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BEGUN  AT   THE  GITT  OF  WASHINGTON,   NOVEMBER  7,  1808. 


PROOEEDINQS  IN  THE  SENATE. 


ICoHDAT,  Norember  7, 1806. 
Ckm&>rmMj  to  the  act,  passed  tlie  last  see- 
BOD,  entitled  ^*  An  act  to  alter  the  time  for  the 
next  meeting  of  Congreas,'^  the  second  session 
of  the  tenth  Congress  commenced  this  daj ; 
and  the  Senate  assembled  at  the  cktj  of  Waah- 
ingtoiL 


GioBGB  CuNTOK,  ^co  President  of  the  Unit- 
«d  States  and  President  of  the  Senate. 

KioHOLAfl  Oilman  and  Nahum  Pabkkb,  from 
New  Hampahirei 

Tdcotht  Fiokbbiho,  from  ICassachnsetts* 

Jims  HnxHOuai  and  OHAmrosT  GoomooH, 
from  ConneoticQt. 

BnvAMiH  HowLAHD  and  Eubra  ICathbw- 
sov,  fit>m  Rhode  Island. 

BiEPHKir  R.  Bbadlbt  and  Jotsaxbajx  Robot- 
sov,  firom  Vermont 

Sakubl  L.  Mitohill  and  John  Smith,  from 
New  York. 

JoBN  CoBDirand  AabonKitoeel,  frrom  New 
Jersej. 

Samvil  Maolat,  from  Pennsylyania. 

Samukl  Whitb,  from  Delaware. 

William  B.  Gilbb,  from  Virginia. 

Jambs  Turhbb,  frx>m  North  Carolina. 

Tbomab  Bcmibb  and  John  Gaillabd,  fWnn 
Booth  Carolina. 

WiLUAM  H.  Cbawtobd,  fK>m  Georgia. 

BuoBBBB  Thbubton  and  John  Pofb,  trcm 
Kentncky. 

Danibl  Smith,  fW>m  Tennessee. 

Edwabd  Tiffin,  from  Ohio. 

Jambs  Llotd^  Jan.,  appointed  a  Senator  bj 
the  Legislatore  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
to  snpplj  the  place  of  John  Qninoy  Adams^  re- 
signed, took  his  seat  in  the  Senate^  and  prodaced 
Mb  eredentiala^  which  were  read,  and  the  oath 
prescribed  by  law  was  administered  to  him. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the 
Hooae  of  RepresentotiTea  that  a  qnoran  of  the 
Senate  ia  assembled  and  ready  to  proceed  to 
boaineas;  and  that  Messrs.  Bbadubt  and  Popb 
be  a  oGipmittee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to- 
gether with  soch  committee  as  may  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  House  of  Repreeentatiyea  on  their 


,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
itatea  and  notify  him  that  a  qoomm  of  the  two 
HoQsea  is  assembled. 

A  message  torn  the  Hooae  of  Repreaenta- 
tiyes  informed  the  Senate  that  a  qnoram  of  the 
House  is  assembled  and  ready  to  proceed  to 
business;  and  that  the  Honse  bad  appointed  a 
committee  on  their  part,  Jointly  with  ttie  com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States  and 
notify  him  that  a  qnoram  of  the  two  Houses  la 
assembled. 

BeaohecLThai Jamba  Mathbrb,  Sergeant-at- 
Arms  and  Doorkeeper  to  the  Senate,  be,  and  be 
is  hereby,  authorized  to  employ  one  assistant 
and  two  horses,  for  the  purpose  of  performing 
such  senrioes  as  are  usually  rteuindd  by  the 
Doorkeeper  to  the  Senate ;  and  that  the  sum  of 
twenty^eight  doUars  be  idlowed  him  weekly  for 
that  purpose,  to  commence  with,  and  remain 
during  the  session,  and  for  twenty  days  af|»r. 

On  motion,  by  Mr,  Bbadlbt, 

SesoheeL  That  two  Chaphiins,  of  different 
denominations,  be  appointed  to  Congress  during 
the  present  session,  one  by  each  House,  who 
shall  interchange  weekly. 

Mr.  Bbadlbt  reported,  fivm  the  joint  com- 
mittee, that  they  had  waited  on  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  agreeably  to  order,  and 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  in- 
formed the  committee  that  he  would  make  a 
communication  to  the  two  Houses  at  12  o'dock 
to-morrow. 


TuBSDAT,  November  8. 
Samubl  Smith  and  Philip  Rbbd,  fh>m  the 
State  oi  Marrland,  attended. 
The  following  Message  was  receiyed  firom  the 

PkBSIDBRT  OF  THB  UnITBD  StATBB  : 
To  the  BemU$  andffcute  tf 

B^retmtaHvet  of  the  Unittd  Btatei : 
It  would  hATS  been  a  eoaroe,  fellow-dtiieiia,  of 
much  gratiflcatioii,  if  our  last  oommunioatioot  from 
Enmpe  had  enabled  me  to  inlbnnyoa  that  the  bellig- 
erent nations,  whose  disregard  of  neatrml  righto  has 
been  so  destractlTe  to  am  oommeroe,  bad  beoome 
Bwakeaad  to  the  dmty  and  true  ^olkry  of  reroUag 
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their  nnrighteoas  edicts.  That  no  means  might  be 
omitted  to  produce  this  salutary  effect,  I  lost  no  time 
in  araDing  myself  of  the  act  anthorizing  a-sospension, 
in  whole,  or  in  part,  of  the  several  embargo  laws. 
Onr  Ministers  at  London  and  Paris  were  instmcted 
to  explain  to  the  respective  Govenments  there^  oar 
disposition  to  exercise  the  authority  in  such  manner 
as  would  withdraw  the  pretext  on  which  aggressions 
were  originally  founded,  and  open  the  wayzor  a  re- 
newal of  that  commercial  intercourse  which  it  was 
alleged,  on  all  sides,  had  been  reluctantly  obstructed. 
As  each  of  those  Governments  had  pledged  its  readi- 
ness to  concur  in  renouncing  a  measure  which  reached 
its  adversary  through  the  incontestable  rights  of 
nenlrflls  only,  and  as  the  measure  had  been  assumed 
by  each  as  a  retaliation  for  an  asserted  aoquiesoenoe 
in  the  aggressions  of  the  other,  it  was  reasonably  ex- 
pected that  the  occasion  would  have  been  seized  by 
both  for  evincing  the  sincerity  of  their  professions, 
and  for  restoring  to  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  its  legitimate  fieedom.  The  instructions  of 
our  Ministers,  with  respect  to  the  different  belliger- 
ents, were  necessarily  modified  with  a  reference  to 
their  different  circumstances,  and  to  the  oondition 
annexed  by  law  to  tiie  Executive  power  of  snapension 
requiting  a  degree  of  securi^  to  our  oommeroe  whJAh 
would  not  result  from  a  repeal  of  the  decrees  of 
France.  Instead  of  a  pledge  therefore  of  a  suspen- 
don  of  the  embargo  as  to  her,  in  case  of  such  a  re- 
peal, it  was  presumed  that  a  sufficient  inducement 
might  be  found  in  other  considerations,  and  particu- 
lariy  in  the  change  produced  by  a  compliance  with 
our  just  demands  by  one  belligerent,  and  a  refusal  by 
the  other,  in  the  relations  between  the  other  and  the 
United  States.  To  Great  Britain,  whose  power  on 
the  ocean  is  so  ascendant,  it  was  deemed  not  incon- 
sistent with  that  condition  to  state,  explicitly,  on  her 
rescinding  her  orders  in  relation  to  the  United  States, 
their  trade  would  be  opened  with  her,  and  remam 
shut  to  her  enemy,  in  case  of  his  fiulure  to  rescind 
his  decrees  also.  From  France  no  answer  has  been  re- 
ceived, nor  any  indication  that  the  requisite  change  in 
her  decrees  is  contemplated.  The  favorable  reception 
of  the  proposition  to  Great  Britain  was  the  less  to  be 
doubted,  as  her  Orders  of  Council  had  not  only  been 
referred  for  their  vindication  to  an  acquiescence  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States  no  longer  to  be  pre- 
tended, but  as  the  arrangement  proposed,  whilst  it 
resisted  the  illegal  decrees  of  France,  involved,  more- 
over, substantiaSy,  the  precise  advantages  professedly 
aimed  at  by  the  British  Orders.  The  arrangement 
has,  nevertheless,  been  rejected. 

This  candid  and  liberal  experiment  having  thus 
failed,  and  no  other  event  having  occurred  on  which 
a  suspension  of  the  embax^  by  the  Executive  was 
authorized,  it  necessarily  remains  in  the  extent  orig- 
inally given  to  it  We  have  the  satisfaction,  how- 
ever, to  reflect,  that  in  return  for  the  privations  im- 
posed by  the  measure,  and  which  our  rallow-citizens 
m  general  have  borne  with  patriotism,  it  has  had  the 
important  effects  of  saving  our  mariners,  and  our  vast 
mercantile  property,  as  well  as  of  affording  time  for 
prosecuting  the  defensive  and  provisional  measures 
called  for  by  the  oocasioiL.  It  has  demonstrated  to 
foreign  nations  the  moderation  and  firmness  which 
govern  our  coanoils»  and  to  our  citizens  the  necessity 
of  uniting  in  support  of  the  laws  and  the  rights  of 
their  country,  and  has  thus  long  frustrated  those  usur- 
pations and  spoliations  which,  if  resisted,  involved 
war,  if  submitted  to,  sacrificed  »  vital  principle  of  our 
national  independence. 


Under  a  continuance  of  the  belligerent  measurea, 
which,  in  defiance  of  laws  which  consecrate  the  rights 
of  neutrals,  overspread  the  ocean  with  danger,  it  will 
rest  with  the  wisdom  of  Congress  to  decide  on  tho 
oourse  best  adapted  to  such  a  state  of  things;  and 
bringing  with  them,  as  they  do,  from  every  part  of 
the  Union,  the  sentiments  of  our  constituents,  my 
confidence  is  strengthened  that,  in  forming  this  deci- 
non,  they  will,  witii  an  unerring  regard  to  the  essen- 
tial rights  and  interests  of  the  nation,  weig^  and 
compare  the  painfU  alternatives  out  of  which  a  choice 
is  to  be  made.  Nor  should  I  do  justice  to  the  virtaes 
which,  on  other  occasions,  have  marked  tiie  character 
of  our  fellow-citizens,  if  I  did  not  cherish  an  equal 
confidence  that  the  alternative  chosen,  whatever  it 
may  be,  will  be  maintained  with  all  the  fortitude  and 
patriotism  which  the  crisis  ought  to  inspire. 

The  documents  contaming  the  oorrespondenoes  on 
the  subject  of  foreign  edicts  against  our  oommeroe, 
with  the  instructions  given  to  our  Ministers  at  London 
and  Paris,  are  now  laid  before  you. 

The  communications  made  to  Congress  at  their  last 
session  explained  tiie  posture  in  which  the  close  of 
the  discussions  relating  to  the  attack  by  a  British  ship 
of  war  on  the  frigate  Chesapeake,  left  a  subject  on 
which  the  nation  had  manifested  so  honorable  a  sen- 
sibility. Every  view  of  what  had  passed  autbonaed 
a  belief  that  immediate  steps  would  be  taken  by  the 
British  (xovemment  for  redresmng  a  wrone,  which, 
the  more  it  was  investigated,  appeared  Uie  more 
clearly  to  require  what  had  not  been  provided  for  in 
the  special  mission.  It  is  found  that  no  steps  have 
been  taken  for  the  purpose.  On  the  oontrary,  it  will 
be  seen,  in  the  documents  Idd  before  yon,  tiiat  the 
inadmissible  preliminaxy,  which  obstructed  the  ad- 
justment, is  still  adhered  to ;  and,  moreover,  that  it 
is  now  brought  into  connection  with  the  distinct  and 
irrelative  case  of  the  Orders  in  Council.  The  instmo- 
tions  which  had  been  given  to  our  Minister  at  Lon- 
don, with  a  view  to  fa^tate,  if  necessary,  the  repa- 
ration claimed  by  the  United  States,  are  included  in 
the  documents  communicated. 

Our  relations  with  the  other  powers  of  Eoiope 
have  undergone  no  material  changes  since  our  last 
session.  The  important  negotiations  witii  Spain, 
which  had  been  alternately  subtended  and  resumed, 
neoessaiily  ei^rience  a  pause  under  the  extraordi- 
nary and  interesting  crisis  which  distingaishes  her 
internal  atuation. 

With  the  Barbaiy  Powers  we  continue  in  harmony, 
with  the  exception  of  an  ui^tifiable  proceeding  of 
the  Dey  of  Algiers  towards  our  Consul  to  that  Re- 
gency. Its  cmuraoter  and  circumstances  are  now  laid 
before  you,  and  will  enable  you  to  decide  how  far  it 
may,  either  now  or  hereafter,  call  for  any  measures 
not  within  the  limits  of  the  Executive  authority. 

Of  the  gun  boats  authorized  by  the  tUbt  of  Decem- 
ber last,  it  has  been  thought  necessary  to  build  only 
one  hundred  and  three  in  the  present  year.  These, 
with  those  before  possessed,  are  sufficient  for  tiie  har- 
bors and  waters  most  exposed,  and  the  residue  will 
require  little  time  for  their  construction  when  it  shall 
be  deemed  necessaxy. 

Under  the  act  of  the  last  session  for  raising  an  ad- 
ditional military  force,  so  many  oflicers  were  imme- 
diately appointed  as  were  necessaiy  for  carrying  on 
the  business  of  recruiting ;  and  in  proportioa  as  it  ad- 
vanced, others  have  been  added.  We  have  reason 
to  believe  tiieir  success  has  been  satisfactory,  although 
such  returns  have  not  yet  been  received  as  enable  me 
to  present  you  a  statement  of  the  number  engaged. 
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The  inspenson  of  our  foreign  commerce,  produced 
\j  ^  mjiuCice  of  the  belligerent  powers,  and  the 
consequent  loatei  and  sacrifices  of  our  citizens,  are 
sabjecis  of  just  coneem.  The  sitnation  into  which 
m  haTB  dma  been  forced  has  impelled  ns  to  apply  a 
pordon  of  oar  indnstry  and  capital  to  internal  mannr 
fibctares  and  improvements.  The  extent  of  this  oon- 
wrwm  is  daily  increasing,  and  little  doubt  remains 
tiiat  the  establishments  formed  and  formixig  will, 
viider  the  aiiq>ices  of  cheaper  materials'  and  subsist- 
ence, the  freedom  of  labor  from  taxation  wiCh  us, 
and  of  protecting  duties  and  prohibitions,  become 
permanent.  The  commerce  with  tlie  Indians,  foo, 
within  our  own  boundaries,  is  likely  to  receiTe  abun- 
dant a&nent  from  the  same  internal  source,  and  will 
tecure  to  them  peaee  and  the  progress  of  civilization, 
undiatorbed  by  practices  hoedle  to  both. 

The  aoooonta  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  dur- 
ing the  year  ending  on  the  thirtielli  day  of  Septem- 
ber Isst,  being  not  yet  made  up,  a  correct  statement 
will  hereafter  be  transnutted  from  the  Treasnjy.  In 
the  mean  time,  it  is  ascertained  that  the  receipts  have 
smoonted  to  near  eighteen  millions  of  dollars,  which, 
with  the  eight  millions  and  a  half  in  the  Treasury  at 
the  beginmng  of  the  year,  have  enabled  us,  after 
meeting  the  current  demands,  and  interest  incurred, 
to  pav  t«o  millions  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  of 
the  principal  of  our  funded  debt,  and  left  us  in  the 
Treastuy,  on  that  day,  near  fourteen  millions  of  dol- 
lars. Of  these,  fire  niillions  three  hundred  and  fifty 
thonsand  dollars  will  be  necessaiy  to  pay  what  wUl 
(e  doe  on  the  first  day  of  January  next,  which  w31 
complete  the  reimbursement  of  the  eight  per  cent. 
ifeook.  These  payments,  with  those  made  in  the  aix 
ytaa  and  a  half  preceding^  will  have  extinguished 
thirty-three  millions  five  hundred  and  eighty  thou- 
sand doUsrs  of  the  principal  of  the  funded  debt,  being 
the  whole  which  oould  be  paid  or  purchased  within 
file  limits  of  the  law  and  our  contracts;  and  the 
smoont  of  principal  thus  discharged  wiK  have  liberat- 
ed the  revenue  from  about  two  millions  of  dollars  of 
interest,  and  added  that  sum  annually  to  the  disposa- 
ble fiorploi.  The  probable  accumulation  of  the  sur- 
pluses of  revenue  beyond  what  can  be  applied  to  the 
payment  of  the  public  debt,  whenever*  the  fireedom 
and  safety  of  our  commerce  shall  be  restored,  merite 
the  consideratioa  of  Congress.  ShaU  it  lie  unproduc- 
tive in  the  public  vaults  ?  ShaU  the  revenue  be  re- 
duced ?  Or,  shaU  it  not  rather  be  impropriated  to 
the  improvemento  of  roads,  canals,  rivers,  educa- 
tion, and  other  great  foundations  of  prosperity  and 
onioo,  onder  the  powers  which  Ckmgress  may  already 
posiesa,  or  such  amendment  of  th^ -constitution  as 
msy  be  improved  by  the  States?  While  uncertain 
of  the-coone  of  things,  the  time  may  be  advantege- 
oosly  employed  in  obtaining  the  powers  necessary  for 
a  system  of  improvement,  should  that  be  thought  best. 
Availing  myself  of  this,  the  last  occasion  which 
will  occur,  of  addresang  the  two  Houses  of  the  Legis- 
lature St  their  meeting,  I  cannot  omit  the  expression 
of  my  sincere  gratit^  for  the  repeated  proofs  of 
confidence  manifested  to  me  by  themselves  and  their 
predecessors  since  my  call  to  the  administration,  and 
tibe  many  indulgences  experienced  at  their  hands. 
The  same  grateful  ackuowledgmento  are  due  to  my 
ftUow-citizens  generally,  whose  support  has  been  my 
great  encouragement  under  all  embarrassments.  In 
the  transaction  of  their  bunness  I  cannot  have  escaped 
error,  it  is  incident  to  our  imperfect  nature.  B^tl 
may  say  with  truth  my  errors  have  been  of  the  un- 
dentendiog,  not  of  intention,  and  that  the  advance- 


ment of  their  rights  and  intereste  has  been  the  coor 
stant  motive  for  every  measure.  On  these  consider- 
ations I  solicit  tiieir  indulgence.  Looking  forward 
with  anxiety  to  their  future  desfemies^  I  trust  that,  in 
their  steady  character,  unshaken  by  difficulties,  in 
their  love  of  liberty,  obedience  to  law,  and  support  of 
the  public  authorities,  I  see  a  sure  guarantee  of  the 
permanence  of  our  Republic ;  and  retiring  fW>m  the 
charge  of  their  affairs,  I  carry  with  me  the  consola- 
tion of  a  firm  persuasion  that  Heaven  has  in  store  for 
our  beloved  countiy  long  ages  to  come  of  prosperity 
and  happiness.  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

HJovsktBKR  8,  1808. 

The  Message  and  papers  were  in  part  read, 
and  one  thousand  copies  ordered  to  be  printed 
for  the  nse  of  the  Senate. 

A  confidential  Message  was  also  received,  with 
gnndry  documents  therein  referred  to,  which 
were  read  for  consideration. 


WKMnwDAT,  Kovember  9. 
Jessb  Fbanklot,  from  the  State  of  North 
Carolina^  attended^ 

Friday,  November  11. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  tiie  House  have  ap- 
pointed the  Rev.  Mr.  Bbowv  a  Chaplain  to  Con- 
gress, on  their  part,  during  the  present  se^on. 

Monday,  November  14, 
Joseph  Akdebsoit,  from  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see, and  AiTDBEW  Moobe,  from  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, attended. 

Wednesday,  November  16. 
Andbew  Gbeoo,  from  tl^e  State  of  Penmfyl- 
vania,  attended. 

Monday,  November  21. 
The  Emboflrgo, 

This  being  the  day  fixed  fot  the  disousdon  of 
the  following  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Hill- 
housIb: 

Re$olffed,  That  it  is  expedient  that  the  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels 
in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,**  and 
the  several  acta  supplementaxy  thereto,  be  repealed ; 
and  that  a  committee  be  appomtod  to  prepare  and 
report  a  bill  for  that  purpose  : 

Mr.  HiLLHoxrsB  opened  the  debate.  When 
the  reporter  entered  the  Senate  chamber,  Mr. 
H.  had  been  speaking  for  a  few  minutes,  and 
was  then  discussing  the  effect  which  the  embar- 
go had  had  upon  France,  and  the  light  in  which 
it  was  viewed  by  her  rulers.  He  alluded  to  the 
declaration  of  satirfaction  at  the  measure,  con- 
tained in  a  late  French  expos^,  and  made  many 
observations  tending  to  show  that  it  was  not  a 
measure  of  hostility  op  coercion,  as  applied  to 
France. 

On  England  it  had  little  or  no  effect.  Her 
resources  were  immense.  If  deprived  of  a  sup- 
ply of  grain  here,  she  could  obtain  it  elsewhere. 
The  Barbary  Powers  were  at  war  with  Franoe 
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and  at  peace  with  £Dgl&nd,  who  might  thenoe 
obtain  wheat  in  any  quantity  she  pleased. 
Great  Britain,  he  said,  was  a  nation  with  the 
whole  world  before  her;  her  commerce  snread 
over  every  sea,  and  she  had  access  to  atlmost 
every  port  and  dime.  Ooold  America  expect  to 
starve  this  nation?  It  was  a  farce,  an  idle 
farce.  As  to  her  West  India  Islands,  they  raised 
Indian  corn ;  ail  their  sugar  plantations  could 
be  converted  into  corn-fields,  and  wonld  any 
man  say  that  they  wonld  starve  because  they 
could  not  get  superfine  flour  ?  Was  this  a  ne- 
cessary of  Efe  without  which  they  could  not  sub- 
sist ?  On  the  contrary,  a  great  proportion  of 
the  American  people  subsisted  on  it,  and  enjoy- 
ed as  good  health  as  if  they  ate  nothing  but  the 
finest  of  wheat  flour.  The  moment  people  un- 
derstood that  they  could  not  get  their  necessary 
supplies  from  a  customary  source,  they  would 
look  out  for  it  in  another  quarter,  and  ample 
time  had  been  given  to  them  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  this  purpose.  A  ttan  of  the  first  re- 
spectability in  the  town  in  which  Mr.  H.  lived, 
had  been  there  during  this  embargo,  under  the 
President's  permission.  What  accounts  did  he 
bring  f  Why,  that  the  trade  in  corn-meal  and 
live  cattle,  articles  of  great  export  from  Con- 
necticut, and  comprising  not  only  the  product 
of  that  State,  but  of  parts  of  the  neighboring 
States,  would  be  entirely  defeated ;  that,  where 
they  had  formeriy  sent  a  hundnd  hogsheads  of 
meal,  they  would  not  now  find  vent  for  ten  ; 
and  that,  from  South  America,  where  cattle 
had,  in  times  past,  been  killed  merely  for  their 
hides  and  tallow,  cattle  in  abondance  could  be 
procured.  Were  these  people  to  be  starved 
out,  when  they  could  actually  purchase  cheaper 
now  from  other  places  than  they  had  formerly 
done  from  us?  No;  the  only  consequence 
would  be,  and  that  too  severely  felt,  that  we 
should  lose  our  market ;  the  embargo  thus  pro- 
ducing, not  only  present  privation  and  injury, 
bat  permanent  mischief  The  United  States 
would  have  loat  the  ohance  of  obtaining  ftiture 
supplies,  they  would  have  lost  their  market, 
aorti  ten  or  twenty  years  would  place  them  on 
tiie  same  footing  as  before.  Mr.  H.  said  the 
West  Indians  would  have  learnt  that  they  can 
do  without  us ;  that  they  can  raise  provisions 
cheaper  on  their  own  plantations  than  we  can 
sell  them ;  and  knowing  this,  they  would  never 
resort  to  us.  Though  we  might  retain  a  part 
of  this  commerce,  the  best  part  would  be  lost 
forever.  The  trade  would  not  be  worth  pursu- 
ing ;  though  this  might  answer  one  purpose  in- 
tended by  the  embaigo^  and  which  was  not  ex- 
pressed. 

Having  considered  the  article  of  provinons 
as  important  to  various  parts  of  the  Union,  Mr. 
H.  said  he  would  now  turn  to  another  article, 
cotton.  It  had  been  uary  triumphantiy  said, 
that  the  want  of  this  article  would  distress  the 
manufacturers  of  Great  Britain,-  prodace  a 
clamor  amongst  them,  and  ^nsequentlv  accele- 
rate the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council.  Mr. 
H.  said  he  would  examine  this  jr  littie,  and  see 


if  all  the  evil  consequences  which  opened  on 
him  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  embargo 
hiw  were  not  likely  to  be  realized.  He  had 
hinted  at  some  of  them  at  that  time,  but  the 
bill  had  gone  through  the  Senate  like  a  flash  of 
lightning,  giving  no  time  for  examination ;  onoe» 
twice,  and  a  third  time  in  one  day,  afibrding  no 
time  for  the  development  of  all  its  consequences. 
This  article  of  cotton  was  used  not  only  by 
Britain,  but  by  France  and  other  nations  on  the 
Continent.  Cotton,  not  being  grown  in  £arope, 
must  be  transported  by  water  carriage.  This 
being  the  cas&  who  would  now  be  most  likely 
to  be  supplied  with  it  ?  Not  the  Continental 
Powers  who  have  so  littie  oommerce  afloat  nor 
any  neutrals  to  convey  it  to  them;  for  the 
United  States  were  the  only  neutral  which,  of 
late,  traded  with  France,  and  now  the  embai^ 
was  laid,  she  had  no  chance  of  getting  it,  ex- 
cept by  the  precarious  captures  made  by  her 
privateers.  To  Great  Britain,  then,  was  left 
the  whole  commerce  of  the  world,  and  her  mer- 
chants were  the  only  carriers.  Wonld  not  these 
carriers  supply  their  own  manufacturers? 
Would  they  suffer  cotton  to  go  elsewhere,  until 
tlbey  themselves  were  supplied  ?  America  was 
not  the  only  country  where  cotton  was  raised ; 
for  he  had  seen  an  account  of  a  whole  cargo 
brought  into. Salem  from  the  East  Indies^  and 
thence  exported  to  Holland,  with  a  good  ptofit. 
Cotton  was  also  raised  in  Africa,  as  well  asiBlae- 
where;  and  this  wary  nation^  Great  Britiuiif 
conceiving  that  the  United  States  might  be  so 
impolitic  as  to  keep  on  the  embargo,  had  car- 
ried whole  cargoes  of  the  best  cotton  seed  there 
for  the  purpose  of  raising  cotton  for  her  use. 
Great  Britain  had  possessions  in  every  climate 
on  the  globe,  and  cotton  did  not,  like  the  sturdy 
oak,  require  forty  or  fifty  years  to  arrive  at 
maturity;  but,  if  planted,  would  produce  a 
plentifnl  supply  in  a  year.  Thu^s  then,  when 
this  powerful  nation  found  America  resorting 
to  such  means  to  coerce  her,  she  had  taken  care 
to  look  out  for  supplies  in  other  quarters ;  and, 
with  the  command  of  all  the  cotton  on  the 
globe  which  went  to  market,  could  we  expect 
to  coerce  her  by  withholding  ours?  Mr.  H. 
said  no ;  all  the  inconvenience  which  she  coald 
feel  fh>m  our  measure  had  already  been  borne ; 
and  Great  Britain  was  turning  her  attention  to 
every  part  of  the  globe  to  obtain  those  supplies 
which  she  was  wont  to  get  from  us,  that  she 
might  not  be  reduced  to  the  humiliating  condi- 
tion of  making  concession  to  induce  us  to  re- 
peal our  own  law,  and  purchase  an  accommoda- 
tion by  telling  us  that  we  had  a  weapon  which 
we  could  wield  to  her  annoyance.  Mr.  H, 
wished  to  know  of  gentiemen  if  we  had  not  ex- 
perience enough  to  know  that  Great  Britain 
was  not  to  be  threatened  into  complianoe  by  a 
rod  of  coercion?  Let  us  examine  ourselvesL 
said  he,  for  if  we  trace  our  genealogy  we  shall 
find  that  we  descend  from  them ;  were  they  to 
use  us  in  this  manner,  is  there  an  American 
that  would  stoop  to  them?  I  hope  not;  and 
neither  wiU  that  nation,  from  which  we  are  de« 
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Mended,  be  driren  from  their  position,  how- 
eyer  erroneona,  bj  threats. 

This  embargo,  therefore,  instead  of  operating 
on  those  nations  which  had  been  violating  onr 
ri^ts,  iras  franght  with  evils  and  privations  to 
tiie  people  of  the  United  States.  They  were 
the  sDfferers.  And  have  we  adopted  the  monk- 
ish plan  of  soonrging  otnngelves  for  the  sins  of 
others  f  He  hoped  not ;  and  that,  having  made 
the  experiment  and  fonnd  that  it  had  not  pro- 
duced its  expected  effect,  thej  woiild  abandon 
It,  as  a  measore  whollj  ine£Scient  as  to  the  ob- 
jects intended  by  it,  and  as  having  weakened 
the  great  hold  which  we  had  on  Great  Britain, 
from  ber  supposed  dependence  on  ns  for  raw 
materiak. 

Borne  gentlemen  appeared  to  bnild  up  expec- 
tations of  the  efficiency  of  this  system  by  an  ad- 
dition to  it  of  a  non-interoonrse  law.  Mr.  H. 
treated  this  as  a  fatile  idea.  They  should  how- 
ever examine  it  8erions]y,.and  not,  like  children, 
flhnt  their  eyes  to  danger.  Great  Britain  was 
not  the  only  mannfactnring  nation  in  Europe. 
Germany,  Holland,  France,  Spain,  Portugal, 
and  Italy,  mannfiEu^tnred  more  or  less,  and  most 
of  them  had  colonies,  the  exclusive  supply  of 
whose  mann&ctares  they  had  heretofore  re- 
serred  to  themselves.  While  we  had  enjoyed 
the  carrying  trade,  we  had  supplied  the  defi- 
ciency in  navigation  of  those  nations;  and  all 
*the  inconvenience  felt  for  the  want  of  it  ceased 
becanse  we  stepped  in  and  aided  them.  Ibis 
trade  bad  been  cut  up,  and  perhaps  it  was  not  a 
trade  which  the  energies  of  the  nation  should 
be  embarked  in  defending.  Who  was  there 
now  to  supply  all  these  various  colonies  that 
nsed  to  be  supplied  by  us  t  None  but  England, 
the  sole  mistress  of  tbe ocean.  Whoseproducts, 
then,  would  Great  Britain  carry?'  Would  she 
carry  products  of  other  nations,  and  let  her 
own  numu&cturers  starve?  No;  and  this  ex- 
clusion from  the  colonies  of  other  manufactures, 
and  leaving  her  merchants  the  sole  carriers  of 
the  worid,  nroduced  a  greater  vent  for  her  man- 
n&ctaree  wan  the  whole  quantity  consumed  in 
the  United  States. 

Tfeds,  however,  was  arguing  upon  the  groxmd 
that  the  United  States  would  consume  none  of 
ber  manufiBctnres  in  case  of  a  non-intercourse. 
Mr.  H.  said  he  was  youne  when  the  old  non-in- 
tercovne  took  place,  but  he  remembered  it  well, 
and  had  then  his  ideas  on  the  subject.  The 
British  army  was  then  at  their  door,  burning 
their  towns  and  ravaging  the  country,  and  at 
least  as  mudh  patriotism  existed  then  as  now; 
but  British  febrios  were  received  and  consumed 
to  almost  as  great  an  extent  as  before  the  pro- 
hibition. The  armies  could  not  get  fresh  pro- 
vinous  from  Europe,  but  they  got  them  here 
by  paying  higher  prices  in  guineas  for  them 
tfaspQ  was  paid  by  our  Grovemment  in  ragged 
oonthiental  paper  money.  When  the  country 
was  in  want  of  clothing,  and  could  get  it  for 
one-fourth  price  from  the  British,  what  was  the 
consequence?  Why,  all  the  zealous  patriots^ 
for  this  work  of  tarring  and  feathering,  and 


meeting  in  mobs  to  destroy  their  neighbor's 
property,  because  he  could  not  think  quite  as 
fast  as  &ey  did,  which  seemed  to  be  coming  in 
fashion  now,  bad  been  carried  on  then  with 
great  zeal — ^these  patriots,  although  all  inter- 
course was  penal,  carried  on  commerce  not- 
withstanding. SuppHes  went  hence,  and  man- 
ufactures were  received  from  Europe.  Now, 
what  reliance  could  be  placed  on  this  patriot- 
ism ?  A  gentleman  from  Vermont  had  told  the 
Senate  at  the  last  session,  that  the  patriotism 
of  Vermont  would  stop  all  exportation  by  land, 
without  the  assistance  of  the  law.  How  had 
it  turned  out  ?  Why,  patriotism,  cannon,  militia, 
and  idl  had  not  stopped  it;  and  although  the 
field-pieces  mi^ht  have  stopped  it  on  the  Lakes, 
they  were  absolutely  cutting  new  roads  to  carry 
it  on  by  land.  And  yet  the  gentieman  had  sup- 
posed that  their  patriotism  would  effectually 
stop  it !  Now,  Mr.  H,  wanted  to  know  how  a 
non-intercourse  law  was  to  be  executed  by  us 
with  a  coast  of  fifteen  hundred  miles  open  to 
Great  Britidn  by  sea,  and  joining  her  by  land? 
Her  ffoods  would  come  through  our  Courts  of 
Admiraltv  by  the  means  of  friendly  captors; 
they  would  be  brought  in,  condemned,  and  then 
naturalized,  as  Irishmen  are  now  naturalized, 
before  they  have  been  a  month  in  the  country. 
Mr.  Pops  said  it  had  been  his  opinion  thki 
mominff  that  this  resolution  should  have  been 
referred  to  that  committee,  but  after  what  had 
been  said,  it  was  his  wish  that  some  commer- 
cial gentleman,  whose  knowledge  of  commercial 
subjects  would  enable  him  to  explore  the  wide 
field  taken  by  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut, 
would  have  answered  him.  He  had  hoped,  at 
this  session,  after  the  Presidential  election  was 
decided,  that  all  would  have  dismounted  from 
their  political  hobbies,  that  they  would  have 
been  all  Federalists,  all  Bepublicans,  all  Amer- 
icans. When  they  saw  the  ocean  swarming 
with  pirates,  and  commerce  almost  annihilated, 
he  had  hoped  that  the  demon  of  partv  spirit 
would  not  have  reared  its  head  within  these 
walls,  but  that  they  would  all  have  mingled 
opinions  and  consulted  the  common  ffood.  He 
had  heretofore  becoi  often  charmed  with  the  mat- 
ter-of-fact arguments  of  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut;  but  on  this  day  the  gentleman 
had  resorted  to  arguments  from  newspapers,  and 
revived  aU  the  old  story  of  French  influence, 
in  the  same  breath  in  wluch  he  begged  them  to 
discard  all  party  feelings  and  discuss  with  can- 
dor. The  gentleman  had  gone  into  a  wide  field, 
which  Mr.  H.  said  he  would  not  now  explore^ 
but  begged  time  till  to-morrow,  when  he  would 
endeavor  to  show  to  the'nation  and  to  the  world 
that  the  arguments  used  by  the  gentleman  in 
favor  of  his  resolntion  were  most  weigh^ 
against  it  If  patriotism  had  departed  the  lana 
if  the  streuns  of  foreign  corruption  had  flowed 
so  far  that  the  people  were  ready  to  rise  in  op- 
position to  their  Government,  it  was  indeed 
time  that  foreign  intercourse  should  oease. 
If  the  sphrit  of  1776  were  no  more— if  the 
spirit  of  commercial  speculatioa  had  surmounu 
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ed  ell  patriotism — ^if  this  was  the  melanoholy 
sitrt^on  of  the  United  States,  it  was  time  to 
redeem  the  people  from  this  dc^neraoj,  to  re- 
generate them,  to  oanse  them  to  be  jborn  ^gain 
of  the  spirit  of  3l776.  Bnt  he  believed  he  should 
be  able  to  show  that  the  propoeition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Oonnectiont  hardly  merited  the 
respect  or  serious  consideration  of  thia  honor- 
able body.  Mr.  P.  said  he  had  expected  that 
in  advocating  his  resolution  the  gentleman 
would  have  told  the  Senate  that  we.  should 

fo  to  war  with  Great  Britain  and  France;  that 
e  would  have  risen  with  patriotic  indignation 
and  have  called  for  a  more  efficient  measure. 
But  to  his  surprise,  the  gentleman  had  risen, 
and  with  the  utmost  Mng  froid,  told  them,  let 
your  ships  go  out,  all's  well,  and  nothing  is  to 
be  apprehended.  Mr.  P.  said  he  would  not  go 
into  the  subject  at  this  moment;  he  had  but 
risen  to  express  his  feelings  on  the  ocoaaon. 
He  wishM  the  subject  postponed,  the  more  be- 
cause he  wished  to  consult  a  document  just  laid 
on  their  table,  to  see  how  the  memorials  pre- 
sented a  short  time  agp  from  tiiose  whose  cause 
the  gentleman  from  Oonnecticut  undertook  to 
advocate,  accorded  with  the  sentiments  he  had 
this  day  expressed  for  them. 

Mr.  Llotd  said  he  considered,  the  questioii 
now  under  discussion  as  one  of  tiie  most  im- 
portant that  has  occurred  since  the  adoption  of 
the  Federal  Oonstitution.  It  is  a  subject  said 
Mr.  L.,  deeply  implicating,  and  perhaps  deter^^ 
mining,  the  fate  of  the  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion of  our  country ;  a  commerce  which  has 
afforded  employment  for  nearly  a  million  and  a 
half  of  tons  of  navigation ;  which  has  found  oo- 
oupation  for  hundreds  of  thousands  of  our  citi* 
zens  ;  which  has  spread  wealth  and  prosperity 
in  every  region  of  our  country,  and  which  has 
upheld  the  Government  by  fanushing  tiie  rev- 
enue for  its  support. 

A  comn^erce  which  has  yielded  an  annual 
amount  of  exports  exceeding  one  hundred  mil- 
lions of  dollars;  an  amount  of  exports  three 
times  as  great  as  was  possessed  by  tjbe  first 
maritime  and  oemmercial  nation  of  the  world 
at  the  commenoranent  of  the  last  century,  when 
her  population  was  double  that  of  the  iJnited 
States  at  this  time  ;  an  amount  of  exports  equal 
to  what  Great  Britain,  with  her  navy  of  a  thou- 
sand ships,  and  with  all  her  boasted  manufac- 
ture^ possessed  even  at  so  recent  a  period  as 
within  about  fifteen  years  from  this  date ;  surely 
this  is  a  commerce  not  to  be  trifled  witih;  a 
oomtneroe  not  lightly  to  be  offered  up  as  the 
victim  of  fruitless  experiment 

Our  commerce  has  unquestionably  been  sub- 
ject to  great  embarrassment,  vexation,  and  plun- 
der, from  the  belligerents  of  Europe.  There  lb 
no  doubt  but  both  France  and  Great  Britain 
have  violated  the  kwa  of  nations,  and  immo- 
lated the  rights  of  neutrals;  but  there  is,  in  my 
opinion,  a  striking  difference  in  the  circum- 
stances of  the  two  nations ;  the  one,  instigated 
by  a  lawless  thirst  of  universal  domination,  is 
seeking  to  extend  an  iron-himded,  meroiless  des- 


potism over  every  region  of  the  gbbe ;'  wliile 
the  other  is  fighting  for  her  iko^aU  wlum,  for 
the  preservation  of  her  Uberties,  and  probably 
for  her  very  existence. 

The  one  professes  to  reluct  at  the  inconveni- 
ence she  occasions  you  by  the  adoption  of  meas- 
ures wluch  are  declared  to  be  intended  merely 
as  measures  of  retaliation  on  her  enemies,  and 
which  she  avows  she  will  retract  as  soon  as  the 
causes  which  occasion  them  are  withdrawn. 
The  other,  in  addition  to  depredation  and  oon- 
fiagration,  treats  you  with  the  utmost  contumely 
and  disdain  ;  she  admits  not  that  you  possess 
the  rights  of  soverei^ty  and  independence,  but 
undertakes  to  legislate  for  you,  and  dedares 
that^  whether  you  are  willing  or  unwilling,  she 
considers  you  as  at  war  with  her  enemy  :  that 
she  had  arrested  your  property,  and  wonla  hold 
it  as  bail  for  your  obedience,  until  she  knew 
whether  you  would  servilely,  echo  submission  to 
her  mandates. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  conduct  of  these 
belligerents  ffflve  rise  to  the  embargo ;  bat  If 
this  measure  nas  been  proved  by  experienoe  to 
be  inoperative  as  it  regards  them,  and  destruo- 
tive  only  as  it  respects  ourselves,  tiien  ev^y  dic- 
tate of  magnanimity,  of  wisdom,  and  of  prur 
dence,  should  ucge  tiie  immediate  repeal  of  it 

The  propriety  of  doing  this  is  now  under  dis- 
cussion. The  proposition  is  a  naked  one  ;  it 
is  unconnect^  with  ulterior  measures;  and 
gentlemen  who  vote  for  its  repeal  ought  not  to 
be  considered  as  averse  from,  and  they  are  not 
opposed  to,  the  subsequent  adoption  of  audi 
other  measures  as  the  honor  and  the  interest  (d 
the  country  may  re<]juire. 

In  considering  this  sutject,  it  naturally  pre- 
sents itself  under  three  distinct  heads : 

Ist  .As  it  respects  the  security  which  it  gave 
to  our  navigation,  and  the  protection  it  orored 
our  seamen,  which  were  the  ostensible  objects 
of  its  adoption. 

2dly.  tn  reference  to  its  effect  on  other  na- 
tions, meaning  France  and  Great  Britain,  in  co- 
ercing them  to  adopt  a  more  just  and  honorar 
ble  course  of  policy  towards  us :  and. 

8dly.  As  it  reg^u*ds  the  effects  wnich  it  has 
produced  and  will  produce  among  ourselves. 

In  thus  considering  it,  sir,  I  shall  only  make 
a  few  remarks  on  the  first  head.  I  have  no  de- 
sire to  indulge  in  retrospections ;  the  measnre 
was  adopted  by  the  Government ;  if  evil  has 
flowed  from  it,  that  evil  cannot  now  be  recalled. 
If  events  have  proved  it  to  be  a  wise  and  ben- 
eflcial  measure,  I  am  willing  .that  those  to  whom 
it  owes  its  parentage  should  receive  all  the  hon- 
ors that  are  due  to  tiiem ;  but  if  security  to  our 
navigation,  and  protection  to  our  seamen,  were 
the  real  objects  of  the  embargo,  then  it  has 
already  answered  all  tlie  effects  that  can  be  ex- 
pected from  it.  In  fact,  its  longer  continuance 
will  effectually  oounteractthe  objects  of  its  adop- 
tion ;  for  it  is  notorious,  that  each  day  lessens 
the  number  of  our  seamen,  by  thefr  emigration 
to  foreign  countries,  in  quest  of  that  employ* 
ment  and  subsistence  whioh  they  have  been 
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aflcastomed  to  find^  l)nt  ctm  no  longer  proonre, 
at  home  ;  and  as  it  regards  our  navigation,  con- 
sidered as  part  of  the  national  property,  it  is  not 
perhaps  very  material  whether  it  is  snnk  in  the 
ocean,  or  whether  it  is  destined  to  become  worth- 
less from  lying  and  rotting  at  our  wharves.  In 
eitho*  ease,  destmction  is  equally  certain,  it  is 
death  ;  and  the  cmly  difference  seems  to  be  be- 
tween death  by  a  coup  ds  graee^  or  death  after 
having  sustained  the  long-protracted  torments 
of  tortore.^ 

What  effect  has  this  measure  produced  on 
ibreign  nations  ?  What  effect  has  it  produced 
on  Franoet 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Connecticut 
has  told  you,  and  told  you  truly,  in  an  expose 
presented  hj  the  French  Minister  of  Forei^ 
Af&irs  to  the  Emperor,  that  this  measure  is 
much  applauded :  it  is  called  a  magnanimous 
measure  of  the  Americans  I  And  in  a  conversa- 
tion which  is  stated  to  have  passed  recently  at 
Bayonne,  between  the  Emperor  of  France  and 
an  American  gentleman,  it  is  said,  and  I  believe 
oorreelly,  that  the  Emperor  expressed  his  ap- 
probation of  the  embargo.  I  nave  no  doubt 
that  this  is  the  fact ;  the  measure  is  too  consen- 
taoeoos  with  his  system  of  policy,  not  to  be 
approbated  by  him.  80  long  as  the  extreme 
maritime  preponderancy  of  Great  Britain  shall 
continue,  wiUi  or  without  the  existence  of  an 
American  embargo,  or  with  or  without  the 
British  Orders  in  OouncO,  France  can  enjoy  but 
very  littto  foreign  commerce,  and  that  little  the 
Emperor  of  Fnmce  would  undoubtedly  be  will- 
ing to  sacrifice,  provided  that,  by  so  doing,  he 
could  insure  the  destruction  of  a  much  larger 
and  more  valuable  amount  of  British  and  Amer- 
ican commerce. 

It  is  therefore  apparent,  that  this  measure, 
considered  as  a  coercive  measure  against  France, 
is  nugatory  in  the  extreme. 

What,  air^  are,  or  have  been  its  effects  on 
Great  Britaint. 

When  the  embargo  was  first  laid  the  nation 
were  alarmed.  Engaged  in  a  very  extended 
and  important  commerce  with  this  country, 
prosecuted  upon  the  most  liberal  and  confiden*- 
tial  terms,  this  measure,  whether  considered  as 
an  act  of  hostility^  or  as  a  mere  municipal  re- 
strictive regulation,  could  not  but  excite  ap- 
prehension ;  for  most  of  our  writers,  in  relation 
to  her  colonies,  had  impressed  the  belief  of  the 
dependence  of  the  West  India  settlements  on 
tiie  United  States  for  the  means  of  subsistence. 
According,  for  several  montiis  after  the  im^ 
position  of  the  embargo,  we  find  it  remained  an 
object  of  aolidtude  with  them,  nor  have.  I  anr 
doubt  that  the  Ministry,  at  that  time,  partook 
of  the  national  feeling  ;  for  it  appears,  so  late 
as  June,  that  such  a  disposition  existed  with  the 
British  Ministry,  as  induced  our  Minister  at  the 
Court  of  London  to  entertun  the  belief,  and  to 
make  known  to  his  Government  the  expectation 
he  entertained,  that  an  adjustment  would  take 
pLice  of  the  differences  between  this  country 
and  Great  Britain. 


But,  sir,  the  apprehensions  of  the  British  na- 
tion and  Ministry  gradually  became  weaker ; 
the  embargo  had  been  submitted  to  the  never* 
erring  test  of  experience,  and  information  of  its 
real  effects  flowed  in  from  every  quarter. 

It  was  found  that,  instead  of  reducing  the 
West  Indies  by  famine,  the  planters  in  the  West 
Indies,  by  varying  their  process  of  agriculture, 
and  appropriating  a  small  part  of  their  plantar 
tions  for  the  raising  of  ground  provisions,  were 
enabled,  without  materially  diminishing  their 
usual  crops  of  produce,  in  a  great  measure  to 
depend  upon  themselves  for  their  own  means  of 
subsistence. 

The  British  Ministry  also  became  acquainted 
about  this  time  (June)  with  the  unexpected  and 
unexanmled  prosperity  of  their  colonies  of  Can- 
ada and  Kova  Scotia.  It  was  perceived  that 
one  year  of  an  American  embargo  was  worth  to 
them  twenty  yean  of  peace  or.  war  under  any 
other  circumstances;  that  the  usual  order  of 
things  was  reversed  ;  that  in  lieu  of  American 
merchants. making  estates  from  the  use  of  Brit- 
ish merchandise  and  British  capital,  the  Oana.- 
dian  merchants  were  making  fortunes  of  from 
ten  to  thirty  or  forty  thousand  pounds  in  a  year, 
from  the  use  of  American  merchandise  ana 
American  capital :  for  it  is  notorious,  that  great 
supplies  of  lumber)  and  pot  and  piearl  ashea, 
have  been  transported  from  the  American  to 
the  British  side  of  the  Lakes  ;  this  merchan- 
dise, for  want  of  competition,  *  the  Oanadiaa 
merchant  bought  at  a  very  reasonable  rate,  sent 
it  to  his  correspondents  in  England,  and  drewr 
exchange  against  the  shipments  ;  the  bills  for 
which  exchange  he  sold  to  the  merchants  of  the 
United  States  for  specie,  transported  by  wagon 
loads  at  noon-day,  from  the  banks  in  the  IMtr 
ed  States,  over  the  borders  into  Oanada.  And 
thus  was  the  Canadian  merchant  enabled,  with 
the  assistance  only  of  a  ffood  credit,  to  carr}*  on 
an  immensely  extended  and  beneficial  con^ 
merce,  without  the  necessary  employment,  on 
his  part,  of  .a  single  cent  of  his  own  capital 

About  this  time,  also,  the  revolution  in  Spain 
devel(^d  itself.  The  British  Ministry  foresaw 
the  advantage  this  would  be  to  theav  ft^^  us* 
mediately  formed  a  coalition  with  the  patriots: 
by  doing  this^  they  secured  to  themselves,  in 
despite  of  their  enemies,  an  accessible  channel 
of  commonioation  with  the  Continent  They 
must  also  have  been  convinced,  that  if  the  Spaor 
iards  did  not  succeed  in  Europe,  the  Colonies 
would  dedjcre  themselves  independent  of  the 
mother  country,  and  rely  on  the  maritime  force 
of  Great  Britain  for  their  protection,  and  thus 
would  they  have  opened  to  them  an  incalcu- 
lably advantageous  mart  fot  their  commerce  and 
manu&ctures ;  for,  having  joined  the  Spaniards 
without  stipulation,  they  undoubtedly  expected 
to  reap  th^  reward  in  the  exclusive  commer- 
cial privileges  that  would  be  acoorded  to  them ; 
nor  were  they  desirous  to  seek  competitors  for 
the  favor  of  the  Spaniards  :  if  they  could  keep 
the  navigation,  the  enterprise,  and  the  capital  of 
the  United  States  from  an  interference  with 
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them,  it  was  their  interest  to  do  it.  and  they 
would,  from  this  ciromnstance,  prohaolj  consid- 
er a  one,  two,  or  three  jears'  oontinnance  of  the 
embargo  as  a  boon  to  them. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  go  as  largely  into  this  subject  as  it  mer- 
ited, having  neither  docmnents  nor  papers  be- 
fore him.  He  wonld  therefore  only  take  a 
short  yiew  of  it  in  his  way,  and  endeavor  to  re- 
but a  part  of  the  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  and  perhaps  to  notice  some 
of  the  observations  of  the  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut He  perfectly  a^^^ed  with  the  latter 
gentleman  that  this  subject  ought  to'  be  taken 
up  with  oodness,  and  with  temper,  and  he  could 
luive  wished  that  the  gentleman  from  Connecti- 
cut would  have  been  candid  enough  to  pursue 
that  coarse  which  he  had  laid  down  for  others. 
Had  he  done  it?  No.  In  the  course  of  the 
discussion,  the  gentleman  liad  charged  it  upon 
some  one,  he  knew  not  whom,  that  there  was 
a  dispo^tion  to  break  down  commerce  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  manufiftctures  on  its  ruins. 
If  this  was  the  disposition  of  those  who  had  ad- 
vocated the  embai^go,  Mr.  S.  said  he  was  not 
one  to  go  with  them,  and  perfectly  correspond- 
ed with  the  gentleman  in  saying  that  such  a 
plan  would  be  extremely  injurious;  that  possi- 
bly it  could  not  be  enforced  in  the  Uiited 
States ;  and  that,  if  it  could,  merchants  wonld 
conceive  themselves  highly  aggrieved  by  it. 
But  the  gentleman's  ideas  had  no  foundation. 
Mr.  S.  said  he  had  before  seen  it  in  newspapers, 
but  had  considered  it  a  mere  electioneering 
trick;  that  nothing  like  common  sense  or 
reason  was  meant  by  it,  and  nobody  believed  it. 
The  gentleman  surely  did  not  throw  out  this 
mggestion  by  way  of  harmonizing ;  for  nothing 
oould  be  more  calculated  to  create  heat. 

The  gentleman  last  up,  throughout  his  argu- 
ment, had  gone  upon  the  ground  that  it  is  the 
embargo  which  has  prevented  all  our  com- 
merce; that,  if  the  embargo  were  removed,  we 
might  pursue  it  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the 
oommerce  of  the  whole  world  was  open  to  us. 
If  the  gentleman  could  have  shown  this,  he 
^oulcThave  gone  with  him  heart  and  hand;  but 
it  did  not  appear  to  him  that,  were  the  embar- 
go taken  on  to-morrow,  any  commerce  of  mo- 
ment could  be  pursued.  Mr.  S.  said  he  was  not 
certain  that  it  might  not  be  a  wise  measure  to 
take  off  the  embargo ;  but  he  was  certain  that 
some  other  measure  should  be  taken  before 
they  thought  of  taking  that.  And  he  had 
hoped  that  gentlemen  wonld  have  told  them 
what  measure  should  have  been  takeft  before 
they  removed  the  embargo.  Not  so,  however. 
A  naked  proposition  was  before  them  to  take 
dff  the  embargo :  and  were  that  agreed  to,  and 
the  property  ^  America  subject  to  depredations 
by  both  the  belligerents,  they  would  be  fore- 
closed from  taking  any  measure  at  all  for  its 
defence.  For  this  reason  this  resolution  should 
properiy  have  gone  originally  to  the  committee 
on  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Giuts.^ 


Mr.  8.  floid  he  was  not  prepared  for  a  Icmg 
discussion,  he  should  tid^e  but  a  short  view. 
He  would  not  go  bw^  to  see  which  nati<m  had 
been  the  first  dOfender.  He  was  not  the  apolo- 
gist of  any  nation,  but,  he  trusted,  a  fervent  de- 
ader of  the  rights,  honor,  and  interests  of  his 
own  country.  By  the  decrees  of  France  every 
vessel  bound  to  or  from  Great  Britain,  was  de- 
clared good  prize.  And  still  further;  if  spoken 
alone  by  any  British  vessel,  they  were  con- 
demned in  the  French  prize  courts.  When  a 
vessel  arrived  in  the  ports  of  I^ce,  Mr.  S. 
said,  bribery  and  corruption  were  made  use  of 
in  order  to  effect  her  condemnation.  Every 
sailor  on  board  was  separately  examined  as  to 
what  had  happened  in  the  course  of  the  voyage; 
tliey  were  told,  you  will  have  one-third  ik  the 
vessel  and  cargo  as  your  portion  of  the  prize- 
money,  if  you  will  say  that  your  vessel  has 
touched  at  a  British  port  or  has  been  viaited 
by  a  British  cruiser.  Of  course  then,  by  the 
decrees  of  France,  all  American  propert/ 
that  floats  is  subject  to  condemnation  hj  the 
French,  if  it  had  come  in  contact  with  British 
hands.  Were  gentlemen  willing  to  submit  to 
this:  to  raise  the  embargo,  and  subject  our 
trade  to  this  depredation  9  Yes,  said  the  gen- 
tleman fVom  Connecticut,  who  was  willing, 
however,  that  our  ships  should  arm  and  defend 
themselves.  Mr.  8.  said  that  he  had  hoped 
the  honorable  gentleman  would  have  gone  fur- 
ther, and  said  not  only  that  he  would  in  this 
case  permit  our  vessels  to  defend  themselves^  but 
to  make  good  prize  of  any  vessel  which  shonld 
impede  the  trade  admitted  by  the  laws  of  na- 
tions. But  the  gentleman  had  stopped  short 
of  this. 

By  the  orders  in  Counoil.  now  made  law, 
(said  Mr.  8.,)  all  neutrals — all  neutraliy  this  is  a 
mere  word  ad  eaptandwrn^  as  it  is  well  known 
there  is  no  neutral  commerce  but  Americans- 
all  American  vessels,  then,  bound  to  France,  or 
countries  in  alliance  with  her^are  made  good 
prize  in  the  British  courts,  when  bound  to 
any  part  of  the  continent  of  Europe,  or  any 
possessions  in  Turkey  or  Asia,  th^  are  a  good 
prize,  Sweden  alone  excepted.  We  are  then 
permitted  to  trade— for  it  is  a  permission  to 
trade,  since  we  must  acknowleoge  ourselves 
indebted  to  her  for  any  she  permits — ^we  are 
graciously  permitted  to  go  to  8weden,  to  which 
country  our  whole  exports  amount  to  $50,157 ! 
This  petty  trade  is  generously  permitted  us  as 
a  boon,  and  this  boon  will  be  struck  off  the  list 
of  permisrion,  the  moment  any  difference  arises 
between  Great  Britain  and  Sweden.  I  am 
aware,  sir,  that  gentlemen  will  say  this  may  re- 
quire explanation:  I  will  give  it  to  them. 
Great  Britain  says  you  shall  not  trade  to  any 
of  the  countries  I  have  interdicted  till  you  have 
my  leave ;  pay  me  a  duty  and  then  yon  may 
go  to  any  port ;  pay  me  a  tribute,  and  then  yon 
shaU  have  my  license  to  trade  to  any  porta 
you  choose.  What  is  tliis  tribute?  Not  haWng 
the  documents  before  me,  I  may  make  an  error 
of  a  fraction,  but  in  the  principle  I  am  correct. 
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On  the  article  of  flour,  thej  tell  us,  700  may 
bring  flour  to  Great  Britain  from  America,  land 
it,  and,  if  yon  re-export  it,  pay  into  our  treasury 
two  di^Uffs  on  erery  barrel  For  every  barrel 
of  flour  which  we  send  to  Spain,  Portugal,  or 
Italy,  where  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
has  correedy  told  us  much  of  it  is  consumed, 
little  of  it  being  used  in  Great  Britain  ot  France, 
you  must  pay  two  dollars  besides  your  freight 
and  insurance.  And  this  tribute  is  to  be  paid 
tor  a  pennlssion  to  trade.  Are  gentlemen  will- 
ing to  submit  to  this? 

On  the  article  of  wheat,  exported,  you  must 
pay  in  Great  Britain  a  duty  o^  I  believe,  two 
shillings  sterling  a  bushel,  before  it  can  be  re- 
exported. On  the  important  article  of  cotton 
they  have  cfaaiged  a  duty  on  its  exportation  of 
nine  pence  sterBng  per  Ib^  equal  to  the  whole 
value  of  the  artide  itself  in  Georgia  or  South 
Gsrolina.  This  is  in  addition  to  the  usual  im- 
port dn^  of  two  pence  in  the  pound.  Thus, 
if  we  meh  to  go  to  the  Continent,  we  may  go 
on  condition  of  paying  a  tribute  equal  to  the 
value  of  tiie  cotton,  in  addition  to  risk  or  in- 
surance. It  is  generally  understood  that  two- 
thirds  of  the  cotton  exported  by  us,  may  be 
ooosomed  in  England,  when  all  her  manufao* 
tores  are  in  go^  work.  On  the  remaining 
third  the  people  of  the  Southern  country  are 
mbjeot  to  a  tribute— on  twenty  millions  of 
pounds,  at  the  rate  of  17  cents  per  pound.  Let 
this  be  calculated,  and  it  will  be  seen  what  tax 
we  must  pay  for  leave  to  sell  that  article. 

The  f^glish  Orders  had  told  us  we  might 
trade  as  ufMial  with  the  West  India  Idands ;  but 
now,  believing  no  doubt  Uiat  this  Grovemment 
has  not  strength  or  energy  in  itself  to  maintain 
any  system  bng,  what  has  she  done?  Pro- 
dttmed  a  blockade  on  the  remaining  islands  qf 
France,  so  that  we  are  now  confined  to  British 
islands  alone  I  We  are  restricted  from  trading 
there  by  blockade,  and  what  security  have  we, 
that  if  the  embargo  be  taken  off— for  I  wish  it 
were  off:  no  man  suffers  more  from  it,  in  pro- 
portion to  his  capilal,  than  I  do ;  but  I  stand 
here  the  Bepresentative  of  the  people,  and  must 
endeavor  to  act  in  such  a  manner  as  will  best 
secure  their  interests ;  and  I  pledge  myself  to 
Jmn  heart  and  hand  with  gentlemen  to  take  it 
efl^  whenever  we  can  have  a  safe  and  honorable 
trade-4hat,  from  onr  submitting  to  these  inter- 
dictionS)  as  a  right  of  Great  Britain,  she  may 
not  choose  to  interdict  all  trade,  she  being  om- 
nipoteot,  and  sole  mistress  of  the  ocean,  as  we 
were  told  by  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut. 
I  have  seen  a  late  English  pamphlet,  called 
*^  Hints  to  both  Parties.'' said  to  be  by  a  minis- 
terial writer,  to  this  effect:  that  Great  Britain, 
having  command  over  all  the  seas,  could  and 
eoght  to  exclude  and  monopolize  tne  trade  of 
the  world  to  herself  This  pamphlet  goes  criti- 
esDy  into  an  examination  of  the  subject;  says 
that  by  a  stroke  of  polii^^  she  can  cut  us  off 
from  oar  extensive  trade;  that  she  has  the 
power,  and,  having  the  power,  she  ought  to 


Tuesday,  November  22. 
Ths  Enibargo. 

Mr.  MooRB  said  the  gentleman  from  Oon- 
nectiout  had  asked  if  the  embargo  had  been 
productive  of  the  consequences  expected  to  re- 
sult from  it  when  passed  ?  Had  it  not  been 
more  injurious  to  the  United  States  than  to 
foreign  nations?  It  is  certainly  true  (said  Mr. 
M.)  that  it  has  not  been  productive  of  all  the 
effects  expected  by  those  who  were  its  advo- 
cates when  it  passed,  but  it  has  not  had  a  fair 
experiment.  The  law  had  been  violated,  and 
an  illicit  commerce  carried  on,  by  which  the 
belligerents  have  received  such  supplies  as  to 
have  partially  prevented  its  good  effects. 

The  publications  throughout  the  United 
States,  and  thence  in  Englan^  that  the  em- 
bargo could  not  be  maintained,  have  induced 
the  belligerents  to  believe  that  we  wanted  en- 
ergy, and  that  we  are  too  fluctuating  in  our 
councils  to  persevere  in  a  measure  which  re- 
quires privations  from  the  people.  Under 
wese  drcumstances,  it  appears  to  me  that  tiie 
embargo  has  not  had  a  fair  trial  I  have  ever 
been  of  opinion  that  the  only  warfare  which 
we  could  ever  carry  on  to  advantage,  must  be 
conmiercial ;  and,  but  for  evasions  and  miscal- 
culations on  our  weakness,  we  should  before 
this  have  h&esk  suffered  to  pursue  our  accus- 
tomed trade. 

It  has  been  asked  whether  the  embajrgo  haa 
not  operated  more  on  the  United  States  than 
on  the  European  Powers  9  In  estiniating  this^ 
it  will  be  proper  to  take  into  consideration  the 
evils  prevented,  as  well  as  the  ii\|ury  done  by 
the  embargo.  If  the  embargo  haa  not  passed, 
is  it  not  certain  that  the  whole  produce  of  the 
United  States  would  have  invited  attack  and 
offered  a  bait  to  the  rapacity  of  the  belligerent 
cruisers?  If  a  few  have  accidentally  escaped 
them,  it  is  no  evidence  that,  if  the  embargo 
had  not  been  laid,  the  whole  would  not  havo 
been  in  the  hands  of  the  belligerents.  That 
both  belligerents  have  manifested  hostilities  by 
edicts  which  prostrated  our  commerce,  will  not 
be  denied  by  any  gentleman.  Great  Britiun. 
on  a  former  occasion,  passed  an  order,  sent  it 
out  secreliy,  and  before  our  Minister  was  offi- 
cially notified,  it  was  ih  full  operation.  Their 
late  orders  included  all  our  oommeroe  which 
was  afloat.  Was  it  not  to  be  expected  that 
such  would  have  been  the  policy  of  Great 
Britain  in  this  case,  and  such  our  proportionate 
loss,  if  the  embargo  had  not  been  laid,  and  thus 
snatched  this  vfduable  commwce  from  their 
grasp? 

WiDHssDAY,  November  28« 
The  Embcvrgo, 
Mr.  Orawfobd  said  that  one  of  the  olifects  of 
the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  was,  no  doubt, 
to  obtain  information  of  the  effects  of  the  em- 
bargo system  from  every  part  of  the  United 
States.  This  information  was  very  desirable  al 
the  present  time,  to  assist  the  Goundls  of  the 
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nation  in  an  opinion  of  the  course  proper  to  be 
porsoed  in  relation  to  it.  A  Government  found- 
ed, like  oufs,  on  the  principle  of  the  will  of  the 
nation,  which  snbsieted  but  bj  it,  should  be  at- 
tentive as  far  as  possible  to  the  feelings  and 
wishes  of  the  people  over  whom  they  presided* 
He  did  not  say  that  the  Representatives  of  a 
free  people  ought  to  yield  implicit  obedience  to 
any  portion  of  the  people  who  may  believe  them 
to  act  erroneously;  but  their  will,  when  fairly 
expressed,  ought  to  have  great  weight  on  a  Gov- 
ernment like  ours.  The  Senate  had  received 
several  descriptions  of  tiie  effects  produced  by 
the  embargo  in  the  eastern  section  of  the  Union. 
As  the  Representative  of  another  extreme  of 
this  nation,  Mr.  0.  said  he  conceived  it  his  duty 
to  give  a  fair,  faithful,  and  candid  representa- 
tion of  the  sentiments  of  the  people  whom  he 
had  the  honor  to  represent.  It  was  always 
the  duty  of  a  Representative  to  examine 
whether  the  effects  expected  from  any  given 
measure,  had  or  had  not  been  produced.  If 
this  were  a  general  duty,  how  much  more  im- 
periously was  it  their  duty  at  this  time  I  Every 
one  admitted  that  considerable  sufferings  have 
been  undergone,  and  much  more  was  now  to 
be  home. 

Gentlemen  have  considered  this  subject,  gen- 
erally, in  a  two-fold  view,  (said  Mr.  0.,)  as  to  its 
effects  on  ourselves,  and  as  to  its  effects  on  foreign 
Bations.  I  think  this  a  proper  and  correct 
division  of  the  subject,  because  we  are  certainly 
more  interested  in  the  effects  of  tlie  measure 
on  ourselves  than  on  other  nations.  I  shall 
therefore  thus  pursue  the  subject 

It  is  in  vain  to  deny  that  this  is  not  a  pros*' 
perous  time  in  the  United  States;  Uiat  our 
situation  is  neither  promising  nor  flattering.  It 
10  impossible  to  say  that  we  have  suffer^  no 
privations  in  the  year  1808,  or  that  Uiere  is  a 
general  spirit  of  oidntent  throughout  the  United 
States;  but  I  am  very  far  from  believing  flbat 
there  is  a  general  spirit  of  discontent.  When- 
ever the  measures  of  the  Government  imme- 
diately affect  the  interest  of  any  eonsiderable 
portion  of  its  citizens,  discontents  will  arise, 
however  great  the  beziefits  which  are  expected 
from  such  measures.  One  discontented  man 
excites  more  attention  than  a  thousand  con- 
tented men,  and  hence  the  number  of  discon- 
tented is  always  overrated.  In  the  country 
which  I  represent,  I  believe  no  measure  is  more 
applauded  or  more  cheerfully  submitted  to  than 
the  embargo.  It  has  been  viewed  there  as  the 
only  alternative  to  avoid  war.  It  is  a  measure 
which  is  enforced  in  that  countrv  at  every 
sacrifice.  At  the  same  time  that  I  make  this 
declaration,  I  am  justified  in  asserting  that 
there  is  no  section  of  the  Union  whose  inter- 
ests are  more  immediately  affected  by  the  meas- 
ure than  the  Southern  States— (^an  the  State  of 
Georgia. 

We  have  been  told  by  an  honorable  gentle- 
man, who  has  declaimed  with  great  force  and 
eloquence  agtunst  this  measure,  that  great  part 
of  Uie  product  of  the  Eastern  country  has  found 


its  way  into  market;  that  new  ways  have  been 
cut  open,  and  produce  has  found  its  way  out. 
Not  so  with  us ;  we  raise  no  provisions,  except 
a  small  quantity  of  rice,  for  exportation.  The 
production  of  our  lands  lies  on  our  hands.  "We 
have  suffered,  and  now  suffer ;  yet  we  have 
not  complained. 

The  fears  of  the  Southern  States  particularly 
have  been  addressed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut,  by  a  declaration  that  Great  Britain, 
whose  fleets  cover  the  ocean,  will  certainly 
find  a  source  from  which  to  procure  supplies  of 
those  raw  materials  which  she  has  heretofore 
been  in  the  habit  of  receiving  from  us ;  and 
that  having  thus  found  another  market,  when 
we  have  found  the  evil  of  our  ways,  slie  will 
turn  a  deaf  ear  to  us.  By  way  of  exemplifica- 
tion, the  gentleman  cited  a  familiar  example  of 
a  man  buying  butter  from  his  neighbors.  It 
^d  not  appear  to  me  that  this  butter  story  re- 
ceived a  very  happy  elucidation.  In  the  coun- 
try in  which  he  lives  there  are  so  many  buyers 
and  so  many  sellers  of  butter,  that  no  difScHlty 
results  from  a  change  of  purchasers  or  custom- 
ers. Not  so  with  our  raw  material.  Admitting 
that  Britain  can  find  other  markets  with  ease, 
there  ia  still  a  great  distinction  between  this 
and  the  gentleman^s  butter  case.  When  a  man 
sells  butter  he  receives  money  or  supplies  in 
payment  for  it.  His  wants  and  wisues  and 
those  of  h^  purchasers  are  so  reciprocal,  that 
no  difficulty  can  ever  arise.  But  Great  Britain 
must  always  purchase  raw  materials  of  those 
who  purchase  her  manufactures.  It  is  not  to 
oblige  us  that  she  takes  our  raw  materials,  but 
it  is  because  we  take  her  manufactures  in  ex- 
change. So  long  as  this  state  of  things  con- 
tinues, so  long  they  will  continue  to  resort  to 
our  market  I  have  considered  the  gentleman's 
argument  on  this  point  as  applied  to  the  feelings 
of  the  Southern  country.  K o  article  exported 
from  the  iTnited  States  equals  cotton  in  amount 
K  then  we  are  willing  to  run  the  risk,  I  trust 
no  other  part  of  the  I&lted  States  will  hesitate 
oh  this  subject. 

Another  reason  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut,  and  a  substantial  one  if  true,  ia, 
that  this  measure  cannot  be  executed.  If  this 
be  the  case,  it  is  certainly  in  vain  to  persevere 
in  it,  for  the  non-execution  of  any  public  law 
must  have  a  bad  tendency  on  the  morals  of  the 
people.  But  the  facility  with  which  the  gen- 
tleman represents  these  laws  to  have  been 
evaded,  proves  that  the  morals  of  the  evaders 
could  not  have  been  very  sound  when  the 
measure  was  adopted;  for  a  man  trained  to 
virtue  wiU  not,  whatever  facility  exists,  on  that 
account,  step  into  the  paths  of  error  and  vice. 

Although  I  believe  myself  that  this  measure 
has  not  been  properly  executed,  nor  in  that  way 
in  which  the  situation  of  our  country  might  rea- 
sonably have  mduced  us  to  expect,  yet  it  has 
been  so  far  executed  as  to  produce  some  good 
effect.  So  far  as  the  orders  and  decrees  remain 
in  fall  force,  so  far  it  has  failed  of  the  effect 
hoped  from  it    But  it  has  produced  a  consider- 
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able  effect,  as  I  shall  attempt  to  show  here- 
after. 

In  ooinmenting  on  this  part  of  the  gentle- 
man's obeeryatiooB,  it  becomes  proper  to  notice, 
not  an  insinnation,  but  a  positive  declaration 
that  the  secret  intention  of  lajing  the  embargo 
was  to  destroy  commerce ;  and  was  in  a  state 
of  hostilitj  to  the  avowed  intention.  This 
certainly  is  a  heavy  charge.  In  a  Government 
like  this,  we  riionld  act  openly,  honestly,  and 
candidly ;  the  people  ooght  to  know  their  situa- 
tion, and  the  views  of  those  who  conduct  their 
affairs.  It  is  the  worst  of  political  dishonesty 
to  adopt  a  measure,  and  offer  that  reason  as  a 
motive  for  it  which  is  not  the  tme  and  sabstan- 
tial  one.  The  tme  and  substantial  reason  for 
the  embaiigo,  the  gentleman  says  he  believes, 
was  to  destroy  commerce,  and  on  its  ruins  to 
raise  up  domestic  manufactures.  This  idea,  I 
think,  though  not  expressly  combated  by  the 
observations  of  the  gentleman  from  Delaware, 
Qfx,  Wmrs,)  was  substantially  refuted  by  him. 
That  gentleman,  with  great  elegance  and  some- 
thing of  sarcasm,  applied  to  the  House  to  know 
how  the  Treasury  would  be  filled  in  the  next 
vear;  and  observed  that  the  *' present  incum- 
bent of  the  Presidential  palace  "  would  not  dare 
to  resort  to  a  direct  tax,  because  a  former  Ad- 
minislration  had  done  so  and  felt  the  effects  of 
it,  insinuating  that  the  present  Administration 
did  not  possess  courage  enough  to  attempt  it 
Kow,  I  ask,  if  they  dare  not  resort  to  a  direct 
tax,  exdselaws,  and  stamp  acts,  where  will 
they  obtain  money  ?  In  what  way  will  the  public 
coffers  be  filled  ?  The  gentleman  must  acknowU 
edge  that  all  our  present  revenue  ib  derived  from 
commerce,  and  must  continue  to  be  so,  except 
resort  be  had  to  a  direct  tax,  and  the  gentleman 
says  we  have  not  courage  enough  for  that.  The 
gentleman  from  Oonneoticut  must  suppose,  if  the 
gentleman  from  Delaware  be  correct,  that  the 
Administration  seeks  its  own  destruction.  We 
must  have  revenue,  and  yet  are  told  that  we  wish 
to  destroy  the  only  way  in  which  it  can  be  had, 
except  by  a  direct  tax ;  a  resort  to  which,  it  is 
asserted,  would  drive  us^om  the  public  service. 

But  we  are  told,  with  a  grave  uice,  that  a  dis- 
position is  manifested  to  make  this  measure  per- 
manent The  States  who  call  themselves 
commercial  States,  when  compared  with  the 
Southern  States,  may  emphatically  be  called 
manufiicturing  States.  The  Southern  States  are 
not  manufacturing  States,  while  the  great  com- 
moroal  States  are  absolutdy  the  manu&ctnrinff 
States.  If  this  embargo  system  were  intended 
to  be  permanent,  those  commercial  States  would 
be  b^iefited  by  the  exchange,  to  the  injury  of 
the  Southern  States.  It  is  impossible  for  us  to 
find  a  market  for  our  produce  but  by  foreign 
commerce;  and  whenever  a  change  of  the  kind 
aUuded  to  is  made,  that  change  will  operate  to 
the  injury  of  the  Southern  States  more  than  to 
the  injury  of  the  commercial  States,  so  called. 

But  another  secret  motive  with  whieh  the 
Government  is  charged  to  have  been  actuated 
IS,  that  this  measure  was  intended  and  is  calou* 


lated  to  promote  the  interests  of  France.  To 
be  sure  none  of  the  gentlemen  have  expressly 
said  that  we  are  under  French  influence,  but  a 
resort  is  had  to  the  expos^  of  the  French  Minis- 
ter, and  a  deduction  thence  made  that  the 
embargo  was  laid  at  the  wish  of  Bonaparte. 
The  gentleman  from  Oonnecticut  told  us  of  this 
expos^  for  this  purpose;  and  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  appeared  to  notice  it  with 
the  same  view. 

Now  we  are  told  that  there  is  no  danger  of 
war,  except  it  be  because  we  have  understood 
that  Bonaparte  has  said  there  shall  be  no  neu- 
trals; and  that,  if  we  repeal  the  embargo,  we 
may  expect  that  he  will  make  war  on  us.  And 
this  w  the  only  source  from  whence  the  gentle- 
man could  see  any  danger  of  war.  If  this  de- 
claration a^nst  neutrtJity  which  is  attributed 
to  the  GaUic  Emperor  be  true,  and  it  may  be  so, 
his  Gallic  Majeshr  could  not  pursue  a  more  di- 
rect course  to  efi^t  his  own  wishes  than  to  de- 
clare that  our  embargo  had  been  adopted  under 
his  influence.  And  unless  the  British  Mimster 
had  more  political  sagacity  than  the  gentleman 
who  offered  the  evidence  of  the  expose  in  pro(^ 
of  the  charge,  it  would  produce  the  very  end 
which  those  gentlemen  wished  to  avoid— a  war 
with  Great  Britain ;  for  she  would  commence 
the  attack  could  she  believe  this  country  under 
the  influence  of  France.  I  would  just  as  much 
believe  in  the  sincerity  of  that  expos^,  as  Mr. 
Canning's  sincerity,  when  he  says  tnat  his  Ma> 
jesty  would  gladly  make  any  sacrifice  to  restore 
to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  its  wonted 
activity.  No  man  in  the  nation  is  silly  enough 
to  be  gulled  by  these  declarations;  but,  from 
the  use  made  of  them,  we  should  be  led  to  think 
otherwise,  were  it  not  for  the  exercise  of  our 
whole  stock  of  charity.  Now,  I  cannot  believe 
that  any  man  in  this  nation  does  believe  in  the 
sincerity  of  Mr.  Canning's  expressions,  or  that 
Bonaparte  believes  that  the  embargo  was  laid 
to  promote  his  interest  I  cannot  believe  that 
there  is  any  man  in  this  nation  who  does  can* 
didly  and  seriously  entertain  such  an  opinion. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  says  it  is 
true  that  a  conaderable  alarm  was  excited  in 
England  when  the  news  of  the  embargo  arrived 
there ;  that  they  had  been  led  to  beheve,  from 
their  writers  and  speakers,  that  a  discontinuance 
of  their  intercourse  with  this  country  would  be 
productive  of  most  ii^urious  consequences;  but 
that  they  were  now  convinced  that  all  their 
writers  and  statesmen  were  mistaken,  and  that 
she  can  suffer  a  discontinuance  of  intercourse 
without  being  convulsed  or  suffering  at  all.  To 
believe  this  requires  a  considerable  portion  of 
credulity,  especially  when  the  most  intelligent 
men  afi&rm  to  the  contrary.  In  the  last  of 
March  or  the  first  of  April  last,  we  find,  on  an 
examination  of  merchants  at  the  Bar  of  the 
British  House  of  Commons,  that  the  most  posi- 
tive iijury  must  result  from  a  continuance  of 
non-intercourse.  It  is  not  possible  that  our 
merchants  on  this  side  of  the  water,  however 
intelligent  Uiey  maybe,  can  be  as  well  aoquaint- 
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ed  with  the  interests  of  Great  Britain  as  her 
most  intelligent  merchants.    Hiis  alarm,  how- 
ever, the  gentleman  has  told   ns,  continned 
throagh  the  spring  and  dissipated  in  the  summer. 
It  is  very  easj  to  discoyer  the  cause  of  the  dis- 
sipation of  this  alarm.    It  was  not  because  the 
loss  of  intercourse  was  not  calculated  to  produce 
an  efEect,  but  it  proceeded  from  an  adventitious 
cause,  which  could  not  have  been  anticipated— 
the  revolution  in  Spain ;  and  there  is  no  intelli- 
gent man  who  will  not  acknowledge  its  iiHurious 
effects  on  our  concerns.    No  sooner  did  the 
British  Ministers  see  a  probability  that  the 
struggle   between  the   Spanish   patriota   and 
France  would  be  maintained,  than  they  concaved 
hopes  that  they  might  find  other  supplies;  and 
then  they  thought  they  might  give  to  the  people 
an  impulse  by  interesting  the  nation  in  the  affairs 
of  Spain,  which  would  render  lighter  the  effects 
of  our  embargo.    This  is  the  cause  of  the  change 
in  Mr.  Oanning's  language ;  for  every  gentleman 
in  the  House  knows  that  a  very  material  change 
took  place  in  it  in  the  latter  part  of  the  summer. 
If  then  the  embargo  has  not  produced  the  effects 
calcuhited  from  it)  we  have  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  its  failure  to  produce  these  effects  has 
been  connected  with  causes  wholly  adventitious, 
and  which  may  give  way  if  the  nation  adheres 
to  the  measure.    If^  however,  there  be  any  prob- 
ability that  these  causes  will  be  continued  for 
a  long  time,  we  ou^ht  to  abandon  it.    I  am  not 
in  favor  of  continmng  anv  measure  of  this  kind, 
except  there  be  a  probability  of  its  producing 
•ome  effect  on  those  who  make  it  necessary  for 
us  to  exercise  this  act  of  self-deniaL    When  I 
first  saw  the  account  of  the  revolution  in  Spain, 
my  fears  were  excited  lest  it  ^ould  produce 
the  effect  which  it  has  done.    Ab  soon  as  I  saw 
the  stand  made  by  the  Spanish  patriotsJ[  was 
apprehensive  that  it  might  buoy  up  the  British 
nation  under  the  sufferings  arising  from  the 
effects  of  their  iniquitous  orders,  which,  com- 
pared with  the  sufferings  which  we  ourselves 
nave  borne,  have  been  as  a  hundred  to  one. 
If  there  be  evidence  that  the  effects  of  tiiis  meas- 
ure will  yet  be  counteracted  by  recent  events 
in  Spain,  I  will  abandon  it,  but  its  substitute 
should  be  war,  and  no  ordinary  war — ^I  say  tlds 
notwithstanding   the  petitions  in   the    other 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  the  resolutions 
of  a  State  L^lature  which  have  lately  been 
published.    When  I  read  the  resolutions,  called 
onphatically  the  Essex  resolutions,  I  blush  for 
the  disgrace  they  reflect  on  my  country.    We 
are  told  there  that  this  nation  has  no  just  cause 
of  complaint  against  Great  Britain;  and  that 
all  our  complaints  are  a  mere  pretext  for  war. 
I  blush  that  any  man  belonging  to  the  great 
American  family  should  be  so  debased,  so  de- 
graded, so  lost  to  every  generous  and  national 
feeling,  as  to  make  a  declaration  of  this  kind. 
It  is  debasing  to  the  national  character. 

How  are  these  orders  and  decrees  to  be  op- 
posed but  by  war,  except  we  keep  without  their 
reach?  If  the  embaroo  produces  a  repeal  ^ 
these  edicts,  we  effect  it  without  going  to  war. 


Whenever  we  repeal  the  embargo  we  are  at  i 
or  we  abandon  our  neutral  rights.  It  is  impoa- 
Bible  to  take  the  middle  ground,  and  say  that 
we  do  not  abandon  them  by  trading  with  Gnat 
Britain  alone.  Ton  must  submit,  or  oppose 
force  to  force.  Can  arming  our  merchant  ves- 
sels, by  rensting  the  whole  navy  of  Great 
Britain,  oppose  foroe  to  force  f  It  is  impoasible. 
The  idea  £s  absurd. 

By  way  of  ridiculing  the  embargo,  the  genUe- 
man  from  Oonnecticut,  in  his  fiuniliar  way,  has 
attempted  to  expose  this  measure.  He  eiudr 
dated  it  by  one  of  those  iSunfiiar  examples  by 
which  he  generally  exemplifies  his  preoepts. 
He  says  your  neighbor  tells  you  that  yon  ttiall 
not  trade  with  another  nei«ibor,  and  yoa  aaj 
yon  wUl  not  trade  at  alL  llow  this,  he  sayi^ 
is  very  magnanimous^  but  it  is  a  kind  of  magna- 
nimity wiu  which  he  is  not  acquainted.  Kow 
let  us  see  the  magnanimity  of  that  gentleman, 
and  see  if  it  savors  more  of  true  magnanimity 
than  our  course.  Great  Britain  and  France  each 
sa^  that  we  diall  not  trade  with  the  other. 
We  say  we  will  not  trade  with  either  of  them, 
because  we  believe  our  trade  will  be  important 
to  both  of  them.  The  gentleman  says  it  is  a 
poor  way  of  defending  the  national  rights.  Sup- 
pose we  pursue  his  course.  Great  Britain  says 
we  shall  not  trade  to  France;  we  say  we  will 
not,  but  will  obey  her.  We  will  trade  upon 
such  terms  as  she  may  impose.  **  This  will  be 
magnanimity  indeed;  this  will  be  defending 
commerce  with  a  witness  P'  It  will  be  bowing 
the  neck  to  the  yoke.  The  opposition  to  taxar 
tion  against  our  consent,  at  the  commenoement 
<tf  the  Revolution,  was  not  more  meritorloos 
thui  the  oppodtion  to  tribute  and  impQsitioii  at 
the  present  day.  I  cannot,  for  my  soul,  see  the 
difference  between  paying  tribute  and  a  tadt 
acquiescence  in  the  British  Orden  in  Ck>nnoiL 
True,  every  gentieman  revolts  at  paying  tribute. 
But  where  is  the  difference  tbetween  that  and 
suffering  yourself  to  be  controlled  by  the  ar- 
bitrary act  of  another  nation  9  If  von  raise  the 
embargo  you  must  oarrv  your  produce  to  Great 
Britain  uid  pay  an  arbitrary  sum  before  you 
can  carry  it  elsewhere.  If  it  remains  there,  the 
markets  will  be  glutted  and  it  will  produce 
nothing.  For  it  appears,  from  the  very  evidence 
to  which  I  have  before  alluded,  that  at  least 
feur-fifths  of  our  whole  exports  of  tobacco  must 
go  to  England  and  pay  a  tax  before  we  could 
look  for  a  market  elsewhere,  and  that  out  of 
seventy-five  thousand  hogslieads  raised  in  this 
country,  not  more  than  fifteen  thousand  are 
consumed  in  Great  Britain.  Where  does  the 
remainder  usually  got  Why.  to  the  ports  of 
the  Oontinent.  I  ask,  then,  ir  the  whole  ooa- 
sumption  of  Great  Britain  oe  but  fifteen  thou- 
sand hoffsheads,  if  an  annual  addition  of  sixty 
thousand  hogsheads  be  thrown  into  that  marked 
would  it  sell  for  the  ooeU  of  freight?  Oertainly 
not  The  same  would  be  the  sitnati<m  of  our 
other  produce. 

The  ffentleman  from  I>e]aware  (Mr.  Wnm) 
has  said,  that,  by  repealing  the  ambargo^  wo 
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can  now  carry  on  s  aafe  and  Becnre  trade  to  the 
extent  of  nearly  four-fifths  of  the  amoant  of  oar 
domestic  prodacttons.  There  is  nothing  more 
delnsive,  and  better  calciilated  to  impose  on 
those  who  do  not  Investigate  subjects,  than  these 
calcalationa  in  gross.  If  the  gentleman  will  take 
the  trouble  to  make  the  ueoessaiy  inqairies,  he 
will  find  that  instead  of  Great  Britain  taking  to 
the  amoant  he  supposes  of  oar  4ome8tio  produc- 
tionsi  she  taltes  nothing  like  it.  It  is  true  that 
a  large  proportion  of  oar  domestic  exports  is 
shipped  ostensibly  lor  Great  Britain ;  but  it  is 
eqmdly  tnie  that  a  very  laige  proportion  of 
these  very  exports  fiod  their  way  mto  the  con- 
tinenital  ports.  For  the  British  merchants  in 
their  examination  before  the  House  of  Conmions, 
already  alloded  to,  say  that  three-fourths  of 
their  receipts  for  exportation  to  the  United 
Stales  have  been  usually  drawn  from  the  Gon- 
tinent;  and  that  even  if  the  embargo  was  re- 
moved and  the  Orders  in  Gouncil  were  oon- 
tinned,  they  must  stop  their  exportation,  because 
the  continental  ports  would  be  dosea  against 
American  vessds ;  because  their  coasts  swarm 
with  English  cruisersi  the  French  must  know 
that  the  Americsn  vessels  attempting  to  enter 
have  come  from  an  English  port.  That  they 
had  facilities'  of  conveyance  to  the  Gondnent 
prior  to  the  Orders  in  Gouncil,  the  merchants 
acknowledged;  and  when  requested  to  explain 
the  Biode  <^  conveyance,  they  begged  to  be  ex- 
cused. No  doubt  every  gentleman  hss  seen 
these  depodtions,  or  might  have  seen  them,  for 
they  have  been  published  in  slmost  every  pq>er 
on  the  Gontinent.  They  have  opened  to  me 
and  to  my  constitnents  a  scene  perfectly  new. 
They  tell  yon  that  the  Berlin  decree  was  noth- 
ing. Notwithstanding  that  decree,  they  had 
a  ncility  of  conveying  produce  into  the  conti- 
nentsl  ports;  but  the  Orders  of  Gouncil  com- 
pletely shut  the  ports  oi  the  Gontinent  against 
the  entrance  of  American  vessels.  On  this  point 
there  was  no  contrariety  of  opinion :  and  several 
of  these  merchants  declared  that  they  had  sent 
▼essela  to  Hie  Gontinent  a  very  few  days  before 
the  date  of  the  Orders  of  GoundL  This  dearly 
ahows  that  anycondusion  to  be  drawn  from 
the  gross  amount  of  exports  must  be  fallacious, 
and  that  probably  three-fourths  ought  to  be  de- 
ducted from  the  gross  amount  This  statement 
of  the  gentleman  from  Dehiware^  which  holds 
cat  to  the  public  the  prospect  of  a  lucrative 
trade  in  four-fifths  of  their  exports,  will  certainly 
have  a  tendency  to  render  tnem  uneasy  under 
the  privations  which  they  are  called  upon  to 
sufler  \fj  the  iniquitoos  measures  of  foreign  na- 
tions.  Althouc^  the  statement  was  extremely 
delusive,  I  do  not  say  that  the  gentleman  meant 
to  ddade  l^  it  This,  however,  being  the  ef- 
fect of  the  gentleman's  assertion,  I  am  certainly 
warranted  in  saying  that  the  evidence  of  the 
British  merchants  who  carry  on  this  trader  is 
better  anthority  than  the  gentleman's  state- 
ments. 

Bnt  admit,  for  the  sske  <^  argument,  and  on 
ifeo  other  ground  woold  I  admit  it^  that  these 


gross  statements  are  correct;  and  that,  at  tlie 
time  the  embargo  was  adopted,  these  Orders  in 
Gooncil  notwithstanding,  the  trade  of  the  United 
States  could  have  been  carried  on  to  this  extent 
What  security  have  we,  if  the  embargo  had  not 
been  l^d,  after  submitting  and  compromitting 
the  national  dignity  and  independence,  that  the 
British  aggressions  and  Orders  in  Gouncil  wouid 
have  stopped  at  the  point  at  which  we  find 
them?  Have  we  not  condusive  evidence  to 
the  contrary?  Are  we  not  ofBciidly  notified 
that  the  French  leeward  islands  are  declared  by 
proclamation  in  a  state  of  blockade?  And  do 
we  not  know  that  this  is  but  carrying  into  efiTect 
a  report  of  the  committee  of  the  British  House 
of  Ck>mmon8  on  the  West  India  Islands,  in  which 
this  measure  is  recommended,  and  in  which  it 
is  stated  that  His  Britannic  Mi^esty's  West  India 
subjects  ought  to  receive  further  aid  by  placing 
these  islan£  in  a  state  of  blockade?  1  can  see 
in  this  measure  nothing  but  a  continuation  of 
the  system  recommended  last  winter  in  this 
report,  and  published — ^for  the  information  of 
the  United  States,  I  suppose. 

If  the  embargo  should  be  repealed,  and  our 
vessels  suffered  to  go  out  in  the  fece  of  the  pres- 
ent orders  in  Gouncil  and  blockading  decrees 
and  proclamations,  Mr.  G.  sud,  they  would  but 
expose  us  to  new  insults  and  aggresmons.  It 
was  in  vdn  to  talk  about  the  magnanimitv  of 
nations.  It  was  not  that  magnanimity  which 
induced  nations  as  well  as  men  to  act  honestly ; 
and  that  was  the  best  kind  of  magnanimity. 
The  very  magnanimity  which  had  induced  them 
to  distress  our  commerce,  woTild  equally  induce 
them  to  out  off  the  pitiful  portion  they  had  1^ 
to  us.  In  a  ffeneral  point  of  view,  {here  was 
now  no  lawfm  commerce.  No  vessel  could  sail 
from  the  United  States  without  being  liable  to 
condemnation  in  Britain  or  France.  If  they 
sailed  to  France,  Mr.  G.  said^  they  were  carried 
into  Britain ;  if  they  sailed  to  Britain,  they  were 
carried  into  ^rancei  Now,  he  asked,  whether 
men  who  had  any  regard  to  national  honor 
would  consent  to  navigate  the  ocean  on  terms 
so  disgraceftd?  We  must  be  cool  calculators, 
indeed,  if  we  could  submit  to  disgrace  like  this  I 

The  last  reason  offered  by  the  supporters  of 
the  present  resolution,  Mr.  G.  said,  may  prop- 
erly be  said  to  be  an  argument  in  Urrorem. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  says,  by  way 
of  aMtract  proposition,  that  a  perseverance  in  a 
measure  opposed  to  tiie  feelings  and  interests 
of  the  people  may  lead  to  opposition  and  insur- 
rection; but  the  gentleman  fh)m  Gonnecticut 
uses  the  same  expresnons  as  applicable  to  the 
embargo.  It  may  be  a  forcible  argument  with 
spme  gentlemen,  and  most  likdy  may  have  had 
its  effect  on.  those  who  intended  it  to  produce 
an  effect  on  others.  But  I  trust  that  this  House 
and  this  nation  are  not  to  be  addressed  in  this 
way.  Our  understandings  may  be  convinced 
by  reason,  but  an  address  to  our  fears  ought  to 
be  treatea  with  contempt  If  I  were  capable  of 
bdng  actuated  by  motives  of  fear,  I  should  be 
unworthy  of  the  seat  which  I  hold  on  this  fioor. 
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If  tlie  nation  be  satisfied  that  any  course  is  prop- 
er, it  would  be  base  and  degrading  to  bediiven 
from  it  bj  the  discordant  murmurs  of  a  minori- 
ty. "We  are  cautioned  to  beware  how  we  exe- 
cute a  measure  with  which  the  feelings  of  the 
people  are  at  war.  I  should  be  the  last  to  per- 
sist in  a  measure  which  ii\juriously  affected  tibe 
interest  of  the  United  States ;  but  no  man  feels 
more  imperiously  the  duty  of  persevering  in  a 
course  which  is  right,  notwithstanding  the  con- 
trary opinion  of  a  few ;  and  though  I  may  regret 
and  respect  the  feelings  of  these  few,  I  will  per- 
sist in  the  course  which  I  believe  to  be  right,  at 
the  expense  even  of  the  Government  itself. 

Mr.  MiTOHiLL  said  he  was  not  prepared  to 
vote  on  the  question  of  repealing  the  embargo 
laws,  in  the  predse  form  in  which  it  had  been 
brought  before  the  Senate.  There  was  as  yet  a 
want  of  information ;  for  certain  additional  doo- 
uments,  expected  from  the  Executive,  had  not 
yet  been  communicated,  and  the  select  com- 
mittee to  which  the  part  of  the  Message  con- 
cerning the  foreign  relations  of  the  country  was 
lately  referred,  had  not  brought  forward  a  re- 
port. He  would  have  been  better  pleased  if  ^e 
proposition  had  been  so  framed  as  to  have  ex- 
pressed indignation  at  the  injuries  our  Govern- 
ment had  received  from  foreign  nations.  Then 
he  would  cheerfully  have  given  it  his  concur- 
rence. But  now,  when  those  who  are  willing 
to  do  something,  though  not  exactly  what  the 
motion  proposes,  are  made  to  vote  directly 
against  a  removal  of  the  existing  restrictions 
upon  our  commerce,  tiieir  situation  is  rather 
unpleasant ;  indeed,  it  is  unfair,  inasmuch  as  they 
must  either  give  their  assent  to  a  measure,  to 
the  time  and  manner  of  which  they  may  be 
averse,  or  they  must  vote  negatively  in  a  case 
which,  but  for  some  incidental  or  formal  matter, 
would  have  met  their  hearty  approbation.  He 
could,  therefore,  have  wished  that  the  question 
had  been  presented  to  the  House  in  such  terms 
as  to  afford  an  opportunity  of  expressing  their 
sense  of  the  wrongs  our  nation  had  endured 
from  foreign  Sovereigns,  and  of  the  restrictions 
laid  upon  American  commerce  by  their  unjust 
regulations,  as  well  as  on  the  further  restrictions 
that,  under  the  pressure  of  events  it  had  been 
thought  necessary  for  our  own  Legislature  to 
impose. 

I  now  come  to  the  year  1806,  an  eventfinl  year 
to  the  foreign  commerce  of  our  people.  An  ex- 
travagant and  armed  trade  had  for  a  consider- 
able time  been  carried  on  by  some  of  our  citi- 
zens with  the  emancipated  or  revolted  blacks  of 
Haytl  The  French  Minister,  conformably  to 
the  instructions  of  his  Grovemment,  remonstra- 
ted against  this  traffic  as  ungracious  and  improp- 
er ;  and  under  an  impression  that  our  citizens 
ought  to  be  restrained  from  intercourse  with  the 
negroes  of  Hispaniola,  Congress  passed  an  act 
forbidding  that  altogether.  This  was  the  sec- 
ond time  that  our  Government  circumscribed 
the  conmiercial  conduct  of  its  citizens.  It  was 
also  durmg  this  year  that  memorials  were  for- 
warded to  the  Executive  and  legislative  branches 


of  our  Government  by  the  merchants  of  our 
principal  seaports,  stating  the  vexations  of  their 
foreign  commerce  to  be  intolerable,  and  calling 
in  the  most  earnest  terms  for  relief  or  redress.. 


These  addresses  were  mostly  composed  with' 
great  ability;  it  seemed  as  if  the  merchants 
were  in  danger  of  total  ruin.  Their  sitaation 
was  depicted  as  being  denlorable  in  the  extreme. 
The  interpoation  of  uieir  Government  was 
asked  in  the  most  strenuous  and  pressing  terms ; 
and  your  table,  Mr.  President^  was  literally 
loaded  with  petitions.  The  chief  cause  of  this 
distress  was  briefly  this :  These  citizens  of  the 
United  States  were  engaged  during  the  war  in 
Europe,  in  a  commerce  with  enemies'  ooloDies 
not  open  in  time  of  peace;  by  this  means,  the 
produce  of  the  French  West  Indies  was  oon- 
veyed  under  the  netitral  flag  to  the  mother 
country.  Great  Britain  opposed  the  direct 
commerce  from  the  colony  to  France  throng 
the  neutral  bottom.  The  neutral  then  evaded 
the  attempt  against  him  by  landing  the  colonial 
produce  in  his  own  country,  and  after  having 
thus  neutralized  or  naturalized  it,  exported  it 
under  drawback  for  Bordeaux  or  Marseilles; 
this  proceeding  was  also  opposed  by  the  British, 
and  much  property  was  captured  and  condemn- 
ed in  executing  their  orders  against  it.  Their 
writers  Justified  their  conduct  by  charging  fraud 
upon  the  neutral  flag,  and  declaring  that  under 
cover  of  them  a  ^'  war  in  disguise''  was  carried 
on,  while  on  our  side  the  rights  of  neutrals  were 
defended  with  great  learning  and  ability  in  a 
most  profound  investigation  of  the  snbjeot. 

This  same  year  was  ushered  in  by  a  prodama- 
tion  of  General  Ferrand,  the  Ftenoh  conunand- 
ant  at  St  Domingo,  imposing  vexations  on  the 
trade  of  our  citizens ;  and  a  partial  non-impor- 
tation law  was  enacted  against  Great  Britain  by 
Congress  about  the  midSe  of  April.  But  these 
were  not  all  the  impediments  which  arose.  No- 
tices were  given  to  the  American  Minister  in 
London  of  several  blockades.  The  chief  of  these 
was  that  of  the  coast,  from  the  Elbe  to  Brest 
inclusive,  in  May.  And  here,  as  it  occurs  to 
me,  may  I  mention  the  spurions  blockade  of 
Ourra^oa,  under  which  numerous  captures  wa« 
made.  And  lastly,  to  complete  the  catalogue 
of  disasters  for  1806,  and  to  dose  the  wofnl 
climax,  the  French  decree  of  Berlin  came  forth 
in  November,  and,  as  if  sporting  with  the  in- 
terests and  feelings  of  Americans,  prodaimed 
Great  Britain  and  her  progeny  of  isles  to  be  in 
a  state  of  blockade. 

Hopes  had  been  entertained  that  such  a  vio- 
lent and  convulsed  condition  of  society  would 
not  be  of  long  duration.  Experience,  however, 
soon  proved  mat  the  inftiriate  rage  of  man  was 
as  yet  unsatisfied,  and  had  much  greater  lengths 
to  go.  For  early  in  the  succeeding  year  (1807), 
an  order  of  the  British  Oounoil  was  issued,  bj 
which  the  trade  of  neutrals^  and  of  course  of 
American  dtizens,  was  interdicted  from  the  port 
of  one  belligerent  to  the  port  of  another.  And 
in  the  ensuing  May,  the  rivers  Elbe,  Weser,  and 
Ems,  with  the  intogaoent  coasts  were  declared 
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by  them  to  be  in  a  state  of  blockade,  and  a 
similar  declaration  was  made  on  their  part  to 
neutrals  in  regard  to  the  straits  of  the  Barden- 
elles  and  the  city  of  Smyrna.  But  these  were 
bat  subordinate  incidents  in  this  commercial 
drama ;  the  catastrophe  of  the  tragedy  was  soon 
to  be  dcTelop^  **  On  the  22d  of  June,  by  a 
formal  order  from  a  British  Admiral,  onr  frigate 
Chesapeakei  leaving  her  port  for  a  distant  ser- 
vice, was  attacfced  by  one  of  these  vessels, 
which  had  been  lying  in  oar  harbors  under  the 
indulgence  of  hospitality,  was  disabled  from 
proceeding,  had  several  of  her  crew  killed,  and 
four  taken  away."  Immediately  the  President 
by  proclamation  interdicted  onr  harbors  and 
waters  to  all  British  armed  vessels,  and  forbade 
interconrse  with  them.  Under  an  uncertainty 
bow  &r  hostilities  were  intended,  and  the  town 
of  Norfolk  being  threatened  with  an  immediate 
attack,  a  snfficient  force  was  ordered  for  the 
IHt>tection  of  tliat  place,  and  such  other  prepara- 
tions commenced  and  pursued  as  the  prospect 
rendered  proper. 

In  furtherance  of  these  schemes,  a  proclama* 
tiou  was  published,  holding  all  tiieir  aosent  sea- 
men to  thehr  allegiance,  recalling  them  from 
foreifpi  services,  and  denouncing  heavy  penalties 
for  ^sobedience.  The  operation  of  this  upon 
the  American  merchant  service  would  have 
been  very  sensibly  felt.  Many  British  born 
sabjects  were  in  the  employ  of  our  merchants, 
and  that  very  Government,  which  claimed  as  a 
British  subject  every  American  citizen  who  had 
been  but  two  years  a  seaman  in  their  service, 
refused  to  be  bound  by  their  own  rule  in  rela* 
tion  to  British  sabjects  who  had  served  an  equal 
tenn  on  board  the  ships  of  the  United  St^s. 
Bat  this  was  not  all.  The  month  of  November 
was  disdnguiahed  by  an  order  retaliating  on 
Prance  a  decree  passed  by  her  some  time  before, 
declaring  the  sale  of  ships  by  belligerents  to  be 
illegal ;  and  thus,  by  virtue  of  cgncurrent  acts 
of  these  implacable  enemies,  thb  poor  neutral 
found  it  impossible  to  purchase  a  ship  either 
from  a  subject  of  Great  Britain  or  of  France. 
That  season  of  gloom  was  famous,  or  rather 
infamous,  for  another  act  pwfliibiting  wholly 
the  commerce  of  neutrals  with  the  enemies  of 
Great  Britain^  and  for  yet  another,  pregnant 
with  the  principles  of  lordly  domination  on 
their  part,  and  of  colonial  vassalage  on  our,  by 
which  the  citizens  of  these  independent  and 
sovereign  States  are  compelled  to  pay  duties  on 
tiieir  cargoes  in  British  ports,  and  receive 
licMiaee  under  ihe  authority  of  that  Government, 
as  a  condition  of  being  permitted  to  trade  to 
aay  part  of  Europe  in  possession  of  her  ene- 
mies. 

This  outrageous  edict  on  the  part  of  Britain 
was  succeeded  by  another  on  the  side  of  France, 
equalling,  or  if  possible,  surpassing  it  in  injus- 
tiee.  In  December  came  forth  the  decree  of 
IGlan,  enforcing  the  decree  of  Beriin  against 
American  trade ;  dooming  to  confiscation  every 
Teseel  of  the  United  Stat^  that  had  been  board- 
ed or  even  spoken  to  by  a  Briton,  and  encour- 
You  IV.— 2 


aging,  by  the  most  unjustifiable  lures,  passengers 
and  sailors  to  turn  informers.  The  abominable 
mandate  was  quickly  echoed  in  Spain,  and  sane-' 
tioned  by  the  approbation  of  His  Most  Oatholic 
Hajesty.  It  has  been  executed  wit^  shocking 
atrocity.  In  addition  to  other  calamities,  the 
property  of  neutrals  has  been  sequestered  in 
France,  and  their  ships  burned  by  her  crusiers 
on  the  ocean. 

Such,  Mr.  President,  was  the  situation  of  the 
European  world,  when  Congress  deemed  it  ne- 
cessary to  declare  an  embargo  on  our  own  ves- 
sels. Denmark  and  Prussia,  and  Russia,  and 
Portugal,  had  become  associated  or  allied  with 
France;  and,  with  the  exception  of  Sweden, 
the  commerce  of  our  citizens  was  prohibited, 
by  the  mutually  vindictive  and  retaliating  bel- 
ligerents, from  the*  White  Sea  to  the  Adriatic. 
American  ships  and  cargoes  were  declared  the 
prize  and  plunder  of  the  contending  powers. 
The  widely-extended  CQmmerce  of  our  people 
was  to  be  crushed  to  atoms  between  the  two 
mighty  millstones,  or  prudentiy  withdrawn  from 
its  dangerous  exposure,  and  detained  in  safety  at 
home.  Policy  md  prudence  dictated  the  latter 
measure.  And  as  the  ocean  was  become  tiie 
scene  of  political  storm  and  tempest,  more 
dreadful  than  had  ever  agitated  the  physical 
elements,  onr  citizens  were  admonished  to  par- 
take of  that  seouri^  for  their  persons  and  prop- 
erty, in  the  peaceful  havens  of  their  country, 
which  they  sought  in  vain  on  the  high  seas  and 
in  Furopean  harbors.  The  regulations,  so  de- 
structive to  our  commerce,  were  not  enacted 
by  us.  They  were  imposed  upon  us  by  foreign 
tyrants.  Oongress  had  no  volition  to  vote  upon 
the  question.  In  the  shipwreck  of  our  trade^ 
ail  that  remained  for  us  to  do,  was  to  save 
as  much  as  we  could  from  perishing,  and  as 
far  as  our  efforts  would  go,  to  prevent  a  total 
loss. 

I  touch,  with  a  delicate  hand,  the  mission  of 
Mr.  Bose.  The  arrival  of  tiiis  Envoy  Extra- 
ordinaiy  from  Britain  was  nearly  of  the  same 
date  with  an  order  of  his  Government,  blockad- 
ing Garthagena,  Oadiz,  and  St  Luoar,  and  the 
intermediate  ports  of  Spain,  and  thereby  vexing 
the  eonmierce  of  American  citizens.  The  un- 
successful termination  of  his  negotiation  has 
been  but  a  few  months  since  followed  by  a  re- 
fusal on  the  part  of  his  Government  to  rescind 
its  orders,  that  work  so  much  oppression  to  our 
commerce,  on  condition  of  having  the  embargo 
suspended  in  respect  to  theirs,  jdaid  tiie  French 
Ministry  has  treatod  a  similar  friendly  and  spe- 
cific overture,  from  our  Executive,  with  total 
disregard.  In  addition  to  all  which  we  learn, 
from  the  highest  source  of  intelligence,  that  the 
British  naval  commander  at  Barbadoes  did, 
about  the  middle  of  October,  declare  the  fVenoh 
leeward  Caribbean  Islands  to  be  in  a  state  of 
strict  blockade,  and  cautioning  neutrals  to  gov- 
ern themselves  accordingly,  under  pain  of  cap- 
ture and  condemnation. 
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Thubbdat,  Kovember  24. 
The  Embargo, 

Kr.  Giles  addressed  the  Senate : 

Mr.  President :  Having  during  the  recess  of 
Congress  retired  from  the  political  world,  and 
having  little  agency  in  the  passing  political 
scenes,  living  in  a  part  of  the  country,  too,  where 
there  is  little  or  no  difference  in  political 
opinions,  and  where  the  embargo  laws  are 
almost  nniversally  approved,  I  felt  the  real  want 
of  information  upon  the  subject  now  nnder  dis- 
oussion.  I  thought  I  knew  something  of  the 
general  objects  of  the  embargo  laws,  and  I  had 
not  been  inattentive  to  their  general  operations 
upon  society,  as  far  as  I  had  opportunities  of 
ODserving  thereupon^ 

When  I  arrived  here,  and  found  that  this  sub- 
ject had  excited  so  much  sensibility  in  the  minds 
of  many  gentlemen  I  met  with,  as  to  engross 
iheir  whole  thoughts,  and  almost  to  banish  every 
other  topic  of  conversation,  I  felt  also  a  curiosity 
to  know  what  were  the  horible  effects  of  these 
laws  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  and  which 
had  escaped  my  observation  in  the  part  of  the 
country  in  which  I  reside.  Of  course,  sir,  I 
have  given  to  the  gentlemen,  who  have  favored 
us  w\th  their  observations  on  both  sides  of  the 
question  under  consideration,  the  most  careful 
and  respectful  attention,  and  particularly  to  the 
gentlemen  representing  the  eastern  section  of 
the  Union,  where  most  of  this  sensibility  had 
been  excited.  I  always  listen  to  gentlemen  from 
that  part  of  the  United  States  with  pleasure,  and 
generally  receive  instruction  from  them ;  but  on 
Qiis  occasion,  I  am  reluctantly  compelled  to  ac- 
knowledge, that  I  have  received  from  them  less 
satisfaction  and  less  information  than  usual;  and 
still  less  conviction. 

It  was  hardly  to  have  been  expected,  Mr. 
President,  that  after  so  many  angry  and  turbu- 
lent passions  had  been  called  into  action,  by  the 
rec^t  agitations  throughout  the  whole  United 
Sta^  resulting  from  the  elections  by  the  peo- 
ple, to  almost  all  the  important  offices  within 
their  gift,  and  particularly  from  the  elections  of 
electors  for  choosing  the  Pl^ldent  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  that  gentlemen 
would  have  met  here  perfectly  exempt  from  the 
feelings  which  this  state  of  things  was  naturally 
calculated  to  inspire.  Much  less  was  it  to  have 
been  expected,  sir,  that  gentlemen  who  had  once 
possessed  the  power  of  the  nation,  and  who, 
fh)m  some  cause  or  other,  had  lost  it ;  (a  loss, 
which  they  now  tell  us  they  Imt  too  well  remrnn- 
hefy  and  I  fear,  might  have  added,  too  deeply 
deplore^)  gentlemen  too,  sir,  who  at  one  time 
during  the  eleotioneermg  scene  had  indulged  the 
fond  and  delusive  hope,  that  through  the  pri- 
vations necessarily  imposed  upon  our  fellow- 
dtizens,  by  the  unexampled  a^^;re6sions  of  the 
belligerent  powers,  they  might  once  more  fbad 
-their  way  to  office  and  power,  and  who  now 
find  themselves  disappointed  in  this  darling  ex- 
pectation—it was  not  at  all  to  be  expected,  sir, 
that  these  gentlemen  should  now  appear  here, 


perfectly  exempt  from  the  unpleasant  feeHngi 
which  so  dreadful  a  disappointment  must  neces- 
sarily have  produced.  It  was  a  demand  upon 
human  nature  for  too  great  a  sacrifice;  and 
however  desirable  such  an  exemption  might 
have  been  at  the  present  moment,  and  however 
honorable  it  would  have  been  to  those  gentle- 
men, it  was  not  expected. 

But,  or,  I  had  indulged  a  hope  that  the  ex- 
traordinary dangers  and  difficulties  pressed  upon 
us  by  the  aggressing  belligerents,  attended,  too, 
with  so  many  circumstances  of  indignity  aiA 
insult,  would  have  awakened  a  sensibility  in  the 
bosom  of  everv  gentleman  of  this  body,  which 
would  have  wnolly  suppressed,  or  at  least  sus- 
pended, these  unpleasant  feelings,  until  some 
measures,  consulting  the  general  interests  and 
welfare  of  the  people,  eould  have  been  devised, 
to  meet  resist,  and  if  possible,  to  subdue  the 
extraordinary  crisis.  But,  sir,  ev^i.in  this  hope, 
too,  I  have  been  totally  disappointed.  I  was 
the  more  encouraged  in  this  hope,  when  upon 
opening  this  debate  the  gentle&an  from  Connec- 
ticut C^r.  HiLiAouss)  seemed  sensible  of  this 
sacred  obligation,  imposed  by  the  crisis;  when 
he  exhorted  us,  in  conducting  our  deliberations, 
utterly  to  discard  the  influence  of  party  spirit. 
It  would  have  given  me  great  pleasure,  sir,  if 
the  gentleman  had  afforded  us  a  magnanimous 
example  of  a  precept  so  admirably  suited  to  the 
present  state  of  things.  But  in  this  too,  sir,  I 
have  been  unfortunately  disappointed.  That 
gentleman's  observations  consisted  almost  ex- 
clusively of  retrospective  animadversions  upon 
the  original  objects  and  horrible  effects  of  the 
embargo  laws,  without  seeming  to  think  it  was 
worth  his  attention  to  fsEivor  us  with  any  reflec- 
tions upon  the  prospective  course  of  measures 
which  the  people's  interests,  tJie. public  safety, 
and  genend  welfare,  so  imperiously  demand* 
That  gentleman  represented  the  embargo  laws 
as  mere  acts  of  Yolition,  impelled  by  no  cause 
nor  necessity;  whilst  t^e  British  orders,  and 
French  edicts,  were  scarcely  glanced  at,  and 
certainly  formed  the  least  prominent  feature  of 
his  observations.  He  represented  these  laws  as 
a  wanton  and  wicked  attack  upon  commerce, 
with  a  view  to  its  destruction,  whilst  he  seemed 
scarcely  to  have  recollected  the  extraordinary 
dangers  and  difficulties  which  overspread  the 
ocean — ^indeed,  sir,  he  described  the  ocean  as 
perfectly  free  from  dangers  and  difficulties,  un- 
ruffled by  any  storms,  and  that  we  had  nothing 
to  do  but  to  unfurl  our  canvas  to  the  wind, 
that  it  would  be  filled  with  prosperous  gales, 
and  wafted  to  the  ports  of  its  destination,  where 
it  would  be  received  with  open  arms  of  friend- 
ship and  hospitality.  I  wish,  sir,  with  all  my 
heart,  the  gentleman  could  but  realize  these 
dreaming  visions ;  their  reality  would  act  like  a 
magic  spell  upon  the  embargo  laws,  and  di^- 
pate  them  in  a  moment  I  But,  alas!  sir,  when 
we  come  to  look  at  realities,  when  we  turn  our 
eyes  upon  the  real  dangers  and  difficulties  which 
do  overspread  the  ocean,  we  shall  find  them  so 
formidable,  that  the  wisdom  of  our  undivided 
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oouDseli,  and  the  energy  of  our  undivided  action, 
will  ficaroely  be  saffioient  to  resist  and  conquer 
them.  To  my  great  regret^  «r,  we  now  see,  that 
the  United  States  canAot  even  hope  to  be  blessed 
with  this  anion  of  mind  and  action,  although 
cerUinly  their  dearest  interests  demand  it. 

Mr.  President,  perhaps  the  greatest  inconye- 
nience  attending  popular  governments^  consists 
in  this:  that  whenever  the  union  and  energy  of 
the  people  are  most  requited  to  resist  foreign 
aggressions,  the  pire8sm*e  of  these  aggressions 
presents  most  temptations  to  distrusts  and  divi- 
sions. Was  there  ever  a  stronger  illustration 
•of  the  truth  and  oorrectiiess  of  this  observation 
than  the  recent  efforts  made  under  the  pressure 
of  the  embargo  laws  ?  The  moment  Uie  priva- 
tions, reluctantly  but  necessarily  imposed  by 
these  lawa^  becune  to  be  felt,  was  the  moment 
of  signal  to  every  political  demagogue,  'who 
wished  to  find  his  way  to  office  and  to  power, 
to  excite  the  distrusts  of  the  people,  and  then 
to  separate  them  from  the  Grovemment  of  their 
choice,  by  every  exaggeration  which  ingenuity 
could  devise,  and  every  misr^resentationwhicn 
falsehood  could  invent:  nothing  was  omitted 
which  it  was  conceived  would  have  a  tendency 
to  eSect  this  object.  But,  Mr.  President,  the 
people  of  the  United  States  must  learn  the  les- 
son now,  and  at  all  future  times,  of  disrespecting 
the  bold  and  disingenuous  charges  and  insinua- 
tions of  such  aspiring  demagogues.  They  must 
karn  to  respect  and  rally  round  their  own  Gov- 
emment^  or  they  never  can  present  a  fbrmidar 
ble  front  to  a  foreign  aggressor.  Sir,  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  have  already  learnt 
this  lesson.  They  have  recently  given  an  hon- 
orable and  glorious  example  of  their  knowledge 
in  this  respect.  They  have,  in  their  recent  elec- 
tiona,  demonstrated  to  the  nation  and  to  the 
world  that  they  possess  too  much  good  sense  to 
become  the  dup«(  of  these  delusive  artifices,  and 
too  mach  patriotism  to  desert  their  Government 
when  it  stands  most  in  need  of  their  support 
andeneigy. 

The  genUeman  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Hill- 
bouse)  has  made  the  most  strict^  and  I  had  al- 
most said,  uncharitable  scrutiny  into  the  oljects 
and  efiTects  of  the  embargo  laws,  in  the  delusive 
hope,  I  presume,  of  obtaining  a  triumph  over 
his  political  adversaries.  I  propose  to  Mlov^ 
the  gentleman,  in  a  fair  and  candid  comparison 
of  information  and  opinions  upon  this  subject; 
and  I  shall  do  so  in  the  most  perfect  confidence, 
that  whenever  a  thorough  examination  of  the 
objects  and  effects  of  the  embargo  laws  shall 
be  made  known,  and  the  merits  of  the  measure 
fiilly  understood,  that  there  is  not  a  man  in  the 
United  States  who  will  not  applaud  and  support 
the  Administration  for  its  adoption,  who  has 
the  uncontaminated  heart  of  an  American 
throbbing  within  his  bosom. 

Sir,  I  have  always  understood  that  there 
were  two  objects  contemplated  by  the  embargo 
laws.  The  first,  precautionary,  operating  upon 
oorselves.  The  second,  coerciveu  opera&ng 
opon  the  aggressing  beUi^rents,    Precaution- 


ary, in  saving  our  seamen,  our  ships,  and  our 
merchandise,  from  the  plunder  of  our  enemies, 
and  avoiding  the  calamities  of  war.  Ck>erciv& 
by  addressing  strong  appeals  to  the  interests  of 
both  the  belligerents.  The  first  object  has  been 
answered  beyond  my  most  sanguine  expecta- 
tions. To  make  a  fair  and  just  estimate  of  this 
measure,  reference  should  be  had  to  our  situa- 
tion at  the  time  of  its  adoption.  At  that  time, 
the  aggressions  of  both  the  belligerents  were 
such,  as  to  leave  the  United  States  biit  a  painful 
alternative  in  the  choice  of  one  of  three  meaa- 
ures,  to  wit,  the  embargo,  war,  or  submission. 
I  know  that  this  position  has  not  been  admitted, 
though  but  faintly  denied  in  the  discussion.  I 
shall  however  proceed  upon  this  hypothesis 
for  the  present,  and  in  the  course  of  niy  observa- 
tions will  prove  its  correctness  by  the  state- 
ments of  the  gentlemen  in  favor  of  the  reso- 
lution. 

Before  the  recommendation  of  the  measure, 
the  laudable  and  provident  circumspection  of 
the  Administration  had  obtained  tolerably  cor- 
rect estimates  of  the  amount  and  value-  of  the 
ships  and  merchandise  belonging  to  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  then  afloat,  and  the  amount 
and  value  of  what  was  shortly  expected  to  be 
afloat ;  together  with  a  conjectural  statement  of 
the  number  of  the  seamen  employed  in  the  nay- 
igation  thereof. 

It  was  found  that  merchandise  to  the  value  of 
one  hundred  millions  of  dollars  was  actually 
afloat,  in  veaeels  amounting  in  value  to  twenty 
millions  more.  That  an  amount  of  inerchandise 
and  vessels  equal  to  fifty  milli(»is  of  doUars 
more,  was  expected  to  be  shortly  put  afloat,  and 
that  it  would  require  fifty  thousand  seamen  to 
be  employed  in  the  navigation  of  this  enormous 
amount  of  property.  The  Administration  was 
informed  of  the  hostile  edicts  of  France  pre- 
viously issued,  and  then  in  a  state  of  execution, 
and  of  an  intention  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain 
to  issue  her  orders,  the  character  and  object  of 
which  were  also  known.  The  olject  was,  to 
sweep  this  valuable  commerce  from  the  ocean. 
The  situation  of  this  commerce  was  as  well 
known  to  Great  Britain  as  to  ourselves,  and 
her  inordinate  cupidity  could  not  withstand  the 
temptation  of  the  rich  booty  she  vainly  thought 
within  her  power.  This  was  the  state  of  inror- 
mation  at  the  time  this  measure  was  recom- 
mended. 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  ever 
watchful  and  anxious  for  the  preservation  of 
the  persons  and  property  of  all  our  fellow-citi- 
zens, but  particularly  of  the  merchants,  whose 
property  is  most  exposed  to  danger,  and  of  the 
seamen  whose  persons  are  also  most  exposed, 
recommended  -^e  embargo  for  the  protection 
of  both  ;  and  it  has  sav^  and  protected  both. 
Let  us  now  suppose,  for  a  moment,  that  the  Pres- 
ident, possessed  of  this  information,  had  not  ap- 
prised the  merchants  and  seamen  of  their  dan- 
ger, and  had  recommended  no  measure  for  their 
safety  and  protection ;  would  he  not  in  that 
case  naye  merited  and  received  the  reproaches 
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which  the  ignorance  or  ingratitude  of  merchantas 
and.  others  ^ve  so  nnjnstljr  heaped  upon  him,  for 
his  jadioious  and  anxious  attentions  to  their  in* 
terests  ?  It  is  admitted  hy  all,  that  the  embargo 
laws  have  saved  this  enormous  amount  of  prop- 
erty, and  this  number  of  seamen,  which,  with- 
out them,  would  have  forcibly  gone  into  the 
hands  of  our  enemies,  to  pamper  their  arro- 
gance, stimulate  their  injustice,  and  increase 
their  means  of  annoyance. 

I  should  suppose,  Mr.  President,  this  saving 
worth  some  notice.  But,  sir,  we  are  told  tiiat 
instead  of  protecting  our  seamen,*it  has  driven 
them  out  of  the  country,  and  into  foreign  ser- 
vice. I  believe^  sir,  that  this  fact  is  greatly 
exaggerated.  But,  sir,  suppose  for  a  moment 
that  it  is  BO,  the  Government  has  done  all, 
in  this  respect,  it  was  bound  to  do.  It  placed 
these  seamen  in  the  bosoms  of  their  friends  and 
families,  in  a  state  of  perfect  security  ;  and  if 
they  have  nnce  thought  proper  to  abandon 
these  blessings,  and  emigrate  from  their  country, 
it  was  an  act  of  choice^  not  of  necessity.  But, 
what  would  have  been  the  unhappy  destiny  of 
these  brave  tars,  if  they  had  been  permitted  to 
have  been  carried  into  captivity,  and  sent  adrift 
on  unfriendly  and  inhospitable  shores  t  Why, 
rir,  in  that  case,  they  wo^d  have  had  no  dioice : 
necessity  would  have  driven  them  into  a  hara 
and  ignominious  service,  to  fight  the  battles  of 
the  authors  of  their  dreadful  ccuamities,  against  a 
nation  with  which  their  country  was  at  peace. 
And  is  the  bold  and  generous  American  tar  to 
be  told,  tiiat  he  is  to  disrespect  the  Administra- 
tion for  its  anxious  and  effectual  attentions  to 
his  interests?  for  relieving  him  from  a  dreadftal 
captivity  ?  Even  under  the  hardships  he  does 
suffer,  and  which  I  sincerely  regret,  every  gener- 
ous feeling  of  his  noble  heart  would  repel  the 
base  attempt  with  indignation.  But,  sir,  die 
American  seamen  have  not  deserted  their  coun- 
try ;  foreign  seamen  may  and  probably  have 
gone  into  foreign  service  ;  and,  for  one,  I  am 
fflad  of  it.  I  hope  they  will  never  return ;  and 
I  am  willing  to  pass  a  law,  in  favor  of  the  true- 
hearted  American  seamen,  that  these  foreign 
seamen  never  should  return.  I  would  even  pro- 
hibit them  from  being  employed  in  merchant 
vessels.  The  American  seamen  have  found 
employment  in  the  country ;  and  whenever  the 
proper  season  shall  arrive  for  employiDg  them 
on  their  proper  element,  you  will  find  them, 
like  true  birds  of  passage,  hovering  in  crowds 
upon  your  shores. 

Whilst  considering  this  part  of  the  subject,  I 
cannot  help  expressing  my  regret  that,  at  the 
time  of  passing  our  embargo  laws,  a  proportion 
of  our  seamen  was  not  token  into  the  public 
service;  because,  in  my  judgment,  the  nation 
required  their  services,  and  it  would  have  been 
some  alleviation  to  their  hardships,  which  the 
measure  peculiarly  imposed  upon  them,  as  a 
class  of  citizens,  bv  affecting  their  immediate 
occupation ;  and  the  other  classes,  as  well  as 
the  public  Treasury,  were  able  to  contribute  to 
their  alleviation;  and  I  am  willing  to  do  the 


same  thing  at  this  time.  Indeed,  its  omission  is 
the  onlv  regret  I  have  ever  felt,  at  the  measures 
of  the  last  Congress.  I  like  the  character— I 
like  the  open  fhinkness,  and  the  generous  feel- 
ings of  the  honest  American  tar ;  and,  when- 
ever in  my  power,  I  am  ready  to  give,  and  will 
with  pleasure  give  him  my  protection  and  sup- 
port. One  of  the  most  importaint  and  agreeable 
effects  of  the  embargo  laws,  is  ^ving  these  hon- 
est fellows  a  sale  asylum.  But^  sir,  these  are  not 
the  only  good  effects  of  the  embargo.  It  has 
preserved  our  peace — ^it  has  saved  our  honor— It 
has  saved  our  national  independence.  Are  these 
savings  not  worth  notice  ?  Are  these  blessings 
not  worth  preserving?  The  gentleman  fnm 
Ddaware  (Mr.  Whitb)  has,  indeed,  told  ns^  thai 
under  the  embargo  laws,  the  United  States  are 
bleeding  at  every  pore.  This,  surely,  sir,  is  one 
of  the  most  extravagant  effects  that  could  have 
been  ascribed  to  thecfe  laws  by  the  fhmtie 
dreams  of  the  most  in&tnated  passions.  Blood- 
letting is  the  last  effect  that  I  ever  expected  to 
hear  ascribed  to  this  measure.  I  thought  it  was 
of  the  opposite  diaracter ;  but  it  serves  to  show 
that  notMng  is  too  extravagant  for  the  misffuid- 
ed  zeal  of  gentiemen  in  the  opposition.  I  have 
cast  my  eyes  about  in  vain  to  discover  those 
copious  streams  of  blood ;  but  I  neither  see  nor 
hear  any  thing  of  them  fh>m  any  other  quarter. 
So  fhr  firom  the  United  States  bleeding  at  every 
pore^  under  the  embargo,  it  has  saved  them 
fit>m  bleeding  at  any  pore ;  and  one  of  the 
highest  oomplunents  to  the  measure  is,  that  it  has 
saved  us  firom  the  very  calamity  which  the  gen- 
tieman  attributed  to  it;  but  which,  thanks  to  our 
better  stars  and  wiser  comsela,  does  not  exist. 

Mr.  Prendent,  the  eyes  of  the  world  are  now 
turned  upon  us ;  if  we  submit  to  these  indigni- 
ties and  aggressions.  Great  Britun  herself  would 
despise  us ;  she  would  consnder  us  an  outcast 
among  nations;  she  would  not  own  us  for  her 
ofi&pnng:  France  would  despise  us;  all  the 
worid  would  despne  us ;  and  what  is  infinitely 
worse,  we  should  be  compelled  to  despise  our^ 
selves  I  If  we  resist,  we  shall  eommand  the  re- 
spect of  our  enemies,  the  sympathies  of  the  world, 
and  thenoble  approbation  of  our  own  consciences. 

Mr.  President,  our  fate  is  in  our  own  hands ; 
let  us  have  union  and  we  have  nothing  to  fear. 
So  highly  do  I  prize  union,  at  this  awfbl  mo- 
ment, that  I  would  prefer  any  one  measure  of 
resistance  with  union,  to  any  other  measure  of 
resistance  withdivi^on ;  let  us  then,  sir,  banish 
all  personal  feelings ;  let  us  present  to  our  ene- 
mies the  formidable  front  of  an  indlBsoluble 
band  of  brothers,  nothing  else  is  necessary  to 
our  success.  Mr.  President,  unequal  as  this 
contest  may  seem ;  &vored  as  we  are  by  our 
situation,  and  under  the  blessing  of  a  beneficent 
Providence,  who  has  never  lost  sight  of  the 
United  States  in  times  of  difficulty  and  trial,  I 
have  the  most  perfect  confidence,  that  if  we 
prove  true  to  ourselves^  we  shall  triumph  over 
our  enemies.  Deeply  impressed  with  these 
considerations,  I  am  prepared  to  give  the  reeo* 
lution  a  flat  and  decided  negative. 
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Fridat,  November  26. 
John  Miixbdge,  from  the  State  of  Geoigia, 
attended. 


Wedksbdat,  November  30. 
TheEmbaitgo^ 
Ifr.  PmuuflAO, — ^Mr.  Piiesadent:  I  am  avraire, 
flit,  of  the  consequenoea  of  advancing  any 
thing  from  which  eonolosions  may  be  drawn 
adverse  to  the  opinions  of  onr  own  Admin- 
istration, which,  by  many,  are  eonoeived  to 
be  indispatably  jnst  Merely  to  atate  these 
^foestions,  and  to  m^ition  anch  arguments  as 
the  Britiah  Qoverament  may^  perhaps,  have 
urged  in  tbdr  support  on  her  side,  is  sufficient 
to  solijeet  a  man  to  the  popular  charge  of  being 
mder  BritiBh  inflaenee,  or  to  the  yulgar  slan- 
der of  bafaig  a  ^^Britaah  tory.^  He  wiH  be  for- 
timats  to  escape  the  aoousation  of  touching 
British  gold.  But,  sir,  none  of  these  things 
move  me.  The  patrons  of  the  miscreants  who 
otter  these  slanders  know  better,  but  are,  nev- 
ertheless, wiUing  to  benefit  by  the  impression 
they  may  make  on  the  mmSa  of  the  people. 
From  an  early  period  of  my  life  I  was  zealously 
engaged  in  every  measure  opposed  to  tibe  at* 
tem]^  of  Great  Britain  to  encroach  upon  our 
riglrta,  until  the  commencement  of  our  Bevolu- 
toiary  war;  and  during  its  whole  continuance, 
I  was  unintermptedly  employed  in  important 
civil  or  military  departments,  contributing  all 
my  efforts  to  bring  that  war  to  a  sucoessf  nl  ter- 
mination. 

I,  fliz,  am  not  the  advocate  of  wrang-doers, 
to  whatever  eountry  they  belong,  whether  Em- 
perors, or  Sings,  or  the  Administrators  of  a 
Bepuuic.  Justice  is  my  oljeot,  and  Truth  my 
guide-,  and  wherever  she  points  the  way  I 
shall  not  fear  to  ga 

Great  Britain  has  done  us  many  wrongs. 
When  we  w«e  Colonies,  she  attempted  to  de- 
prive OS  of  same  of  our  dearest  biitb-rights — 
rights  derived  from  our  English  ancestors,  rights 
which  we  defended,  and  finally  established,  by 
the  saeuasful  ODndnsion  of  the  Revolutionary 
wsr.  But  these  wrongs,  and  all  the  woonds 
of  war,  were  intended  to  be  oUiterated  and 
healed  by  the  treaty  of  peace,  when  all  enmities 
should  have  ceased. 

Great  Britain  wronged  us  in  the  cs|»tnre  and 
condemnation  of  oar  vessels  under  her  orders 
of  1798,  and  die  has  made  reparation  for  these 
vrongs,  parsoant  to  a  treaty,  negodated  on 
naetical  principles  by  a  statesman  who^  with 
liberal  views  and  real  candor,  sought  adjust- 
ment and  reparation. 

IfovDAT,  December  19. 
Enforcement  cf  the  Emhwtgo  Lmn. 
Mr.  GnjB,  from  the  committee  appointed  the 
llth  of  November  last,  on  that  part  of  the  Mes- 
»ge  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  which 
^tes  to  the  embargo  laws,  and  the  measures 
necessary  to  enforce  due  observance  thereof^ 
made  a  further  report^  in  parf^  of  a  bill  to  au- 


thorize and  require  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  arm,  man,  and  fit  out  for  immediate 
service,  all  the  public  ships  of  war,  vessels,  and 
gunboats  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  bill  was 
rend,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  is  as  follows: 

**•  Be  it  enacted  by  ihe  Senate  and  fftnue  of  Repre^ 
eentatwet  qftke  United  States  of  America,  in  OmffretB 
auembled,  That  the  President  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorii^  and  required  to  cause  to  be  fitted  oat, 
officered,  nuumed,  and  employed,  as  soon  as  may  be, 
all  the  frigates  and  other  armed  vessels  of  die  United 
States,  mdnding  gonboata ;  and  to  cause  the  fngates 
and  armed  vessels,  §o  aeon  as  they  can  be  prepared 
for  aetive  service,  respectLvely  to  be  statioued  at  soeh 
ports  and  places  on  the  seacoast  as  he  may  deem 
most  expedient,  or  to  cznise  on«ny  part  of  the  coast 
of  the  United  States,  or  territories  thereof. 

<'  Sec.  2.  And  beit  fiiriher  enacted.  That,  lor  the 
pnxpose  of  carrying  tlie  foregomff  provision  into  im- 
mediate effect,  the  President  of  tibe  United  States  be, 
and  is  hereby,  anthorixed  and  reqmred,  in  addition 
to  the  number  of  petty  officers,  able  seamen,  ordina-  . 
ly  seamen,  and  boys,  at  present  authorized  by  law, 
to  appoint,  and  cause  to  be  engaged  and  employed 

as  soon  as  may  be, midshipmen, corporals 

of  marines, able  seamen, «— —  ordinary  seamen 

and  boys,  which  shall  be  engaged  to  serve  for  a  p»> 

riod  not  exceeding years,  bot  the  President 

may  discharge  the  same  sooner,  if  in  his  judgment 
their  services  may  be  dispensed  with ;  and  to  sati2y  the 
necessary  expenditures  to  be  incnixed  therein,  a  sum 
not  exceeding doDars  be,  and  the  same  is  here- 
by, appropriated,  and  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys 
in  the  Treasuxy  not  otherwise  appropriated.* 

Satubdat,  December  17. 

The  credentials  of  Miobakl  Leib,  appointed 
a  Senator  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  weire 
presented  and  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  fiJa 
Bnforeement  <f  the  Emhargo. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  making  further 
provision  for  enforcing  the  embargo. 

Mr.  Goodrich  rose,  and  addressed  the  Senate 
as  followB — 

Mr.  President:  This  bill,  makmg  fiirther 
provision  for  enfoacing  the  embargo,  requires 
all  our  attention.  We  are  not  on  ordinary  bu- 
siness. An  embai^go  for  an  indefinite  period, 
over  a  great  country  like  ours,  abounding  in  rich 
staples  and  domestic  producta,  and  carrying  on 
in  its  own  vessels  on  extensive  and  profitable 
commerce,  is  a  phenomenon  in  the  civilized 
world.  We  are  about  entering  on  the  second 
year  of  this  novel  measure,  and  even  in  defi- 
ance of  the  lessons  which  ezperienoe  teacheSi 
that  without  producing  any  beneficial  results, 
it  IS  embroiling  the  choicest  interests  of  the  na- 
tion. On  foreign  powers  it  has  made  no  im- 
pression, and  its  ruinous  effect  on  onr  own 
country,  we  see  in  the  waste  of  private  property 
and  public  revenue;  in  the  discontents  of  our 
citizens;  in  the  perplexed  state  of  the  pnblic 
councils,  and  tl»  increasing  difficulties  that 
are  fast  gathering  round  the  Government. 
The  friend  of  the  embargo  say,  that  it  has 
been  evaded   and   violated,  but  that   when 
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strictly  enforced,  it  will  compel  foreign  na- 
tions to  respect  oar  rights.  Under  these  im- 
pressions, the  system  is  to  be  maintained.  To 
enforce  it,  the  powers  of  the  Goyernment  are 
to  be  put  in  array  throughout  our  country,  es- 
pecially in  places  where  discontents  are  mani- 
fested ;  and  an  extension  is  to  be  given  to  that 
system  of  arbitrary  seizures  of  vessels,  goods, 
merchandise,  and  domestic  products,  on  suspi- 
cion of  their  being  intended  for  exportation, 
which  came  in  with  the  embargo  laws,  and  has 
attended  their  execution. 

In  idl  this,  sir,  I  see  nothing  that  is  to  con- 
ciliate the  conflicting  (pinions  and  passions  of 
our  citizens,  and  restore  concord  amongst  them. 
I  see  nothing  that  will  invigorate  the  public 
councils,  and  resuscitate  the  dormant  spirit  and 
resources  of  the  nation.  To  me  it  seems  that 
the  Administration,  without  presenting  to  pub- 
lic view  any  definite  object  or  course,  are  press- 
ing forward  our  affairs  into  a  chaos  of  inextri- 
cable difficulties.  And  I  cannot  but  regard  this 
bill  as  holding  a  prominent  place  among  the 
measures  leading  on  that  unfortunate  issue. 

This  bill  bears  marks  of  distrust  entertained 
by  the  Government  of  the  people,  or  a  consider- 
able portion  of  them,  and  of-  the  State  authori- 
ties ;  it  places  the  coasting  trade  under  further 
and  vexatious  restraints,  as  well  as  its  general 
regulations  under  the  control  t>f  the  President. 
It  intrenches  on  the  municipal  polity  of  the 
States,  and  the  intercoui;se  of  the  people  in 
their  ordinary  bu^ess.  And,  what  above  all 
will  wound  the  public  sentiment,  for  the  ac- 
customed and  mild  means  of  executing  the  laws 
by  civil  process  through  the  tribunals  of  jus- 
tice, it  substitutes  military  powera  to  be  cJled 
out  and  exercised,  not  in  aid,  but  in  place,  of 
the  civil  authorities. 

The  coasting  trade  is  placed  under  the  regu- 
lation of  the  President  by  this  bill : 

1st.  Collectors  may  refuse  permission  to  put 
a  cargo  on  board  of  any  ship,  vessel,  or  boat^ 
in  any  case  where  they  have  their  own  personal 
suspicions  that  it  is  intended  for  foreign  ex- 
portation, and  in  every  case^which  may  be  com- 
prehended within  the  scope  of  any  general  in- 
structions, issued  by  command  of  the  Presi- 
dent But  there  is  a  proviso  as  to  coasting  ves- 
sels uniformly  employed  in  the  navigation  of 
bays,  soundsw  rivers,  and  lakes,  which  shall 
have  obtained  a  general  permission. 

2d.  General  permissions  may  be  granted  to 
the  last-mentioned  vessels,  under  such  general 
instructions  as  the  President  of  the  United 
States  may  give,  when  it  can  be  done  without 
danger  of  the  embargo  being  violated,  to  take 
on  board  such  articles  as  may  be  designated  in 
such  gener^A  permission  or  permissions. 

By  these  general  instructions,  the  President 
may  prescribe  the  kind  and  quantity  of  exports 
from,  and  imports  into  the  individual  States, 
and  from  and  to  f^e  particular  districts  within  a 
State.  He  may  suspend  them  in  part  or  in  whole. 

The  power  of  issuing  general  instructions 
now  proposed  to  be  given  to  the  President  by 


law,  he  exercised  in  the  recess  of  Gongre^  and 
in  my  opinion,  without  law.  The  Governor 
of  Massachusetts  was  authorized  to  give  certifi- 
cates, or  licenses  for  the  importation  of  floor 
into  that  State;  and,  under  general  instrao- 
tions  irom  the  President,  without  personal  sus- 
picion of  his  own,  the  collector  at  Charleston, 
in  South  Carolina,  detained  a  vessel;  which 
called  forth  the  independent  exercise  of  the 

fiLicial  power  of  the  circuit  court  in  that 
te,  to  control  the  Preeid^it's  instmctioDB. 
I  am  sensible  the  Administration  and  ita  friends 
have  an  arduous  task  in  executing  theembaigo; 
difficulties  beset  them  on  every  side;  difficul- 
ties inherent  in  the  measure  itself  and  not  to 
be  overcome  by  accumulating  rigorous  pensl- 
tieS)  and  an  extension  of  the  Executive  power. 
The  power  to  regulate  conuneroe  is  vested  in 
Congress,  and  by  granting  it  to  the  President, 
do  we  not  transfer  to  him  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant and  delicate  of  the  legislative  pow- 
ers ?  What  State  would  have  adopted  the  con- 
stitution, if  it  had  been  foreseen  that  this  power 
would  be  granted  to  any  man,  however  dbtin- 
guished  by  office? 

The  sections  I  have  considered,  principally 
affect  merchants  and  seafaring  men  in  their  bu- 
siness, at  stores,  custom-houses,  about  wharves, 
ships,  and  vessels.  But  other  sections  take  a 
wider  range,  and  intrench  on  the  ordinary  con- 
cerns of  the  great  body  of  the  people,  by  the 
powers  they  give  for  unreasonable  and  arbitra- 
ry searches  for,  and  seizures  of  their  property. 

Collectors  of  the  customs  throughout  the 
United  States,  by  the  tenth  section,  are  em- 
powered to  take  into  custody  specie,  or  any 
articles  of  domestic  growth  or  manufiactore. 
under  these  circumstances^  when  deposited  in 
unusual  places,  in  unusual  quantities,  in  places 
where  there  is  reason  to  believe  they  are  in- 
tended for  exportation  in  yessds,  sleighs,  or 
other  carriages,  or  in  any  manner  apparently 
on  their  way  towards  the  territories  of  ior&ga 
nations,  or  a  place  whence  such  articles  are  in- 
tended to  be  exported.  And,  wh«i  taken 
into  custody,  they  are  not  permitted  to  be  re- 
moved without  bonds  being  given  for  ^eir 
being  relanded  in  some  place  whence,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  collector,  there  is  no  danger  of 
their  being  exported. 

Witiiout  warrant  founded  on  proof,  from  sus- 
picion only,  may  this  unbounded  license  be  ex- 
ercised. Our  houses,  heretofore  our  castles, 
and  the  secure  abodes  of  our  fiuniliea,  may  be 
thrown  open  to  the  visits  of  collectors  to 
search  for  and  seize  our  money  and  goods, 
whenever  instigated  by  suspicion,  prejudice^  re- 
sentment, or  party  spirit 

Ko  place  is  to  be  protected ;  the  people  may 
every  where  be  exposed,  at  home,  on  the  way, 
and  abroad.  Specie  and  goods  thus  seized 
without  warrant,  and  on  suspicion  only,  are 
not  to  be  removed  unless  and  until  bond  with 
sureties  shall  be  given  for  landing  or  deliver- 
ing the  same  in  some  place  of  the  United  States, 
whence,  in  the  opinion  of  the  collector,  there 
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filialL  not  be  any  danger  of  such  articles  beinff 
exported.  These  provisions  strike  at  tbe  yital 
principles  of  a  free  goyernment;  and  aretbey 
not  contrary  to  the  fonrth  and  sixth  articles  of 
amendments  to  the  constitution  ?  Are  not  these 
searcbee  and  seizures,  without  warrant,  on 
the  mere  suspicion  of  a  collector,  unreasona- 
ble searcbes  and  seizures  ?  And  is  not  a  mto 
thereby  to  be  deprived  of  property  without  due 
process  of  law  t 

Tbe  military  may  be  employed  by  such  per- 
6on  as  the  President  may  have  empowered.  He 
may  designates  at  certain  places  in  the  States, 
persons  to  call  out  such  part  of  the  land  or 
naval  forces  cf  the  United  States,  or  of  the 
mUitla,  as  may  be  judged  necessary.  Those 
will  be  selected  who  are  most  convenient  and 
In  all  respects  qiialified  to  act  in  the  scenes  to 
which  they  may  be  called.  In  these  appoint- 
ments tbe  Senate  is  to  have  no  concurrence. 
They  are  to  be  Presidential  agents  for  issuing  re- 
quisitions to  the  standing  army,  for  militia,  and 
not  amenable  to  any  tribunal  for  their  conduct 
Heretofore  a  delicate  and  respectful  attention 
has  been  paid  to  the  State  authoritieson  this 
subject  The  requisitions  of  the  General  Gk>vem- 
ment  for  the  militia  have  been  made  to  the  Gov- 
emoiB  of  the  States ;  and  what  reason  is  there  for 
taking  a  different  course  to  enforce  the  embargo  ? 

Under  our  present  system  have  not  insurrec- 
tions been  suppressed,  rebellions  quelled,  and 
combinations  and  resistance  against  lawful  au- 
thority overcome,  by  the  force  of  the  General 
Government  in  co-operation  with  the  State 
Governments?  Is  not  the  authority  of  the 
marshals  competent  to  the  execution  of  the 
laws?  I  see  no  cause  for  these  arrays  of  the 
military  throughout  the  country,  and  the  un- 
restrained license  that  is  to  be  given  to  its  oper- 
ations. It  is  a  fundamental  principle  of  a  free 
government,  ^^that  the  military  be  kept  in 
soboniination  to  the  civil  power,"  and  never 
be  put  in  motion  until  those  be  found  incom- 
petent to  preserve  the  public  peace  and  author- 
ity. But,  by  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  these 
Ftesidential  agents  may  call  out  the  standing 
army  or  militia,  or  part  of  them,  to  follow  in 
the  collector's  train,  to  seize  specie  and  goods 
in  houses,  stores,  and  elsewhere,  and  generally 
for  executing  the  embargo  laws.  And  even  the 
public  peace,  so  far  as  respects  the  suppressing 
armed  and  riotous  assemblages  of  persons  re- 
sisting the  custom-house  officers  in  the  exercise 
of  their  duties,  it  would  seem  can  no  longer  be 
confided  to  the  States,  and  it  is  thought  ne- 
cessary to  suiTonnd  custom-house  officers  with 
bands  of  the  standing  army  or  militia. 

The  bill  before  us  is  bottomed  on  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  How  often 
were  his  strenuous  remonstrances,  and  those  of 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  who  reported 
the  bill,  (Mr.  Giles,)  formerly  heard  against 
the  extension  of  the  Executive  patronage  and 
influence ;  the  interference  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment in  the  local  policy  of  the  States,  and, 
the  ordinary  concerns  of  the  people;   and, 


above  all,  against  standing  armies?  Then  no 
such  Executive  prerogatives  were  claimed  as 
this  bill  contains;  no  such  attempts  made  as 
here  are  made  for  intrenchments  on  the  inter- 
nal-policy of  the  States,  and  tiie  ordinary  con- 
cerns of  the  people ;  and  then  our  army,  smaU 
in  comparison  with  the  present  establishment^ 
was  kept  aloof  from  the  affairs  of  the  State, 
and  the  persons  and  property  of  the  citizens. 
Our  country  was  happy,  prosperous,  and  re- 
spected. The  present  crisis  is  portentous.  In- 
ternal disquiets  will  not  be  healed,  nor  public 
sentiment  controlled,  by  precipitate  and  rash 
measures.  It  is  time  for  the  public  counoilB 
to  pause.  This  bill,  sir,  ought  not  to  pass.  It 
strikes  at  the  vital  principles  of  our  republican 
system.  It  proposes  to  place  the  country  in 
a  time  of  peace  under  military  law,  the  first  ap- 
pearance of  which  ought  here  to  be  resisted 
with  all  our  talents  and  efforts.  It  proposes  to 
introduce  a  military  despotism,  to  which  free* 
men  can  never  submit,  and  which  can  nevei 
govern  except  by  terror  and  carnage. 


TuBSDAT,  December  20. 
Enforcement  ^  the  Ernbargo, 
Mr.  GiL^  said,  I  am  senable  that  I  owe  an 
apology  to  the  Senate,  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, for  not  having  made  an  exposition  of 
the  objects  anS  principles  of  the  biU,  reported 
for  consideration,  at  an  earlier  stage  of  the  dis- 
cussion. This  onSission  has  not  in  the  smallest 
degree  been  iafiuenced  by  any  apprehension,  that 
these  principles  are  indefensible ;  but,  in  some 
degree,  from  a  desire  to  screen  myself,  as  much 
as  possible,  from  intermixing  in  discussions ;  a 
task  which  is  never  agreeable,  but  is  at  present 
peculiarly  distressing  and  afflicting  to  my  feel- 
ings. I  also  thought  that  the  session  had  al- 
ready been  sufficientiy  fruitful  of  discussions 
intimately  connected  with  the  bill  before  us ; 
and  that  the  public  interests,  at  this  time,  re- 
quired action.  I  know,  too,  sir,  that  I  owe  an 
apology  to  the  Senate,  for  the  great  number  of 
amendments  which,  under  their  indulgence,  has 
been  made  to  this  bill  after  it  was  first  presented 
to  their  consideration.  But,  sir,  you  will  find 
some  apdogy  in  the  intrinsic  difficulty  and  deli- 
cacy of  the  subject  itself,  and  also  in  the  dispo- 
sition manifested  by  the  committee,  to  give  to 
the  objections  made  by  the  opponents  of  the 
bill,  that  respectful  attention  to  which  many  of 
them  were  certainly  entitied,  and  to  acoommo^ 
date  its  provisions,  as  far  as  possible,  to  the 
views  of  those  gentlemen.  After  every  effi^rt, 
however,  to  enect  this  object,  it  still  appears 
that  the  bill  presents  temptations  for  address- 
ing the  popular  sensibility  too  strong  to  be  re* 
sisted  by  gentiemen  in  tiie  opposition.  They 
have,  accordingly,  with  great  zeal  and  ability, 
described  the  provisions  of  the  bill  as  danger- 
ous and  alarming  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
the  people.  This,  sir,  is  the  common  course  of 
opposition,  and  applies  to  every  strong  measure 
requiring  the  ex^*cise  of  much  Executive  dis* 
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oretioD.  I  think,  however,  I  sfaaU  be  able  to 
show  that  there  is  no  new  principle  contained 
in  tlie  provisions  of  that  bill;  bnt  that  every 
provision  it  contains  is  amply  justified  by  pre- 
cedents in  pre-existing  laws,  which  have  not  been 
fonnd  to  be  so  destmctive  to  the  rights  of  the 
people,  as  gentlemen  strenuously  insist  simUar 
provisions  in  this  bill  will  be,  if  they  receive 
the  sanction  of  law.  In  performing  this  task,  I 
shall  bring  into  view  only  such  parts  of  the  bill  as 
have  been  objected  to  by  gentlemen,  presuming 
that,  as  their  objections  have  evidently  been  the 
result  of  great  industry  and  deliberation,  all 
other  parts  of  the  bill  remain  unobjectionable.  I 
shall  also,  perhaps,  avoid  some  of  the  observsr 
tions  respecting  minute  details;  apply  my  re- 
marks generally  to  principles;  and  thus  bring 
my  observations  and  replies  into  as  short  a 
compass  as  possible. 

The  gentleman  from  Oonnectiout  (Mr.  Good- 
bigh)  commenced  his  remarks  by  declaring  the 
embargo  to  be  a  permanent  measure,  depreca- 
ting its  effects^  as  ruinous  at  home  and  ineffeo- 
tual  abroad.  These  observations  have  been  re- 
peatedly made  by  others,  and  already  replied  to 
by  several  gentlemen,  as  well  as  myself;  and  I 
am  strengthened  in  the  correctness  of  those  re- 
plies by  all  the  farther  reflections  I  have  been 
enabled  to  bestow  upon  them.  This  part  of  the 
subject  will,  therefore,  be  passed  over  without 
further  notice,  except  to  remark,  that  per- 
haps one  of  the  causes  of  the  inefficacy  of 
the  measure  abroad,  has  been  the  unprin- 
cipled violations  of  its  provisions  at  home ; 
and  the  ^at  and  leading  object  of  Hie  pres- 
ent bill  IS  to  prevent  such  violations.  Upon 
this  part  of  the  subject  I  am  happy  to  find 
that  one  of  its  most  strenuous  and  judicious 
opposers  (Mr.  Hillhousb)  has  oandidl  v  informed 
the  Senate,  that  the  provisions  of  the  bill  are 
admirably  calculated  to  effect  that  object — and 
if  in  their  practical  operation  they  diould  re- 
alize the  character  anticipated  bv  that  gentle- 
man, I  shall  feel  no  regret  for  that  portion  of 
labor  I  have  bestowed  upon  them.  Indeed,  I 
shall  congratulate  the  committee  as  well  as  my- 
self in  having  been  so  fortunate  as  to  find  a 
competent  remedy  for  so  great  an  evil. 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Good- 
uoh)  informs  us,  that  the  public  couucils  are 
pressing  on  to  measures  pregnant  with  the  most 
alarming  results.  I  hope  the  gentleman  is  mis- 
taken in  his  apprehensions,  and  I  should  have 
been  much  pleased  if  the  gentleman  had  been 
good  enough  to  point  them  to  a  better  course ; 
but,  sir,  he  has  not  done  so,  nor  has  any  gentle- 
man on  the  same  Mde  of  the  question.  Indeed,  sir, 
it  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  do  something 
that  would  be  agreeable  to  our  Eastern  friends ; 
but,  unfortunately,  amidst  all  the  intrinsic  diffi- 
cnlUes  which  press  upon  us,  that  seems  to  be 
not  among  the  least  of  them.  The  gentlemen 
themselves  will  not  explicitly  tell  us  ^misX  would 
produce  the  effect — and  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  nothing  short  of  putting  the  Government 
in  their  hands  would  do  it.    Even  this  would 


not  be  exempt  from  difficulties.  The  gentlemen 
from  that  part  of  the  United  States  are  nearly 
equally  divided  among  themselves  respecting 
the  proper  course  of  measures  to  be  pnrsiied, 
and  there  is  an  immense  minority  in  every 
other  part  of  the  United  States,  in  favor  of  the 
measures  proposed ;  we  are  therefore  surround- 
ed with  real  and  intrinsic  difficulties  from  every 
quarter,  and  tiiose  of  a  domestic  nature  are  in- 
nnitely  the  most  formidable,  and  most  to  be 
deprecated.  Indeed,  sir,  under  present  drcum- 
stances,  the  administration  of  the  Government 
cannot  be  a  pleasant  task ;  and,  in  my  judgment, 
it  requires  a  great  effort  of  patriotism  to  un- 
dertake it,  not  on  account  of  external  presaares, 
but  on  account  of  internal  discontents,  stimula- 
ted, too,  by  so  many  artful  intrigues.  Bnt  for 
these  unfortunate  circumstances,  every  gentle- 
man would  feel  an  honorable  pride  in  contribu- 
ting his  efforts  to  devise  measures  for  repelling 
foreign  aggressions,  and  he  would  court  the 
responsibility  attached  to  his  staticm.  I  would 
not,  Mr.  President,  give  up  a  scintilla  of  that 
portion  of  the  responsibility  which  the  crias 
imposes  on  me.  Indeed,  sir^  to  have  the  honor 
of  bearing  my  full  share  of  it,  is  the  only  in- 
ducement I  liave  at  this  moment  for  occupying 
a  place  on  this  floor.  Without  that  considera- 
tion I  should  now  be  in  retirement.  But  when 
I  turn  my  eyes  upon  internal  divinons,  discon- 
tents and  violations  of  law,  and  am  compelled 
to  ^ink  of  measures  for  their  suppression,  it 
produces  the  most  painftd  sensations  and  dis- 
tressing reflections. 

The  great  principle  of  objection,  the  gentle- 
men teU  us,  consists  in  the  transfer  of  legisla- 
tive powers  to  the  Executive  Department.  This 
is  an  old  an  abstract  question,  often  heretofore 
brought  into  view,  and  leads  to  endless  discus- 
sion. I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  show  that  the 
bill  introduces  no  new  principle  in  this  respect, 
but  only  applies  an  established  principle  to  new 
practical  ol^ects.  The  general  principle  of  the 
separation  of  departments  is  generally  admitted 
in  the  abstract ;  bnt  the  difficulties  in  this  dis- 
cussion arise  from  applying  the  principle  to 
practical  objects.  The  great  difficulty  exists 
in  the  attempt  to  fix  on  the  precise  boundary 
line  between  legislative  and  Executive  powers 
in  their  practicd  operation.  This  is  not  poesi- 
You  mij^t  attempt  the  search  for  the  phuoao- 
pher's  stone,  or  the  discovery  of  the  i>erpetiud 
motion,  with  as  much  prospect  of  success.  The 
reason  of  this  difficulty  is,  that  the  practical 
objects  and  events  to  which  this  abstract  prin- 
ciple is  attempted  to  be  applied,  are  perpetually 
varying,  according  to  the  practical  progreaston 
of  human  affiiirs,  imd  therefore  candot  admit 
of  any  uniform  standard  of  application.  This 
reflection  might  have  saved  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Llotd)  the  trouble  of 
reading  to  us  the  constitution  or  bill  of  rights 
of  Massachusetts,  in  which  the  principle  of 
separation  of  departments  is  very  clearly  and 
properly  laid  down,  and  winch  will  be-  very 
readily  assented  to  in  the  abstract,  but  which 
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forms  no  part  of  ^e  qaestion  in  didpnte.  It 
cannot)  howoTor,  eacape  obaervation,  that  thia 
principle  is  not  laid  down,  e^en  in  the  abstract, 
in  the  Oonstitntion  of  the  United  States ;  and, 
ahhoQ^  it  is  the  leading  prindple  of  the  eon- 
Btitotion,  and  probably  was  the  principal  guide 
in  its  formation,  it  is  neverthelea  in  seveml  re- 
pectB  departed  from. 

This  body  partakes  essentially  both  of  the 
legislatiTe^andExecntiye  powers  of  lii^  Govern- 
ment. The  Execntive  Department  also  partakes 
of  the  l^;i8UtiYe  powers,  as  far  at  least  as  an 
approbation  of^  and  a  qnidified  negative  of  the 
laws  extend,  ^.  I  make  these  observations, 
however,  not  in  derogation  of  the  general  prin- 
ciple of  the  separation  of  powers  among  tiie 
several  departments,  so  far  as  is  practicable, 
but  merely  to  show  that  there  mnst  necessarily 
be  some  limitations  in  its  practical  operation. 
Perhaps  th6  best  general  role  for  gaiding  onr 
discretion  npon  this  snbject  will  be  fonnd  to 
consist  in  this :  That  legidatioQ  onght  to  ex- 
tend as  &r  as  definition  is  practicable — ^when 
definition  stops,  execution  must  necessarily  be- 
gin. Bat  some  of  the  particular  provisions  of 
this  bill  win  fbmi^  more  precise  illustrations 
of  my  opinions  upon  this  question;  it  will, 
therefore,  be  waived  until  I  shall  come  to  their 
consideration. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  examine  the  more  par- 
ticnlar  objections  urged  against  the  detail  of 
this  bifi.  Its  provisions  respecting  the  coasting 
trade  are  said  to  be  objectionable  in  the  foUow- 
bgrespects: 

First  objection :  The  p^alty  of  the  bonds  re- 
quired^ is  eatd  to  be  excessive.  To  enable  us 
to  decide  correctly  upon  this  point,  the  object 
'  proposed  to  be  efiTected,  and  the  penalty  re- 
quired, should  be  considered  in  reference  to 
each  other.  The  object  is  to  prevent,  by  means 
of  coaslang  vessels^omestio  articles  from  being 
carried  abroad.  Flour,  for  instance,  to  the 
West  Indies.  The  price  of  that  article  here  is 
less  than  five  doUars;  in  the  West  Indies  it  is 
said  to  be  thirty  and  upward.  The  penalty  of  the 
bonds  required  is  six  times  the  amount  of  the  val- 
ue of  the  vessel  and  cargo.  Is  any  gentieman  pre- 
pared to  say  a  smaller  penalty  will  effect  tiie 
object?  I  presume  not  Indeed,  the  commit- 
tee were  disposed  to  put  it  at  the  lowest  possi- 
ble point,  consistentiy  with  an  effectuation  of 
the  object;  and  probably  it  is  rather  too  low 
for  th^  purpose.  As  to  the  penalty,  according 
to  the  tonnage  of  vessels,  it  is  believed  no  al- 
teration in  the  existing  laws  is  made  in  that 
reelect.  These  penalties  will  appear  tiie  more 
reasonable,  when  it  is  recollected,  that  through 
the  indulgence  given  of  the  coasting  trade, 
most  of  the  violations  of  the  embargo  laws 
have  been  contrived  and  effected. 

Second  objection :  The  collectors  may  be  in- 
fluenced by  party  spirit  in  the  exercise  of  their 
^cretion.  It  is  hoped  that  this  will  not  be  the 
case,  and  if  it  were,  it  would  certainly  be  much  to 
be  regretted.  It  may,  however,  probably  happen, 
tnd  is  one  of  the  ineonveniences  of  the  system. 


Third  objection :  The  high  penalties  of  the 
bonds  will  drive  many  persons  of  smfdl  means 
from  their  accustomed  occupations.  They  will 
not  be  able  to  procure  the  competent  security 
for  their  prosecution.  It  is  not  to  be  presumed 
that  this  will  be  the  effect  to  any  great  extent 
If  the  owner  is  known  to  be  honest,  and  has  in 
view  legal  and  honest  objects,  I  have  very  littie 
apprehension  of  his  not  being  able  to  get  the 
secqrity  required.  But  here  the  question  recurs, 
are  these  apprehended  inconveniences  of  such 
a  nature  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  abandon  a 
great  national  object,  for  the  accommodation  of 
a  few  individuals  who  are  affected  by  them? 
Is  the  last  effort  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the 
nation,  to  be  abandoned  from  these  considera- 
tions?   I  should  conclude,  certainly  not 

The  next  objections  are  made  to  the  seventh 
section  of  the  bilL  which  provides  that  stress 
of  weather,  and  other  unavoidable  accidents  at 
sea,  shall  not  be  given  in  evidence  in  a  trial  at 
law  to  save  the  penalty  of  bonds  given  as  securi- 
ty against  the  violation  of  the  embargo  laws.  It 
is  known  that,  through  pretexts  derived  from 
this  permission,  at  present,  most  of  *the  viola- 
tions of  thesid  laws  have  been  committed  with 
impunity — ^it  is,  therefore,  important  to  the  fu- 
ture execution  of  the  laws,  to  take  away  these 
pretexts.  But  it  is  objected  that  this  regulation 
manifests  a  distrust  of  oaths.  It  does,  of  what 
is  called  custom-house  oaths ;  their  violation  is 
already  almost  proverbial ;  it  does  not,  however, 
produce  nor  encourage  this  profligacy ;  it  takes 
away  the  temptation  to  it  It  is  further  said, 
it  impairs  the  trial  by  ju^ — ^very  far  from  it ; 
the  trial  by  jury  still  exists  ;  this  provision  only 
regulates  the  evidence  to  be  produced  before 
the  Jury.  Gendemen  state  particular  hardships 
which  may  take  place  under  this  regulation.  It 
is  easy  to  state  possible  hardships  under  any 
general  regulation ;  but  they  have  never  been 
deemed  sufficient  objections  to  general  regula- 
tions producing  in  other  respects  beneficial  re- 
sults. This  bul,  however,  contains  a  provision 
for  relief  in  all  cases  of  hardships  under  the  em- 
bargo laws.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasui^  is 
authorLzsed  to  f^rant  relief  in  all  such  cases.  This 
power  vested  m  the  Secretary,  is  also  objected 
to.  It  is  said  to  manifest  a  distrust  of  courts, 
and  to  transfer  their  powers  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  Whatever  may  be  my  distrust 
of  some  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  I  can 
say  that  consideration  fm*nished  no  inducement 
to  this  provision.  It  is  a  power  not  suited  to 
the  organization  of  courts,  and  it  has  for  a  long 
time  been  exercised  by  the  Secretary  of  tiie 
Treasury  without  being  complained  of  Ck)n- 
gress  proceeded  with  great  caution  on  this  sub- 
ject On  the  third  day  of  March,  1797,  they 
first  introduced  this  principle  into  their  laws  in 
relation  to  the  collection  of  the  revenue ;  and, 
after  an  experiment  of  nearly  three  years,  on 
the  eleventh  day  of  February,  1800,  they  made 
the  law  perpetual.  This  will  appear  from  the 
12th  section  of  this  bill,  which  merely  borrows 
this  provision  from  pre-existing  laws.   It  intro- 
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duces  no  new  principle  whatever.     This  doc- 
trine is  carried  stiU  fturther,  hj  an  act  passed 
the  8d  of  March,  1807,  in  the  eighth  Tolnme 
of  th^  laws,  page  818 : 
''  An  Act  to  prevent  settlements  being  made  on  lands 

ceded  to  the  United  States,  until  anthorized  by  law. 

^  And  it  shall  moreover  be  lawful  for  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  direct  the  Marshal,  or 
officer  acting  as  Marshal,  in  the  manner  hereinafter 
directed,  and  also  to  take  such  other  measures^  and 
to  employ  such  military  force  as  he  may  judffe  ne- 
cessazy  and  proper,  to  remove  from  lands  ceded,  or 
secured  to  the  United  States  by  trea^,  or  cessioii  as 
aforesaid,  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  hereafter 
take  possession  of  the  same,  or  make  or  attempt  to 
make  a  settlement  thereon,  until  authorized  by  law.** 

Here  the  President  is  anthorized  to  nse  the 
military  force  to  remove  settlers  from  the  pub- 
lic lands  witibiout  the  intervention  <^  courts ;  and 
the  reason  is,  that  the  peculiarity  of  the  case  is 
not  suited  to  the  jurisdiction  of  courts,  nor  would 
their  powers  be  competent  to  the  object,  nor, 
indee<(  are  courts  allowed  to  interfere  with  any 
claims  of  individoals  against  the  United  States, 
but  Congress  undertakes  to  decide  upon  all  such 
cases  finally  and  peremptorilyi  without  the 
intervention  of  courts. 

This  part  of  the  bill  is,  therefore,  supported 
both  by  principle  and  precedent. 

While  speaking  of  the  distrust  of  courts,  I 
hope  I  may  be  indulged  in  remarking,  that  in- 
dividually my  r^pect  for  ludicial  proceedings  is 
materially  impaired.  I  nnd,  sir,  that  latterly, 
in  some  instances,  the  callous  insensibility  to 
extrinsic  objects,  which,  in  times  past,  was 
thought  the  most  honorable  trait  in  the  charac- 
ter of  an  upright  jndge.  is  now,  by  some  courts, 
enturely  disrespected.  It  seems,  by  some  judges, 
to  be  no  longer  thought  an  ornament  to  the 
judicial  character,  but  is  now  substituted  by 
the  most  capricious  sensibilities. 

WsDNSSDAT,  December  21. 
£h{foTcemmt  of  the  Embargo. 

Mr.  Pops  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bUL 

And  on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  ?  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  20, 
nays  7,  as  follows  : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Condit,  Crawford,  IVank- 
lin,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Gregg,  Kitchel,  MiUedge,  Mitchill, 
Moore,  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  of  MaiyUnd,  Smith 
of  New  Yo^  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Sumter,  Thruston, 
Tiffin,  and  Turner. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Gihnan,  Goodrich,  QQlhouse,  Lloyd, 
Mathewson,  Pickering,  and  White. 

WBD5X8DAT,  December  28. 
The  YioB  Pbesidbnt  being  absent  by  reason 
of  the  ill  state  of  his  health,  the  Senate  proceed- 
ed to  the  Section  of  a  President  pro  tempore, 
as  the  constitution  provides;  and  Stkph^  B. 
BsADLXT  was  appointed. 

Fbidat,  January  6,  1809. 
BxTUBN  Jonathan  Mezob,  Jun.,  appointed  a 


Senator  \>j  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Ohio,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
resignation  of  Johk  Smith,  and,  also,  for  six 
years  ensuing  the  third  day  of  March  next,  at- 
tended, and  produced  his  credentials,  which 
were  read ;  and  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  was 
administered  to  him. 


TuasDAT,  January  10. 
Jaicbs  a.  Batabd,  from  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware, attended. 

MoiTDAT,  January  16 
The  credentials  of  Miohasl  Leib,  appointed 
a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  btate  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by 
the  resignation  of  Samuel  Maolat,  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  file. 


Thubsdat,  January  19. 
MiOHABL  Leib,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  fill 
the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  the 
Honorable  Samuel  Maolat,  attended,  and  the 
oath  prescribed  by  law  was  administered  to  him, 

Tuesday,  January  24. 

Foreign  Intereourse — the  Two  MiUiom  Secret 

Appropriation — Florida  the  object. 

The  following  Message  was  received  firom  the 
Pbesident  ov  the  United  States: 
2b  the  SenaU  of  the  United  SiaUt : 

Aeoording  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the 
17th  instant,  I  now  transmit  them  the  infonnatioa 
therein  requested,  respecting  the  execntion  of  the  act 
of  Congress  of  Fehmary  21,  1806,  appropriating  two 
millions  of  dollars  for  defraying  any  extraordinary 
expenses  attending  the  intercoiirse  between  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  foreign  nations. 

Jaotaxt  24,  1803.  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  read,  and 
one  thousand  copies  thereof  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed for  the  use  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress. 

In  oomplianoe  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate^  so 
far  as  the  same  is  not  complied  with  by  &e  report  dT 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasaiy  of  the  20th  imtant,  the 
Secretary  of  State  req>ectAiUy  reports,  that  neither 
the  whole  nor  any  portion  of  the  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars appropriated  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  2l8t 
of  Febroazy,  1806,  "  for  defrayii^g  any  extraoidinaiy 
expenses  attending  the  intercourse  between  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  foreign  nations,**  was  ever  authorized 
or  intended  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of  either  France, 
Holland,  or  any  country  other  than  Spain ;  nor  other- 
wise to  be  applied  to  Spain  than  by  treaty  with  the 
GU>yemment  uiereo^  and  exclusively  in  consideration 
of  a  cession  and  deliveiy  to  the  United  States  of  Ute  ter- 
ritory held  by  Spain,  eastward  of  the  river  MissiasippL 

All  which  ii  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

DxpABiMsirr  of  Stats,  Jan.  21. 


Monday,  January  80. 
The  Vice  Pbesident  haying  retired,  the  Sen- 
ate proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  President  jm? 
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temporey  as  the  constitntion  provides ;  and  the 
Hod.  JoBsr  Milledgb  was  appointed. 

Thubsdat,  February  2. 

Tho  credentials  of  Sahuel  Whitb,  appointed 

a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 

Delaware,  for  six  years,  commencing  on  the  4th  of 

March  next,  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  file. 

Tuesday,  February  7. 

Eiaminatum  and  Count  of  Electoral  Votes  for 

PrendetUand  Vice  President 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  joint  com- 
mittee appointed  to  ascertain  and  report  a  mode 
of  examining  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice 
Preeident,  and  of  notifying  the  persons  elected 
of  their  election,  and  for  regidating  the  time, 
place,  and  manner,  of  administering  the  oath  of 
<^ke  to  the  President,  reported  in  part  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to : 

jResoAwd;  That  the  two  Honses  shall  assemble  in 
the  Chamber  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  on 
Wedoeeday  next,  at  12  o'clock;  that  one  person  be 
appomted  a  teller  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  make 
a  list  of  the  votes  as  they  shall  be  declared ;  that  the 
lesalt  shall  be  dehveied  to  the  President  of  the  Sen- 
ate, who  shall  announce  the  state  of  the  vote,  and 
the  persoDs  elected,  to  the  two  Honses  assembled  as 
aforesaid ;  which  shall  be  deemed  a  declaration  of 
the  persons  elected  President  and  Vice  President, 
and,  together  with  a  list  of  the  votes,  to  be  entered 
on  the  Journals  of  the  two  Houses. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  be 
appointed  teller  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  agree- 
lily  to  the  foregoing  resolution. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Kepresentatives 
brought  to  the  Senate  ^*  the  several  memorials 
from  sundry  citizens  of  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, remonstrating  against  the  mode  in  which 
the  appointment  of  Electors  for  President  and 
Vice  President  has  been^  proceeded  to  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  said  State,  as  irregular  and  unconstitutional, 
and  praying  for  the  interference  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Bepresentatives  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  estab- 
lishment of  so  dangerous  a  precedent." 

The  message  last  mentioned,  referring  to  the 
memorials  of  sundry  citizens  of  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  was  read. 

Ordered^  That  the  message  and  memorials  lie 
on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
rep<^  of  the  joint  committee  ^^  appointed  to  as- 
certain and  report  a  mode  of  examining  the 
votes  for  President  and  Vice  President,  and  of 
notifying  the  persons  elected  of  their  election, 
and  to  regulate  the  &ne,  place,  and  manner  of 
administering  the  oath  of  office  to  the  Presi- 
dent,''  and  have  appointed  Messrs.  Nicholas 
and  Yak  Dtxb  tellers  on  their  part. 

Wedvbsday,  February  8. 
Tbe  two  Houses  of  Congress,  agreeably  to  the 


joint  resolution,  assembled  in  the  Representa- 
tives' Chamber,  and  the  certificates  of  the  £lec- 
tors  for  the  several  States  were,  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  opened  and  delivered  to  the 
tellers  appointed  for  the  purpose,  who,  having 
examined  and  ascertained  the  number  of  votes, 
presented  a  list  thereof  to  the  President  of  the 
Senate,  which  was  read,  as  follows: 


For  Presi- 

Fcsr Tice  Presi- 

dent. 

deuL 

States, 

1 
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1 
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^ 

^ 

PE4 

New  HampBhire    - 
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7 

_ 
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7 

Massachuuetts 

- 

- 

y^ 

— 

- 

» 

19 

Rliodti  Islflnii 

- 

^ 

4 

- 

- 

4 

ConDccticat 

- 

^ 

t) 

J 

- 

- 

9 

Vernaotit                 *         - 

B 

- 

- 

- 

6 

New  York 

13 

6 

« 

13 

3 

a 

New  Jer&ey 

S 

- 

a 

Penn?jh'amii 

m 

— 

- 

so 

Delaware 

_ 

- 

8 

- 

8 

Marvlarid 

9 

2 

e 

2 

VirgiQia                »  - 

24 

£4 

North  Caioliim 

11 

- 

a,   11 

S 

South  Carolina 

10 

^'   10 

Goorgift 

6 

6 

Kentucky 

7 

7 

Ti^iiiiessee 

5 

- 

b 

Ohio 

f) 

- 

3 

Totals 

123 

6 

47  U3 

3 

3 

9 

47 

The  whole  nmnher  of  votes  being  176,  of 
which  88  make  a  migority. 

Whereupon  the  President  of  the  Senate  de- 
clared Jambs  Madison  elected  President  of  the 
United  States  for  four  years,  commencing  with 
^e  fourth  day  of  March  next ;  and  Geoboe 
OuNTON  Vice  Prestdent  of  the  United  States  for 
four  years,  commencing  with  the  fourth  day  of 
March  next. 

The  votes  of  the  Electors  were  then  delivered 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate ;  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress  separated ;  and  the  Senate  returned 
to  their  own  Onamber. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Sioth  of  Maryland, 

Resolved^  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  delivered  to 
James  Madison.  Esq.,  of  Virginia,  now  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  United  States,  a  notification  of 
his  election  to  the  oflBce  of  President  of  the 
United  States ;  and  to  be  transmitted  to  Geokgb 
CuNTON,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  Vice  President 
elect  ^f  the  United  States,  notification  of  his 
election  to  that  ofiSce ;  and  that  the  President 
of  the  Senate  do  make  out  and  sign  a  certificate 
in  the  words  following,  viz : 

Be  U  known,  That  the  Senate  and  Honae  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  of  America,  being  con- 
vened at  the  city  of  Washington,  on  the  second  Wed- 
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netdsj  in  Febjtauy,  in  the  year  of  <mr  Lord  one 
thottfland  ei^t  hun^fod  and  nine,  the  nnderwritten, 
President  of  the  Senate  sro  tempore,  did,  in  preaenee 
of  the  said  Senate  and  Hoose  of  Bepresentatives,  open 
all  the  certificates  and  connt  all  the  votes  of  the  £leo< 
tors  for  a  President  and  Yioe  President  of  the  United 
States.  Whereupon,  it  appeared  that  James  Madison, 
of  Virginia,  had  a  minority  of  the  votes  of  the  Elec- 
tors as  President,  and  George  CLOtroN,  of  New 
York,  had  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  Electors  as 
Yiee  President.  By  all  which  it  appears  that  Jakis 
Madison,  of  Virginia,  has  been  dniy  elected  President, 
and  Gboboe  Cunton,  of  New  York,  has  been  dnly 
elected  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  agreeably 
to  the  oonstitntion. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand, 
and  caosed  the  seal  of  the  Senate  to  be  affixed,  this 
day  of  Febmaiy,  1809. 

And  that  the  President  of  the  Senate  do  canse 
the  certificate  i^oresaid  to  be  laid  before  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  with  thia  resolution. 


Tuesday,  February  21. 

The  oredentiala  of  Jobbfh  Akdsbsok,  iq>point- 
ed  a  Senator  for  l^e  State  of  Tennessee,  by  the 
Executive  of  that  State,  from  and  after  the  ex- 
piration of  the  time  limited  in  his  present  ap- 
pointment, until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
the  Legidature  thereof  were  presented  and 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  file. 

Franking  Privilege  to  Mr,  Jtfferwn. 

The  bill  freeing  fh>m  postage  all  letters  and 
packets  to  Thomas  Jefferson  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole;  and  no  amendment  having  been 
proposed,  on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time  ?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

NimrlnAercowne, 

Mr.  TiFFm,  from  the  committee,  reported,  the 
bill  to  interdict  the  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and 
France,  and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other 
purposes,  correctly  engrossed;  and  the  bill  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  filled — sec- 
tion three,  with  the  words  UMniietik  and  JfToy 
in  two  instancea. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bbadlbt,  the  words, "  or  be- 
ing pursued  by  the  enemy,"  were  stricken  out  of 
the  first  and  third  sections,  by  unanimous  consent 

Mr.  Llotd  addressed  die  Senate  as  follows : 

Mr.  President :  When  the  resolution  on  which 
this  bill  is  founded  was  brought  forward,  I  had 
expected  it  would  have  been  advocated — as  a 
means  of  preserving  peace — as  a  menace  to  the 
belligerents,  that  a  more  rigorous  course  of  con- 
duct was  about  to  be  adopted  towards  them,  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  provided  they 
continued  to  persist  in  their  injurious  decrees, 
and  Orders  in  Council — as  givmg  us  time  to 
prepare  for  war— or  as  a  covert,  but  actual  war, 
against  France  and  Great  Britain. 

I  feel  indebted  to  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Giles,)  for  not  only  having 
▼ery  much  narrowed  the  consideration  of  thi3 


saljeot,  but  for  the  open,  candid,  and  manly 
ground  he  has  taken,  both  in  support  of  the 
resolution  and  the  bilL  I  understood  him  to 
avow,  that  the  effect  must  be  war,  and  that  a 
wa^  with  Great  Britain;  that,  notwithstanding 
the  non-intercourse  attached  to  this  bill,  Uie 
merchants  would  send  their  vessels  to  sea ;  those 
vessels  would  be  captured  by  British  cruisers; 
these  captures  would  be  resisted;  such  redstance 
would  produce  war,  and  that  was  what  he  both 
wished  and  expected.  I  agree  perfectly  with 
the  gentleman,  that  this  is  the  nacural  progresBi 
and  must  be  the  ultimate  effect  of  the  meaaore ; 
and  I  am  also  glad,  that  neither  the  honorable 
Senate  nor  the  people  of  the  United  States  oan 
entertain  any  doubts  upon  the  subject. 

I  understood  the  gentleman  also  to  say,  that 
this  was  a  result  he  had  long  expected.  Now, 
sir,  as  there  have  been  no  recent  decrees,  or  Or* 
ders  in  Council  issued,  if  war  has  been  long 
looked  for,  from  those  now  in  operation,  I  know 
not  what  excuse  those  who  have  the  manage- 
ment of  our  concerns  oan  offer  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  for  leaving  the  country  in  its 
present  exposed,  naked,  and  defenoelesB  dfcoa- 
tion. 

What  are  our  preparations  for  war?  After 
being  together  four-fifths  of  the  session,  we  have 
extorted  a  reluctant  consent  to  fit  out  four  frig- 
ates. We  have  also  on  the  stocks,  in  the  navy 
yard  and  elsewhere  scattered  along  the  coast, 
from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Schoodick,  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy  gunboats,  which,  during  the 
summer  season,  and  under  the  influence  of  gen- 
tle western  breezes,  may,  when  in  comnuasioB, 
make  out  to  navigate  some  of  our  bays  and 
rivers,  not,  however,  for  any  effectual  purposes 
of  defence,  for  I  most  conscientiously  believe, 
that  three  stout  frigates  would  destroy  the 
whole  of  them ;  and  of  the  enormous  expense 
at  which  this  burlesque  naval  establishment  is 
kept  up^  we  have  had  a  specimen  the  present 
sesraon,  by  a  bill  exhibited  to  the  Senate,  of 
eight  hundred  dollars  for  medical  attendance,  on 
a  single  gunboat  for  a  sin^e  month,  at  Kew 
Orleans.  If  other  expenditures  are  to  be  made 
in  this  ratio,  it  requires  but  few  powers  of  cal- 
culation to  loretell  that^  if  the  gunboats  can  de- 
strov  notiiing  else,  they  would  so<»i  destroy  the 
public  Treasury. 

We  have  also  heard  of  a  project  for  raising 
fifty  thousand  volunteers,  which  has,  I  believe, 
been  very  properly  stifled  in  its  birth,  and  we 
have  appropriated,  during  the  present  session, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  towards 
the  erection,  repairing,  and  completion  of  our 
fortification&  A  sum  about  equal  to  the  expen- 
diture of  the  BriUsh  Government  for  six  weeks, 
or  two  months,  on  a  slng^  fortress  in  the  Prov- 
ince of  Canada,  and  which  sum,  with  us,  is  to 
put  into  a  state  of  defence,  against  the  naval 
power  of  Great  Britain,  an  exposed  and  acces- 
sible maritime  frontier  of  two  thousand  miles  in 
extent  I 

In  contemplating  war,  it  \a  also  proper  to  ad- 
vert to  the  state  of  the  Treasury.    Under  sooh 
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an  eTent,  and  with  any  serious  preparation  for 
var  or  actual  proeeontion  of  it,  the  present  fhnds 
would  soon  be  exhausted.  How  soon  cannot  be 
stated,  becaaae  the  amount  of  them  cannot  be 
accnrateljr  ascertained.  A  part,  and  a  consid- 
erable part,  of  the  mon^  now  on  hand,  does  not 
belong  to  the  public.  It  ib  the  property  of  the 
merchantB ;  it  is  deposited  in  the  Treasury  as  in 
a  bank,  to  be  checked  for,  whenerer  that  com- 
merce, which  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  his  Notes  on 
Virginia,  most  emphatically  says,  our  country 
wUl  Aora,  diall  be  asain  reopened. 

And  thus  situated,  what  are  the  projects  of- 
fered for  replemshbig  the  public  coffers  in  fu- 
ture t  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasoiy  to  develop  the  resources  of  the  nation, 
and  to  point  out  new  sources  of  supply,  when- 
ever the  usual  channels  are  impeded.  He  has 
designated  three  modes.  The  first,  if  executed, 
embraces,  in  my  view,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  it, 
a  marked  violation  of  the  public  fidth.  It  is 
the  suggestion  of  stopping  drawbacks  on  mer- 
chandise, which,  in  many  instances,  the  mer- 
chants, from  a  reliance  on  the  stability  of  Tour 
laws,  and  the  integrity  of  the  Government,  have 
imported  expressly  for  exportation,  and  not  for 
domestic  use  or  consumption  in  this  country, 
and  which  exportadon  you  lurve  prevented 
them,  alike  contrary  to  their  inclinations  and 
thdr  interests,  fh>m  making  for  a  longer  period 
than  ever  was  known  or  endured  in  any  other 


The  second  inoject  is  one  which,  in  my  opin- 
ion, would  do  litue  honor  to  the  genius  of  any 
man.  It  ia  a  sweeping  project  for  doubling,  at 
the  moment,  the  duties  on  every  description  of 
imported  merchandise^  oh  which  a  duty  is  now 
payatUe.  Without  notice  to  the  merchant,  with- 
out inipnry,  without  discrimination,  without 
distinction  between  the  necessaries  of  the  poor 
man  and  the  luxuries  of  the  rich  one ;  between 
the  indiBpensable  raw  materials  of  the  manufac- 
turer ana  &e  useless  decorations  of  £i;riiion.  By 
which,  bohea  tea  and  Madeira  wine,  brown  su- 
gar and  oosmetios,  coaches  and  carpenters'  tools, 
are  all,  by  a  single  stroke  of  the  pen,  raised  in 
the  same  ratio;  and  a  duty  of  100  per  cent,  on 
the  present  rates,  without  &vor  or  affection, 
equally  recommended  to  be  imposed  on  the 
whole  of  them. 

The  third  prcgect  is  certainly  not  a  novel  one ; 
it  is  simply  that  of  shifting  the  burden  off  our 
own  shoulders  on  to  those  of  our  successors:  it 
is  that  of  borrowing  money  on  loans. 

I  have  been,  sb",  among  those  who  have  re- 
q>eeted  the  intelligence  and  acuteness  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  I  have  thought  the 
office  very  ably  filled ;  nor  has  my  estimation 
of  his  talents  been  diminished  from  the  few  per- 
sonal conferences  I  have  had  with  him  eince  I 
have  been  in  this  city;  but  .if  his  fiime  rested 
oa  no  firmer  a  basis  than  the  reports  made  to 
GcmgresB  the  present  session,  in  relation  to  en- 
forcing the  embargo  laws,  and  to  our  fiscal  con- 
eema,  then  an  iniknt's  breath  might  eaaly  burst 
the  bubble.    At  any  rate,  it  may  very  truly  be 


said,  that  if  such  lire  our  preparations  tor  com- 
mencing, and  our  resources  for  continuing  a 
war,  they  are  those  which  will  serve  neither 
to  inspirit  ourselves,  nor  to  frighten  our  ene- 
mies. 

If  we  are  to  have  war,  with  whom  is  it  to  be 
prosecuted— not  in  terms  I  mean,  but  in  fact  9 
Certainly  not  with  France.  Her  few  possessions 
in  the  West  Indies  have  probably,  by  this  time, 
ceased  to  belong  to  her,  and  between  her  Euro- 
pean territories  and  the  United  States  a  gulf 
intervenes,  a  power  is  interposed,  which  neither 
the  Emperor  of  the  West  nor  the  King  of  the 
two  Americas  can  either  fathom  or  resist. 

It  then  i^pears,  if  we  are  to  have  war,  it  is 
to  be  a  covert  war  with  the  two  belligerents, 
but  in  reality  an  actual  war  with  Great  Britain 
alone,  and  not  a  war  with  both  France  and 
Great  Britain,  as  the  face  of  this  bill  seems  to 
import. 

If  this  be  the  determination  of  our  Govern- 
ment, and  the  war  is  to  commence  at  &  future 
dav,  and  not  instantly,  what  is  the  course  which 
policy  would  dictate  to  this  country  to  pursue  9 
Certainly  not  a  prohibition  of  the  importation 
of  her  manufactures.  A  long  period  of  years 
must  elapse  before  we  can  furnish  for  ourselves 
many  articles  we  receive  from  her  even  of  the 
first  necessity,  or  those  which,  from  habit,  have 
beeome  such  to  us.  We  shouM,  tberefbre,  sedu- 
lously  endeavor,  not. only  to  guard  agaLost  ex- 
hausting our  present  stock,  but  to  adopt  every 
means  in  our  power  to  replenish  it. 

It  would  be  expedient  to  throw  wide  open 
the  entrance  of  our  ports  for  importations,  to 
overstock  as  much  as  possible  the  United  States 
with  British  manufactures.  This  would  procure 
for  us  a  doulde  advantage ;  it  would  promote 
our  own  accommodation,  by  giving  us  the  means 
of  commencing  and  prosecuting  war  with  fewer 
privations,  and  it  would  powerfWly  tend  to 
unite  the  interests  of  a  certain  dass  of  the  in- 
habitants of  that  country  with  our  own*— for,  as 
the  mass  of  importations  from  Great  Britain  are 
made  on  long  credits,  should  a  war  ensue  before 
such  credits  are  cancelled,  it  is  obvious  that, 
until  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  those  debts 
could  not  be  ooUected,  and  this  circumstance 
alone,  to  a  certain  extent,  might  operate  as  a 
preventive  check  to  war,  or,  at  any  rate,  would 
secure  in  the  bosom  of  the  British  nation  a  party 
whose  interests  and  feelings  would  be  intimately 
connected  with  a  speedy  return  of  peace. 

By  adopting  a  non-intercourse  antecedent  to 
a  state  of  war,  our  own  stock  of  supplies  be- 
comes exhausted,  the  British  merchants  have 
time  and  notice  gty&n  them  to  collect  or  alien- 
ate, by  asaagnment,  their  debts  in  this  country. 
A  warning  is  given  them  to  buckle  on  their  ar- 
mor ;  their  good  disposition  towards  us  is  not 
only  changed,  but  embittered,  and  the  very  per- 
sons who,  in  the  one  case,  might  possibly  pre- 
vent a  war,  or  be  instrumental  in  effecting  the 
restoration  of  peace,  would,  in  the  other,  prob- 
ably be  among  the  most  willing  to  rush  into 
the  contesti  from  the  impulse  of  temper,  and 
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from  the  conviction  that  their  own  drcum- 
Btances  would  not  be  deteriorated  by  its  conse- 
qnences. 

A  non-interconrse  would  also  be  attended 
with  great  hazard  and  disadvantage.  It  would 
be  as  well  understood  by  others  as  by  ourselves ; 
it  could  alone  be  considered  as  the  precursor  of 
war ;  and  the  blow  would  be  struck,  not  when 
we  were  prepared,  but  when  our  opponents 
were  ready  for  the  contest;  and  should  this  bill 
go  into  operation,  it  is  very  possible  l^t  during 
the  ensuing  summer,  some  of  our  cities  may 
exhibit  heaps  of  ruins  and  of  ashes,  before  ex- 
presses eould  convene  at  the  seat  of  Government 
even  the  heads  of  our  departments. 

Another  evil  would  arise,  and  that  a  perma- 
nent one ;  whether  a  non-intercourse  eventuated 
in  war. or  peace,  it  would  materially  and  ad- 
versely affect  both  the  habits  of  the  people  and 
the  revenue  of  the  State.  Many  of  the  articles 
which  are  now  imported  from  Great  Britain  are 
indispensable  for  our  comfort,  and  some  of  them 
for  our  existence.  The  people  cannot  do  with- 
out tiiem :  the  consequence  must  be,  that^  in- 
stead of  being  regularly  imported,  the  articles 
will  be  smuggled  into  this  country,  and  thereby 
the  price  not  only  becomes  greatly  enhanced  to 
the  consumer,  but  the  duties  are  wholly  lost  to 
the  Government 

Hitherto,  the  revenue  of  the  United  States, 
arising  from  impost,  has  been  collected  with  a 
degree  of  integri^  and  punctuality  highly  honor- 
able and  unexampled  in  the  history  of  commer- 
cial nations.  This  successful  collection  of  duties 
has  not  however  been  effected  by  the  employ- 
ment of  swarms  of  revenue  officers,  spies,  and 
informers,  as  in  other  countries ;  it  has  been  in- 
finitely more  effectually  secured,  by  an  honor- 
able pride  of  character,  and  that  sentiment  of 
affection  which  was  naturally  excited  in  the 
hearts  of  freemen  towards  the  Government  of 
their  choice,  and  a  Government  under  which, 
in  the  main,  they  have  experienced  much  pros- 
perity. But  barriers  of  this  description,  like 
other  high-toned  sentiments  of  the  mind,  being 
once  broken  down,  can  with  difficulty  be  re- 
stored, and  the  chance  of  materially  impairing 
this,  in  reality,  "cheap  defence  of  nations," 
should,  in  my  opinion,  or  itself,  afford  a  sufficient 
reason  for  the  r^ection  of  all  measures  of  doubt- 
ftd  policy. 

In  a  country  nearly  surrounded  by,  and  every- 
where intersected  with  navigable  waters,  en- 
compassed by  a  frontier  beyond  the  ability  of 
ten  Bonapartean  armies  to  guard,  and  inhabited 
by  a  race  of  men  unrivalled  for  iiardihood  and 
enterprise,  and  at  present  in  a  state  of  poverty, 
the  temptation  of  great  prices  will  be  irresisti- 
ble— for  there  is  no  truism  in  monds  or  philoso- 
phy better  established  than  the  commercial  ax- 
iom, that  demand  will  ultimately  furnish  a  supply. 

There  are,  undoubtedly,  periods  in  the  history 
of  a  nation,  in  which  a  contest  would  be  bod[i 
honorable  and  indispensable,  but  it  should  ever 
be  the  result  of  great  deliberation,  and  in  an 
extended  republic,  perhaps,  of  necessity.    That 


government  is  most  wise  and  most  patriotic, 
which  so  conducts  the  affairs  of  the  natioaoyer 
which  it  presides,  as  to  produce  the  greatest 
ultimate  good ;  and  when  a  nation  is  attacked  at 
the  same  time  by  two  assailants,  it  is  no  reflec- 
tion on  its  honor  or  its  bravery,  to  select  its 
opponent;  and  on  principles  of  reciprocity,  in- 
dependently of  those  of  interest,  the  tirst  aggres- 
sor would  undoul>t6dly  be  entitled  to  the  first 
notice. 

Who  then  has  been  the  first  aggressor  9  I 
answer,  France.  The  Berlin  Decree  is  in  a  great 
measure  the  cause  of  our  present  difficulties.  In 
justification  of  France  in  doing  this,  I  know 
gentlemen  resort  to  the  convention  between 
Kussia  and  Great  Britain  in  1708,  to  prohibit  a 
supply  of  grain  to  France ;  but  this  is  by  no 
means  sufficient  justification  to  France,  even 
without  referring  to  a  decree  to  the  same  ^ect 
issued  in  Hay  of  the  same  year  by  France,  while 
she  was  ignorant  of  the  secret  stipulation  be- 
tween Russia  and  Great  Britain. 

For  a  long  period,  and  among  most  of  the 
maritime  nations  of  Europe,  the  right  of  inhibit- 
ing a  supply  of  provisions  to  an  enemy,  was 
tacitly  acquiesced  in,  or  expressly  admitted. 
This  practice  existed  even  so  long  ago  as  the 
Mithridatic  war,  and  has  probably  been  followed 
up,  without  an  interval  at  any  one  time  of  fiifty 
years,  from  the  commencement  of  the  Christian 
era  to  the  present  day.  This  attempt,  therefore, 
of  Great  Britain  to  ii^'ure  France,  formed  no 
excuse  for  France  to  attempt  to  iiijnre  Great 
Britain  by  violating  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States. 

On  the  Alst  of  December.  1806,  the  British 
Government  formally  notified  the  American 
Government,  that  Great  Britain  would  oonmder 
an  acquiescence  in  the  B^lin  Decree  on  tiie 
part  of  neutral  nations,  as  giving  to  her  (Great 
Britain)  the  right  to  retaliate  in  t^e  same  way 
against  France. 

Had  the  American  Government,  at  this  period, 
manfully  and  explicitly  made  known  its  deter- 
mination to  support  our  rights  at  all  hazards,  I 
have  no  belief  that  our  present  difficulties  would 
ever  have  existed. 

In  May  succeeding,  advices  were  received  of 
French  privateers,  under  this  decree,  depredat- 
ing upon  American  vessels  in  the  West  Indies; 
and  during  the  same  month  the  ship  Hori«Mi, 
in  distress,  was  thrown  by  the  act  of  God  on 
the  French  coast,  and  was  seized  under  the  same 
authority. 

In  November,  1807,  the  British,  in  confcmnity 
with  their  notice,  issued  their  retaliating  order. 
A  prior  Order  in  Oouncil  of  January,  1807,  had 
been  issued,  but  this  only  affected  vessels  trad- 
ing between  different  ports  of  France,  or  be- 
tween ports  of  France  and  her  allies ;  a  trade 
always  obnoxious  to  suspicion,  and  one  which 
during  war  must  ever  be  expected  in  a  great 
decree  to  be  restricted,  and  which  is  also  inter- 
dicted by  a  standing  law  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment passed  m  1778,  and  confirmed  by  the  pres- 
ent £mpefor. 
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Then  followed  in  snooesuon,  on  the  part  of 
France,  the  MUan  and  Bayonne  decrees.  The 
last  of  which  dooms  an  American  vessel  to  con- 
demnation from  the  exercise  of  a  right  imiyer- 
sally  acknowledged  to  helong  to  helligerNits, 
and  one  which  tibe  neutral  has  no  possibility  of 
preventing,  that  of  being  spoken  with  by  an 
enemy  cruiser,  whidi  from  her  superior  siuling 
there  was  no  possibility  of  avoiding.  In  point 
of  princi{de,  this  is  tiie  most  outrageous  viola- 
tion of  neutral  rights  ever  known,  and  this,  too, 
took  place  under  the  existence  of  a  treaty  made 
within  a  few  years  by  the  same  person  who 
issued  Aese  very  decree  While  with  Great 
Britain  we  have  no  treaty,  and  whose  orders  are 
expressly  bottomed  upon  and  limited  in  dura- 
tion by  the  French  decrees,  and  issued  after 
having  given  twelve  months*  notice  of  her  in- 
tention to  oppose  them  in  this  way,  and  the 
Orden  in  Council  are  even  as  yet  not  co-exten- 
sive in  principle  with  the  French  decrees. 

I  have,  in  taking  thia  brief  view,  confined 
myself  excludvely  to  the  decrees  and  orders  of 
ttie  two  Governments,  without  adverting  to 
other  causes  of  complaint  on  either  side.  I  con- 
sider myself  as  warranted  in  doing  this,  from  the 
American  Government  having  explicitly  taken 
this  ground,  and  made  known  that,  on  the  re- 
moval of  the  decrees  and  orders,  it  would,  on 
our  part,  remove  the  embargo,  and  restore  the 
accuBtomed  intercourse  between  the  two  coun- 
tries. 

From  this  oonaideralaon  of  the  subject,  it  ir- 
rssisdbly  follows,  that  France  was  the  first  ag- 
gressor on  us,  in  issuing  her  decrees — that  in 
point  of  principle,  they  are  much  more  outrage- 
ous violations  of  right  than  the  British  Orders 
in  GouncQ— that  the  latter  originate  from,  and 
co-exist  only  with  the  former,  and  that  France 
shonld  of  consequence  be  the  first  object  of  our 
vengeance. 

The  effects  of  a  war  with  one  or  the  other 
ni^on,  would  be  as  distinctly  perceptible.  With 
France  it  would  make  no  difference  to  us.  For 
as  long  as  she  continues  her  decrees,  conomerce 
with  her  could  not  be  prosecuted — ^no  man 
would  be  mad  enough  while  her  coast  is  lined, 
and  the  ocean  covered  with  BritLsh  cruisers,  to 
send  his  vessel  to  France,  where  she  would  meet 
with  certain  condenmation  for  being  even  seen 
and  spoken  with  by  a  British  frigate.  With 
France,  therefore,  the  actual  difference  arising 
from  passing  this  bill^  and  declaring  a  non-inter- 
ooorse^  would  be  next  to  nothing. 

With  Great  Britain  the  effocts  would  be  re- 
versed. No  one  now  doubts  her  ability  or  dis- 
position to  carry  her  orders  into  effect,  nor  her 
preparation  to  extend  the  theatre  of  war.  If 
we  commenced  war  upon  France,  as  she  would 
be  the  common  enemy  of  both  nations,  there  is 
no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  our  differences  with 
Great  Britain  would  be  favorably  settled,  that 
the  commerce  of  the  world,  excepting  as  it  re- 
spects France  and  her  allies,  would  be  again 
open  to  US)  and  that  a  trade,  which  has  hitherto 
employed  nearly  seventy  millions  of  our  capital, 


might  be  agun  accessible  to  the  industry  and 
enterprise  of  our  dtizens. 

Beverse  this  picture,  admitting  that  you  have 
a  war  with  Great  Britain,  what  will  be  its  con- 
sequences ?  If  your  citizens  are  united,  you  can 
capture  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  and  New  Bruns- 
wick ;  when  you  have  effected  this,  what  re- 
miuns  next  to  be  done?  You  have  reached  the 
ne  ph»  ultra  of  your  ability.  Thenceforward 
your  ports  are  hermetically  sealed.  Priva- 
teering, from  the  convoy  system  adopted  by  Great 
Britain,  could  not  be  successfully  prosecuted ; 
no  food  for  enterprise  remains,  and  thus  you 
would  remain,  five,  ten,  or  fifteen  years,  as  the 
case  might  be,  until  the  wisdom  and  good  sense 
of  the  nation  predominated  over  its  passion, 
when  an  accommodation  would  be  made  with 
Great  Britain,  following  her  example  with  re- 
gard to  her  West  India  conquests,  restoring  the 
captured  provinces,  enriched  by  American  pop- 
ulation and  industry,  and  giving  jib  perhaps 
a  treaty  stiU  less  favorable  than  tlie  much  exe- 
crated instrument  of  1794^  which,  bad  as  it  was 
said  to  be,  has  proved  a  eomueopia  of  wealth 
to  our  country,  if  it  produced  nothing  less  than 
a  thirteen  years*  peace,  and  which,  to  my  view, 
is  vastly  preferaUe  to  its  abortive  successor  of 
theyear  eighteen  hundred  and  six. 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  and  determined  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  21,  nays  12,  as  follows:  , 

Yeas. — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Condi^  Franklin,  Gail- 
lard,  Giles,  Gregg,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Leib,  Mathew- 
son,  Meigs,  Milledge,  Mitohill,  Moore,  Pope,  Robui- 
soo.  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith 
of  Tennessee,  Thruston,  and  Tiffin. 

Nats. — Messrs,  Bayard,  Crawford,  Gilman,  Good- 
rich, HiOhoase,  Lloyd,  Parker,  Pickering,  Reed, 
Smnter,  Turner,  and  White. 

So^  it  was  resolved  that  this  bill  pass,  and  that 
the  title  thereof  be,  "An  act  to  interdict  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their 
dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes.'' 


Fkidat,  February  24 
Additional  Duties. 

The  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  for  impo^ng  addi- 
tional duties  upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  mer« 
chandise,  imported  from  any  foreign  port  or 
place,''  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended. 

Mr.  Lloyd  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  this  bill  until  the  first  Mondav 
in  June  next ;  and  addressed  the  chair  as  fol- 
lows : 

Mr.  President :  After  the  observations  which 
I  have  before  made,  sir,  on  this  bill,  and  the 
detailed  consideration  which  was  given  to  it 
yesterday,  I  should  not  again  rise,  were  the  sub- 
ject not  a  commercial,  and  an  exceedingly  im- 
portant one ;  nor  is  it  now  my  intention  to  make 
more  than  a  few  remarks,  and  these  the  Senate 
will  probably  think  entitled  to  more  than  usual 
respect,  when  I  inform  them  they  will  prinoi- 
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pally  be,  neither  mj  own,  nor  wboUy  accordant 
with  my  opinions. 

This  bill  can  only  be  advocated  npon  the 
ground  that  a  war  is  about  to  ensne,  and  that, 
to  prepare  f^e  public  Treasury  to  sustain  the 
proeeoution  of  such  war,  this  proposed  duty  is 
necessary.  My  purpose  is  to  cite  some  authori- 
ties to  show  that  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  is 
either  expected  or  necessary ;  and  the  authori- 
ties I  shall  adduce  to  prove  this,  are  those  to 
whidi  the  Senate  is  accustomed  to  pay  the 
highest  respect 

[Here  Mr.  Iloyd  quoted  from  Mr.  Crallatin's  Treas- 
Qiy  report^  to  ihow  that  he  deemed  loaiiB  preferable 
to  taxes  if  war  ensued,  and  that  there  was  reveame 
enough  until  the  next  winter.] 

Kow,  sir,  it  is  dear,  from  the  showing  even 
of  this  honorable  gentleman  whose  calculations 
are  received  with  so  much  reqieot  here,  that 
whether  there  is  peaces  war,  or  embargo,  our 
resources  are  yet  abunoant  to  carry  us  on,  at 
least  until  the  next  winter ;  and  as  we  are  to 
meet  again  in  three  months,  it  follows  that  the 
present  undigested  project  must  be  worse  than 
useless. 

To  all  this  mass  of  evidence  and  authority 
against  botii  the  necessity  and  policy  of  laying 
this  duty,  I  have  only  to  add  a  few  observations 
to  show  that  it  will,  in  its  operation,  be  both 
unequal  and  unjust. 

It  is  well  known  that  permanent  dulaes,  except 
on  their  first  imposition,  are  paid  by 'the  con- 
sumer ;  but  whenever  duties  are  to  be  of  short 
duration,  as  in  the  present  instance,  or  until  the 
stocks  of  merchandise  prior  to  the  assessment  of 
the  duty  are  run  of!^  tne  price  does  not  rise  in 
ratio  with  the  duty,  and  that^  of  ^  consequence, 
the  whole,  or  part  of  the  duty,  is* thus  much  of 
loss  to  the  merchant  This,  in  a  degree,  cannot 
be  avoided,  nor  is  it  even  a  subject  of  complaint, 
where  due  notice  has  been  given  of  the  inten- 
tion to  lay  the  duty ;  but  if  it  be  imposed  with- 
out notice,  or  giving  time  for  preparation,  then 
the  interest  of  the  merchant  is  sacrificed. 

The  basis  of  all  commerce  is  calculation; 
what  calculation  can  be  found  for  distant  enter- 

E rises  when  the  data  are  perpetually  shifting  ? 
f  a  merchant  rests  on  the  stability  of  the  laws 
of  tlie  Government^  and  sends  away  his  vessel, 
and  on  her  return  finds  a  new  duty  of  60  per 
cent  imposed,  which,  for  the  circumstance  of 
it,  the  consumer  does  not  nay,  his  whole  calcu- 
lations are  defeated,  and  he  pockets  a  loss  in- 
stead pf  a  profit  for  hb  industry. 

Commerce  is  very  probably  as  well  understood 
in  England  as  any  where.  In  that  country  new 
duties  on  imports  are  imposed  with  great  cau- 
tion; whenever  contemplated^  the  subject  is 
generally  a  long  time  under  consideration,  some- 
times hanging  over  from  one  session  to  another. 
The  Ministry  make  it  a  point  frequently  to  con- 
sult committees  of  merchants  from  most  of  the 
principal  seaports  in  the  kingdom.  The  result 
18,  the  subject  is  well  considered;  and,  when 
the  duties  are  imposed,  they  are  submitted  to . 


with  cordiality  and  cheerfulness.  Mr.  Pitt,  in 
the  latter  part  of  his  life,  always  adopted  this 
mode.  He  did  not  think  it  eondesc^iBion  to 
consult  merchants  on  subiects  with  which  they 
were  better  acquainted  than  himself.  In  the 
early  part  of  liis  administration,  I  have  under- 
stood, he  rashly  imposed  some  additional  and 
heavy  duties  on  imported  merchandise ;  the 
consequence  was,  the  revenue  diminished^  and 
smuggling  increased.  With  his  characteristic 
vigor  he  determkied  to  stop  it,  and  lined  the 
coast  with  luggers,  revenue  cutters,  and  frigates ; 
still  the  revenue  did  not  increase.  He  oonaahed 
the  merchants — ^ej  told  him  the  articles  were 
taxed  beyond  their  bearing;  he  manfully  re- 
traced his  steps,  and  took  off  the  additional  duty 
— ^and  immediately  smuggling  did  not  pay  its 
cost — his  luggers,  cutters,  and  frigates,  became 
useless,  and  the  revenue  advanced  to  its  ancient 
standard.  This  is  one  among  many  memorable 
instances  that  might  be  adduced  to  show  that 
an  unwise  augmentaticm  of  duties  is  very  far 
from  producing  an  increase  of  revenue. 

There  is  another  view  of  the  subject  on  which 
I  shall  say  a  few  words.  This,  new  dnty  wiU 
operate  as  a  bounty  to  monopolizers^  forestallers, 
and  speculators.  Gentlemen  are  not  aware  of 
the  avidity  witli  which  mercantile  men  have 
regarded  the  proceedings  of  this  session.  I  am 
told  that,  witidn  half  an  hour  after  the  question 
was  taken,  about  a  fortnight  shice,  in  the  other 
House,  ten  expresses  started  for  different  pAits 
of  the  United  States.  It  is  notorious  that  Eng- 
lish and  West  India  goods,  and  most  articles  of 
foreign  merchandise  in  the  United  States,  have 
been  bought  up  by  speculators ;  it  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  a  few  persons;  by  passing  this  law, 
you  discourage  new  importations,  and  enable  the 
present  holders  to  grind  the  poor,  by  extorting 
high  prices  for  the  articles  they  hold.  frt>m  a 
want  of  competition  in  the  market  From  all 
these  views  of  the  subject,  and  frx>m  the  senti- 
ments I  have  quoted  lirom  the  Preadent,  Mr. 
Gallatin,  and  General  Smith,  it  is  apparent  that 
tills  measure  is  unwise,  unnecessary,  and  im- 
politic. 

I  am  unwilling,  sir,  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
Senate;  but,  however  unavailing  may  be  the 
efforts  of  my  friends  and  myself,  I  wish  to  have 
it  recorded  that  I  was  heiUier  ignorant  of  the 
very  injuriotis  operation  of  this  bill  upon  my 
constituents,  nor  unwilling  to  endeavor  to  pre- 
vent it  I  therefore  ask  the  indulgence  of  the 
Senate,  that  the  ayes  and  noes  may  be  taken 
when  this  question  is  decided. 

And  on  the  question,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative— yeas  10,  nays  19,  as  follows : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Gilman,  Hill- 
house,  lioyd,  Mitchill,  Parker,  Pickering,  Beed,  and 
White. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Gondit,  Crawford,  Frank- 
lin, Gaillard,  Gregg,  Rowland,  Eitehel,  Leib,  Meigs, 
MiUedge,  Moore,  Pope,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of 
New.  York,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Sumter,  ThnistODy 
and  Turner. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Mazyland,  the 
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ftrther  consideration  of  the  bill  was  portponed 
to  Monday  next 

FkiDAY,  March  8. 

A  message  from  the  Honae  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Honse  disagree  to 
the  first  and  fonrth  amendment  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  *^  An  act  Auiher  to  amend  the 
General  acts  for  the  establiehment  and  regolation 
of  the  Treasaiy,  War,  and  Navy  Departments, 
and  maldng  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  liGlitary  Establishment  and  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States  for  the  year  1809;"  and  thev 
agree  to  the  other  amendments  to  the  said  bill 
OathofOffiee  to  the  PreMent  elect. 

The  PsEsmssiT  communicated  to  the  Senate 
the  following  letter  from  the  President  elect  of 
the  United  States : 

Orrr  of  Wasbiiioidx,  March  2, 1809. 

Sb  :  I  beg  leave,  thnmgh  ycm,  to  inform  the  honor- 
able the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  that  I  propose 
to  take  the  oath  which  the  conatitation  prescribes  to 
the  PmUent  of  the  United  States^  before  he  enters 
on  ^  execution  of  his  office,  on  Saturday  the  Hk 
instaot,  at  twelTe  o'clock,  in  the  Chamber  of  the 
House  of  Beprasentatives. 

I  bave  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  hnmble  servant, 
JAMES  MADISON. 

The  Hon.  Josh  Millbdos, 

PreaidaU  jtro  tempore  ofiha  BemOe. 
Mm  a^ clock  in  the  Etening. 
Ad^ourmmenL 

Mr.  MiTOHiu^  from  the  committee,  reported 
that  they  had  waited  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  who  informed  them  that  he  had 
no  farther  communications  to  make  to  the  two 
Honsea  of  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  notify  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  the  Senate  having  finish- 
ed the  business  before  them,  are  about  to  ad- 
journ. 

The  Secretary  having  performed  that  duty, 
the  Senate  adjourned  without  day. 


EXTRA    SESSIOlSr. 
TkPruidemtqfAe  United  States 

to ,  Senator  for  the  State  of ; 

Certam  matters  torching  the  pnblio  good  requir- 
iog  that  the  Senate  shonld  be  convened  on  Saturday, 
the  fouih  day  of  March  next,  yon  are  dedred  to  at> 
tend  at  the  Senate  Chamber,  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ingtoD,  on  that  day ;  then  and  there  to  deliberate  on 
nch  commnnfcations  as  shall  be  made  to  yon. 

TH.  JEFFEBSON. 
Wasbibqioh,  Dec  80;  1808. 

Satubdat,  March  4. 
In  conformity  with  the  summons  from  the 
Praident  of  the  United  States,  the  Senate  as- 
sembled in  the  Chamber  of  the  Honae  of  Bep- 
ittentativesL 


^^oEor  MnxEDOB,  from  the  State  of  Georg^ 
"ttident  pro  tempore* 

Vol.  nr.-^ 


Nicholas  Gnjcax,  and  Nahux  Pabkbb,  frohn 
New  Hampshire. 

Timothy  PiouBiNa,  fr^om  Hassaohnsetts. 

Chaotoet  Goodbioh,  from  Connectiont 

EusBA  Mathbwson,  from  Rhode  Island. 

Stephen  R.  Bbadley,  from  Vermont 

John  SurrH,  from  New  YorlL 

Aabov  Kitohel,  from  New  Jersey. 

Akdbew  Gbeog,  from  Pennsylvania. 

James  A.  Batasix,  from  Delaware. 

pHnjp  Reed,  from  Maryknd. 

William  B.  Giles,  from  Virginia. 

James  TcrmvEB,  and  Jesse  FBANsxnr,  from 
North  Carolina. 

Thomas  Sctmtkb,  and  John  Gaiixabd,  fix>m 
South  Carolina. 

Wilua^  H.  Orawvobd,  from  Georgia. 

BtroKNEB  Thbuston,  and  John  Pope,  from 
Kentucky. 

Daniel  Smith,  from  Tennessee. 

Edwaed  Tiffin,  from  Ohio. 

John  Lambert,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  for  six 
years,  and  Samuel  Smith,  appointed  a  Senator 
by  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Maryknd,  at- 
tended, and  their  credentials  were  read. 

James  Lloyd,  junior,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legisktore  of  the  State  of  Massaohosetts, 
attended,  stating  that  he  was  elected,  bat  not 
in  possession  of  his  credentials. 

Joseph  Andebson,  from  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee ;  RiCHABD  Bbknt,  from  the  State  of 
Virginia;  James  Hillhoube,  from  the  State  of 
Connecticut ;  Miohasl  Leib,  fr<Mn  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania ;  Retubn  J.  Msichs,  from  the  State 
of  Ohio ;  Jonathan  Robinson,  from  the  State 
of  Vermont ;  Samttbl  White,  from  the  State  of 
Delaware,  severally  attended. 

The  oath  required  by  law  was  administered 
to  the  Senators  aboye  mentioned,  in  the  ox 
years^  class,  respectively,  except  to  Mr.  Bbxnt. 

The  Pbbsidbnt  of  tmb  Unitbd  States  at- 
tended, and  conomunioated  the  following 

▲  ddbbss: 
Unwillhig  to  depurt  from  examnles  of  the  most  rfr- 
red  authority,  I  avail  mjTBelf  of  the  oceaaop  now 
presented,  to  express  the  profoond  impression  made 
on  me  by  the  call  of  my  ooimtry  to  the  station,  to  the 
duties  of  which  I  am  about  to  pled^  myself  by  the 
most  solenm  of  sanotioDS.  So  disttngnished  a  maik 
of  eonfidenoe,  proceeding  from  the  deliberate  and 
tranquil  aoffinge  of  a  free  and  virtaoos  nation,  would, 
under  any  circumstances,  have  commanded  my  grat- 
itude and  devotion,  as  well  as  filled  me  with  an  awful 
sense  of  the  trust  to  be  assumed.  Under  the  varioos 
oircumstanoes  wbich  give  peculiar  soleomity  to  the 
existing  period,  I  feel  Jbat  both  the  honor  and  the  re- 
qionsibility  allotted  to  me  are  inezprsssibly  enhanced. 
The  present  situation  of  the  world  is,  indeed,  with- 
out a  parallel,  and  that  of  our  own  oonntiy  full  of 
difficulties.  The  pressure  of  these,  too^  is  the  more 
severely  felt,  because  they  have  fallen  upon  us  at  a 
moment  when  the  national  prosperity  being  at  a 
hei^t  not  before  attained,  the  contrast,  resultmg 
from  the  change,  has  been  rendered  the  more  strik- 
ing. Under  £e  benign  inflnenoe  of  our  Republican 
instLtutiom^  and  the  maintenance  of  peace  •  with  all 
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xiatioiiB,  whilst  so  many  of  them  were  engaged  in 
bloody  and  wasteful  wars,  the  fniits  of  a  jnst  policy 
were  enjoyed  in  an  nnrivalled  growth  of  oar  facnlties 
and  resonroes.  Proofs  of  this  were  seen  in  the  im- 
proyements  of  agricultnre  ;  in  the  sncoessful  enter- 
prises of  oommerce  ;  in  the  progress  of  manafactnres 
and  nsefnl  arts  ;  in  the  increase  of  the  public  revenne, 
and  the  use  made  of  it  in  reducing  the  public  debt ; 
and  in  the  valuable  works  and  establishments  every 
where  multiplying  over  the  face  of  our  land. 

It  is  a  precious  reflection  that  the  transition  from 
this  prosperous  condition  of  our  oountzy,  to  the  scene 
whidi  has  for  some  time  been  dbtresdng  us,  is  not 
chargeable  on  any  unwarrantable  views,  nor,  as  I 
trust,  on  any  involuntary  errors  in  the  public  •ooun- 
eils.  Indulging  no  passions  which  trespass  on  the 
rights  or  the  repose  of  other  nations,  it  has  been  the 
true  glory  of  the  United  States  to  cultivate  peace  by 
obsemng  justice ;  and  to  entitle  themselves  to  the 
r8q)ect  of  the  nations  at  war,  by  fulfilling  their  neu- 
tral obligations  with  the  meet  scrupulous  impartial- 
ity. If  there  be  candor  in  the  world,  the  truth  of 
these  assertions  will  not  be  questioned  ;  posterity,  at 
least,  win  do  justice  to  them. 

This  unexceptionable  course  could  not  avafl  against 
the  injustice  and  violence  of  the  belligerent  powers. 
In  their  rage  agunst  each  other,  or  impelled  by  more 
direct  motives,  principles  of  retaliation  have  been  in- 
troduced, equally  contraiy  to  universal  reason  and 
acknowledged  law.  How  long  their  arbitrary  edicta 
wiU  be.  continued,  in  qfute  of  ue  demonstrations  that 
not  even  a  pretext  for  them  has  been  given  by  the 
United  States,  and  of  the  faur  and  liberal  attempt  to 
induce  a  revocation  of  them,  cannot  be  anticipated 
Assuring  myself,  that,  under  eveiy  vicissitude,  the 
determined  spirit  and  united  councils  of  the  nation 
will  be  safeguards  to  its  honor  and  its  essential  in- 
terests^ I  repair  to  the  post  assigned  me  with  no  other 
discouragement  than  what  springs  from  my  own  in- 
adequacy to  its  high  duties.  If  I  do  not  sink  under 
the  weight  of  this  deep  conviction,  it  is  because  I  find 
some  support  in  a  consciousness  of  the  purposes,  and 
a  confidence  in  the  principles  which  I  bring  with  me 
into  this  arduous  service. 

To  cherish  peace  and  firiendly  intercourse  with  all 
nations  having  oorrespondent  dispositioos  ;  to  main- 
tain sincere  neutrality  towards  belligerent  nations ; 
to  prefer,  in  all  cases,  amicable  discussioQ  and  rea- 
sonable aooommodation  of  difierenoes^  to  a  deoisioo  of 
them  by  an  appeal  to  arms  ;  to  exclude  foreign  in- 
trigues and  foreign  partialities,  so  degrading  to  all 
countries,  and  so  buielul  to  free  ones  ;  to  foster  a 
BfAjAt  of  indqwidenoe,  too  jnst  to  invade  the  rights  of 
otiiers,  too  proud  to  sunender  our  own,  too  liberal  to 
indulge  unworthy  prejudices  ourselves,  and  too  ele- 
vated not  to  look  down  upon  them  in  others  ;  to  hold 
the  union  of  the  States  as  the  basis  of  their  peace  and 
happiness  ;  to  support  the  constitution,  which  is  the 
cement  of  the  Umon,  as  well  in  its  limitations  as  in  its 
authorities ;  to  respect  the  ri^to  and  authorities  re- 
served to  the  States  and  to  the  people,  as  equally  in- 
corporated with,  and  essential  to  the  success  of,  the 
general  syetem  ;  to  avoid  the  slightest  interference 
with  the  righto  of  oonsdenoe  or  the  functions  of  re- 
ligion, so  wisely  exempted  from  civil  jurisdiction  ;  to 
pieserve,  in  their  full  energy,  the  other  salutary  pro- 
visions in  behalf  of  private  and  personal  rights,  and  of 
the  fiteedom  of  the  press ;  to  observe  economy  in  pub- 
Ue  expenditures ;  to  liberate  the  public  resources  by 
an  honorable  diseharge  of  the  public  debta  ;  to  keep 


within  the  requiaite  limito  a  standmg  military  force, 
always  remembering  that  an  armed  and  trained  mil- 
itia is  the  firmest  bulwark  of  Republics ;  that  with- 
out standing  armies  their  liberty  can  never  be  in  dan- 
^r,  nor  vrith  laige  ones  safe ;  to  promote,  by  anthor- 
ized  means^  improvemento  friendly  to  agriculture,  to 
manufactures,  and  to  external  as  well  aa  internal 
commerce  ;  to  favor,  in  like  manner,  tiie  advance- 
ment of  science  and  the  difiusion  of  infomiation,  as 
the  best  aliment  to  true  liberty ;  to  cany  on  the 
benevolent  plans  which  have  been  so  meritoriously 
applied  to  the  conversion  of  our  aboriginal  neigfa- 
bors  from  the  degradation  and  wretehedneas  of  sav- 
age life,  to  a  participation  of  the  improvemento  of 
iniich  the  human  mind  and  manners  are  snsoeptible 
in  a  civilised  state ; — as  far  as  sentimento  and  inten- 
tions such  as  these  can  aid  the  fulfilment  of  my  doty, 
they  will  be  a  resource  which  cannot  fail  me. 

It  is  my  good  fortune,  moreover,  to  have  the  path 
in  which  I  am  to  tread  lighted  by  examples  of  illua- 
trious  services,  successfnUy  rendered  in  the  most  try- 
ing difiiculties,  by  those  who  have  marched  before 
me.  Of  those  of  my  immediate  predecessor  it  mi^ 
least  become  me  here  to  speak.  I  may,  however,  be 
pardoned  for  not  sap|Mressing  the  sympathy  with 
which  my  heart  is  full,  in  the  rich  reward  he  eigojs 
in  the  benedictions  o[  a  beloved  country,  gratefully 
bestowed  for  exalted  talents,  lealously  devoted, 
through  a  long  career,  to  the  advancement  of  ito 
highest  interest  and  happiness. 

But  the  source  to  wmch  I  look  for  the  aids  which 
alone  can  supply  my  deficiencies,  is  in  the  well-tried 
intelligenoe  and  virtue  of  my  fellow-citizens,  and  in 
the  counsels  of  those  representing  them  in  the  other 
departments  associated  in  the  care  (^  the  w^«^fi 
interesta  In  these  my  confidence  win,  under  eveiy 
difficulty,  be  best  placed,  next  to  that  which  we  have 
all  been  encouraged  to  feel  in  the  guardianship  and 
guidance  of  that  Almighty  Being  whose  power  reg- 
ulates the  destiny  of  nations^  whose  blessings  have 
been  so  conspicuously  dispensed  to  this  rising  Biqinb- 
Uc,  and  to  whom  we  are  bound  to  address  cor  de- 
vout gratitude  for  the  past,  as  well  as  our  fervent 
supplications  and  bert  hopes  for  the  future. 

After  which,  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  was 
administered  to  the  Pbbsidxnt  ov  thb  Usixxd 
Statks,  by  the  Chief  Justice. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  then  re- 
tired, and  the  Senate  repaired  to  their  own 
chamber. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Asdeboov  and  Bat- 
ARD  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  notify  him  that  the  Sen- 
ate are  readv  to  receive  any  commanicationa 
that  he  may  be  pleased  to  make  to  them. 

Monday,  March  6. 

Fbanoib  Malbons,  appomted  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  for 
six  years^  commencing  on  the  4^  instant,  at- 
tended, and  produced  his  credentials,  which  were 
read. 

The  credentials  of  Biohabd  Bbxnt,  appointed 
a  Senator  by  the  Legislatnre  of  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, for  six  years,  commencing  on  the  4th  in- 
stant, were  read. 

The  oath  required  by  la^  was  administered 
to  Messrs.  Bbbnt  and  Malbonx,  respectiv^y. 
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On  motion,  by  Hr,  Bobinbon, 

Jieiohedf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
be  aothorized  to  pay,  out  of  the  contingent  fiind 
of  this  HoQse,  to  George  Thomas,  Walter  Rey- 
nolds) and  Tobias  Simpson,  the  snm  of  fifty 
doUtfs  each,  in  addition  to  their  annual  com- 
pensation. 

Mr.  AxDXBSON  reported,  from  the  committee, 
tiiat  they  had  waited  on  the  President  of  the 
United  Btates,  who  informed  them  that  he 
should  this  day  make  a  communication  to  the 
Senate. 

Soon  after,  a  oommnnication  was  reeeiyed 
from  the  Freeident  of  the  United  States,  sub- 
mitting sundry  nominations  to  office,  which 
were  mostly  confirmed. 


TvESDAT,  March  7. 


After  the  consideration  of  Ezecntive  bnsinesB, 
Messrs.  Batabd  and  Rebd  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  notify  him  that,  unless  he  may 
have  any  farther  commnnications  to  make  to 
them,  tiie  Senate  are  ready  to  a^omn. 

Mr.  Batasd  reported,  from  tiie  committee, 
that  they  had  waited  npon  tiie  President  of  the 
United  States^  who  informed  them  that  he  had 
no  further  communications  to  make  to  them. 
Whereupon, 

The  Senate  ac|)oumed  without  day. 
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PK0CEEDING8  AND  DEBATES 


THE    HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 


MoiirDAT,  November  7, 1808. 

This  being  the  day  appointed  by  law  for  the 
meeting  of  the  present  session,  tiie  following 
members  of  the  JEonse  of  Representatives  ap- 
peared, and  took  their  seats,  to  wit : 

Fr<m  N€w  jBompiAtre-^Daniel  M.  Dnrell,  Francb 
Qardner,  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  and  Clement  Storer. 

From  JfoMflctetettf— Egekiel  Bacon,  Joseph  Bar« 
ker,  Orchard  Cook,  Bichard  Cntts,  Jonah  Deane, 
William  Ely,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Daniel  Haley,  Edward 
St.  I^oe  Liyermore,  Jodah  Qninoy,  Ebenezer  Seaver, 
WilUam  Stedman,  Jabez  Upham,  and  Joseph  B. 
Vanimn,  (the  Speaker.) 

From  Rhode  Zrfand— Lwae  Wilbonr. 

From  CbfMeeficttf^Epaphroditas  Champion,  Sam- 
nel  W.  Dana,  John  Dayenport^  jr.,  Jonathan  0. 
Mosely,  Hmothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  l/owis  B.  Stmges,  and 
Bei\jamin  TaUmadge. 

F)rom  FersMMit— Martin  Chittenden,  James  Elliot, 
and  James  Fisk. 

From  New  Fodb-^ohn  Blake,  jr.,  John  Harris, 
Beoben  Hmnphieys,  William  ^kpatrick,  Gordon 
S.  Homfosd,  Samnel  Biker,  John  Bnssell,  Peter 
Swar^  John  Thompaon,  James  L  Van  Allen,  EQlian 
K.  Van  Rensselaer,  and  Daniel  C.  Yerplanck. 

From  New  Jereey — ^Adam  Boyd,  William  Helms, 
John  Lambert,  Thomas  Newbold,  James  Sloan,  and 
Heniy  Soatiiaid. 

From  jRsMiiyfvafititi— David  Bard,  Robert  Brown, 
William  Findlay,  John  Heister,  William  Hoge,  Wil- 
liam Milnor,  Daniel  Montgomeiy,  jr.,  John  Porter, 
John  Pugfa,  John  Bea,  Matthias  Richards,  John 
Smilie,  Samnel  Sndth,  and  Robert  WhitehilL 

From  MaTffl<mdr--Ch»x\M  Goldsborongh,  William 
MoCreery,  John  Mon^^omeiy,  Nicholas  R.  Moora,  and 
Archibald  Van  Home. 

From  Fw*^ifi«i— Bnrwell  Bassett,  William  A.  Bnr- 
well,  John  Clopton,  John  Dawson,  John  W.  Eppes, 
James  M.  Gamett,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray, 
David  Hohnes,  John  G.  Jackson,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
John  Love,  John  Morrow,  Thomas  Newton,  John 
Smith,  Abram  Trigg,  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

From  f  aiAfdiy---Joseph  pesha,  Bez^amin  Howard, 
and  Richard  M  Johnson. 

From  North  CaroUma—WiniB  Alston,  jr.,  William 
Blackledge,  Thomas  Bloont,  John  Cnlpeper,  Nath- 
aniel Macon,  Lemnel  Sawyer,  and  lUohard  Stanford. 

jnvm  Tenmttee—  Geoige  W.  CampbeD,  John 
Rhea,  and  Jesse  Wharton. 

From  South  Cbro^mo— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  HHIliam 


Bntier,  Joseph  Calhonn,  John  Taylor,  and  David  R. 
Williams. 

/Vom  Georgia— T^niniam  W.  Bibb,  and  Geeqp  M. 
Tnmp. 

From  Ohio — Jeremiah  Morrow. 

From  theMimuippi  Territortf — Geoige  Potndex- 
ter,  Delegate. 

Two  new  members,  to  wit :  Nathah  Wil- 
SOK,  returned  to  serve  in  this  Honse  as  a  mem- 
ber for  New  York,  in  the  room  of  David  Tho- 
mas, who  hath  resigned  his  seat,  and  Thomas 
Gholsok,  jr.,  retnmed  to  serv^  as  a  member 
from  Virginia,  in  the  room  of  John  Claiborne, 
deceased,  appeared,  prodnoed  their  credentiala, 
and  took  their  seats  in  the  Honse. 

And  a  quorum,  consisting  of  a  migority  of 
the  whole  number,  being  present,  a  message  was 
received  from  the  Senate,  informing  the  House 
that  a  quorum  of  tiie  S^te  is  assembled,  and 
ready  to  proceed  to  business ;  the  Senate  have 
appointea  a  committee  on  their  part,  jointly 
with  such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on 
the  part  of  this  House,  to  wait  on  the  President 
of  tiie  United  State&and  inform  him  that  a 
quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is  assembled,  and 
ready  to  receive  any  communications  he  may 
be  pleased  to  make  to  them. 

^e  oath  or  aflSrmation  to  support  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  was  then  admin- 
istered to  Mr.  Nathan  Wilson  and  Mr.  Ghol- 
BON.  by  Mr.  Spbaxbb,  according  to  law. 

Ordered^  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate to  inform  them  that  a  quorum  of  this  House 
is  assembled,  and  ready  to  proceed  to  business; 
and  that  the  Olerk  of  tiiis  House  do  go  with  the 
said  message. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate  for  the  M>pointment  of  a 
joint  committee  of  the  two  Houses  to  wait  on 
the  President  of  the  United  States  and  inform 
him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is  assem- 
bled, and  ready  to  receive  any  communication 
he  may  be  ideased  to  make  to  them :  Where- 
upon, the  House  agreed  to  the  said  resolution; 
and  Mr.  Maoon,  1&.  Qtjinot,  and  Mr.  MoCbss- 
HT,  were  appointed  the  committee  on  th^ 
part 

Mr.  Maoon,  fit>m  the  Joint  committee  vp- 
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pointed  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  imd  inform  him  that  a  qnormn  of  the 
two  Honaes  is  assembled,  reported  that  the  com- 
mittee had  performed  that  service;  and  that 
the  President  signified  to  them  he  would  make 
a  communication,  in  writing,  to  this  House,  to- 
morrow at  twelve  o^dook,  \>j  waj  of  Message. 


TuKSDAY,  November  8. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Penn- 
sylvania, Jacob  Rich  abdb  ;  from  Yirg^ia,  Maiv 
THBW  C^T,  and  Waltbb  Jonxb;  and  from 
South  Carolina,  Bobxbt  Mabioit,  appeared, 
and  took  thfiir  seats  in  the  House. 

A  new  member,  to  wit,  Samtel  Bhaw^  re- 
tamed  to  serve  in  this  House  as  a  member  irom 
the  State  of  Vermont,  in  the  room  of  James 
Witherell,  who  has  resigned  his  seat,  appeared, 
produced  his  credentials,  was  quaMed,  and  took 
ius  seat  in  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  tiie  Senate  have  resolved  that  two 
nhaplaina^  of  dlfi^eut  denominations,  be  ap- 
pointed to  CTongress  for  the  present  session,  who 
shall  interchange  weekly ;  to  which  thej  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  fore- 
going resolution  of  the  SenatCi  and  it  was 
^;reed  to. 

The  Sfeakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
enclosing  a  letter  to  him  from  Joskph  Ciay,  the 
Representative  for  the  district  composed  of  the 
citv  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  and  county  of 
Delaware,  in  the  said  State,  containing  his  res- 
ignation of  a  seat  in  this  House;  also  a  procla- 
mation of  the  said  Governor,  and  a  certificate 
of  the  dection  of  BKNJAmN  Sat,  to  serve  as 
a  member  for  the  said  district  and  State,  in 
the  room  of  the  said  Joseph  Clay;  which 
were  read,  and  refbrred  to  tne  Committee  of 
Electiona 

WsDirBSDAT,  November  9. 

Anotho'  member,  to  wit,  Bqbest  Jeneiks, 
from  Pennsylvania,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat 
in  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  in  the  reading  of  the 
documents  accompanying  the  President's  Mes- 
nge;  which  being  concluded,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Dawson,  they  were  referred,  together 
with  the  Message,  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  l^e  Union,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

On  the  question  as  to  the  number  to  be 
printed,  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Fisk,  and  sec- 
onded by  Mr.  Daka,  that  ten  thousand  copies 
be  printed.  Negatived  by  a  considerable  ma- 
jority. 

Htc  thousand  copies  were  then  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  House  was  then  cleared  and  the  doors 
closed  for  the  purpose  of  reading  the  confiden- 
tial part  of  the  President's  Message. 


Thubsdat,  November  10, 
Several  other  members,  to  wit:  fh)m  Vir- 
ginia, Wilson  Cast  Nicholas  and  John  Bait- 
DOLPH ;  and  from  North  Carolina,  James  Hol- 
land, appeared  and  took  their  seats  in  the 
House. 

The  House  then  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Cnaplain  to  Congress,  for  the 
present  session,  on  the  part  of  the  House;  and 
upon  examining  the  ballots,  a  minority  of  the 
votes  of  the  whole  House  was  foxmd  in  fiivor 
of  the  Bev.  Obadiah  Bbown. 


Fridat,  November  11. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Massa- 
chusetts, Sahubl  Tagoabt;  and  from  Mary- 
land, John  Campbell,  appeared,  and  took  their 
seats  in  the  House. 

A  new  member,  to  wit,  Bighabd  S.  Jack- 
son, returned  to  serve  in  this  House,  as  a  mem- 
ber for  the  State  of  Bhode  Island,  in  tiie  room 
of  Nehemiah  Eiiight,  deceased,  i»)peared  pro- 
duced his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat  in  the  House. 


Monday,  November  14. 
Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  New 
York,  JosuK  Maskxbs  ;  frt>m  Maryland,  Pmup 
B.  £et;  and  from  North  Carolina,  Thomab 
Kbnan,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats  in  the 
Hiouse. 


Tttbbdat,  November  16. 
Another    member,  to  wit,    Jambs  Exllt, 
from  Pennsylvania,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat 
in  the  House. 


Wbdnbsdat,  November  16. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  Bogeb  Nslson, 
from  Maryland,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  in 
the  House. 

A  new  member,  to  wit,  Benjamin  Sat,  re- 
turned to  serve  in  this  House  as  a  member  from 


the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  room  of  Jo- 


Miranda^B  HxpediHon. 
Mr.  MoCbsbbt  presented  the  petition  of 
thirty-six  American  citizens,  confined  at  Car- 
thagena,  in  South  America,  under  the  sen- 
tence of  slavery.  The  petition  was  read,  as 
follows: 

Vaults  w  St.  Clara,  Cabthaobha, 
September  16, 1808. 
Jb  the  honoraUe  the  Congren  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  in  Congrtae  aesembled : 
The  petition  of  thirty-six  American  citizeiu  con- 
fined at  Carthagena,    Sonth    America,  under  sen- 
tence of  slavery,  hnmbly  showeth : 

That  we,  yonr  petitioners,  were  brought  from  New 
York  in  the  armed  ship  Leander,  Thomas  Lewis, 
commander,  on  the  2d  of  Februaiy,  1806,  together 
with  a  nnmber  of  others,  mostly  inhabitants  of  that 
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State  and  city,  under  the  most  speDions  engagements 
of  their  conntzy;  to  establish  which,  they  b^  leave 
to  state  that  Colonel  William  Smith,  then  Surveyor 
of  the  port  of  New  York,  William  Armstrong,  Dan- 
iel D.  Dnming,  and  John  Fink,  butcher,  of  the  cit^ 
of  New  York,  declared  they  were  anthorixed  to  en- 
list a  number  of  men  to  go  to  New  Orleans,  to  serve 
as  guards  to  the  United  States  mails,  and  a  number 
of  others  ■£  mechanics.  Some  backwardness  on  the 
part  of  ^our  petitionen  to  engage  being  discovered 
by  WilUam  Smith,  he  read  passages  firom  letters  to 
prove  his  authority,  and  several  paraffraphs  ftom 
newpsapers  to  convince  Uiem  of  the  validity  of  their 
engagements.  William  Armstrong  and  Daniel  D. 
Dummg  were  appointed  to  command  them,  and  were 
to  accompany  them  to  the  city  of  Washington,  where 
they  were  to  receive  clothing  and  accoutrements, 
and  thence  to  New  Orleans.  The  ship  Leander, 
owned  by  Samuel  G.  O^en,  and  formerly  in  the  St. 
Domingo  trade,  was  procured  for  the  conveyance  of 
your  petitioners  to  the  city  of  Washington,  for 
which  purpose  she  was  hauled  down  to  the  watering 
plaoe^  where  your  petltionerB  went  on  board  her  the 
1st  day  of  February,  1806,  and  the  next  day  (the 
2d)  the  ship  put  to  sea.  Shortly  after,  Miranda,  un- 
der the  name  of  Martin,  and  a  number  of  persons 
hitherto  unknown  to  your  petitioners,  appeared  on 
board,  in  the  character  of  nis  officers;  which,  for 
the  &r8t  time,  awakened  strong  suspicions  in  the 
breasts  of  your  petitioners  that  they  had  been  en- 
tn^iped  into  the  power  of  wicked  and  designing  men, 
and  that,  too,  when  retreat  was  impractacable.  From 
New  York  your  petitioners  were  carried  to  Jacmel,  in 
the  island  of  St.  Domingo,  where  they  were  exer- 
cised in  military  duty,  under  the  most  arbitrary  stretch 
of  power,  by  Miranda  and  his  offieers.  At  Jacmel  sev- 
eral attempts  to  escape  proved  abortive,  from  the 
vigilance  of  our  oppressors,  they  having  pocuied 
guards  to  be  stationed  in  all  Ae  passes  leading  horn 
Jacmel  to  other  parts  of  the  islimd,  where  your  pe- 
titioners might  expect  to  receive  aid  and  protection 
from  their  countrymen.  At  Jacmel  two  schooners 
irere  hired,  on  board  of  which  your  petitioners  .were 
sent,  under  the  care  of  a  number  of  officers,  whose 
wariness  still  remained  unabated ;  and  on  die  27th 
March,  1806,  the  ship,  accompanied  by  the  two 
schooners,  proceeded  towards  the  coast  of  Terra  flrma, 
where,  after  touching  at  the  island  of  Amba  for  re- 
freshments, she  arrived  on  the  28th  of  April,  wh«»n 
two  armed  vessels  hove  in  sight,  which  after  some 
manCBuviing  the  ship  engaged  but  soon  ran  away, 
leaving  the  two  schooners  to  be  captured.  They 
were  carried  into  Porto  Cabello^  where  your  peti- 
tioners were  proceeded  against  as  pirates,  a  number 
of  warlike  implements  being  found  on  board,  which 
were  placed  there  without  the  knowledge  of  your 
petitioners.  And  on  the  12th  July  following^  the 
process  against  us  closed  at  Caraccas,  sentencing 
ten,  whom  they  considered  to  be  criminally  engaged, 
to  be  hanged  imd  beheaded,  and  the  remainder  (your 
petitioners)  to  eight  and  ten  years'  slavery  on  the 
public  works  at  Omoa,  Booca  Ghica,  and  the  island 
of  Porto  Rico.  Your  petitioners  were  all  sent  to 
this  place,  where  those  sent  to  Bocca  Chica  were  put 
to  work,  chained  two-and-two,  and  the  residue,  in 
double  irons  and  dose  confinement,  strongly  guarded, 
waiting  for  an  opportuni^  to  be  sent  to  their  re- 
apective  places.  Upon  several  oocaaons  your  p^- 
tioners  were  told  by  William  Armstrong,  Thomas 
Lewis,  and  others,  that  they  were  sent  out  by  the 


Government  of  the  United  States.  To  prove  to  the 
satisfaction  of  your  honorable  body  the  truth  of  the 
above  statement,  your  petitioners  beg  you  will  exam- 
ine Robert  Laverty,  John  Stagg,  Johm  Ritter,  Mat- 
thew Morgan,  Richard  Piatt,  Adam  Ten  Brook,  and 
John  Miller,  of  New  York,  who  wero  under  the  same 
engagements  with  your  petitioners.  Frauds  White 
and  Thomas  McAllister,  butchers  in  the  Bear  mar- 
ket, New  York ;  Mr.  Brinkerhoff,  tavern  keeper,  near 
the  Bear  market ;  David  "Vl^lliams,  John  Garre^  and 
a  Mr.  Kemper,  weighmaster,  whose  son  was  executed 
at  Porto  Cabello,  were  present  when  all  or  moat  of 
your  petitioners  were  engaged,  and  can  prove  b^ 
yond  all  doubt  that  your  petitioners  could  have  had 
no  other  idea  than  that  of  entering  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States.  Captain  Bombeny,  of  the 
ship  Mary,  of  Baltimore ;  Captain  Israel,  of  the  brig 
Robert  and  Mary ;  Captain  Waldron,  of  the  schooner 
Victory;  and  Captain  Abbot,  of  the  brig  Gharlestoa 
Packet,  all  of  Philadelphia,  were  eye-witnesses  to 
the  tyranny  and  oppression  under  which  your 
petitioners  labored  while  at  JacmeL  When  the  crew 
of  the  Bee,  one  of  the  schooners  which  was  char- 
tered by  the  Leander,  refused  to  go  in  her,  a  number 
of  officers  from  the  ship,  with  Lewis  at  their  head, 
came  on  board  the  Bee,  and,  after  beating  and  cut- 
ting the  men  with  sticks  and  sabres  in  ^e  most 
brutal  manner,  dragged  them  on  board  the  Leander, 
put  them  in  irons  under  a  strong  guard,  and  kept 
them  there  until  the  moment  of  sailing,  when  thej 
were  sent  on  board  the  Bee,  with  orders  to  keep  near 
and  to  leeward  of  the  ship.  Another  man,  who  had 
eflfocted  his  escape  from  a  French  privateer,  and 
found  his  way  to  Jacmel,  with  the  hope  of  getting 
a  passage  home  in  some  of  his  country  vessels,  wu 
seised  at  the  instanoe  of  Thomas  Lewis,  commander 
of  the  Leander,  and  captain  under  Miranda,  thrown 
into  prison,  and  compelled  to  go  in  the  expedition,  cr 
to  starve  in  jail. 

Your  petitioners  are  eonfident,  that,  when  yoor 
honorable  body  becomes  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
the  drcumstanoes  of  art  and  deception  whidi  be- 
trayed them  into  the  expedition,  the  destination  ef 
.iriuch  they  had  no  knowledge  until  it  was  too  late  to 
retreat,  you  will  not  only  punish  such  of  their  be- 
trayers as  are  within  reach  of  your  powex;  hut  wiU 
adopt  proper  measures  to  restore  your  nnfortonate 
petitioners  to  liberty  and  their  families.  We  beg 
leave  to  mention  that  Jeremiah  PoweU,  who  was  an 
officer  of  high  confidence  in  the  expedition,  was  par- 
doned without  hesitation  by  the  Spanish  monarch, 
on  the  application  of  his  father.  Your  petitioners 
have  embraced  many  opportunities  to  convey  to  your 
honorable  body  the  prayer  of  a  petition,  but,  firom 
the  length  of  time  elapsed  smce  they  sent  off  their 
last,  and  not  hearing  of  any  measures  being  adopted 
in  their  favor,  they  fear  none  ever  arrived ;  and  by 
the  present  opportunity  several  copies  of  tiiis  peti- 
tion have  been  transmitted  to  gentiemen  residing  in 
different  parts  of  the  United  States,  with  thehope 
that  some  of  them  may  arrive  safe. 

Your  petitioners  cannot  for  a  moment  believo  that 
the  United  States  will  suffer  officers  under  her  con- 
stitution to  kidni^  her  citiaens  into  expeditions  and 
services  fitted  out  and  maintained  by  a  fiweign  out-' 
law  against  powers  with  which  she  is  at  amity  and 
peace,  under  the  qMcious  pretence  of  engaging  them 
mto  the  service  of -their  country,  without  punishing 
the  aggresfiors,  and  using  every  effort  to  regain  her 
citizens.    Such  is  the  case  of  your  unfortunate  peti- 
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tioopTS,  who  entreat  jxm  as  cbQdren  would  a  parent, 
to  relieTe  them  from  total  destrnctioo,  on  the  brink 
of  which  they  have  been  thrown  by  the  praotise  of 
fraudB  and  vOlanies  hitherto  nnheard  of. 

A  abort  time  since,  a  British  ship  of  war  aniyed 
at  this  place,  the  commander  of  which,  (Edward 
Kittoe,  Eaq.,)  npon  being  applied  to  by  nine  of  onr 
oompaniona,  who  declared  tiiemselves  to  be  British- 
bom  salgcets,  and  being  made  acquainted  with  the 
circiimstftDees  which  led  to  oar  capture,  immediately 
sent  on  a  petition  to  the  Viceroy  of  this  Kingdom  in 
behalf  of  us  aD,  but  particularly  for  such  as  are 
British  salgects,  whom  we  expect  wiU  eyentually  be 
liberated.  Nothing  but  hmnanity  and  a  strong  de- 
sire to  veUeTe  distress  could  have  induced  Captain 
Kittoe  to  this  step,  who,  we  are  confident,  as  much 
as  ouraelvea,  regrets  its  failure  of  success,  and  to 
whom  we  fed  every  way  indebted,  and  shall  ever 
recollect  it  with  gratitnde  and  thanks. 

When  yoor  petttioneis  remonstrate  against  any 
harfih  treatment  of  these  people,  they  invariably  ask, 
**Why  don't  your  coontzy  liberate  you? — ^it  rests 
solely  with  them.** 

Your  petitioners  feel  confident,  from  the  justness 
of  their  claim  to  the  interference  and  protection  of 
the  constituted  authorities  of  their  country,  measures 
irill  be  adopbed  to  restoro  them  to  liberty ;  and  hav- 
ing no  doubt  but  your  honorable  body  will  afford 
tiiem  that  protection  which  citizens  have  a  right  to 
chum  from  their  oountzy,  your  petitioners  beg  that 
your  honorable  body  will  convey  them  an  answer, 
and  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever 
pray,  &c 

Robert  Saunders,  Benjamin  Davis,  Heniy  Sper- 
ry,  Joseph  Hickle,  EUery  King,  William 
JjODgg  Daniel  Newbury,  Wm.  Cartwright, 
Samuel  Tozier,  James  Hyatt,  Abram  Head, 
Bobert  Stevenson,  Samuel  Price,  Robert 
Reins^  Hugh  Smith,  Benjamin  Nicholson, 
Geo.  Ferguson,  Wm.  Pride,  Pompey  Grant, 
David  Heckle,  Bennett  B.  Negus,  John 
Hoore,  John  M.  Elliot,  Henry  Ingersoll,  John 
PazceU,  John  Hayes,  David  Winton,  Mat- 
thew Buchanan,  Alexander  Buchanan,  Jas. 
W.  Grant,  John  Edsall,  Thomas  Gill,  Joseph 
Bennett,  Phineas  Raymond,  Peter  Nantly, 
Stephen  Burtia 

Cabthaoena,.  August  12,  1808. 
On  my  arrival  at  this  place,  I  was  u>plied  to  in 
behalf  of  the  unfortunate  men  oapturea  under  the 
orders  of  General  Miranda,  who  are  under  sentence 
of  transportation  to  the  different  public  works  at 
Omoa,  Porto  Rico,  &c,  among  whom  axe  several 
Britidi  subjects,  (whose  names  are  inserted  below.) 
I  am  weU  aware  of  the  enormity  of  their  crime,  as 
I  understand  they  were  taken  without  colors  or  pa- 
pers; bat,  as  a  British  officer,  I  confdder  it  a  duty 
to  ptead  for  those  in  distress,  wherever  tiiey  may  be 
foimd ;  and  I  trust,  from  the  known  lenity  of  your 
Exoelkncy's  character,  I  shall  not  plead  in  vain. 
The  men  in  question  are  originally  of  British  de- 
seeot^  aod  are  allied  to  my  nation  by  many  tie^ 
They  have  no  Consul — ^no  Minister — ^to  prefer  the 
prayer  of  their  petition  to  your  Excellency,  having 
been  prevented  by  the  war  between  our  natioos  from 
making  known  their  situation  to  tiie  President  of 
the  United  States.  Suffer  me,  therefore  to  address 
your  Excellency,  and  beg  for  their  release,  on  a  sol- 
emn promise  that  they  wUl  never  be  found  again  in 


arms  on  a  similar  occasion.  As  I  am  the  bearer  of 
welcome  tidings  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  province 
under  your  Excellency's  command,  make  me  also 
the  bearer  of  them  to  the  unhsppy  sufferors  now  con- 
fined in  Carthagena.  It  is  true,  I  am  unauthorized 
to  make  this  request  in  the  name  of  the  British 
Government  for  the  men  in  general,  but  I  am  con- 
vinced the  step  will  be  approved ;  and  if  your  Excel- 
lency will  lend  a  favorable  ear  to  my  petition  the 
circumstance  will  not  pass  unnoticed  on  their  part ; 
at  all  events,  your  Excellency  will  have  tiie  prayer  of 
many  individuals  for  your  eternal  happiness,  and 
among  them  will  be  found  (not  the  least  fervent) 
those  of  your  Excellency*s  most  humble  servant, 
EDWARD  KITTOE, 
Com,  E.  B.  M,  ship  SabiM, 
P.  S. — If  my  request  for  the  liberation  of  all 
General  Miranda's  men  is  by  your  Excellency  4«emed 
unreasonable  or  improper,  I  beg  to  confine  it  particu- 
larly to  such  as  are  British  suljects :  that  is  an  in- 
dispensable duty  I  owe  to  them  and  my  countiy. 

Names  of  BritiihnJbJeets  under  senienee  of  tran^fOT' 
tation  at  CaHhagena. 
John  Mooro,  Peter  Nautiy,  John  Hayes,  Thomas 
Gill,  Joseph  Bennett,  James  Grant,  Samuel  Tozier, 
Robert  Stevenson,  and  Hugh  Smith,  (a  boy.) 

Territorial  Goio&mmente, 
obdhtanob  of  1787. 

Mr.  PoiKDEXTEB,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  snbject^  reported  a  bill  oonoem- 
ing  the  power  of  the  Territorial  Qovernments. 
[The  object  of  it  is  to  take  away  from  Gover- 
nors of  the  Territories  the  power  of  proroguing 
or  dissolving  their  Legislatures.] 

The  bill  was  twice  read;  and 

Mr.  PoiNDEZTEB  observed,  that  as  the  bill 
must  stand  or  fall  on  its  principle,  and  could 
not  want  amendment,  he  should  wish  to  dis- 
pense with  the  usual  course  of  reference  to  a 
Committee  of  the  WThole,  and  that  it  should  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Hr.  Troup  hoped  the  House  would  not  he 
precipitated  unadvisedly  into  a  decision  of  a 
question  of  this  kind;  that  they  would  not 
break  in  upon  a  system  which  had  served  them 
so  well  without  maturely  deliberating  upon  it. 
The  ordinance  for  the  government  of  the  Ter- 
ritories he  considered  as  constitutional  law,  and 
it  should  be  viewed  and  treated  with  as  much 
delicacy  as  the  constitution  of  the  General 
Government  itself.  It  had  served  them  well, 
it  had  nurtured  the  Territories  from  infancy  to 
maturity,  and  he  hoped  the  house  would  not 
innovate  on  the  system,  but  for  the  most  sub- 
stantial reasons.  He  therefore  wished  this  bill 
to  take  the  course  of  all  other  business,  and  go 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr,  PoiNDEXTKR  said  it  was  not  his  object  to 
exclude  deliberation  by  his  motion ;  as  the  day 
for  its  third  reading  might  be  fibced  a  fortnight 
hence,  if  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  wished 
it.  He  knew  the  difficulty  of  getting  up  such 
bills  when  oonomitted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole ;  he  also  knew  that  in  a  few  days  the 
House  would  be  engaged  in  great  national  con- 
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oerna,  which  would  occupy  their  entire  atten* 
tion  to  the  exclu^on  of  other  busiDess  of  minor 
importance.  The  gentlemen  seem  to  think 
(said  Mr.  P.)  that  to  leave  to  the  Governors  of 
Territories  of  the  United  States  powers  which 
are  fitted  but  for  the  Sovereigns  of  Enrope,  is 
^highly  decorous ;  whilst  I  think  they  should  be 
spurned  from  the  statute  book.  The  gentleman 
is  mistaken  when  he  says  that  we  should  view 
the  ordinances  in  the  same  light  as  the  consti- 
tution ;  they  are  mere  statutes.  Placed  by  the 
constitution  under  the  particular  care  of  Con- 
*  gress  as  the  Territories  are,  the  ordinances  en- 
acted for  dieir  government  are  mere  statutes, 
subject  to  the  revision  of  Congress,  as  other 
laws  are. 

Mr.  PitKiN  said  the  ordinances  for  the  gov* 
emment  of  the  Territories  had  been  framed 
with  great  deliberation,  and  should  always  be 
considered  as  a  compact  between  the  General 
Government  and  its  Territories.  Whether  an 
alteration  could  or  could  not  be  made  without 
their  consent,  he  would  not  undertake  to  sav. 
He  thought  therefore  in  this  case  the  usual  rule 
should  not  be  violated,  for  it  was  well  known 
that  no  amendment  could  be  received  on  the 
third  reading  of  a  bill. 

Ifr.  Tboitp  said  the  gentleman  from  the  ICis- 
sis^ppi  Territory  had  totally  mistaken  his  ob- 
ject. It  was  not  procrastination  that  he  wanted, 
t>ut  a  mature  consideration  of  the  question, 
whether  on  this  da^  or  on  this  day  fortnight 
When  he  had  considered  the  ordinance  as  a 
compact  equally  sacred  with  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  as  unalterable  without 
the  consent  of  the  parties  to  it,  it  was  then 
that  he  considered  this  a  question  of  such  great 
and  signal  importance  that  he  wished  time  foi 
deliberation.  And  when  he  said  this,  he  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  of  a  man  than  whom  no 
man  in  the  country  was  more  deeply  read 
in  its  constitution— -St.  George  Tucker — ^who 
had  described  it  as  a  compact  unalterable,  but 
with  the  consent  of  both  parties.  The  gentle- 
man would  take  away  from  the  Territori^  Gov- 
ernors the  power  to  prorogue  and  dissolve 
the  Assemblies.  What  would  then  be  the 
state  of  the  Territorial  Legislatures?  They 
would  (said  Mr.  T.)  be  as  completely  indepen- 
dent of  the  General  Government  as  the  General 
Government  is,  I  hope,  of  Great  Britain  at  this 
moment  Retain  the  qualified  veto,  and  take 
away  the  power  to  prorogue  and  diissolve,  and 
what  will  be  the  consequence  ?  The  moment  a 
mbunderstanding  takes  place  between  the  Legis* 
lature  and  Executive,  legislation  is  at  an  end ; 
and  where  legislation  ends,  revolution  begins, 
and  there  is  an  end  of  government. 

Mr.  PoiNDSZTEB  said,  at  the  suggestion  of 
several  gentlemen,  he  should  consent  to  a  refer- 
ence of  the  bill  to  a  committee,  as  he  did  not 
wish  now  to  hasten  the  discussion.  But  the  gen- 
tleman was  mistaken  if  he  supposed  that  taking 
away  the  power  to  prorogue^  would  deprive  the 
Governors  of  their  veto  on  laws.  The  Ctover- 
nors  had  an  unqualified  veto  on  the  acts  of  the 


LcRislatnre.  The  gentleman  said,  (obserred  Mr. 
P.,1  that  take  away  the  power  of  prorogation, 
ana  if  a  misundwstandmg  arise  between  the 
Governor  and  the  Legislature,  there  is  an  end 
of  legi^tion.  That  is  now  the  fact  If  there 
be  any  misunderstanding  between  them,  the 
Governor  sends  the  Leg^ture  home ;  and  I 
agree  with  the  gentleman  from  €^i|pa,  ^  where 
legislation  ends,  revolution  begins.*^  In  this 
situation,  I  wish  to  take  some  power  from  the 
Governor  and  place  it  in  the  people,  which 
would  render  the  Government  more  congenial 
to  the  spirit  c^  the  constitution  and  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the'  United  States.  But  I  wfuve  ^scus- 
sion  and  consent  to  reference. 

The  bUl  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to- 
morrow. 


Thtjbsdat,  November  IT. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  Dsmns  Smxlt, 
fh)m  Georgia,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  in.  the 
House. 

Foreign  JSelatiom, 

Mr.  Maoov  said,  ahready  had  many  resdations 
been  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  House 
on  the  subject  of  our  foreign  relations,  and  the 
embargo ;  some  for  a  total  and  some  for  a  par- 
tial repeal  of  it.  As  none  of  the  motions  had  met 
his  entire  approbation,  and  as  he  considered 
this  as  one  of  the  most  important  questions  that 
could  come  before  the  House,  he  wished  to  sub- 
mit to  the  House  two  ixr  three  propositions ; 
which  he  wished  to  take  a  course  dmerent  from 
that  which  had  been  given  to  the  others  on  the 
same  subject. 

I  have  been  astonished  (said  Mr.  M«)  to  see  so 
many  resolutions  on  the  subject  of  the  embargo, 
and  none  contemplating  its  entire  continuance. 
Is  the  American  nation  ready  to  bow  the  neck? 
Are  we  ready  to  submit  to  be  taxed  by  Great 
Britain  and  Fmaoe^  as  if  we  were  thefr  colonies  7 
Where  is  that  spirit  which  for  this  reason  sep- 
arated us  from  tne  nations  of  Europe  ?  Where 
is  that  spirit  which  enforced  a  simple  resolution 
of  the  old  Oongress,  not  then  binoing  upon  the 
people,  as  a  law  from  Heaven?  Is  is  extinct? 
Is  it  lost  to  this  nation?  Has  the  love  of  gain 
superseded  evety  other  motive  in  the  breasts 
of  Americans  ?  Shall  the  minority  govern,  or 
shall  a  few  wicked  and  abandoned  men  drive 
this  nation  from  the  ground  it  has  taken  ?  Is 
it  come  to  this,  that  a  law  constitutionally  en- 
acted, even  after  a  formal  decision  in-  fiavor  of 
its  constitutionality,  cannot  be  enforced  ?  Shall 
the  nation  give  way  to  an  opposition  of  a  few, 
and  those  the  most  profiigate  part  of  the  com- 
munity ?  I  think  the  stand  we  took  last  year 
was  a  proper  one  ;*  and  I  am  for  taking  eveiy 
measure  for  enabling  the  nation  to  maintain  it 
Just  as  our  measure  is  beginning  to  operate, 
just  as  provisions  are  becoming  scarce  in  the 
West  Indies  and  elsewhere,  notwithstanding  the 
evasions  of  our  law,  we  are  called  upon  to  re- 
peal it  4  shoold  not  have  made  this  motion  at 
this  time,  had  it  not  been  for  the  petition  just 
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presented.  When  I  stand  here,  sir,  charged  by 
a  part  of  the  commonily  with  being  one  of  *^  the 
enemies  of  the  people,"  notwithstan^ng  I  am  will- 
ing to  commit  the  petition,  treating  it  with  that 
respect  which  I  conceiye  to  be  dae  from  us  to 
the  prayer  of  any  portion  of  the  people,  I  wish 
my  sentimoits  on  Ukis  subject  to  be  seen. 

A  proelunation  has  been  issued  by  one  of  the 
beOigerents  (rin<5e  the  passage  of  our  embargo 
law,  ar.  Look  at  it.  What  says  it?  Glear- 
anoe  or  no  clearance,  we  will  receive  any  neu- 
tral vessel  into  our  ports ;  and,  in  spealong  of 
neutrals,  recollect  that  there  is  no  nation  in  the 
civiHzed  world  that  has  a  claim  to  the  title,  ex- 
cept ourselves.  This  proclamation  then  tells 
our  dtizens,  "  Evade  the  laws  of  your  country, 
and  we  will  receive  and  protect  you."  This  is 
the  plain  English  of  it. 

If  the  mad  powers  of  Europe  had  entered  into 
compact  to  injure  us  as  much  as  they  could,  they 
could  not  have  taken  a  more  direct  course  to  it. 
I  consider  them  both  alike,  and  the  measures  I 
would  take  would  place  them  both  on  the  same 
footing.  I  have  made  my  resolutions  as  general 
as  possible,  to  give  all  latitude  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  K  then  read  his  resolutions  as  follows : 

'^Raohed,  That  ihe  committee  appointed  on  that 
put  of  the  Presidenf  8  Message  which  relates  to  our 
fi)ragn  leUtioos,  be  instnicted  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  excluding  by  law  from  the  ports,  harbors, 
and  waters  of  the  United  States,  all  armed  ships  and 
TBods  bdoaging  to  any  of  the  belligerent  powers 
having  in  force  orders  or  decrees  violating  the  law- 
fill  ooouneioe  of  the  United  States  as  a  nation. 

^  Beiohed,  That  the  same  committee  be  instructed 
to  inqnize  into  the  expediency  of  prohibiting  by  law 
the  admission  into  the  ports,  harbors,  and  waters  of 
the  United  States^  any  iSiip  or  yessel  belonging  to  or 
eonung  firom  any  place  in  the  possession  of  any  of  the 
ahove-mentioned  powers,  and  also  the  imputation  of 
any  gooda^  wares,  and  merchandise,  the  growth,  pro- 
duce and  TTiannfaetnre  of  the  dominions  of  any  of  the 
saidpowen. 

^BtKkedy  That  the  same  committee  be  instnicted 
to  inqmiB  into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  act 
hijing  an  embargo,  and  the  several  acts  snpplement- 
siy  and  additioiuil  thereto.** 

On  the  subject  of  the  first  of  these  resolutions 
(said  Mr.  M.)  it  might  be  proper  to  interdict  the 
entrance  of  aU  armed  vessels,  although  I  have 
confined  the  interdiction  to  the  belligerents.  A 
certain  time  might  be  fixed  on  which  the  second 
should  go  into  operation. 

1  have  thought  proper,  sir,  to  bring  forward 
all  these  resolutions  together  to  show  my  own 
opinion  on  what  ought  to  be  done.  It  is  time 
for  those  who  think  the  embargo  a  lawful  and 
proper  measure,  to  come  forward  and  declare  it 
Ko  othffl:  person  having  as  yet  thought  proper 
to  do  it,  I  have  now  done  it.  I  believe  the  em? 
baigo  was  ri^t ;  that  it  was  right  to  pass  laws 
to  ^oroe  it ;  and  believing  this,  I  fed  no  hea- 
tation  in  avowing  it.  Time  has  been  when  the 
impressment  of  our  seamen  was  cried  out  against 
by  a  large  minority  of  Congress.  Now  the  cry 
tt,  that  we  will  not  let  l^em  go  out  and  be 


taken.  For  if  they  go  out  they  must  be  taken. 
Neither  of  the  two  great  powers  of  Europe 
have  shown  the  least  disposition  to  relax  their 
measures;  neither  I  hope  shall  we.  I  believe  we 
have  but  three  alternatives — iww,  embargo^  or 
submisnon.  The  last  I  discard ;  this  nation 
never  would  submit ;  nor  are  there  many  peo- 
I^e  in  it  that  would.  That  is  out  of  the  ^ques- 
tion ;  then,  the  only  question  is,  whether  in  the 
present  state  of  the  world,  the  embargo  or  war 
is  the  best  for  us  ?  Arm  your  merchantmen,  as 
has  been  proposed,  send  them  out,  and  you  have 
war  directly  ?  If  we  are  to  have  war,  I  should 
rather  have  it  openly,  and  let  the  na^on  know 
that  we  mean  it  I  am  for  the  embargo  yet  I 
am  told  flour  is  from  thirty  to  fifty  dollars  a 
barrel  in  the  West  Indies ;  I  am  also  told  that 
wheat  is  fourteen  shillings  sterling  a  bushel  in 
England.  This  must  have  an  effect,  if  adhered 
to,  through  Spain  and  PortugaL  France,  if  she 
carries  her  armies  into  that  country,  cannot 
support  them.  Nor  can  Spain  support  her  own 
annies,  and  at  the  same  time  those  Great  Bri- 
tain sends  there ;  for  where  war  is  waged,  al- 
most sdl  agriculture  is  destroyed ;  and  it  only  re- 
quires firmness  in  us  to  force  them  both  by  this 
measure  to  acknowledge  our  right&  If  I  am 
mistaken  in  my  opinion,  I  wish  that  measure 
to  be  adopted  which  may  best  maintain  our 
rights  and  independence. 

It  is  not  the  embargo  which  causes  the  pres* 
sure  on  Hxe  people.  No,  sir,  it  is  the  orders 
and  decrees  of  England  and  France.  Take  a 
license  from  England,  and  you  may  trade,  but 
on  no  other  terms.  Let  an  ofScer  of  the  British 
fieet  visit  your  vessel,  and  France  will  condemn 
it  These  are  the  things  which  destroy  com- 
merce. The  country  in  which  I  live  feels  the 
measure  as  much  as  any ;  there  are  agricultu- 
rists, and  their  crops  remam  unsold ;  and  if 
they  will  do  without  the  principal,  and  resist 
imposition  by  withholding  their  produce,  those 
who  make  a  profit  bv  the  freight  of  our  pro- 
duce, may  afford  to  lose  that  profit  Can  any 
man  tell  what  would  be  the  consequence  of 
war.  in  these  times?  In  common  wctr  some  re- 
gard is  had  to  the  laws  of  nations  by  belliger- 
ents, and  they  fight  each  other.  In  the  present 
war  the  belligerents  disregard  the  laws  of  na- 
tions, and  fight  every  one  but  one  another. 

Hr.  QxTnroT  said  he  wished  the  last  resolution 
to  be  separated  from  the  first,  as  the  House 
would  be  committed  by  its  adoption.  Not  that 
he  wished  to  avoid  a  discussion  of  that  subject, 
for  he  wished  for  nothing  so  much  as  that  the 
House  would  permit  them  to  go  into  a  discus- 
sion of  the  subject  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
[Mr.  Macok  consented  that  the  last  resolution 
should  lie  on  the  table.]  Mr.  Q.  said  he  wished 
to  press  a  discussion  on  the  subject  of  the  em- 
bargo ;  for  such  was  the  state  of  public  opinion 
in  me  Northern  part  of  the  Union,  that  but  one 
general  sentiment  prevailed,  that  the  embargo 
would  be  immediately  raised.  Instead  of  post- 
poning the  subject  from  day  to  day,  he  only 
wished  it  to  come  before  the  House  that  gentle- 
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meu  might  understand  one  other,  and  pat  an 
end  to  the  donbts  that  now  existed. 

The  first  and  second  resolntions  offered  by  Mr. 
Maoon  were  agreed  to  without  a  diyision.  The 
third  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table — ^yeas  78. 

Fbidat,  November  18. 
Territorial  Qavemmmts, — Ordinance  of  1787. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Podtdeztkr,  the  Honse 
resolved  itself  into  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  oonoeming  Territorial  Governments. 

The  bill  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Bibb  said,  that  if  the  House  were  now 
oalled  upon  for  the  first  time  to  pass  an  ordi- 
nance for  the  government  of  the  Territories 
of  the  United  States,  he  should  attach  very  lit- 
tle importance  to  the  decision  of  the  present 
question.  But  he  considered  it  not  now  an  ab- 
stract question  of  expediency,  but  as  one  of 
great  moment,  from  the  circumstances  with 
which  it  was  connected.  He  denied  the  right 
of  the  House  to  pass  the  bill ;  and  if  they  had 
not  the  right,  it  was  surely  unnecessary  to  ar- 
gue the  question  on  the  ground  of  policy.  It 
would  be  recollected  that  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory was  formerly  the  property  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  and  ceded  by  that  State  to  the  United 
States  on  certain  conditions,  one  of  which  toas 
that  the  ordinance  for  the  government  of  the 
Territory  NorVkwat  of  the  Ohio  should  oe  the 
basis  of  the  government  of  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory* If  this,  said  he,  be  one  of  the  condi- 
tions of  a  compact  between  the  United  States 


*  ThlB  ordiiumoe  of  the  Congress  of  the  conflBdaratioii, 
which  beoune  the  httsis  of  eU  the  Territorial  goyemments, 
was  sanctioned  by  the  Congress  of  the  Union  at  its  flnt  sea- 
don,  with  certain  proyiaions  added  to  It  In  order  to  glye  it 
fhll  effect  under  the  oonstitatlon.  The  following  are  the 
terms  of  this  enactment  :— 

*'WHnvAfl  that  the  ordinance  of  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  for  the  goyenment  of  the  Territory 
northwest  of  the  riyer  Ohio  may  oontlnne  to  haye  fall  ef- 
fect, it  Is  requisite  that  certain  proyisions  should  be  made, 
so  ss  to  adapt  the  same  to  the  present  Constitution  of  the 
United  BUtes.  TnBEKFomx,  B€  it  enaettd^  Aa,  That  in  all 
cases  in  which,  by  the  said  ordinance,  any  Information  is  to 
be  siyen,  or  communication  made  by  the  Qoyemor  of  the 
said  territory  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 
or  to  any  of*  their  offleers,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
Ooyemor  to  glye  such  information,  and  to  make  such  com- 
munication to  the  President  of  the  United  States;  and  the 
President  sluiU  nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  consent  of 
tiie  Senate,  shall  appoint  all  officers  which  by  the  said  ordi- 
nance were  to  have  been  appointed  by  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  and  all  officers  so  appointed  shall  bo 
commissioned  by  him ;  and  in  all  cases  where  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled,  mifpht,  by  the  said  ordinance, 
reyoke  any  commission  or  remove  from  any  office,  the  Pres- 
ident is  hereby  declared  to  have  the  same  power  of  reyooa- 
tion  and  remoyaL  Bna  i.-^And  be  U further  enaeUd^  That 
in  case  of  the  deatli,  remoyal,  resignation,  or  necessary  ab- 
sence of  the  Ooyemor  of  the  said  Territory,  the  seeretaiy 
thereof  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  required 
to  execute  all  the  powers,  and  perform  all  the  duties  of  the 
Ooyemor,  daring  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  remoyal, 
resignation,  or  necessary  absence  of  said  Oovemor.^ 

This  act  of  Congress,  passed  to  give  ftiU  effect  to  this  or- 
dinance by  adapting  its  working  to  the  new  Federal  Conati- 
tntlon,  was  among  the  earliest  acts  of  the  Federal  Congress, 
being  number  eight  in  the  list  of  acts  passed  at  the  first  ses- 
■lon  of  the  first  Congress;  and  classes  with  the  acts  neces- 
sary to  the  woAlng  of  the  new  goyerament  As  such  it 
was  modified;  and  as  such  presenred  and  applied  to  sno- 


and  Greorgia,  surely  the  Umted  States  have  do 
right  to  infringe  it  without  the  consent  of  Geor- 
gia; and  I,  as  one  of  her  Representatiyefl, 
formally  protest  against  the  passage  of  tlus  bOL 
It  may  be  said  that  Georgia  is  very  little  inter- 
ested in  the  abstract  Question,  whether  the 
Governor  should  or  should  not  have  the  power 
of  prorogation ;  but,  if  a  right  exists  to  alter 
one  part  of  the  ordinance  without  the  oonseDt 
of  Georgia,  it  certainly  implies  a  power  to  alter 
it  in  every  part 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTEB  ssld  he  would  state  the  rea- 
sons for  which  he  had  introduced  the  biU,  and 
which  would,  he  hoped,  insure  it  the  sanction 
of  the  committee.  I  will,  in  the  first  plaoe^ 
said  Mr.  P.,  advert  to  that  part  of  the  ordi- 
nance which  is  proposed  to  be  amended  by  the 
bill  under  consideration.  In  tlie  ordinance  for 
the  government  of  the  Northwestern  Territory 
will  be  found  this  article:  "The  Governor 
shall  have  power  to  prorogue  and  dissolve  the 
General  Assembly,  when,  m  his  opinion,  it  shall 
be  expedient."  The  biU  proposes  to  take  away 
this  power,  as  being  arbitrary  and  oppreeare 
in  the  extreme,  and  incompatible  with  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  This  ordinance 
was  passed  previous  to  the  adoption  of  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution,  and  if  it  had  been  the  sab- 
ject  of  consideration  subsequent  to  its  adoption, 
this  provision  had  never  been  inserted,  giving 
to  Governors  of  Territories  a  gower  paramonnt 
to  any  power  possessed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States.    Take  away  thb  power  and  a 


eessiye  Territories,  as  goremments  tat  them  irsre  gireiL 
That  ordinance  i^  in  flwt,  the  basis  of  aU  the  Tenltoriil 
goyemments,  and  Is  extended  to  each  of  them  bf  bum, 
with  such  modifications  as  each  one  required;  and  its  b«oe- 
flts  secared  In  their  deeds  of  territorial  oestlon  by  Qv»t^ 
and  North  Carolina.  Thus,  the  fifth  danse  in  the  flnt  tf^- 
ele  of  the  Georgia  deed  of  cession,  dated  Apiil  Mth,  M 
stipnlates:  "That  the  Territory  thos  ceded  shall  tom» 
State,  and  be  admitted  as  sach  into  the  Union,  ss  soon  m  ft 
ahaU  contain  60,000  tno  inhabltaata,  or  at  an  earUer  period, 
if  Congress  shall  think  it  expedient,  on  the  same  oendidoDS 
and  restrictions,  with  the  same  privileges,  and  in  the  mbm 
manner,  ss  \b  prorided  in  the  ordinance  of  Congrea  of  tb* 
18th  day  of  Jnly,  1T8T,  for  the  goremment  of  the  W«it«« 
Territory  of  the  United  States ;  which  ordinance  shsll.  In  «D 
its  parts,  extend  to  the  Mississippi  Territory  oontslaed  to 
the  present  act  of  cession,  that  article  only  excepted  wUeb 
forbids  slavery."  The  deed  of  cession  firom  North  ^^^"^ 
for  the  Territory  since  forming  the  State  of  Tennessse, «» 
dated  December  — ,  1780,  is  equally  express  in  d**™*^* 
benefits  of  this  ordinance ;  so  that,  made  before  the  oonw- 
tation,  it  has  been  eqnslly  saneUoned  by  Congress  sad  ^ 
SUtes  since.  Virginia  sanetioned  it  immedUtely  sfter  it» 
enactment,  and  before  the  commencement  of  the  prM^ 
Federal  GoTemment,  to  wit,  on  the  80th  day  of  I^«**^' 
ITSa  The  ordinance  being  thna  anterior  to  the  «»»«»- 
tlon,  was  not  formed  nnder  it,  but  under  the  aathorityw 
ownera— sovereign  ownen— exercising  the  right  of  *•**■» 
care  of  their  own  property,  subject  only  to  the  •**^*t'! 
and  limitotions  which  accompanied  Its  scqnlrittoa-  JWfl 
thus  the  Territories  have  been  oonstanUy  govarned  wfl 
pendently  of  the  conatitution,  and  Inoompatlbly  «»» >«. 
and  by  a  sUtnte  made  before  lt»  and  merely  extended  si 
pi«.esUting  Uw  to  esch  Teiritoiy  as  it  came  into  exlstenos- 
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GoYernor  will  still  have  left  the  power  of  neg- 
ativiDg  all  acto,  so  that  none  can  pass  without 
his  assent ;  and^  being  the  agent  of  the  Greneral 
GoTernment,  he  woidd  give  consent  to  no  law 
incompatible  with  the  interests  of  the  United 
States. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  ordinance  cannot 
be  altered  without  the  common  consent  of  the 
parties  to  it,  and  that  the  State  of  Georgia 
most  be  called  npon  to  give  its  assent  before 
the  Ck>ngses8  can  alter  it.  There  are  two  parts 
of  this  ordinance ;  the  first  contains  the  fbrm 
of  government,  and  the  second  several  articles 
of  compact  which  are  declared  unalterable  but 
with  common  consent.  After  reciting  the  form 
of  government^  the  ordinance  aays : 

**  The  fbQowing  articleB  sh&Q  be  coaridered  as  ar« 
tioles  of  compact  between  the  original  States  and  the 
peaph  of  the  States  in  the  said  Territoiy,  and  for- 
ever remain  unalterable,  nnlesa  bj  common  consent, 
to  wit." 

[Hare  follow  six  articles.]  The  ordinance  de- 
dves  that  which  follows  the  declaration  to  be 
unalterable,  but  by  common  consent;  it  follows 
of  consequence  that  that  which  precedes  the 
declaration  is  alterable.  Independent  of  this 
reasoning,  which  cannot  be  r^ted,  at  every 
session  since  we  have  been  a  Territory,  there 
have  been  laws  passed  altering  the  ordinance  in 
some  shape  or  other.  For  example,  the  ordi- 
nance reqnires  two  Judges  to  hold  a  court ;  and, 
in  a  variety  of  instances,  Oongress  has  legisla- 
ted with  respect  to  the  form  of  government  of 
the  Territory.  I  had  supposed  that  the  articles 
of  agreement  between  the  United  States  and 
Geoigia  had  become  obsolete,  with  respect  to 
the  imagined  necessity  of  the  consent  of  Geor- 
gia to  legislation  on  the  subject  of  the  Terri- 
tory. It  was  urged  at  the  last  session  with  all 
the  eloquence  which  the  gentlemen  from  Geor- 
gia are  in  so  great  a  degree  possessed,  and  dis- 
regarded ;  fbr  it  was  decided  by  both  Houses 
ihat  the  United  States  had  a  right  to  rule  the 
Territory  without  the  consent  of  Georgia. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  says 
that  Congress  shall  *^  have  power  to  dispose  of 
and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  re- 
specting the  territory  or  other  property  belong- 
ing to  3ie  United  States.^'  Can  an  agreement 
arising  from  the  exercise  of  this  power,  super- 
sede &e  right  of  exercising  the  power  expr^y 
delegated  by  the  constitution  itself?  Certainly 
not 

On  the  groond  of  policy  I  presume  that 
there  is  no  gentleman  who  wiU  contend  that  the 
power  of  which  I  wish  to  deprive  the  Gover- 
nors, ought  to  be  retained.  The  gentleman 
from  G^rgia  himself  says,  that  if  he  were 
about  to  frfune  an  original  ordinance,  he  would 
not  think  of  sudi  a  power.  As  the  opinion  of 
Jndge  Tucker  has  been  referred  to  on  one  sub- 
ject, I  will  refer  to  it  on  the  subject  of  prerog- 
ative. Let  it  be  recollected,  l^t  the  power  to 
prorogue  and  dissolve  is  one  of  the  highest  pre- 
rogatives of  the  King  of  England :  that  it  crept 


into  the  governments  of  his  colonies,  and  thence 
into  this  ordinance,  previous  to  the  adoption  of 
the  constitution.  It  now  remains  for  the  Unit* 
ed  States  to  say,  whether  they  will  copy  after 
Great  Britain,  and  because  it  is  a  high  preroga- 
tive, give  the  Governors  of  the  Territories  of 
the  United  States  the  same  powers  as  she  gives 
to  her  Territorial  Governors.  I  trust  it  wfil  be 
expunged. 

"  The  title  '  prerogative,'  it  is  presumed,  was  an- 
nihilated in  America  with  the  Kingly  Government" 
«  This  definition  (of  prerogative)  is  enough  to  make 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States  shudder  at  the  recollec- 
tion that  he  was  bom  nnder  a  government  in  which 
soch  doctrines  were  received  a^  catholic,**  &c 

This  is  the  opinion  of  Judge  Tucker.  Is  not 
this  sufficient  to  induce  us  to  take  away  frt)m 
Governors  this  prerogative?  Is  not  this  fea- 
ture modelled  after  the  feature  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  England  ?  Certainly ;  and  that  it  is 
transferred  from  her  Colonial  Government,  I 
can  show  by  the  present  ordinance  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  Canada,  [to  which  Mr.  P,  referred.] 
It  is  the  same  principle,  and  we  have  copied  it 

I  will  not  object  to  retain  this  power,  if  any 
gentleman  can  show  any  advantage  to  be  gained 
by  it.  I  wiU  suppose  an  extreme  case ;  that  any 
of  the  Territories  designed  to  commit  treason, 
and  the  Legpslature  were  to  pass  an  act  giving 
it  their  sanction;  (and  they  have  shown  less 
treasonable  dispoffltion  than  some  of  the  elder 
States,  if  we  may  judge  from  occurrences  of  a 
few  j-ears  past)— oould  not  the  Governor  put 
his  negative  on  this  law  ?  There  could  be  no 
such  law  without  his  consent.  It  is  therefore 
entirely  unnecessary,  in  any  possible  case,  to 
give  the  Governor  the  arbitrary  power  of  dis- 
solving the  Legislature. 

There  is  a  special  reason  which  has  operated 
upon  my  mind  as  forcibly  as  the  general  reason 
in  favor  of  the  biU  on  the  table.  In  the  Terri- 
tory which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  we 
have  been  nearly  twelve  months  without  any 
Legislature.  The  Governor  thought  proper  to 
dissolve  the  Assembly  without  any  reason  giv- 
en, for  the  ordinance  does  not  bind  him  to  as- 
aga  reasons  for  his  acts.  Within  a  few  days,  a 
new  Council  has  been  chosen,  which  may  again 
be  dissolved  as  soon  as  it  meets,  and  the  Terri- 
tory again  left  without  a  Legislature,  and  no 
reason  assigned  for  the  procedure.  Is  it  possi- 
ble that  this  Government  wiU  sanction  such  ar- 
bitrary practices  ?  If  it  does,  it  will  be  the  first 
case  since  the  Revolution  in  which  such  a  pro- 
cedure has  been  sanctioned.  I  beg  leave  to  re- 
fer g^tlemen  to  the  glorious  year  1776.  I  beg 
them  to  revert  to  that  instrument,  in  which  all 
the  sins  of  our  political  father,  George  III.,  were 
delineated,  and  they  will  find  that  one  of  the 
charges  against  him  was  that  he  permitted  his 
Governors  to  dissolve  the  Legislatures  from 
time  to  time.  Are  we  prepared  to  ingraft  these 
arbitrary  principles  into  our  constitution,  and 
cherish  them  when  practised  in  so  arbitrary 
a  manner?    Instead  of  this  ordinance  being 
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passed  with  deliberation,  it  most  have  passed 
originally  stib  dlentio,  and  been  adopted  for  aU 
the  new  Territories  without  anj  discossion  at 
fdl;  for,  if  the  principle  had  been  investigated, 
it  wonld  never  have  been  enacted  into  a  law. 
In  the  Declaration  of  Independence  it  is  stated 
that  "  he  (George  in.)  has  dissolved  Represen- 
tative Honses  repeatedly,  for  opposing,  with 
manly  firmness,  his  invasions  on  the  rights  of 
the  people.^'  Here  we  see  that,  at  that  day, 
we  complained  of  the  arbitrary  exercise  of 
power,  and  I  hope  that,  at  this  day,  we  shall 
give  it  a  death-blow.  If  any  gentleman  wishes 
to  retain  it,  let  him  show  a  single  possible  case 
in  which  it  can  properly  be  exercised — ^never, 
but  to  gratify  the  ambition,  or  caprice  of  an  in- 
dividn^.  The  people  elect  Representatives  and 
send  them  to  legislate ;  if  they  do  not  please 
the  Governor,  he  can  say,  "gentlemen,  go  to 
your  homes — ^I  dissolve  you«^'  Can  there  be 
any  necessity  for  this?  But  I  will  not  detain 
the  House  longer,  except  to  express  a  hope  that 
the  committee  will  not  rise,  unless  it  be  to  re- 
port the  bill. 

Mr.  Tboup  said  he  would  state,  in  as  few 
words  as  he  could,  his  objections  to  the  passage 
of  tiie  bill.  It  was  only  the  day  before  yester- 
day that  this  bill  had  been  introduced  into  the 
House,  proposing  to  alter  one  part  of  the  ordi- 
nance. To-day,  a  petition  came  from  another 
territory  to  alter  another  part  of  it.  Before 
they  adjourned,  it  was  ten  thousand  to  one  that 
not  a  remnant  of  the  ordinance  would  be  left, 
with  their  good  will.  • 

I  have  before  stated  it  as  my  opinion,  said  he, 
that  the  articles  of  the  ordinance  are  a  compact 
between  the  people  of  the  States  and  of  the  ter- 
ritories, unalterable  but  with  the  consent  of  both 
parties.  With  the  permission  of  the  House,  I 
will  read  the  opinion  of  Judge  Tucker  on  t^s 
subject: 

^  Congress,  imder  the  former  confederatioxi,  passed 
an  ordiiuince  July  18,  1787,  for  the  government  of 
the  territory  of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the 
Ohio,  which  contained,  among  other  things,  six  ar- 
ticles, which  were  to  be  considered  as  articles  of  com- 
pact between  the  original  States  and  the  people  and 
States  of  said  territory,  and  to  remain  mialterable, 
except  by  common  consent.  These  articles  appear 
to  have  been  confirmed  by  the  sixth  article  of  the 
constitution,  which  declares,  that  all  debts  contracted 
and  engagements  entered  into,  before  the  adoption 
of  the  constitution,  shall  be  as  valid  against  the 
United  States  under  the  oonstitntion  as  under  the 
GonfederatLon." 

In  this  case  there  are  not  only  two  but  three 
parties  to  the  articles—the  United  States,  the 
State  of  Georgia,  and  the  people  of  the  Territories. 
You  will  recollect,  as  my  cdleague  properly  sta- 
ted to  you,  that  the  right  of  soil  ana  jurisdiction 
of  this  territory  was  originally  in  the  people  of 
Georgia.  Of  course  Georgia  had  power  to  pre- 
scribe for  the  territory  what  fonn  of  government 
she  pleased,  provided  it  was  republican.  By 
the  articles  of  cession,  the  right  of  soil  and 
jurisdiction  was  ceded  to  the  people  of  the 


United  States,  tm  the  express  eondiUon  that 
the  articles  of  the  ordinanee  should  ferm  tke 
gaoemment  of  the  Mississippi  Territory^  and 
that  they  should  not  le  gotemed  otherwise. 
The  inference  inevitably  is,  that  the  State  of 
Georgia  would  not  have  ceded  but  upon  tlM 
express  condition;  and  this  inference  is  the 
more  inevitable,  inasmuch  as,  in  this  clause, 
Georgia  has  made  an  express  exception  to  a 
particular  article  in  the  ordinance  ;*  fi^m  which, 
I  say  that  Georgia  intended  that  no  other  altera- 
tion should  be  made. 

What  was  the  policy  of  the  ordinance^  and 
what  the  object  of  its  framerst  WI^,  aasored- 
ly,  to  render  the  governments  of  the  Territories 
dependent  on  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  And  how  was  it  to  be  effected?  By 
making  the  Territorial  Legislature  in  a  great  de- 
gree dependent  on  the  Governor,  and  him  abso- 
lutely dependent  on  the  Federal  Executive. 
The  moment  we  make  the  Legislature  of  a  Ter- 
ritory independent  of  its  Executive,  we  make  it 
independent  of  the  Federal  Government. 

And  again,  as  my  coUeague  has  correctly  told 
you,  if  you  have  a  right  to  repeal  one  part  of 
the  ordinance,  you  have  a  right  to  repeal  an- 
other part,  and  so  overturn  &e  whole  system 
at  a  blow.  If  so,  what  will  be  the  effect  on 
the  articles  of  cession  and  agreement  between 
you  and  G^rgiat  I  will  tell  you.  By  the 
articles  of  cession  you  reserve  to  yoursdf  the 
right  of  disposing  of  the  territory;  yon  also 
agree  to  pay  Georgia  one  million  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  •dollars  out  of  the  product  of 
the  first  sales  of  the  land.  Suppose  yon  trans- 
ferred to  the  independent  Legislature  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory  the  right  to  dispose  of  this 
Territory,  what  security  has  Georgia  for  the 
payment  of  her  one  million  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars?  Moreover,  I  fsel  eveiy 
disposition  to  treat  with  respect  the  people  of 
the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  particularly  as  I 
perceive  that  they  approve  of  that  course  of  our 
Government,  in  which  I  most  heartily  concur ; 
yet  I  must  say  that  a  large  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple have  a  hmded  interest  distinct  from  that  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States.  Take 
away  from  the  (Governor  his  power  to  prorogue 
and  dissolve,  leave  him  the  veto,  and  there  will 
soon  be  collision.  The  Legislature  passes  an 
act;  the  Governor  puts  his  veto  on  it.  The 
Legislature  stands  out^  and  the  Governor  will 
not  yield,  and  eventually  you  may,  perhaps, 
have  to  decide  the  question  of  territorial  prop- 
erty by  the  sword.  Recollect,  that  upward  of 
six  thousand  peoj^e  have  gone  over  in  the  pres- 
ent year,  with  every  apparent  intention  to  force 
a  settlement  against  your  interest  and  that  of 
Georgia.  I  am  very  glad  that  the  military  have 
received  orders  to  disperse  them.  I  trust  that 
they  will  be  dispersed,  and  tliat  every  man  who 
stands  forth  in  resistance  will  be  put  to  the 
sword. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  Territory 


•  The  etfa,  being  the  Anti-fllaTeiy  sitiel«L 
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is  certainlj  mistaken  as  to  one  point  He  seems 
to  oonnder  the  Ck>n8titQtion  of  the  United  States 
as  giving  to  the  people  of  the  Territories  the 
aame  rights  as  the  people  of  the  States.  It  is  a 
miMtdktn  idea,  neither  warranted  bv  the  letter 
or  ep&it  of  ike  eonetUutien.  For  although  the 
ooDstitatioD  has  declared  that  the  people  of  one 
State  are  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  another,  yet  it  has  not  declared  that  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Territories  have  the  same  rights  as 
the  people  of  the  States.  In  another  part  of 
the  oonstitntion  it  is,  indeed,  ezpresslj  declared 
that  Congress  shall  make  aJl  laws  for  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Territories;  bat  there  is  a  salvo, 
ihaX.  all  acts  done  and  oontiaots  made  previoos 
to  the  adojptioQ  of  the  oonstitntion,  shall  be  as 
binding  as  if  done  afterward.  The  articles  of 
the  ordinance  were  enacted  previoasly,  and  are 
oonseqaentlj  binding  nnder  the  constitation.  It 
eamiot  be  oontrovened,  that  thej  were  wisely 
adopted,  and  have  been  salutary  in  their  opera- 
tioD.  They  were  framed  by  the  Congress  of 
%7,  composed  of  men  whose  integrity  was  in- 
corraptible,  and  judgment  almost  infallible. 
These  articles,  from  that  time  to  this,  have  re- 
maioed  unaltered,  and  carried  the  Territories 
through  difficalti€«,  almost  insuperable,  to  pros- 
perity. And  now,  for  the  first  or  second  time, 
an  alteration  is  proposed,  the  consequence  of 
which  cannot  be  foreseen,  without  any  evidence 
that  it  is  either  necessary  or  expedient. 

The  population  of  every  new  country  must 
necessarily  be  composed  of  a  heterogeneous  mix- 
ture of  various  tempera,  charactera,  and  inter- 
ests. In  a  population  thus  composed,  it  would 
be  highly  ridiculous  to  expect  that  love  of  order 
and  obemence  to  law  would  always  predominate. 
Therefore  the  old  Congress  wisely  reserved  to 
itself  the  right  to  control  them ;  to  give  the 
Governor  power,  when  a  Legi^ature  became 
disorderly,  to  dissolve  them;  ana' for  the  exer- 
cise of  tins  power  he  is  accountable  to  tiie 
General  Government. 

The  gentleman  from  Mississippi  wishes  us  not 
to  treat  the  Territories  as  children,  whose  wild 
extravagances  may  require  correcting  by  the 
indulgent  hiand  of  their  parents,  but  as  the 
equals  of  the  States,  without  any  other  reason 
than  that  which  he  states  to  be  the  situation  of 
the  people  of  his  Territory.  They  wiU  next  wish 
us  to  admit  them  into  the  Union  before  their 
population  will  authorize  it ;  tell  us  that  that 
Territory  does  not  grow  fast  enough,  and  we 
must  demolish  the  system  for  their  convenience. 

Mr.  T.  adverted  to  the  representation  made 
by  Mr.  PoiNDXXTXB,  of  the  state  of  things  now 
eiisting  in  the  Mississippi  Territory.  K  such 
were  the  atnation  of  the  Territory,  and  Mr.  T. 
said  he  sincerely  regretted  it,  he  could  put  the 
gentleman  in  a  way  of  settiing  the  dispute  in  a 
regular  and  constitutional  way,  and  which  would 
be  the  most  prudent  and  advisable.  Certamly, 
in  this  dispute,  one  of  the  parties  must  be  right 
and  the  other  wrong.  They  had  nothing  to  do 
but  prefer  their  complsdnts  before  the  proper 
authority,  and,  if  they  were  there  substantiated. 


they  would  obtain  redress  of  their  wrongs.  IL 
on  the  contrary,  the  people  were  wrong  and 
the  Governor  right,  the  wisdom  of  this  part  of 
the  ordinance  would  be  proved  beyond  question. 

Mr.  PomnxxTBB  observed  that  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  had  set  out  with  telling  the  House 
that  if  the  Legislature  were  made  independent 
of  the  Governor,  they  could  pass  any  law  they 
pleased  respecting  land  titles.  The  gentleman 
could  not  have  looked  at  the  ordinance,  for  there 
was  an  express  provision  that  the  Legislature 
should  '^  never  int^ere  with  the  primary  dis- 
posal of  the  soil  by  the  United  States  in  Con- 
gress assembled,  nor  with  any  regulations  Con- 
gress may  find  necessaiT  for  securing  the  title 
in  such  soil,"  &o.  Independent  of  this,  it  is 
control  sufiicient  if  the  Governor  have  a  veto 
on  the  laws.  The  gentleman  has  told  you,  said 
Mr.  P.,  that  these  articles  are  unalterable  but 
with  common  consent  When  up  before,  I  read 
that  part  which  is  unalterable.  It  is  the  arti- 
cles of  ordinance  and  not  the  form  of  govern- 
ment ;  and  to  this  Judge  Tucker  refers  when  he 
speaks  of  it  The  gentieman  has  said,  that  the 
situation  of  the  people  would  not  be  bettered 
by  taking  away  the  power,  if  the  veto  were  left 
In  my  opinion  it  would  be  ameliorated.  Let 
the  Governor  retain  his  veto,  but  let  them  re- 
niain  in  session,  and  pass  laws,  that  the  Gleneral 
Government  may  see  whether  such  laws  are 
worthy  of  rejection  or  of  approbation.  Now, 
if  the  Governor  discovers  them  about  to  pass  a 
law  or  do  an  act  he  does  not  like,  he  sends  them 
home.  Lop  off  a  littie  of  this  Executive  power, 
and  let  the  Legislature  pass  laws  which  he  may 
negative,  and  the  General  Government  will 
have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  that  the  Gover- 
nor will  not  consent  to  proper  laws.  Trust 
your  Executive  and  distrust  tiie  people,  and  you 
sap  the  foundation  of  the  Government.  What- 
ever leads  to  the  conclusion  that  the  people  are 
always  wrong  and  the  Executive  right,  strikes 
at  the  root  of  republican  institutions. 

The  gentieman  has  spoken  of  tiie  wildneas 
and  extravagance  of  the  people  of  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory.  Does  he  recollect  the  invasion 
of  the  Spaniards  two  years  ago?  That,  at  a 
few  days*  notice,  at  the  requisition  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-chie^  a  detachment  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  militia  were  sixty  miles  on  their 
march?  When  an  arch  traitor  from  the  East 
designed  to  sever  the  Union,  the  people  of  the 
Territory,  without  call,  assembled  near  the  city 
of  Natchez,  and  arrested  the  traitor.  These 
proceedings  cannot  be  exceeded  even  by  the 
spirit  or  prudence  of  the  State  of  Georma.  I 
hope  the  indignation  of  this  House  will  be  dis- 
played at  these  insinuations  against  the  motives 
of  people  who  have  manifested  the  greatest 
patriot^m.  In  respect  to  the  late  measures  of 
the  General  Government,  no  people  feel  them 
more  severely  than  the  people  of  Mississippi, 
and  no  people  better  support  them.  There  may 
be  symptoms  of  wildness  and  extravagance,  but 
they  show  a  submission  to  the  laws  and  meas- 
ures of  the  Union. 
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The  gentlemaii  talks  of  tender  parents.  If  he 
considers  the  State  of  Georgia  as  one  of  onr  ten- 
der parents,  I  protest  against  it  Although  she 
be  one  of  onr  parents,  there  has  been  no  propo- 
sition ever  made  on  this  floor,  for  the  good  of 
the  Territory,  which  has  not  met  the  opposition 
of  that  State.  But  these  are  subjects  on  which 
I  will  not  dwelL 

The  gentleman  has  stated  that  a  number  of 
people  have  gone  over  to  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory to  settle  lands,  against  the  express  provi- 
sions of  the  law.  That,  under  the  pretext  of  a 
purchase  from  an  Indian,  named  Double  Head, 
people  have  gone  over  to  settle  lands,  is  true ; 
but  from  where  ?  From  Georgia.  They  are 
citizens  of  Georgia ;  people  nurtured  by  this 
tender  parent  into  a  state  of  manhood,  and  un- 
willing to  participate  longer  in  the  tender  cares 
of  the  State  of  Georgia.  They  have  been,  very 
properly,  ordered  to  be  driven  off  by  military 
force,  because  they  have  infringed  a  law  of  the 
United  States.  But  these  things  do  not  touch 
the  present  question*  I  now  propose  to  take 
away  a  power  which  has  been,  hj  mistake,  in* 
oorporated  into  the  constitution  of  a  free  people. 

Mr  Bibb  said  that  the  State  of  Georgia  had 
never  undertaken  to  legislate  for  the  Missis- 
sippi Territorv ;  but  there  was  a  compact  exist- 
ing between  the  United  States  and  Georgia,  anct 
he  called  upoa  the  United  States  to  adhere  to 
it.  They  dared  not  violate  it,  except  they  could 
violate  die  most  solenm  compact — the  consti- 
tution. 

Mr.  Tbottp  observed  that  it  had  been  said 
this  power  of  the  Gh>vemor  was  a  badge  of 
slavery  ,  copied  from  the  British  Constitution. 
That  in  many  things  they  had  been  copied  too 
far,  he  agreed;  but  as  to  this  prerogative,  it  was 
no  such  badge  of  slavery,  and  was  found  not 
only  in  the  articles  of  the  ordinance,  but  in  the 
constitutions  of  various  States,  qualified  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree.  Mr.  T.  quoted  the  con- 
stitutions of  New  York  and  Massiaohusetts,  both 
whidi  States  had  been  considered  repnblican. 
Massachusetts,  to  be  sure,  was  a  little  wavering 
now,  but  he  hoped  she  had  not  quite  gone 
over  to  the  enemy  yet  These  constitutions 
gave  a  qualified  prerogative  to  the  Governor  of 
theSUte. 

The  committee  now  rose--58  to  86. 

Mr.  Tbottp  moved  that  the  frirther  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely  — 
[equivalent  to  r^ection.] 

Mr.  PoiKDXXTEB  calling  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion,  it  was  decided— yeas  57,  nays 
52,  as  follows: 

YsAa — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jnn.,  Eze- 
kiel  BaooD,  David  Bard,  William  W.  Bibb,  VHlliam 
Blackiedtfe,  John  Blake,  junior,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert 
Brown,  t^seph  Calhonn,  John  Campbell,  Martin  Chit* 
tenden,  Samnel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jnn.,  Wil- 
liam Ely,  William  Findlay,  Francis  Gardner,  Charies 
Goldsborongb,  Edwin  Gray,  John  Heister,  William 
Hoge,  Bichard  S.  Jackson,  Robert  Jenkins,  Walter 
Jone^  James  Kelly,  William  Eirkpatrick,  John  Lam- 
bert, Joseph  Lewis,  jmu,  Robert  Marion,  William  Mc^ 


Creery,  WOliam  Milnor,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jonatbaa 
0.  Mosely,  Gurdon  &  Mnmford,  Wilson  C.  Nicholas 
Timothy  Pitkio,  junior,  John  Porter,  Jodah  Quincy, 
John  Randolph,  Mattfaiaa  Richards,  Samnel  Biker, 
John  RnsseU,  Dennis  Smelt,  Henry  Southard,  William 
Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Storges,  Pdter  Swart,  Samuel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Taylor,  Geoigo 
M.  Troup,  Jabez  Upham,  James  L  Van  Allen,  Daniel 
C.  Verplanck,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williama, 
and  Nathan  Wilson. 

Nays.— Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Bassett,  WOliam 
A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  Matthew  Clay,  John 
Clopton,  John  Culpeper,  John  Dawson,  Josiah  Deaoe^ 
Joee^  Desha,  Daniel  M.  Durell,  James  Elliot,  John 
W.  Ei^es,  James  Fiskt  Meahack  Franklin,  Thomas 
Gholson,  jun.,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
John  Harris,  WHlvun  Helms,  James  Holland,  David 
Holmes,  Benjamin  Howard,  Daniel  Mey,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Nathaniel  tfacon,  Daniel  Mootgomeiy, 
junior,  John  Montgomery,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John 
Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas 
Newton,  John  Pugh,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  Bisujamin  Say, 
Ebenezer  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  James  Scan,  John 
Smilie,  Jedediah  E.  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel 
Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Clement  Storer,  John 
Thompson,  Archibald  Van  Home,  Jesse  Whaiton, 
Isaac  Wilbour,  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

So  the  bill  was  postponed  indefinitely. 

Monday,  November  21. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  John  Botlb,  from 
Kentucky,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  in  tho 
House. 

Ufatm/ralued  BrUish  SubjecU, 

Mr.  HowASD  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  stating 
that  the  King  of  Great  Britain  having,  by  his 
proclamation  of  the  nzteenth  of  October,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven,  claimed  the 
allec^ce  of  all  persons  who  may  have  been 
born  in  his  dominions,  and  were  not  inhabitants 
of  the  United  States  of  America  at  the  period  of 
their  Bevolution,  and  disregarding  the  hiws  of 
naturalization  in  other  countries,  hath  authoriz- 
ed the  impressment  into  his  service  of  his  pr^ 
tended  subjects,  and  treated  as  traitors  su<m  as 
may  have  taken  up  arms  against  him  in  the  ser- 
vice of  their  adopted  country ;  the  petitioners 
being,  at  the  present  time,  precluded  from  tiie 
privuege  of  following  commercial  pursuits  on 
the  high  seas  in  safety,  therefore  pray  that  such 
measures  be  adopted  by  Oongress  as  may  efieo- 
tually  resist  the  ui^Just  assumption  of  power 
claimed  and  exercised  by  a  foreign  nation ;  and 
pledg^g  themselves  to  support  with  their  lives 
and  fortunes  whatever  steps  may  be  taken,  or 
acts  passed,  by  the  General  Government,  for 
the  welfare  of  the  Union. — ^Referred  to  Mr. 
HowABD,  Mr.  John  Morbow,  and  Mr.  Harbis, 
to  examine  the  matter  thereof  and  report  their 
opinion  thereupon  to  the  House. 

Miranda's  Expedition, 
Mr.  Lovx,  from  the  conmiittee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  sixteenth  instant,  the  petition  of 
thirty-six  citizens  of  the  United  States  now  oon- 
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fined  at  Carthftgfina,  in  South  Amerioa,  under 
eentenoe  of  slaverj,  made  a  report  thereon; 
whioh  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  whde  House  to-morrow. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 
That  it  appean,  from  the  stetement  of  the  petition- 
en,  tfaat»  in  Febniary,  1806,  they  sailed  from  New 
Yoik  on  board  the  Leander,  a  ship  owned  by  Samuel 
G.  Ogden,  the  command  of  which  was,  niter  getting 
to  sea,  assomed  by  General  Miranda. 

That,  from  New  York,  the  said  ship  suled  to  Jae- 
mel,  where  the  said  Miranda  procured  two  schooners, 
on  boaid  which  the  petitioners  were  placed,  which, 
tt^gether  with  tiie  Leander,  sailed,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Miranda,  about  the  last  of  March,  in  the 
same  year,  for  the  northern  parts  of  South  America, 
and  arrived  on  the  coast  of  Terra  flrmB  in  the  latter 
part  of  Apni  fbDowiog. 

Thal^  iqxm  tiieir  arrival  on  the  said  coast,  the  two 
•ehoonen,  on  board  which  the  petitioners  were  em- 
baiied,  were  eaptnied  by  two  Spanish  armed  yesseU ; 
the  ship  Leander,  with  Miranda  on  board,  haiing 
made  her  escape. 

That  die  petitioners,  together  with  ten  otibers,  were 
cooTieted  by  a  Spanish  tnbnnal,  at  Porto  CabeUo,  of 
the  orime  elf  |nracy,  from  the  circumstances  of  snspi- 
ebn  winch  attached  to  their  situation,  and  not  firom 
any  act  of  that  kind  committed  on  the  high  seas  ; 
that  the  ten  others  above  mentioned  were  sentenced 
to  death,  and  the  petitioners  some  to  eight,  others  to 
ten  years*  slaTeiy,  which  they  now  an  suffering ; 
some  diained  together,  others  closely  confined  under 
heavy  irons  and  a  goard,  destined  to  other  places  and 
to  nmilar  punishment. 

The  petitioners  state  that  they  were  entrapped 
into  the  service  of  the  said  Miranda,  on  the  said  ex- 
peditioD,  by  aasnranoes  made  at  the  time  of  their  en- 
gagements, that  they  were  to  be  employed  in  the 
service  of  tlie  United  States,  and  under  the  authority 
of  the  Qovermnent.  For  the  truth  of  their  state- 
ment, and  a  confirmation  of  the  charges  they  make 
against  oertsin  persons  of  having  thus  deceived  and 
betrayed  them  into  an  involuntaiy  co-operation  in  the 
design  of  fitting  out  an  armament  against  a  nation  in 
amitjr  with  the  United  States,  they  r«fer  to  the  testi- 
mony of  several  persons^  said  to  be  inhabitants  of  the 
CK^  of  New  Toik,  and  to  have  had  proposals  made  to 
them  similar  to  Uiose  by  which  the  petitioners  were 
induced  to  engage  on  board  the  Leander. 

The  petitioners  also  state  that  no  (^portnnity  was 
offered  them  of  eecaping  from  the  service  of  the  said 
MiTanda  and  his  associates  ;  that  they  were  restrain- 
ed under  the  most  rigorous  discipline,  and  at  Jacmel, 
the  only  place  where  an  opportunity  of  escape  might 
have  been  probable,  they  were  strictly  guarded  to 
prevent  it.  For  the  truth  of  this  they  refer  to  cer- 
tain captains  of  vessels  then  at  Jacmel  belongiog  to 
the  ports  of  PhiUidelphia  and  Baltimore. 


the  same  time,  are  uncontradicted  by  any  opposing 
eircmnstances ;  they  are  of  opinion  that  a  very 
strong  probability  of  the  petitioners  not  having 
been  guilty  of  the  crime  of  wilfully  engaging  in  the 
anltwiiil  expedition  of  Miranda  attends  their  applioa- 
tioa :  first,  becaose  the  petitioners  have  made  a  de- 
tailed statement  of  fiucts  relatiTe  to  the  deception 
ptactiMd  on  them,  refening  to  such  species  of  evi- 
^«nce  as  to  render  their  oontraodiction  easy,  if  not 


founded  in  truth,  and  thus  lessen  their  claim  on  theur 
conntiy,  and  diminish  their  hopes  of  liberation :  sec- 
ond, because  it  is  presumed  they  were  proven  to  the 
Spanish  tribunal  before  which  they  were  convicted 
to  have  been  offenders  in  a  secondary  degree,  those 
who  were  proven  to  have  been  more  heinously  guilty 
having  been  sentenced  to  suffer  death. 

The  committee,  howevur,  are  of  opinion  that,  should 
the  petitioners  have  been  guilty  of  a  crime  against  the 
United  States  by  a  voluntary  or  otherwise  culpable 
infraction  of  ite  laws,  the  dictates  of  humanity  no  leas 
than  the  principles  of  justice,  ought  to  influence  the 
Legislature  of  the  United  States  to  adopt  the  proper 
means  of  restoring  them  to  their  country,  in  order 
that  th^  may  expiate  the  oflbnoe  by  a  punishment 
suited  to  but  not  transcending  the  magnitude  of  their 
crime. 

The  committee,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  resolution  for  the  consideration  of  the 
House. 

Bt9olvtdy  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requeeted  to  adopt  the  most  immediate  and  effica- 
cious means  in  his  power  to  obtain  from  the  Viceroy 
of  Grenada,  in  Sontii  America,  or  other  proper  au- 
thority, the  liberation  of  thirty-six  American  citizens, 
condemned  on  a  chaige  of  piracy,  and  now  held  in 
slavery  in  the  vanlte  of  St  Clara,  in  Carthagena,  and 
that  the  sum  of  —  dollars  be  ^pnqpriated  for  that 
purpose. 


TuBBDAT,  November  22. 
Two  other  members,  to  wit :  from  New  York, 
Pmup  Van  OoBTLAin>T,  and  from  South  Caro- 
lina, RioHABD  Wtbk,  appeared,  and  took  their 
seats  in  the  House. 

Additional  Beomue  Gutters, 

Mr.  Newtoit  called  for  the  order  of  the  day 
on  the  bill  authorizing  the  President  to  employ 
twelve  additional  revenue  cutters. 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  aOom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole, 

Mr.  Newton  rose  to  state  that  the  Oommittee 
of  Oommeroe  and  Manufactures  had  understood, 
from  the  proper  autiioritiesj  there  was  a  neoes-- 
sity  for  the  proper  execution  of  the  revenue 
laws^  that  the  force  under  the  direction  of  the 
Treasury  Department  should  be  considerably 
increased. 

Mr.  Daha  inquired  whether  any  written  in- 
formation touching  the  necessity  there  might 
be  for  twelve  revenue  cutters  bad  been  received 
by  the  committee— «ny  letter  from  the  Secre* 
tary  of  the  Treasury  I  He  thought  it  was  ne- 
cessary, if  so,  that  it  should  be  submitted  to 
the  House. 

Mr.  Newtoit  replied  that  there  had  been  no 
written  communication  from  the  proper  De- 
partment to  the  committee.  They  had  not 
thought  it  essential,  having  also  understood  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  particularly 
occupied.  However,  he  had  taken  the  shortest 
method,  by  waiting  upon  the  Secretary  himself 
and  had  received  &e  information  before  alluded 
to.  He  had  understood  that  the  probable  ex- 
pense of  each  cutter  would  be  about  $10,000, 
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or  $120,000  for  the  whole,  each  cutter  to  carrj 
about  twenty  men* 

Mr.  QniNOT  thought  that  the  correct  mode  of 
proceeding  would  require  other  than  mere 
yerbal  information.  Kespect  for  themselves 
should  induce  gentlemen  not  to  act  without 
official  communication  upon  the  subject  Thej 
could  not,  upon  anj  other  conditions,  agree  to 
so  great  an  augmentation  of  the  force  under 
the  direction  of  the  Treasury  Department 
There  had.  heretofore,  been  but  ten  cutters  em- 
ployed. There  were  never  more  than  ten  when 
commerce  was  at  its  height  and  the  revenue 
flourishing.  But  now,  the  House  was  called 
upon  to  vote  twelve  additional  cutters,  when 
we  are  without  revenue,  without  commerce, 
and  there  is  no  information  of  an  official  nature 
before  the  House  uoon  which  it  might  act 

Mr.  Newton  could  not  see  that  it  was  of  any 
consequence  to  the  House,  whether  there  had 
been  a  written  communication  to  it  upon  the 
subject,  so  that  the  information  came  through 
the  proper  organ,  from  the  proper  authority. 
It  was  necessary,  in  times  of  difficulty  like  the 
present,  to  act  with  spirit  and  promptitude. 
The  laws  should  be  executed  with  the  greatest 
strictness ;  and  it  was  always  wise  to  take  time 
by  the  forelock. 

Mr.  Blaoeledob  said  that  the  expense  of 
building  the  cutters  would  be  defrayed  by  the 
detection  of  goods  attempted  to  be  smuggled. 
There  had  already  been  many  condemnations. 
They  were  taking  place  every  day.  And  it 
was  to  support  the  laws  that  tjfiese  cutters  had 
been  called  for. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Kbwtok,  that  the  com- 
mittee rise  and  report  the  bill,  it  was  carried — 
yeas  47,  nays  46. 

Thtjesdat,  November  24. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  Babent  Gabdbnibb, 
from  New  York,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  in 
the  House. 


'     Mo2n>AY,  November  28. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  Matthbw  Lyon, 
from  Kentucky,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  in 
the  House. 

Foreign  BeHatiom. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Oamfbbll,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole, 
<m  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  subject 
of  our  foreign  relations. 

The  first  resolution,  in  the  following  words, 
having  been  read : 

Jteaolved,  That  the  United  States  cannot,  without 
a  sacrifice  of  their  rights,  honor,  and  independence, 
Babmit  to  the  late  edicts  of  Great  Bntain  and 
France: 

Mr.  Campbell  opened  the  debate.  He  said 
that  ill  health  had  hitherto  prevented  and  miffht 
hereafter  pt^vent  him  from  giving  that  attention 
to  the  subject  which  the  all-important  crisis 


would  seem  to  require;  it  was,  however,  his 
duty  to  bring  the  subject  before  the  House. 
The  committee  having  in  their  report  presented 
to  the  House  the  view  in  which  they  had  con- 
sidered the  subject  referred  to  them,  and  the 
reasons  generally  which  induced  them  to  pro- 
sent  these  resolutions  to  the  House,  he  said  it 
was  not  his  intention  at  this  time  to  enter  into 
a  discussion  of  tiieir  merits.  Those  reasons  had 
been  deemed  sufficient  by  the  oommittee  to 
justify  them  in  presenting  these  resolotionB  to 
the  House ;  and  as  the  objections  to  this,  if  any 
there  were,  could  not  be  foreseen,  he  would  not 
attempt  to  anticipate  them.  Aocordinff  to  the 
view  which  he  himself  had  taken  of  the  first 
resolution,  it  could  require  no  discussion,  it  was 
too  dear  to  require  demonstration,  and  too  sd^ 
evident  to  need  proof  of  its  propriety.  It  might 
indeed  seem  to  require  an  apology  from  the 
committee  for  presenting  a  proposition  which 
every  American  must  long  since  have  deter- 
mined for  himself.  When  the  question  had 
been  first  presented  to  his  condderation,  it  had 
appeared  to  him  that  it  was  totally  superflnous, 
and  to  be  doing  littie  more  than  announcing  to 
the  world  that  the  United  States  were  still  in- 
dependent ;  but  on  further  consideration,  it  had 
been  deemed  by  the  select  comnuttee  of  some 
importance  that  in  the  present  critical  situation 
of  the  United  States,  they  should  fix  on  some 
point  at  which  all  would  meet.  Ailer  a  peru- 
sal of  the  documents  laid  before  the  House  at 
the  opening  of  the  session,  Mr.  0.  sud  it  had 
been  supposed  that  no  one  would  hesitate  in 
declaring  his  indignation  at  the  flagrant  Yi<^- 
lations  and  encroachments  on  our  rights  by  the 
belligerent  powers,  while  it  had  been  supposed 
that  some  difference  of  opinion  might  exist  as 
to  the  mode  of  resistance.  After  it  was  <Hioe 
determined  that  they  would  not  submit,  that 
they  would  repel  aggression,  it  had  been  sap- 
posed  that  they  might,  with  greater  probability 
of  unanimity,  discuss  the  course  proper  to  be 
pursued.  With  a  view  to  tiiis  the  oommittee 
had  presented  this  resolution  to  the  House.  It 
was  expected  that  all  would  unite  in  it  and 
prove  to  the  world  tiiat  the  Bepresentatives  of 
every  portion  of  the  American  people  were  de- 
termmed  to  maintun  their  rights,  for  the  beDi- 
gerent  powers  really  seemed  to  suppose  that 
the  American  people  had  forgotten  them,  and 
had  therefore  assumed  the  right  of  prescribing 
the  course  of  conduct  which  we  should  pursoe. 
To  submit  to  regulations  of  foreign  powers, 
which  limited  the  conduct  of  the  American 
people,  and  prescribed  the  rules  by  which  they 
were  to  be  governed,  which  pointed  out  the 
very  ports  to  which  they  should  or  should  not 
go,  which  fixed  the  tribute  or  tax  which  they 
should  pay,  would  be  not  only  to  abandon  their 
dignity  and  honor,  but  to  surrender,  shameAiUy 
surrender  our  independence.  Mr.  0.  said  he 
would  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  committee 
in  showing  that  the  Orders  of  Council  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  Decrees  of  France,  were,  on  the 
part  of  those  nations,  an  assumption  of  power 
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to  ff:n  h.'ws  to  Mm  oonntryf .  in  direct  Tioktion 
of  our  neatral  rigfatS)  and  an  encroachment  on 
our  soyereignty.  Thia  wonld  require  no  ail- 
ment. The  real  qnestion  is,  said  he,  ahall  we 
govern  onraelveaor  be  controlled  by  the  will  of 
others;  shall  we  become  tribotarjor  not,  shall 
we  submit  or  be  independent?  And  to  the 
commitlee  he  cheeif ally  left  the  dedsien  of  this 
qneiitioiL 

Mr.  MnmoBD  next  addressed  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole.  He  obaerTed,  that  although  he 
had  the  honor  of  being  one  of  the  Oommittee 
of  Foreign  Relations,  who  framed  the  report 
nnder  ccikisideratioD,  he  dissented  fnHn  that  re^ 
port  in  H»n6  respects.  We  had  now  arrived  at . 
a  momentons  crias  in  the  affiiirsof  our  oonntry, 
and  he  hoped  the  House  would  deliberate  with 
that  finnness  and  moderation  which  became 
the  Bepiesentatives  of  the  free  and  independent^ 
people  they  had  the  honor  to  rejMresent  on  this 
all  interesting  eoncem.  Howeyer  they  might 
difbr  on  smaller  pomts  d  minor  importance, 
yet  when  the  beet  interest  of  the  country  was 
at  stake,  he  hoped  th^  would  unite  in  some 
mode  to  secure  our  nghts  and  promote  the 
interests  of  the  United  Statea.  The  proposi- 
tion which  he  had  the  honor  to  moye  a  few 
days  ^go,  was  consonant  in  some  degree  to  the 
iostroctlons  offered  by  our  Ministers  to  Great 
Britain  and  France,  offering  to  remove  the  em- 
bargo in  relation  to  either  that  should  rescind 
their  obnozioQa  decrees.  Neither  of  them 
having  reoeded,  Mr.  M.  said  he  would  continue 
the  embargo  in  relation  to  them  both.  Nay, 
further,  he  would  inflict  the  severest  penalties 
on  sny  one  who  should  receive  a  license  or 
volnntarilv  pay  tribute  to  either  of  t^em.  He 
considered  them  both  alike.  He  wished  to  see 
the  eonntry  placed  in  a  complete  posture  of 
defence ;  but  he  could  not  see  any  good  reason 
why  we  should  not  trade  with  those  nations 
who  were  wilHn^  to  receive  us  on  friendly 
tenns,  and  to  traoe  with  us  on  the  principles  of 
lecqirocity  and  mutual  interests.  This  would 
not  coBpromit  the  honor  of  the  nation.  Even 
admitting  that  it  might  poa^bly  lead  to  war, 
whidi  he  doubted,  he  was  convinced  that  the 
dtLEens  of  this  country  would  rise  en  masse  in 
siq>port  of  that  commerce  whioh  neither  France 
nor  England  had  any  right  to  interdict  He 
did  presume,  with  aU  the  zeal  of  some  gentle- 
men for  irritating  measures,  it  was  not  seri- 
ooaly  contemplated  to  dedare  war  against  all 
numkind ;  he  was  for  having  at  'least  a  few 
friends  in  case  of  need.  What  was  our  situa- 
tion now?  The  President  of  die  United  States 
had  told  them,  after  speaking  of  France  and 
England,  that  ^our  relations  with  the  oUier 
powers  of  Europe  had  undergone  no  material 
change  ainoe  the  last  session.*'  This  being  the 
case,  our  commerce  was  open  with  them  all 
except  France  and  Great  Britain  and  their  de- 


Kr.  QuiHOT. — ^Mr«  Ohflirmao,  I  am  not,  in 
S^neral,  a  friend  to  abstract,  legislation.    Os- 
tc&titioQs  dedaration  id  generid  principles  is 
You  IV.— 4 


so  often  the  resortof  weakisess  and  of  igno- 
rance, it  is  so  frequently  the.  subterfuge  of  men 
who  are  -willing  to  amuse,  or  who  mean  to  de- 
lude the  people,  that  it  is  with  great  reluetance 
I  yield  to  such  a  course  my  sanction. 

If,  however,  a  formal  denunciation  of  a  de- 
termination to  perform  one  of  the  most  com- 
mon and  undeniable  of  national  duties,  be 
deemed  by  a  m^'ority  of  this  House  essentiid 
to  their  character,  or  to  the  attainment  of  pub? 
lie  confidence,  I  am  willing  to  admit  that  the 
one  now  offered  is  as  unexceptionable  as  any  it 
would  be  likely  to  propose, 
^  In  thia  yiew,rhowever,  I  la^  wholly  out  of 
sight  the  report  of  the  eonmuttee  by  which  it 
is  accompanied,  and  introduced.  The  course 
adyooated  in  that  report  is,  in  my  opmion, 
loathsome;  the  spirit  it  breathes  disgraceful; 
the  temper  it  is  likely  to  inspire  neither  calou* 
lated  to  regain  the  rights  we  have  lost,  nor  to 
preserve  those  which  reoaain  to  ns.  It  is  an 
established  maxim,  that  in  adopting  a  resoln* 
tion  offered  by  a  committee  in  this  House,  no 
member  is  pledged  to  support  the  reasoning, 
or  made  sponsor  for  the  facts  which  they  have 
seen  fit  to  insert  in  it.  I  exercise,  therefore,  a 
common  rights  when  I  subscribe  to  the  resolu- 
tion, not  on  the  principles  of  the  committee^ 
but  on  those  whioh  obviously  result  from  its 
terms,  and  are  the  plain  meaning  of  its  exr 
pr^sions. 

I  agree  to  this  resolution,  beoanse,  in  my  ap- 
prehension, it  offers  a  solemn  pledge  to  this  na- 
tion— ^a  pledge  not  to  be  mistoken,  and  not  to 
be  evaded— that  the  present  system  of  public 
measures  shidl  be  totally  abandoned.  Adopt 
it,  and  there  is  an  end  of  the  policy  of  deserting 
our  rights,  uztder  pretence  of  maintaining  them. 
Adopt  it,  and  we  can  no  longer  yield,  at  the 
beck  of  haughty  belligerents,  the  right  of  navi- 
gating the  ocean,  that  choiee  inheritance  be- 
queathed to  us  by  our  fathers.  Adopt  it,  and 
there  is  a  termination  of  that  base  and  abject 
submission,  by  which  this  country  has  for  these 
eleven  months  been  disgraced,  and  brought  to 
the  brink  of  ruin. 

That  the  natural  inport  and  necessary  impli- 
cation of  the  terms  of  this  resolution  are  such 
as  I  have  suggested,  will  be  i^parent  from  a 
very  transient  consideration.  What  do  its 
terras  necessarily  include?  They  contain  an 
assertion  and  a  pledge.  The  assertion  is,  that 
the  edicts  of  Great  Britiun  and  France  are  con- 
trary to  our  rights^  honor,  and  independence. 
The  pledge  is,  that  we  will  not  submit  to  them, 

Oonceming  the  assertion  contained  in  this 
resolution  I  would  say  nothing,  were  it  not  that 
I  fear  tiiose  who  have  ao  long  been  in  the  habit 
of  looking  at  the  orders  and  decrees  of  foreign 
powers  as  the  measure  of  the  rights  of  our  own 
citizens,  and  been  accustomed,  in  direct  eubser- 
viency  to  them,  of  prohibiting  commerce  alto- 
gether, might  apprehend  that  there  was  some 
lurking  danger  in  such  an  assertion.  They 
may  be  assured  there  can  be  nothing  more 
harmless.    Neither  Great  Britain  nor  France 
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ever  pretended  that  those  edicts  were  oonsisteiit 
with  American  rights;  on  the  contrary,  both 
these  nations  ground  those  edicts  on  the  princi- 
ple of  imperious  necessity,  which  admits  the 
ii^ostice  done  at  the  very  instant  of  executing  the 
act  of  oppression.  No  gentleman  need  to  have 
any  diffictdty  in  screwing  his  conrage  np  to  this 
assertion.  Neither  of  the  belligerents  will  contra- 
dict it  Mr.  Tnrrean  and  Mr.  Erskine  will  both 
<^  them  coontersign  the  declaration  to-morrow. 

With  respect  to  the  pledge  contained  in  this 
resolution,  understood  according  to  its  true  im- 
port, it  is  a  glorious  one.  It  opens  new  pros- 
pects. It  promises  a  chauge  in  the  disposition  of 
this  House.  It  is  a  solemn  assurance  to  the  na- 
tion that  it  will  no  longer  submit  to  these 
edicts.  It  remains  for  us,  therefore,  to  consid- 
er what  submission  is,  and  what  the  pledge  not 
to  submit  implies. 

One  man  submits  to  the  order,  decree,  or 
edict  of  another,  when  he  does  that  thing  which 
such  order,  decree,  or  edict  commands;  or 
when  he  omits  to  do  that  thing  which  such 
order,  decree,  or  edict  prohibits.  This,  then, 
is  submission.  It  is  to  take  the  will  of  another 
as  the  measure  of  our  rights.  It  is  to  yield  to 
his  power — ^to  go  where  he  directs,  or  to  refrain 
irom  going  where  he  forbids  us. 

If  this  ^  submis^on,  then  the  pledge  not  to 
submit  implies  the  reverse  of  all  this.  It  is  a 
solemn  declaration  that  we  will  not  do  that 
thing  which  such  order,  decree,  or  edict  com 
mands,  or  that  we  will  do  what  it  prohibits. 
This,  then,  is  freedom.  This  is  honor.  This  is 
independence.  It  consists  in  taking  the  nature 
of  things,  and  not  the  will  of  another,  as  the 
measure  of  our  rights.  What  Ood  and  Nature 
has  offered  us  we  will  enjoy,  in  despite  of  the 
commands,  regardless  of  the  menaces  of  iniqui- 
tous power. 

Let  us  apply  these  correct  and  undeniable 

frinciples  to  the  edicts  of  Great  Britain  and 
'ranee,  and  the  consequent  abandonment  of 
the  ocean  by  the  American  Government.  The 
de<»rees  of  France  prohibit  us  from  trading 
with  Great  Britam.  The  orders  of  Great  Bri- 
tain prohibit  us  from  tradmg  with  France.  And 
what  do  we?  Why,  in  direct  subserviency 
to  the  edicts  of  each«  we  prohibit  our  citizens 
from  trading  with  either.  We  do  more ;  as  if 
nnqualitied  submission  was  not  humiUating 
enough,  we  descend  to  an  act  of  supereroga- 
tion in  servility ;  we  abandon  trade  altogeth- 
er ;  we  not  only  refraui  from  that  particular 
trade  which  their  respective  edicts  prescribe, 
but,  lest  the  ingenuity  of  our  merchants  should 
enable  them  to  evade  their  operations,  to  make 
submis^on  doubly  sure,  the  American  Govern- 
ment virtually  re-enact  the  edicts  of  the  bellige- 
rents, and  abandon  all  the  trade  which,  not^ 
withstanding  the  practical  effects  of  their  edicts, 
remain  to  us.  The  same  conclusion  will  re- 
sult, if  we  consider  our  embargo  In  relation  to 
the  objects  of  this  belligerent  policy.  France, 
.  by  her  edicts,  would  compress  Great  Britain 
by  destroying  her  commerce  and  cutting  off 


her  supplies.  All  the  continent  of  Europe,  in 
the  'h^d  of  Bonaparte,  is  made  subserrient  to 
this  poUcy.  The  embargo  law  of  the  Uoited 
States,  in  its  operation,  is  a  union  with  this 
continental  coalition  against  British  oommeroe, 
at  the  very  moment  most  auspicioiis  to  its 
success.  Can  any  thing  be  more  in  direct  sab- 
serviency  to  the  views  of  the  Frendi  Emperor  I 
If  we  consider  the  orders  of  Great  Britain, 
the  result  will  be  the  same.  I  proceed  at  pres- 
ent on  the  supposition  of  a  perfect  impartialitf 
in  our  Administration  towards  both  bellige- 
rentS)  so  far  as  relates  to  the  embai^  law. 
Great  Britain  had  two  objects  in  issoing  Iwr 
orders.  First,  to  excite  discontent  in  the  peo- 
ple of  the  continent,  by  depriving  them  of 
their  accustomed  colonial  supplies.  Seoopd, 
to  secure  to  herself  that  conmieroe  of  whid 
she  deprived  neutrals.  Our  embargo  co-ope^ 
ates  with  the  British  views  in  both  respecti 
By  our  dereliction  of  the  ocean,  the  condMOt 
is  much  more  deprived  of  the  advantagea  of 
commeroe  than  it  would  be  posable  for  the 
British  navy  to  effect,  and  by  removing  oar 
competition,  all  the  commerce  of  the  oontineBt 
which  can  be  forced  is  wholly  left  to  be  reaped 
by  Great  Britain.  The  knguage  of  each  aor- 
ereign  is  in  direct  conformity  to  these  ideas. 
Napoleon  tells  the  American  Minister,  rirto- 
ally,  that  we  are  very  good  Americans;  that, 
although  he  will  not  aUow  the  property  he  has 
in  his  hands  to  escape  him,  nor  deost  from 
burning  and  capturing  our  vessels  on  every  oe- 
casion,  yet  that  he  is,  thus  far,  satisfied  with 
our  co-operation.  And  what  is  the  lanl^iuge 
of  George  the  Third,  when  our  Minister  pre- 
sents to  his  consideration  the  embaiigo  lava! 
Is  it  Le£ai  a'aniserat  The  King  will  revert 
upon  them.  No ;  it  is  the  pure  hu^nug^  ^ 
royal  approbation,  Le  BoiU  veut  The  King 
wills  it.  Were  you  colonies  he  conld  expect 
no  more.  His  subjects  as  inevitably  get  that 
commerce  which  you  abandon  as  the  water 
will  certainly  run  into  the  only  channel  whidi 
remains  after  all  the  others  are  obstructed. 
In  whatever  point  of  view  we  consider  th^ 
embargo  laws  in  relation  to  these  edicts  sDd  de- 
crees, we  shall  find  them  co-operating  witb 
each  belligerent  in  its  policy.  In  this  way^  i 
grant,  our  conduct  may  be  impartial ;  bat  wu» 
has  become  of  our  American  rights  to  navigw 
the  ocean  ?  They  are  abandoned,  in  strict  ooor 
formity  to  the  decrees  of  both  beffigerenta. 
This  resolution  declares  that  we  shall  nol^?J?^ 
submit  to  such  degrading  humiliations.  lJt|* 
as  I  relish,  I  will  take  it,  as  the  harbingeroi 
a  new  day— the  pledge  of  a  new  iqrstem  of  mess- 
ures. 


Wednxsdat,  November  80. 

Foreign  JSelatunu. 

Mr.  RiOHABD  M.  Johnson.— I  am  more  *hjJJ 

astonished  to  see   this  House  inundated^ 

every  miul  with  publications,  from  the  J^ 

declaring  that  we  have  no  cause  of  compi«»* 
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against  Great  Britain ;  that  we  should  rescind 
the  prodamation  of  interdict  against  British 
armed  ressek;  that  we  should  r^>eal  the  non- 
importation law ;  that  iht  embargo  should  be 
taken  off  as  to  Great  Britain;  that  we  shonld 
^  to  war  with  France;  that  punctilio  prevents 
a  settlement  of  onr  differences  with  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  inviting  tiie  people  to  violate  and  disre- 
gard the  embargo,  to  pnt  the  laws  and  the  con- 
stitution at  deftiQoe,  and  rise  in  rebellion. 

These  oonsiderationa  induced  me  to  examine 
this  matter,  and  to  prove  to  every  honest  Amer- 
ican, what  we  all  believe  in  this  place,  that  the 
object  of  one  power^  is  to  destroy  our  nentrality 
and  involve  us  in  the  convulsing  wars  of  Eu- 
rope; and  the  object  of  the  other,  a  monopoly 
of  our  commerce,  and  the  destruction  of  our 
freedom  and  indepen^nce^  Let  evidence  as 
eonchasive  as  holy  writ  put  the  enemies  of  this 
insulted  oonnlryto  shame.  We  are  informed 
by  our  Minister  in  London^  (Mr.  Monroe,)  in  a 
eommonioation  dated  August,  1807,  that  a  war 
party  of  powerfiil  combinati^i  and  inflnenoe 
existed  in  Great  Britcdn,  who  wanted  to  extend 
their  ravages  to  this  country;  that  we  could 
not  make  oalcnlations  upon  the  justice  of  Great 
Britain ;  that  in  her  many  assumptions  of  power 
and  principle  she  would  yield  but  from  the  ab- 
solute necessity,  Who  is  this  war  party  %  The 
British  navy,  to  whom  we  have  opened  our 
ports,  and  extended  all  the  hospitalities  of  a 
generous  nation;  while  in  the  ei^joyment  of 
which  that  very  navy  waged  war  against  our 
unoffending  citizens^  The  ship  owners,  the 
East  and  West  India  merohants,  imd  what  cause 
have  they  for  war  f  The  enterprising  citizens 
of  the  United  States  have  been  their  rivals  and 
superiors  in  a  lawfol  and  profitable  commerce ; 
and,  lastly,  political  characters  of  high  consid- 
eration. These  compose  this  war  party.  In 
January,  1804,  in  an  official  communication  of 
Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Monroe  is  chaiged  with  the 
sai^reasion  of  impressment  as  his  primary  ob- 
ject; 2d,  the  definition  of  blockade;  8d,  the 
reduction  of  the  list  of  contraband ;  4th,  the 
enlargement  of  our  trade  with  hostile  colonies. 
The  negotiation  opens,  and  what  is  done  ?  With 
industry  and  exertion  our  Minister  was  unable 
to  bring  the  British  Cabinet  to  any  amicable 
arrangement  Lords  Hawkesbury,  Uarrewby, 
Mulgrave,  and  Mr.  Fox,  succeeded  each  other, 
and  every  attempt  to  negotiate  was  in  vain. 
Each  of  them  brings  expressions  of  good  will 
and  good  disposition  towards  the  United  States, 
and  a  wish  for  amicable  arrangement.  But 
tbeee  professions  and  di^o»tions  evaporate  in 
invitations  to  the  country  and  the  city — ^in 
promises  and  prociastinati<MD8.  To-day  we  are 
amused  with  a  conversation  at  the  foreign  office, 
which  animates  with  a  lively  hope— to-morrow 
hope  is  swallowed  up  in  despair^-and  the  third 
day  announces  some  new  ii^ury.  Affairs  on 
the  continent  now  call  the  attention  of  the  Bri- 
tish Ministry,  and  with  every  di^osition  of 
good  will  there  must  be  a  pauses  In  this  ami- 
cable pause  basiaeBs  required  that  oar  Minister 


^Ould  go  to  CM  Spain ;  but  upon  his  return  to 
England,  what  astonishm^it  seiaed  his  mind  at 
the  sad  spectacle  the  changing  scenes  presented. 
Under  the  old  rule  of  '66,  and  other  inteipola- 
tions  upon  puMic  law,  our  merchant  vess^s  are 
swept  from  the  bosom  of  the  ocean  without  no- 
tice, by  British  (^uisers,  and  carried  mto  British 
ports  for  tsondemnation.  But  why  this  cbange  ? 
A  coidition  had  been  formed  in  the  North 
against  France.  British  gold  ef^ted  it.  Rus- 
sia and  Austria  had  combined  against  France, 
and  here  the  hopes  of  England  rested. 

But  we  all  know  her  hopes  were  blasted. 
This  is  the  reason  why  the  blow  was  aimed, 
and  your  commerce  sacrificed.  The  remon- 
strances of  our  Minister  could  not  keep  pace 
with  new  aggressions.  This  temporizing  policy 
of  England,  and  the  destruction  of  our  com- 
merce, buried  party  spirit  in  America  for  the 
moment,  and  produced  an  indignant  protest 
against  her  conduct,  from  the  great  oommercial 
citieft  in  the  Union,  in  which  their  lives  and 
their  property  were  pledged  to  support  the 
Government  in  measures  of  just  ret^ation.  And 
on  this  occasion  the  merchants  of  Boston  re- 
quested the  Preffldent  to  send  a  spedd  Envoy 
to  England,  to  ^ve  a  greater  solemnity  to  our 
claims  of  indemnity  and  future  security.  The 
caose  of  the  merchants  became  a  common  cause, 
and  the  non-importation  law  was  enacted,  and 
Mr.  Pinkney  sent  as  a  special  Minister,  agree- 
ably to  request.  Let  the  commercial  interest 
cease  to  compUiin.  It  is  for  them  principally 
that  we  now  sufi^r.  These  deeply-inflicted 
wounds  upon  the  commerce  of  America,  in- 
gulfed for  a  moment  the  consideration  m  the 
primary  object  of  Mr.  Monroe^s  mission — ^the 
impressment  of  seamen — and  it  would  seem, 
that  when  our  Minister  pressed  one  great  sub- 
ject of  complaint,  some  greater  outrage  was 
committed  to  draw  our  attention  from  the  for- 
mer injury.  Thus  the  unavainng  exertions  of 
our  Minister  for  upwards  of  two  years  at  the 
Court  of  St  James,  eventuated  in  an  extraordi* 
nary  mission,  and  the  ncm-importation  law;  a 
measure  of  retaliation,  and  whidi  rendered  us 
less  dependent  upon  a  foreign  Government  for 
such  articles  as  can  be  manufactured  at  home. 
To  bring  farther  evidence  of  British  hostilit}^ 
let  us  attend  a  little  to  the  Administration  of 
Mr.  Fox.  He  came  into  office  about  the  1st  of 
February.  On  the  81st  of  May,  information 
was  received  in  London  of  the  extra  mission  of 
Mr.  Pinkney.  Mr.  Monroe,  therefore,  had  an 
opportunity  of  about  four  months  with  Mr. 
Fox  to  setde  our  differences,  without  any  inter- 
ruption, not  even  the  ideal  one  which  has  been 
sQggested,  as  giving  a  temporary  stay  to  the 
negotiation,  viz:  the  waiting  the  arrival  of  Mr. 
Pinkney.  The  United  States  had  a  right  to 
expect  something  like  justice  fh)m  this  able 
Minister,  because  he  entertained  a  sincere  desire 
to  conciliate  the  friendship  of  this  nati<m  b^ 
acts  of  justice.  But  in  this  just  isxpectation  we 
were  disappointed.  The  hoetUity  of  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Cabinet  with  whom  he  was  assodat^ 
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ed,  was  the  real  cause  of  dijOBoolty,  Jojbed  per- 
haps wiUi  his  sadden  indisposition  and  deaths 
Mr*  Fox  acknowledged  oar  rigbt  to  the  colaQial 
trader  he  pvomweS  to  stop  ther  ei^ti^e  and 
•ondeQaoation  of  oar  merofasBt  vessels^  hit 
wheo  pnased  to  answer  oar  evmplaints  ia  writ^ 
- 

^ulti 

spact  t9  the  captaie 
vessels.  Tha»  therg^dden  appWwas  presented 
to  our  gnepf  and  then  soalimed  forerer  IKm 
oar  sights 

Now  let  the  eourai^tee  atteftd  to  the  dMpter 
of  negodatioQ,  which  prodnoed  the  lejecied 
treaty^  JElrst,  the  snbjeot  of  blockade  is  pr^* 
posedy  and  a  definition  demanded.  We  denied 
the  doctrine  of  paper  breastworks^  ^aiioas  and 
SUegitimate  blockades,  to  ber  execatsd  in  every 
sea  by  the  British  Navy,  oi  which  oor  neatnd 
rights  were  the  victims^  Such  as  the  blockade 
of  the  coast  of  Enrope  fit>n»  the  Elbe  toBs^t, 
of  the  Elbe,  the  Weker  and  Ems.  The  whole 
coast  of  Old  Spai%  of  the  DardaneUee,  aad 
Smyraa,  and  of  Gora^oa^  Upon  this  sabject, 
Great  Britain  would  yield  nothing. 

2.  No  doty  can  be  laid  upon  AmevicBQ  ez' 
^ortBf  but  Great  Britain  imposes  a  daty  of  four 
per  cent,  upon  her  exports  to  the  United  States, 
under  the  name  of  a  convoy  duty;  by  which 
duty  the  citizeus  oi  the  United  States  pay  to 
Great  Britain  an  annual  amount  of  |l,aOO,000; 
but  upon  this  Oofiriendly  discrimiDation  she  will 
yield  nothing* 

8.  Upon  the  searo^  of  mewhani  vessels  she 
would  yield  nothing. 

4.  Upon  the  colonial  trade  she  imposed  new 
restrictions*  She  would  yield  nothing  ^  a  trade 
which  produced  the  United  States  revenue  to 
the  amount  of  $I,800y00O  per  annum  >  and  fur- 
nished exports  irom  the  United  States  of  $50,- 
000,000  annaally. 

&«  Upon  the  Weet  India  trade  she  would  yield 
nothing,  and  upon  the  East  India  trade  she  im-^ 
posed  'new*  restrictions* 

6.  Upon  the  impressment  of  seamesy  the  sub* 
ject  was  too  delicate ;  she  was  fi^^ting  lor  her 
existence;  she  would  yield  nothing. 

7*  Upon  the  mutual  navigation  of  the  St* 
Lawrence,  so  important  to  the  Northern  States, 
they  would  yield  nothing;  but  would  demand 
a  monopoly  of  the  for  trade,  and  influenee  oyer 
the  Indians  within  our  own  limits.  Thus  ended 
the  chapter  of  ne^tiation. 

I  twn  with  indignatioQ  from  this  to  a  new 
•peciee  of  iiyuiy,  involving  the  events  connected 
with  and  preceding  the  President's  proclama- 
tion interdicting  the  armed  vessels  of  Great 
Britain  from  our  waters*  I  allude  to  the  eon* 
duct  of  the  officers  of  the  British  navy,  and  the 
evident  connivance  of  the  British  Govemment* 
I  will  only  mention  three  prominent  cases : 

1st  The  Oambrian,  and  other  British  cruis- 
ers, commanded  by  Captain  Bradley,  who  en- 
tered the  port  of  New  YtM-k,  and  in  defiance  of 
the  Government  arrested  a  merchant  vessel,  and 
nnprewed  into  the  ships  of  war  a  number  of 


seamen  and  passengers,  reftised  to  surrender 
them  upon  demand,  and  resisted  the  officers, 
served  with  regular  process  of  kw  for  the  par* 
pose  of  arresting  the  offenders. 

2d*  Tbecase  of  tiie  Leander,  Oapt*  Whitby, 
with  other  Brkidi  armed  veseeh,  hovering 
About  New  Tori,  vexing  the  tiadeof  that  port, 
arresting  a  eoastSng  vessel  of  the  Uafted  Stalea 
byfhiiK  a  cannon,  whidi  entered  tibe  veassl 
asd  kUted  Job  Fierce*  Themurderaf  Pleroe, 
a  fact  so  notoriousy  could  aiot  be  preyed  in  • 
shtfv  trial  iA  JSai^mody  though  the  most  unex- 
ceptionable characters  are  sent  as  wkneasei 
from  ibe  Ui^ted  States;  and  not  even  anex' 
planacien  is  made  to  satisfy  this  country  lor  the 
murder  of  a  dtiseD*  OaO  upon  the  citiBEens  of 
New  York,  who  ssrw  the  bony  of  their  aiangh' 
tered  coantryman  ;  ask  the  meoming  relatives 
of  the  murdered  Pierce^  whether  he  was  slaiB 
or  not  (  But  from  this  tragic  scene  wer  most 
turn  to  one  of  a  deeper  hue* 

8d*  The  attack  upon  the  Chesapeake*  This 
vessel  had  just  left  tbe  shores  olTiiginia,  lewing 
the  British  ship  of  war,  the  Leopiud,  ei^joying 
the  hospitalities  of  our  laws*  Tne  Gbeai^ieake 
wae  bound  to  the  Meditenranean  in  defence  of 
our  rightsv  One  hnndred  and  seventy  Ameri' 
can  tars  weie  on  boardf  who  had  undertaken 
this  honorable  enterprise*  trnsospieiom  of 
harm,  while  their  rough  cheeks  were  bedewed 
with  tearv  in  parting  from  their  friends  and 
country,  their  powder4iorns  em^,  xods  mis- 
laidr  vads  too  large,  fgma  nci  prunedr— all  was 
eonfuflion.  lathis  imhappy  moment  ihe mes- 
senger of  death  comol*  ThetmfortonateBairoa 
letees  to  permit  his  men  to  be  mastered  by  any 
bat  an  Ainerican  officer*  HisGh)vemment  had 
gven  the  command.  This  is  the  proFooation* 
The  vessel  is  attadcedy  and,  without  raalatanoe, 

Stit  are  womded,  tfaiee  are  killed^  and  four 
en  and  carried  into  British  service^  one  of 
whom  has  heea  hung  as  a  nudefaotor  in  Nova 
Scotia*  It  has  been  said  that  the  Goddess  of 
Liberty  was  bom  of  the  ocean.  At  ttas  acdemn 
crisis^  when  the  blood  of  these  American  sea- 
men mingled  with  the  waves,  then  this  sea 
nymph  aiDse  indignant  from  the  angry  billows, 
and,  Ifte  a  redeeming  spirit,  kindled  in  every 
bosom  indignation  and  lesentment*  A  nation 
of  patriots  have  expresasd  their  resenlment,  and 
the  sound  h»  reached  tbe  utmost  beunda  <^tiie 
habitable  worid.  Let  a  reasoning  world  Judge 
whether  the  Fresident'e  prodamatien  was  too 
strong  Ibr  this  state  of  things,  and  whether  it 
should  be  rescinded  without  atonements 

Do  the  wrongs  of  this  nation  end  with  this 
outrage?  No.  Olonda  thicken  upon  ns ;  our 
WTongB  are  still  increased;  during  the  aensi* 
bility  of  this  nation,  and  withont  atonement 
for  the  attack  epon  theOhesapeake,  on  the  16tb 
October,  1807,  a  prodaaiation  issues  froai  the 
Britidi  Cabinet  respecting  seafaring  peraona, 
enlarging  the  principles  of  Ibrmer  encroach* 
ments  upon  the  practice  of  injjpressment.  TMt 
proclamation  makes  it  the  indispensable  duty 
of  her  naval  officers  to  enter  tibe  onarroed  mer-^ 
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dMDt  TQsaels  (tf  tbe  United  States,  and  impress 
as  many  of  the  crew  as  a  pet^  and  interested 
naval  officer  may  without  trial  point  oat  as 
British  scAjects.  The  pretenaion  k  not  con- 
fined to  the  search  after  deserters,  bat  extended 
to  masters,  eaipcntersy  and  naturalized  tntizeas 
of  the  United  States — thas  extmding  their  xnn- 
Dicipallaws  to  oar  merdiant  iwsselsimd  this 
eoontiy,  and  denying  na  the  n^t  of  nttldng 
laws  apoB  tbe  sabject  of  natoraltzation.  Tbe 
partnen  of  British  a»d  Sootoh  merchants  can 
cover  their  property  and  thdr  merchandise  from 
other  Ba&ons  wider  the  neotral  flag  of  the 
United  Statea  to  Leg|h(«l^  Amsterdam,  Ham- 
burg, Ac  But  tbe  patriotic  Irishman  or  £ng- 
fishman  who  hat  soi^t  this  protecting  asytum 
of  liberty,  are  act  secured  by  our  AMg  from  the 
rnthlesB  &ng8  of  a  British  pvess-gang.  And  at 
this  very  moment  our  natiye  «i1i2ens  and  adopt- 
ed brelfcren,  to  a  considerable  Kumbei;  ane 
doomed  to  the  naost  intoleri^le  thraldom  in  the 
British  navy  l^"  Chis  degrading  praodce.  There 
the  freedam  of  our  cioaens  depends  apon  the 
mercy  of  naval  ofiloers  of  Gneat  Britain;  and, 
npoa  this  snlgeet^  every  propooatlom  for  arrange- 
ment is  trampled  down  by  these  mgoat  preteo- 
flioiia.  Infixsaatiaa  was  jast  received  of  the 
execotion  of  the  Berlin  Decree,  when  the  pa- 
pecs  from  every  quarter  aanouAoed  the  exist- 
ence  of  the  British  Orders  is  Coumcil,  making 
asweepiBg  daah  at  oar  rightfal  commerce. 
Something  must  be  done.  The  events  which 
be«n  have  letraeed,  all  pressed  iman  us.  The 
treatment  of  oar  Miniater,  and  bis  unavailing 
exertions;  the  result  of  the  ncjgotiatiott  whkh 
^e  iHrth  to  the  r^eeted  treaty ;  the  oaemo- 
riflla  of  Ibe  merchants ;  the  oulrageoiis  eonduct 
of  the  British  navid  officers  upon  our  seaboard ; 
the  eenmvanceAt  their  coaduet  by  the  British 
Ciovenunent;  the  wrodamation  of  October  14, 
1807;  the  execotioa  of  the  Berfia  Deciee, 
and  the  Orders  in  GooaeiL  These  eon- 
fiideiatioDs  reqaired  the  ana  of  Qovarameat, 
and  at  this  inaospicions  period,  when  the 
doods  which  had  so  lo^g  thraatened  imd 
darkoMd  our  pollticai  horizoa  gathered  to  a 
thick  and  horrible  tempest,  which  now  seemed 
about  to  Varst  apoa  our  devoted  natton,  the 
embargo  snatched  oar  proper^  from  the  stoip, 
and  deprived  die  thunaeri[>olt  of  its  real  «alamp> 
tie&  The  «fieets«f  this  measu»  at  heme  and 
abroad,  noiwithataading  its  iaconveniencea, 
will  best  attest  the  wuidom  of  the  measure, 
which  win  be  moreasedinita  efficacy  by  a  total 
Bon-importation  law.  As  a  measure  of  coer- 
cion upon  other  natiens,  I  not  only  have  the 
strongest  hopes,  but  also  a  rational  confidence 
m  it,  founded  upon  the  most  conclnsive  ovi- 
deaee.  The  nasrepreseatations  in  this  country, 
the  viohitions  of  the  ombaigo,  add  the  hope  of 
changing  tiie  parties  in  the  United  States,  or  of 
prpdo<n^  a  separation  j&i  the  States;  these 
nuflcalcnlations  have  deatcoyed  entirely  tiie  effi- 
cacy of  this  measure,  and  been  a  main  cause 
vhy  Qreat  Britain  has  not  relaxed  in  her  in|a8- 
tetowAda  AmATifta^    Attdif  WO  am  rigidlj 


enforce  this  system,  my  >confidence  is  undimin- 
ished, my  faitfc  strong,  thaft  the  CTnited  States 
will  have  reasonable  terms  offened  to  Abenu 
Tet  tbe  violators  of  your  laws  have  been  the 
gveat 'Cause  why  the  present  state  of  things  has 
•been  protracted.  They  are  as  Infamoua  as  the 
«oowbpys  in  the  Sevokilion,  who  embodiBd 
theaisdves  tofeed  onr  enemies  with  tbe  onlyoow 
of  a  weeping  widow,  or  a  poor  soldier  who  was 
figfatiqg  for  his  comrfay.  The  oommeroe  of  t^ 
United  £tatw  witSi  the  West  indies,  the  Ckm- 
tmeat  of  Europe,  and  Oveat  Britain,  wiA  pae- 
eent  to  this  oonaaittee  Ifae  e^lcfence  upon 
whi^  tide  faith  is  bottomed.  The  United 
States  have  furnisbed  the  West  Indies  with  the 
essentials  of  existence)  and  also  have  afforded  a 
naarket  for  the  colonial  prodooe  of  those  idanda. 
In  fact,  ^tuBy  cannot  five  without  provisiona 
fi«om  the  United  States  ia  the  preseat  state  of 
tbe  worid.  These  islands -have  been  nednoed  to 
wsetohednessand  waatalrea^^  notwtthataad* 
ing  the  violations  of  the  ambargo,  and  flour,  we 
learn,  has  been  as  Uffh  as  $20,  |S0,  $40,  $60, 
and  $80  per  barrel.  Thevast  hnportanee  of  t^ese 
possessions  alone,  to  the  mother  country,  aois^ 
have  been  anfficient  to  have  produced  a  settle- 
ment of  our  differences,  ifather  ocasiden^na 
had  not  preveated.  Attand  to  the  trade  witih 
Ea^aad  and  the  continent  previous  to  tibe 
Orders  ia  OoundL  the  aannid  anorts  of 
British  maaufactures  i»  the  United  Statea 
amount  to  twelve  million  pounds  stalling.  Ea 
exchange  for  tiiese  manufactured  articles,  Great 
Britain  aeeeives  to  the  amount  of  four  millioa 
pomada  steriing  in  tobaoeo,.  cotton,  wheat,  and 
the  substantials  of  life.  The  eight  miDiona 
which  remain  4ue  auost  be  jpaid  in  money  or 
bilk.  To  caise  this  money,  the  American  mer* 
chants  carry  to  the  Continent  of  Europe  pro* 
duee  of  the  Unifted  States  to  tibe  amount  of  this 
eight  miHiona,  which  is  sold,  and  the  amount 
rraoitted  to  the  merdiants  In  Loadon  to  pay 
the  debts  of  our  merchants.  This  trade  is  now 
destroyed  by  tbe  Orders  in  CoandJ^  aad  not 
the  emhargo— for  this  yerj  measure  has  satrad 
our  iwaseb  from  aaptore,  onr  merchaadifle  fhmt 
oondemaation,  and  onr  seamen  from  impxess- 
ment 


TaaBSDAT,  December  L 
Another  member,  to  wit,  Thoicas  IfiooBS; 
irom  Sonth  Carolina,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat 
in  the  House. 

Jbsss  B  Thokaa,  the  del^ate  from  Hie  f  ndi- 
aaa  Territory,  returned  to  eerve  in  the  room  of 
BEXJAMnr  Pabsx,  who  hath  resigned  his  seat^ 
appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  iiis  seat  in  Ihe 
House. 


TussDav,  December  4. 
Foreign  Bela0i0ng^ 
Tliereport  of  tlM»  Committee  on  For«gn  Belai- 
tions  bemg  again  before  the  House,  and  the 
foestion  stul  on  the  first  resolution — 
He  Gtaouoa  said:  Mc  Speaker^  ware  I  to 
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yield  to  my  embarraasment  on  the  present  ooca- 
rion,  I  should  not  trespass  on  yoor  indulgence. 
But  when  I  reflect  upon  the  great  national  im- 
portaoce  of  the  question  now  before  the  House, 
and  upon  the  high  responsibility  which  its  deci- 
sion must  attach  to  me  as  one  of  the  Represen- 
tatiyes  of  the  people;  I  am  impelled,  from  con- 
siderations of  duty,  to  assign  to  you  the  reasMis 
by  which  I  am  influenced. 

It  has  been  said,  sir,  with  great  truth,  that 
the  present  is  an  extraordinary  crisis.  It  seems 
inde^  to  hare  been  reserved  for  the  age  in 
which  we  live^  to  witness  a  combination  of  po- 
litical events  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of  time. 
Almost  the  whole  civilized  world  has  been  with- 
in a  few  years  convulsed  by  wors^  battles^  and 
conquests^  Kingdoms  and  empires  have  been 
revolutionized ;  and  we  b^old  a  vast  continent 
assuming  a  new  aspect  under  a  new  dynasty. 
Those  laws  which  from  tune  immemorial  have 
prescribed  and  limited  the  conduct  of  nations, 
are  now  contemptuously  prostrated,  innocent 
neutrality  is  bani^ed  from  the  ocean,  and  we 
hear  a  grim  tyrant  asserting  himself  the  sover- 
eign of  the  seas.  Thus  the  most  essential  part 
of  the  globe  is  attempted  to  be  partitioned  be- 
twetfi  two  domineering  rival  belligerents^  Sir, 
it  would  have  been  a  subject  of  the  sincerest 
felicitation  if  our  happy  country  could  have 
been  ex^npt  from  this  universal  concussion. 
But  we  are  fated  to  share  evils  in  the  production 
of  which  we  have  had  no  participation.  In  in- 
quiring, Mr.  Speaker,  into  the  causes  of  these 
evils  and  the  policy  by  which  we  are  to  be  ex- 
tricated from  them,  I  am  conscious  of  two  things 
— of  my  utter  incompetency  to  the  elucidation 
of  so  great  a  subject,  and  of  the  unavoidable 
necessity  of  touching  upon  ground  already  occn- 
pied  by  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me  in 
this  debate. 

When,  sir,  I  recur  to  the  resolutions  reported 
by  the  dommittee  of  Exterior  Relations,  I  find 
one  which  proposes  resistance  to  the  edicts  of 
Great  Brftam  and  France;  and  another  which 
recommends  a  system  of  non-intercourse  b^ 
tween  the  United  States  and  those  countries. 

In  hearing  the  first  resolution  treated  as  an 
abstract  proposition,  mv  astonishment  has  been 
not  a  little  excited.  I  have  always  understood 
an  abstract  proposition  to  be  the  assertion  of 
some  general  principle  without  an^  specific  ap- 
plication. Here  is  a  distinct  position,  with  a 
direct  reference  to  particular  orders  and  decrees. 
The  resolution  therefore  is  itself  specific  and  ap- 
propriate^ to  use  the  apt  terms  of  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  Qir,  Dana).  But  before  we 
can  determine  upon  the  proprietj^  or  impropriety 
of  the  resolutions,  to  me  it  appears  indispensable 
that  we  should  examine  attentively  and  minutely, 
not  only  the  situation  of  this  country  in  relation 
to  France  and  Britain,  but  also  the  injuries  and 
aggressions  they  have  committed  upon  our  neu- 
tnu  rights. 

In  doing  this  I  regret  extremely  that  I  shall 
wound  the  delicate  taste  and  exquisite  sensibility 
of  my  laamed  coUeagud  (Mr.  kabdoiI^hX  who 


addressed  you  yesterday.  I  shall  take  no  pleas- 
ure in  the  retrospection  which  seeiha  so  much 
to  disgust  that  gentleman ;  but  I  do  not  know 
how  else  to  And  Justification  for  the  measnr«s 
we,  I  trust,  shall  pursue,  and  to  expose  the  prof- 
ligacy of  our  enemies.  The  regular  dmcnasion 
of  the  first  resolution  would  seem  naturally  to 
lead  us  to  a  review  of  the  edicts  of  Great  Britain 
and  France.  When  we  say  we  will  not  submit 
to  their  edicts ;  it  cannot  be  ami^  although  I 
acknowledge,  sir,  the  undertaking  is  an  unpleas- 
ant one,  to  inquire  into  the  nature  and  extent 
of  those  edicts;  I  therefore  will  endeavor,  with- 
in as  narrow  limits  as  possible,  to  exhibit  to  the 
view  of  the  indignant  American,  the  Tarious 
wanton  aggressions  which  have  boen  committed 
by  both  these  powers  upon  his  commercial 
rights.  And,  sir,  whenever  we  look  for  the 
chief  source  of  our  difficulties,  we  must  turn  to- 
wards Great  Britain.  Then  let  us  examine  the 
principal  items  in  he^  account. 

On  8th  June,  1T93,  the  British  Government 
issued  an  Order  of  GouncE  to  stop  and  detain 
for  condemnation,  ressels  laden  with  com,  fiour, 
or  meal,  and  bound  to  France,  whose  people 
were  then  almost  in  the  act  of  starving,  and  of 
course  we  were  deprived  of  an  excellent  market 
for  those  articles. 

On  ath  November,  1798,  an  order  iasued  to 
stop  and  detain  ships  laden  with  the  produce  of^ 
or  carrying  provisions  to,  the  colonies  of  France. 

On  2l6t  March,  ITS^,  she  issued  a  prochuna- 
tion  declaring  the  United  Provinces  m  a  state 
of  blockade,  and  thereby  excluding  neutral 
commerce  without  any  actual  inyestment. 

On  16th  May,  180^,  a  proclamation  declaring 
the  blockade  of  the  coast  from  the  Elbe  to 
Brest,  inclusive. 

On  Tth  January,  1807,  an  order  prohibitiDg 
neutral  vesseb  from  trading  frt>m  one  port  to 
another  of  the  enemy  or  bis  allies. 

On  11th  May,  1807,  a  proclamation  dedaring 
the  blockade  of  the  coast  between  the  Ubi, 
Weser,  and  Ems. 

On  11th  May,  1807,  a  proclamation  declaring 
the  blockade  oi  the  Dardanelles  and  Smyrna. 

In  October,  1807,  a  proclamation,  ordering 
British  offiders  to  impress  from  American  ves- 
B^  all  such  of  their  crews  as  migfat  be  taken  ^ 
mist€jBm  for  British' subjects. 

On  11th  November;  1807,  Orders  ib  OoudcQ 
were  issued  interdicting  idl  neutral  commerce  to 
any  port  of  Eun^e  from  whi'di  the  British  flag 
was  excluded;  directing  that  neutrals  should 
trade  to  such  perts  only,  under  British  license 
and  with  British  clearances— that  aU  ships  des- 
tined before  the  issuing  of  the  orders  to  any  of 
the  said  ports,  should  go  into  a  British  port,  and 
that  all  vessels  having  ^^certificates  of  (origin" 
should  be  lawfttl  prize. 

On  1 1th  November,  1807,  an  Order  in  Goondl 
was  issued,  declaring  void  the  legal  transfer  of 
vessels  from  the  enemies  oi  JMtiun,  to  neutrals 
or  others. 

^  In  1808,  yarious  acts  of  Parliament  have  been 
passed,  carrying  theorderaof  the  llthof  Novem* 
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ber,  1807,  into  ezeontiox).  Thej  impose  a  spe- 
cific tax  on  a  variety  of  artiolea  of  American 
merchandise  allowed  to  be  re-expori^d  to  tbe 
continent  of  Europe,  for  example,  on  tobacco, 
12i,  6d.  storting  per  cwt ;  on  indigo,  2s.  per  lb. ; 
pork,  17#.  dd.  per  cwt ;  cotton,  9d.  per  lb. ; 
and  on  all  other  articles  not  enamerated  in  the 
act,  a  duty  of  forty  per  cent  is  exacted  on  re- 
exportation. 

On  8th  Jannary,  1808,  a  proclamation  issned 
declaring  the  blodcade  of  Oarthagena,  Cadiz,  and 
St  Lacar,  and  all  the  ports  between  the  first 
and  last  of  these  places. 

In  the  Antamn  of  1808,  in  order  that  plunder 
might  commence  from  the  very  moment  of  the 
expected  repeal  of  the  embargo,  the  IVench 
W^t  India  islands  were  declared  in  a  state  of 
bfockade. 

I  will  forbear,  sir,  at  this  time  from  comment- 
ing on  tbe  habitnal  impressment  of  American 
citizens,  by  Great  Britain;  the  ill^^  condem- 
naUon  of  American  vessels  under  what  tbey 
can  the  mle  of  1756 ;  the  spnrions  blockades  of 
British  commanders,  and  the  consequent  spolia- 
tions on  oar  commerce.  Nor  will  I  detain  the 
House  by  relating  the  story  of  Captain  Bradley, 
commander  of  the  Cambrian,  who  in  the  face  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  and  in  contempt  of  the 
civil  authority  of  the  United  States,  dragged 
yonr  citizens  into  slavish  captivity.  The  case 
too  of  the  British  ship  Leander  may  remain  un- 
told— the  enonnity  of  that  transaction  is  writ- 
tiBx  in  indelible  diaracters,  with  the  blood  of 
our  countrymen.  The  invitation  of  the  British 
Ministry  to  yonr  merchants  to  violate  the  em- 
baigo,  and  the  burning  of  a  friendly  ship  of  war 
(the  Impetnenx)  in  yonr  own  waters,  are  circum- 
stances too  light  to  be  noticed.  I  feel  no  dispo- 
sition, ei&er,  to  portray  the  affiur  of  the  Chesa- 
peake. The  ghosts  of  the  murdered  are  yet 
unavenged  for  that  horrid  and  perfidious  deed ! 

I  will  now  advert,  sir,  to  the  principal  inju- 
ries coonnitted  bv  France  on  the  neutral  com- 
merce of  the  TJmted  States.  They  conmst  in 
the  execution  of  three  decrees,  to  wit : 

The  Berlin  decree  of  the  21st  November, 

1806,  declaring  the  British  islands  in  a  state  of 
blockade,  and  that  no  vessel  having  been  at  or 
coming  directiy  from  England  or  her  colonies, 
flhall  enter  at  a  French  port 

The  IGlan  decree  of  the  17th  December, 

1807,  declaring  lawful  prize  every  vessel  that 
has  suffered  the  visit  of  an  English  vessel,  sub- 
mitted to  an  Eng^h  voyage,  or  paid  duty  to 
the  En^iah  Government ;  and  ^so,  every  vessel 
conuQg  from  the  ports  of  Engknd  and  her  colo- 
nies. 

The  Bayonne  decree  of  April,  1808,  which 
subjects,  as  it  is  said,  and  I  believe  not  doubted, 
all  American  vessels  found  upon  the  high  seas 
since  the  embargo,  to  capture  and  oonfi^tion. 

Here,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  end  the  black  cata- 
logue of  iniquitous  outrages  and  restrictions 
Bpon  neutral  commerce— restrictions  whidi  are 
acknowledged  to  depend  for  their  support  upon 
no  other  ground  Uian  that  of  retaliation.    Whilst 


I  protest  against  the  principle  of  retaliatmg 
upon  an  enemy  through  the  medium  of  a  friend, 
yet  these  orders  and  decrees  have  no  claim  even 
to  that  principle.  Because  France  and  Britain 
both  agree  that  the  right  of  retaliation  does  not 
accrue  before  the  neutral  has  acquiesced  in  the 
aggressions  of  the  enemy.  We  have  never  ac- 
.quiesced  in  the  aggressions  of  either,  and  tiiere- 
fore,  upon  their  own  reasoning,  ought  not  to  be 
liable  to  the  operation  of  the  principle  for  which 
they  unjustiy  contend.  But,  sir,  can  we  quit 
this  subject  without  looking  more  particularly 
at  the  consequences  which  result  from  this  series 
of  injuries  ? 

In  reviewing  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain 
towards  this  country,  we  perceive  a  continua- 
tion of  encroachments,  designed  only  for  the 
utter  destruction  of  our  oonuneroe.    This  dis- 
poeition  is  manifest  in  every  order  and  proclar 
mation  she  has  issued  since  the  year  1798.    If 
this  were  not  her  object,  why  sach.  a  continued 
system  of  illegitimate  blockades?     Why  so 
many  vexatious  restrictions  upon  neutral  trade, 
tending  to  destroy  competition  on  our  part  in 
the  continental  markets?    I  might  trace  the 
scheme  a  little  further  back,  and  a&,  whence  the 
outrages?  the  orders  of  June  and  November, 
1798.  which  produced  Jay's  treaty  ?    A  treaty 
which  I  am  sorry  to  say,  did  not  guarantee  to 
us  mutual  and  reciprocal  rights,  and  which  was 
no  sooner  ratified  than  violated  by  British  per« 
fidy.    But,  sir,  I  will  not  speak  of  trivial  matr 
ters,  like  these;   they  are  of  no  consequence 
when  we  reflect  upon  other  topics.    The  pre- 
tended blockade  of  almost  every  port  upon  the 
Baltic ;  the  blockade  of  the  eastern  and  southern 
coasts  of  the  North  Sea,  unaccompanied  by  any 
naval  force;   the  nominal  investment  of  the 
ports  on  the  south  of  the  British  channel,  and 
on  the  European  coast  of  the  Mediterranean 
sea ;    the  occlusion  of  the  Bhick  Sea,  by  the 
blockade  of  the  Dardanelles  and  Smyrna,  and 
in  fine  the  blockade  of  all  the  places  from  the 
Straits  of  Gibraltar  to  the  Arctic  .Ocean,  are 
acts  which,  notwithstanding  their  unexampled 
enormity  in  themselves,  sink  into  perfect  insig- 
nificance, when  we  consider  the  base  attempts 
meditated  by  the  orders  of  November,  1807, 
and  the  consequent  statutes  of  Parliament,  to 
rednce  this  country  again  to  a  state  of  colonial 
slavery  I    Sir,  at  the  very  thought  of  these  in- 
famous orders  and  acts  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, I  feel  emotions  of  indignation  and  con- 
tempt, to  repress  which  would  be  dishonorable. 
What,  sir?  American  vessels  to  be  arrested,  in 
a  lawful  commerce,  upon  *^  the  highway  of  na- 
tions :  "  to  be  forcibly  carried  into  British  porta, 
and  tnere  either  condemned,  or  else  compelled 
before  they  can  prosecute  their  voyage  to  take 
British  clearances  and  pay  a  British  tax  t    And 
if  the  owner  of  the  cargo  shall  be  unable  to  pay 
the  amount  of  tax,  he  has  the  consolation  left 
him  of  seeing  his  property  burnt!     Sooner 
would  I  see  every  vessel  and  every  atom  of  our 
surplus  produce  make  one  general  conflagrati<Hi 
in  onr-  own  country.    For  what  purpose  was 


Digitized  by 


Google 


56 


ABBIDGMENT  OF  TH£ 


H.  w  R.] 


Fcrtigik  BdatioiiB. 


[DaoKMBB^  IdOa 


the  Bevolntion,  in  which  the  blood  and  treasure 
of  our  ancestors  were  the  price  of  independence, 
if  we  are  now  to  be  taxed  \>j  Britain?  The 
highest  authority  in  the  Union  cannot  oonstitn* 
tionally  tax  the  exports,  which  are  in  part  the 
products  of  the  labor  of  the  American  people ; 
yet  tlie  British  Grovernment  has  presamptnondy 
undertaken  to  do  it.  I,  sir,  for  one  must  pro-, 
test  against  any  thing  like  submission  to  this 
conduct  But  let  ns  see  what  we  should  get  by 
submission.  So  far  from  gaining,  it  will  be  easy 
to  demonstrate,  that  if  we  were  to  submit,  we 
should  be  only  remunerated  with  ^sgrace  and 
ruin« 


Wbdnesdat,  December  7. 

Mr.  Bat  presented  memorials  from  sundry 
late  officers  in  the  Pennsylvania  line  of  the  Re- 
volutionary army,  stating  that,  from  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  the  memorialists,  they  have 
been  compelled  to  dispose  of  the  certificates  of 
pay  and  commutation  granted  them  for  military 
services  rendered  to  the  United  States ;  and 
praying  such  relief  in  the  premises  as  to  the 
wisdom  and  justice  of  Congress  shall  seem  meet. 

llr.  Whabtok  presented  a  petition  from  sun- 
dry late  officers  of  the  Massachusetts,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Maryland,  Virginia,  and  Korth  Carolina 
^es  of  the  said  Bevolutionary  arm,  to  the  like 


The  said  memorials  and  petition  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DusBu.  moved  that  the  House  do  come 
to  the  following  resolution : 

Betoived,  lliat  it  be  the  dnty  of  the  Clerk  of  this 
House  to  fiimish  the  RepresentatiTes  in  Congress 
from  each  State  in  the  Union,  for  the  time  being,  and 
the  Delegates  from  each  of  the  Territories  thereof, 
with  one  o<»>y  of  evezy  pnblio  docoment,  including 
the  laws  and  jonmals  printed  by  otder  of  the  Uouse, 
to  be  by  them  transmitted  to  the  principal  seminaiy 
of  learning  in  ead^  State  and  Temtozy,  respectively. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Baook,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Foreign  Eelatums, 
The  House  then  resumed  the  oonnderation 
of  the  first  member  of  the  first  resolution  re- 
ported on  Thursday  last,  from  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  which  was  depending  yesterday  at 
the  time  of  adjournment,  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit: 

'*  Betolved,  That  the  United  States  cannot,  withont 
a  sacrifice  of  their  rights,  honor,  and  i&dependence, 
sobmit  to  the  late  edicts  of  Great  BritahL" 

Mr.  G.  W.  Cahfbux  concluded  his  observa- 
tions of  yesterday,  as  given  entire  in  preceding 


QuxNOT. — ^Mr.  Speaker,  I  offer  myself  to 
l^e  view  of  this  House  with  a  very  sensible  em- 
barrassment, in  attempting  to  follow  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Campbell) 
—<k  gentleman  who  holds  so  distinguished  a 
station  on  this  floor,  through  thy  blessing,  Mr. 


Speaker,  on  his  talents  and  industry.  I  place 
myself  with  much  reluctance  in  competitioa 
with  this,  our  great  political  ^neos,  an  illoatri- 
ous  leader  of  antiquity,  whom,  in  his  present 
relations,  and  in  his  present  objects,  the  gentle- 
man fr*om  Tennessee  not  a  uttle  resembles; 
since,  in  order  to  evade  the  ruin  impending 
over  our  cities — taldng  my  honorable  colleague 
(Mr.  Bacon)  by  one  hand,  and  the  honorable 
ffentleman  from  Maryland  QSx.  Mohtqoxkbt) 
by  the  other  (little  lulus  and  wife  Oreusa) — be 
is  posting  away  into  the  woods  witli  Pather 
Anchises  and  aU  the  household  gods. 

When  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  this 
House  a  few  days  ago,  I  touched  this  funoos 
report  of  our  Committee  of  Foreign  Rdations 
perhaps  a  little  too  carelessly ;  perhaps  I  bandied 
it  a  fittle  too  roughly,  considering  its  taider 
age,  and  the  manifest  delicacy  of  its  constitution. 
But,  sir,  I  had  no  idea  of  anecting  very  exquis- 
itely^ the  sensibilities  of  any  gentleman.  I  thongjKt 
that  this  was  a  common  report  of  one  of  our 
ordinary  committees,  which  I  had  a  right  to 
canvass  or  to  slight,  to  applaud  or  to  censure, 
without  raising  anv  extraordinary  ooncerDf 
either  here  or  elsewhere.  But,  from  the  gen- 
eral excitement  which  my  inconsiderate  treat- 
ment of  this  subject  occasions,  I  fear  that  I  have 
been  mistaken.  This  con  be  no  mortal  fabric, 
Mr.  Speaker.  This  must  be  that  image  which 
fell  down  from  Jupiter,  present  or  futnre. 
Surely,  nothing  but  a  being  of  celestial  origin 
would  raise  such  a  tumult  in  minds  tempered 
like  those  which  lead  the  destinies  of  this  House. 
Sir,  I  thonght  that  this  report  had  been  a  com- 
mon piece  of  wood — inutile  lignumr-^yast  such 
a  piece  of  wood  as  any  day-laborer  misht  have 
hewed  out  in  an  hour,  had  he  health  and  a 
hatchet.  But  it  seems  that  our  honorable  chaii^ 
man  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations, 
maluit  eue  Deum,  Well,  sir,  I  have  no  objec- 
tions. If  the  workmen  will,  a  god  it  shall  bo. 
I  only  wish,  that  when  gentlemen  bring  their 
sacred  things  upon  this  floor,  that  tiiey  would 
blow  a  trumpet  before  them,  as  the  heathens 

a  on  such  occasions,  to  the  end  that  idl  true 
evers  may  prepare  themselves  to  adore  and 
tremble,  and  that  all  unbelievers  may  turn  aside, 
and  not  disturb  their  devotions. 

I  assure  gentlemen  that  I  meant  to  commit 
no  sacrilege.  I  had  no  intention,  sir,  of  can- 
vassing very  strictly  this  report.  I  supposed, 
that  when  it  had  been  published  and  ciroolated, 
it  had  answered  all  the  purposes  <^  its  authors, 
and  I  felt  no  disposition  to  interfere  with  them. 
But  the  House  is  my  witness  that  I  am  oom« 
pelled,  by  the  clamor  raised  on  all  sides  by  the 
friends  of  the  Administration,  to  descend  to  par- 
ticulars, and  to  examine  it  somewhat  minutely. 

My  honorable  colleague  (Mr.  Baoon)  was 
pleased  the  other  day  to  assert : Sir,  in  re- 
ferring to  his  observations,  on  a  former  occasion, 
I  beg  the  House  not  to  imagine  that  I  am  aboot 
to  follow  him.  No,  sir ;  I  will  neither  follow 
nor  imitate  him.  I  hang  upon  no  man's  skirta  ; 
I  run  barking  at  no  man^  heeL    I  canvass  prio- 
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cq^  and  measnres  solely  ^ith  a  view  to  the 
gnat  interoBtB  of  my  oountry.  The  idea  of  per- 
floiud  Tietory  is  lost  in  the  total  absorption  of 
sense  and  mind  in  the  impending  consequences. 
I  say  he  was  pleased  to  assert  uat  I  had  dealt 
in  general  allegations  against  this  report,  with- 
out pointing  out  any  particular  ol^jection.  And 
the  honorable  chairman  (Mr.  Oaxpbbix^  has 
reiterated  the  duui^  Both  have  treated  this 
alleged  omisaioa  with  no  little  asperity.  Tet, 
sir,  it  is  veiy  remarkable,  that,  so  fiur  from  deal- 
ing in  genend  allegations,  I  explicitly  stated  my 
objections.  The  alternatives  nresented  by  the 
report — ^war  or  sai^)ensi(»i  of  onr  rights,  and 
the  reoommendation  of  the  latter,  rather  than 
take  the  risk  of  the  former,  I  expressly  censored. 
I  went  fixrther.  I  compared  these  alternatives 
with  an  extract  from  an  address  made  by  tlie 
first  Continental  Congress  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Great  Britain,  and  attempted  to  show,  by  way 
of  contrast,  what  I  thought  the  disgraceftd 

E'\  of  the  report.  Tet,  these  gentlemen  com- 
that  I  dealt  in  general  allegations.  Before 
Be,  sir,  they  will  have,  I  hope,  no  reason  to 
repeat  soch  objections.  I  trost  I  shall  be  parti- 
coiar,  to  their  content. 

Before  entering  npon  an  examination  of  this 
report,  it  may  be  nseinl  to  recollect  how  it  ori- 
gnated.  By  the  third  section  of  the  second 
article  of  the  constitntion,  it  is  declared  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States  ''  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  give  to  Congress  information  of 
the  state  of  the  Union,  and  recommend  to  their 
coDfiideration  each  measures  as  he  shall  judge 
necessary  and  expedient."  It  is,  then,  the  duty 
of  the  President  to  recommend  such  measures 
as  in  his  judgment  Congress  ought  to  adopt.  A 
great  cmiB  is  impending  over  our  oountry.  It 
is  atime  of  ahirm,  and  peril,  and  distress*  How 
has  the  President  performed  this  conatitntional 
doty?  Why,  after  recapitulating^  in  a  formal 
ICess^ge,  onr  dangers  and  his  triius,  he  express- 
es bis  confidence  that  we  shall,  '*  with  an  un- 
erring regard  to  the  essential  rights  and  interests 
of  the  nation,  weigh  and  compare  the  painfhl 
alternatives  out  of  which  a  choice  is  to  be 
made,"  and  that  ^'  the  alternative  chosen  will 
be  maintained  with  fortitude  and  patriotism.'* 
In  this  way  our  Chief  llagistrate  performs  his 
duty.  A  storm  is  approaching;  the  captain 
calls  his  choice  hands  upon  deck ;  leaves  the 
mdder  swinging,  and  sets  the  crew  to  scuffle 
abo«it  aUenuUweg/  This  Message,  pregnant 
with  nondescript  alternatives,  is  received  by 
tfaisHoQse.  And  what  do  we?  W^,  consti- 
tate  a  great  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations, 
snd,  lest  they  should  not  have  their  attention 
eompietely  occupied  by  the  pressing  e:dgencies 
of  those  with  France  and  Great  Britain,  they 
ire  endowed  with  the  whole  mass^British, 
Spanish,  and  French ;  Barbary  Powers  and  In- 
dian neighbors.  And  what  does  this  committee 
dot  Why,  after  seven  days'  solemn  conclave, 
they  present  to  this  Hoose  an  illustrious  report, 
losded  with  alternatives— nothing  but  altema- 
tives.   The  cold  meat  of  the  pafaee  is  hashed 


and  served  up  to  us,  piping  hot,  from  our  com* 
mittee  room. 

In  considering  this  report,  I  shall  pay  no  at^ 
tention  to  eith^  its  be^nning  or  its  conclusion. 
The  farmer  consists  of  diavin^  firom  old  docu- 
ments, and  the  latter  of  birdlime  for  new  con- 
verts. The  twelfth  page  is  the  heart  of  this 
report;  that  I  mean  to  canvass.  And  I  do  as- 
sert, that  there  is  not  one  of  all  the  principal 
positions  contained  in  it  wUloh  is  true,  in  the 
sense  and  to  the  extent  assumed  by  the  oom- 
mittee.    Let  us  examine  each,  separately : 

**  Yoar  committee  can  perceive  no  other  alterna- 
tive but  alject  and  degrading  submission,  war  with 
both  nations^  or  a  eontinnazice  and  enforoement  of 
the  present  eoi^naon  of  onr  oommeroe." 

Here  is  a  tri-forked  alternative.  Let  us  con- 
sider each  branch,  and  see  if  either  be  true,  in 
the  sense  assumed  by  the  committee.  The  first 
— *'  abject  and  degrading  submission'' — ^takee 
two  things  for  granted :  that  trading,  pending 
the  edicts  of  France  and  Great  Britain,  is  sul^ 
mission ;  and  next  that  it  is  submission,  in  its 
nature,  abject  and  degrading.  Neither  is  true. 
It  is  not  submission  to  tivide,  pending  those 
edicts,  because  they  do  not  command  yon  to 
trade ;  they  command  you  n^t  to  trade.  When 
you  refuse  to  trade,  you  submit ;  not  when  you 
carry  on  that  trade,  as  far  as  yon  can,  whidi 
they  prohibit.  Again,  it  is  not  true  that  such 
trading  is  abject  and  disgraceful,-  and  that,  too^ 
upon  tiie  principles  avowed  by  the  advocates  d 
this  report.  Trading,  while  these  edicts  are 
suspended  over  onr  commerce,  is  submissloni 
say  diey,  because  we  have  not  physical  Ibrce  to 
resist  the  power  of  these  belligerents ;  of  course^ 
if  we  trade,  we  must  submit  to  these  restrictions, 
not  having  power  to  evade  or  break  through 
them.  Now,  admit  for  the  sake  of  argument^ 
(what  however  in  met  I  deny,)  that  the  belli- 
gerents have  the  power  to  carry  into  eflTect  their 
decrees  so  perfectiy;  that,  by  reason  of  the 
orders  of  Great  Britain,  we  are  physically  dis* 
abled  from  going  to  France ;  and  that,  by  the 
edicts  of  France,  we  are  in  like  manner  disabled 
from  going  to  Great  Britain.  If  sach  be  our 
case,  in  relation  to  these  powers,  the  question  is, 
whether  submitting  to  exercise  all  the  trade 
which  remains  to  us,  notwithstanding  tiiese 
edicts,  is  ^*  abject  and  degrading." 

In  the  first  place,  I  observe,  that  submiasioii 
is  not,  to  beings  constitnted  as  we  are,  idwavs 
^^  abject  and  degrading."  We  submit  to  the 
decrees  of  Providence— to  the  laws  of  onr  na- 
ture. Absolute  weakness  submits  to  absolnta 
power;  and  Uiere  is  nothing  in  such  subnussion 
shameM  or  degrading.  It  is  no  dishonor  for 
finite  not  to  contend  with  infinite.  There  is  no 
loss  of  reputation  if  creatures,  such  as  men, 
perform  not  imposdbilities.  If  then  it  be  true, 
in  the  sense  asserted  by  some  of  the  advocates 
of  this  report,  that  it  is  physically  impossible 
for  us  to  trade  with  France  and  Great  Britain 
and  their  dependencies,  by  reason  of  these 
edicts,  still  there  is  nothing  ^^  abject  or  degrad- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


58 


ABBIDGMENT  OTf  THE 


H.  OF  It] 


JFon(g%  Mationa, 


[DSCBMBKBy    1808. 


ing"  in  canying  on  saxik  trade  as  tiiese  edicts 
leave  open  to  na,  let  it  be  never  so  small  or 
so  trifling ;  which,  however,  it  might  be  easily 
shown,  as  it  has  been,  that  it  is  neither  the  one 
nor  the  other.  Sir,  in  this  point  of  view,  it  is 
no  more  disgraceful  for  us  to  trade  to  Sweden, 
to  China,  to  the  Northwest  coast,  or  to  Spain 
and  her  dependencies — not  one  of  which  conn- 
tries  is  now  indnded  in  those  edicts — ^than  it  is 
disgracefnl  for  ns  tb  walk,  because  we  are  nnable 
to  fly ;  no  more  than  it  is  shameful  fbr  man  to 
nse  and  enjoy  the  surface  of  this  globe,  beoanse 
he  has  not  at  his  command  the  whole  circle  of 
nature,  and  cannot  range  at  will  over  all  the 
glorious  spheres  which  constitute  the  universe. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Gamp- 
bbll)  called  upon  us  just  now  to  tell  him  what 
was  disgracefm  submission,  if  carrying  on  com- 
merce under  these  restrictions  was  not  such  sub- 
mission. I  will  tell  that  gentleman.  That  sub- 
mission is  ^^  abject  and  disgraceful  '*  which 
yields  to  the  decrees  of  frail  and  feeble  power, 
as  though  thej  were  irresistible ;  which  takes 
counsel  of  fear,  and  weighs  not  our  comparative 
force;  wbich  abandons  the  whole,  at  a  sum- 
mons to  deliver  up  a  part ;  which  makes  Hiq 
will  of  others  the  measure  of  rights,  which  Gfod 
and  nature  not  only  have  constituted  eternal  and 
nnalienable,  but  have  also  endued  us  with  ample 
means  to  maintain. 

My  argument  on  this  clause  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  may  be  presented  in  this  form : 
eitiier  the  United  States  have  or  they  have  not 
physical  ability  to  carry  on  commerce  in  de- 
fiance of  the  edicts  of  both  or  of  either  of  these 
nations.  If  we  have  not  physical  ability  to 
carry  on  the  trade  which  they  prohibit,  then  it 
is  no  disgrace  to  exercise  that  commerce  which 
these  irresistible  decrees  permit.  If  we  have 
such  physical  ability,  th^  to  the  degree  in 
which  we  abandon  that  commerce  which  we 
have  power  to  carry  on,  is  our  submis&ion 
'^abject  and  disgraceful."  It  is  yielding  without 
a  struggle;  it  is  sacrificing  our  rights,  not  be- 
cause we  have  not  force,  but  because  we  have 
not  spirit  to  maintain  them.  It  is  in  this  point 
of  view  that  I  am  disgusted  with  this  report.  It 
abjures  what  it  recommends;  it  decbdms,  in 
heroics,  against  submission,  and  proposes,  in 
creepii^  prose,  a  tame  and  servUe  subserviency. 

It  canndt  be  concealed,  let  gentlemen  try  as 
much  as  they  will,  that  we  can  trade^  not  only 
with  one,  but  with  both  these  belligerents,  not- 
withstanding these  restrictive  decrees.  The  risk 
to  Great  Britain  against  French  capture  scarcely 
amounts  to  two  per  cent.;  that  to  France 
against  Great  Britain  is  unquestionably  much 
greater.  But,  what  is  that  to  us?  It  is  not  our 
fault,  if  the  power  of  Britain  on  the  ocean  is 
superior  to  that  of  Bonaparte.  It  is  equal  and 
exact  justice  between  both » nations  for  ns  to 
trade  witli  both, '.as  far  as  it  is  Lnour  power. 
Great  as  the  power  of  Britain  is  on  the  ocean, 
the  enterprise  and  intrepidity  of  our  merchants 
are  more  than  a  match  for  it  They  will  get 
yoor  products  to  the  Continent  in  soite  of  her 


navy.  But  suppose  they  do  not ;  suppose  they 
fail,  and  are  captured  in  the  attempt ;  -what  is 
that  to  ns?  After,  we  have  given  them  fuH 
notice  of  all  their  dangers,  and  perfect  warnings 
either  of  our  inability  or  of  onr  determination 
not  to  protect  them,  if  they  take  the  risk,  it  is 
at  their  periL  And,  upon  whom  does  the  loss 
fall  ?  As  it  does  now,  through  the  operation 
of  your  embargo,  on  the  planter,  on  the  farmer, 
on  the  mechanic,  on  the  cay-laborer f  No,  sir; 
on  the  insurer— on  the  capitalist— on  thoee  who 
in  the  full  exercise  of  their  intelligence,  ap- 
prised of  all  the  circumstances,  are  wiDi^g  to 
take  the  hazard  for  the  sake  of  the  profit. 

I  will  illustrate  my  general  idea  by  a  snppo- 
sitioiL  There  are  two  avenues  to  the  ocean 
from  the  harbor  of  New  York — ^by  the  Karrowa, 
and  through  Long  Island  Sound.  Snppoee  the 
fieets,  both  of  Fruice  and  Great  Britain,  ahofold 
block  up  the  Narrows,  so  that  to  pass  them 
would  be  physically  Unpossible^n  the  relative 
state  of  our  naval  force. .  Will  gentlemen 
seriously  contend  that  there  would  be  any  thing 
"  abiect  or  disgraoeftil,''  if  the  people  of  New 
York  should  submit  to  carry  on  their  trade 
through  the  Sound?  Would  the  remedy  far 
this  interference  with  our  rights  be  abandoning 
the  ocean  altogether?  Again:  suppose,  that 
instead  of  both  nations  blockading  the  same 
point,  each  should  station  its  force  at  a  different 
one — ^France  at  the  mouth  of  the  Sound,  Britain 
at  the  Narrows.  In  such  case,  would  staying 
at  home,  and  refhsing  any  more  to  go  upon  the 
sea,  be  an  exercise  of  independence  in  ue  citi- 
zens of  New  York  ?  Great  philosophers  may 
call  it  ^^  dignified  retirement,"  if  they  wilL  I 
call  it,  and  I  am  mistaken  if  the  people  would 
not  call  it,  "  base  and  abject  submission.''  Sir, 
what  in  such  a  case  would  be  true  honor  ?  "Why, 
to  consider  well  which  adversary  is  the  weakest, 
and  cut  our  way  to  our  rij^ts  tiirongh  the  path 
which  he  obstructs,  mving  removed  the 
smaller  impediment,  we  should  return  with 
courage,  strengthened  by  trial  and  animated  by 
success,  to  the  relief  of  our  rights,  firom  the 
pressure  of  the  strongest  assailant  But,  all  this 
IS  war ;  and  war  is  never  to  be  incuned.  If 
this  be  the  national  principle,  avow  it;  tell 
your  merchants  you  wiU  not  protect  them ;  bnt, 
for  Heaven's  sake,  do  not  deny  them  the  power 
of  relieving  their  own  and  the  nation's  bnraens, 
by  the  exercise  of  theh*  own  ingenuity.  Sir, 
impassable  as  the  barriers  offered  by  tbeae 
edicts  are  in  the  estimation  of  members  on  this 
fioor,  the  merchants  abroad  do  not  estimate 
them  as  insurmountable.  Their  anxiety  to  riak 
their  property,  in  defiance  of  them,  is  full  evi- 
dence of  this.  The  ereat  danger  to  mercantile 
ingenuity  is  internal  envy— the  corrosion  of 
weakness  or  prejudice.  Its  external  hazard  la 
ever  inflnitely  smaller.  That  practical  intelli- 
gence which  this  class  of  men  possesses,  beyond 
any  other  in  the  community,  excited  by  self- 
interest— the  str(»gest  of  human  passions — la 
too  elastic  to  be  confined  by  the  limits  of  ex- 
terior human  powers,  however  great  or  nneon»> 
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moD.  Bnild  a  Chinese  wall,  and  the  wit  of  your 
merchants,  if  permitted  freely  to  operate,  will 
break  through  it  or  overleap  it,  or  xmdercreep  it. 


"  miUe  adde  catenas 


Efltbgiet  tame%  hado  sceleratoi  vincola  Proteus." 

The  second  branch  of  the  altematiyes  under 
consideration  is  equaU^  deceptive — "  War  with 
both  nations.'^  Can  this  ever  be  an  alternative  ? 
IKd  you  ever  read  in  history,  can  you  conceive 
in  fancy,  a  war  of  two  nations,  each  of  whom 
is  at  war  with  the  other^  without  a  union  with 
one  against  the  other  mimediately  resulting? 
It  cannot  exist  in  nature.  The  very  idea  is 
absurd.  It  never  can  be  an  alternative,  whe- 
ther we  shall  find  two  nations  each  hostile  to 
the  other.  But  it  may  be,  and  if  we  are  to 
fight  at  al],  it  is  a  very  serious  question,  which  of 
the  two  we  are  to  select  as  an  adversary.  As  to 
the  third  branch  of  these  celebrated  alternatives, 
'^  a  continuance  and  enforcement  of  the  present 
system  of  commerce,"  I  need  not  spend  time  to 
show  that  this  does  not  include  all  the  alterna- 
tives which  exist  undpr  this  head — since  the 
committee  immediately  admit,  that  there  does 
exist  another  alternative,  ^*  partial  repeal," 
about  which  they  proceed  to  reason. 

The  report  proceeds.  "The  first"  (abject 
and  degrading  submission)  **  cannot  require 
any  discussion."  Certainly  not.  Submission 
of  that  quality  which  the  committee  assume, 
and  with  the  epithets  of  which  they  choose  to 
invest  it,  can  never  require  discussion  at  any 
time.  But,  whether  trading  under  these  orders 
and  decrees  be  such  submission,  whether  we 
are  not  competent  to  resist  them  in  part,  if  not 
in  whole,  without  a  total  abandonment  of  the 
exerdse  of  aU  our  maritime  rights,  the  com- 
paraUve  effects  of  the  edicts  of  each  upon  our 
oommeroe  and  the  means  we  possess  to  influ- 
ence or  control  either,  are  all  fair  and  proper 
subjects  of  discussion ;  some  of  which  the  com- 
mittee have  wholly  neglected  and  none  of  which 
have  they  examined,  as  the  House  had  a  right 
toexpect. 

The  committee  proceed  ^'  to  dissipate  the  illu- 
sion "that  there  is  any  f*  middle  course,"  and 
to  reassert  the  position  before  examined,  that 
^*  there  is  no  other  alternative  than  war  with 
both  nations,  or  a  continuance  of  the  present 
System."  This  portion  they  undertake  to  sup- 
port by  two  assertions.  First,  that  "  war  with 
one  of  the  belligerents  only,  would  be  submis- 
mon  to  the  edicts  and  will  of  the  other."  Sec- 
ond, that  "  repeal  in  whole  or  in  part  of  the 
embargo,  must  necessarily  be  war  or  submission." 

As  to  the  first  assertion,  it  is  a  miserable  fal- 
lacy, confounding  coincidence  of  interest  with 
suljection  of  will ;  things'  in  their  nature  pal- 
pably distinct.  A  man  m&y  do  what  anouier 
wills,  nay,  what  he  commands,  and  not  act  in 
submission  to  his  will,  or  in  obedience  to  his 
command.  Our  interest  or  duty  may  coincide 
with  the  Une  of  oonduct  another  presumes  to 
prescribe.  Shall  we  vindicate  our  independ- 
enee  at  the  expense  of  our  social  or  moral 


obligations?  I  exemplify  my  idea  in  this  way. 
Two  bullies  beset  your  door,  from  which  there 
are  but  two  avenues.  One  of  them  forbids  you 
to  go  by  the  left,  the  other  forbids  you  to  go  by 
the  right  avenue.  Each  is  willing  that  yon 
should  pass  by  the  way  which  hepermits.  In 
such  case,  what  will  you  do  ?  Will  you  keep 
house  forever,  rather  than  make  choice  of  the 
path  through  which  you  will  resume  your  ex- 
ternal rights  ?  You  cannot  go  both  ways  at 
once,  you  must  make  your  election.  Yet,  in 
making  such  election,  you  must  necessarily 
coincide  with  the  wishes  and  act  according  to 
the  commands  of  one  of  the  bullies.  Yet  who,* 
before  this  committee,  ever  thought  an  election 
of  one  of  two  inevitabtle  courses,  made  under 
such  circumstances,  *^  abject  and  degrading  sub- 
mission "  to  the  will  of  either  of  the  assailants  9 
The  second  assertion,  that  *^  repeal  in  whole  or 
in  part  of  the  embargo  must  necessarily  be  war 
or  submission,"  the  committee  proceed  to 
maintain  by  several  subsidiary  assertions,  first 
— ^*a  general  repeal  without  arming  would  be 
submission  to  both  nations."  So  far  from  this 
being  true,  the  reverse  is  the  fkct;  it  would  be 
submission  to  neither.  Great  Britain  does  not 
say,  "you  shall  trade  with  me."  France  does 
not  say,  "  you  shall  trade  with  me."  If  this  was 
the  language  of  their  edicts,  there  might  be  some 
color  for  the  assertion  of  the  committee,  that 
if  we  trade  with  either  we  submit.  The  edicts 
of  each  declare  yon  shall  not  trade  with  my  ad- 
versary. Our  servile  knee-crooking  embargo 
says,  "you  shall,  therefore,  not  trade."  Can 
any  submission  be  more  palpable,  more  "  abiect, 
more  disgraceftd  ?  "  A  general  repeal  without 
arminff,  would  be  only  an  exercise  of  our 
naturd  rights,  under  the  protection  of  our 
mercantile  ingenui^,  and  not  under  tiiat  of 
physical  power.  Whether  our  merchants  shall 
arm  or  not,  is  a  question  of  political  expediency 
and  of  relative  force.  It  may  be  very  true  that 
we  can  fight  our  way  to  neither  country,  and 
yet  it  may  be  also  very  true,  that  we  may 
cany  on  a  very  important  commerce  with  both. 
The  strength  of  the  national  arm  may  not  be 
equal  to  contend  with  either,  and  yet  the  wit 
oi  our  merchants  may  be  over-match  for  the 
edicts  of  all.  The  question  of  arming  or  Aot 
arming,  has  reference  only  to  the  mode  in 
which  we  shall  best  enjoy  our  rights,  and  not 
at  all  to  the  quality  of  the  act  of  trading  during 
these  edicts.  To  exercise  oommeroe  is  our  ab- 
solute right.  If  we  arm,  we  may  possibly  ex- 
tend the  field  beyond  that  which  mere  inge- 
nuity would  open  to  us.  Whether  the  extension 
thus  acquired  be  worthy  of  the  risk  and  expense, 
is  a  fair  question.  But,  decide  it  either  way, 
how  is  trading  as  far  as  we  have  ability,  made 
less  abject  than  not  trading  at  all? 

I  come  to  the  second  subsidiary  assertion. 
^*  A  general  repeal  and  arming  of  merchant  ves- 
sels, would  be  war  with  both,  and  war  of  the 
worst  kind,  suffering  the  enemies  to  plunder  ua, 
without  retaliation  upon  them." 

I  have  before  exposed  the  absurdity  of  a 
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war  with  two  beUkereata,  each  hostile  to  the 
other.  It  cannot  be  true,  therefore,  that  ^  a 
general  repeal  and  arming  oar  merchant  ves- 
sels,"  would  be  such  a  war.  Neither  if  war 
resulted,  would  it  be  **  war  of  the  worst  kind." 
In  my  humble  apprehension,  a  war,  in  which 
our  enemies  are  permitted  to  plunder  us,  and 
our  merchants  not  permitted  to  defend  their 
property,  is  somewhat  worse  than  a  war  like 
this ;  in  which,  with  arms  in  their  hands,  our 
brave  seamen  might  sometimes  prove  too  strong 
for  their  piratical  assailants.  Bj  the  whole 
amount  of  property  which  we  might  be  able 
to  preserve  by  these  means,  would  such  a  war 
be  oetter  than  that  in  which  we  are  now  en- 
gaged. For  the  committee  assure  us,  that  the 
aggressions  to  which  we  are  subject,  *^  are  to 
^intents  and  purposes  a  maritime  war,  waged 
witii  botii  nations  against  the  United  States.** 

The  last  assertion  of  the  committee,  in  this 
most  masterly  page  is,  that  *^  a  partial  repeal 
must  from  the  situation  of  Europe,  necessarily 
be  actual  submission  to  one  of  the  aggressors, 
and  war  with  the  other."  In  the  name  of  com- 
mon sense,  how  can  this  be  true  ?  The  trade 
to  Sweden^  to  Spain,  to  China,  is  not  now 
affected  by  the  orders  or  decrees  of  either  ^1- 
ligerent.  Haw  is  it  submission,  then,  to  these 
orders  for  us  to  trade  to  Gottenburg,  when  nei* 
ther  France  nor  Britain  command,  nor  pro- 
hibit it )  Of  what  consequence  is  it  to  us  what 
way  die  Gottenburg  merchant  disposes  of  our 
products,  after  he  has  paid  us  our  price  ?  I  am 
not  abont  to  deny  that  a  trade  to  Gottenburg 
would  defeat  tiie  purpose  of  coercing  Great 
Britain,  tiirouffh  the  want  of  our  supplies,  but 
I  reason  on  the  report  upon  its  avowed  prin- 
ciples. If  gentlemen  adhere  to  their  sjrstem,  as 
a  means  of  coercion,  let  the  Administration 
avow  it  as  such,  and  support  the  system,  by 
arguments^  such  as  their  Mends  use  every  day 
on  this  floor.  Let  them  avow,  as  those  friends 
do^  that  this  is  our  mode  of  hostility  against 
Great  Britain.  That  it  is  better  than  ^'baJl  and 
gonpowdw.'*  Let  them  show  that  the  means 
are  adequate  to  the  end;  let  them  exhibit  to  us, 
beyond  the  term  of  all  this  sufferiiur,  a  happy 
ftdvation,  and  a  glorious  victory,  and  the  peo- 
ple may  then  submit  to  it,  even  without  mur- 
mur. But  while  the  Administration  support 
their  system  only  as  a  munidpal  regulation,  as 
a  means  of  safety  and  preservation,  those  who 
canvass  their  principle  are  not  called  upon  to 
oonteet  with  tnem  on  ground,  whidi  not  only 
they  do  not  take,  but  which,  officially,  they 
disavow.  As  partial  repeal  would  not  m  suIh 
minion  to  either,  so.  also,  it  would  not  be  war 
with  either.  A  traae  to  Sweden  would  not  be 
war  with  Great  Britain;  that  nation  is  her  ally, 
and  ahe  permits  it.  Nor  with  France,  thou^ 
Sweden  is  her  enemy,  she  does  n6t  prohibit  it. 
Ah  I  but  sav  the  committee,  *^  a  measure  which 
would  supply  exclusively  one  of  the  belligerents, 
would  be  war  with  the  other."  This  is  the 
State  secret ;  this  is  the  maater-key  to  the  whole 
poMoy.    You  must  not  only  do  what  the  letter 


of  these  orders  prohibits,  but  yon  moat  not  sin 
i^ainst  the  spirit  of  them.  The  great  purpose 
is,  to  prevent  your  product  from  getting  to  our 
enemy,  and  to  effect  this  you  must  not  only  so 
act  as  to  obey  the  terms  of  the  deoreea,  but 
keeping  the  great  purpose  of  them  alwaya  in 
sight,  you  must  extend  their  oonstractioa  to 
cases  which  they  cannot^  by  any  rule  of  reason, 
be  made  to  include. 

Sir,  I  have  done  with  this  report  I  would  not 
have  submitted  to  the  task  of  canvassing  it^  if 
gentiemen  had  not  thrown  the  gauntlet  with 
tiie  air  of  sturdy  defiance.  I  willingly  leave  to 
this  House  and  the  nation  to  decide  whether 
the  position  I  took  in  the  commencement  of  my 
argument  is  not  maintained;  that  there  is  not 
one  of  the  principal  positions  contained  in  the 
13th  page,  the  heart  of  this  report,  which  is 
true,  m  the  sense  and  to  the  extent  assumed  by 
the  committee. 

It  was  under  these  general  impressiona  that  I 
used  the  word  "  loath^me,"  which  has  so  often 
been  repeated.  Sir,  it  may  not  have  been  a  weil 
chosen  word.  It  was  that  which  happened  to 
come  to  hand  first.  I  nfeant  to  express  nay  di»- 
gust  at  what  appeared  to  me  a  mass  of  bold  as- 
sumptions, and  of  illy-cemented  sophisms. 

I  Hud,  also,  that  *^  the  spirit  which  it  breath- 
ed was  disgraceful.''  Sir,  I  meant  no  reflection 
upon  the  committee.  Honest  men  and  wise 
men  may  mistake  the  character  of  the  sfilrit 
which  they  recommend,  or  by  which  thejr  are 
actuated.  When  called  upon  to  reason  con- 
ceminff  that  which,  by  adoption,  is  to  become 
identified  with  the  national  character,  I  am 
bound  to  speak  of  it  as  it  appears  to  m^vition.  I 
may  be  mistaken.  Tet^  I  ask  the  question :  is  not 
the  spirit  which  it  breathes  disgracefU  ?  Is  it 
not  disgracefhl  to  abandon  the  exercise  of  all 
our  commercial  rights,  because  our  rivals  in- 
terfere with  a  part ;  not  only  to  refrain  fit>m 
exercising  that  trade  which  they  prohibit,  but 
for  fear  of  giving  <^ence,  to  decline  that  whidi 
they  permit?  Is  it  not  disgraceful,  after  in- 
flammatory recapitulation  of  insults,  and  plun- 
derings,  and  burnings,  and  confiscations,  and 
murders,  and  actual  war  made  upon  us,  to  talk 
of  nothing  but  alternatives,  of  general  declam- 
tiotts,  of  still  longer  suspenaon  of  our  rights,  and 
retreating  farther  out  of  ^harm's  way!  **  If 
this  course  be  adopted  by  my  country,  I  hope  I 
am  in  error  eoncerning  its  r^  character.  But 
to  my  sense,  this  whole  report  is  nothing  else 
than  a  recommendation  to  us  6f  the  abandon- 
ment of  our  essential  rights  and  apologies  for 
doing  it. 

Before  I  sit  down,  I  feel  m  vself  compelled  to 
notice  some  observations  which  have  been  made 
in  different  quarters  of  this  House  on  the  re- 
marks which,  at  an  early  stage  of  this  debate, 
I  had  the  honor  of  submitting  to  its  considera- 
tion. My  honorable  colleague  (Mr.  Baoon)  was 
pleased  to  represent  me  as  appealing  to  the 
people  over  the  heads  of  the  whole  Government, 
against  the  authority  of  a  law  which  had  not 
only  the  sanction  of  aU  the  legiabtive  branches 
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of  the  Gorernmenti  bot  also  of  the  Jndioiaiy. 
8ir,  I  made  no  such  appeal.  I  did  not  so  much 
•9  threaten  it.  I  admitted,  expressly,  the  bind- 
ing anthority  of  the  lav.  Bat  I  claim  a  right, 
irhioh  I  erer  wfll  daim,  and  ever  will  exercise, 
to  ur^  on  this  floor,  mj  opinion  of  the  nncon- 
ititntionality  of  a  lav,  uid  my  reasons  for  that 
opinioD,  as  a  Tatid  gromid  for  its  repeal.  Sir, 
I  will  not  on]y  do  this,  I  will  do  more.  If  a 
law  be.  in  my  i^prehension,  dangerons  in  its 
principles,  rninons  in  its  eonseqnenoea,  above 
^  if  it  be  nnoonstitational,  I  will  not  fail  in 
e? ery  fnr  and  bonorabk  way  to  awaken  the 
people  to  a  senae  of  their  peril ;  and  to  qnicken 
them,  by  the  exercise  of  their  constitntional 
pariTilegeai  to  Tindicate  themaelTes  and  their 
posterity  firom  min. 

My  honorable  coUeagne  (Mr.  Baoon)  was 
abo  pleaied  to  refer  to  me,  ^^  as  a  man  of  divi- 
■Qos  and  distinctions,  waging  war  with  adrerba, 
and  dealing  in  figures. "  Sir,  I  am  sorry  that 
my  h<»M)nible  eoUeagne  shonld  stoop  "  from  his 
pride  of  place,"  at  such  humble  game  as  my 
poor  style  presents  to  him.  Certainly,  Mr. 
Dpeaker,  I  cannot  bot  confess  that,  ^^  deeming 
h^  "  of  the  atation  which  I  hold ;  standing,  as 
it  wen,  in  the  awful  presence  of  an  assembled 
people,  I  am  more  than  ordinarily  anxious,  on 
all  occasions,  to  select  the  best  thou^ts  in  my 
narrow  stordiouse,  and  to  adapt  to  them  the 
most  araropriate  drees  in  my  intellectual  ward- 
lobe^  I  know  not  whether,  on  this  accoimt,  I 
am  justly  obnoxious  to  the  aroerity  of  my 
hcMioiaUe  colleague.  But,  on  the  subject  of 
figures,  sb,  this  I  know,  and  cannot  refrain 
from  assuring  this  House  that,  as  on  the  one 
hand,  I  dudl,  to  the  extent  of  my  hnmble 
talents,  always  be  ambitious,  and  never  cease 
striving  to  make  a '  decent  figure  on  this  fioor ; 
so,  on  the  other,  I  never  can  be  ambitious,  but, 
on  the  eontrary,  shall  ever  strive  chiefly  to 
avoid  cutting  a  figure  like  my  hon<mible  ool- 


^  gentleman  fiv>m  Georgia,  (Mr.  Tboup,) 
the  other  day,  told  this  House  that,  if  com- 
meree  were  permitted,  such  was  the  state  of  our 
foreign  relations,  none  but  bankrupts  would 
cury  on  trade.  Sir,  the  honorable  gentleman 
has  not  attained  correct  information  in  this 
psrticular.  I  do  not  believe  that  I  state  any 
thing  above  the  real  fieust,  when  I  say  that:  on 
the  day  this  Legislature  assembled,  one  hundred 
vessels,  at  leart,  were  lying  in  the  different 
ports  and  harbors  of  New  England  loaded,  rid- 
ing at  sini^  anchor,  ready  and  anxious  for 
nothing  so  much  as  for  your  leave  to  depart. 
Gertslnly,  this  does  not  look  much  like  any 
doubt  tibat  a  field  of  advantageous  commerce 
woold  open,  if  you  would  unbar  the  door  to 
yeor  citazena.  That  this  was  the  case  in  Mas- 
tachusettalknow.  Before  I  left  that  part  of  the 
eountry,  I  had  several  applications  from  men, 
who  stated  that  they  had  property  in  such 
atoationa,  and  soliciting  me  to  give  them  the 
csriieBt  information  of  your  probable  policy. 
The  men  so  applying,  I  can  assure  the  House, 


I  were  no  bankrupts ;  but  intelligent  merchants, 
shrewd  to  perceive  tbeur  true  interests ;  keen 
to  pursue  them.  The  same  honorable  gentle- 
mian  was  also  pleased  to  speak  of  '*•  a  paltry 
trade  in  potash  and  codfish,"  and  to  refer  to  me 
as  the  Representative  of  men  who  raised  ^*  bee^ 
and  pork,  and  butter  and  cheese,  and  potatoeif 
and  cabbages."  Well,  sir^  I  confess  the  fact  I 
am  the  Representative,  m  part,  of  men,  the 
products  of  whose  industry  are  beef  and  pork, 
and  butter  and  cheese,  and  potatoes  and  cab- 
bages. And  let  me  teH  that  honorable  gentle- 
man, that  I  would  not  yield  the  honor  of  rep- 
resenting such  men,  to  be  the  Representative 
of  all  the  growers  of  cotton  and  rice,  and  tobac- 
co and  indigo,  in  the  whole  world.  Sir,  the 
men  whom  I  represent,  not  only  raise  those 
humble  articles,  but  they  do  it  with  the  labor 
of  their  own  hands,  with  the  sweat  of  thdr 
own  brows.  And  by  this,  th^  habitual  mode 
of  hardy  industry,  they  acquire  a  vigor  of  nerve, 
a  strength  of  muscle,  and  spirit  of  intelligence, 
somewhat  characteristic.  And  let  me  say  to 
that  honorable  gentleman,  that  the  men  of 
whom  I  speak  will  not,  at  his  call,  nor  at  the 
invitation  of  any  man  or  set  of  men  from  his 
quarter  of  the  Union,  undertake  to  ^^  drive  one 
another  into  the  ocean."  But,  on  the  contrary, 
whenever  they  once  realize  that  their  rights  are 
invaded,  they  will  uidte,  like  a  band  of  brothera, 
and  drive  their  enemies  there. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
(Mr.  JoHMBOV,)  speaking  of  the  embargo,  said, 
that  this  was  the  kind  of  confiict  wluch  our 
fathers  waged;  and  my  honorable  ooUeague 
(Mr.  Baoon)  niade  a  poor  attempt  to  confound 
this  poHcy  with  the  non-intercourse  and  non- 
importation agreement  of  1774  and  1775.  Sir, 
nothing  can  be  more  dissimilar.  The  non-inter- 
course and  non-importation  agreement  of  that 
period,  so  fiir  from  destroying  commerce,  fos- 
tered and  encouraged  it.  The  trade  with  Great 
Britain  was  indeed  voluntarily  obstructed,  but 
the  enterprise  of  our  merchuits  found  a  new 
incentive  in  the  commerce  with  all  the  other 
nations  of  the  globe,  which  succeeded  immedi- 
ately on  our  escape  from  the  monopoly  of  the 
mother  country.  Our  navigation  was  never 
suspended.  The  field  of  commerce  at  that  period, 
so  far  from  being  blasted  by  nestiferous  regula- 
tions, was  extended  by  the  enect  of  the  restric- 
tions adopted. 

But  let  us  grant  all  that  they  assert.  Admit, 
for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  the  embargo^ 
which  restrains  us  now  from  communication 
with  all  the  world,  is  precisely  sxponymoua 
with  that  non-intercourse  and  non-importation 
which  restrained  us  ihea  from  Great  Britain. 
Suppose  tiie  war,  which  we  now  wage  with  that 
nation,  is  in  every  respect  the  same  as  that 
which  our  fathers  waged  with  her  in  1774  and 
1775.  Have  we  from  the  effects  of  their  trial 
any  Hvely  hope  of  success  in  our  present  at- 
tempt? Did  our  others  either  effect  a  change 
in  her  injurious  policy  or  prevent  a  war  by 
non-intercourse  ?    Sir,  they  did  neither  the  one 
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nor  the  other.  Her  policy  was  never  changed 
nntil  she  had  been  beaten  on  onr  soil,  in  an 
eight  years'  war.  Onr  fathers  never  relied  npon 
non-interconrse  and  non-importation,  as  meas- 
nres  of  hostile  coercion.  They  placed  their 
dependence  npon  them  solely  as  means  of 
pacific  inflnence  among  the  people  of  that  na- 
tion. The  relation  in  which  this  conntry  stood 
at  that  time  with  regard  to  Great  Britain,  gave 
a  weight  and  a  potency  to  those  measures  then, 
which  in  onr  present  relation  to  her,  we  can 
neither  hope  nor  imagine  possible.  At  that 
time  we  were  her  Colonies^  a  part  of  her  family. 
Our  prosperity  was  essentially  hers.  So  it  was 
avowed  in  this  conntry.  So  it  was  admitted  in 
Great  Britain.  Every  refusal  of  intercourse 
which  had  a  tendency  to  show  the  importance 
of  these  then  colonies  to  the  pcu'ent  conntry,  of 
the  part  to  the  whole,  was  a  natural  and  a  wise 
means  of  giving  weight  to  our  remdnstrances. 
We  pretended  not  to  control,  but  to  inflnence, 
by  making  her  feel  our  importance.  In  this 
attempt  we  excited  no  national  pride  on  the 
other  dde  of  the  Atlantic.  Onr  success  was  no 
national  degradation,  for  the  more  we  developed 
our  resources  and  relative  weight,  the  more  we 
discovered  the  strength  and  resources  of  the 
British  power.  We  were  the  component  parts 
of  it  All  the  measures  of  the  Colonies,  an- 
tecedent to  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
had  this  principle  for  their  basis.  As  such,  non- 
importation and  non-interoonrse  were  adopted 
in  tills  country.  As  such,  they  met  the  co- 
operation of  the  patriots  of  Great  Britain,  who 
deemed  themselves  deviating  from  none  of  their 
national  duties,  when  they  avowed  themselves 
the  allies  of  American  patriots,  to  drive,  through 
the'  influence  of  the  loss  of  our  trade,  the  min- 
istry from  their  places,  or  their  measures. 
Those  patriots  did  co-operate  with  our  fathers, 
and  that  openly,  in  exciting  discontent,  under 
the  effect  of  our  non-interconrse  agreements.  In 
80  doing,  they  failed  in  none  of  their  obliga- 
tions to  their  sovereign.  In  no  nation  can  it 
ever  be  a  failure  of  duty  to  maintain  that  the 
safety  of  the  whole  depends  on  preserving  its 
due  weight  to  every  part.  Yet^  notwithstand- 
ing the  natural  and  little  suspicious  use  of  these 
instruments  of  influence,  notwithstanding  the 
zeal  of  the  American  people  coincided  with 
the  views  of  Oongress^  and  a  mighty  party  ex- 
isted in  Great  Britain  openly  leagued,  with  onr 
fathers,  to  give  weiriit  and  effect  to  tneir  meas- 
ures, they  did  not  effect  the  purposes  for  which 
they  were  put  into  operation.  The  British 
policy  wae  not  abandoned.  War  was  not  pre- 
Tonted.  How  then  can  any  encouragement  be 
drawn  fi*om  that  precedent,  to  support  ns  under 
the  privations  of  the  present  system  of  oom- 
merdal  suspension?  Can  any  nation  admit 
that  the  trade  of  another  is  so  important  to  her 
welfiEire,  as  that  on  its  being  withdrawn,  any 
obnoxious  policy  must  be  abandoned,  without 
at  the  same  time  admitting  that  she  is  no  longer 
independent  t  Sir,  I  could  indeed  wish  that  it 
were  in  our  power  to  regulate  not  only  Great 


Britain,  but  the  whole  world,  by  opening  or 
closing  our  ports.  It  would  be  a  glonoas  tLing 
for  onr  country  to  possess  such  a  mighty  wea- 
pon of  defence.  But,  acting  in  a  public  ca- 
pacity, with  the  high  responsibilities  resulting 
from  the  great  interests  dependant  upon  niy 
decision,  I  cannot  yield  to  the  wishes  of  lore- 
sick  patriots,  or  the  viMons  of  teeming  eiithii* 
Blasts;  I  must  see  the  adequacy  of  means  to 
their  ends.  I  must  see,  not  merely  t^at  it  is 
very  desirable  that  Great  Britain  should  be 
brought  to  our  feet,  by  this  embargo^  bat  that 
there  is  some  likelihood  of  such  a  oonseqnence 
to  the  measure,  before  I  can  concur  in  that 
universal  distress  and  ruin  which,  if  mnch 
longer  continued,  will  inevitably  result  from  it 
Since,  then,  every  dictate  of  sense  and  reflec- 
tion convinces  me  of  the  utter  futUity  of  thb 
system,  as  a  means  of  coercion,  on  Great 
Britain,  I  shall  not  hedtate  tonrgeits  abandon- 
ment. No,  sir,  not  even  although,  like  others, 
I  should  be  assailed  by  all  the  terrors  of  the 
outcry  of  British  influence. 
Really,  Mr.  Speaker.  I  know  not  bow  to  ex- 

SBSs  the  shame  and  aisgust  with  which  I  am 
led,  when  I  hear  language  of  this  kind  cast 
out  upon  this  floor,  and  thrown  in  the  iaces  of 
men,  standing  Justly  on  no  mean  height  in  the 
confidence  of  their  countrymen.  Sir,  I  did, 
indeed,  know  that  such  vulgar  aspersions  were 
circulating  among  the  lower  passions  of  onr 
nature.  I  knew  that  such  vile  subcdances  were 
ever  tempering  between  the  paws  of  some 

Printer's  devil.  I  knew  that  foul  exhalations 
ke  these  daily  rose  in  our  cities,  and  crept 
along  the  ground.  Jnst  as  hifh  as  the  spirits  of 
lampblack  and  saline  oil  could  elevate ;  flaUing^ 
soon,  by  native  baseness,  into  oblivion,  in  the 
Jakes.  I  knew,  too,  that  this  species  of  party 
insinuation  was  a  mighty  engine,  in  this  quarter 
of  the  country,'  on  an  election  day,  played  off 
from  the  top  of  a  stump,  or  the  top  of  a  hogshead, 
while  the  gui  circulated,  while  barbacne  was 
roasting ;  in  those  happy,  fraternal  associations 
and  consociations,  when  those  who  speak,  utter 
withont  responsibility,  and  those  who  listen, 
hear  without  scrutiny.  But  little  did  I  tiiink, 
that  such  odious  shapes  would  dare  to  obtmde 
themselves,  on  this  national  floor,  among  hon- 
orable men; — ^the  select  representatives,  the 
confidential  agents  of  a  wise,  a  thoughtfol  and 
a  virtuous  people.  I  want  language  to  express, 
niy  contempt  and  indignation  at  the  sight* 

So  far  as  respects  the  attempt  which  has  been 
made  to  cast  such  aspersions  on  that  part  of  the 
country  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  I 
beg  this  honorable  House  to  understand,  that  so 
Ions  as  they,  who  oircidate  such  insinnattonsi 
deal  only  in  generals  and  touch  not  particolars, 
they  may  gain  among  the  ignorant  and  the 
stupid  a  vacant  and  a  staring  audience.  But 
when  once  these  suggestions  are  brought  to 
bear  upon  those  individuals  who  in  New  £09- 
land  have  naturally  the  confidence  of  their 
countrymen,  there  is  no  power  in  these  calom* 
nies.     The  men  who  now  lead  the  inflnenoas 
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of  that  ooantry,  and  in  whose  oonncils  the  peo- 
ple on  the  day  when  the  tempest  shall  come 
will  geek  refngei  are  men  whose  stake  is  in  the 
soil,  whose  interests  are  identified  with  those 
of  the  mass  of  then*  hrethren,  whose  private 
lives  and  pablio  sacrifices  present  a  never-fiul-^ 
ing  antidote  to  the  poison  of  maliciona  inreo- 
tires.  On  snoh  men,  sir,  party  spirit  may 
indeed  cast  its  odions  fiElth,  bnt  there  is  a  polish 
in  their  virtnee  to  which  no  such  slime  can 
adhere.  They  are  owners  of  the  soil;  real 
yeomanry ;  many  of  them  men  who  led  in  the 
conncils  of  onr  country  in  the  dark  day  which 
preceded  the  national  independence ;  many  of 
them  men  who,  like  my  honorable  friend  from 
Connecticnt  on  my  left,  (Mr.  Talucadob,)  stood 
foremost  on  the  perilons  edge  of  battle ;  making 
their  breasts  in  the  day  of  danger  a  bnlwark 
for  their  conntiy.  Tme  it  is,  Mr.  Speaker,  there 
is  another  and  a  much  more  nnmeroos  class, 
composed  of  sach  as  throngh  defect  of  age  can 
chum  no  share  in  the  glories  of  onr  Revolntion ; 
sach  as  have  not  yet  been  blest  with  the  happy 
opportunity  of  '^  playing  the  man ''  for  their 
countiy ;  generons  sons  of  illnstrions  sires ;  men, 
not  to  be  deterred  from  fulfilling  the  high  ob- 
ligatioDs  they  owe  to  tins  people  by  the  ai^ht 
of  fool  and  offensiye  weapons.  Men  who,  with 
little  experience  of  their  own  to  boast,  will  fiy 
to  the  tombs  of  their  fiithers,  and  oneiBtioning, 
concerning  their  duties,  the  spirit  wtiich  hovers 
there,  wiU  no  more  shrink  from  maintuniog 
their  native  rights,  throngh  fear  of  the  sharp- 
ness of  malevolent  tongnes,  than  they  will,  if  pnt 
to  the  trial,  shrink  from  defending  them 
through  fear  of  the  sharpness  of  their  enemies' 
8wor& 

^en  Mr.  Qaarcrr  had  condnded,  the  House 
adjourned  without  taking  a  question. 

Thubsday,  December  8. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kswton,  that  the  unfin- 
ished business  of  yesterday,  depending  at  the 
time  of  adjournment,  do  lie  on  the  table ;  and 
that  the  House  do  now  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  amendatory 
bill  aothoriziog  the  President  to  employ  an  ad- 
ditional numl^r  of  revenue  cutters:  and  the 
question  bemg  taken  thereupon,  it  was  resolved 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into 
the  said  committee ;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  tiie  bill  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
the  third  time  to-day. 

Foreign  Selatwnt, 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  first  member  of  the  first  resolution  report- 
ed on  Thursday  last  from  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  which  was  depending  yesterday  at 
the  time  of  adjournment,  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit: 

^'Reaolvtd,  That  the  United  States  oamiot,  ^h- 
out  a  Mcrifioe  of  theb  rights,  honor,  and  inde- 
pendence, nbmit  to  the  late  edicts  of  Great  BritRin." 


Mr.  Kkt  said  that  it  was  with  much  regret 
that  he  had  seen  the  course  which  the  debate 
on  the  first  resolution  had  taken ;  as  the  pro- 
positions contained  in  that  resolution  met  hia 
entire  and  full  approbation,  he  could  have 
wished  that  instead  of  the  discussion  which  had 
taken  place,  a  silent,  dignified  vote,  the  spon- 
taneous efiTect  of  feeling  and  Judgment,  had  at 
once  passed.  It  would  have  been  a  better 
course,  would  have  had  a  better  effect,  and  kept 
the  Ajnerican  mind  from  the  impression  which 
the  protraiction  of  the  discussion  must  have  oc- 
casioned, when  taken  in  connection  with  the 
subiect.  A  view  however  of  the  embargo 
had  been  gone  into  in  respect  to  its  past  effects 
at  home,  and  its  probable  fhtnre  effects  at  home 
and  abroad.  As  that  course  had  been  adopted, 
he  said  he  should  find  an  apology  for  the  time 
which  he  should  occupy,  in  the  present  event- 
fid  crisis,  and  the  interest  it  universally  ex- 
cited. 

I  did  myself  believe  (said  Mr.  Ekt)  that  the 
first  resolution  was  an  abstract  proposition,  and 
I  still  think  so,  although  gentiemen  consider  it 
special ;  but  surely  a  special  proposition  may  be 
an  abstract  one.  That  which  I  consider  an  ab- 
stract proposition,  is  one  out  of  which  no  future 
legislative  proceedings  can  grow ;  but  I  agree 
that  the  crisis  well  warrants  an  expression  of 
the  public  voice. 

I  shall  take  up  the  report  and  resolutions  as 
a  system;  not  with  a  view  to  condemn  the  re- 
port at  ail,  for  I  take  it  as  gentlemen  wish  it  to 
be  considered.  I  understand  the  gentieman  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Bacon)  as  stating  that  the 
committee  on  our  foreign  relations  had  said 
nothing  of  the  embargo.  It  was  not  necessary, 
Mr.  Speaker,  that  they  should,  for  the  embargo 
law  continues  in  operation  until  repealed.  But 
surely  it  must  be  recollected  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations  in  their  resolu- 
tions seemed  to  consider  the  system  which  they 
recommend,  as  including  a  continuance  of  the 
embargo ;  and  I  trust  I  meet  the  committee  on 
fair  and  firm  ground,  when  I  consider  their 
assent  to  be  implied  to  the  continuance  of  the 
embargo,  and  that  it  is  their  opinion  that  the 
measures  which  they  recommend,  united  with 
the  embargo,  form  an  efficient  system  proper 
for  the  American  people  to  adopt  at  this  time. 
I  shall  necessarily  therefore  endeavor  to  answer 
gentiemen  who  have  considered  the  embargo 
as  a  wise  measure  for  the  American  people ; 
tiiat  they  are  competent  to  bear  it;  and  that 
it  wUl,  if  guarded  more  sedulously,  yet  work 
out  the  political  salvation  of  our  land. 

That  the  embargo  is  a  measure  severely  felt 
by  our  country  at  large,  and  by  some  portions 
of  it  to  a  very  eminent  degree,  cannot  be  de- 
nied. I  did  not  expect  to  hear  its  effects  con- 
tradicted ;  but  they  have  been  in  some  measuve 
softened  by  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee. I  think  the  pressure  of  this  measure 
great,  and  in  some  places  requiring  all  the  ex- 
ertion of  patriotism  to  support  it.  And  as  a 
proof  of  it  the  members  on  this  floor  from 
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diflferent  parts  of  the  Union  have  only  oontend- 
ed  which  section  Buffered  most.  A  member 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Quiztoy,)  because  he 
conceives  that  thirty  millions  of  dollars  have 
been  lost  to  the  Eastern  country  by  the  mei^ 
ore.  hence  concludes  that  the  Eastern  country 
suffers  most.  The  gentlemen  from  the  South- 
ern country  say  that  they  raise  seventy  millions 
of  pounds  of  cotton,  of  which  but  ten  millions 
are  consumed  at  home,  and  the  whole  of  the 
residue  remains  on  hand ;  and  that  having 
seven-tenths  of  their  produce  unsold,  oonoeive 
that  they  most  sensibly  feel  the  weight  of  this 
affliotion  in  their  country.  A  member  fh>m 
Virginia  (Mr.  RAi!n>oi.PH)  will  not  yield  the 
palm  of  oppression  to  either.  ^^  I  live  (said  the 
gei^tleman)  in  the  centre  of  the  tobacco  country, 
whether  you  draw  the  line  from  East  to  West^ 
or  from  North  to  South.  We  are  not  less 
pressed  than  others,  for  we  have  no  vent  for 
this  article  so  obnoxious  in  itself  but  which  the 
taste  of  mankind  has  rendered  necessary.'^ 
Kow,  with  great  deference  to  all  these  gentle- 
men, I  say  &at  my  country  suffers  most  The 
Southern  country  possesses  its  staples,  which 
but  remain  on  hand;  their  value  only  dimin- 
Idied  by  the  non-export  Tobacco  and  cotton 
may  be  preserved  without  material  iigury  for  a 
length  of  time.  We  know  that  at  the  close  of 
the  Revolutionary  war  tobacco  bore  a  greater 
price  than  previous  to  its  commencement,  and 
amply  remunerated  the  holders.  But  I  repre- 
sent an  agricultural  country.  What  can  resuscitate 
wheat  devoured  by  the  fiy  ?  What  restore  flour 
soured  in  the  barrel?  Our  produce  perishes, 
the  subject  is  destroyed.  So  fiur  therefore  as  I 
represent  an  extensive  and  fertile  farming 
district,  I  will  not  yield  the  palm  of  pressure  to 
the  cotton  and  tobacco  country.  So  great  has 
been  the  feeling  of  the  people  that  it  has 
wrought  a  wondrous  change  in  the  State  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  represent ;  not  in  men  who 
are  either  deluded  or  deceived,  as  intimated  by 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Oamfbbll,) 
but  men  who,  by  the  pressure  of  the  embargo 
hself;  have  been  driven  to  reflection,  and  by 
reflection  removed  the  film  from  their  eyes,  and 
thereby  seen  their  true  interests  more  distinctly. 
In  the  course  of  the  last  Winter,  the  Legidature 
of  the  State  of  Maryland,  believing  that  the 
Orders  in  Council  justified  the  embargo,  and 
that  it  was  a  wise  measure,  approved  of  it. 
Succeeding  elections  have  taken  place,  and  the 
present  House  of  Representatives  tells  you  that 
It  is  most  nmious  and  oppressive.  Such  cer- 
tainly are  its  effects  in  the  State  of  Maryland ; 
and  I  should  illy  represent  my  own  district,  if 
I  did  not  so  declare.  Gentlemen  will  say  that 
I  should  rather  be  pleased  with  the  change  than 
regret  it;  but,  so  help  me  God,  Mr.  Spencer,  I 
am  much  less  anxious  what  description  of  citi- 
zens administers  the  a£Ekirs  of  the  country,  than 
that  they  should  be  well  administered ;  that  it 
should  protect  the  liberty,  give  to  labor  its  just 
reward,  and  promote  the  happiness  and  pros- 
perity of  the  dtisens. 


But  it  is  alleged,  by  the  honorable  chainnan 
of  the  committee,  (Mr.  Campbell,)  that  this  is 
a  delusion ;  that  the  people  do  not  comprehend 
the  subject ;  for  that  it  is  the  Otders  in  Council 
which  have  produced  our  embarrassments,  and 
not  the  embargo.  Here  then,  sir,  I  am  precisely 
at  issae  with  that  learned  and  honorable  gen- 
tleman. I  contend  that  the  pressure  on  the 
people  is  caused  by  the  embargo,  and  not  by 
the  Orders  in  Council.  However  meoulative 
theorists  may  reason,  there  is  proof  abroad,  and 
stubborn  fiicts  to  contradict  their  reasoning. 
Test  the  market  from  Boston  to  Savannah,  as 
to  the  price  which  you  may  get  at  ninety  days 
credit,  the  embargo  being  continued,  or  on  con- 
dition that  the  embargo  be  repealed  in  thirty 
days.  Is  there  no  difference  in  the  price  under 
these  circumstances?  I  know  weU  from  ex- 
perience, and  the  whole  countir  knows,  that  if 
the  embargo  be  now  taken  ofl^  the  price  of  every 
species  of  produce  will  rise  fifty  per  cent  The 
depreciation  in  price  then  flows  from  the  em- 
barga  Remove  it  and  they  will  give  you  more ; 
keep  it  on  and  they  will  give  you  less.  These 
are  subbom  facts,  and  every  man  who  has  gone 
to  the  market  will  attest  their  oorreotnesa.  i  ou 
may  reason  as  you  please ;  but  there  is  not  a 
farmer  that  can  be  reasoned  out  of  his  senses, 
especiaUy  when  they  are  sharpened  a  little  by 
necessity.  I  hold  these  facts  to  be  more  con- 
clusive than  any  abstract  reasoning  to  prove 
that  the  embargo  does  work  a  diminution  m  the 
value  of  the  articles  which  we  have  for  sale.  If 
this  be  the  case,  it  results,  sir,  that  we  must 
ascribe  to  the  operation  of  that  measure  the 
loss  our  country  now,  so  greatly  feels.  Our 
citizens  are  not  so  uninformed  as  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  imagines.  He  thinks,  and  I 
agree  with  him,  that  the  public  voice  will  be 
generally  right  when  the  people  are  well  in- 
formed. They  have  seen  all  the  official  com- 
munications which  have  been  published,  and 
are  competed  to  judge  whether  the  Orders  in 
Council  justified  the  embargo,  and  whether,  if 
the  embargo  had  not  been  Imd,  they  would 
have  wrought  that  effect  which  we  now  so 
sensibly  feeL  Iiistead  of  being  deluded,  sir, 
their  eyes  are  open,  and  the  film  removed ;  and 
they  see  that  the  embargo  was  not  justified  by 
necessity,  and  as  far  as  their  opinion  has  beea 
expressed,  that  it  was  impolitic  and  unwise. 

Tlie  gentleman  seems  to  think  that  the 
country  cannot  feel  much  because  it  feeds  well ; 
but  we  may  feel  and  feed  at  the  same  time.  It 
is  plen^  that  we  complain  of.  Our  surplus  is 
touched  by  this  torpedo,  the  embargo,  and  is 
thereby  rendered  useless.  But  gentlemen  say 
that  if  the  embargo  were  now  taken  ofl^  we 
could  not  trade;  and  a  calculation  has  been 
entered  into  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
in  opposition  to  one  made  by  me  at  the  last 
session.  I  have  not  seen  my  calculation  for 
months,  sir ;  it  is  before  the  public — ^the  gen- 
tleman's statement  will  go  to  the  same  tribunal, 
and  I  am  willing  to  commit  my  slender  reputa- 
tion to  the  country  for  the  accuracy  of  mine, 
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and  let  the  people  jndge  between  ns.  The  gen- 
deman  teHs  you  that  we  have  no  commerce  to 
resort  to  which  would  be  either  safe  or  profit- 
able. It  is  strange  we  cannot  confide  the  de- 
cision of  this  question  to  commercial  meli — ^for 
what  commercial  man  wonld  undertake  a  voy- 
age which  shall  be  attended  with  certain  ruin  ? 
I  had  thought  that  men  of  great  experience  and 
information,  and  whose  knowledge  was  sharp- 
ened by  interest,  might  be  safely  confided  in. 
Bat  merchants,  whose  habits  of  life  have  led 
them  to  calculate,  whose  information  extends 
to  every  part  of  the  world,  are  not  to  be  trusted 
with  the  prosecution  of  their  own  interest,  but 
we  must  kindly  take  it  in  hand  for  them !  Sir, 
I  contend  that  commerce  had  better  be  left  free 
for  merchants  to  find  a  market,  which  every 
one  knows  they  would  do,  from  their  eagerness 
now  to  ship.  If  they  could  not  export  with 
safety,  or  profit,  they  would  lay  a  voluntary 
embargo,  ten  thousand  times  better  than  a  co- 
erciTc  one;  the  very  necessity  of  coercion  shows 
that  our  merchants  would  sful,  were  it  not  for 
the  embargo.  I  contend  that  the  embargo  is 
ruinous  and  oppressive.  Need  I  say  any  thing 
farther  on  the  subject?  Look  at  the  country. 
The  courts  of  justice  shut  in  one  of  the  Southern 
States;  executions  suspended  in  a  State  con- 
tiguous to  this ;  and  Maryland  reduced  to  the 
same  necessity,  from  the  circumstance  of  there 
being  no  market  for  our  produce.  So  great  is 
the  pressure  that  the  people  have  it  not  in  their 
power  to  pay  their  ordinary  debts ;  and  how 
eloquent  is  the  fact  that  in  a  moment  of  peace 
(for  certainly  there  is  not  war)  we  are  compel- 
led to  arrest  the  current  of  Justice.  Tlie  legis- 
lative acts  depict  the  situation  of  the  country 
more  strikingly  than  volumes  of  argument.  The 
State  L^Iatures  know  the  inability  of  their 
citizens  to  pay,  and  hold  out  a  kind  hand  to  as- 
sist them. 

In  point  of  revenue  how  does  it  work  ?  The 
honorable  chairman  of  the  committee,  (Mr. 
Campbell,)  in  a  speech  of  great  learning  and 
investigation^  told  us  that  the  Treasury  never 
was  more  ftdl.  I  wish  the  documents  were  be- 
fore the  House  to  convince  us  of  it.  But  did 
an  atom  of  it  flow  in  from  the  operation  of  the 
embargo?  If  there  be  such  a  surplus,  it  only 
shows  the  beneficial  operation  of  the  system 
poiBued  anterior  to  the  embargo.  What  is  to 
fill  your  Treasury  now,  if  the  people  cannot  sell 
their  products  ?  What  will  ih  this  case  become 
of  yonr  source  of  wealth  in  the  Western  country  ? 
The  people  can  neither  buy  lands,  nor  buying, 
pay  for  them.  Where  is  the  impost  duty  which 
nas  supported  the  Government,  and  sunk  to  a 
considerable  degree  the  national  debt?  The 
moment  you  prevent  all  importation,  there  is 
an  utter  extinction  of  impost  revenue ;  and  at 
home  a  physical  inability  to  produce  any  from 
the  people  at  large.  We  are  a  rich  country, 
ibouiding  in  the  necessaries  of  life ;  we  have 
money^s  worth,  but  no  money.  Nor  can  our 
people  by  any  practical  means  raise  money  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  State  Governments) 
You  rv.— 5 


much  more  of  that  of  the  United  States.  I  am 
in  the  country,  sir ;  I  cannot  collect  my  rents, 
my  neighbors  cannot  sell  wheat  or  tobacco.  All 
is  stopped.  I  ask  then  what  physical  ability 
we  have  to  discharge  the  State  taxes,  or  any 
other?  We  have  no  other  way  of  getting 
money  but  through  the  sale  of  our  produce. 
Gentlemen  say  that  our  revenue  would  fall  just 
as  short,  supposing  the  embargo  to  be  raised. 
That  is  begging  the  question,  sir.  They  assume 
that  for  a  truth  which  they  ought  to  prove  in 
the  first  instance,  licave  conmierce  open,  and 
you  will  soon  have  money  in  return  for  our 
produce,  or  that  which  will  procure  it.  Reve- 
nue is  the  life  of  Government,  and  let  me  sup- 
pose gentlemen  to  be  sitting  here  thirteen 
months  hence,  on  the  first  of  January,  1810. 
Where  is  your  revenue  then  to  come  from? 
You  have  dried  up  every  source  of  the  national 
wealth.  What  must  you  do?  Either  borrow 
or  raise  money  by  direct  taxation.  There  is  no 
doubt  what  must  be  resorted  to;  and  it  was 
touched  with  great  ability,  though  slightly 
touched,  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Randolph,)  as  to  the  consequences  which  must 
grow  out  of  such  a  system  of  direct  taxation. 
This  species  of  taxation  is  consonant  to  the 
genius  of  the  country,  to  the  habits  of  our  peo- 
ple— it  comes  tdo  close  to  the  pocket  of  the 
agriculturist,  and  is  besides  a  source  of  revenue 
which  ought  to  belong  exclusively  to  the 
States.  I  hold  it  as  a  political  truism,  that 
upon  the  sovereignty  and  mdependence  of  each 
State,  as  guarantied  by  the  constitution,  do  our 
liberties  depend.  I  know  that  some  of  the 
ablest  men  in  America  opposed  the  adoption  of 
the  Federal  Constitution  on  this  ground :  that 
the  General  Government  being  raised  and  sup- 
ported on  external  matters  only,  if  the  time 
should  every  arrive  at  which  foreign  commerce 
should  cease,  and  internal  taxes  be  resorted  to, 
that  great  would  be  the  conflict  between  the 
oflicers  of  the  State  and  General  Governments, 
which  wonld  ultimately  end  in  the  prostration 
of  State  rights.  Gentlemen  call  the  embargo, 
in  silken  phrase,  a  temporary  suspension  of 
commerce.  I  will  call  it  by  its  own  name ;  it 
is  better  known  to  the  people  by  it  I  contend 
that  the  embargo  now  laid  is  a  perpetual  em- 
bargo, and  no  member  of  this  House  can  con- 
stitutionally say  it  is  otherwise;  for  tiie  im- 
mediate Representatives  of  the  people  have  so 
played  the  game  as  to  leave  the  winning  trump 
out  of  their  own  hands,  and  must  now  have  a 
coincidence  in  opinion  both  of  the  Senate  and 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  efifect 
its  repeal  If  the  whole  of  this  body  were  to 
consent  to  a  repeal,  and  amajori^  of  the  Senate, 
yet.tiie  President  might  resist  them  both.  Is 
there  any  limitation  to  the  law  on  the  statute 
book  ?  5ro ;  but  there  is  a  power  given  to  the 
President  to  suspend  it  in  the  whole  or  in  part, 
in  the  event  of  certain  contingencies.  Have 
those  contingencies  happened  ?  Are  they  likely 
to  happen?  No,  sir;  and  these  are  the  views 
which  I  take  of  the  snbject.    America,  anxious 
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to  get  red  of  this  burden,  has  proffered  to  take 
it  o^  if  either  of  the  two  belligerents  wotdd 
relax  their  edicts  in  onr  favor  in  relation  to  saoh 
one,  keeping  it  on  in  relation  to  the  other. 
What  says  the  sarcastic  British  Mmisterf  Why, 
sir,  that  they  hare  no  cause  of  complaint ;  that 
it  was  laid  by  the  President  as  a  precautionary 
measure ;  and  they  were  told  by  our  Minister 
that  it  was  not  to  be  considered  as  a  hostile 
measure.  What  says  France?  She  gives  us 
no  answer,  say  gentlemen.  Aye,  sir — and  is 
that  true?  Have  we  indeea  received  no 
answer?  I  think  we  have  one  that  wounds  our 
feelings  as  deeply  as  the  answer  of  Mr.  Can- 
ning. It  is  the  situation  of  our  Minister  abroad, 
who  says  he  dare  not  ask  for  an  answer,  because 
the  asking  it  might  be  injurious  to  our  cause. 
-  What,  have  we  a  Minister  abroad,  and  is  he 
afraid  or  unwilling  to  make  a  proposition  to 
the  Grovernment  where  he  is  resident  ?  Surely, 
sir,  that  state  of  things  furnishes  as  definite  an 
answer  as  any  that  could  be  given.  We  have 
no  hopes  that  either  will  remove  its  edicts.  Sir, 
I  consider  the  embargo  as  a  premium  to  the 
commerce  of  Qreat  Britain.  Gentlemen  say 
that  she  is  a  great  pow€r,  a  jealous  power,  and 
possessed  of  a  monopolizing  spirit.  If  these 
views  be  correct,  by  annihilating  our  commerce, 
do  we  not  yield  the  seas  to  her,  and  hold  out 
an  inducement  to  her  forever  to  continue  her 
orders  in  force?  What  prospect  is  there  that 
the  embargo  wiU  be  removed?  It  cannot  aow 
be  got  rid  of  by  a  vote  of  this  House.  We  are 
saddled  with  it.  If  we  cast  our  eyes  to  pro- 
ceedings elsewhere  constitutionally  held  on  the 
same  subject,  we  shall  find  that  it  is  to  remain 
stiU  farther  to  oppress  and  burden  the  people  of 
this  country  with  increased  rigor. 

As  a  measure  of  finance  it  has  laid  the  axe  to 
the  root  The  tree  is  down  that  bore  the  gold- 
en fruit,  and  will  not  again  grow  till  we  ease 
ourselves  of  this  measure.  In  a  fiscal  point  of 
view  I  cannot  then  for  my  life  think  it  a  wise 
or  provident  measure.  But  as  a  preparation 
for  war,  it  is  still  worse ;  because  it  produces 
a  deficiency  of  that  out  of  which  war  alone 
cannot  be  sustained.  Instead  of  having  money 
for  your  surplus  produce,  it  rots  upon  your 
hands;  instead  of  receiving  a  regular  revenue, 
we  have  arrested  its  course,  and  dried  up  the 
very  source  of  the  fountfun.  As  to  preparation 
at  home,  which  is  the  only  preparation  con- 
templated to  make,  what  or  whom  is  it  against? 
Agamst  France  ?  She  cannot  come  here.  Or 
^  against  England,  who,  with  the  monopoly  of 
'  commerce  which  you  leave  her  to  ei^oy,  has 
no  object  further  to  annoy  you  ?  I  believe,  as 
a  preparation  for  war,  the  tiest  expedient  would 
be  to  get  as  much  money  as  we  could,  to  send 
out  our  surplus  produce  and  bring  back  the  sup- 
plies necessary  for  an  army  if  to  be  raised  at  all 
— to  arm  and  discipline  the  militia.  A  raising  of 
the  embargo  would  be  a  preparation  for  war— it 
would  bring  us  articles  of  the  first  necessity  for 
our  surplus.  But  on  a  continuation  of  the  em- 
bargo, things  must  progress  from  bad  to  worse. 


Another  thing,  sir ;  I  do  not  now  mean  to 
take  a  constitutional  view  of  the  subject— but 
will  not  gentlemen  pause  and  reflect  on  the 
continuance  of  the  embargo  ?  It  is  well  known 
that  the  General  Government  grew  out  of  a 
spirit  of  compromise.  The  great  authors  d 
that  instrument  were  well  acquainted  with  the 
term  embargo.  A  temporary  embargo  for  the 
purpose  of  sending  out  a  squadron  or  conoeal- 
mg  an  equipment,  was  well  understood.  Bnt  I 
ask  every  one  who  hears  me,  if  a  question  had 
been  agitated  in  convention  to  give  Congrees  a 
power  to  lay  an  embargo  for  one  or  two  years, 
if  the  Eastern  or  commercial  States  would  hare 
agreed  to  it  ?  Does  any  man  believe  it  ?  No 
man  who  knows  the  country  can  believe  it 
With  what  sedulous  anxiety  did  they  say,  in  a 
negative  provision  of  the  constitution,  that 
Congress  should  not  lay  an  export  daty!  Too 
are  prohibited  the  minor  power  of  taxing  ex- 
ports, and  yet  you  stop  exports  altogether  for 
an  indefinite  term.  It  is  utterly  inconceivable, 
that  the  States  interested  in  commerce  should 
have  given  their  assent  to  any  such  powers 
so  self-destructive.  If  they  had  given  them, 
they  ought  to  be  most  clear;  not  by  implication, 
but  most  manifest.  The  exercise  of  powers 
counteracting  principles  most  dear  to  every  part 
of  the  community,  ought  to  be  assumed  with 
the  utmost  caution.  Under  that  view,  except  the 
measure  be  most  wise  in  itself  and  its  effects  meet 
clear,  the  Government  ought  not  to  continue 
the  embargo.  But  why  is  it  to  be  oontinned? 
We  have  taken  some  view  of  its  effects  at  home. 
Let  us  see  what  effects  may  be  expected  to  be 
produced  by  it  abroad.  An  honorable  gentle- 
man told  us  an  hundred  millions  were  saved  by 
laving  the  embargo,  a  sum  nearly  equal  to  the 
whole  exports  of  the  United  States  for  one  year, 
excluding  the  capital  employed.  The  first  two 
or  three  seizures  of  vessels,  sir,  would  have  sent 
an  alarm  abroad,  and  the  danger  been  so  immi- 
nent, they  would  have  voluntarily  retired  from 
destruction.  There  are  no  reasonable  data  from 
which  to  infer  that  one  hundred  millions  of 
our  property  could  at  any  one  time  have  fallen 
a  prey.  Some  few  vessels  might  have  been 
taken,  but  the  rest  would  have  escaped  the 
grasp  of  the  power  which  harassed  them. 

I  will  now  examine  the  character  of  this 
measure;  for  upon  my  word,  sir,  it  m«5' * 
political  nondescript,  though  we  feel  its  effec.3 
so  severely.  The*  President  tells  you  it  w  a 
measure  of  precaution  only ;  and  yet  we  tf« 
told  by  the  gentlemen  that  it  is  a  species « 
war,  which  America  can  best  use  to  coerce  foe 
two  greatest  powers  on  the  earthy  commanding 
land  and  sea,  to  truckle  at  our  feet  I  *^?^ 
not  how  gentlemen  can  place  otir  connection 
with  foreign  nations  in  such  a  predicament; 
whilst  the  President  officially  holds  out  to  tno 
world  that  the  embargo  wasa  peaoefalmeasnrej 
gentlemen  now  say  that  it  is  a  coercive  one, » 
sort  of  quasi  war.  I  recollect  a  e^^^^^^ 
the  last  session  making  an  estimate  of  the  "^ 
Indies  being   worth  an  hundred  nuihons  w 
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Britain,  and  predicting  that  before  the  measure 
was  ninety  days  known  in  the  West  Indies,  it 
wonld  bring  that  nation  to  onr  feet,  that  it 
vrould  act  as  a  great  political  lever,  resting  its 
fiilcram  on  Jamaica,  and  move  all  Enrope  to 
our  wishes.  Doable  the  number  of  days  have 
elapsed,  and  they  hold  oat  insaltiog  language. 
How  then  can  we  trust  to  the  future  predictions 
of  gentlemen?  Their  error  arises  from  a  want 
of  knowledge  of  the  country ;  a  little  experience 
is  worth  all  the  theory  in  the  world.  In  the 
years  1774-^6,  an  honorable  feeling  adopted  a 
non-exportation  and  non-importation  agree- 
ment, more  futhfoUy  executed  by  patriotism 
than  any  law  since  made  or  enacted ;  for  every 
family  refused  to  use  an  article  which  was  not 
raised  within  the  bosom  of  its  own  country. 
Did  it  produce  starvation  in  the  "West  Indies? 
No,  air;  the  politicians  of  that  day  did  not  so 
calculate.  Thev  knew  the  resources  of  those 
islands,  and  told  them  that  if  they  would  con- 
vert a  part  of  their  sugar  plantations  into  corn- 
fields, they  would  not  suffer;  We  are  now  in  the 
habit  of  overvaluing  ourselves  and  undervaluing 
our  enemies.  Come  the  day  when  it  will,  we 
shall  have  no  ignoble  foes  to  meet. 

In  the  Revolutionary  war  how  did  England 
stand— how  her  islands?  For  several  years  she 
was  at  war  with  America,  with  Holland,  with 
Spain,  with  France,  whose  fleets  ia  the  East 
and  West  Indies  were  often  equal,  sometimes 
superior  to  her  own,  and  an  armed  neutrality  in 
the  North— during  this  period  a  French  fleet 
blockaded  the  Chesapeake,  and  uded  the  cap- 
ture of  Comwallis,  and  threatened  the  British 
islands — ^but  how  was  this  conflict  with  the 
worid  sustained?  Were  the  islands  starved 
during  these  y ear&  ?  did  they  faU  ?  No,  sir ;  the 
Brit^b  nation  braved  the  storm,  and  was  only 
conquoed  by  her  sons — America  was  victorious 
and  independent ;  but  Europe  retired  discom- 
fited. Sir,  America  can  again  prove  victorious, 
but  it  must  be  by  other  measures  than  embar- 
goes—destructive only  at  home  and  without 
effect  abroad. 

It  is  said  thai  one  reason  why  the  embargo 
has  not  pressed  so  hard  on  Great  Britain  as  it 
might,  is,  that  it  has  not  been  so  tightly  drawn 
as  it  may  be  :  that  our  citizens  have  evaded  it 
And,  sir,  if  I  have  not  any  geographical  knowl- 
edge of  the  country*  tighten  the  cords  as  you 
may  by  revenue  cutters  and  gunboats  on  the 
seaboard,  and  collectors  and  military  on  land, 
tiiey  will  escape  both.  Interest,  ever  alert,  wiU 
avidl  itself  of^our  extensive  coast  and  elude  the 
kw. 

But  gentlemen  say  they  are  not  accountable  for 
the  &ilare  in  England,  from  another  cause — ^the 
language  of  the  public  papers  and  pamphlets  of 
the  anti-embargoists.  The  enemy,  we  are  told, 
has  been  induced  to  hold  out  under  the  idea  that 
America  will  yield.  Sir,  would  Great  Britain 
rely  for  her  oracles  on  the  newspapers  or  pam- 
phlets of  this  country?  Have  those  causes 
wrou^t  on  her  a  perseverance  in  her  measures  ? 
I  wonder,  sir,  tliat,  in  the  anxiety  to  find  causes, 


gentlemen  never  cast  their  eyes  to  ofScial  docu- 
ments— ^to  a  very  important  State  paper  issued 
on  this  side  the  Atlantic— saying  that  the 
marshals  and  civil  force  were  not  adequate  to 
enforce  the  embargo.  When  the  President's  proc- 
lamation arrived  in  England,  no  doubt  could  have 
remained  of  the  effect  of  the  embargo.  Another 
public  record  accompanied  it — an  act  of  one  of  tiie 
States  arresting  executions  for  debt  during  the 
continuance  of  the  embargo,  and  for  six  months 
afterwards.  With  these  public  docaments  be- 
fore them,  the  British  nation  would  be  more 
apt  to  Juage,  and  more  correctly  judge,  of  the 
internal  situation  of  the  country,  than  from  all 
the  periodical  publications  of  the  day  put 
together.  Pamphlets  also  have  been  written 
in  this  country,  of  which  it  is  said  the  British 
Ministry  have  avdled  themselves,  to  induce 
their  people  to  believe  that  the  United  States 
are  not  capable  of  suffering.  I  believe  we  are. 
The  people  of  America  are  as  patriotic  as  any 
on  earth,  and  will  respect  the  laws,  and  must 
be  made  to  respect  them.  They  will  obey  them 
from  principle ;  they  must  be  made  to  obey 
them  if  they  do  not ;  for,  while  a  law  is  in  ex- 
istence, it  must  be  enforced.  But  I  am  some- 
what surprised  that  gentlemen  who  talk  of 
opposition  publications  in  this  country,  as  influ- 
encing England,  should  derive  all  their  political 
data  from  British  newspaper  publications  or 
opposition  pamphlets.  British  opposition  papers 
and  pamphlets  are  with  them  the  best  things  in 
the  world;  but  nothing  said  here  must  be  re- 
garded there  as  correct.  Even  Mr.  Baring  has 
been  quoted,  who  is  a  commission  merchant,  to 
the  greatest  extent  perhaps  known  in  the  world. 
The  Louisiana  purchase  of  fifteen  millions  waa 
nothing  to  him  as  a  commission  merchant.  The 
next  writer  referred  to,  is  Mr.  Brougham, 
brought  before  Parliament,  to  assert  the  rights 
of  a  body  of  merchants  confined  almost  exclu- 
sively to  the  continental  trade.  He  came  for^ 
ward  on  their  account,  and  the  fact  was  demon- 
strated, notwithstanding  his  exertions,  that  the 
Orders  in  Council  did  not,  but  the  prior  French 
decrees  did,  curtail  that  commerce.  So  the 
minority  thought  and  acted  on  that  supposition. 
If  the  continuance  of  the  embargo,  then,  does 
not  produce  a  change  in  the  policy  of  Great 
Britain,  by  its  operation  on  the  West  Indies,  if 
they  resort  to  documents  in  this  country,  or 
even  to  speeches  on  this  floor,  they  will  proba- 
bly continue  the  conflict  of  suffering  as  long 
as  we  are  able  to  endure  it,  and  continue  our 
measures.  For  my  opinion  is,  sir,  that  the  ex- 
tent of  our  seaboard  affords  such  opportunities 
for  evasion,  that,  unless  we  station  cutters 
within  hail  of  each  other,  on  our  whole  coast, 
they  will  not  be  competent  to  canr  our  laws 
into  effect.  It  will  be  beneflting  the  British 
colonies  at  the  expense  of  our  own  country. 

The  continuance  of  our  measures  may  be  pro- 
ductive of  another  consequence,  attended  with 
more  serious  mischief  than  all  others  together 
— ^the  diversion  of  trade  from  us  to  other  chan- 
nels.   Look  at  both  sides  of  the  case.    If  Great 
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Britain  holds  on,  (and  my  predictions  are  not 
folfilled,  or  she  will  persevere,)  she  will  look 
for  other  resources  of  supply,  that,  in  the  event 
of  a  war,  she  may  not  be  essentially  injured, 
She  will  endeavor  to  arrange  her  sources  of 
supply,  so  that  no  one  nation  refusing  to  deal 
with  her  shall  have  it  in  their  power  materially 

Tto  impair  her  interests.  As  to  cotton,  large 
(quantities  of  this  article  were  formerly  drawn 
trom  the  West  Indies.  The  destruction  of  the 
sugar  estates  in  St.  Domingo  gave  a  new  direc- 
tion to  cultivation.  They  ceased  to  grow  in 
many  of  the  West  India  islands  that  artide 
which  they  formerly  had  raised  to  a  consider- 
able extent,  (cotton,)  and  which,  if  the  increased 
labor  employed  in  the  sugar  estates,  now  ade- 
quate to  the  supply  of  Europe,  be  not  profitable, 
they  will  again  cultivate.  The  Brazils  will  as- 
sist to  take  a  sufficient  quantity  for  consump- 
tion, (and,  as  well  as  my  memory  serves  me, 
they  produce  seventy  or  eighty  thousand  bags 
annually ;)  and  South  America  will  add  her  sup- 
plies. I  grant  that  we  can  now  undersell  these 
countries;  but  I  beg  ^ntlemen  to  pause  before 
they  drive  England  into  a  change  of  commer- 
cial habits,  which  in  the  hour  of  future  peace 
may  never  be  fully  restored,  and  thus  inflict 
deep  and  lasting  wounds  upon  our  prosperity. 
Sir,  we  are  told  that  we  are  to  produce  great 
effects  by  the  continuance  of  the  embargo  and 
non-intercourse  with  this  nation.  Bo  gentle- 
men who  were  in  the  minority  on  the  subject 
of  the  embargo  when  laid  (for  I  was  anxious 
then  that  at  least  foreign  nations  miglit  come 
and  give  us  what  we  wanted  in  exchange  for 
our  product)  recollect  their  argument  against 
permitting  foreign  vessels  to  come  and  take  our 
produce ;  that  it  was  privilege  all  on  one  side ; 
that  it  would  be  nominal  to  IVanoe,  while  Eng- 
land would  be  the  sole  carrier?  Now,  sir,  as 
to  the  non-intercourse  system— how  does  that 
operate?  France  has  no  commerce— cannot 
come  here — ^and  therefore  is  not  ii^ured  by  her 
exclusion  from,  our  ports.  It  operates  solely 
on  England.  If  the  argument  was  then  correct., 
to  avoid  the  measure  because  it  operated  to  the 
sole  benefit  of  England,  what  shall  we  think  of 
the  non-intercourse  measure  which  operates 
solely  against  her?  In  a  commercial  view, 
therefore,  and  in  point  of  interest,  this  country 
will  be  deeply  benefited  by  a  removal  of  the 
embargo. 

But,  gentlemen  say  that  the  honor  of  the 
country  is  at  stake ;  that  a  removal  of  the  em- 
bargo would  be  submission  to  Great  Britain, 

«  and  submission  to  France.  How  is  our 
honor  affected  by  removing  it  ?  We  sav  we 
will  not  trade — with  whom  ?  With  them  alone  ? 
No,  sir ;  the  embargo  says  we  will  not  trade 
with  anybody.  All  nations,  when  they  fiind  it 
convenient,  can  pocket  their  honor  for  profit 
What  is  it  we  do  for  a  license  to  go  into  the 
Mediterranean?  Bo  we  not  pay  an  annual 
tribute  to  Algiers  for  liberty  to  navigate  the 
sea  safer  from  its  corsairs?  Have  we  not  an 
undoubted  Tiglit  to  navigate  the  Mediterranean  ? 


Surely ;  and  yet  we  pay  annually  a  tribute  for 
permission  to  do  it — and  why  ?  Because  the 
happiness  and  interest  of  the.  nation  are  promoted 
by  it.  In  a  monarchy,  the  Prince  leads  hln 
subjects  to  war  for  the  honor  of  his  mistresa,  or 
to  avenge  a  petty  insult.  But,  what  best  con- 
sults the  honor  of  a  Republican  GovemmeDtf 
Those  measures  which  maintain  the  independ- 
ence, promote  the  interest,  and  secure  the 
happiness  of  the  individuals  composing  it.  And 
that  is  the  true  line  of  honor  which,  if  porsaed, 
shall  bring  with  it  the  greatest  benefits  to  the 
people  at  large.  I  do  not  know,  sir,  strictly 
speaking,  whether  the  destruction  of  any  com- 
mercial right  is  destructive  to  the  independence 
of  the  country ;  for  a  nation  may  exist  inde- 
pendent, and  the  happiness  of  the  people  be 
secured,  without  commerce.  So,  that  the  viol^ 
tion  of  commercial  rights  does  not  destroy  our 
independenpe.  I  acknowledge  that  it  would 
affect  the  sovereignty  of  the  country  and  retard 
its  prosperity.  But,  are  not  the  measures  which 
have  been  adopted,  submission?  No  train  of 
argument  can  make  more  dear  the  fact,  thatf 
withdrawing  from  the  ocean  for  a  time  is  an 
abandonment,  instead  of  an  assertion,  of  our 
rights.  Nay,  I  think  I  have  the  authority  of  the 
committee  for  it,  for  I  speak  of  submission  as  ap* 
plicable  to  the  measure  recommended  by  the 
committee.  They  say,  that  "a  permanent  sus- 
pension of  commerce,  after  repeated  and  mi- 
a vailing  efforts  to  obUun  peace,  would  not  prop- 
erly be  resistance;  it  would  be  withdrawing 
from  the  contest^  and  abandoning  our  indisput- 
able right  freely  to  navigate  the  ocean/*  If  a 
permanent  embargo,  after  repeated  offers  of 
peace,  would  not  properly  be  resistance,  bat  an 
abandonment  of  our  rights,  is  not  a  temporary 
embargo— and  this  has  been  a  year  continued 
— an  abandonment  for  the  time  ?  Unquestion- 
ably it  is.  So  long  as  it  continues,  it  does  aban- 
don our  rights.  And  now  I  will  show  that  it 
is  submission,  and  not  resistance.  I  muntain 
that  the  embargo,  aided  by  the  second  and  third 
resolutions  of  tbe  committee,  does  complete  an 
abandonment  of  our  maritime  rights^  and  is  a 
submission  to  the  orders  and  decrees. 

Of  what  nature  are  the  rights  in  contest? 
They  are  maritime  rights,  and  not  territorial; 
and,  to  be  used,  must*be  exercised  exterior  to 
the  limits  of  our  territory.  *  Whatever  measures 
are  confined  within  our  territorial  limits,  is  not 
an  assertion  or  eqjoyment  of  our  exterior  rightsL 
Theireigoyment  must  be  abroad,  consisting  of  the 
actual  use  of  them.  I^  then,  all  our  measures  be 
confined  within  our  jurisuctional  limits^  they 
cannot  amount  to  an  enjoyment  of  the  rights 
exterior  to  those  limits.  I  will  illustrate  tliisi 
to  every  man^s  comprehension.  There  is  a  street 
in  Georgetown,  through  which  every  one  has  a 
ri^ht  to  pass — ^it  is  a  highway.  A  merchant^ 
with  whom  I  have  dealt  for  many  years,  be- 
cause I  purchase  some  articles  of  another  mer^ 
chant,  says  I  shall  not  go  through  that  street.  I 
cross  over,  and  his  enemy  says  I  shall  not  pass 
by  him.    I  retire  home  and  call  a  consultation 
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of  my  friends.  I  tell  th^m  that  I  have  entered 
into  resolntions,  first,  that,  ia  sabmit  to  this 
win  be  an  abandonment  of  mj  right  to  pass  and 
repass.  Well,  what  then,  say  iny  friends  ?  Why, 
I  declare  I  Will  neither  go  nor  send  to  either 
of  their  honses— have  no  intercourse  with  them. 
Well,  what  then?  Why,  I  will  bny  abroad- 
s>void  and  pair  of  pistols,  and  lock  my  door  and 
5taj  at  home.*  And  do  I  enjoy  my  right  of  walking 
the  street  by  making  myself  a  prisoner  ?  Sorely 
not,  sir.  ifow,  this  is  precisely  onr  case,  nnder 
these  resolutions.  We  say,  that  to  submit, 
would  be  a  wound  on  our  honor  and  independ- 
ence. We  call  a  consultation.  What  is  the 
result  of  it!  We  say  we  will  have  no  inter- 
course with  the  nations  injuring  us,  nor  with 
any  other ;  and,  lastly,  that  we  will  arm  and  de- 
fend ourselves  at  home.  And,  I  ask,  is  this 
resistance  f  Is  it  an  enjoyment  of  ou^  rights, 
or  a  direct,  full  submission  ?  Is  it  not  an  lUmn- 
donment  of  those  rights  to  which  we  are  enti- 
tled? 

It  has  been  said,  that  the  little  portion  of 
Gommeroe  which  would  remain  unaffected  by 
the  belligerent  edicts,  would  belong  to  us  as  a 
boon  from  England,  were  we  to  prosecute  it 
I  do  not  understand  it  in  this  light  Our  right 
to  navigate  the  ocean  is  inherent,  and  belongs 
to  us  as  a  part  of  our  sovweignty ;  but,  when 
interdicted  from  any  one  place,  if  we  go  to  an- 
other, we  certainly  do  not  accept  that  com- 
merce as  a  boOB.  I  might  as  well  say,  if  a  man 
interdicted  me  from  gomg  down  one  street  in 
Georgetown,  that  I  accept  a  boon  from  him  in 
going  down  another.  This  is  certdnly  not  the 
case.  The  trading  to  these  places  is  exercising 
our  original  rights  not  interi'ered  with ;  and,  so 
fiir  as  moee  oiders  and  decrees  do  not  operate, 
we  could  cany  on  a  legitimate  trade,  flowing 
from  our  indisputable  right,  as  a  sovereign  na- 
tion, to  navigate  the  ocean.  It  does  seem  to. 
me  then,  sir,  ^t  the  residue  of  our  trade  might 
be  carried  on  without  submitting  to  the  belligeiv 
ent  edicts.  But,  an  honorable  gentleman  (Mr. 
G.  W.  Gamfbkll)  asked  me,  yesterday,  if  we 
were  to  permit  our  enemies  to  take  any  part, 
whether  they  would  not  take  the  remainder? 
This,  like  the  horse's  tail  in  Horace,  would  be 
plucked,  hair  by  hair,  till  it  was  all  out  True, 
nr,  this  might  possibly  happen.  But,  what  have 
we  done!  Why,  we  have  cut  the  tail  off,  for 
fear  all  the  hair  should  be  taken  out  We  have 
oondvea  destroyed  all  that  portion  of  onr  trade 
which  the  belligerents  have  not  int^dioted. 

Taking  the  whole  into  view,  then,  I  think 
that  the  continuance  of  the  embargo,  as  an  as- 
aeriion  of  onr  rights,  is  not  an  efficient  mode  of 
rttaatance. 

But  gentlemen  aay,  in  a  crisis  like  the  present, 
when  eadi  individual  ought  to  contribute  his 
mite,  it  is  very  easy  to  find  fault;  and  they  ask 
&r  a  substitute.  I  want  no  substitute.  Take 
off  the  embargo.  That  is  what  I  want  But 
when  called  upon  in  this  manner,  I  cannot  help 
looking  around  me  to  the  source  whence  I  ex- 
pected higher  and  better  information.     The 


crisis  is  awful.  We  are  brought  into  it  by  the 
means  recommended  by  the  head  of  our  foreign 
relations.  I  think  the  President  advised  the 
embargo.  If  he  did  not,  he  certainly  advised 
the  gunboats  and  the  additional  military  force. 
In  these  minor  measures^  which  have  been  in 
their  consequences  so  interesting,  tliere  was  no 
want  of  advice  or  responsibility.  Why  then,  in 
this  awful  crisis,  shall  we  not  look  to  the  same 
quarter  ?  The  responsibility  is  left  on  us.  We 
anti-embargoists  show  that  things  ^ould  not 
have  been  thus,  had  our  advice  been  taken; 
and,  not  being  taken,  we  have  little  oncour- 
agement  to  give  more.  Our  advice  is  on  the 
journals.  We  said,  let  us  have  what  commerce 
we  can  get,  and  bring  home  returns  to  stimu- 
late our  industry.  I  believe  the  declarations  of 
gentlemen  when  they  say  that  they  are  friendly 
to  commerce ;  but  their  fondness  for  it  is  the 
embraoe  of  death.  They  say  they  will  protect 
it;  but  it  is  strange  that  they  should  begin  to 
protect  it  by  abolishing  it  I  contend  that  their 
measures  have  not  answered  the  purposes  of  pro- 
tection, but  on  the  contrary  they  have  been 
prejudicial  to  it ;  and  I  trust  in  their  candor 
that  they  will  join  us  in  giving  elasticity  to 
commerce,  and  removing  this  pressure.  The 
interests  of  commerce  and  agriculture  are  iden- 
tified; whenever  one  increases,  the  other  ex- 
tends. They  progress  pari  pauu.  Look  at 
your  mercantile  towns;  and  wherever  you  find 
one,  like  a  pebble  thrown  into  water,  its  influ- 
ence extends  in  a  circle  more  or  less  remotely, 
over  the  whole  surfjEtce.  Gentlemen  ftom  the 
agricultural  country  vote  to  support  commerce, 
because  it  increases  the  value  of  their  own  pro- 
duct; they  are  not  so  disinterested  as  they  sup- 
pose, and  I  believe  the  best  way  is  to  consider 
the  two  inseparable.  As  I  am  at  present  dis* 
posed,  could  I  not  obtain  a  total  repeal,  I  would 
prefer  a  resolution  laid  on  the  table  by  a  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Mttmfobd)  from  one  of  the  Wgest 
commercial  cities  in  the  Union,  and  who  must 
be  supposed  to  know  the  opinion  of  commercial 
men.  I  can  scarcely  with  my  knowledge  or 
understanding  point  out  any  thing ;  but  if  I  have 
not  capacity  to  be  one  of  tiie  ine,  1  can  readily 
perceive  whether  the  present  system  be  ade- 
quate or  not.  I  would  let  our  vessels  go  out 
armed  for  resistance;  and  if  they  were  inter- 
fered with,  I  would  make  the  dernier  appeaL 
We  are  able  and  wUling  to  resist;  and  when 
the  moment  arrives,  there  will  be  but  one  heart 
and  hand  throughout  the  whole  Union.  Ail 
will  be  American — all  united  for  the  protection 
of  their  dearest  rights  and  interests. 

Mr.  Ltox  opposed  the  report  in  a  speech  of 
an  hour. 

Mr.  Desha  said  he  had  been  particularly  at- 
tentive to  the  whole  of  the  debates  during  the 
very  lengthy  discussion  of  this  important  sub- 
ject, and,  said  he,  I  am  at  a  loss  how  to  under- 
stand gentlemen,  or  what  to  conclude  from 
thdr  observations.  Am  I  to  conclude  that  they 
are  really  Americans  in  principle  f  I  wish  to 
do  so;  and  I  hope  they  are;  but  it  appears 
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somewhat  doubtfol,  or  they  would  not  tamely 
give  up  the  honor  of  their  coontry  by  submit- 
Ung  to  French  decrees  and  British  Orders  in 
Council — that  is,  by  warmly  advocating  the 
repeal  of  the  embargo,  without  proposing  some- 
thing as  a  substitute.  Do  gentlemen  mean  an 
abject  acquiescence  to  those  iniquitous  decrees 
and  Orders  in  Council  ?  Do  gentlemen  mean  that 
that  liberty  and  independence  that  was  obtained, 
through  the  valorous  exertions  .of  our  ancestors, 
should  be '  wrested  from  our  hands  without  a 
murmur — ^that  independence,  in  the  obtaining 
of  which  so  mach  virtue  w^as  displayed,  and  so 
much  blood  was  shed  ?  Do  they  mean  that  it 
should  be  relinquished  to  our  former  masters 
without  a  struggle)  Gentlemen  assign  as  a 
reason  why  the  embargo  should  be  removed, 
its  inefficacy — ^that  it  has  not  answered  the  con- 
templated purpose.  I  acknowledge  that  as  a 
measure  of  coercion  it  has  not  come  entirely  up 
to  my  expectations.  It  has  not  been  as  efficient 
as  I  expected  it  would  have  been.  But  what 
are  the  reasons  why  it  has  not  fully  come  up  to 
the  expectations  of  its  supporters,  as  a  measure 
of  coercion  ?  The  reasons  are  obvious  to  every 
man  who  is  not  inimical  to  the  principles  of 
our  Government,  and  who  is  not  prejndiced 
against  the  present  Administration.  Was  it 
not  for  want  of  unanimity  in  support  of  the 
measure  f  Was  it  not  in  consequence  of  its  hav- 
ing been  wantonly,  shamefully,  and  infamously 
violated  ?  and  perhaps  winked  at  by  some  who  are 
inimical  to  the  principles  of  our  Grovernment ;  but 
who  have  had  address  and  ingenuity  sufficient  to 
procure  themselves  to  be  appointed  to  office, 
and  in  which  situation  they  have  obtained  a 
certain  influence,  and  by  misrepresentations  as 
well  as  clamorous  exertions  have,  in  many  in- 
stances, led  the  unwary  astray,  and  caused  the 
measure  to  become  unpopular  in  some  parts  of 
the  country  I  By  improper  representations  and 
fallacious  statements  of  certain  prints,  appar- 
ently, and  I  might  add,  undoubtedly,  hostile  to 
civil  liberty  and  free  Government,  and  advocates 
of  British  policy ;  by  the  baneful  opposition  of 
British  agents  and  partisans,  together  with  re- 
fugees or  old  tories,  who  still  reoblleei  their 
former  abject  standing,  and  who  have  never 
forgiven  the  American  independence,  and  who, 
in  m  probability,  are  doing  all  in  their  power 
at  this  time  to  assist  their  master  George  the 
Third  in  bringing  about  colonization  and  vassal- 
.age  in  this  happy  land — ^by  keeping  up  party 
spirit  to  such  a  height,  that  the  tyrant  of  the 
ocean  was  led  to  believe  that  he  had  a  most 
powerful  British  party  in  the  bosom  of  our 
country— ttnd  that,  by  an  extraordinary  oppo- 
sition made  to  the  embargo,  we  would  become 
restiess,  and  could  not  adhere  to  a  suspension  of 
commerce— <consequentiy  would  have  to  relax, 
and  fall  into  paying  tribute,  imder  the  Orders 
of  Council,  to  that  corrupt  Government,  Britcun. 
These  are  part  of  the  reasons  why  the  embargo, 
as  a  measure  of  coercion,  has  not  proved  com- 
pletely efficadous;  and  had  It  Dtot  been  for  this 
kind  of  conduct,  our  enemies  would  have  been 


brought  to  a  sense  of  jbstice,  an  amicable  acHost- 
ment  of  differences  would  have  taken  place. 
By  this  iniquitous  conduct  they  have  tried  to 
wrest  from  the  hands  of  Government  an  engine, 
the  best  calculated  of  all  others  that  could  nave 
been  imagined,  to  coerce  our  enemies  into  a 
sense  of  justice,  and  bring  about  redprocity  of 
commerce,  that  most  desirable  object,  a  system 
of  all  others  the  best  suited  to  the  peaceful  ge- 
nius of  our  Government  But  if  it  has  not  b^n 
entirely  efficacious  as  a  measure  of  coercion,  it 
has  been  particularly  serviceable  in  many  in- 
stances— ^by  keeping  us  out  of  war,  which  b  at 
all  times  to  be  deprecated  by  civilized  men,  by 
preserving  our  citizens  from  becoming  victims 
of  British  tyranny  on  board  their  war  ships,  and 
securing  an  immense  amount  of  American  prop- 
erty that  was  sailing  on  the  ocean,  supposed 
to  amount  in  value  to  between  sixty  and  a  hun- 
dred millions  of  dollars,  the  principal  part  of 
which  would  inevitably  have  fallen  into  the 
voracious  jaws  of  the  monster  of  the  deep,  or 
into  the  iron  grasp  of  the  tyrant  Napoleon — by 
which,  if  we  are  involved  in  war,  we  have  pre- 
served the  leading  sinews,  wealth ;  and  above 
all,  for  preventing  us  from  becoming  tributary 
to  those  piratical  depredators,  whose  inevitable 
determination  is  to  monopolize  the  whole  trade 
of  the  world,  by  which  tney  rob  us  of  our  in- 
herent rights.  If  gentiemen  had  come  inward 
with  propositions  to  adopt  any  thing  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  embargo,  that  would  have  prevent- 
ed us  from  the  degradation  of  submission,  or 
from  falling  into  the  hands  of  those  monsters  of 
iniquity,  they  no  doubt  would  have  met  with 
support  The  friends  of  this  measure  are  not 
so  particularly  attached  to  it,  but  what  they 
would  willingly  exchange  it  for  one  that  was 
less  sorely  felt,  less  oppressive,  and  one  that 
would  preserve  national  honor,  and  bring  about 
.  a  redress  of  grievances ;  as  it  was  with  extreme 
regret  that  they  had  to  resort  to  the  measure 
of  the  embargo,  and  which  could  only  be  war- 
ranted by  the  necessity  of  the  case.  I  am  as 
anxious  for  the  repeal  of  the  embaigo  as  any 
gentleman  in  this  House,  or  perhaps  any  man 
on  the  continent,  whenever  it  can  be  done  con- 
sistent with  the  honor  and  welfare  of  the  nation. 
The  citizens  of  Kentucky,  whom  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent,  feel  its  effects  in  common 
with  their  fellow  men  throughout  the  conti- 
nent;  but  their  patriotism  is  such  that  they  bear 
it  with  cheertulness,  and  magnanimity,  and  very 
justly  consider  it  as  a  preventive  of  greater  evils. 
I  think  that  a  retrograde  step  at  this  time  would 
have  the  appearance  of  acquiescence,  and  be 
xsalculated  to  mark  the  Government  with  pusil- 
lanimity; therefore  I  deprecate  war,  believing 
as  I  do,  that  in  a  Government  constructed  like 
ours,  war  ought  to  be  the  last  alternative,  so  as 
to  preserve  national  honor.  As  such  it  would 
perhaps  be  advisable  to  adopt  something  like 
the  second  resolution  that  is  under  considera^n, 
which,  in  addition  to  the  embargo,  would  amount 
toa  complete  non-intercourse — which  if  system- 
atically adhered  to  must  produce  the  desired 
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effect  If  it  should  not,  it  wiU  at  lea^t  give 
time  to  make  preparations  for  a  n^ore  energetic 
appeal,  which  may  prohahly  have  to  he  the  re- 
rait.  Bat  let  it  not  he  nnderstood,  hecaose  I 
am  for  avoiding  war,  as  long  as  it  can  he  avoid- 
ed upon  honorahle  terms,  that  I  am  against 
going  to  war  when  it  hecomes  actually  necessary. 
No,  sir,  my  life  and  my  property  are  at  aU  times 
at  my  coantry's  command,  and  I  feel  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  that  the  citizens  of  Kentucky, 
whom  I  nave  the  honor  to  represent,  would 
step  forward  with  alacrity,  and  defend  with 
hravery  that  independence  in  which  they  glory, 
and  in'the  ohtainmg  of  which  some  of  the  hest 
hlood  of  their  ancestors  was  spilt;  for  the  de- 
gradation of  trihnte  they  would  spurn  with 
manly  indignation.  I  would  even  agree  to  go 
farther.  From  my  present  impression,  I  womd 
agree  to  a  recall  of  our  Ministers  ttom  hoth 
England  and  IVance,  and  to  a  dischai^e  of 
theirs;  and  have  no  intercourse  with  the  prin- 
cipal helligerents  until  they  learned  to  respect 
onr  rights  as  an  independent  nation,  and  laid 
aside  that  dictatorial  conduct  which  has  for 
years  been  characteristic  of  those  European  des- 
pots; for  I  am  almost  certain,  under  exist- 
ing circumstances,  that  our  Ministers  in  neither 
England  nor  France  can  do  us  any  possible 
service,  and  that  their  Ministers  here  can,  and 
in  all  probability  do  a  great  deal  of  harm, 
by  fomenting  division  and  keeping  up  party 
spirit,  at  a  time,  too,  when  unanimity  is  of  the 
utmost  consequence. 

As  to  our  commerce  being  driven  from  the 
ocean,  I  am  not  disposed  to  take  a  lengthy  re- 
trospect, or  to  examine  minutely  in  order  to  dis- 
oovo*  which  of  our  enemies,  England  or  France, 
was  the  first  duressor;  it  is  sufficient  for  me 
that  both  France  and  England  have  done  nearly 
all  in  their  power  to  harass  and  oppress  us  in 
eveiy  imaginable  w^.  I  am  not  the  apologist 
of  either  France  or  England.  I  am  an  Ameri- 
can in  principle,  and  I  trust  whenever  it  ia 
thouffht  necessary  to  call  my  energies  into  ac- 
tion I  shall  prove  myself  to  be  such,  by  defend- 
ing and  protecting  the  rights  and  independence 
of  my  own  country,  from  any  encroachments, 
let  ^em  come  from  what  quarter  they  may. 
By  those  iniquitous  decrees  of  France,  all  ves- 
sels bound  to  or  from  England  are  deemed  law- 
fbl  {Hiza,  and  if  spoken  by  an  English  ship  they 
were  condemned  in  the  prize  courts  of  France. 
When  a  ship  anived  in  any  of  ihe  French  ports, 
bribery  and  corruption  was  practiced ;  in  order 
to  succeed  in  her  condemnation,  a  separate  ex- 
amination of  the  crew  would  be  resorted  to,  as 
to  the  events  that  happened  on  the  voyage ;  of- 
fers made  of  one-third  of  the  ship  and  lading  as 
their  portion  of  the  prize  money,  if  they  would 
give  information  of  their  vessel  having  touched 
at  any  of  the  ports  of  England,  or  that  any  Eng- 
lish craiser  had  visited  her  on  the  voyage. 
Consequently,  by  the  French  decrees,  all  prop* 
erty  afloat  belonging  to  the  Americans  was  lia- 
ble to  seizure  and  condemnation.  Are  gentle- 
moi,  poiwoming  the  fee&ngs  of  Americans,  pre- 


pared to  submit  to  such  degradation  ?  Are  they 
prepared  to  say  the  embargo  shall  be  raised, 
while  our  commerce  is  subjected  to  this  kind 
of  depredation  ?    I  trust  not. 

As  respects  the  British  Orders  in  Council,  all 
American  vessels  bound  to  French  ports,  or  to 
any  of  the  allies  of  the  French,  are  considered 
good  prize  in  the  courts  of  Britain.  England 
says  you  must  not  carry  on  any  trade  to  any  of 
the  places  that  I  have  interdicted,  without  ob- 
taining my  leave — ^payme  a  duty,  and  then  you 
shall  be  permitted  to  go  to  any  port— by  paying 
me  a  tribute  you  may  trade  to  any  port  you 
please.  Degrading  to  freemen!  Britain  in  her 
goodness  says,  you  shaU  have  the  liberty  to 
bring  flour  from  the  United  States  of  America 
to  England,  land  it,  and  re-export  it,  by  paying 
two  dollars  on  every  barrel  into  my  coffers. 
On  cotton,  which  is  certainly  a  very  important 
article,  a  duty  is  charged  on  its  exportation  of 
about  nine  pence  per  pound  staling;  nearly 
equal  to  the  frill  value  of  that  article  in  the 
parts  of  America  where  it'  is  raised,  exclusive 
of  the  import  duty,  which  is  two  pence  in  the 
pound.  Therefore,  if  our  traders  wish  to  go  to 
the  Continent  of  Europe,  the  condition  is,  a 
tribute  must  be  paid  nearly  equal  to  the  value 
of  the  cai^,  exclusive  of  the  insurance  and  riaJL 
If  I  mistake  not,  about  two-thirds  of  the  cotton 
exported  from  this  country  is  made  use  of  in 
England;  on  the  balance  a  tribute  must  be  paid 
of  about  nine  pence  sterling  per  pound,  which 
is  about  twenty  millions  of  pounds — on  a  calcu- 
lation the  sums  will  be  found  to  be  enormous— 
purely  for  the  liberty  of  selling  cotton ;  as  also 
high  and  oppressive  duties  on  other  articles.  If 
these  impositions  are  submitted  to,  I  pronounce 
your  liberties  gone — ^irretrievably  lost — a  blot 
made  in  the  American  political  character,  never 
to  be  obliterated.  No  man  possessing  an  Amer- 
ican heart  will  submit  to  the  degradation  of  pay- 
ing tribute  to  any  nation  on  earth,  nor  suffer  tiie 
freemen  of  America  to  be  taxed  without  their 
consent.  Will  gentlemen  say  the  embargo  law 
must  be  repealed,  and  suffer  our  commerce  to 
flow  in  its  usual  channel,  while  the  decrees  of 
France  and  the  British  Orders  in  Council  are 
enforced,  by  which  they  would  not  only  be  lia- 
ble to  seizure  and  condemnation,  but  what  is 
more  degrading,  pay  a  tribute  of  many  millions 
of  dollars  annuaJly,  too  degrading  to  be  thought 
of  with  patience?  We  received  liberty  in  its 
purity  from  our  heroic  ancestors — ^it  is  a  duty 
incumbent  on  us  to  transmit  it  to  posterity  un- 
sullied, or  perish  in  the  undertaking. 

But,  sir,  it  has  been  said  that  the  people  of 
the  East  would  not  bear  the  continuance  of  the 
embargo  any  longer — ^that  they  would  force 
their  way  in  trade ;  hinting,  I  presume,  that 
they  would  openly  rebel  against  your  laws  if 
they  were  not  aUowed  to  pursue  their  usual 
course  in  commerce,  by  which  they  subscribe  to 
those  nefarious  Orders  in  Coundl,  which  is  trib- 
ute of  the  most  degrading  kind.  Who  are  these 
people  of  the  Jlast  that  have  the  hardihood  to 
insinuate  any  thing  like  rebellion  against  the 
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laws  of  the  land^  or  that  would  wish  to  degrade 
themselves  so  far  as  to  pay  tribute?  It  cannot 
be  the  descendants  of  the  heroes  of  '76,  that 
bravely  stepped  forth  and  fonght  against  a  ty- 
rant for  liberty !  It  cannot  be  the  descendants 
of  those  brave  fellows  that  strngffled  on  the 
brow  of  Bunker^s  Hill  for  independence!  No. 
It  most  be  the  descendants  of  refugees  or  old 
tories,  or  otherwise  it  must  be  British  agents  or 
partisans ;  for  no  man  possessing  the  feeling  that 
an  American  ouffht  to  ieel,  would  throw  out 
such  threats,  or  degrade  himself  by  coming  un- 
der tribute.  If  patriotism  has  left  the  land  of 
freedom— if  it  has  taken  its  flight  from  the  mild 
and  peaceful  shores  of  Oolumbia-^if  foreign  in- 
fluence and  corruption  has  extended  itself  so  far 
that  the  people  are  disposed  to  rebel  against  the 
Government  of  their  country — if  the  dissemina- 
tion of  foreign  gold  has  had  the  baneful  effect 
of  suppressing  all  noble  and  patriotic  senti- 
mentflL  it  is  indeed  time  that  foreign  intercourse 
^ould  cease.  If  the  spirit  of  commercial  spec- 
ulation and  cupidity  had  surmounted  all  xmtriot- 
ism,  it  is  time  that  more  energetic  measures 
should  be  resorted  to,  in  order  that  the  chaff 
might  be  separated  from  the  wheat;  in  a  word, 
that  traitors  might  be  knbwn. 

Mr.  Nblbon  said  it  was  with  very  considera- 
ble reluctance  that  he  rose  to  make  a  few  re- 
marks on  this  subject,  after  the  very  lengthy  and 
very  eloquent  discourse  of  the  gentleman  firom 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Eet.)  I  did  not  intend,  said 
he,  to  have  troubled  the  House  upon  this  ques- 
tion ;  but  as  I  am  a  man  who  generally  speaks 
off-hand,  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  answer  the 
arguments  of  any  gentleman  promptly,  if  I  in- 
tend to  do  it  at  fdl.  For  this  reason  I  rise  to 
do  away  some  fake  impi^ssions  which  may  have 
been  made  by  tlie  gentleman's  eloquence  on  the 
House,  and  on  the  by-standers,  in  the  galleries, 
for  I  must  say  that  his  speech  was  better  calcu- 
lated for  the  galleries  than  for  the  sober  mem- 
bers of  this  House.  The  gentleman  commenced 
his  argument  with  stating,  what  I  do  not  be- 
lieve, with  due  submission,  is  true  in  point  of 
fact,  that,  although  at  their  last  session  the  Le- 
gislature of  Maryland  passed  resolutions  approv- 
ing the  embargo,  yet  another  election  having 
taken  place,  the  present  Legislature  have  passed 
contrary  resolutions. 

Mr.  Kit  said  he  had  spoken  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  Maryland^  and  not  of  the 
Legislature. 

Mr.  Nklbon  said  the  House  of  Representatives 
have,  to  be  sure,  passed  resolutions  bottomed 
on  the  same  principles  as  those  on  which  the 
gentleman  himself  has  Bpoke]:^  and  which  I 
have  heard  echoed  in  the  electioneering  cam- 
paign from  almost  every  stump  in  the  district 
in  which  I  live.  Whilst  the  gentleman  was  on 
this  subject,  I  wish  he  had  told  us  of  the  philippic 
these  resolutions  got  from  the  Senate  of  Mary- 
land. The  fact  is  not,  as  I  understood  the  gen- 
tleman to  say,  that  the  Legislature  of  Maryland 
have  passed  resolutions  disapprowng  the  meas- 
ures of  the  Government.  But  the  gentleman  inti- 


mates that  the  politics  of  Maryland  have  nnder- 
gone  a  great  change,  and  that  the  party  formeriy 
uppermost,  is  now  under.  Sir,  the  question 
which  turned  out  the  old  members  of  the  Legis- 
lature in  the  county  where  I  live,  was  not  the 
embargo  system,  but  a  question  as  to  a  State 
law.  The' militia  system  was  the  stumbling- 
block  which  caused  many  of  the  old  memb^ 
to  be  turned  out,  and  thus  the  opposite  party  got 
the  ascendency  in  one  branch  of  the  L^slatare 
of  Maryland.  But,  since  that  election,  another 
has  taken  place  for  members  of  Congress;  and 
how  has  that  turned  out?  Why,  sir,  that  gen- 
tlemau  and  two  other  anti-embaraoists  are 
elected,  whilst  six  men,  who  have  fuways  ap- 
proved of  it,  are  also  returned ;  making  six  to 
three.  Does  this  prove  a  change?  No,  ar. 
But  we  have  had  another  election  since  that 
Out  of  eleven  electors,  nine  men  are  returned 
as  elected  who  have  approved  this  system  of 
measures.  Does  this  prove  that  the  embargo 
was  the  cause  of  the  change  of  the  politics  ^ 
the  Maryland  Legislature?    I  think  not,  sir. 

But  the  gentleman  has  said  that  the  embargo, 
and  not  the  Orders  in  Council  and  decree  has 
destroyed  the  commerce  of  this  country.  I  do 
not  know,  after  all  the  arguments  which  I  have 
heard,  if  the  gentleman  listened  with  the  same 
attention  as  I  did,  how  he  could  make  such  an 
assertion.  When  our  ports  are  blockaded,  and 
all  the  world  is  against  us,  so  that,  if  the  em- 
bargo was  raised,  we  could  go  nowhere  wi& 
perfect  freedom,  can  gentlemen  say  that  the 
embargo  has  mined  our  commerce  ?  I^  it  not 
these  acts  which  have  shut  us  out  from  a  mar- 
ket? The  gentleman  says  we  may  trade  to 
England.  Yes,  sir,  we  may,  provided  we  will 
pay  all  such  duties  as  she  chooses,  and  go  no- 
where else.  And  would  not  the  doing  this 
place  us  in  precisely  the  same  situation  as  we 
were  in  before  the  Revolution?  En^and  says 
we  onay  trade  with  her,  paying  heavy  import 
and  export  duties,  but  says  we  shall  go  nowhere 
else.  If  you  go  anywhere  else,  she  says  yoa 
shall  go  by  England,  take  a  license,  and  pay  a 
duty,  and  then  yon  may  trade.  Is  it  to  be  sup- 
posed that  the  people  of  the  United  States  will 
agree  to  this  ?  Are  they  reduced  to  that  situa- 
tion, that  they  will  become  the  vassals  of  a  for- 
eign power— for  what  ?  Why,  air,  for  the  pros- 
ecution of  a  trade  with  that  foreign  power, 
who,  if  her  present  impositions  be  submitted 
to,  may  cut  up  our  trade  in  any  manner  she 
pleases ;  for,  through  our  trade,  she  will  raise 
a  revenue  to  almo^  an  equal  amount  with  the 
value  of  your  whole  produce  carried  hence. 
She  levies  a  higher  tribute  on  some  articles  than 
the  article  itself  is  worth,  and  this  trade  the 
gentleman  wants  to  pursue.  He  wants  no  sub- 
stitute ;  *^  take  off  Uie  embargo,"  says  he,  ^  and 
let  us  trade."  Sir,  if  we  could  trade  upon  equal 
terms,  I,  too,  should  say,  **  take  off  the  em- 
bargo, and  let  us  trade."  But  if  we  cannot 
trade,  except  under  the  license  of  a  foreign 
power,  I  say  it  would  be  ruinous  to  us.  And 
nas  it  come  to  this,  for  all  the  arguments  go  to 
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thu,  that  the  American  people,  for  the  sake  of 
pounds,  Bhillings,  and  pence,  for  the  sake  of 
hoarding  np  a  few  pence,  are  to  give  up  their 
independence,  and  become  vassals  of  England 
and  France  ?  I  hear  nothing  from  the  gentle- 
man abont  the  Tumor  of  the  nation.  It  would 
2>pear  as  if  ^ntlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
oose  are  willing  to  sell  their  country  if  they 
c^  put  money  in  their  pocket.  Take  off  the 
embaigo,  they  cry — for  what?  money.  Pay 
tribute— for  what?  money.  Surrender  your 
independence — ^for  what  ?  all  for  money,  sir. 
I  trust  the  people  have  a  different  feeling  from 
these  gentlemen.  The  people  love  money,  sir ; 
but  they  love  liberty  and  mdependence  much 
better.  If  money  had  been  the  sole  object,  the 
Revelation  irould  never  have  happened ;  and 
if  that  be  our  sole  object  now,  the  blood  spilt 
and  money  q>ent  in  our  Revolution  was  all  in 
vain.  But  the  gentleman  says,  that  our  honor 
is  not  concerned ;  that  Republics  have  none  ; 
that  thdr  honor  is  to  pursue  that  course  by 
which  they  can  make  the  most  money. 

Mr.  Est  sud  that  he  did  not  say  that  the 
honor  of  the  nation  was  money ;  but  that  the 
line  of  conduct  was  most  honorable  which  best 
secured  the  happiness  and  independence  of  t^e 
people. 

Mr.  Neijboii.— I  ask  pardon  of  the  gentle- 
man  if  I  misrepresented  him ;  because  the  gen- 
tleman's argument  was  quite  vulnerable  enough, 
without  my  making  it  more  so  than  it  redly 
was.  I  did  understand  the  gentleman  to  say, 
and  had  he  not  contradicted  me,  should  still  be- 
lieve so,  that  the  honor  of  the  Republic  is  pre- 
cisely that  which  brings  the  most  riches  to  the 
nation.  But  I  ask,  whether  the  line  of  conduct 
recommended  by  that  gentleman  be  such  a  one 
as  would  be  proper  to  secure  and  take  care  of 
the  independence  of  the  people  ?  Is  it  to  secure 
the  ind^endence  of  the  people,  to  suffer  a  for- 
eign nation  to  impose  upon  them  any  terms 
which  it  thinks  prefer?  Is  it  for  the  honor  or 
happiness  of  this  nation  that  we  should  again 
peas  under  the  yoke  of  Great  Britain?  Is  it 
for  the  honor  of  the  nation  to  remove  the  em- 
bargo, without  taking  any  other  measure,  and 
to  bear  with  every  indignity?     No,  sir;  and 

C~  e gentleman  tells  you,  ^*  takeoff  the em- 
I  want  no  substitute.''  I  did  not  suppose, 
sir,  that  gentlemen  who  oppose  our  measures  (for 
I  have  great  charity  for  them)  would  openly 
t^Qsto  take  off  the  embargo,  and  trade  as 
foreign  nations  choose  to  dictate. 

Bat  the  gentleman  talks  about  the  pressure 
of  the  embargo.  That  it  does  press  hard  is  be- 
yond doubt  It  is  an  evil  thing  in  itself;  some- 
tbing  like  the  dose  a  doctor  gives  us ;  it  is  a 
disagreeable  thing  in  itself,  but  it  cures  your 
eomphunt  Thus  the  embargo  is  a  disagree- 
able thing;  but  if  we  swallow  it,  however  dis- 
agreeable, it  may  bring  the  political  body  to 
iKalth.  The  gentleman  gilds  the  pill  he  would 
give  us;  but  it  is  a  slow  poison  that  would 
creep  upon  ua,  and  bring  on  a  distemper  here- 
tofore unknown  to  us,  that  sooner  or  later 


would  carry  us  to  the  grave.  We  take  off  the 
embargo,  and  trade  on  their  terms ;  what  will 
be  the  consequence?  Will  they  not  forever 
hereafter  compel  us  to  trade  as  they  please? 
Unquestionably.  And  is  it  not  better  to  submit 
to  some  inconveniences,  eventually  to  insure  a 
free  trade? 

The  gentleman  says  that,  if  produce  be  offered 
for  sale,  on  condition  that  the  embargo  be  raised, 
it  will  bring  a  higher  price  than  if  on  a  certain- 
ty that  the  embargo  is  to  be  continued.  No 
doubt,  sir,  when  the  embargo  is  taken  of^  a 
momentary  spur  will  be  given  to  exportation ; 
but  how  long  will  it  continue  ?  It  will  last  but 
a  very  few  weeks.  Produce  will  soon  be  re- 
duced to  its  proper  level  in  the  market.  Take 
floor,  for  instance,  the  principal  article  raised 
for  exportation  in  the  gentleman's  district  and 
mine.  It  would  rise,  on  a  removal  of  the  em- 
bargo, to  ten  or  twelve  dollars ;  and  how  long 
would  that  price  last?  It  would  be  a  thing  of 
a  day,  and  to  the  people  who  live  in  our  dis- 
tricts of  no  sort  of  consequence ;  it  would  be 
of  no  benefit  but  to  those  who  have  flour  at  the 
market ;  to  the  merchants  who  have  bought  it 
up  at  a  low  price.  Before  the  honest  &rmer 
can  bring  his  produce  to  market,  the  great  price 
will  be  dl  over ;  and  though  no  embargo  affects 
it,  will  be  down  to  its  present  price,  of  four  or 
five  dollars ;  so  that,  although  a  removal  of  the 
embargo  would  reduce  the  price  of  produce  at 
first,  I  cannot  see  how  gentlemen  would  make 
that  an  argument  for  taking  off  the  embargo. 
If  the  gentleman  can  show  that  the  price  will 
continue,  and  that  we  can  traffic  without  dis- 
honor, then,  sir,  would  I  cordially  join  hands 
with  him  to  take  off  the  embargo. 

But  the  gentleman  says,  that  the  pressure  is 
so  very  great  that  some  of  the  States  have 
passed  laws  for  suspending  executions.  I  know 
not  what  has  been  done  in  other  States  on  this 
subject,  nor  what  has  been  done  in  my  own.  If 
the  gentleman  has  any  information  on  the  sub- 
ject, I  should  like  to  hear  it.  A  bill  was  before 
the  House  of  Delegates  for  that  purpose,  but  I 
did  trust  in  God  that  it  would  be  unanimously 
rejected.  That  such  a  law  would  pass  in  Mary- 
land I  never  had  an  idea,  because  it  is  totally 
unnecessary.  There  are  fewer  men  confined  in 
jail  for  debt  on  this  day  than  there  ever  were 
before  for  sixteen  years  that  I  have  been  in  the 
practice  of  the  law  in  that  State.  No  man  has 
gone  to  jail  but  those  who,  to  use  an  emphatic 
expression,  have  hroheninto  jailt  who  were  too 
idle  to  work  to  pay  their  debts ;  who  would  get 
a  friend  to  put  them  into  jail,  if  they  could  get 
no  other;  and  who  stay  there  awhile,  and  then 
come  out  new  men.  This  being  the  case,  there 
can  be  no  reason  for  shutting  the  courts  of  jus- 
tice there. 

On  the  subject  of  revenue,  I  can  only  say,  that 
at  present  there  appears  to  be  no  deficiency  of 
money  in  the  Treasury.  It  is  very  certain  that 
if  this  embargo  and  non-Intercourse  system  be 
continued  long,  our  Treasury  will  run  short, 
and  we  shall  have  no  means  of  filling  it  but  by 
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loans  or  direct  taxation.  But  I  trust  and  hope 
that  before  the  money  already  in  the  Treasury 
is  fairly  expended,  if  we  pursue  our  object  we 
shall  get  OYer  our  embarrassments.  Bather 
than  pursue  this  subject  much  further,  I  would 
not  only  arm  our  merchantmen  at  sea,  but  our 
citizens  on  the  land,  and  march  to  the  North 
and  East,  and  see  if  we  could  not  do  them  some 
iigury  in  return  for  all  that  we  have  receiyed 
from  them,  even  if  we  should  do  ourselTes  no 
good  by  it  It  would  do  me  some  good  to  be 
able  to  do  them  some  injury.  I  confess  I  do 
not  like  this  Quaker  policy.  If  one  man  slaps 
another's  face,  the  other  ought  to  knock  him 
down ;  and  I  hope  this  will  be  our  policy. 

But  the  gentleman  says  that  the  President 
recommend^  this  measure  to  Cdngress  as  a 
measure  of  precaution.  I  do  believe  that^  at 
the  tune  the  embargo  was  laid,  it  was  done  as 
a  measure  of  precaution,  and  Ihe  President 
viewed  it  in  that  light.  After  its  having  an- 
swered every  purpose  as  a  measure  of  precau- 
tion, I  am  for  continuing  it  as  a  measure  of  co- 
ercion. For,  whatever  gentlemen  say  about 
turning  sugar  plantations  into  cotton-fields,  if 
the  embargo  be  rigidly  enforced,  that  we  shall 
distress  the  West  Indies  very  considerably,  I  do 
believe.  I  am  unwilling  to  involve  this  conn- 
try  in  a  war  if  I  can  avoid  it,  but  I  am  still 
more  unwilling  to  take  off  the  embargo  and 
embrace  the  proposition  of  my  colleague :  for  I 
have  no  idea  of  a  free  trade  being  permitted  to 
ns.  In  any  country  a  war  is  to  be  deprecated ; 
in  this  country  particularly,  where  every  thing 
depends  on  the  will  of  the  people,  we  ought  to 
be  well  aware  that  war  meets  the  approbation 
of  the  people.  We  might  make  many  dedara- 
tions  of  war  without  effect,  unless  ^the  people 
follow  us.  We  try  every  method  to  obtain 
honorable  peace ;  and  if  we  do  not  succeed,  the 
people  will  go  with  us  heart  and  hand  to  war. 

I  shall  enter  into  no  calculations  on  this  sub- 
ject, sir.  When  the  great  question  is  presented 
to  us  whether  we  will  submit  or  maintain  our 
independence,  we  must  determine  either  to  do 
one  or  the  otiier :  that  nation  is  not  independ- 
ent which  carries  on  trade  subject  to  the  will 
of  any  other  power.  Then,  to  my  mind,  the 
only  question  is,  shall  we  defend  ourselves,  or 
ahall  we  submit?  And  on  that  question  I  will 
make  no  calculations.  If  a  man  submits,  of 
what  use  are  calculations  of  money,  for  it  may 
be  drawn  from  hhn  at  the  pleasure  of  his  mas- 
ter ?  Let  us  have  as  mndi  trade  as  we  may,  if 
we  can  only  carry  it  on  as  othersplease,  we 
need  not  calculate  about  money.  Vfe  shall  be 
poor,  indeed:  and,  having  lost  our  independ- 
ence, we  shall  not  ev^n  have  money  in  return 
for  it  But  this  nation  will  not  submit,  sir,  nor 
will  any  man,  who  is  a  real  American,  advocate 
such  a  doctrine. 

As  to  the  embargo,  Mr.  N.  said  he  was  not 
wedded  to  it  If  any  better  system  were  de- 
vised, he  would  give  up  the  present  system  and 
embrace  the  better  one,  let  it  come  whence  it 
would. 


The  House  adjourned  without  taking  a  ques- 
tion. 


Fbidat,  December  9. 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition  of  the  Pred- 
dent  and  Directors  of  the  Washiugton  Bridge 
Oompany,  praying  a  revision  and  amendment 
of  an  act  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
entitled  *  An  act  authorizing  the  erection  of  a 
bridge  over  the  river  Potomac  witbin  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia." — ^Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Jeremiah  Morbow,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands,  presented  a  bill  to  revive 
and  continue  the  authority  of  the  Commission- 
ers of  Kaskaskia;  which  was  read*  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  .of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  President 
to  employ  an  additional  number  of  revenue 
cutters  was  read  a  third  time :  Whereupon,  a 
motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Dubeix  that  the  «ud 
bill  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  farther  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  to  the  House :  it  p^issed  in 
the  negative. 

The  main  question  was  then  taken,  that  the 
said  biU  do  pass,  and  resolved  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  90,  nays  26,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — ^Evan  Alexander,  Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis 
Alston,  Jan.,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Joseph 
Barker,  Bnrwell  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  William 
Blackledce,  John  Blake,  Jan.,  Thomas  Bloont^  Adam 
Boyd,  John  Boyle,  Robert  Brown,  William  Bntkr, 
Joa&fii  Calhoan,  George  W.  Campbell,  Matthew  Clay, 
Johh  Clopton,  Kiohaid  Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Josiah 
Deane,  Joseph  Desha,  Daniel  M.  Dmrell,  WiDiam 
Fiodlay,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Framsb 
Gardner,  Thomas  Gholson,  jnn.,  Peterson  Goodwjn, 
Ediiun  Gray,  Isaiah  L  Green,  John  Hams,  J<^ 
Heister,  William  Helms,  James  Holland,  David 
Holmes,  Benjamin  Howard,  Renben  Homphreys, 
Daniel  Ilsley,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  James  KeUy, 
Thomas  Kenan,  Philip  B.  Key,  William  Eirkpfttrick, 
John  Lambert,  Edward  Lloyd,  John  Love^  Robert 
Marion,  William  McCreery,  William  Milnor,  Daniel 
Montgomery,  Jan.,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R. 
Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John 
Morrow,  Gordon  S.  Mnmford,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Wilson  C  Nicholas,  John 
Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennesaee,  Jacob  Richards,  Matthias  Riehaids^ 
Samuel  Riker,  Benjamin  Say,  Ebeneaer  Seaver, 
Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  Jadediah 
K.  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, Clement  Storer,  Peter  Swart,  John  Taylor, 
John  Thompson,  Geoxge  M  Tronp^  James  L  Van 
Allen,  Archibald  Van  Home,  Daniel  G.  Verplanck, 
Jesse  Wharton,  Robert  WMtehill,  Isaao  WHboor, 
Alexander  Wilson,  and  Richard  Wynn. 

Nays. — John  Campbell,  Martin  Chittenden,  John 
Colpeper,  John  Davenport,  Jan.,  James  Elliot,  W3- 
liam  Ely,  Barent  Crardemer,  William  Hoge,  Richard 
Jackson,  Robert  Jenkins,  Joseph  Lewis,  Jan.,  Edward 
St  Loe  Livermore,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  Josiah  Mastery 
Jonathan  0.  Mosely,  Timothy  Pitkin,  Jan.,  John  Rns- 
sell,  James  Sloan,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Star- 
gas,  Samnel  Taggart,  Baiyamin  TaUmodge,  Jabex 
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Upbam,  Philip  Van  GoitUodt,  David  R.  WilliamB, 
aad  Natbaa  Wilflon. 

Boohed^  That  the  title  be,  ^  An  act  to  author- 
ize the  PitaBideiit  to  employ  an  additional  num- 
ber of  revenue  cutters." 

A  meesage  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  en- 
titled ^^  An  act  farther  to  amend  the  judicial 
system  of  the  United  States ; "  to  which  they 
deoie  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Foreign  Affairs, 

The  House  resumed  the  consid^ation  of  the 
unfinished  business  depending  yesterday  at  the 
time  of  adjoumment---the  report  of  tlie  com- 
mittee still  xmder  consideration. 

Mr.  D.  B.  WnxAMS  said :  It  has  become  very 
fashionable  to  apologize  to  you,  sir,  for  every 
trespass  irhich  a  gentlenmn  contemplates  mak- 
ing on  the  patience  of  the  House,  and  I  do  not 
know  but  in  ordinary  cases  it  may  be  very  prop- 
er; but  the  present  question  is  certainly  such 
a  one  as  exempts  every  gentleman  from  the 
necesnfy  of  making  any  apology  whatever.  I 
shall  <^er  none,  and  for  the  additional  reason, 
that  I  have  given  to  every  member  who  has 
spoken  the  utmost  of  my  attention. 

Upon  this  question,  which  presents  itself  in 
every  point  of  view  too  clear  to  admit  of  a 
sin^e  doubt ;  equally  unsusceptible  of  sophisti- 
cal perversion  or  misrepresentation ;  a  question 
which  involves  a  political  truism,  and  which  is 
ondenied;  a  debate  has  grown  out  of  it,  em- 
bradng  the  whole  foreign  relations  of  this 
country.  I  shall  not  attempt  to  follow  the 
genUemen  in  the  course  whidi  they  have  pur- 
soed,  but  will  oonfine  my  observations  to  a  Jus- 
tification of  the  embargo,  and  to  the  proof,  tiiat 
the  orders  and  decrees  of  the  belligerents,  and 
not  the  embai^,  as  was  said  by  the  gentleman 
from  Varyhmd,  (Mr.  Kst,)  have  produced  the 
present  embarrassments.  Bad  as  our  situation 
was  at  the  dose  of  the  last  session,  it  has  now 
beoome  infinitely  worse.  The  offer  to  suspend 
the  embargo  laws,  for  a  suspension  of  the  Orders 
in  Council,  made  in  a  sincere  spirit  of  concilia- 
tion, has  been  contemptuously  rejected,  those 
orders  Justified,  and  an  extension  of  their  ope- 
ration threatened:  this  is  a  state  of  things  in- 
sufferible.  At  a  crisis  of  this  sort,  the  impor- 
tance of  which  every  gentleman  acknowledges, 
I  deem  it  proper  that  every  man  who  feels  an 
ardent  love  of  conntry  should  come  forward  to 
save  tiiat  country,  to  rescue  his  sinking  parent 
from  the  jaws  of  pollution.  The  effort  should 
be,  who  shall  render  our  common  country  the 
most  good ;  who  inUl  be  foremost  in  the  ranks ; 
we  should  not  shrink  behind  the  irresponsible 
stand  of  doing  nothing,  ready  to  raise  ourselves 
upon  the  mistakes  of  others ;  perhaps,  the  vir- 
tootts  miafortnneB  of  onr  political  brothers.  I 
am  willing  to  take  my  share  of  the  responsi- 
bility of  asserting  the  wisdom  of  the  original 
in^NMition  of  the  embargo^  and  the  correctness 
of  its  present  and  ftature  continuance.  Gentle- 
lam  have  been  frequently  called  upon,  while 


they  make  vehement  declamation  against  the 
embargo,  to  say  what  they  wish  in  its  stead; 
they  declare  the  utmost  hostility  to  the  measure, 
and  yet  they  offer  no  substitute.  Can  they  for 
one  moment  forget,  that  upon  this  question  as 
upon  every  other  national  subject,  we  must  all 
hang  together  or  be  hung  separate  I  It  inevi- 
tably foUows  from  the  organization  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, that  this  is  the  fact. 

I  consider  the  ori^al  imposition  of  the  em- 
bargo, as  wise  in  a  precautionary  point  of  view ; 
and  notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  said,  and 
eloquently  said,  by  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, (Mr.  Est,)  I  believe  it  was  called  for  by 
the  ,most  imperious  public  necessity.  Every 
one  must  know,  that  had  it  not  been  for  the 
embargo,  millions  of  property,  and  (what  is 
worse)  thousands  of  our  seamen,  must  have 
fjEtllen  a  sacrifice  to  the  cupidity  of  belligerent 
cruisers.  No  need  of  calculations  on  this  sub- 
ject— ^I  shall  not  stop  to  enter  into  one.  I  ap- 
peal to  the  common  sense  of  the  nation  and  of 
this  House,  whether  or  not  the  orders  and  de- 
crees were  calculated  to  have  swept  from  the 
ocean  all  our  floating  property  and  seamen. 
But,  no,  say  gentlemen,  the  seamen  are  not 
saved ;  and  here  we  are  amused  with  the  old 
story,  new  vamped,  of  the  fishermen  runzung 
away.  The  seamen  ffone,  sir !  This  is  a  libel 
on  their  generous  and  patriotic  natures.  Where 
are  they  gone  ?  Every  man  who  ventures  such 
an  allegation,  is  bound  to  prove  it;  because  it 
is,  if  true,  susceptible  of  proof.  Surely,  sir,  the 
assertion,  or  even  proof,  that  British  or  other 
foreign  seamen  have  left  your  service,  does  not 
establish  that  American  seamen  have  deserted 
their  country.  The  British  seamen  gone!  I 
am  ^lad  of  it,  sir.  I  wish  there  had  never  been 
one  m  our  service ;  and  if  there  is  an  American 
tar  who  would,  in  the  hour  of  peril,  desert  his 
conntry,  that  he  would  go  also.  The  thing  is 
impossible  sir;  every  vessel  which  has  sidled 
from  the  United  States  since  the  imposition  of 
the  embargo,  has  passed  under  such  a  peculiar 
review  before  the  oflBcers  of  the  revenue,  that 
had  anv  number  of  American  seamen  shipped 
themselves,  proofs  of  their  departure  might,  and 
certainly  would,  have  been  had.  Read  the  in- 
telligence troDi  Nova  Scotia;  it  informs  us  that 
none  but  English  sailors  have  arrived  there.  I 
call  upon  gentlemen  then  to  show  how,  where, 
and  when,  an  American  seaman  has  left  his 
country,  except  in  the  pursuit  of  his  ordinary 
vocation. 

K  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Est) 
will  applv  to  his  political--I  beg  pardon— to  his 
mercantile  barometer,  the  insurance  oflSces,  he 
would  find  that,  after  the  operation  of  the 
Orders  in  Council  was  known,  insurance  could 
not  have  been  effected  at  Baltimore  to  the  Con- 
tinent of  Europe  for  80  per  cent.,  and  not  at 
London,  on  American  property,  for  90  guineas 
percent  Theproofor  this  is  before  me.  Does 
not  this  prove  tnat  so  much  danger  existed  on 
the  ocean  that  it  was  next  to  impossible  to  pass 
without  seizure  and  condemnation  ?  And  surely 
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he  will  not  contend  that  this  adyance  of  premium 
was  caused  by  the  embargo  ?  If  the  embargo 
then  has  saved  any  thing  to  the  country — and 
that  it  has  there  can  be  no  doubt— exactly  in 
the  proportion  that  it  has  saved  property  and 
seamen  to  you,  it  has  lessened  the  ability  of  the 
enemy  to  make  war  upon  vou,  and  what  is  pri- 
marily important,  lessened  the  temptation  to 
war.  The  rich  plunder  of  your  inoffensive  and 
enlarged  commerce,  must  inevitably  have  gone 
to  swell  the  coffers  which  are  to  support  the 
sinews  of  war  against  you.  The  reaction  thus 
'caused  by  the  embargo,  is  in  your  favor,  pre- 
cisely to  the  amount  of  property  and  men  which 
it  has  saved  to  you  from  your  enemies. 

But  we  are  told  that  the  enterprising  mer- 
chant is  deprived  of  an  opportunity — of  what? 
Of  mining  himself  and  sacrificing  the  industry 
of  others.  Has  any  capitalist  said  he  would 
venture  out  in  the  present  tempest  which 
blackens  the  ocean  f  No,  sir,  they  are  your 
dashing  merchants;  speculators,  who,  having 
nothing  to  lose  and  every  thing  to  gain,  would 
launch  headlong  on  the  ocean,  regardless  of  con- 
sequences. Ko  commerce  can  be  now  carried 
on,  other  than  that  which  is  subservient  to  the 
Orders  in  Council.  I  api)eal  to  the  gentleman 
from  Rhode  Island  (Mr.  Jaoeson) — ^no  man  is 
better  informed  on  this  subject — ^would  he 
venture  his  property  on  the  ocean  in  a  trade 
contravening  those  orders?  I  would  ask  him 
further,  would  Brown  and  Ives,  merchants,  as 
remarkable  for  their  prudence  as  for  their  en- 
terprise, and  for  their  capital  as  either;  would 
they  send  their  vessels  to  the  Continent  of 
Europe?  I  believe  their  opinion  would  corrob- 
orate Ihe  opinio  i  of  Mr.  Gray. 

The  mercantile  distresses  have  been  described, 
with  every  possible  exaggeration,  as  insuffer- 
able. The  real  distress,  sir,  is  quite  sufficient^ 
without  any  undue  coloring.  I  regret  extremely, 
indeed,  sir,  frx>m  my  heart  and  soul,  I  lament 
that  the  embargo  should  be  considered  as  falling 
heavier  on  ihe  merchant  than  on  ih^  planter. 
If  I  know  my  own  heart  I  would  share  with 
them  to  the  last  loafl  But  oompare  their  situar 
tion  now  with  what  it  would  have  been  if 
their  whole  property  had  been  swept  away. 
Compare  their  present  situation  with  that  whidi 
must  have  been  the  necessary  consequence  of 
the  seizure  of  all  the  floating,  registered  ton- 
nage of  the  United  States,  and  which  would 
have  happened,  but  for  the  embargo.  Their 
vessels  are  now  in  safety;  if  ^e  embargo  had 
not  been  laid  they  would  have  lost  both  vessel 
and  cargo.  They  must  have  either  imposed  an 
embargo  on  themselves,  or  exposed  then:  capital 
to  total  destruction. 

Another  reason  why  I  approve  of  the  em- 
bargo, and  which,  really  to  my  mind,  is  a  very 
consolatory  reason,  is.  it  has  at  least  preserved 
us  thus  far  from  blooashed.  I  am  one  of  those 
who  believe  the  nuseriea  of  this  life  are  suffi- 
ciently numerous  and  pressing  without  increas- 
ing either  their  number  or  pungency  by  the 
calamities  inseparable  from  war.    K  we  had 


put  the  question  to  every  man  in  the  nation, 
the  head  of  a  famOy,  whether  we  should  go  to 
war  or  lay  an  embargo,  (the  only  choice  wenad,) 
nineteen  out  of  twenty  would  have  voted  for 
the  embargo.  I  believe,  sir,  the  people  of  the 
United  States  confiding  tneir  honor  and  national 
character  to  your  guardianship,  would  tins  day 
dedde  the  same  question  in  the  same  way.  The 
people  have  nothing  to  gain  by  war,  nothing 
by  oloodshed ;  but  they  have  every  thing  to 
lose.  From  this  reason  results  another,  equally 
satisfactory ;  we  are  still  free  from  an  alliance 
with  either  of  the  belligerents.  Upon  a  loss  of 
peace  inevitably  follows  an  alliance  with  one  of 
those  two  powers.  I  would  rather  stake  the 
nation  on  a  war  with  both,  than  ally  with 
either.  Ko,  sir,  I  never  will  consent  to  nsh 
into  the  pollated,  detestable,  distempered  em- 
braces of  the  whore  of  England,  nor  trocUe  at 
the  footstool  of  the  Gallic  Emperor. 

But  the  embargo  has  fkiled,  it  has  been  tri- 
umphantly asserted  on  one  side  of  the  House, 
and  echoed  along  the  vaulted  dome  from  the 
other.  If  it  has,  it  is  no  cause  of  triumph ;  no, 
indeed,  sir ;  but  it  is  a  caase  of  melancholy  feel- 
iDgs  to  eveiy  true  patriot,  to  every  man  who  does 
not  rejoice  in  the  wrongs  of  his  country.  Why 
has  the  measure  failed  of  expected  gaocess? 
The  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Est)  used 
an  argument  incomprehensible  to  me,  as  an 
argument  in  his  favor ;  on  my  side  it  is  indeed 
invincible.  He  has  established  it  was  the  eva- 
sion of  the  laws  which  prevented  their  being 
effectual.  He  tells  you  that  certiun  evaders  of 
the  laws  have  so  risen  up  in  opposition  to  them, 
that  the  PreSdent  of  the  United  States  was 
obliged  to  issue  his  proclamation  in  April  last; 
that  this  proclamation  told  the  British  Cabinet 
the  people  had  rebelled  against  the  embargo— 
but  IwiU  pass  over  the  subject;  it  imposes 
silence  on  me,  because  it  must  speak  daggers  to 
the  hearts  of  some  men. 

My  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  RAiOMiPfl) 
urged  one  argument  against  the  embargo,  whidi, 
to  be  sure,  is  a  most  serious  one.  He  asked  if 
we  were  prepared  to  violate  the  public  fiaith  ? 
I  hope  not,  sir.  I  beg  to  be  excused  for  addng 
him  (for  I  know  he  scorns  submiasioii  as 
much  as  any  nian)  if  submission  will  pay 
the  public  debt?  To  that  gentleman's  acute 
and  comprehensive  mind,  the  deleterious  con- 
asquences  of  the  present  system  of  the  bel- 
ligerents to  our  interests,  must  be  glow- 
ing, self-evident  He  will  see  that  their  pres- 
ent measures  osrry  destruction  to  the  most 
valuable  interests,  and  are  subversive  of  the 
most  sacred  rights  of  the  people ;  and-if  they  are 
submitted  to,  every  thing  dear  to  an  American 
must  be  afflicted  with  the  slow,  lingering,  bnt 
certain  approaches  of  consumption.  I  h&  ra- 
ther go  off  at  once.  I  have  no  opinion  of  a  lin- 
gering death.  Bather  than  the  nation  should 
be  made  to  take  this  yoke,  if  so  superlative  a 
curse  can  be  in  store  for  us,  may  the  hand  of 
Heaven  first  annihilate  that  which  cannot  be 
nurtured  into  honor.    I  had  much  ratiier  ail 
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should  perish  in  one  ^orious  conflict,  thansnb- 
mit  to  thiS)  so  vile  a  sjstem. 

Bat  we  are  told,  that  the  embargo  itself  is 
Eabmission.  Indeed,  sir!  Then,  with  all  my 
heart,  I  would  tear  It  from  the  statute  book, 
and  leave  a  black  page  where  it  stood.  Is  the 
embargo  submission  ?  Bj  whom  is  it  so  called  ? 
B J  geudemen  who  are  for  active  offence  ?  Do 
these  gentlemen  come  forward  and  tell  jon  that 
that  uie  embargo  is  submission?  No  such 
thiog,  sir.  My  memory  deceives  me,  if  any 
man  who  voted  for  the  embargo  thinks  it  sub- 
mission. They  are  the  original  opponents  of 
the  embargo  who  call  it  submission,  and  who, 
while  they  charge  you  with  the  intention,  are 
by  every  act  and  deed  practising  it  themselves. 
It  is  incorrect,  sir.  Every  gentlemaa  who  has 
spoken,  and  who  has  told  yon  that  the  embargo 
is  submission,  has  acknowledged  the  truth  of 
the  resolution  under  consideration ;  it  has  not 
been  denied  by  a  single  individual.  Suppose 
then  we  were  to  change  its-  phraseology,  and 
make  it  the  preamble  to  a  resolution  for  repeal- 
ing the  embargo,  it  will  then  read:  "whereas 
the  United  States  cannot  without  a  sacrifice  of 
their  rights,  honor,  and  independence,  submit 
to  the  late  edicts  of  Great  Britain.''  Therefore 
resolved,  that  the  embargo  be  repealed,  and 
commerce  with  Great  Britain  permitted.  Do 
these  two  declarations  hang  together,  sir  ?  That, 
hecause  we  cannot  submit  to  the  edicts  of  the 
belligerents,  we  will  therefore  open  a  free  trade 
with  them  ?  The  first  part  of  the  proposition 
is  true,  no  man  has  denied  it;  the  addition 
which  I  have  made  to  it  then,  is  the  discordant 
part,  and  proves  the  embargo  is  not  submission. 
I  wish  to  know  of  gentlemen,  whether  trading 
with  the  belligerent^  under  their  present  restric- 
tions on  commerce,  would  not  be  submission? 
Certainly,  sir.  Is  then  a  refraining  from  so  doing, 
snbmisaon  f  In  a  word,  is  resistance  submis- 
sion? Was  the  embargo  principle  considered 
suhmi^on  in  the  days  of  the  stamp  act  ?  Did 
the  nation  call  it  submission  when  it  was  enact- 
ed under  General  Washington?  'Was  it  so  con- 
adered  by  the  Bepnblicans,  when  resorted  to 
for  redress  against  the  primary  violations  in 
1793?  Or  was  it  ever  contended  that  had  not 
the  embargo  been  raised,  the  terms  of  Jay's 
treaty  would  liave  been  worse  ?  Do  gentlemen 
of  the  "old  school"  undertake  to  say  that  the 
Father  of  their  country  submitted  then  to 
Geoige  in.  ?  I  hope  not,  sir.  If  the  embargo 
was  not  submission  under  George  Washington, 
it  is  not  under  Thomas  Jefferson.  Again,  I  ask, 
were  the  principles  of  the  embargo  submission 
in  1774r-'6-»6?  But  it  has  been  replied,  it  is 
not  meet  that  the  remedies  of  that  day  should 
be  applied  to  the  present  case.  Why  not,  sir? 
The  disease  was  the  same ;  and  lest  gentlemen 
have  foraotten  what  it  was.  I  will  tell  them  how 
the  old  Congress  described  it:  '^You  exercised 
unbounded  sovereignty  over  the  sea,  you  named 
the  ports  and  nations  to  which  alone  our  mer- 
chandise should  be  carried,  and  with  whom 
alone  we  should  trade."    Draw  the  parallel, 


sir,  and  if  the  remedy  of  that  period  will  not 
suit  the  present  crisis,  let  us  look  out  for  others. 
I  wiU  not  stop  here ;  I  am  willing  to  go  fur- 
ther; I  would  cany  fire  and  sword  into  the 
enemy's  quarters;  but  I  would  first  exhaust 
every  means  to  preserve  peace. 

You  will  excuse  me,  sir,  for  giving  an  opinion 
in  this  place,  which,  perhaps,  some  gentlemen 
may  think  does  not  result  from  the  subject  im- 
mediately before  us.  I  will  tell  you  what  de- 
scription of  people  in  the  United  States  are 
most  anxious  that  the  embargo  should  .not  be 
repealed.  It  is  a  new  sect,  sir,  sprung  up  among  ' 
us — ultra-federalists.  They  are  the  persons,  in 
my  belief,  who  are  most  desirous  the  embargo 
should  be  continued.  They  see  that  upon  its 
removal  a  war  with  Great  Britain  follows.  An 
alliance  with  her  is  the  object  nearest  their 
hearts — ^nota  resistance  of  the  wrongs  and  in- 
sults practised  by  her.  If  this  embargo  be  sub- 
mission, if  non-intercourse  be  submission,  if  a 
prompt  preparation  for  war  be  submission,  I 
ask  them  what  is  it  to  sit  still  and  do  nothing  ? 
Do  you  mean  to  submit?  Come  out  and  tell 
the  nation  whether  you  will  or  will  not  resist 
the  Orders  in  Council — ^letus  know  it — it  is  de- 
sirable that  we  should  know  it — it  will  conduce 
to  the  public  weal. 

I,  for  one,  sir,  will  Tpte  to  continue  the  em- 
bargo, because  I  do  still  consider  it  a  coercive 
measure — as  the  most  deadly  weapon  we  can 
use  against  Great  Britain.  I  am  induced  to 
consider  it  so,  when  I  take  a  yiew  of  what  is 
the  nature  of  our  products — what  is  the  nature 
of  her  exports  and  imports — ^what  is  the  nature 
of  her  want^  and  what  her  capacity  and  means 
of  supply.  Look  at  the  West  Indies,  where  the 
embargo  has  a  decided  ascendency  over  every 
Other  measure  you  can  adopt.  Xou  will  find 
that  her  colonid  and  navigation  system  has,  in 
that  quarter,  never  been  maintained  since  the 
Bevolution.  Perhaps  I  ought,  in  presuming  to 
speak  further  about  the  West  Indies,  to  apolo- 
gze  to  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr. 
Key,)  not  indeed  for  his  very  courtly  conduct, 
because  if  a  man  is  ignorant,  he  does  not  like  to 
be  told  of  it.  The  gentleman  will  be  pleased  to 
pardon  me,  if  I  blunder  on  in  my  ignorant  way, 
and  talk  a  little  more  of  that  part  of  the  world. 
[Mr.  Key  explained  that  he  had  not  intended 
any  reference  to  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  in  his  remarks.]  I  am  extremely 
obliged  to  the  gentleman  for  his  explanation. 
Entertaining  great  respect  for  his  talents,  I  am 
happy  to  find,  upon  such  authority,  iJie  charge 
is  neither  applicable  nor  intended.  The  colo- 
nial system  has  been  always  regarded  as  essen- 
tial to  all  the  vital  interests  of  Great  Britain. 
Every  relaxation  of  that  system  has  excited 
murmurs  and  great  discontent  in  the  mother 
country,  and  yet  they  have  been  constantly 
produced  by  the  wants  of  the  colonies.  Would 
they  have  been  permitted  in  favor  of  the  United 
States,  could  those  wants  be  supplied  from  any 
other  quarter?  I  must  contend,  then,  that 
their  profitable  existence  depends  upon  an  in- 
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tercourse  with  the  United  States^  notwithstand- 
ing every  thing  which  has  been  said  to  the  con- 
trary. I  do  not  mean  to  involve  the  idea  of 
absolute  starvation ;  much  less  to  insinuate  that 
the  embargo  is  so  coercive  as  to  humble  Great 
Britain  at  our  feet ;  far  from  it — ^but  I  do  say, 
from  the  nature  of  their  products,  their  profit- 
able existence  depends  upon  us.  There  are  not 
contained  within  the  whole  British  empire  at 
this  time,  whatever  they  may  have  been  pre- 
vious to  the  American  Revolution,  supplies  for 
the  home  and  colonial  consumption.  Will  gen- 
tlemen tell  us  from  whence  they  are  to  procure 
the  principal  articles  of  provisions  and  lumber? 
I  might  rest  the  argument  in  safety  on  these 
articles  alone ;  these  are  essential,  and  of  our 
produce.  All  the  evasions  of  the  embargo  have 
been  made  with  a  view  to  that  supply ;  enforce 
it,  and  from  whence  will  they  procure  the  arti- 
cle of  lumber  ?  It  bears  a  higher  price  and  is 
more  scarce  in  Great  Britain,  even  in  ordinary 
times,  than  in  the  West  Indies.  The  opinion 
that  Nova  Scotia  and  Canada  were  adequate  to 
that  supply,  has  been  long  since  abandoned. 
The  articles  of  their  produce  require  a  constant 
supply  of  our  materials,*  some  of  them  cannot 
be  procured  from  any  other  part  of  the  world ; 
of  the  lumber  received,  we  have  heretofore  fur- 
nished ninety-nine  parts  out  of  one  hundred. 
But  we  are  told  they  can  raise  com.  Who  de- 
nies it?  I  will  grant  to  gentlemen  aU  they  ask 
on  that  point,  and  add,  too,  that  their  corn  is 
actually  more  valuable  per  bushel  than  that  of 
this  country  ;  but  when  their  labor  and  indus- 
try is  directed  to  that  object,  what  becomes  of 
their  cotton,  sugar,  and  coffee  cultivation? 
What  becomes  of  the  immense  revenues  derived 
from  those  sources  ?  Gentlemen  must  not  for- 
get that  at  least  one-third  of  her  revenue  ac- 
cruing from  commerce,  is  derived  from  the  West 
India  trade  alone.  I  ao  not  know  that  I  should 
be  wrong,  if  I  were  to  say  from  coffee  and  sugar 
only.  If  you  drive  them  to  the  cultivation  of 
com  for  subsistence,  they  must  necessarily 
abandon  the  cultivation  of  their  most  valuable 
staples.  And  do  gentlemen  believe  Great 
Britain  is  willing  to  sacrifice  all  these  considera- 
tions to  a  refusal  to  do  you  justice  ?  We  do  not 
require  justice,  for  all  we  ask  of  her  is  to  ab- 
stam  from  plundering  us.  We  say  to  her  "  hands 
off;"  we  wish  not  to  come  into  collision  with 
you ;  let  us  alone.  These  sacrLSces  will  not  be 
much  longer  hazarded,  unless  indeed  she  is  de- 
luded into  a  belief  that  she  has  sufficient  in- 
fluence, in  this  country,  to  excite  disaffection 
and  insurrection,  and  thereby  remove  the  cause 
of  pressure. 

Another  objection  with  me  to  removing  the 
embargo  is,  it  will  betray  a  timid,  wavering^  inde- 
cisive policy.  If  you  will  study  the  sentiments 
contained  in  Mr.  Oanning^s  note,  you  will  find 
they  afford  a  lesson  of  instmction  which  you 
ought  to  leam  and  practise  upon :  "  To  this 
universal  combination  His  Mi^esty  has  opposed 
a  temperate,  but  a  determined  retaliation  upon 
the  enemy;   trosting  that  a  firm   resistance 


would  defeat  their  project ;  but  knowing  that 
the  smallest  concession  would  infallibly  enoour- 
age  a  perseverance  in  it."  I  beg  the  House  to 
draw  instruction  from  this  otherwise  detestable 
paper — ^it  preaches  a  doctrine  to  which  I  hope 
we  shall  become  proselytes.  A  steady  perse- 
verance in  our  measures  will  assist  us  almost  as 
much  as  the  strength  of  them. 

I  conceive  the  supplies  necessary  for  ^e  main- 
tenance of  the  war  with  Spain  and  Portugal 
will  fairly  come  into  the  calculation.  It  has 
become  the  duty  and  interest  of  Great  Britain 
to  maintain  the  cause  of  Spain  and  Portugal — 
she  has  made  it  so.  Where  will  those  supplies 
be  drawn  from?  Does  she  produce  tiiem  at 
home  ?  Certainly  not ;  for  it  cannot  be  forgot- 
ten that  the  average  importation  of  flour  alone 
at  Liverpool  is  ninety  thousand  barrels  annually. 
The  Baltic  is  closed  against  her.  The  demand 
must  be  great ;  for  Spain  and  Portugal  in  times 
of  peace  have  regularly  imported  grain  for  their 
own  consumption.  And  here  I  will  observe, 
there  is  no  attribute  in  my  nature  which  induces 
me  to  take  sides  with  those  who  contend  for  a 
choice  of  masters.  So  far  as  they  are  fighting 
for  the  right  of  self-government,  (rod  send  them 
speed ;  but  at  this  peculiar  crisis  I  think  it  ex- 
tremely important  that  our  sympathies  should 
not  be  enlisted  on  the  side  of  either  of  the  con- 
tending parties.  I  would,  therefore,  from  Spain 
and  Portugal  withhold  our  supplies,  because 
through  them  we  coerce  Great  Britain. 

But  that  pressure  which  Great  Britain  feels 
most,  is  most  alive  to,  is  at  home.  The  last 
crop  is  short,  and  injured  in  harvesting ;  wheat 
is  fourteen  shillings  the  bushel,  and  rising.  Her 
millions  of  poor  must  be  supplied  with  bread, 
and  what  has  become  almost  equally  important, 
she  must  furnish  empWment  for  her  laborers 
and  manufacturers.  Where  can  the  neoessaiy 
supply  of  cotton  be  procured  ?  For,  thank  God ! 
while  we  are  making  a  sacrifice  of  that  article^ 
it  goes  to  the  iigury  of  Great  Britain  who  op- 
presses us,  and  whose  present  importation  is  not 
equal  to  one-half  her  ordinary  consumption.  If 
the  manufacturer  is  to  be  thrown  out  of  em- 
ploy, till  that  raw  material  which  is  now 
the  hypothesis  of  the  day,  is  produced  from 
Africa,  the  ministry  who  are  the  cause  of  it 
will  not  long  mle  the  destinies  of  that  nation. 
No,  sir,  I  am  not  alarmed  about  supplies  of 
cotton  from  Africa.  Nor  am  I  to  be  mghtened 
out  of  the  embargo  by  a  fear  of  being  supplanted 
in  the  market,  from  that  quarter ;  they  must 
be  but  little  read  indeed  in  political  economy, 
who  can  dread  a  competition  with  barbarians, 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  earth. 

Another  strong  inducement  with  this  House 
to  continue  and  enforce  the  embargo  is,  that 
while  it  presses  those  who  injure  us,  it  preserves 
the  nation  in  peace.  I  see  no  other  honorable 
course  in  which  peace  can  be  m^tained.  Take 
whatever  other  proiect  has  been  hinted  at,  and 
war  inevitably  results.  While  we  can  procras- 
tinate the  miseries  of  war,  I  am  for  procrasti- 
nating ;  we  thereby  gidn  the  additional  advan- 
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tage  of  waiting  the  events  in  Europe.  The  true 
interests  of  this  country  can  be  found  only  in 
peace.  Among  many  other  important  consid- 
erations, remember,  that  moment  you  go  to 
war.  you  may  bid  adieu  to  eyery  prospect  of 
discharging  the  national  debt  The  present  war 
of  all  others  should  be  avoided ;  being  without 
an  object)  no  man  can  conjecture  its  termiua- 
tion;  for  as  was  most  correctly  observed  by 
my  friend,  (Mr.  Maoon,^  the  belligerents  fight 
everybody  but  one  another.  Every  object  for 
which  the  war  was  originally  begun  and  con- 
tinned  to  1806,  has  since  that  time  become  ex- 
tinct The  rupture  in  the  negotiations  of  that 
day  was  made  not  on  points  affecting  directly 
the  British  interest,  but  grew  out  of  the  indi- 
rect concern  she  felt  in  maintaining  those  urged 
by  Kuasia,  which  Power,  having  smoe  declfured 
war  against  Great  Britain^  has  obliterated  the 
then  only  ezistinff  object  of  the  war.  Embark 
in  it  when  you  please,  it  will  not  procure  you 
indemnity  for  the  past;  and  your  security  for 
the  foture  must  ultimately  depend  on  the  same 
promises^  which  you  can  obtain  by  peaceable 
means.  I  have  no  disposition,  sir,  to  hazard 
the  interest  of  my  country  in  a  conflict  so  un- 
defined, so  interminable  I 

But,  say  gentlemen,  it  is  certunly  not  sub- 
miasion  to  trade  to  those  ports  which  the  edicts 
of  the  belligerents  have  not  prohibited  us  from 
trailing  with.  Granted— I  will  not  enter  into  a 
calculation  on  the  subject,  as  to  how  much  im- 
portance the  trade  would  be  of  to  us.  The 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
has  told  you  it  would  be  contemptible  in 
amount;  but,  sir,  I  say  this,  because  I  consider 
it  expedient  to  continue  the  embargo,  to  with- 
hold our  supplies  from  those  who  need  them, 
I  will  not  permit  you  to  go  to  those  countries. 
Repeal  the  embargo  in  part!  No,  sir.  Give 
merchants  one  single  spot  anywhere  out  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  your  own  country,  as  large  as  the 
sqiuire  of  this  House,  and  they  would  carry 
away  the  whole  of  our  surplus  produce.  Give 
them  a  little  island  on  which  to  place  the  f  nl- 
crmn  of  their  lever,  and  Archim^es-like,  they 
▼ill  move  your  whole  trade.  Let  them  go  to 
Demarara,  to  Gottenburg,  or  any  other  burg, 
and  it  is  to  the  whole  world.  But  the  trade  to 
Spain  and  Portugal  has  been  held  up  as  highly 
^  Me  to    the  merchants  of  the    United 


States.  The  gentlemen  who  venture  this  opinion 
have  not^  perhaps,  considered  the  subject  with 
all  the  attention  it  is  entitled  to.  It  appears  to 
me  to  be  demonstrable  from  the  documents,  and 
the  knowledge  of  circumstances  which  we  pos- 
ses, that  Great  Britain,  with  the  extension  of 
plunder  the  Orders  in  Council  warranted,  is  not 
satided.  She  was  not  content  that  she  had 
laid  a  snare  whereby  she  intercepted  our  whole 
commerce  to  Europe.  She  then  permitted  us 
(no  doubt  from  extreme  moderation)  to  trade 
with  the  French  colonies,  taking  care,  at  the 
same  tune,  to  force  a  direction  of  that  trade  in 
a  channel  which  could  not  fail  to  yield  a  tribu- 
tary supply  to  her  exchequer.    She  has  now 


interdicted,  by  orders  secretly  issued,  that  com- 
merce also.  The  language  of  Gochrane^s  pro- 
clamation cannot  be  misunderstood.  What  a 
harvest  he  would  have  reaped  from  tiie  robbery 
of  your  merchantmen,  had  the  embargo  been 
raised,  as  was  expected  by  the  British  Cabinet, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  session.  The 
Orders  in  Council  would  have  taken  all  your 
property  going  to  continental  Europe,  and  those 
of  the  Admiralty  would  have  swept  the  West 
India  traders.  I  believe  the  idea  of  eigoying  a 
free  trade  to  Spain  and  Portngal  is  altogether 
illusory.  Mr.  Canning  has  told  us,  not  in  Uh 
tidem  verbi8j  but  certainly  in  effect,  that  we 
should  be  permitted  to  trade  with  those  coun- 
tries, only  under  the  Orders  in  Council.  In 
answer  to  the  proposition  made  by  Mr.  Pink- 
ney  to  suspend  the  embargo  as  to  Great  Britain, 
for  a  suspension  of  the  Orders  in  Council  as  to 
the  United  States,  the  British  Minister  replied 
in  the  most  peremptory  manner  possible.  Here 
let  me  observe,  that  had  that  suspension  been 
agreed  to,  the  embargo  would  have  co-operated 
with  the  Orders  in  Council  against  France.  It 
would  have  been  even  much  more  efficacious 
than  those  orders,  inasmuch  as  our  own  regula- 
tions would  have  interdicted  all  commerce  with 
France.  The  professed  object  of  *the  Orders  in 
Council,  retaliation  on  the  enemy,  cannot  there* 
fore  be  real — ^they  originated,  as  tiiey  have  been 
executed,  in  a  spirit  of  deadly  hostility  against 
us.  That  the  operation  of  those  orders  would 
be  extended  to  Spain  and  Portugal,  should  the 
embargo  be  repealed  in  part,  I  infer  from  this 
positive  assertion  of  the  British  Secretary :  "It 
IS  not  improbable,  indeed,  that  some  alterations 
may  be  made  in  the  Orders  in  Council,  as  they 
are  at  present  framed;  alterations  calculated 
not  to  abate  their  spirit  or  impair  their  princi- 
ple, but  to  adapt  them  more  exactly  to  the 
different  state  of  things  which  has  fortunately 
grown  up  in  Europe,  and  to  combine  all  prac- 
ticable relief  to  neutrals  with  a  more  severe 
prssure  upon  the  enemy .^'  Here  is  not  only  a 
denial  of  suspension,  but  a  threat  that  altera- 
tions will  be  made,  (no  doubt  in  tender  mercy 
to  us,)  not  to  abate  their  spirit,  but  to  adapt 
their  operation  more  extensively  to  our  ruin. 
What  is  the  state  of  things  alluded  to?  Let 
every  gentleman  who  seeks  after  truth,  candidly 
inquire  for  himself,  what  is  the  state  of  things 
which  Mr.  Canning  considers  has  so  fortunately 
grown  up  in  Europe.  Can  it  be  any  thing  but 
the  revolutions  in  Spain  and  Portngal  ?  If  the 
Orders  in  Council  are  not  to  be  impaired,  but 
Uieir  operation  rendered  more  applicable  to  the 
present  state  of  things,  a  fortiori,  you  are  to 
be  cut  off  from  the  South  of  Europe,  in  the 
same  manner  as  you  are  from  France  and  her 
dependencies.  And  are  you  ready  to  repeal  the 
embargo  under  such  a  threat  as  this!  This 
note,  sur,  is  sarcastic  to  the  last  degree;  in  it  I 
read  insult  added  to  the  atrocious  isjories  my 
country  has  received ;  there  is  but  one  part  of  it 
which  can  be  looked  at  with  patience,  and  that 
is  the  valuable  admonition  I  have  read. 
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Some  gentlemen  have  gone  into  a  disoossion 
of  the  propriety  of  encouraging  manufactures  in 
this  country.  I  beard  with  r^ret  the  observa- 
tions of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  on  this 
subject.  I  will  be  excused  by  him  for  offering 
my  protest  against  those  sentiments.  I  am  for 
no  high  protecting  duties  in  favor  of  any  de- 
scription of  men  in  this  country.  Extending  to 
him  the  equal  protection  of  the  law,  I  am  for 
keeping  the  manufacturer  on  the  same  footing 
with  the  agriculturist.  Under  such  a  system, 
thejT  will  increase  precisely  in  that  proportion 
which  will  essentially  advance  the  public  good. 
So  far  as  your  revenue  system  has  protected 
the  interests  of  your  merchants,  I  am  sincerely 
rejoiced;  but  I  can  consent  to  no  additional  im- 
position of  duty,  by  way  of  bounty  to  one  de- 
scription of  persons,  at  the  expense  of  another, 
equally  meritorious.  I  deplore  most  sincerely 
the  Situation  into  which  the  unprecedented 
state  of  the  world  has  thrown  the  merchant 
A  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has  said,  they 
feel  all  the  sensibility  for  the  mercantile  inter- 
est, which  we  feel  for  a  certwn  species  of  prop- 
erty in  the  Southern  States.  This  apjiealis 
understood,  and  I  well  remember,  that  some  of 
their  representatives  were  among  the  first  who 
felt  for  our  distressing  situation,  while  discuss- 
ing the  bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves. 
I  fed  all  the  sympathy  for  Uiat  interest  now, 
which  was  felt  for  us  then ;  bat  I  ask  if  it  is 
not  sound  policy  to  encourage  the  patriotism  of 
our  merchants  to  support  still  longer  the  sacri- 
fices, which  the  public  exigencies  call  for,  with 
spirit  and  resolution?  If  they  should  suffer 
most  from  our  present  situation,  it  is  for  their 
immediate  advantage  that  we  are  contending. 
I  must  be  allowed  in  continuation  to  say,  that, 
although  I  do  not  profess  to  be  one  of  the  ex- 
clusive protectors  of  commerce,  I  am  as  willing 
to  defend  certain  rights  of  the  merchant,  as  the 
rights  of  the  planter.  Thus  far  I  will  go ;  I 
w^  assist  in  directing  the  physical  strength  of 
the  nation  to  the  protection  of  that  commerce 
which  properly  grows  out  of  the  produce  of  the 
soil;  but  no  further.  Nor  am  I  therefore  dis- 
posed to  limit  the  scene  of  his  enterprise.  Go 
up  to  Mocha,  through  the  Dardanelles,  into  the 
South  seas.  Search  for  gums,  skins,  and  gold, 
where  and  when  you  please ;  but  take  care,  it 
shall  be  at  your  own  risk.  If  you  get  into  broils 
and  quarrels,  do  not  call  upon  me,  to  leave  my 
lough  in  the  field,  where  I  am  toiling  for  the 
iread  my  children  must  eat,  or  starve,  to  fight 
your  battles. 

It  has  been  generally  circulated  throughout 
the  Eastern  States,  in  extracts  of  letters,  said  to 
be  from  members  of  Congress,  (and  which  I  am 
certainly  sorry  for,  because  it  has  excited  jeal- 
ooines,  which  I  wish  to  see  allayed,)  that  the 
Southern  States  are  inimical  to  commerce.  So 
far  as  South  Carolina  is  concerned  in  the  gene- 
ral implication,  I  do  pronounce  this  a  gross 
slander,  an  abominable  falsehood,  be  the  au- 
thors who  they  may.     The  State  of  South 


t 


Carolina  is  now  making  a  most  magnanimooa 
sacrifice  fbr  commercial  rights. 

Will  gentlemen  be  surprued  when  I  tell  them. 
South  Carolina  is  interested,  by  the  suspension 
of  our  trade,  in  the  article  of  cotton  alone,  to  an 
amount  greater  than  the  whole  revenue  of  the 
United.  States  ?,  We  do  make  a  sacrifice,  sir ;  I 
wish  it  could  be  consummated.  I  should  re- 
joice to  see  this  day  all  our  surplus  cotton,  rioe^ 
fiour  and  tobacco  burnt  Much  better  would  it 
be  to  destroy  it  ourselves,  than  to  pay  a  tribute 
on  it  to  any  foreign  power.  Sudi  a  nati<»ial 
offering,. caused  by  the  cupidity  and  oppression 
of  Great  Britain,  would  convince  her  she  could 
not  humble  the  spirit  of  freemen.  From  the 
nature  of  her  proiducts,  the  people  of  South 
Carolina  can  have  no  interest  unconnected  and 
at  variance  with  commerce.  They  feel  for  the 
pressure  on  Boston,  as  much  as  for  that  on 
Charleston,  and  they  have  given  proo&  of  that 
feeling.  Upon  a  mere  calculation  of  dollars 
and  cents — ^I  do  from  my  soul  abhor  such  a 
calculation  where  national  rights  are  concerned 
— ^if  Soutii  Carolina  could  thus  stoop  to  calcu- 
late, she  would  see  that  she  has  no  mterest  in 
this  question — ^upon  a  calculation  of  dollars  and 
cents,  which,  I  repeat,  I  protest  against,  it  is 
perfectly  immaterial  to  her  whether  her  cotton, 
rice,  and  tobacco,  go  to  Europe  in  English  or 
American  vessels.  No,  sir,  she  spumed  a  sys- 
tem which  would  export  her  produce  at  Uie 
expense  of  the  American  merchant,  who  ought 
to  be  her  carrier.  When  a  motion  was  made 
last  winter  for  that  kind  of  embargo  which  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Key)  was  in 
favor  of;,  for  he  says  he  gave  his  advice  to  do 
that  very  thing,  which  if  adopted  would  cut  up 
the  navigation  interest  most  completely,  (an 
embargo  on  our  ships  and  vessels  only;)  South 
Carolina  could  have  put  money  in  her  pocket, 
(another  fi&vorite  idea  with  the  gentleman,)  by 
selling  her  produce  to  foreigners  at  enormous 
prices;  her  representatives  here  unanimously 
voted  against  uie  proposition ;  and  her  Legisla- 
ture, with  a  magnanimity  I  wish  to  see  imitated 
throughout  the  United  States,  applauded  that 
vote — ^they  too  said  they  would  unanimously 
support  the  embargo,  at  the  expense  of  their 
lives  and  fortunes.  She  did  not  want  an  enn 
bargp  on  our  ships,  and  not  on  produce.  No, 
sir ;  she  knows  we  are  linked  together  by  one 
common  chain — ^bseak  it  where  yon  will,  it 
dissolves  the  tie  of  union.  She  feels,  sir,  a 
stroke  infiicted  on  Massachusetts,  with  tibe  same 
spirit  of  resistance  that  she  would  one  on 
Geor^  The  Legislature,  the  representatives 
of  a  people  with  whom  the  love  of  country  is 
indigenous,  told  you  unanimously,  that  they 
would  support  the  measures  of  ^e  General 
Government  Thank  God,  tiiat  I  am  the  Rep- 
resentative of  such  a  State,  and  that  its  repre- 
sentatives would  not  accept  of  a  commerce,  even 
at  the  advice  of  a  gentleman  ttom  Maryland, 
which  would  profit  themselves  at  the  expense 
of  their  Eastern  brethren.    Feeling  these  senti- 
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mentB,  I  cannot  but  say,  in  contradiction  to 
what  fell  from  the  gentleman  ^m  Yirginia, 
(Mr.  Gholson,)  I  shonld  deplore  that  state  of 
things  which  offen  to  the  merchant  the  lament- 
able altematiye,  beggary  or  the  plough.  I 
would  saj  to  the  merdiant,  in  the  sincerity  of 
my  heart,  bear  tiliis  pressure  with  manly  forti- 
tude ;  if  the  embargo  £uls  of  expected  benefit, 
we  will  avoDge  your  cause.  I  oo  say  so,  and 
believe  the  nation  will  maintain  the  assertion. 

It  is  with  reluctance  I  feel  compelled,  before 
I  resume  my  seat,  to  make  a  few  observations 
in  reply  to  what  fell  from  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  (Mr.  Ksy)  yesterday.  The  gentle- 
man commenced  his  address  by  contradicting 
the  statements  made  by  a  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts) and  my  worthy  friends  from  Vir- 
ginia and  Greoigia,  (Messrs.  Bandolph  and 
Tbodp.)  He  told  you  their  districts  could  not 
feel  the  embargo  most,  as  it  was  in  his  the  suf- 
ferings were  most  severe.  I  shall  not  waste  the 
time  of  the  House  by  an  inquiry  into  the  truth' 
of  this  assertion;  nor,  sir,  will  I  enter  into  a 
competition  of  this  sort  I  aim  at  a  distinction 
far  more  glorious.  The  State  I  represent  in 
part,  bears  the  embargo  the  best  This  it  is  my 
pride  to  boast  o£  There^  sir,  there  are  no  mur- 
murs, no  discontent  at  the  exertions  of  Govem- 
ment  to  preserve  the  rights  of  the  nation.  And 
as  long  as  respect  for  the  honor,  and  a  hope  of 
the  salvation  of  the  country  exists,  so  long  will 
they  bear  it,  press  as  hard  as  it  may. 

The  gentleman  told  you,  in  speaking  of  the 
Maryland  elections,  that  the  fihn  is  removed 
from  the  eyes  of  the  people,  and  that  in  discern- 
ing their  true  interests^  they  saw  it  was  the  em- 
bargo, and  not  the  Oirders  in  Oouncil,  which 
oppresses  thenu  He  must  fed  confident  indeed 
in  the  knowledge  that  he  is  two  years  in  ad- 
vance of  his  coBstitneids,  or  he  would  not  have 
vottured  such  an  assertion.  [Mr.  Est  expliun- 
ed  that  he  had  said  the  film  was  removed,  and 
the  people  saw  that  their  distress  arose  more 
from  the  embargo  than  from  the  Orders  in 
GonnciL]  Mr.  I/Vjlliamb  conthiued  :  I  have  no 
intaition  to  misrepresent  the  gendeman,  but  I 
Qoderstood  him  to  say  that  the  Orders  in  Conn- 
dl  did  not  affect  the  continental  market,  but 
the  Berlin  decree;  that  the  embargo  caused  all 
the  pressure  at  home ;  that  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil had  nojpart  in  producing  that  measure,  and 
therefore  i  infer  as  his  opinion,  that  the  Orders 
in  Council  have  not  ii^ured  us.  [Mr.  Key  said 
that  the  few  observations  which  he  had  made 
m  this  subject^  were  in  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell,)  that  the 
peq>le  should  be  no  longer  deluded.  In  answer 
to  this  Mr.  K.  said  he  had  observed  that  the 
people  were  not  deluded— that  the  film  was  re- 
nwved  from  their  eyes,  and  that  he  then  had 
gone  on  to  show  that  tne  depression  of  produce 
Arose  from  the  embargo.  But  that  he  never 
had  meant  to  say  that  the  Berlin  decree  and 
Orders  in  Coan^  were  not  injurious,  because 
they  lopped  off  a  large  portion  of  our  com- 
merce.] 


I  understood  the  gentleman  to  say  (observed 
Mr.  W.)  that  it  was  very  strange  we  would 
not  trust  our  merchants  upon  the  subject  of  the 
embargo,  who  were  the  best  judges.  I  wish  to 
represent  the  gentleman's  sentiments  correctly^ 
and  shall  not  consider  him  impolite,  if  I  have 
misstated  him,  should  he  again  stop  me.  Why, 
sir,  is  it  strange?  Are  the  merchants  the  guar- 
dians of  the  public  honor  ?  This  I  conceive  to 
be  the  peculiar  province  of  Congress,  because  to 
it  alone  has  the  constitution  confided  the  power 
to  declare  war.  Will  the  gentleman  trust  the 
merchants  with  the  guard^uship  of  his  own 
honor  ?  No,  sir,  he  chooses  to  protect  it  hin\- 
self.  And  would  he  advise  the  nation  to  pur- 
sue a  course  disgraceftil,  and  to  which  he  would 
not  expose  himself?  I  will  not  trust  the  mer- 
chants in  this  case,  nor  any  ot^er  class  of  men; 
not  being  responsible  for  the  national  charao* 
ter,  they  will  trade  anywhere,  without  regard 
to  principle.  So  true  is  this,  Dessalines  felt  no 
uneasiness  when  informed  of  the  law  prohibit- 
ing all  intercourse  with  St  Domingo ;  he  re- 
plied, ^^hang  up  a  bag  of  coffee  in  hell,  and  the 
American  merchant  will  go  after  it."  I  am  not 
sure  that,  in  the  evasions  of  the  embargo,  some 
of  them  have  not  already  approached  near  its 
verge  :  certain  I  am,  that,  in  a  fair  commerce, 
such  is  the  enterprise  and  perseverance  of  their 
character,  they  will  drive  their  trade  as  far  as 
it  can  be  driven.  No,  sir,  I  will  not  trust  the 
merchant  now,  because  he  would  do  the  very 
thing  which  the  gentleman  seems  to  wish,  trade 
under  the  Orders  in  Council. 

The  embargo  should  be  removed,  because, 
says  the  gentleman,  it  has  operated  as  a  bounty 
to  the  British  trade.  I  should  be  disposed  to 
doubt  this,  if  for  no  other  reason  than  a  knowl- 
edge of  who  advocates  its  removal.  Before  the 
embargo  was  laid,  agricultural  labor  in  the  Brit- 
ish West  India  islands,  particularly  on  sugar 
estates,  could  scarcely  support  itself.  I  refer 
the  gentleman  to  the  documents  printed  by  or^ 
der  of  Parliament,  and  the  memorials  of  the 
agent  of  Jamaica.  He  will  find  that  the  plant- 
ers are  in  a  distressed  situation,  not  from  their 
failure  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  but  from 
the  enormous  duties  on  their  produce  in  the 
mother  country.  Are  the  extravagant  prices 
of  articles  of  the  first  necessity,  superadded  to 
their  former  embarrassments,  to  operate  as  a 
bounty  on  their  trade  ?  I  should  be  extremely 
gratified  if  the  gentleman  will  inform  us  what 
would  have  been  the  amount  of  bounty  on  the 
trade,  if  evasions  of  the  embargo  had  not  taken 
place.  If  the  price  of  flour  has  been  sixty  dol- 
lars per  barrel,  and  other  articles  in  proportion, 
\(rhat  would  have  been  the  price  bad  there 
been  no  evasions  of  the  law  ?  They  could  not 
have  been  procured  at  all :  and  yet  we  are  told 
the  embargo  is  a  bounty  on  British  trade  I 
When  the  gentleman  was,  I  had  like  to  have 
said,  ju'stifying  the  Orders  in  Council,  he  should 
have  favored  us  with  a  vindication  of  the  envug^ 
gling  proclamation  also.  Such  a  degree  of  cor- 
ruption and  of  unmorality  never  before,  in  any 
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one  paper,  disgraced  a  civilized  nation.  The 
citizens  of  a  country,  at  peace  and  in  amity,  en- 
ticed to  evade  their  own  laws  I  Is  sach  an  act 
calculated  to  induce  the  belief  that  the  embargo 
operates  as  a  bounty  on  British  trade  ? 

I  shall  not  enter  upon  another  question  stirred 
by  the  gentleman,  the  constitutionality  of  the 
embargo  law  ;  the  subject  has  become  so  stale, 
that  even  he  could  scarcely  make  it  interesting. 
It  has  been  laid  asleep — a  solemn  a^udlcation 
has  taken  place  and  put  it  at  rest.  But  the 
gentleman  wUl  excuse  me  for  observing  he 
made  a  most  unfortunate  allusion  in  the  course 
of  his  argument  He  siud  it  was  strange  that, 
not  having  the  power  delegated  to  us  to  tax  ex- 
ports, we  should  undertake  to  prohibit  them. 
The  Orders  in  Council,  which  if  the  gentleman 
did  not  justify,  he  was  certainly  very  tender  o^ 
do  exercise  that  very  power  of  taxing  our  ex- 
ports, which  by  the  constitution  we  are  prohib- 
ited, and  that  too  when  they  are  destined  to  a 
government  equally  sovereign  and  independent 
with  that  of  Great  Britain. 

We  have  been  referred  by  the  gentleman  to 
the  history  of  the  Revolution,  and  after  a  kind 
of  encomium  on  the  resources  of  Great  Britain, 
the  trimnphs  of  her  navy  and  her  present  im- 
perious attitude,  he  demanded  to  know  if  we 
can  expect  she  will  yield  to  us  now,  when  dnr- 
ing  the  Revolution  she  maintained  a  war  against 
the  whole  world,  at  the  same  time  that  she  kept 
us  at  bay  seven  years  and  succeeded  with  every 
nation  but  her  own  sons — will  she  truckle  at  our 
feet  now  ?  The  gentleman  knows  we  do  not 
seek  to  make  her  truckle  at  our  feet ;  we  wish 
her  no  injury ;  we  ask  of  her  no  boon  what- 
ever ;  we  only  entreat  her  to  let  us  alone ;  to 
abstiun  from  wanton,  unprovoked  acts  of  op- 
pression. What  is  the  object  of  this  language  ? 
Is  it  to  tell  us  she  never  wul  redress  our  wrongs ; 
or  is  it  to  divert  us  firom  a  prosecution  of  our 
rights?  The  contest  was  very  different  with 
her  at  that  time  from  what  it  is  now.  8he 
then  contended  against  the  dismemberment  of 
her  Empire.  Will  the  gentleman  say  she  values 
the  principles  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  as  she 
did  the  sovereignty  of  her  colonies  ?  What  will 
the  gentleman  discover,  by  examining  the  his- 
tory of  the  period  he  referred  to  ?  England,  at 
that  time,  when  France,  Spain,  Holland,  and 
the  Unitea  States,  were  opposed  to  her,  when 
the  armed  neutrdity  in  the  north  of  Europe  as- 
sailed her,  when  all  these  brought  the  principle 
of  embargo  to  bear  upon  her,  was  nearer  ruin 
than  she  ever  was  before  or  since.  I  refer  him 
to  Playfair's  tables  for  the  year  1781 ;  there  he 
will  find  the  very  principle  proven,  for  which 
we  are  now  contending.  Does  Great  Britain 
now  prize  the  plunder  of  your  merchantmen, 
the  impressment  of  your  seamen,  insult  to  your 
natioBal  flag,  as  much  as  she  did  the  sovereignty 
of  the  soil  ?  Certainly  not ;  and  yet  she  must, 
precisely  the  same,  or  she  will  not  hold  out  now 
aa  she  did  then.  When  I  recollect  that  her  ne- 
cessary annual  expenditure  is  greater  than  the 
gro8B  rent  of  all  the  landed  proper^  in  her  king- 


dom ;  that  the  armed  neutrality  affected  her  so 
materially,  that  the  same  principle  is  brought 
into  operation  again ;  that  by  withholdicg  our 
custom,  our  supplies,  our  raw  materials,  we 
must  necessarily  destroy  a  large  portion  of  ber 
revenue,  I  cannot  but  hope  she  will  see  her 
own  interest  in  redressing  our  ii\jaries.  This 
is  all  we  contend  for,  allow  the  experiment  to 
be  made  ;  if  not^  at  least  propose  some  better 
remedy. 

But  said  the  gentlenuin,  at  the  close  of  tiie 
Revolutiona^  war  we  alone  triumphed  orer 
the  arms  of  Great  Britain;  defeat  befell  sll  the 
rest  of  the  world.  I  will  not  contest  that  point 
with  him,  as  he  is  old  enough  to  speak  from 
experience. 

We  wore  informed  by  the  gentleman,  that  it 
was  the  Berlin  decree,  and  not  the  Orders  in 
Council,  had  destroyed  our  trade  to  the  Conti- 
nent of  Europe.  Here  too  we  are  directly  at 
points.  The  gentleman  has  not  made  himself 
master  of  his  case,  or  has  totally  mistaken  his 
evidence.  I  hold  a  document  in  mj  hand 
which,  perhaps,  the  gentleman  may  object  to, 
as  coming  from  the  opposition  party  in  Great 
Britain ;  it  is  the  depositions  of  sundry  mer- 
chants of  great  wealth  and  respectabiKty, 
taken  before  the  British  House  of  Lords,  on  the 
subject  of  the  Orders  in  Council.  Here  Mr.  W. 
read  from  the  depositions  the  following  qnes- 
lions  and  answers : 

"  If  the  American  embaigo  were  removed,  and  the 
Otdere  in  Coancil  still  continued  in  force,  in  tfait 
case  would  the  witness  resume  bis  shipments? 
' "  To  a  very  small  amoont 

<*  For  what  reason? 

"  Becaose  I  do  oonoeive,  that  there  would  be  n^ 
great  impediments,  indeed  a  total  annihilation  of 
trade  from  the  United  States  of  America  to  the  Con- 
tinent of  Europe,  that  I  oonld  not  expect  to  reeeiTB 
any  retoms  for  the  goods  I  sent  out;  and  another 
reason  would  be  my  apprehension  that  •  ^*'  '^ 
tween  the  United  States  and  this  oonntiy  vodd  be 
the  conseqnenoe  of  those  Orders  in  CounoL 

"  What  is  the  reason  that  the  Orders  in  Connol 
prevent  the  witness  sending  our  cotton  goods  in  shipi 
hiballast?  ^      . 

"I  believe  I  stated  my  apprehenaon  that  wj 
might  produce  a  war  between  the  two  oountnM; 
another  reason  was,  I  could  not  expect  to  get  remit- 
tances, and  a  total  annihilation  of  the  trade  between 
the  United  States  of  America  and  the  Contuieiitot 
Europe,  from  whence  a  great  part  of  my  remittanoes 
must  be  deriyed.  ^ 

"  If  the  American  embaigo  in  general  were  taam 
o£E;  and  the  Orders  in  GouncU  to  be  continned,  woou 
his  trade  in  that  case  reyive  ?  ^. 

"  I  certainly  should  feel  no  inducement  to  expon 
goods  to  America  while  the  orders  continued. 

"Why  not?  . 

"  I  should  apprehend  that  hostilitiea  between  thtf 
oonntiy  and  America  would  be  the  oonseqnenc*  « 
continuing  the  Orders  in  Council.  . 

"Would  tiie  Orders  in  Counofl  have  any  otw 
effect  as  to  discouraging  the  trade  ?  , 

"  They  would  have  oonaiderable  eifect  in  legew" 
our  remittances* 

"  In  what  manner? 
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*'  By  bringing  all  the  produce  of  America  to  this 
eonntiy,  they  most  occasion  sach  a  vast  gint  in  the 
market^  that  the  prodnoe  would  be  worth  little  or 


"  In  iriiat  degree  would  it  affect  the  dealers  in 
those  oonnnodities  broogfat  to  this  countiy,  as  to  their 
remittances  to  this  country? 

*'  The  consequence  I  apprehend  would  be,  that 
great  parts  of  the  bills  must  go  back  protested  ;  be- 
cause the  produce,  fibr  which  the  bills  are  drawn, 
would  sell  for  scaicely  the  yalue  of  the  freight  and 
chaiges. 

'*  Does  the  witness  conceive,  from  his  knowledge 
of  the  American  trade,  that  if  the  whole  of  the  Amer- 
ican produce,  which  according  to  an  average  of  jears 
had  been  carried  to  the  Continent  of  Europe,  and  to 
Great  Britain,  was  now  to  be  imported  iato  Great 
Britain  alons^  and  the  Orders  in  Council  to  continue ; 
whether  it  wocdd  be  possible  to  export  firom  Great 
Britak  to  the  continent,  so  much  of  the  American 
prodocf  as  dioold  prevent  a  glut  of  the  American 
prodace  remaining  in  the  market? 

^  1  think  it  would  be  impossible. 

"  Have  you  lately  written  to  your  correspondents 
in  America  respecting  shipments  of  American  pro- 
dace  to  this  country  7 

«Ihare. 

•*  To  wiat  eflbct  have  you  so  written  ? 

**I  have  written  that  in  case  of  submission  to 
theee  Orders  of  Council,  in  case  such  a  thing  should 
take  place,  to  suspend  aU  operationa 

'^Did  you  i^ve  this  advice  to  your  American  cor- 
reipondents,  upon  the  supposition  that  America 
woold  aoquteace  in  the  Orders  in  Council? 

^  Cettaantj  not,  I  stated  it  as  a  thing  by  no  means 
likely;  but,  as  there  is  nothing  impossible  in  this 
irorld,  that  if  it  were  so,  not  to  move ;  that  in  case 
they  were  aoquiesoed  in,  not  to  attempt  any  busmess.** 

Conadering  (continned  Mr.  W.)  these  are  the 
sentiments  (delivered  under  the  sacred  obliga- 
tion of  an  oath)  of  that  very  description  of  men 
who  the  gentleman  believes  are  the  best  judges 
and  ought  to  be  trusted,  I  am  warranted  in 
saying,  they  prove  his  position  wholly  un- 
foanded.  The  gentleman^s  project  last  year 
was  to  lay  the  embargo  on  our  ships  and  vessels, 
and  to  dispose  of  our  produce,  the  effect  of 
which  woidd  have  been  destruction  to  our  own 
vessels,  constant  encouragement  to  those  of 
Great  Britun.  I  beg  him  to  remember,  that 
if  two  or  three  years  hence,  he  should  not  stand 
as  high  with  ^e  American  merchants  as  he 
could  wish,  it  may  be  fairly  attributed  to  this 
friendly  protection  of  their  immediate  interests, 
vhich  he  would  have  extended  to  them. 

The  gentleman  was  equally  unfortunate  in 
saying,  the  destruction  of  St.  Domingo  had 
Gfuoed  such  a  demand  for  sugar,  that  the  culti- 
vation of  cotton  in  the  Britash  West  India 
islands  had  been  abandoned;  he  is  not  well 
Teraed  on  the  sulnect,  the  fact  not  being  as  he 
has  stated  it.  However  great  an  impetus  the 
destruction  of  St.  Domingo  may  have  given  to 
the  culliva^n  of  sugar  and  coffee,  in  the  British 
West  Indies,  it  certainly  had  no  effect  in  any 
way  on  that  of  cotton,  the  quantity  of  that 
artide  formerly  exported  f^om  thence  being  too 
small  to  have  any  influence  whatever.     Our 


cotton  will  never  be  supplanted  from  that  quar- 
ter. Could  the  sugar  estates  be  converted  to 
cotton  plantations,  so  depressed  has  been  their 
situation,  that  conversion  would  have  been  long 
since  effected.  Nor,  sir,  is  it  true  that  the  cul- 
tivation of  cotton  in  the  British  West  India 
islands  has  been  abandoned ;  on  the  contrary, 
it  has  been  regular  though  slow  in  its  increase, 
compared  with  that  of  coffee.  Crops  of  that 
kind  are  frequently  precarious,  owing  to  a 
natural  enemy  of  the  plant  in  those  islands,  and 
therefore  the  cultivation  has  not  kept  pace  with 
the  demand. 

I  heard  the  gentleman  with  pain  and  morti- 
fication, I  repeat  it,  with  pain  and  mortification 
I  heard  him  declare  that  nations  like  individuals 
should  pocket  their  honor  for  money.  The  act 
is  base  in  an  individual,  in  a  nation  infinitely 
worse.  The  gentleman  was  corrected  by  his 
colleague  (Mr.  Neubon)  on  this  subject.  He 
evidentiy,  to  my  apprehension,  expressed  an 
opinion,  that  money  was  to  be  preferred  to 
honor.  He  told  us  that  honor  in  arbitrary  gov- 
ernments was  identified  with  the  monarch,  who 
went  to  war  for  his  mistress ;  that  in  republics 
honor  consisted  in  the  opportunities  afforded  to 
acquire  wealth,  and  by  way  of  illustration  said, 
we  pocketed  our  honor  for  money  in  paying 
tribute  to  the  Barbary  Powers,  for  the  security 
of  a  paltry  trade.  Does  the  gentleman  mean 
to  assimilate  a  tribute  exacted  by  Great  Britiun 
with  that  paid  to  Algiers?  Or  does  he  mean 
to  be  understood  as  advising  us,  because  we 

Eurchase  peace  with  barbarians,  involving  no 
onorable  consideration,  to  barter  for  a  pecu- 
niary reward,  with  Great  Britain,  our  rights^ 
our  honor,  and  our  independence?  Detestable 
as  this  inference  is,  it  results  from  his  argu- 
ments. Bepeal  the  embargo,  throw  open  your 
trade  to  Great  Britain ;  you  can  put  money  in 
your  pocket  by  it.  I  want  no  substitute.  Sir, 
if  my  tongue  was  in  the  thunder's  mouth,  then 
with  a  pasfflon  would  I  shake  the  world  and 
cry  out  treason!  This  abandonment  of  our 
rights,  this  sacrifice  of  our  independence,  I  most 
solemnly  abjure.  Astonished  indeed  am  I,  that 
a  gentleman  so  eloquent,  so  well  qualified  to 
uphold  the  honor  and  dignity  of  his  country, 
should  so  abandon  them  I  Is  it  possible  such 
doctrine  should  be  advocated  on  the  floor  of 
Congress?  Has  it  come  to  this?  Was  it  for 
this  the  martyrs  of  the  Revolution  died?  Is 
this  great  continent  and  the  f^  millions  who 
inhabit  it,  again  to  become  appendages  of  the 
British  Crown  ?  Shall  it  again  be  held,  in  its 
orbit  by  the  attractive,  the  corruptive  influence 
of  the  petty  island  of  Great  Britain?  Ko. 
Sooner  may  you  expect  the  sun  with  all  the 
planetary  system  will  rush  from  their  shining 
spheres,  to  gravitate  round  a  pebble.  Remem- 
ber, sir,  it  is  no  longer  a  contest  smgly  about 
the  carrying  trade,  or  the  impressment  of  sea- 
men, or  the  insult  to  the  national  flag,  but  all 
united  witii  the  rights  and  attributes  of  sov- 
ereignty, even  to  the  violation  of  the  good  old 
United  States.    You  stand  on  the  verge  of 
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destraction,  one  step,  one  movement  backwards 
will  stamp  yonr  character  with  indelible  di»* 
grace.  Yon  must  now  determine  whether  you 
will  maintain  the  high  station  among  nations, 
to  which  the  virtues,  the  spirit  of  t£e  people 
have  elevated  yon,  or  sink  into  tributary  vas- 
salage and  colonization.  By  all  your  rights, 
your  duties,  your  awful  responsibility,  I  charge 
you  "choose  ye  this  day  whom  ye  will  serve; 
but  as  for  me  and  my  house,  we  will  serve  the 
Lord." 

Mr.  GuLPBFEB  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  re- 
port. 

Mr.  Cook  moved  to  adjourn.  Mr.  J.  G,  Jack- 
soK  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion; 
but  a  sufficient  number  did  not  rise  to  justify 
the  taking  them.  Motion  to  adjourn  negatived. 
Mr.  Cook  renewed  the  motion,  observing  that 
he  had  some  remarks  to  make,  which  might 
occupy  the  House  some  time.— <)arried,  54  to 
60,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Satubdat,  December  10. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  presented  a  bill  supplementary 
to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  Act  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Turnpike  Company  in  the  countv  of 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia ;"  which 
was  read  twice,  and  conmiitted  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  bUl  sent  from  the  Senate  entitled  '^  An 
act  frirther  to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the 
United  States,"  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  Mr.  Marion,  Mr.  Holland,  anc^  Mr.  Kelly, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  committee  appointed 
the  eleventh  ultimo,  on  so  much  of  the  Message 
fr^m  the  President  of  the  United  States  as 
relates  to  the  Military  and  Naval  Establish- 
ments, presented  a  bill  authorizing  the  {^point- 
ment  and  employment  of  an  additional  number 
of  navy  officers,  seamen  and  marines ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Foreign  Belations, 

The  House  again  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  first  resolution  of  the  report  made 
by  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Cook  addressed  the  House  at  considerate 
length. 

Mr.  R.  Jaokbon  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  not  hav- 
ing been  in  the  habit  of  publi6  speaking,  it  w 
with  great  diffidence  I  rise,  to  make  any  obser- 
vations on  the  resolutions  now  under  considerar 
tion,  after  so  much  has  been  said  upon  the 
subject.  But.  sir,  knowing  the  deep  stake  that 
the  portion  or  citizens  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  represent,  and  the  United  States  at  large, 
have  in  the  present  embarrassed  state  of  our 
political  affiEiirs,  was  I  to.  remain  silent,  sir,  I 
should  feel  as  if  I  was  guilty  of  treachery  to 
their  interests.  I  shall  not  attempt  to  follow 
gentlemen  in  their  arguments  who  have  gone 
before  me  iiif  the  debate,  but  confine  myself  to 


making  such  observations  on  the  resolutions  and 
the  state  of  our  political  affairs,  as  appear  to 
me  to  be  necessary  and  proper.  By  the  first 
resolution  we  are  called  upon  to  declare  ^*  that 
the  United  States  cannot,  without  a  sacrifioe 
of  their  rights,  honor  and  independence,  submit 
to  the  late  edicts  of  Great  Britain  and  France.^ 
Why  we  are  called  upon  to  make  this  dedara- 
tion,  I  cannot  conceive.  I  do  not  see  the  use 
of  it,  unless  it  is  considered  by  the  committee 
as  a  kind  of  test  act,  which  they  think  oogbt 
to  be  administered  to  every  member  of  the 
House  to  ascertain  whether  they  are  of  sound 
principles  or  not.  I  do  not  like  such  abstract 
propositions ;  I  think  them  useless,  as  nothing 
can  come  from  them  in  a  legislative  way ;  no 
bill  can  be  formed  from  it ;  however,  I  do  not 
see  anything  at  present  to  prevent  me  from 
voting  for  it.  By  the  second  resoluti(Hi  we  are 
called  upon  to  declare  '*  that  it  is  expedient  to 
prohibit^  by  law,  the  admission  into  the  ports 
and  harbors  of  the  United  States  of  all  public 
or  private  armed  or  unarmed  ships  or  vessels 
belonging  to  Great  Britun  or  France,  or  to  any 
other  of  the  belligerents  having  in  force  orders 
or  decrees  violating  the  lawful  commerce  and 
neutral  rights  of  the  United  States ;  and  also 
the  importation  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, the  growth,  produce,  or  manufactore 
of  the  dominions  of  any  of  the  said  powers,  or 
imported  from  any  place  in  the  possession  of 
either." 

Here,  sir,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  to  dissent 
from  the  committee,  for  I  do  not  tlunk  it  to  be 
expedient  to  join  them  in  such  a  resolution  as 
this.  For  I  would  ask,  what  are  we  to  promise 
to  ourselves  from  such  a  system  as  this ;  what 
will  be  the -probable  e^cts  of  it?  Will  it 
compel  the  great  belligerent  Powers  to  do  us 
justice  for  past  ii^uries  and  secure  us  for  the 
future  ?  If  I  thought  it  would,  I  would  most 
cheerfully  vote  for  it.  But,  sir,  I  have  no  rea^ 
son  to  suppose  it  will,  for  we  have  now  had 
considerable  experimental  knowledge  of  the 
effects  of  the  embargo  system,  both  as  it 
respects  ourselves  and  foreign  powers,  and  we 
have  found  from  experience,  that,  as  a  coercive 
measure,  it  has  had  no  effect.  It  lias  not  com- 
pelled France  or  England  to  do  us' justice,  or  to 
rescind  their  unlawful  edicts  and  decrees^  issued 
against  neutral  conmierce.  And  those  nations 
having  now  experienced  the  effects  of  the  em- 
bargo for  nearly  one  year,  whatever  alarm  it 
migbt  have  given  them,  when  first  laid  on,  that 
alarm  has  ceased.  And  we  have  it  from  high 
authority,  that  France  cares  nothing  about  it^ 
and  that  in  England,  owing  to  tiie  great  events 
now  passing  in  Europe,  it  is  forgotten.  And 
shall  we  stUl,  with  all  this  information  and 
experience,  adhere  to  this  system,  and  still 
think  we  can  legislate  France  and  England 
into  a  committanoe  to  do  us  justice,  and  bring 
them  to  the  bar  of  justice  in  this  way  ?  Far  be 
it  from  me  to  censure  any  one  for  the  part 
they  have  taken  in  endeavorin|f  to  maintain 
the  rights  of  our  country,  and  giving  secnrity 
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to  the  interest  of  oar  cilazens.  Bnt^  sir,  I  think, 
in  the  basiness  of  legislation,  that  the  same  line 
of  condoct  onghtto  be  pnrsned,  that  we  would 
pursue  in  the  common  and  ordinary  proceed- 
ings of  life ;  for  should  any  of  ns  undertake  to 
do  any  thing,  suppose  it  be  to  get  a  vessel  afloat 
that  had  been  stranded,  and  the  means  em- 
ployed were  totally  inadequate  to  its  accom- 
plishment, should  we  not  abandon  those  means 
and  try  some  other?  We  have  tried  the  em- 
bargo, and  found  it  altogether  ineffectual,  and 
we  have  no  reason  to  suppose,  that  by  a  further 
oontinuanoe  of  it,  it  will  answer  any  of  the 
purposes  for  which  it  was  intended. 

1  will  now  take  some  view,  as  it  appears  to 
me,  of  what  has  been,  and  will  be  the  effect  of 
the  embargo,  if  continued,  as  it  respects  our- 
selves. The  burden  of  it  has  already  been  very 
sreat,  on  a  lax^  proportion  of  our  dtizens.  It 
has  been  grievous,  and  very  sore.  For  how 
otherwise  can  it  be,  when  we  consider  that  all 
the  navigation  business,  fix>m  one  end  to  the 
other  of  tiiese  United  States,  is  totally  stopped, 
excepting  a  small  remnant  of  our  coasting  trade, 
and  that  remnant  under  very  great  embarrass- 
ments; and  all  that  numerous  class  of  our  citi- 
zens, dependent  on  commerce,  deprived  of  their 
usual  means  of  gaining  a  livelihood,  and  in 
consequence  thereof  thousands  of  them  have 
been  obUged  to  live  on  their  former  earnings, 
and  consume  that  little  property  they  had 
trea<aired  up  for  their  future  support?  And  if 
the  embargo  is  continued,  the  inevitable  conse- 
qnenoe  must  be,  bankruptcy  to  many  of  our 
merchants,  and  absolute  distress,  misery,  and 
want,  to  a  large  proportion  of  our  citizens  who 
live  in  the  seaport  towns,  and  great  embarrass- 
ments to  an  classes  of  citizens,  throughout  our 
country.  And  if  this  system  is  continued,  we 
must  incur  the  hazard  of  having  civil  commo- 
tions in  our  country,  for  experience  has  proved, 
that  when  great  distress  prevaOs  among  the 
people,  and  that  distress  arises  from  political 
measures,  which  the  people  are  divided  in  sen- 
timent upon,  the  hazard  is  very  great  that  civil 
commotions  will  take  place.  Some  gentlemen 
have  undertaken  to  show  how  much  we  have 
ah«ady  lost  by  the  embargo.  But  I  shall  not 
go  into  any  calculation  of  this  sort,  for  I  am 
coDvinoed  that  it  defies  calculation ;  it  is  im- 
possible to  follow  it  into  all  its  turnings  and 
windings.  It  is  enough  for  me  to  know  that 
the  loss  is  immense,  and  that  we  have  received 
Eoch  a  shock  by  it,  that  it  will  require  a  long 
time  to  come,  to  recover  from  it  Gentiemen 
have  also  endeavored  to  point  out  such  parts 
of  the  TJmon  as  they  think  are  suffering  tiie 
most  by  the  embargo.  There  is  no  doubt  but 
that  it  does  bear  harder  upon  some  portions 
than  on  others,  and  that  it  is  unequal  in  its 
operation.  But^  sir,  my  idea  is,  that  it  bears 
Ihe  hardest  upon  that  part  of  our  dtizens  where 
they  are  the  most  dependent  on  commerce  for 
their  living ;  and  this  being  the  case,  in  nearly 
as  great  a  decree,  perhaps,  with  the  citizens  of 
Rhode  Ldaad  as  in  any  part  of  the  Union,  it 


follows  that  my  constituents  ai'e   suffering  as 
mucl^  as  any  portion  of  the  United  States. 

But,  sir,  its  pressure  is  upon  the  whole  coun- 
try, and  it  carries  misery  throughout  our  land; 
and  if  continued,  the  distress  occasioned  by  it 
must  still  be  much  greater  than  it  has  been,  and 
will  become  intolerable  in  some  parts  of  the 
Union,  and  the  consequences  may  be  dreadful 
to  the  nation.  And  as  to  its  effects  on  France 
or  England,  for  myself,  I  am  of  opinion,  that 
the  Emperor  of  France  and  King  of  Italy  is 
well  pleased  with  it,  for,  as  it  is  observed  by  Mr. 
Canning,  "  it  certainly  comes  in  aid "  of  his 
grand  design  of  destroying  the  commerce  of 
the  English,  and  trying  to  give  that  nation  the 
consumption  of  the  purse ;  and,  until  he  is  sat- 
isfied with  that  speculation,  he  will  wish  us  to 
keep  on  the  embargo.  And  since  Spain  and 
Portugal  have  refused  any  longer  to  be  under 
the  control  of  Bonaparte,  and  have  bid  him  and 
all  his  hosts  defiance,  and  have  connected  them- 
selves with  the  English,  I  believe  the  English 
care  nothing  about  the  embargo,  but  would 
give  us  their  free  leave  to  keep  it  on  forever-; 
for,  rnXj  it  gives  the  greatest  activity  to  theur 
colonies  of  Canada  and  Kova  Scotia,  and  must 
be  the  means  of  increasing  their  settlements 
with  astonishing  rapidity.  Experience  has  al- 
ready proved  to  them,  that  their  colonies  in  the 
West  Indies  can  be  maintained  without  us,  and 
Spain  and  Portugal  and  their  colonies  having 
become  open  to  them,  to  vend  their  manufac- 
tures, and  with  what  can  be  smuggled  into  the 
continent  and  into  our  country,  in  spite  of  all 
the  laws  that  can  be  made  against  it^  will  frur- 
nish  them  market  enough ;  and  our  navigation 
being  all  laid  up,  and  out  of  the  way,  their  ships 
will  obtain  great  freights  from  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal to  the  colonies,  and  from  the  colonies  back 
to  the  mother  country ;  and  in  consequence  of 
our  retiring  into  a  state  of  dignified  retirement, 
as  it  has  been  called,  they  will  have  nearly  the 
whole  trade  of  the  world  in  their  own  hands. 
And  it  appears  to  me,  sir,  in  every  point  of  view 
that  I  can  place  the  subject,  if  we  continue  the 
embargo,  it  will  operate  to  distress  ourselves  a 
hundred  times  more  tiian  it  will  anybody  else. 
I  will  now,  as  I  have  heard  the  call  so  frequently 
made,  that,  if  you  do  not  like  this  syst^,  point 
out  a  better,  and  if  it  appears  so,  we  will  adopt 
it — ^I  will,  therefore,  point  out  what  appears  to 
me  a  better  line  of  conduct  for  the  United 
States  to  pursue,  and  if  I  am  so  unfortunate  as 
not  to  find  a  man  in  this  House  of  my  opinion, 
I  cannot  help  it,  for  I  feel  myself  constrained, 
from  a  sense  of  duty  to  my  sufiering  constitu- 
ents, to  inform  this  House  and  the  nation,  that 
I  wash  my  hands  of  it,  and  protest  against  it. 
I  therefore,  sir,  with  great  deference  to  superior 
abilities,  propose  that  the  law  imposing  an  em- 
bargo on  all  ships  and  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  and  all  the  laws  supplementary  thereto, 
be  immediately  repealed,  and  that  we  authorize 
our  merchants  to  arm  their  vessels,  under  proper 
regulations,  in  defence  of  our  legitimate  and 
lawful  commerce ;  that  the  Government  from 
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time  to  time  afford  the  commerce  of  the  conntrj 
such  protection  as  may  he  fomid  necessary  and 
prudent.  If  this  was  done,  I  have  no  douht 
ont  that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  would 
soon  he  relieved  from  their  present  emharrass- 
ments  and  distress.  This,  sir,  would  produce  a 
circulation  in  the  hody  politic,  our  planters  and 
farmeVs  would  immediately  find  a  sale  for  their 
surplus  produce,  our  merchants  would  find  em- 
ploy for  their  vessels,  and  all  that  numerous  class 
of  citizens  who  have  heretofore  heen  engaged  in 
the  active  and  hnsy  scenes  of  commerce,  would 
again  find  employ  in  our  seaports.  In  lieu  of 
heholding  dismantled  ships  covered  with  hoards 
and  mats,  we  should  see  in  them  spars  and  rig- 
ging aloft)  and  the  ports  whitened  with  their 
sails,  and  again  hear  the  cheering  sound  of  in- 
dustry. But  it  has  heen  said  that  if  the  emhargo 
was  removed  and  our  merchants  should  send 
their  vessels  to  sea,  most  of  the  propei*ty  would 
be  taken  by  one  or  other  ot  the  great  belligerent 
powers,  and  thus  be  lost  to  our  country ;  and 
that  we  have  so  little  trade  left  that  it  is  not 
worth  our  notice.  But  let  us  examine  this,  and 
see  if  it  be  so.  Gould  we  not^  sir,  in  the  present 
state  of  the  world,  trade  to  England,  Scotland, 
and  Ireland,  to  Sweden,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  to 
some  of  the  islands  in  the  Mediterranean,  and 
some  of  the  Turkish  ports  on  that  sea ;  to  nearly 
all  the  ports  in  the  East  and  West  Indies,  to 
both  sides  of  the  continent  of  South  America, 
and  some  other  places,  and  have  the  obstruction 
occasioned  by  the  embargo  laws  removed  from 
our  own  coast  ?  Is  aU  this  trade  of  no  impor- 
tance to  trading  people  ?  Gentlemen  have  gone 
into  statements  to  snow,  from  our  former  trade, 
how  much  of  our  domestic  produce  could  be 
exported  to  the  different  parts  of  the  world, 
under  the  present  embarrassments,  occasioned 
by  the  great  belligerent  powers ;  but  for  myself 
I  put  no  confidence  in  such  statements.  I  con- 
sider trade  may  in  some  measure  be  compared 
to  water ;  if  the  channel  it  has  been  used  to  run 
in  becomes  obstructed,  it  will  find  new  channels 
to  vent  itself  in.  For  instance,  sir,  suppose  we 
should  adopt  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  (Mr.  Mumfobd).  He  men- 
tioned that  we  could  trade  to  the  little  Swedish 
island  o(  St.  Bartholomews,  in  the  West  Indies. 
Now  suppose  we  should  look  over  our  former 
exports  to  this  island  in  any  one  year,  what 
should  we  find  fhe  amount  to  be?  I  do  not 
know,  sir,  perhaps  one  hundred  diousand  dol- 
lars, but  double,  triple  it  if  yon  please,  and  what 
comparison  would  it  bear  with  the  amount  that 
would  be  shipped  there  under  his  system? 
Would  it  not  immediately  become  a  distributing 
point  for  the  whole  of  tiie  West  India  Idands, 
and  the  amount  increased  to  an  astonie^ing 
degree,  when  compared  with  what  used  to  be 
exported  there?  And  so  it  would  he  in  other 
parts  of  the  world,  The  articles  will  go  where 
they  are  wanted,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree ; 
and  if  they  cannot  be  carried  directly,  they  will 
find  their  way  in  an  indirect  manner.  And  as 
to  the  danger  of  the  property  being  cajltured 


and  confiscated,  I  think  our  merchants  and  un- 
derwriters are  the  most  competent  to  Jadj^  of 
that.  They  do  not  wish  the  Government  to 
become  guardians  for  them  in  this  req>ect  AU 
they  wish  for  Govemment  to  do  is  to  let  them 
manage  their  own  affairs  in  their  own  w^y; 
and  the  Govemment  to  afford  the  commerce  of 
the  country  as  much  protection  as  diall  be  for 
the  real  interest  of  l^e  whole  nation.  Have  we 
not  seen,  in  the  summer  past,  with  what  eager- 
ness the  merchants  in  the  United  States  avi^ 
themselves  of  the  speciid  permission  granted  to 
fit  their  vessels  in  bfJlast,  and  go  abroad  to  col- 
lect debts  ?  And  was  not  every  old  and  obso- 
lete claim  hunted  up  that  existed  in  the  coontrj, 
to  make  out  the  amount  necessary  to  avail 
themselves  of  this  permission?  Is  not  this 
proof  that  the  merchants  did  not  consider  the 
risk  very  great  ?  And  were  not  several  bnndred 
sail  of  vessels  fitted  out  under  this  permianon; 
and  have  they  not  nearly  sM  returned  back  to 
the  United  States  in  safety?  Many  of  these 
vessels  were  insured  to  the  West  Indies,  ontand 
home,  at  premiums  of  about  eight  and  nine  per 
cent.,  and  this  in  the  midst  of  the  hnrricaDe 
season.  This  proves  that  the  underwriters  did 
not  estimate  the  political  risk  at  more  than  two 
or  three  per  cent,  for  the  natural  perils  in  time 
of  profound  peace  would  be  considered  eqnalto 
six  per  cent.  And  the  calculation  of  the  under- 
writers has  proved  correct^  for  they  have  made 
money  by  the  business.  And  was  our  embargo 
removed,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  premionu 
of  insurance  would  not  be  more  than  six  or 
seven  per  cent  to  any  port  in  Great  Britain,  and 
about  the  same  to  Spam  and  Portugal  This,  if 
correct,  proves  that  the  political  risk  is  not  conr 
flidered  to  be  very  great  hy  those  who  are  the 
best  judges  of  it  But,  su*,  it  appears  to  me 
there  are  many  gentlemen  in  this  Hoose  who 
think  it  will  not  do  to  trade,  until  all  political 
risk  is  removed  out  of  the  way.  If  we  wait 
for  this,  we  shall  never  trade  any  more,  for  the 
natural  perils  of  traversing  tbe  ocean  always 
exist,  and  always  remain  nearly  the  same,  allow- 
ing for  the  variation  of  the  seasons.  And  ^ 
political  perils  always  exist,  but  they  vary  accord* 
ing  to  the  state  of  political  afiairs  among  the 
nations  of  the  world.  But>  sir,  I  have  repeat- 
edly heard  it  said,  and  the  same  thing  is  ex- 
pressed in  the  report  of  the  committee,  that  oar 
situation  is  such,  that  we  have  no  other  altei^ 
native  than  a  war  with 'both  Great  Britain  and 
France,  submission,  or  a  total  suspension  of  oar 
commerce. 

The  conunittee  have,  sir,  after  a  longsUte- 
ment,  brought  our  affairs  up  to  this  point,  and  1 
do  not  like  any  of  the  alternatives  out  of  which 
they  say  we  must  make  a  dhoice,  for  I  do  not 
believe  that  we  are  reduced  to  Uiis  dilenmi*  I 
and  I  will  not  agree  to  go  to  war  with  both 
England  and  France,  nor  will  I  agree  to  sobmitj 
or  to  totally  suspend  our  commerce.  But  I  wul 
agree  to  give  our  merchants  liberty  to  arm  their 
vessels,  under  proper  regidations,  in  defence  of 
our  legitimate  commerce,  and  leave  it  to  them 
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to  send  their  vessels  for  trade  where  they  please ; 
and  if  any  of  them  are  so  unwise  as  to  trust 
their  property  to  France,  or  to  any  ports  in 
Europe  where  the  Pren<^  control,  let  them 
fight  their  way  there  if  they  choose.  I  see  no 
other  oonise,  sir,  that  we  can  pursue,  that  will 
be  so  much  for  the  interest  and  honor  of  our 
country,  as  the  one  pointed  out.  The  American 
people  are  a  cool,  calculating  people,  and  know 
what  is  best  for  their  interest,  as  well  if  not 
better  than  any  nation  upon  earth,  and  I  have 
no  idea  that  they  will  support  the  Government 
in  a  ruinous  war  with  England,  under  the  pres- 
ent existing  circumstances,  nor  in  measures  de- 
priving them  of  all  trade«and  commerce. 

Mr.  MuMPOBD  then  offered  a  few  observations 
in  answer  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Gholson  of 
Virginia.  Daring  the  discussion,  six  different 
motions  were  made  for  an  a^oumment,  the 
last  of  which,  offered  by  Mr.  Gabdshikb,  was 
carried—yeas  58,  nays  48. 


TuBSDAY,  December  18. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas, 

EaolMd^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  dividing  the  In- 
diana Territory ;  and  that  they  have  leave  to  re- 
port by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Thomas,  Mr.  Kbnan,  Mr. 
Bismrr,  liCr.  Tagoabt,  and  Mr.  Smilib,  be  ap- 
pointed a  committee  pursuant  to  the  said  reso- 
lution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas,  the  resolutions  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,  which  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
OD  the  table  on  the  fourteenth  ultimo,  were  re- 
ferred to  the  select  committee  last  appointed. 

Mr.  Mabion,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
wag  refored,  on  the  tenth  instant,  tiie  bill  sent 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^*  An  act  further  to 
amend  the  Judicial  System  of  the  United  States,'' 
reported  the  bill  to  the  House  without  amend- 
ment: Whereupon  the  biU  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^^  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Andrew  Joseph  Villard," 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Oommittee 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Albxandbr, 

Baoiked^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  farther 
provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law,  prescribing 
the  manner  in  which  the  public  acts,  records, 
and  judicial  proceedings  of  one  State,  shall  be 
proved  and  g^ven  in  evidence  in  another  Stete, 
and  the  effect  thereof ;  and  that  they  have  leave 
to  report  by  biD  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Albxandeb,  Mr:  David 
B.  WiLUAMB,  Mr.  Jomr  G.  Jaoeson,  Mr.  Kbt, 
and  Mr.  Quinct,  be  appointed  a  committee, 
pursuant  to  the  said  resolution. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  enti- 
tled ^^  An  act  supplemental  to  an  act  entitled 
'  An  act  for  extending  the  terms  of  credit  on 


revenue  bonds,  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other 
purposes; ' "  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
change  the  post  route  from  Annapolis  to  Rock- 
hall,  by  Baltimore  to  Bockhall ;  "  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Foreign   Relationa, 

The  following  is  Mr.  Gabdxnibb's  speech 
entire ; 

Mr.  Speaker  :  I  had  intended  to  defer  the  de- 
livery of  my  sentiments  upon  the  second  resolu- 
tion, until  that  resolution  should  come  before 
the  House.  But  the  course  which  the  debate 
has  taken,  has  produced  a  change  in  my  origi- 
nal intention. 

That  the  first  resolution  is  an  unnecessary 
one,  because  no  clear,  definite,  practical  results 
can  fiow  from  it,  appears  to  me  self-evident 
Are  the  people  of  this  country  suspected  of  an 
intention  to  abandon  their  rights  or  their  inde- 
pendence? Indeed,  sir,  they  are  not.  Why 
then  is  it,  that  we  are  called  upon  to  make  a 
new  declaration  of  independence?  Or  was  the 
Administration  conducted  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  make  the  firmness  and  patriotism  of  tJie  na- 
tion itself  doubted  abroad?  Even  I,  sir,  who 
am  not  suspected  of  a  blind  confidence  in  our 
rulers,  will  not  advance  such  a  charge. 

The  true  question  is  not,  Is  the  matter  ex- 
pressed in  this  abstract  proposition  true?  But, 
Is  it  necessary  that  a  resolution  containing  it 
should  be  passed  by  this  House  ?  I  agree  with 
the  gentieman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Gamfbbll) 
that  it  would  be  no  less  ridiculous  to  pass  this 
resolution  than  to  pass  one  that  the  sun  shines. 
Allowing  both  to  be  true,  both  are  equally  un- 
necessary to  be  embodied  in  a  resolution  of  this 
House.  Begin  this  system  of  abstract  legislation, 
and  where  are  you  to  stop  ?  Sir,  it  partakes 
too  much  of  the  character  of  disturbed,  revolu- 
tionary times.  To  such  a  blasphemous  height 
was  this  notion  of  voting  abstract  propositions, 
or  declarations,  or  truisms  (caU  them  what  you 
will)  carried  at  one  time  in  France,  that  their 
Convention  very  gravely  decreed  *^  that  there 
was  a  God  I  "  This  was  a  self-evident  truth ; 
and  being  so  could  not  become  more  so  by  beiuff 
decreed.  And  if  the  edicts  of  Great  Britain  and 
France  go  to  the  destruction  of  our  *^  rights, 
honor  and  independence,"  our  voting  that  such 
is  their  operation,  makes  it  neither  more  nor 
less  true. 

But,  it  is  said,  a  select  committee  have  placed 
the  resolution  before  us,  and  we  are  bound  to 
vote  whether  the  assertions  it  contains  are  true 
or  false.  Why,  sir,  if  I  should  oflfer  a  resolution 
that  at  this  moment  the  sun  shines,  and  some 
one  should  second  me,  would  it  be  contended 
that  this  House  ought  gravely  to  proceed  to  the 
question?  and  if  any  member  should  say,  ^*I 
vote  against  this  resolution  because  it  is  too  true 
to  be  made  more  so ;  and  because,  therefore,  I 
think  it  unnecessary  to  be  passed,'*  that  he,  sir, 
should  be  considered  blind  ? 

Again,  gentlemen,  some  too  with  whom  I  am 
in  the  habit  of  acting,  say,  at  the  worst,  the  res- 
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olution  is  harmless — ^it  ties  yon  down  to  no  spe- 
cific coarse,  and  therefore  yon  may  as  well  vote 
for  it ;  that  to  vote  against  it,  will  afford  a  han- 
dle against  oar  popularity — ^that  the  resolution 
itself  is  an  artful  one— a  trap  set  to  catch  the 
Federalists,  as  it  will  hold  them  up  to  suspicion, 
if  they  vote  against  it — for  the  vote  will  appear 
upon  the  Journals,  when  the  argument  is  not  to 
he  found  there.  Well,  sir,  if  it  he  in  truth  a 
trap  to  catch  poor  Federalism  in,  I,  for  one,  sir, 
am  willing  to  he  caught.  I  never  deceived  the 
people  whom  I  have  the  honor  to  represent, 
either  by  giving  a  vote  to  the  propriety  of 
which  my  judgment  was  opposed,  or  by  profess- 
ing opinions  which  I  did  not  entertain;  and, 
sir,  I  trust  in  Grod  I  never  shall.  The  applause 
of  my  constituents  is  dear  to  me.  But  I  would 
rather  strive  to  deserve  it — than,  not  deserving 
it,  to  receive  it.  Yes,  sir,  my  course  shall  be 
always  a  plain  one — ^a  strcughtforward  course. 
I  have  not  acquired  the  confidence  of  my  con- 
stituents by  increasing  their  delusions.  I  have 
always  labored  to  disperse  them.  At  my  first 
election  to  this  House,  a  decided  minority  of 
them  were  opposed  to  my  politics.  The  thought 
has  often  distressed  me.  But  the  cause  of  that 
distress  exists  no  longer.  And,  therefore,  sir,  I 
will  go  on  discharging  my  duty  with  the  most 
scrupulous  obedience  to  my  judgment,  and 
where  the  weight  of  a  hair  ought  to  turn  the 
scale,  it  shall  turn  it. 

But  if  I  had  no  other  objection  agunst  this 
abstract  ^' harmless'^  resolution,  there  is  one 
which  would  be  decisive :  I  would  reject  it  on 
account  of  "  the  company  it  keeps."  The  com- 
mittee, for  reasons  which  I  shall  not  stop  to 
disclose,  have  thought  it  important  to  introduce 
this,  by  way  of  propping  the  second  one.  That 
second  one,  sir,  the  undoubted  object  and  inev- 
itable tendency  of  which  my  whole  soul  recoils 
from,  which  I  abhor  and  deprecate,  as  fatal  to 
the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  my  country — 
as  the  grave  of  its  honor — and  I  fear  I  do  not 
go  too  mr  when  I  add,  of  its  independence  I 
that  resolution  is  not  alone  submission  to  France ; 
but,  under  the  pretence  of  resisting  her  infrac- 
tions of  the  laws  of  nations,  her  violations  of 
the  sacred  rights  of  hospitality,  her  laughing  to 
scorn  the  obligation  of  treaties — ^it  makes  us 
gnbnut  to  all — to  encourage  a  perseverance  in 
all.  Nay,  sir,  it  throws  the  whole  weight  of 
our  power  into  her  scale,  and  we  become  not 
only  the  passive,  but^  to  the  whole  extent  of  our 
means,  the  active  instruments  of  that  policy 
which  we  affect  to  abhor.  This,  sir,  unhappily, 
is  capable  of  the  most  clear  demonstration ;  and, 
in  the  proper  place  it  shall  appear  so.  I  enter  now 
upon  tne  discussion  of  the  second  resolution. 
And  although  I  am  aware  how  little  professions 
of  sincerity  and  embarrassment  are  generally  re- 
carded,  and,  indeed,  how  little  they  ought  to 
be  regarded,  yet  I  cannot  approach  this  awfal 
subject  vrithout  declaring  that  I  feel  as  if  I  was 
about  to  enter  the  sanctuary  of  our  country's 
independence;  and  I  tremble  with  the  same 
fearful  distrust  of  my  powers,  the  same  distress- 


ing perplexity  which  would  embarrass  me  if  I 
had  entered  the  labyrinth  in  which  was  conoeal- 
ed  the  secret  of  that  country's  honor,  prosperity 
and  glory.    I  do  feel,  sir,  that  we  should  enter 

Xn  the  discussion  of  this  question  divested  of 
^e  pr^udices  and  passion  of  party — no  less 
than  all  foreign  predilections  and  animosities — 
with  clean  hearts,  sir ;  yes,  hearts  seven  times 
purified,  to  prepare  them  for  the  dischaige  of 
the  sacred,  the  holy  duties  of  this  awfol  gtiebs. 
He  who  can  come  to  this  debate  with  other  mo- 
tives than  to  save  his  country,  placed  as  it  is  on 
the  brink  of  a  dreadful  precipice,  deserves  to  be 
heard  nowhere  but  in  the  cells  of  the  Inquisi- 
tion. The  sound  of  his  voice  should  never  be 
suffered  to  pollute  the  Hall  of  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  American  people.  But  he  who, 
thinking  that  he  has  traced  the  causes  and  the 
progress  of  our  misfortunes,  and  that  he  may, 
perhaps,  point  the  nation  to  a  path  which  may 
lead  it  back  to  the  prosperous  position  it  has 
been  made  to  abfmdon,  would  he  a  traitor  to 
the  State,  if  any  considerations  could  keep  him 
silent 

In  my  view,  sir,  we  have  gone  on  so  long  in 
error — our  affiurs  have  been  suffered  to  run  on, 
jrear  after  year,  into  so  much  confusion,  that  it 
IS  not  easy  to  say  what  should  be  done.  But  if 
it  is  magnanimous  to  retract  error,  certainly  it 
is  only  the  performance  of  a  sacred  duty,  which 
their  servants  owe  the  people,  to  abandon  a 
system  which  has  produced  only  disappoint- 
ment and  disasters  hitherto,  and  promises  only 
ruin  and  disgrace  in  future. 

The  time,  sir,  has  been,  when  the  Govern- 
ment was  respected  at  home  and  abroad,  when 
the  people  were  prosperous  and  happy,  when 
the  pontical  body  was  in  high,  in  vigorous 
healui ;  when  America  rejoiced  in  the  Silnoss 
of  her  glory,  and  the  whole  extent  of  the  United 
States  presented  a  scene  unknown  in  any  other 
country,  in  any  other  age.  Behold  now  the 
mournful  contrast,  the  sad  reverse!  We  are 
*^  indeed  fallen,  fallen  from  our  high  estate  I  " 
The  nation  is  sick—- sick  at  heart.  We  are  caUed 
upon  to  apply  a  remedy ;  and  none  ¥rill  answer 
which  shall  not  be  effectual  No  quack  pre- 
scriptions will  answer  now.  And  the  core,  to 
be  effectual,  must  not  persevere  in  a  course 
which  has  not  only  produced  no  good,  nor  prom- 
ises any ;  but  which  has  brought  the  patient 
(if  I  may  use  the  figure  of  the  gentleman  from 
Mairland,  Mr.  Nelson)  to  his  present  forlorn 
condition.  Such  a  perseverance  may  seem  to 
argue  great  hardihood,  or,  if  you  please,  spirit ; 
but,  after  all,  it  is  nothing  but  the  desperate 
frenzy  of  a  losing,  half-ruined  gamester. 

It  becomes,  therefore,  at  last,  indispensable  to 
take  a  retrospective  view  of  our  affairs.  And^ 
if  in  taking  this  view,  we  should  find  the  cause 
of  our  disasters,  we  must  not  fear  to  contem- 
plate it,  to  hold  it  up ;  and,  having  grown  wise 
oy  experience,  we  must  not  be  prevented  by 
false  pride,  A-om  profiting  by  it;  we  must  not 
shrink  from  the  exercise  of  a  virtue  because  it 
is  also  an  imperious  duty.    And  I  hope  that  no 
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geatleman  who  hears  me  is  imwiUing  to  sacri- 
fice the  popularity  of  the  Administration  to  the 
ailTatloQ  of  the  coontry. 

Permit  me  then,  sir,  to  go  hack  to  that  period 
in  oar  history  which  immediately  preceded  the 
adoption  of  onr  present  form  of  Government. 
What  was  then  onr  condition?  The  people 
were  poor— for  there  was  no  commerce  to  assist 
agricaltare— there  was  no  revenne  for  general 
objectB.  Many  States  were  hardly  ahle  to  col- 
lect enough  for  State  purposes.  And,  of  course, 
there  was  no  such  thing  as  puhlio  credit,  al- 
though there  was  an  immense  floating  deht. 
We  had  no  reputAtion  ahroad — ^there  was  no 
confidence  even  at  home.  But,  sir,  we  had  a 
Washikqton,  and  we  had  the  pupils  of  Wash- 
ington, men  whom  he  knew  to  he  faithful  in 
the  Cabinet,  for  he  had  found  them  &ithful  in 
the  darkest  stages  of  the  Bevolution.  The  nar 
tioD,  happiiy,  had  not  heen  deluded— -they  knew 
their  fiiends  hy  their  deeds — ^they  had  not  yet 
yielded  to  the  sweet  fascination  of  the  seductive 
popokr  declamations  of  these  latter  times. 
Men  were  known  hy  what  they  did,  not  hy 
what  they  siud.  These  men,  sir,  had  the  sagac- 
ity to  discover  the  secret  springs  of  onr  pros- 
perity and  happiness  and  glory.  And  they 
were  ahle  to  strike  them  with  a  powerful  hand, 
and  with  a  powerful  hand  they  did  strike  ^em ; 
and,  instantly,  as  if  hy  enchantment,  the  scene 
changed.  Suddenly,  agriculture  raised  her 
drooping  head,  for  commerce  heckoned  her  to 
prosperity.  Tour  people  hegan  to  pay  their 
deb^  and  to  hecome  rich,  ^hlic  credit  was 
restored;  the  Treasury  hegan  to  fill  readily. 
Sonrces  of  revenue  were  explored,  certain  of 
continually  increasing,  equally  certain  of  heing 
never  exhausted,  except  by  folly  and  madness. 
Indeed,  sir,  so  perfect  was  the  financial  machin- 
ery that  it  admitted  of  no  improvement.  It  re- 
quired no  more  skill  in  the  successors  of  the 
iiioBtrioas  Hamilton  to  make  this  instrument 
^  discourse  Qiost  excellent  music,"  than  it  would 
achild  to  play  a  hand-organ.  An  end  was  put  to 
onr  Indian  wars;  our  Algerine  captives  were 
redeemed  —  onr  reputation  was  established 
abroad,  and  the  United  States  assumed  their 
just  rank  among  the  nations  of  the  earth  1  This 
wasy  indeed,  a  work  worthy  of  the  illustrious 
patriots  who  achieved  it.  It  was  the  result  of 
that  profound  practical  wisdom,  which,  never 
yielding  to  the  deception  of  brilliant  theory, 
saw  the  puhlio  interest  with  a  clear  eye,  and 
pursued  it  wi^  a  firm  and  steady  step ;  and  it 
was  no  wonder  that  it  was  successful.  Let  me 
add,  too,  that  all  this  was  accomplished  with- 
out taxation  heing  felt  by  the  people. 

Bat  this  great  prosperity  was  not  without 
interruption.  It  received  a  stroke,  sir,  deep  and 
dangerous,  and  almost  mortal,  from  the  tremen- 
dous system  of  spoliations  commenced  hy  Great 
Britain  in  1793.  Misfortunes  cast  themselves 
across  the  path  of  nations  as  well  as  individuals. 
They  are  often  unavoidable,  and  no  nation  can 
hope  to  bealways  exempt  from  them.  The  wisdom 
ofihe  human  nund  is  displayed  in  putting  an  end 


to  them  in  private  afi^iirs,  and  in  public  that 
statesman  only  is  great  who  can  overcome  and 
disperse  them,  who,  though  he  cannot  avert 
the  holt^  can  prevent  the  ruin  it  threatens.  At 
the  period  of  which  I  speak,  we  had  such 
statesmen.  Tes,  sir,  the  alarm  was  depicted  on 
every  countenance — ^though  the  nation  stagger- 
ed to  its  centre  under  the  severity  of  the  blow 
it  had  received,  yet  was  the  AdministratioB 
equal  to  the  dreadful  emergency — ^it  had  brought 
the  nation  into  existence  and  prosperity,  and  it 
was  equal  to  the  preservation  of  both.  And 
they  showed  it  not  by  venting  their  rage  in  idle 
reproaches,  but  by  applying  efllcient  remedies 
to  the  diseases  of  the  country. 

Let  it  be  remembered  that  justice  was  to  be 
obtained  from  Great  Britain ;  from  that  power 
which  is  now  represented  and  held  up  to  our 
indignation  as  '*  proud,  unprincipled,  imperious, 
and  tyrannical ; ''  and  which  certainly  was  at 
least  as  much  so  then ;  for  then  she  had  on  her 
side  all  Europe  engaged  in  combination  against 
France,  and  France  was  alone  as  England  is 
now.  Li  short,  she  was  then  on  the  continent 
of  Europe  what  France  is  now.  Yet,  from  this 
same  country  did  our  Government  succeed  in 
obtaining  not  only  reparation  for  the  spoliations 
committed,  but  a  surrender  of  the  "Western 
posts  also.  I  repeat,  sir,  all  this  was  accom- 
plished when  Great  Britain  was  not -less  impe- 
rious in  disposition,  but  more  formidable  in  pow- 
er than  she  is  now.  And  surely  all  this  ought 
to  appear  strange  and  wonderful  indeed  to  those 
who  have  been  deluded  into  the  idea  that,  when 
Great  Britain  was  struggling,  gasping  for  exist- 
ence, the  same  thing  was  impossible :  that  has 
with  ease,  and  under  more  inauspicious  circum- 
stances, been  accomplished,  which  the  men  now 
in  power  pretend  they  have  attempted  in  vain. 
Still  strange  as  it  may  seem  to  them,  it  is  a  fact 
— ^it  is  history,  WelL  sir,  how  was  this  mira- 
cle brought  about  ?  By  a  process  very  plain 
and  simple.  The  Administration  was  sincerely 
desirous  of  peace;  and  that  single  object  in 
their  eye,  they  exerted  their  abilities  to  ohtain 
it  and  consequently  did  obtain  it.  The  instruc- 
tions of  the  Minister  breathed  a  desire  of  peace 
—of  reconciliation  upon  terms  compatible  with 
the  honor  of  both  nations.  The  Administration 
did  not  send  with  their  Minister  a  non-impor- 
tation act,  a  proclamation,  or  a  permanent  em- 
bargo, by  way  of  exhibiting  their  love  of  peace. 
The  refinement  in  diplomacy  which  sends  with 
the  negotiator  a  new  cause  of  quarrel  for  the 
purpose  of  accelerating  the  adjustment  of  an  old 
one,  was  not  yet  invented.  No,  sir,  Mr.  Jay, 
(and  the  name  of  that  stern,  inflexible  patriot 
and  Republican,  I  always  repeat  with  delight 
and  veneration,  because  he  is  a  patriot  and  a 
Bepublican) — 

[Here  Mr.  Upham  took  the  advantage  of  a 
pause  made  by  Mr.  G.  to  observe  that,  as  the 
gentleman  appeared  considerably  exhausted,  &c., 
he  would  move  an  adjournment,  which  was  taken 
by  ayes  and  noes  and  lost — ayes  47,  noes  66-^ 
Mr.  G.  voting  in  ^e  affirmative.] 
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Mr.  G.  oontinned. — Mr.  Jay  had  no  disposi- 
tion to  bally  the  British  Government  into  jus- 
tice; he  had  no  objection  that  they  should 
have  all  the  merit  of  returning  yolontarily  to  a 
sense  of  jostice,  provided  hu  country  might 
have  the  benefit  of  substantial  reparation.  The 
stem  sage  of  the  Bevolution  became  the  cour- 
teous ambassador,  and,  anpealing  *•*'  to  the  jus- 
tice and  magnanimity  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,'^ 
he  demanded  redress  and  he  obtained  it.  The 
British  Gk)vemment  saw  that  ours  was  sincerely 
disposed  to  be  at  peace  with  them,  and,  pursu- 
ing the  natural  direction  of  their  interests,  there 
was  no  difSculty  in  making  peace.  Our  plun- 
dered merchants  were  compensated—paid,  sir, 
hana  flde.  We  did  not  purchase  rectess ;  we 
did  not  pay  for  the  surrender  of  the  Western 
posts,  whidi  were  our  right,  and  out  of  the  pur- 
chase money  indemnify  a  portion  of  our  own 
dtizens.  K o ;  the  payment  was  to  all ;  and  in 
right  old-fia^ioned  ^^  British  gold,^'  all  counted 
down  on  the  nail.  I  wish  wat  I  could,  with 
equal  truth,  say  the  same  thing  of  more  modem 
treaties. 

And  now,  sir,  compensation  being  made  by 
Great  Britain  for  the  spoliations  on  our  com- 
merce, the  Westem  posts  being  surrendered,  a 
commercial  treaty  being  established,  the  dark 
doud  which  obscured  our  prospects  being  dis- 
persed, the  sun  of  our  prosperity  once  more 
burst  forth  in  all  its  radiance,  and  again  all  was 
well. 

I  care  not  what  were  the  objections  of  the 
day,  begotten  in  the  brain  of  faction,  and  cher- 
ished in  mobs :  under  the  treaty  we  were  pros- 
perous and  happy,  and  that  one  fact  is  enough 
for  me.  Bad  as  the  treaty  was  represented  to 
be,  and  the  worst  feature  of  it  most  probably 
was,  that  it  was  a  British  Treaty— bad  as  it  was, 
the  continuance  of  its  existence  has  been  pre- 
cisely coextensive  with  the  progress  of  our  pros- 
perity—it made  our  people  rich  and  happy ;  and, 
bad  as  it  was,  they  would  have  cause  to  rejoice 
indeed  if  the  present  Administration  had  fur- 
nished them  with  just  such  another. 

France  saw  with  uneasiness  the  return  of  a 
good  understanding  between  America  and  Great 
Britain.  And  she,  in  her  turn,  let  loose  her 
plunders  upon  our  commerce.  Again  the  wis- 
dom of  our  6k>vemment  was  called  into  action, 
and  again  it  produced  the  most  happy  result. 
What  did  they  do  ?  An  embassy  was  despatch- 
ed to  France,  redress  was  demanded,  but  the 
Ministers  were  not  received,  nor  could  be,  till 
a  douceur — a  tribute — was  paid.  From  a  na- 
tion which  retumed  such  an  answer,  redress 
oouldnot  be  expected;  and  there  was  an  end 
of  negotiation.  Britain  and  France  had  acted 
toward  us  with,  equal  iidustice— tiie  disposition 
of  our  Government,  its  aesire  of  peace,  was  the 
flame  with  both.  Its  conduct  was  the  same  to 
both,  but  France  would  not  even  hear  our  de- 
mands. The  American  Government  were  at 
no  loss  how  to  act.  The  case  was  a  plain  one. 
One  nation  robs  another — ^that  other  demands 
reparation— prevarication  is  the  reply.    It  re- 


quires no  skill  to  see,  in  such  a  case,  that,  to 
coax  the  offender  into  reparation  is  impoeeible. 
Accordingly,  our  (jk>vemraent  did  not  hesi- 
tate as  to  the  course  it  should  pursue ;  they  did 
not  wait  to  be  spurred  on  by  any  GovemmeDt 
to  an  assertion  of  their  rights ;  they  would  not 
leave  it  one  moment  doubtful  whether  thej 
had  the  disposition  and  the  courage  to  aasert 
them.  They  proceeded  immediately  to  anntd 
the  French  Treaty,  to  pass  non-intercourse  laws; 
they  built  ships  of  war,  and  sent  them  upon  the 
ocean,  to  protect  our  commerce.  They  were 
not  so  obstinate  but  that  they  could  reoeivo 
instraction,  even  from  the  author  of  the  ^*  Notes 
on  Virginia,'*  who,  in  that  work,  so  jadidooaly 
recommends  a  navy.  Our  littie  armament 
picked  up  the  French  cruisers,  great  and  email; 
the  coast,  the  sea^  was  soon  cleared  of  them. 
And  our  commerce  again  visited  evezy  dime  in 
safety. 

I  will  here  remark,  nr,  that,  during  all  this 
time,  the  staple  commodities  (particnlaiiy  of 
the  Northern  States)  suffered  no  diminiition, 
but  an  increase  in  price.  Well,  sir,  Franoo  very 
soon  discovered  that  she  had  nothing  to  gam, 
and  we  nothing  to  lose  by  such  a  state  of  things. 
Even  then,  when  she  had  some  naval  power,  she 
discovered  this.  She  was^  therefore,  very  soon 
disposed  to  change  it.  A  treaty  was  patched 
up,  in  the  end,  and  something  like  the  aj^>ear- 
ance  of  redress  provided  for. 

Now,  sir,  for  the  result.  A  former  Adminia- 
tration  were  able  to  settie  our  differences  with 
Great  Britain,  although  she  governed  all  Europei 
althou^  she  was  uigust,  haughty,  and  imperious. 
Now  the  same  thing  is  said  to  be  impossibkl 
A  former  Administration  were  able,  after  a  fair 
negotiation  had  failed,  to  bring  France,  who 
had  then  some  maritime  power,  on  her  marrow- 
bones. And  now.  when  she  has  none^  again 
the  same  thing  is  impossible  I  How  happen* 
all  this  ?  Sir,  I  am  afraid  your  Administratioa 
have  committed  most  capital  mistakes.  They 
have  been  unwilling  to  learn  wisdom  from  the 
experience  and  success  of  their  predeoessora.  I 
do  fear,  and  I  shall  be  obliged  to  prove,  that, 
on  the  one  hand,  they  have  been  actuated  hy, 
certainly  they  have  never  (following  the  ezanoK 
pie  of  a  former  Administration)  manifested  a 
sincere  disposition  to  accommodate  our  difficul- 
ties with  Great  Britain.  And,  on  the  other 
hand,  they  have  in  no  instance  shown  to  France 
that  bold  front  which,  in  more  unpromiamg 
times,  brought  the  terrible  Republic  to  her 
senses.  These  two  errors,  these  wilful,  wanton 
aberrations  from  established  policy,  are  the  trae 
causes  of  all  our  misfortunes.  It  is  owing  to 
them  that  we  have,  if  we  believe  the  Adminis- 
tration sincere,  two  enemies  whq  are  already  at 
war  with  each  other,  and  we,  the  only  instance 
of  the  kind  since  the  creation  of  the  world,  are 
to  step  out  a  third  and  distinct  belligerent,  a 
sort  of  Ifihmaelite  belligerent ;  our  hand  against 
every  nation,  and  every  nation^s  hand  aga^ist 
us.  We  are  in  a  situation  which  defies  hope, 
one  in  which  we  have  but  a  single  mlserab^ 
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coosolaAioii,  that  though  it  promises  nothing 
Imt  min,  jet  it  is  so  ridiculons,  so  IndioroiiS) 
that  we  can  but  smile  at  it. 

These  remarks  are  extorted  ^m  me  a  little 
out  of  their  order.  I  return  to  theperiod  of  the 
restoration  of  peace  between  the  United  States 
and  France. 

The  Adnunistration  now  (1801)  passed  into 
the  hands  of  other  men.  They  received  a  coun- 
try, rich,  prosperoQS,  and  increasing  in  pros* 
peritj.  A  people  contented  and  happy ;  or  dis- 
contented only  with  those  who  had  been  the 
authors  of  their  proeperity.  They  received  a 
Treasury  ML  and  overflowing,  giving  a  vigor 
and  a  spring  to  pnblio  credit  almost  unknown 
before^  and  to  the  reputation  of  the  country  a 
dignity  unsoDied ;  they  found  us  in  peace  and 
friendship  wi&  all  nations,  our  commerce  wM- 
teoing  every  sea,  and  rewarding  agriculture  for 
all  its  industry,  and  every  one  letting  in  peace 
nnder  his  own  vine  and  fig  tree.  Our  country 
presented  to  the  animated  philanthropist  one 
uninterTupted  display  of  liberty,  of  gaiety,  and 
of  fciieity.  Oh  I  hiq>py,  happy  period  of  our 
hi8tory-*neTer  never,  I  fear  to  return.  And, 
if  ever  truth  dropped  from  the  lips  of  man,  it 
was  when  the  nation  was  declared  to  be  in 
"the  fall  tide  of  successful  experiment."  Never 
were  the  destinies  of  a  nation  in  more  wonder- 
ibl  prosperity  committed  to  men.  That  pros- 
perity had  been  acquired  at  a  price  no  less  un- 
paralleled, at  the  expense  of  the  destruction  and 
diagrace  of  those  whose  wisdom  and  energy  had 
produced  it 

The  new  men,  sir,  were  not  required  to  bring 
order  out  of  confusion;  that  had  been  done 
already. 

Thej  were  not  called  upon  to  lay  the  deep 
and  strong  foundations  of  national  prosperity 
and  happmess;  that  had  been  done  already. 

They  were  not  enjoined  to  **  multiply"  the 
talents  committed  to  their  stewardship;  that 
was  unnecessary — ^they  were  merely  command- 
ed to  preserve  them  undiminished. 

They  were  not  required  to  create  a  paradise 
—but  to  keep  uninjured  that  which  was  com- 
imtted  to  their  guiudianBhip. 

They  promised,  indeed :  they  were  so  rash, 
in  the  fnlness  of  their  exultation,  as  to  promise 
to  do  more ;  but  folly  alone  could  believe  them ; 
and  for  breaking  this  promise  I  forgive  them, 
for  to  do  more  was  impossible.  And  if  they 
had  but  preserved  unimpaired,  if  they  had  not 
totaQy  destroyed  the  inestimable  treasures  in- 
trusted to  them,  I  would  have  endeavored  to 
overcome  my  resentment,  my  indignation,  and 
iDj  despair. 

In  performance  of  their  lofty  promises,  in  dis- 
regard of  sacred  duties,  what  have  they  done? 
In  what  condition  do  they  leave  the  country, 
which,  eight  years  since,  "in  the  ftill  tide  of 
rocoesafal  experiment,"  fell  into  their  hands? 
They  present  to  us,  sir,  tiie  gloomy  reverse  of 
all  it  was.  The  people  discontented  and  dis- 
treaged— all  becoming  daily  more  and  more  poor 
-«xoept)  indeed)  that  dass  of  rich  speculators, 


whose  wealth  and  whose  hearts  enabled  them 
to  prey  upon  the  wants  of  their  countrymen. 
The  despair  and  dismay  of  1786  are  returned  1 
The  prosperity  of  twenty  years  is  annihilated  at 
one  stroke  I  The  sources  of  revenue  are  dried 
up.  The  Treasury,  indeed,  may  be  now  ftdl — 
but  it  must  continually  diminish — and,  with- 
out its  usual  supply,  it  must  soon  be  empty. 
We  have  still  some  credit.  But  how  long,  sir, 
can  that  be  maintained,  when  it  is  known  that 
we  have  no  longer  the  means,  aUowing  us  to 
possess  the  disposition,  to  fulfil  our  pecuniary 
engagements  ?  When  you  cannot  collect  a  cent 
upon  imposts,  and  dare  not  lay  a  direct  tax, 
bow  far  you  will  be  able  to  obtain  money  on 
loan,  is^  to  say  the  least  of  it,  very  questionable. 
But,  I  will  hasten  to  finish  the  contrast  I  was 
about  to  make.  Oommerce,  sir,  has  pcoished, 
and  agriculture  lies  dead  at  her  side — for  these 
twin  sisters  must  flourish  or  die  together.  Ko 
nation  in  the  world  is  our  friend— our  paradise 
is  becoming  a  wilderness;  our  soil  is  stained 
with  the  blood  of  our  own  citizens ;  and  we 
look  around  us,  in  vain,  for  one  solitary  bene- 
fit to  compensate  us  for  all  the  dreadful  effects 
of  the  present  system. 

Perhaps,  sir,  I  may  be  answered :  "  Though 
all  you  have  said  be  true,  though  our  former 
prosperity  exists  no  longer,  it  is  ungenerous,  it 
is  unjust  to  impute  the  change  to  the  agency  of 
the  Administration.  What  has  happened  could 
not  be  prevented."  Though  such  a  rebuke 
were  reasonable,  I  will  still  insLst  that  the  Ad- 
nunistration, if  they  deserve  no  censure,  are 
certainly  entitled  to  no  praise,  and  can  ask  for 
no  confidence.  If  they  have  not  been  the  au- 
thors of  the  public  calamities,  they  have  not, 
like  their  predecessors,  distovered  the  ability  to 
prevent  them  from  coming  thick  upon  us.  If 
their  hearts  are  honest,  &eir  heads  have  not 
discovered  much  soundness.  Ko  set  of  men, 
however  ignorant,  however  stupid,  could  have 
placed  the  country  in  a  worse  or  a  more  de- 
plorable situation.  The  truth  is  plain  and  pal- 
pable. Judging  of  the  vrisdom  of  the  Admin- 
istration by  the  result  of  its  measures,  I  cannot 
sing  praises  to  them  for  their  skill  and  ingenui- 
ty in  diplomacy.  Ko,  sir;  I  delight  in  that 
mplomacy  which  makes  the  poor  rich ;  which 
makes  industry  prosperous;  wnich  spreads  con- 
tentment through  the  land,  and  happiness  among 
the  people.  I  delight  in  the  diplomacy,  whosp 
skill  and  wisdom  can  be  read  in  the  counte- 
nance of  my  countrymen,  and  makes  the  face  of 
my  country  the  evidence  of  its  prosperity.  I 
like  not,  I  abhor  that  diplomatic  skill  which  can 
be  found  only  in  a  book  I  which  has  produced 
nothing  but  calamity,  and  whose  praise  is  writ- 
ten in  the  blood  of  my  countrymen. 

But,  sir,  how  happens  it  that  we  still  remain 
under  the  distresses  occasioned  by  the  belliger- 
ents ?  Is  there,  indeed,  a  phyncal  impossibili- 
ty of  removing  them?  From  Great  Britain^ 
and  that,  too,  when  she  had  the  whole  conti- 
nent on  her  side,  we  could  once  obtain  justice^ 
not  only  for  the  past,  but  security  for  the  friture. 
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From  IVance,  too,  we  could  once  obtain  jnstioe, 
but  now  we  can  gain  jastioe  from  neither. 
What  change,  sir,  has  occorred  in  the  state  of 
things  to  produce  this  strange  impossibility? 
Oar  commerce  is  more  an  object  to  Great  Brit- 
ain now,  than  it  was  formerly — and  France  can 
oppose  to  ns  no  resistance  on  the  ocean.  And 
yet  no  remedy  can  be  found  for  our  calamities! 
Sir,  I  will  not  be  the  dupe  of  this  miserable 
aiiifice.  What  has  been  done  once  can  be  done 
again  by  employing  the  same  means. 

The  Administration  have  committed  greater 
errors.  They  have,  conducted  all  their  afSEtirs 
in  sudi  a  style  as  to  leave  Great  Britain  no 
room  to  doubt  that,  when  they  asked  for  peaoe^ 
they  wanted  it  not  To  this  cause  may  be 
traced  all  our  difficulties,  so  &r  as  they  proceed 
from  that  power.  As  it  regards  France,  I  fear 
that  they  have  not  acted  the  proper,  the  manly 
part.  In  short,  sir,  they  have  not  pursued  to- 
ward England  the  pohcy  which  saved  us  in 
1795,  nor  toward  France  the  policy  which  was 
successfully  opposed  to  French  rapacity  and 
French  obstinacy  in  *98. 

I  think  an  error  was  committed,  when,  affect- 
ing to  desire  an  amicable  arrangement  with 
Great  Britain,  instead  of  treating  with  her  as  a 
nation  not  to  be  intimidated,  much  less  bullied, 
the  non-importation  act  was  passed.  For,  sir, 
if  she  was  so  proud,  so  haughty,  so  imperious, 
as  some  gentlemen  delight  to  describe  her,  then 
to  bring  her  to  justice  by  assuming  an  attitude 
of  menace,  was  evidently  impossible.  When, 
therefore,  you  passed  the  non-importation  act 
under  a  pretence  that  it  would  be  a  successful 
auxiliary  to  friendly  negotiation,  what  could 
you  expect  but  to  alarm  the  pride,  and  the 
haughtiness,  and  imperiousness  of  that  nation  f 
And,  doing  that,  how  could  you  expect  an 
amicable  result?  No,  sir,  it  was  not,  and  it 
could  not  be  expected.  You  obtidned  a  treaty 
indeed— -but  it  was  from  a  Fox  Ministry.  Yet 
such  as  it  was,  it  was  not  so  good  as  a  Jay's 
Treaty,  and  the  Executive  rejected  it  without 
80  much  as  laying  it  before  the  Senate. 

In  support  of  the  embargo  system,  gentle- 
men say,  if  we  suffer  our  commerce  to  go  on 
the  ocean,  or  wherever  it  goes,  it  will  be  crip- 
pled either  by  France  or  Great  Britain.  Al- 
though this  is  not  true  in  the  extent  laid  down, 
yet  it  will  hold  tolerably  true  as  respects  the 
JEuropean  seas.  From  what  gentlemen  are 
pleased  to  represent  as  the  impossibility  of  sail- 
ing the  ocean  with  safety,  result  (say  they)  the 
propriety  and  necessity  of  the  embargo  system. 
And  they  say,  it  is  not  the  embargo,  but  the  de- 
crees and  orders  which  are  the  true  cause  of  all 
we  suffer;  that  the  embargo,  so  far  from  being 
the  cause  of,  was  advised  as  a  remedy  for  the 
evils  we  endure.  Well,  sir,  for  the  sake  of 
the  argument,  be  it  as  they  say.  Has  the  em- 
bargo answered?  Is  there  any  probability, 
the  slightest  indication,  that  it  will  answer? 
Has  it  operated,  to  any  perceptible  extent,  ex- 
cept upon  ourselves,  daring  the  twelvemonth  it 
has  been  in  existence?    I^  then,  neither  the 


remembrance  of  the  past,  nor  the  proq>eGt  of 
the  future,  gives  the  least  encouragement  to 
hope,  why  will  gentlemen  persist  in  the  system  ? 
And  that  too,  sir,  at  an  expense  to  their  own 
country  so  enormous  in  amount?  Will  they  go 
on  obstinately  amid  all  the  discontents,  or 
clamors  (as  gentiemen  in  very  anti-republican 
language  call  the  voice  of  the  people)  in  the 
Eaj^m  and  Northern  States?  And  that  fit>m 
mere  obstinacy — an  obstinacy  not  encouraged  by 
the  least  gliinmering  of  hope  ?  If  I  co^d  be 
pointed  to  a  single  fact,  produced  by  the  opera- 
tion of  the  embargo,  which  would  prove  that  it 
had  any  other  effect  on  the  dispodtion  of  Great 
Britain  than  to  irritate — or  any  other  on  Franoe 
than  to  please,  than  to  encourage  her  to  a  per- 
severance in  that  system  of  injustice  which  we 
pretend  to  oppose,  but  to  the  policy  of  which  we 
give  all  our  support  with  an  infJBituated  wiUhl- 
nesB,  and  which,  therefore,  increases  the  hoetili- 
ty  Great  Britain  has  felt  from  the  measure— if 
utey  could  show  me,  sir,  that  the  embargo  wiH 
bring  either  to  terms,  I  would  abandon  the  op- 
position at  once,  and  come  heart  and  hand  into 
the  support  of  your  measures.  The  other  day, 
the  gentleman  frx>m  South  Oarolina  (Mr.  Wil- 
liams) almost  persuaded  me  that  it  ought  to 
operate  upon  Great  Britain;  but  I lookea and  I 
found  it  did  not,  and  I  was  convinced  it  would  not 
Bi\t,  have  gentlemen  reflected  that,  if  all  the 
evils  were  toiwn  from  Pandora's  box,  to  vex 
Great  Britain,  you  could  have  hit  on  none  so 
well  calculated  to  call  out  all  her  resistanoe,  and 
all  her  obstinacy,  as  this  same  expedient^  the 
embargo  1  If  she  yields  to  us,  under  the  pres- 
sure of  such  a  system,  she  discloses  to  us  the 
secret  of  her  independence  I  Sir,  the  embargo 
is  war;  it  was  intended  as  such  against  Gr^ 
Britain.  And  she  understands  its  meaning  and 
its  character  too  well  for  us  to  disguise  it,  under 
a  pretence  of  its  being  a  mere  precautionary 
municipal  measure.  Its  efficacy  as  a  coercive 
measure  has  been  too  often  and  too  loudly 
boasted  of  in  this  House,  to  make  its  real  object 
a  secret  to  her.  Nay,  in  so  far  as  the  great 
and  prominent  feature  of  war  is  ooerdon ;  in 
so  far  as  war  is  always  intended  to  make  the 
adversary  yield  that  which  he  will  not  yield 
volxmtarily ;  in  so  &r,  are  the  embargo  and  the 
non-importation  act  wab.  Each  was  intended 
to  coerce  Great  Britain  to  yield  to  us  points 
which  it  had  been  ascertained  she  would  not 
yield  voluntarily.  It  was  a  system  of  coerdan, 
a  new-fi&ngled  sort  of  philosophical  experiment- 
al war ;  novel,  to  be  sure,  in  its  character,  but, 
to  all  substantial  purposes,  war.  Instead  of 
bloodshed,  there  was  to  be  ink  shed — instead 
of  bayonets,  pens— instead  of  the  bloody  arena, 
huge  sheets  of  paper  I  Whenever  Great  Britain 
shall  }ield  to  the  coercion  of  the  non-impcHta- 
tion,  embargo,  or  non-intercourse  system,  die 
virtually  tells  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
**  we  are  in  your  power  whenever  you  choose 
to  make  a  claim  upon  us,  whether  just  or  unjust ; 
threaten  us  with  an  embargo  and  a  non-inter- 
course, and  you  bring  us  to  your  feet.^'    Does 
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any  gentlemen  betieve,  even  allowing  the  pres- 
anre  of  the  embai^go  to  be  great  upon  her,  that 
she  can  yield,  that  she  can  afford  to  yield? 
That  she  can  admit  that  we  have  her  always 
perfectly  in  onr  power!  Sooner  would  she 
give  np  in  battle— eooner  would  she  see 
her  soldiers  retreating  before  onr  bayonets; 
sooner  woold  she  see  her  armies  pensh  nnder 
onr  Talor,  than  acklowledge  herself  the  slave 
of  this  magic  wand.  Her  children  might  grow 
to  be  men,  and  she  might  try  the  fortune  of 
another  day ;  the  hair  of  Samson  mi^t  grow 
on  again,  and  his  strength  be  renewed ;  but  in 
yielding  to  the  chance  of  the  embargo,  she  places 
her  existence  in  our  hands,  and  becomes  de- 
pendent upon  onr  will  for  the  existence  of 
her  Bover^gnty.  Sir,  the  King  of  England  can- 
not, he  dare  not,  yield  to  our  embargo. 

But,  sir,  he  has  not  told  us  that  he  considers 
our  embaigo  hostile  to  him ;  nor  has  onr  Gov- 
ernment ever  told  him  that  it  was ;  such  a  dec- 
laradon  has  never  been  put  to  paper.  No,  sir ; 
when  you  look  into  tiie  correspondence,  it 
would  seem  that  the  ^nbargo  was  never  intend- 
ed as  a  coercive  measure,  nor  even  understood 
so  by  Great  Britain.  Every  thing  on  both  sides 
is  c(»oeived  in  a  sincere  spirit  of  "  friendship." 
Onr  non-importation  act,  our  proclamation,  our 
embargo,  are  all  acts  of  iHendahip  and  kind- 
seas  toward  Great  Britain,  for  aught  we  find 
there.  And  Great  Britain  issues  hei*  Orders  in 
Coondl  in  a  reciprocating  spirit  of  amity  toward 
na.  She  is  not  offended  with  our  non-importa- 
tion act,  nor  our  embargo.  Net  at  alL  Her 
orders  are  not  intended  to  harm  us.  She  means 
nothing  in  the  world,  but  simply  to  retaliate 
upon  France — and  she  is  sorry  that  almost  the 
whole  force  of  the  blow  fj&lls  upon  us,  but  it  is 
unavoidable.  She,  by  the  laws  of  nations,  has 
as  perfect  a  right  to  retaliate  npon  France  as 
we  have  to  make  our  innocent  municipal  regu- 
lations—and she  is  full  as  sorry  that  her  retfdia- 
tion  system  should  wound  ua^  as  we  are  that 
our  mmudpal  regulations  should  inconunode 
her.  Sir,  this  diplomatic  hypocrisy  (begun, 
I  acknowledge,  by  us)  is  intolerable.  Sir,  there 
is  not  one  word  of  truth  in  the  whole  of  it, 
from  beginning  to  end.  The  jdain  state  of  the 
case  isUiis:  Anterior  to  the  non-importation 
act,  the  British  Treaty  had  expured— there  were 
points  of  dispute,  piuticularly  concerning  the 
impressment  of  seamen,  which  could  not  be 
adjusted  to  the  satisfaction  of  our  Government. 
In  this  state  of  things,  either  we  ought  to  have 
gone  to  war,  or  we  ought  not.  If  we  had  in- 
tended to  do  so,  stronger  measures  should  have 
been  resorted  to  than  a  non-importation  act 
If  we  had  not  intended  to  do  so,  the  act  should 
never  have  been  passed.  Those  who  passed 
it  could  have  but  one  of  two  objects  in  view ; 
either  to  coeroe  Great  Britiun  to  the  terms  we 
demanded — or,  by  vexing  and  irritating  her, 
to  raise  up  in  due  time  an  unnecessary  fictitious 
quarrel,  which  (as  this  country  is  known  to  be 
extremely  sensitive  of  British  aggression)  misht 
ultimately  end  in  a  real  old-fioshioned  war.    No 


men  could  have  been  so  weak  as  to  calculate 
upon  the  first  result.  '  As  to  the  other,  the 
wisdom  of  the  calculation  is  pretty  strongly 
proved  by  the  situation  in  which  we  now  find 
ourselves.  Sir,  this  is  the  whole  mystery — and 
it  must  be  explored — ^it  must  be  exposed.  We 
must  understand  the  real  character  of  our  con- 
troversy with  Great  Britain — ^the  real  character, 
intent,  and  aim,  of  the  different  measures 
adopted  by  us  and  by  her,  before  we  can  hope 
to  heal  the  wounds  our  peace  has  received,  or 
to  restore  the  prosperity  we  have  been  unne- 
cessarily made  to  abandon.  I  know,  sir,  how 
difficult  it  is  to  overcome  matured  opinions  or 
inveterate  prejudices ;  and  I  know,  t(x>,  that,  at 
this  time,  the  individual  who  shall  venture  to 
lay  open  **  the  bare  and  rotten  policy  "  of  the 
time,  makes  himself  the  butt  of  party  rancor, 
and  strips  himself  to  the  unsparing  *^  lacerations 
of  the  Dress."  But  these  are  considerations 
too  feeble  to  deter  me  from  my  duty. 

[Mr.  G.  appearing  much  exhausted,  and  Mr. 
QiTiNOT  having  intimated  to  the  House  that 
Mr.  G.  suffered  under  a  pain  in  the  side,  moved 
for  an  adhoumment.  The  Spbakeb  inquired 
whether  Mr.  G.  yielded  the  fioor  ?  Mr.  G.  re- 
plied, he  had  himself  little  inclination  to  con- 
tinue his  remarks,  but  the  House  appeared  so 
eager  to  hear  hixn,  (a  laugh,)  he  haitUy  knew 
what  answer  to  niake.  However,  he  said,  he 
would  give  the  floor.  The  House  then  a^oumed.] 

The  object^  sir,  of  our  present  deliberations  is, 
or  ought  to  be,  to  relieve  our  Country  from  the 
distresses  under  which  it  groans;  to  do  this, 
we  should  be  prepared  to  legislate  with  a  single 
eye  to  the  wel&re  and  happiness  of  the  nation. 
It  is  of  the  first  necessity  that  we  should  delib- 
erate with  calnmeas,  if  we  mean  to  apply  an 
effectual  remedy  to  the  diseases  of  the  State, 
In  the  remarks  which  I  had  the  honor  to  make 
yesterday,  I  was  constrained  to  draw  a  contrast 
between  the  measures  and  prosperity  of  former 
times  and  those  of  the  present  times.  Under 
circumstances  of  the  same  character,  we  were 
formerly  able  to  overcome  our  nojysfortuneB. 
Now  we  are  not.  And  I  did  this  for  the  pur- 
pose of  impressing  upon  the  House  an  opinion, 
that  if  the  Administration  had  practised  upon 
the  principles  of  their  predecessors^  all  had  been 
well ;  or,  that  if  retracing  their  steps,  or  relin- 
quishing the  path  of  error  and  misfortune,  they 
would  still  be  the  learners  of  wisdom  and  expe- 
rience, it  would  not  even  now  be  too  late  to  re- 
trieve the  affairs  of  the  country.  If  I  know  my 
own  heart,  I  did  not  make  the  comparison  from 
any  invidious  purposes;  but  merely  to  turn  the 
minds  of  gentlemen  back  to  former  times;  that 
they  might  reflect  upon  the  perils  and  calamities 
of  those  times,  and  the  means  by  which  an  end 
was  put  to  them ;  but  in  doing  this^  I  could  not 
avoid  paying  the  tribute  of  deserved  praise  and 
of  sincere  gratitude  to  the  men  under  whose 
agency  we  prospered  abundantly.  In  contrast- 
ing the  conduct  of  the  present  with  that  of  the 
former  Administration,  I  meant  to  subserve  no 
purposes  of  party.    Nay,  sir,  I  could  have  much 
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desired  to  have  been  spared  the  necessity  of 
presenting  that  contrast  before  the  nation.  I 
could  have  wished  to  have  avoided  these  refer- 
ences, lest  I  might  ezdte  party  feeling  in  others ; 
lest  I  might  appear  to  be  governed  by  them 
myself.  But  truth  could  not  be  attained  by 
any  other  course,  and  I  have  been  compelled  to 
take  it. 

The  first  resolution,  contained  in  the  follow- 
ing words,  was  divided,  so  as  to  take  the  ques- 
tion first  on  the  part  in  italic : 

''  Resolved,  That  the  UwUd  States  cannot,  without  a 
tacrvfioe  of  their  rights,  honor,  oful  independenee,  submit 
to  the  kite  edicts  of  Great  Britain-^fvii  France." 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first 
clause  of  this  resolution,  and  carried — ^yeas  186, 
nays  2. 

The  question  being  about  to  be  put  on  the 
remaining  part  of  the  resolution,  viz :  on  the 
words  "  and  France  " — 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  second 
member  of  the  first  resolution ;  and  the  same 
being  taken,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative 
— ^yeas  118,  nays  2. 

The  main  question  was  then  taken  that  the 
House  do  agree  to  the  said  first  resolution  as  re- 
ported to  l£e  Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

**  Resolved,  That  the  United  States  cannot,  withoat 
a  sacrifice  of  their  rights,  honor,  and  independence, 
mibmit  to  the  edicts  of  Great  Britain  and  France : " 

And  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  118, 
nays,  2. 

Si^TTTBDAT,  December  17. 
A  diviidon  of  the  question  on  the  resolution 
depending  before  the  House  was  then  called  for 
by  Mr.  David  B.  Williams  :  Whereupon,  so 
much  of  the  said  resolution  was  read,  as  is 
contuned  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

**  JUsoived,  That  it  is  expedient  to  prohibit,  by  law, 
the  admission  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States  of 
an  pablic  or  private  armed  or  unarmed  ships  or  ves- 
sels belonging  to  Great  Britain  or  France,  or  to  any 
other  of  the  belligerent  powers  having  in  force  orders 
or  decrees  violatmg  the  lawful  commeroe  and  nentral 
rights  of  the  United  States. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  first  mem- 
ber of  the  original  resolution,  as  proposed  to  be 
divided  on  a  motion  of  Mr.  D.  B.  Williams, 
imd  hereinbefore  recited,  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion on  the  first  said  member  of  the  resolution 
was  called  for  by  Mr.  Gabdenibb,  from  ^e  com- 
mencement of  the  same  to  the  words  '^  Great 
Britain,"  as  contained  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit : 

**nesolvfid,  That  it  is  expedient  to  prohibit,  by  law, 
the  admission  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States  of 
all  public  or  private  armed  or  unarmed  ships  or  ves- 
sels belonging  to  Great  Britain." 

The  question  being  taken  that  the  House  do 
agree  to  the  same,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirma- 
tive—yeas 92,  nays  29. 

A  fiu*ther  division  of  the  question  was  moved 


by  Mr.  Elliot,  on  the  said  first  member  of  the 
resolution,  on  the  words  "  or  France,"  imme- 
diately following  the  words  '*  Great  Britwn," 
hereinbefore  recited :  And  the  question  being 
put  thereupon,  it  was  resolved  in  the  afi&miar 
tive— yeas  97,  nays  24 

Ana  on  the  question  that  the  House  do  agree 
to  the  second  member  of  the  said  second  reso- 
lution, contained  in  the  words  following,  to 
wit ; 

**  Or  to  any  other  of  the  belligerent  powers  having 
in  force  orders  or  decrees  violating  the  lawful  oom- 
merce  and  neutral  rights  of  the  United  States :" 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeafl  96^ 
nays  26. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  residiie  of 
the  said  resolution  contfdned  in  the  following 
words: 

**  And,  also,  the  importation  of  any  gooda,  waxes, 
or  merchandise,  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufac- 
ture, of  the  dominions  of  any  of  the  said  powien,  or 
imported  firom  any  place  in  tiie  possessioa  of  eidiec:** 

The  question  was  taken,  and  resolved  in  the 
affirmative — ^yeas  82,  nays  86. 

The  main  question  was  then  taken  that  the 
House  do  agree  to  the  said  second  resolution,  as 
reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  and  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  84^ 
nays  30,  as  follows: 

Yeas.— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  WiQia  Alston,  jon^  £»- 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Bnrwell 
Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  John 
Blake,  jun.;  Thomas  Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  John 
Boyle,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  BurweU,  WiBIam 
Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  George  W.  Campbell,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  Joseph  Clopton,  Bichaid  Cotts,  John 
Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Daniel  BL  DureU,  J<^  W. 
Eppes,  William  Findlay,  Jas.  Fiak,  Meshaek  Fimok- 
lin,  Francis  Gardner,  Thomas  Gholson,  jun.,  Peter- 
son Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Greeii,  John 
Heister,  William  Helms,  James  Holland,  Darid 
Holmes,  Benjamin  Howard,  Beuben  Humplm^ 
Daniel  Haley,  John  G.  Jackson,  Richard  M.  JohDsoii, 
Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  William  Eirkpataok, 
John  Lambert,  John  Love,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert 
Marion,  William  McCreexy,  John  Monfgomezy, 
Nicholas  R  Moore,  Thoa  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
John  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Thos.  Newbold,  Thomas 
Newton,  Wilson  C.  Nicholas,  John  Porter,  «lohn 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob 
Richards,  Matthias  Richards,  Bexgamm  Say,  Ebene- 
cer  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smcdt,  John  SmlHe, 
Jedediah  K  Smith,  John  Smith,  Hemy  SootiiaHy 
Richard  Stanford,  Clement  Storer,  John  Taylor, 
Oeoxge  M  Troup,  James  L  Van  Allen,  Archibald 
Van  Home,  Daniel  C.  Verplandc,  Jesse  WhartouL 
Robert  Whitehill,  Isaac  Wilbour,  David  R.  Williams, 
Alexander  Wilson,  and  Richard  Wynn. 

Nays. — ^Evan  Alexander,  John  Campbell,  Ep^ih- 
roditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Culpep- 
er,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  Jaa. 
Elliot,  William  Ely,  Barent  Gaidenier,  John  Harris, 
Richard  Jackson,  Robert  Jenkins,  James  KeQy, 
Philip  B.  Key,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Josiah  Masters,  William  MOnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moaely, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Josiah  Quiocy,  John  Rusaeil, 
Jamos  Sloan,  L.  K  Stnigea,  Samuel  Taggait,  Ban- 
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jamm  TaUmadge^  Jabes  Uphan^  Philip  Van  Cort- 
laodty  and  Killian  K.  Van  Benatelaer. 

And  on  the  question  that  the  House  do  con- 
cur with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their 
agreement  to  the  third  resolution,  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit: 

Betolvedf  That  measons  ought  to  be  immediately 
taken  for  plaiong  the  oonntryin  a  more  complete 
state  of  defence: 

It  was  nnanimously  resolved  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Geoboe  W.  Caiopbell, 
Ordered^  That  the  second  resolution  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  appointed-on  so  mudh 
of  the  KesBBge  from  the  F^ident  of  the  United 
States^  at  t^  commencement  of  the  present 
session,  as  respects  our  relations  with  foreign 
poweiB,  wiUi  leave  to  report  thereon  by  way  of 
bin  or  bills. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Geobob  W.  Campbell, 
Ordered,  That  the  Ihird  resolution  be  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed,  on  the  8th  ultimo, 
on  BO  much  of  the  said  Message  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  Mili- 
tary and  Naval  Establishments,  with  leave  to 
report  thereon  by  hill,  or  bills. 


MosTDAT,  Decemher  19. 
Miranda's  Expeditum. 

Mr.  Love  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  subject  of 
&e  thirtyHsix  persons  confined  in  Carthagena, 
South  America.  The  following  is  the  resolu- 
tion reported  by  the  committee : 

Raohed^  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
htrejuated  to  adopt  the  most  immediate  and  ejfftoaciout 
meam  inkts power  to  obtain  fxx)m  the  Viceroy  of  Gre- 
nada, in  Soath  America,  or  other  proper  anthority, 
the  liberatian  of  thirty-six  American  citLzens^  con- 
demned on  a  chai*g^  of  piracy,  and  now  held  in  sla- 
vtrj  in  tfie  vanlts  of  St.  Clara,  in  Carthagena,  and 

that  the  sum  of dollars  be  appropriate  to  that 

pnpoee. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  moved  to  postpone  the 
consideration  of  the  subject  indefinitely.  Kega- 
tived-^O  to  36. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  subject — 89  to  88. 

Mr.  LoTB  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
striking  out  the  words  in  italics,  and  inserting 
*^  authorized  to  request." — Carried,  ayes  54. 

Those  gentlemen  who  supported  this  resolu- 
tion in  the  debate  were  Messrs.  Love,  Ltoh, 
Bacoh,  Nelsoit,  Sloan,  and  Wilboub.  Those 
who  opposed  it  were  Messrs.  D.  R.  Whjjams, 
Tatlob,  Smilie,  Macon,  and  Socthabd. 

The  ^ntlemen  who  opposed  the  resolution, 
among  other  objections,  contended  that  an 
agreement  to  the  resolution  would  but  involve 
the  Government  in  difficulty  without  answering 
any  good  purpose;  that  it  would  in  fact  be 
aiding  the  attempt  of  a  certain  party  to  prove 
timtuie  General  Government  had  some  con- 
Dectaon  with  this  expedition  originally,  which  it 


certainly  had  not;  that  the  facts  set  forth  in  the 
petition  were  wholly  unsupported  by  evidence ; 
that  these  persons  had  engaged  themselves  in  a 
foreign  service;  that  they  had  become  weary 
of  the  privileges  of  freemen,  and  had  entered 
into  a  hostile  expedition  against  a  foreign  coun- 
try, and,  in  so  doing,  had  been  taken,  condemn- 
ed for  piracy,  and  inmiured  as  a  punishment  for 
that  offttice;  that  the  British  Government, 
having  been  at  the  bottom  of  this  business,  was 
the  proper  power  to  release  these  persons,  and 
indeed  had  applied  to  the  Spanish  conmiander 
for  tiie  purpose;  that  even  were  the  United 
States  bound  by  the  laws  of  justice  or  humanity 
to  intercede  for  Ihese  persons,  they  knew  not  to 
whom  to  male  application,  and  would  probably 
meet  with  a  refusal,  perhaps  a  rude  one,  if  any 
jud^ent  could  be  formed  from  the  present 
situation  of  our  affairs  with  Spain ;  that  if 
gentlemen  wished  for  objects  on  which  to  ex- 
ercise their  humanity,  they  might  find  them  in 
the  lacerated  backs  of  our  impressed  seamen, 
without  extending  it  to  criminals.  Ii^  reply  to 
an  observation  of  Mr.  Lton,  that  if  we  did  not 
get  these  men  Great  Britain  would  do  so,  and 
employ  them  to  extend  her  naval  force,  Mr. 
Macon  replied,  if  she  did^  she  was  welcome  to 
keep  them;  but  she  was  m  the  habit  of  supply- 
ing her  navy  with  seamen  from  our  vessels, 
without  the  trouble  which  the  acquisition  of 
these  men  might  occasion  her. 

In  reply  to  these  objections,  and  in  support 
of  the  resolution,  the  humanity  of  the  House 
was  strongly  appealed  to.  It  was  urged  that  the 
(rovemment  could  in  nowise  be  involved  by 
an  appeal  to  the  generosity  of  the  x>rovincial 
government ;  that  these  men  had  not  wilfully 
committed  piracy,  but  had  been  deluded  under 
various  pretences  to  Ipin  the  expedition ;  that 
they  had  joined  it  under  a  belief  that  they  were 
entering  into  the  service  of  the  United  States ; 
that,  even  admitting  them  to  have  been  indis- 
creetly led  to  join  the  enterprise,  knowing  it  to  be 
destined  for  a  foreign  service,  yet,  that  they  had 
been  sufficiently  punished  by  the  penalty  they 
had  already  undergone ;  ^at  it  was  wholly  imma- 
terial what  inference  any  persons  might  draw 
from  the  conduct  of  the  United  States  in  this 
respect,  as  to  their  concern  with  the  original 
expedition;  that  such  considerations  should 
have  no  weight  with  the  House ;  that  if  these 
poor  fellows  were  guilty,  they  had  repented  of 
it ;  and  Mr.  Nbuson  quoted  on  this  point  the 
Scriptures,  to  show  that  there  should  be  more 
joy  over  one  sinner  that  repenteth,  than  over 
ninety  and  nine  who  have  no  need  of  repent- 
ance. In  reply  to  an  intimation  that  it  was 
not  even  ascertained  that  they  were  American 
citizens,  Mr.  Baoon  observed  that  one  of  them 
had  been  bom  in  the  same  town  in  which  he 
was,  and  was  of  a  reputable  family. 

The  resolution  was  negatived  by  the  commit- 
tee—49  to  31. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  resolu- 
tion, which  report  the  House  agreed  now  to 
consider— ayes  57. 
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The  question  of  concurrence  with  the  com- 
mittee in  their  disagreement  to  the  resolution, 
was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  50  to  34 

On  motion,  the  House  acyonrned* 


TuESDi^T,  December  20. 
A  new  member,  to  wit,  Joseph  Stokt,  re- 
turned to  serve  in  this  House,  as  a  member  for 
the  State  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  room  of  Jacob 
Crowninshield,  deceased,  appeared,  produced 
his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat 
in  the  House. 


"Wbdnebdat,  December  21. 
Ga^ptain  Pikers  Expedition. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Montoomeby,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  biU  making  compensation  to  Z.  M.  Pike 
and  his  companions. 

[The  first  section  of  this  bill  grants  to  Captain 
Pike  and  his  companions  a  certain  quantity  of 
land.  The  second  section  allows  them  double 
pay  during  the  time  they  were  engaged  in  ex- 
ploring the  western  country.] 

Mi*.  Stanfobd  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill;  which  was  negatived— ^8 
to  88. 

The  second  section  was  stricken  out-^2  to 
85. 

A  considerable  debate  took  place  on  this  bill, 
in  which  Messrs.  Mont€K>meby,  Inos  and  Al- 
EXAKDEB  supported  the  bill,  and  Messrs.  Ma- 
con, DuBELL,  Stanfobd  and  Tallhadge  op- 
posed it 

The  bill  being  gone  through,  was  reported  to 
the  House. 


Satubday,  December  81. 
Division  of  the  Indiana  Territory, 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  thirteenth  instant,  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pedieiicy  of  dividing  the  Indiana  Territory, 
made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next    The  report  is  as  follows : 

That,  by  the  fifth  article  of  the  ordinance  of  Cod- 
gress  fx  the  govemmeDt  of  the  Territoiy  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  it  is  stipulated 
that  there  shall  be  formed  in  the  aaid  Territoiy  no 
less  than  three,  nor  more  than  five  States ;  and  the 
bonndaries  of  die  States,  as  soon  as  Virginia  shall  al- 
ter her  act  of  cession,  and  consent  to  the  same,  shall 
become  fixed  and  established,  as  follows  : 

The  Western  State  shall  be  bounded  by  the  Mi». 
nssii^i,  the  Ohio,  and  Wabash  rivers ;  a  direct  line 
drawn  from  the  Wabash  and  Post  Yincennes,  due 
north,  to  the  Territorial  line  between  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  and  by  the  said  Territorial  line 
to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  and  Mississippi. 

The  middle  State  shall  be  bounded  by  the  siud 
direct  line,  the  Wabash,  from  Post  Vlncennes.  to  ihe 
Ohio ;  by  the  Ohio,  by  a'direct  line  drawn  due  north 
finom  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Miami,  to  the  said  Ter- 
ritorial line,  and  by  the  said  Territorial  line. 


The  Eastern  State  shall  be  bounded  by  the  last- 
mentioned  direct  line,  the  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  said  Territorial  line :  Provided^  however,  and  it  is 
further  understood  and  declared,  that  the  boundaries 
of  these  three  States  shall  be  subject  so  &r  to  be  al- 
tered, that  if  Congress  shall  hereafter  find  it  expedi- 
ent, ihey  shall  have  authority  to  form  one  or  two 
States  in  that  part  of  the  said  Territory  which  lies 
north  of  an  east  and  west  line  drawn  tiirougfa  the 
southerly  bend  or  extreme  of  Lake  Michigan.  And 
whenever  any  of  the  said  States  shall  have  sixty 
thousand  free  inhabitants  therein,  such  State  shall  be 
admitted  by  its  delegates  into  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
S|ates,  in  all  respects  whatever,  and  shall  be  at  fibertjr 
to  form  a  permanent  constitution  and  State  Govern- 
ment :  Provided^  the  constitution  and  government  eo 
to  be  formed  shall  be  republican,  and  in  conformity 
to  the  principles  contained  in  these  articles ;  and,  so 
far  as  it  can  be  consistent  with  the  general  interest 
of  the  Confederacy,  such  admission  i£all  be  allowed 
at  an  earlier  period,  and  when  there  shall  be  a  less 
number  of  firee  inhabitants  in  the  State  than  sixtj 
thousand. 

By  the  aforesaid  article,  it  appears  to  your  com- 
mittee that  the  line  fixed  as  the  boundary  of  the  States 
to  be  formed  in  the  Indiana  Territory  is  unalterable, 
unless  by  common  consent ;  that  the  line  of  demar- 
cation, which  the  Wabash  afibrds  between  the  east- 
em  and  western  portion  of  said  Territory,  added  to 
the  wide  extent  of  wilderness  country  which  separates 
the  population  in  each,  constitute  reasons  in  favor  of 
a  division,  founded  on  the  sotmdest  policy,  and  con- 
formable with  the  natural  sitnation  <^  the  country. 
The  vast  distance  fipom  the  settlements  of  the  Wabash 
to  the  present  seat  of  Territorial  government,  renders 
the  administration  of  justice  burdensome  and  expen- 
sive to  them  in  the  highest  degree.  The  superior 
courts  of  the  Territorv  are,  by  law,  established  at 
Yincennes ;  at  which  place  suitors,  residing  in  every 
part  of  the  Territory,  are  compelled  to  attend  with 
their  witnesses,  which,  to  those  who  reside  west  of 
the  Wabash,  amounts  almost  to  a  total  denial  of  jus- 
tice. The  great  difficulty  of  travelling  through  an 
extenave  and  loathsome  wilderness,  the  want  of  fix)d 
and  other  necessary  accommodations  on  the  road, 
often  presents  an  insurmountable  barrier  to  the  at- 
tendance of  witnesses ;  and,  even  when  their  attend- 
ance is  obtained,  the  accumulated  expense  of  prose- 
cuting suits  where  the  evidence  is  at  so  remote  a 
distance,  is  a  cause  of  much  embarrassment  to  a  due 
and  impartial  distribution  of  justice,  and  a  proper  ex- 
ecution of  the  laws  for  the  redress  of  private  wrongs. 

In  addition  to  the  above  considerations,  your  com- 
mittee conceive  that  the  scattered  situation  of  the 
settlements  over  this  extensive  Territoiy  cannot  fail 
to  enervate  the  powers  of  the  Executive,  and  render 
it  almost  impossible  to  keep  that  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  order. 

It  further  appears  to  jour  committee,  that  a  divi- 
sion of  the  said  Territory  will  become  a  matter  of 
right  under  the  aforesaid  article  of  the  ordinance, 
whenever  the  General  Government  diall  establish 
therein  a  State  Government ;  and  the  numerous  in- 
conveniences which  would  be  removed  by  an  imme- 
diate separation,  would  have  a  direct  tendency  to  en- 
courage and  accelerate  migration  to  each  district,  and 
thereby  give  additional  strength  and  security  to  those 
outposts  of  the  United  States,  exposed  to  the  inroads 
of  a  savage  neighbor,  on  whose  friendly  dispositions 
no  permanent  reliance  can  be  placed. 
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Toot  committee  have  no  certun  data  on  wliich  to 
aioertftin  the  nnml>er  of  inliabitants  in  each  isection 
of  the  Temtoiy ;  but,  from  the  most  aocnrate  infor- 
matimi  they  are  enabled  to  collect,  it  appears  that 
west  of  the  Wabash  there  are  about  the  number  of 
eleren  thousand,  and  east  of  said  river  abont  the 
onmber  of  seventeen  thonsand,  and  that  the  popnla- 
tion  of  each  section  is  in  a  state  of  rapid  increase. 

Yonr  committee,  after  maturely  considering  this 
nbject,  are  of  opinion  that  there  exists  but  one  ob- 
jection to  the  establishment  of  a  separate  Territorial 
Government  west  of  the  river  Wabash,  and  that  ob- 
jectioB  is  based  on  the  additional  expense  which 
would,  in  consequence  thereof,  be  incurred  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.  But,  it  is  also 
worthy  of  observatioD,  that  the  increased  value  of 
the  public  lands  in  each  district,  arising  from  the 
public  institutions  which  would  be  permanently  fixed 
in  each,  to  comport  with  the  convenience  of  the  in- 
habitants, and  the  augmentation  of  emigrants,  all  of 
whom  must  become  immediate  purchasers  of  these 
land^  would  far  exceed  the  amount  of  expenditure 
prodoced  by  the  contemplated  temporary  govem- 


And  yoor  committee,  being  convinced  that  it  is 
the  wish  of  a  largo  majori^  of  the  citizens  of  the 
said  TertifeQiy  that  a  separation  thereof  should  take 
place,  deem  it  always  just  and  wise  policy  to  grant 
to  every  portion  of  the  people  of  the  Union  that  form 
of  government  which  is  the  object  of  their  wishes, 
when  not  incompatible  with  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States^  nor  subversive  of  their  aUe^ance  to 
thenataoaal  sovereignty. 

Yoor  committee,  therefore,  respectfully  submit  the 
following  resolnti(m : 

Refdved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  divide  the  Indi- 
aaa  Territory,  and  to  establish  a  separate  Territorial 
Government  west  of  the  river  Wabash,  agreeably  to 
the  ordinance  for  the  government  of  the  Territory  of 
the  United  States  norfihwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  pass- 
ed on  the  13ttL  day  of  July,  1787. 

Mr.  Thohas,  from  the  same  committee,  pre- 
sented a  bill  for  dividing  the  Indiana  Territory 
into  two  separate  governments ;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Wtnn,  that  when 
this  Hoose  adjourns,  it  wUl  adyonrn  until  Tues- 
day morning,  eleven  o'clock :  And  the  question 
being  taken  thereupon,  it  was  resolved  in  the 
affirmative — ^yeas  60,  nays  45. 


MoHDAT,  January  9, 1809. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  John  Rowan,  from 
Kentucky,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
House. 

Ifaval  EBtabluhment. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
sent  firom  the  House  for  employing  an  additional 
Domber  of  seamen  and  marines,  were  taken  up. 
[The  amendmentB  propose  the  immediate  arm- 
ing, manning,  Asc,  all  the  armed  vessels  of  the 
United  States.] 

Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell  expressed  a  hope  that 

the  House  would  disagree  to  the  amendments. 

The  President  was  already  authorized  by  law 

to  fit  out  theee  vessels,  whenever,  in  his  opmion, 

You  IV.— 7 


[H.  OF  R. 

the  public  service  should  require  it ;  and  the 
expense  which  would  attend  them  was  a  suffi- 
cient argument  against  it,  if  no  urgent  occasion 
existed  for  their  service,  which  he  believed  did 
not. 

Mr.  Stobt  entertained  a  very  different  opin* 
ion  from  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee. 
In  case  of  war  there  must  be  some  ships  of  war 
of  one  kind  or  other;  and  it  would  tsJce  six 
months  at  least  to  prepare  all  our  ships  for  ser- 
vice. At  present  they  were  rotting  in  the 
docks.  If  it  were  never  intended  to  use  them, 
it  would  be  better  to  bum  them  at  once  than 
to  suffer  them  to  remain  in  tiieir  present  situa- 
tion. He  believed  if  out  at  sea  they  might  be 
useful  and  would  be  well  employed.  Why 
keep  them  up  at  this  place,  whence  they  could 
not  get  out  of  the  river  perhaps  in  three  weeks 
or  a  month?  He  believed  that  a  naval  force 
would  form  the  most  effectual  protection  to  our 
seaports  that  could  be  devised.  Fart  of  our 
little  navy  was  suffered  to  rot  in  the  docks,  joid 
the  other  part  was  scarcely  able  to  keep  the 
ocean.  Could  not  a  single  foreign  frigate  enter 
almost  any  of  our  harbors  now  and  batter  down 
our  towns  ?  Could  not  even  a  single  gunboat 
sweep  some  of  them  ?  Mr.  S.  said  he  conld  not 
conceive  why  gentlemen  should  wish  to  para- 
lyze the  strength  of  the  nation  by  keeping  back 
our  naval  force,  and  now  in  particular,  when 
many  of  our  native  seamen  (and  he  was  sorry 
to  say  that  from  his  own  knowledge  he  spoke 
it)  were  starving  in  our  ports.  Mr.  S.  enumer- 
ated some  of  the  advantages  which  this  country 
possessed  in  relation  to  naval  force.  For  every 
ship  which  we  employed  on  our  coasts,  he  said, 
any  foreiffn  nation  must  incur  a  double  expenso 
to  be  able  to  cope  with  us.  The  truth  was. 
that  gentlemen  well  versed  in  the  subject.,  had 
calculated  that  it  would  require,  for  a  fleet  com- 
petent to  resist  such  a  naval  force  as  the  United 
States  might  without  difficulty  provide,  four  or 
five  hundred  transport  ships  to  supply  them 
with  provisions,  the  expense  of  which  alone 
would  be  formidable  as  a  coercive  argument  to 
Great  Britain.  He  wished  it  to  be  shown, 
however  small  our  naval  force,  that  we  do  not 
undervalue  it,  or  underrate  the  courage  and 
ability  of  our  seamen. 

Mr.  Cook  followed  Mr.  Stobt  on  the  same 
side  of  the  question.  He  compared  the  nation 
to  a  fortress  on  which  an  attack  was  made,  and 
the  garrison  of  which,  instead  of  guarding  the 
portal,  ran  upon  the  battlements  to  secure  every 
small  aperture.  He  thought  their  attention 
shonid  hrst  be  directed  to  the  gates,  and  that  a 
naval  force  would  be  the  most  efficient  defence 
for  our  ports. 

Mr.  D.  B.  Williams  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  amendments. 

Mr.  Smilib  said  that  raising  a  naval  force  for 
the  purpose  of  resisting  Great  Britain,  would 
be  attacking  her  on  her  strong  ground.  If  we 
were  to  have  a  war  with  her  on  the  ocean,  it 
could  only  be  carried  on  by  distressing  her 
trade.    Neither  did  he  believe  that  these  vessels 
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of  war  would  be  of  any  effect  as  a  defence. 
They  did  not  oonstitate  the  defence  on  which 
he  would  rely.  If  we  had  a  navy,  it  would 
form  the  strongest  temptation  for  attack  upon 
our  pons  and  harbors.  If  Denmark  had  pos- 
sessed no  navy,  Copenhagen  would  never  have 
been  attacked.  The  only  way  in  which  we 
could  carry  on  a  war  on  the  ocean  to  advantage, 
Mr.  S.  said,  would  be  by  our  enterprising  citi- 
zens giving  tiiem  sufficient  encouragement 
Were  we  to  emplov  a  naval  force  in  case  of 
war,  it  would  but  furnish  our  enemy  with  an 
addition  to  her  navy.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  disagree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
and  appoint  a  conmiittee  of  conference. 
•  Mr.  Dana  said  that  the  amendments  sent 
from  the  Senate  presented  a  question  of  no 
small  importance  to  the  nation.  Without  ex- 
pressing any  opinion  on  the  question,  it  appeared 
to  him  to  be  at  least  of  sufficient  importance  to 
be  discussed  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Com- 
ing.from  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
and  being  so  interesting  to  the  nation,  he  wished 
that  it  might  be  discussed  fairly  and  fuUy ;  and, 
therefore,  moved  a  reference  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole, 

Messrs.  Daka,  Tallmadob,  and  Stost,  urged 
a  reference  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
account  of  the  great  importance  of  the  subject, 
on  which  a  full  discussion  would  be  proper; 
and  Messrs.  Maoon,  G.  W.  Campbell,  and  Hol- 
LAzn)  opposed  it,  because  the  seamen  proposed 
by  the  original  bill  were  npw  wanted,  and  the 
subject  of  the  amendment  was  already  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  a  distinct  bilL 
Motion  lost,  68  to  56. 

Mr.  Macon  observed,  that  the  immediate  ex- 
pense of  this  arraugement^  if  agreed  to,  would 
be  at  least  five  or  six  millions  of  dollars,  and 
but  four  hundred  thousand  were  appropriated 
by  the  bill.  When  he  compared  this  bul  with 
the  report  of  a  select  committee  made  to  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives,  he  said  he  was  as- 
tonished. A  part  of  that  report  was  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  which  the 
very  number  (two  thousand^  contained  in  the 
bill  as  it  went  from  this  House,  was  desired. 
Mr.  M.  adverted  to  the  observation  of  Mr. 
Btoby,  that  it  would  cost  Great  Britain  as  much 
to  keep  one  frigate  as  it  would  cost  us  to  keep 
two.  He  thought  the  expense  would  be  about 
equal.  The  expense  of  the  transportation  of 
provisions  would  be  counterbalanced  by  the 
difference  of  expense  between  the  pay  of  the 
British  and  American  seamen,  the  latter  being 
double  of  the  former  generally.  He  objected 
to  this  bill  from  the  Senate  because  no  estimate 
accompani^  it.  He  thought  they  would  go 
fax  enough  if  they  gave  the  departments  all  tlmt 
they  asked.  This  House  had  indeed  as  much 
right  to  judge  of  the  force  requisite,  as  any 
other  department;  but  he  did  not  wish  to  be 
called  upon  to  supply  a  deficit  in  the  appropria- 
tion, which  never  failed  to  occur  even  in  the 
ordinary  appropriations  for  the  Kavy  Depart- 
ment   Give  the  four  hundred  thousand  doUars 


asked  for,  and  the  deficit  in  the  appropriation 
will  be.  at  least  ten  times  the  amount  of  the 
sum  appropriated. 

Mr.  Cook  contended  strenuously  in  favor  of 
a  naval  force.  He  detailed  the  advantages 
which  would  accrue  to  the  nation  from  a  few 
fast  sailing  frigates.  He  said  they  were  essen- 
tially necessary  to  defence.  He  expatiated  on 
the  difficulty  with  which  any  foreign  power 
could  maintain  a  force  on  our  coast 

Mr.  Holland  did  not  profess  to  have  much 
knowledge  on  this  subject,  but  he  said  it  did 
not  require  much  to  overthrow  the  argumenti 
of  gentlemen  on  the  subject  What  defence  a 
few  frigates  would  be  to  the  extensive  coast  of 
this  country,  he  could  not  understand.  There 
certainly  never '  had  been  a  time  when  this 
country  should  rely  on  a  maritime  force  as  a 
sufficient  protection.  Indeed,  he  sud,  if  we 
had  fifteen  or  twenty  or  more  sail-of-Uie-line, 
he  should  hesitato  much  before  he  would  go  to 
war  with  Great  Britain,  because  these  would 
undoubtedly  be  lost.  Our  power  of  coercion 
was  not  on  the  ocean.  Great  Britain  had  pos- 
sessions on  this  continent  which  were  valnaUo 
to  her ;  they  were  in  the  power  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  way  to  coerce  her  to  respect  our 
rights  on  water,  ^rould  be  attacking  them  on 
land.  He  said  he  certainly  did  not  nndervaliie 
the  disposition  and  prowess  of  our  seamen; 
and  it  was  because  he  valued  them,  that  he  did 
not  wish  them  to  go  into  an  uneaual  contest,  in 
which  they  must  certainly  yield.  Gentlemen 
might  understand  naval  matters ;  but  it  was  no 
reason  that  they  should  therefore  understand 
the  efficiency  of  a  naval  force.  There  was  suffi- 
cient evidence  in  history  to  warn  the  United 
States  against  it. 

Mr.  Troup  said  he  rose  but  for  the  purpose 
of  stating  facts  which  struck  him  as  being  ap- 
plicable to  the  subject  before  the  House.  He 
referred  chiefiy  to  an  extract  of  a  letter  written 
to  himself  and  published  in  the  paper  of  to-daj. 
[Mr.  T.  then  read  the  extract  which  appeared 
in  the  National  Intelligencer  on  the  9th  instant] 
In  addition  to  these  facts,  letters  had  been  re- 
ceived, in  the  course  of  this  morning,  contun- 
ing  further  particulars,  which  he  bc^gged  leave 
to  state  to  the  House.  After  the  onber  (com- 
mander of  a  British  armed  vessel)  had  been 
forced  on  board  his  vessel,  and  while  lyinff  in 
our  waters  and  within  our  jurisdiction,  he  nad 
fired  several  shots  at  pilot-boats,  passing  and 
repassing,  had  been  very  abusive,  and  threaten- 
ed the  town  with  what  he  called  vengeance ; 
and,  in  addition  to  these  facts,  letters  had  reach- 
ed Savannah  from  Liverpool,  giving  satisfactory 
information  that  vessels  of  fifteen  or  tw^ity 
guns  had  been  fitted  out  for  Uie  purpose  of 
forcing  a  cotton  trade  with  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia.  This  information,  Mr.  T.  said,  came 
from  unquestionable  autJiority.  And  it  was 
because  he  was  unwilling  that  the  people  of  this 
country  should  longer  submit  to  the  abase  of 
British  naval  officers ;  because  he  was  unwilling 
that  they  should  be  exposed  to  the  insoienoe  of 
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every  British  commisBioiied  pappy  who  chose 
to  vasait  us;  hocaose  he  was  unwilling  that 
armed  vessels  should  force  a  cotton  trade,  when 
evety  man  knew  that  nine-tenths  of  the  people 
of  Georgia  would  treat  as  traitors  the  violators 
of  the  embai^ ;  it  was  for  this  reason  that  he 
was  disposed  to  vote  for  the  amendments  from 
the  Senate.  The  great  objection  which  had 
been  taken  to  them  was  the  expense  which 
they  would  produce.  Economy,  Mr.  T.  said, 
was  a  good  tning  in  time  of  peace ;  but  if  this 
contracted  q>irit  of  economy  predominated  in 
our  war  councils,  if  we  were  forced  into  a  war, 
so  help  him  God,  he  would  rather  at  once  tame- 
ly submit  our  honor  and  independence  than 
maintain  them  in  this'  economicid  way.  If  we 
went  to  war,  we  ought  not  to  adopt  little  meas- 
ures for  the  purpose  of  executing  them  with 
little  means  ,*  neitJier  should  we  refuse  to  adopt 
great  measures,  because  they  could  not  be  exe- 
cuted bat  with  great  means.  It  was  very  true 
that,  in  war  as  well  as  in  peace,  calculation  to  a 
certain  extsit  was  necessary ;  but,  if  t^ey  once 
resolved  on  an  object,  it  must  be  executed  at 
whatever  expense.  He  was  no  advocate  for 
standing  armies  or  navies,  generally  speaking ; 
but,  in  discharging  his  duties  here,  he  must  be 
governed  by  the  circumstances  of  eveiy  case 
which  presented  itself  for  his  decision,  and  then 
ask  himself  Is  it  wise,  politic,  and  prudent,  to 
do  this  or  omit  diat  ?  He  said  he  would  never 
go  back  to  yesterday  to  discover  what  he  had 
Uien  said  or  done,  in  order  to  ascertain  what  he 
should  now  do  or  say.  Political  conduct  must 
depend  on  circumstances.  What  was  right  yes^ 
terday  might  be  wrong  to-day.  Nay,  what  was 
right  at  &e  moment  he  rose  to  address  the 
House,  might,  ere  this,  be  palpably  wrong. 
Ckmduct  depended  on  events,  which  depend^ 
on  the  folly  or  caprice  of  men ;  and,  as  they 
changed,  events  would  change.  It  might  have 
been  a  good  doctrine  long  ago  that  this  coun- 
try ought  to  have  a  na^  competent  to  cope 
with  a  detachment  of  the  British  navy ;  it  mi^ht 
have  been  good  doctrine  then,  but  was  shocking 
doctrine  now. 

At  that  time  England  had  to  contend  with 
the  navies  of  Russia,  Denmark,  France,  Holland, 
Spain,  &c  Now  England  was  sole  mistress  of 
the  ocean.  To  fight  her  ship  to  ship  and  man 
to  man,  and  it  was  impossible  that  gentlemen 
eould  tiiink  of  fighting  her  otherwise,  if  they 
fought  her  at  all,  we  must  build  up  a  huge  navy 
at  an  immense  expeviBe.  We  must  determine  to 
become  less  agricultural  and  more  commercial: 
to  incur  a  debt  of  ^ve  hundred  or  a  thonsana 
million  of  dollars,  and  all  the  loans  and  taxes 
attendant  on  such  a  system,  and  all  the  corrup- 
tion attendant  on  them.  He  should  as  soon 
think  of  embarking  an  hundred  thousand  men 
for  the  purpose  of  attacking  France  ather  thresh- 
<dd,  as  of  building  so  many  ships  to  oppose 
the  British  navy.  It  was  out  of  the  question; 
no  rational  man  conld  think  of  it.  But  that 
was  not  now  the  question.  It  was,  whether  we 
would  call  into  actual  service  the  little  navy  we 


It  was  not  even  a  question  whether 
we  would  have  a  navy  at  all  or  not.  If  that 
were  the  question,  he  would  not  hesitate  to  say 
that  even  our  present  political  condition  required 
a  navy  to  a  certain  extent,  to  protect  our  com- 
merce against  the  Barbary  Powers  in  peace, 
and  in  time  of  war  for  convoys  to  our  merchant- 
men. He  only  meant  a  few  fast-sailing  frigates, 
such  a  navy  as  we  have  at  present,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  harassing  the  commerce  of  our  enemies 
also.  He  therefore  thought  our  present  naval 
force  ought  to  be  put  in  service.  As  far  as  the 
appropriation'(|400,000)  woidd  go,  it  would  be 
employed ;  but  if  Congress  should  hereafter  see 
cause  to  countermand  or  delay  the  preparation, 
they  would  have  it  in  their  power  to  do  so  by 
refusing  a  further  appropriation. 

Hr.  D.  B.  WiLUAiis  said  it  was  his  misfor- 
tune to  differ  with  gentlemen  upon  all  points 
on  the  subject  of  the  navy.  He  was  opp(Med  to 
it  from  stem  to  stem ;  and  gentlemen  who  at- 
tempted to  argue  in  favor  of  it  as  a  matter  of 
necessity,  involved  themselves  in  absurdifaes 
they  were  not  aware  of.  When  money  had 
been  appropriated  for  fortifications,  there  had 
been  no  intimation  that  it  would  be  necessary 
to  prop  them  up  with  a  naval  force.  If  our 
towns  could  not  be  defended  by  fortificationa, 
he  asked,  would  ten  frigates  defend  them  9  The 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Stort)  had 
even  gone  so  far  as  to  say  that  a  single  gunboat 
could  sweep  one-half  of  our  harbors.  K  a  sin- 
gle gunboat  could  npw  sweep  most  of  our  har- 
bors, Mr.  W.  said  he  should  like  to  know  what 
eleven  hundred  and  thirty  vessels  of  war  could 
do,  even  when  opposed  oy  our  whole  fdrce  of 
ten  frigates!  The  gentleman  fi<om  Massachu- 
setts had  said  it  would  be  cheaper  to  keep  these 
vessels  in  actual  service  than  in  t^eir  present 
situation.*  Mr.'W.  said  he  supposed  that  the 
gentlemen  meant  that  they  would  rot  faster  in 
their  present  situation  than  if  they  were  at  sea. 
He  said  he  was  for  keeping  them  where  they 
were,  and  would  rather  contribute  to  place  them 
in  a  situation  where  they  would  rot  faster.  Mr. 
W.  combated  the  arguments  that  employing  the 
navy  would  afford  relief  to  our  seamen,  and  that 
the  maintaining  a  navy  on  our  coast  would  be 
more  expeuMve  to  an  European  power  tlian  the 
support  of  a  larger  naval  force  by  us.  And  he 
said  we  should  never  be  able  to  man  any  consid- 
erable fleet  except  the  constitution  were  amended 
to  permit  impressments,  following  the  example 
of  Great  Britain. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Stobt) 
had  said  that  except  we  begun  with  this  bill, 
and  got  his  fast-sailing  frigates,  we  should  never 
regain  our  rights.  If  that  were  really  the  case, 
Mr.  W.  said  ne  was  ready  to  abandon  them. 
He  considered  that  the  sort  of  maintenance  of 
our  rights  adverted  to  by  l^e  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  would  be  destructive  to  those 
rights.  Gentlemen  must  have  forgotten  that 
when  Hamburg  was  in  the  greatest  state  of 
prosperity,  she  did  not  i>osse8S  even  a  single 
gunboat.    Why !  there  was  not  wealth  enough 
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in  this  whole  nation,  if  every  one  were  to  carry 
his  all,  thus  to  maintain  onr  rights  against  the 
navy  of  Great  Britain.  K  we  were  carried  into 
a  war,  and  every  thing  really  seemed  i^o  be 
tending  that  way,  we  mnst  rely  upon  the  en- 
terprise of  our  citizens ;  and  that^  when  set  at 
liberty,  would  be  found  more  desperate  than 
"the  navy  of  any  country.  When  we  arrived  at 
the  end  of  the  Revolutionary  war  we  had  but 
one  frigate,  and  the  best  thing  we  ever  did  was 
to  give  that  one  away.  The  State  of  South 
Oarolina  had  not  yet  got  clear  of  the  curse. 
She  embarked  one  frigate  in  the  general  stmg- 
f^le,  and  she  had  not  rid  herself  of  the  debts 
mcurred  by  it  yet.  Private  enterprise  must  be 
depended  upon.  The  people  from  the  East- 
ward had  shown  in  the  last  war  what  they 
would  do.  When  vessels  were  loaded  with 
sugar  they  would  fight  like  bull-dogs  for  it.  He 
recollected  a  story,  he  6aid,  of  one  of  our  priva- 
teers being  beat  off  by  a  Jamaica  man,  whom  they 
attacked.  The  captain  not  liking  to  lose  the 
prize,  and  finding  his  crew  disheartened,  told 
them  she  was  full  of  sugar.  *^Is  she?"  said 
they,  **  by  Q'— d ;  let  us  at  them  again."  They 
scarcely  ever  failed  in  their  enterprises. 

In  idlusion  to  the  case  at  Savannah,  Mr.  W. 
regretted  that  an  insult  should  be  offered  to  the 
people  of  the  country.  The  insult  at  Savannah 
had  by  this  time  been  redressed,  he  had  no 
doubt.  He  had  no  information  to  induce  him 
to  believe  so,  but  the  knowledge  that  the  sloop- 
of-war  Hornet  was  stationed  off  Charleston,  and 
of  course  cruised  near  the  place.  The  Hornet 
was  perfectly  adequate  to  drive  any  vessel  of 
twenty  guns  out  of  our  waters.  She  was  one 
oi  the  best  vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  as 
well  officered  as  any.  [Mr.  Tkoup  observed 
that  the  Hornet  was  off  Charleston.  Now,  he 
wanted  a  frigate  at  Savannah.]  Mn  W.  said 
that  Savannah  was  the  very  place  where  gun- 
boats would  be  perfectly  effectual.  He  meant 
to  make  no  reflection  against  the  proposer  of 
the  gunboat  system,  but  he  did  against  those 
who  had  only  given  one-half  of  the  system,  and 
omitted  the  other — the  marine  militia.  And 
now,  when  an  attack  was  menaced  at  Savannah, 
gentlemen  wanted  a  frigate  I  If  nine-tenths  of 
the  people  were  oj^osed  to  the  evasions  of  the 
embar^  law,  Mr.  W.  said  it  would  not  be  evad- 
ed. The  evaders  would  be  considered  as 
traitors — as  the  worst  of  traitors.  As  to  pre- 
paring a  force  for  the  protection  of  navigation, 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  must  well  know 
that  the  whole  revenue  of  the  United  States 
would  not  be  competent  to  maintain  a  sufficient 
number  of  vessels  to  convoy  our  merchantmen. 

Mr.  W.  concluded  by  saying,  that  he  wished 
the  nation  to  be  protected,  ana  its  wrongs  to  be 
redressed ;  but  when  he  reflected  that  at  Oastine 
the  soil  had  been  most  abominably  violated,  he 
oould  not  view  the  insults  in  our  waters  as 
being  equal  to  it ;  for,  said  he,  touch  the  soil 
and  you  touch  the  life-blood  of  every  man  in  it 

Mr.  DxTBELL  considered  the  present  subject  as 
one  of  the  most  important  which  had  been  in- 


troduced at  this  session.  It  would  indeed  be 
difificult  to  reason  gentlemen  into  amodificstioii 
of  a  principle  to  which  they  were  opposed 
throughout ;  but  he  trusted  that  this  House  was 
not  generally  so  disposed.  He  believed  that  a 
large  minority  of  the  House  were  at  the  pres- 
ent moment  in  favor  of  embargo  or  war,  because 
the  House  had  been  so  distinctly  told  l:ry  a  com- 
mittee on  our  foreign  relations,  that  there  was 
no  alternative  but  submission;  and  almost  every 
gentleman  who  had  tfie  honor  of  a  seat  within 
these  walls,  had  committed  himself  on  the  sub- 
ject, either  topersevere  in  the  embai^  or  re- 
sort to  war.  What  would  be  the  object  a£  a  war  9 
Not  the  right  of  the.  soil,  not  our  territorial 
limits,  but  the  right  of  navigating  the  ocean. 
Were  we  to  redress  those  wrongs,  those  com- 
mercial injuries,  on  the  land  ?  Not  altogether, 
he  conceived.  Would  it  be  good  pdicy,  he 
asked,  to  let  our  means  of  carrying  on  war  on 
the  ocean  rot  in  our  docks,  and  not  make  use  c^ 
them  ?  These  vessels  would  also  be  useftil  as  a 
defenee.  Why  then  should  they  not  be  manned 
and  put  in  readiness  for  service  ?  It  was  said 
that  we  could  not  cope  with  the  Britbh  nav^*. 
Mr.  D.  said  this  alignment  nroved  too  mn<di,  if 
it  proved  any  thing.  If  he  did  not  feel  perfectly 
comfortable  in  a  cold  dav,  should  he  therefore 
divest  himself  of  all  douing?  Why  send  out 
the  sloop  of  war  Hornet,  alluded  to  by  the 
gentleman  last  up— why  rely  upon  it  for  re- 
dressing the  insult  at  Savannah,  if  naval  force 
was  useless?  It  was  no  reason,  because  Great 
Britain  had  more  vessels  than  we,  that  we 
should  not  use  what  we  had.  Indeed,  those 
gentlemen  who  objected  to  naVal  force,  appear- 
ed to  be  mostly  from  the  interior,  and  of  course 
oould  not  properly  estimate  its  value. 

Mr.  Sawtkb  was  wholly  opposed  to  the 
amendments  from  the  Senate.  The  olgection 
to  this  particular  increase  of  naval  force  on  the 
score  of  expense,  was  not  to  be  disregarded* 
He  called  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  the 
state  of  the  Treasury.  The  expense  of  this  sys- 
tem would  be  three  millions ;  and  when  this 
sum  was  added  to  other  sums  which  would  be 
requisite  if  measures  now  pending  were  ad<^ted, 
it  would  render  it  necessary  for  Congress  new 
to  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  posterity. 
The  expedient  of  direct  taxation  would  not  be 
resorted  to.  It  had  already  been  the  death- 
blow to  the  political  existence  of  one  Admhus- 
tration.  This  Government,  he  said,  was  found- 
ed on  public  opinion,  and  whenever  the  appro- 
bation of  the  people  was  withdrawn,  from 
whatever  cause,  the  whole  superstructure  mnst 
fall. 

Mr.  S.  dwelt  at  some  length  on  the  disadvan- 
tage of  loans.  He  said,  if  this  nation  was  des- 
tined to  raise  a  navy  for  the  protection  oi  com- 
merce, it  should  have  begun  earlier,  in  the  year 
1793,  when  such  outrageous  violations  had  been 
committed  on  our  commerce.  The  expense  of 
such  an  establishment  would  have  fu*  exceeded 
the  amount  in  value  of  captures  made  mnce  that 
period.  He  concluded,  from  a  number  of  obser- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DEBATES  OF  C0NGEB88. 


101 


Jasuabt,  1809.] 


Extra  Settion, 


[B.  or  R. 


TatioBs  which  he  made  on  this  snlject,  that,  on 
the  f  core  of  the  protection  of  trade,  it  would  not 
be  proper  to  fit  oat  a  navy.  This  proposition, 
he  said,  was  the  mere  entering-wedge.  The 
system  was  either  nnneeessarj,  or  wonld  be 
wholly  fatile  in  practice.  Onr  seamen  would 
cost  us  at  least  donble  of  what  is  the  expense  of 
her  seamen  to  Great  Britain ;  and  it  required 
her  utmost  exertions  to  pay  the  interest  of  the 
eoormons  debt  with  which  her  unwieldy  navy 
had  saddled  her.  He  therefore  certainly  tiiought 
that  an  attempt  to  justify  it  on  the  score  of 
profit  would  not  succeed.  He  deprecated  the 
extension  of  Executive  patronage,  which  would 
result  from  an  increase  of  the  Naval  Establish- 
ment. Keed  he  go  back,  he  asked,  to  the  time 
when  the  black  cockade  was  necessary,  in  some 
parts  of  the  country,  to  secure  a  man  from  in- 
salt  from  the  officers  of  the  navy  ?  He  wished 
to  limit  the  Executive  patronage;  to  adhere 
closely  to  the  maxims  of  our  forefiithers.  By 
sending  out  a  navy,  too,  he  said,  we  should 
volunteer  to  support  the  ascendency  of  the 
British  navy,  b^me  the  mere  jackf^s  of  the 
British  lion.  Mr.  8.  went  at  some  length  into 
an  examination  of  the  former  Administration 
in  relation  to  a  navy.  There  was  nothing,  he 
observed,  in  the  nature  of  our  Government^  or 
of  oar  foreign  relations,  to  require  a  navy.  If 
we  could  not  carry  on  foreign  commerce  with- 
out a  navy,  he  wished  to  have  less  of  it  and 
more  of  internal  commerce,  of  that  commerce 
which  the  natural  advantages  of  the  country 
would  support  between  different  parts  of  it  If 
re  were  to  build  a  na^  for  tlie  protection  of 
foreign  commerce,  we  Ukould  throw  away  our 
natural  advantages  for  the  sake  of  artificial 
ones.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  embargo  at  pres- 
ent. There  was  more  virtue  in  our  barrek  of 
floor  as  to  coercion  than  in  all  the  guns  of 
our  navy ;  and  we  had  lately  given  our  adver- 
saries a  supplementary  broadside,  which  he 
hoped  would  tell  well.  Mr.  S.  stated  the  origin 
and  progress  of  navies  at  some  length,  com- 
mencing with  the  Republic  of  Genoa.  Our 
chief  reliance  as  to  defence  must  be  on'  our 
militia.  8o  little  did  Great  Britain  now  rely  on 
her  navy  for  defence  of  her  soil,  that  she  had 
called  upon  every  man  in  the  country  to  be  at 
his  post,  if  danger  came.  Other  nations  might 
be  justified  in  supporting  a  naval  force,  because 
they  had  colonies  separated  from  them  by  the 
■ea,  with  whom  they  were  obliged  to  have 
means  of  intercourse,  but  we  had  not  that 
H^logJ  for  a  navy.  Mr.  S.  concluded  his 
observations,  after  j^ieaking  near  an  hour,  not, 
he  said,  that  he  had  gone  through  the  sulnect ; 
but,  as  it  was  late  in  the  day,  he  yielded  the 
floor  to  some  other  gentieman. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Jaoebok  said,  that  g^tiemen  should 
not  be  influenced,  m  aiscussing  the  present 
question,  by  a  belief  that  they  were  now  dia- 
cosBing  the  propriety  of  raising  a  naval  force 
for  offensive  purposes.  This  was  not  the  ques- 
tk)o.  it  waa  only  whethei^  at  this  crisis,  the 
Huu5e  would  employ  a  little  force  for  tihe  pur- 


pose of  resisting  attacks  made  on  our  territory 
at  home.  The  gentieman  from  South  Oarolina 
(Mr.  WnxiAMs)  had  said  that  an  attack  on  the 
soil  touched  the  life-blood  of  every  man  in  it. 
Yes,  Mr.  J.  said,  it  did ;  whether  the  invasion 
was  on  our  jurisdiction,  on  land  or  water,  it 
touched  equally  the  life-blood  of  the  na- 
tion. He  would  as  soon  resist  an  attack  on 
our  territorial  jurisdiction  on  sea  as  on  land. 
It  made  no  difference  with  him  whether  a  for- 
eign frigate  came  up  to  the  piles  of  Potomac 
bridge  and  fired  over  into  the  town,  or  whether 
its  crew  came  on  shore  and  assaulted  us  with 
the  bayonet  The  territorj^  he  said,  was  equally 
invaded  in  either  case.  Were  we  not  to  resist 
Great  Britain  because  of  her  l,ldO  sail  of  armed 
vessels  ?  This  would  amount  to  a  deckration 
that  we  must  succumb  to  her,  because  she  could 
at  any  time  send  a  squadron  sufficient  to  destroy 
our  naval  force  at  a  single  blow.  This  was  the 
tendency  of  the  argument  Mr.  J.  said  it  would 
be  more  honorable  to  fight,  while  a  single  gun 
could  be  fired,  notwithstanding  her  overwhdm- 
ing  force.  This  mode  of  reasoning  had  a  tend- 
ency to  destroy  the  spirit  of  the  people.  He 
would  never  consent  to  crouch  before  we  were 
conquered;  this  was  not  tine  course  of  our 
Kevolutionary  patriots,  and  he  trusted  it. was 
one  which  we  should  not  follow.  He  would 
rather,  like  the  heroic  band  of  Leonidas,  perish 
in  the  combat,  although  the  force  of  the  enemy 
was  irresistible,  than  acknowledge  that  we 
would  submit  This  naval  force  was  not,  how- 
ever, intended  to  cope  with  the  navy  of  Great 
Britain,  but  to  chastise  the  petty  pirates  who 
trespassed  on  our  jurisdiction ;  pirates,  he  called 
them,  because  the  British  Gk)vemment  had  not 
sanctioned  their  acts.  It  had  not  justified  the 
murder  of  Pierce,  or  asserted  the  right  of  juris- 
diction claimed  by  an  officer  within  the  length 
of  his  buoys,  &e.,  because,  if  she  had,  it  would 
have  then  been  war.  For  this  reason  he  wished 
our  littie  pigmy  force  to  be  sent  on  the  ocean,  not- 
withstanding the  giant  navy  of  Great  Britain. 
Some  gentiemen  had  opposed  tins  on  the  score 
of  expense.  Our  most  valuable  treasure,  Mr.  J. 
said,  was  honor;  and  the  House  had  almost 
unanimously  declared  that  it  could  not  submit 
without  a  sacrifice  of  that  honor. 


Satuhdat,  January  21. 
IhsJ/ra  Session* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SmuB  the  Hoose  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
to  alter  the  time  of  the  next  meeting  of  Oon* 
gross. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Jaokbok  moved  to  strike  out  the 
"•  fourth"  Monday  in  May,  and  insert  the  *^  last," 
stating  as  a  reason,  that  as  the  Virginia  elections 
took  place  in  April,  the  K^resentatives  could 
not  arrive  here  in  time. 

Mr.  Maoon  wished  a  division  of  the  question 
so  as  first  to  strike  out,  witii  a  view  to  insert 
^^  September,"  instead  of  May,  The  motion  to 
strike  out  was  negatived— ^2.  to  85.    It  was 
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mipposed  that  this  question  tried  the  principle 
ofthebiU. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill. 

Mr.  D.  Willi AMB  moved  to  strike  out  May  for 
the  pm-pose  of  inserting  "September." 

1&.  MiLKOB  hoped  the  motion  would  not  he 
agreed  to.  If  the  new  Congress  could  commence 
its  session  on  the411i  day  of  March  next,  he  said 
he  should  think  it  extremely  proper  that  it 
should  do  so.  And,  if  he  could  think  that  the 
majority  would  fix  an  earlier  day  than  thefonrth 
Monday  of  May  for  the  meeting,  he  should  vote 
for  the  present  motion.  He  agreed  with  gentle- 
men that  this  was  a  momentous  crisis ;  that  the 
ponntry  was  in  a  situation  of  extreme  difficulty . 
and  danger.  It  appeared  to  him,  therefore, 
that  Congress,  who  were  the  guardians  of  the 
public  welfare;  to  whom  were  confided  the 
destinies  of  the  nation,  bo  far  as  the  nation 
could  control  them,  should  be  constantly  in  ses- 
sion, tiU  a  more  favorable  state  of  affairs  took 
place.  It  was  possible,  but  was  it  probable  that 
any  ^vent  would  occur  to  alter  our  situation  for 
the  better?  There  was  no  hope  that  the  belli- 
gerents would  recede  from  their  injurious  re- 
strictions on  our  commerce.  It  was  not  prob- 
able that  any«thing  would  occur  which  womd  do 
away  the  necessitv  of  an  extra  session.  The 
present  Congress  having  determined  to  perse- 
vere in  the  embargo  and  the  present  system  of 
measures  a  while  longer,  the  peace  and  welfare 
of  the  country  required  that  a  different  system 
should  be  adopted.  The  present  had  been  sufii- 
ciently  tested,  and  would  never  produce  those 
effects  anticipated  from  it.  It  was  proper  that 
an  early  opportunity  should  be  given  to  the 
next  Congress  to  approve  the  present  system,' 
or  give  it  up  and  adopt  some  other  in  its  stoad. 

Mr.  D.  K.  Williams  bbiA  he  was  opposed  to 
Congress  coming  here  at  the  time  proposed. 
Why  should  they  come  here  then  ?  He  wished 
sonie  one  to  answer,  and  let  him  understand 
why  they  were  coming.  In  his  opinion  there 
was  everj^  possible  objection  to  such  a  pro- 
cedure. On  the  fourth  day  of  March,  a  new 
President  comes  into  power.  Is  it  not  presum- 
able that  the  President  would  choose  to  have 
some  communication  with  our  Ministers  abroad 
before  the  meeting  of  Congress?  Could  any 
man  say  that  it  was  not  proper  that  he  should 
have  it?  Mr.  W.  said  he  hoped  that  the  Presi- 
dent would  send  special  messengers,  unfashion- 
able as  that  policy  was.  If  you  are  willing  to 
wait  for  a  declaration  of  war  till  the  fourth 
Monday  in  May,  wHl  there  be  any  necessity  of 
declaring  it  before  the  first  Monday  in  June  or 
July?  You  have  sufl^d  the  public  mind  to 
assuage  in  its  resentment,  and  I  very  much 
doubt,  that  before  a  fhll  experiment  be  made  of 
the  embargo,  it  will  be  wholly  allayed.  It  has 
been  said  through  the  nation,  and  indeed  avowed 
on  this  floor,  that  the  Administration  does  not 
wish  for  peace.  Having  failed  to  take  hold  of 
the  affedr  of  the  Chesapeake  for  a  declaration  of 
war,  you  have  nothing  now  to  give  the  people 
that  interest  which  I  hope  they  always  will 


have  in  a  declaration  of  war.  Suppose  yon 
were  to  send  special  Ministers,  and  they  were 
to  be  treated  as  our  Ministers  to  France  ivere 
under  a  former  Administration,  would  not  this 
treatment  make  every  man  in  the  nation  rally 
around  you  ?  Would  it  not  prove  beycmd  doubt 
that  the  Administration  was  sincere  in  its 
wishes  for  peace?  Undoubtedly  it  wonld. 
Why  are  your  Ministers  now  loitering  in  foreign 
Courts?  With  a  hope<^  accommodation,  ear. 
I  would  send  other  Ministers  there,  and  if  they 
failed  of  immediate  accommodation,  would 
order  them  all  home.  If  they  are  compelled  to 
return,  you  will  have  the  whole  nation  witfa 
you,  which  you  must  have  when  you  go  to 


Mr.  J.  G.  Jaokson  replied  to  Mr. 
The  g^tleman  had  asked  emphatically  why 
Congress  should  convene  here  in  May.  Ooenr- 
rences  of  every  day,  said  Mr.  J.,  are  presenting 
themselves  in  such  a  way  as  to  render  it  highly 
important  and  necessary  that  some  other  groond 
should  be  taken.  Are  we  to  adhere  to  the 
embargo  forever,  sir?  I  have  said,  and  again 
say,  that  a  toted  aband(Himent  of  the  ocean 
would  be  submis^on.  I  think,  by  passing  tius 
biU,  we  give  the  nation  a  pledge  that  it  shall  be 
the  Tie  plus  ultra  J  which  shall  give  to  foreign  na- 
tions time  to  revise  their  conduct  towards  us, 
and  will  give  them  time  to  consider  whether  or 
not  they  will  have  war  with  us.  The  gentie- 
man  wants  a  special  mission.  Sir,  are  we  to 
continue  in  this  state  any  longer?  Shall  nego- 
tiation be  spun  out  further?  No  man  can 
doubt  the  capacity  of  our  Mnisters  abroad,  and 
their  disposition  to  represent  their  Government 
correctiy.  The  doors  are  shut  in  the  lace  of 
our  Minister  at  the  Court  of  St.  James,  and 
worse  than  shut  at  the  Court  of  St  Clond — ^for, 
from  the  latter,  contemptuous  silence  is  all  tiie 
answer  we  have  received,  if  indeed  silence  can 
convey  an  answer.  Are  we  to  renew  negotia- 
tion, then,  when  every  circumstance  manifests 
that  it  would  be  useless  ?  Need  I  refer  to  what 
took  place  the  other  day— I  allude  to  the  publi- 
cation of  a  letter  by  Mr.  Canning,  in  a  highly 
exceptionable  manner,  through  Federal  pireases, 
or  presses  more  devoted  to  the  interests  of  that 
country  than  any  other  ?  One  universal  burst 
of  indignation  accompanied  the  publication  of 
that  letter  in  this  House.  And  are  we,  nnder 
such  circumstances,  to  renew  negotiation  by 
extra  missions?    I  conceive  that  tiie  onp  of  ne- 

Eion  and  conciliation  is  exhausted  to  the 
and  that  we  should  but  further  degrade 
ves  by  sending  further  extra  missions.  It 
has  been  stated  to  me  that  a  proposition  had 
actually  been  reduced  to  writing  by  a  member 
of  this  House  the  other  day  for  sending  away 
foreign  Ministers  and  calling  our  Ministers  home, 
and  I  am  sorry  that  the  proposition  was  not  of- 
fered to  the  House,  for,  under  present  circam- 
stances,  it  might  not  have  been  improper  to 
have  adopted  it. 

Mr.  Smilib  said,  if  there  were  no  other  reason, 
the  present  suspension  of  commerce,  and  discon- 
tents at  home,  were  sufficient  reasons  for  calling 
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Congress  earlier  than  the  first  Monday  in  De- 
oember.  When  the  new  Administration  should 
come  into  office,  it  was  proper  that  they  should 
hare  an  opportunity  of  meeting  Congress  as 
early  as  i)ossihle.  It  was  his  opinion  that,  at  the 
next  session,  a  change  of  measures  would  take 
place.  What  would  be  the  substitute  for  the 
present  measure  he  could  not  say ;  but,  at  this 
time,  he  must  say  that  he  could  see  no  way  of 
avoiding  war.  With  regard  to  extra  missions, 
he  really  had  no  idea  of  a  measure  of  that  kind. 
If  there  should  be  any  other  means  to  secure 
the  interest  and  honor  of  the  nation  but  war, 
he  hoped  in  God  that  it  would  be  adopted,  but 
he  did  not  now  see  any  such  prospect. 

Mr.  Shca,  of  Tennessee,  said  it  was  of  no 
importance  in  the  consideration  of  the  present 
question  wliat  the  next  Administration  should 
think  or  do.  He  wished  that  there  could  be  an 
understanding  with  foreign  nations  for  our 
good,  but  he  much  doubted  such  a  result  He 
would  not  undertake  to  say  whether  war.  or 
what  other  measure,  ought  to  be  adopted  at 
the  extra  session ;  but,  it  was  his  opinion,  that 
Congress  ought  to  meet,  and  he  snould  vote 
against  every  proportion  going  to  defeat  the 
object  of  the  bill.  Although  this  nation  had  not 
immediately  retaliated  the  attack  on  the  Chesa- 
peake, would  any  man  rise  on  this  floor  and  say 
that  the  act  of  dishonor  was  done  away  because 
the  House  refused  inmiediately  to  avenge  it  ? 
He  believed  not;  and,  as  long  as  it  remained 
nnatoned,  it  was  cause  for  this  nation  to  act. 
The  only  question  for  the  House  now  to  deter- 
mine was  this:  Are  there  reasons  to  induce 
gentlemen  to  believe  that  a  meeting  of  Congress 
is  neoeasary  on  the  fourth  Mcmday  of  May  next  ? 
As  it  appeared  to  him  that  such  reasons  did 
exist,  he  said  he  was  bound  on  his  responsi- 
bility to  vote  for  the  bill. 
^  l£r.  DxncEix  asked  if  gentlemen  meant  to  con- 
tinue the  embargo  forever.  He  believed  some- 
what in  the  doctrine  that  an  explosion  might 
take  place  under  it  in  a  certain  portion  of  the 
country.  Gentlemen  said  an  extra  session  was, 
therefore,  necessary  to  save  the  nation.  Mr.  D. 
asked  if  the  nation  was  to  be  saved  by  long 
speei^es?  He  had  seen  almost  two  whole 
sessions  of  Congress  pass  away,  the  one  of  six 
months,  the  other  of  three,  and  the  nation  in 
the  same  situation  still,  and  still  told,  in  long 
stories^  from  dav  to  day,  that  it  was  in  a  criti- 
cal sitoation.  He  had  no  idea  that  the  nation 
was  to  be  saved  by  much  speaking.  He  did 
firmly  believe,  that  more  than  forty-eight  hours 
would  not  be  necessary  to  pass  all  laws  to  meet 
the  impending  crisis.  If  a  declaration  of  war 
was  thought  proper,  this  would  be  sufficient 
time  for  it ;  if  an  extraordinary  mission,  as  sug- 
gested by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
forty-eight  hours  would  be  time  enough  for  the 
House  to  decide  on  recommending  it.  The 
present  was  a  state  of  suspense,  from  which  the 
nation  ought  to  be  removed,  and  he  was  un- 
willing to  prolong  this  state  by  the  passage  of 


Mr.  BuswBLL  said  he  was  one  of  those  who 
would  vote  for  an  earlier  meeting  of  Congress 
than  usual.  In  Great  Britain,  in  whose  govern- 
ment there  were  some  features  approximating 
to  ours,  there  was  always  an  uneasiness,  least 
the  Parliament  should  not  meet  often  enough. 
Whence  could  be  the  objection  to  Congress 
meeting  at  an  earlier  day  ?  If  the  public  senti- 
ment was  not  then  pD*epared  for  war,  it  would 
not  be  adopted.  It  appeared  to  him  than  an 
early  session,  instead  of  producing  mischief, 
would  essentially  contribute  to  tranquillize  the 
minds  of  the  people.  If  peace  was  attainable, 
we  must  have  peace ;  but  if  not,  we  have  no 
choice  but  war.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  sn^ests  the  propriety  of  sending  a 
special  mission,  said  Mr.  B.  Let  me  ask  lum, 
if  Administration  should  not  take  this  course, 
whether  it  would  not  be  perfectly  proper  that 
Congress  should  be  in  session  ?  Certainly  it 
would.  With  respect  to  a  special  mission,  Mr. 
B.  said  he  was  perfectly  at  a  loss  to  conceive 
what  could  be  the  nature  of  any  proposition 
which  could  t>e  made  to  Great  Britain.  A  pro- 
position had  already  been  made  to  her,  in  effect, 
to  go  to  war  with  her  against  France,  and  in- 
sultingly refused;  for  no  other  interpretation 
could  DC  made  of  the  offer  to  suspend  the  em- 
bargo, if  she  would  rescind  her  Orders  in 
Council,  except  Mr.  Canning  chose  to  nnsunder- 
stand  every  thing  that  could  be  said.  Unless 
gentlemen  would  point  out  some  new  propo^ 
sition,  which  could  be  made  to  Great  Britain  or 
France,  he  could  not  see  the  propriety  of  the 
course  recommended.  As  to  the  continuance 
of  the  embargo,  Mr.  B.  said  it  seemed  to  be 
perfectly  well  understood  by  every  man,  that 
when  the  Government  determined  on  that 
course,  it  did  not  determine  to  persevere  in  it 
eternally.  If  it  could  be  made  manifest  to  him 
that  any  particular  favorable  consequence  would 
be  produced  by  postponing  the  session  beyond 
the  fourth  Monday  in  May,  he  might  be  induced 
to  accede  to  it.  As  to  the  disposition  of  the 
Administration  to  preserve  peace,  could  the 
gentleman  conceive  it  possible  to  remove  the 
impressions  of  those  who  were  determined  not 
to  be  convinced?  This  nation  had  sued  for 
peace,  but  in  vain;  they  had  offered  to  give  up 
almost  every  thing  in  contest,  if  Great  Britam 
would  yield  a  thing  which  neither  Mr.  Canning 
nor  any  other  member  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment ever  said  they  had  a  right  to  do,  and 
which  was  only  justified  on  the  ground  of  ne- 
cessity. There  was  therefore  no  plausibiUty  in 
the  assertion  that  peace  had  not  been  earnestly 
sought  for. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell  said  that  if  nothing  oc- 
curred between  this  time  and  th9B  time  proposed 
by  the  bill  fbr  the  next  meeting  of  Congress, 
which  would  particularly  render  a  change  ne- 
cessary, he  was  yet  of  opinion  that  it  would  be 
then  necessary  to  change  our  situation ;  for  this 
reason:  that  at  that  period,  time  sufficient 
woidd  bave  elapsed  to  give  us  information  as 
to  what  ground  Great  Britain  wonld  take,  alter 
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«he  had  heard  of  the  position  which  Congress 
had  maintained.  After  that  gronnd  was  ts^en, 
Congress  would  know  how  to  act.  I  never 
Yot^  for  the  embargo  as  a  permanent  meas- 
ure, said  Mr.  0.,  nor  did  I  ever  nse  an  expres- 
sion which  wonld  authorize  such  a  supposition ; 
nor  do  I  suppose  that  any  other  gentleman  en- 
tertained such  an  idea.  As  to  a  special  mission, 
I  should  as  soon  think  offending  a  special  mes- 
senger to  the  moon  as  to  Great  Britain  or  to 
France,  for  the  cup  of  humiliation  is  exhausted 
already,  and  I  will  never  put  it  in  their  power 
to  offer  us  another  cup. 

Mr.  Maoon  said  he  had  not  iutended  to  have 
said  any  thing,  but  that  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Bubwell)  hod  broached  a  doc- 
trine which  he  did  not  approve — that  this 
Government  was  like  that  of  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Bubwell  explained  that  he  had  said  that 
the  Governments  were,  in  some  of  their  fear 
tures,  alike. 

Mr.  Maoox  said  that  the  reason  of  the  fear 
in  Great  Britain  that  the  Parliament  would  not 
meet  often  enough,  was  extremely  obvious.  The 
only  voice  which  the  people  had  was  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  they  wanted  them  to 
be  always  in  session,  to  keep  the  King  and  no- 
bility off  from  them.  In  Great  Britain  the 
King  dissolved  Parliament  at  his  pleasure. 
Here,  he  said,  there  was  no  power  to  dissolve 
Confess.  Indeed,  there  was  no  similarity  in 
the  two  Governments.  He  said  he  had  no  fear 
of  any  mischief  being  done  by  Congress  meet- 
ing earlier ;  but  he  was  opposed  to  Uieir  meet- 
ing earlier,  because  they  wonld  do  more  good 
by  staying  away.  Could  any  man  say  what 
would  take  place  between  this  day  and  the 
third  of  March  ?  And  yet  the  House  were  now 
called  on  to  determine  on  an  extra  session.  He 
was  for  giving  Buoh  time,  after  the  deliberations 
of  the  present  session  dosed,  as  that  Great  Brit- 
ain might  see  what  we  had  done,  and  consider 
whether  she  would  retract  or  go  to  war,  for  if 
she  did  not  retract,  war  must  be  the  conse- 
quence. Mr.  M.  said  he  would  give  every  op- 
portunity for  peace;  he  would  not  be  for  hurry- 
ing the  matter.  He  had  no  opinion  that 
Congress  being  in  sesdon  would  have  any  effect 
on  the  people.  The  cry  of  an  intention  to  de- 
stroy commerce  was  not  to  make  him  do  a 
sLogle  thing  which  he  would  not  otherwise  do. 
No  man  can  believe  that  we  who  raise  pro- 
duce should  wish  it  to  lie  on  our  hands,  as  is 
now  our  situation.  It  is  maritime  rights  fat 
which  we  contend.  For  these  we  planters  are 
making  sacrifices,  and  we  know  it.  As  to  the 
grower  it  is  immaterial  in  point  of  interest  into 
what  ship  or  wagon  his  produce  goes;  but  he 
is  contending  for  the  interests  of  his  mercantile 
brethren.  A  great  deal  has  been  said  about  re- 
pealing the  embargo  to  put  an  end  to  discon- 
tents. Let  gentiemen  beware  of  it,  lest  in 
trying  to  please  everybody,  they  please  no- 
body. Let  us  do  what  is  right,  that  is  the  only 
ground  for  us  to  take.  Whenever  we  begin  to 
temporiie,  that  principle  is  abandoned.    I  disar 


gree  with  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  ass  to 
the  expediency  of  continuing  the  embargo ;  I  do 
not  believethat  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  try  it 
beyond  May.  I  believe  we  ought  to  try  it  be- 
yond September.  This  is  my  opinion.  What 
effect  do  gentlemen  expect  that  the  embargo 
will  have  had  in  May  ?  Not  more  than  at  this 
moment.  While  every  day  from  that  time  till 
September,  it  will  be  more  and  more  effectoaL 
I  never  voted  for  it  as  a  permanent  meaaoFe ; 
but  my  opinion  was,  as  I  stated  it,  that  it  might 
be  necessary  to  hold  on  to  it  for  one,  two,  or 
three  years.  I  might  be  wrong,  but  this  was 
my  opinion  then,  and  I  have  not  changed  it. 
As  to  an  extra  session,  I  have  never  tho^^t  of 
it;  but  I  am  willing  to  leave  it  to  the  Exec- 
utive. It  has  been  so  suddenly  gnggested, 
however,  that  I  would  not  undertake  to  dedde 
positively  on  the  su^ect  I  should  raiher  in- 
cline to  let  them  send  to  us  now ;  we  have  sent 
to  them  long  enough.  As  to  the  people  being 
tired  of  the  embargo,  whenever  tliey  want  war 
in  preference  to  it,  they  will  send  their  petitions 
here  to  that  effect.  When  gentiemen  from  the 
Eastern  States  say,  that  the  people  there  si^ 
tired  of  it,  perhaps  they  speak  correctiy.  Aa  to 
all  the  talk  of  insurrections  and  divisions,  it  has 
no  effect  on  me.  When  the  sedition  law  was 
passed  under  the  former  Administration,  it  was 
said  that  the  people  would  not  bear  it.  I 
thought  then  as  now,  that  the  elections  would 
show  their  disapprobation,  and  that  they  would 
manifest  it  in  that  way  alone.  When  the  peo- 
ple are  tired  of  the  embargo,  as  a  means  of 
preserving  peace,  they  will  tell  you  so,  and  say, 
^^  Give  us  war  I  "  But  none  have  said  so ;  and 
yet,  sir,  I  know  weU  that  mvseli'  and  some 
others  are  blamed  for  our  adherence  to  this 
measure.  I  can  only  say,  that  it  is  an  honest 
adherence.  J  do  believe  that  the  eontinnanoe 
of  that  measore,  with  the  addition  of  a  bill  now 
on  your  table,  (non-intercourse  bill,)  is  the  best 
thing  yon  can  do ;  and  if  I  thought  that  Con- 
gress would  declare  war  in  May,  I  should  be 
much  more  averse  to  meeting  then  than  I  am 
now ;  but  I  do  not  believe  it  will. 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  D.  B.  Williams  to  strike  out  the  words 
^^  fourth  Monday  in  May,"  and  lost. 

No  other  amendment  being  offered  to  the 
bill,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading.-  The  bill  being  brought  in  engrossed, 
a  motion  was  made  that  the  same  be  read  the 
third  time  to-morrow :  and  the  question  being 
put  thereupon,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Smilix,  that 
the  bill  be  now  read  the  third  time  ;  and  Ibe 
question  being  taken  thereupon,  it  was  resolved 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  said  bUl  was,  accordingly,  read  the  third 
time :» Whereupon,  Mr.  Spxakbb  stated  the 
question  from  tne  chair,  that  the  same  do  pass? 
And,  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  resolved 
in  the  affinnative— yeas  80,  nays  26. 
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JE^aiderUial  EUcUan. 

Seyeral  petitions  having  been  presented,  in 
addition  to  those  heretofore  stated,  against  the 
mode  in  which  the  Lite  election  in  the  State  of 
Mawachnsetts  was  conducted — 

Mr.  Bacon  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Budvtd^  That  the  Cleik  of  this  HonM  do  carry  to 
the  ScoBto  the  aeveril  memorialB  finom  snndiy  citizens 
of  the  State  of  ^famachnsetta,  remonstrating  against 
ihit  mode  in  which  the  appointment  of  Electors  for 
Preadent  and  Vice  President  has  been  prot^eded  to 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate  and  Honse  of  Represent- 
atives  of  said  State,  aa  iirnrolar  and  nnconstitiitioiial, 
and  prmying  for  the  interference  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Eepresentatives  of  tiie  United  States,  for 
tktpmyt09t  tffnf^niing  the  utablishmaU  of  §q  dan- 
ftnmg  a  pneedent. 

Mir.  J.  6.  JAOKSOHsudhe  saw  no  objection  to 
the  reaolotion,  or  even  to  going  farther  than  it 
proposed.  The  constitution  had  declared  that 
the  election  of  Electors  in  each  State  should  be 
held  in  such  manner  as  the  Legislatnre  should 
direct ;  and,  he  said,  he  never  could  consent  to 
the  doctrine  that  any  set  of  men,  without  the 
authoritj  of  law,  could  make  an  election  of. 
Electors.  He  believed  that  the  case  was  not 
provided  for  ;  and  as  the  present  case  could  not 
vary  the  general  result  of  the  Presidential  elec- 
tion, gentlemen  appeared  not  to  be  disposed  to 
interfere  in  it.  Bnt,  he  hoped  it  would  operate 
on  the  Honse  to  induce  them  to  consider  the 
propriety  of  providing  some  mode  of  hereafter 
dJstingoishing  between  1^^  and  illegal  or  sur- 
reptitious election. 

Mr.  Van  Hobnk  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words  in  italic,  as  he  understood  them  as  com- 
mitting the  House  to  express  an  opinion  on  the 
Bul^}ect  of  the  petitions.    Motion  lost — ^yeas  18. 

Opening  and  CaunUng  the  Eleet&ral  Votet  far 
JPrendent  and  Vies  Frmdent. 
Mr.  N1CH01.AS  offered  the  following  order : 
Ordaredf  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate  to 
inforai  them  that  this  House  Is  now  ready  to  attend 
them  in  openuig'the  oertificates  and  counting  the 
votes  of  the  Electors  of  the  several  States^  in  the 
dioibe  of  a  Piresident  and  Vice  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  in  parsoanee  of  the  resolution  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  of  the  7th  instant ;  and  that  the 
Qeik  of  the  House  do  go  with  the  said  message. 

Mr.  Randouph  said  it  had  sometimes  been 
the  case,  he  did  not  say  it  had  been  the  practice, 
that  this  Honse  had  met  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legifilatare  in  their  Chamber,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  connting  the  votes;  in  which  cases, 
veiy  properly  indeed,  this  House  being  in  the 
Chamber  of  the  Senate,  the  President  of  that 
body  had  taken  the  chair.  Mr.  B.  said  he  now 
understood  that  it  was  proposed,  without  any 
vote  of  this  House  for  the  purpose,  that  the 
President  of  the  Senate  was  to  take  the  chair 
of  this  Honse;  that  the  Speaker  was  to  leave 
the  chur,  to  make  way  for  the  Prendent  of 
another  body.  To  this,  he,  for  one,  could  never 
eonaent.     I  coneeive,  said  he,  that  such  a  pro- 


ceeding would  derogate,  very  materially,  from 
the  dignity,  if  not  from  the  rights  of  this  body. 
I  can  never  consent,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  any  other 
person  than  yourselfi  or  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  should  take  the 
chair,  except  by  a  vote  of  the  House.  I  hope, 
therefore,  that  this  matter  may  be  well  under- 
stood. I  conceive  it  to  be  a  respect  which  we 
owe  to  ourselves,  and  to  the  people,  whose  im- 
mediate representatives  we  are,  never  to  suffer, 
by  a  sort  of  prescriptive  right,  the  privileges  of 
this  House  to  be  in  anywise  diminished,  or  its 
dignity  to  fade  before  that  of  any  other  assem- 
*bly  of  men  whatever. 

Mr.  KiCHOLAS  said  he  was  as  unwilling  as  any 
other  gentieman  to  surrender  the  privileges  of 
the  House.  When  assembled  as  tne  House  of 
Representatives,  he  agreed  that  none  but  the 
Speaker  should  take  the  chair ;  but,  on  the  oc- 
casion of  counting  out  the  votes,  he  did  not  con- 
sider the  House  of  Bepresentatives  to  be  formed 
as  a  distinct  body.  In  meeting  on  this  occa- 
sion, he  said,  it  always  had  been  usual,  since 
the  establishment  of  the  Government,  for  the 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  or  the  Pres^ 
ident  .pro  tempore  of  the  Senate,  to  take  the 
chair.  There  was,  also,  a  propriety  in  this 
course,  because,  by  the  constitution,  the  Vice 
President  is  to  open  the  votes.  For  twenty 
years  the  practice  had  been  that  the  President 
of  the  Senate  presided  in  joint  meeting.    ^ 

Mr.  KiOHOLAS  moved,  in  order  to  do  away 
any  difficulty  in  this  case,  that  when  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  were  introduced,  the  SpeiJcer 
should  relinquish  the  chair  to  the  President  of 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  Davkntobt  supported  this  motion.  He 
had  no  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  the  President 
of  the  Senate  presiding  at  a  Joint  meeting,  more 
especially,  as  he  was  the  person  designated  by 
the  constitution  for  countmg  out  the  votes. 

Mr.  Ramdolpb  said  that  if  this  course  were 
taken,  the  Senate  ought  to  be  notified  of  this 
act  of  eourtesy  on  tiie  part  of  the  House ;  if 
not,  it  might  appear  that  the  President  of  the 
Senate  took  the  chair  as  a  matter  of  right.  He 
said  he  knew  that,  to  many  persons,  matters  of 
this  sort  appeared  to  be  of  minute  importance, 
but  in  every  thing  touching  the  privileges  of 
this  House,  as  it  regarded  the  claims  of  the 
other  co-ordinate  branches  of  the  Government, 
he  would  stickle  for  the  ninth  part  of  a  hair. 
It  was  well  known  that,  in  England,  the  privi- 
leges of  the  Commons  had  been  gained  inch  by 
inch  from  the  Kings  and  Kobles  by  a  steady 
perseverance;  and  that  man  must  have  very 
iittie  knowledge  of  mankind,  indeed,  who  was 
not  persuaded  that  those  privileges  might  be 
lost,  as  they  were  gained,  by  gradual  and  im- 
perceptible encroachment  on  the  one  hand,  and 
tacit  yielding  on  the  other.  This  was  not  a 
matter  of  great  consequence  in  itself ;  but  pow- 
er always  begot  power.  It  was  like  money,  he 
said;  any  man  could  make  money  who  had 
money.  So  any  man,  or  body  of  men,  who  had 
power,  could  extend  it    I  have  no  objection, 
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said  Mr.  B.,  very  far  from  it,  to  the  constitn- 
tioiud  exercise  of  the  powers  and  privileges  of 
the  Senate.  Let  their  President  oonnt  the  votes, 
sir  ;  there  is  a  very  good  chair  for  him  in  which 
the  Clerk  now  sits.  Bat,  on  what  principle  is 
he  to  come  into  the  House  with  the  conscious- 
ness that  he  has  a  right  to  throw  you  out  of  the 
chair,  sir,  and  take  possession  of  it  ?  I  have  no 
idea  of  suffering  a  man  to  come  through  those 
folding-doors  with  such  a  sentiment.  If  he 
comes  into  this  House,  he  comes  from  courtesy, 
and  cannot  assume  your  chair,  Mr.  Speaker,  as 
a  matter  of  right,  but  as  a  favor.  And,  if  the 
President  of  the  Senate  takes  possession  of  your 
chair  as  a  favor,  it  ought  to  be  announced  to 
the  Senate  as  such ;  for,  the  mere  vote  on  our 
eide  amounts  to  nothing,  provided  that  he,  and 
the  body  over  whom  he  presides,  come  into  this 
House  under  the  knowledge,  (without  an  inti- 
mation from  us,)  that  you  are  to  leave  your 
chair,  and  he  is  to  take  posssession  of  it 

Mr.  SioLiB  observed  that  there  was  no  fear 
of  the  privileges  of  this  body  being  encroached 
npon  by  any  other,  for  there  was  a  written 
constitution,  prescribing  the  powers  of'each 
body  ;  and,  at  the  same  time  that  it  was  prop* 
er  to  be  careful  of  their  own  rights,  he  said  the 
House  should  be  careful  not  to  infringe  on  the 
rights  of  the  other  body.  In  respect  to  this 
question,  there  was  a  case  in  point.  In  one 
instance  while  Congress  sat  at  Philadelphia, 
the  Senate  had  come  into  the  Bepresentatives' 
Chamber  to  count  out  the  votes,  and  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Senate  had  taken  the  chair  as  a 
matter  of  right.  We,  said  ]£r.  S.,  are  sitting  as 
a  convention  of  the  two  Houses,  for  a  special 
purpose,  viz :  to  count  out  the  votes,  who  is 
properly  the  presiding  officer  in  this  case?  Un- 
questionably the  officer  directed  by  the  consti- 
tution to  open  the  votes.  And  I  consider  the 
Speaker  of  the  House,  on  this  occasion,  as  act- 
ing in  the  same  capacity  as  any  other  member 
of  the  House. 

After  some  fhrther  observations  on  the  sub- 
ject from  Messrs.  Masters,  Lyon,  and  Maook, 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Nioholas  was  agreed  to — 
yeas  98. 

Mr.  Bandoiph  then  moved  that  the  Senate 
be  acquainted,  by  message,  of  this  arrangement 
Agreed  to— yeas  78. 

The  resolution  first  offered  by  Mr.  Nicholas 
-was  then  agreed  to. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Yan  Dtxe,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  members  should  receive  the  Sen- 
ate standing  and  uncovered. 

The  time  tov  counting  the  votes  having  arriv- 
ed, the  members  of  the  Senate,  preceded  by 
their  Sergeant^at- Arms,  entered  the  Represent- 
atives' Chamber,  Mr.  Millrdgb,  the  Pl^ident 
pro  tempore^  took  the  Speaker's  chur,  and  the 
members  took  their  seats  on  the  right  hand  of 
the  chair.  The  tellers  were  ranged  in  front, 
and  the  Clerks  of  each  House  on  the  right  and 
left  of  the  tellers.  The  President  of  the  Senate 
opened  the  electoral  returns,  one  copy  of  which 
was  handed  to  the  teller  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  S. 


Smith,  who  read  it ;  the  tellers  of  the  House, 
Messrs.  Nicholas  and  Van  Dtxe,  comparing 
the  duplicate  returns  handed  to  them. 

When  this  business,  which  occupied  about 
two  hours,  was  concluded,  the  tellers  handed 
their  report  to  the  President  of  the  Convention, 
who  was  proceeding  to  read  it,  when 

Mr.  HiLLHonsB  observed  that  the  returns 
from  one  of  the  States  appeared  to  be  defeodve, 
the  Governor's  certificate  not  being  attached  to 
it.  He  thought  that  this  might  be  as  proper  a 
time  to  notice  it  as  any. 

Nothing  farther  being  said  on  the  sulnect, 
however,  the  President  of  the  Senate  read  the 
following  statement  of  the  votes,  as  rei>orted  by 
the  tellers : 

(For  the  statement  of  the  votes  see  Senate  pro- 
ceediBgs  of  the  same  day,  cmte,  p.  27.) 


Thubsdat,  February  9. 
ybn-Intercourse. 

Mr.  Taylob  said  it  would  be  recollected 
that,  in  the  course  of  the  public  business  of 
this  session,  a  resolution  reported  by  a  commit- 
tee on  our  foreign  relations  arising  out  of  a 
motion  of  a  member  from  North  Carolina,  for 
the  purpose  of  interdicting  commercial  inter- 
course with  such  belligerents  as  had  in  force 
decrees  or  edicts  against  the  lawful  commerce 
of  the  United  States,  had  been  agreed  to  and 
referred  to  the  same  committee^  who  had  re* 
ported  a  bill  for  non-intercourse.  This  bill  in 
fact,  however,  comprised  but  one-half  of  the 
whole  subject  embraced  by  the  words  ^'  non-in* 
tercourse.'^  The  bill  as  reported  to  this  House 
provided  for  the  non-importation  of  the  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  the  growth  and  man- 
ufacture of  these  particular  countries.  That 
(said  he)  may  be  readily  accounted  for,  from  the 
circumstance  that  the  House  was  then  actoally 
engaged  in  passing  a  law  for  the  enforoemont  of 
the  embargo,  the  committee  therefore  having 
only  in  view  the  other  part  of  the  question,  so 
as  to  complete  a  non-intercourse.  After  that 
bill  was  reported,  a  gentleman  from  Tenneasee, 
(Mr.  Bhsa,)  in  order  that  the  whole  mi^t  be 
incorporated  into  one,  offered  a  resolution  for 
that  purpose.  I  did  think  it  unneceesary  at 
that  time ;  but  as  the  course  of  business  seems 
to  look  towards  a  repeal  of  the  embargo,  in  or- 
der that  the  whole  subject  of  non-intercomrae 
may  be  incorporated  in  the  bill  before  the 
House,  I  move  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  be  discharged  from  the  consideratioii  of 
the  bUl,  and  that  it  may  be  referred  to  a  oon>> 
ndttee,  in  order  that  it  may  be  made  in  lac^ 
what  the  title  imports  it  to  be,  completely,  a 
bill  for  non-intercourse  between  this  oonntnr 
and  those  nations  having  in  force  decrees  af- 
fecting our  neutral  rights. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  was  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill,  ayes  72. 

The  effect  of  the  votes  of  this  dsj,  b  to  re- 
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fer  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Belations, 
composed  of  Messrs.  G.  W.  Oamfbell,  Nicho- 
las, Baoon,  Tatlok,  Fisk,  J.  Montgomekt, 
MuMFoai),  Champiok,  and  Pobteb,  the  several. 
propositioDs  for  the  repeal  of  the  embargo,  for 
arming  the  merchant  yessels,  for  non-inter- 
oourse,  for  exdnding  armed  vessels  from  our 
waters,  and  for  decl^fing  the  first  capture  made 
in  violation  of  the  nentral  rights  of  the  United 
States  to  be  a  declaration  of  war,  &c.,  with 
leave  to  report  by  bill. 

The  chief  argument  in  flavor  of  this  general 
reference  was,  that  these  propositions  might  be 
merged  in  one  bill  which  should  present  a  gen- 
eral system,  and  thus  render  less  complicated 
the  proceedings  of  the  House  on  these  resolu- 
tions. The  main  arguments  against  it  were, 
that  it  wocQd  destroy  all  that  had  already  been 
done  in  Gomniittee  of  the  Whole,  and  probably 
present  a  system  at  lensth  to  the  House  which 
would  not  be  approved,  and  thus  produce  no 
other  effect  at  this  late  period  of  the  session 
than  to  protract  discussion;  and  also  that  it 
would  enconrage  that  speculation  now  going 
on  in  the  mercantile  towns,  and  be  ruinous 
to  many  men  of  moderate  capitals  who  had 
embarked  their  all  in  the  purchase  of  produce, 
in  the  certainty  that  the  embargo  would  be 
raised  on  tiie  4th  of  March. 


TuKSDAT,  February  14. 
Additional  Duties. 

The  House  resolved  itself  mto  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  imposing  addition- 
al duties  on  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise 
imported  into  the  United  States. 

[Thk  bill  provides  **  that  an  additional  duty 

of. per  centum  on  the  permanent  duties 

now  imposed  by  law  upon  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States 
from  foreign  ports  or  places,  shall  be  laid, 
levied  and  collected  upon  all  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  which  shall,  after  the  thirty-first 
day  of  January,  1809,  be  imported  into  the 
United  States  from  any  foreign  port  or  place  - 
cmd  a  farther  addition  of  ten  per  centum  shalt 
he  made  to  the  said  additional  duty  in  respect 
to  oZZ  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise^  imported 
in  ships  or  vessels  not  of  the  United  States ; 
and  ^e  duties  imposed  by  this  act  shall  be  lev- 
ied and  collected  in  the  same  manner,  and  un- 
der the  same  regulations,  mode  of  security,  and 
time  of  payment,  respectively,  as  are  already 
prescribed  by  law,  in  relation  to  the  duties  now 
m  force  on  the  importation  of  articles  imported 
from  any  foreign  port  or  place.  That  this  act 
diall  continue  in  force  until  the  first  day  of 
April,  1810,  and  no  longer :  Provided  that  the 
additional  duties  laid  by  this  act,  shall  be  col- 
lected on  such  goods,  wares  and  merchandise, 
as  idiaU  have  been  imported  previous  to  the 
said  day.'T 


WsDNiEsnAY,  February,  16. 
Ifon-Intercourse. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kioholas,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  for  interdicting  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain 
and  France,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  MiusroB  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  with  a  view  to  try  the  princi- 
ple of  the  non-intercourse  system.  In  support 
of  this  motion,  he  alleged  the  impossibility  of 
carrying  the  system  into  effect;  for  he  con- 
ceived that  the  embargo  had  been  ineffectual 
from  the  impossibility  of  carrying  it  into  com- 
plete effect,  and  the  proposed  system  would  be 
as  diflScult  to  enforce.  He  thought  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  carry  a  non-intercourse 
system  into  effect,  as  long  as  vessels  were  per- 
mitted to  go  to  sea.  He  had  many  other  ob- 
jections to  this  bill,  among  which  were  these : 
that,  although  it  raised  uie  embargo  only  in 
part,  the  permission  to  vessels  to  go  out,  would 
render  the  provision  for  a  partial  embargo  nu- 
gatory ;  that,  if  the  bill  were  to  pass  in  its 
present  shape,  it  was  to  be  doubted  whether 
any  revenue  officer  of  the  United  States  would 
understand  the  duty  enjoined  on  him  by  it ; 
that  a  time  only  two  days  previous  to  the 
meeting  of  the  next  Congress  was  fixed  upon 
as  the  day  upon  which  the  non-importation 
should  go  into  operation,  and  thus  the  bill  ap- 
peared to  manifest  a  distrust  of  that  Congress, 
who  certainly  would  be  more  competent  than 
the  present  Congress  to  decide  on  its  propriety 
at  that  time ;  that  a  non-intercourse  between 
these  countries,  would  but  compel  our  citizens 
to  pay  a  double  freight  to  and  m>m  the  entre- 
pot, without  producing  any  other  effect  than 
injuring  our  own  citizens;  that  goods  from 
these  countries,  although  their  importation 
were  interdicted  by  law,  would  be  introduced 
nevertheless ;  that  the  extent  of  the  territory 
and  seacoast  of  the  United  States  was  so  great 
that  all  efforts  to  interdict  the  importation  of 
goods  must  be  ineffectual,  for  they  would  be 
introduced  contrary  to  law ;  thus  depriving  the 
United  States  of  the  revenue  which  would  be 
derived  from  them,  if  their  importation  were 
permitted  by  law.  Bather  than  accept  this 
system,  Mr.  M.  thought  it  would  be  better  that 
this  country  should  remain  yet  longer  under 
the  pressure  of  the  embargo,  which  he  had  no 
doubt  must  be  repealed  early  in  the  next  session. 

Mr,  QxjisrcT  entered  at  considerable  length 
into  an  examination  of  the  system  of  coercion 
on  foreign  nations,  by  means  of  commercial  re- 
strictions. The  idea  of  the  efficacy  of  this  system, 
he  traced  to  a  deeper  root  than  any  Adminis- 
tration under  this  Government.  It  was  an  error 
of  the  American  people,  originating  in  a  period 
antecedent  to  the  Bevolntion;  it  grew  out  of 
our  colonial  regulations.  It  began  to  be  a 
favorite  belief  with  the  people,  antecedent  to 
the  year  1760,  and  was  then  fostered  by  the 
patriots  of  that  day,  the  idea  being  also  eaoonr- 
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aged  by  the  patriots  of  England.  Mr.  Q.  enter- 
ed into  a  comparadve  statement  of  the  exports 
fh>m  and  imports  to  Great  Britain  from  .Ajner- 
ica  at  two  different  periods,  viz:  the  nine  years 
preceding  the  year  1776,  and  the  nine  years 
finoceeding  it,  with  a  view  to  show  that  the 
average  imports  into  Great  Britain  from  all  the 
world,  dnring  the  nine  years'  peace  with  this 
country,  amounted  to  about  one-thirteenth 
more  than  the  average  imports  during  the  same 
period  of  war^  and  the  exports  diminished, 
nearly  in  the  same  proportion.  From  his  state- 
ments on  tiiis  head  and  a  comparison  of  the 
present  relative  situation  of  the  two  countries. 
Mr.  Q.  drew  the  inference  that  this  supposed 
means  of  coercing  the  European  powers^  did 
not  eadst.  He  deemed  it  peculiarly  unfortunate 
that  a  confidence  in  this  power  of  coercion  had 
so  long  existed,  as  it  had  prevented  the  United 
States  from  making  preparations  which  they 
otherwise  might  have  made.  He  hoped  the  idea 
would  now  cease.  In  relation  to  our  present 
situation,  he  recommended  a  plain  remedy,  com- 
prised in  two  words :  "  Follow  nature."  What 
did  she  first  dictatefor  remedying  any  complaint  ? 
The  removal  of  all  obstructions  on  her  operations. 
Mr.  Q.  therefore  recommended  the  removal  of 
the  embargo,  the  repeal  of  the  non-importation 
act,  and  the  abandonment  of  the  non-intercourse 
system.  He  wished  '*  peace  if  possible ;  if  war, 
union  in  that  war ; ''  for  thb  reason,  he  wished  a 
negotiation  to  be  opened  unshackled  with  those 
impediments  to  it  wMch  now  existed.  As  lon£ 
as  they  remained,  the  people  in  the  portion  of 
country  whence  he  came,  would  not  deem  an 
unsuccessful  attempt  at  negotiation  to  be  cause 
for  war ;  if  they  were  moved,  and  an  earnest 
attempt  at  negotiation  was  made,  unimpeded 
with  these  restrictions,  and  should  not  meet 
with  success,  they  would  join  heartily  in  a  war. 
They  would  not,  however,  go  to  war  to  contest 
tibie  rights  of  Great  Britain  to  search  American 
vessels  for  British  seamen ;  for  it  was  a  general 
opinion  with  them  that  if  American  seamen 
were  encouraged,  there  would  be  no  occasion 
for  the  employment  of  foreign  seamen.  A  re- 
moval of  the  embargo,  witnout  adopting  any 
other  measure,  until  the  event  of  negotiation 
had  been  tried,  Mr.  Q.  said,  would  first  prevent 
any  collision  with  the  belligerents  which  might 
tend  to  embarrass  negotiation;  and,  seconcUy,, 
woidd  j^ve  an  opportumty  to  the  country  to' 
ascertain  what  would  be  the  practical  operation 
of  these  orders  and  decrees,  on  our  commerce ; 
and  ^ve  an  opportunity  to  the  next  Congress 
to  shape  its  meilsures  according  to  their  actual 
effect  If  commerce  did  not  suffer,  the  knowl- 
edge of  this  fact  would  supersede  the  necessity 
of  any  other  measure,  and  peace  would  follow 
of  course;  if,  on  the  contrary,  a  general  sweep 
was  made  of  all  the  property  afloat,  it  would 
miite  all  parties  in  a  war.  Mr.  Q.  concluded  a 
speech  of  two  hours  in  length,  by  lamenting 
the  state  of  the  country,  and  invoking  the  spirit 
which  '^  rides  the  whirlwind  and  directs  the 
ftotm,"  to  guide  the  nation  to  a  happy  result.       I 


Mr.  Nicholas  replied  to  the  observations  of 
Mr.  QuiNOT  on  the  subject  of  the  legal  opposi- 
tion to  the  embargo  laws  in  Massachusetts.  He 
said  if  the  laws  of  the  nation  were  to  be  resist- 
ed in  the  manner  in  which  he  lamented  to  say 
that  he  saw  it  contemplated  in  one  part  of  the 
community,  it  became  the  duty  of  this  L^isla- 
ture  to  meet  it ;  it  was  not  compatible  with 
their  duty  to  shrink  from  it  He  could  not  con- 
sent that  thirteen  or  fourteen  States  should 
submit  to  one.  As  men  vested  with  certain 
powers  bv  the  constitution.  Congress  could  not 
transfer  the  powers  to  any  State  Le^slature  or 
to  any  town.  In  relation  to  negotiating  with 
measures  of  coerdon  in  existence,  Mr.  N.  asked, 
when  did  the  violations  of  our  rights  commence  f 
So  long  ago  that  the  precise  time  could  not  be 
fixed.  When  did  our  coercive  measures  com- 
mence? In  1806.  Mr.  N.  noticed  the  negotiaton 
during  whose  Ministry  abroad  these  injuries  had 
commenced,  and  continued.  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, and  Mr.  Pinkney,  aU  honorable  men,  had 
successively  represented  the  United  States  in 
Great  Britain.  And  could  any  thing  be  gather- 
ed from  any  thing  they  had  ever  written  or 
said,  to  induce  a  belief  that  this  Government 
had  not  acted  with  sincerity  ?  There  was  the 
most  conclusive  evidence  to  tiie  contrary.  Mr. 
N.  said,  he  would  ask  nothing  of  Great  Britain 
or  France  that  would  tend  to  sacrifice  &e$r 
honor ;  and  he  wished,  when  gentiemen  dwelt 
BO  much  on  the  regard  of  foreign  nations  for 
their  national  chaiaoter,  that  they  wouM  re- 
spect a  littie  the  character  of  our  own  country. 

Mr.  D.  B.  WtLiiAics  said  he  had  been  decid- 
edly in  favor  of  issuing  letters  of  marque  and 
reprisal  at  once ;  he  believed  it  would  have  cot 
off  all  that  fungus  matter  now  deteriorating  tiie 
body  poHtic — ^for  the  people  of  New  England 
were  as  patriotic  as  any,  and  when  the  choice 
was  between  their  own  and  a  foreign  country, 
they  would  cling  to  their  own.  It  was  the  hot- 
bed politicians  who  stirred  them  up ;  and  it  was 
necessary  to  do  something  promptiy  to  put  an 
end  to  their  intrigues.  Mr.  W.  disliked  the 
non-intercourse  system  throughout  If  he  oould 
not  get  war,  or  a  continuance  of  the  embargo, 
he  wished,  inasmuch  as  Great  Britain  uid 
France  had  each  interdicted  us  ftom  going  to 
the  other,  to  declare  that  neither  their  armed 
nor  unarmed  ships  should  contaminate  our  wa- 
ters. This  was  a  system  which  required  no 
exertion  of  patriotism  to  carry  into  effisd^ 
whidi  could  ei^cite  no  animosities  between  the 
Forth  and  South.  In  relation  to  the  non-inter- 
course, he  believed  that  it  could  not  be  enforo- 
ed,  and  used  a  variety  of  arguments  to  show- 
that  it  could  not  If  it  could  be  enforced,  he 
believed  it  would  be  prodigiously  partiaL  If 
the  embargo  was  to  be  taken  off,  and  war  not 
to  be  substituted;  if  the  nation  was  to  submit, 
he  wished  to  do  it  profitably.  If  the  embaigo 
were  raised  as  to  a  single  spot,  it  was  raised  en- 
tirely to  all  effectual  purposes.  Then  let  your 
vessels  go,  said  he,  without  let  or  hindrance ; 
let  them  go  and  be  burnt ;  your  mertsfaanti  will 
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tiien  feel  that  the  embargo  was  a  shield  spread 
oyer  them,  and  will  come  back  to  your  proteo- 
tioiiy  like  the  pro^gal  son,  and  nnite  like  bretiii- 
rea  in  the  common  cause.  Mr.  W.  said,  his 
plan  was  to  interdict  the  entrance  of  our  ports 
to  belligerent  Tessels,  armed  or  muumed,  and 
lay  a  tax  of  fifty  per  centom  on  their  mannfSEU)- 
tares.  Great  Britain  must,  then,  either  go  to 
war  cir  treat  with  na.  K  she  was  inclined  to  go 
to  war  in  preference  to  reyoking  her  Orders  m 
Comicil,  let  her  do  so.  Bat  he  was  inclined  to 
befieve  that  she  would  treat.  If  she  seized  our 
Tesaels,  however,  the  effect  would  be  ineyitahle. 
Divinon  amongst  us  would  be  done  away,  all 
would  unite  heart  and  hand  in  war.  Mr.  W. 
replied  to  a  number  of  the  observations  of  Mr. 
QonrcT,  narticnlarly  in  relation  to  his  position 
that  all  obstructions  ought  to  be  removed  with 
a  view  to  negotiation.  He  a&ed,  what  security 
had  the  Fnited  States,  if  they  did  all  this,  if 
they  sobmitted  to  such  abject  humiliation,  that 
Great  Britain  would  treat  ?  Was  it  to  be  ex- 
pected that  she  would  treat  more  liberally  with 
ua,  when  we  solicited  as  slaves,  than  she  would 
whfle  we  magnanimously  contended  for  our 

a  [its?  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
en  repeating  his  creed,  had  forgotten  a  part, 
viz:  ''Unfurl  the  banners  of  the  Bepublio 
against  the  imperial  standard  I  *'  This  would 
complete  a  project  he  had  lately  seen  proposed 
from  the  East ;  and,  as  to  its  application,  coin- 
ciding with  the  wishes  over  the  water,  would 
be  just  such  a  project  as  Mr,  Cani^ng  might 
dictate.  *'  Revoke  your  proclamation,  remove 
the  embargo,*'  and  *'  unfurl  the  repubhcan  ban- 
ners against  the  imperial  standard.''  Mr.  TV. 
conchided  a  roeech  of  an  hour  and  a  half  in 
length,  with  giving  notice  that  he  should  move 
to  amend  the  bill,  when  the  present  motion  was 
decided,  by  striking  out  all  that  part  of  it  relat- 
ing to  non-intercourse,  and  inserting  a  provision 
interdicting  the  entrance  of  our  harbors  to  any 
veaseb  of  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  impos- 
ing an  additional  duty  on  all  goods  imported 
from  those  countries. 

When  Mr.  W.  concluded,  the  committee  rose, 
and  obtwned  leave  to  sit  again. 


TEnrssDAT,  February  16. 
Additional  DtUies. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  imposing  additional 
duties  on  all  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  into  the  United  States. 

The  bill  was  amended  so  as  to  take  effect 
"from  and  after  the  passage  thereof." 

Hie  proportion  offered  by  Mr.  D.  B.  Wil- 
LULMS,  when  the  bill  was  before  under  considera- 
tion, was  withdrawn. 

w.  Cook  renewed  the  proposition,  vi2 :  to 
confine  the  duties  to  be  increased,  to  goods  im- 
puted from  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  the 
colonies  of  either;  and  spoke  an  hour  and  a 
half  in  support  of  his  motion,  and  in  oppontion 
to  the  Don-interconrse  system.     He  was  in 


&vor  of  discriminating  duties,  because  he  was 
opposed  to  the  non-intercourse,  which  he  con- 
sidered the  best  means  of  depressing  our  navi- 
pting  interest  and  advancing  that  of  Britain ; 
because  the  produce  of  the  United  States  would 
be  carried  to  some  place  of  depot  in  the  vicini- 
ty, and  thence  be  carried  to  Europe  in  British 
bottoms,  while  a  large  proportion  of  American 
shipping  would  be  mactive.  He  thought  that, 
under  the  arming  system,  we  could  trade  with 
at  least  as  much  honor  and  with  much  more 
profit  than  under  the  non-intercourse  system. 
He  ccmtended  that  the  non-intercourse  system 
was  precisely  calculated  to  destroy  that  moral 
principle  which  had  heretofore  so  strictly  en- 
forced our  revenue  laws;  that  the  system  of 
restriction  was  partial,  operating  so  equally  on 
the  people  of  the  South,  iJbat  no  individuals 
particularly  suffered  from  it,  while  in  the  North 
and  East  individuals  were  ruined  by  it,  and  thus 
a  general  distress  produced ;  that  it  would  be 
the  most  discouraging  act  to  the  mercantile 
interest,  over  passed  by  the  Government,  for  it 
would  throw  the  trade  in  all  the  produce  kept 
in  the  country  by  the  embargo  into  foreign 
hands  at  the  expense  of  the  American  mer- 
chant; that  the  system  could  not  be  enforced 
with  so  extensive  a  frontier  and  seacoast  as  we 
possess;  that  it  was  a  measure  calculated  to 
produce  irritation  on  foreign  nations,  without 
having  the  least  coercive  effect ;  that  it  was  a 
political  suicide,  without  the  consolation  of 
company  in  it.  Mr.  0.  was,  with  his  consti- 
tuents, in  favor  of  further  negotiation,  and  a 
firm  assertion  of  our  rightsi  which,  if  refused  to 
be  acknowledged,  he  would  maintain.  It  was 
high  time  to  abandon  visionary  sdiemes  and 
^practicable  proj^ts,  and  to  pass  good,  plain, 
common  sense  laws.  He  believed  that  this 
discrimination  of  duties  and  arming  our  mer- 
chant vessels  would  be  such  akw.  .  He  spoke 
more  than  an  hour  and  a  half. 

Mr.  O.'s  motion  was  negatived  by  a  very 
large  majori^.  The  committee  then  rose,  and 
reported  the  bilL 

The  amendments  made  in  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole  were  severally  agreed  to  by  the  House ; 
and,  on  the  question  that  the  bill  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading,  Mr.  LnrxBif obi  cdled  for 
the  yeas  and  nays.  There  were  for  it  85,  against 
it2T- 

Iftni'Intere&urie. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  interdicting 
commercial  intercourse. 

Mr.  Mclnob's  motion  for  striking  out  the  first 
section  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  Nicholas  rose  and  addressed  the  Chaur 
as  follows: 

Mr.  Ohah*man :  I  shall  not  conceal  or  disguise 
my  opinion;  it  has  been  and  continues  to  be, 
that  when  the  embargo  shall  cease,  war  will  be 
the  only  proper  and  nonorable  course  for  this 
country  to  pursue,  if  reparation  shall  not  have 
been  made  for  the  ii^ries  we  have  received. 
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Under  thU  convictioD,  I  proposed  a  resolution 
limiting  the  duration  of  the  embargo,  and  an- 
thorizlng)  at  the  same  time,  the  issuing  of  letters 
of  marque  and  reprisal.  I  trust,  sir,  I  shall  be 
pardoned  for 'expressing  the  deep  regret  and 
afEliction  I  feel  for  the  lailnre  of  a  measure  so 
important  in  my  judgment,  to  the  best  interests 
of  my  country.  I  voted  for  the  embargo  as  a 
precautionary  and  as  a  coercive  measure.  In 
its  first  character,  its  wisdom  must  be  admitted 
by  all.  Its  effects  as  a  coercive  measure  would, 
I  believe,  have  been  equally  certain,  if  the  mis- 
oonduct  of  some  of  our  own  people,  and  the  rev- 
olution in  Spain,  had  not  impeded  its  action. 
Unless  we  were  determined  to  persevere  in  our 
daims  for  redress,  and  to  assert  our  rights,  the 
embargo,  even  as  a  measure  of  precaution,  was 
nnnecesauy.  It  gave  no  protection  to  oar  prop- 
erty abroad,  it  gave  it  no  security  on  its  way 
home,  it  only  preserved  it  after  its  return. 
When  the  injuries  of  which  we  complain  were 
inflicted,  our  choice  was  between  submission 
ai]d  resstance.  We  determined  to  resist,  and 
commenced  our  resistance  by  laying  an  embargo, 
with  the  hope  that  it  might  of  itself  induce  the 
belligerents  to  do  us  justice ;  and  if  this  expeo- 
tation  were  disappointed,  that  we  might  pre- 
pare for  wfur,  by  preserving  in  our  own  posses- 
aion  our  essential  resources — men  and  money. 
If  resistance  was  not  our  determination,  I  do 
not  hesitate  to  say,  that  the  embargo  was  un- 
wise and  unnecessary.  If  we  intended  ultimate- 
ly to  abandon  our  rights  without  another  effort, 
we  should  have  suffered  less  both  in  reputation 
and  in  propertv,  by  immediate  submission,  than 
by  now  receding  from  the  ground  we  have 
taken.  I  do  not  believe  that  a  sinde  supporter 
of  the  embargo  looked  to  it  as  the  last  resort  of 
this  country.     For  myself  I  disclaim  the  im- 

Sression,  and  declare  that  I  was  ready  to  aban- 
on  it  for  war,  when  its  primary  ol^ects  should 
be  attained,  and  its  coercive  power  fairly  tested. 
I  have  stated  that  I  considered  the  return  of 
our  dtizens,  the  security  of  our  property,  and 
the  employment  of  time  in  preparation  for  war, 
as  the  great  and  more  certain  effects  of  the 
embargo.  All  these  advantages  we  have  deriv- 
ed from  it.  I  believe  it  is  time  to  change  our 
measures,  and  to  place  our  future  reliance  upon 
Providence,  and  upon  the  energies  and  valor  of 
our  citizens.  Upon  this  point,  however,  I  thioJc 
with  a  minority.  There  has  been  a  vote  of  this 
House  against  immediate  war.  Under  these 
drcnmstances  what  ought  I  to  do  9  I  must 
either  vote  against  every  expedient  which  falls 
short  of  what  I  deem  the  most  proper  course, 
or  assent  to  that  which  accorids  most  with  what 
I  think  right.  If  it  were  my  individual  concern, 
I  should  certainly  rely  upon  my  own  judgment : 
but  when  every  thing  dear  to  my  country  is  at 
stake,  I  cannot  justify  to  myself  a  pertinacious 
adherence  to  a  proposition  already  rdected  by 
a  great  minority,  which  would  hazard  the  loss 
of  a  measure,  the  best,  in  my  oiHuion.  that  can 
be  obtained.  After  having  offered  what  I 
thought  the  best^  and  seen  it  ri|jected,  I  think 


with  the  gentleman  from  South  Oarotina,  that  I 
am  at  liberty,  and  that  it  is  my  duty,  to  unite 
with  others  in  support  of  attainable  measures 
which  appear  to  me  to  be  conducive  to  the 
interest  of  the  country.  The  bill  upon  your 
table  appears  to  me  to  be  such  a  measure.  It 
maintains  our  attitude  towards  the  belligerents 
better  than  any  measure  which  I  have  heard 
proposed,  and  if  it  be  not  the  most  effectual 
resistance,  at  least,  it  is  not  submission.  It 
continues  our  solemn  protest  against  their  vio- 
lations of  our  rights;  it  takes  new,  and  in  soma 
respects,  stronger  grounds  against  them.  It  ex- 
cludes from  our  waters,  ports,  and  harbors,  aU 
their  vessels,  public  and  private;  it 'excludes 
from  our  country  all  their  products  and  num- 
ufaotures;  and  forbids  our  citizens  to  debase 
and  degrade  their  country  by  a  commerdal 
intercourse  which  would  stain  and  pollute  them 
with  the  payment  of  an  ignominious  tribute  to 
a  foreign  nation.  It  reserves  the  great  question 
to  be  decided  by  the  next  Congress,  wmch  will 
be  informed  of  the  wishes  of  the  American  peo- 
ple ;  who  can  best  determine  how  far  they  will 
submit  to  have  their  rights  trampled  on,  at  the 
will  and  pleasure  of  foreign  nations.  By  keep- 
ing the  question  open  for  their  discussion,  I 
have  the  utmost  confidence  that  opr  rights, 
honor,  and  independence,  will  be  mdntained. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  asked  yester- 
day,  why  not  repeal  the  embargo  laws,  and 
provide  for  the  exiforcement  of  tiiis  sfystem  by  a 
new  law  9  In  addition  to  the  reasons  I  have 
stated,  I  will  mention  another,  which  has  great 
weight.  We  are  told  that  one  of  the  States  of 
this  Union  is  about  to  pass  a  law,  imposing 
penalties  on  persons  employed  in  the  execntion 
of  those  laws  within  that  State.  I  will  never 
consent,  under  these  circumstanoes,  to  adopt 
any  measure  which  might  wear  the  aspect  of 
yielding  to  a  threat  like  this.  No  man  laments 
more  sincerely  than  I  do,  that  the  Legislature 
of  any  State  should  take  such  a  step,  but  I  think 
it  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  should  maintain  its 
authority,  and  that  it  should  be  ascertained 
whether  its  measures  may  at  any  time  be  em- 
barrassed by  the  Legislatures  of  one  or  more 
States,  or  its  laws  annulled  by  their  authority. 
Such  could  not,  I  believe,  have  been  the  im- 
presfflon  either  of  the  people  or  of  the  States 
when  the  General  Grovernment  was  formed; 
and  if  this  conduct  be  persevered  in  or  submit- 
ted to,  it  will,  in  effect,  supersede  the  Govern- 
ment, and  must  speedily  terminate  in  its  disso- 
lution. I  hope  and  trust  that  the  wisdom  and 
patriotism  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts 
will  not  permit  such  a  law  to  be  enacted.  Other- 
wise, I  do  not  doubt  that  the  people  at  the 
Spring  elections,  wUl  choose  men  solicitous  to 
heal,  by  every  means  within  their  power,  the 
wounds  inflicted  on  the  constitution.  It  is  a 
painful  dut^  to  notice  thb  sul^ject  I  have  ever 
been  devoted  to  the  Union  of  the  States.  I 
would  cherish  and  support  it  at  every  hazard, 
and  would  sacrifice  to  its  ^preservation  eveiy 
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thing  bat  the  rights  and  liberties  of  one  section, 
in  compliance  to  the  wishes  of  another.  On 
such  conditions  it  wonid  be  yassftbge,  not  nnion. 
To  jield  in  the  present  instance,  would  be 
yielding  the  Government  to  a  minoritj.  It  is 
not  practicable,  however,-  to  act  npon  the  sub- 
ject dnring  the  present  session,  nor  do  I  wish 
it.  I  have  the  ntmost  confidence  in  the  people 
of  Maasachnsetts,  and  have  no  donbt  bnt  that 
their  good  sense  will  apply  the  proper  cor- 
rective. If  thej  do  not,  it  will  then  remain  for 
the  other  States,  after  giving  to  the  sul^ect  the 
solemn  and  deliberate  consideration  which  it 
merits,  to  decide  whether  they  have  a  Grovern- 
mentor  not,  whether  it  is  compatible  with  their 
happiness  and  interests  to  preserve  a  Govern- 
ment whose  acts  are  bin<Mng  on  them  only  who 
ace  willing  to  obey  them ;  whether  they  will 
snbmit  Uut  the  pubHc  officers  of  the  United 
8t8te8  shall  be  pmiished  for  the  faithful  per- 
fonnanced  of  their  duty. 

I  have  confined  my  observations  within  as 
narrow  limits  as  possible.  It  is  not  now  neces- 
sary to  speak  of  oar  imuries,  of  the  necessity  of 
resistance,  nor  even  of  the  soperior  advantages 
of  any  particnlar  mode  of  resistance ;  for  it  is,  I 
believe,  a  very  prevalent  opinion  in  this  House, 
as  well  as  with  the  nation,  that  we  have  already 
deliberated  enough,  and  that  it  is  incumbent  on 
03  to  act  I  will,  therefore,  very  briefiy  notice 
some  olgectiona  I  have  heard  to  the  bill.  It  is 
urged  that  our  products  will  find  their  way  to 
Great  Britain  and  France,  but  certainly  to 
Great  Britaic,  by  circuitous  routes,  and  that  we 
shall  derive  less  profit  from-  them  on  that  ac- 
count, than  if  a  direct  intercourse  were  permit- 
ted This  cannot  be  denied  nor  is  there  a  man 
who  would  not  prefer  a  free  trade  with  the 
whole  world,  if  it  could  be  ei\)oyed  upon  eopal 
and  honorable  terms,  to  a  commerce  so  limited 
and  shacklecl  as  ours  is  at  this  time  by  the  bel- 
ligerent edicts.  The  question  is  not  now  how 
we  can  meet  advantageously  avail  ourselves 
of  a  momentary  commerce,  but  how  we  can  as- 
sert the  national  sovereignty,  and  best  secure 
the  permanent  interests  of  the  United  States. 
No  gentleman,  I  presume,  will  contend  that  it 
19  better  fot  us  to  permit  a  disgraceful  inter- 
oourse  with  any  nation,  than  to  endure  a  tem- 
porary privation,  until  we  can  trade  on  Mr  and 
honorable  terms.  Crentiemen  cannot  delude 
themselves  with  any  expectation  of  advantage 
from  the  commerce  now  allowed  to  us.  The 
two  most  valuable  products  of  this  country  must 
rain  and  beggar  those  interested  in  their  cul- 
tore— I  mean  cotton  and  tobacco.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  quantity  of  tobacco  annnaily 
Reduced,  is  folly  equal  to  the  annual  consump- 
tion, and  tliat  we  have  now  two  crops  on  hand ; 
while  the  edicts  of  Great  Britain  and  France 
are  ccmtinued,  it  would  be  folly  to  cultivate 
this  plant,  and  it  is  more  or  less  true  of  every 
other  product  of  our  soiL  If  we  were  at  war 
with  these  nations,  our  products  would  reach 
than  through  the  same  cirouitous  channels  into 
which  they  wiU  be  forced  by  this  law,  but  oer^ 


tainly  that  consideration  would  not  be  deemed 
a  good  argument  for  permitting  direct  inter- 
course with  our  enemies.  As  to  the  difficulty 
of  excluding  their  products  and  manufactures, 
it  is  very  possible  that  we  may  not  be  able  to 
do  it  eatirdy,  but  I  am  satisfied  that  we  shall 
do  it  essentially.  The  great  avenue  through 
which  British  goods  can  be  most  easily  smug- 
gled into  this  country  is  Canada,  and  that,  I 
doubt  not,  will  soon  be  closed  if  the  edicts  be 
not  rescinded.  The  present  state  of  things  can- 
not long  continue ;  I  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  it  ought  not,  and  that  the  next  Con- 
gress must  eitner  abandon  the  contest,  or  resort 
to  more  effectual  means  for  the  maintenance  of 
our  rights  than  commercial  restrictions  and  pro- 
hibitions. The  gentleman  from  South  CaroUna, 
whose  eloquence  I  admire,  and  whose  patriotism 
I  honor,  speaks  of  this  measure  as  submission, 
and  considers  that  which  he  proposed  as  resist- 
ance— not  indeed  as  the  measure  of  his  choice, 
but  as  the  one  which  is  next  to  it  in  his  estima- 
tion. It  must  be  obvious  to  the  House,  and  I 
am  sure  it  will  be  equally  so  to  the  gentleman 
himself  that  if  his  system  would  be  resistance, 
the  course  indicated  by  the  bill  has  in  that  view 
superior  merit.  The  gentleman  acknowledges 
the  principal  advantage  of  his  plan  to  consist  in 
this,  that  it  would  deprive  British  vessels  of  the 
transport  of  our  produce ;  if  it  can  be  shown 
that  this  object  will  be  accomplished  more  ef* 
feotually  by  the  bill  in  its  present  form  than  by 
the  proposed  alteration,  it  is  fair  to  expect  for 
it  his  support.  If  this  plan  were  adopted, 
Great  Britain  would  regain  her  fuU  share  of 
the  transport  of  our  produce  by  augmenting  the 
duties  in  fSavor  of  her  own  bottoms  to  an 
amount  that  would  be  an  indemnity  for  a  short 
voyage,  by  opening  the  port  of  Halifax,  and 
another  port  at  8t.  Mary^s,  to  our  vessels^  and 
all  that  would  then  remain  to  our  own  ve^aels 
would  be  the  profits  of  the  coasting  trade  from 
our  hai^bor^  to  those  ports  of  deposit.  If  I 
believed  this  course  the  most  honorable  and 
effectual  mode  of  resisting,  I  would  willingly 
embrace  it ;  but,  sir,  I  can  never  consent  to  any 
plan  by  which  a  direct  commercial  intercourse 
IS  to  be  produced  between  this  country  and 
Great  Britain  and  France  while  their  edicts 
contmue  in  force.  Nor  will  I  ever  abandon  the 
hope  and  belief  that  my  countrymen  possess  the 
manly  spirit  of  independence^  the  honorable 
pride  and  character  which  will  disdain  to  barter 
for  gold,  or  for  a  miserable  fragment  of  com- 
merce, those  rights  which  were  purchased  by 
the  valor  and  the  blood  of  their  fathers. 

The  question  was  taken  on  striking  out  the 
first  section  of  the  bill  and  negatived— yeaa  24. 

Sattjbdat,  February  18. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  Maruadukb  Wil- 
UAica,  from  Korth  Carolina,  appeared  and  took 
his  seat  in  the  House. 
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Clar1c9afC$  History  ^  SUueery. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  Thomas  P.  Cope,  offermg  to  the  accept- 
ance of  Congress,  in  behalf  of  the  American 
Convention  for  promoting  the  abolition  of  sla- 
very and  improving  the  condition  of  the  Afti- 
cana,  lately  assembled  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, a  book,  entitled  "  Clarkson's  History  of 
Slavery,"  which  is  requested  to  be  deposited  in 
the  Library  of  Congress.  The  said  letter  was 
read ;  whereupon  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr. 
MiLNOB,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

JResolvedy  That  the  Speaker  be  reqaeated  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  and  acceptance  of  ^  Glarkson's 
History  of  Slavery,"  presented  by  the  American  Con- 
yention  for  promoting  the  abolition  of  aktvexy,  and 
improving  the  condition  of  the  Africans ;  and  that  ^e 
said  work  be  deposited  in  the  librazy. 

And  the  question  being  put  thereupon,  it  was 
resolved  in  the  affirmative-— 64  to  16. 


Nbnrlntercourw, 
Mr.  C]x>FT0H  said :  Mr.  Chairman,  being  one 
of  those  who  are  not  willing  to  exchange  the 
embargo  for  the  system  of  non^intercourse  now 
proposed,  I  move  you  to  strike  out  this  section 
of  the  bill  In  making  this  motion,  sir,  I  can- 
not say  tibat  I  entortam  much  hope  of  auccess, 
although  indeed  I  do  sincerely  wish  that  the 
motion  may  prevail.  It  has  been  uniformly  my 
Opinion,  ur,  and  still  la,  that  the  embargo  ought 
to  be  adhered  to  until  a  mt^jority  of  the  great 
body  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  should 

f  refer  war  itself  to  a  longer  continuance  of  it 
cannot  perceive  any  middle  course  between 
those  two  alternatives,  which  can  truly  main- 
tun  the  honor  of  the  nation ;  and  shall  this  na- 
tion descend  fi^om  that  ground  to  any  degree  of 
aubmilsion,  either  openly  or  covertly,  to  any 
nation  on  earth?  God  forbid,  or.  Forbid 
it  ev^ry  thing  that  is  dear  and  valuable  to  us  as 
members  of  a  free  and  ind^ndent  nation  I 

Long  indeed  has  our  country  sought  the  es- 
tablishment of  neutrality,  but  sought  it  honor- 
ablv.  The  great  and  prominent  object  with  the 
Umted  States,  as  to  their  exterior  relations, 
always  has  been  to  maintain  peace — ^but  to  main- 
tain it  honorably  and  consistently  witli  the 
rights  of  the  nation.  In  pursuit  of  this  object 
Great  Britain  will  receive  the  principal  benefit 
of  the  trade,  notwithstanding  the  prohibitions 
of  this  bill.  If  American  vessels  are  permitted 
to  go  out  at  all,  most  of  them  will  go,  if  not  to 
British  ports,  to  some  particular  ports,  as  has 
been  observed,  from  whence  Qreat  Britain  will 
flnafly  receive  their  cargoes;  and  in  a  short 
time,  perhaps,  upon  cheaper  terms  than  they 
oou^  be  obtained  for  in  our  own  ports;  and  I 
do  not  know  what  is  to  secure  them  from  cap- 
ture when  bound  to  other  ports,  if  they  &11  in 
with  British  cruisers,  unless  indeed  they  should 
go  into  British  ports,  pay  the  detestable  tribute 
and  accept  licenses;  ana  the  law  will  be  abnn- 
dastiy  evaded  by  smuggling  into  the  country  ar- 


ticles of  British  manufhcture^and  no  doubt, 
many  of  fVendi  manufacture  too.  Bendea,  nr, 
the  consequence  of  this  measure  very  probably 
will  be  war  at  last,  and  at  no  distant  period; 
a  war,  too,  which  will  o(Mnmence  imder  great 
disadvantages  to  our  own  oountir 

In  this  utuation  of  things,  Mr.  Chairman, 
under  this  accumulation  of  iiymies,  the  measure 
of  embargo  was  resorted  to— a  measure  having 
in  view  ia  counteraction  to  the  whole  system  <^ 
aggression  carried  on  against  the  United  States 
— a  measure  whidi  has  been  pursued  as  a  means 
<^  bringing  about  a  r^inquishment  of  that  atro- 
cious system  on  the  part  of  the  belllgetrents, 
and  a  redress  of  injuries  inflicted  on  us,  together 
with  the  preservation  of  peace.  Thi^  measors 
has  been  tiius  far  pursuea  for  these  great  pur- 
poses; and  it  has  bieen  patiently  borne  with  to 
this  day,  by  the  nation  at  large,  the  partial  dis- 
contents which  have  appeared  in  somepartioalar 
parts  of  the  country  only  exeepted.  The  nation 
at  large  has  cheerfrilly  acquiesced  in  the  priva- 
tions, the  inconveniences,  and  the  difficulties 
incident  to  such  a  state  of  things.  It  has  exhib- 
ited a  memorable  example  of  self-denial  in  sus- 
taining this  situation,  with  a  view  to  obtain  re- 
dress of  wrongs  and  recognition  of  its  maritima 
rights,  without  a  sacrifice  of  peace.  With  this 
object^  fair  and  honorable  negotiation  has  been 
rescMTted  to  from  time  to  time  for  a  series  of 
years.  By  this  means  Yedress  of  wrongs  has 
been  repeatedly  sought,  and  sought  in  vain. 
By  this  means  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  has  exerdsed  itself  to  procure  relinquish- 
ment of  outrages  and  violation  of  our  nentrsl 
rights;  but  as  c^n  have  all  its  effects  proved 
unavaUing.  No  wrong  redressed — ^no  cessation 
of  outrage  yet  appeared :  on  the  contrary  more 
numerous  and  more  aggravated  ones  followed 
in  quick  succession.  A  long  series  of  iigarious 
acts,  the  ofi&priuff  of  new  and  (if  possible)  more 
atrocious  principles  than  what  oonstituted  the 
pretended  ground  of  former  outrages,  were 
pressed  with  accumulating  wei^t  into  the  train 
of  former  outrages,  insomuch  that  those  which 
foUowed  after,  takea  along  witii  those  which 
had  preceded,  made  up  a  combined  j^stem 
which  threatened  to  sweep  from  the  ocean  al- 
most every  particle  of  canvas,  and  all  the  flotat- 
ingproperty  of  this  great  Republic. 

These,  su*,  are  the  objects  for  which  this 
measure  has  been  thus  far  and  so  patientiy  pur- 
sued. Great  and  momentous  objects,  and  wor- 
thy of  a  great  and  viagnanimons  nation  I  Why, 
then,  should  it  be  now  determined  at  all  events 
to  abandon  this  measure?  Why  should  it  be  so 
determined,  at  a  period  of  aU  others  most  pro- 
pitious to  the  embargo,  if  continued  and  execn- 
ted^a  period,  of  all  others,  I  think,  best  calcu- 
lated to  give  it  effect  by  this  House  manifesting 
a  firm  disposition  to  adhere  to  it  ?  For,  sir,  I 
consider  this  as  the  most  critical  period,  which 
could  posdbly  arrive,  as  to  the  reai  effect  of  the 
embargo.  I  consider  it  as  the  most  important 
period,  at  which  the  conduct  of  this  House 
mi^t  render  that  measure  effectually  eoeroirei 
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if  it  ever  can  be  made  so  at  all — and  why,  air, 
do  I  think  so?  Because,  in  the  first  place,  I 
conceive  it  cannot  even  be  a  question  whether 
the  Britifih  Government  has  not  calculated  on 
the  discontents,  which  appeared  in  some  partic- 
ular parts  of  the  Union,  so  as  to  derive  at  least 
some  expectation  therefrom  that  those  discon- 
tents might  mak^  such  impression  on  Congress 
as  to  induce  them  to  raise  the  embargo  in  the 
course  of  this  session.  Those  discontents,  no 
doubt,  excited  grateful  expectations  of  its  re> 
movaL  It  is  perfectly  natural  to  suppo«ie  that 
such  events  taking  place  in  any  part  of  this  coun- 
try must  have  produced  calculations  of  that  sort 
I  cannot  but  believe,  sir,  that  thev  have  looked 
forward  to  the  period  of  this  session,  with  anx- 
ious solioitnde,  to  mark  the  temper  of  Congress 
in  relation  to  this  very  interesting  subject ;  and, 
as  they  must  have  presumed  that  Congress  coula 
not  view  such  serioua  events  with  indifference, 
some  expectation  that  the  effect  might  be  so 
strong  as  to  induce  a  repeal  of  the  system  could 
scarcely  faU  to  be  the  conclusion.  Such  con- 
clusion was  to  be  expected,  even  if  the  extent 
of  dissatisfaction  had  been  fairly  reported  to 
them— even  had  it  been  in  no  degree  misrepre- 
sented. But,  sir,  there  are  a  thousi&id  chances 
to  one  that  the  reports,  which  conveyed  the  in- 
formation to  that  country,  greatly  exaggerated 
the  &cts — that  the  picture  was  drawn  in  much 
stronger  colors  than  were  consistent  with  the 
real  truth — that  the  instances  of  discontent 
were  stated  not  only  to  have  been  deeper  in 
their  natore  than  they  really  were,  but  that  a 
much  larger,  nnmber  of  persons  had  partaken  of 
it  than  really  did — ^that  a  spirit  of  disaffection 
had  spread  itself  far  and  wide.  Not  a  shadow 
of  doubt  rests  on  my  mind,  sir,  that,  in  all  re- 
spects whatever,  the  unpleasant  occurrences  to 
which  I  have  alluded,  were  greatly  magnified, 
^ith  these  circumstances  others  have  combined 
to  render  the  embargo  inefficacious  as  yet,  or  at 
least  to  prevent  it  from  having  its  full  effect.  It 
18  to  be  recollected,  sir,  that  very  soon  after  the 
law  laying  an  embargo  was  passed  efforts  were 
made  to  render  it  unpopular  and  to  excite  dissat- 
isfaction. Dissatisfactions  were  not  only  excited ; 
hat  many  unprincipled  persons  found  means  to 
evade  the  law  and  make  exportations  contrary 
to  its  providons.  Under  a  combination  of  cir- 
comstanees,  then,  so  encouraging  to  the  hopes 
of  the  British  Government  as  those  must  have  ap- 
peared to  them,  the  continuance  of  their  Orders 
in  Council  until  the  temper  of  Congress,  during 
this  session,  could  be  known  to  them,  is  not 
mach  to  be  wondered  at.  The  hope  of  ultimate 
BQccess  in  rendering  our  commerce  tributary  to 
them,  which  those  circumstances,  no  doubt, 
contributed  not  a  little  to  inspire,  with  such  a 
pvemment,  was  of  itself  sufficient  ground  to 
induce  a  continuance  of  those  orders.  Long  ex- 
perience of  British  policy,  which  the  United 
States  have  had,  justifies  this  opinion.  Long 
experience  of  a  systematic  design  in  that  gov- 
ernment to  shaclde  our  commerce  and  subject 
it  to  their  arbitrary  restrictions,  leaves  no  room 
You  IV.--3 


to  doubt  of  their  disposition  to  pursue  that  de- 
sign until  the  conduct  of  this  Government  should 
convince  them  of  its  total  inefficacy  to  produce 
the  object  sought  for.  The  slightest  prospect 
of  succeeding  in  their  design,  however  delusive 
that  prospect  might  be.  keeps  up  their  hopes 
until  the  delusion  vanishes.  It  remains,  then, 
for  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  at  this 
very  interesting  crisis,  to  dispel  that  delusion 
by  a  firm  adherence  to  this  measure,  and  thus 
to  disperse  every  gleam  of  hope  which  may 
have  resulted  from  the  circumstances  of  discon- 
tent which  had  appeared,  and  the  evasions  of 
the  law  which  took  place  in  the  country.  At 
this  truly  critical  period,  to  which  their  anxious 
attention  has  been  directed,  let  this  body  man- 
ifest an  infiexible  perseverance,  and  demonstrate 
to  them  that  all  their  hopes,  founded  on  those 
or  any  other  circumstances,  are  vain  indeed. 
Let  it  be  demonstrated  to  them  that  this  Gov- 
ernment cannot  only  resolve  upon,  and  carry 
into  effect,  measures  of  ener^,  though  attended 
with  inconveniences  and  difficulties,  but  that  it 
can  pursue  such  measures  so  long  as  they  shall 
be  deemed  expedient  for  the  object  in  view. 
Let  every  declaration  and  every  conception 
concerning  the  American  character,  as  a  nation, 
in  respect  to  its  cherishing  an  overweening  at- 
tachment to  gain,  so  as  to  be  willing  to  submit 
to  indignities  for  the  sake  of  it,  be  completely 
falsified.  Let  it  be  demonstrated,  beyond  a 
possibility  of  doubt,  that  there  exists  not  in  the 
great  body  of  the  people  of  this  country  any 
love  of  gain  comparable  to  the  love  of  real  na- 
tional independence  and  freedom;  that  this 
love  of  national  independence  and  freedom  an- 
imates the  true  American  soul  far  beyond  any 
other  sentiment,  and  that,  in  support  of  it,  the 
greatest  sacrifices  of  interest  are  cheerfully  ac- 
quiesced in.  But,  sir,  what  will  be  the  infer- 
ence drawn  from  this  measure  proposing  a  re- 
peal of  the  embargo,  as  it  does,  after  it  shall 
have  been  adopted.  Will  it  not  justify  asser- 
tions, that  this  Government  has  not  stability  or 
firmness  enough  to  carry  into  effect  energetic 
measures,  or  such  as  check  the  current  of  wealth 
for  any  considerable  time  from  flowing  into  the 
country?  Such  assertions,  or  assertions  to  that 
effect,  have,  I  believe,  been  frequently  made; 
and  they  have  been  often  repelled  by  words  as 
slanderous  reproaches  on  the  Government.  Sir, 
let  us  not  take  from  them  the  demerit  of  being 
slanderous,  by  affording  any  ground  for  the  jus- 
tification. But  I  fear,  sir,  I  greatly  fear,  that  a 
repeal  of  the  embargo  laws,  as  now  proposed, 
wUl  go  far  towards  justifying  such  assertions. 

This  is  a  period  of  our  political  existence,  Mr. 
Chairman,  which  renders  firmness  in  the  coun- 
cils of  the  nation  peculiarly  requisite.  The 
crisis  is  vastly  momentous  and  trying,  and  at- 
tended with  circumstances,  both  from  within 
and  from  without,  which  strongly  call  for  deci- 
sion in^the  Legislature.  The  existence  of  the 
Government  seems  almost  to  depend  upon  their 
firmness  and  decision.  Whilst  the  members  of 
this  body  respect  the  rights  of  individuals,  let 
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them  consider  the  conseqaence  of  being  driven 
from  a  measure  of  great  importance  by  the 
conduct  of  a  small  part  of  the  commnnity.  It 
is  the  duty  of  each  part  equally  to  respect  and 
obey  the  laws ;  and  if  apprehension  of  the  con- 
sequence of  a  faction,  clamoring  against  the  acts 
of  the  Government,  should  deter  it  from  pursu- 
ing its  course,  such  would  be  an  alarming  mani- 
festation of  its  weakness.  Sir,  I  fear  for  the 
Government,  almost  to  trembling.  I  feel  emo- 
tions which  I  cannot  express.  It  is  at  a  point 
of  awftil  trial  and  responsibility.  The  system 
which,  it  appears,  is  about  to  be  abandoned, 
will  be  exchanged  for  a  miserable  one,  which, 
on  our  return  to  our  homes,  will  not  draw  on 
US  many  smiles. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Olopton  was  negatived, 
69  to  85. 

Mr.  MiLNOB  moved  to  amend  the  same  sec- 
tion so  as  to  strike  out  the  exception,  and  making 
the  repeal  of  the  embargo  total. 

Mr.  Yabnitm  supported  this  motion.  If  the 
non-intercourse  system  was  to  prevail,  he 
thought  it  made  much  more  intelligible  to  the 
revenue  officers  by  rep>ealing  the  embargo  laws, 
and  enacting  the  non-intercourse  as  a  new  sys- 
tem throughout.  He  spoke  in  favor  of  the  re- 
peal of  the  embargo  laws,  stating  the  evasions 
which  had  taken  nlace,  and  that  these  evasions 
had  not  been  connned  to  any  particular  section 
of  the  Union.  He  observed  that  a  partial  repeal 
of  the  embargo  would  destroy  all  the  coercive 
effects  of  l^e  measure,  inasmuch  as  produce 
would  be  let  out,  and  would  find  its  way  to 
every  quarter  of  the  world.  Mr.  V.  observed 
that  were  the  amendments  agreed  to,  he  should 
be  ready  to  go  with  gentlemen  in  anv  other 
practicable  measure  which  they  would  select 
for  maintaining  our  rights. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Milnor  was  negatived,  57 
to  58. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the 
bill ;  and  the  House  a<](journed  without  consider- 
ing the  report. 


Fbidat,  March  8. 
Adjournment, 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
stating  that  they  had  appointed  a  committee  in 
conjunction  with  such  committee  as  should  be 
appointed  by  the  House,  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent of  tibe  United  States,  and  inform  him  that 
they  had  concluded  the  business  pending  before 
them,  and  were  ready  to  adjourn.  A  commit- 
tee was  appointed  on  the  pui  of  this  House  to 
join  the  committee  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Smilib  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Retdvedy  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  pre- 
jiented  to  Joseph  B.  YAiuruM,  in  testimony  of  their 
approbation  of  his  conduct  in  the  discharge  of  the 
ardnovs  and  important  duties  assigned  to  him  whilst 
in  the  Chair.  ^ 

Mr.  Bow  AN  moved  that  it  be  postponed  indefi- 
nitely.    Messrs.  Rowak  and  Lton  supported 


the  motion ;  and  Messrs.  Eppbs  and  Jackbos 
opposed  it 

The  resolution  passed,  66  to  9. 

The  Spbakbb  retnmed  his  acknowledgments 
to  the  House  for  this  tribute  of  their  approbattcoi, 
as  follows: 
Gtndemen  of  the  ffouse  of  RepraetOativtM  : 

The  kind  expression  of  yonr  approbation  of  my 
conduct,  in  the  dischaige  of  the  duties  which  yoa 
have  been  pleased  to  assign  me  as  Speaker  of  the 
House,  affords  me  that  consolation  which  an  appror- 
ing  conscience  alone  can  surpass.  Ton  will  please, 
gentlemen,  to  accept  my  thanks  for  the  liberalhy  and 
candor  which  you  have  uniformly  manifested  towards 
me :  and  be  assured,  that  the  friendly  aid  which  I 
have  experienoed  from  yon  in  the  dischaige  of  my 
official  duty,  has  made  a  deep  impression  on  the 
a£Eections  of  my  heart,  which  length  of  time  cannot 
eradicate. 

Mr.  GuTTs,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  President,  reported  that  tbey  bad 
performed  that  duty,  and  that  the  Pre»dent 
had  informed  them  that  he  had  no  further  com- 
mnnication  to  make. 

And  the  House  ai^onmed  tine  die.* 

*  This  wss  the  end  of  Mr.  Jeflbnon's  sdministrstloii ;  aod, 
notwithstanding  the  parehsse  of  LoaisUins,  (the  aimiuJ  is- 
teiest  on  the  cost  of  which  had  to  be  iMld,)  and  the  greatly 
extended  frontier  which  required  to  be  goaided,  tlie  srstem 
of  order  and  economy  which  he  cherished  enabled  him  to 
cany  on  the  goyemment  (ontil  the  prlyations  of  the  em- 
bargo and  non-lnteroooise)  without  Increase  of  datiesi)  and 
with  a  moderation  of  cost  which  shoold  form  the  stody  and 
the  imitation  of  succeeding  administrations.  The  duties 
remained  at  the  same  moderate  rates  as  belS»re — tlio  ad  ro- 
lorema,  12i,  16,  and  20  per  centum ;  the  specifics  (increased 
in  number)  were  not  Increased  in  rate;  the  tne  list  not 
only  remslnod  undiminished,  but  was  happily  aogxnented 
by  the  addition  of  salt  The  ayerage  of  the  ad  vaiortma 
was  still  about  18  per  cent,  and  almost  all  fell  upon  the  ISJ 
per  centum  class— the  Importations  under  the  other  two 
daflses  being  inconsiderable,  to  vni^  only  about  half  a  mil- 
lion, (1920,000.)  subject  to  the  SO  per  centum ;  and  only  a 
little  oyer  nine  millions  under  the  15  per  centum ;  wbOe  the 
imports  under  the  12i  per  centum  class  amounted  to  above 
thirty^x  millions  of  dolhirs.  The  articles  used  by  the 
body  of  the  people  fell  into  this  class,  (the  other  two  nlawsfi 
embracing  articles  which  might  be  called  luxuries,)  so  that 
12i  per  centum  upon  the  yalue  may  be  oonsidered  as  the 
duty  which  fell  upon  the  country.  The  expenses  of  eoUec- 
tion  still  remslned  at  about  4  per  centum,  and  the  reyenuo 
cutter  senrloe  (there  being  but  little  temptation  to  smuggle 
under  such  low  duties)  cost  but  a  trifle ;  and  the  spedfle 
list  being  considerable,  the  number  of  custom  house  ofll- 
cers  and  agents  was  incon^derable.  The  reyenne  ooUected 
tram  the  ad  wUorwn  duties  was  about  seyen  millions  of 
dollars;  that  from  spedflcs  about  nine  millions— leaving  six- 
teen millions  for  the  net  reyenue.  Of  that  sum  the  one- 
half  (just  eight  millions)  went  to  meet  the  interest,  and 
part  of  the  principal,  of  the  public  debt  Of  the  remaioder 
there  went  to  the  military  and  Indian  departments  about 
two  and  three-quarter  millions ;  to  the  navy  about  one  mil- 
lion ;  to  tribute  to  Algiers,  (masked  under  the  name  of  lbr> 
eign  Intercourse,)  two  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  and  to  the 
ciyil  Ust,  embracing  the  whole  machinery  of  the  dyll  goy- 
emment,with  all  its  miscellaneous  expenses,  about  nino 
hundred  thousand  dollars— leaying  some  two  millions  sar^ 
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pins  after  aeeompliflhing  all  theae  obj«ota.  It  was  a  model 
admlniatntioa  of  the  govenunent  Mr.  JeffBraon^a  admin- 
litnrfioii  tenolaated  tho  8d  of  Maich,  1809,  bnt  ita  Ikir  flnan- 
cU  wOTktng  ceaaed  two  jeaia  before— with  the  breaking  up 
of  our  oommerce  under  the  Britlah  ordexa  In  eonncll,  and 
the  deereea  of  the  French  emperor,  and  the  meaanrea  of 
]iiiTaU<m  and  of  expenae  whioh  the  oondoet  of  Great  Bri- 
tito  and  of  France  brooght  upon  na.  The  two  laat  years  of 
Ui  administration  were  a  atrong  oontraat  to  the  alz  flrat, 
and  a  painltal  atmgg^e  agatnat  diminished  reTenne  and  in- 
oeaaed  expenaea,  ii^oiiea  and  insnlta  from  abroad,  and  prep- 


aration for  war  with  one  of  the  greatest  powera  In  the 
world,  while  doing  no  wrong  ourselyes^  and  onl/  asking  for 
what  the  lawa  of  nations  and  of  nature  allowed  ns— a 
friendly  neutrality,  and  exemption  flrom  the  eyils  of  a  war 
with  which  we  had  no  concern.  Preparation  for  war  was 
then  a  tedious  and  expensive  proceaa ;  embargo,  non-inter- 
courae,  fortiflcattona,  ahipa,  militia,  regular  troopa.  All  this 
la  now  Buperaeded  by  railroads  and  Tolnnteers,  ready  at  any 
moment  to  annihilate  any  inyading  force;  and  by  priya- 
teers,  ready  to  dilye  the  commerce  of  any  nation  fh>m  the 
ocean. 
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ELEVENTH  C0NGRESS.-F1RST  SESSION. 


BEGUN   AT   THE  CITY  OF  WASHINGTON,  MAY  22,   1809. 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,— JAMES  MADISON. 


PEOOEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE.* 


MONDAY,  May  22, 1809. 
Oonformably  to  the  act  passed  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, entitled  '^  An  act  to  alter  the  time  for  the 
next  meeting  of  Congress,"  the  first  session  of 
the  eleventh  Congress  commenced  this  day,  and 
the  Senate  assembled  in  their  chamber,  at  the 
city  of  Washington. 

Geobob  Clinton,  Vice  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  President  of  the  Senate. 

Nicholas  Gilican  and  Nahum  Pabexb,  from 
New  Hampshire. 

Tdcotht  PicKEBiNa,  from  Massachusetts. 

Jambs  Hillhousb  and  Chaunoby  Goodbioh, 
from  Connecticat. 

'  Elisha  Mathbwson  and  Fbanois  Malbone, 
from  Rhode  Island. 

Jonathan  Robinson,  from  Vermont 

John  Lambbbt,  from  New  Jersey. 

Andbbw  Gbboo  and  Miohabl  Lbib,  from 
Pennsylvania. 

Samubl  Whttb,  from  Delaware. 

Samubl  Smith,  from  Maryland. 

WiLLLAM  B.  Giles,  from  Virginia. 

Jesse  Fbanklin  and  Jambs  Tubnbb,  irom 
North  Carolina. 

John  Gaillabd,  from  South  Carolina. 

BuosNBB  Thbuston,  from  Kentucky. 

Rbtubn  Jonathan  libciGS,  jr.,  from  Ohio. 

Joseph  Andbbson,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth 
day  of  March  last ;  and  Obadiah  Gbbman,  ap- 
pointed a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the 


•LIST  OF  MEMBEBa  OF  THE  SENATE. 
y&uj  n'afnp8Mr$.—'Sic\idlta  Oilman,  Naham  Parker. 
Mat9achuuU8.—T\moihj  Pickering. 
OonMeUeut.— James  HlUhonae,  Ghaoncey  Goodrich. 
Bhods  /•2an4.— Ellfiha  MathewBon,  Francis  Ifalbone. 
Ftfrmont— Jonathan  Boblnaon,  Stephen  B.  Bradley. 
jr&w  Forix— John  Smith. 
y&w  JerMy.— John  Lambert,  John  Gondii 
pMfMyJMMUow— Andrew  Gregg,  Michael  Ldh. 


State  of  New  York,  for  the  term  of  aox  years, 
commencing  on  the  fourth  day  of  March  last, 
severally  produced  their  credentials,  which 
were  read ;  and  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  hav- 
ing been  administered  to  them,  they  took  their 
seats  in  the  Senate. 

Orderedy  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives  that  a  quorum  of  the 
Senate  is  assembled  and  ready  to  proceed  to 
business. 

Besokedy  That  each  Senator  be  supplied,  dur- 
ing the  present  session,  with  three  such  news- 
papers, printed  in  any  of  the  States,  as  he  may 
choose,  provided  that  the  same  be  furnished  at 
the  usual  rate  for  the  annual  charge  <^  such 
papers :  and,  provided  also,  that  if  any  Setiator 
shall  choose  to  take  any  newspapers  other  than 
daily  papers,  he  shall  be  suppUea  with  as  many 
such  papers  as  shall  not  exceed  the  price  of 
three  dally  papers. 

BesohedL^h&t  James  Mathers,  Sergeant-at- 
Arms  and  Doorkeeper  to  the  Senate,  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  authorized  to  employ  one  assistant 
and  two  horses,  for  the  purpose  of  performing 
such  services  as  are  usually  requii^  by  the 
Doorkeeper  to  the  Senate ;  and  that  the  sum 
of  twenty-eight  dollars  be  allowed  him  weekly 
for  that  purpose,  to  commence  with,  and  renudn 
during  the  session,  and  for  twenty  days  after. 

Messrs.  Andbbson  and  Gilman  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate, 
together  with  such  committee  as  may  be  v^ 
pointed  by  the  House  of  Representatives  on 
their  part,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  notify  him  that  a  quorum  of  the 

2>e2ai0are.— Samuel  White,  Jamea  A.  Bayard. 
Maryland.— %amxxiii\  Smith,  Philip  Beed. 
Flr^nio.— WUliam  a  Qilea,  Richard  Brent 
Iforth  Carolina.— Jeaae  Franklin,  Jamea  Tamer. 
South  Oarolin<L— John  Oatllard. 
(^eor^ta.— William  H.  Gnwfoid. 
iTentticI^.— Bnckner  Thmaton,  John  Pope. 
reruMMMb-^oeeph  Anderson,  Jenkin  Whiteside. 
OMo.— Betun  Jonathan  Meigs,  Jr.,  Stanley  Qriawold. 
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Mat,  1809.] 


President^i  Meuage. 


[Senais- 


two  Houses  is  assembled  and  ready  to  receive 
EDj  commimicationB  that  he  may  be  pleased  to 
make  to  them. 

A  message  from  the  Honse  of  Bepresenta- 
tires  informed  the  Senate  that  a  qnomm  of  the 
HoQse  is  assembled,  and  thai  the  House  have 
elected  Joseph  B.  Vaenum,  Esq.,  one  of  the 
Representatives  for  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
their  Speaker,  and  are  ready  to  proceed  to  bus- 
iness. The  House  of  Representatives  have 
appointed  a  committee  on  their  part,  jointly 
with  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate, 
to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  notify  him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two 
Houses  is  assembled  and  ready  to  receive  any 
communications  that  he  may  be  pleased  to  make 
to  them. 


Tuesday,  May  28. 

Mr.  AiTDEBSON  reported,  from  the  joint  com- 
mittee, that  they  had  waited  on  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  informed  the  committee  that 
he  would  make  a  communication  to  the  two 
Houses  at  12  o'clock  this  day. 

James  Lloyd,  jr.,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  for 
six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth  day  of 
March  last,  attended  and  produced  his  creden- 
tials; which  were  read. 

Fresidenfs  Meisage, 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PsESIDEZirT  OF  THE  UkITED  StATES  *. 

FeUo»<itisefu  of  the  Senate  • 

and  House  of  Repreaemiatives : 

On  this  first  oocanon  of  meeting  yon,  it  affords  me 
much  satisfaction  to  be  able  to  commnnicate  the* 
commencement  of  a  fitvorable  change  in  our  foreign 
rehtions,  the  critical  state  of  which  induced  a  session 
of  CoDgreas  at  this  early  period. 

In  oonaeqnenoe  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  inter- 
dieting  commercial  interconrae  with  Great  Britain 
and  France,  oax  Ministers  at  London  and  Paris  were, 
witboat  delay,  instmcted  to  let  it  be  understood  by 
the  French  and  British  GoTemments  that  the  au- 
thority vested  in  tiie  Execntive  to  renew  commercial 
intercourse  with  their  respective  nations  would  be 
ezerciaed  in  the  case  specified  by  that  act. 

Soon  after  these  instructions  were  dispatched,  it 
wu  fonnd  that  the  British  Government,  anticipating 
fium  eariy  proceedings  of  Congress,  at  their  last 
ttasiofn,  the  state  of  our  laws,  which  has  hod  the 
effect  of  placing  the  two  belligerent  powers  on  a 
footing  of  equal  restrictions,  and,  relying  on  the  con- 
dliatoiy  di^xMition  of  the  United  States,  had  trans- 
mitted to  their  legation  here  provisional  instructional 
not  only  to  offer  satisfaction  for  the  attack  on  the 
frigate  Chesapeake,  and  to  make  known  the  deter- 
mination of  His  Britannic  Majesty  to  send  an  Envoy 
Extraordinaxy,  with  powers  to  conclude  a  treaty  on 
all  the  points  between  the  two  countries ;  bat,  more- 
ofer,  to  signify  his  willingness,  in  the  mean  time,  to 
vitbdnw  his  Orders  in  Couuoil,  in  the  persuasion 
that  the  interoourse  with  Great  Britain  would  he  re- 
newed on  the  part  of  the  United  States^ 

These  steps  of  the  British  Government  led  to  the 


correspondence  and  the  prodamation  now  laid  be- 
fore you,  by  virtue  of  which  the  commerce  between 
the  two  countries  will  be  renewable  after  the  10th 
day  of  June  next 

Whilst  I  take  pleasure  in  doing  justice  to  the  coun- 
cils of  Bis  Britannic  Majesty,  which,  no  longer  ad- 
hering to  the  policy  which  made  an  abandonment 
by  France  of  her  decrees  a  prerequisite  to  a  revocation 
of  the  British  orders,  have  substituted  the  amicable 
course  which  has  issued  thus  happily,  I  cannot  do 
less  than  refer  to  the  proposal  heretofore  made  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  embracing  a  like  res- 
toration of  the  suspended  commerce,  as  a  proof  of 
the  spirit  of  accommodation  which  has  at  no  time 
been  intermitted,  and  to  the  result  which  now  calls 
for  our  congratulations,  as  corroborating  the  princi- 
ples by  which  the  public  councils  have  been  gtuded 
during  a  period  of  the  most  tiying  embarrassments. 

The  discontinuance  of  the  British  orders,  as  they 
respect  the  United  States,  having  been  thus  airanged, 
a  communication  of  the  event  has  been  forwarded  in 
one  of  our  public  vessels  to  our  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiaxy  at  Paris,  with  instmctions  to  avail  himself  of  the 
important  addition  thereby  made  to  the  considerations 
which  press  on  the  justice  of  the  French  Government 
a  revocation  of  its  decrees,  or  such  a  modification  of 
them  as  that  they  shall  cease  to  violate  the  neutral 
commerce  of  the  United  States. 

The  revision  of  our  commercial  laws,  proper  to 
adapt  them  to  the  arrangement  which  has  taken 
place  with  Great  Britain,  will  doubtiess  engage  the 
early  attention  of  Congress.  It  will  be  worthy,  at 
the  same  time,  ot  their  just  and  provident  care,  to 
make  such  further  alterations  in  the  laws  as  will 
more  especially  protect  and  foster  the  several 
branches  of  manufacture,  which  have  been  recentiy 
instituted  or  extended  by  the  laudable  exertions  of 
our  citizens. 

Under  the  existing  aspect  of  our  affairs,  I  have 
thought  it  not  inconsistent  with  a  just  precaution,  to 
have  the  g^boats,  with  the  exception  of  those  at 
New  Orleans,  placed  in  a  situation  incurring  no  ex- 
pense beyond  that  requisite  for  their  preaervation 
and  conveniency  for  future  service,  and  to  have  the 
crews  of  those  at  New  Orleans  reduced  to  the  num- 
ber required  for  their  navigation  and  safety. 

I  have  thought,  also,  that  our  citizens,  detached  in 
quotas  of  militia,  amounting  to  one  hundred  thousand, 
under  the  act  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eight,  might  not  improperly  be  relieved  from 
the  state  in  which  they  were  held  for  immediate 
service.  A  discharge  of  them  has  beoi  accordingly 
directed. 

The  progress  made  in  raising  and  organking  the 
additional  military  force,  for  which  pnMsion  was 
made  by  the  act  cS  April,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eight,  together  with  the  disposition  of  the 
troops,  will  appear  by  a  report  which  the  Secretary 
of  War  is  preparing,  and  which  will  be  laid  before 
you. 

Of  the  additional  frigates  required  by  an  act  of 
the  last  session  to  be  fitted  for  actual  service,  two 
are  in  readhiess,  one  nearly  so,  and  the  fourth  is  ex- 
pected to  be  ready  in  the  month  of  July.  A  report 
which  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  preparing  on  the 
subject,  to  be  laid  before  Congress,  will  show,  at  the 
same  time,  the  progress  made  in  olBcering  and  man- 
ning these  ships.  It  will  show,  also,  the  degree  in 
which  the  provisions  of  the  act  relating  to  the  other 
public  armed  ships  have  been  carriea  into  execor 
tion. 
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It  will  rest  frith  the  judgment  of  Congress  to  de- 
cide how  far  the  change  in  our  external  prospects 
may  authorize  any  modifications  of  the  laws  relating 
to  the  Army  and  Navy  Establishments. 

The  works  of  defence  for  onr  seaport  towns  and 
harhgrs  hare  proceeded  with  as  mnch  activity  as  the 
season  of  the  year  and  other  circumstances  would  ad- 
mit. It  is  necessaxy,  however,  to  state  that  the  i^ 
propriations  hitherto  made  being  found  to  be  defi- 
cient, a  further  provinon  will  daim  the  early  con- 
sideration of  Congress 

The  whole  of  the  eight  per  cent  stock  remaining 
due  by  the  United  States,  amounting  to  five  millions 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  had  been  reimbursed 
on  the  last  day  of  the  year  1808.  And,  on  the  first 
day  of  April  last,  the  sum  in  the  Treasury  exceeded 
nine  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars.  This,  together 
with  the  receipts  of  the  current  year  on  account  of 
former  revenue  bonds,  will  probablv  be  nearly,  if 
not  altogether,  sufficient  to  defray  ttie  expenses  of 
the  year.  But  the  su^naon  ci  exports,  and  the 
consequent  decrease  of  importations,  during  the  last 
twelve  months,  wiU  necessarily  cause  a  great  di- 
minution in  tiie  receipts  of  tiie  year  one  tiiousand 
eight  hundred  and  ten.  After  that  year,  should  our 
foreign  relations  be  undisturbed,  the  revenue  will 
again  be  more  than  commensurate  to  all  the  ex- 
penditures. 

Aware  of  the  inconveniences  of  a  protracted  ses- 
don,  at  the  present  season  of  the  year,  I  forbear 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  any  mat- 
ters not  particulariy  ursent.  It  remains,  therefore, 
only  to  assure  you  of  tiie  fidelity  and  alacrity  with 
which  I  shall  co-operate  for  the  welfare  and  happi- 
ness of  our  country ;  and  to  pray  that  it  may  ex- 
perience a  continuance  of  the  Divine  blessings  by 
which  it  has  been  so  signally  favored. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

The  Messaffe  and  papers  acoompanyiDg  it 
were  read  and  five  hundred  copies  thereof  or- 
dered to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Wednbsdat,  May  24. 

John  Ooimrr,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Ezecntiye  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  in  the 
plaoe  of  Aaron  Kitchel,  resigned,  took  his  seat, 
and  his  credentials  were  read ;  and  the  Presi- 
dent administered  the  oat^  to  him  as  the  law 
prescribes. 

John  Pops,  from  the  State  of  Kentacky,  at- 
tended. 

Mr.  GiLBB  snbmitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Betolvedf  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Message 
as  relates  to  a  revision  of  our  commercial  laws,  for 
tiie  purpose  of  adapting  them  to  the  arrangement 
whidi  has  taken  place  with  Great  Britain,  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  with  instructions  to  examine 
the  same  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate;  and 
that  the  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 


President  administered  the  oath  to  him  as  the 
law  prescribes. 

BiGHABD  Bbent,  from  the  State  of  Yiiig^niai 
attended. 


Fbidat,  May  26. 
Jenkin  Whitbside,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Leg^latnre  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  for 
two  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth  of  March 
last,  in  plaoe  of  Daniel  Smith,  resigned,  took 
his  seat,  and  his  credentials  were  read ;  and  the 


Monday,  May  29. 
SenaUfT  Bemud  Smith,  of  Maryland, 

DUBATION  OF  A  PBO  TEX.  AFPOINTXSNT. 

The  Pbesidxnt  lud  before  the  Senate  a  let- 
ter from  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  stating  that 
being  appointed  by  the  Execntiye  of  that  State 
a  Senator  in  conformity  with  the  oonstitntion, 
until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Legislatore,  which 
will  take  place  on  the  6th  day  of  Jane  next,  he 
snbmits  to  the  determination  of  the  Senate  the 
qnestion,  whether  an  appointment  under  the 
Executive  of  Maryland,  to  represent  that  SUte 
in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  will  or  will 
not  cease  on  the  first  day  of  the  meeting  of  the 
Legislature  thereof?  and  the  letter  was  read; 
and,  after  debate,  it  was  agreed  that  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  be  postponed  nntil 
to-morrow. 


Wbdnsbdat,  May  81. 
Stephen  R.  Bbadlet,  from  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont, attended. 

Batttire  at  New  Orleam. 
Mr.  Giles  presented  the  memorial  of  Edward 
Livingston,  of  New  Orleans,  stating  that,  for  a 
long  time  prior  to  the  25th  January,  1804,  he 
was  in  peaceable  possession  of  a  parcel  of  land 
called  the  Battnre,  in  front  of  the  snbnrb  of 
St.  Mary'fi,  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  That, 
on  the  25th  of  January,  he  was  forcibly  remov- 
ed by  the  Marshal  of  the  district^  under  the 
orders  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
notwithstanding  an  injunction  had  been  granted 
by  the  superior  court  against  the  execution  of 
the  warrant ;  and  praymg  that  the  poaeessioa 
may  be  restored  to  him,  and  that  such  measures 
may  be  pursued  as  the  wisdom  of  Congress  may 
devise,  for  providing  a  legal  decision  on  the 
title  of  the  United  States,  if  it  shall  be  sup- 
posed they  have  any,  to  the  property  in 
question ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Giles,  Anderson,  HnxHOUBs, 
White,  and  Whiteside,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 


Thubsdat,  June  1. 

Nbn^Intercoune  Act—Eitended  to  aU  pMu 

armed  VeeeeU, 

Mr.  GiuES  offered  the  following  amendment 
to  the  first  section,  to  be  inserted  after  the 
word  "assembled:" 

"  That  the  provisions  of  ihe  two  first  sectioiis  of 
the  act,  entitled  *  An  act  to  interdict  the  oommerdal 
interconTM  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependencies,  and  for 
other  purposes,  shall  extend  to  all  public  armed 
ships  and  vessels  of  aU  foreign  nations,  and 
the  same  shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  oontiiiaed  and 
made  permanent,  idbject,  nevertiieJeM,  to  any  modi* 
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ficfttioDB  and  regulations  which  may  hereafter  he 
made  by  treaty." 

Mr.  G.  said  he  felt  himself  constrained  to 
move  this  amendment  at  this  time,  hecause  he 
fonnd  it  impossible  to  avoid  a  consideration  of 
the  subject  involved  in  it,  although  he  had  here- 
tofore hoped  that  it  would  not  neoessarily  pass 
in  review  dming  the  present  session.  He  said 
this  necessity  arose  from  the  limitation  of  these 
sections  of  the  act  at  the  last  session.  The 
eonnecdon  of  these  sections  with  the  commer- 
cial non-interoonrse  system,  was  contrary  to 
his  opinion  at  that'  time;  he  then  wished  the 
subject  to  betaken  up  and  acted  upon  in  a 
separate  bill.,  and  made  the  permanent  law  of  the 
land.  His  opinion  then  gave  way  to  the  respect 
he  felt  for  the  opinion  of  others.  This  will 
appear  from  the  resolution  he  then  moved, 
'*  to  extend  the  interdiction  to  the  public  armed 
shipe  and  vessels  of  all  foreign  nations*"  In 
consequence  of  connecting  that  subject  with 
the  general  commercial  non-intercourse,  and 
hmitang  its  duration  with  that  act,  it  was  now 
rendered  a  very  delicate  question.  His  propo- 
sition, however,  was,  to  do  now,  what  it  was 
right  to  have  done  at  the  last  session.  He  said 
that  the  proposition  was  founded  upon  the 
principle,  that  the  United  States  had  as  ab-, 
solute  and  nnqualified  a  right  to  exclusive  juris- 
diction over  the  marine  leagues  usually  attached 
to  independent  nations,  as  to  their  territorial 
jurisdictioo,  and  as  a  consequence  from  that 
principle,  foreign  nations  had  no  more  right  to 
send  armed  ^ips  within  our  acknowledged 
marine  jurisdiction,  than  they  had  to  send  an 
army  within  our  territorial  iurisdiction.  •  This 
proposition  is,  therefore,  merely  municipal,  form- 
ed upon  an  unquestionable  right,  and  it  is  dic- 
tated by  the  same  spirit  of  impartiality  as  that 
which  dictated  the  original  non-intercourse  law. 
Indeed,  it  appeared  to  him  the  only  impartial 
course  now  left  us,  as  it  respects  the  belliger- 
ents.  It  onght  to  preserve  the  most  perfect 
impartiality,  which,  Mr.  Canning  so  justly  tells 
us,  **  is  the  essence  of  neutrality." 

Mr.  G.  said  it  could  not  escape  observation, 
that,  in  the  overtures  made  by  the  British 
Cabinet  for  the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in 
Council  of  the  7th  of  January  and  the  11th  of 
November,  the  obligation  to  protect  our  neutral 
rights  against  France,  heretofore  offered  on  the 
part  of  our  Government,  in  case  of  her  per- 
severance in  her  hostile  edicts,  had  been  en- 
tirely overiooked,  or  unconditionally  dispensed 
with.  He  said  he  derived  much  satisfaction 
from  this  liberal  conduct  on  the  part  of  the 
British  Government,  because  it  manifested  a 
confidence  in  the  honor  and  firmness  of  our 
Government,  which  must  be  peculiarly  gratify- 
ing to  every  American ;  but  it  rather  increased 
than  lessened  the  obligation  to  persevere  in 
protecting  our  neutral  rights  against  French 
aggressions,  if  they  should  be  persevered  in, 
contrary  to  his  expectation. 

The  motive  or  ground  of  resisting  the  aggres- 
noDB  of  France  cannot,  under  this  overture,  be 


mistaken.  In  the  former  case,  it  might  have 
seemed  as  if  the  resistance  was  dictated  by  a 
stipulated  obligation  to  Great  Britain  to  make 
it  in  this ;  it  can  only  be  dictated  by  a  just 
sense  of  our  own  honor,  character,  and  inter* 
ests,  which  is  left  perfectly  uncontrolled  1^  the 
British  overture.  As  this  latter  motive  is  the 
more  honorable,  it  ought  to  be  the  more  scru- 
pulously adhered  to  and  enforced.  He  had 
no  hesitation  in  saying  he  had  uniformly  been 
mfluenced  by  this  motive  alone,  entirely  dis- 
connected with  any  stipulated  obligation  to 
Great  Britain ;  and  under  this  influence,  alone, 
he  would  be  found  at  all  times  as  ready  to  resist 
the  aggressions  of  France,  as  he  had  at  any  time 
been  those  of  Great  Britain,  if  they  ^ovJd, 
unfortunately,  be  persevered  in ;  but,  at  tiie 
same  time,  he  wished  to  take  away  ever^  pre- 
text for  such  perseverance,  by  persevenng  in 
a  conduct  of  uie  strictest  and  most  scrupu- 
lous impartiality  toward  all  the  belligerents. 

At  the  last  session  he  bad  supposed,  under  the 
general  interdiction  of  all  foreign  armed  vessels, 
some  regulations  and  modifications,  as  excep- 
tions from  the  general  rule,  might  be  made  by 
law,  but  further  reflection  had  satisfied  him 
that  the  preferable  mode  was  by  treaty. 

He  would  state  two  or  three  reasons  for  this 
preference : 

1.  It  will  tend  to  avoid  collisions  with  all 
foreign  nations.  Regulations  made  by  law 
might  not  suit  the  views  of  foreign  nations, 
whereas  their  consent  would  be  necessary  in 
treaties. 

2.  It  will  give  us  the  aid  of  a  stipulated  ob- 
ligation on  the  part  of  the  foreign  nation  mak- 
ing the  treaty,  to  enforce  the  arrangement.  In 
the  case  of  Great  Britain  this  consideration  if 
of  great  importance.  Its  importance  resultt 
from  the  strength  of  her  navy,  compared  wi^ 
the  weakness  of  ours. 

8.  By  treaty  we  may  obtain  what  the  lawyers 
call  a  quid  pro  quo.  We  may  want,  at  ^po 
future  time,  the  use  of  some  British  ports,  <rhich 
she  would  readily  give  for  the  use  of  oui*.^  He 
said  he  would  act  liberally  with  her  in  this  re- 
spect; and,  he  believed,  consideriig  Great 
Britain  now  at  war,  and  the  United  States  at 
peace,  it  would  rather  accelerate  thait  retard  the 
expected  negotiation.  He  said  he  vas  as  much 
opposed  to  throwing  any  impetfnient  in  the 
way  of  the  expected  negotiation  ^  any  gentie- 
man  in  the  United  States. 

Great  Britain  cannot,  and  wdl  not  complain. 
The  municipal  right  nowprofosed  to  be  carried 
into  effect,  is  admitted  by  Great  Britain  in  its 
broadest  extent,  and  will  not  be  disputed  by 
Mr.  Canning  at  the  presert  moment.  This  will 
appear  from  Mr.  Canning's  declarations  in  the 
debates  of  the  last  ses8?on  of  Parliament.  He 
said  he  did  not  know  whether  it  was  correct  to 
read  newspapers  in  evidence,  to  ascertain  the 
opinions  and  expressions  of  the  speaker,  but  if 
the  Senate  would  5e  content  vrith  this  species 
of  evidence,  contained  in  a  Ministerial  paper,  he 
would  read  it  for  their  information.     Mr.  (jt. 
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then  read  the  following  extract  of  Mr.  Can- 
ning's speech,  taken  from  a  British  Ministerial 
paper : 

Extract  from  Mr,  Cannmg's  tpeech  mi  Parliament, 
"A4  the  time  the  application  for  a  oompromise 
had  heen  made  bj  the  American  Government,  there 
was  an  order  in  force  excluding  British  ships  of  war 
from  the  American  ports,  while  French  ships  of  war 
were  admitted  into  them ;  and,  consequently,  if  the 
terms  offered  by  America  had  been  accepted,  onr 
commerce  would  have  been  permitted  to  America 
without  a  ship  of  war  to  protect  it,  while  the  French 
commerce  would  be  excluded,  at  the  same  time  that 
French  ships  of  war  would  be  admitted  if  they  could 
succeed  in  getting  there.  The  ports  of  .^erica 
would  become  nests  for  French  privateers  against 
British  commerce.  As  to  the  tendency  of  the  meas- 
ures in  agitation  in  America,  he  could  affi>rd  the 
right  honorable  gentleman  some  consolation,  by  as- 
suring him  that  they  would  not  have  all  the  iU  conse- 
quences he  seemed  to  apprehend.  A  circumstance 
appeared  by  tiie  report  of  the  committee  of  Congress, 
though  clothed  in  hostile  language,  which,  if  made 
known  to  His  Majesty's  Government  in  amicable 
terms,  might  have  led  to  the  acceptance  of  the  terms 
proposed.  The  circumstance  he  alluded  to  was  the 
resolution  for  excluding  from  American  ports  the 
ships  of  war  not  of  Great  Britain,  but  of  the  belli- 
gerents. The  Americans,  in  their  character  of  neu- 
trals, had  unquestionably  a  right  to  exclude  the  ships 
of  war  of  both  belligerents  from  their  ports,  but 
could  not  confine  them  exclusively  to  those  of  one  of 
the  belligerents  without  a  violation  of  that  impar- 
tiality which  is  the  essence  of  the  neutral  character. 
Yet,  when  that  propomtion  should  be  disposed  of, 
the  whole  of  the  difficulty  would  not  be  surmounted, 
as  much  would  still  remain  to  be  accommodated. 
Another  point,  in  which  fault  had  been  charged  upon 
his  conduct  with  respect  to  America,  was  hb  having 
^ated  that  the  system  would  not  be  given  up  while 
fie  smallest  link  of  the  confederation  against  Great 
Bitaln  existed." 

it  will  be  observed  that  two  important  con- 
clnslons  may  be  dednced  from  these  observa- 
tions* 1.  That  the  exercise  of  this  municipal 
right  39  miqnestionable.  2.  That  Mr.  Canning's 
objectiqi  to  its  former  exercise  by  proclamation 
was  to  it)  limitation,  not  its  extension. 

His  objection  is  to  its  exercise  against  Great 
Britain  exclusively  and  not  against  her  enemies. 
At  the  time  of  making  his  speech,  Mr.  Canning 
thought  the  interdiction  was  extended  to  all 
the  belligerents;  in  which  case,  so  far  from 
complaining  0?  its  exercise,  he  says  it  would 
furnish  anindu^ment  to  an  accommodation, 
and  his  instructhns  to  Mr.  Erskine  were,  no 
doubtj  given  under  this  expectation:  This  was 
the  ground  taken  by  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee of  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  the  last 
session,  and  the  Senate  went  further,  by  extend- 
ing the  interdiction  to  the  public  armed  ships 
of  all  foreign  nations ;  those  of  peace  as  well  as 
those  of  war.  This  gave  the  transaction  more 
strongly  the  character  of  a  E^ere  municipal  regu- 
lation. This  principle  was  narrowed  down,  in 
this  bill,  to  apply  merely  to  Great  Britain  and 
France,  and  left  out  altogether  the  other  belli- 


gerent powers.  Mr.  Canning  will  probably  be 
much  surprised  at  this  limitation  |  and  conceive 
hostility  more  pointed  than  he  had  anticipated ; 
some  of  the  points  may,  however,  be  a  little 
blunted  by  including  France,  the  most  operating 
and  unmanageable  of  her  enemies.  He  said 
be  did  not  wish  to  go  one  atom  beyond  Mr. 
Canning's  opinion  upon  this  occasion.  He  took 
great  pleasure  in  concurring  with  Mil,  Canning 
upon  this  point.  It  was  the  first  instance  in 
which  he  had  concurred  in  opinion  with  the 
gentieman ;  but  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  the 
last,  especially  when  the  opinion  favored  the 
rights  and  promoted  the  interest  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Canning  must  have  acted  under  thia  im- 
pression when  he  agreed  to  make  the  honorable 
reparation  be  had  done  for  the  unanthorized  at- 
tack upon  the  Chesapeake,  without  requiring  a 
previous  revocation  ofthe  interdiction  of  British 
ships.  As  this  revocation  was  not  demanded 
nor  promised,  the  arrangement  now  ought  to 
be  made  on  general  principles  of  justice.  He 
said,  without  feeling  or  expressing  any  regret 
at  any  thing  he  had  said  or  proposed  at  the  Last 
session,  he  was  now  as  willing  as  any  genti^nan 
to  reciprocate  the  temper  lately  xnamfeeted  by 
the  British  Government,  so  opposite  in  its  char- 
acter and  tendency  from  that  manifested  by  the 
Cabinet  for  several  years  preceding.  He  said 
that  no  gentieman  had  yet  manifested  an  inten- 
tion of  removing  the  interdiction  upon  British 
armed  ships,  until  she  had  actually  executed  her 
promise  of  reparation ;  and,  if  the  execution  of 
the  promise  were  to  precede  the  revocation  of 
the  interdiction,  the  mode  of  revocation  by 
treaty,  as  pointed  out  by  his  proposition,  would 
be  nearly  contemporaneous  with  that  proposed 
by  gentlemen,  if  now  enacted  into  a  law,  and  it 
would  have  an  evident  advantage,  as  it  respect- 
ed  the  feelings  of  Great  Britain.  The  mode 
recommended  by  gentiemen  is  tbunded  upon  a 
want  of  confidence  in  the  promise  of  Great 
Britain,  and  an  ungracious  demand  for  its  exe- 
cution, as  preliminary  to  the  revocation,  while 
the  mode  pointed  out  by  treaty,  is  founded  upon 
a  confidence  in  the  promise ;  and,  without  re- 
quiring its  execution,  will  insure  onr  own 
sisifety  by  the  mere  exercise  of  municipal  right ; 
a  right  which  is  unquestionable;  vouched  to  be 
so  by  Mr.  Canning,  and  the  exercise  of  which  is 
impartial  toward  all  nations,  by  extending  its 
provisions  equally  to  all  He  said  that  almost 
all  the  injuries  and  insults  sustained  by  the 
United  States  from  public  armed  ships  of  the 
belligerents  within  our  waters,  were  attributable 
to  an  inattention  to  the  exercise  of  this  right, 
and,  relax  the  interdiction  when  you  may,  with- 
out a  stipulated  obligation  on  the  part  of  the 
belligerents,  to  respect  your  neutrality,  and  your 
marine  jurisdiction,  they  will  be  renewed  and 
continued. 

The  principle  contended  for  is  not  new.  It 
has  been  before  the  Senate  several  times,  and 
was  adopted  at  the  last  session  in  its  broadest 
extent,  as  will  appear  from  the  following  reso- 
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hition,  which  he  then  had  the  honor  of  mov* 
ing.  It  does  not  appear  from  the  Journals  of 
tiie  Senate,  that  there  was  any  opposition  to 
the  following  resolution,  which  wad  adopted  on 
the  15th  of  Fehmaiy  kst: 

''The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  8th  instant,  that  provision  ought 
to  he  made  hj  law  for  interdicting  all  foreign  armed 
■hipe  from  the  waters  of  the  United  States ;  and  hav- 
ing agreed  thereto,  ordered  that  it  be  referred  to  Mr. 
Giles,  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  Mr.  Crawford,'*  &c. 

He  said  he  was  extremely  happy  to  find  the 
spirit  of  harmony  and  conciliation  which  had 
hitherto  characterized  the  Senate,  and  he  should 
endeavor  to  preserve  and  continue  it;  and, 
while  he  was  strongly  impressed  with  the  pro- 
priety and  policy  of  the  amendment,  yet  he 
was  wining  to  listen  to  any  other  which  might 
be  more  agreeable  to  gentlemen,  provided  it 
was  found^  upon  a  principle  of  strict  imparti- 
ality toward  the  beHigerents,  which  he  could 
not  be  induced  to  depart  from  under  any  cir- 
cumstances. 

When  Mr.  G.  had  concluded,  the  farther  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  was  postponed  untU 
to-morrow. 


Friday,  June  2. 

Peolip  Ksed,  from  the  Static  of  Maryland,  at- 
tended. 

Stanley  Gkiswold,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  to  fill  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Ed- 
ward TlfSn,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

JoBor  Smith,  from  the  State  of  New  York, 
attended. 


Monday,  June  5. 
J)eath  of  Senator  Malbone. 

Mr.  Mathxwson  announced  the  death  of  liis 
colleague,  Pranois  Malbonb,  who  deceased 
yesterday  morning. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd, 

JUtoivedf  That  the  Senate  will  attend  the  fimeral 
of  Francis  Malbone,  this  afternoon,  at  five  o'clock, 
bom  his  late  residence;  that  notice  thereof  he  given 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  that  a  commit- 
tee bt  appointed  for  sapermtending  the  fnneral. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Lloyd,  Oilman,  and 
White,  be  the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyd, 

Buolved,  unanimotuiifj  That  the  members  of  the 
Senate,  from  a  sincere  desire  of  showing  their  respect 
to  the  memoxy  of  Fbancis  Malbone,  deceased,  late 
a  member  thereof,  wiU  go  into  monming  for  him  one 
month,  by  the  usual  mode  of  wearing  a  crape  roond 
the  left  arm ;  and  that  a  sum  not  exceeding  one 
hmidred  and  fifty  dollars  be  applied  ont  of  the  con- 
tingent fimd  for  placing  a  neat  slab  or  monument, 
wiSi  a  suitable  inscription,  over  his  tomb. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd, 

lUtoived,  That,  as  an  additional  mark  of  respect 
to  the  memory  of  Fbahcis  Malbone,  the  Senate  now 
acyoom. 

And  the  Senate  atyoumed. 


Tuesday,  June  6. 
Senator  Smithes  pro  tern.  Appointment, 

Mr.  Giles  submitted  a  resolution,  which  was 
amended,  and  is  as  follows : 

Betolved,  That  the  Honorable  Sahitel  Smith,  a 
Senator  appointed  by  the  Executive  of  the  State  of 
Maiyland  to  fill  the  vacancy  which  happened  in  the 
office  of  Senator  for  that  State,  is  entitled  to  hold  his 
seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  during  the 
session  of  the  Legislature  of  Maiyland,  whi(m,  by 
the  proclamation  of  the  Governor  of  sold  State,  was 
to  commence  on  the  6th  day  of  the  present  month  of 
June ;  unless  said  Legislature  shall  fill  such  vacancy 
by  the  appointment  of  a  Senator,  and  this  Senate  be 
officially  informed  thereoC 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Ain)EBS0N,  to  amend  the 
motion,  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  ^^  Re- 
solved," and  inserting: 

"  That  any  Senator  of  this  body,  who  holds  a  seat 
under  an  Executive  appointment,  cannot,  according 
to  the  provisions  of  ike  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  be  entitled  to  continue  to  hold  his  seat  as  a 
member  of  this  body,  afler  the  meeting  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  from  which  such  Senator  may  be 
a  member.'' 

And  a  division  of  the  motion  for  amendment 
was  called  for,  and  the  question  having  been 
taken,  on  striking  out,  it  passed  in  the  negative ; 
and  the  motion  for  amendment  having  been 
lost,  the  original  motion  was  agreed  to — ^yeas 
19,  nays  6,  as  follows : 

Tba&— Messrs.  Anderson,  Brent,  Franklin,  Gail- 
lard,  German,  Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Griswold, 
Hillhouse,  Lambert,  Mathewson,  Meigs,  Pope,  Rob- 
inson, Smith  of  New  York,  Thruston,  White,  and 
Whiteside. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Bradley,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Parker, 
Pickering,  and  Turner. 

WEDsntSDAY,  June  7, 
James  A.  Bayabd,  from  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware, attended. 

Thubsday,  June  8. 
William  H.  Obawfosd,  from  the  State  of 
Oeorgia,  attended. 

Monday,  June  12. 
Exiled  OubanSy  ioith  their  Slaves. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles, 

jResohedy  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  whether  it  be  expedient  and  proper,  at 
this  time,  to  make  any  provision  by  law  for  re- 
mitting the  penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred 
by  the  violations  of  some  of  the  provisions  of 
the  act,  entitled  ^^  An  act  to  prohibit  the  im- 
portation of  slaves  into  any  port  or  place  with- 
in the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eight,^'  so  far  only  as  relates  to  the  introduction 
ofslaves  into  certain  ports  of  the  United  States, 
who  were  lately  forcibly  expelled  from  the 
island  of  Ouba  with  the  French  inhabitants 
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thereof;  and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Giles,  Bbadlbt,  An- 
DEB80N,  Cbawfobd,  and  Fbaioeuk,  be  the  com- 
mittee. 


Monday,  Jane  19. 
BtUed  Cubang. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles, 

Hesolvedy  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate 
■Qch  information  as  he  may  deem  proper  to  commu- 
nicate respecting  the  unfortunate  exiles  lately  expel- 
led from  the  Island  of  Cuba,  and  who  may  have  ar- 
rived, or  are  expected  to  arrive  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States ;  and,  also,  respecting  any  prop- 
ostions  which  may  have  been  made  to  him  by  the 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France,  for  the  purpose 
of  facUitating  the  removal  of  any  of  the  said  exiles, 
with  their  slaves,  and  other  effocta,  from  the  United 
States,  to  any  place  within  the  dominions  of  France. 


Fbidat,  June  23. 
Foreign  Armed  VeeeeU, 

Mr.  Leib,  from  the  committee,  appointed  on 
the  20th  instant,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  providing  by  law  for  the  exclasion  of  foreign 
armed  vessels  from  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States,  made  report;  which  was  read, 
as  follows : 

'*  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  such  an 
interdiodon  is  within  the  just  and  neutral  rights  of 
the  United  States,  and,  under  other  circumstances, 
would  be  hiffhly  expedient  and  proper.  So  long  as 
a  neutral  nation  shall  confine  itself  to  strict  measures 
of  impartiality,  allowing  no  benefit  to  one  belligerent, 
not  stipulated  by  treaty,  which  it  shall  refuse  to  an- 
oUier,  no  cause  whatever  is  afforded  for  exception  or 
complaint  The  right  to  admit  an  armed  force  into 
A  neutral  territory  belongs  exclusively  to  the  neutral ; 
and  when  not  guarantied  by  treaty,  as  is  oftentimes 
the  case,  such  admission  compromises  the  neutrality 
of  the  nation,  which  permits  to  one  belligerent  alone 
such  an  indulgence. 

"As  a  measure  of  safety  as  well  as  peace,  it  is  in- 
eumbent  upon  the  United  States  to  cany  into  effect 
such  a  provision.  So  long  as  we  are  without  a  com- 
petent force  to  protect  our  jurisdiction  from  violation, 
and  our  citizens  from  outrage,  and  our  flag  from  in- 
sult, so  long  ought  no  asylum  to  be  given,  but  in  dis- 
tress, to  the  armed  vessels  of  any  nation.  The  com- 
mittee will  not  bring  into  view  the  many  injuries 
and  insults  which  the  United  States  have  sustained 
from  the  hospitable  grant  of  their  ports  and  harbors 
to  belligerents ;  nor  the  facility  which  has  thereby 
been  afforded  to  them  to  lay  our  commerce  under 
eoQtribution.  It  is  sufficient  to  remark,  that  great 
ii\]uries  have  been  sustained,  and  that  imperious  duty 
requires  arrangements  at  our  hands  to  guard  our 
country  in  future  from  similar  aggressions. 

**  The  United  States  are,  at  this  moment,  under 
no  obligation  to  withhold  restraints,  within  their 
power,  upon  the  admission  of  foreign  armed  vessels 
mto  their  ports ;  but  the  committee  are  too  stronffly 
impressed  with  the  propriety  of  avoiding  any  legis- 
Utive  interference  at  this  time,  which,  by  any  pos- 


sibility, might  be  construed  into  a  desire  to  throw 
difficidties  in  the  way  of  promised  and  pending  nej^ 
tiations.  They  are  desirous  that  a  fSur  experimcDt 
may  be  made  to  adjust  our  difierencei  with  the  two 
belUgeient  nations,  and  that  no  provisions  be  inter- 
woven in  our  laws  which  shall  furnish  a  pretext  for 
delay,  or  a  refusal  to  yield  to  our  just  and  hononUs 
demands. 

*'  CalculatiDg  that  the  overtures  which  have  been 
made  by  Great  Britain  will  be  executed  in  good  faith, 
the  committee  are  willing  to  believe  that  the  stipa- 
lated  arrangements  will  be  of  such  a  character  is  to 
g^rd  our  nag  from  insult,  our  jurisdiction  from  eg- 
gressioUf'our  dtiaens  firom  violation,  and  our  nwN 
cantLle  property  from  spoliation.  Under  these  iai- 
pressions,  which  the  comnuttee  have  stated  as  briefly 
as  possible,  they  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  Senate  the  following  resolution  rii: 

"  Resolved^  That  the  further  consideratioD  of  the 
subject  be  postponed  until  the  next  session  of  Coa- 
gress." 


Satubdat,  Jnne  24. 
The  bill  freeing  from  postage  all  letters  and 
packets  from  Thomas  Jefferson,  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole ;  and  no  amendment  having  been 
proposed,  on  the  qaestion.  Shall  this  bill  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time?  it  was  determin- 
ed in  the  affirmafive. 


Monday,  June  26. 

The  YioB  Pbssideiit  being  absent,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  electioii  of  a  Preadent  pr^ 
tempore^  as  the  oonstitation  provides;  and  the 
honorable  Akdbbw  Gbeoo  was  elected. 

Orderedy  That  the  Secretary  wait  on  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  acquaint 
him  that  the  Senate  have,  in  the  absence  of  the 
Vice  President,  elected  the  honorable  Axdum 
Gbsgo  President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 


Tuesday,  June  27. 
Public  Credit 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to 
the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  making  fnrther  pro- 
vision for  the  snpport  of  public  credit,  and  for 
the  redemption  of  the  public  debt,'"  was  read 
the  third  time  as  amended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Hillhousb,  to  postpone 
the  further  consideration  thereof  until  the  first 
Monday  in  November  next,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative — ^yeas  9,  nays  16. 


.Wednesday,  June  28. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas 
17,  nays  9,  as  follows : 

Yeas.— Messrs.  Anderson,  Brent,  Condit,  FrsnUin, 
GMllard,  Giles,  Gregg,  Lambert,  Leib,  MathewtOT, 
Meigs,  Paricer,  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Turner,  and  Whiteside.  ^^ 

Nats.— Messrs  Bayard,  Crawford,  Gennsii,  9»i- 
man,  HiUhonse,  Uoyd,  Pickering,  Reed,  and  White. 
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Six  o^doch  in  the  Etming. 
Adjowmment. 

£e9olved^  That  Messrs.  Pops  and  Bbent  be  a 
oommittee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  with  such 
18  the  House  of  Kepresentatives  may  join,  to 
wait  on  the  Prerident  of  the  United  States,  and 
notify  him  that,  unless  he  may  have  any  farther 
eommnnications  to  make  to  uie  two  Honses  of 
(Congress,  they  are  ready  to  a^jonrn. 

(hdered,  That  the  Secretiu^  acquaint  the 
House  of  Kepresentatives  therewith,  and  re- 
quest the  appointment  of  a  oommittee  on  their 
part 

A  meaaafle  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  &e  Senate  that  the  House  have  ap- 
pointed a  oommittee  on  their  part,  to  wait  on 


ther  President  of  the  United  States,  and  notify 
him  of  the  intended  recess  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Pope,  from  the  committee,  reported  that 
they  had  waited  on  the  President  of  the  United 
StiUies,  who  informed  them  that  he  had  no 
frirdier  communications  to  make  to  the  two 
Houses  of  Oongress. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House,  having 
finished  the  business  before  them,  are  about  to 
a^oum. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  inform  the 
House  of  Representatives  that  the  Senate,  hav- 
mg  finished  the  business  before  them,  are  about 
to  adjourn. 

The  Secretary  having  performed  that  duty, 
the  Pbebidsnt  adjourned  the  Senate,  to  meet  on 
the  fourth  Monday  of  November. 
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ELEYENTH  CONGRESS -FIRST  SESSIOK 


PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


THE    HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES/ 


Monday,  May  22,  1809. 
This  being  the  day  appointed  by  law  for  the 
meeting  of  the  present  session,  the  following 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  ap- 
peared, produced  their  credentials,  and  took 
their  seats,  to  wit ; 

From.  New  JJawpMire— Daniel  Bliusdell,  John  C. 
Chamberlain,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven, 
and  James  Wilson. 

From  ifowocAiMrff*— Ezekiel  Bacoxi,  "V^Uiam  Bay- 
lies, Richard  Cntts,  William  Ely,  Gideon  Gardner, 
Barzillai  Gannett,  Edward  St.  Loe  liTermore,  Ben- 
jamin Pickman,  junior,  Josiah  Quincy,  Ebenezer 
Seaver,  William  Stedman,  Jabez  Upham,  Joseph  B. 
Yamnm,  and  Laban  Wheaton. 

From  Rhode  Island — Richard  Jackson,  jnnior,  and 
Elisha  R.  Potter. 

From  Connecticut. — ^Epaphroditus  Champion,  Sam- 
uel W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  Jonathan  0.  Mosely, 


•  LIST  OP  EEPBESENTATIVEB. 

yew  ^ompuftira.— Daniel  Blaisdell,  John  a  Gluunberlain, 
William  Hale,  Nathadiel  A.  Haven,  James  Wilson. 

MaMachusttt8.—^tek.\el  Baoon,  William  Baylies,  Richard 
Cutis,  Orchard  Cook,  W^illiam  EI7,  Gideon  Gardner,  Bar- 
zillai Gannett,  Edward  St.  Loe  LiTormore,  Bei^jamin  Pick- 
man,  Jr.,  Josiah  Quincy,  Ebenozer  Seaver,  Samnel  Taggart, 
William  Stedman,  Jabez  Upham,  Joseph  B.  Yarnom,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Ezeklel  Whitman. 

Shade  /«{atu2.— Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter. 

CIcmfMcticttt— Epaphroditns  Champion,  Samnel  W.  Dana, 
John  Davenport,  Jonathan  0.  Mosely,  Timothy  Pitkin,  Jr., 
Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Benjamin  Tallmadge. 

Vertnont—lf  ilU&m  Chambcrlin,  Martin  Chittenden,  Jon- 
athan H.  Hubbard,  Samuel  Shaw. 

Ifeto  Fori;.— James  Emott,  Jonathan  F!sk,Barent  Gar> 
denier,  Thomas  R  Gold,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Robert 
Le  Roy  Livingston,  Vincent  Bfatthews,  John  Nicholson, 
Gurdon  S.  Mnmford,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Tho- 
mas Sammons,  Eraatns  Boot,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy, 
Killian  K.  Tan  Rensselaer. 

Pennef^vafUa.—VfiMi&iQ  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Robert 
Brown,  William  Crawford,  William  Findlay,  Daniel  Heister, 
Bobert  Jenkins,  Aaron  Lyle,  William  Milnor,  John  Porter, 
John  Rea,  Benjamin  Say,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Ross, 
George  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  John  Smilio,  Robert  White- 
hill. 

Xew  Jereey.—AdAm  Boyd,  James  Cox,  William  Holms, 
Jacob  Hofty,  Thomas  Newbold,  Henry  Southard. 


Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Lewis  B.  Stoiges  and  Ben- 
jamin Tallmadge. 

From  Vermont — ^William  Chamberlin,  Martia 
Chittenden,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  and  Samuel  Shaw. 

From  New  Tork — James  Emott,  Jonathan  JFiak, 
Barent  Gardenier,  Thomas  R  Gold,  Herman  Knick- 
erbacker, Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  John  Nichol- 
son, Peter  B.  Porter,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sam- 
mons, John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  and  Killiiin  K. 
Van  Rensselaer. 

From  New  Jereejf — ^Adam  Boyd,  James  Cox,  Wil- 
liam Helms,  Jacoh  HuAy,  Thomas  Newbold^  and 
Heniy  Southard. 

Profit  Penneylfxmia — ^William  Anderson,  David 
Bard,  Robert  Brown,  William  Crawford,  Wiliiam 
Findlay,  Robert  Jenkins,  Aaron  Lyle,  William  Mil- 
nor, John  Porter,  John  Riea,  Matthias  Richards,  John 
Ross,  Geojge  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  and  Robert 
WhifcehilL 

From  Maryland — John  Brown,  John  Camphell, 
Charles  Goldsborough,  Philip  B.   Key,  Alexander 


-  DetaiMxre.— Nicholas  Tan  Dyke. 

Maryland,— ^o^isx.  Brown,  John  Campbell,  Charles  Golds- 
borough,  Philip  Barton  Key,  Alexander  McKim,  John 
Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Roger  Nelson,  Archibald 
Van  Home. 

Fir^nio.— Bnrwell  Bassett,  James  Breekenrldgo,  Wil- 
liam A  Burwell,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Dawson,  John  W. 
Eppes,  Thomas  Gholson,  jr.,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin 
Gray,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  Joseph  Le«ria,Jr., 
John  Love,  Thomas  Newton,  Wilson  Carey  Nicholas,  John 
Bandolph,  John  Roane,  Daniel  Sheffey,  John  Smith,  James 
Stephenson,  Jacob  Swoope. 

North  Otro^ina.— Willis  Alston,  Jr.,  James  Cochran,  Me- 
shack  Franklin,  James  Holland,  Thomas  Kenan,  William 
Kennedy,  Archibald  McBride,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Joseph 
Pearson,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Bichard  Stanford,  John  Stanley. 

South  OiroMno.— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  WiDiam  Butler,  Jo- 
seph Calhoun,  Robert  Marion,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Taylor, 
Robert  Witherspoon,  Richard  Wynn. 

^sor^ria.— William  W.  Bibb,  Howell  Cobb,  Dennis  Smelt, 
George  W.  Troup. 

Keniueiky.—ILeiaj  Crist,  Joseph  Desha,  Benjamin  How- 
ard, Richard  M.  Johnson,  Matthew  Lyof,  Samnel  McKee. 

TWnsssM.— Pleasant  M.  Miller,  John  Rhea,  Bob«rt 
Weakley. 

{>Aio.— Jeremiah  Morrow. 

MUsiseippi  T'srri^ory.— George  Poindexter. 

Orleans  Territory.— JvHian  Poydras. 
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McKim,   John   Montgomery,  Nicholas    R.   Moore, 
Roger  Nelson,  and  Archibald  Van  Home. 

From  Virginia — ^Burwell  Bassett,  William  A.  Bur- 
welly  Matthew  Clay,  John  Dawson,  John  W.  Eppes, 
James  Breckenridge,  Thomas  Gholson,  jnnior,  Peter- 
son Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter 
JoneSf  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  John  Love,  Thomas 
Kewton,  John  Randolph  John  Roane,  Daniel  Sheffisy, 
John  Smith,  James  Stephenson,  and  Jacob  Swoope. 

From  North  Carolina — Willis  Alston,  jnnior,  James 
Cochran,  Meshack  Franklin,  James  Holland,  Thomas 
Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  Archi- 
bald McBride,  Lemnel  Sawyer,  Richard  Stanford,  and 
John  Stanley. 

^rom  South  Carolina — Lemnel  J.  Alston,  WUliam 
Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Robert  Marion,  Thomas 
Moore,  Jolm  Taylor,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

From  Georgia— William  W.  Bibb,  HoweU  Cobb, 
Denids  Smelt,  and  George  M.  Troup. 

From  Kent^uky — Henzy  Crist,  Joseph  Desha,  Ben- 
jamin Howard,  Richard  M.  Johnsou,  Matthew  Lyon, 
and  Samuel  McKee. 

FYom  Teimetfe^^-PIeasant  M.    Miller,  and  John 


From  Ohio — Jeremiah  Morrow. 

Election  of  Speaker^  Se, 

A  quomm,  consisting  of  a  majority  of  the 
whole  nnmber,  being  present,  the  Hoase  pro- 
ceeded, by  ballot,  to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker. 

Messrs.  N.  R.  Moobe,  Cutts,  and  Pobteb, 
were  appointed  tellers  of  the  votes. 

Mr.  N.  B.  MooBB  reported  that  the  resnlt  of 
the  ballot  was,  that  there  were — 

For  Joseph  B.  Vamnm,  60 ;  Nathaniel  Macon, 
86 ;  Tinaothy  Pitkin,  jumor,  20 ;  Roger  Nelson. 
1 ;  C.  W.  Goldsborongh,  1 ;  blank  ballots,  2. 

Mr.  Vaknum  having  60  votes,  it  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  decision  of  the  House  by  the 
^tellers  whether  the  blank  ballots  could  be  con- 
^sidered  as  votes;  if  not,  there  being  but  118 
votes,  Mr.  Vabntjm  having  60,  had  a  m^ority. 

Mr.  W.  AusTOK  conceived  that  there  could  be 
no  donbt  on  the  subject ;  that  blank  pieces  of 
paper  could  not  be  considered  as  votes.  He 
instanced  the  case  which  occurred  in  the  famous 
balloting  for  President  in  the  year  1801;  at 
which  time,  after  a  number  of  ballotlngs,  the 
State  of  Maryland,  which  was  divided,  gave  in 
four  blank  votes,  and  thus  decided  the  election. 

Mr.  Maoon  thought  there  could  bo  no  ques- 
tion on  the  subject ;  he  also'recollected,  the  case 
of  the  Presidential  election  instanced  by  his 
colleague,  and  was  of  opinion  that  blank  ballots 
could  not  be  counted.  He  hoped  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Yabkitm)  would 
be  conducted  to  the  Chur. 

Mr.  Rabtoolph  said  this  was  no  ordinary 
question  which  the  House  were  about  to  deter- 
mine, at  the  instance  of  his  friend,  (Mr.  Maoon,) 
in  his  opinion,  in  a  very  irregular  manner;  and 
Mr.  R.  said  that  he  was  certain;  if  his  friend 
were  not  himself  implicated  in  the  question,  he 
would  have  been  one  of  the  last  men  in  the 
House  to  give  such  a  decision  against  himself; 
but  perhaps  this  was  a  peculiarity  in  his  friend^s 
chanuster.  Are  we,  gentlemen,  (said  Mr.  R.,) 
to  have  a  Speaker  of  Sie  House  of  Representa- 


tives without  any  election?  The  committee 
have  not  reported  that  one  of  the  persons  voted 
for  had  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  votes 
even ;  on  the  contrary,  they  have  expressly  re- 

g>rted  that  no  one  had  a  minority.  And  wiU  the 
ouse  consent  in  this  manner  to  choose  a  Speaker 
to  preside  over  this  body,  and  perhaps  eventually 
over  the  destinies  of  this  nation  ? — ^for  perchance 
the  Speller  might  become  President  of  the 
United  States.  With  respect  to  the  precedent 
in  the  case  of  the  election  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  there  was  not,  he  said,  the 
smallest  analogy  between  the  two  cases.  "Wliat 
was  that  case  ?  It  was  on  a  question  whether 
or  not  there  should  exist  in  this  country  a  Gov- 
ernment, that  this  device  had  been  used,  after 
some  forty  or  fifty  ballotings.  In  order  to  give 
a  President  to  the  United  States,  certain  gentle- 
men had  thought  proper  not  to  vote  at  alL 
But,  said  Mr.  R..  is  time  now  so  precious  ?  Is 
the  Secretary  or  the  President  of  the  United 
States  knocking  at  the  door  for  admittance?  Is 
the  enemy  at  the  gate  ?  Is  there  not  time,  I 
beseech  you,  gentlemen,  to  proceed  in  the  regu- 
lar mode  to  the  election  of  our  oflScers  ?  Or, 
shall  we,  to  avoid  the  trouble  of  writing  a  name 
twice,  establish  a  precedent,  which,  if  estab- 
lished, may  put  an  end  to  this  Grovwnment, 
which  is  founded  on  the  principle  that  the  ma- 
jority shall  govern  ?  Mr.  R.  said  he  was  more 
free  in  expressing  his  ideas,  because  he  believed 
that  a  second  bafiot  would  not  affect  the  result ; 
and  he  put  it  to  his  friend  (Mr.  Maoon)  to  say 
whether  he  himself  would  consent  to  take  the 
Chair  on  tlie  vote  of  a  minority.  He  said  he 
knew  him  too  well ;  he  would  not  consent  to  it. 
He  conceived  that  there  was  no  question  before 
the  House,  that  they  had  not  elected  their 
Speaker ;  and' that  it  was  their  business  to  pro- 
ceed to  an  election.  They  were  certainly  com- 
petent, he  said,  to  elect  the  oflScers  of  their  own 
body ;  and  he  hoped  they  would  do  it  more  ma- 
jorum — after  the  fashion  of  their  ancestors. 

Mr.  Stanford  denied  that  the  case  which 
had  been  cited  from  the  Presidential  election  in 
1801  had  any  bearing  on  the  present  question. 
That  was  a  case  in  which,  a  State  being  divided, 
one-half  the  representation  voted  blank,  and 
left  to  the  other  half  of  the  representation  the 
right  of  voting  for  the  State.  As,  at  the  same 
time,  a  gentleman  now  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Lyon,)  then  the  only  representative  present 
from  Vermont,  had,  by  his  single  vote,  his  col- 
league being  absent,  decided  the  vote  of  that 
State,  he  thought  there  was  no  analogy. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  the  House  pro- 
ceed to  ballot  a  second  time  for  Speaker. 

The  Clerk  having  put  the  question,  it  was 
carried — 67  to  43. 

Mr.  Maoon  said  he  certainly  felt  a  sense  of 
gratitude  towards  those  who  had  voted  for  him ; 
but  he  should  be  obliged  to  them  to  vote  for 
some  other  person.  He  had  rather  remain  on 
the  floor  of  the  House  than  be  placed  in  the 
Chair.  He  had  experienced  the  difficulties  of 
the  situation;  besides,  by  an  illness  during  last 
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winter,  his  longs  had  been  so  affected  that  he 
^d  not  feel  himself  adequate  to  the  task.  As 
his  declining  the  situation  might  be  unexpected 
to  some  gentlemen,  to  accommodate  them  he 
would  ask  a  postponement  of  the  ballot  for  a 
time.  He  considered  the  office  of  Speaker  of 
the  House  as  one  of  the  mdst  honorable  in  the 
nation.  Perhaps  none  was  more  so,  after  that 
of  President  and  Vice  President.  Notwith- 
standing this,  were  there  a  probability  of  his 
being  chosen,  he  must  decline  being  placed  in 
the  Uhair. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  a  further  ballot ; 
and  Mr.  N.  B.  Moobe  reported  the  result  to  be : 

For  Mr.  Vamum,  65 ;  Mr.  Macon,  46 ;  Mr. 
Pitkin,  6 ;  Mr.  Howard,  1 ;  Mr.  NeliM)nf  1,  and 
Mr.  Goldsborouffh,  1. 

Mr.  y  AitNXTM  having  a  minority  of  votes  was 
declared  elected,  and  conducted  to  the  Chair ; 
whence  he  addressed  the  House  as  follows : 

"  Genilemm  ^  ihi  ffofm  qf  SepretentaliveB  : 

t<  The  contiiiaed  manifestation  of  the  national  con- 
fidence in  me,  expressed  by  the  Representatives  of 
the  people  on  this  occasion,  fills  my  heart  with  grate- 
ftd  sensibility.  In  obedience  to  the  call  of  my 
country,  I  accept  the  office  assigned  me,  and  will  en- 
deavor to  dischaige  the  duties  of  it  according  to  the 
best  of  my  abilities^  and  agreeably  to  the  wishes  of 
theHonse." 

The  Sfeaioeb  having  been  sworn,  the  oath  to 
support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
was  by  him  administered  to  the  members,  by 
States. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a 
Clerk,  by  ballot  The  votes  having  been 
counted,  there  were — 

For  Patrick  Magruder,  68 ;  Daniel  Brent,  88 ; 
Nicholas  B.  Van  Zandt,  14 ;  William  Lambert, 
7,  and  Mr.  Scott,  1. 

Mr.  Magruder  having  a  minority  of  votes, 
was  declared  to  be  re-elected. 

Mr.  Geobob  Poindbztbb  having  appeared 
and  produced  his  credentials,  as  the  Delegate 
from  the  Mississippi  Territory  of  the  Umted 
States,  the  oath  was  administered  to  him  by  the 
Speaker. 

Mr.  Macon,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 

Sointed  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
tates,  reported  that  the  committee  had  per- 
formed the  service  assigned  to  them,  and  that 
the  President  signified  that  he  would  make  a 
communication  to  Congress,  to-morrow  at 
twdve  o'clock. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
inforpiing  the  House  that  that  body  was  form- 
ed, and  ready  to  proceed  to  business ;  and  that 
they  had  appointed  a  committee  to  wait  on  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  conjunction 
with  such  committee  as  the  House  sho^d  ap- 
point, to  inform  him  that  they  were  ready  to 
receive  any  communication  he  might  have  to 
make. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  G.  Jaokson,  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  act  with  the  committee  of 
the  Senate.  Messrs.  Maoon  and  Jaoxson  were 
named  as  the  oonmiittee. 


The  House,  after  hearing  a  memorial  from 
Joseph  Wheaton,  stating  his  s^Wices,  and  pray- 
ing a  reinstatement  in  the  office  of  Sergeant-at- 
Arms,  from  which  he  had  been  ^ected,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  choice  of  a  Sergeant-at-Arma. 
The  whole  number  was  122,  of  which  Thomas 
Dunn  had  80.  He  was  therefore  declared  to  be 
re-elected. 

On  balloting  for  a  Doorkeeper,  the  whole 
number  of  votes  was  116,  of  which  Thomaa 
Claxton  had  115.  He  was  therefore  declared 
re-elected. 

On  baUoting  for  an  Assbtant  Doorkeeper, 
there  were — 

For  Benjamin  Burch,  68;  Jesse  Edwards, 
60. 

Mr.  Burch  was  therefore  elected. 

Mr.  Dawson. — ^Before  we  adjourn,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  fix  on  some  hour  at  which  we  shall 
meet;  that  hour  heretofore  has  been  eleven; 
but,  as  the  mornings  are  now  long,  as  some  of 
the  reasons  which  caused  the  present  seadoiia 
have  probably  ceased,  as  the  select  committees 
-^ill  have  but  little  to  do,  and  every  gentleman 
must  be  anxious  to  end  the  session  and  retam 
home,  I  would  prefer  an  earlier  honr,  and 
therefore  offer  the  following  resolution : 

Betclved,  That  unless  otherwise  directed,  the  hour 
of  meeting  daring  the  prooent  session  shall  be  at  ten 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Agreed  to,  52  to  89 ;  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Tuesday,  May  28. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  From  Maasa- 
chusetts,  Samttiil  Taooabt  ;  from  New  York, 
ViNOENT  Matthews  ;  from  Pennsylvania,  Dan- 
iel Hbistbr  ;  and  from  North  Carolina,  Joseph 
Pbabson,  appeared,  produced  their  credentii^ 
were  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  hav- 
ing been  read — 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  to  amend  it,  so  as  to 
record  the  precise  state  of  the  two  ballots  for  a 
Speaker,  with  a  view  to  a  correct  understand- 
ing of  the  case,  if  it  should  ever  be  drawn  into 
precedent  hereafter. 

After  a  discussion  of  nearly  two  hours  on  the 
subject  of  the  decision  of  yesterday,  and  the 
analogy  betwixt  it  and  the  case  of  tiie  Presi* 
dential  election  of  1801,  Mr.  Rakdolph'b  mo- 
tion was  agreed  to— ayes  70. 

Freaid&rWf  Mettage, 

The  Message  of  the  Premdent  of  the  United 
States  was  received,  agreeably  to  the  intima- 
tion given  by  the  President  yesterday  to  the 
committee  appointed  to  wait  on  him.  The 
Message  having  been  read,  was  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  State  of 
the  Union,  and  6,000  copies  ordered  to  be 
printed  of  the  Message,  with  the  documents  ac- 
companying it.  [See  Senate  proceedings  of 
this  date,  ante  page  117,  for  this  Message.] 
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Thubbdat,  May  26. 
JSwedish  aTul  Fartuguete  VeneU, 

Mr.  Kewtox  offered  a  resolution  to  instmct 
the  ConnDittee  of  Ck>n]ixieroe  and  Manu&ctures 
to  inquire  into  and  report  on  the  expediency  of 
permitting  Teasels  of  those  nations  with  whom 
intercoarse  was  permitted,  to  take  cargoes^  &o. 
He  stated  to  the  Honse  that  at  nresent  vessels  of 
Sweden  and  Portugal,  with  whom  intercourse 
is  permitted,  oould  not  load  and  depart ;  and  on 
this  snbiectB  letter  was  read  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  BuBWELL  said  there  was  another  suhjeot 
Connected  with  the  resolution,  which  ought  to 
be  taken  into  consideration.  The  proclamation 
of  the  President  declares  that  on  the  10th  of 
June  next,  the  operation  of  the  non-intercourse 
law,  as  relates  to  Great  Britiun,  shall  cease.  It 
went  ioto  operation  on  the  20th  of  this  month. 
Of  coarse  there  were  many  vessels  on  the  coast 
which  could  not  get  in  before  the  20th  of  May. 
He  submitted  it  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee, whether  it  would  not  be  proper  at  once 
to  do  away  all  restriction,  because  the  policy  of 
its  existence  had  ceased  in  relation  to  Great 
Britain  from  the  restoration  of  harmony  with 
her ;  and  if  the  goods  on  our  coast  were  not 
permitted  to  be  regularly  landed,  they  might 
be  smuggled  in,  and  injure  the  revenue.  He 
thought  it  would  be  proper  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  doing  away  at  once,  by  law,  all 
interdiction  of  commerce. 

Mr.  Kewtok  said  he  had  no  objection  to  act 
on  the  sul^ect  mentioned  by  his  colleague,  but 
he  did  not  conceive  it  to  be  connected  with  the 
present  motion. 

Mr.  Newton^s  motion  having  been  agreed  to, 
he  immediately  reported  '*  a  bill  respecting  tiie 
ships  or  vessels  owned  by  citizens  of  foreign 
nations  with  whom  commercial  intercourse 
is  permitted.^^ — ^Twice  read,  and  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

Nanrlntereourse  Act, 

%  Mr.  LmsBMOBB  said  that  he  did  not  distinctly 
hear  all  that  fell  from  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  BuBWELL,)  but,  from  what  he  had 
heard,  he  apprehended  that  it  was  on  a  subject 
of  great  importance.  There  were  many  vessels 
on  the  coast,  which,  were  they  to  enter  our 
harbors,  would  fall  within  the  description  of  the 
4th,  5th,  and  6th  sections  of  the  non-interoourse 
act  From  the  happy  commencement  of  the 
settlement  of  our  differences  with  Great  Britain, 
he  did  not  believe  it  was  the  design  of  any 
gentleman  that  the  non-intercourse  should  be 
enforced  in  this  particular.  He  therefore 
offered  a  resolution  for  suspending  the  act,  as 
fi>Uows: 

JUwUfed,  That  it  is  expedient  that  the  operation  of 
•0  much  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  interdict  the 
eommercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
■ad  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their  depend- 
eodei^''  as  inhibits  the  importation  of  goods  from 


Great  Britain  and  its  dependencies,  be  suspended  nntil 
the  tenth  day  of  Jane  next 

FioDAT,  May  26. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  Robert  Weaexet, 
from  Tennessee,  appeared,  produced  his  creden- 
tialS)  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Vote  of  Approbcttion. 

Mr.  Raitdolfh  said  that  for  the  last  eight 
years  or  thereabouts  an  alteration  had  taken 
place  in  the  manner  of  doing  business  at  the 
commencement  of  each  session  of  Congress.  He 
said  he  recollected  when  the  first  Congress  un- 
der the  administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson  had  met 
at  this  place,  instead  of  Congress  being  opened 
as  heretofore  by  the  President  in  person  and  by 
a  speech,  a  note  in  these  words  had  been  receiv- 
ed by  the  Speaker,  enclosing  a  Message  from  the 
President : 

^  Dbcembeb  8, 1801. 

**  Sir  :  The  circnmstanoes  under  which  we  find  onr* 
selves  at  this  place  rendering  inconvenient  the  mode 
heretofore  practised,  of  making  by  personal  address 
the  first  oommnnications  between  the  Legislative  and 
Executive  branches,  I  have  adopted  that  by  Message, 
as  used  on  all  subsequent  occasions  throuffh  the  ses- 
sion. In  doing  this  I  have  had  a  prinoipiu  regard  to 
the  convenience  of  the  Legislature,  to  the  economy 
of  their  time,  to  their  relief  from  the  embarrassment 
of  immediate  answers  on  subjects  not  yet  fully  before 
them,  and  to  the  benefits  thence  resulting  to  the 
public  affairs.  Trusting  that  a  procedure  founded 
in  these  motives  will  meet  their  approbation,  I  beg 
leave  through  yon,  sbr,  to  communicate  the  enclosed 
Message.*'  &c 

It  is  unnecessary,  I  believe,  (said  Mr.  R.,)  to 
state  that  the  hint  contained  in  the  Message 
that  no  answer  was  to  be  expected,  was  taken 
by  the  House ;  and  from  that  day  no  answeis 
have  been  given  to  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent at  the  opening  of  Congress.  It  would  ill 
become  me,  sir,  who  so  highly  approved  then, 
and  who  so  highly  approve  now  the  change  in- 
troduced by  communicating  to  the  two  Houses 
by  message  instead  of  by  speech,  to  say  any 
thing  that  might  imply  a  disapprobation  of  it. 
I  like  it,  sir.  To  tell  the  truth,  the  style  of  com- 
municating by  speech  was  more  in  the  style  of 
the  opening  of  the  British  Parliament  by  the 
king.  I  therefore  like  the  mode  of  communi- 
cation by  message.  But  I  am  not  so  clear, 
though  we  were  then  half-right,  that  we  were 
wholly  right ;  though  on  this  subject  I  do  not 
mean  to  give  a  definite  opinion.  No  man  can 
turn  over  the  journals  of  the  first  six  Congresses 
of  the  United  States  without  being  sickened,  fairly 
sickened,  with  the  adulation  often  replied  by  the 
Houses  of  Congress  to  the  President's  communi- 
cation. But  nevertheless  the  answer  to  an  address^ 
altliough  that  answer  might  finally  contain  the 
most  exceptionable  passages,  was  in  fact  tht 
greatest  opportunity  which  the  opposition  to 
the  measures  of  the  administration  had  of  can- 
vassing and  sifting  its  measures;  and,  in  my 
mind,  whatever  goes  to  take  away  this  oppor- 
tunity, goes  so  far  to  narrow  down  the  rights 
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of  the  minority  or  opposition,  commonly  so 
called,  and  in  fact  to  enlarge  the  rights  of  the 
minority  and  the  administration  party  so  called ; 
and  I  beg  leave  not  to  be  understood  as  speak- 
ing of  the  state  of  parties  at  this  time,  but  of 
that  which  has  always  existed.  This  oppor- 
tunity of  discussion  of  the  answer  to  an  ad- 
dress, however  exceptionable  the  address  might 
be  when  it  had  received  the  last  seasoning  for 
the  Presidential  palate,  did  afford  the  best  op- 
portunity to  take  a  review  of  the  measuj*eB  of 
the  administration,  to  canvass  them  fully  and 
fairly,  without  there  being  an^  question  raised 
whether  the  gentlemen  were  m  ordej:  or  not ; 
and  I  believe  the  time  spent  in  canvassing  the 
answer  to  a  speech  was  at  least  as  well  spent  as 
a  great  deal  Uiat  we  have  expended  since  we 
discontinued  the  practice.  I  do  not  say  that 
any  answer  is  proper  or  ought  to  be  given ;  but 
I  do  believe  that  when  this  House  goes  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  it  is  for  purposes  a  little  more  elevated 
than  to  dissecl  the  Message  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  or  to  strip  it  up  and  transfer 
it  to  select  and  standing  committees.  If  that  be 
the  whole  object  of  going  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  I  can  see 
no  reason  for  having  any  such  committee,  nor 
why  the  Message  should  not  be  taken  in  the 
first  instance,  dissected  by  the  knife  of  the  ope- 
rator most  in  the  fashion  of  the  day,  and  refer- 
red to  different  committees.  And  it  has  a  ten- 
dency to  cast  a  sort  of  ridicule  on  our  proceed- 
ings, when  this  august  assembly  resolves  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  and  resolves  that  the  Message  shall 
be  referred  to  such  and  such  committees ;  and 
would  induce  shallow  observers  to  believe  that 
in  fact  tliere  is  little  or  no  use  for  such  a  com- 
mittee. But  whatever  may  be  my  opinion  on 
the  subject  of  opening  the  two  Houses  by  mes- 
sage, I  do  think  that  there  are  occasions,  and 
that  this  is  one,  on  which  it  behooves  this  as- 
sembly to  express  its  opinion  on  the  state  of 
public  affairs.  I  will  not  recall  to  your  recol- 
lection, sb,  because  perhaps,  and  most  probably 
it  passed  over  your  mind  without  making  any 
impression,  that  some  time  during  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  I  stated  that  if  the  gentleman 
in  whose  hand  the  reins  of  Government  were 
about  to  be  placed  did  not  even  tolerably  per- 
form the  task  assigned  to  him,  some  allowance 
ought  to  be  made  for  the  state  in  which  he 
found  the  nation.  And,  sir,  when  I  see  the 
situation  of  the  country  so  materially  changed 
for  the  better,  am  I  and  is  this  House  to  sit  still 
and  regard  it  but  as  newspaper  talk  of  the  day, 
and  express  no  opinion  on  it  ?  And  what  is 
our  opinion?  It  is  either  in  approbation  or 
disapprobation  of  the  conduct  of  the  Executive. 
In  my  opinion  it  is  due  to  the  Executive  that 
he  have  an  expression  of  sentiment  on  this  sub- 
ject. In  the  part  of  the  country  in  which  I  live, 
dinners  have  been  given,  feasts  have  been  held, 
and  the  song  and  toast  have  passed  round  in 
commemoration  of  the  event:  and  is  this  House 


to  be  insensible,  and  to  leave  the  President  of 
the  United  States  in  ignorance  or  doubt  whether 
his  conduct  has  or  has  not  received  the  sanction 
of  their  approbation  ?  Or  is  he  to  get  that  in- 
formation from  inoflScial  sources  ?  I  hope  not. 
I  hope  he  will  get  it  from  ourselves.  I  there- 
fore move  you — 

"  That  the  promptitude  and  frankness  with  which 
the  President  of  the  United  States  has  met  the  over- 
tures of  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  towards 
the  restoration  of  harmony  and  free  eommeroial  in* 
tercdurse  between  the  two  nations,  meets  the  appro- 
bation of  tins  House.'* 

Mr.  FiNDLAT  said  that  this  proposition  con- 
templated a  novelty  in  the  legislative  proceed- 
ing of  this  country.  Where  would  it  end  if  the 
House  were  now  to  make  a  solemn  resolution 
approving  of  the  conduct  of  the  President? 
The  answer  returned  to  the  speech  of  the  King 
in  monarchical  Governments  conmiitted  the 
House  making  it  to  all  that  was  contained  in 
it.  The  practice  in  this  country  had  been  Ions 
considered  an  evil ;  indeed,  he  thought  he  could 
show  by  the  journals  one  instance  in  which  the 
discussion  of  a  single  section  in  an  answer  occu- 
pied the  House  fourteen  or  fifteen  days.  It  was 
a  practice,  too,  which  introduced  at  the  very 
opening  of  the  session  all  that  irritation  that 
commonly  arose  in  the  course  of  a  session.  Mr. 
F.  said  he  supposed  there  was  not  a  member  in 
the  House  but  did  approve  of  the  President's 
exercise  of  the  authority  vested  in  him.  He 
presumed  that  they  approved  equally  also  of 
the  same  offer  heretofore  made  to  tlie  Court  of 
London.  If  the  House  were  to  approbate  the 
conduct  of  one  President,  they  must  approbate 
that  of  othera ;  and  the  conduct  of  the  different 
administrations  under  the  constitution  might  be 
brought  into  view.  Mr.  F.  was  totally  against 
this  motion,  or  any  other  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  Dana,  said  that  at  the  present  time  he 
should  certainly  not  be  for  adopting  the  resolu- 
tion. The  adopting  it  at  this  time  would  cer- 
tainly not  comport  with  tlie  object  professed  by 
the  mover,  which  he  had  understood  to  be,  to 
present  a  question  on  which  there  might  be  a 
general  view  of  the  conduct  of  the  Executive  in  • 
relation  to  the  object  in  question.  If  the  object 
was  to  bring  up  the  question  in  a  regular  form, 
that  gentlemen  might  express  themselves  fully 
in  relation  to  our  affairs,  it  was  very  proper 
that  this  subject  should  be  discussed  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
For  himself,  Mr.  D.  said  that  he  thought  the 
mode  of  answering  speeches  might  do  very  well 
in  such  a  Government  as  this,  and  whatever 
might  be  said  of  economy  of  time,  by  an  atten- 
tion to  the  actual  expense,  it  would  be  found 
that  in  feet  very  little  time  was  lost  by  it.  At 
the  last  session  of  Congress  a  committee  had 
reported  a  resolution  to  which  there  was  but 
two  dissentients ;  the  discussion  occupied  nearly 
three  weeks.  All  agreed  as  to  the  result,  but 
gentiemen  combated  each  other^s  argumentdi 
And  undoubtedly,  Mr.  D.  said,  the  rapidity  with 
which  the  Message  was  shot  through  a  Corn- 
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mittee  of  the  Whole,  was  rather  a  farcical  piece 
of  hooneas — and,  indeed,  it  was  not  without 
some  little  Burprise  that,  when  he  had  come  to 
the  Boose  thu  morning,  he  found  the  whole 
snhlect  disposed  of. 

Mr.  W.  AuBTON  said,  that  when  a  resolution 
like  the  one  proposed  was  presented  to  him,  the 
substance  of  which  met  his  approbation,  if  he 
was  compelled  to  Tote  directly  upon  it,  he 
would  rather  Yote  for  it  than  against  it.  But 
if  it  were  the  object  to  bring  before  the  House  a 
discoasion  upon  the  Message  of  the  President, 
and  to  return  an  answer  to  his  Ezoellencj's 
most  gracious  Message,  he  should  certainly  be 
opposed  to  it.  If  ever  there  had  been  one  par- 
ticular part  of  the  conduct  of  the  former  admin- 
istration which  had  met  the  approbation  of  the 
Bepublicans  of  this  countiy  generally,  it  was 
the  discontinuance  of  this  practice.  The  result 
of  the  alteration  was,  that  although  moVe  was 
done  during  the  sessions  of  the  Kepublican  Oon- 
greases,  they  terminated  them  three  or  four  weeks 
sooner  than  ever  had  been  done  before.  As  to 
the  opportunity  which  the  answers  afforded  for 
debate^  could  any  one  say  that  sujBScient  latitude 
had  not  been  taken  in  debate?  Had  not  gentle- 
men even  called  others  by  name,  and  introduced 
every  subject  on  any  question  ?  Mr.  A.  said  he 
was  pleased  with  what  had  been  done,  and  he 
oould  not  vote  that  he  was  not  pleased ;  but  he 
was  certainly  opposed  to  entering  into  a  full 
discussion,  at  the  opening  of  eadi  session,  of 
every  thing  which  was  to  come  under  the  con- 
ridention  of  the  House.  If  they  were  to  take 
up  this  resolution,  they  might  as  weU  take  some 
abstract  act  of  Mr.  Adams's,  he  being  still  living, 
and  discosB  his  political  life.  WAsmiiaToif,  at 
least  he  hoped,  having  departed  from  us,  would 
be  permitted  to  rest  in  peace. 

Mr.  Baooxt  said  that  with  other  gentlemen, 
he  eonld  not  but  regret  that  this  proposition 
had  been  brou^t  forward.  If  he  were  brouffht 
to  vote  upon  it,  he  need  not  tell  the  House  that 
be  should  cordially  vote  for  it ;  but  it  was  really 
ene  of  the  last  observations  which  he  had  ex- 
pected to  have  heard  from  any  gentleman  that 
we  wanted  field  for  debate.  He  had  thought 
that  the  grievance  was  the  other  way;  that  the 
canae  of  complaint  was,  that  they  consumed 
too  much  time  in  debate.  He  said  he  should 
cortainly  vote  for  the  resolution,  were  it  brought 
to  a  direct  vote ;  but,  for  the  purpose  of  placing 
heSom  the  House  the  view  of  the  subject  which 
he  entertiuned,  he  should  take  the  liberty  to 
move  an  amendment  to  it,  and  then  move  to 
r^ier  it  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The 
aroendoient  was  in  these  wordsw  proposed  to  be 
added  to  the  motion : — "  And  furnishes  an  ad- 
ditiond  proof  of  the  spirit  of  accommodation  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
which  has  at  no  time  been  intermitted." 

Mr.  J.  6.  Jaokbobt  moved  that  the  whole  sub- 
ject be  postponed  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  that  as  an  indefinite  post- 
ponement was  considered  as  tantamount  to  a 
rtgection— Ibr  it  prevents  a  renewal  of  the  sub- 
7ou  IV.— 9 


ject  during  the  sesnon,  and  a  rcjeotion  does 
nothing  more,  as  the  House  had  heretofore  had 
a  wofnl  experience  in  the  case  of  certain  ve^ 
pertinacious  petitioners;  and,  as  he  was  afraid, 
tbey  would  again  have  from  a  certain  body  of  peti- 
tioners,  who,  he  presumed,  had  not  entirely 
given  up  their  hopes  of  quarttfing  tiiemselves 
on  the  public  property— an  InOTfinite  postpone* 
ment,  then,  being  equivalent  to  a  r^ection,  he 
certainly  was  opposed  to  the  rejection  of  hia 
own  motion.  He  could  not  have  believed  that 
this  motion  would  have  been  r^ected  by  the 
House,  though  he  said  he  had  certainly  calcu- 
lated on  its  being  opposed  by  those  who  con- 
demned the  promptitude  and  frankness  with 
which  the  President  had  proceeded  to  restore, 
as  far  as  depended  on  him,  the  intercourse  be- 
tween the  two  nations.  It  is  this  part  of  the 
conduct  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
said  Mr.  B.,  on  which  I  mean  to  give  an  opin- 
ion—" By  the  President  of  the  United  States,  a 
proclamation"— and  in  that  proclamation,  in  my 
opinion,  he  has  deserved  well  of  his  country.  I 
ask  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
FiNBLAT,)  if  he  is  near  enough  to  hear  me  in 
this  vast  room,  when  have  I  proposed  bringing 
in  review  the  whole  measures  of  former  admin- 
istration ;  when  have  I  proposed  an  answer  to 
an  address  to  the  two  Houses  ?  I  have  propos- 
ed no  such  things  sir,  although  my  motion  is 
nearly  tantamount  to  it;  becirase  it  so  happens 
that  the  only  act  of  which  we  have  any  knowl- 
edge, except  the  laying  up  the  gunboats  in  dir 
dool^  which  I  also  most  cordially  approbate,,  is 
this  very  thing.  Now,  I  have  not  the  slightest 
objection,  if  the  gentieman  chooses,  that  the 
honorable  and  worthy  gentieman  from'Mana- 
chusettB  should  insist  on  a  venire  on  the  conduct 
of  any  former  President  of  the  United  States, 
but  I  beg  myself  to  be  excused  from  serving  on 
it  As  an  unqualified  juror,  I  choose  to  except 
myself ;  fbr,  really,  as  to  one  of  those  Presidents, 
his  career  does  not  yet  seem  to  be  finished.  It 
would  seem  as  if  he  meditated  another  batch  of 
midnig^tjudges,  and  another  midnight  retreat 
from  the  Capital  I  do,  therefore,  except  to 
myself  as  a  juror  as  to  him  or  any  other  Presi- 
dent *  IM  fMTtuia  nil  nisi  honvm.  Agreed,  sir. 
Let  the  good  that  men  do  live  after  them,  and 
the  evil  be  interred  in  their  graves.  But,  I 
would  ask  the  gentieman  from  Connectisut,  and 
the  gentieman  from  Pennsylvania,  also,  if  this 
be  one  of  their  abstract  propositions  9  How 
abstract,  I  pray  you  ?  Or,  if  it  be  one  of  those 
unmeaning  propositions^  the  discussion  of  which 
could  answer  no  good  to  this  House  t  It  would 
be  idle  in  us  now  to  be  trying  Mr.  Adams  on 
the  merits  of  the  sedition  law,  the  eight  per 
cent,  loans,  or  any  other  such  act  It  would 
answer  no  purpose ;  and  it  would  be  equally  idle 
and  fatile  to  pass  any  opinion  on  the  merits  or 
demerits  of  the  first  four  or  last  four  years  of 
the  late  administration,  for  this  plain  reason, 
the  question  bolts  upon  you,  eui  bono  f  What 
earthly  good  can  result  from  it?  But  is  that 
the  case  in  xelation  to  the  Executive,  on  whose 
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fatare  dispositions  rest  the  best  interests  of  this 
nation  ?  Is  tihat  a  mere  idle  discassion  ?  And 
is  it  come  to  this?  Is  this  House  so  sunk  in 
the  Executive  opinion,  (I  trust  not,  sir ;  I  abhor 
the  idea,)  that  its  approbation  of  a  great  course 
of  national  policj  is  to  pass  for  nothing ;  is  it  to 
have  no  influence  on  the  conduct  of  the  Execu- 
Uve  of  the  United  States?  This,  sir,  is  taking 
higher  doctrine  than  was  ever  advanced  hj 
those  who  wished  to  see  the  President  open 
Parliament  by  a  speech  from  the  throne,  it  is 
taking  higher  ground  than  the  Minister  of  that 
country  from  which  the  precedent  was  derived. 
The  weight  of  the  House  of  Commons  is  felt  too 
sensibly  there  for  their  inclinations  not  to  be 
sounded  by  motions  from  their  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  their  members  of  opposition,  in 
relation  to  the  great  course  of  foreign  affiurs. 
And,  sir,  shall  we  now  be  told  that  it  is  a  mere 
matter  of  moonshine,  a  thing  of  no  moment, 
whether  this  House  really  does  approve  the 
conduct  of  tiie  Administration  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  or  disapproves  it  ? 
Praise,  in  my  opinion,  properly  and  not  prod- 
igally bestowed,  is  one  of  the  best  resources  of 
a  nation.  Why  is  this  House  called  upon,  and 
I  am  sorry  to  say  it  is,  too  often,  and  too  light- 
ly, to  give  its  sanction  to  the  conduct  of  individ- 
uals in  the  public  service,  if  its  approbation  is 
estimated  so  trivially  ?  ]Mo^  sir ;  this  is  a  great 
question  which  I  have  presented  to  you,  and 
gentlemen  may  hamper  it  with  as  many  amend- 
ments as  they  please;  they  cannot  keep  the 
question  out  of  sight.  Some  may  be  against  it 
because  they  are  far  it;  some  because  it  does 
harm,  and  some  because  it  does  no  good.  The 
question  cannot  be  kept  out  of  sight ;  it  has  been 

E resented  to  the  American  people  and  they 
ave  decided  it,  decide  you  how  you  may. 
With  respect  to  the  gentleman's  amendment,  I 
need  not  tell  him,  I  presume,  that  I  shall  vote 
most  pointedly  against  it,  because,  in  my  opin- 
ion, it  does  not  contain  the  truth.  The  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  rMr.  BAooNVwill  be 
among  the  last  of  the  members  of  this  House  td 
attribute  to  me  an  improper  sentiment  in  regturd 
to  him,  when  I  say  that  it  does  not  contain  the 
truth.  If  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
chooses,  in  imitation  of  another  Eastern  nation 
— ^not  those  who  tried  their  Kings  after  they 
were  emtombed,  but  those  who  consigned  to 
one  common  grave  the  living  and  the  dead  ;  if 
he  be  willing  to  attach  the  sound,  healthy  body 
of  the  present  Administration — ^healthy  so  far, 
and,  I  trust,  fortifying  itself  against  contagions 
— ^to  the  dead  corpse  of  the  last,  let  him.  He 
shall  not  have  my  assistance  in  doing  it ;  nor 
have  I  the  least  desire  to  draw  a  marked  dis- 
tinction between  the  two  Administrations.  The 
^ntleman  will  hardly  suspect  that  I  am  seek- 
mg  fEivor  at  court.  Mv  object  is  plain.  It  is 
to  say  to  the  President  that,  in  issuing  that  pro- 
clamation, he  has  acted  wisely,  and  we  approve 
of  it.  I  know,  sir,  that  there  are  men  who 
condemn  the  conduct  of  tlie  President  in  issu- 
ing the  proclamation;   and  why?    They  say 


he  was  precipitate.  Where  was  the 
sity,  they  will  tell  you,  of  declaring  that  the 
Orders  in  Council  will  have  been  withdrawn! 
This  is  the  language  of  objection.  There  ii 
a  difference  of  opinion  subsisting  in  this  ooon- 
try  on  these  two  points.  There -are  men  who 
condemn  this  proclamation,  and  men  who  con- 
demn the  construction  given  by  the  Exeeative 
to  the  non-intercourse  law.  I  approve  both.  I 
wish  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  have 
the  approving  sentiment  of  this  House,  and  to 
have  that  approbation  as  a  guide  to  his  Ivtore 
conduct ;  and  I  put  it  to  the  gentl^nan  from 
Massachusetts  whether  it  be  £ur  to  mingle  it 
with  the  old,  stale,  refuse  stuff  of  the  embargo  ? 
No,  sir  ;  let  him  not  put  his  new  wine  into  old 
bottles.  There  is  a  difference  of  opinion  in  this 
country.  The  President  of  the  United  States 
stands  condenmed  by  men  in  this  iuiti<m,  and, 
as  I  believe,  in  this  House,  for  having  iasoed 
that  proclamation,  and  put  that  constnictioa  on 
the  non-intercourse  law.  I  wish  to  see  by  how 
many  he  is  thus  condemned.  I  do  not  -wvAi  to 
see  the  question  shirked — ^to  see  it  blinked.  If 
there  be  a  mi\jority  of  the  House,  as  I  believe 
there  is,  in  favor  of  the  conduct  of  the  Pi^es- 
ident,  I  wish  him  to  have  that  iq>probation  ex- 
pressed as  a  guide  to  his  future,  and  a  support 
to  his  present  conduct.  It  is  due  to  him.  8ir, 
have  I  moved  you  a  nauseous,  sickening  resolu- 
tion, stuffed  with  adulation  ?  Nothing  like  it ; 
but,  a  resolution  that  the  promptitude  and  frank- 
ness with  which  the  President  of  tihe  United 
States  has  met  the  overtures  of  the  British 
Government  towards  a  restoration  of  the  an- 
cient state  of  things  between  the  two  countries 
^-the  state  prior  to  the  memorable  n<m-impor- 
tation  act  of  1806 — ^meets  the  approbation  of 
this  House.  Either  it  does,  or  it  does  not.  If 
it  does,  let  us  say  so.  If  it  does  not,  let  us  say 
so.  If  gentlemen  think  this  House  never  ought 
to  express  an  opinion,  but  leave  the  President 
to  grope  in  the  dark  as  to  our  views,  or  get 
them  through  inofficial  channels,  I  presume  Sie 
previous  question  will  be  taken,  or  motioB 
made  that  the  resolution  lie  upon  the  table. 
The  gentlemen  from  Pennsylvania  says,  sh^ 
we  go  back,  and  approve  of  what  he  conceiveB 
to  be  similar  conduct  of  the  late  Preadent  of 
the  United  States  in  relation  to  the  embargo  f 
I  hope  not,  sir.  But  if  a  nuyoritv  <tf  this  House 
choose  to  ao  so,  let  them.  I  shall  say  no.  Biit| 
why  mingle  two  subjects  together,  <m  which 
there  does  exist— ^nd  I  am  afnud  it  will  leak 
out  on  this  very  vote  of  indefinite  postpone- 
ment— 80  very  material  a  difference  <^  opinioii 
in  different  parts  of  the  House  ?  For  example : 
I  do  not  think  of  the  offer  about  the  embargo 
as  the  gentlemen  from  Massachusetts  and  Flim- 
sy Ivania  think ;  and  I  think  it  probable  that 
those  two  gentlemen  do  not  thing  of  this  pro- 
clamation and  the  construction  given  to  the 
non-intercourse  law,  as  I  think.  And  whj 
should  we  make  a  sort  of  hotch-potch  of  two 
subjects,  on  which  we  do  not  think  alike,  for 
the  purpose  of  getting  us  all  united  against 
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both!  It  is  an  old  adage,  and  a  very  homely 
one,  perhaps  too  mnch  so  for  the  delicate  ears 
of  th&  assembly,  that  if  yon  pnt  one  addled  egg 
into  a  pudding,  yon  may  add  fresh  ones,  ad  in- 
finitufik,  bat  yon  can  never  sweeten  it.  And, 
air,  I  defy  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
with  all  his  political  cookery,  by  pouring  out 
of  the  jar  of  our  present  situation  into  the  old 
mess,  to  sweeten  it. 

In  the  year  1806,  we  passed  that  miserable  old 
non-importation  act,  which  last  session  we  re- 
pealed ;  and  really,  sir,  we  got  rid  of  it  with  an 
adroitness  which  pleased  me  exceedingly.  Kever 
was  an  obnoxious  measure  more  handsomely 
anothered  by  its  avowed  Mends.    Gentlemen 
said  it  was  merged  in  the  non-intercourse  act, 
and  therefore,  as  a  matter  of  indifference,  they 
would  repeal  it ;  and  when  the  non-intercourse 
act  shall  expire  by  its  own  limitaUon,  at  the 
end  of  this  session,  or  be  suspended  by  the  Pres- 
ident's proclamation,  as  it  is  in  relation  to 
Great  Britain,  there  is  an  end  of  both ;    and 
thus,  the  old  measure,  the  old,  original  sin  to 
which  we  owe  our  first  difficulties,  was  as  much 
gotten  rid  of  as  if  a  mcgority  of  this  House  had 
declared  it  an  unwise  measure,  and  therefore 
repealed  it.    I  do  recollect  to  have  heard  one 
gentleman  (Vbt.  Eppes)  say,  that  unless  the  sec- 
tion repealing  this  law  were  striken  out,  he 
should  be  compeDed  to  vote  against  the  bill. 
He  conjured  the  Hoase  to  cling  to  the  old  non- 
importation act  as  the  last  vestige  and  symbol 
of  resistance  to  British  oppression ;    but  the 
House  was  deaf  to  his  call,  and  the  non-impor- 
tation act  wasplonged  beneath  the  wave,  never, 
I  trust,  to  rise  again.    When,  therefore,  the 
late  President  of  the  United  8tates  made  an  of- 
fer to  Great  Britain  to  suspend  the  embargo  as 
to  her,  provided  she  would  withdraw  her  Or- 
ders in  Council,  I  will  suppose  that  she  had  ac- 
cepted that  offer.    In  what  situation  would  she 
have  stood  in  relation  to  the  United  States? 
Her  fine  doths,  her  leather,  her  watches,  her 
this  and  her  that,  would  have  been  prohibited 
admittance  into  this  country  under  the  old  non- 
importation act  of  1806^  which   would  have 
been  in  force.    That  act,  in  point  of  fact,  had  no 
operation  on  her  adversary.    Her  ships  would 
have  been  prohibited  the  use  of  our  waters, 
wliile  the  ships  of  war  of  her  enemy  were  ad- 
mitted.   Did  that  make  no  difference  ?    That, 
nr,  w^ould  have  been  the  situation  of  the  two 
eoantries,  provided  she  had  accepted  the  offer 
to  suspend  the  embargo  as  to  herself— the  old 
non-importation  act  in  operation,  her  ships  of 
war  excluded,  and  her  rival's  admitted.    I  pray 
yoo,  was  not  that  the  condition  of  the  country 
-when  Mr.  Bose  arrived?    Was  there  not  some 
difficulty,  under  the  proclamation,  in  the  ad- 
mission of  the  Statira  frigate,  bearing  that  Min- 
ister into  our  waters?    And  were  not  French 
ships  of  war  then,  and  have  they  not  since  been 
riding  quietly  at  Annapolis,  Norfolk,  and  else- 
where ?    Has  not,  in  fact,  the  gallant  Captain 
Decatur  taken  our  own  seamen  out  of  one  of 
tbem?    And  yet,  sir,  the  offer  at  that  time 


made  by  us  has  been  identified  with  the  negotia- 
tion between  Mr.  Secretarv  Smith  and  Mr.  Er- 
skine.  What  then  was  her  situation?  The 
non-importation  act  in  force,  her  ships  excluded 
and  those  of  France  admitted^  and  nothing  in 
force  in  relation  to  France  except  the  embargo. 
What  is  now  the  situation  of  affairs  ?  Trade 
with  her  is^  restored  to  the  same  sitaation,  in 
point  of  fact,  in  which  it  stood  when  Congress 
met  here  in  1805  and  1806 — at  the  memorable 
first  session  of  the  ninth  Congress,  which  gene- 
rated the  old  non-importation  act  of  1806.  Her 
ships  of  war  are  admitted  into  our  waters,  her 
trade  is  freed  from  embarrassment,  while  the 
ships  of  her  adversary  are  excluded  and  the 
trade  between  us  and  her  adversary  forbidden 
by  law.  WhUe,  therefore,  I  am  ready  and  will- 
ing to  approve  the  conduct  of  the  present  Ad- 
ministration, it  is  not  because  I  conceive  that 
they  have  effected  any  thing  so  very  difficult — 
that  they  have  obtained  any  such  mighty  con- 
cession — ^but,  becanse  they  have  done  their 
duty.  Yes,  sir ;  we  all  recollect  that  titie  ob- 
jections made  to  the  treaty  negotiated  by  Mr. 
Monroe,  and  Mr.  Pinkney,  on  two  great  lead- 
ing accounts :  Ist.  That  it  contained  no  express 
provision  against  the  impressment  of  seamen. 
Is  there  any  provision  now  made  ?  No,  sir. 
The  next  objection  to  the  treaty  was  the  note 
attached  to  it  by  Lords  Holland  and  Auckland. 
What,  sir,  did  gentlemen  on  this  floor  say  was 
the  purport  of  this  note  ?  That  its  object  was 
to  put  us  in  a  state  of  amity  in  respect  to  Great 
Bntain,  at  the  expense  of  the  risk  of  collision 
with  France.  On  account  of  this  note,  the 
treaty  and  the  treaty-makers  have  been  politi- 
oally  damned.  And  yet-,  we  are  now.  in  point 
of  &ct,  in  that  very  situation,  in  relation  to  the 
two  nations,  in  which  it  was  said  that  the  Brit- 
ish Commissioners,  by  the  note,  aimed  to  place 
us,  and  which  was  a  sufficient  reason,  according 
to  the  arguments  of  gentlemen,  for  r^'ecting  the 
treaty.  The  note  was  a  sort  of  lien,  gentlemen 
said,  that  would  put  us  in  a  state  of  hostility 
with  regard  to  France,  and  amity  with  regard 
to  England.  We  refused  to  give  our  bond,  for 
such  it  was  represented  (however  unjustly)  to 
be,  to  be  sure,  sir  ;  but  we  have  paid  the  mo- 
ney. We  have  done  the  very  thing  which  gen- 
tlemen say  the  note  aimed  to  induce  us  to  do. 
We  have  put  ourselves  in  a  situation  endanger- 
ing collision  with  France,  and  almost  insuring 
amity  with  England.  We  have  destroyed  the 
old  non-importation  act  The  non-intercourse 
act  is  suspended  as  to  her.  Trade  is  agcdn  free. 
There  is  nothing  now  to  prohibit  her  ships, 
whether  for  commerce  or  war,  from  coming  into 
our  waters,  whilst  our  trade  with  France  is 
completely  cut  off,  and  her  ships  excluded  from 
our  waters.  I  cannot  too  often  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  this  fact,  on  which  I  am 
compelled  to  dwell  and  dilate  to  get  rid  of  this 
merciless  motion,  which  kills  whUe  it  professes 
to  cure.  When  Mr.  Rose  came  into  this  coun- 
try, French  ships  of  war  were  freely  admitted ; 
English  ships  were  excluded. 
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As  "  the  physician,  in  spite  of  himself^"  says 
in  one  of  Moliere's  best  comedies,  an  a  change 
tout  eela — ^the  thing  is  wholly  reversed.  We 
are  likely  to  be  on  good  terms  with  England, 
xnangre  the  best  exertions  of  some  of  onr  poli- 
ticians. Trade  with  Great  Britain  is  nnshack- 
,eled,  her  ships  are  admitted,  trade  with  France 
is  forbidden :  and  French  ships  excluded,  as  far 
as  it  can  be  done  by  paper.  Now,  in  the  name 
of  common  sense,  what  more  could  Mr.  Canning 
himself  want,  than  to  produce  this  very  strik- 
ing and  sudden  change  in  the  relations  between 
the  two  countries  ?  For  a  long  time  previous, 
it  was  the  ships  of  En^and  that  were  excluded, 
while  tiiose  of  her  adversaries  were  admitted. 
And  we  know  that  we  could  not  have  touched 
her  in  a  more  jealous  point  than  in  her  navy. 
Things  are  now  reversed — we  have  dexterously 
shuffled  tiie  non-importation  act  out  of  the 
pack,  renewed  trade  with  her,  admitted  her 
ships,  and  excluded  those  of  France.  And 
what,  I  ask  this  House,  has  the  British  Minister 
given  us  in  requital  for  this  change  of  our  posi- 
tion in  relation  to  him  and  his  rival  belligerent? 
The  revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Council — this  is 
the  mighty  boon.  For,  with  respect  to  his 
offer  in  relation  to  satiafaotion  for  the  attack  on 
the  Chesapeake,  he  made  that  offer  to  Mr.  Mon- 
roe spontaneously,  on  the  spur  of  the  occasion, 
and  there  is  not  a  doubt  in  my  mind  but  that 
we  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  receive  it  at  that 
time,  provided  the  instructions  of  our  Minis- 
ter had  permitted  him  to  receive  it ;  but,  per- 
chance, sir,  if  he  had  received  it,  we  might  have 
been  at  this  day  discussing  his  message,  and  not 
the  message  of  another  President.  iJl  tiiat  Mr. 
Canning  has  given  this  country  is  a  reiteration 
of  his  offer  to  make  reparation  for  the  affair  of 
the  Chesapeake,  and  his  withdraw^  of  the  Or- 
ders in  Council;  aj^d  to  what  did  they  amount? 
Bo  soon  as  you,  by  your  own  law,  out  off  your 
trade  with  France,  he  agrees  to  revoke  the  orders 
interfering  with  it  Mr.  Canning  might  as  well 
have  withdrawn  blank  paper.  They  had  noth- 
ing left  to  operate  upon.  The  body- upon  which 
they  were  to  operate  was  destroyed  by  our  own 
act,  to  wit,  the  trade  of  France.  And  sir,  while 
I  compliment  the  present  state  of  things,  and 
the  conduct  on  the  part  of  our  Government 
which  has  led  to  it,  I  cannot  say  that  we  have 
greatl  V  overreached  Mr.  Canning  in  this  bargain, 
in  mal±[ig  an  exchange  of  the  <Hd  non-importa- 
tion act  with  the  admission  of  English,  and  ex- 
clusion of  French  ships  and  trade,  for  the  Or- 
ders in  OoundL  Mr.  Canning  obtained  as  good 
a  bargain  out  of  us  as  he  could  have  expected  to 
obtain ;  and  those  gentlemen  who  speak  of  his 
having  heretofore  had  it  in  his  power  to  have 
done  the  same,  did  not  take  into  calculation  the 
material  difference  between  the  situation  in 
which  we  now  stand,  and  the  situation  in  which 
we  before  stooA — ^to  say  nothing  at  all  of  Great 
Britain^s  having  t^en  a  stand  against  the  em- 
bargo, having  declared  that  she  had  nothing  to 
offer  in  exchange  for  it ;  that  we  might  keep  it 
as  long  as  we  pleased.    If  she  had  accepted  our 


offer,  as  I  before  stated,  the  old  non-importatkm 
law  would  have  been  in  operation,  her  ships  of 
war  would  have  been  excluded,  whilst  thoee  of 
France  were  admitted.  Now^the  non-impor- 
tation act  is  not  in  force,  her  ships  are  permitted 
to  enter  our  waters,  and  thoee  of  France  exclud- 
ed. And  what  has  this  sarcastic  Minister  of 
Great  Britain  ^ven  us  in  exchange  ?  The  Or- 
ders in  Coun^  which  had  completely  ceased 
to  operate  by  the  cutting  off  of  the  trade  be- 
tween us  and  France.  Let  me  state  this  argu- 
ment in  a  shape  most  favorable  to  onrselveak 
and  least  so  to  the  British  Government.  I 
i^eak  as  to  argument ;  for,  as  to  friendship  be- 
tween nations,  there  is  no  friendship  in  trade. 
We  ought  to  get  the  best  bargain  out  of  them 
that  we  coul<^  and  it  was  the  duty  of  their  Min- 
ister to  get  the  best  out  of  us.  Let  ns  throw 
out  of  view  the  exclusion  of  French  ships  and 
IVench  commerce.  Is  the  removal  of  the  non- 
importation act,  and  the  admission  of  British 
vessels,  nothing?  What  has  Mr.  Canning  given 
you  in  return?  The  Orders  in  OouncS — and 
what  were  they  worth  to  him  ?    Not  a  straw. 

Mr.  Holland  said  he  had  no  doubt  thai  the 
President  had  done  his  duty  in  the  case  refer- 
red to  in  the  proposition  under  oonaderation ; 
and  as  he  had  entertained  no  doubt  but  the 
President  would,  on  this  and  eiPery  other  occa- 
sion, do  his  duty,  he  said  he  felt  no  exceadve 
joy  on  the  occasion.  It  was  only  an  ordinaiy 
act  of  duty  well  performed,  and  tl^erefore  he 
was  not  willing  to  distinguish  it  from  those  nu- 
merous acts  which  he  trusted  would  be,  as  they 
had  heretofore  been  performed,  by  the  Execu- 
tive. Were  he  the  author  of  the  proposition, 
he  should  have  many  scruples  as  to  the  pn^rie- 
ty  of  offering  such  a  one.  Were  the  precedent 
to  be  set  by  the  passage  of  this  resolution,  the 
House  might  hereafter  witness  a  strngde  on 
the  floor  to  determine  who  should benrst to 
come  forward  with  a  proposition  expreaave  of 
approbation.  The  human  mind  might  be  so 
operated  upon  that  the  Executive  might  feel 
himself  under  an  obligation  to  promote  &ie  per- 
son bringing  forward  such  a  motion.  ^  said 
Mr.  H.,  womd  be  one  of  the  last  to  introduoe 
such  a  motion  were  I  a  friend  to  the  President; 
and  if  I  were  not  a  fiiend  to  the  President.  I 
would  not  bring  it  forward,  lest  it  shonld  be 
thought  that  I  was  courting  ^Etvor  in  his  eyes. 
But  why,  sir,  should  this  House  give  an  expres- 
sion of  approbation  of  the  President  f  Because, 
we  are  told,  itmay  be  a  guide  to  him  hereafter. 
Let  this  House  be  carefm  how  it  acta,  and  at- 
tend to  its  own  duties.  The  Preddent  does  not 
stand  in  need  of  this  kind  of  support  I  never 
will  step  forward  as  a  member  of  this  House,  to 
excite  him  to  his  duty  by  a  vote  of  this  kindL  I 
believe  he  possesses  an  attachment  to  his  duty 
sufficient  to  induce  him  to  perform  it.  I  believe 
that  the  voice  of  the  people  of  the  United  States 
is  such,  in  relation  to  the  present  and  late  Pres- 
ident, that  they  believe  they  were  well  disposed 
to  do  their  duty,  and  that  they  have  done  their 
duty ;  but  it  does  not  follow  that  we  onght  to 
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express  our  approbation  as  to  any  particnlar  act. 
The  gentleman  himself  says  that  the  President 
has  only  done  his  duty.  Is  it  not  surprising, 
then,  that  we  are  called  npon  to  give  him  the 
approbation  of  this  Honsef  What  would  be 
inferred  from  this  procedure?  Why,  that  it  is 
so  seldom  our  Presidents  have  done  their  duty, 
that,  in  the  very  first  instance  in  which  they 
have  done  it,  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  had 
discovered  and  applauded  it.  If  the  gentleman 
thinks  so,  I  wholly  disagree  with  him.  If  our 
officers  do  their  duty  properly,  they  will  receive 
the  thanks  of  the  nation ;  and  where  is  the  pro- 
priety of  singling  out  for  approbation  or  disap-' 
probation  this  particular  act  ?  I  see  none.  It 
is  asked,  will  you  leave  tJie  Pre^dent  of  the 
United  States  to  grope  in  the  dark,  and  not  let 
bim  know  whether  he  has  received  our  appro- 
bation or  not  ?  And  is  the  President  to  judge 
from  the  thanks  of  the  House  that  he  has  done 
his  duty?  How  is  he  to  know  that  they  have 
expressed  their  sense  of  his  conduct  from  proper 
motives?  Would  he  not  be  right  to  suspect 
those  who  vote  for,  and  more  especially  those 
who  bring  forward  such  a  proposition,  of  im- 
proper motives  ?  He  would  be  left  still  worse 
to  grope  in  the  dark.  It  has  been  said  that 
former  Premdents  have  been  deceived  in  conse- 
quence of  votes  of  approbation ;  and  the  same 
would  again  occur.  On  every  ground  I  am  op- 
posed to  the  passing  such  resolutions  on  princi- 
ple, and  Shan  therefore  vote  for  indefinite  post- 
ponement.   It  was  indefinitely  postponed. 


SATUBDAy,  May  37. 
Sedition  Law, 
Mr.  Stanford  said  he  had  risen  to  offer  a 
resohtton,  which  he  wanted  to  have  offered 
immediately  after  that  which  had  been  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Yimnia,  (Mr.  Ran- 
dolph,) and  adopted  by  the  House,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  prosecutions  for  libel  at  common  law; 
but  not  being  able  to  get  the  floor,  he  would 
now  beg  leave  to  move  his  by  way  of  instruc- 
tion to  the  same  committee.  That  committee, 
Mr.  S.  said,  had  been  charged  with  an  inquiry 
into  what  prosecutions  for  ubel  at  common  law 
had  been  institnted  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,  which  he  hoped  the  committee  would 
duly  make,  and  lay  before  the  House.  Thus 
the  House  would  see  what  system  of  persecu- 
tion, if  any,  had  been  resorted  to,  and  cherished 
by  the  late  Administration  or  its  friends,  in  any 
part  of  the  United  States ;  and  he  equaUy  hoped 
some  remedy  might  be  devised  at  this  time,  the 
begging  of  a  new  Administration,  to  obviate 
any  like  occurrence  in  Mure.  But,  said  Mr.  S., 
let  it  not  be  that  any  thing  be  done  partially. 
While  we  are  abont  to  bring  to  our  view  all  the 
cases  of  prosecution  for  libel  under  the  com- 
mon law,  we  are  not  likely  to  know  any  tiling 
about  proseontions  for  libel  which  had  occurred 
under  the  sedition  law,  and  that  too  under  a 
different  Administration.  We  have  not  author- 
ized any  soch  inquiry.    That  abuses  have  oc- 


curred under  both,  is  but  too  probable,  and  I 
think  it  will  be  liberal,  as  it  is  just  and  fair,  to 
make  the  inquiry  more  general  on  the  subject. 
If  any  citizen  has  been  oppressed  or  injured  by 
such  prosecutions,  let  it  be  known,  and  let  jus- 
tice be  done  him ;  even  now,  if  with  propriety 
any  way  can  be  devised  to  do  so.  Inquiry, 
however,  is  all  that  is  asked  for  the  present. 

It  may  be  perceived,  said  Mr.  S.,  and  if  not,  I 
wish  it  should  be  understood  when  I  speak  of  jus- 
tice being  done,  that  I  speak  with  rather  peculiar 
reference  to  a  gentleman  of  this  House,  who 
has  been  a  principal  sufferer  under  the  well- 
known  sedition  law.  I  think  it  never  too  late 
to  do  justice,  under  whatever  circumstances  or 
motives  of  policy  it  may  have  been  withheld  for 
a  time.  I  trust  no  gentleman  will,  upon  this 
occasion,  suspect  me  of  a  design  to  excite  any 
party  feelings.  It  certainly  is  not  my  wlih, 
whatever  may  be  the  effect.  The  resolution  t 
lun  about  to  offer  is  not  so  framed,  nor  would 
it  necessarily  involve  the  question  of  the  con-* 
stitutionality  of  the  law.  I  feel  persuaded, 
therefore,  that  the  different  gentlemen  of  the 
House  may,  from  a  spirit  of  ubwality  and  fair 
concession,  indulge  the  inquiry  asked  for. 

But,  sir,  said  he,  since  the  other  inquiry  has 
been  gone  into,  it  cannot  be  unfair  to  say  that 
the  majority  of  the  House  owe  it  to  themselves 
to  extend  the  inquiry,  as  well  to  cases  of  prose- 
cution under  the  sedition  law,  as  to  those  under 
the  common  law ;  and  I  shall  be  permitted  to 
say  also,  they  owe  it  as  well  to  the  feelmgs 
and  sufferings  of  the  gentleman  to  whom  I 
have  alluded.  Whatever  may  be  the  aspect  of 
political  opinions  and  parties  now,  it  is  known 
to  von,  shr,  and  a  few  others  on  this  floor,  that 
to  nim  much  is  due  for  the  present  ascendency 
of  the  majority ;  perhaps  to  no  one  more,  to 
the  extent  of  his  inhere  of  action  and  influence. 
In  the  &mous  contested  election  for  President 
in  this  House,  eight  or  nine  years  ago,  he  gave 
the  vote  of  a  State,  which  sufficed  to  decide  the 
contest ;  and  more  especially  so,  if  the  blank 
votes  of  the  State  of  Maryland  could  have  ren- 
dered that  vote  doubtful.  But,  however  such 
considerations  may  or  may  not  avail,  nothing  is 
more  clear  to  me  than  that  the  inquiry  should 
be  indulged  on  the  most  liberal  principles. 

Beeoivedf  That  the  committee,  i^pointed  to  inquire 
into  what  prosecutionfl  for  libels  at  common  law  haTS 
been  instituted  before  the  courts  of  the  United  States, 
be  instructed  to  inquire  what  prosecutions  for  libels 
have  been  instituted  before  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  under  the  second  section  of -the  act  entitled 
"  An  act  in  addition  to  an  aot^  entitled  *  An  act  for 
the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
States/**  passed  the  14th  day  of  July,  1798,  and  the 
expediency  of  remunerating  the  sufferers  under  such 
prosecutions. 

Mr.  Sawysb  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  adding,  at  the  end  of  it,  the  words  ^^and 
that  the  committee  also  inquire  whether  ax^ 
and  what  private  compensation  has  been  made 
to  such  suffering  persons.'^ 

Mr.  Magon  said  he  did  not  know  how  the 
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oommittee  could  go  about  to  make  such  an  in- 
luirj  as  that  contemplated  by  the  amendment, 
.he  gentleman  must  be  well  satisfied  that  the 
Govermnent  could  not  rightfully  inquire  into 
transactions  between  individuals. 

Mr.  Dana,  said  that  he  had  no  particular  ob- 
jection to  meet  this  inquiry.  As  to  the  disclos- 
ure of  facts  as  to  the  reimbursement  by  individ-, 
ual  contribution,  it  might  be  amusing,  if  this 
House  had  authority  to  make  it.  He  said  he 
should  like  to  know  who  contributed  to  the  re- 
lief of  James  Thompson  Oallender,  when  he  was 
prosecuted ;  but  he  had  some  doubt  whether  it 
was  proper  to  enter  into  any  inquiry  or  whether 
it  was  proper  to  pass  the  resolution  pointing  to 
the  remuneration  of  sufferers  under  tne  sedition 
law.  He  should  have  supposed  that  it  might  be 
proper  to  leave  it  at  large  for  the  committee  to 
report.  He  said  he  had  certainly  no  objection 
to  inquire,  though  he  conceived  that  prosecu- 
tions at  common  law  and  under  the  sedition  law 
were  essentially  different;  because,  supposing 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  pass  such 
a  law,  the  courts  of  the  United  States  might 
take  cognizance  of  it ;  but,  without  such  a  law, 
it  did  not  belong  to  the  iudiciary  to  extend  its 
care  to  the  protection  of  the  Government  from 
Blander.  Such  was  the  decision  of  Judge  Chase, 
(said  Mr.  D.,)  who  decided  that  the  court  had 
no  jurisdiction  at  common  law  in  suits  for  libel; 
and  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
never  did  decide  the  question.  The  strong 
contrast  U  this :  that  while  there  was  a  descrip- 
tion of  men  who  said  that  no  prosecution  could 
be  had  at  common  law  for  libel,  nor  under  the 
statute  which  modified  the  conunon  law  so  as 
to  allow  the  truth  to  be  given  in  evidence — ^who, 
while  they  excited  indignation  against  this 
statute,  should  afterwards  undertake  to  insti- 
tute prosecutions  at  conunon  law  where  there 
was  no  limitation  in  favor  of  the  defendant. 
There  1b  this  difference  in  the  oases:  that  we 
find  practice  precisely  diffsrent  from  professions. 
I  do  not  say  tnat  the  heads  of  departments  were 
instrumental  in  instituting  these  prosecutions ; 
but  it  marks  some  of  the  subordinate  men  who 
were  active  in  making  professions.  I  am  very 
willing  that  the  proposed  inquiry  should  be 
made;  but  I  cannot  see  the  propriety  of  our 
undertaking  to  give  any  opinion  as  to  remuner- 
ating those  who  suffered. 

Mr,  Stanfobd  said : — ^Mr.  Speaker.  I  would 
ask  if  my  colleague's  motion  of  amenchnent  can 
be  in  order?  It  is  no  concern  of  this  House, 
or  of  the  Gk>vemment,  what  private  contribu- 
tions may  have  been  made  to  the  gentleman 
fh)m  Kentucky ;  and,  if  it  was,  the  inquiry  is 
imposrible.  [The  Spsakeb  said,  not  being  able 
to  enter  into  the  views  of  the  mover  of  the 
amendment,  he  considered  the  motion  in  order.] 
Then,  said  Mr.  S.,  if  my  colleague  is  anxious 
to  know  what  he  could  not  otherwise  know,  I 
will  tell  him  I  had  contributed  a  small  sum  to 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  as  a  sufferer  in 
what  was  then  considered  a  common  cause; 
but)  upon  his  return  to  his  seat  in  the  House, 


he  could  not  brook  the  idea  of  such  a  contri- 
bution, and  returned  the  amount  to  myself  I 
know,  and  to  others  I  believe.  My  ooUea^e 
would  do  well  to  tell  us  how  muob  he  contrib- 
uted. It  was  well  known  contributions  were 
made  in  a  quarter  not  £ur  from  him ;  and  if  he 
did  not,  I  am  well  persuaded  it  was  not  for  the 
want  of  sympathy  on  his  part,  or  extreme  zeal 
in  Uie  democratic  cause ;  for  I  am  confident  I 
have  seen  as  much  or  more  seditions  matter 
from  under  his  pen,  than  I  ever  saw  frtnn  under 
that  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  Be 
that,  however,  as  it  may,  I  am  for  one  wiUing, 
if  no  constitutional  difficulty  can  be  shown,  to 
remunerate  the  sufferers — at  least  to  take  such 
money  out  of  tiie  treasury,  and  restore  it  to  its 
original,  rightful  owners ;  and  if  it  cannot  be 
consistently  done,  why  the  inquiry  can  do  no 
harm.  But,  indeed,  we  have  great  examples 
in  the  case  before  us.  Did  not  the  late  Presi- 
dent, when  he  came  into  place,  refuse  to  let 
such  money  come  into  the  treasury  in  the  case 
of  the  wordiless  Oallender  ?  As  the  pn^>er  au- 
thority, he  thrust  it  from  him  as  unworthy  the 
coffers  of  his  country ;  and  did  not  his  doing  so 
meet  general  ai)probation  ?  I  confess  it  met 
mine  most  cordially,  and  I  believe  it  did  that 
of  my  colleague  also.  Have  we  not,  moreover, 
the  best  recorded  proof  that  the  present  Presi- 
dent holds  similar  opinions  on  this  subject? 
His  splendid  opposition  to  the  sedition  law  is 
the  proof  to  which  I  allude,  and  is,  in  my  mind, 
conclusive  on  this  sulgect  But  if  it  were  not, 
where  is  the  impropriety  of  an  inquiry  ?  The 
House  will  be  better  able  to  decide  when  the 
whole  matter  shall  come  fairly  before  them. 

Mr.  QuiNOT  said  this  appeared  to  be  a  wypo- 
sition  to  aid  a  sin^e  individual ;  and,  by  the 
amendment,  gentiemen  who  had  aided  thi^  in- 
dividual were  anxious  to  prevent  him  from  nin- 
ing  more  than  he  had  paid.  It  was  a  kind  of 
application  to  the  House  to  repay  to  those  per- 
sons who  relieved  the  sufferers  under  the  sedi- 
tion act,  the  sums  which  they  had  paid.  If 
this  were  the  object^  Mr.  Q.  suggested  whether 
it  would  not  be  proper  for  them  to  oome  for- 
ward and  lay  their  claim  in  the  ordinary  f<mn 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  Sawybb  said  he  was,  as  he  always  had 
been,  willing  to  contribute  his  mite  to  Uie  re- 
lief of  the  sufferers ;  but  he  did  not  wish  to 
see  them  remunerated  from  the  public  treasuxy. 

Mr.  Lroif. — ^I  have  for  some  time  been  in 
suspense  whether  I  ought^  or  ought  not  to  make 
any  observations  on  the  subject  before  the 
House ;  delicacy  on  the  one  hand  bids  me  be 
silent,  while  a  duty  I  owe  to  myself  to  my  fam* 
ily,  and  to  the  nation,  requires  (that  since  my 
particular  case  has  been  alluded  to)  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House  and  the  public  should  be 
made  acquainted  with  many  of  the  oircom* 
stances  of  that  case,  which  have  either  never 
come  to  their  knowledge,  or  have  long  been 
buried  up  among  the  consumed  heap  of  politi- 
cal occurrences,  disputations  and  publications 
of  these  days.    Besides,  sir,  I  have  it  in  my 
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power  to  throw  much  lig^t  on  the  si\bject  of 
the  inquirj  wished  for,  bj  the  gentleman  from 
N<»ih  Carolina,  (Mr.  Sawtkb,)  who  has  pro- 
posed the  amendment  under  consideration,  and 
I  will  assure  the  gentleman  that  I  shall  not  be 
backward  in  doing  so.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  I 
was  mgostly  condemned  to  paj  a  fine  of  one 
thousand  dollar  and  to  suffer  an  ignominious 
imprisonment  of  four  months  in  a  loaUisome 
dongeon — ^the  common  receptacle  of  felons, 
runaway  negroes,  or  the  vilest  malefactors — 
and  this  when  I  was  the  Representative  of  the 

nle  of  Vermont  in  this  Hoase  of  Congress. 
nnot  be  said  there  was  no  other  room  in 
the  prison,  there  were  rooms  enough ;  yes,  sir, 
one  of  my  judges  during  my  imprisonment, 
found  another  room  in  the  same  jdl  to  be  im- 
prisoned for  debt  in,  until  he  gave  bonds  for 
the  liberty  of  the  yard.  To  heighten  the  pic- 
ture exhibited  by  official  tyranny,  and  to  add 
to  the  cmel  yezation  of  this  transaction,  I  was 
carried  out  of  the  county  in  which  I  lived,  fifty 
miles  from  my  family,  kept  six  weeks  without 
fire  in  the  months  of  October  and  November, 
nearly  the  whole  of  which  time  the  northwest 
wind  had  free  admittance  into  the  dungeon, 
through  the  same  aperture  that  admitted  the 
light  of  heaven  into  that  dreary  cell.  And  let 
it  be  asked,  in  th^e  days  of  the  mild  reign  of 
republicanism,  for  what  crime  was  all  this  ex- 
traordinary, this  ignominious  punishment  in- 
flicted I 

I  hold  a  copy  of  the  indictment  in  my  hand, 
which  includes  the  charge  against  me.  I  will 
not  trouble  the  House  with  a  recital  of  the  tech- 
nical jargon  and  tedious  repetition  of  words,  of 
course,  which  constitute  the  bulk  of  such  in- 
Btmments.  No,  sir,  but  I  will  read  the  identi- 
cal words  of  the  charge,  which  says,  that  on 
the  20th  of  June,  1798,  Matthew  Lyon  wrote  a 
letter  to  Alden  bpooner  of  Windsor,  Vermont, 
in  which  he  said,  **as  to  the  Executive,  when 
I  shall  see  the  efforts  of  that  power  bent  on  the 
promotion  of  the  comfort,  the  hi^piness,  and 
accommodation  of  the  people,  that  Executive 
shall  have  my  zealous  and  uniform  support. 
But  whenever  I  shall,  on  the  part  of  the  Exec- 
utive, see  every  consideration  of  the  public 
welflm  swallowed  up  in  a  continual  grasp  for 
power,  in  an  unbounded  thirst  for  ridiculous 
pomp,  foolish  adulation,  and  selfish  avarice — 
when  I  shall  behold  men  of  real  merit  daily 
tomed  out  of  office  for  no  other  cause  but  inde- 
pendence of  sentiment — ^when  I  shall  see  men 
of  firmness,  merits  years,  abilities,  and  expe- 
rience, discarded  in  their  application  for  offices 
for  fear  they  possess  that  independence;  and 
men  of  meanness  preferred  for  the  ease  with 
which  they  take  up  and  advocate  opinions  the 
consequence  of  which  they  know  but  little  of 
— ^when  I  shall  see  the  sacred  name  of  religion 
employed  as  a  state  en^ne  to  make  mankind 
hate  and  persecute  one  another,  I  shall  not  be 
their  humble  advocate." 

This  is  the  whole  of  my  crime,  and  what  do 
those  words  amount  to.     Who  is  here  that 


hears  these  words,  but  what  approves  the  sen- 
timent they  contain  ?  What  do  I  say  in  these 
words,  other,  or  more,  or  less,  than  that  when 
the  ExecutiTC  is  doing  right,  I  will  support  him 
— when  doing  wrong  I  will  not  be  his  humble 
advocate  ?  This  oug^t  to  be  the  creed  of  every 
member  who  enters  these  walls.  Was  there  to 
be  an  oath  or  abjuration  added  to  the  constitu- 
tional oath  to  be  taken  by  the  members  of  this 
House,  can  any  person  who  hears  me,  devise  a 
better,  or  one  more  proper?  Could  any  per- 
son who  really  thought  Mr.  Adams  quite  clear 
from  all  those  improprieties,  as  merely  possible 
from  the  nature  of  man,  mentioned  in  my  let- 
ter, have  thought  of  my  libelling  the  President 
by  this  declaration  ?  I  presume  not,  nr.  Yet 
this,  my  crime,  received  one  of  the  condemna- 
tions which  you  are  called  upon  by  tins  motion 
to  constitute  wl  inquiry  into — an  inquiry  I  can- 
not persuade  myself  will  be  refused.  The  let- 
ter, sir,  was  an  answer  to  a  violent  invective 
against  me,  published  in  the  same  paper  a  ^ort 
time  before,  in  which  besides  a  number  of  other 
charges  against  me,  it  was  imputed  to  me  as  a 
crime  that  I  acted  in  opposition  to  the  Executive. 
I  did  not  begin  the  altercation,  A  person 
who  was  a  friend  to  the  Adams  Adnunistration, 
in  the  act  of  libelling  me,  (one  of  the  constituted 
authorities,)  ushered  the  Executive  into  Ida 
performance.  My  character,  ever  dearer  to  me 
than  life,  was  concerned.  I  deigned  to  answer 
him,  after  expostulating  with  him  (sa.  my  right 
as  one  of  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  na- 
tion to  exercise  my  own  judgment  in  my  official 
conduct,  and  showing  that  my  merely  differing 
with  the  Executive  proved  no  more  than  that 
the  Executive  differed  with  me.  I  incidentidly 
proceeded  in  the  words  for  which  I  was  indict- 
ed, the  very  words  I  just  now  read.  I  was 
charged  with  neither  more  nor  less  as  coming 
from  my  pen.  As  if  to  outrage  every  princi- 
ple of  law  and  every  sentiment  of  decency  and 
Propriety,  this  indictment,  founded  on  the  se- 
ition  law  passed  on  the  14th  day  of  July,  1798, 
charges  me  with  having  in  Philadelphia  on  the 
20th  of  June  prior,  written  a  letter  to  Alden 
Spooner  of  Vermont,  which  contained  those 
words  I  have  been  reciting.  My  letter  was 
produced  in  court  and  carried  the  Philadelphia 
post-mark  of  some  day  in  the  same  June,  I  do 
not  recollect  which  day ;  Judge  Patterson  him- 
self admitted  this  fact,  and  that  it  was  out  of 
my  power  and  control  in  the  June  before  the 
sedition  law  was  passed.  Thus  the  indictment, 
which  was  the  foundation  of  the  barbarous 
treatment  I  received,  carried  on  its  front  its 
own  condemnation ;  but  this  defect  was  reme- 
died by  the  ingenuity  of  the  party  judge,  who 
dexterously  mingled  his  assertions  that  the 
crime  was  cognizable  under  the  common  law, 
with  his  admonitions  to  a  pliant  jury  not  to  be 
deterred  from  finding  a  verdict  where  the  man 
who  wrote,  was  a  member  of  Congress,  and 
knew  the  sedition  law  was  about  to  be  passed, 
and  probably  hurried  his  letter  to  evade  the 
law. 
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It  may  be  said,  eir,  that  I  was  charged  in  the 
indictment  with  publishing  a  copy  of  a  letter, 
from  an  American  diplomatic  character  in 
France,  to  a  member  of  Oongress,  commonly 
called  the  Barlow  letter.  I  was  so,  and  there 
*  was  a  third  connt  in  the  indictment  for  aiding 
and  abetting  in  the  publication  of  said  letter. 
The  words  selected  as  seditious  were  as  foUow : 
^  The  misunderstanding  between  the  two  gov- 
ernments has  become  extremely  alarming:  con- 
fidence is  completely  destroyed ;  mistrust)  jeal- 
ousy, and  a  wrong  attribution  of  motives,  are 
so  apparent  as  to  require  the  utmost  caution  in 
every  word  and  action  that  are  to  come  from 
your  Executive ;  I  mean  if  your  object  is  to 
avoid  hostilities.  Had  this  truth  been  under- 
stood with  you  before  the  recall  of  Monroe, 
before  the  coming  and  the  second  coming  of 
Pinkney,  had  it  guided  the  pens  that  wrote  the 
bullying  speech  of  your  President,  and  the  stu- 

r'ld  answer  of  your  Senate,  in  November  last, 
should  probably  have  had  no  occasion  to  ad- 
dress you  this  letter ;  but  when  we  found  him 
borrowing  the  language  of  Edmund  Burke,  and 
telling  the  world  that  although  he  ^ould  suc- 
ceed in  treating  with  the  French,  there  was  no 
dependence  to  be  placed  on  their  engagements; 
that  their  religion  or  morality  was  at  an  end, 
and  they  had  turned  pirates  and  plunderers ; 
and  it  would  be  necessary  to  be  perpetually 
armed  against  them,  though  you  were  at  peace, 
we  wondered  that  the  answer  of  both  Houses 
had  not  been  an  order  to  send  him  to  a  mad- 
house !  Instead  of  this,  the  Senate  have  edioed 
his  speedi  with  more  servility  than  ever  Qeorge 
the  Third  experienced  from  either  house  of 
Parliament"  No  proof  appeared  on  the  trial 
of  my  printing,  or  aiding  or  abetting  in  printing, 
or  circulating  a  printed  copy  of  this  famous 
letter.  I  had  read  the  copy  of  the  letter  in 
company,  but  the  advocates  of  the  sedition  law 
would  never  admit  that  such  reading  was  pun- 
ishable by  that  law.  The  printer  who  printed 
the  letter,  swore  that  he  had  been  anxious  to 
get  the  letter  from  me,  and  that  I  had  refused 
to  su£fer  it  to  be  printed,  and  repeUed  every 
attempt  to  persuade  me  to  the  printing;  that 
he  had  obtained  the  copy  of  the  letter  in  my 
absence.  The  fact  was,  that  my  wife  was  per- 
suaded by  a  gentleman  who  is  now  a  member 
of  this  House,  that  the  Republican  cause  and 
my  election  (which  was  pending)  would  be  in- 
jured if  the  letter  was  not  published :  and,  as  I 
uiderstood,  she  gave  it  to  him,  the  letter  was 
printed,  and  that  gentleman  had  some  of  the 
copies  before  I  came  home.  I  suppressed  the 
remainder  of  the  edition.  The  judge,  finding 
no  proof  to  support  ^is  part  of  the  charge, 
directed  the  jury  to  find  a  verdict  of  guilty 
generally,  as  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  my  be- 
ing guilty  on  the  first  count.  I  had  acknowl- 
edged my  having  written  the  letter  to  Alden 
^oner.  They  did  so.  I  will  not  detain  the 
House  by  going  into  a  detail  of  the  manner  in 
which  that  jury  was  packed.  After  all  the  care 
and  management  in  the  ori^^nal  selection,  there 


was  one  man  on  it  whose  honesty  my  persecutors 
feared ;  and,  to  get  him  ofi^  a  wretch  fidsely 
swore  that  the  summoned  juryman  had  express* 
ed  to  him  something  like  an  opinion  that  I  could 
not  be  found  guilty.  I  will  not  here  dwell  upon 
the  judge^s  denial  to  me  of  a  challenge  upon  the 
jury— as  great  a  crime  as  any  Judge  Ohase  was 
charged  with.  I  look  for  an  investigaticm  of 
this  business  when  all  the  features  of  it  shall 
come  fEurly  to  public  view.  Should  that  inves- 
tigation be  refused  at  this  time,  I  shall  not  &2I 
to  look  for  it  at  some  future  time.  I  can  never 
forgive  tlvs  ui^ust  stigma  that  has  been  placed 
on  my  character ;  and  should  justice  be  ransed 
me  during  my  whole  life,  I  will  leave  it  with 
my  children  and  thehrs  to  seek  it  When  my 
enemies  wounded  my  feelings,  robbed  me  of  my 
property,  and  affected  temporarily  my  reputa- 
tion, I  consoled  myself  that  my  friends  would 
soon  be  in  power,  and  they  would  make  evecy 
thing  right  My  wounded  honor  would  be  con- 
soled;  the  wound  would  be  healed — a  share  at 
least  of  the  property  of  which  I  had  been  de- 
prived, would  be  reimbursed.  How  cruelly 
have  I  been  thus  far  disappointed  I  Generous 
men,  at  the  time  I  suffered,  said  it  is  enough  for 
you  to  bear  the  mortification  of  the  temporazy 
insult — ^we  will  share  with  you  the  loss  of  prop- 
ertv.  Under  this  impression  much  money  was 
collected,  the  greater  part  of  which  went  to  re- 
lieve oppressed  Bepublican  printers— it  has  all 
been  charged  to  me.  I  never  asked,  nor  would 
I  have  received  a  cent  of  this  gratuity,  oonld  I 
have  avoided  it  without  insulting  the  benevo- 
lent views  of  the  good  man  (Gen.  Stevens 
Thompson  Mason,  deceased)  who  set  the  sub- 
scription on  foot  That  good  man  gave  me  a 
list  of  those  to  whom  he  considered  me  beholden, 
and  the  amount ;  while  the  thing  was  fresh  in 
every  one^s  mind  I  made  a  compliment,  which 
he  considered  ample,  and  more  than  ample,  to 
every  one  of  those  on  that  list  that  was  within 
my  reach;  to  those  few  that  remain  on  that  list 
uncompensated,  I  feel  beholden  and  much  in* 
debted.  As  the  thing  has  grown  old,  and  as  I 
have  come  in  contact  with  those  gentiemen,  I 
have  felt  myself  in  an  embarrass^  awkward 
situation,  from  which  I  wished  to  be  relieved  bj 
being  able  to  say  to  them,  the  public  have  re- 
stored your  money — ^here  it  is — ^it  is  yours,  not 
mine.  Judging  other  men  to  have  feelings  like 
myself^  I  am  at  a  loss  how  to  get  rid  of  the  ob- 
ligation I  feel,  in  any  other  way  than  the  resto- 
ration of  their  money  when  it  comes  in  a  way 
they  cannot  refhse  it  f^om  this  source  mj 
anxiety  for  the  restoration  of  the  money  uiuuat- 
ly  taken  from  me,  arises  more  tiian  any  other ; 
and  on  evenr  review  of  the  subject,  I  am  bound 
to  say  thi^  I  have  been  more  cruelly  treated  by 
the  neglect  of  a  duty  to  which  my  friends  had 
pledged  themselves,  when  they  deckured  me  io- 
nocent  and  patriotic,  than  by  enemies  who 
thought  me  guilty,  and  found  me  goading  them 
in  their  progress  toward  the  destruction  of  the 
liberty  and  republicanism  of  this  country.  Aa 
if  to  make  their  cruelty  more  insnpportablfii  in- 
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suit  18  added  to  the  Iqjmy,  by  daily  insinoations 
that  I  am  bound  by  gratitude  to  stand  by  those 
who  oall  themadves  Republicans,  in  all  their 
projects,  right  or  wrong.  Before  I  was  elected 
a  member  of  Congress  from  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky, I  sent  to  a  member  of  this  House,  who 
had  promised  me  to  bring  it  forward,  a  petition 
to  be  laid  before  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  redress  in  this  case.  He  returned  the  peti- 
tion to  my  son  in  a  letter,  which  I  have  in  my 
hand — ^in  which  he  says,  "I  am  sorry  and 
ashamed  that  I  have  not  presented  the  petition. 
I  have  not  wrote  to  your  father,  and  confess  I 
am  ashamed ;  pray  you,  the  first  time  you  write 
to  Colonel  Lyon,  do  endeavor  to  make  an  ex- 
cuse for  me.^*  Such  I  believe  was  the  impres- 
sion of  most  of  those  I  bad  acted  with  in  the 
reign  of  terror,  as  we  called  it ;  but  that  impres- 
sion has  been  wearing  off,  it  seems,  while  my 
feelings  have  been  every  day  increasing  in  their 
poignancy  at  their  neglect  of  a  duty,  to  which 
they  had  solemnly  pledged  themselves,  while 
they  were  struggling  with  their  adversaries  for 
pre-eminence  and  power.  Happily  the  awful 
silence  which  surrounded  this  extraordinary 
business  has  been  broken.  I  consider  this  a 
prelude  to  investigation  and  a  correct  issue; 
and,  let  the  event  of  the  vote  now  about  to  be 
taken  be  what  it  may,  I  shall  not  despair. 

I  shall  at  this  time  say  no  more  on  this  sub- 
ject than  to  declare  I  wish  not  to  have  my  case 
fiingied  out  for  reparation.  I  wish  the  inves- 
tigation general;  the  provision  for  remnnera- 
tio>n  general,  to  all  who  suffered  under  the  lash 
of  that  unconstitutional  sedition  law. 

Mr.  Sawteb's  amendment  was  negatived 
without  a  division. 

Mr.  Ross  rose  to  propose  another  amendment 
to  the  resolution.  It  was  a  &ct,  he  said,  well 
known  in  almost  every  part  of  the  United 
States,  that  the  people  in  the  district  from 
which  he  had  just  been  returned,  had  siuffered  as 
much  in  the  cause  of  democracy  as  that  of  any 
other;  that  they  had  presented  as  firm  a  barrier 
to  Federal  oppression,  and  prhaps  had  as  just 
daims  as  an^  other  people  m  tiie  United  States 
to  remuneration  for  losses  in  the  cause.  It  was 
well  known  that  at  the  time  that  high-handed 
measures  were  taken  in  this  country,  an  insur- 
Tecti<m  had  taken  place  in  Pennsylvania,  com- 
monly known  by  the  name  of  the  Hot-water 
Insurrection ;  that  it  occurred  in  consequence 
of  the  oppression  of  the  law  for  the  collection 
of  a  direct  tax.  Many  persons  who  had  opposed 
the  law,  under  the  idea  of  its  being  unconstitu- 
tional, were  prosecuted,  punished,  and  some 
of  them,  m  consequence  of  those  prosecutions 
and  the  sentence  resulting  from  them,  expired 
in  prison.  To  some  who  remained  after  the 
aspect  of  the  affiurs  of  the  country  was  changed, 
mercy  was  extended  by  the  United  States; 
but  to  those  whose  prosecutions  and  convic- 
tions were  of  an  earlier  date,  lenity  was  not 
extended;  they  were  compelled  to  pay  their 
fines  before  they  could  be  relieved  from  impris- 
onment   Mr.  B.  declared  his  object  in  rising 


to  be,  to  move  to  amend  the  resolution  in  such 
a  way  as  to  instruct  the  committee  to  inquire 
wheth^  any,  and  if  anv,  what  compensation 
and  remuneration  should  be  made  to  the  per- 
sons who  suffered  and  were  punished  in  conse- 
quence of  an  act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax 
in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Daita  said  the  gentieman's  amendment 
contemplated  remunerating  those  who  suffered 
by  their  opposition  to  a  statute.  He  would 
propose  an  amendment  to  inquire  into  the  pro- 
priety of  remunerating  those  who  had  suffered 
by  their  submission  (not  by  their  opposition)  to 
the  several  acts  respecting  the  embargo,  cer- 
tainly so  much  more  meritorious  conduct  than 
that  of  opposition.  As  respected  the  whole  of 
this  subject,  he  said  he  was  very  free  to  declare 
that  as  regarded  those  who  had  been  prosecut- 
ed at  common  law  in  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
who  had  certainly  been  at  very  considerable 
expense,  thei^  defence  perhaps  having  cost  them 
several  thousand  dollars,  yet,  on  the  principle 
of  correct  legation,  he  had  not  the  least  idea 
of  remunerating  them.  Where  shall  we  stop, 
said  Mr.  D.,  if  we  tread  back  on  the  steps  of 
each  other  ?  We  shall  have  opportunity  enough 
for  censure  in  reviewiog  our  conduct  Perhaps 
it  might  be  as  well  to  draw  the  veil  of  oblivion 
over  past  transactions,  and  learn  from  experi- 
ence to  err  no  more. 

Mr.  Johnson  said,  that  however  much  the 
act  laying  a  direct  tax  was  disapproved,  and 
arose  from  measures  which  were  improper,  yet 
he  had  never  deemed  it  an  unconstitutional  law, 
as  he  had  the  sedition  law.  He  should  there* 
fore  vote  against  the  amendment  and  for  the 
resolution* 

Mr.  Gabdenieb  suggested  to  the  gentieman 
from  Pennsylvania,  since  he  had  brought  the 
subject  before  the  House,  the  propriety  of  going 
the  whole  length  of  his  principle.  To  my 
mind  it  is  very  clear,  said  he,  that  if  those  who 
oppose  the  law  are  to  be  remunerated,  for  what 
it  cost  tiiem  in  consequence  of  prosecution,  you 
most  go  only  on  the  principle  that  the  direct 
tax  never  ought  to  have  been  laid  at  all.  If 
the  law  was  right,  it  was  improper  to  oppose 
it  If  it  was  improper,  perhaps  according  to 
modem  democracy,  it  might  be  proper  to  op- 
pose it  by  force.  That,  to  my  mind,  is  a  very 
dangerous  doctrine  for  legislators  to  broach; 
it  is  a  doctrine  to  which  I  myself  can  never 
agree,  for  it  is  making  Government  a  nullity. 
The  suggestion  which  I  wish  to  make  is  this : 
that  if  those  men  who  suffered  in  the  Hot- 
water  Insurrection  are  to  be  remunerated,  it  is 
no  more  than  fair  that  those  should  be  remuner- 
ated who  have  quietly  paid  this  tax.  They 
were  at  least  respectful  to  the  laws.  The  com- 
mittee therefore  ought  to  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  repaying  to  the  several 
contributors  m  the  various  States  the  direct 
tax,  collected  from  them,  unless  there  be  some- 
thing so  admirable,  so  lovely,  so  worthy  of  en- 
couragement in  insurrection,  that  those  con- 
cerned in  it  have  peculiar  claims  to  encourage- 
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meDt  by  Govemment  If  that  he  the  ease,  the 
gentleman  stopped  at  the  proper  point.  If 
there  was  nothing  in  insurrection,  however, 
which  the  Legislatare  would  feel  it  proper  to 
cherish,  the  gentleman  shonld  either  go  the 
whole  length  of  his  principle  or  not  touch  it 
ataU. 

Mr.  Ross  said  he  had  not  undertaken  to  state 
any  principle  at  all.  His  object  was  to  refer 
the  subject  to  a  committee  to  decide  upon«  He 
had  not  said  that  he  considered  the  original  res- 
olution to  contain  a  correct  principle ;  it  was 
a  point  left  for  the  committee  to  consider  and 
for  the  House  to  determine  on.  But  if  it  was 
a  correct  principle  that  those  who  suffered 
under  the  sedition  law  should  be  remunerated, 
he  said  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  his 
constituents,  who  had  suffered  as  materially 
and  as  much  as  any  for  the  democratic  interest 
in  this  country,  should  be  placed  on  the  same 
ffround  as  those  who  were  asking  for  the 
&vor  of  the  House  for  no  better  reason ;  and 
when  the  gentleman  calls  upon  me,  said  Mr. 
R.,  to  go  the  whole  length  of  a  principle  which 
he  states,  it  is  calling  upon  me  to  do  that  which 
is  consequent  on  a  principle  which  I  have  not 
assumed.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  con- 
ceives that  there  is  a  difference  between  the 
cases  alluded  to  in  my  amendment  and  the  cases 
arising  under  the  sedition  law.  Where  is  the 
difference,  sir?  In  both  cases  they  were  laws 
pf  the  United  States :  in  both  cases  the  judges 
of  the  courts  of  the  United  States  were  author- 
ized to  proceed.  In  neither  of  the  cases  did 
they  decide  the  law  unconstitutional.  If,  then, 
persons  were  punished  by  the  sedition  law 
in  its  full  operation,  carried  into  effect  by  the 
constituted  authorities,  where,  I  ask,  is  the  dis- 
tinction between  that  and  any  oUier  law  ?  To 
all  the  purposes  of  legality,  that  law  is  as  much 
legal  as  that  under  which  the  direct  tax  was 
instituted.  Whether  the  law  under  which  a 
direct  tax  was  collected,  was  constitutional  or 
not^  has  it  not  as  equally  received  the  disappro- 
bation of  the  Republicans  of  the  United  States 
as  the  sedition  law?  If  then  it  was  the  ob- 
ject of  the  democratic  party  to  rid  the  coun- 
try of  such  a  law  as  much  as  of  the  sedition 
law,  I  ask  whether  those  who  suffered  under 
each  law  have  not  equal  claims?  There  can 
be  no  legal  claim  upon  the  House  under  either 
law ;  but  we  know  that  it  was  the  hardy  yeo- 
manry who  presented  a  firm  phalanx  to  the 
irresistible  torrent  of  injurious  laws  of  the 
Federal  Admimstration,  and  who  gave  the  pres- 
ent party  the  ascendency,  and  many  of  them 
have  not,  as  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  has 
been,  compensated  for  their  suffering  by  a  long 
continuance  in  an  honorable  and  lucrative  office 
which  he  enjoys  by  the  confidence  of  his  con- 
stituents. 

Mr.  PoTTBB  declared  himself  at  a  loss  to  know 
whether  the  House  was  sitting  here  as  a  branch 
of  the  Legislature  to  pass  laws,  or  as  a  body  to 
remunerate  those  concerned  in  the  violation  of 
them.    The  House  sit  here  to  make  laws  and 


not  to  encourage  those  who  resisted  them ;  bat 
if  they  determmed  to  give  premiums  for  the 
violations  of  laws,  they  had  better  depart  home 
at  once. 

Mr.  Rhba  wished  the  House  to  get  rid  of  this 
motion  and  the  amendment  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible. If  the  House  were  to  go  on  as  it  had 
commenced  the  session,  the  whole  time  of  the 
House  would  be  spent  about  nothing,  discussing 
propositions  which  could  not  possibly  produce 
good  to  the  nation.'  He  themore  moved  to 
postpone  the  whole  subject  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Macon  said  he  had  been  in  hopes  when 
this  motion  had  been  made,  that  it  would  be 
one  of  the  happy  days  of  the  House ;  that  the 
question  proposed  would  occupy  the  whole  day 
in  debate,  and  that  all  would  agree  in  it  at  last 
As  to  comparing  this  case  with  that  of  the  di- 
rect tax,  it  was  notorious  that  the  diBCusBton  oa 
the  sedition  law  and  the  publio  opinion  also 
took  a  very  different  turn  from  that  which  it 
took  on  any  other  law.  The  whole  discusaon 
(said  Mr.  M.)  as  well  as  I  recollect,  turned  npon 
the  constitutionality  of  the  law.  Then,  if  it  is 
still  believed  that  the  law  was  unconstitutiona], 
I  leave  it  to  gentlemen  to  say  whether  it  can  be 
viewed  in  the  same  light  as  a  law,  the  constitn- 
tionality  of  which  is  not  disputed.  In  the  one 
case,  trials  took  place  for  speaking  and  writing; 
in  tlie  other  case  for  opposing  the  execution  of 
a  law.  I  wish  this  question  to  be  settled  for 
this  reason :  In  all  ^vernments  where  liber^ 
and  freedom  have  existed,  parties  also  have  had 
existence.  Thinking  honestly  produces  parties. 
That  those  gentlemen  who  were  in  power  when 
the  sedition  law  was  passed,  should  step  a  Hide 
too  &r,  was  not  so  much  to  be  wonderod  at  as 
that  those  who  came  after  them  should  do  so ; 
becauie  they  were  making  the  first  experimoit 
of  the  instrument  I  then  believed,  and  do  still 
believe,  that  the  law  was  nnconstitutioDaL 
Taking  up  this  question,  the  original  resolution 
of  my  colleague  is  that  remuneration  should  be 
made  to  those  people  who  suffered  under  it ; 
but  seeing  that  the  question  with  respect  to  the 
constitutionality  of  the  law  had  always  been 
matter  of  dispute,  it  proposes  that  a  committee 
shall  inquire  into  the  subject  The  House  is 
no  farther  committed  by  passing  this  resolntian, 
than  to  consent  to  the  inquiry  being  made.  I 
submit  it  to  the  candor  and  reflection  of  gen- 
tlemen of  all  parties,  whether  this  thing,  in  a 
national  point  of  view,  can  produce  any  evil — 
on  the  contrary,  may  it  not  produce  good  f  AH 
that  has  been  said  about  the  durect  tax  laws  can 
have  no  other  effect  than  to  draw  off  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  from  the  true  question  before 
them.  The  question  on  this  law,  in  my  mind, 
is  a  different  one  from  any  other  law  which  has 
been  passed.  I  feel  no  hesitation  in  acknowl- 
edging that  it  is  my  opinion  that  all  the  snfier- 
ers  ought  to  be  remunerated,  both  those  who 
suffered  under  the  sedition  law,  and  those  who 
suffered  under  the  common  law.  It  is  the  hos^ 
iness  of  all  parties  to  settle  amicably  as  they 
can  any  subject  of  contention  between  persons 
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of  different  political  persuasions.  K  this  first 
lesolntion  should  be  referred  to  a  committee, 
and  they  report  that  the  law  was  unconstitu- 
tional, I  will  yentare  to  pronounce  that  no  ma- 
jority will  erer  again  make  a  law  of  that  kind. 
iff  sir,  the  sofTerers  under  the  sedition  law  did 
simer  contrary  to  the  constitution,  oncht  not 
their  expenses  to  be  reimbursed  ?  On  tiie  sub- 
ject of  contribution,  I  know  that  that  party  to 
which  I  was  attached,  did  contribute,  and  did 
consider  it  an  honorable  cause.  I  was  willing 
(and  there  are  gentlemto  m  this  House  who 
know  it)  to  open  my  purse  when  a  man  of  a 
Tery  different  politicid  creed  from  myself  Peter 
Porcupine,  was  oppressed.  I  care  not  of  what 
party  a  man  be,  that  is  oppressed.  I  can  prove 
that  the  party  opposed  to  me  in  politics  have 
also  subscribed.  It  is  all  no  more  than  the 
subscriptions  for  printing  speeches  which  are 
occasionally  made  in  the  House,  in  which  gen- 
tlemen of  lul  parties  unite.  Suppose  that  the 
wh(^e  fine  in  any  particular  case  had  been  paid 
by  individual  subscription,  what  has  the  Gov- 
ernment to  do  with  that  ?  Will  it  be  contended, 
because  an  old  soldier  who  received  a  pension 
also  received  individual  contributions,  that  the 
pension  should  be  taken  from  him,  or  that  the 
Government  is  thereby  acquitted  of  what  it 
owed  him  ?  Surely  not;  the  Government  has 
nothing  to  do  with  transactions  between  indi- 
vidnala.  As  to  the  particular  gentiemui  brought 
into  this  discussion,  I  believe  that  every  man 
that  contributed  any  thing  towards  paying  the 
fioe  levied  on  him,  was  remunerated  to  his  sat- 
isiaction.  I  have  thought  proper  to  state  these 
opinions  of  mine,  and  to  avow  myself  in  favor 
of  reimbursing  the  sufferers.  But  before  I  sit 
down,  1  must  say  that  my  opinion  of  modem 
democracy  is  very  different  from  that  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York.  I  consider  it  as 
neither  leading  to  insurrection,  rebellion,  nor  any 
such  thing.  1  believe  that  the  true  principle  of 
every  modem  democrat,  is,  that  the  law  consti- 
tutionally made  is  supreme,  and  is  to  be  obeyed ; 
that  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  riots,  rebellion, 
and  insurrection.  I  know  very  well,  iand  shall 
not  deny  it.  that  there  are  times  when  insur- 
rection is  a  noly  thing,  but  it  is  not  peculiarly 
attributable  to  democracy.  With  us,  election 
puts  every  thing  to  rights;  and  on  them  eveiy 
man  of  pure  democratic  principles  denends.  It 
is  doubtful  whether  the  question  of  tne  consti- 
tutionality of  the  sedition  law  can  be  settled  in 
a  more  easy  way,  and  in  a  mode  less  liable  to 
irritation,  than  that  proposed  by  my  colleague. 
If  the  committee  report  as  I  wish,  it  is  well ;  if 
not,  it  settles  the  question  forever;  and  it  is 
surely  desirable  that  the  question  should  be  set- 
tled. However  gentiemen  may  differ,  as  to  the 
principle  proposed  to  be  investigated,  they 
might  with  propriety  vote  for  the  inquiry,  as  it 
is  the  ordinary  course  of  ever^  day.  I  do  not 
consider  this  as  proposing  to  give  a  premium  to 
violators  of  the  laws.  I  know  that  much  de- 
pends in  this  world  on  names ;  and  that  if  you 
give  any  man  or  thing  a  bad  name,  whetiier 


merited  or  not,  it  is  difficult  to  get  rid  of  it.  I 
hope  the  House  will  not  be  deterred  from  this 
Inquiry  by  any  name  attempted  to  be  given  to 
it.  It  is  proper  that  this  question  should  be  set- 
tled ;  ana  if  considered  now,  it  will  be  settied 
by  a  body  which  did  not  partake  of  the  heatd 
of  those  times,  and  when,  to  say  the  least  of  it, 
there  is  a  littie  division  in  the  great  parties  of 
the  nation ;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  gentie- 
man  who  moved  it  has  been  fortunate  in  the 
selection  of  his  time.  Eight  years  have  elapsed, 
a  new  President  is  just  inducted,  and  the  ques- 
tion is  now  brought  up  for  our  decision.  I  am 
sorry  that  any  member  of  this  House  should 
make  a  motion  with  no  other  view  but  for  pro- 
crastination. I  do  not  believe  that  my  col- 
league who  made  this  motion  is  more  in  tiie 
habit  of  procrastinating  the  public  business  than 
other  members  of  the  House;  and  I  was  in 
hopes  that  there  would  have  been  no  dissentient 
voice  to  his  motion.  He  only  asks  of  you  to  . 
let  tl|p  inquiry  be  made.  He  does  not  aak  a 
single  member  of  the  House  to  commit  himself 
upon  the  question,  but  merely  asks  that  a  com- 
mittee may  be  permitted  to  inquire  into  it ;  and 
this,  it  seems  to  me,  is  no  extraordinary  request. 
I  hope  that  the  resolution,  without  being  tram- 
melled with  any  extraneous  matter,  will  be 


Mr.  Ejet  said  he  should  vote  for  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  resolution.  What  good 
purpose  could  its  adoption  answer,  unless  the 
House  had  the  power  to  take  money  from  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  for  the  purpose 
of  remuneratiog  any  person  who  had  suffered? 
Had  Congress  that  power?  He  apprehended 
not.  He  could  see  no  such  power  amongst 
those  delegated  to  Oongress.  The  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  admitted  the  House  were 
under  no  obligation  to  remunerate  the  sufferers; 
and  if  the  gentieman  would  turn  to  the  rules 
laid  down  for  the  definition  of  the  powers  of 
Congress,  he  would  see  that  there  was  no  au- 
thority to  draw  money  from  the  Treasury  for 
this  purpose.  Under  that  view  of  the  constitu- 
tion, Mr.  K.  said  he  must  vote  for  indefinite 
postponement. 

Mr.  Macok  asked  under  what  clause  of  the 
constitution  Captain  Murray  and  others  had 
been  remunerated  ?  Under  what  clause  money 
paid  into  the  treasury  had  been  returned  in 
various  instances?  The  right  to  take,  gave  the 
right  to  return  that  which  was  taken.  In  many 
instances  this  principle  had  been  practised  on. 
There  was  no  Law  to  authorize  the  punishment 
of  a  man  for  robbing  the  mail ;  but  it  was  de- 
rived from  the  power  of  establishing  post  roads. 
The  power  of  refunding  money  was  one  which 
had  been  often  exercised. 

Mr.  Gardenieb  was  in  favor  of  an  inquiry. 
It  was  not  only  proper  that  an  inquiry  should 
be  made,  but  it  was  tiie  bounden  duty  of  the 
House  to  make  it.  A  member  of  the  House  in 
his  place  had  stated  facts  which  if  true  undoubt- 
edly entitied  him  to  their  iuterference.  Our 
duty  (said  Mr.  G.)  is  imperative.    The  case  of 
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the  gentleman  does  not  rest  upon  the  question 
whether  the  sedition  law  was  constitntional  or 
unoonstitutional,  bnt  upon  the  &ot  that  he  was 
not  a  proper  object  for  the  exercise  of  that  law. 
For,  if  the  statement  made  be  correct,  he  was 
punished  for  uttering  a  creed  which  would  not 
be  improper  for  every  member  of  the  House ; 
and  I  will  say  that  subsequent  events  have 
shown  the  smcerity  with  which  the  gentleman 
did  make  it ;  that  he  had  kept  his  promise  most 
religiously ;  that  it  was  not  applicable  to  those 
men,  or  that  time,  any  more  dian  to  the  pres- 
ent, but  was  a  creed  on  which  he  practised 
before  and  ever  since,  so  far  as  his  political 
course  is  known  to  me.  It  is  a  case  in  which 
the  privileges  of  the  members  of  this  House  are 
materially  concerned.  If  under  the  sedition 
law  for  a  letter  written  by  a  member  of  this 
House  to  his  constituents,  giving  his  view  of 
public  measures,  he  has  been  punished,  it  oon- 
oems  the  safety  of  this  House  that  complete 
and  perfect  remuneration  should  be  mad^  It 
is  as  important  that  every  member  should  be 
permitted  to  speak  freely  to  his  constituents,  as 
that  he  should  without  restraint  address  the 
Ohair  of  the  House.  It  was  a  case,  therefore, 
which  never  ought  to  have  been  the  subject  of 
a  judicial  investigation,  much  less  considered  as 
a  crime.  The  gentleman  at  the  time  followed 
the  dictates  of  his  conscience.  To  his  con- 
science and  his  God  alone  should  he  be  respon- 
sible. Sir,  should  we  refuse  an  inquiry  into 
this  case,  when  we  know  tibat  the  fine  of  James 
Thompson  Gallender,  for  one  of  the  most  atro- 
cious libels  ever  written  in  the  United  States, 
was  remitted?  When  we  know  tiiat  it  was 
remitted  by  the  Preadent  of  the  United  States, 
after  the  money  had  been  received  by  the  prop- 
er receiving  officer  of  the  United  States,  when 
it  had  passed  out  of  the  hands  of  James  Thomp- 
son Gallender  into  the  hands  of  the  officer  of 
Government,  and  was,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  be- 
cause there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  treasury  in 
which  money  is  actually  deposited — ^for  a  libel, 
too,  in  which  the  great  Father  of  his  Oountiy 
was  treated  with  a  shameless  indignity,  which 
ooTild  not  but  have  gone  to  the  heart  of  every 
man  ?  When  the  President  of  the  United  States 
was  in  that  libel  called  a  hoary-headed  incendi- 
ary, should  that  fine  be  retur%3d.  and  shall  a 
gentleman  in  this  House  be  fined  and  impris- 
oned for  that  which  was  not  even  improper? 
Shall  we  not  restore  to  him  that  which  others 
have  been  suffered  to  retain,  and  for  which  we 
have  not  brought  to  question  him  who  restoi^ed 
it  after  it  was  in  possession  of  tie  receiving 
officer  of  the  United  States— in  fact,  after  it 
was  in  the  Treasury  ?  Let  us  not  be  guilty  of 
this  inoonoistency.  If  the  sedition  law  has  gone 
to  the  tomb  of  the  Capuleta,  and  I  believe  it 
has,  I  am  not  one  who  wishes  to  bear  up  against 
the  people's  voice;  the  Government  is  theirs, 
and  when  they  speak  we  obey.  If  under  that 
law  the  Government  has  received  money  for  an 
act  which  really,  if  the  statement  of  the  gentle- 


man be  true,  could  scarcely  be  considered  an 
offence  within  the  purview  of  that  law,  will  you 
not  give  it  back  to  him  ?  Either  give  back  the 
money  in  the  case,  or  take  measures  to  reoover 
that  money  which  was  given  back  in  the  other. 
I  am  not  for  making  fish  of  one  and  flesh  of 
another.  Whilst  on  this  subject  I  wiU  declare 
that  I  never  did  oonnder  the  sedition  law  as 
unconstitutionaL  Oongress  were  competent  to 
pass  it.  But,  that  parties  will  sometimes  in  the 
ardor  of  their  course  exceed  the  limits  of  discre- 
tion, and  do  violence  to  the  milder  feeling  of 
the.  community  in  which  tkey  live,  has  becA 
proved  in  the  Adams  Administration,  and  in 
that  which  has  lately  disappeared;  and  when 
they  have  cooled  down,  it  is  but  rendering  joa- 
tice  to  the  sense  of  the  country  to  acknowledge 
their  eirors.  No,  sir,  I  am  satisfied  that  aU  proe- 
ecutions  for  libek  on  the  Grovemment  shcKild 
be  at  least  very  hesitatingly  sustained.  Ton 
cannot  draw  a  precise  line  by  which  yon  shall 
limit  the  right  of  investigation.  The  two  things 
are  so  blended  together  that  you  cannot  sepa- 
rate them.  You  must  either  make  the  Goyenir 
ment  supreme  or  the  people  supreme.  I  am 
for  the  latter.  As  Dr.  Johnson  makes  Lord 
Chesterfield  say,  liberty  and  licentiousneas  are 
blended  like  the  colors  in  the  rainbow;  it  is 
impossible  to  tell  where  one  ends  and  the  other 
begins.  Licentiousness  is  a  speck  on  the  eye  of 
the  political  body,  which  you  can  never  touch 
without  injuring  the  eye  itseHl  I  hope  and 
trust  that  with  this  investigation  will  be  con- 
nected an  inquiry  into  the  prosecutions  at  com- 
mon law  in  Connecticut.  I  have  seen  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  but  not  under  the  present 
Administration,  a  defendant  coming  into  oourt| 
begging  only  to  be  permitted  to  prove  that 
what  he  had  said  was  true;  I  have  seen  also  an 
Attorney-General  rise  to  prevent  it:  I  have 
seen  the  truth  smothered  on  the  trial  by  mea 
who  were  as  clamorous  against  the  sedition 
law  as  any  loud-mouthed  patriot  in  the  oonntry. 
I  have  seen  them  bringing  almost  to  the  blook 
the  victim  who  may  only  wish  to  prove  the  truth 
of  what  he  said — which  was  denied  h'wi.  j 
mention  this  to  show  that  where  parties  are  con- 
tending against  each  other,  where  there  is  a 
mt^ority  on  one  hand  and  a  minority  on  the 
other,  that  which  appears  on  paper  proper  for 
the  protection  of  the  Government,  turns  out  to 
be  for  the  oppression  of  the  minority.  In  the 
nature  of  parties  it  cannot  be  otherwise.  There- 
fore, in  my  opinion,  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  cannot  render  a  greater  service 
than  by  declaring  it  will  not  be  accessary  to 
any  dimunition  of  the  rights  of  the  citizen; 
that  free  investigation  shall  in  all  cases  be  per- 
mitted. Mr.  G.  made  some  further  observa- 
tions on  the  particular  case  of  Mr.  Lton,  and 
concluded  by  expressing  his  hope  that  the  reso- 
lution would  pass. 

The  question  that  the  resolution  be  postponed 
indefinitely,  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays-^ 
yeas  69,  nays  50. 
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MoKDAT,  Hay  29. 
Seyeral  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Maasa- 
ohosetta,  Obohabd  Cook  ;  and  from  Pemiajl- 
▼aula,  Bssjakdx  Sat  and  John  Shiub,  ap- 
peared, prodnoed  their  credentials,  were  quali- 
fied, and  took  their  seata 


WSDITESDAT,  Ma^  81. 

JviAAJS  PoTDBAS  appeared,  produced  his  ere- 
dentials,  was  qnalified,  and  took  his  seat,  as  the 
Delegate  for  the  Territory  of  Orleans. 

Mr.  MoEiH  presented  a  petition  of  thirty-five 
American  citizens  confined  at  Carthagena,  in 
South  America,  under  sentence  of  slavery,  stat- 
ing that,  through  means  of  falsehood  and  de- 
oeption,  they  were  induced  to  engage  in  the 
muawful  expedition  of  Miranda,  fitted  out  from 
the  dty  of  New  York,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  six,  aud  that  they  were  cap- 
tured by  the  Spaniards,  and  condemned  to 
alaTeiT,  and  praying  that  Congress  will  take 
their  custreasing  case  into  consideration,  and  ef- 
Ibct  their  release  and  return  to  their  native 
counlary. — ^Referred  to  Mr.  MoKm,  Mr.  Sat, 
Mr.  Emott,  Mr.  Roahx,  and  Mr.  Coohban,  to 
examine  the  matter  thereof  and  report  the 
same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
House. 


MoKBAT,  June  5. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  EzsexelWhtt- 
XAir,  from  Massachusetts,  and  Richabd  WTinir, 
from  South  Carolina,  appeared,  produced  their 
credentials,  were  qualined,  and  took  theb  seats 
in  the  House. 

A  message  frx)m  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate,  having  been  informed 
of  the  death  of  the  Honorable  Fbanois  Mal- 
BONB,  one  of  the  Senators  from  the  State  of 
Hhode  Island^  have  directed  the  same  to  be 
communicatea  to  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Potter, 

Boohed,  wiammunulff,  That  this  House  will 
attend  the  funeral  of  FkANOis  Malbonb,  Es- 
guire,  late  a  member  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States. 

Hesokfedy  unanimouih/,  That  this  House  do 
wear  mourning  on  the  left  arm  for  the  space  of 
one  month,  in  testimony  of  their  respect  for  the 
memory  of  the  deceased. 


TuBSDAT,  June  6. 
Another  membw,  to  wit,  Wilsok  C.  Nioho- 
X.AB,  from  Yirginia,  appeared,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
Hooae. 


Wkdbsbdat,  June  7. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  Ebabtub  Boot, 
from  New  York,  appeared,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
House. 


£^n>AT,  June  9. 
Another   member,  to  wit,  Nicholas  *Yas 
Dtiee,  from  Delaware,  appeared,  produced  his 
credentials,  was  qualified,  and  toot  his  seat  in 
the  House. 


MoiTDAT,  June  12. 
Mississippi  Territory, 

The  Spkaeeb  presented  a  petition  enclosed  to 
him  from  a  number  of  inhabitants  of  the  dis- 
trict east  of  Pearl  river,  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory, praying  for  the  division  of  the  Terri- 
tory. 

Mr.  PonmxxTEB  moved  that  the  petition  lie 
on  the  table.  It  would  perhaps  be  disrespect- 
fed  to  the  petitioners  to  reject  it,  although  its 
contents  would  merit  that  course.  There  were 
three  parties  who  must,  by  the  ordinance  for 
the  government  of  the  Territory,  consent  before 
the  Territory  of  the  Mississippi  could  be  divided. 
One  party  was  the  Mississippi  Territory,  Hie 
other  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  the  third  the 
United  States.  Neither  of  these  parties  had 
consented.  There  was,  therefore,  dn  absolute 
interdiction  to  all  legislation  on  the  subject; 
and  the  House  could,  with  as  much  propriety, 
refer  a  petition  from  a  State  to  be  exempt  from 
general  taxation,  or  to  recede  from  the  Union, 
as  to  refer  this  petition. 

Mr.  BiJSWELL  said  he  felt  himself  bound  to 
oppose  the  motion  for  its  lying  on  the  table. 
If  the  request  was  wholly  improper,  the  report 
of  a  committee  to  that  efi^ect  would  settle  the 
question  at  once. 

Mr.  Bibb  was  in  &vor  of  the  motion ;  though, 
had  a  motion  been  made  to  reject  it,  he  should 
have  voted  against  it. 

Mr,  Maoon  was  in  favor  of  a  reference  of  the 
petition.  No  harm  could  arise  from  an  inquiry 
mto  it. 

Mr.  Tbottp  admitted  the  correctness  of  the 
remarks  of  the  delegate  from  the  Territory,  but 
wished  the  petition  to  be  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee for  the  purpose  of  an  inquiry  as  well  into 
the  amount  of  population  in  that  country  as  in- 
to its  quality ;  whether  it  was  lawfid  or  unlawful. 
There  were  certain  facts  connected  with  this 
subject,  perhaps  not  generally  known  to  the 
House.  In  the  course  of  last  year,  he  had  un» 
derstood  that  a  great  manv  persons,  amounting 
to  perhaps  three  or  four  thousand,  had  crossed 
the  Tennessee  river,  and  fixed  themselves  on  its 
banks,  not  only  contrary  to  law,  but  the  impres- 
sion was  that  they  had  set  out  in  defiance  of 
the  law,  and  had  even  gone  so  far  as  to  organize 
themselves  into  milittu7  associations  for  the 
purpose. 

Mr.  PoiNDBXTKB  obscrvcd  that  there  had  been 
a  settlement  contrary  to  the  existing  law  on 
Tennessee  near  about  a  year  ago ;  but  that  they 
were  ordered  to  be  driven  off  by  the  military 
force,  except  they  would  take  permission  to  re- 
side as  tenants  at  will.  Some  had  done  so,  and 
some  had  been  driven  off. 

Mr.  Tboup  said  he  knew  that  orders  had 
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been  given  to  remove  them ,  bnt  of  their  re* 
moval  and  dispersion  he  had  not  heard.  He 
said  he  had  farther  understood  that  there  were, 
in  the  connty  of  Madison  alone,  two  or  three 
thousand  intraders,  and  many  of  them  settled 
on  Indian  lands,  whose  owners  they  excited  to 
hostilities.  There  was  another  fact,  of  which  the 
House  might  keep  possession.  Among  these  in- 
traders was  one  of  the  name  of  Harrison,  he 
believed,  who  claimed  under  what  was  called 
the  Tennessee  Yazoo  claims,  and  who  settled  on 
the  land  with  his  retainers,  and  deliberately  be- 
gan to  apportion  it  among  them.  Whether  he 
had  been  dispossessed,  Mr.  T.  said  he  did  not 
know.  It  was  absolutely  necessary  to  ascertain 
the  situation  of  that  country,  and  therefore  he 
should  vote  for  the  reference  of  the  petition  to 
a  committee. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
—67  to  27. 


TuBSDAT,  June  Id. 
Miranda^B  Exhibition, 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  following  resolution,  reported  by 
the  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  peti- 
tion of  thirty-six  citizens  concerned  in  Miran- 
da^s  expedition,  and  now  confined  in  the  vaults 
of  Garthagena,  South  America : 

«'  Retolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  adopt  the  most  immediate  and  effica- 
cious means  in  his  power  to  obtain  the  liberation  of 
the  prisoners,  if  it  shall  appear  to  his  satisfaction 
that  they  were  involantarily  drawn  into  the  nnlaw- 
fill  enterprise  in  which  they  were  engaged ;  and  that 
—^  dollars  be  appropriated  for  that  poipose." 

Mr.  MoKiM  observed,  that  he  believed  nothuig 
farther  would  be  necessary  for  the  attainment 
of  this  object  than  an  application  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  states ;  he  then  moved 
to  fill  the  blank  in  the  resolution  with  such  a 
sum  ($3,500)  as  would  defray  the  expense  of 
sending  a  vessel  there  and  clothing  the  prisoners 
previous  to  their  return. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  he  believed  there  would 
be  no  better  time  than  on  this  motion  to  express 
the  disapprobation  which  he  felt  of  the  report ; 
for  he  was  unwilling  in  his  representative  ca- 
pacity, to  give  one  cent  of  the  public  money  for 
bringing  back  into  the  bosom  of  the  body  poli- 
tic these  unfortunate  but  guilty  men.  He  loiew 
how  invidious  a  task  it  was  to  appear  to  lean 
to  the  side  of  inhumanity ;  he  knew  how  very 
natural  it  was  for  the  mind  of  man  to  rdent 
after  the  conmiission  of  a  crime,  and  to  see 
nothing  in  a  culprit  but  his  misfortunes,  for- 

getting  his  guilt ;  but  there  were  occasions^  and 
e  took  this  to  be  one,  where  to  lean  apparentiy 
to  the  side  of  humanity  is  an  act  of  as  great  in- 
justice and  cruelty  to  society  as  the  Le^lature 
can  commit.  What  were  the  House  about  to 
do  ?  To  make  an  appropriation  of  money  for 
an  extraordinary  purpose  of  foreign  intercourse. 
Was  not  the  President  of  the  United  States  al- 
ready invested  with  power  to  negotiate  with 


the  Spanish  €k)vemment  on  this,  as  well  as  with 
any  other  Government  on  any  subject  ?  Was 
the  President  of  the  United  States  presmned  to 
have  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  the  cries  of  our  suffer- 
ing countrymen  in  captivity  in  aford^  nation! 
Mr.  R.  said  this  was  not  like  a  question  of  re- 
deeming our  countrymen  from  slavery  in  Bar- 
bary  or  Tripoli ;  but  it  waa  a  question  whether 
tiiis  Government  would  lend  its  countenance  to 
that  class  of  men  who  were  concerned  in  the 
expeditions  of  Miranda  and  Aaron  Burr.  He 
for  one  said,  that  he  would  not  consent  to  it; 
and  that  those  persons  who,  above  the  doll  imr- 
suits  of  civil  life,  had  enUsted  under  these 
leaders,  might  take  for  him,  however  he  might 
feel  for  their  situation  as  men,  the  lot  whidi 
they  themselves  had  selected.  He  sud  he  con- 
sidered them  as  voluntarily  expatriated  from 
this  country,  and  among  the  articles  of  com* 
merce  and  manufacture,  which  it  might  be  con- 
templated to  encourage  by  bounty  and  premiums, 
he  confessed  for  one,  that  the  importation  of 
such  citizens  as  these  was  not  an  article  of  traf- 
fic which  would  meet  with  any  encouragement 
from  him.  So  far  from  being  afraid  of  any  ill 
consequences  resulting  from  the  sparseaess  of 
our  population,  he  was  afraid  that  our  popula- 
tion, (and  experience  has  tested  the  fact,)  sparse 
as  it  was  in  number,  in  quality  was  redundant 
We  have  been  told,  said  Mr.  R.,  and  I  believe 
it,  that  but  the  other  day  the  Foreign  Office  in 
Great  Britain  cast  its  eyes  on  Oolonel  Burr,  and 
that  they  either  did  commit  him — ^I  nnderstaad 
that  he  was  committed  and  stood  so  for  some 
time,  and  was  only  released  on  condition  of 
quitting  the  country — ^that  they  either  did  eomr 
mit  or  threaten  to  imprison  that  unfortunate 
man.  I  want  to  know,  sir,  if  he  had  stood  bo 
conunitted,  in  what  respect  his  case,  in  a  politi- 
cal point  of  view,  would  have  stood  contradia- 
tinguished  from  that  of  these  petitioners  t  I 
can  see  no  difference  but  sudi  as,  in  my 
mind,  would  have  operated  to  his  advantage. 
There  is  an  equality  of  guilt,  but  on  his  part  a 
superiority  of  intellectual  character  which  would 
have  rendered  him,  if  tiiere  is  to  be  an  acces- 
sion to  the  State  by  bringing  back  to  its  bosom 
those  who  have  voluntanly  thrown  themselves 
out  of  the  protection  of  the  country,  a  more 
valuable  acquisition,  or  rather  a  less  valuablo 
loss,  than  these  unfortunate  men. 

It  appears  to  me,  sir,  that  in  passing  this  res- 
olution we  shall  hold  up  a  premium  to  vice; 
for,  if  this  proposition  be  agreed  to,  when  some 
new  Miranda  or  Burr  comes  forward  with  his 
project,  he  will  tell  his  conspirators  that  tfiej 
will  have  nothing  more  to  do,  should  the  matter 
turn  out  adversely,  than  to  put  up  a  face  and 
tell  Congress  that  they  were  involuntarily  drawn 
into  it  An  extraormnary  mode,  to  be  sure,  of 
volunteering  to  go  against  their  wilL  These 
involuntary  volunteers  will  be  told  they  will 
have  nothing  to  do  but  throw  the  whole  wdghi 
of  the  blame  on  the  original  mover  of  the  ex- 
pedition, and  Congress  will  tax  their  fellow^ 
creatures — who,  poor  souls,  had  not  enlaiged 
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and  liberal  mindB)  and  were  content  with  the 
dnll  parsuits  of  civil  life — ^for  redeeming  them, 
dothing  them,  and  bringing  them  back  again  to 
society.  I  wish  the  conmiittee  to  take  the 
thing  into  consideration.  As  men^and  Chris- 
tians onr  conduct  is  to  be  goyemed  by  one  role ; 
as  representatiyes  of  the  people  other  consider- 
ations are  proper.  There  is,  in  the  proposed 
interference,  no  justice ;  there  ma^-  be  much 
mercy,  but  it  is  a  mercy  which  carries  cruelty, 
if  not  deliberate,  the  most  pernidons  of  all  pos- 
sible species  of  cruelty,  along  with  it.  Suppose 
these  men  had  been  arrested  and  tried  in  this 
country,  what  would  have  been  their  lot  ?  It 
IS  difficult  for  me  to  say.  I  am  no  lawyer ;  but 
I  suppose,  nnder  the  mild  institutions  in  some 
of  our  States,  they  would  have  been  oondenmed 
to  hard  labor  for  life.  In  what  do  they  differ, 
to  their  adyantage  firom  other  felons  9  In  noth- 
ing. Who  womd  step  forward  to  rescue  them 
from  that  punishment  due  to  their  crime  if  oon- 
Ticted  by  onr  own  courts  9  Nobody,  Every- 
bo<|y  wcHild  have  said  that  they  deserved  it. 
Now,  on  the  contrary,  having  escaped  the  hand 
of  justice  in  this  country,  and  £EUien  into  the 
gra^  of  the  strong  hand  of  power  in  another 
country,  we  are  not  contented  to  let  them  reap 
what  they  have  sown ;  we  are  not  contented  to 
leave  them  in  the  hands  of  justice.  I  believe 
that  there  exists  a  proper  disposition  in  the 
Executive  to  interfere,  where  American  citizens 
ore  wrongfully  treated  abroad.  And,  shall  we 
oome  forward  and  open  the  public  purse,  and 
assume  on  ourselves  the  responsibility  of  that 
act  which  the  President  refuses  to  do,  and  tims 
share  among  us  the  imputation,  such  as  it  may 
be,  which  society  chooses  to  cast  upon  us  in 
consequence  of  it,  instead  of  letting  it  fall  singly 
and  in^vidnally  upon  him,  in  case  l^e  chooses 
to  incur  it  9  No,  sir.  I  have  no  disposition  to 
pass  this  resolution  to  take  the  responsibility 
upon  myself.  In  short,  I  diould  nave  been 
glad,  if  instead  of  telling  us  that  these  men  are 
unfortunate  and  miserable,  (for  who  are  so  un- 
fortunate and  miserable  as  the  truly  guilty  t) 
that  the  members  of  that  committee,  ot  the  re- 
q>ectable  chairman  himself,  had  come  forward 
and  shown  the  claim  of  these  petitioners  to  the 
peculiar  patronage  of  the  country.  So  &r  from 
any  disposition  to  bring  them  back,  I  would 
allow  a  drawback  or  bounty  on  the  exportation 
of  every  man  of  similar  principles. 

Mr.  Emott  said,  that  as  he  had  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  whose  report  was  now 
under  consideration,  he  felt  the  propriety  of 
making  a  few  observations  to  diow  the  expedi- 
ency of  adopting  the  resolution.  In  order  to 
obtain  the  release  of  these  miserable  and  de- 
luded men,  it  was  necessary  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  interfere,  because  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment never  would  release  them  tiU  such 
application  was  made.  The  only  money  neces- 
sary to  be  paid  was  not  to  &e  Spanish  Govern- 
ment, but  to  defray  the  expense  of  bringing  back 
the  prisoners.  It  was  not  to  buy  their  lu>erty, 
but  to  eo^ftloy  a  person  to  go  there  to  request  it. 


It  had  been  said  that  the  Preddent  had  power 
to  attempt  the  release  of  these  persons  without 
any  resolution  of  the  House.  Mr.  E.  said  he 
would  not  enter  into  that  consideration.  He 
knew,  if  the  President  had  the  power,  that  he 
had  not  chosen  to  exercise  it ;  and  if  the  House 
could  find  from  the  statement  of  the  dtuation 
of  these  men  that  they  ought  to  be  relieved, 
they  should  not  refrain  from  expressing  their 
opinion,  merely  because  the  President  hsA  the 
power  and  would  not  exercise  it. 

It  might  be  necessary,  Mr.  E.  said,  to  call  to 
the  minds  of  the  committee  the  rituation  of 
these  men.  They  were  persons  employed  by 
Miranda,  in  his  expedition,  who,  he  undertook 
to  say,  did  not  know  that  they  were  going  on 
any  expedition  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the 
country.  When  taken,  they  had  been  tried  by 
the  Spaniards  on  a  charge  of  piracy,  and  con- 
demned to  lie  in  a  dungeon  for  a  term  of  years. 
They  prayed  the  Congress  for  its  interposition 
in  their  behalt 

It  had  been  said  that  these  men  knowingly 
engaged  in  this  expedition.  Mr.  £.  said  he  be^ 
lievea  that  they  did  not ;  but,  admitting,  for  a 
moment,  that  this  was  the  case ;  that  they  did 
know  the  pursuit  on  which  they  were  entering, 
they  should  not,  for  that  reason  alone,  be  suffer- 
ed to  lie  in  prison.  Let  it  be  understood,  said 
Mr.  E.,  that  this  expedition,  whatever  it-was, 
was  earned  on,  in  the  face  of  day,  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  and  that  equipments  of  the  ves- 
sels and  enlistments  were  made  without  inter- 
ruption in  the  face  of  day.  And  would  these 
persons  believe  that  they  were  going  on  an  un- 
lawful expedition?  They  might  have  enlisted 
from  the  best  motives ;  and,  supposing  that  they 
had  enlisted  under  the  knowledge  that  they 
were  going  on  an  expedition,  yet  seeing  that  it 
was  carried  on  in  open  day  without  interrup- 
tion from  the  Government,  he  much  doubted 
whether  these  poor  men  ought  to  be  suffered  to 
lie  in  prison. 

But,  putting  motives  aside,  these  men  declare 
that  they  did  not  understand  the  nature  of  the 
service  for  which  they  were  engaged ;  and  this 
statement  the  committee  who  made  the  report 
had  brought  themselves  to  believe.  Let  it  be 
recollected  that  these  unfortunate  individuals 
were  lying  in  prison ;  and,  although  they  had, 
by  some  means,  forwarded  a  petition  here,  they 
could  not  attend  in  person  to  urge  their  claim 
to  relief  by  proofs  presented  to  the  House.  The 
persons  who  procured  these  men  to  go  on  this 
expedition  certainly  would  not  be  very  wilUng 
to  come  forward  and  give  testimony:  because, 
by  so  doing,  they  might  criminate  tnemselves 
and  render  themselves  liable  to  the  operation 
of  the  laws  of  their  country.  Considering  that 
these  persons  were  removed  thousands  of  miles 
from  us,  that  they  were  unfriended,  and  that 
the  persons  who  alone  could  prove  that  their 
intent  was  innocent,  would  not  oome  forward 
for  fear  of  criminating  themselves,  he  thought 
these  men  were  entitled  to  commiseration,  and 
he  believed  that  it  was  in  his  power  to  show 
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two  or  three  circnmstaiioes  which  would  con- 
vince the  House  that  they  had  no  knowledge  of 
the  nature  of  this  expedition.  The  first  circnm* 
stance  was  the  extreme  improbability  that  these 
men  would  have  engaged  in  this  expedition,  if 
the  nature  of  it  had  been  explained.  Had  Mr. 
Smith  or  Greneral  IGranda  gone  to  these  men 
and  said,  *^  we  are  going  on  an  expedition 
against  the  laws  of  the  country,  and,  if  taken, 
you  will  be  punished  under  the  laws  of  one 
country  or  the  other,"  it  is  extremely  improbable 
that  they  would  have  engaged.  It  is  not  likely 
that  Miranda  or  Mr.  Smith  avowed  their  pur- 
poses, and  told  them  that  they  were  going  on 
an  expedition  hostile  in  its  nature,  and  against 
the  laws  of  the  country,  because  its  obje^  was 
to  revolutionize  a  nation  in  amity  with  the 
United  States.  It  is  impossible  that  these  men 
should  have  known  the  nature  of  the  expedi- 
*tion,  when  it  was  not  known  to  the  Govern- 
ment here,  however  public.  This  circumstance, 
to  me,  is  conclusive,  to  show  that  these  young 
men  did  not  know  it.  There  might  have  been 
persons  who  did ;  if  you  please,  Mr.  Ogden,  who 
furnished  the  ship,  or  others,  but  it  is  impc^ible 
to  believe,  that  these  men,  who  were  mere  sol- 
diers for  carrying  on  the  expedition,  knew  the 
nature  of  it.  I  am  convinced  that  these  per- 
sons, all  privates — for  the  officers  were  executed 
—did  not  know  why  they  did  enlist,  or  that 
the  corps  was  for  the  purpose  to  which  it  was 
actually  designed. 

I  have  said,  and  perhaps  every  person  here 
knows,  that  the  whole  of  the  business  was  car- 
ried on  in  the  face  of  day.  Here  were  General 
Miranda  and  Mr.  Smith  coming  to  the  seat  of 
Government,  and  back  to  New  York,  procuring 
clothes,  enlisting  men.  Oan  it  be  conceived 
that  all  this  could  have  been  carried  on,  if  Gen- 
eral Miranda  had  not  meant  to  conceal  it  from 
the  Government?  But  it  is  in  my  power  to 
furnish  something  more  than  mere  conjecture 
on  this  subject  The  committee  will  recollect 
that  a  greater  part  of  this  transaction  took  place 
at  New  York.  There  the  men  were  to  ren- 
dezvous, l^ere  the  vessel  was  fhmished,  and 
to  that  State  most  of- the  young  men  who  are 
now  in  South  America  did  belong.  In  that  State 
this  matter  was  the  subiect  ofjudicial  investi- 
gation. Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Ogden  were  in- 
dicted. I  will  read  a  part  of  the  evidence  given 
on  the  trial,  which  will  satisfy  any  one,  at  least 
it  has  satisfied  me,  that  these  men  had  no  hand 
in  it  Mr.  Fink,  who  was  produced  as  evidence 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  io  convict  Mr. 
Smith,  was  the  person  who  was  intrusted  with 
enlistments. 

On  the  same  trial  there  was  one  of  the  per- 
sons who  has  actually  enlisted  who  deposed 
that  the  same  information  which  Peter  Boae 
received  was  given  to  others.  This  man  als6 
was  a  private  in  the  expedition,  and  swears  that 
the  person  who  employed  him  told  him  that  he 
was  to  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  Gk>vem- 
ment ;  that  he  was  to  be  carried  to  Washington 
by  water  and  thence  to  New  Orleans.  The  men 


who  now  petition  Oongress  are  persons  who  are 
placed  precisely  in  the  same  sitoalion.  We 
find,  in  the  course  of  the  trial,  that  the  perwMi 
employed  to  enlist  the  men,  declares  that  the 
person  employing  him  reftised  to  tell  him  for 
what  purpose  they  were  to  be  enlisted,  and,  of 
course,  he  could  not  inform  those  whom  he  en- 
listed. 

Mr.  £.  said  he  had  already  remarked  the  ex- 
treme difficulty  under  which  these  persona  lar 
bored,  that  they  were  at  a  distance  of  several 
thousand  miles  from  this  country,  incarcerated, 
and  friendless.  He  had  satisfied  his  mind  that 
they  had  engaged  in  this  business  unknowingly 
and  unwillingly — an^  what  was  now  ashed  w 
the  Government?  That  they  should  expend 
large  sums  of  money  for  the  purpose  of  baying 
them  out?  No.  All  that  the  Spanish  Qot- 
emment  wanted,  he  undertook  to  say,  was, 
that  a  request  should  be  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  thia  country  for  those  men;  and  all  the 
money  required  for  this  service,  was  money 
enough  to  send  an  agent  there  and  facilitate  his 
return. 

Nothing  had  been  said  by  him,  Mr.  £.  re- 
marked, of  the  peculiar  sufferings  of  these  men ; 
but  there  were  representations  enough  to  show 
that  they  were  chiuned  naked  in  a  dungeon, 
without  clothing,  and  without  wood.  &om» 
had  died  and  others  must  die.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, for  the  reasons  which  he  had  given,  that 
the  committee  would  be  satisfied  that  these 
men  were  not  guilty  of  crime.  If  not  guilty, 
he  hoped  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  they 
were  a  proper  subject  for  the  interference  of 
the  Government. 

Mr.,  Bacon  observed  that  the  conclusion 
which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Bak- 
dolph)  had  drawn,  rested  upon  the  idea  that 
the  men  were  guilty.  If  they  were  guilty, 
they  certainly  should  not  receive  the  benefit  fi 
the  interposition  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States.  They  had  no  claim  on  the 
United  States  when  considered  as  criminals,  or 
as  men  who  had  voluntarily  engaged  in  this 
service.  The  report  of  the  committee  did  not 
state  this  to  be  the  case.  I  acknowledge,  said 
Mr.  B.,  that  they  are  guilty  in  some  respects,  hav- 
ing innocentiy  transgressed  the  laws.  If  they 
are  guilty  in  the  eye  of  justice,  I  contend  thej 
ought  not  to  have  relief.  The  report  of  the 
committee  states,  that,  under  a  persuasion  that 
the  fiacts  set  forth  by  the  petitioners  were  tme, 
they  were  induced  to  submit  this  resolution. 
The  committee  had  evidence,  which  thej 
deemed  competent,  to  prove  that  these  mea, 
were  not  guilty  men.  In  what  respect,  then, 
are  they  to  be  compared  to  Aaron  Burr  t  No 
man  will  say  that  he  did  not  proceed  on  his  expe- 
dition with  his  eyes  open,  or  that  he  could  plead 
ignorance.  The  fiict  in  relation  to  these  men 
appears  to  be  that  they  were  inveigled  ;  that 
their  offence  was  involuntary,  not  as  reflpected 
engaging  in  what  they  thought  the  service  of 
the  LI  nited  States,  but  as  to  going  abroad,  fe* 
against  their  consent  they  were  forced  into  the 
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service.  Therefore,  with  great  truth,  it  might 
be  said  that  th^  were  scourged  to  the  service 
If  this  was  the  ract,  as  the  Gommittee  appear  to 
have  believed,  I  ask,  in  what  their  case  differs 
from  that  of  men  taken  captives  by  the  Alger- 
inesf  Those  men  taken  by  the  Algerines  are 
engaged  in  lawful  commerce ;  these  poor  men 
are  engaged  in  an  nnlawfbl  act^  bat  not  knowing 
it  to  be  unlawful,  and  believing  it  to  be  correct, 
they  are  as  innocent,  in  fact,  as  those  who  act 
innocently.  The  gentleman  says^  suppose  they 
were  to  return  to  Iheir  country,  would  they  nc% 
be  puniflhedf  If  the  facts,  as  they  state  them, 
are  correct,  as  I  bdieve  them  to  be,  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  they  would  be  punished.  The  law 
does  not  pfunish  a  man  because  he  does  not  act, 
but  for  the  qy»  ammo  with  which  he  does  it. 

Ifr.  Tattob  said  if  he  could  view  this  subject 
in  the  light  in  which  it  had  been  viewed  by 
most  of  its  advocates^  and  particularly  by  the 
gentleman  from  North  Oarolina,  (Mr.  Fbabson,) 
he  should  think  it  was  the  duty  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  make  exertion  for  the  release  of  these 
people;  but  even  then  he  should  inquire 
whether  any  exertion  in  their  favor  would  not 
rather  do  them  an  injury  than  a  service;  for  it 
would  be  recoHected  that  every  gentleman  who 
had  spoken  seemed  to  consider  the  mercy  which 
was  asked  to  depend  upon  and  to  be  bestowed 
by  the  United  States.  Were  I  a  Spaniard,  and 
attended  the  debate  in  this  House,  I  should 
tiunkthatgratlemen  in  fnvor  of  the  resolution 
contemplated  an  infraction  of  the  rights  of  the 
nation  before  whose  courts,  and  by  whose  laws, 
these  men  were  condemned.  These  fine  ap- 
peals to  men^  and  humanity  would  apply  well 
before  the  power  possessmg  the  right  to  bestow 
mercy,  but  are  not  applicable  to  the  feelings 
TOoperto  be  exercised  on  this  occasion  by  l^s 
House.  I  say  that  it  is  one  of  the  attributes  of 
Government  to  punish  those  who  have  infKnged 
<x  broken  the  laws  of  the  country.  These 
people  have  been  condemned  by  a  Spanish  tri- 
Dunal ;  it  is  by  that  Government  alone  that 
mercy  is  to  be  shown ;  and  an  exertion  by  this 
House  in  attempting  to  bestow  mercy  upon 
these  people  is  an  infrhigement  of  that  right. 
I  challenge  gentlemen  to  show  me  an  instance 
m  the  annals  of  diplomacy  of  a  like  nature  with 
this  proposition.  I  recollect  one  instance,  but 
I  have  heard  no  gentleman  propose  to  go  so 
ftr.  Oliver  OromwelL  when  a  member  of  the 
British  Commonwealth,  was  imprisoned  by  the 
iuquiaitioB,  ordered  his  admirals  to  draw  up 
before  the  harbor  and  demand  his  release.  This 
is  the  only  case  I  have  met  with  in  the  course  of 
my  rea^ng,  of  an  attempt  by  one  nation  to  re- 
lieve crinnnals  condemned  by  another  nation 
under  its  own  laws.  If  this  view  be  a  just  one, 
it  certainly  becomes  a  matter  of  great  delicacy. 
If  this  Government  had  never  been  by  the  most 
secret  whisper  implicated  (unjustly,  as  I  firmly 
believe)  in  this  transaction,  still  it  would  have 
been  a  subject  of  the  greatest  delicacy  for  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  to  interfere. 
What  will  the  Government  of  Spain,  Junta, 
Vou  IV.2-10 


King,  or  Governors  of  Spanish  provinces  to 
whom  you  apply,  say  to  you  on  this  subject? 
"Why  they  will  say — "  We  have  long  sospected, 
we  have  heard  fr<mi  your  own  quarter,  that  you 
were  implicated  in  this  expedition;  you  now 
give  us  proof;  you  have  come  forward  m  an 
unprecedented  manner  and  interfered  in  a  case 
with  which  you  have  no  business,  a  case  which 
is  folly  embraced  by  the  soverei^ty  which  we 
ourselves  exercise  over  our  own  courts."  Will 
it  not  at  once  be  inferred  that  these  assertions 
throughout  the  United  States  had  been  true, 
and  that  this  Government  was  implicated  or 
concerned,  or,  to  use  the  words  of  yesterday, 
that  this  Government  had  oonnived  at  such  an 
expedition  ?  Tou  will  but  render  the  sufi!erings 
of  these  people  more  rigorous.  It  is  not  to  be 
conceived,  although  the  gentleman  from  Mas* 
sachusetts  and  others  have  acquitted  the  Gov- 
ernment of  participation,  that  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment will  do  BO  also.  Why,  even  in  our  cool 
and  calm  situation,  you  see  that  suspicion  of  the 
connivance  of  the  Administration  is  not  yet 
quite  done  away — and  do  you  suppose,  sir,  that 
the  Spaniards,  against  whom  repeated  expedi- 
tions have  been  made,  at  a  distance  fVom  those 
sources  whence  conviction  might  flash  upon 
their  minds,  will  form  the  same  opinion  of  the 
subject  that  we  do  f  Fear  forms  a  bias  on  their 
mind ;  and  we  form  a  conviction  on  the  side  on 
which  we  feel  interested. 

Gentlemen,  in  order  to  induce  us  to  grant 
pardon  to  titiese  men,  which  we  have  no 
power  to  do,  have  told  us  that  they  are  inno- 
cent; because,  forsooth,  they  themselves  have 
said  so.  I  recollect,  sir,  once  in  a  conversation 
with  a  most  eminent  barrister  in  the  State  in 
which  I  live,  who  had  often  performed  the  duty 
of  oounsellor  and  advocate  In  our  State,  he  in- 
formed me  that  in  a  practice  of  thirty  years,  in 
the  course  of  which  ne  had  been  concerned  in 
the  oases  of  many  culprits,  on  many,  na^,  on  all 
occasions,  he  put  this  plain  question  to  his  client : 
^I  am  your  counsel ;  it  is  neoessary  for  me,  in 
order  to  make  the  best  possible  defence  of  your 
cause,  to  make  the  best  statement  in  your  favor, 
to  know  whether  you  are  guilty  or  not."  He 
declared  that  he  had  never  yet  met  with  a  man 
who  acknowledged  that  he  was  guilty.  I  believe 
that  this  disposition  to  appear  innocent,  is  in- 
herent in  human  nature.  It  is  natural  for  these 
men  to  si^  that  they  are  not  guilty;  they  said 
so  to  the  court  before  whom  they  were  tried. 
Why  were  they  not  liberated?  why  was  not 
that  mercy  which  \b  so  pathetically  called  for 
bestowed  on  them  by  that  tribunal  before  whom 
the  case  was  examined  ?  If  they  are  the  im- 
maculate and  almost  sainted  victims  which  they 
are  described  to  be,  why  did  not  the  court 
whidh  heard  the  testimony  on  both  sides  of  the 
question  bestow  that  clemency  asked  of  us  ?  I 
snonld  presume,  that  when  all  the  circumstances 
came  out  before  the  court,  they  were  not  favor- 
able to  the  petitioners;  and  it  is  a  respect  due 
from  this  Government  to  the  acts  of  that  Gov- 
ernment that  such  a  construction  should  be  put 
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upon  this  matter.  If  we  are  to  distrust  the  acts 
»f  the  Spaniard,  because,  as  we  are  told,  he  is 
vindictive  and  cruel,  he  might  justly  say  that 
we  have  not  done  to  others  as  we  would  be 
done  by. 

We  should  place  the  President  6f  the  United 
States  In  a  very  unpleasant  situation  indeed  by 
requiring  him  to  demand  these  men,  if  we  would 
not  also  oe  willing  to  go  to  war  for  them.  As 
our  navy  is  now  adoat  I  would  propose  as  an 
amendment  to  the  project,  if  gentlemen  are  se- 
rious in  their  determination  to  rescue  these 
men,  that  our  fleet  shall  sail  before  Oarthagena 
and  compel  the  Spanish  Governor  or  Junta  to 
give  them  up.  This  is  the  only  mode  of  inter- 
fering with  a  matter  of  this  land,  which  is 
sanctioned  by  precedent,  as  I  have  before 
stated. 

It  would  seem,  sir,  as  if  the  passing  scenes  of 
this  world  were  entirely  forgotten.  The  British 
Government  has  been  suspected  of  having  con- 
nived at  this  expedition  as  well  as  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States.  They  have  received 
Hiranda  into  their  bosoni:  and  on  the  examina- 
tion on  the  trial  of  Sir  Home  Popham,  it  did 
appear  that  he  had  received  orders  to  sail  for  a 
particular  port  of  that  continent  to  create  a  di- 
version of  an  attack  expected  to  be  made  in 
another  part  of  it.  But  what  have  the  British 
Government  done  on  the  subject?  Have  they 
not  considered  it  a  delicate  one?  Have  they 
not  in  their  conduct  ^ven  us  Uie  most  sound 
and  wholesome  advice  on  the  subject?  A1- 
though  I  believe  these  men  were  employed  to 
answer  a  purpose  all-important  to  her,  yet  she 
has  not  extended  towards  these  sufferers  in  her 
own  cause  that  clemency  which  is  asked  at  our 
hands.  These  men  who  were  suffering  in  her 
employ,  demonstrably  acting  in  furtherance  of 
her  interest,  have  not  met  witii  the  demency 
of  the  Government ;  and  the  case  is  more  strong 
when  it  is  recollected  that  since  tibe  capture  of 
these  men,  although  previously  at  warwiUi 
Spain^  Great  Britain  was  not  only  at  peace  but 
in  alliance  with  that  nation.  Wi^  all  these 
favorable  circumstances,  when  bat  a  hint  from 
the  British  Ministry  in  favor  of  these  people 
might  have  released  them,  yet  being  so  delicate 
a  subject  that  it  has  not  been  touched  by  them, 
shall  we,  who  have  been  crusading  and  exerting 
every  nerve  for  the  releasement  of  our  seamen, 
and  with  all  our  efforts  have  been  unsuccessfal, 
shall  we  start  on  a  fresh  crusade  for  these  men, 
when  the  efforts  of  the  Government  in  the 
other  cause,  in  so  noUe,  so  just,  and  so  humane 
a  cause,  have  as  yet  proved  unavailing?  Shall 
we  engage  in  a  contest  for  these  people,  who 
are  acknowledged  justly  to  be  in  the  power  and 
nnder  the  sentence  of  the  courts  of  another  nsr 
tion,  whilst  the  honest  American  tar,  guiltless 
of  harm,  is  writhing  under  the  lash  of  everr 
boatswain  on  board  a  man-of-war  ?  If  you  will 
go  on  and  reform  the  whole  world,  begin  with 
one  grievance  first ;  to  use  a  homely  phrase,  do 
aot  put  too  many  irons  in  the  fire. 

Sir,  if  the  Spanish  nation  has  any  feeling  for 


its  eovereignty,  it  would  spurn  your  request. 
Only  suppose  that  nation  to  possess  the  sanM 
feelings  which  actoate  every  breast  in  this 
House;  which  actuate  the  American  peoplob 
Suppose  the  claim  of  Mr.  Burr  to  citizenship  in 
Britain,  on  the  ground  of  once  a  subject  always 
a  subject^  had  been  recognized  by  the  British 
Government.  Suppose  that  he  was  suffering 
in  chains  in  some  of  your  prisons,  and  becanse 
they  had  heard  that  Mr.  Burr  might  have  been 
innocent,  the  British  Government  had  asked 
his  release,  would  not  the  people  of  America 
have  spurned  the  request  as  an  indignity  to  the 
nation  ?  And  may  we  not  suppose  that  these 
proud  Spaniards,  as  they  are  called,  may  have 
feelings  of  a  like  nature  ?  I  believe,  sir,  that 
the  course  proposed  would  only  add  rigor  to 
their  sufferings,  weight  to  their  chains. 

Mr.  LivsHMORB  asked  if  the  committee  whidi 
made  this  report  had  not  before  it  evidence 
that  certain  British  subjects  concerned  in  Mi- 
randa's expedition  had  been  liberated  on  the 
application  of  some  officers  of  that  nation  ?  If 
they  had  it  would  be  a  fair  answer  to  the  elo- 
quent speech  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
olina. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  he  did  not  think  that  the 
information  asked  for  by  the  gentleman  was  at 
all  material  to  this  case.  It  was  a  matter  of  no 
consequence  at  all,  as  respected  the  statement 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Oarolina  on 
(he  had  no  doubt)  very  good  grounds.  What| 
said  Mr.  R.,  has  been  the  situation  of  Great 
Britain  in  relation  to  Spain  ?  Great  Britain,  at 
the  time  the  expedition  was  undertaken,  was 
an  enemy  of  Spain — was  at  actual  war  with 
Spain— and  therefore  in  a  subject  of  Great  Britain 
it  might  have  been  highly  meritorious  to  annoy 
Spain,  either  at  home  or  in  her  colonies  to  the 
utmost  extent  in  his  power,  without  any  direct 
authority  fi-om  his  Government  Subsequently 
to  that  tim^  however.  Great  Britain  has  become 
the  ally  of  Spain  in  consequence  of  the  revolu- 
tion ;  and  at  that  time  Great  Britain  obtuned 
from  persons  exercising  the  authority  of  govern- 
ment  in  Spain  the  release  of  these  prisoners, 
which  it  is  perfectly  natural  Spain  should 
then  have  granted.  But  suppose,  instead  of 
that  change  having  taken  place  in  the  relations 
between  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  Bonaparte 
had  ouietly  succeeded  in  putting  King  Joseph  on 
the  throne  of  Spain  and  the  Indies,  and  applica- 
tions had  then  been  made ;  or  suppose  that  the 
application  had  been  deferred  nntU  now,  and  the 
power  of  the  House  of  Bonaparte  was  as  com- 
plete over  the  colonies  in  South  America  as  we 
have  every  reason  to  believe  it  is  over  Uie  Eu- 
ropean possessions  of  the  mother  country, 
would  the  British  sul^ects  in  that  case  have 
been  released  ?  It  is  an  unfortunate  eircmn- 
stance  that  no  question  can  be  agitated  in  this 
House  and  tried  upon  its  own  merits;  that 
every  thing  which  is,  has  been,  or  may  be^ 
is  to  be  lugged  in  on  the  question  before  us,  to 
the  total  exclusion  of  the  merits  of  the  case,  wad 
in  this  way,  instead  of  a  session  c^  three  and 
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nx  months  for  doing  the  business  of  the  nation, 
if  every  question  is  to  be  tried  in  the  manner  in 
irhich  it  appears  to  me  this  has  been,  we  may 
sit  to  all  eternity  and  never  get  through  it. 

I  lay  no  daim  to  greater  precision  Uian  other 
men ;  bat  really  I  cannot  perceive  what  kind 
of  relation,  what  kind  of  connection  exists  be* 
tween  most  of  what  I  have  heard  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  the  true  merits  of  the  case.     Gentle- 
men get  up  and  abuse  the  Spanish  Government 
and  people,  and  what  then  t     Why,  it  appears 
all  this  is  preliminary  to  our  mAlrfTig  an  humble 
request  of  this  Government  and  people  that 
they  shall  grant  us  a  particular  boon.      To  be 
sure,  sir.  all  this  time  we  do  plaster  ourselves 
nnmercifully — ^we  lay  it  on  with  a  trowel— and 
gentlemen  seem  to  think  that  if  we  sufficiently 
plaster  oorselves,  our  Prudent,  and  people, 
and    be-devil    every  other  Government  and 
people,  it  is  sufficient   to   illuminate    every 
question.    And  this  is  the  style  in  which  we 
speak  to  Governments  perfectly  independent  of 
nsl — A  very  wise  mean,  to  be  sure,  of  indaoing 
them  to  grant  the  pardon  of  these  people  as  a 
£ivor  to  usL      Sir,  it  would  be  a  strange  specta- 
dei  to  be  sore,  when  this  Minister  tihat  is  to  be, 
this  sort  of  anomalous  messenger  whom  you 
are  going  to  send,  I  know  not  exactly  to  whom ; 
whether  to  the  Junta,  or  persons  exercising  ihe 
power  of  government  in  the  provinces,  or  to 
the  Grovemment  in  Europe ;  when  this  Minister 
goes  to  Carthagena  or  elsewhere,  if  he  should 
carry  to  the  Viceroy  along  with  his  credentials 
a  file  of  papers  containing  the  debates  on  tiiis 
question.     Why,  sir,  like  Sir  Frauds  Wrong- 
head,  we  appear  all  to  have  turned  round.    Mv 
honorable  friend,  the  gentleman  from  South 
Oarolina,  (Mr.  Tatjlob,)  spoke  of  the  crimes  of 
these  men.    Gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  who 
wish  them  to  be  pardoned,  tell  you  of  nothing 
but  of  their  innocence,  and  the  injustice  of  those 
who  oondenm  them  and  now  have  them  under 
pum'shment.    Two  more  such  advocates  as  have 
appeared  in  fetvor  of  this  proposition  would 
damn  the  best  cause  ever  brought  before  any 
House  or  any  court  in  Ghristen£>m.    The  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  (Mr.  Emott,)  who 
spoke  yesterday,  certainly  very  pertinently,  and 
very  handsomely,  tells  the  House  that  in  this 
case  no  other  money  than  that  of  the  United 
States,  will  be  received ;  that  with  a  sort  ai 
Ci»tilian  fastidiousness^  those  persons  acting  for 
the  Government  of  Spain  will  not  touch  any 
money  which  shall  not  be  offered  in  the  quality 
at  public  money.    I  believe  no  such  thing ;  and 
moreover,  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood 
that  the  question  of  money  is  not  the  question 
with  me ;  and  that  to  suppose  it  necessary  for 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  inters 
fiere  for  the  purpose  of  raising  so  pitiful  a  sum 
as  $3,500  for  the  relief  of  these  unfortunate  men, 
whose  situation  I  most  seriously  deplore,  is  a 
libel  upon  the  charity  of  this  country.  I  bdieve, 
notwiibstanding  the  public  impresnon  on  this 
subject  agunst  the  petitioners^  that  the  money 
could  be  raised  in  half  an  hour  in  any  town  in 


the  United  States.  I  believe  it  might  be  raised 
in  that  time  in  the  city  of  Washington.  It  is 
not  a  question  of  the  amount  of  money  wanted; 
it  is,  whether  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  shall  lend  its  countenance  to  persons  situ- 
ated as  these  unfortunate  people  are  ?  Sir,  had 
we  at  that  time  been  at  war  with  Spain,  as 
Great  Britain,  something  might  be  said  in  favor 
of  these  persons.  But  we  were  not  at  war 
with  Spain,  and  these  men  knew  it ;  and  I  be- 
lieve they  knew  at  least  as  well  as  I  know,  that 
when  a  man  is  recrnited  tor  ptiblic  sendee,  as 
they  say  they  thought  to  be  their  case,  he  is 
immediately  taken  before  a  Justice  of  the  peace 
and  sworn.  This  part  of  the  ceremony,  however, 
is  not  stated  to  have  taken  place.  To  be  sure, 
sir,  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  lit- 
ott)  said,  I  believe,  every  thing  that  could  be 
said  in  favor  of  those  unfortunate  people,  and 
really  almost  convinced  me  that  we  ought  to 
niake  this  interference;  but  unfortunately  for 
him  and  for  his  cause,  other  advocates  rose  up 
in  its  favor  and  placed  the  subject  in  a  situation 
not  only  as  respects  the  majority  of  this  House, 
but  as  respects  that  Government  with  whom 
intercession  is  to  be  made,  which  will  complete- 
ly foreclose  any  attempt  at  relieving  the  suflfer- 
ers.  It  is  not  possible  that  the  m^ority  of  this 
House,  or  that  the  Spanish  Government,  can 
be  affiacted  in  any  other  manner  than  with  dis^ 
gust  and  indignation  at  such  stuff.  The  gentle- 
man from  New  York  told  us  that  these  were 
ardent  young  men,  who  were  anxious  to  go  to 
Oaraccas  for  the  purpose,  I  think,  of  correcting 
the  despotism  which  existed  in  that  countxy; 
or  otherwise,  political  Quixotes.  This,  I  take 
it,  will  operate  little  in  their  &vor  with  the 
Spanish  Government,  however  it  may  in  ours. 
I  confess  I  feel  very  little  sympathy  for  those 
who,  overlooking  their  own  country,  and  the 
abuses  in  their  own  Government,  go  in  search 
of  political  adversaries  abroad^-go  a  tilting 
agamst  political  despotisms  for  the  relief,  I  sap^ 
pose,  of  distressed  damsels  compelled  to  live 
under  them. 

The  question  was  now  taken,  and  the  votes 
being  affirmative  62,  negative  61,  the  Spxjoceb 
voted  in  the  negative — ^the  votes  tihen  being 
equal,  the  question  was  lost. 


MoiTOAT,  June  19. 
The  Batture  at  Ifeto  Orleans. 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion submitted  by  Mr.  Macon,  on  the  sixteenth 
instant,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"  Jiesolved^  That  so  tnnch  of  Ae  message  of  Ae 
President  of  the  United  States  of  the  sevendi  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  as  re- 
lates to  the  batture  in  the  'suburbs  ot  St.  Maiy*8,  ad- 
joining New  Orleans,  and  the  documents  accompa- 
nying it,  together  witii  the  petitions  of  Edward  liy- 
iogston^  and  the  petitions  of  the  citixens  of  New  Or- 
leims  on  ibe  same  subject,  and  the  documents  which 
aoomnpanied  the  same,  be  referred  to  the  Attorney- 
General  of  the  United  States,  and  thot  he  beinstmot-. 
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ed  to  receive  and  coUeot  sach  other  testimonj  as  may 
be  necessaiy  to  ascertain  the  title  of  the  United  States 
to  the  before-mentioned  batture,  and  that  he  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  this  House,  at  the  next  session  of 
Congress,  ms  opinion  as  to  the  validitj  of  the  claim 
of  the  United  States  to  the  said  battore." 

,  Mr.  Bu&wsLL  thought  that  this  was  not  the 
proper  course  to  pursue;  bat  that  the  coarse 
recommended  at  the  last  session  was  the  one, 
viz :  to  give  the  petitioners  the  right  of  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  Orleans  court  to  the 
Supreme  Court,  or  to  give  the  United  States 
the  same  right,  should  the  decision  be  against 
them.  He  could  see  no  advantage  in  the  pro- 
crastination now  proposed,  nor  anj  iinury  to  the 
United  States  or  the  city  of  New  Orleans^  in 
the  course  which  he  advocated.  He  doubted, 
although  the  letter  of  the  law  of  1807  might 
cover  this  case,  whether  it  was  ever  intended 
that  that  law  should  operate  as  this  had  done. 
My  intention,  said  he,  in  voting  for  it^  was  that 
it  should  apply  exclusively  to  the  Western  lands, 
commonly  called  the  Yazoo  lands,  and  such 
other  lands  as  were  occupied  by  hundreds  who 
miffht  be  formidable  from  their  numbers.  To 
undertake  jurisdiction  on  questions  of  property 
is  taking  upon  ourselves  the  functions  of  another 
department  of  the  Judiciary.  The  case  involves 
important  points  of  law — and  let  me  ask,  wheth- 
er the  gentlemen  in  this  House  are  so  well  read 
in  law  as  to  be  able  to  deoide  such  an  important 
point  as  this?  It  does  appear  to  me  that  on  all 
the  questions  of  private  properiy  arising  in  the 
United  States,  where  the  question  of  right  is 
not  to  be  brought  before  this  House,  we  ought 
to  consult  the  convenience  of  the  parties  by 
promoting  dispatch.  On  the  question  whether 
this  property  belong  to  the  United  States  or  to 
the  petitioners  I  am  completely  ignorant.  Nor 
would  I  have  it  inferred  that  I  believe  the  pe- 
titioner to  have  aright  to  the  property ;  I  take 
it  that  the  claim  of  Uie  United  States  must  be 
good,  or  the  inhabitants  of  Orleans  would  not 
be  so  zealous  in  the  support  of  it. 

Mr.  PoTBBAs  asked  for  the  reading  of  a  letter 
which  he  had  received  f^om  the  Governor  of 
Orleans  Territory,  which  was  accordingly  read. 
The  letter  states,  that  if  it  were  possible  that 
the  committee  to  whom  Mr.  Livingston's  claim 
was  referred  could  now  vint  New  Orleans,  they 
would  be  convinced  that  the  batture,  now  cov- 
ered with  water,  was  in  fact  the  bed  of  the 
river,  and,  therefore,  could  not  be  private  prop- 
erty. Mr.  P.  stated  the  historv  of  this  piece  of 
alluvion  at  some  length,  and  the  circumstances 
nnder  which  it  had  uways  been  deemed  public 
property. 

Mr.  Shbftet  said  that  before  passmg  this 
resolution,  gentlemen  ought  to  ascertain  what 
the  Attorney-General  could  do  in  this  case. 
He  could  not  compel  the  attendance  of  witness- 
es, or  collect  testimony  of  droumstances  which 
occurred  a  hundred  years  ago;  and  unless  he 
could  do  this,  it  was  impossible  he  could  exam- 
ine the  title,  for  testimony  as  to  facts  was  es- 
sential to  eiioble  him  to  form  a  correct  opinion. 


What  influence  could  the  opinion  of  the  Attor- 
ney-General have  ?  Was  the  right  of  the  citizen 
to  fall  prostrate  before  such  an  ex  parte  opinion 
or  statement  as  that  might  be  ?  If  it  was  not 
to  have  influence,  why  thus  evade  a  decision  on 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner?  If  it  was  to 
have  any  influence,  it  must  be  a  pernicious  on& 
because  founded  on  exports  testimony.  Would 
the  House  go  into  the  merits  of  the  case  on  this 
opinion,  when  obtained  without  affording  an 
opportunity  to  the  party  interested  to  prove 
that  the  law  was  not  correctly  ezpoundea  nor 
the  facts  correctly  stated!  Surely  not.  If 
they  did  not,  if  tJiey  heard  opinions  on  both 
sides,  they  converted  this  House  into  a  jndidarj 
tribunal.  Was  this  body  calculated  for  that 
branch  of  Government?  No;  this,  Mr.  8. 
said,  is  a  Government  of  departments,  each  of 
which  ought  to  be  kept  separate.  What,  air! 
is  this  a  question  of  ri^t  between  the  United 
States  and  an  individntd,  and  we  are  abont  to 
take  it  into  our  own  hands,  to  wrest  it  from  tiie 
constitutional  authority,  and  decide  it  onr- 
selves?  I  hope  we  shall  not;  and,  therefore,  I 
am  against  this  proposition.  What  does  the 
Attorney-General  state  in  his  report?  Awara 
of  the  impropriety  of  his  deciding,  he  tella  yoa 
— ^what?  That  the  usual  course,  where  the 
rights  of  the  United  States  have  been  involved, 
has  been  to  appoint  commissionerB  to  hear  and 
decide.  Here  the  Attorney-General  tells  joa 
it  is  not  proper  for  him  to  decide.  And  I 
should  never  wish  to  see  the  case  in  which  the 
Attorney-General's  opinion  is  to  give  authority 
for  dispossessing  an  individual  of  his  property; 
for  if  it  can  be  done  in  one  case  it  may  be  in 
every  case.  Any  individual  may  be  driven 
from  his  property  by  military  force,  and  then 
his  title  be  decided  by  an  ill-shapen,  one-sided  < 
statement  and  opinion  of  the  Attomey-GeneraL 
Against  such  a  aeclsion  I  do  protest  la  it  be- 
cause you  have  power  on  your  side,  air,  that 
you  wul  not  submit  to  a  judicial  decision  c^  this 
question?  If  there  be  a  controverqr  about  a 
right,  there  ought  to  be  a  judicial  decision. 

I,  sir,  have  been  unable  to  see  how  an  in^- 
vidual  having  property,  in  which  he  was  pnt 
in  possession  in  1804  or  *6  by  a  judicial  decision, 
could  be  disposed  of  it  by  the  act  of  1807,  the 
operation  of  which  was  limited  to  acta  done 
hereafter,  that  is,  after  the  passing  of  that  act 
in  1807.  That  law  too  speaks  of  "^  lands  oeded 
to  the  United  States."  Was  the  battoio  ceded 
to  the  Umted  States?  I  say  not,  because  it  waa 
private  property  before  the  United  States  pos- 
sessed the  sovereignty  of  the  country.  By  the 
treaty  of  1803  with  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  the  rights  and  property  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Louisiana  was  secmrad  to  them. 
What  then  is  the  inference  from  this  state  of 
the  case?  That  the  United  States  got  possea- 
sion  illegally,  in  defiance  of  judicial  authority. 
I  am  sorry  to  see  that  the  judicial  authority 
has  been  set  at  defiance,  and  the  Presidential 
mandate  carried  into  effect  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet,  right  or  wroug.    This  was  the  case. 
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Those  who  wore  put  in  poeseesion  were  ousted 
hy  militfliy  force.  Let  me  not  be  understood 
as  throwing  odium  on  the  Executive ;  far  from 
it.  I  believe  the  Ezecntive  acted  conscientious- 
Ij,  but  upon  an  ex  parte  statement  The  Pres- 
ident was  never  told  that  the  case  had  been 
judicially  investigated.  Those  facts  were  taken 
for  granted,  on  tibe  other  hand,  which  did  not 
exist,  and  those  which  formed  the  foundation 
of  the  true  merits  of  the  case,  were  withheld. 

Mr.  PoTDRAs  spoke  at  some  length  in  reply 
1o  Mr.  Shkpvey,  and  in  defence  of  the  title  of 
the  United  States.  The  battnre  had  many  years 
ago  been  considered  as  public  property,  and  no 
one  who  examined  the  circumstances  of  the 
ease  coold  for  a  moment  doubt  it  He  said  that 
it  had  never  been  cUumed  as  private  property 
imtfl  after  it  came  into  the  possession  of  the 
United  States.  He  hoped  the  rights  of  the  pub- 
lic and  of  the  people  of  New  Orleans  would  not 
be  trampled  upon  to  grant  the  petitioner  his 

Mr.  IIaoos  said  that  he  was  himself  in  favor 
of  giving  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  the 
property  to  the  people  or  corporation  of  New 
Orieans,  and  letting  them  and  the  individual 
contest  it.  There  was  nothing  new,  however, 
in  the  reference  of  a  subject  to  the  Head  of  a 
Department,  whose  opinion  would  have  no  more 
weight  than  reason,  and  so  &r  only  ought  it  (o 
have  weight  Mr.  M.  said  he  had  no  more  de- 
sire to  interfere  with  the  judiciary  than  either 
of  the  gentlemen  who  had  spoken.  If  provi- 
non  was  made  for  trying  this  case,  must  it  not 
be  extended  to  all  others  ?  In  order  to  do  jus- 
tice, it  must  be  done  to  idl.  Had  not  a  special 
court  been  refused  in  relation  to  a  property  of 
much  greater  valne  than  this  9  Before  Congress 
«  made  a  special  court  for  a  certain  case,  they 
ought  to  look  at  the  consequences.  It  was  de- 
parting fW>m  the  general  system  of  the  nation 
to  appoint  a  court  for  a  special  case.  Perhaps 
^ere  was  something  in  this  case  which  differed 
from  other  cases:  but  he  donbted  whether  it 
woidd  warrant  the  appointment  of  a  special 
court  Mr.  M.  said  he  saw  no  other  way  of 
treating  this  snbiect  but  by  letting  it  go  before 
&e  oonrtB  already  organized.  If  the  right  was 
in  the  petitioner,  be  the  consequences  what  it 
mi^t,  the  dty  of  New  Orleans  had  no  right  to 
take  it  away  from  bun. 

Mr.  Tbotjp  observed  that  this  case  was  prob- 
ably one  which  would  fall  under  the  old  max- 
im, nuUum  t&mptts  oeewrrit  regi  or  reipublvMB. 
It  appeared  to  him  that  there  was  a  constitu- 
tional difficulty  in  this  case,  which  did  not  ap- 
pear to  have  suggested  itself  to  the  mind  of  any 
gentleman.  First,  has  the  United  States  a 
ciaim,  either  real  or  disputed,  to  this  territorv? 
"Whether  dispnted  or  otherwise,  provided  the 
daim  be  asserted  on  its  part,  the  question  is, 
has  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  a  power 
to  decide  the  validity  of  that  claim  ?  And  if  it 
has,  is  it  proper  so  to  decide  it  9  What  is  the 
snbiect-matter  in  dispute?  Public  property; 
and  what  species?  Landed.  Then  the  question 


results,  has  Congress  a  right,  in  order  to  deters 
mine  its  title,  to  refer  it  to  any  tribunal  what- 
ever? I  contend  not;  the  right  to  public  prop- 
erty was  originally  in  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try ;  they  could  never  be  divested  of  their  great 
public  right  to  the  landed  property  of  the  na- 
tion, but  by  their  express  consent.  They  did 
give  that  right  to  the  Congress  of  .the  United 
States,  in  declaring  that  it  should  have  power 
to  dispose  of  and  make  all  needful  rules  and 
regulations  concerning  public  territory.  Would 
it  have  had  that  power,  if  this  right  had  not 
been  expressly  delegated?  I  know  that,  under 
the  old  Articles  of  Confederation,  Congress  did 
undertake  to  legislate  as  to  property;  but  it 
was  always  questionable  whether  they  had  a 
right  to  do  so—and  this  was  not  the  only  point 
on  which  Congress  did  exercise  powers  which 
were  brought  into  question.  The  right  to  de- 
termine claims  to  public  property  is  not  only 
guarantied  exclusively  to  Congress  by  the  con- 
stitution, but  the  practice  has  been  invariably 
pursuant  to  it ;  it  was  so  in  1807.  The  Gov- 
ernment not  only  asserted  its  ri^t  in  the  first 
instance,  but  asserted  its  power  to  enforce  ib» 
right  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  If  the  publio 
have  always  been  in  possession  of  a  certain  prop- 
erty, the  man  who  enters  on  it  without  their 
consent  is  a  trespasser  on  that  property.  Upon 
this  view  of  the  subject  there  is  a  constitu- 
tional difficulty  on  which  the  House  should  de- 
cide, before  it  entertains  a  motion  for  delegat* 
ing  a  power  to  decide  this  question  to  any  tri- 
bunal or  commission  whatever. 

Idb*.  BoTj>  said,  admitting  all  the  gentleman 
had  said  to  be  true,  his  observations  did  not 
apply  to  this  case.  He  had  spoken  of  the  right 
to  publio  property.  The  question  now  was, 
whether  this  was  public  property  or  not;  if  it 
were  certainly  pubtio  property,  on  which  ground 
the  gentleman  rested  his  argument,  there  could 
be  no  question  on  the  subject  It  was  asked 
only  before  they  decided  between  the  Individ* 
nal  and  the  United  States  on  the  right  to  land, 
not  confessedly  public  property,  but  claimed  as 
such,  that  fair  investigation  should  be  had. 
Mr.  B.  disclaimed  the  power  of  deciding  Judici- 
ally up<m  the  subject ;  it  was  a  right  which  he 
had  never  thought  of  this  House  claiming.  A 
delay  of  justice  was  a  denial  (d  it  The  indi- 
vidual petitioning  had  been  in  possession  of  the 
property ;  it  had  been  taken  from  him  by  force, 
and  he  now  asked  a  trial  of  his  title  before 
a  competent  court — and  this  opportunity,  Mr. 
B.  said,  he  oug^t  to  have  as  epeedily  as  pos- 
sible. 

Mr.  Bandolfh  said  he  shoold  vote  against 
that  report  He  sud  it  was  no  part  of  his  in-* 
tendon  to  deliver  any  opinion  on  the  merits  of 
the  daim,  although  he  had  devoted  not  a  little 
of  his  time  to  the  study  of  that  question,  for 
two  reasons :  first,  that  it  would  be  a  prejudi- 
cated  opinion,  inasmudi  as  that  was  not  the 
question  whicn  the  House  were  called  upon  to 
decide,  even  if  it  were  competent  to  decide  it 
I  am  extremdy  sorry,  said  ne  that  the  law  of 
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1807  has  been  brought  ioto  view  of  this  House 
by  my  friends  from  North  Carolina  and  Geor- 
gia, and  for  this  reason :  that  that  law  has  no 
bearing  at  all  on  the  present  question.  Its 
object  was  wholly  different  from  that  to  which 
it  has  been  misapplied.  What,  sir,  was  the  ob- 
ject of  that  law?  To  defend  against  a  con- 
spiracy, I  may  properly  term  it— against  the 
lawless  violence  of  confederated  associations,  a 
vast  property.  How  has  it  been  applied  t  Not 
to  a  great  public  property,  but  to  a  speck  of 
land,  to  which,  as  I  understand  it,  a  single  in- 
diyidaal,  or  at  most  three  or  four,  put  in  a 
claim.  Such  an  application  as  that  of  the  law 
in  question  was  never  intended  by  the  Legisla- 
ture ;  and,  if  applied  to  such  a  property  as  the 
batture,  and  to  the  case  of  a  angle  individual, 
may  be  applied  to  the  property  of  every  man 
in  society.  What  is  the  doctrine  of  my  friend 
from  Georgia?  That  the  public  are  always 
supposed  to  be  in  possession  of  the  national 
domain.  True,  nr,  and  it  is  also  true  that 
those  who  enter  upon  it  and  endeavor  to  appro- 
priate it  to  themselves,  aie  trespassers,  and  as 
such,  may  be  resisted  by  force.  J3ut  that  is  not 
the  case  in  the  present  question — very  far  from 
it — ^for  the  public  never  had  been  in  possession 
of  the  property  in  <|uestion. 

Without  attempting  to  enter  into  the  merits 
of  the  real  title  to  the  land  in  question,  let  us 
take  it  on  the  ground  of  the  ridbt  of  the  citizen, 
A  citizen  comes  before  this  House,  and  com- 
plains that  he  is  dispossessed  of  his  common 
right  by  arbitrary  power.  If,  after  a  cause  has 
been  heard  by  a  court,  and  a  citizen  put  in  pos- 
session of  a  property,  by  a  decree  of  that  court, 
he  is  dispossessed  of  it  by  military  violence, 
where,  if  not  before  this  House,  is  he  to  prefer 
his  claim  for  redress  ?  There  is  no  court  before 
which  he  can  go,  because  the  court  which  is 
the  last  resort  in  this  case  has  already  unavail- 
Ingly  given  its  decision.  There  is  no  court  of 
appeal,  no  superior  tribunal,  and  if  there  were, 
and  a  decree  of  the  Supreme  Oourt  obtained  in 
his  favor  on  the  appeal,  what  is  any  decree  to 
avail  against  armed  men — against  muskets  and 
bayonets?  But  this  is  not  the  only  reason 
why  I  am  sorry  that  the  act  of  180T  has  been 
brought  in  to  apply  to  this  case.  It  is  because, 
if  this  House  can  be  once  prevailed  upon  to 
consider  this  case  as  analogous  to  the  Yazoo 
case,  many  most  injurious  consequences  must 
follow  therefrom.  The  first  is,  that  that  odious 
and  supremely  infamous  claim  will  be  put  upon 
a  ground  which  it  is  by  no  means  entitled  to 
occupy ;  and  I  entreat  my  friend  from  Georgia, 
and  those  whose  minds  are  unalterably  miade 
up  on  the  Tazoo  question,  not  to  give  their 
enemies  such  a  prize  as  they  must  have  on  us, 
if  we  agree  to  confound  the  Yazoo  claim  with 
that  before  the  House.  There  is  no  sort  of 
analogy  between  them.  On  the  other  hand, 
sir,  suppodng  the  right  to  be  in  the  United 
States,  I  beg  gentlemen  not  to  create  so  forcible 
an  interest  against  the  rights  of  the  United 
States  as  will  infallibly  be  embodied  against  it 


if  we  confound  the  two.  I  have  no  idea  of 
giving  the  Yazoo  men  such  a  handle.  Again, 
let  us  suppose,  if  we  can  suppose  it,  that  liie 
right  Is  in  the  petitioner ;  may  it  not,  suppo»* 
ing  a  great  m^ority  of  the  House  to  be  agidnst 
the  Yazoo  claim — ^we  do  not  know  how  thej- 
are  disposed — may  it  not  create  an  unjust  bias 
against  the  petitioner?  So  that  in  whatever 
aspect  we  view  it,  it  is  not  only  impolitic,  but, 
what  is  worse,  extremely  unjust  to  attempt  to 
identify  the  two  cases.  And,  sir,  it  is  a  matter 
of  curious  speculation,  that  whale  the  act  oC 
1807  has  been  brought  into  operation  in  the 
case  of  a  solitary  in^vidual  and  a  little  speck 
of  property  to  which  it  was  not  intended  to 
apply,  even  supposing  the  case  in  question  to 
to  have  arisen  subsequently  to  the  passage  of 
that  act;  that,  although  it  has  been  misapplied 
in  this  case,  it  has  not  been  applied  to  the  case 
to  which  it  was  intended  to  apply,  and  for 
which  it  was  enacted ;  for,  if  I  understood  my 
friend  from  Georgia  a  few  days  ago,  some  hun- 
dreds or  thousanas  of  intruders  have  set  them- 
selves down  on  the  public  lands,  and  the  pnUio 
force  has  never  been  employed  against  them. 
On  the  contrary,  the  artillery  of  Government 
has  been  brought  into  play  against  a  single  in- 
dividual. It  was,  indeed,  sua  that  those  intru- 
ders had  agreed  to  remain  as  tenants  at  wHl; 
but,  let  them  remain  till  they  are  sufficiently 
st3-ong,  and  they  will  give  you  another  chapter 
in  the  history  of  Wyoming;  for,  after  they  are 
sufficiently  strong  to  hold  territory,  although 
the  arm  of  Government  has  been  applied  sao- 
cessfully  to  oust  a  single  individual  put  in  pos- 
session by  a  decree  of  a  court,  you  will  find  it 
nerveless  to  expel  these  men. 

With  regard  to  the  doctrine  ntdUim  tempiu 
occfurrit  reipubUctBy  it  is  a  dangerous  doctrine,  if 
carried  to  the  extent  to  which  I  apprehend  my 
friend  frt>m  Georgia  would  carry  it.  I  ventnre 
to  say  that  the  abuse  of  that  doctrine  in  the 
celebrated  case  of  Sir  John  Lowther  and  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  which  created  one  general 
sentiment  of  indignation  in  the  British  nation 
— an  attempt  under  that  maxim  to  deprive  a 
subject,  hostile  to  the  Oourt,  of  property  of 
which  he  had  been  long  in  possession^  for  the 
purpose  of  transferring  it  to  a  minion  of  the 
Oourt— that  case,  with  all  its  aggravated  enor- 
mities, does  not  come  up  to  the  case  before  the 
House ;  and  I  speak  without  reference  to  the 
question  whether  the  petitioner  has  a  right  or 
not  to  the  property  in  this  case.  The  question 
of  right  is  not  before  the  House,  and  that  ques- 
tion, decide  which  way  you  will,  can  have  no 
sort  of  weight  in  the  vote  which  the  House 
ought  to  give.  The  question  is  this:  Having 
been  long  in  possession  of  a  piece  of  land,  the 
title  deeds  destroyed,  records  burnt,  and  pos- 
session the  only  title  you  have  to  show,  an  at- 
tempt is  made  to  dispossess  you  of  the  property ; 
a  decree  of  court  confirms  your  right;  if  the 
individual,  under  these  circumstances,  can  be 
turned  out  of  possession  by  main  force  and 
stx-ength,  and  that,  too,  military  force,  there  is 
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an  end  in  the  right  to  property  of  every  man 
in  the  country.  Sir,  I  have  been  astonished, 
and  grieyed  and  mortified,  to  see  so  little  sensa- 
tion created  in  this  nation  by  the  procedure  in 
question.  It  strikes  at  the  root  of  every  thing 
dear  to  freemen.  Hiere  is  an  end  of  their 
rights. 

What,  then,  is  this  case?  An  individual 
comee  before  us,  and  says,  that  after  having  been 
pot  in  possession  of  a  piece  of  land,  (I  speak 
not  of  the  validity  of  his  title ;  it  is  not  con- 
cerned in  this  question,)  he  was  dispossessed  by 
military  force  of  this  property.  These  two  facte 
I  do  not  understand  any  member  of  this  House 
to  deny.  And  what  does  he  claim  ?  He  claims 
of  you,  as  the  guardians  of  the  rights  c^  every 
man  in  society,  justice.  And  where  do  you 
send  him?  To  tiie  Attorney-General.  I  will 
suppose  that  in  the  Lowther  and  Portland  case, 
the  Duke  of  Portland  had  been  referred  to  the 
Attorney- General.  Would  the  Engli&h  nation 
have  endured  it?  No,  sir.  Much  less  would 
they  baye  endured,  military  as  the  nation  is  be- 
coming by  the  introduction  of  large  standing 
armies,  that  he  should  have  been  dispossessed 
of  his  property  by  an  armed  military  force,  at 
the  fiat  of  the  Crown.  The  question  is,  what 
should  be  done  ?  Sir,  what  should  not  be  done  is 
perfectly  dear.  It  ought  not  to  be  done  that 
the  petitioner  should  be  sent  to  the  Attorney- 
General,  who  has  already  given  an  opinion  on 
his  claim,  though  that  is  yery  immaterial, 
which  opinion  it  seems  we  cannot  find.  If  I 
understand  any  thing  of  this  Government, 
however,  it  ought  to  be  on  record,  and  this  re- 
turn of  rum  est  inventus  ought  not  to  have  been 
reoeiyed.  All  that  we  have  to  do,  it  appears 
to  me,  is  to  make  a  provision,  in  tiie  nature  of 
a  declaratory  law,  not  amending  the  act  of  1807, 
but,  declaring  what  the  law  is ;  and  we  ooght 
to  quiet  the  rights,  and  the  mind  too,  of  every 
man  in  society,  by  declaring  that,  by  the  act  of 
1807,  it  was  not  intended  to  authorize  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  to  interpose  the 
bayonet  between  the  courts  of  justice  and  the 
individual.  This  power  never  has  been  given, 
never  was  intended  to  be  given. 

Mr.  Goij)  said  that  this  was  one  of  the  most 
important  subjects  that  had  ever  been  brought 
before  the  House.  He  did  not  mean  to  enter  into 
the  merits  of  the  case.  The  gentleman  from 
Yiiginia  had  very  dearly  expressed  all  those 
sentiments  which  every  man  must  feel  on  hear- 
ing the  history  of  this  case ;  and  as  regarded 
the  ground  taken,  of  nullum  tempus  oceurrit, 
the  gentleman  had  repdled  it  very  properly— 
and  indeed  in  that  country  whence  the  maxim 
had  been  derived,  whenever  it  was  attempted 
to  be  put  in  force  against  ancient  possessions, 
it  had  been  executed  with  great  difficulty.  It 
is  in  the  very  teeth  of  Magna  Ckarta^  which 
flays  that  a  freeman  shall  not  be  dispossessed 
of  his  freehold  without  a  better  right  is  ascer- 
tained. There  are  a  variety  of  forms  by  which 
the  right  is  guarded.  If  L  said  Mr.  G.,  under- 
stood the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Tbovp,) 


he  considers  it  a  sacrifice  of  the  rights  of  the 
United  States  to  permit  a  decision  on  ito  prop- 
erty to  pass  into  the  hands  of  third  persons. 
Even  in  England  the  prerogative  is  not  carried 
so  far.  The  Crown  has  frequentiy  consented 
that  the  right  of  Government  should  pass  into 
the  hands  of  third  persons,  viz:  of  commis- 
sioners, for  the  purpose  of  investigation. 

I  will  not  trouble  the  House  with  lengthy  re- 
marks on  this  subject.  I  can  hardly  advert  to 
it  without  feeling  all  that  has  been  much  more 
eloquentiy  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  than  it  is  in  my  power  to  express  it 
Let  gentlemen  look  around  and  see  if  they  can 
find  a  precedent  for  this  transaction.  And 
when  we  consider  it,  every  man^s  feelings  must 
be  operated  upon  too  strongly  to  permit  him  to 
argue.  The  course  suggested  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  must  prevail,  or  we  no  longer 
live  under  a  Government  of  laws,  and  those 
prindples  on  which  it  is  founded  are  destroyed. 
The  man  ousted  must  be  put  in  possession, 
must  be  restored  to  the  possession  of  the  prop- 
erty which  the  hand  of  violence  has  wrested 
from  him ;  and  I  hope  that  a  proposition  to 
this  effect  in  a  proper  shape  will  be  presented. 

Mr.  Gholson  said  he  thought  it  would  better 
become  the  character  of  this  assembly  to  dis- 
cuss every  subject  with  calmness  and  delibera- 
tion, and  on  its  own  merits,  than  to  endeavor  to 
influence  the  decision  by  an  appeal  to  the  pas- 
sions. It  was  important  that  such  a  course 
should  be  pursued,  whether  with  reference  to  a 
great  political  principle  or  to  the  interest  of  the 
individual  whose  riehte  were  said  to  have  been 
wantonly  prostratea  at  the  Executive  will.  I 
Tsaid  Mr.  G.)  have  been  early  taught,  and  the 
aoctrine  has  grown  with  my  years,  that  the 
right  of  property  is  not  one  of  the  least  con- 
sideration in  a  free  constitution.  It  is  of  a 
nature  so  sacredly  inviolable  that,  when  dearly 
ascertained,  I  would  never  encroach  upon  it 
by  any  means  but  through  the  regular  consti- 
tuted authority.  It  would  have  been  under  this 
impression  tiiat,  had  I  been  a  member  of  the 
Legislature  when  the  law  of  1807  was  intro- 
duced into  the  statute  book^  I  should  have  been 
opposed  to  it.  But  receiving  all  the  sanctions 
of  a  law,  and  as  such  containing  a  rule  of  con- 
duct in  certain  specified  cases,  what  was  the 
Executive  to  do  ?  Was  he  to  set  at  defiance 
the  law  of  the  land?  A  doctrine  like  this  can 
never  be  contended  for.  It  seems,  however, 
that  to  satisfy  gentlemen  the  President  should 
have  refused' to  carry  this  law  into  execution, 
which  I  acknowledge  does  usurp  iudicial  autho 
ity. — pir.  Randolph  said  that  his  ground  was 
that  the  President  had  not  executed  the  law. 
If  a  law  were  ever  so  unconstitutional,  the  Pres- 
ident  having  signed  it,  it  would  become  his 
duty  to  carry  it  into  effect.  But  he  denied  that 
he  had  carried  it  into  effect]  Fpon  that  point, 
continued  Mr.  G.,  my  colleague  and  I  are  at 
issue.  I  rise  not  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the 
claim,  which  I  have  no  disposition  to  do.  I  rise 
to  defend  the  late  President  of  the  United  States, 
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to  endeavor,  to  the  extent  of  my  feeble  powers, 
to  place  this  question  in  a  proper  point  of  view. 
If  the  President  of  the  United  States  has  gone 
beyond  the  letter  of  the  law,  which  itself  tends 
to  encroach  on  the  rights  of  the  citizen,  I  would 
be  the  last  person  to  justifj  him  in  thns  tres- 
passing on  the  dearest  rights  of  a  freeman.  Bat  it 
IS  very  easy  to  show  that  he  has  not  exceeded 
the  express  provisions  of  the  law  in  question. 

The  act  of  1807  contains  two  clauses  having 
a  bearing  on  the  subject ;  the  first  ascertaining 
the  character  of  the  persons  to  be  ousted,  ana 
the  second  providing  the  means  of  ousting 
themb  The  President  is  authorized  to  exercise 
this  power,  either  where  property  was  pre- 
viously in  possession,  in  which  case  he  is  to 
give  notice,  or  where  it  was  subsequently  en- 
tered on,  in  which  case  he  is  not  required  to 
give  notice.  It  is  easy  to  show  that  this  is  one 
of  the  cases  contemplated  by  that  act  It  is 
well  known  that  the  feudal  law  did  exist  in 
Louisiana,  previous  to  its  acquisition  by  the 
United  States,  and  that  by  that  law  alluvion 
does  accrue  to  the  Crown.  Kow,  if  the  feudal 
law  did  exist,  and  by  that  law  alluvion  did 
accrue  to  the  Grown  of  France,  does  it  nat  fol- 
low that  the  same  right  did  accrue  to  the  United 
States  by  the  deed  of  cession  from  France,  who 
owned  the  territory  ?  If  the  claimant  was  in 
possession  when  this  act  passed,  it  became  the 
duty  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
give  him  three  months'  notice  previous  to  his 
removal;  if  not,  no  such  notice  was  necessary. 
On  this  point  I  need  only  refer  to  the  fiiot  that 
it  Was  not  so  early  as  the  passage  of  the  act, 
indeed  not  till  the  28d  of  May,  that  the  claim- 
ants came  into  possession.  They  were  quieted 
in  possession,  so  far  as  the  rights  of  the  United 
States  were  not  concerned,  on  the  28d  of  May, 
1807. 

The  decision  of  the  corporation  court  of  }^ew 
Orleans  is  relied  on  as  giving  a  tiHe  to  the  peti- 
tioner. That  that  decision  did  at  all  affect,  in 
the  remotest  possible  degree,  the  right  of  the 
United  States,  is  a  position  which  no  man  ac- 
quainted with  the  principles  of  law  will  contend 
ror.  The  decision  cannot  affect  the  right  of  the 
United  States,  because  it  was  BOt  contested  or 
defended  before  that  court 

It  is  said  that  the  feudal  law  does  not  exist 
in  France.  From  time  immemorial  it  has  ex- 
isted all  over  Europe.  That  it  exists  at  this 
time  in  this  country  there  can  be  no  doubt  The 
right  to  lands  is  allodial,  but  is  inherent  in  the 
Qovernment  Is  it  denied  that  Hie  Govern- 
ment can  take  property  from  an  individual, 
making  him  compensation  therefor  ?  If  the 
right  to  land  be  indefeasible,  could  the  €rovern- 
ment  run  a  road  through  it  t  It  certainly  could 
not  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that 
I  do  not  attempt  to  say  where  the  real  right  to 
the  property  in  (question  does  reside.  But  I  do 
say,  that,  according  to  the  treaty  of  cession,  it 
did  become  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  exercise  the  power  which  the  Presi- 
dent under  the  law  of  1807  did  make  use  of. 


If  there  has  been  any  violation  of  right,  it 
was  in  the  passage  of  the  law  under  which  the 
President  acted.  It  was  such  a  one  as,  under 
present  persuasion,  I  could  not  have  voted  for, 
even  to  remove  a  Tazoo  puiohaser.  I  would 
even  give  to  such  a  one  his  right  to  a  fair  trial. 
I  would  not  have  agreed  to  pass  it,  for  a  reason 
given  a  day  or  two  ago,  that  the  right  to  trial 
by  jury  is  inalienable ;  it  is  a  riffht  whkh  de- 
scends to  us  with  our  other  birth-rights;  it  Is 
one  without  which  liberty  is  but  a  name.  It 
was  an  unfortunate  circnmatance  that  such  a 
law  did  pass.  But  if  the  Legislature  thought 
proper  to  enact  such  a  law,  let  them  not,  in 
the  name  of  the  great  God,  throw  the  blame 
on  their  instrument,  on  the  President,  who 
was  innocent  of  fault,  and  bound  to  oany 
the  statute  into  effect  There  is  undoubted 
proof  that  the  President  only  acted  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  statute.  The  retroactive  part  of 
the  statute  is  the  most  horrible  feature  in  it 

But  it  is  said  that  this  is  an  extreme  ease, 
that  this  small  spot  was  selected  as  the  object  of 
Executive  vengeance.  I  am  informed  that  in 
almost  every  instance  of  intrusion  on  the  pub- 
lic lands,  settlement  was  made  by  individual 
claimants*  I  would  rather  give  up  fifty  timea 
the  value  of  land  of  the  United  States  than  to 
encroach  against  law  on  that  of  any  individuid. 
It  was  not  the  execution  of  the  law  which  en- 
croached on  the  rights  of  the  citizen,  but  the 
law  itself.  I  would  ask,  how  can  it  be  con- 
tended to  the  contrary?  Who  was  in  possea- 
sion  of  the  land  when  the  law  passed  ?  It  had 
been  used » as  public  property,  and  had  every 
requisite  to  that  character ;  and  as  suc^  when 
any  one  took  possession  of  it,  the  Presidmit 
would  not  have  done  his  duty  under  the  act  of 
1807,  had  he  not  caused  them  to  be  removed. 


Monday,  June  26. 
N<ni-l7Uere<nine, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smiub,  the  House  reaomed 
the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  fi*om  the  Senate,  to 
revive  and  amend  certain  parts  of  the  act  inter- 
dicting commercial  intercourse. 

Mr.  Dana  said  the  amendment  moved  to  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Sbeffet)  went  to  give  a  construction  to  the 
bill  which  would  operate  as  a  oomplete  ezdii- 
sion  of  the  vessels  of  both  powers  until  a  satia* 
factory  a^ustment  of  all  existing  dififorenoea 
shall  have  taken  place.  What,  said  Mr.  D.,  is 
the  situation  in  which  we  are  now  placed  f  On 
what  principle  is  it  that  British  ships  were  first 
excluded  and  on  which  their  exclusion  was  oon- 
firmed  by  the  non-intercourse  law  f  They  were 
originally  excluded  by  the  proclamation  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  in  oonsequenee 
of  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake.  The  Pjree- 
ident  of  the  United  States  now  in  office  has  db- 
dared  his  acceptance  of  the  proffered  terms  of 
satisfaction  for  that  outrage..  And,  after  thsA^ 
is  it  proposed  that  we  shall  c<mtinue  the  i 
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nre  of  hostility  when  the  caose  alone  which  led 
to  it  is  oompletelj  done  away  ?  I  shonld  Rup- 
pofle  that  in  the  very  act  of  a^natment,  which 
took  place  between  the  British  IGnister  and 
tbe  American  Secretary,  it  is  implied  that  we 
dioald  do  nothing  farther  on  this  subject  The 
President  of  the  United  States  has  accepted  the 
ntis&ctioii  offered ;  he  has  declared  those 
terms,  when  performed,  to  be  satisfactory. 
And  are  gentlemen  considering  the  restoration 
of  the  seamen  taken  from  the  Ohesapeake  as  a 
reason  why  we  shonld  continue  the  interdict  f 
If  we  examine  this  subject  fkirly,  the  great 
principle  of  reparation  was  disavowed  of  the 
daim  to  search  our  armed  vessels,  and  a  hom- 
age to  our  rights.  Tliat  matter  must  be  deem- 
ed to  be  settled,  if  the  Preffldent  of  the  United 
States  had  anthority  to  settle  it.  If  the  Pres- 
ident had  not  power  to  settle  it^  this  furnishes 
strong  evidence  that  the  vote  of  approbation  of 
his  conduct  was  a  proper  proposition. 

As  to  the  interdiction  by  the  non-intercourse 
acty  I  apprehend  that  was  founded  on  the  viola- 
tion of  oar  neutral  ri^ts  by  the  belligerent 
powers,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
being  authorized  to  renew  trade  whenever  the 
edicts  violating  our  lawful  commerce  should  be 
revoked.  Whether  or  not  the  President  has 
done  ri^t  in  accepting  the  assurance  instead  of 
the  fact,  gentlemen  have  oonmdered  it  unneces- 
sary for  them  to  express  any  opinion  upon  it 
If  there  be  no  edict  affecting  our  lawfm  com- 
merce in  force  by  one  belligerent^  the  interdict 
is  at  an  end  in  point  of  &ct  in  relation  to  that  one. 
The  question  of  the  affiiir  of  the  Ohesapeake  is 
settled,  if  the  President  had  power  to  settle  it ; 
and  as  to  the  other  cause  of  interdiction,  the 
President  has  declared  that  the  British  orders 
will  have  been  revoked  on  the  10th  of  June. 
Has  the  President  acted  correctly  or  not  9  If 
he  has  acted  correctly  in  taking  the  assurance 
for  the  fact,  the  very  principle  of  the  non-inter- 
course is  at  an  end  as  respects  one  of  the  belli- 
gerenta,  and  there  can  be  no  ground  for  the  ex- 
doaon  of  British  armed  vessels. 

Mr.  Tatlob  said  he  thought  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  used  the  word  hostility  in  re- 
lation to  this  measure  of  including  British  arm- 
ed vessels  from  the  United  States.  Now,  I  be- 
lieve, sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  that  if  we  go  to  the  opin- 
ions entertained,  not  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  but  entertained  and  expressed  in 
the  very  foundation  of  the  arrangement  which 
was  maide,  it  will  be  found  that  the  very  hostil- 
ity intended  to  be  produced  by  the  President's 
proclamation  ceased  at  the  moment  when  we 
pasMd  the  non-intercourse  act  in  which  we 
excluded  the  vessels  of  both  the  belligerents. 
The  hostility  was  in  the  admission  of  the  arm- 
ed vessels  of  one,  and  excluding  those  of  the 
other.  It  ceased  by  the  non-intercourse  law. 
Old  so  eatisfiactory  was  this  law  of  the  last  ses- 
non,  that  it  was  the  very  foundation  on  which 
the  overture  was  made  which  ended  so  much 
to  the  satis&ction  of  this  nation.  So  that,  in 
&ct,  when  we  perpetuate  tiie  order  of  things 


produced  by  that  act,  we  do  not  perpetuate  the 
state  of  things  produced  by  the  interdictory 
proclamation  of  the  late  President.  It  was 
matter  of  satisfaction  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment, as  expressed  by  their  Minister  here,  that 
the  quality  of  hostility  in  the  exclusion  of  her 
vessels  was  taken  away  by  the  non-intercourse 
law.  Have  we  promised,  in  the  negotiation 
which  has  taken  place,  that  we  will  commit  an 
act  of  hostility  against  France  for  the  boon 
which  we  have  received  from  the  hand  of  Great 
Britain  f  No,  sir ;  and  yet,  if  we  take  the  defi- 
nition of  Mr.  Canning,  as  to  excluding  the  ves* 
sels  of  one  belligerent  and  receiving  those  of 
the  other,  according  to  the  mode  proposed  by 
the  amendment,  wiUiouttiie  sentence  moved  to 
be  admitted  to  it,  it  will  in  fact  be  agreeing  to 
go  to  war  with  France.  According  to  the  opin- 
ion of  Britain,  promulgated  not  only  to  this 
Grovemment  but  to  the  world  according  to  the 
demonstration  made  by  the  British  Government, 
you  will  undertake  a  measure  of  active  hostil- 
ity against  France ;  for  what?  For  any  great 
boon  that  this  Government  has  received  from 
the  hands  of  Great  Britain  f  Ko,  sir.  If  all  the 
promises  were  fulfilled  to  their  full  extent,  we 
should  then  receive  but  justice  at'  her  hands. 
It  was  acknowledged,  too,  in  ^e  dkcussion 
which  took  place,  tnat  any  nation,  particularly 
a  neutral  nation,  nas  a  right  to  exclude  the  arm- 
ed vessels  of  both  belligerents  ;  but  that,  on  the 
contrary,  the  state  now  proposed  to  be  produc- 
ed, the  exclusion  of  one  and  admission  of  the 
other,  is  an  act  of  hostility  of  the  party  exclud- 
ed. As  I  would  not  be  compelled  by  the  utmost 
ill  usage  by  either  belligerent  to  take  part  with 
the  other  against  that  one,  neither  wiU  I  take  a 
consent  or  refusal  from  one  or  the  other  to  do 
us  justice  as  a  motive  for  alliance,  or  a  war 
which  shall  compromit  our  neutrality.  I  now 
speak  of  both,  for  both  have  used  us  as  ill  as 
was  in  their  power.  As  kicks  and  cufb  have 
not  compelled  us  to  take  part  with  them,  neither 
shall  caresses  or  fawning,  for  we  will  mete  out 
an  equal  measure  of  justice  to  both.  I  conmd* 
er  the  state  of  things  produced  by  the  non-in- 
tercourse as  totally  distinct  from  that  produced 
by  the  proclamation  of  our  late  illustrious  Pres- 
ident. 

Mr.  Fdk. — ^It  was  my  intention  not  to  have 
troubled  the  House  with  any  remarks  on  the 
bUl  now  under  consideration.  I  could  readily 
have  reconciled  it  to  my  feelings  to  have  given 
a  silent  vote  in  favor  of  the  bill,  had  not  so 
many  and  various  objections  been  made  agamst 
it.  But  as  it  seems  to  be  oljectionable,  and 
susceptible  of  so  many  amendments^  in  the 
opinion  of  so  many  gentlemen,  the  House  will 
indulge  me,  while  I  offer  the  reasons  which  will 
govern  my  vote. 

This  bill  (or  which  we  were  convened,  has, 
during  the  time  we  have  been  here,  received  aa 
yet  but  a  small  portion  of  our  attention;  audit 
is  so  important  that  upon  its  passage,  and  the 
principles  it  shall  embrace,  may  dep^ad  the 
destmies  of  our  country.    It  deserves  our  im- 
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mediate  and  most  serious  attention.  I  hope  it 
may  be  coollj  and  dispassionately  examined, 
and  treated  according  to  its  real  importance. 
Its  principles  have  been  carefully  and  scmpu- 
loudy  investigated  by  the  committee  who  re- 
ported it,  or  a  bUl  similar  in  its  provisions, 
of  which  committee  I  had  the  honor  to  be  a 
member. 

The  langaage  is  plain  ;  public  ships  are  not 
interdicted.  There  is  bat  one  question  to  be 
decided  in  disposing  of  this  bill,  and  that  is  re- 
specting public  ships ;  for  I  believe  all  will 
agree  to  renew  the  non^ntercourse  act  as  re- 
Bpects  France.  The  question  is,  what  regula- 
tion shall  we  make  respecting  public  ships,  and 
one  of  three  courses  is  to  be  pursued?  ShaU 
we  exclude  both,  admit  both,  or  discximlnate  ? 

There  are  many  who  would  be  willing  to  ex< 
elude  the  armed  ships  of  every  foreign  power 
ftom  our  harbors  and  waters.  And  consider- 
ing  what  we  have  suffered  by  admitting  them, 
it  may  be  well  questioned  whether  it  would  not 
be  the  best  poticy  of  this  nation  to  interdict 
them  by  a  permanent  law.  Tet  many  gentle- 
men object  to  this,  as  being  inexpedient  at  this 
period.  It  is  said,  and  it  is  the  principal  argu- 
ment urged  against  it,  that  it  might  embarrass 
our  impending  negotiations  with  Great  Britain 
to  interdict  her  public  ships  by  this  act  As  I 
feel  as  much  disposed  for  an  amicable  a^ust- 
ment  of  oar  differences  with  that  nation  as  any 
member  of  this  House,  and  would  be  as  un- 
willing to  embarrass  the  negotiaticm,  I  would 
not  insist  on  this  interdiction. 

It  is  also  said  that  England  has  made  repa- 
ration, or  agreed  to  make  reparation,  for  the 
aggression  which  caused  the  interdiction  of  her 
public  ships,  and  that  as  the  cause  no  longer 
exists  the  interdiction  should  cease.  BeUw  ; 
and  may  we  never  have  fresh  cause  to  renew  it  1 

But,  say  gentlemen,  we  must  not  now  recede 
ftom  the  ground  we  have  taken  with  respect  to 
Firance,  we  must  discriminate.  Let  us  for  a 
moment  view  the  ground  we  have  taken — not 
only  as  relates  to  i^^moe,  but  England  also. 

We  are  not  at  war  with  either  of  the  belliger- 
ents. ,  Our  Ministers  at  their  respective  Oourts 
are  endeavoring  to  negotiate,  and  by  negotia- 
tion to  obtain  redress  for  the  ii^uries  of  which 
we  complain,  and  whatever  precautionary  meas- 
ures we  might  adopt  would  not  be  deemed  a 
violation  of  our  neutral  character,  so  long  as 
those  measures  were  equally  applicable  to  both 
the  belligerents.  We  could  not  be  deemed  to 
have  taken  part  with  either  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  other,  while  no  other  was  benefited  by  our 
measures.  While  British  public  ships  were  in- 
terdicted, and  our  embargo  existed,  an  offer  was 
made  to  both  the  belligerents  to  resume  our 
trade — the  same  equal  terms  were  tendered  to 
both.  The  nation  refhsing  is  left  without  a 
cause  of  complaint  against  us,  for  lesuming  our 
trade  with  the  nation  accepting  the  offer. 

Before  either  nation  does  accept,  America 
chanses  her  position.  The  embargo  is  aban- 
doned, and  a  general  interdicticm  of  the  public 


ships  of  England  and  France,  and  a  non-inter- 
course with  these  nations  and  their  depend- 
encies, is  substituted.    By  Uiis  non-interoonrae 
act,  the  particular  interdiction  is  merged  in  a 
general  regulation.    This  was  to  exist  until  the 
end  of  the  next  session  of  Oongress  only.    This 
was  virtually  saying,  that  the  proclamation  in- 
terdicting British  public  vessels  from  our  wa- 
ters for  a  particular  aggression  shall  be  revoked ; 
and  a  general  municipal  regulation,  over  which 
the  President  shall  have  no  control,  shall  be 
substituted  in  its  stead.    It  was  then,  in  order 
to  preserve  our  nentral  character,  necessary 
that  this  rule  should  embrace  both  the  belliger- 
ents.   It  may  be  said,  and  has  indeed  been  fre- 
quently said,  that  the  reason  of  extending  this 
restriction  to  France,  was  her  having  burnt  ovnr 
vessels  and  imprisoned  our  seamen.    Bat  never, 
at  least  in  the  history  of  diplomacy,  have  canae 
and  effect  been  more  distant  and  anconnected. 
France,  on  the  high  seas^  bams  oar  veeif^ls,  and 
in  her  own  territories  imprisons  our  seamen. 
We,  at  the  distance  of  three  thousand  milea,  in- 
terdict our  p<H*t8  and  waters  to  her  pablio  ships, 
which  do  not  or  dare  not  eome  within  five 
hundred  leagues  of  the  line  of  our  interdicted 
territory,  and  this  is  to  retaliate  for  the  aggres- 
sion.   Can  this  interdiction  be  defended  on  this 
ground  ?    It  cannot.    There  must  have  existed 
some  other  reason.     It  wa/s  to  preserve  oar  re-  . 
lations  with  the  belligemts  in  that  state  that 
should  be  consistent  with  our  profeflsioos  of 
neutrality. 

Had  die  interdiction  been  confined  to  British 
vessels  by  this  law,  what  would  Great  Britain 
have  said  to  this  discrimination?  In  vain  m^^ 
we  have  told  her  that  we  meant  to  preserve  oar 
neutral  character,  and  not  to  take  a  part  with 
her  enemies  in  tne  war  against  her.  Oor  acte 
would  have  been  directly  opposed  to  our  pro- 
fessions. With  this  discriminating,  permanent^ 
municipal  law,  could  we  expect  Great  Britain 
to  treat  with  us  as  a  neutral  f  If  we  did,  we 
should  be  disappointed.  If^  then,  it  be  inex- 
pedient to  make  this  disorimiaadon  agunat 
Great  Britain,  how  is  it  less  so,  when  diretied 
against  France  ?  We  are  to  admit  British  and 
exclude  the  French.  And,  are  we  to  endeavor 
to  negotiate,  as  neutrals,  with  France,  upon  this 
ground,  with  any  reasonable  prospect  of  sno- 
cess  ?  It  is  dedrable  that  the  commercial  inter- 
course between  this  country  and  France  dionld 
be  restored.  Peace  and  free  trade  is  the  inter- 
est and  the  object  of  America.  While  we  throw 
wide  open  the  door  of  negotiation  to  Epgland, 
why  should  we  shut  it  agamst  France  ?  While 
we  facilitate  negotiations  with  the  British,  why 
should  we  embarrass  and  prevent  the  same  with 
the  French  ?  I  wish  to  leave  the  Executive  and 
treaty-making  powers  of  our  Government  free 
and  unshackleo,  to  enter  on  negotiation  with 
both  these  GK)vemment8,  under  every  advan- 
tage of  success  which  we  can  give.  On  what 
?'ound  can  this  discrimination  be  defcoided? 
ou  adopt  this  measure*  Our  Minister  at  Paris 
is  requested  to  explain  it    Is  there  any  advo- 
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eate  for  this  discriminatiim  in  this  Hoaee,  who 
oan  conceive  the  grounds  upon  which  our  Min- 
ister or  our  Goveniment  are  to  justify  this 
measure  with  onr  relations  of  neutrality  ?  It 
eannot  be  defended.  I  am  not  for  yielding  to 
either  nation,  bat,  let  our  conduct  be  consistent, 
impartial,  and  defensible.  If  then,  we  are  to 
be  inTolved  in  a  war  with  either,  the  resources 
of  the  cx)nntry  and  the  hearts  of  our  citizens 
will  support  the  Government,  and  we  need  not 
be  afraid  of  the  world.  But  those  men,  or  that 
Administration  that  will,  upon  a  mere  useless, 
ponctilioQs  point  of  etiquette,  commit  the  peace 
and  happiness  of  this  country  to  the  rava^  of 
war,  wOl  meet  the  indignation,  and  fed  the 
vengeance  of  the  intelligent  citizens  of  the  coun- 
try. This  temerity  would  meet  its  m^ted 
punishment.  The  people  of  America  can  see, 
and  will  judge  for  themselves ;  tiiey  can  readily 
discern  the  difference  between  shadow  and  sub- 
stance; they  are  neither  to  be  deceived  or 
trifled  with,  especially  on  subjects  of  such  im- 
mense moment  to  their  liberties  and  happiness. 
Mr.  BuBwxLL  said  he  deemed  it  in  some  do- 
me his  du^  to  make  some  remarks  on  the  bill 
befioro  the  House.  He  intended  to  vote  against 
both  the  amendments  proposed  to  the  bill.  I 
think  (said  Mr.  B.)  that  if  my  colleague  who 
moved  the  first  amendment,  (Mr.  Shefpbt,)  had 
taken  that  view  of  this  subject  which  might 
have  been  presented  to  his  mind,  he  would  not 
have  ibnnd  such  error  in  the  course  proposed  to 
be  pursaed.  He  seems  to  have  taken  another 
ground,  when  by  the  clearest  demonstration  it 
mii^t  have  been  shown  that  the  system  pro- 
posed is  one  of  impartiality  to  the  belligerent 
powers  of  Europe.  It  will  be  recollected  by 
gentlemen  of  this  House,  that  at  the  time  the 
exdonon  of  French  armed  ships  took  place,  it 
was  upon  the  express  ground  that  the  Brityi 
Government  objected  to  come  to  an  accommo- 
datlon  with  us,  because  we  excluded  her  vessels 
and  nominally  admitted  those  of  her  enemy. 
On  that  ground  I  venture  to  say  that  the  exclu- 
sion took  place ;  because,  at  the  tune  that  it  took 
jdaoe,  it  was  considered  a  measure  absolutely 
iavoring  Great  Britain,  yet  not  injuring  France 
by  a  nomiDal  prohibition  of  the  entrance  of  her 
vessels.  It  was  stated  that  there  was  not  per- 
haps in  the  comm  of  a  year  a  single  French 
pubfio  armed  vessel  in  the  harbors  or  the  Unit- 
ed States.  Have  we  any  French  frigates  now 
incur  seas?  Kone.  Is  there  any  probability 
that  there  will  be  any?  No,  sir;  for  France 
having  now  lost  her  west  India  Islands,  if  her 
veaseLs  are  freely  admitted,  it  is  probable  that 
there  would  not,  in  the  course  of  five  years,  be 
a  single  French  vessel  within  our  waters.  As 
the  exdmiion  would  be  perfectly  nominal,  I 
would  not  adopt  any  thing  to  prevent  a  settle- 
ment  of  our  differences  with  France.  I  am  not 
now  sanguine  in  my  bdieftbatwe  shall  settle 
cor  ^flferences  with  her ;  fi>r  every  one  acquaint- 
ed with  that  Government  knows,  I  fear,  that  it 
is  not  to  be  diverted  from  its  object  by  any  ar- 
nugement  we  may  make.     But  I  would  do 


away  eveiy  possible  justification  that  could  be 
urged  by  France  for  not  meeting  our  overtures 
for  peace.  This  conduct  would  produce  at 
home  more  union  among  our  citizens ;  and,  when 
our  rights  are  attacked  without  a  pretence  for 
their  infraction,  there  can  be  but  one  sentiment 
in  the  nation.  I  have  always  determined  to  ad- 
mit British  vessels  as  £eu*  as  my  vote  would  go ; 
and  should  the  House  determine  to  exclude 
French  vessels  I  should  still  vote  for  the  admis- 
sion of  English  vessels,  because  their  former  ex- 
clusion has  been  so  artfully  managed  by  the 
British  Government,  and  the  doctrine  has  been 
so  admitted  by  the  presses  in  this  country,  as 
to  give  rise  to  the  most  ui^justifiable  conduct 
ever  pursued  by  one  nation  towards  another. 
As  to  the  idea  advanced  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Tatlob,)  that,  if  we  do 
admit  them  to  take  possession  of  our  waters, 
they  will  take  advantage  of  the  privilege  to  our 
injury  in  negotiation,  it  has  no  force  with  me, 
for  this  plain  reason;  that,  although  the  exclu- 
sion of  them  from  our  waters  was  not  carried 
into  execution  by  physical  force,  yet  they  did 
not  enter  our  waters,  which  they  might  have 
done,  in  defiance  of  the  proclamation.  And 
why  did  they  not?  Because,  I  presume,  they 
had  no  desire  to  rouse  the  indignation  of  this 
nation  by  an  open  violation  of  Uie  laws  of  the 
land. 

I^  sir,  you  wish  to  gain  the  advantage  of 
union  at  home,  take  away  every  pretext  for  the 
violation  of  your  rights.  Let  me  ask  if  it  be 
not  better  to  admit  them?  By  so  doing  yon 
give  up  a  principle  which  does  not  benefit  you, 
and  receive  an  accession  of  physi(»l  strength  by 
union  at  home.  I  do  not  say  that  every  one 
will  be  satisfied,  because  I  have  no  doubt  Eng- 
land has  agents  in  the  oountry,  but  so  few  in 
number  as  to  be  unworthy  of  notice.  If  Great 
Britain,  on  the  other  hand,  attacks  us  when  we 
have  taken  away  every  possible  ground  of  colli- 
sion and  violates  her  promise,  the  people  in  every 
part  of  the  country  will  be  satisfied  that  her 
deliberate  object  is  to  destroy  our  commerce. 
We  should  have  no  more  of  those  party  divi- 
sions which  have  distracted  us  for  some  months 
past. 

It  cannot  be  said  that  we  are  bound  by  any 
part  of  the  negotiation  to  admit  English  vessels. 
I  have  seen  nothing  of  the  kind,  if  it  exist ;  and 
I  call  upon  gentlemen  to  point  it  out.  Why  do 
it,  then?  It  may  be  considered  a  concession; 
and  certainly  manifests  that  disposition  which 
we  feel  to  settle  all  the  points  of  difference  in 
agitation  betwixt  us.  And  here  I  beg  leave  to 
say  that,  according  to  the  most  explicit  declara- 
tions of  the  British  Minister,  you  would  not 
give  the  smallest  umbrage  by  pursumg  that 
course.  On  this  subject  m.  B.  quoted  a  speech 
of  Mr.  Stevens  in  the  British  Parliament.  If 
we  were  to'be  governed  by  reference  to  expres- 
sions which  existed  in  that  country  of  our  par- 
tiality to  France,  it  did  appear  to  him  that  this 
speech  was  entitled  to  weight,  because  it  justi* 
fied  the  course  proposed  by  the  bill,  and  stated 
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a  position  whioh  the  Britiah  Goyernment  ad- 
mitted was  all  that  oonld  be  required  from  a 
neutral  State.  From  this  speech  it  appeared 
that  placing  the  two  belligerents  on  an  eqaal 
footing  was  all  that  was  required.  Did  not  this 
bill  completely  come  up  to  their  wishes  t  Did 
it  not  interdict  all  trade  with  France  under  the 
most  severe  and  heavy  penalties?  Mr.  B.  said 
he  did  not  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  he 
would  shape  his  conduct  by  the  wishes  of  the 
British  Ministry;  but,  as  it  had  been  said  that 
the  bill  was  somewhat  hostile  to  that  country, 
he  had  quoted  the  speech  of  a  ministerial  mem- 
ber to  show  that  no  such  inference  could  be 
drawn.  The  same  person,  in  his  speech,  also 
states,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  the  reason  why  our 
offer  in  August  last  was  not  accepted,  was,  that, 
if  it  had  been  accepted,  such  was  the  situation 
of  the  law,  that  a  commerce  might  always  be 
carried  on  with  the  enemy ;  that,  through  the 
ports  in  Europe,  her  enemy  might  be  as  effi- 
ciently supplied  as  if  the  embargo  did  not  ^zist 
in  relation  to  him.  But,  sir,  what  is  now  the 
state  of  things  ?  If  it  is  possible  to  operate  on 
France  bv  conunerclal  restrictions,  let  me  ask 
if  this  bill  will  not  aooomplish  that  object  ?  Let 
me  ask  if  an  American  vessel  under  it  can  go 
to  any  port  of  France?  It  not  only  cuts  off 
direct  intercourse,  but  prohibits  the  importa- 
tion of  the  products  of  fVance ;  and  any  attempt 
to  carry  on  a  circuitons  commerce  must  be  in- 
effectual, inasmuch  as  the  produce  will  belia- 
able  to  seizure  when  it  comes  into  the  ports  of 
the  United  States. 

I^  according  to  the  ideas  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment itself  this  state  of  things  be  a  sufficient 
resistance  to  France,  let  me  au:  of  gentlemen 
how  they  can  infer  a  partiality  to  France?  What 
more  can  you  do?  If  you  exclude  the  armed 
vessels  of  France,  thoiu^h  it  may  display  a  dis- 
position to  injure  her,  fdefy  any  gentlenum  to 
show  that  it  can,  in  the  smallest  degree,  coerce 
or  affect  her.  Let  me  call  the  attention  of  gen- 
tiemen  to  the  present  dtnation  of  Europe.  If 
accounts  lately  received  are  to  be  credited,  we 
may  calculate  on  the  universal  control  of  the 
French  Emperor  over  the  ports  of  Europe.  Is 
it  to  oar  advantage  to  be  excluded  from  the 
trade  of  the  continent?  Is  it  not  known  that 
all  the  &urplus  product  of  the  agriculture  of  this 
country  finds  its  vent  on  the  Continent  of  Eu- 
rope ?  Is  it  not  known  that,  of  the  whole  of 
our  tobacco,  seven  out  of  eight  parts  are  con- 
sumed on  the  continent?  That  of  our  cotton, 
at  least  one-half  finds  its  market  there  ?  Does 
not  flour  find  a  great  proportion  of  its  consump- 
tion on  the  continent  ?  This  cannot  be  denied. 
Then,  let  me  ask  of  gentlemen,  whether  it  be  so 
much  to  our  advantage  to  exdude  this  trade ; 
and,  if  not,  why  we  should  take  a  step  which 
can  do  France  no  ii\jury,  but  which  may,  and 
probably  would,  be  made  a  pretext  for  cutting 
off  80  valuable  a  part  of  our  trade?  With  re- 
spect to  partiality  to  France,  let  me  caU  upon 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  or  any  other,  to 
flibow  iff  from  the  conduct  of  the  United  States, 


and  such  thing  can  be  inferred.  Look  at  our 
relative  situation.  Have  we  opened  our  ports 
to  her  traders  ?  Have  we  renewed  oommereiai 
intercourse  with  her?  Let  me  ask,  which  hove 
we  placed  in  the  best  situation,  France  or  "Kd^" 
land?  Every  gentleman  must  answer — ^En^^and. 
Whilst  she  gets  aU  our  commerce,  her  enemy  Is 
wholly  excluded  from  any  participation  in  it 

Another  argument  has  been  used  against  dia- 
crimination,  viz :  that  France,  has  no  public 
armed  ships.  If  this  is  the  case,  gentlemea 
need  not  be  alarmed  ;  for,  if  they  cannot  oome 
here,  we  need  not  be  afraid  of  their  resentment^ 
because  we  will  not  admit  them.  But  we 
know  that  her  cruisers  can  steal  out  of  tfaoir 
portfl^  go  into  foreign  seas,  and  destroy  our  trade 
m  spite  of  the  ships  of  Great  Britun.  If  aa 
American  vessel  has  British  property  on  board, 
or  has  been  spoken  by  a  British  cnnser,  a 
Frendi  public  armed  vessel  is  bound  to  make 
prize  of  her. .  This  being  the  case,  let  us  for  a 
moment  consider  the  subfeet  as  respects  onr- 
selves.  Oar  feelings  ought  to  be  for  ourselves 
and  our  country.  Here  is  a  nation  having  pub- 
lic ships,  having  a  iiffht  to  come  into  your  porta. 
Does  it  comport  witn  our  honor  and  digmty  to 
admit  into  our  ports  and  harbors  the  vefy 
vessels  destroying  our  commerce?  Not  to  go 
into  an  inquiry  what  has  been  the  ftet  hereto- 
fore, but  what  may  be  now — ^if  you  pass  a  law 
that  a  French  frigate  may  come  into  your  waten 
and  partake  of  your  hospitalities,  where  ia  tiw 
obligation  that  it  may  not  take  advantage  of 
the  opportunity  to  make  its  prey  more  sme  by 
watcmng  it  in  port  and  then  going  out  and  en- 
trapping it  ?  If^  from  the  intoxication  of  tiie 
man  who  rules  the  destinies  of  the  nations  of 
Europe,  he  does  not  feel  disposed  to  treat  witli 
us  on  terms  of  recifMrocity,  that  drcumstanoe 
should  have  no  effect  on  our  measures.  But 
the  question  on  that  point  is  no  doubt  already 
settied;  time  «afficient  has  been  allowed  lor 
the  vessel  to  go  and  receive  an  answer  to  1h» 
instruction  sent  to  our  Minister.  I  certainly 
would  so  far  respect  myself  as  to  frilfil  what  I 
concdve  to  be  good  faith  toward  both,  withoat 
respect  to  the  wish  or  dictatioi^  of  «ther. 

As  to  the  amount  of  produce  sent  to  the 
continent,  it  cannot  be  gi^at.  Some  few  may 
have  adventured  there  on  desperate  voyagee; 
but  that  there  is  much  property  in  jeopar^,  I 
oannot  believe,  for  France  is  known  to  be^  in 
respect  to  mercantile  property,  the  lion'k  den, 
easy  of  access,  but  impossible  to  retam»  Thosai 
therefore,  who  have  ri^ed  their  property  must 
have  been  extremely  rash. 

If  the  French  Government  would  do  us  Jusdoei 
I  should  be  glad  lU  not,  we  must  abide  by  the 
consequences.  We  must  not  do  improper 
things  because  they  will  not  do  us  justice.  It 
is  proper  that  we  should  assert  what  we  coa- 
ceive  to  be  our  rights.  I  believe,  however, 
that  the  question  of  peace  with  France  will  not 
turn  on  tills  bill  I  believe  the  point  to  be  al- 
ready settied.  If  it  be  not,  and  the  exdoaiaa 
of  French  armed  veeeels  would  be  an  impedi- 
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ment  to  it,  the  same  objection  would  be  Talid 
against  the  whde  bill. 

Mr.  HoLLAim  asked  the  indulgence  of  the 
House  whilst  he  stated  a  few  reasons  why  he 
should  vote  lor  the  amendment  under  considera- 
tion. It  had  been  asked  whether  it  was  con- 
sistent with  the  honor  of  this  nation  to  admit 
Frenoh  ships  within  onr  waters.  Mr.  H.  said 
he  would  answer,  that,  as  things  now  stood,  he 
did  not  consider  it  consistent  with  our  honor 
and  dignity  so  to  do ;  and  the  reason  why  was, 
that  that  Govenmient  had  done  sundry  injurious 
acts  towards  this  nation  for  which  it  had  not 
made  reparation,  nor  even  intimated  an  inten- 
tion of  doing  so.  He  therefore  answered  that 
it  was  inconsistent  to  admit  the  vessels  of  France 
within  onr  waters.  It  was  in  consequence  of 
iqjnries  which  they  had  done,  according  to  my 
eonoeption,  that  I  voted  for  their  exdusion.  I 
was  not  inf  uenced  to  vote  for  the  prohibition 
of  the  ships  of  France  from  coming  into  our 
waters  by  any  desire  to  produce  an  equality  in 
our  rdations  with  the  belligerents.  It  was  no 
imnresBion  of  that  kind  that  influenced  my  vote ; 
and  yet  I  voted  that  French  ships  of  war  should 
not  oome  into  our  waters.  It  was  not  the 
(^HnioDs  of  editors  of  newspapers,  or  the  clamors 
of  individuals,  that  influenced  my  vote,  and  I 
hope  they  never  will.  I  think  that  every  gen- 
tleman, on  taking  his  seat  in  this  House,  should 
eoosider  himsdf  beycmd  suspicion.  The  only 
questioa  for  consideration  of  the  members  of  this 
HoBse^  when  a  measure  is  presented  to  them,  is 
the  expediency  of  it;  and  on  that  ground  alone 
I  voted  for  the  exclusion  of  French  ships  or  of 
British  ships.  I  was  chiefly  influenced  to  vote 
fixr  the  ex<duston  of  British  armed  ships  by  the 
variety  of  acts  committed  in  our  waters,  and 
the  great  disposition  which  she  had  shown  to 
commit  the  most  wanton  acts  of  treachery.  I 
can  B^j  for  myself  that  my  conduct  was  only 
partiauy  infloenced  by  the  acts  of  British  ofS- 
eers  within  our  waters;  I  had  in  view  a  variety 
of  other  acts  committed  against  the  rights  of 
the  i»eqple  of  this  count^.  Supposing  the 
affidr  of  the  Chesapeake  to  have  been  author- 
ised, I  never  wish  to  see  the  British  ships  of 
war  within  onr  waters,  till  they  recede  from  the 
ri^  of  impressment.  I  wish  the  British 
Government  to  know  that  it  was  the  deter- 
mination of  the  mijor  part  of  the  dtixens  of 
the  United  States  to  resist  her  till  she  surren- 
dered that  right.  I  think  it  was  a  sacrifice  of 
the  dignity  of  the  United  States  to  receive 
British  yessels  so  long  as  they  committed  those 
It  was  therefore  that  I  voted  to  exclude 


&  is  said,  by  the  gwitleman  last  up,  that  we 
are  at  peace  with  Great  Britain.  Doesitfol- 
kfw,  from  that,  that  th^  are  entitled  to  all  the 
rigiitB  of  hospitali^  that  one  nation  could  possi- 
l^  show  to  another?  Certainly  not.  We  ought 
yet  to  holdnp  some  indication  that  we  are  not 
perfectly  reconciled  to  them.  When  they  aban- 
don the  outrageous  principles  which  govern  that 
with  respect  to  neutrals;  when  tiiey 


abandon  the  practice  of  impressment;  when 
they  make  restitution  for  spoliations  of  our 
trade ;  we  will  hold  the  hand  of  fellowship  to 
them.  It  is  not  enough  for  me  to  hear  the 
British  Minister  say  that  an  Envoy  Extraordi- 
nary is  to  oome  out  and  settle  all  differences.  I 
have  heard  something  like  this  long  ago.  I 
heard  that  a  Minister  was  to  be  sent  out  to  make 
reparation  for  the  affair  of  the  Chesapeake. 
We  have  experience  on  this  subject.  Have  we 
forgot  that  everv  thing  which  aoc(Hnpanled  that 
mission  was  evidence  that  the  British  GK)V6rn* 
ment  was  not  sincere,  and  that  it  did  not  hitend' 
to  accommodate)  When  I  see  an  abandon- 
ment by  Great  Britain  of  ^e  principles  destruc- 
tive to  neutrality,  I  can  consent  to  admit  that 
nation  to  the  rights  of  hospitality. 

Mr.  JoHNsoK  observed,  that,  to  say  any  thmg 
on  this  snbject,  after  the  time  which  had  been 
aldready  consumed,  and  the  speeches  which 
had  been  made,  was  contrary  to  a  rule  which 
he  had  laid  down  for  his  own  conduct.  But 
his  excuse  would  be  found  in  the  introduction 
into  the  House  of  a  proposition,  which,  it  was 
said,  proposed  to  place  us  on  a  neutral  ground. 
Nothing,  said  Mr.  J.,  is  dearer  to  me  than  neu- 
trality as  to  our  foreign  relations ;  but,  the  bill 
submitted  to  the  House  by  the  committee  of 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  constitute  one,  and 
which  is  the  same  with  that  now  before 
us,  so  far  from  being  in  hostility  to  Great 
Britam,  and  partiality  to  France,  I  contend,  is 
a  concession  to  Great  Britain,  at  the  same  time 
that  I  admit  that  it  is  not  hostility  to  fVance. 
The  admission  of  the  belligerent  vessels  into 
our  waters,  so  fur  from  being  hostility  to  Great 
Britain,  is  concessiou.  I  bottom  the  remark 
upon  the  fact,  that^  at  this  moment,  as  many 
and  as  heavy  causes  of  complaint  exist  unset- 
tled between  this  Government  and  Great 
Britain,  as  between  this  Government  and  that 
of  France.  If  then,  the  same  causes  exist  to 
exclude  from  our  waters  Ihe  vesseds  of  both,  I 
ask  whether  the  admission  of  both  will  not 
be  an  actual  benefit  and  concession  to  Great 
Britain,  and  a  nominal  benefit  to  France  9  And, 
still,  it  is  to  go  forth  to  the  nation  that  we  are 
about  to  commit  an  act  which  will  sink  the 
nation,  from  the  elevated  situation  in  which  it 
is  now  placed  by  our  former  measures  I  I  hope 
that  we  shall  continue  to  convince  the  world 
that  the  United  States  of  America  are  incapar 
ble  of  other  than  neutral  conduct  Is  it  a  f»Bt, 
that  greater  ii\juries  exist  fh)m  France  than 
ftom  Great  Britain  ?  What  injuries  have  been 
received  from  France  9  Have  they  been  com- 
mitted within  our  waters?  Has  our  hospitality 
been  violated  and  our  officers  insulted  in  our 
very  ports  by  the  vessels  of  France?  or  is  her 
hostility  merely  commercial?  It  is  of  the  lat- 
ter description.  Is  it  not  admitted  that  we  may 
lawfully  exclude  or  admit  the  vessels  of  both 
belligerents?  K  you  admit  the  vessels  of  one 
nation  with  whom  you  have  cause  of  difierenoe, 
and  exdude  those  of  another  nation  with  whom 
you  have  only  the  same  cause  of  difference,  I 
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ask  whether  you  do  not  commit  the  dignity  of 
the  nation,  and  Jeopardize  its  peaoe  t 

I  will  put  this  question  to  gentlemen  :  what 
has  Britain  done  which  would  require  a  dis- 
crimination as  to  her  pnhlic  vessels  ?  She  has 
rescinded  her  Orders  in  OounciL  And  what 
have  we  done  in  return?  Have  we  done 
nothing?  Has  Great  Britain  held  out  the  hand 
of  friendship,  and  have  we  reflised  to  meet 
her  ?  Has  she  withdrawn  her  Orders  in  GouncH, 
and  have  we  insisted  on  a  continuance  of  our 
conmiercial  restrictions  ?  I  have  understood  that 
she  has  done  nothing  but  rescinded  her  Orders 
in  Council,  and  we  have  renewed  intercourse 
with  her  therefore.  I  am  more  astonished  at 
the  proposal  to  discriminate,  when  we  see  that, 
at  this  moment,  orders  are  in  existence  blockad- 
ing countries  to  which  your  merchants  have, 
long  ago,  taken  out  clearances,  in  violation  of 
stipulations  which  Britain  had  proposed  to  us. 
When  she  has  violated  our  rights,  I  am  more 
astonished  that  gentlemen  should  wish  ^go 
beyond  this  letter  of  the  law.  And.  let  the 
consequence  be  what  it  may,  it  would  result 
to  the  benefit  of  this  nation  that  we  should  not 
be  influenced  by  idle  fears  of  imaginary  dan- 
gers. My  better  ludgment  tells  me  we  should 
exclude  the  armea  vessels  of  both  nations ;  but 
the  general  sentiment  appears  to  be  against  it. 
It  is  asked  of  us,  why  admit  the  vessels  of 
France,  whilst  injuries  which  she  has  done  us 
are  unatoned  for  ?  And.  I  ask,  sir,  why,  then, 
admit  the  vessels  of  England  standing  in  the 
same  relation  to  us?  I  only  make  these  re- 
marks as  going  to  show  that  we  ought  to  be 
strictly  neutral.  If,  or,  you  wish  to  take  part 
in  the  broils  of  Europe,  embody  your  men,  and 
send  them  over  to  the  disposal  of  England  at 
once,  and  let  her  send  them  to  Spain  or  Austria. 
But,  if  you  would  remain  neutral,  either  admit 
or  exclude  the  armed  vessels,  as  yon  would 
armies,  of  both  belligerents. 

I  had  thought,  sir,  not  only  from  the  acts  of 
our  Qovenmient,  but  from  conversing  vrith 
gentlemen,  that  we  hailed  the  present  as  an 
auspicious  moment,  as  a  political  Jubilee;  I  had 
thought  that  we  had  been  on  the  verge  of  war 
with  the  two  most  powerful  nations  of  the 
earth,  but  that  our  situation  was  changed,  and 
that,  at  the  same  moment  we  now  offer  the 
only  asylum  to  the  victims  of  European  wars. 
And  are  you  now  about  again  to  Jeopardize  the 
peace  of  this  nation,  without  any  cause  what- 
ever? 

The  exclusion  of  French  and  British  armed 
vessels  at  the  last  session,  may  be  taken  on  this 
ground.  It  was  a  defensive  war,  not  only  for 
the  injuries  we  had  received,  but  in  expectation 
of  actual  hostility.  Has  it  occurred?  No,  nr. 
Would  you  have  excluded  British  vessels  since 
1798,  for  taking  the  vessels  engaged  in  your 
lawfbl  trade,  and  for  impressing  your  seamen? 
You  did  not  do  it;  ana  it  was  not  for  tiiat 
alone  that  you  did  it  at  the  last  session^  but  for 
other  causes,  which  have  nearly  or  quite  disap- 
peared. 


I  have  done,  sin  I  shall  not  vote  for  any 
proposition  which  makes  a  difference  between 
France  and  Great  Britain;  not  that  I  am alrwd 
of  the  conscripts  of  Napoleon,  or  the  navy  of 
George  UI.  But  I  cannot  consent  to  adopt  a 
course  which  will  again  obscure  with  clouds 
our  political  horizon. 

Mr.  SiOLiE  said,  that  if  he  now  took  np  fiye 
minutes  of  the  time  of  the  House,  he  could  not 
excuse  it  to  himself;  and  he  should  not  have 
risen,  but  to  explain  the  reasons  for  the  ooone 
which  he  should  take.  As  to  the  amendment, 
to  that  he  could  never  agree.  The  question 
which  the  Legislature  often  had  to  decide,  was 
not  what  was  best,  but  what  is  practioablei 
Now,  he  thought  it  a  happy  circumstance  that 
parties  in  the  other  House  had  united  on  this 
subject.  However  we  may  differ  as  to  local  af- 
fairs, said  he,  I  think  it  good  policy,  if  it  can  be 
done  without  a  sacrifice  of  principle,  to  meet 
In  concert  on  measures  of  external  relations. 
What  may  be  the  effect,  if  you  introduce  either 
of  these  two  principles  into  this  bill  ?  Vft  hiow 
that,  if  this  bill  does  not  go  to  the  Senate  till 
to-morrow,  if  amended,  a  single  member  of  the 
Senate  can,  according  to  their  rules,  prevent  tke 
bill  from  passing  altogether.  My  opinion  is, 
that  it  is  our  duty  to  pass  the  bill  in  its  present 
form.  If  any  material  alteration  be  made  in 
the  bill,  I  believe  it  wiU  not  pass.  If  it  does 
not,  all  that  has  taken  place  between  this  ooon- 
try  and  Great  Britain  is  at  an  end.  And  I  hope 
that  this  reason  will  induce  gentlemen  to  pe> 
mit  the  question  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Jaoksov  said  he  had  intended,  be- 
fore llie  day  had  so  far  progressed,  to  have  ex- 
plained to  the  House  the  motives  by  which  he 
was  actuated  in  reUttion  to  the  bill.  He  said 
he  would  still  take  the  liberty  of  stating  to  the 
few  members  present,  (the  House  being  very 
thin,)  why  he  offered  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment.  It  will  be  reoollected,  said  }ir,J^ 
that  the  other  day  I  stated  that  a  constrnction 
had  been  given  to  the  law  contemplated  to  be 
re-enacted  by  the  bill  on  the  table,  winch,  not- 
withstanding the  renewal  of  interoonree.  ex- 
cluded armed  vessels  from  our  waters;  and,  for 
the  purpose  of  doing  away  oompletdy  that  con- 
struction, I  moved  an  amendment  which,  gea- 
tlemen  conceiving  it  unnecessary,  I  witfadrev. 
K  gentlemen  are  correct  in  the  opinion  whidi 
they  advanced,  and  which  induced  me  to  with- 
draw that  motion,  they  cannot,  oonaistently, 
vote  for  the  amendment  of  my  ooUeagoe  pro* 
viding  an  exception  to  a  provinon  which  the 
bill  does  not  oontjiin.  Where  is  the  necessity 
of  a  proviso  if  the  law  does  not  bear  such  a 
construction  ?  Is  the  Exeontive  to  infer  from 
the  proviso  that  something  exists  in  the  lav 
which  the  friends  of  the  proviso  dedare  does  not 
exist?  The  amendment  proposed  by  ^J^ 
league  provides  for  the  admission  of  the  armed 
vessels  of  those  nations  with  whom  commercial 
intercourse  $haU  have  been  (not  hen  been)  per- 
mitted. Are  you,  by  this  phraseology,  abont 
to  devolve  upon  the  Presiaent  a  dlaoretionaiy 
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power,  holding  the  scale  of  national  honor  in 
one  hand,  and  the  ininry  and  atonement  in  the 
other,  to  decide  which  nation  shall  be  thus  fa- 
Tored,  when  it  is  conceded  on  all  hands  that 
the  admission  of  the  armed  vessels  of  one  na- 
tion and  the  ezdosion  of  those  of  the  other,  is 
aa  act  ipso  facto  of  hoetility? 

Grentlemen  have  obserred  that  there  ought  to 
be  an  exclusion  of  French  and  admission  of 
En^ish  armed  ships,  and  that  any  other  course 
would  be  an  acquiescence  in  the  views  of  "ms- 
ter  France^"  and  hoadlity  to  England.  This 
languagCL  sir,  does  not  help  the  cause  which 
the  gentleman  advocates.  What  must  be  the 
effect  of  such  inednuations?  They  must  excite 
feeliogs  which,  I  am  happy  to  say,  have  not 
been  displayed  on  this  floor  during  the  session. 
Might  it  not  be  retorted,  as  a  natural  oonse- 

2uenoe,  that  gentlemen  who  wish  to  admit 
Iritish  and  exclude  French  ships,  and  thus 
serve  the  interest  of  England,  are  desirous  of 
subserving  the  views  of  mother  Britain  f  The 
attachment  to  HaUr  France  on  the  one  hand,  is 
about  as  great  as  the  attachment  to  mother 
Britaiu  on  the  other.  I  believe  it  has  been  em- 
phatically declared  to  the  nation  that  we  would 
not  go  to  war  for  existing  differences.  If,  how- 
ever, gentlemen,  since  the  last  session,  have  so 
materially  altered  their  ideas  of  the  policy 
proper  in  relation  to  one  belligerent,  let  us  go 
to  war  openly ;  I  am  not  for  using  the  stiletto, 
or  for  stabbing  in  the  dark. 

The  interdict  of  British  armed  vessels  from 
entering  our  ports  was  not  on  accoimt  of  the 
affiur  of  the  Chesapeake  only.  It  is  unnecessary 
now  to  repeat  the  cause  which  led  to  it.  If 
gentlemen  will  turn  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Madi- 
son to  Mr.  Rose,  they  will  find  tbe  causes  de- 
tailed. Since  that  time  other  injuries  have  been 
committed;  and  it  has  been  justly  observed 
that  the  burning  the  Irapetueux  was  an  insult 
to  the  sovereignty  of  this  nation  scarcely  less 
than  the  affair  of  the  Chesapeake.  If  we  per- 
mit hostility  from  one  belbgerent  to  another 
within  our  territory,  we  become  party  to  the 
war,  aa  we  do,  by  admitting  the  enemy  even  to 
pass  through  our  territory  to  attack  another  na- 
tion. It  is  in  vun  to  say  that  a  nation  pre- 
serves a  neutral  attitude,  wheu  it  permits  one 
of  the  belligerents  repeatedly  to  violate  its  sov- 
ereign^. If  there  be  as  much  injury  nnatoned 
on  the  part  of  Britain  as  on  the  part  of  France, 
then  a  discrimination  will  be  a  departure  from 
the  ground  which  we  took  last  session,  that 
bedi  should  be  excluded.  And  the  Flresident 
had  no  power  over  that  part  of  the  law.  Inas- 
much as  we  know  that  Great  Britain  has  the 
eonunand  of  the  ocean,  and  that  a  iYench  ship 
of  war  cannot,  without  a  miracle,  escape  across 
the  Ath&ntic,  we,  in  fact  by  the  operation  of 
tiie  bin  as  it  came  from  the  Senate,  admit  Eng^ 
liah  and  exclude  French  ships. 

¥e  throw  open  our  ports  and  admit  the  thou- 
sud  ships  of  Britain,  without  opening  our  eyes 
to  tbe  consequences  which  have  heretofore  re- 
salted  from  so  doing.    And  shall  we  now  re- 


fuse admission  to  the  vessels  of  France?  It  is 
indeed  difficult  to  say  what  led  to  their  exclu- 
sion; for  it  has  been  with  truth  observed  that 
the  non-intercourse  bill  had  not  an  advocate  in 
the  House.  It  was  something  like  throwing  all 
our  discordant  opinions  into  one  crucible,  and 
after  fusion,  extracting  what  was  expected  to  be 
gold,  but  which  all  called  dross.  '  When  gentle- 
men speak  of  their  zeal  to  maintaui  the  ground 
taken  last  winter,  I  beg  of  them  to  recollect 
their  own  speeches,  from  which  it  will  be  found 
that  the  bill  was  so  obnoxious  to  them  that 
they  would  not  even  extend  its  operation  to  the 
next  winter,  and  that  it  was  with  difBculty  that 
it  was  extended  to  the  end  of  the  present  ses* 
sion. 

Gentlemen  ask,  has  there  not  been  a  satisfac- 
toiy  adjustment  of  our  differences  with  Great 
Britain  ?  I  deny  it  What  is  the  expression 
of  the  British  Envoy  on  which  gentlemen  rely, 
and  on  which  they  are  about  to  sit  down  quiet- 
ly under  the  vine  and  fig  tree  ?  ^  In  the  mean 
time,  with  a  view  to  contribute  to  the  attain- 
ment of  so  desirable  an  object.  His  Majesty 
would  be  willing  to  withdraw  his  orders,"  &c. 
In  the  mean  time,  still  persisting  in  the  princi- 
ple of  taxing  our  exports,  a  right  <feniea  even 
to  us  by  the  constitution.  It  is  to  be  bung  up 
in  tmrorem^  to  be  let  loose  upon  us  hereafter, 
if  we  shall  not  do  every  thing  which  is  required 
of  us.    There  is  a  marked  cautious  style  of  lan- 

Siage  in  this  letter,  whicE  shows  that  Great 
ritain  in  fact  has  promised  nothing.  She  does 
not  say  that  she  will  repeal  or  revoke  her  or- 
ders, but  that  in  the  mean  time  she  will  with- 
draw them ;  and,  sir,  in  the  mean  time  she  has 
withdrawn  them,  and  substituted  other  orders 
or  proclamations  equally  obnoxious.  This  is 
reason  sufficient  for  not  going  beyond  the  letter 
of  the  agreement;  which  however  I  will  con- 
sent to  do,  by  admitting  instead  of  excluding 
British  armed  vessels. 

When  Mr.  J.  G.  Jaoxsok  concluded,  Mr. 
Sh£Ffby,  in  order  to  obtain  a  direct  question 
on  his  own  amendment,  adopted  Mr.  jAoxsoir's 
rider  to  it,  to  a  part  of  his  own  motion,  and 
called  for  a  division  of  the  question,  taking  it 
first  on  his  own  amendment  as  first  moved. 

Some  doubt  arising  whether  it  was  correct 
thus  to  act,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  House, 
Mr.  Maoon  produced  a  precedent  in  which  he 
had  himself  done  the  same  in  the  case  of  a  mo- 
tion for  the  repeal  of  the  second  section  of  the 
sedition  act,  nine  or  ten  years  ago. 

Mr.  Tatlob  said  that,  as  the  House  had  de- 
cided that  they  would  not  discriminate  be- 
tween the  admiBsion  of  British  and  French 
public  vessels,  he  wished  to  try  the  question 
on  the  exclusion  of  both.  He  made  a  mo- 
tion having  in  view  that  object;  which  was 
decided  without  debate,  fifteen  for  it,  one 
hundred  against  it,  being  a  minority  of  eighty- 
five  against  the  exclusion,  at  this  time,  of  the 
public  vessels  of  both  belligerents. 

Mr.  MoNTGOMEBT  observcd  that  the  decision 
of  the  courts  of  the  United  States  had  been 
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that,  after  a  law  had  expired,  they  had  dismissed 
all  suits  pending  for  the  recovery  of  penalties 
inonrred  under  the  act.  He  conceived  that  this 
bill  should  have  a  saving  clause,  that  penalties 
and  forfeitures  incurred  under  it,  should  be  re- 
coverable and  distributoble  after  the  act  itself 
had  expired.  He  therefore  moved  an  amend- 
ment to  that  effect. 


Tuesday,  June  27. 

The  bill  to  revive  and  amend  certain  parts  of 
the  act  ""  interdicting  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britam 
and  fSrance,  and  their  dependendes,  and  for 
other  purposes,^'  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  PicxMAK  hoped  that  he  should  be  ex- 
cused for  making  a  few  observa^ons  at  this 
stage  of  the  bill,  not  having  before  partaken  of 
the  debate.  He  said  he  felt  a  strong  objection 
to  the  bill,  because  it  admitted  French  vessels 
into  our  ports  and  harbors.  Gentlemen  had 
asked  why  a  discrimination  should  be  made. 
He  answered,  that  ihe  reasons  for  this  conduct 
were  to  his  mind  very  plain.  He  had  considered 
the  outrage  on  the  Chesapeake  as  a  gross  viola- 
tion of  our  rights  and  of  the  law  of  nations,  and 
he  believed  no  one  had  felt  more  indignation  at 
it  than  he  did.  But  that  was  now  atoned  for. 
I  consider  (said  Mr.  P.)  that  the  Orders  in 
Council  are  repealed;  that  Great  Britain  has 
stipulated  to  send  on  Hn  envoy  with  instruc- 
tions to  negotiate  for  a  settiement  of  all  differ- 
ences. I  consider  these  things  as  done,  because 
I  consider  the  faith  of  the  British  nation  as  sol- 
emnly pledged  to  do  them;  for,  if  it  had  not 
been,  the  Umted  States  would  not  have  been 
Justined  in  taking  the  attitude  which  we  have 
taken. 

It  has  been  said,  that  since  the  arrangement 
here  has  taken  place.  Great  Britain  has  modified 
her  Orders  in  Council  in  a  most  exceptionable 
manner.  I  admit  that  this  modification  was 
posterior  in  point  of  date  to  the  arrangement 
here;  that  is  to  say,  that  the  proclamation  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  was  issued 
on  the  19th,  and  that  the  orders  were  modified 
on  the  29th  of  April ;  yet,  in  strict  propriety, 
the  new  orders  may  be  said  to  have  issued  be- 
fore the  arrangement,  because  it  was  before  it 
was  known.  Viewing  the  subject  in  this 
light,  I  do  not  believe  that  the  modifica- 
tion of  the  Orders  in  Council  did  proceed 
from  the  arrangement  here ;  and  I  now  declwre 
that  if  such  modification  as  has  been  made  is  to 
be  considered  as  rescinding  the  orders,  accord- 
ing to  the  stipulation  made  with  Mr.  Erskine,  I 
should  consider  it  a  mere  mockery.  I  do,  how- 
ever, consider  it  in  a  very  different  lighL  and 
have  no  doubt  that  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain  will  adopt  such  modification  of  tiieir 
orders  as  they  have  stipulated  to  do.  These 
are  my  ideas,  and  on  this  ground  I  did  and  do 
still  believe  that  we  ought  to  have  made  a  dia- 


crimination,  because  I  consider  one  natkn  to 
have  complied  with  the  conditions  of  the  non- 
intercourse  act,  whilst  the  other  has  not  varied 
its  position. 

Mr.  Maooit  said  he  was  ag^nst  admitting  the 
armed  vessels  of  either  belligerents  into  oar 
waters.  He  would  place  our  foreign  relations 
precisely  in  the  state  in  which  the  Flreddent 
had  left  them,  saying  neither  yea  or  nay  on  the 
subject  of  their  armed  vessels,  leaving  it  where 
it  had  been  left  by  both  the  parties  to  the  lata 
arrangement.  He  should  have  been  glad  that 
the  same  dispomtion  had  been  manifested  to- 
wards us  by  France  as  l^  Great  Britain :  but 
because  there  had  not  he  would  do  nothing  to- 
wards her  to  prevent  it.  Some  gentiemoi  had 
conceived  that  an  indiscriminate  admiadon 
woidd  be  more  advantageous  to  France  than  to 
Great  Britain.  Mr.  M.  said  he  did  not  ame 
with  gentiemen  in  this  ;  for  Great  Britain  had 
Canada  and  her  West  India  Islands,  to  whkdi 
she  was  in  the  habit  of  sending  out  vesBeb; 
whilst  fiance,  having  no  poes^ons  on  the 
American  coast,  had  no  occasion  for  onr  hos- 
pitality. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  rincerely  hoped  that  we  sihould 
now  act,  as  we  had  heretofore  done,  so  as  to 
give  to  neither  of  the  belligerents  cause  to  chaige 
us  with  partiality.  He  was  decidedly  of  opinicm 
tiiat  we  ought  to  leave  both  nations  in  the  same 
state  as  they  were  left  by  the  President's  proc- 
lamation. He  had  no  doubt  that  Great  Britain 
would  send  a  Minister  to  negotiate.  But  what 
was  left  as  to  her,  for  the  surrender  or  repeal 
of  whicn  she  had  any  anxiety  f  Nothing.  As 
to  France,  she  would  have  no  shipping  at  sea, 
so  long  as  the  war  lasted  in  £urop^  unless 
an  event  took  place  which  he  hoped  would 
not.  Tou  give  France  a  right  to  enter  voor 
waters,  said  he,  and  take  away  anv  induce- 
ment she  might  have  had  to  rescind  her  de- 
crees. I  believe  the  passage  of  the  bill  will 
extend  the  difficulties  of  the  nation.  I  know 
it  is  not  a  very  pleasant  thing  to  be  opposed 
to  the  evident  sentiment  of  a  nu\|ority  c^T  the 
House ;  but  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  those  who 
tMnk  as  I  do  to  vote,  as  I  shidL  against  the 
bill 

Mr.  Tatlob  said  it  appeared  to  be  denred  on 
all  hands  that  nothing  should  be  done  by  the 
House  to  embarrass  the  negotiation;  and  lie 
presumed  that  the  minority,  in  the  different 
stages  of  this  bill,  had  been  actuated  by  that 
wish.  If^  said  Mr.  T.,  I  could  see  the  present 
measure  in  the  light  in  which  its  fiiends  i^ 
pear  to  view  it,  I  certainly  should  be  in  fiivor 
ofiL  But,  whenit  isreoolleoted  that  your  le* 
gialative  acts  have  been  held  out  to  your  feUow* 
citizens  and  to  foreign  nations,  promising  a  per* 
severance  in  our  restrictive  measures  agunst 
such  nation  as  shall  continue  to  onpress  our 
conmieroe  by  her  unlawful  edicts,  I  consider 
our  fiiith  as  pledged  to  the  nation,  that,  accord* 
ing  to  the  recession  of  one  belligerent,  or  per- 
severance of  the  other,  we  were  to  shape  our 
course. 
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The  gentleman  from  Virginia  aimed  a  side 
blow  at  those  who,  in  the  discnssion  of  this 
subject,  had  spoken  of  the  ground  which  we 
have  taken.  On  the  effects  snpposed  to  be  pro- 
dneed  by  the  non-intercourse,  I  had  a  right  U> 
eay  we.  The  sense  of  the  House  was  taken  dis- 
tinctly as  to  a  repeal  of  the  embargo,  on  the  first 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations. 
It  was  then  that  the  principle  was  decided,  and 
it  was  that  act  which  was  taken  hold  of  across 
the  Atlantic,  and  made  the  around  of  the  in- 
stmctions  which  came  oat  by  Mr.  Oakley  to  the 
British  Envoy  here,  and  on  which  the  arrange- 
ment did  take  place.  Now,  thongh  the  gentle- 
man seems  unwilling  that  any  part  of  the  House 
should  say  iw,  I  vindicate  the  claim  which  I 
have  to  use  iti  In  fact,  I  would  claim  for  the 
mover  of  the  original  proposition  to  this  House 
for  the  interdiction  of  armed  vessels,  the  gentle- 
man fix>m  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Maooit,)  the 
merit  of  the  late  negotiation,  if  it  attach  any- 
where. But  I  am  not  willing  to  carry  on  the 
copartnership.  I  will  not  now  say  toe,  I,  who 
voted  for  the  motion  going  to  give  power  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  issue  let- 
ters of  marque  and  reprisal  against  that  nation 
which  persevered  in  its  edicts  after  the  other 
had  withdrawn  them,  am  not  willing,  on  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  to  say  «?«,  as  by  it  you  ad- 
mit instead  of  continuing  the  exclusion  against 
armed  vessels,  where,  instead  of  a  recession, 
injuries  have  rather  been  added.  When  gen- 
tlemen are  asked  why  they  have  admitted 
French  vessels,  in  our  present  situation  in  rela- 
tion to  France,  after  the  temper  displayed  and 
the  votes  given  at  the  last  session  on  the  sub- 
ject, theirs  must  be  a  feeling  in  which  I  would 
not  participate,  and  therefore  I  will  not  say 

Mr.  Daka  observed  tliat,  by  the  Journals  of 
the  Senate,  it  appeared  that  this  bill  had  been 
unaoimousiy  pa^ed  by  that  body.  This  unani- 
mous vote  of  the  Senate  might  be  regarded  as 
a  consideration  to  operate  very  strongly  on  the 
minds  of  members  of  the  House,  as  respected 
the  propriety  of  adopting  the  present  bill ;  it 
certainly  must  have  weight  in  favor  of  a  meas- 
ure, when  it  was  found  that  men  differing 
widely  in  political  opinions  joined  in  voting  for 
it  I,  said  Mr.  D.,  have  myself  very  strongly  felt 
the  force  of  this  consideration.  But  you  know, 
sr,  that  the  rules  of  proceeding  and  order  estab- 
lished in  this  House  do  not  admit  of  our  urging 
in  debate  the  conduct  of  the  Senate  of  the 
TTnited  States  as  a  motive  for  deciding  the  opin- 
ion of  this  House.  Wliy  is  it  out  of  order?  Be- 
caase  the  excellence  of  our  constitution  is,  that 
the  legislature  shall  consist  of  two  Houses, 
each  of  which  shall  act  on  its  own  ideas  of  pro- 
priety. If  it  is  not  proper  to  mention  the  con- 
duct of  the  Senate  in  debate,  it  is  not  proper  to 
wffer  it  to  overthrow  our  opinions.  In  this 
view  I  feel  myself  bound,  with  all  due  defer- 
ence to  the  Senate,  to  examine  this  subject  for 
JnjBelf  I  cannot  but  feel  the  weight  of  that 
▼ote ;  but  I  cannot  forget  that  the  bill  respect- 
Vou  IV.— 11 


ing  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  was  once  passed 
in  that  House,  and  rejected  unanimously  in 
this,  without  being  permitted  to  be  read  a 
second  time. 

On  examining  this  bill,  sir,  I  do  not  find  that 
its  various  provisions  appear  to  constitute  one 
whole,  to  conform  with  any  system  of  policy, 
or  to  be  consistent  with  the  principles  of  any 
man  in  this  country.  It  is  certainly  not  the 
course  which  1  would  have  chosen ;  it  is  not 
consistent  with  the  course  marked  out  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress.  I  was  certainly  not 
in  favor  of  the  embargo ;  I  disapproved  of  that 
system ;  and  when  I  saw  the  non-intercourse 
system,  I  considered  that  as  retaining  the  em- 
bargo principle,  but  not  with  so  much  precision. 
I  consider  this  bill  to  be  receding  from  a  weak 
position.  If  the  embargo  was  a  decisive  meas- 
ure, it  ought  to  have  been  taken  more  com- 
pletely at  the  outset  than  it  was.  But  it  failed. 
The  non-intercourse  was  abandoning  one  part 
and  retaining  another  of  the  system.  This  bill 
was  abandoning  a  part  of  the  non-intercourse 
system  and  retaining  a  part.  When  I  look  at  it, 
I  see  nothing  in  it  at  which  any  portion  of 
American  citizens  can  reioice  or  be  proud  of; 
nothing  of  a  firm,  dignified,  matured,  sound, 
consistent  policy,  to  be  maintained  on  general 
principles  against  all  the  world.  Am  I  then 
required  to  vote  for  a  measure  of  this  kind  ?  If, 
with  my  friend  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.QuiNCT) 
I  could  suppose  that  voting  for  a  system  which 
I  did  not  like  would  destroy  it,  I  should  vote 
for  it.  For,  if  I  understand  him,  he  dislikes  the 
whole,  and  therefore  will  vote  for  this  part  of 
it.  The  whole  would  die  at  the  end  of  this 
session ;  but  to  show  his  anxiety  for  its  death 
he  must  keep  it  alive  till  the  next  session  of 
Congress.  I  was  very  much  pleased  with  a 
great  part  of  his  remarks;  I  approbated  Ids 
premises,  but  his  conclusions  appeared  to  be 
directly  the  reverse  of  the  proper  result.  But  as 
he  is  a  gentleman  of  strong  powers  of  mind,  he 
may  well  be  able  to  draw  a  conclusion  which  I 
cannot. 

Gentlemen  have  alluded  to  the  declarations 
of  the  Emperor  of  France  in  relation  to  his 
decrees.  When  Bonaparte  talks  of  the  freedom 
of  the  seas,  does  he  mean  the  same  idea  which 
we  attach  to  these  words  when  we  use  them? 
When  he  talks  of  the  principles  of  maritime 
law,  does  he  mean  the  same  as  we  ?  On  the 
subject  of  maritime  law,  has  he  not  stated 
things  which  before  were  unheard  of?  Cer- 
tainly, sir.  On  the  contrary,  I  have  always  un- 
derstood the  claims  of  the  United  States  as  a 
neutral  nation  to  be,  not  to  assert  new  preten- 
sions, but  to  assert  such  claims  as  they  may 
think  reasonable  with  respect  to  principle,  and 
such  as  have  been  formerly  admitted  in  prac- 
tice. 

With  respect  to  the  bill  before  you,  there  has 
been  one  argument  used,  and  an  imposing  one 
certainly,  provided  that  it  appeared  completely 
founded  m  fact.  It  is  said  this  bill  is  considered 
as  comporting  with  the  views  of  the  Executive 
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Goyernznent  of  the  country ;  and  that  the  Ex- 
ecutive has  acted  so  well  in  condaoting  the  pre- 
liminary arrangement  for  removing  certain  oh- 
stacles  to  negotiation,  that  on  the  whole  we 
ought  to  assist  his  administration.  On  this  suh- 
ject,  sir,  I  have  to  ohserve  that  we  are  utted^ 
without  official  evidence  on  this  point.  We 
have  no  evidence  whatever,  of  an  official  nature, 
tiiat  this  hill  comports  with  the  Executive  views. 
If  we  have,  it  is  to  me  unknown.  We  have 
not,  during  the  present  session,  had  any  report 
in  detail  from  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. If  that  committee  had  made  a  report, 
stating  facts  and  reasoning  as  the  hasis  of  the 
bill,  I  might  consider  that  committee  as  having 
consulted  the  Executive  of  the  country,  and  as 
having  adopted  its  disposition  as  the  basis  of  its 
proceedings.  But,  as  we  have  no  such  thing, 
are  we  to  suppose  that  there  are  certain  gentle- 
men in  the  House  who  are  organs  of  communi- 
cation of  the  Executive  wishes?  Have  we  any 
other  evidence  of  the  disposition  of  the  Execu- 
tive in  relation  to  this  bill  than  that  certain  gentle- 
men ate  in  favor  of  it?  I^  on  this  subject,  the 
opinion  of  the  Executive  should  properly  de- 
cide ourjudgment,  ought  we  not  to  have  had 
some  official  exposition  of  the  views  of  the 
Government  ?  As  we  have  no  such  information, 
we  are  to  examine  whether  this  bill  comports 
with  the  arrangement  made  with  Great  Britain. 
But,  as  to  that,  I  beg  leave  to  be  deemed  as  not 
considering  myself  pledged  by  that  arrangement 
merely.  As  to  piyself,  as  an  American,  I  am 
by  no  means  gratified  that  we  should  contend 
with  one  nation  because  another  does  us  justice. 
A  stipulation  of  that  kind  I  should  consider  as 
degrading  to  my  country. 

In  my  remarks  therefore,  I  disclaim  owing  any 
thing  for  any  boon  which  Great  Britain  may 
have  given  us,  because  I  do  not  consider  it  as  a 
boon  that  they  have  ceased  to  injure  us.  But 
in  the  face  of  the  world  such  declarations  have 
been  formally  made  by  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States.  The  fact  is  known  to  ourselves, 
to  our  countrymen,  to  such  portions  of  the 
foreign  world  as  may  take  an  interest  in  our 
concerns.  And  in  comparing  this  bill  with 
those  declarations,  will  it  bepossible  to  conceive 
tjhat  we  are  consistent  ?  When  you  had  differ- 
ences with  both  the  belligerents,  what  was  your 
language?  Tou  talked  as  though  you  would 
throw  the  gauntlet  to  the  globe,  as  though  you 
would  stretch  out  your  arm  and  smite  the  world. 
When  an  acyustment  is  made  with  one  of  those 
powers,  what  is  your  language?  Really,  sir, 
the  difficulty  under  which  the  Government  for- 
merly labored  was  said  to  be  this:  that  if  we  went 
to  war  with  both  nations.^{Mr.  D.  quoted  a  part 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Belar 
tions  of  last  session  on  this  subject.]  I  consider 
this  part  of  the  report,  said  he,  as  proceeding 
upon  assumptions  which  are  erroneous,  and 
founded  upon  grounds  untenable  and  inaccurate. 
But  as  to  Uiis  report,  which  appeared  to  receive 
the  approbation  of  a  minority  of  the  members  of 
the  House,  it  seems  to  be  dear  from  it,  that  were 


it  not  that  you  were  so  equally  wronged  by  both 
belligerents,  and  that  both  persisted,  you  oer- 
tunly  would  have  engaged  m  war  with  one; 
but  that,  as  a  treble  war  was  rather  a  difficult 
plan,  it  was  best  to  continue  the  restrictive 
system. 

What  is  the  declaration  made  to  the  British 
Minister  at  this  place,  by  our  Secretary  of  State, 
on  this  subject?  Is  it  pretended  to  enter  into 
any  stipulations  with  Great  Britain  as  to  our 
conduct  ?  No,  sir ;  it  is  that  our  measures  are 
adopted  on  the  principle  that  the  Government 
would  assert  the  rights  of  our  countiy  against 
any  power  on  the  globe^  without  any  re&renoe 
to  pledges.  On  this  point  I  would  call  tiie  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  a  sentence  which  is  tba 
most  extraordinary  surely  that  ever  was  pat  to- 
other. And,  unless  it  be  a  dash  of  the  pen, 
like  that  of  the  brush  of  the  painter  who  painted 
at  one  dash  a  perfect  horse,  it  must  have  been 
the  elaborate  labor  of  twenty-four  hours;  in 
either  case  not  detracting  from  the  skill  of  the 
author  of  it.  The  sentence  is  as  follows :  ^  As 
it  appears  at  the  same  time,  ^at,  in  making  this 
offer.  His  Britannic  Majesty  derives  a  motive 
from  the  equality,  now  existing,  in  the  relations 
of  the  United  States,  with  the  two  beUigerent 
powers,  the  President  owes  it  to  the  occasion, 
and  to  himself,  to  let  it  be  understood,  that  this 
equality  is  a  result,  incident  to  a  state  of  things, 
growing  out  of  distinct  considerations.'*  If  any 
mortal,  from  the  depth  of  his  knowledge,  can 
specifically  tell  what  this  means,  he  may  pass 
for  an  oracle.  It  proceeds  upon  this  idea :  th^ 
in  making  our  arrangements  at  the  last  sesaon 
we  did  not  mean,  as  respects  saying  that  what- 
ever nation  insulted  us  we  would  resent  it,  to 
please  Great  Britain  alone,  but  equally  to  please 
any  other  nation  whatever.  If  the  saying  this 
was  an  annunciation  by  our  Government  to  the 
British  Government,  that  in  making  this  ar- 
rangement  we  are  not  making  any  stipulation  in 
respect  to  France,  but  you  and  the  world  mav 
know  that  whoever  invades  our  rights  shall 
meet  with  resistance,  adequate  to  tiie  criaa,  if 
the  Government  can  find  means  to  accompUsh 
it.  If  the  paragraph  be  thus  considered,  we 
may  respect  the  declaration  itself,  and  adimire 
the  skill  with  which  it  is  so  worded  as  to  con- 
vey nothing  offensive  in  the  expression.  In  this 
view,  I  am  wiUing  to  admit  it,  because  it  con- 
duces to  the  reputation  of  the  GK)vemment  and 
of  the  Secretaiy  of  State,  who  in  this  buaineas 
appears  to  have  conducted  with  the  frankness 
of  a  man  of  talents,  and  the  manner  of  a  prac- 
tical man  of  sense.  I  consider  this  bill  as  not 
corresponding  with  the  resolutions  of  last  ses- 
sion,  as  not  corresponding  widi  ^e  general  senti- 
ment in  regard  to  the  non-intercourse  law  when 
it  passed ;  nor  with  the  general  sentiment  fairly 
to  be  collected  from  the  correspondence  of  our 
officers  with  the  British  Minister. 

If  it  be  asked,  what  other  system  would  be 
proper,  I  acknowledge  it  to  be  a  question  of 
difficulty.  But,  for  myself,  I  think  I  would  say 
that  I  would  prefer  an  armed  neutrality  ;  not 
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roch  a  one  as  distinguished  the  confederacy  in 
the  Baltic,  not  one  to  assert  new  pretensions ; 
bat  (me  temperate  in  its  claims,  specific  in  its 
object.  And  I  could  really  wish  that  in  the 
present  state  of  the  world  we  should  turn  our 
attention  to  a  system  of  policy  which  i^all  be 
founded  on  general  principles,  and  at  least  say 
what  are  the  rights  which  as  neutrals  we  claim, 
and  what  the  pretensions  to  which  as  neutrals 
we  will  sabmit;  and  if  our  legislation  were  of 
that  character,  we  never  should  be  embarrassed 
as  we  are.  We  pass  a  law  that  if  edicts  of  the 
belligerents  be  revoked  or  modified,  trade  shall 
be  renewed.  Now,  the  edicts  then  in  existence 
mighi  l>e  revoked,  and  others  substituted,  and 
the  law  would  be  complied  with.  The  whole 
system  lias  been  constituted  too  much  in  refer* 
enoe  to  particular  cases. 

But  I  have  one  ftirther  objection  to  this  bill, 
V12 :  that  by  it  you  do  permit  trade  with  French 
trading  vessels,  thus.  There  is  no  prohibition 
to  the  famishing  supplies  to  French  vessels. 
The  French  vessels,  going  to  sea,  go  armed  and 
under  the  authority  of  their  Government;  and 
coming  into  the  ports  of  this  country  may  be 
supplied  with  any  thing  they  wish  without  an 
infraction  of  the  letter  of  Uie  law.  Let  any 
puUic  armed  vessel  come  into  the  watora  of 
the  United  States^  and  they  may  purchase  what- 
ever they  please.  There  is  no  law  to  prohibit 
it,  nor  any  authority  placed  in  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  to  prevent  them  from  pur- 
chaaing.  The  stato  of  the  case  now  is,  that 
your  vessels  shall  not  be  cleared  out  to  carry 
any  thing  to  France,  but  your  boats  and  every 
thing  thflt  sails  may  be  employed  to  carry  pro- 
vinons  to  French  armed  ships  in  your  harbors, 
and  they  may  be  completely.loaded.  K  this  be 
the  intention  of  gentiemen,  I  have  nothing 
fbrtiier  to  say ;  if  it  be  not  their  intention,  they 
will  have  in  this  case,  as  they  have  had  in 
others,  a  very  great  experience  of  the  disadvan- 
tages of  nnderteking  to  chop  up  law. 

From  these  general  views  of  the  subject,  sir, 
I  am  opposed  to  the  passage  of  the  law. 

Messre.  I^tein  and  Qthnot  steted  their  rea- 
sons for  voting  against  the  bill. 

And  on  the  question,  '^  Shall  the  bill  pass  ?  ^ 
it  was  decided  in  the  aflSrmative— yeas  72,  nays 
15,  as  follows: 

TEi&— Lemuel  J.  Alrton,  Willia  Alston,  jr.,  Wil- 
fim  Anderaon,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  William  W.  Bibb, 
Adam  Bojd,  John  Brown,  Robert  Brown,  William 
A  BmrweD,  Joseph  Calhoon,  John  Campbell,  Howell 
Cobb,  James  Cochran,  Orchard  Cook,  James  Cox, 
Kiduurd  Cntti^  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  James 
Emott,  J.  W.  Eppes,  William  Findlay,  Jonathan 
Fiik,  Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas  Gholson,  jr.,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Daniel  Heister,  William 
Helms,  Jacob  Hnfty,  Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  'Vf^lliam  Kennedy,  Herman  Knickerbacker, 
fiobeit  Le  Boy  Liringston,  John  Love,  Matthew 
Lyon,  Aaron  Lyle,  Robert  Marion,  Vincent  Matthews, 
Sanmel  McKee,  William  MOnor,  John  Montoomery, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Newton,  Joseph  Fearson, 
Jch.1  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Josiah  Qnincy,  John 


Rea,  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Mat- 
thias lUchards,  John  Roane,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas 
Sammons,  Daniel  Sheffey,  John  Smilie,  George 
Smith,  Samnel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  John  Stan- 
ley, James  Stephenson,  Jacob  Swoope,  John  Thomp- 
son, Uri  Tracy,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van 
Home,  Robert  Weakley,  Labaa  Wheaton,  Robert 
Whitehill,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  Robert  Wiiherspoon, 
and  Richard  Wynn. 

Nats. — Daniel  Blaisdell,  John  C.  ChamberUun,  S. 
W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  William 
Hal^  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  James  Holland,  Jonathan 
H.  Hnbbard,  Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  Tunothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Boss,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, and  John  Taylor. 

Absent,  54  members. 


Wbdnbsdat,  June  28. 
EmgroffiUfrom  Cuba, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mabiok,  the  Honse  resolv- 
ed itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tiie 
bill  for'  the  remission  of  certain  fines  and  penal- 
ties. 

[This  bill  provides  for  the  remission  of  penal- 
ties incurrred  by  the  captains  and  owners  of 
vessels  which  have  been  compelled  to  take  on 
board  emigrants  from  Cuba,  with  their  slaves, 
the  landing  of  the  latter  in  the  United  States 
having,  under  present  laws,  forfeited  the  ves- 
sels and  cargoes  and  fined  the  persons  con- 
cerued.] 

Mr.  Mabiok  observed  that  he  had,  a  day  or 
tw6  ago,  presented  petitions  from  persons  bring- 
ing in  slaves,  amongst  which  were  some  docu- 
ments, one  of  which  was  the  opinion  of  the 
district  court  of  South  Carolina,  by  which  it 
appeared  that,  if  the  bill  passed  in  the  present 
shape,  no  relief  would  be  afforded  by  it ;  for,  it 
had  not  appeared  on  the  trial  that  the  sIoms  were 
forcibly  expelled  from  the  island,  though  the 
owners  were.  He  therefore  moved  an  amend- 
ment to  include  slaves  owned  by  persons  who 
were  expelled  the  island. — Motion  agreed  to 
without  opposition. 

Mr.  M.  then  moTed  to  add  a  proviso :  ^^And 
provided^  aUo^  that  such  slaves  shall  have  been 
Drought  in  at  the  same  time  as  their  owners, 
respectively."— Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Ross  observed  that  a  former  act  on  the 
subject  of  the  importation  of  slaves  said,  that 
it  should  not  be  lawful  to  bring  into  the  United 
States  any  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color, 
with  intention  to  sell  the  same  or  hold  them  as 
slaves.  The  present  case  anpeared  to  him  to  be 
one  in  direct  violation  of  tnat  law.  Under  the 
act  of  1807,  it  had  become  the  duty  of  the  court 
to  examine  whether  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
parties  to  infringe  or  violate  the  laws.  After  a 
fair  examination  by  a  court,  under  a  desire  to« 
relieve  those  interested,  and  a  &ilure  of  every 
attempt  to  show  that  they  were  compelled  to 
take  on  board  these  slaves,  was  the  House  about 
to  sit  in  iudgment  and  reverse  the  decision? 
Mr.  B.  said  that  provision  was  also  made  in  the 
bill  as  to  slaves  that  may  hereafter  arrive  in  the 
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United  States,  ^ving  a  power  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  at  his  discretion,  to  set 
aside  the  law.  What  reason  conld  there  be  for 
enacting  this  law,  if  the  principles  of  the-law  of 
1807  were  correct?  If  it  was  intended,  by  a 
side  blow,  to  repeal  that  law,  he  had  rather  see 
it  done  at  once ;  and  not,  whilst  in  appearance 
we  had  such  a  Law,  to  give  the  Presiaent  a  dis- 
pensing power  over  it.  It  was  said  that  the 
persons  concerned  in  bringing  them  in  were 
distressed.  How  distressed?  Onlj  because 
they  conld  not  prove  they  were  compelled  to 
bring  them  into  the  country.  Mr.  R.  s»d  he 
did  not  wish  to  irritate  the  feelings  of  gentle- 
men firom  any  portion  of  the  Union,  but  he  was 
sorry  to  see  a  bill  introduced  to  unsettle  what 
he  conceived  to  be  a  valuable  provision,  enacted 
some  sessions  ago. 

Mr.  Newton  said  he  felt  as  much  repugnance 
as  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  touch 
that  law ;  but,  if  the  gentleman  would  consider 
that  this  was  a  case  of  a  peculiar  nature,  at- 
tended with  singular  circumstances,  he  would 
withdraw  his  objection.  And  he  verily  believ- 
ed, that  had  the  Legislature  foreseen  what  had 
taken  place,  they  would  certainly  have  inserted 
a  provision  to  meet  the  case  which  had  occurred. 
Let  it  be  recollected,  said  he,  that  the  unfortu- 
nate Frenchmen  driven  on  our  coast,  were  some 
time  ago  driven  fh)m  St.  Domingo,  and  were 
obliged  to  take  shelter  at  Cuba.  Since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  in  Spain,  Ouba  has 
almost  witnessed  the  same  scenes  as  St  Do- 
mingo. These  people  were  forced  to  leave 
the  island  in  distress,  and  take  what  portion  of 
property  they  could  collect.  They  could  not 
go  to  France,  because  no  vessels  of  that  coun- 
try were  permitted  to  touch  at  the  island  of 
Ouba»  neither  Cbuld  they  go  to  the  French 
islands  in  thb  West  Indies.  There  was  no 
country  open  to  them  but  America.  The 
American  captains,  then,  were  forced  to  take 
the  French  on  board,  and  with  them,  a  few 
body  servants;  and,  under  the  former  law, 
these  vessels  are  seized,  and  liable  to  forfeiture, 
our  merchants  to  suffer  the  loss  of  vessel  and 
cargo,  and  the  poor  emigrants  to  lose  all  their 
little  property.  Let  it  be  recollected  that  the 
law  of  1807  does  not  interfere  with  the  State 
rights  on  the  subject  This  bill  only  goes  so  far 
as  to  remit  all  fines  and  penalties  incurred  by 
the  captains  of  vessels,  and  release  the  property 
which  would  otherwise  be  condemned,  and  re- 
lieve the  perfectly  innocent  merchants  who 
would  otherwise  suffer.  Let  us  say  to  these 
unfortunates,  as  Dido  to  MneaSy  when  he  was 
exiled  from  Troy:  "  I  have  suffered  misfortune 
myself,  and  therefore  know  how  to  extend  the 
hand  of  relief  to  others." 

Mr.  Mabion  said  that  if  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  ^r.  Boss)  thought  that  he  had  a 
wish  or  intention  to  increase  the  number  of 
slaves,  he  was  much  mistaken.  The  laws  of 
South  Oarolina  prohibited  the  bringing  these 
slaves,  or  any  other,  into  the  State ;  yet  they 
had  been  brought  there,  and  the  persons  bring- 


ing them  there  must  give  security  that  they 
would  have  them  carried  out  of  the  State. 
Now,  by  the  non-intercourse  law,  the  State  was 
prevented  from  sending  them  away;  they 
would,  of  course,  remain  here  till  the  law  per- 
mitted them  to  be  sent  oS,  for  they  could  go 
nowhere  but  to  France  and  her  dependencies, 
France  being  at  war  with  all  the  rest  of  the 
world.  Mr.  M.  said  that  there  were  several  cap- 
tains now  in  jail  under  sentence  of  court  for  hav- 
ing brought  those  people  into  the  conntry ;  he 
submitted  to  the  House  whether,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  the  captains  had  not  good 
reason  to  suppose  that  they  would  not  be  sub- 
ject to  the  penalty  of  the  law.  The  law  pro- 
hibiting the  importation  of  slaves  was  of  a 
highly  penal  nature,  and  different  from  all 
other  laws  of  that  nature,  having  no  clause  in 
it  giving  a  power  of  remission  of  penalties ;  and 
this  bill  was  guarded  in  such  a  manner  that  no 
evil  could  arise, 

Mr.  Macok  said  it  was  certainly  true  that  the 
Southern  country  wanted  no  more  slaves.  The 
sole  object  of  the  bill  was  to  get  them  away. 
However  desirous  the  people  might  be  to  hold 
that  property,  there  could  be  no  fear  of  their 
wanting  them  from  the  West  Indies. 

Mr.  MoNTGOMBBT  said  it  was  peculiarly  neces- 
sary to  pass  this  bill  to  get  rid  of  the  immense 
number  of  slaves  brought  into  New  Orleans ; 
for  every  one  must  know  that  they  were  not 
wantM  there.  They  were  too  numerous  to 
continue  there,  and  this  bill  was  intended  to 
make  provision  for  their  exportation. 

Mr.  Newton  produced  a  letter  from  the  col- 
lector of  New  Orleans  on  this  sublect 

Mr.  Tatlob  said  it  never  could  have  been 
the  intention  or  spirit  of  the  law  of  1807  to  in- 
crease our  population  in  free  blacks.  It  was 
not  to  set  free  the  people  of  this  description 
that  the  law  had  been  passed,  but  to  prevent 
them  from  being  brought  here  at  all.  For  even 
in  Pennsylvania  he  had  no  doubt  the  gentleman 
would  be  content  to  have  no  further  population 
of  this  sort  Mr.  T.  said  that  he  knew  that  in 
the  Southern  States  there  was  an  extreme  aver- 
sion to  receiving  an  additional  free  black  popu- 
lation. The  intent  of  this  bill,  so  far  from 
being  in  hostility  to  the  law  quoted  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  was  in  fnrtiier- 
ance  of  it  It  was  to  remove  them  out  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  Boss  said  that  it  was  strange  that  the 
House  should  have  a  bill  before  it  contemplat- 
ing the  removal  of  a  certain  description  of  per- 
sons out  of  the  country,  when  nothing  of  the 
kind  appeared  on  the  face  of  it  If  that  was  its 
intention,  there  should  be  a  condition  that  the 
persons  bringing  in  these  slaves  should  cany 
them  out  again. 

Mr.  Newton  observed  that  unless  this  law 
passed,  the  inevitable  consequence  must  be  that 
the  negroes  must  remain  here.  He  did  not 
want  them,  they  brought  principles  which  it 
was  known  would  not  promote  our  interest  or 
happiness. 
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The  oommittee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bilL 
Mr.  Nbwton  moved  a  new  section  for  the  re- 
lief of  Foster  and  Girard,  of  New  York,  whose 
ship  had  been  forfeited  under  the  law  prohibit- 
ing the  importation  of  slaves. — Agreed  to. 

And  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 
and  snbseqnentlj  passed  without  opposition. 

JShening  Seuitm, 
Mr.  Boot  reported  that  the  oommittee  had 


waited  on  the  President  according  to  order,  who 
was  pleased  to  say  that  he  had  no  ftirther  com- 
munications to  make. 

About  nine  o'clock,  all  the  bills  having  been 
enrolled  and  signed,  a  motion  was  made  to  ad- 
journ, and  carried;  and  the  Sfeaxxb,  after 
wishing  the  members  of  the  House  a  pleasant 
journey  home,  and  a  happy  meeting  with  their 
friends,  adjourned  the  House  to  the  fourth  Mon- 
day in  November  next. 
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ELEVENTH  CONGRESS.-SECOND  SESSION. 


BEGUN   AT   THE  CITY  OF  WASHINGTON,  NOVEMBER  27,   1809. 


PKOCEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE. 


Monday,  November  27, 1809. 
Conformably  to  the  act  passed  at  the  lastses- 
non,  entitled  ''  An  aot  to  fix  the  time  for  the 
next  meeting  of  Congress,''  the  second  session 
of  the  deventh  Congress  commenced  this  day ; 
and  the  Senate  assembled,  in  their  Chamber,  at 
the  citj  of  Washington. 

pbesent: 

Nicholas  Gilmak,  from  New  Hampshire. 

Tdcotht  PiOKRsma,  from  Massachnsetts. 

Chaukoet  Goodbioh,  from  Connecticnt. 

Stbfhkk  B.  Bbadlet  and  Jonathan  Robin- 
80N,  from  Vermont. 

John  Lambbbt,  frt>m  New  Jersey. 

Anvbbw  Gbkgg  and  Miohakl  Leib,  firom 
Pennsylvania. 

WaxiAM  B.  GiUBs,  from  Vii^ia. 

Jahbs  Tubneb,  from  North  Carolina. 
'I^oxAB  SuircEB  and  John  Gaiixabd,  from 
Bonth  Carolina. 

BuGKNEB  Thbubton  and  John  Pofk,  frY>m 
Kentucky. 

Bbtubn  Jonathan  Meiob  and  Stanlbt  Gbis- 
WOLD,  from  Ohio. 

The  number  of  Senators  present  not  being 
sufficient  to  constitute  a  quorum,  the  Senate 
acUoumed  to  11  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

TuiBDAT,  November  28. 

The  Senate  assembled— present  as  yesterday ; 
and  Obadiah  Gebican,  from  the  State  of  New 
York;  Jakes  Hiixhottbb,  from  the  State  of 
Connecticut;  Elisha  Matbbwbon,  from  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island ;  and  Nahum  Pabxbb, 
from  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  severally 
attended. 

Andrew  Gbsoq,  Preddent  pro  tempore,  re- 
sumed the  chair. 

The  Pbesident  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Surveyor  of  the  Public  Buildings,  stating 
the  difficulties  that  have  prevented  the  entire 
completion  of  the  permanent  Senate  Chamber ; 
which  letter  was  read. 


Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the 
House  of  Representatives  that  a  quorum  of  tiie 
Senate  is  assembled,  and  ready  to  attend  to  bus- 
iness. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  GiuiAN  and  Gauxabd 
be  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to- 
gether with  such  committee  as  may  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  House  of  Representatives  on  their 
gart,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
tates,  and  notify  him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two 
Houses  is  assembled,  and  ready  to  receive  any 
oommxmications  that  he  may  be  pleased  to  make 
to  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the 
House  of  Representatives  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  ^>- 
pointed  a  committee,  on  their  part,  jointiy  with 
such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on  tibe 
part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  me  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  notify  him  that  a  quorum 
of  the  two  Houses  is  assembled,  and  rc»dy  to 
receive  any  communications  that  he  may  be 
pleased  to  make  to  them. 

Beeohed,  That  James  Mathers,  Sergeant-at- 
Arms  and  Doorkeeper  to  the  Senate,  be^  and  he 
is  hereby,  authorized  to  employ  one  assistant 
and  two  horses,  for  the  purpose  of  performing 
such  services  as  are  usually  requinod  by  the 
Doorkeeper  to  the  Senate ;  and  that  the  sum  of 
twenty-eight  dollars  be  allowed  him  weekly  for 
that  purpose,  to  commence  with,  and  remain 
during  the  sesnon,  and  for  twenty  days  after. 

Mr.  Oilman  reported,  from  tiie  joint  ofMn- 
mittee,  that  they  had  waited  on  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  agreeably  to  order^  and 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  informed 
the  committee  that  he  would  make  a  communi- 
cation to  the  two  Houses  to-morrow,  at  12 
o'clock. 


Wednesday,  November  29. 
James  Llotd,  from  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, attended. 
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The  Presidents  Message. 


[Senate. 


FresiderWt  Message. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbesidknt  of  the  UinTED  States: 
FdbMhcUhens  o/tke  Senate,  and 

of  iks  Hoase  of  lUpresentatives : 

At  the  period  of  cor  last  meeting,  I  had  the  satis- 
fiiGtion  of  commtiiucating  an  adjustment  with  one  of 
the  principal  helligerent  nations,  highly  important  in 
itself  and  still  more  so,  as  presaging  a  more  extended 
accommodation.  It  is  with  deep  concern  I  am  now 
to  inform  yon,  that  the  favorahle  prospect  has  heen 
OTerelonded  bj  a  refnsal  of  the  British  Government 
to  abide  by  the  act  of  its  Minister  Plenipotentiaiy, 
and  by  its  ensuing  policy  towards  the  United  States, 
as  seen  throngh  the  communications  of  the  Minister 
sent  to  replace  him. 

WhateTer  pleas  may  be  uiged  for  a  disavowal  of 
engagements  formed  by  diplomatic  functionaries,  in 
cases  where,  by  the  terms  of  the  engagements,  a 
mntnal  ratffication  is  reserved ;  or  where  notice  at 
the  time  may  have  been  given  of  a  departure  from 
instnictioiis ;  or,  in  extraordinaiy  cases,  essentially 
violating  the  principles  of  equity ;  a  disavowal  could 
not  have  been  apprehended  in  a  case  where  no  such 
notice  or  violation  existed ;  where  no  such  ratifica- 
tioQ  was  reserved ;  and,  more  especially,  where,  as  is 
now  in  proof,  an  engagement,  to  be  executed,  with- 
out any  such  ratification,  was  contemplated  by  the 
instructions  given,  and  where  it  had,  with  good  faith, 
been  carried  into  immediate  execution  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States. 

These  considerations  not  havbg  restrained  the  Brit- 
ish Government  firom  disavowing  the  arrangement, 
by  Tirtne  of  which  its  orders  in  council  were  to  be 
KYckBdj  and  the  event  authorizing  the  renewal  of 
oonmierclal  intercourse  having  thus  not  taken  place, 
it  necessarily  became  a  question  of  equal  urgency 
and  importance,  whether  the  act  prohibiting  that 
intercourse  was  not  to  be  considered  as  remaining  in 
legal  force.  This  question  being,  afler  due  delibera- 
tion, determined  in  the  affirmative,  a  proclamation 
to  thai  effect  was  issued.  It  could  not  but  happen, 
howerer,  that  a  return  to  this  state  of  things,  from 
that  which  had  followed  an  execution  of  the  arrange- 
ment by  the  United  State%  would  involve  difficultiea 
With  a  view  to  diminish  these  as  much  as  possible, 
tibe  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  TVeasuiy, 
now  laid  before  you,  were  transmitted  to  the  collect- 
ors of  the  several  p<Nrts.  I^  in  permitting  British 
vesaels  to  depart  without  giving  bonds  not  to  proceed 
to  their  own  ports,  it  should  appear  that  the  tenor  of 
legal  authority  has  not  been  strictiy  pursued,  it  is  to 
be  ascribed  to  the  anxious  desire  which  was  felt, 
that  no  individuals  should  be  ixgured  by  so  unfore- 
seen an  occurrence :  and  I  rely  on  the  rejgard  of  Con- 
grese  for  the  equitable  interests  of  our  own  citizens, 
to  adopt  whatever  further  provisions  may  be  found 
requiste  for  a  general  remission  of  penalties  involun- 
tanfy  incurred. 

The  recall  of  the  disavowed  Minister  having  been 
followed  by  the  appointment  of  a  successor,  hopes 
were  indulged  that  tiie  new  mission  would  contribute 
to  alleviate  the  disappointment  which  had  been  pro- 
dooed,  and  to  remove  the  causes  which  had  so  long 
embarrassed  the  good  understanding  of  the  two  na- 
tiona.  It  could  not  be  doubted  that  it  would  at  least 
be  chazged  with  conciliatory  explanations  of  the  step 
which  had  been  taken,  and  with  proposals  to  be  sub- 
stituted for  the  rejected  arrangement.  Reasonable 
and  nnivenal  as  tMs  expecftation  was,  it  also  has  not 


been  fulfilled.  From  the  first  official  disclosures  of 
the  new  Minister,  it  was  found  that  he  had  received 
no  authority  to  enter  into  explanations  relative  to 
either  branch  of  the  arrangement  disavowed,  nor 
any  authority  to  substitute  propos&ls,  as  to  that 
branch  which  concerned  the  British  orders  in  coun- 
cil. And,  finally,  that  his  proposals  with  respect  to 
the  other  brandli,  the  attack  on  the  firigate  Chesa- 
peake, were  founded  on  a  presumption,  repeatedly 
declared  to  be  inadmissible  by  the  United  States, 
that  the  first  step  towards  adjustment  was  due  from 
them;  the  proposals,  at  the  same  time,  omitting 
even  a  reference  to  the  officer  answerable  for  the 
murderous  aggression,  and  asserting  a  claim  not  less 
contrary  to  the  British  laws  and  British  practice, 
than  to  the  principles  and  obligations  of  the  United 
States. 

The  correspondence  between  the  Department  of 
State  and  this  Bfinister  will  show  how  unessentially 
the  features  presented  in  its  commencement  have 
been  varied  in  its  progress.  It  will  show,  also,  that, 
forgetting  the  respect  due  to  all  governments,  he  did 
not  refram  from  imputations  on  this,  which  required 
that  no  further  communications  should  be  received 
from  him.  The  necessity  of  this  step  will  be  made 
known  to  His  Britannic  Majesty,  through  the  Mini». 
ter  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  in  London. 
And^t  would  indicate  a  want  of  the  confidenoe  due 
to  a  Gk>vernment  which  so  well  understands  and  ex- 
acts what  becomes  foreign  Ministers  near  it,  not  to 
infer  that  the  misconduct  of  its  own  Representative 
will  be  viewed  in  the  same  light  in  which  it  has 
been  regarded  here.  The  British  Government  wDl 
learn,  at  the  same  time,  that  a  ready  attention  will 
be  given  to  communications,  through  any  channel 
which  may  be  substituted.  It  will  be  happy,  if  the 
change  in  this  respect  should  be  accompanied  by  a 
favorable  revision  of  the  unfriendly  policy  which 
has  been  so  long  pursued  towards  the  United  States. 

With  France,  the  other  belligerent,  whose  tre»- 
passes  on  our  commercial  rights  have  long  been  the 
subject  of  our  just  remonstrances,  the  posture  of  our 
relations  does  not  correspond  with  the  measures 
taken  on  the  part  of  tiie  United  States  to  eiiect  a  fa- 
vorable change.  The  result  of  the  several  conimu- 
nications  made  to  her  Goyemment,  in  pursuance  of 
the  authorities  vested  by  Congress  in  the  Executive, 
is  contained  in  the  correspondence  of  our  Minister  at 
Paris,  now  laid  before  you. 

By  some  of  the  other  belligerents,  although  pro- 
fessing just  and  amicable  dispositions,  ii:guries  ma- 
terially affecting  our  commerce  have  not  been  duly 
controlled  or  repressed.  In  these  cases,  the  interposi- 
tions deemed  proper,  on  our  part,  have  not  been 
omitted.  But,  it  well  deserves  the  consideration  of 
the  Legislature,  how  fiur  both  the  safety  and  the 
honor  of  the  American  flag  may  be  consolted,  by 
adequate  provisions  against  that  collusive  prostitu- 
tion of  it  by  individuals,  unworthy  of  the  American 
name,  which  has  so  much  favored  the  real  or  pre- 
tended suspicions,  under  which  the  honest  commerce 
of  their  fellow-citizens  has  suffered. 

In  relation  to  the  powers  on  the  coast  of  Barbaiy, 
nothine  has  occurred  which  is  not  of  a  nature  rather 
to  inspire  confidence  than  distrust^  as  .to  the  continu- 
ance of  the  existing  amity.  With  our  Indian  neigh- 
bors, the  just  and  benevolent  system  continued  to- 
wards them,  has  also  preserved  peace,  and  is  more 
and  more  advancing  habits  favorable  to  their  civili- 
zation and  happiness. 

From  a  statement  which  will  be  made  by  the  Seo- 
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retaiy  of  War,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  fortificatloDS 
on  our  maritime  frontier  are,  in  manj  of  the  porta, 
completed,  affording  the  defence  which  was  contem- 
plated ;  and  that  a  further  time  will  be  required  to 
render  complete  the  worka  in  the  harbor  of  New  York, 
and  in  some  other  places.  Bj  the  enlaigement  of 
the  works,  and  the  employment  of  a  greater  number 
of  hands  at  the  public  armories,  the  supply  of  small 
arms,  of  an  improving  quality,  appears  to  be  annually 
increasing,  at  a  rate,  that,  witiiiout  those  made  on  pri- 
vate contract,  may  be  expected  to  go  far  towards 
providing  for  the  public  exigency. 

The  act  of  Congress  providing  for  the  equipment 
of  our  vessels  of  war  having  been  fully  carried  into 
execution,  I  refer  to  the  statement  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  for  the  information  which  may  be  proper 
on  that  subject.  To  that  statement  b  added  a  view 
of  the  transfers  of  appropriations,  authorized  by  the 
act  of  the  session  preceding  the  last,  and  of  the 
grounds  on  which  the  transfers  were  made. 

Whatever  may  be  the  course  of  your  deliberations 
on  the  subject  of  our  military  establishments,  I  should 
fail  in  my  duty  in  not  recommending  to  your  serious 
attention  the  importance  of  eiving  to  our  militia,  the 
great  bulwark  of  our  security  and  resource  of  our 
power,  an  organization  tlie  best  adapted  to  eventual 
situations,  for  which  the  United  States  ought  to  be 
prepared. 

The  sums  which  had  been  previously  accumulated 
in  the  Treasuxy,  together  with  the  receipts  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  80th  of  September  last,  and 
amounting  to  more  than  nine  millions  of  dollars, 
have  enabled  us  to  fulfil  all  our  engagements,  and  to 
defray  the  current  expenses  of  our  Government, 
without  recurring  to  any  loan.  But  the  insecurity 
of  our  commerce,  and  the  consequent  diminuation  of 
the  public  revenue,  will  probably  produce  a  defi- 
ciency in  the  receipts  of  the  ensuing  year,  for  which, 
and  for  other  details,  I  refer  to  the  statements  which 
will  be  transmitted  from  the  Treasury. 

In  the  state  which  has  been  presented  of  our 
affairs  with  the  ^eat  parties  to  a  disastrous  and  pro- 
tracted war,  carried  on  in  a  mode  equally  injurious 
and  unjust  to  the  United  States  as  a  neutral  nation, 
the  wisdom  of  the  National  Legislature  will  be  again 
summoned  to  the  important  decision  on  the  alterna- 
tives before  them.  That  these  will  be  met  in  a  spirit 
worthy  of  the  councils  of  a  nation  conscious  both  of 
its  rectitude  and  of  its  rights,  and  careful  as  well  of 
its  honor  as  of  its  peace,  I  have  an  entire  confidence. 
And  that  the  result  will  be  stamped  by  a  unanimity 
becoming  the  occasion,  and  be  supported  by  every 
piAtion  of  our  citizens,  with  a  patriotism  enlightened 
and  invigorated  by  experience,  ought  as  little  to  be 
doubted. 

In  the  midst  of  the  wrongs  and  vexations  experi- 
enced from  external  causes,  there  is  much  room  for 
congratulation  on  the  prosperity  and  happiness  flow- 
ing from  our  situation  at  home.  The  blessing  of 
health  has  never  been  more  universal.  The  Suits 
of  the  seasons,  though  in  particular  articles  and  dis- 
tricts short  of  their  usual  redundancy,  are  more  than 
sufficient  for  our  wants  and  our  comforts.  The  face  of 
our  countiy  every  where  presents  the  evidence  of  laud- 
able enterprise,  of  extensive  capital,  and  of  durable 
improvement.  In  a  cultivation  of  the  materials,  and 
the  extension  of  useful  manufactures^  more  especially 
in  the  general  application  to  household  fabrics,  we 
behold  a  rapid  diminution  of  our  dependence  on 
foreign  supplies.  Nor  is  it  unworthy  of  reflection, 
that  this  revolution  in  our  pursuits  and  habits  is  in 


no  slight  degree  a  consequence  of  those  impolitic 
and  arbitrary  edicts,  by  which  the  contending  na- 
tions, in  endeavoring,  each  of  them,  to  obstruct  oior 
trade  with  the  other,  have  so  far  abridged  our  means 
of  procuring  the  productions  and  manufactares  of 
which  our  own  are  now  taking  the  place. 

Recollecting,  alwaya,  that,  for  every  advantage 
which  may  contribute  to  distinguish  our  lot  from 
that  to  which  others  are  doomed  by  the  unhappy 
q)irit  (Jf  the  times,  we  are  indebted  to  that  Divine 
Providence  whose  goodness  has  been  so  zemariiablj 
extended  to  this  rising  nation,  it  becomes  us  to 
cherish  a  devout  gratitude,  and  to  implore,  from  tbe 
same  Onmipotent  source,  a  blessing  on  the  consulta- 
tions and  measures  about  to  be  undertaken  for  the 
welfare  of  our  beloved  countxj. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

NOYEKBEB  29,  1809. 

The  Message  and  documents  therein  referred 
to  wjsre  read,  and  five  faondred  copies  of  the 
Message,  and  also  five  hundred  copies  of  the 
Message  together  with  five  hundred  copies  of 
the  docameuts,  were  ordered  to  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Goodrich, 

lUsolveiy  unanmouslyj  That  the  members  of  the 
Senate,  from  a  sincere  desire  of  showing  their  re- 
spect to  the  memory  of  the  Honorable  Samuel  Whiti^ 
deceased,  late  a  member  thereof,  will  go  into  mourn- 
ing for  one  month,  by  the  usual  mode  of  wearing  a 
crape  round  the  left  arm. 


Thubsdat,  November  80. 

Philip  Keed,  from  the  State  of  Maryland,  at- 
tended. 

John  Cokdit,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  btate  of  Now  Jersej,  in  the 
place  of  Aaron  Kitchel,  resigned,  produced 
his  credentials,  which  were  read ;  and,  the  oath 
prescribed  by  law  having  been  administered  to 
him,  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 


Monday,  December  4. 

Richard  Bbent,  from  the  State  of  Yirginia, 
and  William  H.  Obawfobd,  from  the  State  of 
Georgia,  severally  attended. 

Samubl  Smith,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Maryland  from  the 
15th  of  November^  1809,  to  the  4th  of  March, 
1815,  produced  his  credentials,  which  were 
read ;  and  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  having 
been  administered  to  him,  he  took  his  seat  in 
the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  80th  of  No- 
vember, for  the  appointment  of  Chaplains,  and 
have  appointed  the  Rev.  Jessb  Leb  Chaplain  on 
their  part 


TuBSDAT,  December  5. 
The  Britith  Minuter. 
Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  first  instant,  reported  in  part  the  following 
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resolutioii ;  wl^h  was  read  i^e  first  time,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading: 

Besoived^  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
fM  <f^  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
semhML,  That  the  ezpresaioiis  oontained  in  the  <^- 
dal  Jetter  of  Francis  Jamea  Jackson,  Minister  Plen- 
ipotentimiy  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  near  Uie  United 
Statea,  dated  the  2dd  day  of  October,  1809,  and  ad- 
dressed to  Mr.  Smith,  Secretary  of  State,  conveying 
the  idea,  that  the  Executive  Govemment  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  had  knowledge  that  the  arrangement 
lately  made  by  Mr.  Erskine,  his  predecessor,  on  be- 
half of  his  Govemment,  with  the  Govemment  of  the 
United  States,  was  entered  into  without  competent 
powen  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Erskine  for  that  purpose, 
were  hig^ily  indecoroos  and  insolent ;  that  the  repe- 
tition of  tiie  same  intimation  in  his  official  letter 
dated  the  4tii  of  Noveniber,  1809,  after  he  was  ap- 
prised, by  the  asseveration  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
that  the  Ezecotive  Govemment  had  no  such  knowl- 
edge, and  that  if  it  had  possessed  sach  knowledge 
such  anangement  woold  not  have  been  entered  into 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  after  also  being 
officially  apprised  that  such  intimation  was  inadmis* 
sihle^  was  stOl  more  insolent  and  affronting;  and 
that,  ID  refosing  to  receive  any  further  communica- 
tions ficnm  him  in  consequence  of  these '  outrageous 
and  premeditated  insults,  the  Executive  Govemment 
has  manifested  a  just  regard  to  its  own  dignity  and 
honor,  as  well  as  to  the  character  and  interest  of  the 
American  pieople. 

That  the  letter  signed  Francis  James  Jackson, 
headed  "  drcnlsr,"  dated  the  18th  of  November, 
1809,  and  published  and  circulsted  through  the  conn- 
try,  is  a  stOl  more  direct  and  aggravated  insult  and 
affiront  to  the  American  people  and  their  Govem- 
ment, as  it  is  evidently  an  insidious  attempt  to  excite 
their  resentments  and  distrusts  agiunst  their  own 
Government,  by  appealing  to  them,  through  false  or 
fallacioas  disguises,  against  some  of  its  acts ;  and  to 
exdte  resentments  and  divisions  amongst  the  people 
themselves,  which  can  only  be  dishonorable  to  their 
own  characters  and  ruinous  to  their  own  interests ; 
and  llie  Congress  of  the  United  States  do  hereby  sol- 
emnly pledse  themselves  to  the  American  people  and 
to  tike  world  to  stand  by  and  support  the  Executive 
Government  in  its  refusal  to  receive  any  forther  com- 
mnnieations  from  the  said  Francis  James  Jackson, 
aod  to  call  into  action  the  whole  force  of  the  nation 
if  it  shonld  become  neoessary  in  consequence  of  the 
conduct  of  the  Execntive  Govemment  in  this  raspect 
to  repel  such  insults  and  to  assert  and  maintain  the 
rights,  the  honor,  and  the  interests  of  the  United 
Staftea. 

Privileges  of  Foreign  Ministers, 

Mr.  Giles,  fi*om  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported the  following  bill,  which  was  read  and 
paased  to  a  second  reading : 
A  bill  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  the  privileges  and  im- 

mnnities  enjoyed  by  Foreign  Ministers  within  the 

United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  d:c.,  That  if  any  foreign  Ambassa- 
dor, Minister,  or  other  person,  entitled  to  enjoy  with- 
in tile  United  States  the  privileges  and  immunities  of 
a  fiireign  Minister,  shall  have  committed,  or  may 
hereafter  commit,  any  such  act  as  by  the  laws  and 
nsagoi  of  nations  would  justify  the  Frasident  of  the 
United  States  in  ordering  such  offending  Ambassador, 
IGidster,  or  other  person  as  aforesaid,  out  of  the 


District  of  Columbia,  or  out  of  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States ;  or  in  sending  him  home  to  his  Sover- 
eign, or  to  some  place  or  territory  within  his  Sover- 
eign's jurisdiction;  in  every  such  case  whefe  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  deem  it  proper 
and  expedient  to  exercise  his  constitutional  authority, 
in  either  of  these  respects  he  shall  be,  and  is  hereby 
authorized  and  empowered  to  cause  a  warrant  to  be 
issued  and  signed  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  directed 
to  any  civil  officer  of  the  United  States,  autiiorized  to 
serve  process,  or  any  military  officer  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  States,  commanding  him  to  pro- 
vide for  and  enforce  the  departure  of  such  Ambassa- 
dor, Minister,  or  other  person  offending  as  aforesaid, 
taking  due  precautions  to  avoid  improper  or  unneces- 
sary violence  in  executing  such  warrant  And  all 
officers,  civil  and  military,  imder  the  authority  of  the 
United  States,  are  hereby  required  and  enjoined  to  be 
obedient  to  such  warrant.  And  in  case  any  officer, 
civil  or  military,  to  whom  such  warrant  shall  be  di- 
rected, shall  fail,  or  unreasonably  delay  to  execute 
the  same,  every  officer  so  offending  shaU  be  deemed 
guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  punished 
by  fine  and  imprisonment  befora  any  court  of  the 
United  States  having  cognizance  of  the  offence. 
Provided^  That  the  fine  shall  not  exceed dol- 
lars, nor  the  imprisonment  be  for  a  longer  time  than 
years. 

Mr.  Giles  gave  notice  that  he  shonld  call  for 
the  consideri|[tion  of  this  snbject  on  Thursday 
next. 


Fbidat,  December  8. 
The  British  Minister. 

The  resolution  reported  by  Mr.  Giles,  ap- 
proving the  conduct  of  the  Executive  in  refus- 
ing to  hold  any  further  communication  with 
Mr.  Jackson,  was  taken  up  in  the  Senate  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  resolution  hav- 
ing been  read, 

Mr.  Giles  rose,  and  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  President :  Before  I  proceed  to  perform 
the  duties  eigoined  upon  me  as  chairman  of  the 
committee  who  reported  the  resolution  before 
you,  permit  me  to  express  my  regret  that  the 
consideration  of  a  subject  which  iustly  excites 
so  much  sensibility  should  have  been  delayed, 
even  only  one  day,  on  my  account ;  and  be  as- 
•snred,  sir,  that  nothing  less  than  an  indisposi- 
tion, sufficient  to  Justify  it,  would  have  caused 
me  to  have  been  absent  from  my  place  yester- 
day. Perhaps,  sir,  I  owe  an  apology  to  the 
Senate  at  tlus  time  for  entering  into  this  debate 
imder  a  state  of  hoarseness,  which  must  neces- 
sarily disqualify  me,  in  some  degree,  from  dis- 
ohargfhg  my  duty  on  the  present  occasion. 
But,  sir,  it  is  a  subject  of  great  consolation  to 
me,  to  reflect  that  I  am  fortunately  favored 
with  associates  on  the  committee,  either  of 
whom  could  perform  the  task  I  am  now  en- 
gaged in  better  than  myself,  and  some  of  whom 
will  certainly  do  me  the  favor  of  correcting  any 
errors  I  may  unintentionally  commit,  or  supply- 
ing any  omissions  I  may  inadvertently  make. 

Although  it  appears  to  me  that  the  propriety 
and  urgency  of  the  resolution  now  under  con- 
sideration must  be  strongly  addressed,  both  to 
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the  judgment  and  sensibility  of  every  gentle- 
man who  has  carefully  attended  to  the  distribu- 
tion of  powers  under  our  constitution,  and  who 
has  also  carefully  attended  to  the  correspond- 
ence whidi  gave  rise  to  the  resolution,  yet,  in  a 
case  of  so  much  delicacy,  it  would  naturally  be 
expected)  and  is  a  respect  due  to  the  Senate, 
from  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  to  present 
to  it  at  least  some  of  the  general  motives  which 
induced  the  committee  to  report  the  resolution 
at  this  time. 

It  is  to  be  observed,  Mr.  President,  that  our 
constitution  is  peculiar  in  the  organization  and 
distribution  of  its  powers ;  and  in  no  respect  is 
it  more  peculiar  than  in  the  distribution  of  the 

ricular  powers  embraced  by  the  resolution, 
all  other  Governments  known  to  us,  the 
same  department  which  possesses  the  power  to 
receive  and  negotiate  witn  foreign  Ambassadors 
and  oUier  public  Ministers,  al^  possesses  the 
power  to  make  war.  It  has  been  thought  wise 
in  our  constitution  to  separate  these  powers. 
WitJi  a  simplicity  of  language,  and  a  solidity  of 
wisdom  almost  peculiar  to  our  constitution, 
the  President  is  invested  with  the  power  to  re- 
ceive Ambassadors  and  other  public  Ministers ; 
thus  using  the  broadest  terms  in  granting  this 
power,  without  even  an  attempt  at  limitation 
or  specification;  evidently  with  a  view  that 
all  the  incidental  or  consequential  powers  might 
flow  from  this  general  expression  to  the  depart- 
ment thus  invested  with  this  genenU  power. 
It  was  easy  to  foresee  (and  no  doubt  the 
framers  of  our  constitution  did  foresee)  that  the 
multiplicity  and  diversity  of  cases  which  would 
arise  in  the  course  of  various  diplomatic 
manoeuvres  and  negotiations,  would  set  at  de- 
fiance all  attempts  to  limit  or  specify  tiie  pow- 
ers of  the  department,  in  this  respect,  to  which 
these  powers  were  confided,  and  to  be  exercised 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States ;  and,  there- 
fore, every  attempt  of  that  kind  was  wisely 
avoided,  leaving  to  the  President  to  exercise 
his. authority  upon  his  own  responsibility,  to  be 
regulated  by  the  only  established  standard 
amongst  nations,  to  wit:  the  laws  and  usages 
of  nations.  For,  it  never  can  be  presumed,  sir, 
that  the  wise  sages  who  framed  our  excellent 
constitution  could  for  a  moment  hare  tolerated 
the  idea  that  the  Ministers  of  foreign  nations 
residing  near  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  should  possess  greater  privileges  and  im- 
munities tlian  the  Ministers  of  our  Government 
residing  near  foreign  Courts.  Of  course,  the 
same  laws — to  wit,  the  laws  and  usages"' of  na- 
tions— were  left  reciprocally  to  govern  in  every 
reciprocal  case* 

But,  sir,  notwithstanding  the  President  is  in- 
vested with  the  power  "  to  receive  Ambassadors 
and  other  public  Ministers,"  and,  as  I  think,  all 
other  incidental  or  consequential  powers  ap- 
plicable to  the  various  agencies  with  such  Am- 
bassadors and  other  public  Ministers,  yet  Oon- 
gress  Ib  invested  with  the  power,  without  limit- 
ation or  qualification,  *^  to  declare  war."  J^ow, 
air,  it  must  be  obvious  to  every  understanding^ 


that  these  several  powers  are  sdintLouitely  con- 
nected, and  may  be  so  dependent  upon  each 
other,  that  the  exercise  of  the  power  conceded 
to  the  President  may  consequentially  invcdva 
the  neciessity  of  the  exercise  of  the  power  oon- 
ceded  to  Oongress,  as  in  the  case  now  under 
conside^ation.  The  refusal  of  the  ExecutiTe  to 
receive  any  further  communications  fh>m  His 
Britannic  Mi^esty's  Minister,  (Mr.  JacksoiO 
may  consequentially  involve  us  in  war  with 
Great  Britain ;  or,  m  other  words,  may  sarre 
as  a  pretext  for  Great  Britain  to  make  war 
upon  us,  if  she  should  conceive  it  her  interest  to 
do  so,  which  I  think  not  very  improbableu 
Hence  arises,  in  my  Judgment,  the  proprie^and 
urgency  of  expres^on  of  the  CongressioDal 
opinion  upon  this  Executive  act,  and  a  dedara- 
tion  of  the  Congressional  will  as  to  the  ooorae 
of  conduct  Congress  will  pursue  under  any  con- 
sequences which  may  flow  from,  or  possibly  be 
attributed  to,  this  Executive  act 

I  conceive,  sir,  that  the  expression  of  this 
opinion,  and  the  pledge  of  a  solemn  declaration, 
by  Congress,  are  due  to  the  people,  because  the 
people  have  the  greatest  interest  in  the  charac- 
ter of  their  Government;  and  in  no  part  of  its 
attributes  have  a  deeper  interest  than  in  its  eflS- 
cacy  to  resist  and  impel  injuries  and  insults 
from  foreign  Governments.  The  people,  also, 
are  the  mediate  or  imme^te  electors  of  Gon- 
ffress,  and  as  such  have  a  right  to  expect  and 
demand  that  Congress  will  execute  all  Uieir  du- 
ties, and  will  never  shrink  from  their  constitii- 
tional  responsibility  in  any  case;  and,  last  <^ 
all,  in  a  case  of  so  nigh  and  solenm  a  character 
as  the  one  under  consideration. 

This  course  of  conduct  is  essentiallv  due  to  the 
Executive.  The  President  ought  to  know  whe- 
ther, with  the  indispensable  co-operation  of 
Congress,  he  ought  to  proceed  with  dignified 
moderation  and  intelligence  to  assert  and  main- 
tein  the  rights,  the  honor,  and  the  interests,  of 
the  American  people ;  or  whether,  for  the  want 
of  that  co-operation,  he  shall  with  shame  anA 
confusion  of  &ce  be  compelled  to  retrace  his 
stops,  and  leave  to  Congress  to  abandon  these 
high  attributes  of  the  nation,  and,  witi^  their 
degradation,  to  record  their  country's  ruin  and 
di^ace.  No,  sir,  it  is  not  possible  that  an 
American  Congress  does  exist,  or  can  ever  ex- 
ist, that  would  not  spurn  from  themselves 
every  vestige  of  an  idea  that  they  could  be 
brought,  under  any  circumstances,  to  perform 
so  degrading  and  dishonorable  a  task,  it  is  im- 
periously demanded  by  the  dignity  and  candor 
of  Congress  itself.  What,  sir,  sliall  the  exercise 
of  one  of  the  highest  constitutional  frmctions  of 
Congress  be  brought  into  question,  and  every 
individual  in  the  nation  engaged  in  expresdnx 
an  opinion  on  it ;  and  shall  Congress  alone  stand 
alooi^  for  fear  of  incurring  a  responsibility  im- 
posed on  them  by  the  constitution  ?  Shall  Con- 
gress stand  by  as  idle  spectators,  and  see  a  con- 
test before  the  people,  between  the  President 
and  a  foreign  Minister,  and  feel  no  interest  and 
teke  no  share  in  such  an  unprecedented  soene^ 
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especially  when  one  of  their  highest  constitu- 
tional Ainctions  may  he  affected  hy  it  I  No, 
sir.  Congress  must  speak — Congress  mnst  act. 
Congress  never  can  shrink  from  its  constitu- 
tional responsibility.  It  is  due  to  the  dignity — 
it  is  demanded  from  the  candor— of  Congress. 

Above  all,  sir,  it  is  important  to  the  United 
States  'as  a  nation,  that  the  Congressional  will 
slionld  be  proclaimed  upon  this  delicate  and  sol- 
emn occasion.  Itis  of  importance,  it  may  be  of  the 
last  importance,  to  the  United  States,  that  Great 
Britain  should  know,  before  she  decides  upon  thb 
sabjectjwhat  is  the  Congressional  will  in  relation 
toit  'Whether  she  will  be  called  upon  to  act 
against  an  united,  harmonized  Government  and 
people — or  whether  she  shall  have  for  her  prey,  a 
divided  people  and  a  discordant  Government. 

Do  you  believe,  Mr.  President,  that  the  con- 
duct of  Great  Britain  would  be  very  different 
under  these  different  conditions  of  die  people 
and  Government  of  the  United  States  f  Let 
me  ask  you  this  question,  sir :  would  you  not, 
sir,  if  you  were  Prime  Minister  of  Great  Britain, 
consulting  her  interest  alone,  pursue  a  very 
different  course  of  conduct  under  this  different 
state  of  things?  Let  every  gentleman  put  the 
question  to  himself;  and  the  answer  of  every  one 
would  be  the  same.  Why  then,  sir,  do  we  not 
unanimously  take  the  ground  here  which,  if  we 
were  called  upon  to  act  in  an  opposite  hostile 
character,  would  most  certainly  deter  us  from 
persevering  in  that  hostile  character  against  the 
United  States?  Sir,  if  there  had  been  any  doubt 
upon  this  Bulyect,  our  late  experience  ought  to 
have  removed  it ;  for,  rir,  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying,  and  with  pain  at  heart  I  shall  be  com- 
pelled  to  show  it  in  the  course  of  this  debate, 
that,  in  my  judgment,  our  present  embarrass- 
ments are  too  much  to  be  ascribed  to  our  former 
manifestations  of  indecision,  to  our  unfortunate 
dissenaons  and  divisions.  Sir,  whenever  J  ap- 
proach this  sorrowful  and  awful  subject,  my 
heart  feels  as  if  it  were  bleeding  at  every  pore, 
when  I  am  compelled  to  reflect  and  to  believe, 
that  this  our  beloved  and  happy  country  may 
diortly  become  a  bleeding  victim,  frx>m  wounds 
— if  not  inflicted  by  the  hands  of  her  own  sons, 
at  least  b^  their  unhappy  divisions  and  dissen- 
sions. Yes,  sir,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  what 
is  pasty  and  strong  presages  of  what  is  to  come, 
is  it  not  deplorable  to  be  compelled  to  think, 
that,  in  a  very  few  months,  perhaps  in  a  still 
shorter  time,  American  blood  must  be  shed, 
to  repel  the  hostile  spirit  of  Great  Britain,  now 
rendered  too  manifest  to  everv  understanding ; 
and  worse  than  all,  sir,  to  wash  away  the  stains 
of  our  own  unfortunate  divisions  and  dissen- 
sions; and  is  it  not  wonderful,  as  it  is  deplor- 
aiUe,  that  the  virtuous  and  patriotic  American 
people,*and  sometimes  called  the  most  enlight- 
ened in  the  world,  with  the  experience  of  the  hor- 
rible consequences,  through  all  ages,  of  the 
divisions  of  a  people  amongst  themselves, 
shodld  permit  themselves  firom  the  same  cause, 
to  fidl  a  prey  to  the  same  inevitable  calamities? 

Look,  Mr.  President,  through  all  history,  from 


the  first  dispute  between  Cain  and  Abel,  down 
to  the  late  disastrous  dissensions  between  the 
Spanish  branch  of  the  Bourbon  dynasty,  and 
find  if  you  can,  sir,  a  single  instance  of  a  people 
who  gained  any  advantage  from  dissensions 
among  themselves,  and  especially,  sir,  when 
they  carried  them  so  fiu-,  as  to  join  a  foreign 
against  their  country's  standard!  I  believe, 
sir,  not  one  solitary  instance  of  this  kind  stands 
recorded.  Nor  is  it  po«sible  or  practicable  in 
any  state  of  human  affairs — because  in  all  cases, 
the  foreign  interference  in  the  internal  con- 
cerns of  its  neighbors  is  always  for  its  own  and 
never  for  its  neighbor's  benefit.  With  these 
monitory  lessons  before  our  eyes,  and  a  frill 
conviction  of  their  truth  upon  our  hearts,  is  it 
not  wonderful,  that  we  should  voluntarily  give 
up  ourselves  victims  to  the  same  calamities  ? 
But,  sir,  gentlemen  may  ask,  where  is  the 
remedy  ?  How  can  we  make  a  sacrifice  of  our 
own  opinions?  Sir,  the  case  is  a  plain  one. 
Let  gentlemen  exercise  their  opinions  and  per- 
severe in  their  arguments  at  all  times  respecting 
our  internal  concerns,  as  well  before  as  after 
the  measures  are  adopted ;  let  them,  respecting 
our  foreign  relations,  urge  their  arguments  with 
a  zeal  proportioned  to  the  magnitude  of  theisub- 
ject;  they  will  be  pleasurably  received,  and 
respectftilly  considered;  but  aiter  the  Govern- 
ment has  taken  its  attitude  against  a  foreign  na- 
tion, it  would  be  going  too  far  to  desert  its  stand- 
ard, and  to  join  that  of  the  enemy.  It  is  then 
time  for  opinion  to  pause  and  reflect,  whether 
any  consequence  can  be  worse,  or  more  dis- 
graceful, than  joining  a  foreign  against  its  coun- 
try's standard?  Whether  it  would  not  be  bet- 
ter, more  patriotic,  more  virtuous,  to  support 
your  country  even  in  a  supposed  unwise  course 
of  policy,  than  to  join  a  foreign  standard,  and 
use  it  to  correct  and  change  the  course  of 
policy  thus  disapproved? 

Sir,  in  a  contest  between  your  own  and  a 
foreign  nation,  it  never  can  be  wrong  to  join 
the  standard  of  your  own  country;  nor  right 
to  join  the  standard  of  your  enemy.  Then,  sir, 
here  is  a  rallying  point.  It  is  a  plain  and  ob- 
vious one.  No  understanding  can  mistake 
it.  No  heart  can  disapprove  it.  It  is  our 
own  Government.  Let  that  be  the  rsdlying 
point.  There  never  can  be  a  more  propitious 
moment  than  the  present  for  casting  into  ob- 
livion all  former  irritations  and  dissensions. 
There  can  never  be  a  plainer  case  presented  to 
the  human  understanding.  There  never  were 
more  urgent  considerations  in  favor  of  the 
course  recommended.  Whether  we  respect 
their  repulsive  effects  upon  British  hostility  or 
their  harmonizing  effects  among  ourselves,  they 
appear  to  me  to  be  equally  strong  and  persuasive. 
May  I  not  then,  sir,  indulge  the  pleasing  hopei 
that  the  resolution  before  you  will  be  received 
as  the  signal  of  unanimity  in  Congress,  and  ioy- 
fully  haued  in  that  character  through  the  whole 
of  this  great  and  extended  country?  Sir,  does 
it  not  manifest  a  strange  perverseness  in  the 
human  character,  for  us  to  observe  that,  when 
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it  is  perfectly  at  our  option,  we  should  choose 
to  distress  and  iigore  ourselves  by  irritations 
and  resentments,  rather  than  delight  onrselyes 
-with  union  and  harmony  and  mntual  good 
offices?  Especially,  sir,  when  the  latter 
choice  would  command  the  respect,  if  not 
excite  the  alarm  of  our  enemy.  For,  sir,  do 
you  believe  that  if  Great  Britain  saw  the  strong 
arm  of  this  nation  stretched  out  to  oppose  her 
unjust  spirit  of  hostility,  guided  in  all  its  opera- 
tions by  one  undivided .  will,  she  woidd  so 
readily  encounter  its  powerful  influence,  as  if 
she  saw  it  paralyzed  in  all  its  efforts  from  the 
want  of  a  unity  of  wiU  and  action  ?  No,  sir, 
we  undervalue  our  energies  and  importance,  if 
we  were  to  suppose  that  her  conduct  would  be 
the  same  in  both  of  these  ^tuations ;  or  that 
she  is  at  all  indifferent  to  the  course  of  conduct 
now  to  be  pursued  b^  us.  Let  us  l^en  cJl 
unite,  sir,  in  this  proposition,  and  disappoint  her 
mistaken  calculations  upon  her  influence  in  tliis 
country.  I  verily  believe,  that  union  is  all  tibat 
is  wanting  to  appease  her  hostile  spirit  towards 
us.  But  perhaps,  ur,  every  gentleman  present 
will  admit,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  no  human 
being  can  deny,  that  if  the  facts  stated  in  the 
resolution  be  supported  by  the  correspondence 
upon  which  it  is  founded,  that  then  every  gen- 
tleman would  readily  assent  to  the  resolution. 
But,  sir,  it  is  possible,  although  it  appears  to  be 
scarcely  possible,  that  some  genttemen  may 
doubt  whether  the  facts  stated  in  the  resolution 
be  supported  by  the  correspondence  or  not.  This 
I  admit  is  a  fair  though  delicate  inquiry,  and  I 
will  therefore  imme£ately  proceed  to  the  ex- 
amination of  that  question — ^and  I  beg  the  most 
critical  attention  ot  the  Senate  in  the  course  of 
the  investigation. 

I  will  now  proceed,  Mr.  President,  to  inquire 
whether  the  facts  stated  in  the  resolution  are 
supported  by  the  correspondence  upon  which  it 
is  founded?  In  performing  this  task,  I  propose 
to  read  the  whole  of  the  correspondence  which 
I  conceive  bears  any  material  relation  to  the 
subject  of  the  resolution,  and  no  other;  al- 
though the  whole  may  not  be  entitled  to,  nor 
receive  any  animadversions  from  me,  yet  as  my 
sole  object  is  to  get  at  the  true  exposition  and 
meaning  of  the  correspondence,  if  I  should  un- 
fortunately omit,  misconceive,  or  misinterpret 
any  material  part  of  it,  I  shall  have  the  conso- 
lation to  reflect,  that,  by  presenting  the  whole, 
the  means  of  my  correction  in  either  case  will 
be  presented  to  the  Senate  and  t^e  world,  if  the. 
observations  I  propose  now  to  make  should 
ever  find  their  way  out  of  the  walls  of  this 
Chamber.  I  shall  sdso  present  this  correspond- 
ence in  its  reffl^nsive  order,  which  will  be 
found  to  be  indispensable  to  the  due  compre- 
hension of  some  of  its  most  essential  parts. 

Permit  me,  then,  sir,  to  call  your  attention 
first  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Jackson  to  Mr.  Smith, 
dated  the  11th  October,  1809,  pages  82, 88,  of 
the  printed  documents.  For,  sir,  although  this 
letter  is  not  mentioned  in  the  resolution,  yet  it 
furnishes  the  original  ofl'ensive  insinuations,  and 


\b  referred  to  and  reiterated  in  the  letter  of  the 
28d  October,  which  is  noticed  in  the  resolution, 
and  therefore  the  offensive  ezpresnons  of  the 
letter  of  the  11th  are  entitled  to,  and  shall  re- 
ceive, the  most  accurate  and  critical  attention 
and  analysis. 

[Here  the  exoeptionable  passages  were  read.] 

Now,  sir,  after  thus  stripping  this  extraor- 
dinary sentence  of  all  its  disguises,  and  translat- 
ing it  into  plain  English,  to  what  does  it  amount  f 
Why,  sir,  certainly  and  unquestaonably  to  this : 
— ^i ou,  Mr.  Smith,  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States,  have  entered  into  an  arrange- 
ment with  my  predecessor,  Mr.  Erskine,  under 
such  scandalous  and  dishonorable  circumstances 
as  could  only  lead  to  a  disavowal  of  it ;  and 
you  yourself  were  so  well  apprised  of  tbem, 
and  so  conscious  of  their  inevitable  operation, 
as  even  to  think  it  unreasonable  to  complain  of 
the  disavowaL  I  defy  gentlemen  to  give  to 
this  offensive  paragraph  any  other  fau*  and 
correct  interpretation ;  and  if  this  be  the  fair 
and  correct  one,  can  you  conceive,  mr,  of  an 
insult  more  outrageous  and  premeditated  ?  And 
will  you  not  be  surprised,  sir,  to  be  told  that 
the  insult  does  not  stop  here ;  that,  as  offen- 
sive as  it  already  appears,  it  does  not  atop 
here;  that  it  is  stiU  further  aggravated?  Tea, 
sir,  Mr.  Jackson,  not  content  with  making  this 
extraordinaJT"  and  insolent  communication  in 
its  ordinary  form,  underscores  the  words  ^'  ooold 
only,"  containing  the  point  or  gist  of  the  insolt, 
thus  aggravating  the  act,  either  by  the  diitnist 
thus  manifested  of  Mr.  Smith's  mental  percep- 
tions ;  or  by  letting  Mr.  Smith  know,  that  the 
insult  was  known  to.  and  intentionally  given  by 
Mr.  Jackson ;  for  tne  underscoring  could  not 
have  had  any  other  object  in  view.  In  this  im- 
pudent act  of  underscoring,  Mr.  Jackson  reminds 
me,  sir,  of  a  set  of  miserable,  conceited  pre- 
tenders to  wit,  who,  having  great  confidence  in 
the  aouteness  of  their  own  mental  perceptiona. 
and  very  little  in  that  of  their  hearers,  will 
kindly  and  compassionately  explain  the  point 
of  wit  to  their  hearers,  before  they  approiich  it 
in  the  recital  of  the  story,  to  prepare  and  qualify 
the  hearers'  minds  to  join  in  the  laugh  intended 
to  be  produced  by  it.  Yes,  sir,  this  nndersoor- 
ing  was  as  much  as  saying  to  Mr.  Smith,  I  am 
afraid  that  I  have  so  nicely  wrapped  this  insolt 
in  the  veil  of  mysteries  and  disguises,  that  it 
may  escape  observation  from  the  obtuseness  of 
your  mental  perception,  but  am  determined  it 
shall  not.  I  have  underscored  it  for  yon ;  yon 
shall  look  at  it ;  you  shall  know  that  I,  Mr.  Jack- 
son, understand  and  mean  it  I  have  wrapped  it 
up  in  mystery  and  disguise  to  be  sure,  but  I  will 
rend  the  vei]^  I  will  make  an  eyelet  hole  for 
you,  that  you  shall  look  through,  and  behold 
the  insult  in  all  its  front  of  grossness  and  im- 
podence. 

But,  sir,  if  Mr.  Jackson  had  then  known,  as 
well  as  he  now  does,  the  dignified  character,  the 
high  sensibility,  and  the  correct  intelligence  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  he  would  have  found 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


178 


Dbcbmbbb,  1809.] 


Conduct  qf  Ae  Brkitk  Minuter. 


[Skcatb. 


it  more  honorable  to  himself  to  have  spared  bis 
insult  altogether,  or  at  least  might  have  spared 
himself  the  trouble  of  underscoring.  8ir,  I 
conceive  this  insolt  so  gross  and  outrageous  tnat 
I  am  sarprised  how  the  Executive  Government 
could  reconcile  it  to  itself  to  proceed  another 
step  in  the  communications  with  Mr.  Jackson. 
Certainly,  sir,  proceeding  beyond  this  point 
manifests  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  great 
moderation,  great  forbearance,  and  a  conde- 
scension scarcely  excusable ;  and,  sir,  I  am  per- 
fectly snre,  that  nothing  could  have  induced  it 
to  consider  snch  gross  intimations  argumenta- 
tively,  but  the  ardent  and  sincere  desire  which 
has  invariably  actuated  the  present,  as  well  as 
the  last,  Administration  to  preserve  peace  and 
eulUvate  harmony  and  a  good  understanding 
with  Great  Britain.  And,  sir,  we  shall  see,  in 
the  course  of  this  investigation,  how  it  has  been 
requited  for  this,  as  well  as  for  all  former  acts 
of  moderation,  forbearance,  and  condescension. 

Let  me  now,  sir,  select  out  of  the  quotation 
another  extraordinary  expression,  for  a  few 
animadversions,  in  the  following  words :  "  But 
the  very  act  of  substitution  evidently  shows 
that  those  original  conditions  were  in  fact  very 
explicitly  communicated  to  you,  and  by  you,  of 
course,  laid  before  the  P^dent  for  his  con- 
sideration." 

It  is  somewhat  curious  to  observe  what  stress 
Mr.  Jackson  placed  through  the  whole  of  his 
correspondence,  upon  what  he  is  here  pleased 
to  term  *'the  very  act  of  substitution,"  and  de- 
monstrates to  every  impartial  mind  how  slender 
are  the  pretexts  with  which  Mr.  Jackson  is  fiir- 
nished,  to  apologize  for,  or  rather  to  equivocate 
about  the  disavowal  of  Mr.  Erskine's  arrange- 
ment. Let  me,  therefore,  inquire,  in  what  this 
horrible  act  of  substitution,  as  Mr.  Jackson 
would  make  it  appear,  consists?  Why,  sir, 
simply  in  this:  That  the  three  inadmissible 
conditions  mentioned  in  one  of  the  despatdies 
to  Mr.  Erskine,  were  verbally  communicat- 
ed to  Mr.  Smith,  and  insisted  upon  by  Mr. 
Erakine,  and  that  Mr.  Smith,  in  rejecting  those 
conditioiis  verbally,  and  with  great  propriety 
and  frankness,  told  Mr.  Erskine  what  conditions 
he  might  obtain.  Mr.  Erskine,  upon  a  review 
of  all  his  letters  of  instructions,  finding  it  im- 
possible to  obtain  his,  the  three  conditions  first 
proposed,  oonoeived  himself  fuUy  empowered 
to  propose  those  which  possibly  might  have 
been  intimated  to  him  by  Mr.  Smith  in  conver- 
sation ;  and  the  arrangement  was  accordin^y 
and  promptly  made  between  these*  two  genUe- 
men  on  the  part  of  their  respective  Govern- 
ments. And  now  let  me  ask  you,  sir,  what  is 
there  dishonorable,  unfair,  or  even  unusual  in 
this  proceeding,  which  is  the  whole  amount  of 
Mr.  Jackson's  **very  act  of  substitution."  Sir, 
it  is  very  easy  to  see,  that  Mr.  Jackson  keeps 
his  ingenuity  constantly  upon  the  stretch  re- 
ipecting  this  very  act  of  substitution,  evidently 
with  a  view  of  producing  an  impression  by  the 
innnnation,  that  the  Executive  Government  of 
the  United  States  had  more  than  its  share  in 


that  arrangement,  and,  in  fact,  was  concerned 
in  a  dishonorable  and  scandalous  combination 
with  his  predecessor,  Mr.  Erskine,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  producing  the  arrangement.  Which 
insinuation,  if  true,  must  represent  Mr.  Erskine 
as  a  fool,  a  knave,  or  a  traitor,  or  all  three,  and 
our  Executive  Government  still  further  lost 
to  every  honorable  sentiment,  and  utterly  desti- 
tnte  of  even  the  most  ordinary  understanding. 
An  insinuation  so  insidious  and  affronting,  can- 
not fail  to  excite  the  indignation  and  contempt? 
of  every  patriotic  heart  in  America.  But, 
fortunately  for  the  Executive  Crovemment,  Mr. 
Erskine's  previous  explanation  of  this  point  to 
our  Government  strips  the  transaction  of  every 
shadow  of  a  shade  of  a  doubt,  of  which  Mr. 
Jackson  perhaps  was  not  apprised  at  the  time 
he  was  employed  in  devising  the  gross  inMnua- 
tion.  Yes,  sir,  this  was  one  miserable  effort  of 
Mr.  Jackson  to  reproach  our  Executive  Gov- 
ernment for  an  act  for  which  it  merited,  and 
universally  received,  the  sincere  applause  and 
grateful  thanks  of  the  American  people.  It 
restored  the  Executive,  as  it  ought  to  have 
done,  to  universal  confidence,  and  utterly  rooted, 
out  every  doubt  of  its  sincerity  in  its  diplomatic 
intercourse  with  Great  Britain,  under  which 
some  of  our  misled  and  mistaken  citizens,  for  a 
while,  unfortunately  labored.  For  the  moment 
terms  were  proposed  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain,  which  could,  with  honor  or  propriety, 
be  accepted  by  the  United  States :  they  were 
frankly  and  promptlv  accepted  by  the  Execu- 
tive, regardless  of  all  consequences  from  any 
other  quarter.  Sir,  there  is  another  part  of  this 
quotation  which  requires  a  few  animadversions. 
I  allude,  sir,  to  the  first  solemn  declaration 
made  to  this  Government  by  Mr.  Jackson,  re- 
specting the  despatch,  in  which  the  conditions 
were  prescribed  to  Mr.  Erskine.  It  is  in  the 
following  words : 

[Here  Mr.  Giles  read  the  paragraphs  from  Mr. 
Jackson's  letter,  which  charged  that  Mr.  Erskine  had 
shown  to  Mr.  Smith,  Secretary  of  State,  the  inadmis- 
sible conditions  laid  down  in  Mr.  Canning's  despatch; 
and  then  read  Mr.  Erskine's  statement  that  he  had 
not  shown  that  part  of  Mr.  Canning's  despatch,  and 
giving  the  reason  why  he  had  not  done  it] 

It  is  to  be  observed  from  this  quotation,  in 
the  first  place,  sir,  that  Mr.  Erskine  explicitly 
disavows  ever  having  shown  the  Executive 
Government  the  despatch  containing  the  inad- 
missible conditions;  and  thus  entirely  excul- 
pates it  ih>m  the  odious  imputation  attempted 
to  be  thrown  on  it  by  Mr.  Jackson,  and  for  this 
respectful  forbearance  to  our  Government,  he 
is  certainly  entitled  to  the  applause  of  his  own. 
In  the  next  place,  Mr.  Erskine  explicitly  states 
that  the  despatch  in  question  contained  but  one 
part  of  his  instructions,  and  that  he  thought 
that,  from  the  spirit  at  least  of  his  several  let- 
ters of  instructions,  he  was  fully  authorized  to 
make  the  arrangement  he  had  done.  And  I 
think  there  is  very  little  doubt  but  he  hadr^ 
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that  Mr.  Erskine  still  thinks  so,  there  can  be 
no  doubt — ^for  he  nowhere  says  he  is  now  con- 
vinced that  his  powers  were  inooinpetent — ^he 
only  says,  that  the  disavowal  by  His  Majesty 
is  a  painM  proof  to  him,  that  he  had  formed  an 
erroneous  judgment  of  His  Majesty's  views  and 
the  intentions  of  his  instructions.  Whether  or 
not  he  had  formed  an  erroneous  view  of  His 
Mfgesty's  views,  or  the  intention  of  his  instruc- 
tions, 1  imaguie,  will  depend  very  much  upon 
the  point  of  time  to  which  the  judgment  he  had 
formed  is  referable.  If  it  be  reterred  to  the 
time  of  Mr.  Oakley's  mission,  I  am  inclined  to 
think  he  had  neither  formed  an  erroneous  judg- 
ment of  His  Migesty's  views,  nor  the  intentions 
of  his  instructions ;  but,  if  he  refers  to  the  time 
of  the  disavowal,  then  I  think  it  pretty  certtun, 
he  had  formed  an  erroneous  judgment  of  both 
—for  I  have  no  doubt  but  His  li^esty's  views 
at  least  had  completely  changed  between  these 
two  periods  of  time,  and  the  real  cause  of  this 
change,  and  of  the  disavowal  itself,  is  to  be 
looked  for  in  the  occurrences  whidi  took  place, 
both  in  Europe  and  in  the  United  States,  dur- 
ing that  interval  No,  sir,  the  want  of  powers 
<m  the  part  of  Mr.  Erskine  is  not  the  true  cause 
of  the  disavowal.  I  will  now  ventore  to  con- 
jecture the  true  cause,  and,  if  it  be  the  right 
one,  the  case  will  be  a  plain  one,  and  all  equivo- 
cations in  the  explanations  rendered  unneces- 
sary. To  do  this,  sir,  I  must  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  state  of  events  in  Europe  and  in  the 
United  States,  at  these  different  periods  of  time. 
Mr.  Oakley's  mission  was  immediatdy  after  the 
British  Qovemment  was  apprised  of  the  precip- 
itate retreat  of  Su*  John  Moore's  army  from 
Spain,  and  the  fortune  escape  of  the  remains  of 
it  from  Corunna.  The  affairs  of  Spain,  which 
had  before  excited  such  high  expectations  in 
the  British  Cabinet^  were  given  up  as  hopeless, 
&c.  Cotemporaneously  with  a  knowleoge  of 
these  events,  the  British  Government  was  also 
informed  of  the  measures  of  resistance  against 
her  outrageous  aggressions,  contemplated  by 
Congress ;  which  she  then  believed  would  cer- 
tainly be  carried  into  effect,  &c  Such  was  the 
state  of  things  at  the  time  of  sending  the  de- 
spatches by  Mr.  Oakley.  At  the  time  of  the  disa- 
vowal, a  new  coalition  had  been  formed,  Aus- 
tria had  boldly  entered  into  t^e  war  against 
fVance,  and  the  Spaniards  had  been  animated 
into  further  efforts  at  resistance,  which  excited 
new  hopes  of  success,  &c. 

In  this  country,  too,  sir— it  pains  my  heart  to 
be  compelled  to  recite  the  circumstances— -our 
contemplated  measures  of  resistance  had  been 
relaxed,  and  the  whole  country  exhibited  such 
scenes  of  divisions  and  disaffections  as  paralyzed 
in  some  degree  the  movements  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  wish,  sir,  I  could  throw  a  shade  of  ob- 
Uvion  over  these  unfortunate  scenes,  or  recol- 
lect them  only  as  they  furnish  the  strongest 
argument.  Indeed,  sir,  they  point  with  an 
intallible  index  to  the  course  it  now  becomes  us 
to  pursue.  Yes,  sir,  it  is  to  these  changes  in 
the'state  of  things,  you  are  to  look  for  the  real 


causes  of  the  disavowal,  and  not  to  the  want  of 
competent  instructions  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Er- 
skine ;  and  it  would  have  been  more  dignified  on 
the  part  of  the  British  Government  to  have  told 
us  so  at  once.  She  would  then  have  said  to  us, 
the  state  of  things  is  changed  ;  at  the  time  of 
giving  the  instructions,  I  was  depressed  from  a 
combination  of  untoward  events;  I  am  now 
flushed  with  new  hopes  of  elevation  and  of 
triumph.  Besides,  you  have  convinced  me  thai 
you  are  untrue  to  yourselves — ^that  yon  will 
shrink  from  the  assertion  and  support  oi  your 
own  rights — ^if  you  will  not,  I  am  not  bound  to 
respect  them,  &e.  I  was  then  down,  I  am  now 
up,  and  therefore  I  cannot  grant  you,  in  a  q>irit 
of  triumph,  what  I  solemnly  promised  in  a 
spirit  of  despondency— I  now  find  this  the  most 
favorable  moment  for  establishing  my  favmte 
doctrine  of  the  despotism  of  the  ocean ;  and  I 
cannot,  and  will  not  deprive  myself  of  the  ad- 
vantage merely  to  avoid  the  imputati(»i  of  bad 
faith.  Tes,  sir,  this  woold  have  been  a  much 
more  correct  and  dignified  course  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain  than  the  miserable  effort  made  bj 
Mr.  Canning  in  devising  an  ingenious  ment^ 
retort,  for  converting  the  bad  faith  of  his  own 
Government,  in  the  disavowal  of  the  arrange- 
ment, into  a  reproach  upon  ours,  for  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  that  arrangement  waa 
pretended  to  have  been  made.  It  is  true,  sir, 
that  in  the  one  case  there  would  have  been  an 
admission  of  mala  Jides^  which  is  basely  at- 
tempted to  be  avoided  by  a  miserable  snbtnfoge 
in  the  other;  but,  then  the  British  Oabinet 
would  have  had  the  consolation  of  having  toM 
the  truth,  taken  the  responsibility  upon  tiiem- 
selves  and  set  us  at  defiance;  and  we  ahoold 
have  been  left  to  our  own  remedy,  with  a  po^ 
feet  understanding  of  the  case.  She  would, 
also,  have  had  the  plea  of  necessity,  the  old* 
fashioned  plea  of  tyrants,  and,  indeed,  of  every- 
body else,  who  has  no  better;  but  this  is  not 
Mr.  Canning's  mode  of  doing  business;  he 
chooses  to  act  by  tricks  and  contrivances ;  and, 
in  the  case  of  the  disavowal,  by  a  mental  retoriL 
fiowing  solely  from  his  own  visionary  mentid 
conceits,  without  a  fact  or  pretext  for  its  sap- 
port. 

Mr.  President,  I  am  told  that  Mr.  Canning  is 
a  professed  punster.  But,  sir,  I  would  not  con- 
descend to  make  the  observation  here,  bad  he 
not,  after  heaping  upon  us,  during  the  whole  of 
his  administration,  every  iigury  and  insult  in 
his  power,  at  the  dose  of  it  placed  us  in  a  ludi- 
crous situation  by  imposing  on  us  an  obliga- 
tion,  in  a  grave  and  serious  concern  to  the 
nation,  of  expounding  his  equivoques,  and  un- 
riddling his  riddles.  I  reallv  feel  some  oonde* 
scension  in  being  compelled,  in  my  plaoe,  to 
hunt  out  for  his  and  Mr.  Jackson's  meaning^ 
through  a  transition  of  sentences,  a  collocation 
of  words,  and  a  shifting  of  verbiage.  And  in- 
dulge me,  sir,  with  remarking,  that  I  oonodva 
the  situation  of  a  nation  never  can  be  more 
disastrous,  calamitous,  and  lamentable,  than 
when  its  great  and  serious  afSurs  are  placed  in, 
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the  hands  of  a  parcel  of  punsters.  For,  sir,  men 
of  minds  of  that  description  are  too  mucn  em- 
ployed in  the  pleasing  amusement  of  looking  out 
for  corruscations  of  wit  and  sentiment,  to  have 
any  leisure  for  the  more  dull  and  unpleasurahle 
hosineas  of  observing  and  marking  the  ^eat 
oocurrences  in  human  affairs,  and  of  devising 
means  of  giving  them  a  direction  favorable  to 
their  own  views,  or  to  thfeir  country's  interests. 
No,  sir,  this  is  too  dull  and  plodding  a  pursuit 
for  men  of  such  light,  flitting,  brilliant  imagina- 
tions, and  if  ever  Siey  unfortunately  undertake 
it,  they  soon  find  the  woful  misapplication  of 
talents.  I^  sir,  any  illustration  were  wanting 
of  the  correctness  of  these  observations,  it  could 
nowhere  be  found  better  than  in  an  attentive 
review  of  the  historical  events  which  occurred 
daring  Uie  late  British  administration — ^the  ad- 
ministration of  the  energetic^  the  brilliant,  the 
sarcastic,  the  facetious,  the  Joking  Mr.  Oanning. 
He  has  carried  his  joking  propensities  far  in- 
deed. It  may  be  truHy  said  he  jests  at  scars 
indeed — at  scars  of  the  blackest  disgrace  and 
min  inflicted  upon  his  bleeding  country — upon 
a  great  nation,  which  probably  would  have  re- 
o^ved,  and  c€^inly  merited,  a  better  fate,  if  it 
had  fortunately  placed  its  destinies  in  better 
hands.  Sir,  it  appears  to  me,  that  all  the  mil- 
itary enterprises  during  his  whole  administra- 
tion, from  the  abominable  attack  on  Copen- 
hagen, down  to  the  last  expedition  against  the 
islands  of  Zealand,  were  nothing  more  than  bel- 
ligerent pons  and  conundrums.  It  has  been 
constantly  announced  that  some  grand,  secret 
expedition  was  on  hand,  and  ea(£  succeeding 
one  grander  than  the  preceding,  until  the  last 
expedition  to  Walcheren,  which  was  the  grand- 
est of  an ;  and,  when  the  secret  really  came 
out,  it  appeared  either  that  the  object  was 
abominable  or  contemptible,  and  tlie  means  of 
execating  even  the  contemptible  object,  upon 
expevnent,  were  generally  found  incompetent 
Tes,  sir,  probably  these  enterprises  have  cost 
the  British  nation  the  hves  of  fifty  thousand 
brave  officers  and  soldiers,  and  I  will  not  un- 
dertake to  count  the  millions  of  dollars.  Sir, 
the  same  littie-minded  course  of  policy  has  also 
been  uniformly  manifested  during  the  same 
time  against  the  United  States ;  and  in  no  re- 
spect more  than  in  the  disavowal  of  Mr.  £r- 
seine's  arrangement^-in  avoiding  to  avow  the 
resl  motives  for  it — and  in  the  uncandid  at- 
tempt to  convert  the  bad  faith  of  the  British 
Government  into  a  reproach  upon  our  own ; 
and  this  was  to  be  done  by  an  ingenious  mental 
devio&  prettily  conceived  by  Mr.  Oanning,  and 
adroitly  executed  by  Mr.  Jackson,  who,  if  not 
equal  to  Mr.  Canning  in  the  mysterious  art  of 
punning,  I  think  can  be  very  littie  way  behind 
bis  prototype  in  the  art  of  equivoques.  Sir,  the 
disavowaJ,  in  -my  judgment,  was  not  for  the 
want  of  competent  powers.  Too  great  a  share 
of  the  real  cause  of  the  disavowal,  unfortunately, 
IS  attributable  to  ourselves,  and  now  is  the  mo- 
ment to  relieve  ourselves  from  the  imputation. 
Sir,  it  is  painful  for  me  to  be  so  often  com- 


pelled to  question  the  candor  of  any  gentleman, 
particularly  one  clothed  with  the  high  functions 
of  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Britannic 
M^'esty ;  but  permit  me  to  ask  you,  sir,  how  it 
is  possible  for  Mr.  Jackson  not  to  conceive  that 
o£^oe  would  be  taken  at  his  offensive  insinua- 
tions after  Mr.  Smith's  letter  of  the  1st  of  No- 
vember, telling  him  in  strong  and  decisive  terms 
that  offence  had  been  taken  at  them  ?  or  how 
can  Mr.  Jackson  reconcile  it  to  himself  to  say 
that  in  adhering  to  these  gross  insinuations,  he 
did  not  intend  to  gpive  offence?  Let  me  a^ 
you,  sir,  what  else  he  did,  or  could  intend  ?  For 
my  part,  I  can  see  nothing  else  that  he  could 
either  rationally  intend  or  expect  Here  then, 
sir,  is  another  false  or  fallacious  disguise  thrown 
out  before  the  people  of  the  United  States,  as 
will  always  be  the  case  in  every  appeal  to  tiiem, 
calculated,  or  evidentiy  intended,  to  excite  their 
resentments  and  distrusts  against  their  own  Gov- 
ernment. 

Now,  sir,  upon  the  most  critical  review  of  this 
exposition,  is  there  a  single  gentleman  present 
who  is  not  prepared  to  say,  that  the  facts  stated 
in  the  resolution  are  fully  justified  by  the  cor- 
respondence ?  And  if  they  be,  sir,  what  induce- 
ment can  possibly  prevent  unanimity  on  the 
present  occasion  9  Surely  those,  who  wish 
peace  with  Great  Britain,  will  find  unanimity 
upon  this  occasion  the  most  likely  to  deter  from 
war  I  and  surely,  sir,  every  gentieman  must 
fed  and  see  that  the  declarations  contained  in 
the  resolution  are  imperiously  due  to  the  dimity 
and  honor  of  our  own  Government,  as  well  as 
to  our  respect  for  the  people  and  ourselves. 
Sir,  what  would  be  the  effect  of  passing  by  un- 
noticed these  gross  and  insidious  insults  to  both 
the  people  and  Grovemment  ?  Why,  sir,  foreign 
Ministers  would  begin  to  conceive,  that  an  ap- 
peal to  the  people  was  amongst  the  most  sacred 
of  their  privileges  and  immunities.  The  fre- 
quency of  them  already  is  almost  sufficient  to 
establish  and  sanctify  the  rule.  The  cases  of 
Genet,  Yrujo,  the  publication  of  Mr.  Canning^s 
letter  in  one  of  Ui^  Boston  newspapers,  ^., 
never  received  sufficient  animadversions  from 
Congress  ;  and  if  this  most  aggravated  case  of 
all  should  pass  over  unnoticed,  I  should  not  be 
surprised  to  see  Mr.  Jackson  during  the  present 
winter  set  himself  up  as  a  British  President  in 
New  York,  contesting  the  point  of  jurisdiction 
before  the  people,  with  the  American  Preddent 
at  Washington;  whilst  Congress,  regardless 
of  their  own  constitutional  powers,  &c.,  should 
stand  by  and  behold  the  extraordinary  scene  in 
a  state  of  perfect  neutrality.  Sir,  is  it  possible 
that  Congress  can  so  far  forget  their  duties  to 
the  people  and  their  respect  for  themselves? 
Independentiy  of  the  obvious  propriety  of  ibis 
proceeding  in  itself  have  we,  sir,  no  examples 
of  the  course  of  conduct  recommended  by  the 
resolution  ?  Let  me  remind  you,  sir,  of  the  case 
of  Count  De  Palm  in  the  British  Parliament. 
In  that  case,  sir,  the  Count  De  Palm  presented 
a  memorial  to  the  British  King  by  the  express 
order  of  his  Government,  complaining  of  the  mis- 
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representation  of  facts  made  in  the  Eing^s  speech 
to  Parliament,  which  complaint  the  British  his- 
torians admit  was  well  founded.  After  pre- 
senting the  memorial,  he  cansed  it  to  be  pub- 
lished and  circulated  through  the  country,  etc. 
What,  sir,  was  the  conduct  of  the  British  Par- 
liament and  nation  upon  that  occasion  ?  >  Sir, 
the  Parliament  unanimously  entered  into  reso- 
lutions expressing  the  highest  indignation  at  the 
insolent  procedure ;  and  presented  an  address  to 
His  Miyesty  requesting  him  to  order  the  Count 
De  Palm  out  of  the  country  immediately.  Sir, 
I  will  not  trouble  the  Senate  with  reading  the 
proceedings  of  the  House  of  Commons  upon 
this  memorable  occasion ;  because  I  presented 
them  to  the  Senate  last  winter  in  the  case  of 
the  publication  of  Mr.  Canning's  letter  in  the 
Boston  paper,  and  I,  therefore,  presume  they 
are  now  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  every  gen- 
tleman. And  what,  sir,  was  the  conduct  of  the 
opposition  in  the  British  House  of  Commons, 
when  their  King  and  country  were  insulted  by 
a  foreign  Minister?  Did  they  hold  back,  did 
they  attempt  to  paralyze  the  proceedings  of 
their  Government  in  resenting  this  conduct  and 
retrieving  its  wounded  honor  and  dignity  ?  No, 
sir,  they  were  Enclishmen,  and  felt  the  indignity 
to  themselves  I  They  were  patriots,  and  could 
not  see  their  Government  and  nation  insulted 
with  indiflference^  They  stepped  forward,  sir, 
and  were  the  first  to  move  the  resolution  and 
address.  The  proceeding  was  unanimous  ;  and 
what  J)enefit  did  the  British  nation  receive  from 
this  unanimous  and  prompt  proceeding  ?  Why, 
sir,  from  the  year  1726  to  the  present  time,  the 
insult  has  not,  I  believe,  been  repeated,  and  prob- 
ably never  will  again. 

Sir,  how  honorable,  how  patilotic,  was  this 
course  of  conduct  to  the  British  opposition  I 
How  honorable  and  laudable  would  be  its  imi- 
tation here  I  Especially,  sir,  when  union  is  all 
that  is  wanting  to  make  us  happy  and  victori- 
ous. Why  then,  sir,  should  we  not  have  union, 
when  it  is  so  easy  and  efficacious  a  remedy  for 
all  o^r  difficulties  ?  Sir,  the  nation  expects  it ; 
l^e  nation  has  a  right  to  demand  it.  May  I  not 
then  hope,  sir,  that  the  hitherto  dominant  spirit 
of  party  will  now  yield  to  an  occasion,  so  ob- 
vious, so  urgent,  so  honorable  I  Sir,  I  cannot 
express  to  you  the  pleasure  I  should  feel  at  my 
heart,  if  I  could  see  all  irritations  banished,  and 
harmony  and  mutual  good  will  universally  per- 
vading all  political  scenes  and  all  social  inter- 
course. That  the  present  occasion  may  be 
improved  to  this  desirable  end,  is  the  most  fer- 
vent prayer  of  one,  who,  in  the  present  delicate, 
interesting  crisis  of  the  nation,  feels  a  devotion 
for  his  country  beyond  every  thing  else  on  this 
side  of  Heaven  I 

After  Mr.  Giles  concluded,  the  question  was 
taken  on  the  passage  of  the  resolution  to  a  third 
reading.  There  were  twenty-four  members 
present,  besides  the  President  pro  tern, ;  of 
whom  twenty  voted  in  favor  of  it.  It  was  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Monday  next 


Monday,  December  11. 

Mr.  GiLMAN,  from  the  committee,  reported 
the  resolution  relating  to  the  official  corre- 
spondence between  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
Francis  J.  Jackson,  Minbter  Plenipotentiary  of 
Hb  Britannic  Majesty,  correctly  engrossed ;  and 
the  resolution  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  resolution  pass  ?  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  20, 
nays  4,  as  follows  : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Bradley,  Brent,  Condit,  Crawford, 
Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  GUman,  Gregg,  Grisvold, 
Lambert,  Leib,  Matbewson,  Meigs,  Parker,  Pope, 
Reed,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Sumter,  and  Tnmer. 

Nays. — MessrSb  Goodrich,  HiUhonse,  Lbyd,  and 
Pickering. 

Monday,  December  18. 
John  Smith,  from  the  State  of  New  York, 
attended. 


TflUBSDAT,  December  21. 
Joseph  Akdebson,  fh>m  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see, attended. 

Tuesday,  December  26. 
Jesse  Franklin,  from  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  attended. 

Thubsday,  December  28. 
Charles  Tait,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  the  place 
of  John  ^filledge,  resigned,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials ;  which  were  read,  and,  the  oath  pre- 
scribed by  law  having  been  administered  to  him, 
he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 


Tuesday,  Jannary  2,  1810. 
James  A.  Bayard,  from  the  State  of  Bela- 
ware,  attended.  • 

Thursday,  January  4. 
Jenein  Whiteside,  from  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, attended. 

Friday,  Jannary  12. 
Alexander  Campbell,  appointed  a  Senator 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  in 
place  of  Edward  Tiffin,  resigned ;  and  Christo- 
pher G.  Champlin,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  in  the 
place  of  Francis  Malbone,  deceased;  Beverally 
produced  their  credentialia,  which  were  re&L 
And  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  having  been. 
administered  to  them,  they  took  their  seata  in 
the  Senate. 

Tuesday,  January  28. 

IfavaZ  Armament 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 

bill  authorizing  the  fitting  out,  officering,  and 

manning,  the  frigates  belonging  to  the  United 

States. 
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Thubsdat,  February  1. 
The  pBSfliDXNT  commnnioated  a  letter  from 
the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Eentnckj,  en- 
clooDg  a  certificate  of  the  appointment  of 
Hkrbt  Clay  a  Senator  of  the  United  States^  in 
place  of  Backner  Thmston,  resigned.  And  the 
certificate  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  file. 

Mo]n>AY,  Febrnary  5. 
HsmT  Clat,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le- 
gttlatare  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  in  the  place 
of  Backner  Tbroston,  attended,  and  the  oath 
preeeribed  by  law  having  been  administered  to 
him,  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 


Thubsdat,  February  22. 
Nof^InUrcov/ne, 

ICr.  GiuiAii;  firom  the  committee,  reported 
the  amoidments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act 
respecting  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  France, 
and  for  other  purposes,^*  correctly  engrossed ; 
and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  tame  as  amended. 

Mr.  Glat. — Mr.  President :  At  all  times  em- 
barrassed when  I  have  ventured  to  address  you, 
it  is  with  peculiar  diffidence  I  rise  on  this  occa- 
sion. The  profound  reject  I  have  been  taught 
to  entertain  for  this  body,  my  conscious  inade- 
rnuK^  to  discuss,  as  it  deserves,  the  question  be- 
fore you,  the  magnitude  of  that  question,  and 
the  recent  seat  I  have  taken  in  this  House,  are 
too  wen  calculated  to  appall,  and  would  impel 
me  to  nlence  if  any  other  member  would  assume 
the  task  I  propose  attempting.  But,  sir,  when 
the  regular  troops  of  this  House,  disciplined  as 
they  are  in  the  great  affairs  of  this  nation,  are 
inactive  at  their  posts,  it  becomes  the  duty  of 
its  raw  militia,  however  lately  enlisted,  to  step 
forth  in  defence  of  the  honor  and  independence 
of  the  country. 

I  voted  yesterday  against  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  because, 
while  that  vote  did  not  pledge  me  for  the  ulti- 
mate passage  of  the  bill,  it  would  have  allowed 
me  to  give  it  my  support  if  no  better  proposi- 
tion was  tendered.  I  do  not  like  the  bill  as  sent 
from  the  House  of  Representatives.  It  was  a 
crasy  Tessel,  shattered  and  leaky ;  but  it  afford- 
ed some  shelter,  bad  as  it  was.  It  was  opposi- 
tion to  the  aggiessive  edicts  of  the  belligerents. 
Taken  from  us  without  a  substitute,  we  are  left 
def€9iceless,  naked,  and  exposed  to  all  the  rage 
and  violence  of  the  storm. 

Sir,  have  we  not  been  for  years  contending 
agamst  the  tyranny  of  the  ocean  ?  Has  not 
Coogreas  solemnly  pledsed  itself  to  the  world 
oot  to  surrender  our  rignts  ?  And  has  not  the 
JoHxm  at  large  in  all  its  capacities  of  meetings 
of  the  people.  State,  and  General  Government, 
resolved  to  maintain  at  all  hazards  our  maritime 
independence?  Your  whole  circle  of  conmier- 
dal  restrictions,  including  the  non-importation, 
embargo^  andnon-intercourBe  acts,  had  in  view 
an  opposition  to  the  offensive  measures  of  the 
belligerents,  so  justly  complained  of  by  us.  They 
Vou  IV.— 13 


presented  rm»tance—ihe  peaeeful  resistance  of 
the  law.  When  this  is  abandoned  without 
effect,  I  am  for  resistance  by  the  sword. 

No  man  in  the  nation  wants  peace  more  than 
I ;  but  I  prefer  the  troubled  ocean  of  war,  de- 
manded by  the  honor  and  independence  of  the 
country,  with  all  its  calamities  and  desolation, 
to  the  tranquil  and  putrescent  pool  of  ignomini- 
ous peace.  If  we  can  accommodate  our  differ- 
ences with  one  of  the  belligerents  only,  I  should 
prefer  that  one  to  be  Britain ;  but  if  with 
neither,  and  we  are  forced  into  a  selection  of 
our  enemy,  then  am  I  for  war  with  Britain, 
because  I  believe  her  prior  in  aggresdon,  and 
her  injuries  and  insults  to  us  were  atrocious  in 
character.  I  shall  not  attempt  to  exhibit  an 
account  between  the  belligerents  of  mercantile 
spoliations  inflicted  and  menaced.     On  that 

S[)int  we  have  just  cause  of  war  with  both, 
ritain  stands  pre-eminent  in  her  outrage  on 
us,  by  her  violation  of  the  sacred  personal  rights 
of  American  freemen,  in  the  arbitrary  and  kw- 
less  imprisonment  of  our  seamen,  the  attack  on 
the  Chesapeake — ^the  murder,  sir.  I  wUl  not 
dwell  on  the  long  catalogue  of  our  wrongs  and 
disgrace,  which  has  been  repeated  until  the  sen- 
sibility of  the  nation  is  benumbed  by  the  dis- 
honorable detail. 

But  we  are  asked  for  the  means  of  carrying 
on  the  war,  and  those  who  oppose  it  triumph- 
antly appeal  to  the  vacant  vaults  of  the  Treas- 
ury. With  the  unimpaired  credit  of  the  Gov- 
ernment invigorated  by  a  fidthful  observance 
of  public  engagements,  and  a  rapid  extinction 
of  the  debt  of  the  land,  with  the  boundless  ter- 
ritories in  the  west  presenting  a  safe  pledge  for 
reimbursement  of  loans  to  any  extent,  is  it  not 
astonishing  that  •despondency  itself  should  dis- 
parage the  resources  of  this  country?  You 
nave^  sir,  I  am  credibly  informed,  in  the  city 
and  vicinity  of  New  Orleans  alone,  public  prop- 
erty sufficient  to  extinguish  the  ciBlebrated  de- 
ficit in  the  Secretary's  report.  And  are  we  to 
regard  as  nothing  the  patriotic  offer  so  often 
maide  by  the  States,  to  spend  their  last  cent,  and 
risk  their  last  drop  of  blood,  in  the  preservation 
of  our  neutral  privileges?  Or,  are  we  to  be 
governed  by  the  low,  flrovelling  parsimony  of 
ihe  counting  room,  and  to  cast  up  the  actual 
pence  in  the  drawer  before  we  assert  our  inesti- 
mable rights? 

It  is  said,  however,  that  no  object  is  attain- 
able by  war  with  Great  Britain.  In  its  for- 
tunes, we  are  to  estimate  not  only  the  benefit 
to  be  derived  to  ourselves,  but  the  iiijury  to  be 
done  the  enemy.  The  conquest  of  Ganaoa  is  in 
your  power.  I  trust  I  shall  not  be  deemed 
presumptuous  when  I  state  that  I  verily  believe 
that  the  militia  of  Kentucky  are  alone  compe- 
tent to  place  Montreal  and  Upper  Canada  at 
your  feet.  Is  it  nothing  to  the  British  nation ; 
is  it  nothing  to  the  pride  of  her  Monarch,  to 
have  the  last  of  the  immense  North  American 
possessions  held  by  him  in  the  commencement 
of  his  reign  wrested  from  his  dominion  ?  Is  it 
nothing  to  us  to  extinguish  the  torch  that  lights 
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up  savage  warfare?  Is  it  nothing  to  acquire 
the  entire  for  trade  connected  with  that  conntiy, 
and  to  destroy  the  temptation  and  the  opportn- 
ni^of  violating  jonr  revenue  and  other  laws  ? 

w  ar  with  Great  Britain  will  deprive  her  of 
those  supplies  of  raw  materials  and  provisions 
which  she  now  ohtains  from  this  country.  It 
is  alleged  that  the  non-intercourse  law,  con- 
stantly evaded,  is  incapahle  of  execution. 
War  will  he  a  non-intercourse,  admitting  of  hut 
partial  elusion.  The  pressure  upon  her,  con- 
templated hy  your  restrictive  laws,  will  then  he 
completely  realized.  8he  will  not  have  the 
game,  as  she  will  if  you  press  this  hill  without 
an  eflScient  system,  entirely  in  her  own  hands. 
The  enterprise  and  valor  of  our  maritime 
hrethren  will  participate  in  the  spoils  of  cap- 
ture. 

Another  effect  of  war  will  he,  the  reproduc- 
tion and  cherishing  of  a  commercial  spirit 
amongst  us.  Is  there  no  danger  that  we  shall 
become  enervated  by  the  spirit  of  avarice,  un- 
fortunately so  predominant?  I  do  not  wish  to 
see  that  diffusive  military  character,  which, 
pervading  the  whole  nation,  might  posdbly 
eventuate  in  the  aggrandizement  of  some  am- 
bitious chiei^  by  prostrating  the  liberties  of  the 
country.  But  a  certain  portion  of  military  ardor 
(and  that  is  what  I  denre)  is  essential  to  tiie 
protection  of  the  country.  The  witiie^ed  arm 
and  wrinkled  brow  of  the  illustrious  founders 
of  our  freedom  are  melancholy  indications  that 
they  will  shortiy  be  removed  from  us.  Their 
deeds  of  glory  and  renown  will  then  be  felt  only 
through  the  cold  medium  of  the  historic  page. 
We  sludl  want  the  presence  and  living  example 
of  a  new  race  of  heroes  to  supply  their  places, 
and  to  animate  us  to  preserver  inviolate  what 
they  achieved.  Am  I  counting  too  mudi  on  the 
valor  of  my  countrymen,  when  I  indulge  the 
hope,  that,  if  we  are  forced  into  war,  the 
American  hero  now  lives,  who,  upon  the  walls 
of  Quebec,  imitating  his  glorious  example,  will 
avenge  the  fall  of  the  immortal  Montgomery  ? 
But  we  shall,  at  least,  gain  the  approbation  of 
our  own  hearts.  If  we  surrender  without  a 
struggle  to  mamtcun  our  rights,  we  forfeit  the 
respect  of  the  world,  and  (what  is  worse)  of 
ourselves. 

We  are  often  reminded  that  the  British  navy 
constitutes  the  only  barrier  between  us  and  uni- 
versal dominion.  When  resistance  to  Britain  is 
submission  to  France,  I  protest  against  the 
castigation  of  our  cplordal  infancy  being  applied 
in  the  in  dependent' manhood  of  America.  I  am 
willing,  sir,  to  dispense  with  the  parental  ten- 
derness of  the  British  navy.  I  cannot  subscribe 
to  British  slavery  upon  the  water,  that  we  may 
esci^  French  subjugation  on  land.  I  should 
feel  myself  humbled,  as  an  American  citizen,  if 
we  had  to  depend  upon  any  foreign  power  to 
uphold  our  independence ;  and  I  am  persuaded 
that  our  own  resources,  properly  directed,  are 
folly  adequate  to  our  defence.  I  am  tiierefore  for 
resisting  oppression,  by  whomsoever  attempted 
«gainst  OS,  whether  maritime  or  territorial. 


Gonsideriug  then  that  the  bill  as  amended  in 
this  House,  in  furnishing  no  substitute  for  the 
law  of  non-intercourse,  which  it  repeals,  nor 
the  proposition  of  the  other  House,  intended  to 
take  its  place,  is  a  total  dereliction  of  all  op- 
position to  the  edicts  of  the  belligerentB,  I  can- 
not vote  for  it  in  its  present  form.  I  more  a 
recommitment  of  the  bill  to  supply  this  defect. 
What  ought  to  be  the  substitute,  I  oonfess  I 
have  not  satisfied  myself— not  expecting  that  it 
would  fall  to  my  lot  to  make  yon  this  motion. 
The  committee,  however,  can  deliberate  npon 
the  subject,  and  propose  one.  I  would  snggest 
two  for  consideration— either  a  total  non-im- 
portation, which  our  laws  can  doubtless  enforce, 
or  to  arm  our  merchantmen,  and  anthorizft 
convoys.  A  day  may  be  fixed,  allowing  suffi- 
cient time  for  the  last  effort  of  the  n^tiation. 
That  failing,  our  merchants  then  to  be  pe^ 
mitted  to  arm,  and  to  receive  all  the  protection 
by  convoys  which  the  public  vessels  can  f^y^ 
This  latter  measure  may  lead  to  war,  bnt  it  is 
not  war.  Our  neutral  rights  are  violated  b^  the 
belligerents.  Each  places  our  commerce  under 
restrictions,  not  warranted  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions. We  must  then  submit,  or  protect  it 
Whilst  we  confine  ouraelves  within  the  pale  of 
that  law,  neither  has  a  right  to  comphdn.  When 
so  armed,  and  pursuing  our  lawful  destination, 
let  those  who  attempt  to  molest  us  take  to  them- 
selves the  consequences  of  their  own  violation! 
On  our  part,  a  war  thus  produced  will  be  a  war 
of  defence. 

But,  Mr.  President,  i^  after  all  our  delibera- 
tion, it  shall  be  deemed  unwise  to  adopt  either 
of  these  expedients,  perhaps  some  other  nnex- 
ceptionable  course  may  occur.  I  insist  that  yon 
do  not  return  the  bill  to  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature  in  its  present  form.  They  have  sent 
you  a  measure,  I  acknowledge,  weak;  it  ifl> 
however,  not  submission.  It  professes  to  op- 
pose 0n  ifbrm,  at  least)  the  injustice  of  foreign 
Governments.  What  are  you  about  to  do-4o 
breathe  vigor  and  energy  into  the  bill?  No, 
sir;  you  have  eradicated  all  its  vitality,  and  are 
about  to  transmit  back  again  the  lifdess  skele- 
ton. I  entreat  the  Senate  to  recollect  the  high 
ground  they  occupy  with  the  nation.  I  call 
upon  the  members  of  this  House  to  maintain  its 
character  for  vigor.  I  beseech  them  not  to 
forfeit  the  esteem  of  the  <$ountry.  Will  you  set 
the  base  example  to  the  other  House  of  an  ig- 
nominious surrender  of  our  rights,  after  they 
have  been  reproached  with  iml^lity,  and  yon 
extolled  for  your  energy  ?  But,  sir,  if  we  conld 
be  so  forgetful  of  ourselves,  I  trust  we  shall 
spare  you  the  disgrace  of  signing  with  those 
hands,  so  instrumental  in  the  Revolution,  a  bul 
abandoning  some  of  the  most  precious  rights 
which  it  then  secured. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Ciat  to  reoonmiit  the  Irn^ 
for  the  purpose  of  amendment,  was  determined 
in  the  negative-— yeas  18,  nays  20,  as  follows: 

Yeas.— Messrs.  Bradley,  Brent,  CampbeB,  Clay, 
Condit,  German,  Mathewson,  Meigs,  Parker,  Pope, 
Robinson  Stimter,  and  Whiteside. 
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KAT8.-He86rs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Charopltn,  Craw* 
Ibrd,  Franklin,  GaiHard,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg, 
HillhooM,  Uoreey,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pickering, 
Keed,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait, 
and  Tomer. 

Oa  the  qaestion,  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed f  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas 
26,  nays  7,  as  follows ; 

Tka& — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Brent,  Camp- 
bell, Champlin,  Crawford,  Franklin,  GaiUard,  Gil- 
mau,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  fiEillhonse,  Horsey,  Lambert, 
Lnb,  Uoyd,  Mathewson,  Meigs,  Pickering,  Reed, 
Smith  of  Maxyhmd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Snmter, 
Tali,  Turner,  and  Whiteside. 

Kats. — Messrs.  Bradley,  Clay,  Condit,  German, 
Pstrker,  Pope,  and  Bobinson. 

8o  it  was  resolved  that  this  bill  pass  with 
amendments. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  title  of  the  bill  be  amended,  to 
read  as  follows :  ^^  An  act  to  interdict  the  pub- 
lic sfaipe  and  vessels  of  France  and  Great  Britain 
ftom  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes." 

WsnifssDAT,  February  28. 

The  YiCB  Pbk8I]>e5t  being  absent,  the  Senate 
pTOceded  to  the  election  of  a  President/>r0  tern.' 
pore,  as  the  constitution  provides,  and  the  hon- 
orable Joim  Gailulbd  was  appointed. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  wait  on  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  acquaint 
him  that  the  Senate  have,  in  the  absence  of  the 
Yiee  President,  elected  the  Honorable  John 
Gaillard  President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 


TuEfiDAT,  March  6. 
Ifon^Intereoune. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  resolution  of  the 
Home  of  Bepresentatives  disagreeing  to  th^ir 
amttidments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^'  An  act  re- 
specting the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
united  States  and  Great  Britain  and  France, 
and  for  other  purposes." 

The  question  pending,  when  the  Senate  ad- 
joomed  yesterday,  was  on  adherence  to  their 
amendments  to  the  bilL 

Mr.  Anubbson  observed  that,  when  he  had 
made  the  motion  yesterday  to  adhere^  he  had 
dime  it  under  the  impression  that  it  was  proper 
to  bring  the  subject  to  a  conclusion,  and  because 
he  bdieved  the  interest  of  the  country  required 
that  it  should  be  finally  acted  on.  He  said  he 
was  still  impressed  with  that  idea;  but,  paying 
a  deference  to  the  opinion  of  his  friends,  desir- 
ing also  to  treat  the  House  of  Bepresentatives 
with  the  respect  due  to  that  body,  and  because 
it  was  more  conformable  to  the  rules  of  pro- 
ceeding generally  observed^  he  withdrew  the 
motion  to  adhere^  and  moved  to  iruist  on  the 
snendments.  He  said  he  should,  by  parliament- 
ary practioe,  have  been  fully  justified  in  the 
mofckxi  to  adhere  before  insisting.  But  it  was 
proper  that  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  should 
ho  conrteons  in  their  conduct  to  one  another, 
and  the  state  of  afiiurs  at  present  peculiarly  re- 


quired it ;  he  therefore  varied  his  motion.  The 
question  was  then  taken  to  inaut,  and  car- 
ried without  a  division. 

Mr.  Andebson  then  moved  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee of  conference,  to  confer  on  the  suhject 
with  such  committee  as  should  be  appointed  by 
the  House  of  Bepresentatives. — ^Agreed  to. 

Messrs.  Andsbson,  Leib,  and  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, were  accordingly  appointed  on  ike  piurt 
of  th&  Senate. 


Thtjbsdat,  March  8. 
Demands  upon  Great  Britain — BepriaaL 
Mr.  Leib  submitted  the  following  resolutions : 
'<  Reiolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  required  to  instmct  our  Minister  at  the  Court  of 
Great  Britain  to  demand   of  the    British  Govern- 
ment an  immediate  compliance  with  the  arrange- 
ment made  by  their  Minister,  Mr.  Erskine,  with  this 
Government,  comprising  atonement  for  the  attack 
npon  the  frigate  Chesapeake,,  and  a  relinquishment 
of  the  Orders  in  Council ;  and  that,  on  failure  to  ex* 
ecnte  that  arrangeAient,  our  Minister  be  directed 
forthwith  to  return  to  the  United  Statea 

^  Reaolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
be  required  to  instmct  our  Minister  at  the  Court  of 
Great  Britain  to  demand  of  the  British  Government 
an  immediate  release  of  all  American  citizens  im- 
pressed into  the  British  service,  and  that,  on  failure 
or  refusal  to  make  such  release,  our  Minister  be  di- 
rected forthwith  to  return  to  the  United  States. 

"  Reaolved^  That,  on  the  failure  or  refusal  of  the 
Grovemment  of  Great  Britain,  afler  demand  made  by 
our  Minister  to  cany  into  effect  the  airangements 
made  by  Mr.  Erskine,  the  British  Minister,  or,  on 
the  refusal  or  fulure  to  release  all  American  citizens 
impressed  into  the  British  service,  the  President  of 
the  United  States  be  authorized  to  issue  letters  of 
marque  and  repritel  against  the  ships  and  vessels  bo- 
longing  to  the  Government  and  subjects  of  Great 
Britain.'* 


MoiTDAY,  March  12. 
Withdrawal  of  Besolutions. 

Mr.  Leib,  on  request,  had  leave  to  withdraw 
his  resolutions  8u\>mitted  for  consideration  on 
the  8th  inst 

Mr.  Leib  remarked  that  he  had  submitted 
the  resolutions  upon  the  table  of  the  Senate 
under  a  conviction  that  the  honor  and  interests 
of  the  nation  required  such  a  course  of  meas- 
ures. He  believed  that  it  was  time  to  have 
done  with  trifling,  with  a  war  of  words,  and 
with  what  had  been  termed  gaeconade;  that 
the  cup  of  expedients  had  been  drained  to  the 
last  dregs,  and  that  a  new  mode  of  warfare  be- 
came indispensable,  to  vindicate  our  honor  and 
assert  our  rights.  His  impressions  were,  that  a 
determined  attitude  alone  could  rescue  us  from 
the  oppressor's  wrong,  awaken  a  sense  of  justice, 
or  lead  to  that  necessary  alternative  which  an 
injured  nation  is  sometimes  obliged  to  resort  to, 
to  avoid  greater  calamity.  He  said  that  be  was 
no  fHend  to  war — that  peace  was  the  first  wish 
of  his  heart — ^but  that  he  could  not  consent  to 
preserve  it  by  a  prostitutiofi  of  the  attributes 
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of  freemen.  iDsnlt,  robbery,  and  moxder,  cried 
aloud  for  Justice  or  for  vengeance;  and  dntj 
requires  of  him  the  aid  of  his  feeble  efforts  to 
rescue  the  nation  from  degradation.  He  re- 
marked, that  the  resolutions  were  directed 
agidnst  one  of  the  belligerents  only,  and  he 

y  would  assign  his  reasons  for  the  discrimination, 
and  why  he  had  selected  Great  Britain  for  their 
object  It  had  been  admitted  that  we  had  a 
right  to  choose  our  enemy,  and  Great  Britain 
was  selected,  because  she  was  first  in  the  career 
of  maritime  despotism,  and  had  exercised  it 
with  unrelenting  severity ;  because  she  stands 
alone  in  the  impressment  of  our  citizens,  and 
dooms  them  to  ignominious  punishment,  or 
compels  them  to  fight  her  battles ;  because  the 
national  honor  had  been  vitally  wounded,  in  the 
attack  upon  our  flag;  and  because  she  had 
heaped  outrage  upon  aggression,  and  had  im- 
brued her  hands  in,  the  innocent  blood  of  our 
citizens.  Since  the  resolutions  were  offered,  he 
farther  remarked,  the  aspect  of  things  seemed 
to  be  somewhat  varied,  and  a  hope  is  entertain- 
ed, from  the  advices  received,  that  a  change  of 
attitude  may  be  rendered  unnecessary;  and 
that,  under  present  circumstances,  such  change 
is  inexpedient,  and  may  prove  injurious.  How- 
ever skeptical  he  might  be  on  this  subject,  he 
had  no  wish  to  embarrass  the  Administration 
in  its  negotiations ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  he 
wished  to  give  fall  scope  to  any  efforts  for  an 
amicable  a^ustment  of  our  differences.  He 
wished  not  to  throw  in  a  doud  to  intercept  that 
glimpse  which  was  supposed  to  be  breaking 

'  upon  us.  His  enmities,  he  said,  were  national, 
and  would  cease  with  the  cause  of  excitement. 
Under  these  impressions,  and  in  deference  to 
tiie  judgment  or  political  as  well  as  personal 
friends,  to  whose  opinions  he  was  always  ready 
to  render  a  willing  homage,  he  said  that  he 
would  withdraw  the  resolutions,  residrving  to 
himself  the  right  to  renew  them  under  other 
circumstances. 


MoiTOAT,  March  19. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  managers  at  the  conference  on 
their  part,  on  the  bill,  entitled  ^^  An  act  respect- 
ing the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  France, 
and  for  other  purposes." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Clat,  to  postpone  the 
ftirther  consideration  thereof  untu  to-morrow, 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative.  And  the 
question  recurring  on  the  original  motion — 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said :  Mr.  President,  the  ques- 
tion before  the  Senate  is,  to  adhere  to  their 
amendments  made  to  the  bDl  "  respecting^  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  Ghreat  Britain  and  IVance." 
'  It  is  with  extreme  reluctance  that  I  rise  on 
the  present  occasion.  I  feel,  sensibly  feel,  the 
situation  in  which  I  place  myself  by  opposing 
a  measure  countelianced  by  the  vote  in  the 


other  House,  of  almost  all  those  with  whom  I 
have  been  accustomed  to  act,  and  by  many  in 
the  Senate,  for  whose  superior  judj^ent  and 
correct  opinions  I  have  ever  had  Uie  highest  re- 
spect. Finding,  however,  that  I  differed  with 
those  gentlemen,  I  took  the  bill  to  my  lodgingai, 
and  considered  it  with  a  disposition  to  find  in 
it  something  that  should  induce  me  to  ^ve  np 
my  own  opinion  to  that  expressed  by  the  vote 
in  the  other  House ;  but  I  looked  in  vain,  and  I 
found  myself  compelled  to  take  the  ground  of 
opposition  to  the  bilL  In  doing  tl&,  I  most 
hope  for  the  indulgence  of  those  with  whom  I 
differ,  and  of  the  Senate,  for  detailing  the  rea- 
sons for  the  piotion  I  made  to  amend  tiie  biXL 
To  do  this,  it  may  not  be  unprofitable  to  talro  a 
review  of  the  causes  that  led  to  the  measoros 
adopted  by  the  United  States,  and  the  coarse 
taken  by  Congress  to  resist  the  injuries  imposed 
upon  us  by  Great  Britain  and  France. 

The  insult  offered  to  the  honor  of  the  natioa 
in  the  affair  of  the  Chesapeake,  so  fiir  frtmi  be* 
ing  redressed,  was  heightened  by  a  i«oclamadoa 
from  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  authorizing 
pablidy,  in  the  fiuse  of  the  world,  the  boardioig 
of  our  merchant  ships,  and  taking  therefrraa 
whomsoever  their  officers  should  ^  a  British 
subject ;  to  palliate  this  outrage  on  our  independ- 
ence, it  was  recommended  to  the  boarding  o^ 
fioer  to  execute  this  indignity  with  politenees. 
About  the  same  time  the  Grovemment  was  in- 
formed of  the  case  of  the  Horizon,  condemned 
under  the  Berlin  decree,  and  that  the  Emperor 
had  determined  that  that  decree  should  embraoe 
Americans  as  well  as  other  neutrals.  This  de- 
termination was  directly  contrary  to  theassor- 
ance  given  General  Armstrong,  by  the  French 
Minister  of  Marine,  as  well  as  to  the  practice 
under  the  decree.  This  was  the  first  intimation 
given  to  our  Government  that  the  Bwlin  decree 
would  operate  on  the  interest  of  the  United 
States. 

The  P^esndent  (as  was  his  duty)  hud  both  of 
those  subjects  before  Congress  in  a  Message,  and 
it  was  well  known  at  the  same  time,  (althon^ 
not  officially,)  that  the  British  Order  of  Oonncil 
of  November  had  been  iasned. 

Wliat  was  then  our  situauion  with  thoae  na- 
tions? France  had  declared  every  Aroerioan 
vessel  that  was  bound  to  or  frx>m  Great  Britain, 
or  having  on  board  goods,  the  produce  or  nian- 
ufacture  of  Great  Britain,  to  be  lawful  prize. 
Great  Britain  declared  that  every  Amerioan 
vessel  bound  to  any  port  of  Europe,  shooid  first 
come  into  her  porte,  there  land  her  cargo,  pay 
a  transit  duty,  and  depart  (if  they  pleased)  to 
their  original  port  of  destination ;  aiMl  any  ves* 
sel  failing  to  do  so,  should  be  liable  to  condem- 
nation ;  that  any  American  vessel  having  a  cer- 
tificate of  origin  on  board,  should  be  oonsidei^ 
good  prize.  Thus  situated,  we  had  a  choice  of 
war  or  embargo.  To  make  war  on  France 
would  have  been  idle ;  we  could  inflict  no  wound 
on  her  by  war,  except  that  of  withholding  our 
supplies  from  her  West  and  East  bidia  colonies, 
and  this  would  as  effectually  be  done  by  an  em- 
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bar^g^.  In  a  war  with  England,  we  ooold  in- 
flict severe  woonds  on  her  immense  commerce, 
and  she  is  always  vnlnerable  on  the  side  of  Can- 
ada. A  more  pacific  system  was  however 
adopted — the  embivrgo.  Had  that  measure  been 
ngidly  enforced,  it  could  not  have  failed  to  have 
compelled  a  removal  of  the  ni^nst  conduct  of 
those  nations,  most  certainly  or  that  of  Great 
Britain.  The  Senate,  aware  that  a  measure  of 
that  kind  could  not  be  enforced  without  a  phys- 
ical force,  sensible  that  the  prosp|ect  of  profit 
would  induce  many  to  prevent  its  intended  op- 
erations by  evasions,  did  immediately  pass  a  bill 
authorizing  the  President  to  fit  out  and  put  to 
sea  all  the  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  evasions  of  the 
law,  to  em^Hoy  our  seamen  who  were  thrown 
idle,  and  to  be  prepared  for  events  should  a  war 
ensue.  The  bill  slept  in  the  other  House,  and, 
by  an  ill-timed  economy,  was  ultimately  reject- 
ed, by  which  a  free  scope  was  given  to  evaders 
of  the  law,  and  the  system  (which  was  a  wise 
one)  was  in  some  degree  frustrated ;  yet  it  had 
an  effect  highly  salutary  on  Great  Britain,  it 
compelled  her  to  modify  the  Orders  of  Council 
of  November,  and  no  longer  were  our  ships 
compelled  to  go  into  her  ports,  and  there  pay 
tribute;  no  longer  were  our  vessels  subjected 
to  condemnation  for  having  a  certificate  of  ori- 
gin on  board.  The  embargo  was  severely  felt 
by  Great  Britain  while  in  force,  every  article 
which  they  had  been  accustomed  to  receive 
frcui  ns  rose  immediately  in  price,  and  I  am 
confident  that  had  it  been  continued  and  exe- 
cuted, fnll  satis&ction  would  have  been  given 
by  Britain  for  the  various  outrages  which  had 
been  oonomitted  on  our  honor  and  independence. 
It  was  relinquished,  and  a  non-intercourse  was 
substituted  as  to  both  nations.  This  measure, 
although  less  strong,  was  such  as  would  have 
been  very  severely  felt  by  the  Briti^  nation. 
It  completely  excluded  the  importation  of  her 
ma&n&otnres  into  the  United  States;  it  took 
from  her  a  market  for  more  than  one-half  of 
her  manufactures;  it  turned  idle  a  large  num- 
ber of  workmen,  and  although  it  did  not  pre- 
vent her  from  getting  our  productions,  yet  she 
obtained  them  in  such  a  way,  that  they  cost  her, 
in  some  instances,  double  their  usual  price. 
This  new  system  was  however  checked  in  its 
eonrse  by  the  arrangement  made  with  Great 
Britain  through  Mr.  ilrskine.  Our  ports  were 
thrown  open,  and  our  vessels  (then  nearly  all 
in  our  harbors)  soon  filled  Great  Britain  with 
every  thing  she  wanted  at  low  prices ;  flour  fell 
iaatantly  in  En^and  to  nine  and  a  half  and  ten 
dollars  the  barrel. 

Great  Britain,  in  lieu  of  the  Orders  of  Coun- 
dl,  excluded  us  from  France  and  Holland,  and 
their  colonies,  and  from  Italy,  by  a  paper  block- 
ade; an  iniquitous,  illegal  system,  which  she 
had  adopted  in  1798,  and  has  either  contracted 
or  extended  at  her  pleasure  ever  since.  Our 
own  law  excluded  us  from  IVanoe  and  Italy. 
Thk  tended  to  give  a  direction  to  a  great  pro- 
portion of  our  trade  to  Great  Britain,  and  there- 


by completely  supplied  her  wants.  On  the  dis- 
avowal of  Mr.  Erskine^s  arrangement,  the  non- 
intercourse  was  renewed,  and  a  stop  put  to  our 
exports  to  Great  Britain ;  the  consequence  was, 
that  flour  rose  immediately  to  fourteen  and  fif- 
teen dollars  in  England;  cotton,  tobacco,  and 
other  articles^  in  a  proportion  still  greater.  I 
mention  this  to  show,  that  whenever  we  stop 
our  trade  to  Great  Britain  she  feels  it  sensibly 
in  the  high  prices  she  has  to  give  for  our  ex- 
ports, and  thus  to  show  the  efficacy  of  the  sys- 
tem that  had  been  taken,  if  it  had  been  duly 
executed.  But  in  her  exports  Great  Britain 
felt  little,  for  our  merchants  had  given  their 
orders  under  the  arrangement,  and  it  would 
have  been  unjust  to  have  prevented  them  from 
receiving  the  goods  they  had  ordered ;  the  non- 
importation part,  which  I  conceive  the  most  es- 
sential part  of  the  non-intercourse,  had  in  con- 
sequence, been  inoperative. 

What,  then,  was  our  situation  when  Congress 
met?  The  French  privateers  were  capturing 
our  defenceless  merchant  ships,  burning  those 
of  little  vfdue,  and  carrying  into -their  ports  for 
condemnation  those  which  were  valuable. 
Great  Britain  had,  by  a  pretended  blockade, 
excluded  us  from  entering  the  ports  of  Holland, 
France,  Italy,  and  their  West  and  East  India 
colonies.  She  had  sent  a  Minister  to  suc- 
ceed Mr.  Erskine,  who,  so  far  from  offering  any 
explanations  on  the  disavowal  of  the  arrange- 
ment made  with  Mb  predecessor,  added  insult 
to  ii\]ury,  and  bearded  us  to  our  teeth ;  he  gave 
us  to  understand  that  the  terms  proposed  in  the 
instructions  to  Mr.  Erskine  would  be  insisted 
on — ^terms  that  I  am  confident  no  citizen  of  the 
United  States  woifid  accede  to.  { 

In  this  state  of  our  foreign  relations  Congress 
met,  the  members  brought  with  them  the  feel- 
ings of  the  people,  who  were  all  alive  to  the 
late  indignity  offered  their  Government,  all  ex- 
pected that  measures  of  energy  would  be  pur- 
sued. This  House  felt  and  act>sd.  Besolutions 
passed  almost  unanimously,  expressive  of  their 
sense  of  the  insult  offered  by  the  British  Ifin- 
ister. 

The  Senate  passed  a  bill  ordering  the  whole 
of  the  vessels  of  war  to  be  put  in  commission, 
(which  bill  sleeps  still  in  the  other  House,)  and 
were  progressing  in  preparations  for  the  defence 
of  the  lienor  and  safety  of  the  nation,  when  the 
bill  now  under  consideration  was  reported  by 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations.  It  ope- 
rated instantiv  like  an  electric  shock,  it  para- 
lyzed every  effort,  and  gentlemen  were  aston- 
ished when  they  were  told  that  this  bill  was 
the  great  measure  that  was  to  preserve  our 
honor  in  the  eyes  of  all  the  world;  that  it  was 
the  grand  panacea  which  was  to  heal  the  wounds 
that  had  been  inflicted  on  our  rights  by  the  bel- 
ligerents. In  fact,  it  was  the  only  measure  on 
which  we  were  to  rely  for  a  redress  of  all  our 
grievances. 

Mr.  President,  I  read  this  grand  effort  with 
attention.  In  vain  did  I  look  for  something 
therein  that  would  tend  to  <fbtain  satisfaction 
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for  the  insult  on  the  Chesapeake;  in  vain  for 
any  thing  that  would  tend  to  prevent  the  future 
impressment  of  our  seamen;  in  vain  for  any 
thing  that  would  induce  or  coerce  the  bellig- 
erents to  repeal  their  unjust  orders  and  de- 
crees against  our  lawful  commerce.  One  great 
feature,  and  one  only,  was  to  be  discovered,  to 
wit :  the  repeal  of  the  non-intercourse  law — 
covered  by  a  thin  veil,  composed,  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Olat)  has  said,  of 
shreds  and  patches.  Not  so,  Mr.  President ;  if 
it  had  been  patchwork  alone,  I  should  not  have 
disturbed  its  arrangement.  But  I  found  in  it, 
or  believe  I  did,  that  which  would  be  ruinous 
to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and 
therefore  felt  myself  bound  by  the  duty  I  owe 
to  my  constituents  to  remove  the  veil,  and  leave 
the  measure  open  to  public  view;  the  Senate 
concurred  with  me  in  opinion,  to  wit:  to  strike 
out  the  injurious  sections,  to  which  opinion  I 
shall  vote  to  adhere. 

I  have  been  asked,  shall  Congress  rise  and  do 
nothing?  I  answer,  that  it  is  better  to  do 
nothing  than  to  do  that  which  will  only  injure 
ourselves.  But,  sir,  I  wished  to  do  something; 
I  proposed,  in  select  committee,  to  strike  out 
those  sections  which  would  only  do  us  injury, 
and  then  fill  their  place  with  sections  (which  I 
had  draughted  and  presented  for  consideration) 
authorizing  the  arming  of  the  merchant  ships, 
not  for  defence  alone,  but  with  authority  to 
capture  and  make  prize  of  any  vessel  that  might 
assail  them  while  engaged  in  lawful  commerce, 
and  to  employ  the  public  ships  of  war  in  con- 
voying the  trade  of  the  nation.  I  met  with  no 
support  in  this  system ;  there  were  in  commit- 
tee four  against  my  motion.  Discouraged  by 
so  large  a  proportion  voting  against  me,  I  neg- 
lected, or  was  deterred  from  making  the  same 
motion  in  Senate,  and  this  error  I  regret,  al- 
though I  know  not  whether  I  should  have  been 
more  successful  in  Senate  than  I  had  been  in 
committee;  but  I  should  have  been  better 
pleased  with  my  own  conduct.  I  had,  it  is  true, 
an  expectation  that,  in  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence between  the  two  Houses,  that  something 
might  be  introduced  that  would  please  both 
branches  of  the  Legislature ;  and  I  presumed 
that  the  convoy  system  would  be  substituted. 
I  have  been  mistaken.  The  conferees  met,  and 
the  committee  of  Senate  submitted  a  section, 
«<  authorizing  the  President,  under  his  Instruc- 
tions, made  conformably  to  the  laws  of  nations, 
to  grant  convoy  to  the  merchant  ships  of  the 
United  States  engaged  in  lawful  commerce." 
That  proposition  spoke  this  language  to  the 
belligerents:  The  United  States  have  taken 
every  pacific  means  of  obtaining  justice  from 
you  without  success.  We  will  no  longer  de- 
prive ourselves  of  commerce ;  we  will  open  our 
trade,  and  we  will  defend  it.  We  are  ready  to 
meet  the  consequences  that  may  arise,  and  will 
stand  prepared  for  war,  if  war  shall  ensue. 
This,  lir.  Preddent,  appeared  to  your  commit- 
tee as  a  course  that  would  be  honorable  to  the 
nation.    It  was  tmanimously  rcgected  by  the 


committee  on  the  part  of  the  House,  who»  in 
turn,  proposed  that  "  British  ships  would  be 
permitted  to  bring  into  the  United  States  the 
produce  and  manufactures  of  that  nation,  but 
should  not  be  permitted  to  carry  from  the  Unit- 
ed States  any  of  the  produce  thereof,*'  and  the 
same  as  to  France.  This  most  eztraordinaxy 
proposition  was  unanimously  rejected  bj  the 
conferees  on  the  part  of  the  Senate.  Strip  the 
proposition,  and  what  language  does  it  speak  f 
That  the  British  merchant  may  send  into  jour 
ports  his  ships  and  fill  your  market  with  British 
goods,  to  the  great  ii^ury  of  your  infant  manu- 
factories; he  may  enter  into  competition  with 
them  and  work  their  destruction.  But  he  must 
not  enter  into  competition  with  tiie  merchants 
in  the  purchase  of  a  return  cargo,  nor  with  the 
ship  owners  in  the  carrying  of  the  produce  of 
the  country.  No,  sir,  that  was  hallowed  ground, 
and  must  not  be  trodden.  The  conferees  of  the 
two  Houses  could  not  a^ree,  and  the  question 
now  before  the  Senate  is,  to  adhere  to  their 
amendments.  For  which  I  shall  vote,  although 
the  bill  will  then  not  be  such  as  I  wish  it 
had  been.  But,  sir,  it  cannot  in  this  stage  be 
amended.  I  am  aware  that  my  vote  will  be 
disapproved  by  many  of  my  friends.  But,  sir, 
I  trust  that  time,  and  a  further  conaideraticm  ol 
the  subject,  will  convince  them  that  mj  objec* 
tions  to  the  rejected  sections  have  not  been  un 
founded. 

The  question  being  then  taken  that  the  Sen- 
ate adhere  to  their  amendments,  it  was  d^er- 
mined  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  17,  nays  15,  as 
follows : 

Teas. — Messra,  Anderson,  Bayard,  ChampUn, 
GaSlard,  German,  Oilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  HiD- 
house,  Horsey,  Leib,  Uoyd,  Parker,  Pickering,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Snmter,  and  Whitedde. 

Nats.  —  Messrs.  Bradley,  Brent,  Campbell,  Clay, 
Gondii,  Crawford,  Franklin,  GQes,  Lambert,  Math- 
ewson,  Meigs,  Pope,  Smith  of  New  Toik,  Tait,  and 
Tnmer. 


Thubsdat,  March  22. 
Ifational  JBank, 
Mr.  Batard,  from  the  committee  appdlnied 
on  the  subject  the  thirteenth  instant,  reported 
a  bill  makmg  provision  for  the  establishment  of 
a  National  Bank ;  and  the  bill  was  read  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

[The  bill  was  for  a  new  bank  <^  SO  millioos  oi^. 
tal,  the  subscription  for  sharea  open  to  evoj  ottmn 
of  the  United  States  or  of  its  Terrrt(»1efl^  to  copart- 
nerships composed  of  such  citizens  or  body  politie  in- 
corporated within  the  United  States,  to  the 
of  1000  shares.] 


Wediibsday,  April  4. 
Bank  ofths  UhiUd  Statei. 
The  Pbbsidbnt  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
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Bank  of  the  United  States. 


MlowiDg  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, made  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  2d  instant : 

Tbkasubt  Dkpabtmeiit,  Aprils,  1810. 
Sir  :  I  have  tho  honor  to  transmit  a  report,  pre- 
pared in  obedience  to  the  reaolation  of  the  Senate  of 
yerterday. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &e , 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

To  tie  homorable  the  Pretident  of  the  Senate: 

The  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasory,  in  obedience  to  the 
reeolntion  of  the  Senate,  of  the  2d  instant,  respect- 
foS^  reports    ■ 

That  the  statement  annexed  to  the  report  made  to 
the  Senate  on  the  2d  day  of  March,  1809,  contained 
flU  the  dividends  made  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  firom  its  establishment  to  the  date  of  the  re- 
port, as  stated  to  the  Treasury  by  the  bank. 

Tliat  the  annexed  table,  (A,)  being  a  transcript  of 
the  above-mentioned  statement,  with  the  addition  of 
tiie  dividends  made  on  the  1st  day  of  Jnly,  1809, 
mud  on  the  first  day  of  January  last,  embraces  not 
only  the  semi-annnal  dividends  of  4  per  cent.,  bat 
mlso  all  the  extra  dividends  which  are  within  the 
knowledge  of  this  Department,  and  which,  it  is  be- 
lieved, have  ever  been  made  by  the  bank ;  making, 
in  the  whole,  an  average  of  8  18-86  per  cent  a  year. 
That  there  remained  to  the  credit  of  the  bank, 
after  payment  of  the  dividend  made  on  the  first  day 
of  January  last,  a  suiplos  of  $409,410,  consisting  of 
two  items,  viz :  $125,000,  designated  by  the  name 
of  **  General  Bank  Estate,"  intended  as  an  offiet 
against  decay  and  presumed  loss,  in  case  of  sale  of 
the  real  estate  of  the  bank— that  estate  having  been 
paid  for  from  the  capital  stock,  and  not  from  the 
profits  of  the  hank ;  and  $284,410,  designated  by  the 
name  of  ^  Contingent  Fund,"  intended  in  the  first 
place  to  cover  losses  arising  from  bad  debts,  not  yet 
aetosHy  lost ;  and  the  residue  of  which,  if  any,  will 
be  appBcable  to  another  extra  dividend. 

That  the  nominal  profit  resultiiu^  to  the  bank,  from 
eadi  of  its  offices  of  discount  and  deposit,  could  not 
be  ascertained  without  an  investigation  of  all  the 
weekly  letnms  made  to  this  Department;  and  that 
there  are  no  returns  &mn  which  the  actual  loss  sus- 
tained by  each  office  can  be  known. 

But,  tiiat  the  statement  (B)  shows  the  permanent 
capital  given  to  each  offioe  of  discount  and  deposit; 
the  balance  due  in  account  current  by  the  offices  of 
the  bank,  (exclusive  and  in  addition  to  the  said  per- 
manent capital,)  on  the  27ih  day  of  March  last ;  the 
amount  of  the  notes  actually  discounted  and  due  to 
the  bank  by  the  last  returns,  specifying  the  amount 
diioottnted  at  Philadelphia,  and  at  each  office  respec- 
tively; and  an  estimate  oi  the  gross  amount  of  the 
aannal  expenses  and  losses  of  the  bank,  including  its 
Mveral  offices,  by  whkh  it  appears  that  the  annual 
azpenses,  being  about  $126,000  a  year,  the  ascer- 
ti&ed  losses  must  in  the  whole  have  amounted  to 
about  $35,000  a  year. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 


[Skxa 


Dividends  on 

United  Statee  Bank  Stock. 

Ko. 

Bate. 

Rate 
p.ct. 

No. 

Date. 

Bate 
^ot 

1 

July,         1792 

19 

July,         1801 

2 

January,  1798 

20 

January,  1802 

% 

8 

July, 

8f 

21 

July, 

4 

January,  1794 

8J* 

22 

January,  1808 

4+t 

6 

July, 

23 

July,           " 

8 

January,  1795 

24 

January,  1804 

^it 

7 

July, 

25 

July, 

8 

January,  1796 

26 

January,  1805 

9 

July, 

27 

July,           « 

10 

January,  1797 

28 

Januaiy,  1806 

11 

July, 

29. 

July,           «« 

12 

January,  1798 

6t 

80 

January,  1807 

6  t 

18 

July,           " 

81 

July, 

14 

January,  1799 

82 

January,  1808 

15 

July, 

88 

July, 

16 

January,  1800 

84 

January,  1809 

17 

July, 

85 

July,           " 

18 

January,  1801 

6t 

86 

January,  1810 

*  DivldeBda  ihllliig  short  of  the  rate  of  8  per  oent  per  annum, 
t  Inoladlng  extra  dividenda. 

Statement  of  the  eapUsd  of  the  several  ftraiu^et,  and  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  <f  the  antount  of 
discounts  ^  the  last  received  returns. 


Cities.  &0. 

OapltaL 

Ami  of  notes 

Boston           .      .      . 

$700,000 

$998,859 

New  York 

1,800,000 

4,175,874 

Baltimore 

600,000 

1,849,550 

Washington 

200,000 

485,285 

Norfolk 

600,000 

880,170 

Charleston 

600,000 

1,409,916 

Savannah 

500,000 

1,054,118 

New  Orleans      •      . 

800,000 

611,517 

Philadelphia- 

Balance    due   the 

current,   by   the 

offices  $750,000 

Cap.  leifd  8,950,000 

4,700,000 

$10,000,000 

Funded  debt      .       . 

• 

1,411,620 

1 

$16,949,497 

EstinuOeofthe  expenses  and  losses  of  the  Bank. 
Six  per  cent  on  $17,000,000,  estimated  as  per  above, 

as  the  amount  usually  loaned  on  interest,  is,  per 

annum,  $l,020,000^to  wit: 
Dividend  of  8  18-86  per  oent  a  year,  on  ten  millions 

of  dollars  actually  paid  to  the  stockholders,  is,  per 

annum $886^111 

Undivided  surplus  on  the  1st  January,  1810, 

$409,410,  divided  by  18  years,  wouhi  be 

equal  to  an  annual  dividend  of       .        .    22,745 
Leaving  for  the  estimated  annual  amount  of 

expenses  and  losses        .  .  161,144 

Total f  1,020,000 
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[Afbh^  18ia 


TuBSDAT,  April  10. 
The  Mississippi  Biter  Pirate^  Mason, 

Mr.  Olat  ^presented  the  petition  of  Elisha 
WinterS)  stating  that^  in  the  years  1801, 1802, 
and  1808,  the  wilderness  from  Natchez  to  £en- 
tnoky,  and  the  river  Mississippi,  was  infested  hy  a 
notorious  gang  of  highway  robbers,  headed  by  a 
certain  Samnel  Mason,  and  that  the  petitioner 
was  the  means  by  which  the  said  Mason  was 
killed,  two  of  his  accomplices  apprehended  and 
executed,  and  the  remainder  of  the  banditti  dis- 
persed, and  praying  he  may  be  allowed  the  re- 
ward offered  for  the  apprehension  of  the  said 
Mason  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or 
by  the  then  Governor  of  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon;  and  Messrs.  Clay,  Whitesidb,  and 
Obawvobd,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  biU  for  the  establishment  of  a  Quar- 
ter-master's department;  and  it  was  agreed 
that  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  April  17. 

The  Vice  President  being  absent,  the  Sen- 
ate proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  President 
pro  tem,y  as  the  constitution  provides ;  and  the 
Hon.  John  Gaillabd  was  elected. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  wait  on  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  acquaint 
him  that  the  Senate  have,  in  the  absence  of  the 
Vice  Pbesident,  elected  the  Hon.  John  Gail- 
labd, President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  make  a  like 
communication  to  the  House  of  Sepresenta- 
tives. 


Wednesday,  April  18. 
Jfational  Bank, 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  making  provision  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  National  Bank. 

Cn  tnotion,  by  Mr.  Hillhoube,  to  strike  out 
the  first  section  of  the  bUl,  the  Senate  was 
equally  divided — ^yeas  15,  nays  15,  as  follows: 

Teas. — Messrs.  Brent,  Champlin,  Geiman,  Gil- 
mmn,  Qoodrich,  Hillhonse,  Honey,  lioyd,  Meigs, 
Pickerings  Pope,  Eeed,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait, 
and  Whiteside. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bradley,  Clay, 
Condit,  Crawford,  Franklin,  GaiUard,  Giles,  Gregg, 
Lambert,  Leib,  Smith  of  Maxyland,  Sumter,  and 
Tomer. 

So  the  question  was  lost 


Fbidat,  April  20. 
Territory  iff  Orleans. 
Hitf  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Orleans  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  government,  and  for  the  admission  of 


such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States,  and  for  other  purposes ; 
and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Clay,  to  amend  the  hill, 
by  adding  at  the  end  of  the  third  section  the 
following  words: 

"  Promded  furthetf  That  the  said  convention  shall, 
by  an  article  in  the  constitution  so  to  be  formed,  ir- 
revocable without  the  consent  of  the  United  States, 
provide,  that,  after  the  admission  into  the  Union  of 
the  said  Territory  of  Orleans  as  a  State,  the  ]aw« 
which  SQoh  State  may  pass  shall  be  promulgated,  and 
its  records  of  every  description  shall  be  preservod, 
and  its  written,  judicial,  and  legislative  proceedings 
conducted,  in  the  language  in  which  the  laws  and 
the  written,  judicial,  and  legidative  proceedings  of 
the  United  States  are  now  published  and  conducted :" 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmatlTe — jeaM 
17,  nays  13,  as  follows: 

Teas. — ^Messrs.  Bayard,  CampbeD,  ChampBn, 
Clay,  Giles,  Oilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey^  Lambert^ 
Leib,  Lloyd,  Meigs,  Pickering,  Pope,  Smi^  of  Maiy- 
land.  Smith  of  New  York,  and  Turner. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bradley,  Condit,  Craw- 
ford, Franklin,  GaiDard,  German,  Gregg,  wniKftn— ^ 
Reed,  Sumter,  and  Mluteside. 


Wednesday,  April  26. 
Ifdtional  Bank. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  making  provision  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  National  Bank.  And  on  motion, 
by  Mr.  Batabd,  that  the  further  consideradoa 
thereof  be  postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in 
December  next,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirm- 
ative—yeas  17,  nays  14,  as  follows : 

Yba&— Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Brent,  Champ- 
lin, Crawford,  German,  QUman,  Goodrich,  HiUhoofls^ 
Horsey,  Lloyd,  Pickering,  Pope,  Reed,  Smidiof  New 
York,  Sumter,  and  Turner. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Clay,  Condit,  Franklin, 
GaOlard,  Giles,  Gregg,  Lambert,  Leib,  Mathewson, 
Meigs,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Bfaiyland,  andWhttesids. 


Thtjesdat,  April  26. 

The  S^uite  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  providing  for 
the  sale  of  certain  lands  in  the  Indiana  Territorf, 
and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  having  agreed  to 
the  amendments  reported  by  the  select  commit- 
tee, the  Pbesident  reported  it  to  the  House  ao- 
cordingly ;  and  on  the  question,  ShaU  this  bill 
be  read  the  third  time,  as  amended!  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  committee,  reported 
the  bill  allowing  compensation  to  Robert  Bob- 
inaon  correctly  engrossed;  and  the  bill  was 
read  the  third  time ;  aud  the  blank  having  beea 
ffiled  with  the  words  five  hundred — 
^  Besolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  tho 
tide  thereof  be  *' An  act  allowing  compensatioa 
to  Robert  Robinson." 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  yester- 
day on  the  subject,  which  was  amended  and 
agreed  to,  as  follows: 
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[Sehazb. 


Boohed^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  direicted  to  lay  before  the  Senate  a  etatement 
of  all  daimB  which  have  been  adjusted  and  al- 
lowed at  the  Treasury  Department^  in  virtue 
of  the  law  entitled  ^  An  act  providing  for  the 
Bettlement  of  the  claims  of  persons,  under  par- 
ticolar  circumstances,  barrea  by  the  limitations 
heretofore  established;"  and  also^  a  statement 
of  the  balances  standing  in  the  books  of  the 
Treasury  against  the  United  States,  which  are 
birred  Ij  the  statute  of  limitations,  together 
nith  his  opinion  whether  the  said  statute  can 
be  modified  or  repealed,  as  to  that  or  any  other 
description  of  daima,  without  subjecting  the 
Government  to  imposition. 

Mr.  Cult  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  aak  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  supplementa- 
ry to  an  aet,  entitied  "An  act  for  the  punish- 
ment of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
States." 

The  bill  entitied  "  An  act  authorizing  a  loan 
of  money,  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  the  amount 
of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt  reimbursable 
during  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  ten,'^  was  read  tiie  second  time,  and  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  five 
members^  to  consider  and  report  thereon,  and 
Messrs.  Smith  of  Maryland,  Gra-wfobd,  Llotd, 
FsAjnoxN,  and  HnxHousB,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

Territory  of  Orleamx. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Orleans  to  form  a  constitution  ^d 
State  government,  and  for  the  admission  of 
sudi  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States,  and  for  other  purposes ; 
together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto 
l^  the  select  committee.  On  motion,  by  Mr. 
UiLLHoiTSE,  to  add,  at  the  end  of  the  bill,  the 
foSofring  words : 

"^Pro6ded,  That  the  aereral  States  ahsU  aceent 
thereto,  or  an  amendment  to  the  Constitation  of  the 
United  States  shall  anthorice  Congxess  to  admit  said 
Temtoiy  of  Orleans  into  the  Union,  on  the  footing  of 
tiMorig^  States:" 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — ^yeas  8, 
nays  20,  as  follows: 

Teas. — ^Messrs.  GhampUn,  German,  Goodrich, 
HmhooK,  Horsey,  Lloyd,  Pickering,  and  Reed. 

Katb. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Brent,  Clay,  Condit, 
Crawfoid,  FtanUin,  GaiUard,  Giles,  Gilman,  Gregg, 
Lambert,  Leib,  liaihewson,  Meigs,  Pope,  Smith  of 
Uaiyland,  Somter,  Tait,  Tomer,  and  Whiteside. 

And  the  report  of  the  select  committee  hav- 
ing been  agreed  to,'  and  the  bill  further  amend- 
ed, the  President  reported  it  to  the  House 
aooordingly.  On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill 
be  engroased  and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  18, 
nays 9,  as  follows; 

Yeas. —  Messrs.  Anderson,  Brent,  Clay,  Condit, 
Crtwford,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Grege,  Lambert, 
Lloyd,  Mathewson,  Meigs,  Smith  of  Ma^and,  Snm- 
ter,Tatt,  Tomer,  and  Whiteside. 


NATa — ^MessrSb  ChampUn,  German,  Gilman,  Good- 
rich, HiUhoose,  Horsey,  Leib,  Pickering,  and  Reed. 


Monday,  April  30. 
Bfvrred  Cladma, . 
The  Pbbsidekt  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  the  Treas^ 
ury,  made  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  26th  instant,  on  the  subject  of 
claims  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations ;  and 
the  report  was  read,  as  follows : 

Treasury  Dbpabimemt,  A^l  28, 1810. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  report  pre- 
pared in  obedience  to  the  zesolation  of  the  Senate,  of 
the  twenty-six  instant.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 
ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

To  the  Honorable  the  President  of  the  Senate : 

The  Seoretaiy  of  the  Treasory,  in  obedience  to  the 
resolotion  of  the  Senate,  of  the  26th  instant,  respect- 
folly  reports — 

That  it  appears,  by  the  letter  from  the  Register  of 
the  Treasury,  herewith  transmitted,  that  the  state- 
ment of  all  tiie  claims  adjusted  and  allowed,  by  vir- 
tne  of  the  act,  entitled  **  An  act  providing  for  the 
settlement  of  the  claims  of  persons  onder  particolar 
circomstances,  barred  by  the  limitations  heretofore 
established,"  cannot  be  oompleted  before  the  day  con- 
templated for  the  adjoomment  of  Congress,  but  will 
be  prepared  so  as  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  at  the 
commencement  of  their  next  session. 

That  the  statement  (A)  herewith  transmitted,  ex- 
hibits the  amount  of  the  balances  standing  on  the 
books  of  the  Treasury  against  the  United  States, 
which  are  barred  by  die  statutes  oi  limitation,  and 
arranged  onder  the  following  heads,  viz : 
Loan  Office  certificates  -  $90,811  86 

Indents  for  interest  on  the  poblic  debt        64,690  98 
Final  settlement  certificates  -        -    28,878  24 

Commissioners*  certificates  -        -      4,804  88 

Army  commissioners'  do.  -        *    46,468  97 

Credits  given  in  lieo  of  army  commission- 
ers' certificates  cancelled      *^  -        -    28,674  80 
Credits  for  pay  of  the  army,  for  which  no. 

certificates  were  ever  issued  -  -  17,182  11 
Invalid  pensions  -        -        •    16,685  46 


Amoonting  together  to 


292,491  28 


That  so  far  as  relates  to  the  said  balances,  which 
result  altogether  from  accounts  actuaUy  settled  at  the 
Treasury,  the  statute  of  limitation  can  be  repealed 
without  sobjectinff  the  Government  to  imposition; 
but  that  considering  the  length  of  time  which  has 
elapsed  since  the  claims  have  been  barred,  and  the 
little  value  on  that  account  affixed  to  them,  the  re- 
peal of  the  statute,  unless  properly  guarded  in  that 
yspect,  may  not  generally  benefit  the  rightful  claim- 
ants. 

And  that  with  the  exception  of  those  balances,  it 
is  not  believed  that  it  would  be  safe  to  repeal  the 
statute  of  limitation  in  relation  to  any  other  general 
description  of  claims;  although  there  may  be  special 
cases  in  which,  notwithstanding  the  lapse  of  time,  the 
proper  proofs  and  checks  may  still  exist,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent any  imposition  on  the  public. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN, 
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Tuesday,  May  1. 
Barred  Olainu. 

Mr.  HnLLHouBx,  from  the  same  oommittee, 
further  reported  as  follows : 

Reaohedy  That  the  Secretaxy  for  the  Department 
of  the  Treamuy  report  to  the  Senate,  at  their  next 
meeting,  the  nocesBazy  provisions  fbr  guarding  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  from  fraud  and  imposi* 
tion  on  the  removal  of  the  statute  of  limitations,  in 
relation  to  the  following  clauns  mentioned  in  his  re- 
port of  the  28th  of  Api^,  1810,  viz : 

1.  Loan  office  certificates. 

2.  Indents  for  interest  on  the  puhlic  debt 
8.  Final  settlement  certificates. 

4.  Commissioners'  certificates. 

5.  Army  certificates. 

6.  Credits  given  in  lieu  of  Army  certificates  can- 
celled. 

7.  Credits  for  the  pay  of  the  Army,  for  which  no 
certificates  were  issued. 

8.  Invalid  pension. 


Also,  how  far  the  statute  of  limitations  may  with 
safety  he  removed,  as  to  claims  for  personal  sernoes 
rendered  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  dnrii^ 
the  Revolutionary  war,  and  the  guard  and  checks 
necessaiy  and  proper  to  be  adopted. 

And  the  report  was  considered  and  agreed  ta 
Adjournment. 

Mr.  Obawfobd,  firom  the  joint  committee,  re- 
ported that  they  had  waited  on  the  Prendent  of 
the  United  States,  who  informed  them  that  he 
had  no  further  oommnnication  to  make  to  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress. 

Ordered^  That  the  Seoretaiy  notify  the  House 
of  Bepresentatives  that  the  Senate,  having  fin- 
ished the  business  before  them,  are  about  to 
adjourn. 

The  Secretary  haying  perfonned  that  duty, 
the  President  acyoumed  the  Senate  without 
day. 
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ELEVENTH  CONGRESS -SECOND  SESSION. 


PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


THE    HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES, 


Monday,  November  2T,  1809. 

This  being  the  day  appointed  by  law  for  the 
meeting  of  Congress,  the  following  members  of 
the  HoQse  of  Representatives  appeared,  and  took 
their  seats^  to  wit : 

From  Ne»  ffampahire — Daziiel  BlAisdell,  and  Nar 
thaniel  A.  Haven. 

Fnm  JfawaoftiMflft*— Ezekiel  Bacon,  Richard  Catts^ 
William  Ely,  Baizillai  Gannett,  Josiah  Quincy,  Saml 
Taogart,  (diaries  Turner,  jr.,  Jabez  Upham,  Joseph 
B.  l^miun.  (the  Speaker,)  and  Laban  Wheaton. 

From  Vemont — William  Chamberlin,  Martin 
Chittenden,  Jonathan  H.  Hnbbard,  and  Samnel  Shaw. 

From  Rkodi  Island — ^Richard  Jackson. 

From  Connecticut — Epaphroditos  Champion,  Sam- 
uel W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  Jonathan  0.  Moaely, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Lewis  B.  Stnxges,  and  Ben- 
jamin Tallmadge. 

From  Ntw  Forib— James  Emott,  Jonathan  Fisk, 
Thomaa  R.  Gold,  Robert  Le  R07  Livingston,  Peter 
B.  Porter,  Eraatus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas 
John   Thompson,    and   Killian   E.  Van 


From  New^  Jcncff — ^Adam  Boyd,  James  Cox,  Wil- 
liam Helms,  Jacob  Hnfty,  Thomas  Newbold,  and 
Heniy  Southard. 

From  Pemuylvonia — ^William  Anderson,  David 
Bard,  Robert  Brown,  William  Crawford,  Aaron  Lyle, 
William  Ifilnor,  John  Porter,  John  Riea,  Matthias 
Ricbards,  John  Smilie,  Geoige  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
and  Robert  WhitehilL 

From  Maryland — Charles  Goldsborongh,  John 
Mon^diery,  Nicholas  R  Moore,  Roger  Nelson,  and 
Archibald  Van  Home. 

Jhvm  Virginia — Burwell  Bassett,  James  Bieoken* 
ridge,  John  Clopton,  John  Dawson,  John  W.  Eppes, 
ThomasGholson,  junior,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  John  G. 
Jaekson,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  John  Love,  Thomaa 
Newton,  John  T.  Roane,  John  Smith,  and  James 


From  North  Coro^tiKi— Willis  Alston,  junior,  James 
Cochran,  William  Kennedy,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Archi- 
bald M<^ride,  Joseph  Peamn,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  and 
Richard  Stanford. 

From  Sovth  Caroima^hemnel  J.  Alston,  William 
Bvtkr,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Robert  Marion,  Thomas 
Moon,  and  John  Taylor. 

From  (rsoryut— Howell  Cobb,  and  Geoige  M.  Thmp. 

From  (MUo— Jeremiah  Morrow. 


From  Kentucky — Joseph  Desha,  Benjamin  Howard, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  and  Samuel  McKee. 

fyom  Tennesietf^-Pleasant  M.  Miller,  John  Rhea, 
and  Robert  Weakly. 

From  Mienet^ppi  TVrrttoty—George  Poindexter. 

From  Indiana  Tirrttory-— Jonathan  Jennings. 

From  OHeant  Territory — Julien  Poydras. 

Adam  Setbebt,  returned  to  serve  as  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
in  the  room  of  Benjamin  Say,  resigned,  ap- 
peared, produced  his  credentials,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat. 

Jonathan  Jennings,  returned  to  serve  as  a 
Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Indiana,  appear- 
ed, produced  his  credentials,  was  quaMed,  and 
took  his  seat 

A  quorum,  consisting  of  a  minority  of  the 
whole  number,  being  present,  Mr.  Goodwtm  and 
Mr.  Root  were  appointed  a  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  House,  jointly  with  such  committee 
as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate, 
to  wait  on  tlie  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  inform  him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two 
Houses  is  assembled,  and  ready  to  receive  any 
communications  he  may  be  pleased  to  make  to 
them. 


Tuesday,  November  28. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  New 
Hampshire,  John  0.  Chamberlain  and  Jambs 
Wilson  ;  from  Rhode  Island,  Elisha  B.  Pot- 
ter ;  from  Pennsylvania,  "Willum  Findlat  and 
Daniel  Heisteb;  from  Virginia,  Matthew 
Clay  and  Jaoob  Swoops;  and  from  North 
Carolina,  John  Stanley,  appeared,  and  took 
their  seats  in  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  is  assem- 
bled, and  ready  to  proceed  to  business.  They 
have  appointed  a  committee  on  their  part, 
jointly  with  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
part  of  this  House,  to  inform  the  President  that 
a  quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is  assembled,  and 
ready  to  receive  any  communications  that  he 
may  be  pleased  to  make  them. 

The  Spbakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  certifi- 
cate of  the  election  of  Adam  Seybsbt,  to  serve 
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as  a  member  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  in 
the  room  of  Benjamin  Say,  resigned;  which 
was  read,  and,  together  with  the  certificate  of 
the  dection  of  Jonathan  Jennings,  the  dele- 
gate from  the  Territory  of  Indiana,  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Elections. 


Wbdnssday,  November  29. 
Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  New 
York,  John  Nicholson  ;  from  Maryland,  John 
BaowN;  and  from   Virginia,  Waltbr  Jonbs, 
appeared,  and  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

Thubsdat,  November  80. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  New 
Hampshire,  William  Halb  ;  from  Massachnsetts, 
Gideon  Gabdneb  and  Ezekisl  Whitman  ;  and 
from  New  York,  Vincent  Matthews,  appear- 
ed, and  took  their  seats  in  the  Honse. 

The  Spbakeb  laid  before  the  Honse  the  fol- 
lowing letter,  which  was  read  : 

Respect  for  the  Howe, 
To  (Ae  Sp&dcer  oflhs  ffotue  ofRepre9entaHve$: 

Sir :  An  occurrence  having  recently  taken  place 
between  a  member  of  the  Home  of  Repreaentativet 
and  myself  produced  by  circumBtances  not  at  all  con- 
nected with  his  official  doties  or  opiniona,  which  from 
the  time  and  place  may  be  considered  disrespectful  to 
the  Honse  of  Representati^'es,  I  take  the  liberty  of 
tendering  through  you  my  most  respectftd  declara- 
tions, that  I  am  the  last  who  wonld  wilfully  manifest 
a  deficiency  of  that  reverence  which  is  due  to  the 
Representatives  of  my  countiy,  or  that  sacred  regard 
which  is  alK>  due  to  dieir  privileges. 

To  yourself,  sir,  personally,  I  tender  the  assurances 
of  my  very  great  respeot.  L  A.  COLES.* 

Novembbr  29,  1809. 

[No  order  having  been  taken  on  it,  the  letter 
lies  on  the  table  of  course.] 

Fbioat,  December  1. 
Two  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Virginia, 
Edwin  Gbat  ;  and  from  North  Carolina,  Ifo- 
SHAOK    Fbanklin,  appeared,  and   took  their 
seats  in  the  House. 

Samgation  Laws, 
Mr.  Maoon  said  he  wished  early  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Honse  to  two  motions,  the 
object  of  which  he  deemed  to  be  very  impor- 
tant The  first  of  them  had  been  formerly  sub- 
mitted to  the  Honse  by  a  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  (Mr.  Eablt)  but  never  acted  on,  and 
afterward^  by  a  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  D.  B.  Williams;)  the  other  had  been  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Maoon  himself  at  the  last  session, 
but  at  so  late  a  period  that  it  had  not  been 
acted  on.  It  appeared  to  Mr.  Maoon  that  these 
motions  combined  with  one  submitted  at  dif- 
ferent times  by  a  gentleman  from  Connecticut, 
(Mr.  Dana,)  would  form  something  like  a  sys- 
tem. The  object  of  the  first  motion  he  was 
about  to  submit,  was  to  prohibit  any  foreign 
vessel  from  coming  from  any  port  or  place  to 

«  CoL  Ibmo  a.  Coles,  prlrate  secretary  to  Mr.  JefeSersoii. 


which  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  coold  not 
go.  Gentlemen  would  at  once  observe  that 
there  were  many  places  whence  vessels  came  to 
this  country,  to  which  we  cannot  go,  and  would 
perceive  the  extent  of  the  motion.  The  other 
motion  related  to  sea-letter  vessels  only.  Mr. 
Maoon  said  he  wished  to  put  them  out  of  the 
nation,  and  to  have  no  ve^els  belonging  to  the 
United  States  which  were  not  perfectly  Ameri- 
can. He  would  have  our  vessels  wholly  Ameri- 
can, or  they  should  not  at  all  partake  of  the 
character  of  American  vessels. 

After  declaring  that  he  considered  his  mo- 
tions as  calculated  for  permanent  regulations, 
Mr.  Maoon  submitted  the  following  resolutioDs : 

JUaeihedf  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Hannfaotnres  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  prohibitiog  the  entry  of  any  vessel  into  the 
United  States  from  any  port  or  place  to  iriiidh  a 
vessel  of  the  United  States  is  not  admitted  by  perma- 
nent regulation  of  the  Government  owning  nich  port 
or  place  by  treaty. 

Retolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Commeroe  and 
Manufactures  be  instmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  authorizing  the  registering  anew  of  veasels 
bnUt  in  t£e  United  States,  ^v^ch  are  owned  in  whole 
by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  any  disability  incur- 
red by  such  vessel  to  the  contraxy  notwithstandizig; 
and  also  into  the  expediency  of  forbidding  bylaw 
sea-letters  or  any  cuistom-honse  documents  bein|^ 
granted  to  vessels  not  registered  or  licensed  accord- 
ing to  law,  or  not  owned  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States^  wiUiin  a  limited  time  after  the  passing  of  such 
a  law. 

Mr.  Newton  having  seconded  these  motionS| 
Mr.  Maoon  moved  to  refer  them  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commeroe  mad  ManufiEictures. 

Mr.  Dana  observed  that  these  resolutions  had 
in  view  merely  an  investigation  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  lunufactures  into  the 
subject  of  them.  On  such  a  question  it  was  but 
necessary  to  ask  whether  the  subject  be  of  itself 
interesting,  and  whether  or  not  the  propodtion 
bears  on  the  face  of  it  so  much  of  probability 
and  propriety  that  there  could  be  no  objection 
to  it  on  the  score  of  its  being  utterly  inadmis- 
sible. Unless,  therefore,  the  propositions  were 
utterly  inadmissible,  if  they  related  to  a  aaljeet 
interesting  to  the  nation  in  time  of  peace  aa 
well  as  of  war,  if  they  had  a  oonnectioa  with 
one  great  branch  of  niUional  policy,  there  coold 
be  no  objection  to  have  them  investigated  by  a 
committee.  Without  ezpressing  any  i^inioa 
on  the  first  proposition,  which  embraced  a 
variety  of  important  considerations,  Mr.  D.  aud 
that  the  motions  were  reoonmiended  to  the 
House  by  their  beitag  founded  on  permaneiit 
principles,  to  which  we  nation  may  adhere  in 
every  alternative ;  and  in  addition  to  the  atten- 
tion due  to  them  because  they  were  of  a  permar 
nent  character  and  not  merely  temporary  expe- 
dients, they  might  contribute  to  some  of  thoee 
measures  of  temponur  policy  deemed  proper, 
and  without  a  possibility  of  thwarting,  might 
perhaps  aid  any  project  tiie  Government  mi^t 
adopt.  As  to  th^  second  resolution,  that  he 
considered  important  in  another  poinfrof  view, 
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ts  tending  to  enooorage  Americaa  mannfactures. 
If  there  be  any  mannfactore  which  requires 
great  precision  of  soienoe  and  experimental 
Bkfl],  any  one  which  embraces  more  of  the 
profoand  and  elevated  principles  of  science,  and 
requires  more  dexterity  in  practical  execution 
than  any  other,  it  is  the  constructing  of  ships. 
With  these  ideas,  whidi  Mr.  Dana  said  were 
not  applicable  to  the  merits  of  the  proposition, 
bat  to  the  question  of  reference,  he  should  vote 
for  reftrring  them.  He  was  extremely  glad  the 
motions  b»i  been  brought  forward,  and  par- 
ticokrly  that  they  bad  been  introduced  by  a 
gentieman  so  well  qualified  to  sustain  them,  by 
his  character  and  talents. 

The  motion  for  referring  Mr.  Maoon^s  propo- 
BitioDs  W8S  carried. 

[The  following  gentlemen  compose  this  com- 
mittee :  Messrs.  Tallmadob,  Olat,  Butlbb,  Rea 
of  Psnnsylrania,  Wsaklst,  Hale,  Tubneb.] 

7.  BnoUedy  That  so  much  of  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  relates 
to  the  finances  of  the  United  States,  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

8.  Besohedy  That  so  much  of  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  relates 
to  the  fortifications  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of 
the  United  States,  be  referred  to  a  select  com- 
nuttee. 

[This  committee  is  composed  of  the  following 
geniienien:  Messrs.  Cloftoit,  John  Pobtbb, 
I^iDTSy    MoKnc,    Gabdbbb,    MoBbtdb,    and 

WiTHSBSPOOK.] 


Monday,  December  4. 
Several  other  members  to  wit:  from  Mary- 
land, AiBXAKDEB  MoEjm  ;  firom  North  Carolina, 
Thoxab  Kbnan  ;  from  South  Carolina,  Bobebt 
Withxbspook;  from  Kentucky,  Hbnbt  Cbist; 
and  from  Georgia,  William  W.  Bibb,  appeared, 
and  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

Committee  of  MwMtfactwree. 

Mr.  Sawtbb  asked  leave  to  lay  upon  the  ta- 
ble the  following  resolution,  of  a  nature  similar 
to  one  whicb  be  had  proposed  at  the  last  ses* 
non,  wbich,  from  the  shortness  of  the  session, 
he  presumed,  rather  than  from  any  tmfriendly 
disposition,  never  bad  been  acted  on: 

Besolvedj  That  a  standing  committee  be  appointed, 
to  be  called  tibe  Committee  of  Mannfactm^es,  whose 
doty  it  shall  be  to  take  into  consideration  all  sachpe- 
titionsi,  matten,  and  things,  tonching  mannfactores, 
at  shall  be  presented,  or  shall  or  may  come  in  qnes- 
tioa  and  be  refimred  to  Aem  by  the  House,  and  to 
nport,  from  time  to  time,  their  opinion  thereon. 

Mr.  S.  said  it  was  certainly  too  much  to  ex- 
pect any  one  commij^tee  to  do  justice  to  two 
sucb  important  subjects,  becoming  daily  more 
n,  as  those  of  commerce  and  manufactures. 
He  wished  to  have  employed  on  the  subject  of 
mannfactures  the  undivided  energies  of  the  best 
talents  of  the  House ;  he  hoped  that  fdl  the  rays 
of  patriotism  and  genius  in  the  House  would 
be  directed  to  this  subject  as  to  a  focal  point  at 
which  they  should  all  converge.  How  could  one 


committee  properly  attend  to  the  mass  of  business 
before  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures? The  subject  confided  to  them  could 
not  be  acted  on,  and  yet  important  matters 
were  continually  dropping  into  this  gulf  of  ob- 
livion. This  committee,  however,  did  all  that 
could  be  expected  of  them ;  he  did  not  believe 
that  any  member  of  it  was  hostile  to  manufac- 
tures ;  he  could  answer  for  the  chairman,  (Mr. 
Kewton,)  whom  he  knew  to  be  friendly  to 
manufactures,  both  from  precept  and  example. 
It  was  because  it  was  impossible  for  the  com- 
mittee to  attend  to  all  the  business  before  it, 
that  he  offered  the  resolution. 

Mr.  S.'s  motion  lies  on  the  table  one  day,  of 
course,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  House. 

ViolatUyM  of  Neutral  JSighU, 
Mr.  Tboup  begged  leave  to  submit  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House  several  resolutions, 
which  had  for  their  object  the  vindication  of 
the  commercial  rights  of  the  United  States 
against  the  belligerent  nations  of  Europe.  He 
submitted  them  at  this  time  with  less  reluctance, 
because  the  introduction  of  them  was  in  no- 
wise inconMstent  with  the  most  friendly  nego- 
tiation which  might  be  pendiug  with  foreign 
Governments.  It  is  high  time,  said  Mr.  T.,  in 
my  opinion,  that  these  commercial  rights  were 
either  vindicated  or  abandoned.  The  remnant 
of  commerce,  which  the  joint  operation  of  the 
belligerent  aecrees  has  left  to  us,  is  scarcely 
worSi  carrying  on.  To  designate  what  this 
little  is,  would  be  no  difficult  matter,  but  it 
would  be  superfluous;  every  one  who  hears  me 
understands  it. 

But,  it  would  be  well  to  inquire,  on  what 
principle  the  belligerents  pretend  to  justify  these 
commercial  restrictions  ?  The  avowed  princi* 
pie  is  retaliation,  but  is  it  the  true  principle  ? 
Unquestionably  not.  And  why  9  Because  it  is 
equally  asserted  by  both  belligerents.  Both 
cannot  be  retaliators;  one  must  be  the  ag- 
gressor, the  other  the  retaliatQr.  If  this  princi- 
ple, then,  be  equally  urged  by  both,  who  is  to 
judge  between  them  ?  If  the  alleged  principle  of 
retaliation  be  not  the  true  one,  what  is?  As 
respects  France,  the  true  principle  of  her  de- 
crees is  to  be  sought  in  the  policy  of  embarrass- 
ing England  by  excluding  from  the  continent 
British  merchandise;  and  as  to  Great  Britain, 
the  principle  of  her  Orders  in  Council  may  be 
found  in  the  consideration  of  her  interest  and 
her  power.  She  avowedly  contends  that  it  is 
her  interest  to  engross  the  commerce  of  the 
world;  that  she  has  the  power  to  engross  it, 
and,  therefore,  she  will  engross  it. 

But,  what  are  the  principles  more  specifically 
asserted  by  Great  Britain  ?  First,  the  right  of 
blockade  by  proclamation ;  second,  the  right  to 
turn  your  vessels  into  her  ports  to  pay  duty  and 
take  out  a  license.  This  right  of  blockading  by 
proclamation  is  not  a  right  growing  out  of  a 
state  of  war;  it  is  no  belligerent  right;  it  is  a 
pretension,  as  applicable  to  a  state  of  peace  as 
to  a  state  of  war,  and  if  we  submit  to  it  in  a 
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state  of  war,  we  most  submit  to  it  in  a  state  of 
peace.  The  onlj  principle  of  blockade  which 
we  recognize  is  that  which  gives  to  belligerents 
a  right  to  tnrn  from  ports  so  closely  invested  as 
to  make  the  entry  of  them  dangerous,  and  af- 
ter due  warning,  vessels  bound  to  them.  But 
the  right  asserted  \>j  Great  Britain  to  blockade 
by  a  piece  of  parchment  or  paper,  issued  from 
her  Council  Chamber,  a  port  or  ports,  a  king- 
dom or  kingdoms,  a  continent  or  continents,  is 
a  right  no  more  relative  to  a  state  of  war  than 
to  a  state  of  peace ;  and,  if  we  submit  to  the 
pretension  in  a  state  of  war,  we  must  equally 
submit  to  it  in  a  state  of  peace.  It  is  founded 
on  the  most  arbitrary  tyranny,  it  goes  to  the  an- 
nihilation of  your  commerce.  As  to  Hie  other 
right  of  forcing  our  vessels  into  her  ports,  to 
pay  duty  and  take  out  license,  this  is  equally 
applicable  to  a  state  of  peace  as  to  a  state  of 
war.  We  acknowledge  the  righ^  of  Great 
Britain,  or  any  other  nation,  to  shut  her  ports 
against  us,  provided  there  be  no  treaty  stipula- 
tion to  the  contrary.  But  the  right  of  Great 
Britain  or  of  France  to  shut  the  ports  of  any 
other  nation  against  us  is  a  right  no  more  ap- 
pertaining to  a  belligerent  than  to  a  neutnu. 
If  we  submit  to  it  in  war^  we  must  equally  sub- 
mit in  peace ;  and  this  right,  like  the  other,  is 
founded  in  the  most  arbitrary  tyranny.  What 
right  has  Britain  to  tyrannize  on  th«  ocean,  and 
prescribe  limits  to  our  trade?  She  will  not 
permit  to  us  a  trade  which  ahe  cannot  herself 
e]]\Joy;  she  prohibits  to  us  a  trade  which  our 
^Government  permits,  because  it  is  her  interest 
to  monopolize  it.  It  is  equally  our  interest  to 
monopolize,  and,  therefore,  if  you  please,  sir, 
we  will  prohibit  the  trade  which  her  Govern- 
ment permits,  and  which  it  is  our  interest  to 
monopolize. 

If  Great  Britain  can  rightly  prohibit  our  trade, 
because  it  is  her  interest  to  prohibit  it,  have  we 
not  the  right  to  prohibit  her  trade  for  the  some 
reason  f  If  she,  with  right  and  Justice,  can  stop 
and  seize,  and  confiscate  our  vessels  because 
they  attempt  a  trade  which  she  forbids,  and 
only  because  she  forbids  it,  cannot  our  Govern- 
ment do  the  same  in  relation  to  her  trade  ?  If  she 
can  turn  our  vessels  into  her  ports  to  pay  duty 
and  take  out  license,  what  prohibits  us  from 
doing  the  same  as  to  her  vessels?  England  is 
a  nation,  so  are  we.  England  is  independent^ 
so  are  we.  What  prohibits  us  from  doing  to 
England  what  lingland  does  to  us  ?  Unques- 
tionably nothing.  To  say  that  we  have  no  right 
to  do  to  England  what  England  does  to  us,  is  to 
acknowledge  our  own  inferiority ;  it  is  to  ac- 
knowledge that  she  may  demand  without  limit- 
ation, and  that  we  are  under  obligation  to  sub- 
mit without  limitation^ 

I  am  aware  that  it  may  be  objected  to  the 
resolutions  that  the  adoption  of  them  would 
lead  to  hostility:  but  the  same  objection  is 
equally  applicable  to  any  resolution  which 
would  go  to  the  vindication  of  our  commercial 
rights.  They  ought  not  to  lead  to  hostility; 
they  are  merely  retaliatory.    They  follow  the  j 


spirit  of  the  British  Orders  in  Council  and  French 
decrees,  and  therefore  cannot  be  complained  of 
by  either  power.  There  is  a  great  and  profit- 
able commerce,  and  rapidly  increasing,  pasang 
not  indeed  before  our  doors,  but  near  enough 
to  make  the  capture  of  vessels  engaged  in  it 
convenient  to  us,  which  the  resolutions  have 
chiefly  in  view.  I  allude  to  the  Brazil  and 
Spanish  Main  trade. 

Is  it  not  matter  of  surprise  that  a  commerce 
so  profitable,  so  extensive,  and  so  convenient, 
should  have  be^  permitted  to  a  Government 
which  p^mits  no  commerce  to  us  but  what  her 
convenience  and  her  interest  suggest  ?  Is  it  not 
strange  that  we  should  have  suffered  that  Gov- 
ernment to  participate  in  a  commerce  which 
both  our  interest  and  our  convenience  stimulate 
us  to  engross  ?  But,  above  all,  is  it  not  inex- 
plicable that  we  should  passively  have  suffered 
the  monopoly  of  it  by  her,  when  we  oorselTes 
were  willing  and  able  to  engross  it?  The  House 
will  perceive,  on  the  &ce  oS  the  resolution^ 
that,  as  they  regard  France,  they  are  equivalent 
to  a  war  measure — ^neither  by  a  war  measure, 
nor  by«that  which  I  have  the  honor  tp  submit, 
can  we  come  in  contact  with  France ;  she  has 
no  commerce  on  the  ocean.  In  rdation  to  Eng- 
land it  is  short,  infinitely  short,  of  war ;  because 
by  war  her  Continental  Colonies  would  fiill ; 
her  West  India  Islands  would  be  distressed,  and 
our  privateers  would  cut  up  her  commerce ;  but 
the  resolutions  propose  merely  to  retort  the 
evils  of  her  own  i^ustice,  to  do  to  her  what, 
and  no  more  than  what)  she  has  done  to  usw 
Reserving  for  another  occasion  any  further  re- 
marks, I  beg  leave  to  read  the  resolutions  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  T.  then  read  the  following  resolutions  : 

JReaolved^  That  it  ia  expedient  to  authorise  tiie  Pres- 
ident by  law  to  htBtmot  the  commaiiders  of  the  ann- 
ed  vessels  of  the  United  States  to  stop  and  bring  Into 
the  ports  of  the  same  all  ships  or  vessels  with  their 
cargoes,  the  property  of  the  subjects  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  and  of  the  Emperor  of  France,  bOTod 
to  ports  other  than  those  within  the  dominioDs  or 
colonies  of  either. 

Jtesolved,  That  it  is  expedient  further  to  aathorias 
by  law  the  detention  of  all  ships  or  vessels,  with  their 
cargoes,  the  property  of  the  sabjects  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  until  the  duties  to  be  regulated  and  as- 
certained by  law  shall  be  first  levied  and  collected 
upon  the  goods  and  merchandise  whereof  the  said 
ships  or  vessels  shall  be  laden,  and  until  the  Mid 
ships  or  vessels  shall  have  received  due  lioeoee  to 
depart 

lUsolv^dy  That  it  is  expedient  further  to  aufhoriao 
by  law  the  detention  of  all  ships  or  vessels,  with  their 
cargoes,  the  property  of  the  subijects  of  the  Emperor 
of  France,  brought  within  the  ports  of  the  United 
States,  there  to  abide  the  final  decision  or  order  of  the 
Government  in  relation  to  the  same. 

Resolved^  That  an  ad  valorem  duty  of be 

levied  and  collected  on  all  the  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise! of  British  product  or  manufacture. 

Re»dvedy  That  it  is  expedient  further  to  authoritt 
the  President,  on  payment  of  the  duties  authoriied 
to  be  levied  and  collected  on  the  goods  laden  on  board 
vessels  the  property  of  the  sabjects  of  the  King  of 
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Gnat  Britain,  forthwith  to  grant  a  license  to  nich 
vessels  to  depart  and  to  proceed  to  the  port  of  original 
destination  irithont  further  hindrance  or  mdestfi^on. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  these 
lesolotions — 

On  motioii  of  Mr.  Tboup,  they  were  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table,  as  he  stated,  to  give  every 
member  the  same  time  to  consider  them  as  he 
had  himself  taken. 


TuBBDAT,  December  5. 
Two  other  members,  to  wit,  from  Maryland, 
JoHx  Gamfbeix  ;    and  from  Georgia,  DsNins 
Smelt,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats  in  the 
House. 


Tuesday,  December  7. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  New  York, 
Ubi  Tjkaot,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
House. 

Ifr.  Bacon  said  he  held  in  his  hands  three 
proportions  which  deemed  it  his  daty  tb  silb- 
mit  to  the  Honse.  They  were  not  for  the  rega- 
lation  of  the  great  concerns  with  foreign  nations, 
hat  for  the  necessary  object  of  regulating  them- 
edves.  It  would  be  seen  that  these  resolutions 
had  not  grown  out  of  any  personal  considera- 
tions, nor  out  of  any  particular  case,  but  out  of 
the  serious  evils  to  which  the  Honse  had  been 
exposed  by  the  want  of  such  regulations  from 
the  commencement  of  the  Govei'nment.  In 
1796,  the  evil  had  risen  to  such  a  height  that 
the  House  had  unequivocally  expressed  its  opin- 
ion on  it^*  Mr.  B.  said  he  felt  it  his  duty  to 
express  his  sense  on  the  subject  by  laying  the 
resolutions  On  the  table,  and  more  particularly 
as  he  understood  that  the  subject  was  now 
agitated  in  the  committee  appointed  to  draught 
rules  and  orders  for  the  government  of  the  House. 
He  would  merely  remark  that  the  resolutions 
might  not  be  correct  in  form,  or  they  might  be 
altogether  erroneous  in  principle.  He  was  not 
soxioas  as  to  tile  particular  form  :  but  he  was 
decidedly  in  &vor  of  the  general  object^  and 
wished  to  take  the  sense  of  the  House  upon  it. 
For  himself  he  was  well  prepared  to  act  on 
them  ;  but  for  the  convenience  of  others  he 
wished  them  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Stmdved^  That  the  committee  appointed  to  rraprt 
on  the  rolei  and  orders  for  thegovemment  of  Ae 
House,  do  report  a  rale  dedaring,  **  That  if  any  mem- 
ber, in  the  coorae  of  debate,  shSll  make  nse  of  oppro- 
brious or  vilifying  language  with  req)ect  to  any 
member,  or  call  into  question  the  integrity  of  his  mo- 
tives, or  those  of  either  branch  of  the  Government  in 
relation  to  the  discharge  of  his  o£5cial  duties,  except 
oo  a  motion  for  impeachment,  or  for  other  interposi- 
turn  of  the  constitational  powers  of  this  Honse — or 


*  By  eonearreii«6  In  the  report  of  a  oommittee,  of  which 
Mr.  MadisoB  was  ctaairmaii,  on  the  sal^ect  of  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Gunn  to  Mr.  Baldwin,  both  members  of  CongraBs;  as 
w^as  on  the  case  of  Mr.  FreUnghnyssn. 


apply  to  either  indecorous  or  reproachful  expressions 
— ^it  shall  he  deemed  a  breach  of  the  orders  of  the 
House." 

That  said  committee  be  instructed  further  to  re- 
port a  rule  declaring,  **  That  if  any  member,  during 
the  session  of  Congress,  whether  of  the  House  or  not, 
shall  give  or  send  to  any  other  member  during  his 
actual  attendance  at  the  seat  of  Government,  a  chal- 
lenge to  fight  a  duel,  or  if  the  member  so  challenged 
shall  accept  the  same,  it  shall  be  deemed  a  breach  of 
the  privileges  of  the  House,  as  well  on  the  part  of 
such  members  as  on  that  of  any  other  person  whether 
a  member  or  not,  who  shall  be  aiding,  abetting,  or 
assisting  in  giving  or  sending  such  challenge,  or  in 
canying  the  same  into  effect,  and  every  such  member 
shall  be  held  liable  (p  be  expelled  from  the  House 
therefor." 

.  That  said  committee  be  further  instructed  to  re- 
port a  rule  declaring,  *'  That  if  any  person,  during 
the  session  of  Congress,  whether  a  member  of  the 
House  or  not,  shall  commit  personal  violence  or  as- 
sault upon  any  member  during  his  actual  attendance 
at  the  seat  of  Government,  it  shall  be  deemed  a 
breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  House,  as  well  on  the 
part  of  the  person  so  assaulting,  as  on  that  of  any 
other  person  who  shall  be  aiding,  abetting,  or  assist- 
ing therein,  and  such  person,  if  a  member,  shall  be 
held  liable  to  be  punished  therefor,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  House." 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Fbiday,  December  8. 
Two  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Maryland, 
Praup  B.  Key,  and  from  Vii^nia,  Daihel 
Shevfbt,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats  in  the 
Honse. 


Monday,  December  11. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Massa- 
chnsetts,  Wiujam  8txdmak  and  Edwabd  8t. 
LoK  Livzbmobe;  ^om  New  York,  Babent 
Gabde^oeb  ;  and  from  Pennsylvania,  John 
Ross,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats  in  the 
House. 

The  Speaxeb  laid  before  the  Honse  a  letter 
from  Wilson  0.  Nicholas,  resigning  his  seat  as 
one  of  the  members  of  the  House^  for  the  State 
of  Virginia.  The  letter  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Batture  at  ISlew  Orleans. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Shsffby,  that  the 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resolations  : 

Hetolvedf  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law 
to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  the  several  persons  who  were  removed  from  the 
batture,  in  front  of  the  suburb  St.  Maiy,  in  the  city 
of  New  Orleans,  on  the  25th  January,  1808,  to  be 
restored  to  the  possession  thereof ;  to  be  held  with 
the  same  right  with  which  they  respectively  held  the 
same,  prior  to  such  removal ;  any  thing  to  the  con* 
traiy  notwithstanding. 

Jiesolvedj  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorize  tha  Pros* 
ident  of  the  United  States,  if  he  shall  be  of  opmion  that 
the  United  States  have  such  a  claim  to  the  batture, 
in  front  of  the  suburb  of  St  Mary,  in  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  as  will  justify  the  expense  of  prosecuting  the 
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Mine,  with  the  assent  of  the  persons  removed  there- 
from, on  the  25th  January,  1808,  to  name  three  per- 
sons, who  shall  have  full  power  to  hear,  and  finally 
determine,  all  right,  title,  claim,  and  demand,  what- 
soever, as  well  of  the  United  States  as  the  persons  so 
removed,  hoth  in  law  and  equity  ;  and  their  decision, 
or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  be  binding,  as  well  on 
the  United  States  as  the  said  parties. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorize  the  Pres- 
ident of  {he  United  States,  if  he  shall  deem  it  most 
proper,  to  compromise  the  conflicting  claims  of  the 
United  States  and  the  personfi  removed  from  the  bat- 
inre  of  Uie  suburb  of  St  Mary,  in  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans, or  cause  the  same  to  be  tried  in  a  court  of  the 
United  States,  in  such  a  manner,  and  at  suoh  place, 
as  will  secure  au  impartial  trial 

The  said  resolations  were  read^  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

British  MinUter—Mr.  Jachson^s  Circular, 

Mr.  QuiNOY  observed  that  he  perceived  that 
in  the  letter  from  Mr.  Smith  to  Mr.  Pinkney  ac- 
companying the  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  of  the  29th  November,  1809, 
an  allnsion  was  made  to  an  important  paper 
headed  '*  Oircnlar,"  which  had  not  been  commu- 
nicated to  Congress.  He  perceived,  also,  that 
by  the  resolution  just  received  from  the  Senate, 
a  specific  declaration  was  required  as  to  the 
contents  of  that  very  paper.  It  appeared  to 
him  extremely  proper  that  the  House  should 
have  that  paper  on  its  files^  and  within  the 
reach  of  its  members,  before  a  .declaration  was 
made  respecting  it.  Under  this  impression  he 
offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Hesohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  the  House  a  copy  of  a  pa- 
per purporting  to  be  a  circular  letter  from  Mr.  Jack- 
son to  the  British  Consuls  in  the  United  States,  re- 
ferred to  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
Mr.  Pinkney,  accompanying  the  Message  of  the  29th 
November. 

Mr.  Dana  observed  that  there  was  another 
document  which  it  might  be  of  some  importance 
to  have  on  the  file  of  the  House,  and  which  it 
might  be  also  necessary  to  consult— that  was, 
the  despatch  from  Mr.  Canning,  which  it  ap- 
peared was  sent  by  Mr.  Pinkney  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State.  He  moved  to  add  that  paper  to 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  QniNOT  accepted  the  amendment  as  a 
part  of  his  resolution. 

Mr.  Eppbs  asked  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion. He  said  he  was  willing  to  call  for  any 
paper  which  was,  or  might  be  presumed  to  be^ 
in  possession  of  the  Department  of  State;  but 
it  could  not  be  presumed  that  the  circular  of 
Mr.  Jackson  was  in  that  office  in  any  other 
form  t^an  tibat  referred  to  in  Mr.  Smith's  letter, 
viz :  in  a  printed  form.  Certain  it  was  that  it 
could  not  be  in  the  Department  of  State,  be- 
cause it  was  dated  subsequently  to  the  intima- 
tion t^at  no  further  communication  would  be 
received  from  that  source  by  the  Secretary  of 
State.  The  only  reason,  he  presumed,  why  the 
other  paper  alluded  to  had  not  been  communi- 
cated to  Congress,  was,  that  it  was  a  printed 


paper,  purporting  to  be  a  despatch  from  Mr. 
Canning.  -  He  had  no  further  objection  to  the 
call  for  either  of  these  papers,  other  than  it  was 
neither  decorous  nor  proper  to  call  upon  the  Pre- 
sident for  that  which  could  not  be  officially  in 
his  possession. 

Mr.  Gabdenibb  observed  that,  in  addition  to 
other  forcible  considerations,  it  would  be  treat- 
ing the  Executive  rudely,  when  he  had  called 
their  attention  to  a  particular  paper,  to  go  to 
any  other  source  to  procure  it ;  besides  that,  in 
the  latter  case,  a  spurious  copy  might  be  im- 
posed upon  the  House.  Kthe  Prendent  referred 
to  a  certain  document  as  justiiying  his  condocti 
by  procuring  that  document  the  House  would 
have  the  whole  ground  before  it.  What  would 
be  the  situation  of  the  House,  if,  pursuing  the 
ideas  of  some  gentlemen,  every  member  was  to 
bring  forward  a  document  which  he  believed  to 
be  the  lentimate  one,  and  all  these  copies  should 
differ  ?  Who  was  to  decide  which  was  the  cor- 
rect one?  If  the  House  were  to  act  at  all  on 
this  subject,  it  was  not  only  respectful  and  just 
to  the  President,  but  extremely  civil,  to  inquire 
of  him  on  what  ground  he  has  act«d.  As  a 
true  American,  and  staunch  republican,  Mr.  G. 
was  desirous  to  give  the  President  every  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  himself  justice. 

Mr.  QuiKOT  said  that  a  copy  of  this  circular 
having  been  forwarded  to  our  Minister  in  Eng- 
land, a  copy  must  remain  on  the  files  of  the 
Secretary  of  State's  office;  and,  therefore,  he 
asked  for  it  merely  that  the  House  might  have 
on  this  occasion  precisely  that  informatioa 
which  the  Secretary  of  State  had  oonmiunicated 
to  Mr.  Pinkney. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  first  part  of 
the  resolution,  viz :  on  that  part  moved  by  Mr. 
QumoY,  and  finally  carried — ^yeas  63,  nays  52. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Daka'b 
amentlment,  viz :  on  that  part  calltng  for  a  copy 
of  the  paper  purporting  to  be  a  despatch  from 
Mr.  Canning  to  Mr.  ErsJdne,  and  carried  with- 
out opposition. 

Mr.  Whitman  offered  an  amendment  under- 
wood to  be  intended  to  embrace  in  the  papers 
to  be  called  for,  the  note  from  Mr.  Erakine  to 
Mr.  Smith  containing  the  ^Hhree  conditi<»is'* 
which  are  admitted  in  Mr.  Smith's  letter  of 
October  19,  to  have  been  submitted  to  him  bj 
Mr.  Erskine. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Qumor,  this  mo- 
tion was  declared  to  be  out  of  order,  as  it  waa 
now  too  late  to  receive  an  amendment  to  the 
resolution,  both  clauses  of  it  having  been  affirm- 
ed by  the  House. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  whole  res- 
olution, as  amended,  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  demanded  on  its  passage, 

Mr.  Rhea  said  he  should  Tote  against  the  res- 
olution, as  by  passing  it  the  House  could  add 
nothing  to  its  stock  of  information,  nor  receive 
any  official  document ;  in  both  cases  it  could 
receive  only  a  printed  paper. 

The  question  was  then  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays,  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  69,  nays  46. 
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Mr.  QuiNOY  EDd  Mr.  Dana  were  appointed  a 
oommittee  to  present  the  foregoing  resolution  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 


Tuesday,  December  12. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Massaohnsetts, 
Ebbsiuekb  SiEAYXB,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

Chmmittee  of  Manufactures, 

Mr.  Sawtsb  called  for  the  consideration  of 
the  motion  submitted  bj  him  for  appointing  a 
separate  Committee  of  Manufactures. 

The  House  agreed  to  consider  the  resolution, 
ajes  68. 

Mr.  Sktbsbt  supported  the  motion  on  the 
ground  of  the  propriety  of  paying  a  more  par- 
ticolar  attention  to  the  subject  of  manu£GU}tures, 
which  had  lately  become  of  great  importance. 

Mr.  NxwTOir  opposed  the  motion  as  unneces- 
sary, becaose  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  was  competent  to  the  performance 
of  all  the  business  assigned  it,  and  had  always 
manifested  a  dispo^tion  to  foster  the  manufac- 
tures of  the  United  States. 

The  question  on  the  resolution  was  decided 
in  the  negatiye,  24  members  only  ri«ng  in  the 
affinnatiYe. 


Fkiday,  December  16. 
Mr,  JadkwiCs  Ciretdar, 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pekidkht  of  thb  United  States  : 
To  deBmue  of  RtprtsaUatiMs  of  (he  United  States : 

Aeocnding  to  the  leqtiest  of  the  Hoiue  of  Repre- 
smtekiTea,  expreaaed  in  their  resolution  of  the  lltb 
ioatant,  I  now  lay  before  them  a  printed  **  copy  of  a 
paper  purporting  to  be  a  circular  letter  from  Mr. 
Jaekaon  to  the  BritiBh  Conaola  in  the  United  Statea," 
as  leceired  in  a  gazette  at  the  Department  of  State ; 
aod  alao  a  printed  paper,  received  in  a  letter  firom  our 
Minister  in  London,  purporting  to  be  a  copy  of  a 
despatch  firom  Mr.  Canning  to  iSt.  Enkine,  of  the  28d 
(tf  January  last  JAMES  MADISON. 

DBGDfBEa  12,  1809. 

(The  first  paper  enclosed  was  the  '*  Independ- 
ent American'^  of  NoTember  21,  containing  a 
copy  of  ^e  '^  Circular."  The  second  was  a 
loece  cut  out  of  a  London  newspaper.] 

The  circular  is  as  follows : 

WASHraoTON,  November  18,  1809. 
(Circular.} 
Seb  :  I  have  to  inform  yon,  with  much  regret,  that 
Ae  facta  which  it  has  beien  my  dnt^  to  state  in  my 
offidal  oGcrespondenoe  with  Mr.  Smith,  have  been 
aaaxned  hy  tiie  Piesident  of  the  United  States  to 
afiad  a  anflieient  motive  for  breaking  off  an  impor- 
tant negotiation,  and  for  pntting  an  end  to  all  com- 
mniieation  whatever  with  me  as  the  Minister  charged 
widi  that  negotiation,  ao  interesting  to  both  nations, 
and  on  one  moat  material  point  of  which  an  answer 
has  not  even  been  returned  to  an  official  and  written 
overture.  Oim  of  the  facta  alluded  to  has  been  ad- 
mitfeed  by  the  Secretaiy  of  State  himself,  in  his  letter 
to  me  of  the  19th  October,  viz :  that  the  three  condi- 
I  fbrming  the  substance  of  Mr.  Erskine's  original  in- 

Vou  IV.— 13 


structions  were  submitted  to  him  by  that  gentleman ; 
the  other,  viz  :  that  that  instruction  is  the  only  one 
in  which  the  oondidons  were  prescribed  to  Mr.  Er- 
skine  for  the  conclusion  of  an  arrangement  on  the 
matter  to  which  it  related,  is  known  to  me  by  the 
instructions  which  I  have  myself  received.  In  stating 
these  facts,  and  in  adhering  to  them,  as  my  dnty  im- 
periously enjoined  me  to  do,  in  order  to  repel  the 
freqnent  charges  of  ill  faith  which  have  been  made 
against  His  Majesty's  Qovemment,  I  could  not  im- 
agine that  offence  wonld  bo  taken  at  it  by  the  Ameri- 
can Government,  as  most  certainly  none  could  be 
intended  on  my  part ;  and  this  view  of  the  subject 
has  been  made  uiown  to  Mr.  Smith.  But,  as  I  am 
informed  by  him,  that  no  farther  communication  will 
be  received  from  me,  I  conceive  that  I  have  no  al- 
ternative left,  which  is  consistent  with  the  King's 
dignity,  but  to  withdraw  altogether  from  this  city, 
and  to  wait  elsewhere  the  arrival  of  His  Majesty's 
commands  upon  the  nnlooked-for  turn  which  has 
thus  been  given  to  his  affairs  in  this  oountxy.  I 
mean  in  the  interval  to  make  New  York  the  plaoe  of 
my  residence,  where  you  will,  henceforward  please  to 
direct  your  communications  to  me,  as  I  shall  be  ac- 
companied by  evexy  member  of  His  Msgesty's  mis- 
sion.   Iam,&c  F.J.JACKSON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Quikot,  these  papers  were 
ordered  to  be  printed— for  the  motion  69,  against 
it  40. 


Monday,  December  18. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  New  York, 
HsRUAN  Enicksbbaoxeb,  appeared,  and  took 
his  seat  in  the  House. 


Thxtbsdat,  December  21. 
Canditet  of  the  British  Minister. 

The  House  again  went  into  Oomxaittee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  resolution  from  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Emott  concluded  his  speech  against  it^  as 
^ven  entire  in  preceding  pages. 

Mr.  Gholson  said,  that  notwithstanding 
much  had  already  been  said  on  the  subiect  be- 
fore the  committee,  he  hoped  he  shonld  be  par- 
doned for  occupying  a  small  portion  of  their  at- 
tention. The  resSution  before  us  seems  to 
embrace  several  objects  pre-eminently  entitled 
to  the  dispassionate  consideration  of  Oongress; 
objects  altogether  unconnected  with  those  fao- 
tions  and  political  dissensions  which  have  un- 
happily too  long  prevailed  among  brethren 
of  the  same  common  family,  and  which  may 
one  day  prove  fetal  to  political  liberty.  The 
first  question  which  presents  itself  in  the  inves- 
tigation of  this  subject,  involves  on  the  one  hand 
the  veracity  and  dignity  of  the  American  Gov- 
ernment, and,  on  the  other,  the  character  and 
reputation  of  a  British  Envoy,  and,  in  some  de- 
gree, of  the  British  Minbtry. 

In  my  remarks  on  this  subject,  I  consider  it 
regular  to  commence  with  the  origin  of  the 
mission  from  Great  Britain  to  the  United  States, 
out  of  which  has  arisen  the  present  unpropitioos 
postare  of  tiie  afbirs  between  the  two  coun- 
tries. What,  sir,  were  the  circumstances  under 
which  that  mission  was  despatched  here!  In  the 
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month  of  May  last,  it  was  known  to  the  British 
Ministry  that  a  commercial  arrangement  had 
been  made  by  their  Envoy  resident  here,  (Mr.  £r- 
skine,)  with  the  American  Government^  bnt  un- 
der the  allegation  that  it  was  made  contrary  to 
instructions,  it  was  no  sooner  known  than  it, 
and  tlie  Minister  making  it,  were  disavowed. 
Mr.  Jackson  was  then  appointed  to  substitate 
Mr.  Erskine,  the  disavowed  agent,  and  at  the 
time  he  (Mr.  Jackson)  was  sent  to  this  country, 
it  was  well  known  by  the  British  Ministry  that 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  stood 
solemnly  pledged  to  the  American  people  to 
maintain,  and  that  they  had  inviolably  and 
steadily  adhered,  to  certain  points  and  prind- 

Sles  in  our  differences  with  England,  a  surren- 
er  of,  or  departure  from  which,  would  be  a 
sacrifice  of  the  honor  and  best  interests  of  this 
nation. 

Yes,  sir,  when  they  well  knew  that,  in  the 
affair  of  the  Chesapeake,  our  Executive  would 
not,  and  the  voice  of  almost  the  whole  nation 
had  pronounced  that  heought  not  to  make 
the  first  advance  to  a  reconciliation,  Mr.  Jack- 
son was  charged,  not  only  to  require  the  first 
advance  from  us,  to  wit:  that  in  the  document 
which  should  contain  the  adjustment  of  that 
affair,  the  revocation  of  the  President's  proclar 
mation  of  1807,  interdicting  the  British  armed 
ships  from  our  own  water,  should  be  recited  as 
an  indispensable  preliminarv;  but  to  require 
from  us  also  the  violation  of  the  principles  of 
our  naturalization  laws,  bv  insisting  on  the  sm> 
render  of  foreigners  who  had  become  naturaliz- 
ed. As  to  the  Orders  in  Council,  we  know  not 
what  specific  propositions  he  was  charged  with 
in  relation  to  them.  As  far  as  we  are  able  to 
deduce  any  thing  from  facts  before  us,  it  must 
be  understood  that  the  British  Government  bad 
determined  to  accept  of  no  conditions  for  the 
repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council  except  sacti 
as  had  been  previously  declared  on  the  part  of 
the  American  Gk>vemmentto  be  inadmissible. 
Notwithstanding  what  has  been  said  by  the 
^ntleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Emott,)  I  think 
It  is  easily  to  be  demonstrated  that  the  British 
Grovernment  did  not  intend  to  make  any  ar- 
rangement different  from  that  contemplated  by 
the  celebrated  instructions  of  the  twenty-third 
of  January,  transmitted  to  Mr.  Erskme.  If  the 
British  Government,  so  recently  as  May  last, 
disavowed  an  arrangement,  and  recalled  its 
Minister,  under  an  allegation  that  he  violated 
his  mstxuotions,  was  it  to  be  supposed  that  they 
would,  m  two  or  three  months,  so  fiir  change 
iheir  policy  as  to  authorize  an  arrangement  on 
the  same  pnnciples  that  the^  had  just  r^'ected? 
Certainly  not,  sir.  It  is  evident  that  such  an 
accommodation  could  not  have  been  designed, 
because  Mr.  Canning  says  that  such  measures 
most  be  adopted  as  should  secure  the  objects 
of  the  Orders  in  ConnciL  That  they  did  not 
by  this  mean  the  mere  continuance  of  the  non- 
intercourse  law  as  to  France,  w  manifest;  for 
Mr.  Canning  says  to  Mr.  Pinkney,  that  a  repeal 
as  to  Great  Britain,  would  be  a  repeal  as  to  the 


whole  world,  unless  the  British  Navy  were  to 
be  permitted  to  enforce  the  law  interdicting 
intercourse  with  France  by  the  seizure  of  suoh 
vessels  as  should  be  found  violating  it. 

These,  sir,  were  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  mission  commenced.  What  were 
those  that  characterized  its  progress  and  ter- 
mination ?  I  think  it  very  easy  to  show  that 
the  conduct  of  the  Minister  himself  after  he 
arrived,  partook  strictly  of  the  same  character 
as  the  conduct  of  the  Ministry  who  sent  him. 
I  think  I  have  shown  that  the  dispodtion  mani- 
fested by  the  Ministry  in  sending  him  here  was 
insulting  to  this  country.  Let  us  next  inqoira 
into  the  character  disclosed,  and  the  conduct 
displaced  by  that  Minister  after  his  arrival. 
And,  m  this  inquiry,  without  wading  through 
all  the  documents,  which  gentlemen  can  as  well 
understand  by  perudng  them  in  their  chambers 
as  by  hearing  them  read  here,  I  wiU  merely 
advert  to  the  offensive  expressions  used  by  Mr. 
Jackson,  and  to  the  manner  in  which  those  ex- 
pressions were  met  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 
By  doing  this,  it  will  be  very  discernible,  not 
only  that  the  facts  stated  in  the  resolution  are 
sustained  by  the  correspondence,  but  that  the 
resolution  does  not  go  so  far  as  facts  would 
warrant..  In  Mr.  Jackson's  letter  of  the  11th 
of  October,  he  says,  that  the  arrangement  with 
Mr.  Erskine  was  made  under  such  circumstan- 
ces as  could  only  lead  to  a  disavowal  If  the 
circumstances  were  such  as  could  only  lead  to 
a  disavowal,  they  must  have  been  dishonorable, 
and  Ifr.  Jackson,  by  intimating  that  our  Govern- 
ment had  a  knowledge  of  these  ciroumstanoes, 
charges  it  with  being  partic^  eriminig.  Can 
any  thing  be  more  palpable  than  this?  He  ex- 
presses this  idea  in  still  stronger  terms  when  he 
intimates  that  Mr.  Smith  had  a  principal  agency 
in  the  misconduct  on  this  occasion.  It  cei^unly 
was  not  in  Mr.  Smith's  power  to  substitute  con- 
ditions for  those  which  he  declined  accepting, 
but  it  must  have  been  done  by  Mr.  Erskine. 
But,  notwithstanding  this,  he  charges  Mr.  Smith, 
not  only  with  conniving  at  a  conduct  improper 
in  itself^  because  it  could  only  lead  to  rejection 
of  the  arrangement  growing  out  of  it,  but  in- 
sinuates that  he  was  the  principal  actor  in  the 
scene.  In  Mr.  Smith's  letter  in  answer  to  Mr. 
Jackson,  the  animadversions  are  too  dear  in 
their  object  to  be  mistaken.  Mr.  J.  is  informed 
of  the  displeasure  of  the  American  Grovernment 
at  such  insinuations;  and,  in  the  very  first  let- 
ter which  was  written  by  the  Secretaiy  of  State, 
he  disclaims  pointedly  having  had  any  knowl- 
edge whatever  of  the  deficiency  of  Mr.  Erskine^a 
instructions  at  the  time  of  making  the  arrange- 
ment And  what  says  Mr.  Jackson  in  reply? 
He  savs  again,  that  Mr.  Erskine's  instruotiona 
were  known  to  Mr.  Smith.  Sir,  I  acknowledge 
very  candidly,  that  on  a  superficial  perusal  <^ 
the  correspondence,  the  charge  of  falsehood, 
from  the  art  and  adroitness  with  which  it  is 
wrapt  up,  does  not  app»ear  so  palpable  as  when 
it  is  more  closely  examined.  Yet,  sir,  notwith- 
standing all  knowledge  of  the  instructions  had 
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been  denied  by  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Jackaon  reiter- 
ates the  assertion  that  they  were  known.  Do 
gentlemen  say  that  there  is  no  insult  in  this? 
That  there  is  nothing  wrong  in  the  assertion  of  a 
knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
which  he  had  before  formally  and  solemnly  dis- 
claimed. In  Mr.  Smith's  letter  to  Mr.  Jackson, 
of  the  first  of  Noyember,  he  intimates  to  Mr. 
Jackson  that  a  language  implying  snch  a  knowl- 
edge on  the  part  of  the  American  Government, 
was  altogether  inadmissible.  What  is  Mr.  Jack- 
son's reply  in  his  letter  of  the  4th  of  November, 
which  is  the  last  commnnication  that  a  proper 
self-respect  on  the  part  of  the  American  Gov- 
ernment would  permit  it  to  receive  from  him  ? 
After  agiun  insinuating  that  our  Grovemment 
had  a  knowledge  of  Mr.  Erskine's  instructions, 
he  says:  *^That  any  thing  therein  (in  his 
former  letter)  contained  may  be  irrelevant  to 
the  subject,  it  Ss  of  course  competent  to  you  to 
endeavor  to  show ;  and  as  flu*  as  you  succeed 
in  so  doing,  so  far  will  my  argument  lose  of  its 
validity;  but,  as  to  the  propriety  of  my  allu- 
slona,  yon  must  allow  me  to  acknowledge  only 
the  decision  of  my  own  Sovereign,  whose  com- 
mands I  obey,  and  to  whom  alone  I  can  con- 
nder  myself  responsible.''  In  speaking  of  the 
propriety  of  his  allusions^  he  acknowledges  that 
he  had  made  them,  and  does  not  deny  that  they 
are  of  the  character  ascribed  to  them.  This  in- 
solent letter  is  concluded  by  expressions  too 
plain  for  any  misconception  wnatever.  He 
says :  '*  I  have  carefully  avoided  drawing  con- 
dosions  which  did  not  necessarily  follow  from 
tike  premises  advanced  by  me,  and  least  of  all 
should  I  think  of  uttering  an  insinuation  where 
I  was  nnable  to  substantiate  a  fsict."  He  here, 
in  fiict,  recognizes  the  insinuation  imputed  to 
him,  and  says  he  would  not  have  made  it  if  he 
ooold  not  have  substantiated  it  Collecting  all 
his  insinuations,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  re- 
fntation  of  them,  on  the  other,  I  draw  the  con- 
elodon  that  Mr.  Jackson  not  only  insulted  the 
Government,  but  charged  it  with  one  of  the 
foulest  crimes — ^with  direct  falsehood. 

If  the  circumstances  under  which  he  was  sent, 
and  his  conduct  after  he  arrived  here,  were  such 
as  I  have  described,  I  ask  if  the  occasion  does 
not  require  that  the  American  Government 
should  take  a  firm  and  diflrnified  stand?  That 
we  shoold  repel  insults  and  respect  ourselves? 
Shall  the  aaUiority  to  whom  only  is  entrusted 
the  moat  solemn  act  of  government  which  can 
be  performed,  the  act  of  deciding  on  the  last 
sppeal  of  nations,  stand  by  and  see  the  Execu- 
tive insulted  by  an  emissary,  such  as  Mr.  Jack- 
son was  ?    I  hope  not,  sir. 

Sir,  I  connder  the  present  no  time  for  the 
caoselefls  crimination  of  our  own  Government, 
and  much  less  is  it  a  time  to  countenance  any 
other.  We  should  discard  domestic  differences 
and  party  spirit,  which,  at  a  Juncture  like  this, 
may  be  disastrous  to  our  country.  If  we  differ 
among  ourselves,  in  the  name  of  God  let  us 
nnite  agunst  foreign  aggression  and  foreign  in- 
sult.   It  is  admitted  by  gentlemen  on  the  other 


side,  that  both  Great  Britain  and  France  have 
done  us  wrong.  If  so,  why  not  unite  against 
the  one  as  well  as  against  the  other?  A  con- 
duct like  this  must  produce  the  happiest  con- 
sequences. If  any  thing  like  union  is  aiscovered 
against  insult  and  injury,  I  believe  in  God  that 
it  would  not  be  long  ere  we  met  on  reciprocal 
terms  of  amity.  Sir,  for  my  country,  I  only 
desire  the  rule  of  right ;  that  we  must  obtain. 
If  it  is  thought  I  wish  any  disaster  to  befall  the 
British  nation,  I  am  misunderstood.  I  am  will- 
ing that  Gfeat  Britain  should  be  great,  happy, 
and  prosperous.  I  should  view  her  downfali 
as  an  inauspicious  event ;  consequences  might 
result  from  it  which  I  will  not  undertake  to  esti- 
mate ;  but  I  hope  that  the  expectation  never 
will  be  encouraged  from  this  Hall,  that  Great 
Britain  can  or  will  receive  any  terms  from 
us  other  than  such  as  are  fair,  honorable,  and 
reciprocal. 

The  terms  which  have  been  offered  to  us  are 
not  of  that  kind.  I  submit  it  to  gentlemen's 
own  decision.  We  have  long  experienced  in- 
justice, and  if  we  are  only  capable  of  being  firm 
to  our  purpose,  and  adhering  to  the  principles 
of  neutrality  which  have  hitherto  guided  the 
councils  of  our  country,  and  especially  the  en- 
lightened policy  of.  the  Executive  department, 
we  shall  no  doubt  obtain  justice. 

In  every  view,  therefore,  it  appears  to  me 
that  the  resolution  from  the  Senate  not  only  is 
supported  by  the  correspondence  laid  before 
us,  but  is  rendered  peculiarly  important  by  the 
occasion.  The  appeal  made  by  Mr.  Jackson 
from  the  Executive,  from  the  organ  with  which 
alone  a  foreign  Minister  can  have  communica- 
tion, to  the  people,  to  a  tribunal  with  which  he 
cannot  communicate,  adds  great  force  to  the 
arguments  in  favor  of  a  firm  stand  on  our  part. 
I  nope  it  will  be  made,  and  that  it  never  will 
be  abandoned  till  we  receive  that  Justice  which 
has  been  but  too  long  delayed. 

Mr.  Boss  observed :  I,  for  one,  am  an  Admin- 
istration man,  if  that  Administration  act  cor- 
rectly, whether  it  shall,  in  a  time  of  great  diffi- 
culty and  doubt,  insure  a  prospect  of  peace  with 
Great  Britain,  or  whether  it  may  find  it  neces- 
sary in  asserting  the  rights  and  independence 
of  theGh)vemm6nt  to  involve  the  nation  in  war. 
I  think  the  importance  of  the  one  course  is  as 
great  as  the  other,  and  I  will  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, equally  support  them  when  they 
are  likely  to  make  war  as  to  make  peace,  how- 
ever otiier  gentlemen  may  differ  from  me  on 
this  head. 

Before  I  proceed  to  state,  sir,  what  I  conceive 
necessary  to  be  understood,  in  order  to  come  to 
a  correct  judgment  on  these  resolutions,  permit 
me  to  premise  that  there  is  more  than  a  pre- 
sumption that  Mr.  Erskine  had  a  power  to  enter 
into  the  arrangement  which  he  made.  1st.  Be- 
cause he  himself  declared,  he  had  such  power. 
2dly.  Because  ho  acted  in  conformity  to  that 
declaration;  and,  8dly.  Because  Mr.  Jackson 
does  not  deny  he  had  such  power.  Mr.  Jack- 
son does  not  pretend  to  say  that  Mr.  Erskine 
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had  not  otber  despatches  and  other  instractions 
than  those  of  the  23d  of  January^  and  that,  in 
them,  there  were  not  other  conditions  of  a  dif- 
ferent grade  and  character  from  those  contained 
in  that  despatch.  Hence,  I  think  it  is  faxrlj  to 
be  concluded,  that  Mr.  Erskine  had  the  power 
to  enter  into  the  agreement.  It  has,  however, 
been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Gonneoticnt, 
(Mr.  Dana,)  that  this  is  not  so  much  a  question 
of  what  our  Government  was  ignorant  oi^  as  of 
what  they  knew,  or  what  they  ought  to  have 
known;  and  he  has  entered  into  a  long  exami- 
nation of  the  mode  of  commissioning  diplomatic 
characters,  whether  by  letters  of  credence  or  by 
full  powers,  and  has  drawn  a  distinction  be- 
tween  the  two.  In  the  first  place,  I  apprehend 
it  is  in  nowise  material,  to  enable  the  House  to 
decide  on  the  resolution,  whether  the  President 
did  or  did  not  know  the  nature  of  Mr.  Erskine's 
powers.  But  it  is  necessary  to  rescue  him  from 
the  imputation  which  tliose  are  disposed  to  cast 
on  him  who  are  desirous  to  pull  down  the  Ad- 
ministration. What  was  the  amonnt  of  the 
gentleman's  showing  on  this  occasion  f  That 
in  all  cases,  in  order  to  complete  a  treaty,  it  is 
necessary  were  should  be  a  commission  or  full 
power.  But  has  he  shown  that  it  is  necessary 
in  order  to  make  a  preliminary  arrangement 
similar  to  that  entered  into  ?  I  apprehend  he 
has  not.  On  referring  to  the  letter  quoted  by. 
him  from  Mr.  Jefferson,  then  Secretary  of  State, 
to  Mr.  Hammond,  we  find  the  former  calling 
upon  tiie  latter  to  exhibit  his  powers  to  enter 
into  a  negotiation ;  but  Mr.  Jefferson  afterwards 
recedes  from  that  demand,  and  receives  the 
word  of  Mr.  Hammond  that  he  is  possessed  of 
power  to  negotiate  as  sufficient  evidence  of  his 
being  clothed  with  the  proper  power  witJbout 
the  exhibition  thereof.  But  the  ratification 
was  not  withlield,  as  has  been  justly  said,  be- 
cause there  was  an  absence  of  a  full  power  on 
this  occasion.  Mr.  Jackson  himself  states  that 
this  was  not  the  around  on  which  the  ratifica- 
tion was  withheld.  It  must  first  be  proved 
that  it  was  obligatory  on  the  Executive  to  call 
for  Mr.  Erskine's  full  power,  and  it  must  then 
be  proved  that  he  did  not,  before  his  observa- 
tions can  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  question. 
Where  is  the  proof  that  the  Executive  did  not 
oall  for  those  powers  ?  It  is  not  protended  that 
Mr.  Erskine  had  not  a  power  to  make  an  ar- 
rangement, but  that  it  was  not  concluded  in 
pursuance  of  his  instractions.  Therefore,  if  he 
had  produced  ten  thousand  powers,  unless  his 
instructions  had  authorized  him  to  do  what  he 
did,  the  British  Ministry  would  have  rejected 
the  terms  stipulated  for  them,  as  they  have 
done.  But  why  is  it  necessary  to  know,  on 
this  oocanon,  whether  the  President  did  call 
fon  these  powers  or  not  ?  The  inquiry  composes 
no  part  of  the  resolution ;  it  is  neither  expressly 
mentioned  nor  glanced  at;  and  why  this  in- 
.  quiry  is  raised,  I  confess  I  am  utterly  at  a  loss 
to  Imow,  unless  it  was  to  prove  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  had  a  knowledge  of 
the  instructions)  and  that  they  restricted  Mr. 


Erskine's  powers.  The  gentieman  has  not  ven- 
tured to  infer  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  had  this  knowledge,  but  the  course  of 
his  argument  goes  to  show  that,  in  his  opinion, 
he  did  possess  this  knowledge.  He  lays  donvn 
the  position,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  have  seen  those  powers,  and,  I  presume, 
supposes  that  the  conclusion  will  be  drawn  that 
the  President  performed  his  duty ;  and,  of 
course,  taking  it  for  granted  that  there  were  no 
other  instructions  than  those  of  the  28d  of  Jan- 
uary, that  the  President  must  have  seen  those 
instructions,  and  consequentiy  have  known  that 
Mr.  Erskine  had  not  power  to  conclude  the  ar- 
rangement All  his  argument  went  to  nuse  a 
structure  to  induce  a  belief  in  this  House,  and 
in  the  public  at  large,  that  this  knowledge  most 
have  been  in  possession  of  the  President.  The 
gentieman,  at  the  same  tim^  professes  the  ut- 
most regard  and  respect  for  Mr.  Madison.  Thia, 
I  confess,  is  following  the  direction  of  the  poet^ 
who  says : 

"  Damn  with  faint  praise,  assent  with  dvil  ker; 
And,  withont  sneering,  teach  the  rest  to  sneer.* 

But  let  us  inquire  if  the  President  had  any 
knowledge  that  Mr. Erskine  had  no  full  power; 
for  if  I  i&ow,  beyond  all  doubt,  that  the  Presi- 
dent did  not  know  it,  all  this  insidious  ikhric, 
which  is  designed  to  produce  so  many  delnabufli 
will  vanish  at  once.  I  think  it  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  the  President  had  no  knowledge 
that  Mr.  Erskine  had  not  full  powers,  becanse 
he  entered  into  the  arrangement.  What  object 
could  he  have  in  view  which  should  induce  him 
to  conclude  an  arrangement,  except  with  full 
confidence  of  its  being  carried  into  effect !  Not 
to  get  rid  of  the  embargo — ^tiiat  had  long  before 
been  interred  by  its  fathers  with  a  truly  Chris- 
tian spirit.  Not  to  get  rid  of  the  non-interoonrse 
— because  the  moment  the  arrangement  was  dis- 
avowed, the  President  breathed  life  and  spirit 
into  that  act,  and  gave  it  renewed  existence. 
It  was  not  from  any  hostile  disposition  to  Ens- 
land,  because  he  could  have  no  reason  to  wlui 
for  a  war.  And  because,  if  he  had  desired  a 
war  with  that  country,  he  had  no  occasion  to 
seek  a  pretext  therefor,  inasmuch  as  long  ante- 
cedents, and  up  to  the  very  time  of  makmg  the 
arrangement,  tiie  causes  for  war  against  Great 
Britain  were  great  and  numerous,  as  has  been 
agreed  by  all  parties.  If  not  to  get  rid  of  the 
embargo,  nor  of  the  non-intercourse,  nor  for 
war,  what  object  could  he  have,  with  such 
knowledge  as  has  been  imputed  to  him,  not  ex- 
pressly, but  by  inference,  in  making  the  ar- 
rangement of  April  ?  Will  gentiemen  be  good 
enough  to  condescend  so  far  as  to  assign  some  ob- 
ject that  the  Executive  could  have  had  in  view 
from  such  conduct?  For  it  is  not  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  men,  in  or  out  of  office,  act  withont 
motive  and  without  obiect.  Therefore,  hearing 
no  reason  assigned  why  the  President  should 
act  thus  preposterously,  as  it  is  attempted  to  be 
insinuatea  he  did,  by  those  in  opposition,  it 
would  be  reasonable  to  conclude  that  he  had  no 
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SQch  knowledge.  But,  in  opposition  to  tbis  in- 
Einnation,  also,  you  have  the  solemn  declaration 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  through 
the  Secretary  of  State.  Humiliating  in  the  ex- 
treme mnst  it  be  to  hear  this  solemn  assevera- 
tion questioned,  even  in  a  side-way,  in  order  to 
sapport  the  insolence  of  a  British  Minister! 
Was  it  not  enough  that  the  country  has  been 
enabled  to  endure,  in  order  to  secure  the  great 
object  of  remaining  in  peace,  insult  after  insult, 
outrage  after  outm^  and  even  that  the  €k>v- 
emment  should  be  msulted  by  foreign  diplo- 
matic characters,  without  doubts  and  suspicions 
being  insinuated  by  members  of  this  House? 
Pray,  sir,  let  me  ask  this  House,  or  the  whole 
of  the  United  States,  what  the  President  of  the 
United  States  has  ever  done  in  anv  official 
character,  among  the  many  which  he  has  filled 
with  honor  to  himself  and  reputation  'to  his 
country,  that  the  correctness  of  his  declarations, 
made  through  his  Minister  of  State,  should  be 
disputed?  But  I  might  suffer  the  humiliation 
of  going  still  further  into  the  subject.  We  have 
the  word  of  the  recalled  Minister,  if  that  be 
considered  more  conclusive  by  gentlemen  than 
that  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  that 
he  did  not  communicate  his  instructions  to  Mr. 
Smith.  We  have,  Ist.  The  presumption  that 
the  Executive  had  no  knowledge  of  Mr.  Er- 
Bkine*s  instructions,  because  he  could  have  no  ob- 
ject in  view  in  concluding  an- arrangement  with 
that  knowledge;  2d.  We  have  his  declaration 
to  ^at  effi^t  through  the  Secretary  of  State ; 
8d.  We  have  the  declaration  of  the  Minister, 
whose  act  was  disavowed,  to  the  same  effect. 
What  have  we  to  destroy  this  proof?  The 
deceptive,  poisonous  insinuations  of  Mr.  Jack- 
son. Mr.  Erakine  repeatedly  declared  that  he 
had  ample  powers.  On  the  news  being  received 
during  the  last  session  of  the  issuing  of  the  or- 
der of  the  26th  April,  he  declared  that  he  had 
no  doubt  his  arrangement  would  be  carried  into 
effect  He,  to  the  last  moment  declared  that 
he  acted  in  the  spirit,  if  not  in  th^  letter,  of  his 
several  letters  of  instructions.  How,  therefore, 
was  it  possible  for  the  President  to  receive  in- 
formation from  Mr.  Erskine  that  he  was  not  in- 
vested with  competent  power,  when  Mr.  Erskine 
himself  declared  and  believea  he  was,  and  acted 


From  these  considerations  I  apprehend  it 
most  clearly  appears  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  had  not  a  knowledge,  neither  was 
it  his  duty  to  have  had  a  knowledge  that  Mr. 
Erakine  did  not  posess  powers  to  make  the  ar- 
TSDgement  which  he  didL 


TuBSDAT,  December  26. 
Two  other  members,  to  wit :  fh>m  Maaaaoha- 
aetta,  BnwAMnr  Piokmak,  jr.;  and  from  Vir- 
(pnia,  WiLUAM  A.  Bubwkll,  i^peared,  and  took 
their  aeata  in  the  Honae. 


Thursday,  December  28. 
Conduct  of  the  British  Minister. 

The  House  again  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  resolution  from  the  Senate  approving  the 
conduct  of  the  Executive  in  refusing  to  receive 
any  further  conmiunioations  from  Francis  J. 
Jackson. 

The  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  be- 
ing still  under  consideration — 

Mr.  Stanfobd  said,  so  many  were  the  ob- 
jectionable features  of  the  present  resolution 
before  the  House,  he  should  vote  for  its  indefi- 
nite postponement,  and  with  permission  of  the 
House  he  would  give  his  reasons  for  his  vote. 
In  the  first  place,  he  thought  the  language  and 
style  of  the  resolution  highly  objectionable,  and 
calculated  to  render  that  which  was  already  bad 
enough  still  worse;  tiiat  it  was,  in  the  second 
place,  a  strange  innovation  upon  all  former 
practice  and  usage  under  our  present  Govern- 
ment; and  lastiy,  that  it  was  clearly  unconsti- 
tutional. Thus  much  he  should  endeavor  to 
show,  and  trusted  he  would  be  able  to  do  it  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  House. 

Mr.  S.  then  premised  that  he  had  disapproved 
the  introduction  of  the  resolution  of  approbation 
at  the  last  session ;  that  he  considered  unneces- 
sary; but  the  present  he  considered  not  only 
unnecessary,  but  even  pernicious.     That  was  a 

Sicifio  one ;  this  belligerent  in  all  its  aspects, 
e  had  suggested  a  mode  to  one  or  two  gentle- 
men, of  getting  rid  of  that  one,  if  they  had 
thought  proper,  and  in  which  case  he  would 
have  contributed  his  vote  to  have  got  clear  of 
it  But,  had  the  question  been  put  in  a  direct 
form,  he  should  have  differed  from  his  colleague, 
(Mr.  Maoon,}  inasmuch  as  he  should  have 
voted  for  it  He  could  not  have  done  honestiy 
otherwise,  as  he  had  most  cordially  approved 
the  arrangement  made  by  our  Gk>vemment  with 
Mr.  Erskine.  Further,  that  as  respected  ^e 
rcijection  of  Mr.  Jackson,  he  thought  entirely 
with  his  colleague,  that  he  might  well  have 
been  dismissed  on  the  receipt  of  his  first  letter. 
He  teUs  us  for  what  he  had  been  sent  and  com- 
manded to  do.  In  the  case  of  the  Chesapeake, 
to  make  ^Meolarations  "  and  to  receive  counter 
^  declarations  "  aimultaneouslv.  In  other  words, 
for  the  arrogance,  insults,  and  murders,  we  had 
borne  and  suffered,  he  came  to  stipulate  atone- 
ment^ if  we  would  stipulate  a  sort  of  counter 
atonement  at  the  same  time.  Stipulation  for 
stipulation,  at  any  rate.  It  had  *^  not  appeared 
to  Bis  Majesty  necessary  to  command  him  to 
propose  to  our  Government  any  formal  agree- 
ment "  to  take  place  of  the  r^eoted  one.  For 
the  matter,  said  Mr.  S.,  of  Mr.  Jackson's  in- 
structions, much  rather  than  for  the  manner  of 
his  negotiation,  might  the  communication  have 
been  cut  off  with  him.  Both  matter  and  man- 
ner were,  to  be  sure,  objectionable,  but  the  for- . 
mer,  in  his  estimation,  formed  much  the  most 
solid  ground  of  dismissal.  It  was  but  too  ob- 
vious the  mission  of  Mr.  Jackson  would  end  as 
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the  former  one  had  done.    That  he  did  not 
come  to  propitiate  us  was  bat  too  manifest. 

While  the  resolution  before  us,  sir,  affects  to 
support  the  Executive  Government  against  in- 
sult, and  language  ^'  highly  indecorous,"  it  de- 
scends into  a  style  of  expression,  itself  more 
culpable  and  degrading;  unworthy,  indeed,  of 
the  country  arfd  the  dignity  of  its  Government. 
It  was  a  flattering  truth  to  know  that  in  the 
style  of  diplomatic  correspondence  the  American 
side  of  the  question  suffered  not  in  comparison 
with  that  of  any  other.  In  the  late,  as  well  as 
former  instances,  the  advantage  has  been  cal- 
culated, as  he  presumed,  to  inspire  every  Amer- 
ican bosom  with  Just  sentiments  of  pride.  Had 
it,  therefore,  been  recommitted,  as  his  colleague 
(Mr.  Maoon)  had  advised,  he  had  no  doubt  it 
could  have  been  amended,  and  rendered  more 
worthv  of  consideration  as  a  State  paper,  than 
it  is  likely  to  be  in  its  present  dress  and  form. 

Besides,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  the  measure  be  in- 
tended to  have  any  effect,  it  must  be  a  bad  one. 
It  looks  toward  war.  Already  are  our  diffi- 
culties with  Great  Britain  critical  enough,  but 
if  gentlemen  wish  war,  the  thing  is  altogether 
appropriate  to  its  end ;  well  calculated  not  to 
support,  but  to  thwart  the  pacific  views  and  in- 
tentions of  the  Executive.  We  may,  in  this 
way,  foreclose  tb©  door  of  amicable  negotiation 
which  the  Executive  by  his  first  Message  showed 
ns  he  had  kept  open.  If  rudeness  of  expression 
had  been  resorted  to  on  the  part  of  the  British 
Minister,  in  his  correspondence  with  our  Gov- 
ernment>,  had  it  not  been  repelled  on  their 
part  ?  Had  they  not  amply  redressed  the  in- 
sult of  the  individual?  It  might  well  afford 
some  consolation  to  ourselves  and  the  country, 
if  other  wrongs  and  insults  have  been  even  as 
well  repaired  as  this.  Besides  the  murder  of 
Pierce,  the  more  horrid  murders  on  board  the 
Chesapeake,  the  continuation  of  impressments 
for  years,  we  have  had  instances,  more  than 
one,  it  is  said,  of  other  Ministers  conspiring  with 
your  conspirators,  menacing  you  with  war,  and 
putting  your  Government  at  defiance,  here  in 
the  ten  miles  square,  and  the  sensibility  of 
Oongress  had  never  before  been  awakened  to  a 
resolution  of  this  kind  in  defence  of  the  Exec- 
utive. The  truth  is,  sir,  it  never  needed  it, 
nor  does  it  now.  We  have,  in  very  deed,  Mr. 
Speaker,  refined  upon  the  more  substantial  in- 
sults we  have  suffered,  till  we  have  literally  re- 
duced it  to  a  wwr  of  wards.  It  is  the  expressions 
of  the  individual  we  are  combating,  and  pledg- 
ing the  whole  force  of  the  country  to  protect 
the  President  agamst  the  consequences  of  and 
not  the  more  palpable  injuries  received.  Would 
to  Heaven,  sir,  such  a  resolution  had  not  been 
brought  forward  I  It  is  unworthy  of  us — ^un- 
worthy of  the  political  professions  we  hereto- 
fore niade,  even  those  made  at  our  last  session. 

That  a  resolution  of  approbation,  Mr.  Speaker, 
is  against  all  example  for  the  last  eight  years ; 
that  it  is  an  innovation  upon  aU  usage  and 
practice,  reference  need  only  be  had  to  the 
speeches  of  gentiemen  during  the  last  session. 


They  afford  the  most  ample  proof.    They  were 
then  unwilling  to  pour  out  the  oil  of  adulation 
upon  the  Executive  head.      It  was  deemed  un- 
necessary, anti-republican,  to  do  so.    He  hoped 
gentiemen    understood   him.     He  was  using 
then:  own  language  upon  that  occasion,  and  not 
his  own.      He  borrowed  it  for  its  excellence 
and  fitness  upon  the  present  occasion.    Sach 
language  conveyed  his  sentiments  then^  snd^tiU 
did;  and,  for  his  part,  he  could  not  compre- 
hend how  it  could  be  correct  then,  and  now  the 
reverse  of  correct.    Some  gentiemen  on  the 
fioor  perfectly  remembered  that  when  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson came  into  the  Presidency,  eight  years 
ago,  he  changed  the  mode  of  personal  address 
into  that  of  written  message.    ^'  In  doing  this,'' 
sdd  he,  in  his  first  Message,  "I  have  had  a 
principal  regard  to  the  convenience  of  the  Le- 
gislature, to  the  economy  of  their  time,  to  their 
relief  from  the   embarrassment  of  immediate 
answers  x>n  subjects  not  yet  fully  before  them, 
and  to  the  ben^ts  thence  resulting  to  the  pub- 
lic affairs."     All  acquiesced  in  this  new  course, 
and  from  that  time  to  the  late  instance  mention- 
ed, no  time  had  been  wasted  in  pouring  back 
the  oil  of  adulation   or  approbation,  in  any 
form,  on  the  Executive  head.  The  only  inataiice 
which  could  be    cited  during  the  last  eight 
years,  was  found  incidentally  incorporated  in  a 
resolution  relating  to  the  navigation  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi.     The  words  were,  "  and  relying  with 
per^ct  confidence  on  the  vigilance  and  wisdom 
of  the  Executive."     This,  then,  was  the  only 
drop  of  this  oil  which  the  last  Administration 
produced,  and  has  been  called  up  at  this  first  or- 
dinary session  of  a  new  Administration  to  form 
an  example  to  follow ;  or  rather,  might  we  not 
say,  to  resume  the  exploded  practice  of  former 
times,  and  thus  echo  back  messages  in  this  new 
form  of  joint  resolution.    But  what  was  the 
style  in  which  gentiemen  spoke  at  our  last  sum- 
mer session,  when  the  subject  of  approbation 
was  then  before  us?    The  language  of  one  was, 
if  it  were  the  object  to  bring  before  the  House 
a  discussion  upon  the  Message  of  the  President, 
and  to  return  an  answer  to  his  Excellency's 
most  gracious  Message,  he  should  certainly  be 
opposed  to  it.    If  there  had  ever  been  a  partic- 
ular part  of  the  former  Administraticm  which 
had  met  the   approbation  of  the  Republicans 
generally  of  this  country,  it  was  the  discontin- 
uanoe  of  the  practice."     Another  had  told  ns 
that  he  was  "  opposed  to  a  deviation  from  what 
he  conceived  to  be  the  duty,  and  becoming  the 
dignity  of  the  House."     He  thought  the  mnae 
had  nobler  duties  to  perform  than  pasnng  ab- 
stract resolutions,  out  of  which  no  legislative 
act  is  contemi>lated,  merely  for  the  parpoee  pf 
pouring  the  oil  of  adulation  upon  the  head  of 
the  Chief  Magistrate."     And  again,  the  gentle- 
man firom  Pennsylvania,  (Mr,  Findult,}  whose 
opinions  are  always  so  much  relied  upon  and 
respected  in  this  House,  and  he,  Mr.  S.,  trusted 
by  few  more  sincerely  than  himself,  had,  upon 
that  occasion,  with  singular  happiness  and  force, 
spoken  thus :  "  Law,"  said  the  gentieman,  "  is 
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the  only  language  df  a  Legislature.  It  is  the 
onlj  language  that  can  command  obedience 
and  respect.  Any  equal  number  of  citizens 
met  in  a  tavern,  and  there  passing  a  resolution 
of  approbation^  would  haVe  equal  force  with 
Buch  a  resolution  passed  in  this  House,  and 
would  be  more  in  character.  They  are  acting 
without  authority  from  the  conntitution  or  the 
rules  of  the  House.*'  It  would  be  for  that  gen- 
tleman to  tell  us,  to  tell  the  House,  and  he 
would  beg  the  gentleman's  pardon  for  the  par- 
ticular request — but  he  must  request  that  he 
would  take  the  occasion  to  let  us  all  know  how 
hia  doctrine  then  is  now  to  be  got  over.  For 
his  own  part,  he  could  not  comprehend  how 
right  and  wrong  could  change  their  respective 
sides  in  so  short  a  time. 

His  colleague,  (Mr.  Macon,)  in  referring  to 
former  times,  had  expressed  some  doubt  wheth- 
«  er  the  m^ority  were  the  same  party  now  they 
were  thea  He  felt  no  doubt  himself  they  were 
^e  same;  but  there  was  no  room  to  doubt, 
from  the  present  question  itself,  they  had  under- 
gone some  strange  modification  since  former 
times.  The  doctrines  then  must  be  well  remem- 
bered by  him,  yourself,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  a  few 
others  on  this  floor.  The  advocates  of  this  sort 
of  adulation  must  go  back  beyond  the  times  of 
the  late  aud  last  Administration,  if  they  would 
introduce  the  fashion  again.  At  the  opening 
of  the  flifUi  Congress,  in  the  answer  of  this 
House  to  the  speech  of  the  President,  these 
words  are  nsed :  "  We  cannot  omit  to  testify 
our  approbation  of  the  measure,  and  to  pledge 
ourselves  that  no  considerations  of  private  in- 
convenience shall  prevent,  on  our  part,  a  faith- 
ful discharge  of  the  duties  to  which  we  are 
called.''  And  again,  this  sentence :  "  Whilst 
we  view  with  great  satisfaction,  the  wisdom, 
dignity,  and  moderation,  which  have  marked 
the  measures  of  the  Supreme  Executive  of  our 
country  in  its  attempt  to  remove,  by  candid 
explanations,  the  complaints  and  jealousies  of 
France,  we  feel  the  fall  force  of  that  indignity 
which  has  been  offered  our  country  in  the  re- 
jection of  its  Minister."  This  language  was 
too  much  in  the  style  of  adulation  for  us  then 
to  brook,  and  our  names,  sir,  stand  recorded 
together  against  it.  Let  gtntlemen  compare  for 
themselves. 

It  is  the  peculiar  misfortune,  sir,  of  this  sys- 
tem, if  agam  to  be  revived,  that  the  right  of 
approbation  fully  implies  the  right  of  disappro- 
bation and  censure;  and  during  the  same 
Administration  of  which  we  are  speaking 
this  right  of  disapproving  and  censuring  was 
aho  attempted  to  be  exercised.  The  resolution 
was  introduced  at  the  first  session  of  the  sixth 
Congress,  by  a  gentleman  then  from  the  city  of 
Kew  York,  (Mr.  Livinoston,)  in  the  case  of 
Jonathan  Bobbins.  The  same  gentleman  is  oc- 
casionally present  here  at  this  time,  and  seems 
yet  to  be  a  stickler  for  judicial  decision,  and 
still  thinks  the  Executive,  against  an  individual, 
matchless  odda  The  part  of  the  resolution  al- 
luded to,  runs  thus :  **  that  the  decision  of  those 


questions  by  the  Presidentof  the  United  States 
against  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  in  a  case  where  those  courts 
had  already  assumed  and  exercised  jurisdiction, 
and  his  advice  and  request  to  the  judge  of  ^e 
district  court,  that  the  person  thus  charged 
should  be  delivered  up,  provided,  only,  such 
evidence  of  his  criminality  should  be  produced 
as  would  justify  his  apprehension  and  commit- 
ment for  trial,  is  a  dangerous  interference  of 
the  Executive  vyith  judicial  decisions.*^  Hence, 
then,  sir,  it  might  be  easily  seen  from  a  practice 
of  this  sort,  tibat  a  w&ole  session  might  be 
wasted  without  doing  any  part  of  the  public 
business.    The  thing  would  be  endless. 

In  the  fourth  Congress,  on  a  subject  of  a  call 
for  papers  in  relation  to  the  British  Treaty,  an 
unhappy  difference  arose  between  this  House 
and  the  Executive.  General  Washington  was 
the  President  His  reply  to  the  House  was, 
'*  that  a  just  regard  to  the  constitution,  and  to 
the  duty  of  his  office,  forbid  a  compliance  with 
their  request."  The  House,  again  by  resolution, 
asserted  their  rights  disclaiming,  however,  at 
the  same  time,  any  agency  in  making  treaties. 
Notwithstanding  the  violence  and  passion  of 
the  moment,  this  House  did  not  then  think  they 
had  any  right  to  meddle  with  the  making  of 
treaties;  but  now  it  would  seem  the  present 
House  were  disposed  to  join  the  Senate  in  this 
sort  of  interference  in  the  negotiations  of  the 
Executive  to  form  a  treaty. 

In  all  the  cases  alluded  to,  sir,  it  should  be 
distinctly  kept  in  view,  that  each  House  had 
acted  for  itself  in  voting  their  approbation  and 
homage  to  Executive  speeches  and  proclama- 
tions. He  had  reference  to  the  proclamation 
of  neutrality  by  General  Washington.  This 
was  the  first  time  Congress  ever  legislated  ap- 
probation before. 

Mr.  QuiNOT. — ^It  is  not  my  intention,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  offer  any  commonplace  apology  for 
the  few  observations  I  shall  submit  to  the  House 
on  the  subject  now  under  consideration.  Such 
is  the  character,  and  such  the  consequences  of 
these  resolutions,  that  no  man,  who  haid  at  heart 
the  honor  and  happiness  of  this  country,  ought 
to  continue  silent,  so  long  as  any  topic  of  illus- 
tration is  unexhausted,  or  any  important  point 
of  view  unoccupied. 

It  is  proposed,  sir,  that  this  solemn  assembly, 
the  representative  of  the  American  people,  the 
depositaiT  of  their  power,  and  in  a  constitu- 
tional light,  the  image  of  their  wisdom,  should 
descend  from  the  dignity  of  its  legislative  du- 
tieS)  to  the  task  of  uttering  against  an  individaal 
the  mingled  language  of  indignation  and  re- 
proach. Not  satisfied  with  seeing  that  individ- 
ual prohibited  the  exercise  of  his  official  char- 
acter, we  are  invited  to  pursue  him  with  tlie 
joint  terrors  of  legislative  wrath,  couched  in 
terms  selected  to  convey  opprobrium  and  infix  a 
stigma.  "  Indecorum,"  "  insolence,"  "  affront," 
"more  insolence,"  "more  affront,"  "direct, 
premeditated  insult  and  affront.,"  "disguises, 
fallacious  and  false :"  these  are  the  stains  we 
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are  called  apoQ  to  cast ;  these  the  woands  we 
are  about  to  inflict  It  is  scarcely  possible  to 
comprise,  within  the  same  compass,  more  of 
the  spirit  of  whatever  is  bitter  in  invective,  and 
hmnmating  in  aspersion.  This  heaped  np  meas- 
ure of  laxative  contumely  is  prepared;  for 
whom?  For  a  private,  unassisted,  insulated, 
nnallied  individual?  No,  sir.  For  the  accred- 
ited Minister  of  a  great  and  powerful  Sovereign, 
whose  diaracter  he  in  this  country  represents, 
whose  confidence  he  shares ;  of  a  Sovereign  who 
is  not  bound,  and  perhaps  will  not  be  disposed 
to  uphold  him,  in  misconduct ;  but  who  is  bound, 
by  the  highest  moral  obligations,  and  by  the 
most  impressive  political  considerations,  to  vin- 
dicate his  wrongs,  whether  they  affect  his  per- 
son or  reputation,  and  to  take  care  that  what- 
ever treatment  he  shall  receive  shall  not  exceed 
the  measurer  of  justice,  and  above  all,  that  it 
does  not  amount  to  national  indignity. 

Important  as  is  this  view  of  these  resolutioiis, 
it  is  not  their  most  serious  aspect.  This  bull  of 
anathemas,  scarcely  less  than  Papal,  is  to  be  ful- 
minated, in  the  name  of  the  American  people, 
from  the  high  tower  of  their  authority,  under 
the  pretence  of  asserting  their  rights  and  vindi- 
cating their  wrongs.  What  will  that  people 
say,  if,  after  the  passions  and  excitements  of 
this  day  shall  have  subsided,  they  shall  find — 
and  find  I  fear  they  will — ^that  this  resolution  is 
false,  in  fact;  tliat  a  falsehood  is  the  basis  of 
these  aspersions  upon  the  character  of  a  public 
Ipnister  ?  What  will  be  their  just  indignation, 
when  they  find  national  embarrassments  multi- 
plied, perhaps  their  peace  gone,  their  character 
disgraced,  for  no  better  reason  than  that  you, 
their  representatives,  following  headlong  a  tem- 
porary current,  insist  on  malung  assertions,  as 
they  may  then,  and  I  believe  wiU,  realize  to  be 
not  authorized  by  truth,  under  circumstances, 
and  in  terms,  not  warranted  by  wisdom  ? 

Let  us  not  be  deceived.  It  is  no  slight  re- 
roonsibility  which  this  House  is  about  to  assume. 
This  is  not  one  of  those  holiday  resolutions, 
which  frets  and  fumes  its  hour  upon  the  stage 
and  is  forgotten  forever.  Very  different  is  its 
character  and  consequences.  It  attempts  to 
stamp  dishonor  and  Ijulsehood  upon  the  fore- 
head of  a  foreign  Minister.  K  the  allegation 
itself  be  false,  it  will  turn  to  plague  the  accuser. 
In  its  train  will  follow  severe  retribution,  per- 
haps in  war ;  certainly  in  additional  embarrass- 
ments, and  most  certainly,  in  worse  than  all, 
the  loss  of  that  sentiment  of  self-esteem,  which 
to  nations,  as  well  as  individuals,  is  "  the  pearl 
of  great  price ;"  which  power  cannot  purchase, 
nor  gold  measure. 

In  this  point  of  view,  all  the  other  questions 
which  have  been  agitated  in  the  course  of  this 
debate  dwindle  into  utter  insignificance.  The 
attack  or  defence  of  administration,  the  detec- 
tion of  fault,  or  even  the  exposure  of  crime,  are 
of  no  importance  when  brought  into  competi- 
tion with  the  duty  of  rescuing  this  House  and 
nation  from  the  guilt  of  asserting  what  is  false, 
and  making  that  falsehood  the  basis  of  outrage 


and  virulence.  I  avoid,  therefore,  all  questions 
of  censure  or  reproach  on  oither  the  British 
Minister  or  the  American  Secretary  of  State.  I 
confine  myself  to  an  examination  of  this  resolu- 
tion, particularly  of  the  first  branch  of  it  This 
is  the  foundation  of  all  that  follows.  I  diall 
submit  it  to  a  rigid  analysis,  not  for  the  purpose 
of  discovering  how  others  have  performed  tiidr 
duties,  but  of  learning  how  we  shall  perform 
ours.  The  obligation  to  truth  is  the  highest  of 
moral  and  social  duties. 

It  is  remarkable,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  of  all  the 
gentiemen  who  have  spoken,  no  one  has  taken 
the  precise  terms  of  the  resolution  as  the  basis 
of  his  argument,  and  followed  that  course  of 
investigation  which  those  terms  naturally  pre- 
scribe. Yet  the  obvious  and  only  safe  course,  in 
a  case  of  such  high  responsibility,  is  first  to 
form  a  distinct  idea  of  the  assertion  we  are 
about  to  nuke,  and  then  carefully  to  examine 
how  that  assertion  is  ropported,  if  supported  at 
all,  by  tiie  evidence.  With  this  view  I  recur  to 
the  resolution,  in  the  form  in  which  it  is  pro- 
posed for  our  adoption,  and  make  it  the  baeos  of 
my  inquiries. 

[The  ReflGlutioiL] 

This  part  of  the  resolution,  it  will  not  be 
denied,  is  the  foundation  of  the  whole.  For  if 
no  such  "  idea  was  conveyed"  in  the  letter  of 
the  28d  of  October,  then  there  could  be  no  ^*  re- 
petition" of  that  idea,  in  the  letter  of  the  4th 
of  November;  and  if  in  the  former  part  of  his 
correspondence  Mr.  Jackson  had  made  no  such 
"insinuation,'*  then  the  assertion  in  this  letter 
that  he  had  made  none,  was  perfectiy  harmless 
and  justifiable.  This  part,  therefore,  includes 
the  pith  of  the  resolution.  If  we  analyze  it,  we 
shall  find  that  it  contains  two  distinct  assertions. 
First,  that  the  expressions  alluded  to  convey  a 
certain  idea.  Second,  that  this  idea,  so  con- 
veyed, is  indecorous  and  insolent  Here  again 
we  are  enabled  to  limit  the  field  of  our  investi- 
gation. For,  if  no  such  idea,  as  is  asserted,  was 
conveyed,  then  the  inquiry,  whether  such  idea 
is  indecorous  and  insolent,  is  wholly  superseded. 
The  true  and  only  question,  therefore,  is  whe- 
ther the  expresHoM  alluded  tOy  do  convey  the 
(ueerted  idea,  I  pla6d  the  subject  in  this  ab- 
stract form  before  the  House  to  the  end  that,  if 
possible,  we  may  exclude  all  those  prejudices 
and  partialities  which  so  naturally  and  imp^- 
ceptibly  bias  the  judgment.  In  the  light  in 
which  it  now  stands,  it  must  be  apparent  to 
every  one  who  will  reflect^  that  the  question 
has,  so  far  as  it  respects  the  principles  on  which 
our  decision  ought  to  proceed,  no  more  to  do 
with  the  relations  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States,  than  it  has  with  those  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  China,  and  has  no 
more  connection  with  Mr.  Francis  J.  Jackson 
and  Mr.  Robert  Smith,  than  with  tiie  late 
Charles  of  Sweden,  and  the  old  Duke  of  Sader- 
mania.  It  is  a  simple  philological  disquisition, 
which  is  to  be  decided  by  known  rules  of  oon- 
straotion.    The  only  investigation  is,  touching 
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the  power  or  capacity  of  certain  terms  to  con- 
Tey  an  alleged  idea.  However  illy  snited  a 
^estion  like  this  may  be  for  the  discassion  of 
an  assembly  like  the  present,  yet  if  we  would 
be  just  to  ourselyes  and  the  people,  we  must 
sabmit  to  an  examination  of  it,  in  that  form  in 
which  alone  certainty  can  be  attained.  It  is 
only  by  stripping  the  subject  of  all  adventitious 
drcumstanc«s,  that  we  can  arrive  at  that  per- 
fect view  of  its  nature  which  can  satisfy  minds 
scmpolous  of  truth,  and  anxious  concerning 
duty.  It  is  only  by  such  a  rigorous  scrutiny 
that  we  shall  be  able  to  form  that  judgment 
which  will  stand  the  test  of  time,  and  do  honor 
to  us  and  our  country  when  the  passions  of  the 
day  are  passed  away  and  forgotten. 

The  natural  course  of  inquiry  now  is,  into 
the  idea  which  is  asserted  to  be  conveyec^  and 
the  expressions  which  are  said  to  conveyit. 
OoDcemiDg  the  first  there  is  no  difficulty.  The 
idea  asserted  to  be  conveyed  is,  "  that  the  ar- 
rapgement  made  between  Mr.  Erskine  and  Mr. 
8mith  was  entered  into  by  the  American  Gov- 
ernment, with  a  knowledge  that  the  powers  of 
Mr.  Erskine  were  incompetent  for  that  pur- 
pose.** It  would  save  a  world  of  trouble  if  the 
expressions  in  which  this  idea  is  said  to  be  con- 
veyed were  equally  easy  of  ascertainment.  But 
on  this  point,  those  gentlemen  who  maintain 
this  insnlt  are  far  from  being  agreed.  Some  being 
of  opinion  that  it  is  to  be  found  in  one  place, 
some  in  another,  and  others  again  assert  that  it 
is  to  be  found  in  the  whole  correspondence 
taken  together.  Never  was  an  argument  of 
this  nature  before  so  strangely  conducted. 
Gentlemen  seem  wholly  to  lay  out  of  sight  that 
this  resolution  pledges  this  House  to  the  asser- 
tion of  a  particular  foot,  and  expresses  no  gene- 
ral sentiment  concerning  the  conduct  of  Jack- 
son, or  the  conduct  of  his  Government.  Yet, 
as  if  the  whole  subiect  of  British  relations  was 
under  discussion,  they  have  deemed  themselves 
at  liberty  to  course  through  these  documents, 
collect  every  thing  which  seems  to  them  inde- 
eorous,  insolent  or  unsuitable  in  Mr.  Jackson^s 
language,  and  add  to  the  .heap  thus  made  the 
whole  list  of  injuries  received  from  Great 
Britain — ^impressments,  affair  of  the  Ghesa- 
peake^  murder  of  Pierce — and  all  this,  for  what 
purpose?  Why,  truly,  to  justify  this  House  in 
making  a  solemn  asseveration  of  a  pa/rtieular 
fact  /  As  if  any  injury  in  the  world  could  be 
even  an  apol(»y  for  the  deliberate  utterance  of 
a  falsehood.  Let  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Jackson, 
or  of  Great  Britain,  be  as  atrocious  as  it  will 
if  the  &ct  which  we  assert  do  not  exist,  we  and 
this  nation  are  disgraced.  It  is  evident,  then, 
that  irksdroe  as  such  a  task  is,  it  is  necessary 
that  we  should  submit  to  a  precise  inquiry  into 
the  truth  of  that  to  which  we  are  about  to 
pledge  onr  reputation  and  that  of  this  people. 

In  our  investigation,  let  us  follow  the  natural 
course  that  is  pointed  out  in  the  resolation. 
This  alleg^  that  the  obnoxious  expressions  are 
contained  in  a  letter  of  the  28d  of  October,  and 
to  this  limits  our  assertion.  In  this  letter,  there- 


fore, either  directly,  or  by  way  of  reference  to 
some  other,  this  obnoxious  idea  or  insinuaCion 
must  be  found.  For  if  it  be  not  in  this,  even 
if  it  should  be  contained  in  other  parts  of  the 
correspondence,  which  is  not,  however,  pretend- 
ed, still  our  a&sertion  would  be  false.  Concern- 
ing this  letter  of  the  28d  of  October,  I  confi- 
dently assert,  without  fear  of  contradiction, 
that  the  obnoxious  idea,  if  contained  in  that 
letter,  is  conveyed  in  the  paragraph  I  am  how 
about  to  quote.  No  man  has  pretended  to  cite 
any  part  of  this  letter,  as  evidence  of  the  as- 
serted insult,  except  the  ensuing,  and  although 
there  is  not  a  perfect  coincidence  in  opinion  as 
to  the  particular  part  in  which  it  resides,  yet 
all  affree  that  it  lurks  somewhere  in  this  para- 
graph, if  it  have  any  dwelling-place  in  this 
letter. 

[The  paragraph.] 

I  have  quoted  the  whole  paragraph  because, 
in  that  obscure  and  general  mode  of  argument 
in  which  gentlemen  have  indulged,  it  has  been 
read  as  that  enfire  portion  in  which  the  insult 
is  conveyed.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  how 
some  parts  of  this  paragraph  can  be  thought  to 
convey  any  insult.  However,  in  prosecution 
of  my  plan,  I  shall  first  exclude  all  those  parts 
in  which  the  obnoxious  idea  cannot  be  pl*etend- 
ed  to  exist,  and  then  limit  my  investigation  to 
that  part  in  which  it  must  exist,  i^  in  the  letter 
of  the  28d  of  October,  it  be  conveyed  at  all. 

With  respect  to  toe  first  sentence  in  this 
paragraph,  1  say  confidently  that  the  insult  is 
not  contained  there.  It  is  simply  a  declaration 
of  the  causes  of  the  disavowal,  so  far  from  in- 
cluding the  obnoxious  idea  of  a  knowledge  in 
our  Government  of  the  incompetency  of  Er- 
skine's  powers,  that  in  a  manner  it  excludes 
that  idea,  by  enumerating  violation  of  instruc- 
tions and  want  of  authority  as  the  only  causes 
of  the  disavowal.  In  the  first  sentence,  then, 
the  insult  is  not.  I  pass  by  the  second,  as  it 
will  be  the  subject  of  a  distinct  examination 
hereafter.  The  third  and  fourth  sentences  it 
will  not  even  be  pretended  convey  this  obnox- 
ious idea.  They  simply  acknowledge  the  fre- 
quency of  ffraduated  instructions,  and  assert  the 
fact  that  Mr.  Erskine's  were  not  of  that  charac- 
ter. In  this  there  is  no  insult.  As  little  can  it 
be  pretended  to  exist  in  the  fifth  sentence.  It 
merely  asserts  that  Mr.  Smith  ''^  already ^^^  that 
is,  at  or  before  the  time  Mr.  Jackson  was  then 
writing,  is  acouainted  with  the  instructions,  (a 
fact  not  denied,  and  not  suggested  to  be  an  in- 
sult,) and  that  the  fact  of  these  instructions 
bein^  the  only  ones,  Mr.  Smith  knows  yVom 
ihs  tnforrnatum  of  Mr,  /oeibMi—an  assertion, 
which  so  far  f^om  intimating  the  obnoxious  idea 
of  a  knowledge  in  Mr.  Smith  at  the  time  of  the 
arrangement  with  Mr.  Erskine,  that  it  conveys 
a  contrary  idea,  by  declaring  that  he  was  in- 
debted for  it  to  his  (Mr.  Jaokson^tf)  information. 
Here,  then,  the  instdt  is  not.  With  respect  to 
the  last  sentence  in  this  paragraph,  the  only  as- 
sertions it  contains,  are  the  fact  that  the  terms 
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accepted  were  not  contained  in  the  instructions, 
and  the  evidence  of  this  fact  derived  from  the 
statement  of  Erakine  that  those  acceded  to 
were  substitated  bj  Mr.  Smith  in  lieu  of  those 
originalJy  proposed.  In  all  this,  the  knowledge 
of  Mr.  Smith  of  the  incompetency  of  Mr.  Er- 
skine's  powers  is  not  so  much  as  intimated. 
Indeed,  no  one  has  pretended  directly  to  assert 
that  they  have  found  it  in  the  parts  of  this 
paragraph,  from  which  I  have  thns  excluded 
the  obnoxious  idea.  Yet,  as  the  whole  has 
been  cited,  and  made  the  basis  of  desultory 
declamation,  I  thought  it  not  time  lost  to  clear 
out  of  the  way  all  irrelevant  matter,  and  to 
leave  for  distinct  examination  the  only  sentence 
of  this  paragraph  in  which  the  insult  lurks,  if 
it  has  any  existence  in  this  letter.  This  point 
we  have  now  attained.  And  as  little  inclined 
as  gentlemen  may  be  to  precise  investigation, 
they  must  yield  to  it.  I  say,  therefore,  confix 
dently,  and  without  fear  of  eontradiction,  that 
if  the  assertion  contained  in  this  resolution  be 
capable  of  justification  bv  any  part  of  the  letter 
of  the  2dd  of  October,  it  is  by  the  following, 
the  only  remaining  sentence  of  the  cited  para- 
graph which  I  have  not  yet  examined:  *^ These 
instructions  I  now  understand  by  your  letter,  as 
well  as  from  the  obvious  deduction  which  I 
took  the  liberty  of  making  in  mine  of  the  11th 
instant,  were,  at  the  time,  in  substance  made 
known  to  you ;  no  stronger  illustration,  there- 
fore, can  be  given  of  the  deviation  from  them 
which  occurred  than  by  a  reference  to  the  terms 
of  your  agreement"  The  latter  part  of  tliis 
sentence  being  merely  a  conclusion  from  the 
preceding  part)  and  having  no  relation  to  the 
knowledge  of  our  Government  at  the  time  of 
the  arrangement,  will  be  laid  out  of  considera- 
tion as  being  obviously  wholly  without  the  pos- 
sibility of  any  agency  in  conveying  *the  obnox- 
ious idea.  There  remains  only  the  preceding 
part  of  this  sentence  for  the  residence  of  the 
insult.  Here,  if  anywhere,  it  must  exist.  Ac- 
cordingly this  is  usually  shown  as  the  spot 
where  the  ghost  of  insinuation  first  appeared 
before  the  eyes  of  our  astonished  Administra* 
tion.  Here  we  shall  again  find  it ;  unless,  in- 
deed, it  were  in  feet  a  mere  delunon  of  the  fancy, 
formed  of  '^such  stuff  as  dreams  are  made." 
Let  us  examine  by  way  of  analysis. 

[Here  Mr.  Quinct  analyzed  the  paragraph.] 

I  have  thus  far  proceeded  by  way  of  a  strict 
analysis  of  every  part  of  the  correspondence,  in 
which  the  insulting  idea,  asserted  in  thisresolu* 
tion,  has  been  said  to  be  conveyed.  I  have 
omitted  no  part  which  has  been  cited  in  sup- 
port of  this  first  r^lution,  and  think  that  I 
nave  shown  that  it'  exists  nowhere  in  the  let- 
ter of  the  28d  of  October,  either  in  direct  as- 
sertion, or  by  way  of  reference.  And  it  is 
concerning  what  is  contidned  in  that  letter 
alone,  that  the  resolution  under  consideration 
makes  assertion.  The  House  will  observe  that, 
aoeording  to  all  rules  of  fur  reasoning,  it  would 
have  been  sufficient  for  me  to  have  limited  my- 


self to  show  the  fallacy  of  the  arguments  of  the 
advocates  of  this  insult;  it  being  always  in* 
cumbent  on  those  who  assert  the  existence  of 
any  thing  to  prove  it.  I  have  not,  however, 
thought  my  duty  on  so  important  an  occasion 
fulfilled,  unless  I  undertook  to  prove  what  the 
lawyers  call  "  a  negative,"  and  to  show,  with 
as  much  strength  of  reasoning  as  I  had,  the 
non-existence  of  the  idea  asserted  in  this  resola- 
tion ;  with  what  success,  I  cheerfally  leave  to 
the  decision  of  such  thoughtfiQ  men  in  the  nation 
who  will  take  the  trouble  to  understand  the  ar- 
gument. There  is,  however,  a  corroborative  view 
of  this  subject,  which  ought  not  to  be  omitted. 
The  insulting  idea  said  to  be  conveyed  is, 
that  Mr.  Smith  had  a  knowledge,  at  the  time  of 
the  arrangement,  of  the  incompetency  of  £r- 
skine^s  powers,  and  this  because  such  a  knowl- 
edge was  one  of  the  essential  circumstances 
which  could  only  lead  to  a  disavowal.  Now, 
it  does  happen  that  neither  Mr.  Erskine  nor  his 
Government  enumerate  this  knowledge  of  our 
Government  as  one  of  those  essential  circum- 
stances. On  the  contrary,  they  constantiy  omit 
it,  when  formally  enumerating  those  circum- 
stances. Mr.  Canning  places  the  disavowal, 
solely,  on  the  footing  of  Mr.  EnOdne's  having 
^'  acted  not  only  not  in  conformity,  bat  indirect 
contradiction  to  his  instructions."  Mr.  Jack- 
son, also,  in  his  letter  of  the  23d,  when  formally 
enumerating  the  causes  of  the  disavowal,  says 
expressly,  that  the  disavowal  was  ^  becanse  the 
agreement  was  concluded  in  violation  of  that 
gentlemAn^s  instructions,  and  altogether  without 
authority  to  subscribe  to  the  terms  of  it"  Now, 
is  it  not  most  extraordinary,  that  after  sodh  for- 
ma] statements,  not  including  the  knowledge  of 
our  Government  among  the  essential  circum- 
stances, that  it  is  on  this  knowledge  the  British 
Government  intend  to  rely  for  the  justification 
of  their  disavowal  ?  I  simply  a^  this  question, 
if  the  British  did  intend  thus  to  rely  on  the 
previous  knowledge  of  our  Government,  why 
do  they  always  omit  it  in  their  formal  enumera- 
tions? And  if  they  do  not  intend  thus  to  rely, 
in  what  possible  way  could  it  serve  that  Gov- 
ernment thus  darkly  to  insinuate  it  ?  But  as  if 
it  were  intended  to  leave  this  House  wholly 
without  excuse  in  passing  this  resolution,  Mr. 
Jackson  expressly  asserts,  in  this  very  letter  of 
the  28d  of  October,  that  the  information  of 
that  fact  was  derived  from  him,  the  knowledge 
of  which,  thb  resolution  asserts,  he  intended  to 
intimate  was  known  at  the  time  of  the  arrange- 
ment with  Erskine.  For  he  spedfically  says : 
^*I  have  had  the  honor  of  informing  you  that  it 
(Mr.  Erskine's  instruction)  was  the  only  one  by 
which  the  conditions  on  which  he  was  to  con- 
clude were  prescribed."  Now,  if  Mr.  Jackson 
had  remotely  intended  to  intimate  that  Mr. 
Smith  had  a  previous  knowledge  of  that  £ftct, 
would  he  have  asserted  that  he  was  indebted  to 
him  (Mr.  Jackson)  for  the  information  ?  Oon- 
dosive  as  this  argument  is,  there  b  yet  another 
in  reserve,  which  is  a  clincher.  And  that  is, 
that  this  very  knowledge  which  we  propose 
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solemnly  to  affinn  Mr.  Jackson  intimated  our 
GoTernment  possessed  at  the  time  of  the  ar- 
rangement, it  is,  from  the  nature  of  things,  im- 
possible they  should  have  possessed.  The  idea 
asserted  to  be  intended  to  be  conveyed  is,  a 
knowledge  in  our  Gk>yernment  that  the  arrange- 
ement  was  entered  into  without  competent 
powers  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Erskine.  Now,  the 
&et  that  Mr.  Erskine^s  powers  were  incom- 
petent, it  was  impossible  for  our  Government 
to  know,  except  from  the  confession  of  Mr. 
Erskine.  But  Mr.  Erskine  before,  at  the  time, 
and  ever  since,  has  uniformly  asserted  the  re- 
Terse.  Bo  that,  besides  all  the  other  absurdities 
Sowing  out  of  this  resolution,  there  is  this  ad- 
tional,  that  it  accuses  Mr.  Jackson  of  the 
aenselesB  stupidity  of  insinuating  as  a  fact,  a 
knowledge  ih  our  Gk>vernment,  which  from  the 
undeniable  state  of  things  it  is  not  possible 
they  should  have  possessed.  Mr.  Speaker,  can 
any  argument  be  more  conclusive?  1.  The 
idea  is  not  conveyed  by  the  form  of  expression. 
2.  Mr.  Jackson,  though  expressly  enumerating 
the  only  causes  which  led  to  a  <&savowid,  does 
not  suggest  this.  3.  Mr.  Jackson  expressly 
asserts  the  knowledge  that  these  were  the 
only  instructions  derived  from  him ;  of  course  it 
oould  not  have  been  known  previous  to  the  ar- 
rangement. 4.  Had  he  been  absurd  enough 
to  attempt  to  convey  such  an  idea,  the  very  na- 
ture of  things  shows  that  it  oould  not  exist.  I 
confess  I  am  ignorant  by  what  reasoning  the 
non-exbtenoe  of  an  insinuation  can  be  demon- 
strated, if  it  be  not  by  this  concurrence  of  argu- 
ments. 

Before  I  conclude  this  part  of  the  subject,  it 
wiU  be  necessary  to  make  a  single  observation 
or  two,  on  the  following  passage  in  Mr.  Jack- 
son's letter  of  the  4th  of  November,  for  although 
our  assertion  has  relation,  in  the  part  of  the  res- 
olution under  consideration,  only  to  the  letter 
of  the  28d  of  October,  yet  this  subsequent  pas- 
sage has  been  adduced  as  a  sort  of  accessory 
after  the  £aot.  ^  You  will  find  that,  in  my  cor- 
respondence with  yon,  I  have  carefiilly  avoided 
^wing  conclusions  that  did  not  nece^arily  fol- 
low fit>m  the  premises  advanced  by  me,  and  least 
of  aE  should  I  think  of  uttering  an  insinuation, 
where  I  was  unable  to  substantiate  a  fact  To 
ftcta,  as  I  have  become  acouainted  with  them,  I 
have  scrupulously  adhered.''  This  the  subsequent 
part  of  the  resolution  under  debate  denonunates, 
^  the  repetition  of  the  same  intimation."  But 
if  the  argument  I  have  offered  be  correct,  there 
was  no  such  ^intimation"  in  the  preceding 
letters,  and  of  course  no  repetition  of  it  here. 
For  if  he  had,  as  I  think  I  have  proved,  in  his 
former  letters  uttered  no  such  insinuation  as  is 
asserted,  then  all  the  allegations  in  this  para- 
graph are  wholly  harmless  and  decorous,  neither 
disrespectful  nor  improper.  ^*  But  this,"  says 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Milnob) 
''is  conclusive  to  my  mind,  that  Mr.  Jackson 
did  intend  to  insult,  for  if  he  had  not  would  he 
have  refrained  from  giving  an  explanation 
when  it  was  asked  ?  "    That  gentleman  will  re- , 


collect  that  the  tissertion  of  this  House  is  as  to 
the  idea  which  Mr.  Jackson  has  conveyed  in  the 
letter  of  the  23d,  not  as  to  the  idea  which  he 
intended  to  convey.  Suppose  he  intended  it, 
and  has  not  done  it,  our  assertion  is  still  false. 
But  will  that  gentieroan  seriously  conclude, 
contrary  to  so  obvious  a  course  of  argument, 
that  he  has  asserted,  or  even  intended  to  assert, 
this  particular  idea,  merely  because  he  does  not 
choose  to  explain  it?  Arc  there  not  a  thousand 
reasons  whicn  might  have  induced  Mr.  Jackson 
not  to  explain,  consistent  with  being  perfectly 
innocent  of  the  intention  originally  to  convey  it  ? 
Perhaps  he  thought  that  he  had  already  been 
explicit  enough.  Perhaps  he  thought  the  ex- 
planation was  asked  in  terms  which  did  not  en- 
title Mr.  Smith  to  receive  it.  Perhaps  he  did 
not  choose  to  give  this  satisfaction.  Well 
that  now  is  *Wery  ungentlemanly,"  says  the 

fmtleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Milnob.) 
agree,  if  he  pleases,  so  it  was.  But  does  that 
justify  this  resolution?  Because  he  is  not  a 
gentleman,  shall  we  assert  a  falsehood? 

I  briefly  recapitulate  the  leading  points  of  my 
argument.  When  Mr.  Jackson  asserts  "that 
the  substance  of  the  instructions  was  known  to 
our  Government,"  the  expression  cannot  con- 
vey the  obnoxious  idea,  because  it  is  not  pre- 
tended that,  in  those  instructions,  the  existence 
of  other  powers  was  excluded.  When  he  says, 
"you  must  have  thought  it  unreasonable  to 
complain  of  disavowal,"  the  time  of  knowledge 
implied  is  confined  by  the  structure  of  the 
sentence  to  the  tune  of  a  disavowal  known, 
and  cannot  be  limited  backwards  to  the  time  of 
arrangement  made.  It  is  also  absurd  to  sup- 
pose that  Mr.  Jackson  would  intimate  by  impli- 
cation the  knowledge  of  our  Government  of 
Erskine's  incompetency  of  powers  at  the  time 
of  arrangement,  as  an  essential  circumstance  on 
which  the  King's  right  of  disavowal  was  found- 
ed, and  yet  omit  that  circumstance  in  a  formal 
enumeration ;  and  lastly,  it  is  still  more  absurd 
to  suppose  that  he  would  undertake  to  insinuate 
a  knowledge,  which,  from  the  nature  of  things, 
could  not  possiblv  exist. 

I  have  thus,  Mr.  Speaker,  submitted  to  a 
strict  and  minute  scrutiny  all  the  parts  of  this 
correspondence  which  have  been  adduced  by 
any  one  in  support  of  the  fact  asserted  in  this 
resolution.  This  course,  however  irksome,  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  adopt,  to  the  end  that 
no  exertion  of  mine  might  be  wanting  to  pre- 
vent this  House  from  passing  a  resolution, 
which,  in  my  apprehension,  is  pregnant  with 
national  disgrace,  and  other  innumerable  evils. 

Fbidat,  December  29. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  North  Caro- 
lina, James  Holland,  appeared  and  took  his 
seat. 

OOL.  ISAAC  A.  00LE8. 

Breach  of  Privilege, 
Mr.  Tatlob,  from  the  committee  appointed  ^ 
to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  alluded  to  in  * 
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the  letter  of  I.  A.  Ooles  to  the  Speaker  of  the 
House,  made  the  following  repor  : 

That,  aocordmg  to  that  order,  they  have  taken 
into  conaderation  the  subject  referred  to  them ;  that 
in  making  the  proposed  inquiry  they  have  taken  the 
depositions  of  the  honorable  James  Torner,  a  Sena- 
tor of  the  United  States,  and  of  Mr.  Samuel  Spring, 
which  depositions  they  beg  leave  to  report  to  mo 
House. 

From  these  depositions  it  was  established,  to  the 
satisfactory^belief  of  your  committee,  that  Mr.  L  A. 
Coles,  without  any  immediate  previous  altercation  or 
provocation,  did  assault  and  strike  a  member  of  this 
House,  within  the  walls  of  the  north  wing  of  the 
Capitol ;  that  this  act  was  done  on  Monday,  the  27th 
uh.,  about  one  o'clock  P.  M.,  and  after  tiiis  House 
had  adjourned  over  to  the  following  day. 

That,  from  the  assertions  of  Mr.  Coles,  and  from 
the  actnal  admission  of  the  member  assaulted,  your 
oommittee  were  satisfied  that  the  provooation  or  sup- 
posed provocation  which  occasioned  the  attack  did 
not  arise  from  any  thing  said  or  any  act  done  by  the 
member  of  this  House,  in  the  fulfilment  of  his  duties 
as  a  Representative  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States. 

Your  oommittee  are  of  opinion  that  this  latter  cir- 
cumstance may  be  received  in  extenuation,  but  can- 
not be  admitted  in  justification  of  the  act  done  by 
Mr.  Coles ;  and,  from  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  they  are  of  opinion  that  said  assault  and  vio- 
lence ojQTered  to  the  member  was  a  breach  of  the  priv- 
ileges of  this  House. 

Your  committee  further  report,  that  they  have 
considered  the  letter  of  Mr.  Coles  to  the  (Speaker 
of  this  House,  tosether  with  another  letter  from 
Mr.  Coles  addressed  to  the  Chairman  of  your  Com- 
mittee, (which  they  also  beg  leave  to  report  to  the 
House,)  that  these  two  letters,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
oommittee,  do  contain  acknowledgments  and  apola> 
gies  on  the  occasion,  which  ought  to  be  admitted  as 
satisfactory  to  the  House.  They  therefore  recom- 
mend the  following  resolution : 

BeBolvedj  That  any  further  proceeding  in  the  above 
case  is  unnecessaiy. 

To  the  Hon,  John  Taylor,  Chairman,  f^ 

Sib  :  Understanding  that  the  declaration  which  I 
had  the  honor  this  morning  to  make  before  the  com- 
mittee, will  be  more  acceptable  if  put  in  the  written 
form,  I  hasten  to  comply  with  what  I  believe  to  be 
their  wish,  in  tendering  through  them,  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,  the  renewed  assurance  "  that  if  I 
could  have  supposed  that  the  cireumstance  alluded 
to  in  my  letter  to  the  Speaker,  would  have  hew  con- 
strued into  a  breach  of  the  privilege  of  the  House, 
it  would  not  have  occurred  at  the  time  and  in  the 
place  where  it  unfortunately  happened." 

With  sentunents  of  great  respect,  I  am  your  obe- 
dient humble  servant,  L  A.  COLES. 

December  28,  1808. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Conduct  of  the  BritUh  Minuter. 

The  House  resumed  the  ooofflderation  of  this 
sabject  At  four  o'clock  Mr.  Livermobe  com- 
menced a  speech,  but  gave  way  for  a  motion  to 
to  a^ourn  wMch  was  carried,  58  to  51. 

Satubdat,  December  80. 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Dawbok,  that  the 


report  made  yesterday,  on  the  occorrence  be- 
tween I.  A.  GoLBS  and  a  member  of  this  House, 
and  the  documents  accompanying  the  same,  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  members :  and  tbe 
question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  resolved  in 
the  affirmative — ^yeas  76,  nays  25.  The  report 
and  documents  were  referred  to  a  Oommittee 
of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  next 

Conduct  of  the  British  Minister. 

Mr.  Bhba,  of  Tennessee— Mr.  Speaker,  it  is 
not  deemed  necessary  in  the  observations  I  will 
make  on  the  resolation  under  oonaderation,  to 
take  into  view  any  relations  of  the  United 
States  with  Great  Britain  or  France,  because  it 
does  not  clearly  appear  that  any  exi^  except  in 
this,  that  the  United  States  are  suffering  loss 
and  damage.  If  there  be  any  relations  with 
Great  Britain,  as  they  re^>eet  the  United  States^ 
they  are  negative  and  suffering ;  as  they  reject 
Great  Britain,  positive  and  active.  Be  mej 
what  they  may,  they  are  not  properly  within 
the  range  of  a  discussion  on  this  resolution, 
which  merely  respects  the  conduct  of  an  Am- 
bassador Extraoidinary  and  Kimster  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  His  Britannic  Mfyesty  near  the 
United  States.  How  the  relations,  if  there  be 
any,  between  the  United  States  and  France  are 
connected  with  the  subject  of  this  resolution, 
will  require  the  greatest  civilian,  the  most  wise 
master  of  public  law,  to  discover;  the  consid- 
eration of  these  subjects,  except  so  far  as  men- 
tioning only  circumstances  which  have  existed, 
will  be  omitted.  Neither  does  it  appear  Yetj 
necessary  to  recur,  in  examining  this  question, 
in  the  view  I  intend  to  take  of  it,  to  writers  or 
authorities,  as  they  are  called,  on  public  law  or 
laws  of  nations,  because,  if  any  time  heretofore, 
there  was  a  public  law  acknowledged  and  prac- 
tised by  all  civilized  nations,  that  law  is,  in 
these  times,  become  obsolete  and  disused;  and 
the  great  nations  of  the  old  world  have  sever- 
ally adopted  particular  systemsof  law  req[>ectang 
other  nations,  adapted  to  their  own  several  ex- 
isting circumstances,  and  bottomed  on  principles 
different  from  those  which  heretofore  were  de- 
nominated principles  of  public  law.  When, 
thereforcy  in  the  course  of  these  observations, 
said  Mr.  K.,  I  may  use  the  words  "  public  law,** 
my  intention  is  to  express  thereby  an  idea  of 
some  i^stem  named  public  law,  not  the  law  of 
nature,  which,  gradoally  becoming  obsolete,  has 
been  very  little,  if  any,  in  use  since  the  oom- 
mencement  of  the  American  Revolution — a 
system  which,  notwithstanding  it  is  often  up- 
pealed  to,  if  ever  ii  did  exist,  is  now  only  to  be 
found  in  books,  and  not  in  practice.  Neither  ia 
it  intended  in  this  case  to  draw  into  notioe  any 
diplomatic  proceedings  many  years  heretofore 
transacted,  by  way  of  argument,  in  support  of 
what  I  may  say  on  the  subject  of  this  resolu- 
tion ;  inasmuch  as  the  truth  and  merits  of  it  do 
rest  and  depend  on  the  Message  of  the  Preddent 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  docaments  aooom- 
panying  the  same,  and  the  other  documents  rel- 
ative thereto,  which  have  been  received  from 
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him  educe  the  oommencement  of  this  session  of 
Con^resS)  together  with  some  other  documents 
relatiTe  to  the  arrangement  of  April  last,  made 
between  the  American  Government  and  the 
honorable  David  Montague  Erskine,  late  Am- 
basndor  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary from  His  Britannic  Majesty,  near  the 
United  States. 

This  resolution  is  not  an  answer  to  a  Message 
from  the  IVesident  of  the  United  States ;  there 
aro  not  in  it  any  words  of  relation  between  it 
and  a  message  evidencing  an  expre^ion  or  in- 
tended direction  of  that  nature;  neither  are 
there  in  it  any  words  manifesting  an  intention 
to  transmit  it  to  him  as  an  address;  for  these 
and  other  reasons,  which,  if  necessary,  might  be 
mentioned,  it  does  not  appear  that  this  joint 
resolution  can,  with  any  propriety,  be  named 
an  answer  or  response  to  a  Message  from  the 
President,  or  an  address  to  him.  It  may,  there- 
fore, be  reasonably  expected,  that  any  objec- 
tion raised  against  it,  on  the  opinion  of  its  being 
an  answer  to  a  Message  from  tiie  President,  or 
an  address  to  him,  will  not  prevaiL 

This  resolution  is  not  a  declaration  of  war ; 
it  is  predicated  on  a  specified  conduct  of  an 
Ambc^sador  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary of  His  Britannic  Mi^festy,  near  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  and  on  the 
denial  of  the  Executive  Government  of  the 
United  States  to  receive  any  further  communi- 
cations from  him  in  consequence  of  that  con- 
duct. And  it  may  be  observed  that,  how  an- 
cient soever  among  nations  the  custom  or  usage 
of  sending  or  receiving  Ambassadors,  Plenipo- 
toitiaries,  and  public  Ministers  of  that  kind 
may  be,  tlie  custom  or  usage,  it  is  reasonable  to 
belieye,  is  bottomed  only  on  the  great  principle 
of  homanity,  and  does  not  impose  a  perfect  ob- 
ligation either  to  send  such  minister,  or  to  re- 
oave  him,  or  to  continue  him  after  being  re- 
oeived;  therefore,  not  to  send  an  Ambassador, 
Plenipotendary,  or  public  Minister— not  to  re- 
ceive such  Minister — ^to  recall  such  Minister — 
or  to  refuse  to  receive  any  ftirther  communica- 
tions from  such  Minister,  is  not  a  just  cause  of 
war ;  and  it  foUows  that  the  acting  or  not  act- 
ing, in  either  of  the  casea^  is  not  a  dedaration 
of  war.  True  it  is,  that  the  resolution  states, 
that  ^*the  Congress  of  the  United  States  do 
solemnly  pledge  themselves  to  the  American 
people,  and  to  the  world,  to  stand  by  and  sup^ 
port  the  Executive  Government  in  its  refusal  to 
reoeiTO  any  farther  communications  from  the 
flttid  Francis  James  Jackson,  and  to  call  into 
action  the  whole  force  of  the  nation,  if  it  should 
become  necessary,  in  consequence  of  the  oon- 
dnct  of  the  Executive  Government  in  this  re- 
spect, to  repel  such  insult,  and  to  assert  and 
maintain  the  rights^  the  honor,  and  the  interests 
of  the  United  States ;  ^^  but,  it  Lb  to  be  observed, 
that  that  pledge  goes  onl  v  to  the  doing  of  cer- 
tain things  which  may  become  necessary  in 
consequence  of  the  conduct  of  the  Executive 
Government  in  respect  to  that  thing  which  is 
alluded  to.    But  if  any  gentleman  is  disposed 


to  continue  to  this  resolution  the  name  of  an 
answer  to  a  Message  from  the  President^  or 
address  to  him,  or  to  call  it  a  declaration  of 
war,  he  certainly  may  five  it  any  name  he 
pleases ;  and  I  hope,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  I  may 
also  have  the  liberty  to  give  it  a  name  that  ap- 
pears appropriate  to  it. 

[Here  Mr.  RasA  entered  into  a  doee  examinatioii  of 
the  correspondenoe  between  the  British  Minister  and 
the  American  Secretary  of  State,  to  show,  Jlrttj  the 
inndt  to  the  American  Government  by  charging  it 
with  falsehood ;  eecondly,  the  falmty  of  that  charge 
by  showing  that  it  was  founded  on  false  assmnptionsy 
and  oontinned :] 

The  whole  civilized  world  is  a  spectator  in 
the  discussion  of  this  resolution ;  and  all  the 
civilized  nations  in  the  world  are  and  will  be 
anxiously  desirous  to  know,  whelJier  the  Unit- 
ed States  of  America,  after  having  hitherto, 
with  imi)unity,  suffered  all  the  aggressions  of 
Great  Britain,  and  after  having  suffered  Great 
Britain,  with  impunity,  to  impress  tibousands  of 
their  seamen,  and  retain  them  on  board  of  their 
armed  ships  and  vessels,  and  compelling  them 
to  fight  against  nations  with  whom  the  United 
States  are  at  peace ;  after  having  suffered  Great 
Britain,  with  impunity,  to  murder  their  citizens, 
and  after  havmg  suffered  Great  Britain  with 
impunity  to  attack  their  sovereignty,  in  case  of 
the  Chesapeake  frigate,  will,  after  all  these 
outrages  and  hostile  acts,  tamely,  meekly,  and 
patiently,  submit  and  bow  down  to  the  lowest 
degree  of  debased  degradation,  and  suffer 
Francis  J.  Jackson,  Ambassador  Extraordinary 
and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty,  with  impunity,  to  abuse  their  Execu- 
tive Government,  and  to  impute  to  it  with  im- 
punity the  detestable  charge  of  untrutii. 


Tdisdat,  January  2, 1810. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Pennsylvania^ 
BoBXBT  Jknxins,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  in 
the  House. 


WsDinESDAY,  January  8. 
Trade  to  the  BdUie. 
Mr.  BuBWSLL  said  that  he  had  given  to  the 
subject  of  our  foreign  relations  as  much  con- 
sideration as  he  was  capable  gf  doing,  and  di- 
gested some  pkn  which  appeared  to  him  best 
adapted  to  the  present  situation  of  the  country. 
It  would  be  recollected,  however,  that  they  had 
seen  in  the  napers  that  France  either  had 
blockaded  or  aid'  contemplate  the  blockade  of 
all  the  ports  not  embraced  in  the  British  orders; 
and  they  had  seen  in  tiie  papers  a  paragraph 
intimating  that  a  project  existed  to  dose  tne 
northern  ports  agamst  all  vessels  but  those  of 
France.  He  conceived  it  necessary  to  call  for 
any  information  which  by  possibility  might  be 
in  possession  of  the  Executive  on  this  subject, 
as  such  information,  if  to  be  obtained,  might 
have  some  influence  upon  his  mind  as  to  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Q06 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H.  OF  R.] 


Ckmduct  qf  the  British  Mmitier, 


[Janoast,  1810. 


coarse  proper  to  be  pursued;  and  therefore 
moved  the  following  resolution : 

Resolvedy  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House  any  informa- 
tion he  may  possess  relative  to  the  blockade  of  the 
ports  of  the  Baltic  by  France,  and  the  exdnsion  of 
nentral  vessels  by  Russia,  Sweden,  and  Denmark. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  without  opposition, 
and  Mr.  Bubwxix  and  Mr.  Gabdneb  appointed 
a  conmiittee  to  wait  on  the  President  accord- 
ingly. 

Conduct  of  the  British  Minister, 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being  the 
resolution  from  the  Senate  approving  the  con- 
duct of  the  Executive  in  refusing  to  receive  any 
further  communication  from  Francis  James 
Jackson,  &c. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time. 

To-morrow  was  named  as  the  day  on  which 
it  should  be  read  a  third  time,  and  negatived, 
ayes,  82. 

The  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  be  read 
a  third  time  to-day. 

Mr.  Newton. — ^Mr,  Speaker :  It  is  with  re- 
gret, sir,  I  feel  myself  constrained  to  offer  some 
observations  on  the  resolution  from  the  Senate 
now  on  its  passage. 

I  am  not  ignorant  that  I  am  trespassing  on 
your  patience,  and  that,  at  this  late  peric^  of 
the  discussion,  I  address  you  to  no  little  disad- 
vantage ;  but  I  derive,  under  such  discourage- 
ment, great  satisfaction  in  knowing  that  your 
politeness  and  indulgence  are  at  au  times  the 
same. 

I  lament,  sir,  that  the  discussion  has  not  been 
confined  to  the  subject  which  the  resolution 
presents  for  consideration,  but  as  I  had  no  con- 
trol over  the  debate,*!  am  compelled  to  {Pursue 
it  through  the  meanders  it  has  taken. 

As  silence  on  the  observations  which  have 
been  made,  though  on  points  foreign  to  the  one 
in  debate,  may  be  ascribed  to  an  acquiescence 
in  their  justness,  I  cannot  refrain  from  apprising 
you  that  1  hold  myself  bound  to  answer  such  as 
shall,  in  my  judgment,  demand  an  answer. 
This  course  will  compel  me  to  discuss  points 
no  ways  related  to  the  one  before  the  House. 

I  shall  endeavor  to  atone  for  taking  this  range 
by  giving  to  each  subject  a  separate  considera- 
tion, and  by  observing  a  due  regard  to  brevity. 
Witn  this  apology,  I  hasten  in  the  first  instance 
to  the  discussion  of  the  competency  of  Mr.  Ers- 
kine^s  powers  to  conclude  the  provisional  agree- 
ment of  the  19th  of  April  last. 

I  put  aside  from  this  discussion  the  instruc- 
tions of  Mr.  Erskine  authorizing  him  to  tender 
reparation  for  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake,  be- 
cause his  power  so  to  act  has  not  been  distinctly 
questioned.  The  gentlemen  who  have  preceded 
me  on  the  same  side  of  the  question  have  sus- 
tained^ I  tnist  to  your  satisfaction,  and  that  of 
the  House,  the  competency  of  Mr.  Erskine^s 
powers  to  make  and  conclude  the  arrangement 


of  the  19th  of  April  last.  Persuaded,  as  I  am, 
that  they  have  performed  this  task  with  great 
ability,  I  will  not  tire  your  patience  by  passing 
over  the  same  ground,  nor  by  citing  the  same 
authorities  on  which  they  relied  to  support 
their  arguments. 

I  will  permit  myself  only  to  take  up  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  points  which  terminated  their  re- 
marks. I  will  content  myself  with  fnniialiini; 
some  authorities  not  pressed  into  service,  in  sup- 
port of  the  positions  taken  by  them.  That  Mr. 
Erskine  was  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  cannot 
be  denied ;  in  that  character  he  was  received, 
and  in  that  he  acted  until  he  was  recalled,  is 
equally  true.  The  propositions  made  by  him  in 
that  character  were  received  and  acted  upon  as 
the  propositions  of  his  Government.  The  Exe- 
cutive of  the  United  States  had  no  control  over 
his  private  instructions ;  no  right  to  demand  an 
exhibition  of  them ;  they  were  given  for  the 
government  of  the  Minister's  conduct.  If  he 
acted  in  contravention  of  his  secret  orders,  over 
which  his  power  was  absolute,  he  became  re- 
sponsible to  his  sovereign  for  his  non-observaoee 
of  them;  but  his  public  acts  must  neeessarily 
be  binding  and  obligatory,  originating,  as 
they  must  be  considered,  in  the  general  and 
avowed  powers  of  the  Minister,  exercised  in 
conformity  to  his  private  instructions.  If  his 
secret  instructions  limit  his^neral  oommisdon, 
he  is  bound  honestly  to  apprise  the  Govern- 
ment with  which  he  is  negotiating  of  the  fiict. 
He  ought  to  say,  to  this  boundary  I  can  go ;  be- 
yond it  I  cannot  pass.  To  illustrate  this  doe- 
trine,  which  I  hold  to  be  sound  and  correct,  I 
will  give  as  an  instance  the  chaste  conduct  of 
Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Pinkney,  who,  previous  to 
affixing  their  signatures  to  the  treaty  conduded 
by  them  with  uie  British  Commissioners,  pub- 
licly apprised  the  Commissioners  that  tliey  had 
no  authority  to  bind  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  as  their  instructions  did  not  per- 
mit them  to  conclude  a  treaty  which  should  not 
contain  stipulations  against  impressments.  Hie 
fate  of  that  treaty  is  known.  It  was  rejected. 
The  British  Government  could  not  complain, 
because  it  was  previously  informed  that  the 
Ministers  of  the  United  States  had  no  power  to 
form  such  a  treaty. 

Mr.  Erskine  never  entertained  a  doubt  but 
that  his  powers  were  competent  to  the  forma- 
tion of  the  arrangement  of  April  last  He  un- 
hesitatingly declared,  in  submitting  his  propo- 
sitions for  suspending  as  t6  the  United  States 
the  operation  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  that  he 
was  commanded  by  his  Migesty  to  submit  them 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Executive  of  the 
United  States..  I  will  prove  this  statement  bv 
his  letter  of  April  18,  1809,  and  others,  ad- 
dressed to  the  Secretary  of  State.   He  says : 

"  The  favorable  change  ia  the  relatioDM  of  Hii 
Majesty  with  the  United  States),  which  has  been  pro- 
duced by  the  act  usually  termed  the  noa-intercoiirae 
act,  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  was  also 
anticipated  by  His  Mi^sty,  and  has  encouraged  a 
further  hope  &at  a  reconsideration  of  existing  diflbr* 
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might  lead  to  their  aatisfactory  ac^tutmentt 
On  theae  grounds  and  expectatioiu,  I  am  inatracted 
to  ccmmonlcate  to  the  .American  Goyemment  His 
Miyestf's  determination  of  sending  to  the  United 
States  an  Envoy  Extraordinary,  invested  with  full 
powers  to  conclnde  a  ^ea^  on  sJl  points  of  the  rela- 
tions between  the  two  conntries.  In  -the  mean  time, 
with  a  view  to  the  attainment  of  so  desirable  an  ob- 
ject, His  M^esty  wonld  be  willing  to  witiidraw  his 
Orders  In  Cooncil  of  January  and  November,  1807, 
•o  far  as  respects  the  United  States,  in  the  persoasion 
tiiat  the  President  woald  issae  a  proclamation  for 
the  renewal  of  the  intercourse  with  Great  Britain, 
and  that  whatever  difOarence  of  opinion  should  arise 
in  the  interpretation  of  the  terms  of  soch  an  agree- 
ment, will  be  removed  in  the  proposed  negottation." 

In  another  letter,  of  April  19,  be  says  : 
•<  In  coDseqnence  of  the  acceptance  by  the  Pres- 
ident, as  stated  in  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  of 
the  proposals  made  by  me  on  the  part  of  His  Ma- 
jesty, in  my  letter  of  Ihe  same  day,  for  the  renewal 
of  the  intercoorse  between  the  respective  countries,  I 
am  authorized  to  declare  that  His  Majesty's  Orders 
in  Council  of  January  and  November,  1807,  will  have 
been  withdrawn,  as  respects  the  United  States,  on 
the  10th  day  of  June  next**    (1809.) 

The  above  extracts  from  Mr.  Erskine's  letters 
leave  us  in  no  suspense  as  to  the  opinion  he  had 
formed  of  his  instmctions.  In  this  settled  be- 
lief that  he  had  conformed  strictly  to  the  in- 
stnietions  of  his  Conrt,  we  find  him  so  late  as 
Jmie  15,  1809,  when  he  notified  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  the  new  Order  in  Council  issued 
on  the  26th  of  April  last.  In  this  letter  he  says : 

**  In  consequenoe  of  official  communications  sent  to 
me  from  His  Majesty's  Government,  since  the  adop- 
tion of  that  measure,  I  am  enabled  to  assure  yon  that 
it  has  no  connection  whatever  with  the  overtures  (of 
the  19th  of  April,  1809)  which  I  have  been  authoriz- 
ed to  make  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  I  am  persuaded  that  the  terms  of  the  agree- 
ment so  happily  concluded  by  the  recent  negotiation, 
will  be  strictly  fulfilled  on  the  part  of  His  Mf^esty. 
The  ibtemal  evidence  of  the  order  itself  would  fully 
justify  the  foregoing  construction,  and,  moreover,  it 
will  not  have  escaped  your  notice,  that  the  repeal  has 
not  thereby  been  made  of  the  orders  of  the  7th  of 
January,  1807,  which,  aooording  to  the  engagement 
I  have  entered  into  on  the  part  of  His  Migesty,  is  to 
be  abrogated  mlh  the  other  orders,  in  consequence 
of  the  adjustment  of  differences  between  the  two 
eountiies,  and  the  confidence  entertained  of  a  further 
conciliatory  understanding." 

Thus  it  appears  that  Mr.  Erskine,  from  com- 
nranieations,  subsequent  to  the  26th  of  AprU, 
from  this  Government,  is  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  he  acted  within  the  pale  of  his  instructions. 
His  langoage  is  free  from  ambiguity.  He  says : 
*^  In  consequence  of  official  eommundeatunu  sent 
to  me  from  His  Migesty's  Groyemment,  since 
the  adoption  of  the  order  of  the  26th  of  April,  I 
•m  enabled  to  assure  you  it  has  no  connection 
whatever  with  the  terms  of  agreement  conclud- 
ed by  the  recent  negotiation.^'  Nothing  can  be 
dearer  than  that  his  opinion  was  made  up  on  a 
fall  consideration  of  all  the  instructions  received 
byhimfrtmi  bis  Government    This  must  be 


evident  to  the  most  superficial  observer  on  read- 
ing the  following  extract  from  a  letter  of  tho 
14th  August,  1809,  addressed  by  him  to  the 
Secretary  of  State.    It  is  as  follows  : 

''  Under  these  circumstances,  therefore,  finding  that 
I  could  not  obtain  the  recognitions  specified  in  Mr. 
Canning's  despatch  of  the  28d  of  January,  (which 
formed  but  one  part  of  his  instmctions  to  me,)  in  the 
formal  manner  required,  I  considerd  that  it  would  be 
in  vain  to  lay  before  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  the  despatch  in  question,  which  I  was  at  lib- 
erty to  do  in  €3BtensOf  had  I  thought  proper.  But  as 
I  had  such  strong  grounds  for  believing  that  the  ob- 
ject of  His  Majesty's  Government  could  be  attained, 
though  in  a  different  manner,  and  the  spirit,  at  least^ 
of  my  several  letters  of  instructions  be  fully  complied 
with,  I  feel  a  thorough  conviction  on  my  mind  that 
I  should  be  acting  in  conformity  with  His  Majesty's 
wishes,  and,  accordingly,  conclude  the  late  provi- 
sional agreement  on  His  Majesty's  behalf  with  the 
Government  of  the  United  States." 

The  British  Government  could  not,  from  this 
view,  disavow  the  act  of  its  Minister  without 
incurring,  and  that  justly,  the  charge  of  bad 
faith.  To  give  support  and  nerve  to  this  in- 
ference, I  will  read  a  passage  from  an  author  of 
great  celebrity,  BurlamaquL  The  author  says : 
^^  K  he  who  has  a  commission  to  treat  has  kept 
within  the  bounds  of  the  power  annexed  to  his 
office,  though  he  acts  contrary  to  his  private 
instructions,  the  sovereign  is  to  dbide  by  what 
he  has  ^one ;  otherwise,  we  could  never  depend 
on  eugagements  contracted  by  proxy."  This 
authority  is  ftdl,  and  in  point ;  it  covers  the 
whole  ground ;  it  leaves  no  fissures  tlxrough 
which  craifby  politicians  can  make  an  escape. 
On  the  reputation  of  the  British  Government 
it  fixes  a  blot  which  nothing  short  of  the 
power  of  time  can  efface. 

Past  transactions  are  worthy  of  remembrance, 
and  sometimes  of  repetition.  The  chameleon 
may  take  the  hue  of  surrounding  objects,  but 
his  change  of  color  does  not  new-modd  his 
figure,  form,  or  character. 

Let  us,  for  a  moment^  bring  to  our  recollec- 
tion the  occurrences  which  took  place,  and  the 
orthodox  opinions  which  were  held,  at  the  time 
when  the  honor  and  dignity  of  this  nation  were 
deeply  wounded,  (a  wound  not  yet  healed,)  in 
the  attack  of  the  Chesapeake  ;  when  the  blood 
of  American  citizens  was  wantonly  shed,  and 
when  the  British  squadron,  after  the  commis- 
sion of  an  act  so  atrocious,  in  violation  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  tiie  United  States,  anchored  in 
Hampton  Beads  and  interrupted  the  regular 
communication  between  Norfolk  and  other 
places.  After  having  taken  a  review  of  facts, 
let  us  compare  the  opinions  of  that  day  with 
those  subsequently  delivered ;  and,  by  the 
standard  of  consistency,  test  them. 

The  President,  soon  after  the  commission  of 
those  outrages,  issued  his  proclamation,  inter- . 
dieting  the  entrance  of  the  waters  of  the  United 
States  to  the  public  armed  vessels  of  Great  Brit- 
ain. That  act  of  the  President  was  considered 
as  just  and  proper,  as  flowing  from  moderation 
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and  wisdom.  The  propriety  of  it  was  defend- 
ed on  the  declaration  to  the  Executive  by  Mr. 
Erskine,  that  it  was  his  firm  belief  that  Ad- 
miral Berkeley  had  acted  without  orders.  Keep 
in  force  the  proclamation,  was  the  language  of 
that  memorable  day,  until  reparation,  ample 
and  satisfactory,  should  be  made.  Such  was 
the  state  of  the.  public  mind.  Mr.  Rose  arrived ; 
his  mission,  instead  of  having  the  salutary  ten- 
d^cy  of  removing  the  irritations  excited,  was 
eminently  calculated  to  nurture  and  increase 
them,  fiisults  were  added  to  injuries.  Before 
he  would  deign  to  make  known  to  the  Pres- 
ident the  nature  and  extent  of  the  reparation 
he  was  autJiorized  to  offer,  he  demanded  the 
revocation  of  the  President's  proclamation  ;  in 
plain  terms  informing  this  nation  that  its  Gov- 
ernment should  make  concessions  to  His  Ma- 
jesty for  using  precautionary  measures  against 
the  lawless  acts  of  his  officers,  as  a  prerequisite 
to  a  tender  of  the  reparation  His  Mcgesty  had 
condescended  through  him  to  offer.  This  new 
mode  of  redress  proving  no  ways  satisfactory, 
Mr.  Eose's  mission  terminated.  No  sooner  was 
it  known  that  the  negotiation  with  Mr.  Bose 
proved  abortive,  in  consequence  of  the  inad- 
missible demands  made  by  him,  as  already  stat- 
ed bv  me,  than  the  President  was  openly  ac- 
cused as  being  the  cause  of  it,  by  adhering  to  a 
"  mere  punctilio." 

Thus,  sir,  we  see,  that  no  Bepublican  Pres- 
ident can  do  right,  when  his  actions  are  viewed 
through  the  medium  of  party  spirit 

Mr.  Staiojet  said  he  cQd  not  flatter  himself 
he  could  add  any  thing  to  the  information 
which  the  House  already  possessed  on  this  sub- 
ject. Yet,  as  a  measure  was  about  to  be  adopt- 
ed, which,  without  the  possibility  of  yielding 
any  advantage,  would,  in  his  opinion,  fix  a  stain 
on  the  national  character,  and  put  at  hazard 
the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  country,  he 
felt  impelled  by  the  imperious  call  of  duty,  to 
raise  his  feeble  voice  against  it  Permit  me 
here,  said«  Mr.  8.,  to  express  the  surprise  and 
regret  witii  which  I  have  heard  observations 
from  those  who  support  the  resolution,  which, 
having  no  connection  with  the  resolution  itself 
are  calculated,  if  not  intended,  to  excite  the 
passions  of  the  House  or  of  the  people ;  to.  fa- 
rorize  the  public  mind ;  to  misfead  our  judg- 
ments in  deciding  the  question,  and  to  obtain  a 
result  rather  from  passion  than  reason.  I  al- 
lude to  the  repeated  redtal  of  British  outrages, 
the  bombardment  of  Copenhagen,  and  the  attack 
on  Constantinople.  A  calm  discussion  of  the 
question  itself,  would  probably  lead  to  as  cor- 
rect a  decision,  and  be  not  less  honorable  to  the 
American  Congress.  The  danger  of  foreign  in- 
fluence has  been  mentioned  to  us,  by  way  of 
caution,  I  presume.  A  solicitude  on  this  point 
can  be  but  commendable,  though  I  hope  nnne- 
'cessary.  It  may  be  the  fate  of  this  country  to 
be  cursed  with  men  whose  ill-directed  ambition, 
and  predominant  selfish  views,  lead  tiiemto  sup- 
port the  interest  and  the  designs  of  foreign  na- 
tions, though  adverse  to  the  interests  and  honor 


of  tiieir  own.  If  such  there  be,  let  them  be  mark* 
ed  as  objects  of  suspicion,  scorn,  and  contempt. 

It  has  also  been  the  fate  of  other  cornktriefl, 
and  may  be  the  misfortune  of  this,  to  possess  in 
its  bosom,  and  to  cherish  in  its  confidence,  men, 
who  from  an  equally  base  and  corrupt  self-loTe 
and  ill-directed  ambition,  become  supple  oour- 
tiers,  political  sunflowers,  cringing  demagogues ; 
who,  worshipping  the  idol  power,  whether  in 
the  hands  of  a  military  commander,  a  protector, 
or  a  consul,  tender  an  implicit  obedience  ana 
united  support  to  every  measure  which  ema- 
nates from  the  Executive,  the  source  of  office 
and  profit  Such  men  bring  upon  a  country  the 
curses  of  undue  domestic  influence.  Not  to 
know  and  not  to  fear  the  dangers  both  of  for- 
eign and  domestic  influence,  is  to  close  our  eyes 
on  the  light  of  history,  and  to  disregard  the 
testimony  of  ages.  The  States  of  Greece,  as 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Eppbs)  re- 
minds us,  fell  from  foreign  influence ;  the  un- 
happy Kingdom  of  Spain  at  this  moment  groans 
and  bleeds  from  the  same  cause.  And,  sir,  from 
domestic  influence,  Bome  had  her  Casar,  Eng- 
land her  Cromwell,  and  France  now  dri^P^  the 
chains  of  Bonaparte.  Should  it  ever  beoome 
the  settied  doctrine  in  this  country,  that  the 
opinions  and  the  measures  of  the  Executive  are 
entitled  to  our  prompt  acquiescence  and  blind 
support;  that  like  the  devoted  soldier,  a  mere 
military  machine,  we  are  not  to  paQse  over  a 
vote ;  that  free  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the 
Executive  shall  authorize  suspicion  of  the  purity 
of  the  citizen ;  the  time  will  be  fast  hastening 
when  a  throne  shall  be  erected  upon  the  ruins 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
name  of  America  be  added  to  the  list  of  those 
Bepublics  which  have  "  risen  like  the  rocket^ 
and  fallen  like  the  stick.''  Whether  either  of 
these  parties  exist  in  this  country,  I  need  not 
at  this  time  inquire;  no  circumstanoe  could 
render  such  an  inquiry  in  this  place  other  than 
unpleasant  I  have  suggested  the  possibility  oi 
their  existence,  and  their  evils,  with  a  view 
equally  pure,  I  hope,  with  that  of  those  who 
have  before  alluded  to  them,  and  to  excite  a 
caution  which  well  merits  the  attention  of  the 
American  people. 

Associated  in  this  House  with  gentiemen,  all 
of  whom,  I  am  to  presume,  are  actuated  by  the 
same  love  of  countiy ;  who  alike  feel  the  obliga- 
tions of  honor,  conscience,  regard  to  the  oonstl- 
tution  and  responability  to  our  constituents — 
I  cannot  but  hdlieve  they  act  on  this  ocosaioii 
with  motives  as  pure  as  my  own.  Tet,  sir,  feel- 
ing myself  bound  by  these  high  sanctions  to  pur- 
sue the  course  pointed  out  by  my  own  judgment^ 
and  the  dictates  of  my  own  oonsoienoe,  I  am 
compelled  to  declare,  that  I  disapprove  the 
conduct  of  the  administration  in  the  affidr  with 
Mr.  Jackson,  and  that  I  am  decidedly  opposed 
to  the  resolution  before  us. 

From  the  view  I  have  taken  of  the  oorre- 
spondenoe  between  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Jadaon, 
my  mind  is  satisfied — 

That  the  letters  of  Mr.  Jackson  do  not  < 
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tain  the  insolt  te  ov  administration  which  is 
imirated  to  them  by  the  resolntion.  That^  if 
they  did,  the  Oongfess  of  the  United  States  are 
not  required  either  by  duty  or  poHcy  to  inter- 
fere in  the  business^— and  that  if  they  will  inter- 
fere, the  resdntion  nnder  eonsideration  is  im- 
proper. Qn  each  of  these  points  I  will  submit 
a  few  observations. 

In  regard  to  the  insult  said  to  be  contained  in 
Mr.  JacKson^s  letters,  my  remarks  shall  be  brief, 
with  no  other  reference  to  the  letters  already 
■o  often  repeated,  as  to  have  become  "'  dull  as  a 
tale  twice  told,"  than  I  may  conceive  necessary 
to  be  intelligible.  The  offensive  idea  "  that  the 
£xecative€k>Temment  of  the  United  States  had 
a  knowledge  that  the  arrangement  lately  mide 
by  Mr.  Er^ne  in  behalf  of  his  Government 
with  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  was 
entered  into  without  competent  powers  on  the 
part  at  Mr.  Erskine  for  that  purpose,"  is  said  in 
the  reeolutaon  to  be  conveyed  in  Mr.  Jackson^s 
letter  of  the  28d  of  October,  and  to  be  repeated 
in  that  €i  the  4th  of  November.  Tet,  as  if  it 
was  on  all  hands  admitted  that  no  such  idea 
eould  be  found  in  these  letters,  all  who  have 
moat  anzionsly  desired  to  find  it,  have  endeav- 
ored to  establish  it  by  recurring  to  Mr.  Jack- 
son's letter  of  the  11th  of  October,  and  there 
point  QB  to  that  part  of  the  letter,  where  Mr, 
Jackson,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Smith's  declaration, 
that  an  explanation  was  expected  of  the  grounds 
of  the  disavowal  by  His  Britannic  Maijesty  of  the 
arrangement  made  between  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr. 
Erskine,  informs  Mr.  Smith,  tibat  he  had  seen 
with  pleasure  the  forbearance  of  Mr.  Smith,  to 
eompuun  of  this  disavowal,  "•  inasmuch  as  you 
oould  not  but  have  thought  it  unreasonable  to 
complain  of  the  disavowal  of  an  act  done  Under 
such  drcomstances  as  could  only  lead  to  the 
conaeqaencea  that  have  actually  followed."  He 
adds,  ^^It  was  not  known  when  I  left  England 
whether  Mr.  Erskine  had,  according  to  the  lib- 
erty allowed  him,  communicated  to  you  in  ex^ 
UnMo  his  original  instructions;  it  now  appears 
that  he  did  not  But  in  reverting  to  his  official 
eorrespondence,  and  particularly  to  a  despatch 
addressed  on  ihelSOth  of  April  to  His  Msijesty's 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affkirs,  I  find 
that  he  there  states,  that  he  submitted  to  your 
consideration  the  three  conditions  specified  in 
those  instructions,  as  the  groundwork  of  an  ar- 
rangement which,  aocordiog'to  information  rd- 
oezved  from  this  country,  it  was  thought  in 
Eng^d  miffht  be  made,  with  a  prospect  of 
great  mntoal  advantage.  Mr.  Erskine  then  re- 
port!^ terhatim  et  $6riatm.  your  observations 
open  each  of  the  three  conditions,  and  thie  rea- 
80118  whioh  induced  you  to  think  that  others 
might  be  anbstituted  in  lieu  of  them.  It  may 
have  been  oonduded  between  you  that  these 
latter  were  an  equivalent  for  the  original  condi- 
ticms ;  but  the  very  act  of  substitution  evident- 
ly diowB  that  those  original  conditions  were  in 
^ket  very  explidtlv  communicated  to  you,  and 
by  yon  of  course  laid  before  the  President  for 
hk  consideration.  I  need  hardly  add,  that  the 
Vou  IV.^14 


difference  between  these  conditions  and  those 
contained  in  the  arrangement  of  the  18th  and 
19th  of  April,  is  sufficiently  obvious  to  require 
no  dueidation ;  nor  need  I  draw  the  conclusion, 
which  I  consider  as  admitted  by  all  absence  of 
complaint  on  the  part  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment, viz :  that  under  such  circumstances  His 
Mijesty  had  an  undoubted  right  to  disavow  the 
act  of  his  Minister." 

As  the  offensive  idea  is  ^eged  to  be  an  allif- 
sion  to  the  circumstances  under  which  the  ar- 
rangement witii  Mr.  En^ne  was  concluded, 
which  Justified  the  King  in  disavowing  it ;  inti- 
mated to  be  known  to  our  adndnistration  at  the 
date  of  this  letter ;  it  is  necessary  to  search, 
from  the  evidence  before  us,  what  those  circum- 
stances were  upon  which  the  Xing  justified  his 
disavowal ;  these  found,  we  shall  be  at  no  loss 
to  fix  Mr.  Jaokson^s  aUusion,  and  then  to  in- 
quire whether  these  circumstances  thus  alluded 
to,  were  in  fact  known  to  our  administrati<m. 
It  appears  fr<»n  the  documents  before  us,  that 
the  King's  Order  in  Council  of  the  24th  ai  May, 
1809,  announcing  the  provisional  agreement 
concluded  by  Mr.  Erskine  and  the  disavowal  of 
it,  assigns  as  the  sole  ground  of  the  disavowal, 
that  the  said  agreement  "  was  not  such  as  was 
authorized  by  His  Mi^festv's  instructions.''  And 
Mr.  Pinkney,  on  the  28tn  of  May,  informs  Mr. 
Smith  that  the  British  Minister,  Mr.  Can- 
ning^ had  in  their  interview  on  the  26th  of 
May  declared ''that  the  British  Minister  (Mr. 
Er^dne)  had  acted  in  his  late  negotiation  and 
eogagements  with  you,  not  only  without  author- 
ity, but  in  direct  opposition  to  the  most  precise 
instructions }"  that  these  facts  were  oommuni«> 
cated  by  Mr.  Pinkney,  and  known  to  our  ad- 
ministration before  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Jackson, 
appears  from  the  correspondence  between  Mr. 
Smith  and  Mr.  Erskine  in  July  and  August.  Mr. 
Jackson  also,  in  his  letter  of  the  11th  of  Octo- 
ber, says  that  his  Government  ''with  frankness, 
promptitude,  and  a  most  scrupulous  regard  to 
national  honor,  gave  notice  to  the  American 
Minister  in  London  of  the  disavowal,  of  the 
motives  of  it,  and  of  the  precautions  sponta- 
neously taken  by  His  Mcjesty  to  prevent  any  loss 
or  injury  accruing  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
State8m>m  an  agreement,  however  unauthorized, 
made  in  His  Ms^jesty's  name."  And  in  his  let- 
ter to  Mr.  Smith,  23d  of  October,  explidtly  de- 
clares ''His  Majesty  was  pleased  to  disavow  the 
agreement  concluded  between  you  and  Mr. 
Erskine,  because  it  was  concluded  in  violation 
of  that  gentleman's  instructions,  and  altogether 
without  authority  to  subscribe  to  the  terms  of 
it"  And  to  dispense  with  a  recital  of  each 
particular  in  which  the  instructions  wefte  disre- 
garded, Mr.  Jackson  adds,  "  These  instructions 
I  now  understand  by  your  letter,  as  well  as  from 
the  obvious  deduction  which  I  took  the  liberty 
of  making  in  mine  of  the  11th  instant,  were  at 
the  time  in  substance  made  known  to  you ;  no 
stronger  illustration,  therefore,  can  be  given  of 
tlie  deviation  from  them  which  occurred,  than 
by  a  reference  to  the  terms  of  your  agreement" 
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We  thus  findthe  Bridsh  Government  on  eivery 
.occasion,  and  throogh  cFerj  agent,  assigning 
the  violation  of  instroctions,.  and .  the  want  of 
authority  in  Mr.  Er^ne  to  oonolude  the  agree- 
'  ment,  as  t)ie  sole  ground  of  the  disavowal,  and 
relying  on  that  greund,  and  no  other,  to  shield 
them  irom  the  charge  of  perfidy.  With  this 
evidence  before  us;  with  the  admiasion  of  Ifr. 
Jackson  ^Hhat  the  instructions  were  not  made 
known  in  cxt^Mo;^^  with  the  coiPrespondenoe  of 
Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Epskine  showing  the  knowl- 
edge of  our  administration  of  the  instructions  to 
Mr.  £rakine.and  of  the  grounds  of  the  disavow- 
al of  his  arrangement  prior  to  the  arrival  <^  Mr. 
Jackson  in  the  United  States,  does  it  consist 
with  candor  and  good  sense ;.  is  it  not  a  palpa- 
ble violation  of  both,  so  to  torture  the  hinguage 
of  Mr.  Jackson  in  his  letter  of  the  11th  of  Ocr 
tober,  in  allusion  to  the  circumstanoes  which 
^'  could  only  lead  to  the  disavowal,"  and  to  the 
knowledge  of  them  by  our  administration,  which 
prevented  their  complaints  to  him  on  his  arri- 
val, as  to  make  them  convey  an  idea  that  a  dis- 
tinct and  different  ground  of  disavowal  existed 
than  that  which  his  'Government  and  himself 
had  before  rq>eatedly  assigned ;  to  impute  to 
him  the  insinuation  that  th^  restricted  autjiori- 
ty  of  Mr.  ^rskme  was  known  at  the  time  of 


the  arrangement,  when  he  had  ezplidtly  de- 
clared **  ihsX  the  instructions  were  not  made 
known  in  exteMo^^^  and  thus  to  fix  upon  him 
the  absurdity  of  contradicting  himself? 

Such  cbnstruction,  and  such  an  imputation^ 
in  my  opinion,  is.  at.  war  with  every  sound  rule 
of  construction,  and  every  honbnible  principle 
of  Just  and  fiur  dealrog.  It  is  worthy  the-obfl4r- 
vation  of  those  gentlemen  who  bo  clearly  see  an. 
insult  in  this  letter  of  the  11th  of  October,  that 
they  have  found  what- had  escapi^  the  Jealous 
perspicacity  of  Mr.  Smithy  and  the  patient  re- 
search of  the  drAUghter  of  the  resolution ;  since 
Mr.  Smith,  in  his  reply  of  the  19th  of  October, 
gives  no  intimation  of  any  thing  offensive  in  this 
letter,  and  the  resolution  confines  the  insulting 
idea  to  the  letter  of  the  28d  of  October.  We 
come  now  to  the  letter  of  the  28d  of  October, 
in  which,  according  to  the  resolution,  is  con- 
tained th^  **  insolent  and  indecorous  expressions, 
conveying  the  idea  that  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment of  the  .United  States  had  a  knowl^ge  that 
the  arrangemoit  lately  made  by  Mr.  Erskiiie 
with  the  Government  of  the  United  States  was 
entered  into  without  competent  power  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Erskine."  The  offensive  idea  is 
said  to  be  found  in  the.  following  part  of  Mr. 
Jaokson'a  letter:  ^I  have  no  hesitatioa  ur  in- 
fomung  you  that  h^  Majesty  wto  pleased  to 
disavow  the  agreement  condnded  between  you 
and  Mr.  Erskine,  becanse  it  was  concluded  in 
violation  of  that  genUeman's  instruetions,  and 

.  altogether  without  authority  to  subscribe  to  the 
terms  of  xL  These  inatmctiona,  I  now  under- 
stand by  your  letter,  as  well  as  from  the  obvious 
deduction  which  I  took  the  liberty  of  making  in 

'  mine  of  the  11th  instant^  were  at  the  time  in 
inhfltonce  made  known  to  yon;  »o  stronger 


illustration,  therefore,  can  be  given  of  the  devi- 
a^on'from  them  which  occurred  than  by  a 
r.eferwce  to  the  terms  ci  ^our  agreemeni.** 
There  is  no  equivocation  in  this  Ittogoage.  He 
si^s  the  instructions  were  made  knpwn  in  ttifr- 
9t(mc6 — fm  expressicm  which  from  its  very  terms 
excludes  the  idea  of  being  made  known  In  fdll 
extent ;  and  that  it  is  true,  as  Mr.  J.  here  alleges, 
that  the  substance  of  Mr.  Erskine^s  instractions 
were  made  knoyvn,  appears  from  Mr.  Sknith'a 
let<;er  of  the  19th  of  October.  "*  Certain  it  b 
that  your  predecessor  did  pvesent  for  my  ooa- 
sideration  the  three  couditions  whic^  now  a^ 
pear  in  the  printed  document ;  that  he  was  dis- 
posed to  urge  them  more  than  tiie  nature  of 
two  of  theih  (both  palpably  inadmissible^  and 
one  of  ttiem  more  than  merely  inadnussible) 
could  permit,  and  that  on  finding  his  first  pro- 
posals unsuccessful,  the  more  reasonaMe  terma 
comprised  in  the  arrangen^ent  respecting  tiiA 
Ordar  in  Oounoil  were  adopted.*^  And  Sir. 
Erskine  himself  declared  to  his  Government, 
20th  of  April,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Jackson  to  Mr. 
Smith,  11th  of  October,  and  not  questioned  bj 
him,  ^^  that  .he  had  submitted  to  the  considera- 
tion of  Mr.  Smith  the  three  conditions  specified 
in  his  instmctioDs,  as  the  groundwork  of  aa  ar- 
rangement," and  adds  the  reasons  which  in- 
duced Mr.  Smith  to  think  ^  that  otiiersmi^  be 
substituted  in  lieu  of  them.''  Thes^  fiTpntniam 
of  Mr.  Jaoksen  are  unequivocal,  free  from  eb- 
scuritv,  and  cover  no  insinuation.  They  assert 
a  sm^  fiict,  the  existence  of  which  is  establish- 
ed by  the  letters  of  Mr.  Smith  hunselL  To  find 
in  them  a  tnftAniT^|r  ^  conveying  the  insolent  ^"^ 
indeoorous  idea  that  our  Government  kniBw  of 
Mr.  ErskineV  restricted  authority,"  is  to  give 
to  lan^u^ge  a  signifioaticHi  different  from  that 
heretofore  r^eeived,  and  to  exert  a  strength  of 
imagination  to  which  I  have  no  OTetenaioDSL 
But  in  the  kttw  of  Mr.  Jackson  of  November 
^th,  i9  said,  ][>y  the  resolution,  to  be  fbond  **the 
still  moire  insolent  and  afl^nting  "  repetition  of 
the  same  insinuaition.  In  the  conclusion  of  tbia 
letter  >ir.  J.  complains,  not  intomperat^y,  oC  the 
libeity  Mr.  Smith  daimed  of  styling  lus  remaite 
''irrelevant  and. improper,"  a  freedom  which  I 
should  regret  to  believe  would' be  Justified  by 
our  Seereta;ry's  ideas  of  decorum,  ftr.  Jaokaon 
concludes  in  the  words  which  are  said  to  ooor 
tain  this  offensive  repetition  ^  the  imaginary 
•insult;  ^'TouwiU  find  in  my  oorreapondienoe 
with  you,  that  I  have  carefully  avoided  drawing 
conclusions  that  did  not  necenarii^  follow  firom 
^he  premises  advanced  by  me^  and  least  of  all 
should  I  think  of  uttering  an  inanuatioo  vhero 
I  was  unable  to  substantiate  a  ftoL" 

If  Mr.  Jackson  had  really  utter^an  mfoond- 
ed  in^nu^tion,  he  here  certainly  repeats  it,  be- 
cause he  a<dierea  to  all  he  had  before  said,  and 
retractis  nothing..  But  i^  as  I  believe,  he  had 
not  made  any  inshiuationa,  but  had  direolly  and 
obvionslv  referred  to  facts  which  were  either 
admitted  or  luui  been  snbstantia^y  proved,  and 
more  especially  as  he  has  not  anywliere  made 
the  insinuation  charge^  ^' that  onr  QorenuiMBt 
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were  acqaainted  with  Mr.  Enkifie^s  restricted 
aQthbritj/*  the  eondiiaion  seema  to  be  irre^ist' 
ible,  that  he  eonld  not  here  repeat  an  inskiiia- 
tioa  which  he  had  not  previously  made.  This 
paragraph  obvionsly  means  lihat  he  ha^  abstained 
from  sncfar  an  insiniiation  because  ^  he  was  un- 
able to  substantiate  the  fbct"  Nor  can  I  con- 
eetye  how  this  declaration  could  be  ofSansive  to 
Ifr.  8mlth,  ualeas  received  by  him  as  present- 
ing a  contrast  to  his  own  deportment^  in  which 
case  he  owes  his  feelings  to  his  own  conscioiBs 
sensibili^. 

Were  it^  however,  otherwise, 'and  if}  instead. 
of  antfiKAvaKtMi  so  hidden  that  a  Secretaxy  of 
State  only  can  discover  it,  Mr.  Jankson  had 
giren  adh-ect  and  unecnaivocal  insult,  the  €)on- 
grees  of  &e  United  States  are  not  orequired 
either  by  doty  or  policy  to  interfere.  The  oon- 
stitntion  hab  wis^y  created  different  branches 
'of  the  Government,-  committed  to  each  its  -sepa- 
rate cares  and  duties,  made  e^ch  independent  of 
the  other,  inten^g  thereby  to  secure  ^e  sepa- 
rate deliberation  and  separate  responsibility  of 
each.  To  attain  its  blessing!  th^se  valuable 
objects  of  the  constitution  ougnt  not  to  be  de- 
f^Xj&L  To  the  President  alone  is  given  the' 
power  to  receive  Ministers  and  if>  treat  with 
them,  and  as  in  the  conrBe  of  this  duty  he  be- 
comes personally  interested  in  the  d<^rtment 
of  Ibreign  Ministers,  if  they  demean  themselves 
disrespectfolly  towards  him,  he  is  clothed  with 
the  power  to  break  off  iuteroourse  witlr  them 
at  pleasure,  and  so  far  lib  suopend  their  minister 
rial  functions.  This  power  has  been  repeatedly 
exercised  by  our  Presidents,  as  the  constitution 
intended  it  should  be,  upon  their  own  responM" 
biihy .  And  it  is  the  highest  policy  of  this  Gdv- 
eriunent,  in  order  to  obtain  the  advanta^  of 
the  ft^  judgment  and  decision  of  the  President, 
so  to  oondoct  towards  him  .that  he  should  learn 
to  act  without  foar  of  the  censure  of  Congress 
on  the  one  hand^  and  without  any  hope  on  tie 
other,  that  their  )B6untenance  shall  shelter  his 
measures  from  scrutiny.  This  policy,  and  the 
strict'  inviolability  of  liie  Executive  power  in 
ah- cases  of  treaty,  were  empbaticaUy  settied  in 
the  case  of  Jay's  Treaty,  in  which  the  President, 
(whose  mdependent  example  deserves- more  re- 
spect than  it  has  met  from  his  successors),  stand- 
iBg  upon  his'  own  responabHity  refused  to  sub- 
mit to  the  House  of  Bepr^entattves  any  papers 
relating  to  that  negotiatbn,  except  the  treaty 
itseK  Tet  if  the  plan  proposed  by  these  reso- 
lutions be  adopted;  if  we  by  format  resolutions 
appfOTC  the  conduct  of.  the  President  in  an 
a&ir  go  exclusively  his  own,  as  that  of  the  rtxp- 
ture  with  Mr.  Jackson,  may  we  not  on  some 
future  occasion,  as  observed  by  my  honorable 
colleague,  (Mr.  Maoon,)  d^m  the  ri^ht  of  cen- 
suring in  matters  equdly  within  his  sole  and 
peculiar  province?  K  then,  we  are  to  inter- 
fere with  Executive  duties,  not  ^lerely  as  syco- 
phants, applauding  his  every  act,  but  as  freemen 
condemning  what  we  do  not  approve,  th^  inev- 
itable consequence  must  be,  a  conflict  between 
theSxeoutive  and  Legiahitive  PepartmentSi  in, 


which  the  wounds  of  either  can  oply  be  inflict- 
ed through  the  constitution ;  or  (an  issue  equally 
fatal)  the  advantages  intended  to  be  derived 
from  separate  deliberation,  distinct  responsi* 
bility,  and  mutual  jealpuiiy  and  watchfulness  of 
the  separate  depiirtments  disappear,  in  a  miser- 
able complaisance  of  acting  by  previous  coir- 
cert,  and  thus  pik>p^ing  each  other  before  the 
people. 

Tiie  question  Was  then  taken  on  postponem^il 
as  moved  by  Mr.  Gabdenisb;  and  4egatived 
without  a  division. 

And  at  length,  at  half  past  five  oVlock,  the 
main  qiiestion  on  the  final  passage  of  the  res- 
olutiQU  was  taken  and  earned— -yeas  72,  nays 
41,  as  follows:  *, 

Yx^is.^— Lemuel  J.  AUton,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  WIU 
liam  Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  0ayid  Bard,  Bnrwefi 
Baesett,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brovn, 
Robert  Brown^  Wmiam  A.  Bnrwell,  Wilh'am  Bntler, 
Josepl^  CaUMyan,  Matthew  Clay,  Howell  Cobb,  James 
Cochran,  James  Cox,  WiUiam  Crawford,  Richard 
Cntts,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  £|^|)e4| 
William  Fbdlay,  Jonathan  Hisk,  l^ack  Franklin, 
Sanillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas  Gholson, 
jr^  Peterson  Goodwyn,  WlHiam  Helms,  James  Hol- 
land, Benjamin  .Howard,  Jacob  HnfW,  Robert  Jen- 
.kins,  Richard  11  Johneon,  Thomas  Kenan,  William 
Kennedy,  John  Love,*  Aaron  Ilyle,  Robert  Marion, 
Samuel  MoKee,  Alexander  McKUn,  William  Af  ilnor, 
John  Montgomery,  Nicholas .  R.  Moore, .  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newt0p,'John 
Nicholson,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards, 
John  Roajte,  Erasfcus  Root,  John  Ross,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Ebeneser  Seaver,  Adam  Seyberl;, 
Denni^  Smelt,'  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  fioBiy 
Sonthard,  Jolm  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy, 
Charles  Turner,  jr.^  KoSert  Weakley,  Robert  White- 
hill,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Katb, — Daniel  Blaisdell,  James  Breckeniidge,  Jcihn 
,C.  Chamberlain,  WUliiun  Chamberlin,  Epaphrodltcu 
Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Sanmel  W.  Dana, 
John  Dayenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  James  Embtt, 
Barent  Gardenier,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale, 
Nathaniel  A  Haven,  Jonathan  H.  Hnbbaid,  Rtbhard 
Jackson,  jr.,  German  Knickerbacker,.  Joseph  Lewis, 
jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Liv- 
mg8t<»,  Nathamel  Macon,  Archibald  McBiyde,  Jona^ 
thai(  0.  Mosely,  Jos.  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman, 
jr.,  Timothy  PitUn,  jr.,  EUsha^R  Potter,  Josiah 
Qnincy,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  William 
Stedman,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Stnzg^ 
Jacob  Swoope^  Samnel  Taagart»  Benjamin  TaHma^e, 
Jabes  Upham,  Eillian  K  Yah  Rensselaer,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  and  James  Wfison. 

[Pn  this  vote  were  fd)sen!t  27  memhera,  viz : 
Messrs;  Campbell,  Glofton,  Oook,i'  Cbibt, 
DsimiNo,*  GoLDSBOBonaiiv  Qbat,  Hustbb,  J. 
Q-.  jAOXflOF,  JoOTS,  jKjy,  Ltoh,*  MATTHSWa, 
MnxEB,  T.  MooBK,  Mm obd^*  NxLBOif,  Ban- 
DOLFH,*  Sawtbb,  Bhaw,  SnEFnY,  J.  SmiHk^  8. 
Smith,  2V<wp,'  Van  Dyke,*  F<»»  Hotm^  and 
Wtnh*  ;  of  whom  those  mailed  (*)  have  not 
appeared  in  their  seats  daring  the  present  ses- 
sion* and  those  in  UaXic  are  known  to  be  absent 
firom  the  city,] 

The  Honse  then  a^jonmed,  at  a  quarter  bo- 
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fore  siXy  after  a  session  of  nineteen  honn^  dur- 
ing the  whole  of  which  time  the  Speaker  pre- 
sided in  the  Ohair  with  dignity  and  moderation, 
to  Friday  next 


Fbidat,  Jannary  5. 
Another   member  to  wit,  from  Delaware, 
Nicholas  Van  Dtxb,  appeared,  and  took  his 
seat  in  the  Hoose. 

Claim  o/Elieabeth  Hamilton. 
Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  Ham- 
ilton, referred  on  the  5th  nltimo ;  whioh  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  Wednesday  next.    The  report  is  aa  follows : 

That  it  is  stated  V  ^^  petitioner,  that  her  late 
husband,  Alexander  Hamilton,  served  as  Llratenant 
Colonel  in  the  Armj  of  the  United  States  daring  the 
Hevolntionaxy  war;  that,  in  oommoft  with  other 
officers  he  was  entitled  to  five  years*  foil  pay  as  com- 
mutation  for  half-pay  dnring  life ;  that  her  hosband, 
being  in  Congress  at  the  time  the  resolution  passed 
making  this  provision  in  favor  of  the  officers  of  the 
Revolution,  in  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War  he 
relinquished  his  daim'  to  commutation;  and  the 
petitioner  prays  for  the  amount  of  said  commutation. 
It  does  not  appear,  from  any  evidence  from  the 
Secretary  of  War  or  of  the  Treasury,  that  the  late 
Colonel  Hamilton  ever  did  relinquish  his  right  to  haU'-' 
pay  or  commutation,  nor  can  the  committee  believe 
that  it  would  be  proper  or  generous  that  such  relin- 
quishment should  be  relied  on  as  a  bar  to  a  just  claim 
upon  the  United  States  for  meritorious  services 
against  the  representatives  of  such  claimant.  It  ap- 
pears, from  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
niy,  that  the  late  Colonel  Hamilton  received  pay  as 
an  o^^r  up  to  the  end  of  Febmaxy,  1782,  and  no 
later.  And  there  is  no  evidence  upon  the  Treasury 
books,  or  books  of  the  War'  OflOpe,  whether  at  this  or 
what  period  Colonel  Hamilton  resigned.  The  com- 
mittee, however,  have  been  furnished  with  a  docu- 
ment, which  induces  the  belief  that  Colonel  Hamil- 
ton did  not  resign  his  commission  until  after  the  28ih 
day  of  Cctober,  1788,  which  document  is  in  these 
words:  "In  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress  of  the 
80^  day  of  September,  1788,  Ueutenant  Colonel 
Hamilton  is  to  take  rank  as  Colonel  by^revet,  in 
the  Armies  of  the  United  States  of  Amanoa.  Signed 
at  PrincetoiL  October  28,  1788^  by  EUas  Booaluot, 
Ptresident,"  &o. 

The  committee  are  of  oninion,  that  the  resolution 
iof  Congress,  upon  a  liberal  construction,  did  not  re- 

2uire  actual  service,  and  that  the  officer  should  be  in 
lie  xeceiot  of  his  pay  to  entitie  him  to  commTltation ; 
-but  that  he  should  have  a  commission,  and  be  at  all 
times  liable  to  be  Called  on  to  perform  the  duties  of 
fais  station.  The  committee  are  confirmed  in  this 
opinion,  when  they  xecoUect  the  ntuation  of  the 
United  States  and  the  Army  m  the  year  1788,  and 
in  fjnot,  from  the  capture  of  ComwaUls  and  his  Army 
at  Littie  York,  in  tiie  State  of  Yimnia,  in  the  year 
1781,  But  this  daim  is,  like  all  oSier  daiins  of  this 
description,  bajred  by  the  statute  of  limitation.  The 
followmg  resolution  is  offered : 

Betohed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not 
tobegraatecL 


MoiTDAT,  January  10. 
Two  members,  to  wit:    fix>m  New   York, 
Gttbdon  S.  Mumfobd,  and  from  Kentucky,  Mat- 
thew Lton,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats  in 
the  Hoase. 


TuBBDAT,  January  16. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  South  Caro- 
lina, BioHABD  Wtnv,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat 
in  tiie  House. 

WxDinEBDAT,  January  17. 
A  new  member,  to  wit,  Dayo  S.  Gaxlaicd, 
returned  to  serve  as  a  member  of  thb  House 
for  the  State  of  Virginia,  in  the  place  of  Wilson 
Carey  Nicholas,  resigned,  appeared,  produced 
his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

^WsDmsDAT,  January  81. 
Offi^n  of  ^  BewlutioH. 
Mr.  Nelsok,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  twenty-fourth  instant,  made  a  report  on  the 
several  petitions  of  the  surviving  olBcers  of  the 
late  Bevolutionary  Army ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
next.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

That^  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  15th  of 
May,  1778,  aU  mHitaiy  offiuoers  who  tiien  were,  or 
should  thereafter  be,  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  who  should  continue  in  service  during  the 
war,  and  not  hold  any  office  of  profit  under  the  United 
States,  or  any  of  them,  should,  after  the  conclusion 
of  the  war,  be  entitied  to  receive,  annually,  for  the 
term  of  seven  years,. if  they  should  live  so  long,  one- 
half  of  the  then  pay  of  such  officers:  provid^  that 
no  general  officer  of  the  eavaliy,  artilleiy  or  inftntiy, 
should  be  entitled  to  receive  more  than  the  ooe-half 
part  of  the  pay  of  a  colonel  of  such  ooips,  respective^ 
ly ;  and,  provided  that  the  said  resolution  should  not 
extend  to  any  officer  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  unless  he  should  have  taken  aa  oath  of  Alle- 
giance, and  should  actually  reside  within  some  one 
.of  the  United  States. 

That,  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  die  11th  of 
August,  1779,  it  was  resolved  that  the  half-pay  pro- 
vided by  tiie  aforesaid  resolution  of  the  15ih  of  May. 
1778,  should  be  extended  to  continue  for  lifeu 

That,  by  a  resolution  of  Coi^press  of  the  2l8t  of  Oo- 
tober,  1780,  it  was  urovided  uiat  the  officers  who 
should  continue  in  the  service  to  the  end  of  the  war 
should  be  entitled  to  half -pay  during  life,  to  oom- 
znenoe  from  the  time  oi  their  reduction. 

That,  by  a  resolution  i^  Congress  of  the  17th  day 
of  January,  1781,  all  officers  in  the  ho^ital  depart- 
ment, and  medical  sia£^  thereinafter  mentioned,  who 
should  continue  in  service  until  the  end  of  tiie  war, 
or  be  redueed  before  that  time  as  supernumeraries, 
•hould  be  entitied  to  receive  dnring  life,  in  lieu  of 
half-pay,  the  following  allowances,  viz :  The  director 
of  the  hosfntal,  equal  to  the  half-pay  of  a  lieatenant- 
colonel :  ehief  physician  and  surgeons  of  the  aimy  and 
ho^ita^  and  ho^tal  physicians  and  sugebns^  pur- 
veyor, apothecaiy,  and  regimental  snigeons^  each 
equal  to  the  half-pi^  of  a  captain. 

That,  by  a  rMolution  of  Congress  of  the  22d  day 
of  Mardi,  1788,  it  was  provided  that  such  <^odn  as 
wen  th^  in  service,  a^d  should  oenthrae  tiierein 
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QBta  the  %ad  of  the  war,  ahonld  be  entitled  to  receive 
tiie  amoQnt  of  6^6  yeanT  foil  pay  in  ffioiMy,  or  eeca- 
rities  on  interest  at  six  per  centam  per  aonum,  as 
Congreee  shoald  find  most  conTenient,  instead  of  the 
half-pay  promised  for  fife  by  the  resohxtion  of  the 
Slst  day  of  October,  1780 ;  the  said  secnrities  being 
SDch  as  ahonld  be  given  to  the  other  creditors  of 
the  United  States:  provided  it  shonld  be  at  the  op- 
tioo  of  the  lines  of  the  respective  States  and  not  of 
officers  individnal^  in  those  lines,  to  accept  or  refose 
the  flame;  and  provide^  also,  that  their  election 
ahonld  be  signified  to  (>>ngresB,  throogh  the  GoDimand- 
er>in-Chief^  from  the  Unes  under  his  immediate  com- 
mand, within  two  months,  and  throngh  the  command* 
ing  officer  of  the  Sonthem  Army,  from  thpse  under 
his  command,  within  ox  months  firom  the  date  of  the 


That  the  same  oommntation  shoald  extend  to  the 
oorpe  not  belonging  to  the  lines  of  any  particular 
State,  and  who  were  entitled  to  half-pay  as  aforesaid : 
the  aoc^rtanoe  or  refusal  to  be  determined  by  the 
conie^  eaii  to  be  signified  in  the  same  manner,  and 
within  the  same  time,  as  above  mentioned;  that  all 
offioen  belonging  to  the  hospital  department,  who  are 
entidad  to  half-pay  by  tiie  resdntion  of  the  17th  of 
January,  1781,  miji^t  collectively  agree  to  accept  or 
refbse  the  aforesaid  commutation,  signifying  the  same 
through  the  Commander-in-ChidC^  within  six  months ; 
that  nch  oflloers  as  had  retired  at  difierent  periods 
entitled  to  half-pay  for  life,  mu^ht,  collectively,  in 
each  State  of  which  they  are  inhaTutants^  accept  or 
refose  ^e  same ;  their  acceptance  or  refusal  to  be 
Bgnified  by  asents  authorized  for  that  purpose,  within 
SUE  mcsiths ;  uat  with  respect  to  such  retiring  officers, 
the  commutation,  if  accepted  by  them,  should  be  in 
Heu  of  whatever  might  he  then  due  to  them  since 
the  time  of  their  retiring  from  service,  as  weU  as 
what  mi^t  thereafter  becomedue ;  and  that  as  soon 
as  tiieir  acceptance  shoald  be  signified,  the  Supeiin- 
tuident  of  Finance  should  be,  and  he  was  thereby, 
aothorixed  to  take  measures  for  the  settlement  ot 
their  aocoonta  accordingly,  and  to  issne  to  them  cer- 
tificates bearing  interest  at  six  per  cent.;  that  all  offi- 
cers entitled  to  half-pay  for  life,  not  included  in  the 
preceding  resolution,  might,  also,  collectively,  agree 
to  accept  or  refuse  the  aforesaid  commutation,  signi- 
fying tihe  same  within  six  months  from  the  passage  of 
said  resofaition. 

The  petxtioners  state,  and  the  fact  is  of  too  general 
BoCoriety  to  be  disputed,  that  although  they  confi- 
dently expected,  at  the  time  they  were  compelled 
torn  imperious  necessity  to  aeoept  the  sum  in 
gtoes  in  Ueuofhalf-iMiy  for  life,  ^lat  it  would  be  paid 
to  tfaoain  reality,  and  not  by  afkesh  promise  without 
any  sufficient  gpiarantee  for  its  due  performance,  yet 
diey  were  compelled  to  receive  certificates,  which,  for 
want  of  any  specific  provision  for  the  payment  of 
them,  or  the  interest  accruing  on  them,  were  imme- 
diattly  depreciated  to  five  for  one^  and,  by  dBgnu^  to 
ten  Ibr  one,  in  exchange  for  money.  They  uererore 
pray  that  half-pay  for  life,  to  commence  £ram  the 
time  of  the  reduction  of  the  Army,  may  be  granted  to 
them,  according  to  the  solemn  stipu]atio{ps  entered 
into  with  them  by  Congress,  by  the  resolutions  before 
referred  to;  deducting  there&om  the  five  vear^  full 
pay  reoeiv^  by  them  in  depreciated  j>aper,  by  way  of 


It  is  weQ  known  to  yonr  committee,  and  to  the 
idiole  nation,  that  the  far  greater  part  of  the  officers 
were  compelled  by  hard  necesdt^  to  dispose  df  their 
commutation  certificates  at  pnces  infinitely  below 


their  nominal  amount ;  that  this  did  not  proceed  from 
want  of  patriotism,  of  which  they  had  beforehand 
given  pro<^s  most  unequivocal,  or  of  want  of  confidence 
in  their  Government ;  but  tiiat,  afler  having  spent 
the  vigor  of  tiieir  manhood  in  the  service  of  &eir 
country,  they  retomed  to  the  walks  of  civil  life, 
(many  of  them  maimed,  and  scarcely  able  to  halt 
along,)  ignorant  efs  what  Was  passing  or  likely  to 
pass  in  the  councils  of  their  ceunby ;  the  griping  hand 
of  poverty  bore  hard  upon  them ;  and,  unacquainted 
as  they  necessarily  were  with  civU  affairs,  they  fell 
an  easy  prey  to  the  wiles  of  the  artful  and  insidious 
speculator,  who  was  lying  in  wait  to  fatten  upon  their 
hard  earnings.  Under  circumstances  like  these,  it 
would  have  been  strange  indeed,  if  they  had  kept 
their  certificates  in  their  pockets.  No,  the  thing  was 
impracticable ;  go  they  must,  for  whatever  they 
would  brings  and  be  the  consequences  whatever  they 
might. 

Up^  the  whole,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that 
the  contraot  entered  into  by  Congress  with  the  officers 
of  the  late  Revolulionaiy  Army,  for  giving  them  half- 
pay  for  life,  has  not  been  substantiaUv  complied  with 
by  the  Qovemment  They,  therefore,  recommend 
the  following  resolution  i 

^em^nedy  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioneis  is  xea- 
sonable,  and  ought  to  be  granted. 

Fbidat,  February  9. 
Babert  Fulton  and  Torpedoes.^ 
The   following  letter  was  laid  before  the 
Honse: 

<«  Kaloil&ka,  February  9,  1810. 

'^Snt :  Having  published  a  pamphlet  explaining 
my  experience  on  tiie  practice  and  effects  of  tor- 
pedoes, I  beg  leave  to  present  you,  and  each  member 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  one  copy,  Shoald 
the  House  consider  this  subject  of  sufficient  interest 
to  merit  fturther  explanation,  I  shall  be  happy  to  give 
a  lecture  at  such  time  and  place  as  may  be  most  con- 
venient, in  which  I  will  exhibit  the  various  modes  of 
attack  with  torpedoes  and  harpoon  guns,  as  prepared 
for  action,  with  such  models  and  demonstrations  as 
will  lead  to  a  dear  understanding  of  the  subject 

^  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &o., 

"  ROBERT  FULTON. 

^  Hon.  Spbaksb  Home  qfMepe." 

Leave  was  given  to  present  the  pamphlets 
mentioned  in  the  above  letter,  as  requested. 

Ncmgation  of  the  Mobile, 
The  following  Message  was  received  firom  the 
Pbbsidxnt  or  the  United  States  : 
To  tki  Bwte  of  Bepmentaiives  <^tkn  Untied  8taiet : 
I  transmit  to  the  House  a  report  of  the  Secretaiy 
of  State,  complying  with  their  resolution  of  the  22a 
of  January.  JAMES  MADISON. 

FXBBUABT  9, 1810. 

DKFABmBMT  SXATB,  Feb.  8,  1810. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  the  President  has 
been  pleased  to  refer  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  22d  of  last  month,  has  the 
honor  to  state  that  it  appears  fix>m  the  records  in  this 
department,  that  in  the  years  1801  and  1802,  the 
Executive  had  endeavored  to  obtain,  for  the  citizens 
of  Ihe  United  States  residing  on  the  waters  of  Tom- 
bigbee  and  Alabama  rivers,  the  free  navigation  of  the  , 
MobUe  river  to  its  confluence  with  the  ocean— firsts 
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It^BUnAST,  ISM. 


\fj  cliiimiBg  tiih  nBvigfttiotf  a»  a  natund  xighti  ssno- 
IJbned  by  &  Moeml  prinoiples  of  libe  Isw  of  natfom 
applicable  to  rvnm  similarly  sitaated ;  -  and,  Beooodly/ 
by  endeBYoriti^  to  porohaM  the  ceunfcry  held  bySpain 
ODtheMobQe. 

Tbeaa  efforts  *wera  made  befine  it  was  kaown  tet 
Spain  had  ceded  Loaisiaaa  to  France,  and  cense- 
queqtly  before  the  purchase  of  that  provinoe  by  the 
United  States.  Smce  that  puefaase,  iJb»  oonatiy  held 
by  Spain  on  the  Mobile  has  been  obumed  M  beiiig  ]&«> 
cinded  therein. 

The  Spanish  G^eremment,  hating  olgected  to  this 
oUahn  in  li  manner  w&ch  jnatified  a  belief  that  the 
question  would  not  be  soon  decided^  our  Minister  at 
Madrid  was  instructed  again  to  daim  the  free  naviga-r 
tion  of  the  Mobile  under  the  geneeal  principles  o^  the 
law  of  nations,  and, to  represent  to  £Us  Gitftholic  Ma* 
jesCy  the  prq)rie^.and  necessity  of  giving  orders  to 
nis  officers  not  to  interrupt  the  free  communication 
with  our  Territories  tiiuongh  the  waters  oi  thb  Mobile. 

In  adifition  to  what  has  been  dope  t^n^  this  de^ 
partment,  it  appears  that  the  Xjrov^mor  of  the  Or- 
leans Tenritoiy,  and  other  officers  of  the  United 
States,  have  endearored  to  induce  the  Spanish  au- 
thorities on  the  Mobile  to  abstain  from  exacting  du- 
ties OB  the  passage  of  owr  merohandise  or  piDduoe  up 
or  down  that  river.  Notwithstanding,  however, 
eveiy  thing  which  has  been  done,  it  is  understood 
that  these  autboiities  have  ccmtmued  to  exact  (with 
some  occasional  relaxations)  a  duty  of  twelve  per 
cent.  **  oil  all  articles  of  the  growth  or  maQu&ctnre 
of  the  United  States,  which  are  conveyed  thioo^  said 
river  to  and  from  the  cil^  of  New  Orleans." 

All  which  is  rsfepectfully  sobmkted. 

RSMITa 


HoHDAT,  Febroary  18. 

Mr.  Dawsok. — On  hearing  the  Joomal  read, 
I  find  tiuit  on  last  Friday  a  letter  was  received 
by  the  Speaker  from  Mr.  Eolton.  What  merit 
is  dne  to  hia  invention  I  wiU  not  pretend  to 
say ;  bnt  I  know  Mr.  Folton  to  be  a  man  of 
science  and  saooesflfbl  experiment ;  of  which  he 
has  given  proofs,  both  in  Europe  and  this  conn- 
try.  It  seems  to  methat  some  attention  ought 
to  be  paid  to  his  communioatian.  I  there£re 
move  you  that' his  letter  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee. 

Mr.  Dawsoh's  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  a 
committee  appointed,  consisting  of  JMLessrs. 
Dawsok,  Tatloic  and  Baoon. 

Wbdnebdat,  February  14. 
Torpedoes. 
Mr^  Dawsok  made  the  following  report : 
The  committee  to  whom  was  lefexred  aletler  from 
Robert  Fukon  to  the  Speaker  gf  the  House  ofRepre* 
sentatives,.  dated  an  the  9th  instant,  beg  leave  to  re-' 
port,  in  part,  that  at  their  request  Mr.  Fulton  attend- 
ed ^e  coQunittee  on  this  morning,  and  explamed  to 
them  his  views  of  the  uses  and  effects  of  torpedoes, 
on  which  the  committee  forbear  to  give  an  opinion, 
and  offer  the  following  resolution : 

Bttolve^  That,  when  the  House  shall  a^Joum  on 
Fridir^  next,  it  vriU  a^ioum  to  meet*on  Monday ;  and 
that  Mr.  Fulton  have  4to  nee  of  this  Hall  on  Sator- 


da^  ibr  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  the  totpedoea  and 
ddivering  a  leotaie  ea  tiieir  practice  and  uttUfy. 

'  Mr.  Bhxa  moved  to  recommit  the  report  to 
the  committee  who  reported  it,  with  a  view  to 
obtaining  a  report  on  the  meritsof  it — Motaoa 
n^ativcH^. 

Mr.  LivsBMOBS  called  fbr  a  division  of  the 
resolntHm  reported  by  the  oommittee,  so  as  to 
take  a  ouestion  separately  on  the  words,  ^  iEls-' 
eoheif  That)  when  the  Bouse  shall  a^Joum,  it 
adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday.'* 

The  question  on  this  paiH  Of  the  resolnfibn 
was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays— yeasr  90,  nays  S9. 

'  Hr.  LivKBttTOBX  moved  to  pos^ne  the  far- 
ther consideration  of  the  subject  indefinitely. 

4-  desultory  debate  took  place  on  these  va- 
rious questidns.  It  was  aaid  that  the  Hall  of 
the  House  of  Bq^resentatives  was  ezcluavely 
appropriated  to  legislative  purposes,  and  that, 
at  Ihiatime^  to  appropriate  it  to  the  purpose  of 
exp^inenftd  lecture^  would  aflbid  a  preoedent 
which  would  be  iii;iarious ;  that  sodi «  meaa- 
iire,«if  admissible  at  all,  should  not  be  taken 
unless  the  House  were  convinced  of  the  prao- 
tioability  of  the  system  proposed  to  be  illustrat- 
ed, because  it  would  hold  out  the  idea  that 
the  House  of  Representatives  had  sanctioned  it 
It  was  also  said  that  this  system  could  quite 
as  conveniently  be  iUnstrated  in  one  of  the 
other  apartments  of  the  Capitol,  without  spread- 
ing on  the  Journals  a  formal  record  allowing 
^Mx*.  Fultoa  the  use  of  this  House.  In  reply,  it 
was  said,  that  this  was  an  invention  whidi  prom- 
ised to  be  of  great  puhlio  utility,  and  it  was 
but  reasonable^  as  the  inventor  waa  known  to 
be  A  aoientific  man,  .that  he  should  have  an  o|^ 
portunity  of  demoostrotaiiff  its  efficacj,  when 
he  has  tSS'emA  his  services -ror  that  purpose,  tf 
it  succeeded,  it  might  be  a  saving  of  main^ 
imlllons  to.  the  United-States ;  and  if  ft  £uled, 
the  Honse  wou}d,  by  paying  attention  to  it, 
have  shown  their  disposition  to  encourage 
scienbe.  Th^  argument  minst  .the  fepart  of 
the  committee,  that  thid  Hall  was  ezckaively 
devoted  to  legislation,  it  was  said,  would  opv- 
ate  with  equal  fbrce  against  permitting  Divine 
service  to  be  performed  there  on  Sundaya. 

Before  any  question  waa  taken  on  tiie  latter 
clause  of  the  report  of -thecommittee,  theHooae 
a4jo<)Lrned. 

I^UBSDAT,  February  16. 
Torpedoee* 

A  motion  waa  made  by  Mr.  Bmnrxu.,  thai 
the  nnHnished  business  of  yesterday  do  lie  on 
the  table';  and  the  question  beiilg  tal»n  tiiero- 
on^t  was  determined  ix^  the  negative. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  conMderation  of 
the  said  unfinished  businesi^  and  the  question 
recurring  on  the  motion  to  postpone  indefinit^j 
the  fhrther  consideration  of  the  second  memb^ 
of  the  resolution,  Ms.  Bfbaksb  dedded  that  the 
said  motion  to  postpone  indefinitelj  wasi  at  the 
time  the  same  was  under  ctnaideration,  out  of 
order. 
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A  motkni  mm  then  made  by  Mr.  Bom,  te 
amend  the  aaad  TeBolati<m  by  striking  oat  the 
worda,  dMotring  a  leeture  on,  for  the  piirpoae 
of  inaerthig  tibe  word  ^laiMng,  And  the 
onestiofn  being  taken  therecm,  it  was  resojyed  in 
the  affirmatiYe. 

The  question  was  then  taken  npon  cononrring 
in  the  aeoond  and  last  member  of  the  said  reso- 
lution, and  determined  in.  the  negative— yeas 
l>5,  nays  61« 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tbouf,  the  oue^ion  was 
then  stated  xm  ooBourring  in  the  first  and 
aeoond  members  of  tho  sara  reaolution ;  when 
Mr.  Sfbakis  decided  that,  a  question  being 
divided,  one  part  aflSrmed  and  the  otiier  .re- 
jected, a  question  cannot  be  put  upon  the  whole 
of  the  reaoltition  as  Ori^pnally  proposed.  From 
wbicb  deoiaon  of  the  ofaair^  an  appeal  was  inade 
to  Hie  House  by  Mr.  Tbottp.  and  being  seconded, 
the  question  was  taken,  ^Is  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  correct?  **  and  resolved  in  the  affimiative 
— yeaa  78,  nays  91. 

FsiDAT,  February  16. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  aOommittee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Glaimfl  on  the  petition  of  Eli^beth  Hamilton, 
widow  ai  Alexander  Hamilton,  praying  for  the 
conmenaation  due  to  her  deceased  husband. 

riW  report  is  one  of  the  class  of  those  favor- 
able to  the  prayers  of  tiie  petitioners  on  grounds 
of  eqoity,  but  declaring,  l)«canse  they  are  barred 
by  the  statnte  of  liihitations,-  that  they,  there- 
fore, ought  not  to  be  granted.] 

The  reeolatioA  imported  by  the  Oommittee  of 
dmras  ia  as  follows : 

*<  J2flio£ped;  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitidner  oni^t 
aot  to  be  granted." 

The  rep<Ht  was  su[^rted  by  Messrs.  Moniv 
omtxBit^  YABNuiff  Helms,  and  Bxcoif,  on'  the 
ground  that  the  late  General  Hamilton  had  no 
claim  on  the  Government  under  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  old  X)ongre6s;  because  he  was,. on 
tifte  d6th  -of  November,  1782,  a  delegate  in 
Congress,  and,  by  the  6th  article  of  the  Con- 
federation, incapable  of  holding^  at  tho  same 
time,  a  ^uUtary  commission.  He  was  in  th^ 
Congress,  a  member  (if  not  the  chairman)  of. 
ihA  oommittee  which  reported  the  resoludons 
under  which  his  heirs  are  now  said  to  be  en- 
tittod  to  compensation.  Had  no  statute  of 
fimitatioaa  ever  been  passed,  therefore^  it  was 
aaad  that  General  Hamilton  or  his  heirs  had  no 
daim  on  the  Government;  because  in  accept- 
ing a  seat  in  Oongress,  h^  had  virtually  migned 
his  conmoission  before  the  dose  of  the  war. 
The  case  might  be  a  hard  one ;  but  there  were, 
hundreds  of  cases  at  least  equally  so,  and  cases 
too  in  which  the  sufferers  had  not,  as  General 
Hamilton  had,  subsequentJy  enjoyed  lucrative 
eoqtloyments  .1^  the  favor  q(  ms  country.  It 
was  siud  that  Oongress  ought  to  be  just  before 
they  were  generons.  Bc&re  tiiey  granted  a 
daim  of  this  doubtful  character,  influenced  by 


the  character  or  standing  of  the  individual,  tibey 
diould  relieve  the  impoverished  old  soldieni 
who  daily  begged  of  th^  .£or  a  pittance  of 
bread,  whose  ^  claims  were  •  equally  just  and 
whose  necesaities  were  mnoh  mor&  pr^ng. 

Mr.  BoTD  spoke  in  &vor  of  the  report  of  the 
committee.  Either  the. statute  of  limitations 
was  just  or  it  was  uigust.  If  unjust,,  it  ought 
to  bd  repealed ;  if  just,  Oongress  ought  to  be 
carefol  how  they  made  exceptions  in  favor  of 
particular  claims. 

Messrs.  Jommbir  GnoziSosL  Dawson,  Shev> 
FiET,  Gold,  Kst,  PiTKm<  and  GabdbnibB)  op- 
posed the  report  of  the  committee.  It  was  said 
that  General  Haillkilton's  havins  received  a 
brevet  commission  at  the  close  of  the  war  was 
evidence  of  his  having  been  considered  in  ser- 
vjoe  until  the  end  of  the  war;  for  unless  he 
had,  sueh  a  commission  could  not  have  been 
issued  to  him.  But  a  short  time  before  the 
peace,  he  was  sten  at-tiie  head  of  his  regiment 
gdUMitly  storming  a  redoubt  at  tiie  siege  of 
York,  and  oontriboted  not  a  little  to  the  cap* 
tnre  of  OomwaHis  and  his  army.  By  acCeptiDg 
a  seat  in  OoAgress  he  did  not  resign  his  com- 
ndsrion,  but  held  himself  liable  to  l^  called  into 
service  at  anytime,  if  necessary.  Bat  if  he 
had,  from  the  best  of  motives,  accepted  a  seat 
in  Oongress,  imd  thereby  resignM  his  commis- 
sion, it  was  said  that  his  heirs  ought  not^  there- 
fore, to  be  deprived  of  the  compensation  equit- 
ably due  to  him.'  Oongress  had  extended  the 
hand  of  relief  to.  the  daughters  of  Oount  de 
Grusse,  who  had  no  shadow  of  a  legal  daim ; 
but  their  £ftther  had  assisted  by  sea,  as  General 
Hamilton  did  on  the  land,  at  the  capture  of 
OomwaHis;  they  were  in  this  coontiy  in  dis- 
tress, and  Oongress  had  relieved  them.  Should 
the  same  relief  be  denied  to  the  representadves 
of  a  dtiz^i^  who  had 'served  during  the  war, 
and  whose  legal  daim,  if  barred  at  all,  (except 
by  th^  statute  of  limitations,)  was  only  barred 
by  his  zeal  in  the  service  of  his  country,  which 
prompted  him  to  accept  a  seat  in  Oongress? 
The  statute  of  limitationB,  it  was  said,  was  never 
Intended  to  bar  Oongress  from  discharging  a 
just  daim,  bat  merdv  to  prevent  the  aooount- 
ing  ofKoers  of  the  Ireasury  from  allo\v;ing  all 
the  old,  and  perhaps  fraudolent  daims  which 
might  have  been  tressed  upon  them.  Every 
gentieman  who  spoKC,  dwdt  upon  the  obduracv 
of  heart  and  injustice,  as  it  was  termed,  which 
Qould  refusO*  to  the  daim  of  the  war-worn 
soldier,  the  comoensation  due  to  him  for  his 
assistanoe  in  adnoylng .  the  liberties  <^  hie 
country. 

Before  the  question  was  taken  on  the  r^ort, 
the  committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  ob- 
tmned  leave  to  sit  again. 

And  the  House  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  February  19. 
Bank  of  the  United  States, 
Mr,  MoBTCKnoBT,-  from  the  committee  ap* 
pointed,  on  .the  twenty ^ninth  ultimo,  on  the 
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memoruJ  of  the  Stockholders  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  made  a  report  thereon; 
which  was  read,  and  i^erred  to  a  Oommfittee  of 
the  Whole  to-morrow.  The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  in  proceeding  to  the  oonBideratioQ  of  the  Bald 
petition,  your  committee  instructed  their  chairman  to 
addiess  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  re- 
questing ^'"1  to  furnish  such  information  or  ohsomir- 
taons  as  he  mi^t  thiidE  proper,  in  relation  to  iJM 
subject-matter  thereof,  as  connected  with  the  financial 
and  commercial  interests  of  the  United  States.  In 
reply  to  which,  the  Secretary,  by  his  letter  to  the 
chairman,  referred  your  oommittee  to  his  former  re- 
port on  the  said  sn^eot,  made  to  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  that 
House. 

Your  committee  have  been  attended  by  agents  of 
the  petitionent,  who,  in  addition  to  the  matters  con- 
tained in  the  petition,  have  8Uggested*to  your  com- 
mittee that  this  object  of  the  petitioners  was  to  obtain 
the  renewal  of  the  charter  in  its  present  form ;  that, 
Ibr  this  renewal,  the  bank  is  wiOing  to  make  com- 
pensation, ei&er  by  loans  at  a  rate  of  interest,  or  by 
a  sum  of  money  to  be  agreed  upon,  or  by  an  increase 
of  the  capital  stock,  by  a  number  of  shares  to  be 
taken  and  subscribed  for  by  the  United  States,  to  an 
amount  adequate  to  the  compensation  to  be  agreed 
upon  for  such  renewaL 

These  agento  also  suggested  that  they  were  ftilly 
authorised  and  empowered  to  oflfor  and  conclude  the 
terms  specifically  connected  with  those  propositions. 

Your  comnuttee,  not  feeling  themselves  authorized 
to  enter  into  such  tejrms,  and  judgpng  tiiat  the  ex- 
tent of  those  propositions  would  better  apply  to  the 
details  of  a  bill,  than  to  the  adoption  of  a  principle 
to  be  first  settled  by  the  House,  have,  therefore  for- 
borne to  inquire  into  the  extent  of  the  propostdona, 
and,  without  expressing  an  approbation  or  rejection 
of  these  oflsrs,  or  giving  an  opinion  as  to  the  plan 
and  reasoning  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  your 
oommittee  in  order  that  the  opinion  of  the  House  on 
this  great  national  question  may  be  deolared  previous 
'  to  entering  into  the  details  connected  with  the  sab- 
ject,  recommend  the  following  resolution : 

Aetohedj  That  it  is  proper  to  make  provision  for 
continuing  the  establishment  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  with  offices  of  discount  and  deposit, 
under  the  regulations  mcessary  for  the  beneficial 
administration  of  the  national  finances,  during  such 
time,  and  on  such  conditions,  as  may  be  defined  by  law. 


WXD5B8DAT,  Feh.  28. 
Amey  liardin, 
Mr.  Gholsok,  from  the  oommittee  appointed 
on  the  seventh  of  December  last,  on  the  petition 
of  Amey  Dardin,  made  a  report  thereon ;  which 
WHS  read,  and  referred  to  a  Oommittee  of  the 
whole  Honse  on  Friday  next. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  the  petitiener  claims  compensation  for  a  stod- 
horse,  known  by  the  name  of  Romulus,  taken  from  her 
husband,  David  Dardin,  in  the  year  1781,  fbr  dieuse 
of  the  army  of  the  United  States.  It  appears  that  the 
said  horse  was  impressed  firom  David  Dardin  for  the 
public  service  by  Lieutenant  Rudder,  a  Continental 
officer,  on  the  26th  of  February,  in  the  year  aforesaid, 
and  was  then  valued  at  the  sura  of  £750  specie,  llie 
boEse  was  taken  to  the  army  in  North  Garolira^  then 


commanded  by  General  Greene,  who,  ii^on  head 
of  the  valuation,  ordered  the  said  hotae  to  be  vain 
again,  which  valuation  was  stiU  higher  than  the  first ; 
whereupon  General  Greene  ordered  the  hone  to  be 
returned  to  his  former  owner,  who  caDed  upon  three 
persons  to  ascertain  the  damages  sustained  by  the 
use  of  his  horse,  and  they  estimated  the  damages  at 
£100.  The  said  Dardin  then  received  the  horse  aa 
his  property,  and  continued  to  use  him  as  such  nntQ 
the  18th  July,  1781,  when  another  Continental  offi- 
cer again  took  the  home  and  gave  a  receipt  for  him, 
wherem  the  sum  of  £750  is  mentioned  as  having  been 
before  steted  as  the  appraised  value.  This  prooednra 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  Executive  of  Yiigfaday 
and  in  December,  1762,  Benjamm  Harrison,  than 
Governor,  made  a  representation  to  General  Greene 
respecting  this  sulgect;  but  the  hone  beiiig  by  this 
time  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  applied  to  the  pub- 
lie  servioe,  was  continued  therein,  finally  disposed  <£, 
and  never  thereafter  returned  to  the  said  owner.  It 
also  appears  that  this  claim  o£  Dardm  was  referred  to 
the  Yixginia  Assembly  in  1782  by  the  court  of  Meck- 
linburg  county ;  and,  in  a  former  report  it  is  stated, 
and  believed  to  be  tzue,  that  Dardin  aoeordin|^  pe- 
titioned the  Legislature  (tf  that  State ;  bat  his  daim 
t>eing  considered  as  ooming  more  properly  against 
the  Union  than  against  any  particular  State,  he 
did  not  succeed.  He,  or  the  present  petitioner, 
was  th^  advised  that  redress  might  be  obtained 
against  tiie  officers  who  took  the  horse,  and  a  snit  was 
mstituted  m  the  High  Court  of  Chanoery  of  Virgiina 
for  that  purpose,  wliich  suit  was  depending  tfaerein 
until  the  month  of  June  1798,  when  it  appoars  to  haw 
been  abandoned  and  was  dismisssed.  With  the  ex- 
oeption  of  the  fact  which  the  oonunitlee  have  ex- 
tracted from  a  former  report  in  this  case,  that  this 
claim  was  once  presented  to  and  rejected  1^  the  Vir- 
ginia Legislature,  (which  is  deemed  a  circumstanoe 
of  no  particular  importance,)  all  the  foregoing  state- 
ment is  supported  by  written  documents^  whikh.  9^ 
pear  to  be  genuine  and  authentia 

On  the  merite  of  this  claim,  your  oommittee  oon- 
sider  it  almost  superfluous  to  comment  The  focta 
are  conclusive  in  its  favor,  and  no  obstacle  to  ite  dia- 
chaige  can  be  conceived,  except  the  lapse  of  time  on 
this  subject  The  committee  beg  leave  to  state,  thai 
on  the  23d  July,  1787,  Congreai  passed  a  reaolatioa 
providing  that  all  persons  having  unliquidated  claiDBa 
against  the  United  States  shall  exhibit  a  partacn- 
Ifur  abstract  thereof  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Tkea*- 
ury  of  the  United  States  within  one  year.  This 
was  the  first  limitation  that  was  adopted  in 
to  any  class  of  claims,  exoept  those  for  peiMoal  i 
vices,  n/hich  had  been  barred  by  the  resolution  of  2d 
November,  1785.  The  committee  are  of  opinloa 
that  this  claim  was  not  induded  in  the  resolution  of 
28d  July,  1787,  because  that  resolution  mentioiis  only 
unliquidated  claims  ;  and  the  present  daim  waa  al- 
ways liquidated  and  certaia  The  oertificato  graatod 
by  the  Continental  officer  states  the  appraiseraeBt-of 
the  horse,  made  pursuant  to  the  usage  of  the  army, 
at  the  specific  sum  of  £750  specie. 

The  next  limitation  to  claims  affunst  the  United 
States,  and  which  it  is  believed  oy  the  committee 
embraces  the  claim  of  the  petitioner,  is  contained  in 
tiie  act  of  the  12th  February,  1793,  which  took  elKct 
on  tiie  Ist  of  May,  1794.  On  the  28tii  of  Februaiy, 
1794,  the  petitioner,  instead  of  presenting  her  daim 
to  the  Treasury,  according  to  the  requisitioB  of  tiie 
statote  of  the  12th  of  February,  1793,  preeenled  it  to 
Congress,  who  took  ct^gnisanoe  of  it,  and  ordered  It 
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t»  lie  on  tiior  table.  Her  petitioii,  and  the  only  doc- 
umenta  on  which  she  could  haTe  sncceeded  at  the 
TreMiury,  irare  retained  in  the  posaeasioa  of  the 
Hooie  of  RepresentatiTes  nntil,  and  for  some  time 
after,  tiie  statute  of  limitations  h^gan  to  operate. 
Yoor  committee  have  no  hesitation  in  hasarding  the 
opinion  that  in  a  case  like  this,  between  A  and  B,  be- 
fore an  intelligent  and  npright,  and  equitable  jndge, 
iStiB  claim  would  be  most  nndonbtedly  sanctioned,  as 
not  oonung  within  the  spirit,  although  it  may  fall 
within  the  strict  letter  of  the  aet  of  Hmitation. 

Placing^  howcTor,  this  question  oat  of  view,  the 
eommittee  are  still  of  opinion  that  the  daim  of  the 
petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed.  They  believe  that 
when  a  claim,  founded  in  a  fair  consideration,  and 
gnppcnrted  by  indiqpntable  evidence,  is  presented  for 
payment,  a  proper  self-respect  on  the  put  of  the  Gov- 
emment,  as  wdl  aa  justice  to  the  claimant,  requires 
its  discluage.  They  therefore  submit  the  following 
reaofaitioa: 

Ruoived,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  on^^t 
to  be  granted. 

Fbidat,  Kardi  2. 
Mr$.  HamiltcnU  Claim. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Oommittee 
<^  ^e  Whole  on  the  following  resolution  re- 
ported by  tiie  Oomnuttee  of  Olaims  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Elizabeth  Hamilton: 

Boohed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  he  granted. 

Messrs.  Nelson  and  Tatlob  opposed,  and 
Messrs.  Boor,  Botd,  and  Montgomsbt,  sap- 
ported  the  report— each  at  considerable  extent. 

At  length  the  question  was  taken  in  com- 
mittee, and  the  report  disagreed  to,  60  to  62. 
The  oommittee  rose,  and  reported  their  dis- 
agreement. 

The  House  concurred  with  the  Oommittee 
(tf  the  Whole  in  their  disagreement— yeas  62, 
nays  58. 

After  some  conversation  as  to  the  proper 
oouTse  now  to  be  pursued, 

Mr.  Gholson  moved  that  the  Oommittee  of 
Gbims  be  instructed  to  report  a  bill,  pursuant 
to  the  prayer  of  Elizabeth  Hamflton. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  by  yeas  and  nays — 
51  to  46. 


Feidat,  March  9. 

The  bijl  sent  from  the  Senate^  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Oharles  Minme,"  was  read 
twice^  and  committed  to  the  Oommittee  of 
Chums* 

Torpedoes, 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '*  An  act 
makisg  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  trying 
tbfrpractu»l  use  of  the  torpedo,  or  submarine 
ezploraon,''  was  read  the  first  time. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Liyxbuobb,  that 
the  bill  be  r^ected ;  and  the  question  being 
taken  thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive—yeas 27,  nays  76w   . 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  second  time,  and 
committed  to  a  Oommittee*  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next. 


MoNBiLT,  March  12. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Virginia,  Johh 
Bandolph,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
House. 

Wednesday,  March  14w 
Claim  for  Indian  Depredations, 

Mr.  WiTHBBSFOON,  from  the  committee  ap- 
p|ointed  on  the  fourteenth  ultimo,  on  the.  peti- 
tion of  Alexander  Scott,  made  a  report  thereon, 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Oommittee 
of  the  Whole  on  Friday  next.  The  report  is  as 
follows : 

That  hi  the  month  of  Febmary,  1794,  William 
Scott,  James  Pettigrew,  and  John  Pettigrew,  of  Sonth 
Carolina,  left  that  State,  with  a  view  of  establishing 
themselves  in  the  present  Mississippi  Territory,  and 
took  with  them  twenty-one  negro  slaves,  with  goods 
and  chattels  to  the  value  of  more  than  one  thousand 
dollars ;  that  they  proceeded  in  safety  on  their  jour- 
ney as  far  as  the  Muscle  Shoals,  on  the  river  Ten- 
nessee, where  they  were  attacked,  about  the  9th  of 
June,  1794,  by  a  party  of  Cherokee  Indians,  who 
put  to  death  iSl  the  white  people  of  the  family,  and 
took  possession  of  and  carried  away  the  negroes  and 
other  property.  It  appears,  also,  to  yoor  committee, 
that  repeated  endeavors  have  been  made,  at  very 
great  expense,  to  recover  the  aforesaid  property, 
without  any  otiier  success  than  the  recovezy  of  a  negro 
child ;  and  that  the  persons  legally  entitied  to  tiie 
said  property  are  forever  foreclosed  from  any  remedy 
by  iniieh  to  recover  the  same,  in  consequence  of  tiie 
stipulations  of  the  ninth  article  of  a  treaty  made  with 
the  Cherokee  Indians  on  the  2d  day  of  October,  1798, 
which  article  is  in  the  following  words :  *<  It  is  mu- 
tually agreed  between  the  parties  that  the  horses 
stolen,  and  not  returned  within  ninety  days,  shall  be 
paid  for  at  the  rate  of  sixty  dollars  each.  If  stolen 
by  a  white  man,  citisen  of  the  United  States,  the  lu- 
^an  proprietor  shall  be  paid  in  cash  ;  and  if  stolen 
by  an  Indian  firom  a  citizen,  to  be  deducted,  as  ex- 
pressed in  the  fourth  article  of  the  Treaty-  of  Phila- 
delphia. This  article  shall  have  retrospect  to  the 
commencement  of  the  first  conferences  at  this  place 
in  the  present  year,  and  no  further.  And  all  animos- 
ities, aggressions,  thefts,  and  plunderings,  prior  to 
that  day,  shall  cease,  and  be  no  longer  remembered  or 
demandcid  on  either  side."  By  the  above-recited  ar- 
ticle, the  petitioners  are  wholly  deprived  of  redress  in 
the  premises.  If  there  existed  any  tribunal  of  jus- 
tice before  whom  the  case  could  be  brought,  the  r^t 
of  the  petitioners  to  the  said  negro  slaves  and  their 
increase  would  doubtless  be  established.  But  there 
is  no  conrt  within  the  United  States  having  cogni- 
zance of  an  action  for  the  recovery  of  property  held 
within  the  Indian  boundary.  Neither  is  it  in  the 
power  of  the  petitioners  to  avail  themselves  of  force 
or  stratagem,  whereby  to  regain  possession  of  the 
aforesaid  slaves  and  their  increase,  because  they 
would  be  liable  to  punishment  for  a  violation  of  the 
statute  of  the  United  States  regulating  intercourse 
with  the  Indian  tribes.  From  these  premises,  it  ap- 
peared to  your  committee  that  the  petitioners  have 
an  undoubted  right  to  the  above-mentioned  slaves 
and  their  indhease,  and  that  they  have  been  depriv- 
ed of  all  remedy  for  their  recovery  by  the  acts  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  ;  that  the  vol- 
untary nuiunciation  of  their  rights  by  the  Govern- 
ment gives  to  the  petitioners  a  fair  daim  on  the 
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Govemment  for.  indemniBcatioiL  Your  cammittee, 
tberefora,  midec  an  impreesion  that  thfr  afixreaaid 
•layeft  Voold  be  deUvered  to  .the  age^i  of  Uie  United 
States  for  Indian  Affain  among  the  Cherokee  In- 
dians upon  conditions  more  faTorable  to  the  Unit^ 
States  ^an  a  fall  remuneration  of  their  value  to  the 
.  petitioners,  respecttully  submit  the  folbwing  reaoln-* 
tion:  •  ■  ' 

Betolved,  that  th^  ^irayer  of  the  petitioner  is  rea* 
iOAable,  And  that  Ae  President  of  the  Uhited  States 
be  authorized  and  requested,  to  treaty  bj  such  oom- 
missioner  aa  he  shall  appoint^  for.  -the  deliveiy  to  the 
rightful  owners  of  the  slaves  and  tiieir  increase  taken 
from  William  Scott^  James  P'ettigrew,  and  John 
Pettigrew,  on  or  about  the  9th  of  June,  1794,  by  a 
party  of  the  Cherpkee  nation  of  Indians,  at  or  near 
the  Muscle  Shoals,  on  the  riVier  Tennessee,  upon  such 
equitable  oonditioBs  as  £o  him  shall  appe^  just  ^nd 
reasonabl&u 


Fbxdat,  March  16. 
Mrs,  Eamilton^s  Cladm. 

The  Hoiue  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  gd.  the  bill  (or  the  relief  of  Eliza- 
beth Hamilton. 

Me^BTB.  Smilib,  Boot^  W.  AuBTok,  Bjiook, 
Ka-oov,  Gla.t,  and  Botd,  opposed  the  bill,  and 
Meesra.  Johkboh,  Sbkvfit,  and  Kelbon,  sap- 
ported  it 

The  committee  ro«e  ab6Tit  four  o'clodc,  and 
reported  the  bill. 

Mr.  MAtiQN  moved  to  amend  the  said  bill  by 
striking  out  the  following  words:  ^^five  years^' 
fnll  pay  foir  the  service  of  her.  said  deceased 
husband  as  a  lieutenant  Oolonel  in  the  R.evoIa- 
tionary  war,  which  five  years^  fhU  pay  }^'  the 
oommutation.pf  hie  half-pay  for  life;^'  for  the 
pnrposb  of  insertmg,  ^^whatever  may  be  due  to 
her  for  hie  services  as.an  officer  during  tihelUy- 
ohitionary  war.'V 

Mr.  GHOLBOQsr  called  for  a  division  of  the 
qnestiDn. 

And  the  motion  to  striie  out  was  negatiyed, 
yeas  57,  nays  54. 

Mr.  W.  Alstow  moved  to  ^end  the  bill  by 
adding  the  following  proviso : 

^'Provided^  That  it  shall  be  made  to  appetor,  to  the 
satitfaction  of  Ihe  accounting  offioenof  the  Treasuiy 
Dj^M^rtment)  that  the  said  ijezander  Gamilton  ever 
was  entitled  to  half  pay  or  commutation.'** 

The  question  on  Mr.  Ajjston'b  amendment 
waa  decided  in  the  negative—yeas  56,  nayv 
56. 

And  on  motion,  the  Eouse  then  a^ounied; 
about  five  o'clock. 


Satusdat,  March  17« 
Amey  JDardin^i  Claim.  •     • 

The  bUl  for  the  relief  of  Amey  Dardiii  wa^ 
read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Stahtobd  moved  to  reconunit.the  bill  to 
obtain  a  more  particular  -  report-  on  the  daim 
than  had  been  made.    Motion  negatived. 

The  passage  of  the  bill-w^a  (4^>o8ed  by  Meaars. 
Maoev,  Bacoit,  Fmkman,  and  Bhasfomd^  and 


advocated  by  Meaare.  Ghoiaos;  Bmiub,  W.  Ai/* 
BTOir,  and  BnnnrxT. 

[It  was  opposed  on  three  groonds — the  main 
objection  being  that  it  opened  the  statute  of 
limitations ;  2,  that  the  daim  ought  not  to  be 
allowed,  because  the  horse;  for  whidi  compen- 
sation  was  asl^ed,  might  have  been  reckimed  if 
the  deceased  Mr.  Du^in  had  choaen  to  have 
reived  it;  8,  that  interest  ought  not  to  be  al- 
lowed on  Ihe  sum  at  which  the  horse  waa  val- 
ned.]  X 

The  biU  w^aa  pasBed— yeaa  83,  nay  a  24. 

Mn.  MamilUm^s  Claim. 

The  oonsideration  of  the  bill  for  the  refiaf  of 
Mrs.  Hamilton  was  called  for,  ' 

Hr.  Wtsh  moved  to  adjourn.    For  it,  28. 

Mr.  Boot  moved  to  pos^ne  tile  fiorther  con- 
sideration of  it  till  Friday  next  Negatived^  57 
to  43. 

Mr.  Boot  opposed  the  bill  at  lengfii,  and  Mr. 
YiBK  replied. 

The  question  ^  Shall  the  biH  be  aigroeaed  for 
a  third  reading? "  waa  then  taken  and  carried, 
by  yeaa  and  nays. 

On  tiie  questiota,  when  tl^  bill  ahould  be  read 
a  third  time,  Mr.  K007  named  Friday,  and  Mr. 
I^BLSON  to-day. 

For  Friday  44— For  Monday  60. 

To-day  was  fixed  as  the  day;  and  a  motion 
was  made-  by  Mr.  T.  Moobb  to  adjourn.  Lost, 
68  to  60. 

'The  bill  was  read  a  third  fiine  and  passed,  6t 
to  68,  the  vote^  being  precisely  the  same  as 
those  last  taken,  except  that  Mr.  B.  Bbowv  waa 
absent  on  this  vote.  ' 


MoHDAT,  March  26. 
Torpido  JSxperiment 

The  bill  staking  an  appropriation  for  the  pnr> 
poae  of  making  an  eitperiment  on  the  practical 
use  of  the  torpedo,  .or  submarine  explosion,  was 
taken  op.  • 

Mjfc  Daka  said  that  the  question  now  before 
the  House  4id  not  relate  to  any  deg^ree  of  repn- 
tation  which  any  individual  might  claim  for  any 
invention,  nor  to  any  interest  he  might  have  in 
any  discovery  he  had  made.  The  question  was, 
whether  this  proposition  now  appeared  befbre 
the  House  unddr  sodi  circumstaiu^  that  they 
should  st^  out  of  the  ordinary  course  pf  en- 
couragement, given  bv  law  to  inventors,  to  pro- 
vide w  means  of  making  an  experiment  at  the 
public  expense.  This,  Mr,  D.  said,  was  tba 
simple  inquiry  to  be  made;  and,  however  emi- 
nent or  dJBtinffniahed  in  the  walks  o[  sdenae,.  or 
however  irradiated  by  the  splendor  of  genivs, 
it  belonged  to.no  individiud  to  demand  of  tiie 
Legislature  that  they  should  adopt  any  system 
previoi^  to  its  utility  being  ascertained.  No 
mdividual  could  arrogate  it  to  himself;  and, 
when  any  individual  pressed  himeelf  up^  the 
Legislature,  it  was  a  question  whether  thiaex- 
|>eriment  was  worthy  to  be  made ;  -whether  the 
mventioR  promised  any  poatible  good  woithy 
of  thia  experiment 
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Mr.  D;  said  lie  had  no  vish  to  detain  tbo 
HooM,  Imt  he  had  reallj  doubted^  for  himself, 
vhethor,  vith  the  views  he  entertained  on' this 
asbjoet,  it  waa  oompadfole  in&  the  respeoi  due- 
to  the  Honae  t^  withhold  some  of  the  >8enti- 
ments  wfaioh  oocurred  to  him  in  opposition  to 
tbii»  bill.  'In  evory  instance  in  which  a  snm  -of 
money  had  heretofore  beeA  appropriated  to  en- 
eonrage  inventions^  it  had  been  for  some  objeet 
admitted  to  be  of  valne,  for  soinieth\pg  intended 
to  be  of  ose,  and  which,  prior  to  making  the 
appropriation  in  relation  to-it^  had  been,,  in  a 
degree,  examined.  This,  however,  was  a  tUog 
which,  on  the  fiaoe  of  it,  appropriated  a  sum  of 
money  fbr  the  purpose  of  making  experiments 
to  aaeertain  the  nae  of  the  invention.  It  Was 
therefore,  perhaps,  the  first  appropriation  of  ^e 
kind  ever  propoeed. 

Mr.  D.  said  he  did  nbt  perceive  that  any  ex- 
-pmrneot  cpi^ld  be  made,  in  time  of  peace,  t6 
aaoertaui  tbis  thing,  ao-as  to  ^tedde  the  qnestion 
of  the  praotioal  use  of  the  torpedo;  for,  with 
respect  to  eveiy  qnestion  stated  in  the  publica- 
tion laid  on  the  table,  with  respect  to  any  prin^ 
elple  which  tiie  inventor  proposed  to  establish 
by  any  specific  experiment,  with  respect  to  any 
qneatSoh  which  related  to  natural  agents  or  their 
phyacal  effect,  he  thought  it  proper  to  adinit 
the  whole. 

In  the  first  place,  Mr.  D.  said  that  he  admit- 
ted that  the  exploave  force  of  gunpowder,  placed 
a£  tfie  keel,  might  destroy  any  diip.  Another 
thing  he  would  admit,  that  a  person  might  de- 
posit powder  in  a  metallic  case,  which  ^ouM 
ronain  underwater;  that  the  case  might  be 
made  water-tight,  and  that  the  clock-work  con- 
tained in  it  might  be  put  in  motion.  He  woidd 
admit,  also,  that  HSb  machine  might  be  balanced 
ao  thiA  its  gravity  should  be  ^nearly  equal  to  tiiat 
of  the  water;  that  the  action  of  the  ousr^t  or 
tide  might -bear  such  a  magazine,  so  apedfi- 
cailly  apportioned,  beneath  t£e  bottom  x>f  ^le 
■yoaiBL 

But,  when  all  lliese'  things  were  admitted, 
Mr.  Dana  said  that  he-  did  not  perceive  that 
BDj  one  point  was  gained  as  re^fpected  the  oV 
Ject  of  the  experiment,  for  it  must  be  consider- 
ed &at  all  this  experim»t  could  only  go  to  de- 
cide the  adion  of  natural  physical  powers, 
where  the  efforts  of  genius 'W.ere  not  com- 
bined.  - 

As  xwpeets  the  whde  of  Ute  thing  itad^  as. 
tei»  I  nnderstuid  it,  I  perceive  nothing  new 
ia  it.  I  do  not  conceive  that,  on  this  snWeet, 
there  is  any  thing  very  novel  in  point  of  pnnei- 
ple.  There  may  be  something  in  the  mbd^ca- 
tionof  it;  but,  ad  respecte  l^emain  principle, 
tiMve  ia  nothing  new.  The  idei^  was  started 
during  the  war  of  the  American  Revolution,  anfd 
Tsrioua  experimenta  were  made  on  it.  The 
Oommander-in-Ohief  of  &e  Army  of  the  United 
States,  at  that  time,  was  not^  as  I  have  nnder- 
atood,  impressed  himself  with  much  confidence 
In  ther  experiment.'  But*  a  gentlemMi  of  his 
fuBSljy  and  an  cificer '  of  his  army.  Who  had 
confidence  in  it,  made  the  e^Ep^^ment; 


and,  ultimately,  tihe  a^^eriment  waa  pretty  much 
given  up. 

As  he  did  not  spetk  at  random,  Mr,  D.  asked 
leave  to  caH  the  attention  of  the  House- to  the 
principlea  of  the  invention  of  David  BushneU, 
of  Qonnectioutk  [Mt.  D.  he^e  read,  from  tiie 
Fhudsophicai  TroMoctiom^  an  accouni  of  a 
machine  invented  by  Mr.  Bushnell,  in  many 
respects  simflar  to  that  invented  by  Mr.  Ful- 
ton.J  . 

The  prinoitMil  difference  between  these  two 
inventions,  Mr.  D,  said,  appeared  to  be  in  the 
mode  of  eonveying  the  machine  to  the  keel  of 
,  the  shipw  The  plan  of  Mr.  Fulton  was,  instead 
of  conveying  it  by  meaais  of  a  diving-boat,  to 
convey  it  by  the  .action  of  the  current  to  the 
place  where  it  was  to  operate.  To  do  this,  ho 
proposed  two  modes.  As  respected  the  firsts 
the  action  of  the  cnraent  on  the  torpedo  placed 
obliqudy,  Mr.  D.  said  he  had  nodoubt  it  was 
the  principle  on  which  the  helonman  steers  his 
ship,  and  the  seaman  manages  his  sails;  the 
principle  on  which  l>oat8  are  made  to  pass  fer- 
ries by  the  oblique  action,  of  the  current.  Aa 
respected  the  second  mode,  the.  use  of  the 
harpoon-gun,  there  waa  no  novelty  in  that  cer- 
tainly. It  had  been  used  in  Europe  in  -the 
wlude  fishery, -where  they  were  not  trained  in 
this  species  of  fishing  ee  as  to  produce  dexteri- 
ty in  throwing  the  harpoon.  Premiums  had 
been  given,  azid  atAenq)te  made  to  discharge  a 
harpoon  from  H  rinff  and  rope  cfttached  to  it,  at 
the  distance  of  ten  fathoms,  which  was  a  great- 
er distance  than  the  most  experienced  and  akll- 
£al  could  strike  with  effect.  • 

The  question  which  Mri  D.  said  he  proposed, 
was,  whether  obstacles  could  not  be  interposed 
by  naval  men.  As  respected  fanog  the  harpocm- 
gun,  he  should  suppose  it  a  want  of  skill  or  at- 
tention in  the  experiment  if  it  failed  to  take  ef- 
fect. That  a  harpoon  might  be  fired  into  a 
vessel;  that  the  torpedo  would  go  under  her, 
a^  that  a  vessel  wMch  could  be  bought  for 
$5,000,  might  be  blown  up  in  thid  way.  he  had 
no  doubt;  but  when  all  this  is  done^  wnat  does 
itaacertaint  Aa  respects  making  a  torpedo, 
any  person  who  is  in  the  neighborhood  of  a 
good  gun  and  locksmith,  and  has  good  powder, 
can  construct  one.  Mr.  t)i  said  he  did  net  see 
^e  necessity  of  spending  this  sum  of  inoney 
rather  for  amusement  than  for  any  thing  else. 
Se  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  i^  because  he 
did  not  perceive  any  one  thing  to  be  learnt 
fi^om  an  experiment.  He  was,  therefore,  against 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Lvoar  aald  that  the  gentieman  tom  Con- 
necticut had  shqwn  .his  own  conviction  of  the 
utility  of  torpedoes,  and  it  would  be  worth 
while  to  give  five  thousand  dollars  to  establish 
jthe  same  conviction  in  others.  If  I  had  the 
twenti^  part  of  the  certainty  on  the  subject 
wldch  that  gentieman  has,  said'Mr.  L.,  i  should 
not  vote  for  the  experiment.  I  have  no  desire^ 
in  voting  for  any  thing  of'  th)s  kind,  to  give  up 
any  otiier  kind  of  defence.  I  know  it  is  all-im*' 
portant  in  ua  to  defend  our  porta  and  harbonL 
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If  it  was  not  for  our  eztensiye  seacoast,  I  fihoold 
not  be  so  extremely  averse  jto  going  to  war«  I 
would  leave  no  means  untried  to  protect  this 
eeacoast.  However  little  the  hope  might  be,  if 
there  was  the  least  thing  to  hang  hope  on,  I 
would  give  $5,000  for  the  experiment.  I  have 
voted  for  the  highest  som  ever  called  for,  for 
the  defence  of  S^ew  York;  but  still,  whea  I 
look  to  the  steeples  of  the  fine  churches,  and  to 
the  banks,  &c.,  of  that  city,  exposed  as  it  is  and 
must  be,  I  am  struck  with  horror.  Notwith- 
standing all  the  exertions  which  have  ever  been 
made  for  them,  they  must  still  be  insecure.  If 
$6,000  would  carry  conviction  as  far  on  the  rest 
of  the  House  as  with  the  gentleman  from  Oon- 
nectiout,  the  money  would  be  well  laid  out  to 
enable  us  to  go  on  with  a  further  experiment 
of  this  plan. 

The  gentleman  from  Ocmnecticut  read  a  long 
history  of  the  torpedo  experiment  made  many 
vears  ago.  I  believe,  ur,  Mr.  Fulton  has  but 
tittle  merit  in  ori^nating  the  thing.  Let  gen- 
tlemen recollect  what  an  alarm  this  thing  miade, 
and  how  uneasy  the  British  were  during  the 
Revolutionary  war,  till  they  thought  they  had 
got  rid  of  these  machines.  I  cannot  forget  the 
alarm  which  they  excited,  and  will  take  the- 
fiberty  to  quote  Uc^kinson  on  ^the  snlject,  who 
was  a  witness  to  the  transaction : 

*<  T  was  Mily  day,  as  poets  say^ 

Jnst  when  the  son  was  rifling, 
A  soldier  stood  on  log  of  wood, 

And  saw  a  sight  soipzisixig. 

"As  in  amaze  he  stood  to  gan, 
The  trutii  ean*t  be  deoiM,  sir,    .     . 

He  qpied  a  soore  of  kega,  or  nM»«, 
Gome  floating  down  the  tide,  sir. 

**  A  sailor,  too,  in  jerkin  bine, 
The  strange  appearance  viewing, 

Fbrst  danm*d  his  eyes,  in  great  snrpiise. 
Then  said — 'some  mischief's  brewing.' 

**  These  kegs  now  hold  the  rebels  bold. 

Packed  up  like  pickled  herring. 
And  they  're  oome  down,  t*  attack  the  town 

In  this  new  way  of  feiTy*ng. 

''The  soldier  flew^-the  sailor  too. 

And,  scared  almost  to  deafli,  sir, 
Wore  ont  their  shoes  to  spread  the  newi^ 

And  ran  mi  otit  of  breadi,  ur. 

"  Now  np  and  down,  thronghont  the  town. 

Most  frantic  scenes  were  acted ; 
And  some  ran  here,  and  some  ran  therep 

Like  men  almost  distracted. 

*<Some  &n  cried,  which  some  deoied, 

But  said  the  earth  had  qnaked ; 
And  girls  and  boys,  with  ludeons  noise^ 

Ran  through  the  town  half  naked."  &c.  &o. 

If  a  parcel  of  kega,  in  those  days,  alarmed 
them  so  much,  what  wiU  Fulton's  torpedoes  do 

BOW? 

Mr.  MoEdc  Bud,  that  what  hsd  Men  from 
the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  had  (grated 
powerfolly  on  his  mind  to  satiafy  him  of  ^e 


propriety  of  the  appropriation.  He  aaya,  ob- 
served Mr.  McK.,  that  ne  has  no  donbt  they 
win  produce  the  desired  effect.  Now,  sir,  when 
I  am  informed,  from  so  respectable  a  source, 'of 
their  effect  when  properly  ptaoed  under  the  shipp 
I  am  induced  to  vote  for  this  appropriation.  If 
one  of  these  machines  in  a  hundred  should  take 
effect,  the  object  would  be  perfectly  gained.  If 
we  could  only  blow  up  one  or  two  in  a  squad- 
ron, we  should  not  hereafter  be  disturbed  by 
British  squadrons  in  our  waters.  I  have  listeo- 
ed  with  great  pleasure  to  the  lecture  of  the  gea- 
tleman  on  pneumatics,  hydrauli<»,  dec.,  for  I 
know  not  where  I  could  have  derived  so  much 
information  as  from  that  gentleman,  and  I  take 
the  opportunity  of  returning  my  thanks  to 
him. 

Mr.  FisK  said  he  was  against  the  biU,  but 
from  different  reasons  than  other  gentlemea 
were.  I  do  believe,  said  he,  that  in  some  oase^ 
the  anchored  torpedoes  may  be  effectual;  bat  I 
do  not  bdieve  that  any  thing  to  result  fit>m  this 
bill  will  be  of  service  to  the  country.  I  do  not 
entertain  any  doubt  that  a  vessel  may  be  bk>wn 
up.  The  explosion  will  take  ^lace,  the  wreck 
will  be  left  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  it  may 
cost  $5,000  to  raise  it,  or  it  may  remain  aa  an 
obstacle  to  the  inva^on  of  the  capital.  If  Con- 
gress are  at  this  time  seriously  to  resort  to  the 
torpedo  system  of  defence,  let  us  do  it  in  a  more 
serious  manner ;  let  us  make  a  respectaUe  pro- 
vision to  purchase  torpedo  munition,  and  craate 
a  torpedo  corps  under  certain  regulations.  We 
have  got  military  and  naval  armaments;  let  ds 
make  a  torpedo  armament.  At  the  same  time, 
it  was  but  justice  to  the  inventor  to  aay,  th^t 
he  considered  the  anchored  torpedo  aa  a  very 
useful  invention.  Mr.  F.  movea  to  reoonunit 
the  bill,  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  ^pro- 
priating  such  a  sum  of  money  as  the  Secretary 
of  .the  Navy  should  deem  adequate  to  the  objeet^ 
for  the  sum  proposed  certainly  was  not. 

Mr.  QniNOT  said  he  agreed  with  the  genUe- 
man  from  New  York  in  his  opposition  to  the 
bill,  because,  if  a  fair  experiment  was  intended, 
the  appropriation  was  totally  insufficient.  Thia 
mommg,  in  a  conversation  with  the  Secretary 
<^  the  Navy,  I  understood  that  this  som  will  not 
enable  a  vessel  to  be  placed  in  that  aitnaticn 
which  will  give  a  fair  experiment.  If  we  pass 
this  bill,  it  will  be  utterly  useless  to  the  pur- 
pose proposed.  If  the  object  be  to  have  gentle- 
men who  never  saw  such  a  thing  gratified  with 
an  explosion,  that  object  will  be  attained,  but 
no  other.  Lst  us  have  an  estimate  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  probable  expense, 
or  the  whole  sum  impropriated  may  be  lo^  ana 
the  law  will  prove  utterly  disgraceful  to  thoee 
who  passed  it. 

Mr.  Holland  said  he  had  undecstood  ttom 
the  torpedo  inventor  himself  that  $6,000  would 
be  amply  sufficient. 

Mr.  Dana  said  he  had  no  belief  that  any  Tea- 
sel could  be  purchased  for  five  thousand  doDan, 
on  which  a  sufficient  experiment  could  be  made^ 
He  oonoeived  that  the  experiment  conld  osiy 
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be  made  in  hostile  operations.  We  are  told 
that  these  torpedoes  wocQd  destroy  the  navj  in 
the  BritifOi  channel  Do  we  doubt  the  in- 
▼eteracy  of  the  French  hatred  of  the  British 
navy  when  it  has  existed  so  many  years  9  If 
this  invention  wonld  o(Hnmand  the  British 
Channel — and  millions  are  bnt  dost  in  the  bal- 
ance for  this  object — to  enable  Bonaparte  to 
strike  at  the  British  soil^  why  has  not  the  in- 
vention been  patrODized  by  France?  It  has 
been  rejected  by  France,  and  rejected  by  Enc- 
land  aftier  an  expense  of  hundreds  of  thousanos 
of  dollars — and  notv  are  we  to  take  it  up?  It 
is  as  a  stationary  resistance  to  be  made  to  a 
naval  force  where  there  are  fortresses  also,  that 
the  torpedo  may  be  made  use  of,  if  they  can  be 
used  at  aU;  where  chains,  or  chevaux-de-frises 
are  made  use  of  it  may  be  made  use  of  as  auxil- 
iary to  other  aias  in  terrifying  the  enemy.  As 
to  setting  these  machines  aftoat,  firing  harpoons 
into  vessels,  calculating  the  chance  of  boats 
getting  away  when  a  single  shot  may  send  them 
to  the  bottom,^  have  no  opinion  of  it  at  all. 

Mr.  Lyon  said  he  would  not  vote  for  recom- 
mitm^it,  not  that  he  had  not  rather  ^at  ten 
thousand  dollars  were  appropriated  than  five 
thonsand;  but  the  House  had  the  Senate's 
opinion  on  that  point  before  them.  He  agreed 
with  gentlemen  entirely,  that  there  never  could 
be  a  complete  experiment  until  time  of  war. 
But  that  was  no  reason  why  we  should  not, 
be&»«  war  came,  be  in  a  fiskir  state  to  try  the 
esroeriment  in  war. 

Mr.  FisK  said  he  had  not  seen  the  experiment 
which  had  been  made  in  New  York,  but  be  had 
conversed  with  hundreds  who  had.  He  had  no 
doubt  but  the  Invention  might  be  usefhl,  but 
how  waa  its  utility  to  be  ascertained,  unless  in 
the  vessel  to  be  attacked,  there  was  a  crew  pre- 
pared to  resist  the  approach  of  the  boats,  or 
prevent  the  operation  of  the  torpedo  ?  The  na- 
tion wonld  be  no  n\ore  convinced  of  their  utility 
after  an  expenditure  of  five  thousand  dollars 
than  they  now  are.  It  is  because  I  have  oon- 
fidenoe  in  the  effect  of  andiored  torpedoes, 
that  I  am  for  recommitting  the  bilL  By  pass- 
ing the  bill  aa  it  is,  we  ahaU  demonstrate  noth- 
ing bnt  the  expenditure  of  money.  I  am  for 
making  an  actual  experiment  on  an  enemy's 
vessel.  To  attack  a  well-manned  frigate,  is  a 
very  different  thing  firom  attacking  an  old  hulk, 
perfectly  at  the  disp<»al  of  the  projectors.  If 
ve  were  to  pass  a  bill  constructing  a  torpedo 
eorpe^  and^  offering  a  bounty  on  every  ship 
Idown  np,  it  would  be  much  better  cidculated 
to  make  an  impression  of  our  seriousness  than 
this  bin. 

Mr.  Talucadob  said,  that  having  been  absent 
from  the  House  at  the  time  this  biU  was  first 
introdnced,  he  knew  not  what  arguments  had 
been  oflfered  in  fi&VQr  of  it  He  said  he  was  sl- 
waya  ready  to  encourage  inventions,  &c.,  but 
when  a  measure  was  jMresented  which  had  no 
novelty  in  it,  he  could  not  be  satisfied  to  give  a 
rilent  vote  on  the  bill  for  encouraging  it. 

My  honorable  colleague  stated  &irly  the  prin- 


dples  01)  which  the  submarine  boat  was  con- 
structed; and  I  beheve,  said  Mr.  T.,  that  there 
b  no  gentleman  in  this  House  who  doubts  the 
power  of  gunpowder,  placed  under  the  bottom 
of  a  vessel,  to  destroy  it.  I  have  seen  it  tried 
during  the  war  in  a  ffreat  variety  of  wavs.  I 
became  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  principle  was 
just ;  the  only  difficulty  was  to  plape  the  maga- 
zine in  such  a  situation  that  it  should  have  Uie 
greatest  possible  effect. 

I  well  recollect  that^  in  1777,  when  Bushnell 
was  called  on  to  make  an  experiment  on  a  Brit- 
ish brig  of  thirty-two  guns,  lying  in  North  river, 
a  detachment  of  troops  was  directed  to  proceed 
down  the  river  to  enable  him  to  make  the  ex- 
periment free  from  interruption.  I  had  the 
honor  to  command  the  detachment,  and  con- 
tinued there  one  month.  The  object  of  the 
troops  under  my  immediate  command  was  to 
keep  off  all  hostue  persons,  whether  of  the  ene- 
my or  persons  unfriendly  to  the -invention,  that 
he  might  have  every  opportunity  to  make  his 
experiment  with  success.  His  object  was  at 
ebb  tide  to  get  into  the  river  a  boat  con- 
structed for  the  purpose,  and  pass  down  the 
river,  and,  if  possible,  nx  his  magazine  of 
powder  to  the  bottom  of  the  enemy's  vessel. 
He  tried  it  over  and  over  again.  Sometimes  he 
would  entirely  miss  the  v^sel ;  sometimes  he 
would  come  so  near  that  he  would  get  intimi- 
dated and  retire  again;  till,  nr,  I  became  so 
heartily  sick  of  the  business,  and  of  that  sort  a( 
duty,  that  I  wished  the  boat  and  men  were 
both  at  the  bottom  of  the  ocean.  I  state  this 
to  show  the  difficulty,  danger,  and  what  I  my- 
self conceive  to  be  the  impossibility  of  pladng 
the  magazine  under  the  vessel.  So  much  for 
this;  and  I  take  Mr.  Fulton's  machine  to  be 
bottomed  precisely  on  the  same  principle,  the 
difference  only  being  in  the  mode  of  apphcation. 

I  have  no  idea  of  laughing  the  subject  out  of 
the  House;  but  how. can  gentlemen  see  the 
least  probability  of  success  in  the  invention? 
Suppose  a  frigate  at  anchor,  and  a  few  boats 
endeavoring  to  harpoon  this  vesseL  Do  gen- 
tlemen suppose  that  boats  can  approach  without 
the  most  imminent  danger?  And.  granting 
that  the  harpoon  strikes,  where  is  all  the  nau- 
tical skill  of  tiie  men  when  they  see  this,  if  they 
do  not  prevent  it  from  taking  effect  buppose 
a  perfectly  sure  shot,  and  that  the  harpoon 
should  be  fastened  in  the  bow,  is  it  possible 
that  the  rope  to  which  the  torpeoo  is  attached 
would  not  be  cut,  and  the  torpedo  left  to  float 
below  perfectiy  harmless  ?  Do  ^tiemen  con- 
sider harpooning  a  vessel  to  be  like  harpooning 
a  whale,  which  has  no  men  on  board  of  it  to 
take  out  the  harpoon  ?  I  cannot  bring  myself 
to  beUeve  it  possible  that  a  crew  on  board  a 
ship  could  see  all  around  her,  and  yet  permit  a 
torpedo  to  be  attached  to  her  and  place  her  in 
such  a  condition  as  to  be  liable  to  be  totally  de- 
stroyed with  every  person  on  board. 

It  does  seem  to  me  that  this  sort  of  philoso- 
phical experiment  ou^t  not  to  be  gone  into  by 
this  House.    If  it  be  neeeaaary  to  employ  any- 
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thing  it  WQtild  be  vastlj  preferable  that  we 
shoidd  not  go  tbrongh  all  this  soleinn  farce  of 
passing  a  laW  for  the  purpose  of  exhibmag  a  isort 
of  plarfid  exjperiment^and  tii^e  is  probably  a. 
day  of  our  time  to  be  devoted  to  it^  whett,  in 
tmtli,  no  solid  'advanti^ges  can  accrue  from  it. 
I  am  unwilling  on  another  ground,  because  the 
thing  itself  would  expose  the  GoTemment  to  a 
sort  of  ridicule.  If  we  pass  this  biU,  and  the 
experiment  be  made ;  if  a  brig  be  bought  for 
this  money  and  totally  destroyed,  there  will  istill 
be  as  much  proof  wanting'to  denionstrate  that 
this  is  an  experiment  on  which  we  can  rely,  as 
there  was  before.  I  am  against  it  on  anotner 
ffround :  that  if  we  trust  to  this  kind  of  doubtr 
fal  defence^  we  shall  get  into  the  habit  of  givii^ 
up  the  more  substantial  defence  of  t^e  country. 
This  is  my  solid  reason  for  Voting  against  liiis 
bill.  Ko  one  ever  yet  found  any  way  oJ  getting 
along  in  solid  defence  but  by  solid  preparation. 
I  should  rather  come  into  honorable  combdt 
than  fight  with  this  underhand  ^xplpcdon,  when 
especiidly  tibere  is  so  much  doubt  in  it.  If  an 
experiment  could  be  made,  however,  without 
fiH  this  solemi£  fiiroe,  I  do  not. know  that  I 
should  have  any  objection  to  it. 

The  motion  for  xecommitment  was  lost— 50 
to  45. 

The  question  on  Ijjhe  passage  of  the  bill  waa 
then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  ,docided  in* 
£he  affirmative^yeas  65,  nays  50.     . 


WtaxNBBDAT,  March  29* 
FirH  Meridian. 
Mr.  Prnmr,  from  the  committee  td  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  25th  of  Januair  last,  the 
memorial  of  Wilti&m  Lambert^ made  the  follow- 
ing report  thereon : 

That  the  memorialist  states  thai,  for  the.piirpoie  of 
laying  a  fotmdaition  for  the  establishm^t  of  a  first 
meiidiAn  for  the  United  States  of  America,  at  the 
seat  .of  Qovemment,  he  has  made  caloolationB'to'de- 
tennine  the  longitiid9  of  the  Capitol,  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  fttrin  Greenwich  Ohservatoiy,  in  £xjgr 
land ;  and  that  he  siibmits  the  same,  together  with 
the  data  and  edements  on  whieh  Jiis  calcmations  are 
made,  to  the  oonrideratioii  and  patronage  of  tiie  Na- 
tional Legislataie.  ' 

The  oommhtee  have  deemed  the  sahjeet  worthy 
the  attention  t)f  Cotagress,  and  wookl,  therefore,  beg 
leave  to  obeerve)  that  the  necessl^  of  the  establish- 
ment of  A  first  meridian,  or  meridian  which  should 
•pass  ihroDgh  some  particular  |^e  on  th»i  globe, 
fiom  which  geographers  ai^  uavigHlors  oonld  oom- 
po^e  Of  jreckon  Jon^jtode,  is  too  obviooa  to  need  elor- 
cidation. 

The  ancient  Greek  geographers  placed  theur  first 
meridian  to  pass  through  one  of  the  iaiands,  which 
wexe  by  them  called  the  Fortunate  Islands,  since 
called  the  Canaries.  Those  islands  were  sitoatad  as 
far  west  as  any  lands  that  had  then  bten  discovered, 
or  were  known  by  ancient  navigators  in  that  part  of 
the  world. 

They  reckoned  their  lon^tade  east,  firom  Heria  or 
Jnnonia,  one  of  these  islands  si^posed  to  be  ^fiie 
present  Island  of  TeinriA. 

The  Arabians,  it  is  said,  fixed  their  fint  meridian 


at  the  most  westerly  part  of  the  continent  of  Afiica. 
In  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  oentories,  n^en  Europe 
yna  emerging  finrn  the  dark  ages,  and  a  spirit  of  cn- 
ierprise  and  discovery  had  arisen  in  the  SoaA  of  K»- 
rope,  and  various  plans  wern  fbrmed,  and  tOtnafiU 
made  to  fin^  a  9sw  route  tathe  East  Indies^  geogra- 
phers, and  navigators  contlnuad  to  cateitlate  loogitode 
fixnn  Ferro,  one  of  the  same  islands,  though  somo  of 
ihem  exten  ded  their  first  meridian  as  iisr  west  as  the 
Asores  or  Western  islands. 

In  more  modem  times,  howevjsr,  most  of  the  Eo- 
ropean  nations,  and  particularly  England  andFraooe^ 
have  established  a  first  meridian  to  pass  ^hrotigh  the 
eajutal,  or  some  place  in  their  respecfeiTe  oountiie^ 
and  to  ^hich  they*  have  lately  adapted  their  eharta 
and  astronomical  tables. 

It  wmdd  peihaps  have  been  fbrtunato  finr  liie 
science  of  geogn^hy  and  Havigatkin,  that  all  -naliona 
had  agreed  upon  a  first  meridian,  from  whieh  afl 
gepgraphera.and'navlgatorB  Aught  have  cakubtod 
lonflitnde  ; '  \iat  as  tliis  has  not  been  done,  and  in  wSL 
probability  never  wfli  take  place,  the  eommiiree  am 
of  opinion  that,  situated  as  we  are  in  this  Wssinan 
hemisphere,  more  than  'three  thousand  miles  from 
any  fixed  or  known  meridian,  it  would  be  prapeo^  in 
a  national  point  of  view,  to  establish  a  first  rrtefidian 
for  ourselves ;  and'  that  measures  should  be  taken 
for  the  eventual  establishment  of  such  a  meridian  in 
the  United  States. 

bi  examining  the  maps  and  charts  of  the  UniftBd 
States,  and  the  particular  BUtea,  or  their  Beacoasts^ 
wMch  have  been  published  in  tfiis  country,  the  com- 
mittee find  that  the  pubUshen  have  assumed  diAr- 
ent  places  ii^  the  United  States,  as  first  meridtana 

This  creates  oonftision,  and  renders  it  diflieolli 
withojit  oonsiderable  calculation,  ^  ascertain  tibe 
relative  situation  of  places  in  this  oonntry,  Thsi 
difficulty  is  also  increaaed,>y  the  circamstanoa  thai, 
in  Louisiana,  our  new^^-aoquired  teiritoiy,  longitude 
hag  heretofore  been  reckoned  from  Paris  the  capital 
of  the  French  Empirei 

The  exact  long^de  of  any  place  in  tiia  United 
States  being  ascertoioed  from  the  meridian  of  tiie  ob- 
servatory at  Greenwich,  in  England,  a  naeridian  with 
wliich  we  liave  been  conversant  it  would  not  be  diffi- 
cult to  adapt  all  our  maps^  chartsi  and  astranomioai 
tables,  to  the  meridian'  of  such  a  place.  And  no 
place,  perhaps,  is  more  proper  than*  tha  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment 

.  It  appean  by  the  paperaaubmittod  to  the  nowsijw 
ation  of  the  cvommittee,  that  Mr.  Lambert  hasxafen- 
lated  the  longitude  oT  tiie  C^dtol  in  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, fi^Mn  the  fioyal  observatoiy  at  Gnenwioh,  by 
one  of  the  most  approved  methods  now  in  ose  for  that 
purpose,  vis :  an  oooultatioii  of  a  known  fixed  star 
by  the  moon.    . 

His  calculations  are  founded  on  an  occaltation  of 
a  pleiadum,  (alcy(me,)  one  of  the  seven  stars,  osi  die 
iv«ht  of  thd  20th  of  Octobei:,  1804.  Bv  these  eal- 
ci£itions  it  appears,  that  tiie  longitude  of  the  Capitol, 


the  oity  of  Washihgton,  as  reduced  aooordiiig  to 
s  true  figure  of  the  earth,  (beiag  that  of  an  ohiafee 


in 

^heroid,)ls76<^5S'6'^  920  degieeo  west  Tha< 
mittee  Iroold  observe,  that  Mr.  Lambert  appean  to 
be  well  acquainted  with  astionomieal'  aaleuialieiii; 
and  that,  so  lar  as  the  ooqpunittea  have  had  time  to 
examine  them,  they  appear  to  be  coRoot  la  # 
qaestiolL  however,  c^  so  much  nicely,  the  oon^ot  d»- 
ctsion  of  which  depends  so  much  on  tiia  aocnracy-of 
the  observations  made,  and  the  goodness  of  the  in- 
strumento  used,  and  when  the  smallest  eiror  tai  tfaa 
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iaJtm  viU  neeeiMttfly  pBodnoe  Mi«rvoiieoiw  rasidt^  ftill 
tAooe  oogfat  noft  to  be  placed  ob  caloolatiaiu  ma^e 
fioB  a  ainsle  obiemitioiu 

indeed,  m  order  to  be  certain  of  a  correct  resQlt^it 
mtpf  be  prober  that  more  than  one  of  the.yarioos 
meihodfl  of  aaeertakun^  longitude  ehonld  he  used ; 
that  calcnlationa  ihonld  be  made  ^m  obaerTationa 
of  the  eclipees  of  Jupiter's  aateDites,  of  solar  eclipses, 
of  the  angnlar  distances  between  the  snn  and  moon, 
or  the  moon  and  a  fixed  star,  or  other  methods,  as 
well  as  from  obaervationa  on  eccnltations  of  "fixed 


The  committee  are,  therefore,  of  opinion  that,  in 
order  to  lay  a  fomdation  for  the  establishment  o/  a 
first  meridian  in  this  Western  hemisphere,  the  IVesi- 
denft  of  the  United  States  ahoidd  be  aitthoHzed  to 
eanaa  Ihe  kmgitode  of  the  dty  of  WashSngton,  hem 
the  ohaerratoiy  at  Greenwich,  in  England,  to  be  as- 
certained irith  the  greatest  possible. degree  of  aoen- 
lacy;  and  that  he  also  be  anthorized,  for  that  pur- 
poee,  to  procme  the  neeessaiy  astronomical  instm- 


Th^,  therefore,  beg  leaye  to  snbmit  to  the  conad- 
eration  of  the  JGtonse,  the  following  reeolntion  ; 

JUmiiwedf  That  it  is  expedient  to  make  provision, 
by  hiw,  axithorizing  the  Preadent  of  the  United  Sti^a 
to  caose.  the  longitude  of  the  city  of  Washingtoov 
from  the  obsoratoiy  at  Greenwich,  hi  England,  to 
be  ascertained  with  ihe  greatest  degree  of  accuracy; 
aaid  also  aothoriaing  him,  for  that  purpose,  to  procure, 
the  Deceasary  aatroifomical  instmment^L 

In  presentiiig  the  above  report^  Hr.  Pitkin 
observeid  that  the  object  of  the  committee  was 
to  have  a  first  meridian  established  for  the 
United  States,  from  which  compntations  t>f  Ion- 
gitade  might  be  generally  made,  that  maps, 
charts,  and  nanti<^  tables,  might  not,  as  here- 
tofore, be  calculated  from  the  observatory  at 
Greenwich,  or  from  the  varying  points  of  Ptila- 
delphia,  Kew  York,  Washington,  or  CSiarleston. 
Mr.  P.  dilated  upon  the  advantages  of  snch  a 
measure.  Congress  would  fix  upon  the  place 
most.proper  for  a  first  mef  idiim ;  and,  perhaps, 
as  Waslungton  was  the  seat  of  Government,  it 
would  be  as  proper  a  place  as  any.  As  the 
longitude  mnst  be  ta!ken  very,  exactly,  various 
instruments  would  be  necessary  for  the  puifpose 
9f  making  astronomical  observations.  As  he 
was  desirous  that  a  bill  should  pass  pn  the  sub- 
ject at  this  session,  he  did  not  move  a  reference 
of  the  report  to  a  Gobmittee  of  the- Whole,  but 
moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table,  to  give  gentle- 
j&en  time  to  consider  it  before  he  asked  a  de- 
oncm.  on  it. 

Hie  report  was  accordingly  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Ebidat,  March  SO. 
BaUu/P6  at  New  OrUam. 

TheHoose  resumed  theeonsideration  of  the 
bin  providing  the  means  to  ascertain  the  Utle  to 
the  nature  near  ISew  Orleans. 

Mr.  Bibb's  motion  yet  under  consideration, 
and  a  cKvision  of  thie  question  being  called  for, 

The.qnestaon  on  str^ing  out  the  sections  of 
the  present  biH  (providing  fdr  a  judicial  ded- 
tftonji  was  taken,  and  carried— yeas  95,  nays  22. 


.  The  quesdon  now  recurred  on  Mr,  Bibb's 
amendment,  to  insert,  in  lieu -of  those  stricken 
eut^  several  new  sections. 

[Mr.  Bibb's  amendment  proposes  that  the 
right  of  the  United  States  shall  be  vested  in  the 
Gorpc^ration .  of  New  Orleans,  so  as  to  enable 
them  to  defend  any  suit  which  may  be  insti- 
tuted, for  the  recovery  of  the  batture,  and  that 
the  batliure  shall  be  used  and  enjoyed  as  a  publio 
highway  and  landing  plsfce,  &c.;  as  well  by 
citizens  of  the  United  States  as  by*  the  i^Jiab- 
itants  of  New  Orleans.] 

This  motion  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  and 
loBt-T-yeas  S6,  nays  84.  •* 

Saturday  March  81. 
The  BaAt$Jur%  at  New  Orleams. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  on  the  bill 
providing  the  means  to  ascertain  the  title  to  the 
pattnre  in  frcmt  of  the  suburb  St.  Mavy,  in  t^ 
city  of  New  Orleans. 

The' question  hatitag  recurred  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Pitkin,  the  said  anlendment  was 
withdrawn  by  the  inover. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  dononrring 
with  the  Gommittee  of  the  Whole  in  th^ 
first  amendment  to  the  said  bill,  and  carried  in 
the  affirmative.    . 

The  queskdn  then  reeurred  on  concurring 
with  the  Gommittee  of  the  Whole  House  in  thek 
second  amendment  to  liie  said  biU,  amended  in 
the  House  to  read  as  follows : 

"Sm  4.  AHd  he  U  further  enacted,  That  Ihe 
President  of  the  United  Statee  be,  and  he  Is  hereby, 
authorised,  at  any  time  within  one  year^  t6  make 
add  execute  snch  oompremlse  -with  die  parties,  or 
any  of  them,  who'  were  removed  from  the  said  bat- 
tore-  on  the  twenty-fifth  di^  of  Janoaiy,  one  thoosand 
eight  hmidred  and  eight,  by  order  oCthe  Pmsident  of 
the  United  States,  aiKl  to  procure  a  cession  of  their 
claimethex^BtO)  or  to  any  part  thereof^  fqi  the  qjm  of 
the  public,,  or  .to  -any  body  t>olitic  or  corporate,  on 
snch  t^ms  as  may  be  agreed  on  with  the  said  par- 
ties, and  deemed  advisable  by  the  President,,  and  to 
stipulate  for  a  compensation,  either  in  money  or 
public  lands,  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  or  its  tezri- 
tones,'  as  he  may  think  proper.? 

Messrs.  Nblsok,  Sku.!!,  Holianp,  and  Bibb, 
opposed  th^  amendment;  and  Messrs.  Shxffxt, 
Key,  and  Lyon,  supported  it  . 

Tbe  question  being  taken,,  it  was  detarmlned 
in  the  negative— yeas  Q2,  nays  55.         .  . 


MoKTOAY,  April  9. 
Apportionment  ^  JSepresmtation. 
Mr;  FisK  said  he  rose  to  offer  a  retolutioD, 
which  he  bad  for  somer  time  wished  to  present 
for  Uie  consideration  of  this  House.  It  is  to  pro- 
vide for  fixing  the  apportionment  of  the  Ile^re- 
sentatives  of  the  several  States  according  to  the 
third  census*  The  last  ratio  was  one  Repre- 
sentative for  eyery  thirty-three  thousand  souls ; 
which  gave  one  hundred  and  forty-two  mem- 
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bers  to  this  Hon8e*-Hi  number  as  large  as  maj  be 
considered  necessary  for  the  despatdi  of  legisla- 
tion, or  to  preserve  the  liberties  of  the  people.  It 
is  estimated  that  the  next  census  will  give  seven 
millions  two  hmidred  thousand  souls,  which, 
according  to  the  present  ratio  of  representation, 
would  give  to  this  House  two  hundred  and 
eighteen  members — a  greater  number  than 
could  be  accommodated  within  these  walls,  and 
a  greater  body  of  men  than  could  progress  with 
the  business  of  the  House. 

After  the  census  shall  be  taken,  the  amount 
in  each  State  ascertained,  and  the  fractional 
numbers  known,  it  will  be  much  more  difficult 
to  fix  the  ratio  than  at  this  time.  I  therefore 
beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  resolution. 
And  as  it  embraces  a  subject  of  great  import- 
ance, I  have  no  objection  that  it  lay  on  the  ta- 
Ue  a  few  days  for  the  oonaderation  of  tiie 
members: 

Jteiohedj  That  the  i^iportionment  of  Repieaeota- 
ttre/i  amongst  the  teverid  States,  aocording  to  the 
thiid  einimeration  of  the  people,  ought  to  he  in  the 
ratio  of  one  Representative .  for  every  fbr^-five  thon- 
sand  persons  in  each  State,  and  that  a  oommittee  be 
appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  accordingly, 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  reeolntion  lie  on 
the  table. 

A  motion  was  also  made  to  postpone  it  for  a 
week. 

Mr.  TiOKMAS  moved  to  postpone  the  Airther 
oonsiderati<Niof  the  resolution  indefinitely.  He 
thought  the  question  could  be  decided  to  much 
greater  advantage  in  the  two  first  months  of  the 
next  session  of  ODUgresa  than  in  the  two  weeks 
remaining  of  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Mlcoir  was  against  inde^nite  postpone- 
ment Every  one,  on  reflection,  must  be  satis- 
fied that  it  would  be  better  td  decide  the  ratio 
of  apportionment  now  than  after  the  result  of 
the  census  was  known.  He  thought  the  reso- 
lution had  better  have  been  in  blank  as  to  the 
ratio.  The  ratio  might  be  settled  either  by  fix- 
ing the  number  of  Representatives  of  -^om  the 
Honse  should  consist  after  the  next  census,  or 
by  fixing  the  number  of  souls  whidi  should  en- 
title a  district  to  a  Representative. 

Mr.  Gk>LD  said,  however  desirable  it  might  be 
at  this  time  to  fix  the  ratio,  he  doubted  very 
mneh  whether  a  decision  would  now  seftle  the 
question.  If  a  law  were  now  to  be  passed,  and 
tiiere  should  be  several  large  fractions  on  any 
given  ratio,  there  would  be  a  strong  disposition 
to  alter  the  ratio  at  the  next  session.  Be 
thought  it  would  be  expedient  also  to  post- 
pone the  apportionment,  because  it  might  be 
affected  by  the  proportion  in  which  the  popu- 
lation of  the  United  States  may  have  increased 
since  the  last  census,  whic^  could  not  be  ascer- 
tained till  after  the  census. 

Mr.  QumcT  said  he  understood  the  object  of 
the  resolution  to  be  to  settie  a  prindple  Wore 
the  facts  were  ascertained.  Now  it  was  his 
opinion  that  the  House  should  know  the  facU 
first  and  settie  the  principle  afterwards.  Sup- 
pose the  principle  to  be  adopted— perh^w  one 


or  two  States  mi^t  beentiUed  to  but  one  Rep- 
resentative, which,  had  the  ratio  been  fixed  at 
forty  thousand,  might  have  been  entitled  to  two. 
This  would  appear  to  operate  ui^urtly.  The 
House  must  uiow  the  fiicts  in  order  nirly  to 
apportion  representation.  The  apportionment 
ought  to  be  made  not  merely  in  relation  to 
population,  but  to  the  weight  of  the  different 
Stat^  in  the  Union— -and  l^ese  considerations 
could  not  have  their  due  weight  till  after  the 
relative  numbers  were  aacertamed. 

Mr.  W.  AxsTpK  was  in  favor  of  deciding  on 
the  subject  at  this  session.  He  had  no  hmr  of 
difficulty  resulting  from  firactions  remaining 
unrepresented.  It  wonld  be  recollected  that  at 
the  last  apportionment,  Delaware  had  a  fraetion 
of  thirty-one  thousand  left,  and  Carolina  twenty- 
nine  thousand.  The  small  States  could  not  ob- 
ject to  the  course  proposed ;  forifthisquesEtion 
was  postponed  till  alter  the  census,  and  a  par^ 
ticular  ratio  should  appear  to  suit  the  retumaof 
the  three  large  States^  they  wonld  support  it 
and  carry  it  too,  notwithstanding  the  large 
fractions  it  might  leave  to  smaUer  States.  A 
disadvantage  would  therefore  result  to  the 
small  States  from  postponement  rather  than 
from  a  decision  now. 

Mr.  FiBK  sud  there  was  one  other  reason  why 
an  apportionment  ^onld  be  made  at  this  session, 
viz :  that  it  would  enable  the  State  Legifllatnree 
at  their  ordinary  winter  sessions  to  ^vide  the 
States  into  districts,  and  not  sul^ect  them  to  the 
necesai^  of  an  extra  session  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  LivBRMORB  was  a^unst  indefinite  poot- 
ponement,  because  he  was  mcUned  to  the  opinion 
that  the  subject  ought  to  be  acted  on  at  this 
session,  but  wished  the  resolution  to  lie  on  the 
table  a  day  or  two.  He  said  he  was  convinced, 
from  his  experience  in  the  manner  of  doing 
business  in  this  House,  that  it  would  take  neaiiy 
the  whole  of  the  next  aession  of  €k>ngre68  to 
make  the  apportionment,  if  it  was  postponed 
till  after  the  census  was  taken.  He  had  rather 
the  resolution  had  been  blank  as  to  the  ratio. 

Mr.  FiBK  modified  his  motion,  so  as  to  leave 
it  blank  as  to  the  ratio. 

Mr.  BuBWELL  thought  that  the  present  waa 
the  proper  time  to  fix  the  proportion ;  beoaose, 
after  tne  respective  numbers  of  each  State  were 
received,  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  the  larger 
States  to  fix  the  ratio  as  they  pleased,  and  at 
present  none  of  the  State  jealousies  could  be 
brought  into  action,  which  would,  when  the 
returns  were  actually  made.  To  get  over  the 
difficulty  siud  to  exist  in  settling  a  nrindple  be- 
fore the  facts  were  known,  it  was  omv  neceosarj 
to  say  that  so  many  members  should  compose 
the  House.  If  the  population  was  smaller  than 
expected,  there  woidd  still  be  the  number 
deemed  proper  to  constitute  the  Honse;  and  if 
it  was  larger  there  would  be  no  great  increase 
of  members,  to  the  detriment  of  public  bnainess. 
Mr.  B.  said  he  was  fully  imnressed  with  Ihe  ne- 
cessity of  acting  on  the  subject  at  the  present 
session.  If  postponed  till  the  result  of  the  oen- 
sna  was  known,  and  the  particular  interest  of 
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each  member  of  the  Honse  became  implicated 
in  the  decision  of  it,  there  would  be  extreme 
difScoltj  in  coming  to  a  decision. 

Mr.  SmuE  sud  he  conld  not  conceive  any  ob- 
jection to  passing  the  resolution  in  its  present 
shape.  In  this  question  there  was  an  inconve- 
nience on  one  side  and  evil  on  the  other.  It 
was  an  inconvenience  that  the  House  could  not 
with  precision  ascertain  the  population  of  the 
United  States;  but,  from  the  increase  in  times 
past,  the  increase  for  the  last  ten  years  might  be 
estimated.  The  evil  of  postponement  on  the 
other  hand  was  great.  Mr.  8.  said  he  had  been 
in  Gongress  when  the  ratio  of  representation 
had  been  settled  heretofore,  and  he  had  never 
seen  a  more  difScult  question — and  it  ended  at 
last  in  a  bargain  between  the  members  of  the 
different  States;  and  from  tliese  bargains  no 
good  could  arise.  He  much  preferred  deciding 
on  the  subject  at  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Khea  of  Tennessee  was  anxious  that  the 
subject  should  lie  on  the  table  a  dav  or  two,  the 
more  especially  as  there  was  such  a  disagree- 
ment of  opinion  as  to  the  operation  of  the 
measure  of  fixing  the  ratio  beforehand.  Coming 
from  a  small  State  himself  he  feared  lest  the 
principle  should  operate  to  the  injury  of  the 
small  States.  He  said  he  had  been  much  sur- 
prised at  the  declaration  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  that  the  question  would  be  de- 
cided eventually  (if  postponed)  by  individual  in- 
terest. If  on  such  a  question  the  House  was  to 
be  governed  by  individual  interests,  what  was 
the  nation  to  expect  from  them  ?  This  suggestion 
was  another  reason  in  his  mind  for  the  resolu- 
tion's lying  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Smius  had  spoken  of  human  nature  as  he 
found  it,  even  in  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
as  well  as  all  others— a  degree  of  self-concern 
always  influenced  individual  conduct.  Who- 
ever had  assisted  at  settling  the  representation 
of  a  State  would  conceive  the  difficulty  of  de- 
ciding these  questions. 

The  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  was 
negatived,  ayes  23.  The  motion  to  postpone 
to  Monday  shared  the  same  fate,  ayes  83.  The 
modon  to  lie  on  the  table  was  carried— 53 
to  41. 


Wedhesdat,  April  11. 
Colonel  Washington, 
Mr.  RA2n>oiFH  said  that  the  House  was  al- 
ready apprised  of  the  death  of  Colonel  William 
Wa^ington,  in  whom  our  country  had  lost  one 
of  her  most  illustrious  sons.  It  is  very  far  from 
my  intention,  sir,  said  he,  by  any  amplification 
of  mine  to  lessen  the  impression  of  that  merit 
which  the  bare  mention  of  his  name  is  calcula- 
ted to  make  on  the  mind  of  every  man  who 
hears  me.  It  is  not  the  least  unequivocal  proof 
of  that  worth  that  it  was  not  extinguished  by 
the  effulgence  of  his  great  kinsman's  glory,  with 
which  it  was  daily  brought  into  comparison. 
The  reputation  which  can  stand  sach  an  ordeal 
aa  thifl,  is  far  beyond  the  praise  or  blame  of  an 
Vol.  IV  —16 


humble  individual  like  me.  I^  to  the  proposi- 
tion which  I  am  about  to  offer,  an  objection 
should  arise  in  the  breast  of  any  man  who  hears 
me  on  the  score  of  the  rank  which  that  gentJe- 
man  bore  in  the  late  American  army,  permit 
me  to  suggest  that  it  is  a  testimony  to  valor  and 
not  to  rank.  It  is  not  a  mere  respect  to  rank 
which  I  wish  the  House  to  pay.  It  is  not  in  rank 
to  add  to  the  infamy  of  an  Arnold,  or  to  the 
glory  of  a  Washington.  I  will,  therefore,  move 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolved  J  That  the  members  of  this  House  do  wear 
crape  on  the  left  arm  dniingthe  remainder  of  the  ses- 
sion, as  a  testimony  of  respect  for  the  memory  of 
WiUlam  Washington,  late  a  lientenant  Colonel  in  the 
Revolutionary  army. 

Mr.  Smilie  said  he  hoped  there  was  no  man 
who  felt  more  respect  or  gratitude  to  those  men 
who  served  their  country  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  than  he  did,  but  this  resolution 
appeared  to  be  improper  on  several  grounds.  I 
agree,  said  Mr.  S.,  with  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  that  rank  should  have  no  effect  on  the 
opinions  of  the  members  of  this  House  on  such 
a  subject  as  this.  But,  is  it  not  singular  that  as 
to  the  many  heroes  who  have  served  us  during 
the  Revolution,  who  have  now  gone  to  their 
long  home,  no  notice  has  been  taken  of  their 
merits  by  us,  nor  any  step  taken  to  confer  upon 
them  the  honor  now  proposed  to  be  conferred 
on  this  officer,  whom  I  acknowledge  to  be  meri- 
torious ?  We  have  seen  a  Greene  die,  and  cer- 
tainly no  man  exceeded  him  in  rank  or  merit, 
the  General-in-chief  excepted.  We  have  seen  a 
Wayne  also  die ;  and  I  do  not  recollect  that  such 
a  tribute  was  proposed  to  any  man  who  served 
us  during  the  Revolution.  Shall  we,  then,  by 
passing  this  resolution,  sanction  an  idea  that 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Washington  was  entitled  to 
more  respect  than  others?  Would  not  the  pas- 
sage of  this  resolution  be  considered  as  an  in- 
direct censure  on  the  other  Revolutionary  char- 
acters who  have  gone  from  us  9  When  the  other 
heroes  fall  that  are  still  existing,  we  must,  if 
we  pass  this  resolution,  pay  the  same  respect  to 
their  merits^  or  suppose  them  to  have  been  in- 
ferior. %This  would  introduce  into  the  Legisla- 
ture invidious  comparisons,  and,  Instead  of  legis- 
lating, we  shall  be  sitting  as  judges  upon  char- 
acter. In  every  respect,  I  think  the  resolution 
objectionable. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  resolution 
without  further  debate,  and  passed  in  the  nega- 
tive— yeas  30. 


Thttbsdat,  April  13. 

The  Convoy  System, 
Mr.  Efpbs  said  that,  some  time  ago,  a  bill  had 
been  reported  by  him  to  the  House,  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  employ 
the  public  armed  vessels  to  convoy  the  lawful 
commerce  of  the  United  States.  The  motion  to 
adjourn,  which  had  been  agreed  to,  would  leave 
but  a  small  portion  of  the  time  of  the  House  for 
the  discussion  of  the  several  subjects  before 
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them.  Ab  he  was  compelled  bj  ill  health  to 
leave  the  city  at  an  earljr  day,  having  already 
obtained  leave  of  abeeace,  he  was  anxious  to 
obtain  a  vote  on  this  before  he  departed,  and 
therefore  asked  to  discharge  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  from  the  farther  consideration  of 
the  bill,  in  order  to  take  the  sense  of  the  House 
whether  it  should  go  to  a  third  reading  or  lie 
on  the  table  for  the  present. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Macon, 
Taylob,  Pickman,  Randolph,  Livermobb,  and 
Wilson,  on  the  ground  of  its  being  out  of  the 
usual  ix>urse  of  proceedings ;  and  it  was  objected 
to  the  more  especially  as  this  was  a  subject  in- 
volving very  important  principle^  and  one 
which,  of  all  others,  ought  to  be  discussed  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Eppbs  expressed  his  willingness  to  take 
a  silent  vote  on  the  subjecl^  and  thought  a  vote 
might  be  obtained  on  the  bill  without  much  de- 
bate. 

Mr.  Johnson  expressed  great  anxiety  to  vote 
on  the  bill 

Mr.  LivEBMOBE  Intimated  that  he  was  strong- 
ly against  the  bill,  and,  if  it  took  every  hour  in 
the  session,  he  was  determined  to  expose  what 
he  believed  to  be  its  injurious  features. 

On  the  question,  Mr.  Eppbs'  motion  was  neg- 
atived— ^yeas  50,  nays  61,  as  follows : 

Y«AS.— Willi«  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Eze- 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown, 
Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Bnrwell,  William  Butler, 
Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  How- 
ell Cobl^  James  Cox,  William  Crawford,  John  Daw- 
lion,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findlay, 
Meshaok  Franklin,  David  S.  Garland,  Thomas  Ghol- 
son,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  James  Holland,  Bei^amin 
Howard,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter 
Jones,  Aaron  Lyie,  Samuel  McKee,  Nicholas  R. 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford, 
Roger  NeUon,  John  Porter,  John  Roane,  Erastus 
Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer 
Seaver,  Adam  Seyl^rt,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt, 
George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Robert 
Weakley,  Robert  Whitehall,  Robert  Witherspoon,  and 
Richard  Wynn. 

Nays.— William  W.  Bibb,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  James 
Sreckenridge,  William  Chamberlin,  Epaphroditns 
Champion,  James  Cochran,  Richard  Cutta,  John  Da- 
venport, junior,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Jona- 
than Fisk,  Baizillai  Gannett,  Thos.  R.  Gold,  William 
Sale,  Daniel  Heister,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard 
-Jackson,  jr.,  Robert  Jenkins,  William  Kennedy,  Her- 
man Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Edward  St 
liOe  Livermore,  Matthew  Ljron,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Robt.  Marion,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBiyde, 
Pleasant  M  Miller,  William  Milnor,  Thomas  Moore, 
Jonathan  0.  Moeely,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pick- 
man,  jua,  Timothy  Pitkm,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
Josiah  Qiunc^,  John  Randolph,  John  Reaof  Pennsyl- 
vania, John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards, 
Daniel  SbeiFey,  John  Smilie,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard 
Stanford,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Jacob 
JSwoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  Taylor,  John  Thomp- 
son, Uri  Tracy,  Geoige  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner, 
jr.,  Jabes  Upham,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald 
Van  Home,  JOllian  E.  Van  Rensseker,  Laban  Whea- 
Um^  Esekifll  Whitman,  and  James  Wilson. 


FmoAT,  April  13. 
Colonel  WatikingUm. 

Mr.  QniNOT  rose  to  move  a  resolution.  He 
said  he  very  deeply  regretted  the  situation  in 
which  this  House  had  been  placed  in  relation  to 
the  memory  of  that  distinguished  officer  of  the 
Revolution,  General  William  Washington,  in 
consequence  of  the  resolution  moved  on  the  1  Itii 
instant.  He  thought  that  the  impression  exhib- 
ited .on  the  journals  was  not  such  as  either  did 
justice  to  that  individual  or  to  the  feelings  of 
every  member  of  the  House.  He  hoped  that  to 
the  resolution  which  he  was  about  to  offer,  and 
which  had  for  its  object  an  explanation  of  the 
grounds  on  which  he  knew  a  majority  of  the 
House  had  voted,  would  not  find  an  objection. 
It  would  take  away  the  appearance  that  this 
House  had  not  that  deep  sense  of  the  merits  and 
services  of  that  officer  which  he  knew  they  pos- 
sessed.   He  then  read  the  following  resolution : 

Ruolvtd,  That  the  House  of  Representatives  are 
deeply  sensible  of  the  loss  this  nation  has  sustained 
m  the  death  of  General  William  Wasbmgtoo,  lata 
Lieutenant-Colonel  in  the  Army  of  the  Revolntioo, 
and  that  the  rejection  of  the  resolution  offered  on  the 
11th  instant,  in  relation  to  that  distinguished  officer, 
having  been  produced  whoUy  by  considerations  of  a 
ffeneral  nature,  cannot  be  deemed  to  derogate  Cram 
tiie  high  sense  which  this  House,  in  common  with 
their  fellow-citizens,  entertain  of  his  civil  and  militaiy 
virtues  and  services. 

The  House  agreed  to  consider  the  resolation 
— ^$8  to  13. 

The  resolution  passed — ayes  08 ;  abont  seven- 
ty-five members  were  present. 


Friday,  April  20. 
General  WiUdneon. 

The  SpEAjnsB  laid  before  the  House  the  fid- 
lowing  letter,  which  was  read : 

Washxngton,  AprU  19,  1810. 

Sir  :  After  a  tedious  passage  from  New  Orleans  I 
arrived  at  Baltimore  on  tiie  16th  instant,  and  reached 
this  city  the  next  day.  My  absence  has  been  neoea- 
sarily  protracted  by  the  selection  of  papers,  from  a 
mass  of  twenty  yean^  accumulation,  for  the  establiib- 
ment  of  facts,  to  refute  the  multifarioas  and  diveni* 
fied  calumnies  by  which  I  have  been  asaailed. 

I  now  present  myself  to  the  Representative  body  of 
the  nation,  the  guudians  of  the  public  weal  and  tha 
protectors  of  indi?idual  rights,  to  express  my  earnest 
desire  that  ihey  may  constitute  some  impartial  tri- 
bunal, which  may  be  governed  with  strictness  by  the 
principles  of  the  constitufion  and  the  laws  of  erideoce, 
to  investigate  the  conduct  of  my  whole  lilie,  drfl  and 
military,  whereby  justice  may  be  done,  and  my  qb- 
exampled  persecution  be  terminated. 

I  aver  my  innocence  of  the  foul  ofibnoes  which  are 
imputed  to  me,  and  declare  my  ability  to  support  it 
before  any  uiqprejudioed  court  Throuj^  yon,  sir,  I 
appeal  to  my  country,  and  I  claim  tiiat  ri^t  whidi 
is  not  refused  to  the  most  profligate— the  right  of 
confronting  my  aoousers.  The  Representatives  of  tiia 
people  will  not,  I  am  persuaded,  waSSst  a  feIlow-«iti- 
sen  who  has  been  devoted  to  the  public  sorvioe  miora 
than  twsnty-fiTe  years,  and  has  nothing  laft  him  but 
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eooseioiu  fidditj  and  attechment  to  bis  native  conn- 
trj,  to  »«  in  Tain  for  justice. 

Hm  eoelosed  letter  to  the  Seeretary  of  War  was 
vritten  anterior  to  the  receipt  of  my  notification  of 
recall  ficom  the  oommand  on  the  Biisaissippi,  and  will 
evinoe  my  readiness  and  my  desire  for  a  faU  investi- 
gation of  my  conduct. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
yoor  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

Hon.  J.  B.  Yaknum,  Speaker^  fpc 

Nmal  Ettdbluhment 
Mr.  Rakdolfh,  from  the  oommittee  to  whom 
w«8  refferred  the  renolation  reepecting  the  redac- 
tioii  of  the  Nayal  Establishment,  reported  the 
following  bill ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole : 

[Here  follows  the  BilL] 


Monday,  April  28. 
Loan  BiU, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  anthorizing  a  loan  for  a 
som  of  money  not  exceeding  Uie  amount  of  the 
prindpal  of  the  pablio  debt  reimborsable  dur- 
ing the  year  1810. 

rin  the  discnssion  which  took  place  on  this 
bill,  there  was  no  objection  to  the  principle  of 
it  Every  gentleman  who  spoke  assented  to 
the  propriety  of  placing  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Government  a  snm  of  money  fnlly  adequate  to 
meet  the  appropriations  antiiorized  by  law  for 
the  present  year.] 

Mr.  Daka  wished  to  ascertain  the  precise 
amoont  of  the  principal  of  the  debt  reimbursa- 
ble daring  the  year  1810,  with  a  view  to  insert- 
ing the  som  in  the  bo^y  of  the  bill. 

Some  diflfisrence  of  opinion  appeared  to  exist 
as  to  the  exact  amount  of  principal  reimburs- 
able. The  snm  annually  applicable  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  public  debt  is  eight  millions  of  dol- 
lars. The  sum  left,  after  paying  the  interest  of 
it  for  the  year,  is  annually  applicable  to  t^e  ex- 
tingoishment  of  the  principaL  The  exact  amount 
of  interest  payable  on  the  public  debt  during 
this  year  not  being  known,  tiiere  was  a  difficul- 
ty in  asoertaining  the  exact  amount  of  principal 
reimbursable. 

The  sum  of  |4,800,000  was  mentioned. 

Mr.  Daha  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to 
antborize  a  loan  "not  exceeding  |4,800,000, 
being  the  amoont  of  the  principal  reimbursable,^' 
dEc.  This  motion  was  supported  by  the  mover, 
and  Messrs.  Gold,  Brsffbt,  Quinot,  Ufhaic, 
Tallmadgb,  and  Pickman,  and  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Baooh,  W.  Alstok,  and  Montooicsbt. 

The  argoments  in  favor  of  the  motion  were, 
generally,  that  it  was  improper  to  attempt  to 
diagnise  any  thing  by  giving  to  it  a  specious 
name;  that  borrowing  mcmey  should  not  be 
called  paying  the  public  debt ;  that  all  authority 
given  to  borrow  money  should  be  express  and 
specific  as  to  the  som.  It  was  said  in  reply, 
that  there  oonld  be  no  objection  that  the  truth 
■hofold  appear  on  the  face  of  a  bill;  that  this 


sura  not  beinff  wanted  to  defray  the  ordinary 
expenses  of  ^e  Government,  but  to  pay  debts 
heretofore  contracted,  the  phraseology  was  per- 
fectly correct;  that  it  was  as  specific  in  fact  as 
if  expressed  in  so  many  figures. 

Mr.  Dana  varied  his  motion,  after  debate,  on 
account  of  the  uncertainty  which  appeared  to 
exist  as  to  the  sum  reimbursable,  and  of  course 
as  to  the  sum  to  be  loaned.  He  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  so  as  to  give  authority  to  borrow  a  sum 
of  money  ^^  not  exceeding  four  millions  of  dol- 
lars." 

This  motion  was  supported  and  opposed  by 
the  same  gentlemen  who  debated  the  former 
motion.  In  support  of  the  motion  it  was  said, 
that  this  sum  was  all  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  had  asked  for,  and  was  therefore  as 
much  as  ought  to  be  given.  The  advocates  of 
the  amendment  also  said  that  they  were  averse 
to  legisUting  blindfold,  to  voting  millions  with- 
out knowing  for  what,  or  to  surrendering  up 
their  judgments  to  Executive  discretion,  under 
an  idea  that  the  President  would  not  borrow 
more  than  was  necessary. 

In  reply  it  was  siud,  that  since  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  had  made  the  estimate  in  ques- 
tion, other  expenses  had  been  incuiTed ;  that  it 
was  impossible  to  tell  the  precise  amount  which 
was  wanted  until  Congress  should  a^ourn,  as 
it  was  impossible  to  tell  on  one  day  what  ap- 
propriations they  would  make  the  next  day ; 
that,  if  not  necessary,  the  authority  to  borrow 
would  not  be  used ;  as  in  the  case  of  the  loan 
authorized  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  not 
a  cent  of  which  had  been  actually  borrowed. 
That  law  had  granted  an  authority  nearly  simi- 
lar to  this  in  nearly  the  same  language. 

Mr.  Dana's  motion  was  negatived— 52  to  29. 

Mr.  QuiNOT  observed  that  he  felt  but  one 
difficulty  on  this  subject  He  could  not  agree 
to  borrow  an  amount  greater  than  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  had  sidd  was  necessary.  He, 
therefore,  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  to 
it  the  following  proviso : 

"Provided,  That  nothing  hi  thiB  act  contamed 
shall  be  cooBtmed  to  anthorize  any  sum  to  be  borrow- 
ed greater  than  four  millions  of  dollars." 

The  motion  was  lost— ayes  28. 
The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 


TUBBDAT,  April  24. 
Bfiduetiion  of  the  Naioy, 

The  House  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  to  reduce  the  Naval  Establi^ment  of 
the  United  States. 

The  biU  having  been  read — 

Mr.  MoKdc  moved  to  amend  that  part  of  the 
bill  which  directs  the  sale  of  all  the  gunboats, 
by  adding  the  following  words:  *^ belong^  to 
the  United  States,  unfit  for  service,  and  nnwor- 
thyof  repairs." 

This  motion  was  agreed  to  without  debate^ 
ayes  50. 

Mr.  Ext  said  he  wasfrienffiy  to  the  reduction 
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of  the  Navy,  but  not  to  its  annihilation.  He 
therefore  moved  to  strike  oat  so  much  of  the 
bill  as  provides  that  all  the  frigates  but  three 
shall  be  "  sold,"  and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof^ 
"  laid  up  in  ordinary." 

Messrs.  Dana  and  Mumfobd  supported  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Khsa  of  Tennessee  made  amotion,  which 
superseded  that  made  by  Mr.  Key,  to  strike  out 
the  whole  of  the  section,  except  so  much  as  re- 
lated to  gunboats.  He  was  wholly  opposed  to 
the  reduction  of  the  Navy  at  present 

Mr.  Smilis  said  he  should  vote  for  the  mo- 
tion with  a  view  to  inserting  a -substitute  going 
to  place  the  Navy  now  on  the  footing  of  the 
Peace  Establishment  of  1806. 

Mr.  Dana  was  in  favor  of  Mr.  Bhsa^s  motion, 
but  expressed  himself  very  pointedly  in  favor  of 
a  reform  in  the  expenditures  and  conduct  of  the 
Naval  Establishment  generally. 

Mr.  Babsstt  also  was  in  favor  of  Mr.  Rhea'b 
motion.  He  supported  the  policy  of  a  small 
navy,  and  vindicated  the  establishment  generally 
from  charges  of  waste  or  extravagance,  though 
he  was  friendly  to  reform  wherever  necessary. 
Mr.  B.  spoke  nearly  an  hour. 

Mr.  Cook  and  Mr.  Rhea  of  Tennessee  also 
spoke  in  favor  of  the  motion  to  strike  out  the 
whole  of  the  first  section. 

Mr.  Macon  spoke  against  the  motion,  and 
against  the  policy  of  a  navy  as  applicable  to  the 
situation  of  this  country. 

Mr.  Stanfobd  followed  Mr.  Maoon  on  the 
same  side  of  the  question,  and  particularly  rep- 
robated the  extravagant  expenditure  of  money 
incident  to  the  naval  system. 

Mr.  Dana  spoke  again  on  the  subject  of  re- 
form in  the  system. 

Mr.  Macon  and  Mr.  Stantobd  explained. 

Mr.  BoTD  was  against  the  reduction  of  the 
Navy  under  present  appearances. 

The  motion  to  stiik^  out  the  remainder  of 
the  section  was  carried,  61  to  25. 

Mr.  SioLiE  moved  to  insert,  in  the  place  of 
that  part  which  was  stricken  out,  the  following: 

<*And  farther,  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  keep  in  ac- 
tual service  as  many  of  the  frigates  and  other  armed 
vessels  as  in  his  judgment  the  nature  of  the  service 
may  require,  and  to  cause  the  residue  to  be  laid  up 
in  ordinary  in  convenient  ports :  Provided^  tiie  whole 
number  of  officers  and  seamen  shall  not  exceed  that 
fixed  by  the  act  *  in  addition  to  the  act,  supplement- 
arv  to  the  act,  providing  iot  the  Naval  Peace  Estab- 
liwment,  and  for  other  purposes :'  passed  the  21st 
day  of  April,  1806." 

Mr.  6.  read  the  law  alluded  to  in  this  amend- 
ment, which  would  go  to  retain  in  service  tiiir- 
teen  captains,  nine  masters  commandant,  seven- 
ty-two lieutenants,  one  hundred  and  fifty  mid- 
shipmen, and  nine  hundred  and  twenty-five 
able-bodied  seamen,  ordinary  seamen  and  boys. 

Mr.  MoEiM  opposed  the  amendment,  because 
he  was  altogether  opposed  to  a  reduction  of  the 
Navy  in  the  present  state  of  the  world. 

Mr.  Smilie  replied.    He  said  he  had  no  ap- 


prehension of  danger  to  his  country  from  laying 
up  a  few  frigates. 

Mr.  Bassett  stated  that  the  whole  nnmber  of 
seamen  now  in  service,  was  but  two  thoosand 
seven  hundred  and  twenty-three.  If  the  num- 
ber was  reduced,  the  expense  of  reducing  and 
re-enlisting  them  within  a  short  period,  would 
exceed  the  expense  of  keeping  them  in  service 
during  the  interval. 

Mr.  MoNTQOMEBY  spokc  in  fi&vor  of  the  amend- 
ment, under  the  impression  that  there  was  no 
disposition  in  Congr^  to  make  use  of  the  Navj. 
Although  the  number  of  seamen  in  serrice 
might  not  exceed  two  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  twenty,  as  stated,  yet  the  Preadent  now 
had  power  to  authorize  the  employment  of  five 
thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety  men«  The 
adoption  of  the  amendment,  he  said,  would 
curtail  the  present  annual  expense,  $778,000. 

Mr.  Mumfobd  spoke  against  the  amendment. 
He  remarked  that  the  counting-house  calcula- 
tion of  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence,  heretofore 
imputed  as  a  fault  to  the  mercnants,  seemed  to 
have  been  transferred  to  the  planters  of  cotton 
and  tobacco.  He  did  not  regard  a  little  expense 
when  put   in  competition  with  the  national 


Mr.  SiQLiE^s  amendment  was  negatived. 

The  section  for  disusing  all  the  navy-yardi 
except  those  at  Boston,  Hew  York,  and  Nor- 
folk, having  been  read — 

Mr.  Key  moved  to  insert  ^^  Washington^*  af- 
ter New  York,  and,  speaking  in  support  of  his 
motion,  expatiated  on  the  advantages  possessed 
by  a  navy-yard  at  the  seat  of  Government. 

Mr.  Bassett  concurred  with  Mr.  Kbt  in  opin- 
ion ;  but,  as  he  presumed  the  section  was  only 
meant  as  an  accompaniment  to  that  part  of  the 
biU  already  stricken  out,  he  moved  to  strike  out 
the  whole  section. 

Mr.  Dana  opposed  the  amendment.  Six 
navy-yards  were  certainly  not  necessary  for  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  he  particu- 
larly opposed  the  retention  of  the  yard  at  Wash- 
ington. 

Mr.  Key  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Dana,  and  in 
support  of  Mr.  Babbett^s  motiou.  He  defend- 
ed the  navy-yard  at  Washington  against  the 
imputations  cast  on  it. 

Messrs.  Talucadgb  and  Dana  spoke  against 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Smiue  spoke  in  favor  of  the  amendment, 
and  expressed  his  astonishment  at  the  change 
which  appeared  to  have  taken  place  in  the 
House  since  they  had  voted,  60  to  81,  a  few 
days  ago,  to  reduce  the  Navy. 

Mr.  Key  expressed  his  surprise  that  a  gentle- 
man having  as  much  parliamentary  experience 
as  the  gentleman  who  preceded  him,  should  be 
surprised  at  the  change  of  votes.  A  migority 
had  voted  to  reduce,  having  different  objects  of 
reduction  in  view ;  but,  when  a  redaction  in 
any  one  branch  of  expenditure  was  propoeed, 
it  appeared  that  a  migority  could  not  agree  in 
it.  Mr.  K.  spoke  again  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment. 
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Tbe  motion  to  strike  out  the  section  was  lost, 
62  to  40. 

Mr.  Key  renewed  his  motion  to  insert  **  Wash- 
ington.'^ 

Mr.  Randolph  opposed  the  motion  on  the 
gronnd  of  the  nnfitness  of  the  situation  of  Wash- 
iDgton,  compared  with  others,  for  a  navy-yard. 

Mr.  Maoon  supported  the  motion ;  because 
he  was  utterly  opposed  to  a  navy,  he  said  he 
wished  that  a  navy-yard  should  be  kept  here, 
as  members  of  Congress  would  be  much  sooner 
disgusted  by  seeing  the  expenditures  of  the 
Navy  system,  than  by  hearing  of  them. 

Mr.  Dana,  as  a  friend  to  a  navy,  said  he 
wished  the  amendment  not  to  prevail.  The 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  an  enemy  to 
navies,  wished  to  retain  the  yard  at  this  place ; 
be,  Mr.  D.,  a  friend  to  them  generally.  Wished 
to  dispose  of  or  disuse  it.  They  therefore 
thought  alike,  though  they  should  vote  differ- 
ently. 

The  motion  to  insert  "  Washington "  was 
carried — 54  to  42. 

The  section  for  reducing  the  marines  was 
struck  out,  without  debate— ayes  69. 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  as 
amended. 

The  Speaxeb  resumed  the  Chair,  and  the 
House  resolved  now  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Mii^oB  said  the  bill  had  been  much 
amended  in  committee,  and  as  the  remnant  left 
amounted  to  very  little,  and  the  discussion  of 
that  little  would  prqbably  cost  more  than  would 
be  saved  by  passing  it  into  a  law,  he  moved  to 
postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject indefinitely. 


Wednesday,  April  25. 
Loan  BiU, 

The  engrossed  bill  authorizing  a  loan  for  a 
sum  of  money,  not  exceeding  the  amount  of  tihe 
principal  of  the  public  debt^  reimbursable  dur- 
ing the  year  1810,  was  read  a  third  time. 

AU  the  gentlemen  who  spoke  against  tlie  bill 
professed  to  be  willing  in  a  proper  manner  to 
authorize  a  loan  of  any  sum  of  money  necessary 
to  meet  the  appropriations  made  ;  but  they  con- 
tended that  the  bill  was  objectionable  because 
the  sum  was  not  stated  in  the  face  of  the  bill, 
because  the  bill  bore  a  deceptive  appearance  of 
borrowingmoney  to  pay  the  public  debt,  when,  in 
&ct,  it  was  to  meet  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the 
Government ;  because  the  bill  authorized  a  loan 
of  five  millions  five  hundred  and  sixty  thousand 
dollars,  more  by  one  million  one  hundred  and 
sixty  thousand  dollars  than  tbe  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  had  declared  to  be  necessary,  and  be- 
eause  no  loan  ought  to  be  authorized  until  bills 
now  before  the  House  were  decided  on,  which 
involved  a  reduction  of  the  annual  expenditure. 

In  reply  to  the  objections  to  this  bill,  it  was 
urged  that  the  amount  authorized  (not  requir- 
ed) to  be  borrowed  was  as  definitely  expressed 
as  though  in  figures ;  that  there  could  be  no  de- 


ception on  the  face  of  the  bill,  for,  if  no  debt 
heretofore  contracted  was  now  to  be  paid  ofi', 
there  would  not  only  be  no  occasion  to  borrow, 
but  there  would  be  an  immense  annual  surplus 
in  the  Treasury ;  that,  since  the  estimate  of 
four  millions  had  been  reported  to  the  House, 
various  appropriations  had  been  made,  and  it 
was  impossible  yet  to  say  how  much  might  bo 
wanted,  and  no  more  would  be  borrowed  than 
actually  was  wanted  ;  that  if  the  passage  of  the 
bill  was  delayed  but  a  day  or  two,  it  would  be 
very  easy  for  gentlemen  to  prevent  its  passage 
at  all. 
The  bill  was  passed — ^yeas  77,  nays  85. 

deduction  of  the  I^a/oy. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  MiLNOB  said  when  he  had  made  the  mo- 
tion for  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  biU, 
he  had  supposed  that  the  sense  of  the  House 
had  been  fully  expressed  on  it ;  but  as  it  ap- 
peared that  the  motion  would  occupy  much 
time  in  debate,  and  as  some  gentlemen  had 
thought  proper  to  insinuate  that  the  motion  was 
made  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  meeting  a  di* 
rect  question  on  the  bill,  he  now  rose  to  with- 
draw the  motion. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  the  first 
amendment  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
viz :  to  strike  out  so  much  as  requires  the  sale 
of  all  the  gunboats. 

Mr.  MuMFORD  hoped  that  the  frigates  would 
not  be  laid  up  in  ordinary.  He  said  he  was  no 
politician  by  profession ;  he  had  been  called 
from  mercantile  pursuits  against  his  inclination, 
but  he  had  always  understood  that  government 
was  instituted  for  the  protection  of  the  citizen. 
He  was  chagrined  when  he  saw  the  events  un- 
folding in  the  Old  World,  and  witnessed  such  a 
paralyzing  system  going  on  in  his  own  country. 
He  had  hoped  that  some  system  would  have 
been  adopted  for  the  protection  of  our  com- 
merce at  sea.  If  gentlemen  were  determine^^  to 
abandon  the  ocean  altogether,  he  begged  to 
know  it  in  time  before  merchants  were  totally 
ruined,  for  it  was  impossible  at  present  to  carry 
on  any  commerce  whatever.  The  part  of  the 
country  which  ho  represented  (city  of  New  York) 
felt  it  strongly ;  agriculture  would  feel  it  sooner 
or  later.  Tne  enormous  captures  made  of  their 
property  had  reduced  merchants  to  the  alter- 
native of  staying  at  home,  or  having  no  com- ' 
merce  but  with  Great  Britain.  If  gentlemen 
are  disposed  to  surrender  commerce  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  belligerents  and  retire  from  the 
ocean,  it  is  time  to  know  it  Mr.  M.  said  he 
was  no  motive-monger;  he  never  arraigned 
gentlemen  for  their  motives.  We  have  heard 
gentlemen  say,  ^^  millions  for  defence  and  not  a 
cent  for  tribute;"  and  a  noble  and  popular 
sentiment  it  was.  It  seemed  now  to  be  revers- 
ed with  them,  and  a  plain  translation  of  their 
speeches  was,  '*  millions  for  tribute ;  not  a  cent 
for  defence."  Various  projects  had  been  offer- 
ed.   Some  gentlemen  were  for  putting  down 
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the  whole  Army  and  Navy ;  others  were  for  a 
sort  of  snail  system,  alarmed  at  the  least  appre- 
hension of  danger.  Viewing  the  sabject  as  he 
did,  Mr.  M.  entreated  that  gentlemen  would 
oonsent  to  protect  conmierce.  The  island  of 
St.  Domingo  now  possessed  seventeen  armed 
vessels.  They  were  gaining  strength  daily,  and 
what  was  the  situation  of  onr  Southern  bor- 
ders ?  If  our  naval  force  was  entirely  with- 
drawn from  the  ocean,  it  was  inlpossible  for  an 
army  of  militia  to  defend  the  mouth  of  the 
Chesapeake.  He  understood  that  two  vessels 
were  now  building  in  Chesapeake  Bay  for  St 
Domingo.  He  knew  that  the  Haytian  agents  had 
been  in  this  country  for  the  purpose  of  purchas- 
ing vessels.  Under  idl  tiiese  circumstances  was 
it  wise  and  prudent  to  discharge  the  Navy? 
He  presumed  the  best  course  would  be  to  put 
to  sea  what  little  navy  we  have  to  protect  our 
own  coasters,  for  they  would  be  necessary  with- 
out any  view  to  commerce  in  the  European 
seas.  Under  every  view,  instead  of  laying  up 
those  vessels  in  service,  Mr.  M.  said  he  hoped 
that  gentlemen  would  consent  to  fit  ont  every 
vessel  in  the  possession  of  the  United  States, 
and  send  them  out  to  protect  American  com- 
merce. ^ 

A  motion  having  been  made  by  Mr.  Smilib  to 
amend  the  bill  so  as  to  place  the  Navy  on  the 
footing  on  which  it  stood  in  1806— 

Mr.  Dana  said  he  was  not  for  pausing  with 
merely  replacing  the  former  system ;  he  was 
also  for  guarding  against  the  waste  of  public 
property  and  treasm'e  which  had  taken  place  in 
the  Naval  Establishment.  He  believed  that  for 
the  number  of  fighting  men  afloat  the  United 
States  had  been  put  to  a  much  greater  expense 
than  was  necessary.  He  was  not  speaking,  he 
said,  of  our  having  few  brave  men  on  the  water, 
nor  of  the  great  sums  given  anywhere  to  those 
who  give  us  their  blood ;  but  the  system  of  the 
navy-yard&  he  believed,  required  a  thorough 
reform.  If  lie  was  to  judge  of  the  general  eoon- 
oipy  on  board  the  frigates  and  smaller  vessels 
from  the  little  he  had  seen  of  them,  he  must 
set  it  down  for  certain  that  waste  did  not  exist 
on  board  the  vessels  after  they  were  fitted  for 
service,  and  manned,  and  officered.  As  far  as 
he  had  an  opportunity  to  observe,  he  had  mark- 
ed a  strong  sense  of  subordination,  and  the  prac- 
tice of  command  at  the  same  time  sustcdned 
with  gentleman-like  propriety,  without  any  un- 
necessary torture  or  rigor.  In  all  this  busi- 
ness, Mr.  D.  said,  where  yon  employ  warriors, 
whether  by  land  or  water,  that  department 
called  the  staff,  the  agents,  purveyors  of  sup- 
plies, &c.,  is  the  bran(£  of  the  service  to  which 
yon  most  look  for  waste.  On  merely  casting 
the  eye  along  the  decks  of  our  vessels,  the  con- 
duct of  the  officers,  and  the  manner  in  which  the 
men  behaved,  indicated  a  sort  of  conduct  which 
appeared  to  Mm  incompatible  with  waste,  laxity 
of  discipline,  or  want  of  attention  to  duty. 
Generally  speaking,  the  civil  branch  of  the 
service  was  the  reverse  of  this.  Mr.  D.  advert- 
ed to  the  mode  of  equipping  vessels,  and  rep- 


robated the  scrambling,  which  he  had  un- 
derstood often  took  place  for  equipments,  as 
incompatible  with  methodical  arrangement,  and 
correct  distribution  of  supplies.  It  was  waste- 
ful and  inconsstent  with  regular  accoontabil- 
ity.  It  was  not  the  course  pursued  in  the  navj- 
yards  of  other  nations.  The  commander  of  a 
man  of  war  in  other  countries  was  not  permit- 
ted to  go  into  a  navy-yard ;  he  could  not  there 
daim  to  have  every  thing  new  on  board  his 
vessel  When  every  man  was  suffered  to  man- 
age as  he  would,  there  was  no  security  for  the 
economical  conduct  of  an  establishment ;  for  the 
more  anxious  was  each  commander  to  have  his 
own  vessel  exclusively  well  equipped,  the  more 
would  the  public  suffer.  He  was^  therefore,  for 
adopting  some  system  of  rigorous  retrenchment 
— what  it  should  be  he  did  not  know.  In  the 
nature  of  the  thing  he  was  confident  it  could  be 
done;  without  it  there  must  be  much  waste. 
At  present,  therefore,  he  was  against  striking 
ont  the  frigates  from  the  Naval  Establishment. 
A  reform  in  the  expense  was  the  great  dende- 
ratum,  not  the  abolition  of  the  Navy. 

Mr.  D.  said  he  would  submit  to  the  House 
one  consideration:  the  appearance  which  the 
passage  of  such  a  bill  would  present  to  the  world 
after  the  resolutions  passed  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  session.  For  his  own  part| 
indeed,  he  had  deemed  it  useless  to  make  de- 
clarations of  national  independence,  or  to  re- 
solve against  submission ;  but  at  &e  commence- 
ment of  the  session  a  resolution  had  been  passed 
respecting  what  had  taken  place  between  Ex- 
ecutive and  the  British  Minister,  and  then  Con- 
gress had  pledged  themselves  to  call  forth  the 
whole  force  of  the  nation  to  stand  by  and  sup- 
port the  President.  He  had  supposed  this  un- 
necessary, improper,  and  exceptionable  in  some 
respects.  But  at  the  same  session,  when  the 
controversy  was  chiefly  respecting  maritime 
privileges,  if  they  should  not  onlv  reduce  but 
sell  the  Navy,  what  would  the  world  say.  when 
they  had  seen  the  beginninff  and  end  of  tne  ses- 
sion ?  Would  it  be  possible  that  foreign  pow- 
ers could  look  up  with  any  reverence  to  their 
acts  ?  We  shall,  said  he,  be  reduced  to  such  a 
situation  that  even  the  apprehension  of  oar 
hatred  could  not  insure  respect  firom  foreign 
Governments,  if  we  suffer  our  conduct  to  be  so 
completely  at  war  with  our  own  acts.  La  or- 
der to  possess  some  appearance  of  respectability 
in  the  estimation  of  others,  the  most  expedient 
course  would  be  to  establish  economy  and  pro- 
vide for  a  less  profuse  distribution  of  the  public 
moneys,  but  to  retain  the  public  armed  veaBeb. 
that  we  may  be  in  the  condition  for  effectuu 
service  whenever  it  is  deemed  expedient  By 
this  course  we  may  save  more  of  property 
as  well  as  character  than  by  an  abolition  of  the 
Navy ;  and  if  we  save  both  it  is  better  than  to 
save  the  one  and  lose  the  other. 

In  allusion  to  a  remark  of  Mr.  Mitmfosd 
ag^st  the  bill,  Mr.  D.  said  that  in  regard  to 
what  was  formerly  said  respecting  millions  for 
defence  and  not  a  cent  for  tribute,  that  doctrine 
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was  a  very  good  one^  but  it  had  no  connection 
with  crawling  within  onrselves  in  time  of  dan- 
ger— with  the  terrapin  policy — with  drawing 
in  head  and  daws  bo  that  no  part  of  the  body 
fihoald  be  exposed ;  and  those  who  were  for 
that  course,  (because  really  they  had  not  pro- 
Tided  any  shell,)  conld  not  very  well  appeal  for 
their  jtistifieation  to  the  doctrine  of  ^'  millions 
for  defence  and  not  a  cent  for  tribnte,''  and  yet 
he  believed  that  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
himself  had  voted  for  that  system  of  terrapin 
defence.  Althongh,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  was  against 
that  thing,  yet  there  were  men  distingmshed 
for  talents  and  worth,  and  who  are  eminent  in 
the  conncils  of  their  country,  who  entertained 
sentiments  widely  different  This  policy  was 
borrowed  from  the  colonial  system ;  we  did  not 
assnme  the  spirit  of  a  nation,  perhaps ;  we  re- 
collected what  we  had  done  before  when  we 
were  colonies,  and  perhaps  gentlemen  thonght 
the  efforts  of  children  might  succeed  when 
they  had  attained  to  manhood.  It  was  a  delu- 
sion. K  gentlemen,  however,  now  see  through 
their  error,  their  desire  to  correct  it  ought  not 
to  be  condemned. 

Mr.  Bassstt  was  of  opinion  with  Mr.  D.  that 
reform  rather  than  reduction  of  the  Naval  Es- 
tablishment ought  to  be  their  object.  He  was 
gjfld  to  find  that  when  the  Navy  was  brought 
into  view,  other  ideas  than  those  of  mere  com- 
merce began  to  be  associated  with  it  Hereto- 
fore it  had  only  been  advocated  as  a  means  for 
the  protection  of  commerce.  Mr.  B.  said  he 
lived  in  a  district  which  was  sensibly  alive  to 
the  benefits  of  a  navy.  The  district  which  he 
represented  had  withm  it  more  water  than  land. 
It  therefore  became  essential  to  the  defence  of 
his  constituents  that  they  should  have  a  float- 
ing protection.  It  was  impossible,  in  the  nature 
of  things,  that  they  conld  be  defended  but  by  a 
floating  defence.  Surely  there  could  be  no  gen- 
tleman in  the  House  who  was  not  sensible  of 
the  necessity  of  protection  I  It  might  be  a  fa- 
vorite point  in  a  monarchv  to  keep  the  country 
unprotected,  and  thus  under  the  control  of  the 
Government,  but  the  motto  of  Republics  should 
be  universal  justice,  equal  rights,  and  common 
defence.  He  asked  gentlemen  to  look  at  the 
magnitude  of  the  object  of  defending  our  sea- 
coasts,  which  could  not  be  less  than  three  thou- 
sand miles  in  extent,  and,  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  sides  of  our  navigable  rivers,  that 
extent  would  be  doubled.  If  gentlemen  would 
but  for  a  moment  consider  the  immense  space 
which  was  exposed,  they  would  see  all  the  im- 
portance of  securing  an  adequate  defence.  The 
House  had  been  told,  and  certainly  very  truly, 
^t  there  was  a  maritime  force  rising  in  our 
neighborhood.  The  House  had  been  told,  also, 
and  told  correctly,  too,  that  at  least  two  large 
vessels  were  building  in  their  own  waters  for 
the  use  of  that  growing  maritime  power.  At 
the  very  moment,  sud  Mr.  B.,  that  we  know 
that  the  blacks  of  St  Domiugo  are  building 
vessels,  shall  we  dispose  of  our  public  armed 
vessels  ?    Let  me  ask  who  will  buy  them  when 


put  into  the  market  9  Who  but  Ohristophe 
and  Petion  ?  It  is  reduced  to  a  certainty  that 
if  wo  put  them  now  to  the  hammer,  they  must 
go  in  that  direction.  I  ask  gentlemen  seriously 
to  weigh  that  consideration. 

The  situation  of  our  Navy  is  at  present  suffi- 
ciently reduced.  We  have  only  five  frigates  in 
actual  service.  The  Chesapeake,  for  want  of 
repairs,  is  now  in  harbor.  If  gentlemen  are 
anxious  that  she  should  be  laid  up  in  ordinary, 
I  would  accord  in  it;  but  I  would  prefer  to 
leave  this  subject  entirely  to  the  discretion  of 
the  Executive.  I  know,  sir,  how  apt  a  propo- 
sition of  this  sort  is  to  be  met  by  a  suggestion  of 
Presidential  confidence ;  but  when  we  come 
to  consider  our  particular  situation,  that  we  are 
putting  it  into  the  power  of  the  President,  not 
to  add  to  the  burdens  of  the  people,  but  to  re- 
lieve them,  that  will  be  thought  a  sound  argu- 
ment to  justify  the  course  of  leaving  the  whole 
matter  to  the  discretion  of  the  President  The 
wisdom  of  the  last  and  of  the  present  Congress 
has  kept  in  service  fiye  frigates.  We  cannot 
remain  in  session  at  all  times ;  and  we  are  at 
this  moment,  extremely  doubtfol  as  to  the  asr 
pect  our  affiEurs  will  assume  as  to  foreign  na- 
tions. I  would  ask  gentlemen  if  former  ex- 
perience does  not  warn  us  that  if  we  have  an 
accommodation  with  one  belligerent,  it  will  but 
lead  to  a  wider  breach  with  the  other  f  But  if 
this  occurrence  Hoes  not  take  place,  and  every 
thins  should  turn  out  happily,  my  proposition 
would  leave  it  in  the  power  of  the  Executive 
to  secure  the  public  against  loss.  The  expense 
is  not  drawn  upon  us  by  the  Executive,  but  it  is 
such  as  the  wisdom  of  the  National  L^islature 
has  thought  proper  to  incur.  Therefore  I  think 
it  fair  to  consider  the  subject  in  this  way.  As 
we  are  about  to  separate,  and  as  present  appear- 
ances would  not  warrant  our  living  up  any 
species  of  protection,  we  shall  be  justified  in 
giving  a  discretionary  power  to  the  Executive 
to  put  down  such  piut  of  the  Naval  Establish- 
ment as  he  may  in  future  think  It  justifiable  to 
part  with. 

I  am  not  one  of  those  who  think  the  expense 
of  the  Navy  a  sufficient  argument  for  disposing 
of  it  altogether.  I  have  been  asked  what  has 
the  Navy  done.  I  can  answer  for  a  large  por- 
tion of  my  constituents,  that  it  has  kept  them 
quiet  in  mind.  Is  it  not  important  that  the 
men  who  live  on  the  seaboard  should  know 
that  we  have  a  force  to  repel  attack  ?  What  sort 
of  attack  have  we  cause  to  expect?  A  serious 
invasion  ?  Certainly  not.  The  sort  of  attack 
which  we  ought  to  guard  agidnst  is  the  predi^ 
tory  attack,  made  at  small  expense,  to  our  great 
iiynry.  If  we  do  away  the  naval  system  en- 
tirely, our  whole  seacoast  will  be  liable  to  be 
ravaged.  A  single  frigate,  a  single  privateer, 
a  single  pirate,  might  come  into  your  waters  and 
injure  your  citizens  to  a  considerable  amount 
It  has  been  mentioned,  and  I  have  seen  an  of- 
ficial intimation  of  it,  that  two  or  three  vessels, 
in  the  shape  of  pirates,  had  stopped  vessels  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi.    The  force  now 
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embodied  on  the  ocean  is  not  more  than  ade- 
quate to  the  security  of  the  nation  against  pre- 
datory warfare.  I  am  willing,  notwithstanding 
this,  to  leave  it  to  the  Executive  discretion  to 
lessen  the  burden. 

I  regret  much  that  at  this  period  of  the  ses 
sion  we  cannot  go  into  an  examination  of  the 
expenditures  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut 
complains  of.  I  think  it  proper  to  observe  that 
for  one  I  shall  be  willing  to  receive  his  assist- 
ance in  detecting  abuses.  I  believe  the  gentle- 
man at  present  at  the  head  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment has  every  disposition  to  correct  them. 
But  at  the  same  time  that  is  not  sufficient  for 
us.  I  do  not  know  of  any  unnecessary  expenses, 
or  I  should  bring  them  to  public  view ;  I  do 
believe  there  is  not  that  want  of  system  which 
the  gentleman  seems  to  suppose.  This  much  I 
know,  that  at  all  the  navy-yards  are  proper 
officers  for  distributing  stores.  There  all  the 
rigging,  ropes,  &c.,  &c.,  are  kept  apart,  and,  as 
£ar  as  a  landsman,  a  lubber  like  myself  can 
judge,  appear  in  great  order. 

In  relation  to  the  smaller  vessels  it  appears 
by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  that 
they  are  in  perfect  repair.  The  expense  of  sail- 
ing them  is  the  only  expense.  1  cannot  but 
again  repeat,  because  I  think  it  of  the  last  im- 
portance, that  the  security  which  these  small 
vessels  gives  us  greatly  outweighs  all  disadvan- 
.  tages  of  expense.  If  we  can  lessen  the  expense, 
let  us  do  it,  in  the  hope  that  at  another  session 
we  shall  be  able  to  find  out  where  the  evil  ex- 
ists. It  is  generally  said,  when  this  subject  is 
under  consideration,  that  we  cannot  attempt  to 
cope  with  Great  Britain.  Because  we  cannot, 
are  we  to  succumb  to  others?  To  provide  no 
protection  against  smaller  powers?  At  this 
moment  the  master  of  an  American  merchant 
vessel  is  employed  in  the  service  of  the  Em- 
peror of  China,  a  country  possessing  the  greatest 
population  in  the  world,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting the  citizens  of  the  Emperor  against 
some  small  pirates.  Is  there  a  fact  can  spei^ 
more  strongly  to  us,  that,  without  some  sort 
of  naval  defence,  with  such  a  seacoast  aa  we 
have,  (and  let  it  be  recollected,  sir,  that  our 
seacoast  is  much  greater  in  proportion  to  our 
population  than  the  Chinese,)  we  shall  be  at 
the  mercy  of  the  worst  of  the  human  race  ? 

It  was  asked  what  mighty  good  the  Navy 
has  done.  Let  me  ask  the  gentleman  who  asked 
that  question,  what  mighty  good  our  Army  has 
done  by  land  ?  When  we  consider  the  point  of 
expense,  let  us  consider  the  evils  of  different 
sorts.  Let  me  ask  gentlemen  if  the  evils  do- 
picted  to  exist  in  Peru,  where  gold  abounds, 
do  not  equal  any  thing  they  can  imagine  to  pro- 
ceed from  the  want  of  money  ?  We  must  for- 
get the  evils  that  force  produces  in  the  necessity 
whidi  exists  for  having  it.  We  cannot  say, 
because  some  evil  results  from  force,  that  we 
will  not  have  it;  for,  if  you  have  it  not,  others 
will.  Our  own  e^roerience  should  teach  us  the 
necessity  of  it.  What  was  the  effect  of  our 
eloquent  addresses,  when  colonies,  placed  at 


the  foot  of  the  British  throne?    They  (the 
British)  sent  a  fleet  and  army  to  Boston.    They 
did  not  tell  you  power  was  right ;  but  they  said 
it  with  their  fleet  and  ai'my.    Reason  wiU  tell 
us  the  same  now ;  it  is  impossible  to  meet  force 
but  by  force.    The  effects  of  naval  force  are 
well  remembered.    It  is  well  recollected  that 
in  the  Revolution  Cornwallis  marched  from 
Charleston  to  Virginia.    When  he  got  there,  a 
French  fleet  was  on  the  coast.    The  very  mo- 
ment the  fleet  advanced  by  water,  Comwallia 
surrendered.    Here  was  evidence  of  the  effect 
of  naval  force.    And  it  is  by  its  efficiency  that 
we  must  balance  the  great  objection  of  expense. 
I  have  heard  it  stated  here  how  much  more 
expense  a  sailor  is  than  a  soldier.   If  we  look  to 
the  £Eict.  and  contrast  the  efficiency  of  the  two^ 
we  shall  find  that  the  superior  efficiency  of  the 
sailor  greatly  9utweighs  the  additional  expense. 
There  is  one  fact,  very  strongly  illustrative  of 
this  principle,  drawn  from  British  history.     It 
is  found,  by  tne  papers  lud  before  Parliament, 
that  the  present  naval  establishment  costs  seven- 
teen millions  annually.     The  expense  of  the 
army  is  nearly  the  same.    With  seventeen  mQ- 
lions  of  water  force,  tlio  navy  of  Great  Britain 
makes  her  mistress  of  the  ocean ;  with  seven- 
teen millions,  the  land  force  of  Great  Britain  is 
contemptible.    As  concerns  ourselves,  sJl  the 
attack  we  can  expect  to  receive  is  on  the  ocean 
or  on  the  seacoast,  and  we  can  by  this  fact  see 
demonstrably  that  we  can  procure  more  pro- 
tection for  a  certain  number  of  dollars  expended 
on  the  water  than  we  can  from  the  same  num- 
ber of  doUars  expended  on  the  land.     History 
shows  that  Republics  are  always  naval  powers; 
and  navies  have  preserved  their  existence.   Tlie 
history  of  England,  instead  of  destroying  this 
argument  is  in  &vor  of  it ;  the  celebrated  ex- 
ploits of  tne  Dutch  confirm  it.  England,  though 
a  monarchy,  is  the  freest  in  Europe,  and  all 
nations  have  enjoyed  the  greatest  naval  celeb- 
rity when   they  have   been   most  free.     A 
navy  has  no  great  general  at  the  head  of  it, 
wielding  an  immense  body  of  armed  men.    The 
commanders  of  ships  have  a  very  different  in- 
fluence.   The  admiral  himself  cannot  act  on  the 
land.    History  does  not  show  an  instance  where 
an  attack  was  made  on  the  liberty  of  a  nation 
from  that  quarter.    I  am  therefore  disposed  to 
give  my  feeble  aid  to  support  an  efficient  force 
upon  the  water  rather  than  upon  the  land ;  and 
I  believe  the  present  establishment  is  by  no 
means  beyond  what  ought  to  exist. 

Mr.  RijnDOLPH  said,  that  as  his  objections  to 
the  Navy  went  to  the  whole  system,  he  woold 
make  his  observations  at  large,  in  preference  to 
reserving  them  in  detached  parts  on  the  various 
details  of  the  bill.  My  object,  said  Mr.  R,  is 
to  endeavor  to  persuade  the  House  tliat  they 
ought  not  to  concur  in  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House.  I  have  ever  be- 
lieved that  the  people  of  the  United  States 
were  destined  to  become,  at  some  period  or 
other,  a  great  naval  power.  The  unerring  in- 
dications of  tiiat  fact  were  presented  to  oa  in  a 
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tonnage  and  nnmber  of  seamen  exceeding  those 
of  any  other  nation  in  the  world,  one  only  ex- 
cepted. When,  therefore,  I  proposed  to  rednoe 
the  Naval  Establishment  of  the  United  States, 
it  was  not  for  the  pitifdl  object  of  putting 
down  some  ^^^  or  seven  gnnboats  and  two  or 
three  unimportant  navj-yards,  or  of  making 
the  mighty  reduction  contemplated  in  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  fh>m  Pennsyl- 
vania. In  other  words,  it  was  for  the  purpose 
of  making  barely  such  a  retrenchment  in  the 
naval  expenditure  as  might  enable  Government, 
after  such  retrenchment  was  effected,  to  so  on 
with  the  aid  of  loans  and  taxes.  We  had  two 
views  of  the  probable  state  of  the  nation  pre- 
sented to  us  during  this  session.  The  first  was 
a  view  of  war,  in  which  case  it  was  agreed  on 
aQ  bands  that  loans  and  taxes  would  be  neces- 
sary ;  the  next  was  a  view  of  peace,  in  which 
case  it  was  believed  thiit  loans  and  taxes  were 
unnecessary,  and  was  so  pronounced  from  the 
highest  authority  in  the  country  on  financial 
concerns.  But  now  it  seems  to  have  a  view 
of  reduced  military  and  naval  expenditure 
which  does  not  obviate  the  necessity  of  loans 
and  taxes.  My  object  in  the  proposed  reduction 
was  not  to  enable  the  Grovemment  to  get  on 
with  the  aid  of  loans  and  taxes,  but  to  make 
such  a  reduction  as  would  have  enabled  the 
Government  to  dispense  with  a  recurrence  to 
them. 

I  have  said,  sir,  that  the  United  States  were, 
in  my  opinion,  destined  to  become  a  great 
naval  power ;  and  I  have  read  unerring  indi- 
cations of  it  in  the  commercial  prosperity  of 
our  country,  out  of  which  alone  it  can  grow. 
But  I  believe,  if  any  thing  could  retard  or  event- 
ually destroy  it — if  any  thing  could  strangle 
in  the  cradle  the  infant  Hercules  of  the  Ameri- 
can Navy — ^it  would  be  the  very  injudicious 
mode  in  which  that  power  has  been  attempted 
to  be  prematurely  brought  into  action,  and  kept 
in  acticm,  daring  the  two  last  administrations. 
Again,  a  naval  power  necessarily  grows  out  of 
tonnage  and  seamen.  We  have  not  only  driven 
away  our  tonnage,  but  have  exerted  ourselves 
with  no  little  zeal,  even  at  tliis  very  session,  to 
prevent  its  ever  coming  back.  We  have  not 
been  willing  to  consent  that  vessels  polluted  by 
the  impardonable  sin  of  a  breach  of  the  embargo 
should  return.  True  it  is,  that  we  have  not 
made  the  same  provision  in  relation  to  seamen : 
we  have  conceived  the  guilt  rather  to  reside  in 
the  wood  or  iron,  than  in  the  men  who  con- 
ducted it  But,  although  we  have  no  provision 
for  the  express  purpose  that  they  should  not 
return,  unfortunately  they  have  not  returned ; 
and  the  proof  of  this  fact  is  evinced  by  another, 
viz:  that  landsmen  are  at  this  moment  employee! 
on  board  our  few  ships  of  war,  because  seamen 
cannot  be  procured.  Our  tonnage  and  seamen, 
then— the  sinews  of  naval  power — are  wounded 
by  oar  own  measures,  to  a  considerable  degree. 
Again :  it  has  always  been  understood,  accord- 
ing to  my  view  of  the  Bubject,  that  one  of  the 
principal  uses  of  a  navy  was  to  protect  com- 


merce; but  our  political  rule  for  some  time 
past  has  been  that  of  inverse  proportion,  and 
we  have  discovered  that  commerce  is  the  natu- 
ral protector  of  a  navy.  The  proof  of  this  is 
found,  if  not  in  every  act  of  this  House,  cer- 
tainly in  most  of  the  speeches  delivered  on  this 
floor.  I  need  only  allude  to  a  speech  made  by 
a  colleague  of  mine,  (Mr.  Gholson,)  who  usu<» 
ally  sits  on  my  right  hand,  a  few  days  ago,  in 
which  he  stated  that  the  power  to  regulate 
commerce  was  specially  given  by  the  constitu- 
tion to  the  United  States — ^not  as  a  means  of 
raising  revenue,  equalizing  duties  tiiroughout 
the  United  States,  and  m&ng  aU  in  fact  one 
family — ^but,  that  it  was  put  into  the  hands  of 
Congress  as  a  scorpion-whip  to  bring  the  other 
nations  of  tibe  world  to  our  terms ;  that,  by 
turning  away  the  light  of  our  countenance— the 
sunshine  of  our  commercial  bounty — they  might 
wither  and  decay. 

I  had  always  thought  too,  sir,  that  the  reve- 
nue which  a  Naval  Establishment  naturally 
calls  for  was  to  be  founded  on  commercial 
greatness ;  in  other  words,  that  commerce  was 
to  give  us  revenue,  and  revenue  was  to  support 
a  navy,  which  in  return  was  to  protect  com- 
merce. But,  it  seems  we  have  changed  .all 
this — ^we  have  perverted  the  whole  course  of 
procedure — and  why?  Sir,  shall  we  keep  up 
an  expensive  Naval  Establishment,  necessarily 
driving  us  into  loans  and  taxes,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  a  commerce  which  the  Government 
itself  says  we  shall  not  carry  on ;  and  when 
members  of  this  House  tell  us  that  the  natural 
protection  of  commerce  is  the  annihilation  of  it  f 
The  Navy  has  now  become  a  sort  of  fifth  wheel 
to  the  political  coach,  and  I  am  unwilling  to 
keep  it  up,  at  this  expense,  on  these  grounds. 

I^  sir,  the  construction  which  I  have  taken 
of  the  sense  of  the  House  and  of  the  Govern- 
ment be  not  correct,  whence  comes  it  that  we 
have  such  cases  before  us  as  that  of  Daniel 
Buck  f  Whence  comes  it  that  we  hear  of  Treas- 
ury instructions,  not  issued  in  the  first  instance 
for  the  purpose  of  expounding  a  law  touching 
the  clearances  of  vessels,  that  uniformity  may 
prevail  in  the  different  districts,  but  supple- 
mentary instructions,  becoming  in  practice  the 
actual  law  of  the  land?  In  other  words,  if  my 
construction  be  not  correct,  whence  comes  it 
that  every  principle  formerly  called  federal — 
every  principle  of  Executive  energy  and  power 
— ^has  been  strained  of  late  to  an  extent  hereto- 
fore unparalleled?  Whence  comes  it,  that  in 
the  archives  of  this  Assembly,  we  find  copies  of 
Uoenses  given  by  the  Executive  power  of  the 
nation — to  do  what?  To  permit  one  part  of 
this  confederacy  to  supply  another  part  with 
bread  I  We  have  had  Executive  licenses,  gra- 
ciously permitting  that  a  portion  of  our  citizens 
should  not  starve  while  the  rest  were  revelling 
in  plenty,  and  suffering  for  want  of  a  market  t 
Let  us  suppose,  that  in  the  fragments  of  history 
of  the  ancient  nations  of  the  earth,  of  those  pe- 
riods which  are  most  involved  in  obscurity,  we 
should  find  an  Imperial  rescript  to  this  effect, 
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what  would  be  the  ineyitable  oondosion  of  the 
historian  ?  That,  if  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
Goyemment  could  at  pleasure  starre  one  part 
of  the  people  while  another  was  rioting  in 
plenty,  that  the  individual  who  held  this  power 
was  the  greatest  despot  on  earth,  and  the  Grov- 
emment  a  purely  unmixed  despotism.  But,  sir, 
it  would  be  improper  to  draw  any  such  condu- 
edon  here,  because  we  are  the  most  enlightened 
people  on  earth — ^I  believe  we  have  placed  that 
on  record.  It  was  nothing  but  the  protection 
of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  and  a  desire 
of  avenging  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake — ^for, 
among  all  the  causes  of  the  embargo,  we  hear 
of  none  oftenor  than  the  attack  on  the  Chesa- 
peake ;— it  was  nothing  but  a  defence,  not  only 
of  the  commercial  interests,  but  of  the  naval 
strength  of  the  nation,  which  created  this  dic- 
tatorship in  the  person  of  the  Chief  Magistrate. 
It  was  not  that  we  are  naturally  more  prone  to 
slavery  than  others,  but  it  was  for  the  preser- 
vation of  our  national  defence,  (if  t^at  be  not 
positively  opposed  to  national  defence  which 
costs  four  millions,  and  which,  when  Greek 
meets  Greek,  and  tiie  tug  of  war  comes,  must 
take  refuge  under  such  measures  as  those  I  have 
mentioned.)  Ko,  sir;  my  object  in  the  bill 
which  I  presented  to  the  House  was  a  great  one : 
it  was  to  enable  us  to  dispense  with  a  loan  to 
the  acknowledged  amount  of  $5,150,000 — ^to 
enable  us  to  dispense  with  taxation,  to  an 
amount  which  no  man  can  calculate.  Of,  indeed, 
the  system  which  passed  this  House  was  con- 
structed to  bring  in  revenue  at  all )  It  was  not 
a  little,  paltry  affiair  of  reducing  a  couple  of 
navy-yards ;  not  to  bury  the  dead,  who  have 
been  already  interred  in  the  marshes  of  the 
Mississippi ;  not  twice  to  slay  the  slain :  it  was 
for  a  great  public  object.  Keally,  sir,  the  re- 
duction of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr.  Smiub)  reminds  me  very  forcibly  of  an  in- 
cident whidi  is  said  to  have  taken  place  at  tiie 
discovery  of  the  gunpowder  plot  When  com- 
missioners were  sent  mto  the  rarliament  vaults, 
to  examine  into  the  situation  of  the  gunpowder 
and  combustibles  collected  together  for  the  pnr^ 
pose  of  blowing  up  the  King,  the  Parliament, 
and  the  whole  constitution,  they  returned  and 
reported  that  they  had  found  ^ftj  barreb  of 
gunpowder ;  that  they  had  removed  five-and- 
twenly  barrels,  and  humbly  trusted  that  the  re- 
maining five-and-twenty  would  do  no  harm  I 
This  is  precisely  the  reduction  which  the  com- 
mittee and  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
have  agreed  to  make.  It  is  a  reduction  which 
will  not  do  any  eflfectual  service,  and  I  there- 
fore hope  the  House  will  not  accord  in  it 

But,  we  are  told  that  great  and  gigantic 
events  in  Europe  are  to  be  arrested.  That 
which  the  British  navy  cannot  do,  I  suppose,  or 
that  which  the  combined  Continental  forces 
opposed  to  her  cannot  effect,  is  to  be  decided 
here  by  three  frigates;  for  that  is  precisely  the 
extent  to  which,  if  I  understand  him,  he  is 
willinc  to  go.  It  seems,  we  are  also  to  suffer  a 
total  loss  of  the  ships  to  be  sold,  they  being 


unfit  for  every  other  purpose.  Are  thoy  unfit 
for  the  East  India  trade?  Was  not  the  fint 
vessel  which  ever  doubled  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  the 
old  frigate  Alliance?  And  would  not  tiiese 
vessels,  if  sold,  be  purchased  for  that  and  for 
other  purposes ;  more  especially  when  we  con- 
sider the  immense  loss  of  tonnage  which  the 
United  States  have  sustained — ^I  wiU  not  mj 
how,  but  when — ^within  the  last  two  yean? 
But  thisy  if  well  founded,  would  be  no  objection 
with  me  to  the  reduction  of  the  Navy.  1  am 
willing  to  put  a  clause  in  the  bill  to  autboriie 
the  President  to  gwe  the  frigates  away,  if  he 
cannot  teU  them.  My  objection  to  tlie  expense 
is  not  merely  to  pounds^  shillings,  and  pence— 
not  merely  to  the  conntmg-house  calculation— 
but  to  expenses  utterly  incommensurate  to  the 
object  to  which  those  expenses  profess  to  go, 
and  to  a  system  of  organized  jmblio  phinder. 
If  we  agree  to  make  this  reduction,  howeyer,  ac- 
cording to  the  statement  of  the  gentlenum  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Bassbtt,)  foreigners  will  pn^ 
chase  from  us  ships  of  the  best  coostmction  in 
the  world,  on  the  best  terms.  I  believe,  if  the 
gentleman's  knowledge  on  the  state  of  our  pnh- 
lie  ships  was  as  accurate  as  perhaps  it  is  on 
other  subjects,  he  would  hardly  suspect  form- 
ers of  coming  to  our  maikets  for  the  purpose  of 
buying  those  ships  to  annoy  our  commeroe. 
Who  will  become  the  purchasers — Great  Britr 
ain  ?  After  having  given  her  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  tons  of  your  shipping  now  sailing  nnder 
the  British  flag,  and  manned  her  navy  with 
your  seamen  driven  from  your  employment,  do 
you  believe  the  Admiralty  wUl  send  across  the 
Atlantic  to  buy  the  hulks  rotting  at  the  navy- 
yard;  or  would  it  be  a  formidable  accession  to 
the  British  navy,  especially  when  fbur  ot  these 
vessels  are  absolutely  unfit  for  any  purpose 
whatever?  I  presume  that  even  the  Emperor 
of  France,  if  it  were  an  object  with  him  to  have 
these  famous  models  of  naval  architecture  at 
Antwerp,  would  hardly  venture  to  purchase 
them,  and  run  the  risk  of  getting  them  across 
the  ocean.  I  conceive  you  could  htfdly  get  in- 
surance done  on  them  at  Philadelphia  or  Haiti- 
more.  The  idea  of  keeping  these  vesaels  is  ab- 
solutely idle,  unless  gentlemen  are  dinK)6ed  to 
send  their  commerce  on  the  ocean,  and  employ 
force  in  the  protection  of  it 

Sir,  I  am  extremely  exhausted  ah^y— and 
I  presume  the  House  are  fuUy  9&  &tigaed  with 
me  as  I  am  with  myself — ^but  I  will  endeavor  to 
go  along  wil^  my  loose  remarks.  The  panegy- 
ric which  the  gentieman  from  Connecticut  (Mr. 
Dana)  has  been  pleased  to  bestow  on  the  AIne^ 
loan  naval  officers,  I  have  not  the  least  indispo- 
sition to  subscribe  to,  so  far  as  my  knowledge 
will  permit  me  to  go.  As  far  as  my  informa- 
tion extends-^-as  far  as  I  have  the  pleasure,  and 
I  may  add  the  honor,  of  being  acquainted  with 
those  gentlemen — there  is  no  class  in  society 
whom  I  tiiink  more  highly  deserving.  And  I 
did  hope,  when  the  gentleman  went  into  thw 
eulog^um  on  the  one  hand,  and  inference  at 
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least  of  oensore  on  that  which  he  has  been 
pleased  to  term  "The  Staff  of  the  Navy  "—but 
which  I  suppose  I  may  as  well  call  the  evoil 
IrameK^  wbo  have  the  control  and  management 
of  the  civil  service ;  not  the  men  who  fight  the 
battles,  bot  who  pocket  the  greatest  part  of  the 
emolament — ^that  he  would  have  been  more 
particular.  Sir,  I  do  know  that  comparisons 
are  extremely  unpleasant,  and  no  consideration 
would  induce  me  to  go  into  them,  especially 
after  the  observation  of  my  friend  before  me, 
(Mr.  Maoon,)  but  the  discharge  of  an  imperious 
public  duty.  I  can  have  no  hopes  of  deriving 
any  thing  further  than  experience  from  the  past 
Administrationsw  It  is  to  make  use  of  this  ex- 
perienoe  that  I  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  comparative  expenses  of  the  Navy  under 
the  several  Administrations. 

I  find,  from  the  Treasury  statement  in  my 
hand,  made  on  the  5th  of  this  month,  that  the 
Navy  under  General  Washington's  administrar 
tion,  cost  11,100,000;  that  during  the  four 
years  of  Mr.  Adamses  administration,  it  cost 
$9,700,000,  in  round  numbers;  that,  in  the  eight 
years  of  the  succeeding  Administration,  it  cost 
$12,700,000.  I  make  tibese  remarks,  because 
the  statement  differs  from  that  made  by  the 
worthy  gentleman  from  Connecticut  in  this  re- 
spect; Uiat,  when  he  niade  the  expenditure 
under  the  last  Administration  to  amount  to 
fourteen  millions,  he  did,  in  my  opinion,  im- 
properly saddle  that  Administration  with  the 
expenditure  of  the  year  1801,  viz :  $2,111,424, 
authorized  and  voted  under  Mr.  Adams's  ad- 
ministration. From  the  mere  glance  at  this 
paper  it  will  be  seen,  that  from  1801  to  1802, 
the  expenditure  fell  from  the  above  sum  of 
$3,000,000,  to  $900,000,  marking  distinctly  the 
retrenchment  at  the  period  of  Mr.  Jefferson's 
accession.  The  first  year  properly  chargeable 
to  the  last  Administration  is  that  succeeding  the 
one  in  which  they  came  into  office,  viz:  1802. 
I  find,  also,  from  a  comparison  of  the  statements 
in  the  same  document,  that  the  most  extrava- 
gant year  of  the  secona  Administration  was  the 
year  1800 — ^the  year  after  I  first  had  the  honor , 
of  a  seat  in  this  House — when  the  expenditure 
amounted  to  $8,448,716.  The  most  extrava- 
gant year  of  the  last  Administration  was  the 
year  anoceeding  its  going  out  of  office,  the  ex- 
penses of  whi^  were  incurred  and  voted  by  it, 
viz :  to  the  atnount  of  $2,427,758. 

Against  the  administration  of  Mr.  Adams,  I,  in 
common  with  many  odiers,  did  and  do  yet  en- 
tertain a  sentiment  of  hostility,  and  have  re- 
peatedly cried  out  against  it  for  extravagance, 
and  for  profusion,  and  for  waste— wanton  waste 
—of  the  public  resources.  I  find,  however,  upon 
oonnderation — whether  from  the  nature  of  man, 
or  from  the  nature  of  things,  or  from  whatever 
other  cause-— that  that  Administration,  grossly 
extravagant  as  1  did  then  and  still  do  believe  it 
to  have  been,  if  tried  by  the  criterion  of  the 
enooeeding  one,  was  a  pattern  of  retrenchment 
and  economy ;  and  I  ask  the  House  to  put  the 
qoeation  to  themselves,  whether  we  are  likely 


to  see,  at  any  future  period,  an  Administration 
more  economical  than  that  of  which  we  have 
just  now  taken  leave  ?  And  this  I  say,  without 
meaning  to  cast  the  slightest  imputation  on  the 

E resent.  The  person  now  at  the  head  of  affairs, 
as,  at  least  in  one  respect,  conducted  himself 
in  his  high  office  in  a  spirit  dear  to  my  heart — 
it  Sa  the  spirit  of  a  gentleman.  The  first  session 
of  Congress  under  the  last  Administration  was 
a  period  of  retrenchment.  Throw  the  session  ' 
of  last  summer  out  of  the  question,  and  this 
must  be  the  session  of  reform  xmder  the  present 
Have  we  any  reason  to  conclude,  from  what  we 
have  seen  or  heard,  that  we  can  look  forward 
to  any  policy  more  economical  than  that  of  the 
Administration  of  which  we  have  just  taken 
leave  f  I  wish  it  to  be  clearly  understood,  tibat 
in  the  year  1800,  in  which  our  expenses  amount- 
ed to  $8,448,060,  we  had  three  44-gun  frigates ; 
six  frigates,  from  44  to  82 ;  two  of  82,  of  a  large 
size;  four  of  82,  smaller;  eight  from  82  to  20 ; 
three  sloops  of  war  and  four  brigs,  from  18  to 
16 ;  and  five  brigs  and  schooners,  from  14  to  12 
guns--employing  a  total  of  7,296  seamen.  This 
Administration,  too,  it  should  be  remarked,  not 
only  built  every  frigate,  every  vessel  of  respect- 
able force— yes,  sir,  built  them  from  the  stump 
— which  the  United  States  now  have,  but  many 
others,  which  have  been  since  sold,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds of  which  have  gone  into  the  Treasury. 
At  this  time,  then,  when  the  United  States  had 
this  formidable  force  afloat;  when  nearly  8,000 
seamen  were  employed ;  (I  know  the  documents 
onlv  state  7,800,  but  I  am  told  from  the  best 
authority  there  were  nearly  8,000 ;)  when  our 
flag  at  least  triumphed  in  our  own  seas ;  when 
we  had  nothing  of  that  system  of  drawing  with- 
in our  shell,  which  the  gentleman  from  Oon- 
necticnt  so  justly  derides;  when  we  had  not 
reached  the  softrshelled  state  in  which  we  were 
placed  by  the  non-intercourse  law; — at  tbat 
time,  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  cost  nearly 
three  millions  and  a  half,  makinff  for  each  sea- 
man about  $472.  I  know,  sir,  that  these  state- 
ments are  dry,  but  they  are  useful  in  proportion 
as  they  are  dry.  According  to  the  statement 
which  my  colleague  (Mr.  Bassbtt)  has  made, 
and  which  he  has  told  you  not  only  came  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  but  was  in  the  Sec- 
retary's own  handwriting,  the  number  of  sea- 
men which  he  had  last  year  in  employ  was 
2,728,  which  cost  the  nation  $2,427,000— for 
each  man  employed,  within  a  trifle  of  $9001 
Now,  sir,  if  every  seaman  under  the  last  Admin- 
istration cost  double  the  expense  which  was  in- 
curred for  the  same  man  under  the  preceding 
one,  if  the  same  system  is  continued,  we  have 
no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  seamen  next  vear 
will  cost  double  of  their  present  expense.  But, 
even  suppose  the  expense  to  remain  the  same 
as  it  now  is,  will  the  Representatives  of  the 
American  people  agree  to  mdntain  a  naval 
force  which  costs  us  $900  (within  $18)  per  man, 
the  use  of  which  no  man  has  attempted  to 
guess,  much  less  to  demonstrate! 
I  wish  to  be  indulged  in  a  littie  further  corn- 
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parative  political  economy.  I  believe,  sir,  that 
the  same  good  results  in  politics  from  compar- 
ing the  merits  of  different  Administrations,  that 
results  in  medicine  and  surgery  from  the  dissec- 
tion of  the  human  body — that  they  are  fairly 
to  be  tried  by  the  same  rules.  I  find,  then,  that 
in  the  year  1800  the  estimated  pay  of  the  offi- 
cers is  $391,000,  and  that  the  estimated  pay  of 
the  seamen  in  the  same  year  is  |81 8,000.  And 
yet,  sir,  by  the  estimate  now  before  me,  and 
which  any  gentleman  can  turn  to,  made  for  the 
year  1800,  the  subsistence  of  the  officers,  their 
pay,  and  that  of  the  seamen,  amounts  only  to 
$296,000— a  sum  less,  by  nearly  $100,000,  than 
the  estimated  pay  alone  of  the  officers  in  1800 
— while  the  expense  of  the  whole  Establish- 
ment approach  for  the  last  year  within  $1,000,- 

000  of  the  expense  of  the  year  first  mentioned. 

1  am  at  a  loss  to  account  for  these  manifest  in- 
consistencies, and  I  might  say  solecisms,  in  our 
political  arithmetic.  We  have  a  Navy  which 
we  are  told  employs  2,700  men,  which  costs 
within  a  third  as  much  as  a  Navy  employing 
nearly  8,000  men,  and  yet,  when  we  come  to 
compare  the  great  objects  of  expense — ^to  wit : 
pay  and  subsistenpe  of  the  officers  and  seamen, 
the  reward  of  valor  and  merit — ^we  find  a  con- 
trast which  I  believe  no  man  in  this  House  is 
prepared  to  explain. 

Now,  sir — ^for  the  whole  subject,  thank  God, 
is  now  before  us — ^let  us  look  at  the  expenses  of 
the  Marine  corps.  I  have  always  understood 
that  marines  were  necessary  in  proportion  to 
the  extent  of  the  Navy — that  such  a  force  is  put 
on  board  of  every  ship  of  such  a  number  of 
guns.  I  find  that  in  the  year  1800,  when  we 
had  nearly  forty  ships  of  war  in  commisEdon, 
manned  with  nearly  8,000  men,  the  expenses 
of  the  Marine  corps  amounted  to  $162,000 ;  and 
in  1809,  when  we  have  ten  or  fifteen  vessels  of 
all  sorts,  manned  with  2,800  seamen,  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Marine  corps  amounts  to  $211,000. 
And  yet,  sir,  if  we  look  at  the  items,  there 
does  not  seem  to  be  a  very  great  variation  be- 
tween some  of  the  most  important — for  instance, 
I  find  that  the  clothing  in  1800  was  estimated . 
at  $88,000,  in  1809  at  but  $82,000— and  yet, 
the  troops  whose  clothing  costs  $1,000  less, 
cost  in  the  aggregate  $50,000  more.  But,  if 
we  look  at  some  of  the  items  of  this  account, 
we  shall  be  struck  at  once  with  the  diflference. 
The  pay  and  subsistence  for  instance  in  1800 
was  $102,000,  in  1809  it  was  $160,000.  I  have 
been  at  the  pains  even  to  note  the  prices  of  the 
most  material  articles  of  provision,  and  find 
that  in  the  old  estimate  beef  is  rated  at  $18, 
pork  at  $14,  and  fiour  at  $10  per  barrel ;  while 
m  the  last  year  the  same  articles  stood  in  the 
estimate  of  $14,  $18,  and  $8.  The  material 
article  (flour)  being  much  lower  than  in  1800, 
and  tiie  market  value  of  the  others  also,  I  be- 
lieve the  inference  would  necessarily  follow, 
that  the  subf-istence  ought  to  have  been  cheaper. 
But,  sir,  look  at  their  establishment  at  the  navy- 
yard,  wid  I  believe  we  shall  want  no  ghost — 


certainly  no  argument  of  mine — to  show  the 
cause  of  this  difference  of  expense. 

Then  comes  the  navy-yards.  Of  these,  that 
of  Washington  alone  has  coet  nearly  one-half  of 
the  sum  expended  on  them  all.  Well  might 
my  colleague  say  it  was  worth  as  much  as  the 
whole,  when  it  had  cost  as  much ;  when,  indeed, 
we  have  witnessed  a  considerable  town — and 
the  most  flotirishing  town,  too,  in  this  wide  re- 
gion called  the  City  of  Washington — ^built  out 
of  the  public  treasury. 

Yes,  sir,  we  have  economized  until  we  abeo- 
lutely  have  reduced  the  annual  cost  of  a  seaman 
from  $472 — as  it  was  under  the  very  wasteful 
expenditure  of  Mr.  Adams's  administration — 
down  to  the  moderate  sum  of  $887 1  We  hare 
economized  until  a  paltry  fleet,  consisting  of 
vessels  built  to  our  hand — to  say  nothing  of 
those  that  have  been  sold,  and  the  warlike  stores 
of  which  have  been  retained  and  preserved ; 
which  fleet  was  built,  equipped,  and  every  cim- 
non  and  implement  of  war  purchased  nnder  the 
old  Administration — ^has  cost  us  $12,000,000, 
when  it  cost  the  preceding  Administration  but 
$9,000,000 1  Is  this  no  argument  for  redaction  f 
The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Duta) 
tells  you  he  does  not  wish  an  annihilation,  bnt 
a  reform  of  the  Naval  Establishment.  Sir, 
as  long  as  a  single  chip  remains  in  that  navj- 
yard,  you  will  never  see  any  thing  like  reform ; 
as  long  as  you  have  a  chip  of  public  property — 
one  chip  of  live  oak  belonging  to  the  United 
States — ^ou  will  have  a  man  riding  in  his  car- 
riage, with  a  long  retinue  and  depntiea  and 
clerks  to  take  care  of  it.  And,  sir,  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut  does  not  mean  ntterly 
to  disgust  the  people  of  the  United  States 
against  a  navy — ii  in  truth  he  is  a  friend  to  a 
navy — he  ought  to  join  and  pnt  down  this  navy- 
yard,  and  not,  with  my  friend  from  North  Car- 
olina, (Mr.  Maook,)  keep  it  up,  in  hopes  the 
enormity  of  the  evil  will  at  some  time  or  other 
correct  itselfl  Among  the*  many  reasons  oflfered 
to  this  House  for  retaining  the  various  parte  of 
this  Establishment,  no  one  said  a  word  in  &vor 
of  the  Marine  corps — ^that  went  tub  BiUntia^^ 
but  a  great  deal  was  sud  in  favor  of  Wadiing- 
ton.  We  were  told  that  our  fleet  might  be  Oo- 
penhagened^  and  that  it  was  therefore  neoeaBazy 
to  stow  it  away  here.  We  also  heard  of  the 
great  press  of  work  in  the  large  towns— dT  the 
mercantile  employ  which  there  came  in  compe- 
tition with  that  of  the  United  States.  I  bdieve, 
sir,  that  our  workmen,  and  men  of  all  descrip- 
tions, from  the  highest  to  the  lowest — I  speak 
of  subordinates — ^have  long  ago  found  the  tnith 
of  the  old  proverb,  that  "  The  King's  chaff  is 
better  than  other  men's  corn."  Bnt  it  seems^ 
that  in  order  to  get  a  commodity  cheap,  we  are 
not  to  go  where  it  is  to  be  had— oh  no,  there  is 
competition! — but  we  must  bring  workmen 
here  in  th&  mail-coach;  by  which  conveyance 
I  understand  not  only  Ivot  stock  for  the  navy- 
yard  but  copper  bolts,  and  such  light  orticiBS, 
are  sometimes  brought,  I  suppose,  to  get  out  of 
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the  way  of  competition — competition  in  the 
markets  of  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  where 
they  are  bought  at  private  sale.  In  tliis  way 
have  aeamen,  in  some  instances,  been  conveyed  ; 
and  unquestionably  every  material  of  ship  tim- 
ber and  naval  store  has  been  repeatedly  brought 
from  Norfolk  to  this  place  at  an  immense  cost, 
worked  up  here  by  men  collected  from  Balti- 
more, Philadelphia,  dee.,  in  order  that,  so  work- 
ed up,  it  might  go  back  to  Norfolk,  there  to  re- 
main. But,  sir,  if  our  object  really  be  to  pre- 
vent our  fleet  trom  being  Copenhagened^  we  had 
better  put  it  above  the  faJls  of  Niagara.  There 
it  would  unquestionably  be  most  secure,  unless 
the  party  on  the  other  side  of  the  lake  should 
fit  out  a  fleet  to  attack  it;  in  which  case,  I 
suppose,  we  must  resort  to  another  series  of 
measures  smilar  to  those  lately  adopted  for  the 
protection  of  commerce  and  the  Navv.  An 
embaiigo  to  protect  ships  of  war  1  This  is,  in- 
deed, putting  the  cart  before  the  horse.  We  are 
to  have  a  navy  for  the  protection  of  commerce, 
and  aU  our  measures  in  relation  to  it  are  calcu- 
lated on  the  basis  of  keeping  it  (poor  thing  I 
like  some  sickly  child)  out  of  harm's  way  I  On 
the  same  principle  (^  economy  on  whidi  the 
navy  yard  is  kept  up  here,  viz:  for  fear  that 
merchants  and  others  should  come  into  compe- 
tition with  the  Government,  I  presnme,  we  have 
sent  abroad  for  workmen  to  carry  on  the  public 
buildings.  Kthe  navy-yard  is  to. be  kept  up  here 
merely  that  it  may  be  under  our  eye,  I  would 
hnmUy  su^^est,  sir,  that  we  first  pluck  out  the 
beam  that  has  so  long  blinded  us.  We  need 
(ttly  to  do  that  to  see  this  building  foJling  to 
pieces  over  our  heads;  and  yet  an  enormous 
appropriation  is  called  for  towards  finishing  it, 
which  I  have  no  doubt  my  worthy  colleague 
(Mr.  Lewis)  will  press  very  strongly  before  the 
dose  of  the  session. 

I  had  forgotten  the  gnnboats ;  and  perhaps 
the  best  notice  which  can  be  taken  of  them,  is 
that  which  is  taken  on  some  occasions  of  other 
things — to  pass  by  them  with  contempt  They 
are  not  worth  bringing  into  account,  ex- 
cept for  their  expense.  Children  must  have 
toys  and  baubles,  and  we  must  indidge  ourselves 
in  an  expense  of  many  millions  on  this  ridicu- 
loos  plaything! 

Batt  sir,  the  sale  of  our  snperfluous  vessels 
met  with  the  high  objection  that  they  were  to 
be  purchased  up  by  Ohristophe  andPetion,  and 
that  the  constituents  of  my  colleague  (Mr.  Bas- 
snr)  are  to  be  terrified,  if  not  into  bodily  fear, 
at  least  out  of  their  peace  of  mind,  by  these 
veasds;  and,  at  the  same  time,  we  are  told  that 
Ohristophe  was  in  such  good  credit,  only  forty 
miles  ofij  that  vessels  are  building  at  Baltimore 
for  his  use;  and  yet,  sir,  no  gentleman  has 
brou^t  forward  a  bill  making  it  penal  to  sup- 
i4y  these  barbarians  with  ships  of  war  and  war* 
like  stores.  In  other  words,  sir,  to  avoid  the 
poBBabiKty  of  Ohristophe  and  his  seamen  foun- 
dering on  board  these  rotten  hulks,  my  colleagne 
would  much  rather  drive  him  into  Baltimore, 
wfaiare  he  can  purchase  good  vessds,  which  will 


answer  his  purpose  much  better  than  these 
frigates,  which  the  barbarians  wonld  not  know 
how  to  manage,  and  which  are  not  calculated, 
from  their  great  dranght,  for  predatory  warfare 
in  the  West  India  seas.  My  worthy  colleague 
has  given  us  a  curious  illustration  of  the  superi- 
ority of  naval  over  military  force,  by  comparing 
the  navy  of  Great  Britain  with  her  anny.  I 
suppose,  if  the  argument  were  retorted  on  my 
colleague  by  a  comparison  of  the  army  of  Bona- 
part  with  his  navv,  he  would  say  that  the  same 
amount  was  not  there  expended  upon  the  navy 
as  upon  the  army ;  whereas  in  England,  the 
amount  of  money  expended  on  each  is  equal. 
But,  does  not  my  colleague  know  that  one  and 
the  chief  cause  of  the  superiority  of  Uie  British 
navy  over  the  army,  is,  that  in  the  navy  men  rise 
by  merit — that  they  do  not  get  in,  to  use  a  sea- 
man's phrase,  at  the  cabin  windows — and  that 
the  army,  if  we  give  credit  to  the  Parliamentary 
investigation,  is  a  mere  sink  of  corruption — a 
mere  engine  of  patronage — a  place  in  which  a 
corrupt  commander-in-chief  acts  according  to  his 
vile  pleasure,  and  the  pleasure  of  all  the  pimps 
and  parasites  and  harlots  who  environ  him. 
This,  sir,  is  the  cause  of  the  superiority  of 
the  naval  over  the  military  force  of  Great 
Britain.  But,  wh^i  the  British  navy  shall  have 
effected  what  the  armies  of  other  nations  from 
time  immemorial  have  done — when  it  shall 
have  subjugated  whole  continent»-^then  will  I 
agree  in  the  sunerior  power  of  naval  over  mili- 
tary force.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
I  would  rather  vote  for  naval  than  mUitary 
force,  and  it  is  because  a  naval  force  has  not  the 
same  power  as  a  military  one.  I  have  never 
heard  of  a  despotic  power  created  by  a  nav^ 
force,  unless  perhaps  in  the  chieftain  of  a  band 
of  pirates. 

But  it  would  appear  that  the  politics  of  my 
unfortunate  friend  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Stantobd,)  who  sits  near  the  Speaker,  are  a 
mere  counting-house  business  of  pounds,  shil- 
lings, and  pence,  or  dollars  and  cents ;  that,  in 
fact,  the  spirit  of  lucre  is  transferred  from  the 
warehouses  and  counting-rooms  of  the  mer- 
chants to  the  tobacco-fields  and  cotton  planta- 
tions of  the  Southern  planters ;  and  that,  to  such 
a  pitch  has  the  patriotism  of  the  mercantile  class 
risen,  that  they  are  really  ready  to  sacrifice  one- 
half  of  their  property  for  the  protection  of  the 
Government  of  their  country.  If  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  (Mr.  Mumfobd)  will  per- 
mit me,  I  will  protest  against  this  idea.  I  have 
once  before  protested  in  company  with  that  gen- 
tleman, and  I  hope  he.will  permit  me  to  protest, 
even  when  I  have  not  the  sanction  of  his  re- 
spectable authority.  With  regard  to  the  poli- 
tics of  my  worthy  friend  from  North  Carolina, 
I  recollect  very  well,  in  the  days  which  were 
cfldled  the  days  of  profusion,  patronage  and  ter- 
ror, his  politics  were  not  of  that  minute  and 
microscopic  grade  that  no  scale  could  be  gradu- 
ated sufficiently  low  to  measure  them ;  that,  if 
his  republicanism  was  a  matter  of  pounds,  shil- 
lings, and  pence,  then  and  now,  it  was  not  that 
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sort  of  repnblicanism  which  was  too  oheap  to 
.  be  measured  by  the  value  of  the  smallest  known 
ooin,  even  by  a  doit  I  really  feel  something 
like  sympathy  with  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina — and  it  is  not  at  all  to  be  wondered 
at;  for  the  republicanism  of  that  gentleman 
used  to  be  that  which  I  always  have  professed 
— and  if  the  remark  applied  to  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  who  I  believe  is  not  yet 
quite  out  of  the  pale  of  the  political  church,  how 
much  more  forcibly  did  it  apply  to  an  unpar- 
donable political  sinner  like  myself  1  With  re- 
spect, sir,  to  this  patriotism,  or  this  republican- 
ism, that  has  left  the  tobacco  fields  and  cotton 
plantations,  and  taken  up  its  dwelling  in  the 
counting-house,  I  beg  leave  to  express  my  doubt 
of  the  fact  I  never  have  had  that  high  opin- 
ion of  the  mercantile  class  expressed  by  some 
gentlemen  in  this  House.  I  thmk  of  them  as  of 
other  men — ^that  in  proportion  to  the  tempta- 
tions to  which  they  are  exposed,  so  are  they 
virtuous  or  otherwise.  But,  rir,  I  have  not  and 
cannot  have  confidence  in  a  man  to  whom  the 
great  Emperor  has  given  a  paternal  squeeze, 
whose  property  is  sequestered  at  Bayonne  or 
8t  Sebastian — ^I  disclaim  any  thing  like  personal 
allusion ; -I  speak  of  a  class— I  cannot  have  the 
confidence,  on  the  subject  of  our  foreign  rela- 
tions, in  a  man  so  situated,  that  I  can  have  in 
the  planter  or  fanner  whose  property  is  growing 
on  his  land  around  the  house  in  which  he  night- 
ly sleeps — and  why  ?  Because,  mutatis  mutant 
dis^  I  should  not  have  the  same  confidence  in 
myself.  I  should  not  believe  it  possible,  .if  I 
had  rich  cargoes  under  sequestration  in  France, 
that  I  could  vote  free  from  the  bias  which  the 
jeopardy  of  that  property  would  throw  on  my 
mind. 

Sir,  I  have  been  very  irregular,  because  I 
have  been  compelled  to  follow,  not  the  current 
of  mv  own  ideas,  but  the  objections  started  by 
gentlemen  in  different  quarters,  and  (as  it  is  the 
Stshion  to  express  it)  on  different  sides  of  the 
House,  whom  I  have  found  united  against  the 
bill  as  reported  by  myself.  I  would  ask,  in  a 
few  words,  if  we  ought  to  continue  this  estab- 
lishment in  its  present  state  f  I  ask  if  it  is  ne- 
cessary ?  For  the  expense  of  a  navy  has  been 
proved  to  be  in  inverse  ratio  to  its  utility  To 
what  purpose  do  we  keep  up  the  Marines,  an- 
other branch  of  the  Establishment  f  If  I  am 
correctly  informed,  these  men  are  willing  to 
run  away  whenever  they  have  a  chance  to  de- 
sert—if they  can  get  an  opportunity — and  I  am 
willing  that  they  shall  quit  the  service  without 
being  exposed  to  be  brou^^t  to  a  court  martial 
for  desertion.  Nothing,  indeed,  was  said  on 
the  sutgect  of  the  Marine  corps,  when  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  (Mr.  Ksy\  moved  to 
strike  out  the  whole  section  of  the  bill  Fertile 
as  the  gentleman  may  be  In  reasons,  he  did  not 
offer  one.  He  must  have  supposed  it  to  be 
perfectly  correct  that  a  Marine  establishment 
should  be  kept  up  for  a  navy  employing  8,700 
seamen,  more  expensive  than  the  same  ei^b- 
lishment  for  a  navy  employing  8,000.  It  was,  in- 


deed, fiicetiously  urged  in  the  select  oommitlee, 
as  a  reason  why  these  men  should  be  retained, 
that  they  came  to  this  House  regularly  on  Sun- 
days to  serve  the  Lord — to  assist  at  the  weekly 
pageant  here  performed.  Sir,  far  be  it  from  me 
to  say,  or  even  to  thhdk,  with  the  Protector 
Cromwell,  that  this  is  a  House  where  the  Loid 
has  not  been  served  for  many  years.  But,  per- 
mit me  to  state,*  that  in  our  country,  it  Is  the 
practice  to  pay  no  man  out  of  the  public  purse, 
even  for  advocatiuff  the  cause  of  other  people 
with  the  Most  Hiffh,  much  less  for  advocadng^ 
his  own.  In  other  words,  that  when  men 
with  us  serve  the  Lord,  they  do  it  at  their  own 
expense. 

We  have  heard  to-day,  sir—and  I  hope  the 
report  of  Congress  at  their  next  session  will  ver- 
ify it— that  a  grant  of  power  to  the  Executive 
in  relation  to  any  subject — say  borrowing  of 
money— does  not  necessarily  imply  an  exercise 
of  that  power.  We  have  heard,  too,  that  not- 
withstanding the  power  devolved  on  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  by  the  bill  anthoriz- 
ing  him  to  borrow  to  an  amount  of  upwards 
of  five  millions  of  doUarSy  which  this  day  pass- 
ed this  House,  to  enable  the  Gk>vemment  to  get 
along,  we  shall  at  our  next  sesdon  probably  be 
presented  with  the  joyful  tidings  that  it  is  not 
necessary  to  make  use  of  the  power,  at  least  in 
its  full  extent;  but  it  depends  upon  oar  own 
act,  whether  this  expectation  be  realised  or  not. 
We  are,  in  this  instance  at  least,  of  that  descrip- 
tion of  prophets  who  have  it  in  their  power  to 
bring  about  the  event  they  predict  And  I  do 
earnest^  hope  that  the  House  will  not,  by  a 
disagreement  with  the  report  of  the  select 
committee,  insure  the  defeat  of  their  hope-— the 
nonfulfilment  of  the  prediction.  I  hope  we 
shall  take  up  the  subject,  and  go  through  with 
it ;  that  we  shall  account,  and  account  rationall  j 
too,  for  some  of  the  facts  at  least  which  I  have 
presented  to  the  House  this  day,  in  terms  ex- 
tremely defective,  I  know ;  but  the  time  was 
short — now  or  never — and  I  presented  them 
in  the  only  mode  in  which  I  could  possibly 
doit 

In  the  course  of  my  observations,  I  think  I 
forgot  to  mention  that  when  the  United  States 
kept  forty  sail  of  armed  vessels  afloat,  and  on- 
ployed  8,000  seamen,  we  had  no  navy-yards  at 
all.  If  we  had,  there  must  have  been  some  ex- 
traordinary oversiffht  committed  by  the  then 
Secretary  of  the  'masury ;  and  I  believe  poli- 
ticians were  not  any  more  apt  then  than  now 
to  omit  any  items  of  public  expense;  they 
crowded  in  all  they  could.  In  the  ertimato 
which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  there  is  no  item  of 
that  expense.  I  hope,  if  the  House  agree  (which 
Qod  forbid  1)  to  so  much  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  as  retains  the  ftigatea 
and  ships  of  war,  that  they  will  at  least  con* 
sent  to  put  down  the  navy-yard  at  this  place, 
and  break  down  the  supernumerary  Mflorinea^ 
Really,  sir,  I  am  fond  of  music,  but  I  do  not 
mean  to  grant  $311,000  <^  the  people's  money 
annually  for  a  song.    I  hope  at  least  that  the 
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Marines  will  be  reduced,  and  that  we  shall 
retain  at  least  not  more  navv-yards  than  ships. 
What  would  an  honest  Ducnman  in  the  West 
think  of  a  man  who  kept  as  many  stables  as 
horses,  and  thoee  of  the  most  expensive  con- 
stmction,  toof 

I  have  done,  or.  I  have  endeavored  to  dis- 
charge my  duty.  No  man  is  more  sensible  of  a 
ftUnre  in  the  manner  than  I  am;  but  I  will 
thank  any  one  to  convince  me  of  the  utility  of 
a  navy,  according  to  the  doctrines  and  practice 
of  the  new  school,  and  to  facts^  as  far  as  they 
have  been  stated. 

Mr.  Bassett  said  that  his  colleague  could  not 
always  adhere  to  the  principle  that  it  was  his* 
duty  to  ferret  out  everv  error.  Error  is  the  lot 
of  human  nature,  said  Mr.  B.,  and  no  one  is  in- 
fiillible.  Give  a  small  authority  to  day,  and  it 
will  increase  to  an  unexpected  amount  before 
to-morrow.  I  am  authorized  to  state  that  such 
has  been  the  case  in  the  Navy  Department; 
that  under  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Navy  large 
expenses  had  been  incurred ;  and  that  before 
he  left  his  office  he  commenced  a  reduction  of 
them.  Since  the  present  Seretary  (Mr.  Hamil- 
ton) has  been  in  office,  the  expenditures  have 
been  much  reduced.  In  the  navy-yard  at  this 
place,  for  example,  a  permanent  reduction  has 
been  made  in  the  expenses  to  the  amount  per- 
haps of  80  or  40  per  cent,  and  a  very  consider- 
able reduction  also  as  to  immediate  disburse* 
ments.  It  is  nevertheless  our  duty,  after  the 
suggestions  that  have  been  made,  to  commence 
a  thorough  investigation,  and  I  can  only  regret 
that  the  subject  has  been  introduced  to  our  at- 
tention at  so  kte  a  period  of  the  session.  In- 
stead of  regretting  what  has  been  said,  I  am 
glad  of  it,  and  hope  that  at  an  early  period  in 
tiie  next  session  an  investigation  will  be  made. 
Without  any  particular  direction  of  the  House, 
the  committee  of  the  Navid  Establishment 
thought  it  their  duty  to  examine  the  whole 
establishment  at  the  navy-yard  in  this  city.  All 
the  good  expected  firom  doing  so  was  to  convince 
them  that  the  eye  of  the  Government  was  upon 
them.  I  am  proud  to  say  that  not  only  my- 
adf;  but  every  gentleman  of  the  committee  with 
me,  was  much  pleased  with  the  appearance  of 
things  as  they  stood.  It  was  not  m  our  power 
to  investigate  minuties.  On  vidting  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Marine  corps  we  saw  every 
thing  in  order;  we  saw  the  armory  establish- 
ment, wherein  we  discovered  that  arms  which 
had  becoi  iigured  were  useftdly  and  hand- 
somely repaired.  As  well  as  we  could  discover 
by  the  eye,  every  thing  was  pleasing  to  my 
mindr— and  one  innovation  in  oisoipline  in  the 
Marine  corps  gave  me  very  great  satisfoction, 
viz :  the  snbstitntion  of  solita^  confinement  for 
personal  diastisement.  In  the  navy-yard,  the 
expense  of  which  has  been  much  complained  of, 
we  saw  great  piles  of  useful  buildinj^.  These 
were  not  constructed  without  cost  The  present 
establiflfament  there,  in  addition  to  store-nouses, 
Ac,  consists  of  an  extensive  forgery,  where  all 
the  iron  work  for  the  navy  is  done,  a  lead  foun- 


dry, a  brass  foundry,  where  articles  are  made 
out  of  worn-out  old  metals,  which  otherwise 
would  be  of  no  use.  I  was  desirous,  both  for 
my  own  information  as  well  as  that  of  the 
House,  to  procure  an  account  of  the  work  done 
at  the  navy-yard,  to  compare  it  with  the  ex- 
pense— for  that  is  the  only  way  of  fairly  es- 
timating the  value  of  the  establishment ;  but 
the  time  allotted  to  us  during  this  session  is  not 
sufficient  to  attain  that  object. 

Some  facts  I  wUl  also  mention,  which,  though 
not  firom  an  official  source,  ai'e  known  to  me  as 
matter  of  fact,  viz :  that  the  vessels  now  in  ser- 
vice have  been  lately  repaired  in  so  complete  a 
manner  that  they  are  worth  more  than  when 
they  were  built.  The  President,  the  United 
States,  the  Chesapeake,  Essex,  John  Adams,  and 
others,  were  repaired  at  the  navy-yard  at  this 
p^ace,  besides  the  Congress,  now  repairing. 
There  have  been  several  small  vessels  also  bnUt 
here.  In  short,  I  believe  that  since  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  navy-yard  here,  there  has  been 
but  one  vessel  repaired  any  where  but  at  this 
yard.  The  Constitution  was  repaired  at  Boston. 
When  we  come  to  get  the  account  of  the  ex- 
penses of  that  ship^s  repairs  and  compare  them 
with  the  expenses  of  repair  at  the  navy-yard 
in  this  dty,  we  shall  know  how  to  appreciate 
that  object  A  full  examination  of  it  would,  I 
feel  convinced,  entirely  reconcile  us  to  the  great 
amount  apparently  expended  here.  A  remark 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr. 
Daita)  here  applies  with  great  force :  that  it 
was  indispensably  necessary  to  economy  that 
there  should  be  system  and  order;  and  how 
shall  we  accomplish  that  object  but  by  regularly 
established  navy-yards  ?  Can  you  have  economy 
when  you  go  into  market  to  bid  for  what  you 
want?  Can  you  expect  system  and  order  unless 
you  pay  for  it?  lou  cannot  Money  is  well 
laid  out  if  it  be  done  with  honesty  and  integrity 
to  pay  for  system  and  regularity. 

I  did  not  yet  mention  one  particular  fact  on 
the  Bu^ect  of  naval  equipments,  which  I  should 
have  oone,  in  the  article  of  sail  cloth,  makins 
an  immense  difference  in  the  expenditure  of 
1799  and  1809.  The  gentlemen  acquainted  with 
the  prices  at  these  times  could  inform  the  com- 
mittee that  the  difference  in  the  prices  of  saU 
duck  is  somewhere  about  100  per  cent 

I  will  mention  another  fact :  that  although 
the  President  has  power  to  employ  5,000  sea- 
men, he  has  employed  but  2,700  men,  who  have 
received  bounties.  Sound  economy  would  au- 
thorize the  retaining  them  a  few  months  longer, 
till  we  come  here  again  in  the  fall,  till  we 
know  whether  it  be  proper  to  disband  them  or 
not 

Although  friendly  to  a  naval  force,  I  am  not 
for  keeping  up  any  great  naval  force  when  there 
is  no  appearance  of  danger.  At  the  present  evil 
time,  when  every  thing  is  uncertain,  I  am  not 
for  giving  up  one  sin^e  atom  of  defence.  If 
gentlemen  will  but  cast  their  eyes  along  our 
seacoast,  and  look  at  our  unprotected  waters,  at 
the  situation  of  my  particular  district,  they 
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-would  like  me  feel  the  necessity  of  some  float- 
ing security ;  they  would  feel  the  value  of  that 
peace  of  mind  necessary  to  mo  and  to  my  consti- 
tuents. With  these  observations  I  shall  dismiss 
the  subject 

Some  further  remarks  were  made  by  Mr. 
Hacon  and  Mr.  Randolph. 

The  question  was  stated  on  concurrence  with 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  striking  out  so 
much  of  the  bill  as  directs  the  unconditional 
sale  of  all  the  frigates  but  three. 

Mr.  Randolph  called  for  the  yeas  and  nay& 
on  this  question,  considering  it  the  pith  and 
marrow  of  the  business ;  and  as  the  vote  would 
show  who  were  the  navy  and  who  the  anti- 
navy  men  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Smilie  said  it  would  be  remembered  that 
his  olrject  in  voting  to  strike  out  this  part  of 
the  bill  was  to  introduce  the  amendment  he  had 
offered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  viz :  to 
place  the  Navy  on  the  same  footing  as  in  1806. 

The  following  wore  the  votes  on  concurrence 
with  the  Committee  in  striking  out  so  much  of  the 
bill  as  relates  to  the  frigates — ^yeas  76,  nays  82. 

So  that  part  of  the  bill  was  struck  out. 

The  first  section,  which  requires  the  dismissal 
of  all  the  seamen  in  service,  except  so  many  as 
sufficient  to  man  three  frigates,  &0.,  was  struck 
out — ^ayes  60. 

The  next  amendment  made  by  the  committee 
was  to  insert  ''Washington "  among  the  navy- 
yards  to  be  retained. 

The  yeas  and  nays  on  concurrence  with  the 
committee — 58  to  46. 

So  the  navy-yard  at  Washington  is  among 
those  to  be  retained. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  the 
section  of  the  bill  which  reduces  the  Marine 
Corps  to  two  companies. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  on  recurring  to  the  docu- 
ments he  found  the  price  of  the  ratio  in  1800 
to  have  been  28  cents,  whilst  in  the  last  year 
it  was  put  20 ;  so  that  rations  were  now  nearly 
a  third  cheaper  than  they  were  nine  years  ago, 
and  the  difference  in  the  expenses  of  the  Naval 
Establishment  was,  therefore,  the  more  unac- 
countable. I  had  also  taken  it  for  granted,  said 
Mr.  R:,  that  my  colleague  (Mr.  Bassett)  was 
right  in  his  statement  of  the  seamen^s  wages 
being  only  eight  dollars  per  month.  But,  sir, 
here  is  a  statement  on  the  subject — and  I  only 
wisli  that  in  the  estimate  of  last  year  we  had 
had  the  same  valuable  details  as  there  are  in 
the  estimate  of  the  year  1800 — ^for  the  estimate 
in  relation  to  the  Navy  Department  for  the  last 
year  is  most  shamefully  deficient,  as  I  could 
demonstrate  if  the  House  had  time  and  patience 
and  I  had  lungs.  I  find  that  there  is  in  this 
estimate  of  1800  a  minute  and  detailed  state- 
ment of  evexy  item  of  expense.  Instead  of  the 
wages  being  eight  dollars  then  and  twelve  now, 
as  my  colleague  has  been  told,  the  pay  was  then 
for  able-bodied  seamen  seventeen  dollars  per 
month,  ordinary  seamen  twelve,  and  boys  eignt ; 
so  that  this  saving  in  the  pay  does  not  account 
for  the  monstrous  difference.    I  have  not  time  I 


to  examine  into  the  article  of  duck,  but  1  be- 
lieve the  gentleman's  duck  wiU  not  swim  any 
more  than  the  rest  of  his  arguments. 

I  trusty  sir,  that  the  House  will  not  agree  to 
the  report  of  the  committee  for  this  reason : 
Referring  to  these  documents,  I  discover  that 
in  1800,  when  we  had  nearly  8,000  seamen,  ve 
had  890  marines;  and  in  the  year  1809,  when 
we  have  only  2,700  seamen  employed,  we  hare 
agreeably  to  estimate  precisely  the  same  nam- 
ber  of  690  marines.  It  would  appear  that  some- 
thing has  taken  place  to  render  this  species  of 
force  peculiarly  valuable,  or  that  these  gende- 
men  possess  a  very  successfhlart  of  keepijig  in, 
of  not  going  out  with  others.  And,  nr,  when 
I  recollect  the  statements  which  I  have,  heard 
on  this  floor  and  the  sources  whence  some  of 
them  have  probably  been  derived,  I  am  not  at  all 
surprised  that  this  navy-yard  and  this  Pnetorian 
camp,  and  everything  connected  with  it,  shoaM 
keep  up  to  the  old  height  when  every  thing  else 
has  diminished.  Eight  hundred  and  ninety 
men  1  Gall  them  900,  and  you  have  one  man* 
.ner  for  every  three  seamen.  I  have  no  doubt, 
if  the  House  act  on  the  principle  on  which  they 
have  done  heretofore,  that  we  shall  have  very 
polite  assurances  that  these  men  are  of  the 
greatest  imaginable  service  and  have  wrongbt 
wonders  in  defence  of  the  country,  but  I  can- 
not for  my  soul  understand  how  this  species  of 
force  goes  to  quiet  the  mind  of  my  colleague  or 
of  his  constituents  on  the  Chesapeake. 

I  have  done  my  duty  on  this  subject,  sir. 
From  whatever  motive,  of  that  motive  I  am 
alone  the  human  judge.  I  have  acted  the  part 
of  a  real  friend  to  the  Administration  of  this 
(Government  Like  my  friend  from  North  Caro- 
lina, I  belong  to  that  "  faction"  which  brought 
him  fi-om  a  minority  to  a  majority  on  the  Tery 
ground  I  now  occupy.  I  have  heard  before  (^ 
a  people  being  their  own  worst  enemies— but 
what  shall  we  say  to  an  assertion  that  persons 
selected  from  the  people  for  their  wisdom  and 
discretion,  should  bo  their  own  worst  enemies? 
Is  it  to  the  interest  of  the  Administration  that 
these  abuses  should  continue,  and  that  loans  and 
taxes  should  be  resorted  to  to  cover  themt 
Who,  sir,  are  the  true  friends—I  do  not  speak 
of  motives — who  in  fact  are  the  true  frienJs  of 
Administration?  Those  who  move  to  abolish 
and  retrench,  or  those  who  persevere  in  keeping 
up  such  establishments  and  resort  to  loans  and 
taxes  to  defray  the  expense  of  them  ?  Are  you 
willing  that  any  part  of  the  loan  authorized  by 
the  act  which  nnhappHy  passed  this  House  thk 
morning  should  be  borrowed  Ibr  the  P'"?^^ '^ 
keeping  up  as  many  marines  as  were  deemed 
necessary  in  1800,  for  treble  the  amount  of 
naval  force — and  we  then  sud  it  was  a  (Govern- 
ment of  profusion  and  patronage— yes,  air,  we 
heaped  a  great  deal  of  opprobrium  and  many 
hard  epithets  on  it  I  am  just  as  tired  now  of 
maintaining  idlers,  and  dissolute  idlers  too,  ont 
of  the  proceeds  of  my  property  as  I  was  when 
I  first  came  into  Congress — and  I  care  not 
wliether  it  be  under  the  Administration  of  a 
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Preradent  called  Repabliean,  or  of  a  man  called 
a  Federalist  I  could  repeat  the  very  words 
then  used.  I  do  say  that  I  never  see  one  of 
those  nseleas  drones  in  livery  crawling  on  the 
face  of  the  earth  that  my  gorge  does  not  rise — 
that  I  do  not  feel  sick.  I  see  no  reason  why 
we  should  not  maintain  stnrdy  beggars  in  rags 
as  well  as  beggars  of  another  description  in 
tinsel.  I  have  as  mnch  respect  as  any  one  for 
the  man  who  risks  his  life  in  his  country's  ser- 
vice—and I  have  shown  it ;  but  the  man  who 
has  drawn  on  a  livery  and  quartered  himself  on 
the  public  because  he  has  not  suflScient  capacity 
to  get  a  living  elsewhere,  I  will  not  foster. 
The  change  may  be  rung  to  the  end  of  time — 
gentlemen  may  talk  about  pounds,  shillings,  and 
pence,  as  long  as  they  please,  but  these  men 
shall  never  have  a  single  cent  of  money  with 
my  consent  I  wish  every  ploughman  in  the 
country  could  come  and  see  tnese  people,  keep- 
ing equipages,  living  in  splendor,  in  palaces  al- 
most— I  hiurdly  know  five  men  in  Virginia  who 
could  afford  to  live  in  such  a  house  if  their 
Others  had  left  it  to  them,  much  less  if  they 
had  it  to  build,  as  some  of  these  people  occupy 
1^  the  public  cost  But  because  this  proposi- 
tion for  reduction  is  made  by  a  somebody,  the 
cut  of  whose  face  or  the  cut  of  whose  coat  we 
do  not  like,  we  are  to  go  on  maintaining  these 
locusts  for  spite.  It  is  imposdble  to  prevent 
the  people  from  reading  this.  It  may  be  said 
these  are  Federal  lies.  Ten  years  ago  the  same 
things  wefre  said  to  be  Democratic  lies ;  but  they 
were  tested  by  the  most  enlightened  among  the 
people,  and  found  to  be  trudi — even  the  story 
of  Jonathan  Bobbins  was  then  all  a  Democratic 
lie.  You  are  to  keep  up  the  same  number  of 
marines  that  Mr.  Adams  kept  up,  but  you  main- 
tain them  at  one-fourth  greater  expense,  when 
not  a  man  who  hears  me  can  pretend  to  desig- 
nate the  service  they  perform.  I  fadow  you  may 
be  told  these  marines  may  be  useful  on  shipboard, 
which,  however,  has  not  relation  to  the  question 
before  the  House.  The  question  is,  how  many 
marines  are  necessary,  and  in  what  battles  are 
they  employed!  BecoUect,  sir,  that  in  this  es- 
timate of  the  expenses  of  these  marines,  the 
Prntorian  camp  erected  for  thdr  accommoda- 
tion is  not  taken  into  question — ^nor  do  I  believe 
there  is  a  man  in  the  House  who  can  guess  with- 
in a  hundred  thousand  dollars  what  it  has  cost 
I  cannot — ^I  do  not  even  know  the  authority 
under  which  it  was  built  I  suppose  it  was 
erected,  like  some  other  public  buildings,  with- 
out law,  by  authority  unknown  to  the  law. 
Tea,  rir,  and  this  is  the  place  for  Aaron  Burr 
and  such  choice  spirits.  When  they  wish  to 
torn  us  out  of  the  House,  where  do  they  look 
but  to  men  who  are  incarcerated  and  would 
ran  away  at  a  bare  invitation,  much  more  would 
Mow  a  military  leader  to  plunder,  to  office,  to 
cordons  and  legions  of  honor  ?  I  cannot  con- 
sent to  retain  them.  I  feel  in^gnant — I  feel 
mortified  at  the  conduct  of  that  part  of  die 
Hohae  of  Bepresentatives  calling  itself  Bepub- 
ham — because  I  believe,  sir,  that  the  hint  given 
You  IV.— 16 


by  my  worthy  friend  from  North  Carolina,  has 
been  taken  by  the  gentlemen  of  another  denom- 
ination, and  they  have  thrown  their  weight 
so  equally  on  both  sides  as  to  poise  the  balance 
— they  have  worked  a  sort  of  political  equation 
there.  Tes,  sir,  we  must  have  fifty  per  cent, 
increase  of  the  present  ad  vctlor&m  taxes,  and 
an  additional  third  upon  molasses  and  brown 
sugar,  upon  the  articles  on  which  the  poorest 
families  on  the  seaboard  make  their  daily  meal 
— and  in  return  we  shall  have  a  man,  the  tex- 
ture of  whose  coat,  whether  homespun  o^  im- 
ported, you  cannot  tell  for  the  gold  lace  with 
which  it  is  covered,  and  an  establishment  of 
marines  at  an  expense  of  more  than  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars — ^and  whom  to  protect  ? 
To  protect  the  constituents  of  my  worthy  col- 
league, in  the  ei^joyment  of  their  peace  of 
mind  ?  When  you  consider  in  what  manner 
every  daim  of  merit  is  treated  in  this  House- 
when  you  consider  the  poverty  and  misery  in 
which  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  live,  from  whose 
earnings  you  daily  take  a  part,  I  hope  yon  will 
pause  and  reflect  before  you  dispose  of  one  doit 
of  this  sum  on  such  objects.  Why,  sir,  should 
a  poor  man  laboring  out  of  doors  not  be  suffer- 
ed to  take  his  breakfast  or  give  it  to  his  children 
without  paying  a  tax  to  the  Government,  in 
order  that  the  man  who  does  not  labor,  and 
whose  head  is  of  no  more  use  to  the  community 
than  his  arms,  should  live  in  idleness  ? 

But,  unfortunately  for  myself^  I  have  been 
here  too  long — ^I  have  seen  the  profits  made  by 
individuals  with  no  other  visible  resources  than 
the  cheese-parings  and  candle-ends  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  and  it  has  got  to  that  now  that  ever}' 
branch  of  our  establishments  has  become  a  de- 
partment— ^we  have  almost  got  a  door-keeping 
departmentr— not  only  in  this  House  but  else- 
where. But  all  I  have  said  is  wrong,  very 
wrong — we  are  all  Bepublicans.  all  Federalists 
— all  is  right — ^this  is  all  an  idle  clamor,  made 
to  effect  a  given  purpose.  Sir,  I  might  go  on 
and  compare  these  two  books  of  1800  and  1809 
and  take  up  every  item  of  expense,  military, 
naval,  or  civil — ^the  civil  branch  of  the  Army 
as  well  as  the  military,  the  civil  as  well  as  the 
naval  branch  of  the  Navy— they  are  all,  all  alike. 
In  this  book  (the  estimate  of  1800)  is  such  a 
detailed  statement  that  the  value  of  every 
ration  is  stated,  and  l^e  amount  of  force  in  de- 
taU.  What  have  we  here,  in  the  estimate  of 
last  year?  In  relation  to  the  Navy  you  have 
some  three  or  four  pages.  I  really  had  not  a 
conception,  till  I  came  to  examine  it,  that  there 
could  be  such  a  difference  between  the  estimates 
of  1800  and  1809.  But  if  I  am  overruled, 
which  I  think  highly  probable  from  the  appear- 
ance of  things,  we  difdl  have  the  satisfaction,  in 
case  I  return  here  next  year,  and  Messrs.  Pepin 
and  Breschard  give  their  attendance,  of  a  fine 
band  of  music  to  entertain  the  audience — ^and 
for  this  undoubtedly  the  good  people,  the  fisher- 
men of  Marblehead,  and  the  planters  of  Vir- 
ginia, will  be  proud  to  pay  $260,000.    But  this 
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is  all  riglit — ^it  is  all  Kepublioanism  t  All  Fed- 
eralism! 

Mr.  W,  Alston  spoke  in  fevor  of  redncing 
them,  and  Messrs.  Lyon,  McKim,  Basbett,  and 
Dana,  against  it. 

The  question  on  concurring  with  the  com- 
mittee in  striking  ont  this  section  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  49,  nays  48. 

So  the  section  for  redncing  the  marines  was 
stricken  out. 

A  motion  haying  been  made  by  Mr.  Randolph 
to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  disband  the  master 
commandanta  now  belonging  to  the  Nary, 

Mr.  MoKdc  said  he  should  like  to  know  the 
gentleman^s  reason  for  getting  rid  of  them. 
The  gentleman  had  appealed  to  the  Hooseto 
know  why  they  would  retain  them  ?  The  ontu 
prohandiy  however,  lays  with  the  gentleman 
himself.  He  ought  to  show  why  they  should 
be  dismissed.  Mr.  McK.  said  he  did  not  like 
to  vote  in  the  dark.  His  vote  given  wiUiout 
knowledge  might  derange  the  whole  system. 
He  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Randolph,)  from  his  extensive  knowledge  on 
the  subject  would  favor  them  with  the  reasons 
why  these  men  should  be  dismissed. 

Mr.  Boyd  said  he  did  not  rise  to  make  a  long 
speech  but  to  tell  the  House  that  he  felt  much 
imposed  upon  by  the  comparisons  made  between 
the  late  and  Federal  Administrations.  If  I 
were  to  do  all  this,  said  he,  I  might  get  into  the 
newspapers  and  make  believe  that  I  am  the  first 
man  m  the  nation ;  but  I  take  things  as  I  find 
them.  The  former  Administration  may  have 
acted  rightly  in  their  day;  but  reason  is  to 
guide  us.  Sir,  is  it  parliamentary,  is  it  gented, 
or  agreeable  to  common  sense,  that  a  hundred 
and  forty  men  should  sit  here  listening  to  what 
one  man  says,  and  he  having  recourse  to  papers 
in  every  one's  readi?  I  had  rather  consult  tiie 
papers  for  myself:  for  I  should  not  garble  them, 
taking  ju^  what  suited  me,  but  should  read 
the  wnole.  No  doubt  gentlemen  do  what  they 
think  answers  their  own  purpose  and  I  what 
answers  mine ;  and  my  purpose  is  the  good  of 
the  nation.  If  a  larger  navy  was  necessary,  I 
should  vote  for  it ;  if  an  army  of  thirty  thou- 
sand men  was  wanted,  I  should  vote  for  it.  Sir, 
have  we  no  lights  to  defend  ?  There  never  has 
been  a  time,  in  my  opinion,  since  the  Gk>vem- 
ment  was  formed,  that  so  preposterous  a  propo- 
sition was  offered  as  this  one  to  reduce  the 
Army  and  Navy  at  this  time— for  what?  Are 
the  orders  and  decrees  altered?  I  understand 
all  Spain  is  in  a  state  of  blockade.  For  what 
have  you  given  money  to  build  fortifications? 
Pounds,  shillings,  and  pence,  are  the  order  of 
the  day — we  sell  a  little  tobacco,  a  little  cotton 
— and  our  independence  goes  to  wreck.  But 
gentlemen  even  on  their  own  principles  go  to 
work  the  wrong  way.  If  they  submit  to  get  a 
little  this  year,  they  will  get  less  the  next,  de- 
pend upon  it.  I  think  it  my  duty  to  speak  in 
this  open  manner— not  to  please  gentlemen,  but 
for  my  country's  good. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  in  reply  to  the  gentleman 


from  Maryland,  who  wished  to  know  why  he 
wanted  to  get  rid  of  the  masters  commandant, 
that  it  was  because  there  never  had  been  a 
reason  assigned  in  this  House  for  their  creation. 
The  act  which  established  them  had  come  from 
the  other  House  at  the  end  of  a  seanon ;  it  had 
not  originated  in  this  House,  and  he  had  never 
heard  a  reason  assigned  in  £avor  of  them-^and 
he  had  no  knowledge  that  the  pubUoaervioehad 
sufiTered  from  the  want  of  them  daring  the  whole 
of  Mr.  Adams's  Administration,  and  more 
especially  not  from  the  4th  of  March,  1801,  to 
April  1806.  That  gentlemen  who  voted  against 
the  proposition  to  reduce  the  Army  and  Navy, 
said  he,  should  vote  against  my  amendment  is 
nothing  more  than  natural ;  and  I  snppoee  if 
those  averse  to  reduction  had  been  put  on  the 
committee,  we  should  have  had  no  such  bill  re> 
ported.  If  gentlemen  who  voted  for  the  general 
proposition  that  it  is  expedient  to  rednoe  the 
Army  and  Kavy  are  willing  to  be  held  op  as 
bowing  the  knee  to  foreign  powers,  let  it  be 
so.  They  were  a  large  and  certainly  not  dis- 
reapectable  minority.  I  feel  no  sensibility  on 
the  subject  Ihe  House  may  act  as  it  pleases ;  in 
whatsoever  manner  it  may  act  it  will  not  affect 
my  vote  or  conduct.  I  stand  here,  as  I  always 
have  done,  and  always  will  do,  on  ground  inde- 
pendent of  all  party  considerations.  If  thb 
amendment  be  submission  to  the  belligerents, 
what  is  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Smilik,)  which  is  acknovl- 
edged  to  go  ftirther  in  reduction  than  the  bill 
as  first  reported?  It  is  in  vain  to  oppose  a  re- 
duction of  the  Army  and  Navy  on  the  ground 
of  submis^on.  Gentlemen  should  prove  that 
they  are  resistance.  What  redstanoe  do  they 
afford  against  their  decrees  or  confiscation  t 
Have  they  taken  a  single  man  out  of  a  ship  of 
war,  or  one  man  out  of  the  dungeons  of  Paris  or 
Arras  ?  lliis  is  as  plain  a  question  of  expedi- 
ency as  whether  you  will  alter  the  time  of  hold- 
ing theoourts  of  the  State  of  Maryland  or  any 
other  question.  Mr.  R.  had  however  some 
expectations  that  they  diould  have  some  war 
roeeches  on  this  occasion,  and  they  had 
them  accordingly.  They  had  heard  aome  on 
the  general  proposition  for  reduction,  and  one 
this  morning  from  the  gentleman  from  Teones* 
see  (Mr.  Rhxa)  on  the  bill.  Was  it  proposed 
now  to  declare  war  ?  Was  it  believed  that  the 
gentleman  from  Penney Ivania  (Mr.  Sima)  vu 
disposed  to  submit  to  the  belligerentat  That 
the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  Hoose 
were  divided  on  that  subject,  as  they  were  upon 
the  question  of  the  reduction  of  the  ^^* 
Was  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetta,  (Mr. 
QuiNOT,)  who  represented  the  town  of  Bo8t«Ji 
so  strenuous  an  advocate  at  this  mcHneot  vx 
war  (and  he  supposed  especially  f<nr  war  with 
Enghind)  that  he  was  obh^  to  oppose  a  re- 
duction on  that  ground?  Wasfhe  gentleman 
from  Maryland  (Mr.  Kbt)  who  represented  the 
adjacent  district,  in  the  same  belligerent  tem- 
per? Did  he  too  oppose  this  proposition  on 
the  ground  of  resisting  the  belligereats  or  of 
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making  war  with  England  ?  The  very  moment 
anj  political  tonch-stone  was  brought  to  test 
the  objections  to  the  bill  which  the  committee 
had  offered,  they  dissolved  at  once,  and  the  op- 
position to  it  resolved  itself  into  the  principle 
of  eld  Federalism.  It  was  nothing  dbe.  It 
was  office!  patronage  I  expenditure  of  public 
money !  And  hence  it  was  said  (and  for  no 
other  cause  whatever)  that  these  strange  votes 
were  seen.  The  gentleman  from  Connecticut, 
perhaps  the  only  member  or  one  of  the  very 
few  on  that  side  of  the  House  who  had  a  seat 
on  this  floor  during  the  Administration  of  Mr. 
AdamS)  opposed  the  bill  because,  as  he  had  told 
the  hoTise,  he  nreferred  his  old  principles — ^they 
had  triumphed  over  his  recent  disgust,  though 
even  he  acknowledged  that  great  abuses  had 
taken  place.  The  gentleman  had  declared  that 
he  would  stick  to  his  old  principles ;  and  I,  said 
Ifr.  Bandolpk,  am  for  sticking  to  mine ;  and 
my  two  friends  from  North  Carolina  (Messrs. 
Macox  and  Stanford)  who  were  also  members 
under  Mr.  Adams's  Administration,  stick  to 
their  old  principles,  and  I  will  venture  to 
say  will  never  relinquish  them.  It  has  not 
effected  a  change  in  the  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut, that  he  and  his  friends  are  out,  nor  a 
change  in  my  friends  from  North  Carolina — ^I 
win  not  say  that  they  are  in  the  power,  for  of 
that  they  have  not  much  to  boast ;  but  'that 
their  Jrimds  are  in  power.  And  why  should 
this  clamor  be  raised  on  the  question  whether 
you  win  or  will  not  make  a  formal  renunciation 
of  the  old  articles  of  political  faith  ?  Although, 
on  reconsideration,  perhaps  I  have  no  cause  to 
be  surprised,  and  ought  to  pardon  gentlemen. 
It  is  a  sitnation  in  which  no  man  likes  to  be 
placed,  to  be  brought  up  and  compelled  either 
to  forc^  present  gratification  or  make  a  formal 
renunciation,  something  like  the  Christian  at 
Algiers,  who  hesitates  whether  he  wiU  put  on 
the  turban  and  share  the  plunder  of  the  day,  or 
consent  to  abide  by  those  principles  which  he 
received  from  his  parents  and  from  heaven. 
No  doubt  there  are  many  who  would  infinitely 
prefer  to  slip  over  or  slide  under  this  question ; 
and  I  am  therefore  glad,  sir,  that  the  decision  of 
the  chairman  has  enabled  me  to  present  the 
chalice  to  their  lips  and  compel  them  to  swal- 
low it  to  the  dregs. 

Mr.  Rhea  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Yir^ 
ginia  held  no  obnoxious  cup.  to  him ;  for  he 
should  vote  against  the  gentleman  with  the 
greatest  imaginable  pleasure.  As  to  all  that 
had  been  said  about  patronage,  it  had  no  weight 
with  him.  He  had  no  relation  in  office,  nor  did 
he  ever  expect  to  have  one.  He  had  no  object 
in  view  but  the  well-being  and  safety  of  the 
nation.  He  was  unwilling  to  give  the  least 
evidence  of  a  determination  to  relinquish  any 
kind  of  opposition  (though  it  was  scarcely  ap- 
parent) to  the  wrongful  doings  of  other  nations 
against  the  United  States.  He  had  madQ  no 
war  speech ;  if  he  had  intended  that,  he  should 
have  made  rather  a  different  speech  from  any 
the  Hoose  had  heard  from  him  yet    If  they 


went  on  in  this  way  he  said  they  would  hold 
out  an  inducement  to  all  the  marauders  in  the 
universe  to  come  and  plunder  the  trade  of  the 
United  States  as  they  pleased.  He  repeated 
that  he  did  not  make  war  speeches;  but  he 
thought  our  situation  required  a  war  speech 
against  somebody — he  would  not  say  who.  We 
have  indeed,  said  he,  had  sufficient  provocation 
for  war ;  and  I  say  now,  as  I.  have  said  often 
before,  that  had  we  taken  a  proper  stand  at  a 
former  time,  the  United  States  would  have 
avoided  all  their  present  difficulties.  But  so 
long  as  we  go  on  as  we  have  gone,  and  encour- 
age a  peace  in  war  and  a  war  in  peace,  so  long 
as  the  Federalists  teach  us  to  acauiesce  in  afi 
the  iniquitous  decrees  of  the  belligerents,  so 
long  will  our  difficulties  continue.  X  shall  vote 
to  continue  the  Navy,  and  I  hope  that  this 
proportion,  and  anv  other  to  reduce  the  Navid 
Establishment,  will  be  negatived ;  for  on  this 
establishment  depends  the  protection  of  our 
maritime  border,  and  safety  of  the  people  upon 
and  near  it.  It  may  be  said  that  I  and  my  con- 
stituents are  safe,  but  I  will  act  for  others  who 
are  not  so. 

Mr.  Dajta  congratulated  the  House  that  the 
only  point  of  controversy  now  with  gentlemen 
who  had  heretofore  complained  so  loudly  of 
Federalism,  was.  that  in  coming  up  to  tiie  mark 
of  Federalism  they  should  not  do  it  with  so 
much  violence  as  to  go  beyond  it  He  thought 
it  would  be  well  if  our  relative  expenditures 
could  be  brought  back  to  the  worst  year  of  Mr. 
Adamses  Administration,  and  our  measures  as 
to  foreign  affurs  to  the  first  eight  years  of  the 
Federal  Administration,  whicn,  when  it  re- 
solved, did  it  so  sincerely  and  so  unalterably. 
He  congratulated  the  nation  that  it  was  no 
longer  an  argument  against  a  measure  that  it 
had  been  adopted  by  those  called  Federalists : 
he  rejoiced  that  this  slang  of  party  was  scouted 
from  the  House — that  it  was  no  longer  a  piece 
of  artillery  successfully  wielded  on  all  sides. 
He  hoped  it  would  forever  be  dismissed,  and 
th^t  gentiemen,  convinced  of  their  error, 
would  come  up  and  place  their  recantation  on 
record.  If  for  the  same  sum  as  was  expended 
for  those  objects  by  the  Federal  Administration 
they  could  obtain  the  same  number  of  fighting 
men  on  land  and  water,  he  thought  they  would 
make  an  extremely  good  bargam,  when  com- 
pared with  the  state  of  things  which  now  ex- 
isted. Until  this  sesfidon  he  sud  he  had  been 
unapprised  of  the  enormities  of  expenditure  in 
the  Navy  Department  for  so  littie  effect;  that 
there  had  been  so  much  of  waste  and  so  much 
done  instrumental  to  the  extension  of  patron- 
age. He  wished  it  however  to  be  understood 
that  he  deemed  it  essential  that  those  who  conk- 
pose  the  main  body  of  the  Army  and  Navy, 
those  on  whom  the  brunt  of  the  battie  fall& 
those  who  stand  in  the  front  of  danger,  should 
be  well  paid,  well  fed,  and  well  dad,  in  such  a 
manner  that  one  need  not  blush  to  see  them  on 
parade  appearing  like  the  ragged  recruits  of 
Sir  John  Falstaff.    When  he  saw  the  soldier 
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placed  in  this  unfortunate  situation,  and  the 
squalid  unfortunate  troops  pointed  at  as  objects 
of  pitj,  and  when  this  situation  was  the  result 
of  a  want  of  attention  in  those  who  had  the  care 
of  them,  he  could  scarcely  give  utterance  to  his 
indignation. 
Mr.  D.  said  he  did  not  feel  disposed  to  dimin- 
\  ish  the  number  of  fighting  men  afloat  at  the 
'  present  time ;  though  he  was  not  iufluenced  at 
aU  by  the  resolution  which  the  House  had 
passed  not  to  submit.  He  had  sometimes 
thought  that  they  had  passed  too  many  resolu- 
tions to  be  resolute.  Ko,  sir,  said  he,  if^  when 
we  were  insulted  on  the  water;  i^  when  a  Brit- 
ish squadron  remained  in  our  waters  in  defi- 
ance of  our  laws,  we  had  made  use  of  our  navy, 
our  ofiScers  and  men  would  have  done  their 
duty ;  but  it  was  then  deemed  more  expedient 
to  deal  in  paper  than  in  powder  and  shot.  I 
feel  that  we  have  gone  far  enough,  and  too  far, 
in  the  downhill  course  of  debasement ;  by  much 
too  far.  I  would  dismiss  all  this  parade  of 
words.  I  really  would  cease  to  think  to  terrify 
the  French  or  British  nation  by  them.  Although 
those  nations' have  hated  each  other  for  years, 
they  look  up  to  each  other  with  reveren.ce,  be- 
cause they  know  that  victory  would  be  glorious. 
I  wish,  too,  that  we  should  proceed  in  such  a 
manner  as  that  our  actions  sliould  not  wear  the 
appearance  of  gasconade,  and  that  we  should 
march  up  to  the  works  with  a  steady  eye.  I 
think,  sir,  that  the  population  and  strength  of 
the  United  States  and  their  commercial  capital 
being  augmented,  it  may  be  proper,  after  a 
lapse  of  ten  years,  to  have  a  Peace  Establish- 
ment somewhat  extended  beyond  the  former; 
and  I  am  therefore  against  so  great  a  reduction 
as  is  proposed. 

On  motion,  the  House  then  adjourned — 41 
to  88 — ^at  six  o^dock,  after  a  sitting  of  eight 
hours. 


Thubsdat,  April  26. 
Seduction  of  the  Nia/vy. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business. 

Mr.  Smiux  moved  the  following  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  sections  stricken  out: 

"And  further,  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authoriaed  to  keep  in 
actoal  servioe  as  many  of  the  frigates  and  other  pub- 
lic anned  vessels  a»  in  his  jnd^ent  the  nature  of 
the  service  may  require,  and  to  cause  the  residue  to 
be  laid  up  in  ordinary  in  convenient  ports ;  Provided, 
the  whole  number  of  officers  and  seamen  shall  not 
exceed  that  fixed  by  the  act  *  in  addition  to  the  act, 
sapplementary  to  the  act,  providing  for  the  Naval 
Peace  Establishment,  and  for  other  purposes,'  passed 
the  2l8t  day  of  April,  1806." 

Mr.  S.  spoke  in  support  of  his  motion,  and 
remarked  that  it  would  produce  a  saving  in 
the  next  year's  expenditure  of  near  a  million  of 
dollars. 

Mr.  BaooXj  after  observing  that  the  amend- 
ment now  offered  would  go  to  reduce  the  num- 


ber of  seamen  in  servioe  to  two  hundred  and 
ninety -five,  a  number  smaller  tiian  that  author- 
ized by  the  bill  as  originally  reported,  as  it 
would  not  man  more  than  one  frigate,  three 
armed  vessels,  and  the  twenty-two  gunl^oats  at 
New  Orleans,  moved  to  amend  the  section  by  in- 
cluding also  the  seamen  (five  hundred  addi- 
tional) authorized  by  the  act  of  the  8d  day  of 
March,  1807, 

Mr.  Rhea  said  that  this  proposition  amounted 
to  just  the  same  as  the  original  biU,  as  respected 
the  number  of  men  to  be  employed.  He  asked 
whether  it  was  proper  to  ask  this  House  to  do 
(in  other  words  to  be  sure)  that  which  they 
had  the  day  before  refused  to  do.  This  was  no 
time  for  those  who  voted  to  increase  the  Navy 
to  vote  to  reduce  it.  What  reason  had  been 
given  for  such  a  course?  Gentlemen  had  said 
that  they  believed  if  nobodv  attadb^ed  us,  we 
should  attack  nobody,  and  that,  therefore,  we 
should  have  no  war.  Gentlemen  might  have 
some  internal  evidence,  incomprehensible  to 
him,  that  we  should  continue  in  a  state  of 
peace,  or  might  have  some  reasons  evid^it  to 
themselves ;  but  unless  these  reasons  were  con^ 
municable,  Mr.  B.  said  he  could  not  consent  to 
the  amendinent.  They  had  been  told  that  there 
was  no  such  thing  as  a  disposition  in  this  House 
to  go  to  war.  How  had  this  indisposition  for 
war  got  into  the  House  ?  *  Mr.  R.  oould  not  ac- 
count for  this  dread  of  war.  He  said  he  bad 
not  the  least  disposition  to  give  evidence  of 
submission  to  foreign  powers  by  putting  down 
the  small  naval  force  we  have;  for  doing  so 
would  evince  our  apathy  and  indisposition  to 
protect  our  rights.  If  we  go  on  in  this  manner, 
said  he,  we  shall  be  the  prey  of  every  picaroon 
on  the  ocean.  We  shall  become  a  prey  to  our 
black  neighbors  of  St.  Domingo.  For  what 
reason  are  we  to  subject  even  our  coasters  to 
plunder  and  abuse?  To  save  money!  Why, 
sir,  if  we  do  it  we  shall  be  plondered  to  an 
amount  sufficient  to  fit  out  a  littie  navy.  At 
least  let  us  defend  ourselves  against  these  black 
people  of  St.  Domingo.  We  snail  have  nothing 
to  prevent  the  barbarian  cruisers  from  coming 
on  our  coast,  and  there  is  hostOity  enough  in 
£urope  aganist  us  to  set  tiiose  people,  as  well  as 
the  cruisers  from  St.  Domingo,  a^^st  ua.  The 
reduction  will  not  comport  with  the  safety  of 
the  nation.  The  House  has  already  declared 
by  its  vote  that  it  will  not  sell  any  of  the 
frigates.  Will  it  contradict  itself  by  taking 
away  the  seamen  ?  Now  that  our  naval  force 
consists  of  picked  men  and  the  very  best  offi- 
cers, I  am  unwilling  to  disband  them  and  pick 
up  men  just  as  they  are  wanted.  I  am  utteiiy 
against  any  reduction  now,  when  we  have  no 
evidence  of  better  times ;  for  we  have  no  official 
information  before  us  to  that  effect 

Mr.  Bassbtt  said  he  was  about  to  have  pro* 
posed  an  amendment,  but  was  prevented  from 
so  doing  by  Mr.  Baoon^s.  He  wished  to  retain 
the  first  part  of  Mr.  Smius^s  amendment,  and 
to  add  to  it  a  proviso  that  the  number  of  sea* 
men  should  not  exceed  two  thousand  seven  hntt- 
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dred  and  twenty-three,  (the  number  now  in 
eerrioe.)  The  effect  of  the  amendment  thus 
amended  would  be  to  ^ye  to  the  President  an 
aothoritj  which  he  has  not  now,  to  cause  the 
frigates  to  be  laid  up  at  any  time  he  thought 
proper. 

Mr.  TAI.LMADOE  spoke  of  the  obscurity  in 
which  the  amendment  was  involved  by  a  refer- 
ence to  so  many  different  laws.  He  could  not 
vote  for  it,  he  said,  unless  he  could  under- 
stand it 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Baoo;^,  Mr.  Biolie 
modified  bis  motion  by  making  the  proviso  to 
read  as  follows :  ^  Provided,  That  the  number 
of  seamen  and  boys  to  be  retained  in  service 

shall  not  exceed ."    This  blank  Mr.  Ba- 

coK  proposed  to  fill  with  one  thousand  five 
hundred. 

Mr.  Baitdolph  said  he  was  afraid,  after  the 
pledge  that  this  House  had  given  to  reduce  the 
l^aval  Establishment,  that  that  pledge  was  not 
to  be  redeemed ;  that  the  whole  business  was 
to  end  in  smoke,  unless  some  pitiful,  paltry  re- 
trenchment, to  the  amount  of  a  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  was  made  to  enable  them  to  swear 
by — to  say  here  and  out  of  doors,  and  to  en- 
able the  public  prints  to  say,  that  they  had  re- 
duced the  Naval  Establishment  It  is  a  matter 
of  fact  raid  Mr.  B.,  that  when  the  Administra- 
tion of  Mr.  Adams  went  out  of  power,  they 
made  the  only  reform  which  has  ever  taken 
place  in  the  Naval  Establishment  of  the  United 
btates,  and  that  at  the  succeeding  session  no 
reform  was  made.  The  act  of  the  8d  of  March, 
1801,  authorized  the  President,  when  the  situa- 
tion of  public  affairs  in  his  judgment  should  ren- 
der it  expedient,  to  cause  to  be  sold  all  the  ves- 
sels of  the  Navy  except  the  frigates  of  the  United 
States,  GonstitutioiL,  President,  Chesapeake, 
Philadelphia,  Oonstellation,  Congress  New  York, 
Boston,  Essex,  Adams,  John  Adams,  and  Gen- 
eral Greene ;  and  of  that  number  the  President 
was  further  authorized  to  lay  up  all  except  six. 
To  the  vessels  laid  up  were  attached  one  sailing 
master,  one  boatswain,  one  gunner,  one  carpen- 
ter, ana  one  cook,  one  sergeant  or  corporal,  and 
eight  marines,  and  from  ten  to  twelve  seamen, 
according  to  tiie  size  of  the  frigate. .  This  was 
the  act  which  we  found  already  passed  when 
we  came  into  power — ^I  do  not  wish  to  be  ar- 
rogant, but  say  we  to  save  circumlocution.  Bv 
the  same  act  were  retained  in  service — ^mark 
that,  sir — nine  captains,  thirty-six  lieutenants, 
and  one  hundred  and  fifty  midshipmen,  to  re- 
ceive only  half  pay  when  not  in  actual  service; 
and  the  officers  dismissed  under  that  Act  (and 
a  very  considerable  number  they  were)  received 
four  months'  pay  in  addition  to  their  other 
emoluments  as  a  gratuity  on  quitting  the  public 
service.  This  is  the  act  on  which  we  proceeded ; 
and  under  that  act  you  will  find  that  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Navy  amounted,  in  1802,  to 
$915,000.  Well,  sir,  it  seems  we  were  then  of 
opinion  that  even  our  predecessors  had  in  one 
branch  of  reform  gone  far  enough.  It  was  not 
my  opinion;  but  it  was  the  opinion  of  a  ma- 


jority of  this  House  and  of  the  other.  In  1808 
the  President  was  authorized  to  buy  or  build 
four  vessels,  to  carry  not  exceeding  sixteen  guns 
each,  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce  in  the 
Mediterranean,  and  towards  this  object  $96,000 
were  appropriated.  It  was  not  until  1803  that 
any  increase  took  place  in  the  naval  establish- 
ment left  us  (if  the  expression  may  be  pardoned) 
by  the  Federalists.  We  had  slept  long  enough, 
I  suppose,  on  reform,  and  we  made  this  little 
addition.    But,  sir,  in  the  unfortunate  year  of 

1806,  the  memorable  year  of  the  schism,  as  it  is 
called,  the  year  of  non-importation-act  memory, 
in  that  year  when  we  had  a  war  message  against 
Spain  on  the  table,  and  a  message  of  a  different 
character  locked  up  in  the  drawer — ^in  that 
year  we  passed  an  act  which  has  been  quoted, 
by  which  we  repealed  the  second  and  fourth 
sections  of  the  act  to  provide  for  the  Naval 
Peace  Establishment ;  that  is  to  say,  we  undid 
the  reform  which  had  been  carried  into  execu- 
tion by  our  predecessors — with  a  very  ill  grace, 
I  acknowledge,  and  at  the  very  last  time  of  ask- 
ing, on  the  8d  of  March,  1801.  late  at  night— it 
was  a  forced  put,  no  doubt  or  it — we  passed  an 
act  in  which  we  repealed  the  second  and  fourth 
sections  of  that  act,  and  added  to  the  ofiScers  of 
the  Navy  as  follows :  instead  of  nine  captains,  to 
which  number  the  Federal  Administration  had 
reduced  them,  and  which  number  we  believed 
for  four  years  to  be  amply  suflficient,  we  added 
five  new  captains — and  yet  we  ought  to  recol- 
lect that  in  the  interim  between  these  two  acts 
the  frigate  Philadelphia  had  been  wholly  lost, 
and  another  frigate  (the  General  Greene)  re- 
tained in  the  service  by  the  act  of  the  8d  of  March, 
1801,  worse  than  totally  lost,  as  any  one  may 
see  who  will  go  and  look  at  her  remains  in  the 
navy  yard — so  that  the  number  of  ofiScers  made 
by  Congress  in  1806  was  in  the  inverse  ratio  to 
the  number  of  ships,  and,  with  two  frigates  less, 
we  determined  to  have  Aye  captains  more. 
This  same  act  of  April  21st,  1806,  only  doubled 
the  number  of  lieutenants.  The  act  of  the  8d 
of  March,  1801,  reduced  the  number  to  thirty- 
six  ;  the  act  of  1806  repealed  that  reduction  and 
authorized  the  appointment  of  seventy-two 
lieutenants — it  is  true,  sir,  that  the  same  act 
made  no  addition  to  the  number  of  midshipmen, 
nor  to  the  number  of  ordinary  seamen  then  in 
service.    Then  again  the  act  of  the  8d  of  March, 

1807,  added  to  that  number  five  hundred  sea- 
men, making  the  whole  number  of  seamen 
1,426.  Subsequently  they  have  been  increased 
by  the  act  of  January  81,  1809,  as  the  House 
knows,  to  2,700 — and  an  increase  is  authorized 
to  the  number  of  5,000,  with  800  additional 
midshipmen.  I  do  hope  that  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  and  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  will  be  prepared  to  give  this 
House  some  reason,  when  we  have  not  added  a 
single  frigate  to  the  number  retained  by  the 
act  of  1801,  when  we  have  even  lost  two  of 
those  retained  by  that  act,  when  several  others 
are  almost  in  the  last  stage  of  decay,  why  we 
should  require  five  captains  more  than  the  Fed- 
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eral  AdmiDistration  reqaired  for  a  greater  num- 
ber of  vessels,  and  why  we  shoald  double  the 
number  of  lieutenants?  In  other  words,  why 
the  number  of  officers  should  now  be  fixed 
agreeably  to  the  act  of  April  21, 1806,  rather 
than  that  of  the  8d  of  March,  1801  ?  Sir,  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has  already  de- 
monstrated to  the  House,  and  I  am  thuikful  to 
him  for  it — ^I  know  with  what  authority  any 
statement  comes  from  that  gentleman — ^that  the 
real  protection  afforded  to  the  constituents  of 
my  worthy  colleague  by  the  bill,  as  reported  by 
the  select  committee,  is  greater  than  that  afforded 
by  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania—that is  to  say,  that  it  would  keep  a 
greater  number  of  seamen  employed,  with  fewer 
officers  to  be  sure,  because  we  rotain  only  as 
many  as  we  want.  The  efficient  protection  af- 
foitled  by  the  bill  as  it  origuially  stood  is  great- 
er at  a  less  expense — ^because  that  branch  of  die 
naval  service  of  which  I  have  been*  compelled 
to  present  so  hideous  a  picture  to  this  House  is 
left  by  the  amendment  untouched.  My  worthy 
colleague  (Mr.  Bassett)  sttited  yesterday — and 
I  confess  it  was  quite  novel  to  me ;  I  felt  so  as- 
tonished at  it  as  not  only  to  be  unable  but  abso- 
lutely to  forget  to  reply  to  it — that  before  he 
left  the  Department,  the  ex-Secretary  of  the 
Navy  had  commenced  a  system  of  economy, 
which  system  it  seems  is  now  prosecuting  with 
renovated  vigor  by  the  present  Secretary — the 
mantle  of  Elijah  has  descended  on  the  shoulders 
of  his  successor.  I  am  sorry,  sir,  to  differ  with 
my  worthy  colleague  on  so  many  points  ;  but  I 
am  really  not  sorry  that  circumstances  have 
put  it  in  my  power  to  prove,  from  the  most  in- 
contestable authority,  that  where  I  have  the 
misfortune  to  differ  from  him,  I  am  most  indu- 
bitably supported  by  facts.  Now,  sir,  the  first 
year's  expenditure  under  the  late  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  was  $915,000.  Even  in  that  year  the 
appropriation  was  exceeded,  and  we  had  to  pass 
an  appropriation  bill  to  make  up  the  deficit ; 
and  from  that  time  to  his  going  out  of  office, 
the  expenditure  of  that  department  has  regular- 
ly increased.  The  second  year,  the  expenditure 
was  $1,246,000;  tiie  next  year,  $1,278^00;  the 
next  year  (and  this  was  the  year  the  Philadel- 
phia was  taken — she  was  taken  about  December, 
1808,  and  that  year,  I  believe,  was  about  the  most 
vigorous  of  the  war)  the  expenditure  was  $1,697,- 
000 ;  the  next  year,  $1,649,000 ;  the  next  year, 
$1,722,000;  the  next  year,  $1,884,000;  the  next, 
two  millions  and  a  half  within  a  trifle.  Now, 
sir,  this  is  a  specimen  of  such  economy  as  does 
not  suit  my  taste,  nor,  I  beHeve,  the  taste  of  the 
people  of  this  country.  I  believe  it  is  in  proof 
and  in  the  recollection  of  every  member  of  ex- 
perience on  this  floor,  that  that  Department  has 
long  ago  passed  into  a  proverb  of  prodigality 
and  waste ;  and  if  my  honorable  colleague  wiU 
give  himself  an  opportunity  to  probe  it,  he  will 
find  such  was  the  met  Wiih  respect  to  the  pres- 
.ent  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  have  the  best  rea- 
son to  believe  that,  on  his  coming  into  office,  he 
did  take  various  steps  to  introduce  reform  into 


the  civil  branch  of  the  department— in  regak^ 
ing  and  checking  the  pursers,  for  instance. 

Sir,  a  few  days  ago  a  bill  was  before  this 
House  for  appropriating  a  small  sum  of  $20,000 
to  prevent  the  most  precious  archives  not  only 
that  this  country  but  that  any  other  cooutiy 
possesses,  the  evidence  of  the  titles  of  oor  po- 
litical independence,  the  title-deedb  of  the  gmt 
American  family,  the  great  charters  of  oor 
liberty,  from  destruction.  The  gentJenum  from 
Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Smiue)  did  on  that  oocaaon 
vehemently  oppose  this  bill,  and  on  this  ground 
—(the  bill  was  brought  in  by  a  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts— Mr.  Quinot)  that  thoogh  then 
was  no  impropriety  perhaps  in  gentlemen  on 
that  side  of  the  House  voting  for  unneceauy 
expenditures  of  the  public  money,  which  in  the 
present  unexampled  state  of  the  Treasorj,  might 
tend  to  embarrass  the  Government— a  strtnge 
doctrine  to  be  sure — ^yet  it  did  not  become  him 
to  do  it.  I  do  hope  tiiat  the  worthy  gentlemaa 
from  Pennsylvania,  who  could  not  find  it  in  his 
heart  to  loosen  the  purse-strings  of  the  nation 
for  the  purpose  of  preserving  &e  valnable  ar- 
chives of  the  country,  and  which,  if  another  fire 
should  break  out  in  the  building  at  the  oth«' 
end  of  the  palace,  between  this  time  and  the 
next  session  of  Oouffress,  might  beirredeemahlj 
destroyed,  for  whicm  those  who  were  the  cause 
of  the  destruction  would  have  been  answerable 
— ^if  he  would  not  vote  money  for  this  objec^  I 
hope  he  wiU  not  insist  upon  exceeding,  in  poiat 
of  expense,  as  rektes  to  the  Navy,  the  reifonn 
which  our  predecessors,  the  Federalist^  made 
before  they  went  out  of  office,  whidi  we  ac- 
cepted at  their  hands  and  were  contented  to 
practise  on  for  four  years,  and  not  compel  ns  to 
go  into  unnecessary  and  wanton  expaues  an- 
thorized  by  the  act  of  April,  1806— when,! 
have  no  hesitation  in  nuUdng  the  assertion,  and 
am  prepared  to  prove  it,  a  material  change  was 
eflfected  in  the  principles  of  those  in  Adminis- 
tration, such  as  I  knew  them,  and  such  as  they 
were  practised  upon  for  about  the  term  of  fom* 
years,  when  we  began  to  find  that  patronage 
was  a  very  comfortable  thing,  that  office  was 
desirable,  that  navies  were  not  the  bugbear  we 
had  thought  them,  and  that  armies  were  very 
good  depositaries  for  our  friends  and  relati?^ 
and  dependents  who  had  no  better  resomroe  ^ 
therefore,  move  to  amend  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  so  as  to 
reduce  the  Navy  to  the  standard  of  the  act 
of  1801. 

This  is  indeed,  said  he,  a  novel  situation  m 
which  I  find  myself— it  is  unprecedented.  Little 
did  I  believe  that  the  time  would  ever  come 
when  it  would  be  my  lot  thus  to  press  economy 
upon  a  Republican  minority — ^to  intreat  that 
they  would  come  down,  not  to  any  ideal  imag- 
inary standard  of  perfection — ^not  to  any  the- 
oretical proposition  of  mine — ^but  that  in  prac- 
tice tJiey  would  come  down,  on  the  ^'^y®^^ 
naval  expenditure,  to  the  standard  established 
by  their  Federal  predecessors:  and  that  too 
when  we  have  lost,  as  I  stated  before,  the 
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Philadelpuia  and  General  Greene,  and  when,  I 
bdiere,  the  John  Adams  is  in  a  condition  that 
I  will  not  attempt  to  describe — I  understand 
this  vessel  is  so  cnt  down  and  metamorphosed 
that  nobodjr  knows  what  to  make  of  her ;  that 
she  retains  nothing  of  her  former  character. 
When  I  make  this  motion,  sir,  I  do  it  with  an 
intention  of  moving  other  amendments  to  other 
sections  of  the  bill,  so  as  to  make  the  service  of 
the  United  States  in  relation  to  the  navy-jards 
and  marine  corps  comport  with  the  redaction 
which  will  have  taken  place,  provided  I  have 
the  good  fortune  to  succeed. 

Mr.  R.  then  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Smilib's 
proposition  bj  adding  the  following : 

"And  that  the  President  ahall  retain  m  the  Netj 
nrvioeof  the  United  States  nine  oaptains,  thirty-six 
lientenants,  and  one  hnndied  and  fifty  midshipmen, 
inRlmding  those  employed  on  board  of  the  frigates  and 
other  onned  vessels  to  be  kept  in  service ;  and  that 
he  be  anthorixed  to  dlschaige  all  the  other  officers  in 
the  Navy  service  of  the  United  States ;  but  such  of 
file  aforesaid  officers  as  shall  be  retained  shall  be  en- 
titled to  receive  no  more  than  half  their  monthly  pay 
daring  the  time  when  they  shall  not  be  under  orders 
for  actual  service.  And  provided  /uKAer,  That  all 
file  commissioners  and  warrant  officers  who  shall  be 
discharged  as  aforesaid  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 

months'  pay  over  and  above  what  may  be  due 

to  them  respectively  at  the  time  they  were  dis- 
efaaiged." 

Mr.  Johnson  expressed  his  hope  that  the 
House  would  come  to  some  decision,  without 
consuming  more  of  the  time  of  the  House  in  de- 
bate. 

Mr.  SmuB  said  he  was  seriously  in  favor  of  a 
reduction  in  the  Navy,  and  was  therefore  op- 
posed to  Mr.  Bakdolph's  amendment  to  his 
amendment 

After  some  further  remarks  of  Messrs.  Ran- 
dolph and  Dana  in  favor  of  a  reduction,  and 
Messrs.  MoEnc,  Boyd,  and  Bhsa  of  Tennessee 
against  it,  the  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Ran- 
dolpb'b  motion  to  amend  Mr.  Smiuh^s  amend- 
ment, and  negatived — ^yeas  86,  nays  67. 

Mr.  Newton  then  said  he  was  anxious  to  do 
his  duty ;  but  could  not  consent  to  stay  here 
when  one-third  of  the  House  at  least  had  de- 
serted their  seats  and  fatigue  oppressed  the 
remainder.  He  therefore  moved  to  a4Joum.— 
Ganied — yeas  60,  after  seven  hours'  sitting. 


Fudat,  April  27. 
MortalUy  of  the  Troops  at  Terre  aux  Bmf, 
Mr.  KswTON,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  mortality 
which  prevailed  in  the  detachment  of  the 
army  ordered  for  the  defence  of  New  Orl^ms, 
made  a  long  report,  accompanied  with  various 
depoflitians  and  other  papers.  The  report  con- 
dodea  as  follows : 

''The  committee,  from  a  knowledge  which  thev 
have  acquired  of  the  climate  of  New  Orleans  and  or 
tiM  eosn^  snrronnding  it,  and  from  the  facts  stated 


in  the  depoations,  are  of  oinnion  that  the  mortality  in 
the  detatchment  ordered  to  New  Orleans  is  to  be  as- 
cribed to  the  following  causes ; 

"  Ist.  The  detachment  consisting  of  new  levies. 

"  2dly.  The  insalubrity  of  the  climate,  the  sum- 
mer and  autumn  of  the  year  1809  being  unusually 
sickly. 

<*  ddly.  To  the  nature  of  the  ground  on  which  the 
detacfaiment  was  encamped  at  Terre  aux  BcBuf,  and 
the  detention  of  it  at  that  place  during  the  whole  of 
the  summer,  contrary  as  the  committee  conceive  to 
the  instructions  contained  in  the  letter  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  bearing  date  the  30th  of  April,  1809. 

*'  4thly.  To  the  want  of  sound  and  wholesome  pro- 
visions and  of  vegetables — ^the  want  of  an  hospital 
and  of  hospital  stores  and  medicines. 

(« 5thly.  The  excessive  fatigues  to  which  the  troops 
were  subjected  in  clearing,  ditching,  and  draining  the 
ground  on  which  they  were  encamped. 

"  6thly.  To  the  want  of  repose  during  the  night, 
owing  to  the  troops  not  being  provide  with  bars 
and  nets  to  protect  them  from  the  annoyance  of 
musquitoes. 

"  7thly.  The  want  of  cleanliness  in  the  camp,  the 
nature  dT  the  position  rendering  it  almost  impracti- 
cable to  preserve  it 

*'  8thly.  The  sick  and  well  being  confined  to  the 
same  tents,  which  neither  protected  them  sufficiently 
from  the  heat  of  the  sun,  nor  kept  them  dry  from 
dews  and  rains.** 

The  report  and  documents  were  ordered  to 
be  printed. 


Satubdat,  April  28. 
BtdAt/ttion  qf  the  Nany. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  reducing  the  Naval  Establishment  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  SioLiE^s  amendment  was  modified  so  as 
to  fix  the  number  of  officers,  &c.,  to  be  retained 
in  service,  as  follows :  thirteen  captains,  nine 
masters  commandant,'  seventy-two  lieutenants, 

midshipmen  itnd seamen,  ordinary 

seamen  and  boys. 

Mr.  Mtaifobd  agun  moved  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject  indefinitely 
— lost,  yeas  40,  nays  64. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  to  strike  out  the  num- 
bto  thirteen,  nine,  and  seventy-two,  in  the 
amendment,  being  desirous  of  reducing  the 
officers,  if  any  part  of  the  establishment 
Motion  lost,  ayes  40,  noes  46. 

Mr.  N.  R.  MooBB  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question  on  Mr.  Smilib^s  amendment 

And  the  question  was  taken  on  that  part  of 
it  which  authorizes  the  President  to  keep  in 
service  so  many  of  the  armed  vessels  as  he  may 
think  proper,  and  to  lav  up  the  rest  in  ordinary 
in  convenient  ports.  This  part  of  thei  amena- 
ment  was  agreed  to — ^yeas  61,  nays  88. 

The  second  clause  of  Mr.  Smileb's  amend- 
ment being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  Smujb  moved  to  fill  the  blank  for  the 
number  of  midshipmen  with  ^  one  hundred  and 
fifty''  (about  hi^  the  number  at  present  in 
service)— Agreed  to,  ayes  51,  noes  87. 
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The  question  was  stated  on  fillihg  the  blank 
for  the  number  of  seamen  to  be  retained  with 
"two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty- 
three,'^  as  moved  by  Mr.  Babsett,  and  rejected, 
yeas  46,  nays  52 ;  also  the  question  was  taken 
on  filling  with  2,000,  and  r^'ected,.  yeas  89,  nays 
66 ;  also  on  filling  with  1,400,  which  was  car- 
ried;  and  the  House  then  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  May  1. 
General  Wilhinsan. 

Mr.  BuTLEB,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  Brigadier  Gene- 
ral, James  Wilkinson,  rose  to  make  a  report. 

The  question  on  reading  the  report  was  taken 
and  carried,  58  to  82. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  resoln- 
tioa  of  the  4th  instant,  directing  an  inquixy  into  the 
condnct  of  Brigadier  General  James  Wilkinson,  in 
relation  to  his  having  at  any  time,  while  in  the  ser- 
yioe  of  the  United  States,  cormptly  received  money 
from  the  Government  of  Spain,  or  its  agents,  or  in 
relation  to  his  having,  during  this  time  aforesaid, 
been  an  aocompHoe,  or  in  any  way  concerned  with 
the  agents  of  any  foreign  power,  or  with  Aaron  Burr, 
in  a  project  against  the  dominions  of  the  King  of 
Spain,  or  to  difonember  these  United  States,  and  to 
inquire  generally  into  the  condnct  of  the  said  James 
Wilkinson,  as  Brigadier  General  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  report,  that  they  have  had  under  con- 
sideration the  several  subjects  of  inquiry,  and  have 
investigated  them  to  the  utmost  of  their  power  since 
the  time  of  their  appointment,  but  from  the  limited 
period  in  which  they  have  acted,  and  from  the  ex- 
tensive and  complicated  nature  of  the  subjects,  they 
are  under  the  necessity  of  stating  that  they  have  not 
been  able  to  make  any  thorough  and  conclusive  in- 
vestigation of  the  objects  of  their  inquiry. 

Such  testimony,  however,  as  they  have  been  able 
to  procure,  they  beg  leave  to  submit  as  part  df  this 
report,  and  which  may  be  referred  to  under  the  fol- 
lowing heads  and  order : 

In  relation  to  the  first  objects  of  inquiry,  to  wit : 
the  receipt  of  money  by  General  Wilkinson  from  the 
Spanish  Government  or  its  agents,  refer  to  the 

[Here  follows  a  list  of  papers,  19  in  number.] 

In  relation  to  the  second  object  of  inquiry,  to  wit : 
the  oonnection  of  General  Wilkinson  with  the  agents 
of  Spain  in  a  project  to  dismember  the  United  States, 
refer  to  the 

[Here  follows  a  list  of  11  papers.] 

In  relation  to  the  third  object  of  inquixy,  to  wit : 
General  Wilkinson's  connection  with  Ajut>n  Burr,  re- 
fer to 

[Here  follows  a  list  of  14  papers.] 

In  relation  to  the  fourth  point  of  inquiry,  to  wit : 
the  conduct  of  General  Willmison.  as  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  refer  to  the 

[Here  follows  a  list  of  6  papers.] 

The  committee  think  proper,  also,  to  submit  the 
following  papers  relating  to  tobacco  and  other  com- 
mercial transactions  in  which  General  WUkiosoo  was 


concerned,  from  the  month  of in  the  yeir  1788, 

to  the  month  of in  the  year  1790,  to  wit: 

[Here  follows  a  list  of  10  papers.] 

In  making  the  last  preceding  statement  the  com- 
mittee b^  leave  to  remark,  that  from  an  examina- 
tion of  the  sentence  of  the  military  court  of  inqniiy, 
ordered  at  the  request  of  General  Wilkinson,  ud  of 
which  Colonel  Burbeck  was  President,  it  appean 
that  the  tobacco  transactions  of  General  WiUdxinn 
at  New  Orleans  in  1789  and  1790  oonstitated  a 
material  part  of  that  inquiry,  and  that  a  copy  of  an 
account  current  was  laid  before  the  said  ooort  bj 

General  Wilkinson  and  designated  by  No. ^  sad 

several  letters  accompanying  said  aocoont,  sapposed 
by  the  court  to  be  in  the  handwriting  of  Philip  No- 
Ifuid,  the  agent  of  General  Wilkinson. 

The  committee  conceiving  that  the  pi^ters  ooUect- 
ed  by  the  said  court  would  aid  them  in  their  innsti- 
eation,  made  application  for  those  papen  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  but  were  unable  to  obtain  them, 
they  having  been  taken  from  the  office  by  Genenu 
Wilkinson,  as  appears  from  the  deposition  of  John 
Smith,  chief  clerk  in  the  War  Offioe.  The  commit- 
tee then  directed  a  subpoena  to  General  WiUdnton,  r»- 
quiring  him  to  send  or  produce  all  the  papers  which 
had  been  used  or  collected  by  the  said  oonrt,  in  ob«- 
dience  to  which  General  Wilkinson  sent  to  the  com- 
nuttee  a  packet  of  papers  which  did  not  contain 
either  the  account  and  letters  referred  to  m  the  aen- 
tence  of  the  court,  or  the  defence  of  General  Wilkin- 
son, nor  have  the  committee  been  able  to  procmv 
them,  and,  consequentiy,  have  not  had  it  in  their 
power  to  compare  the  accounts  herewith  exhibited 
with  those  which  were  laid  before  the  militaxy  conrt 
of  inquiry.  For  the  further  elucidation,  refer  to 
Walter  Jones*s  deposition,  marked  W.  J. 

The  oomnuttee  also  submit  the  depositioii  of 
Daniel  W.  Coxe,  authtoticating  the  papers  to  irfaich 
he  specially  refers,  marked  D.  W.  C. 

Mr.  Gholbon  observed  that  the  reading  of 
the  docaments  accompanying  the  report  wooM 
take  until  midnight,  at  least^  and  he  hoped  there 
would  be  no  objection  to  dispense  with  the 
reading  of  them. 

No  one  objecting,  the  reading  of  the  docn- 
ments  was  dispensed  with,  and  the  whole  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Adjournment, 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  appointed  a  com- 
mittee on  their  part,  jointly  with  sach  com- 
mittee as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  this 
House,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  inform  hun  of  the  proposed  receas 
of  Oonffress. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resdu- 
tion  from  the  Senate  to  appoint  a  joint  commit- 
tee to  wait  on  the  President,  and  acquaint  him 
of  the  proposed  recess  of  Oongress ;  and  the 
same  was  concurred  in  by  the  House:  and 
Messrs.  Cbawford  and  Roanb  were  appointed 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate,  having  completed  the 
legislative  business  before  them,  are  ready  to 
adjourn. 

Mr.  Cbawvobd,  irom  the  joint  committee  to 
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[H.  OF  R. 


▼ait  on  the  President  of  the  Hmted  States,  and 
infonn  him  of  the  proposed  recess  of  Congress, 
reported  that  the  committee  had  performed 
tlut  eervice,  and  that  the  President  informed 
them  that  he  had  no  farther  oommnnication  to 
make  to  Congress  daring  the  present  session. 
Ordered,  That  a  message  he  sent  to  the  Sen. 


ate  to  inform  them  that  this  House  are  now 
ready  to  a^onrn ;  and  that  the  clerk  do  go 
with  the  said  message.  * 

The  clerk  accordingly  went  with  the  said 
message ;  and,  heing  returned,  the  Spbakeb  ad- 
jonm^  the  Honse  until  the  first  Monday  in 
Decemher  next. 
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ELEYENTH  CONGRESS.-THIRD  SESSION. 


BEGUN   AT   THE  CITY  OF  WASHINGTON,  DECEMBER  S,   1810. 


PEOOEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE. 


Monday,  Deoember  8, 1810. 

The  third  Beesion  of  the  eleventh  Congress, 

conformably  to  the  Ooostitntion  of  Government 

of  the  United  States,  commenced  this  day ;  and 

the  Senate  assembled  at  the  city  of  Washington. 

pbebknt: 

Nicholas  Gilmak  and  Chablbs  Cutts,  from 
Kew  Hampshire. 

Ohaitnoet  Goodbioh  and  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
from  Oonnecticnt. 

Jonathan  Robins«n,  from  Vermont 

Obadl/lh  Gebman,  from  New  York. 

Michael  LbIb,  from  Pennsylvania. 

OuTEBBBrooE  HoBSET,  from  Delaware. 

Samuel  Smith,  from  Maryland. 

William  B.  Giles,  from  Virginia. 

John  Gaillabd,  from  Sonth  Oarolina. 

William  H.  Obawfobd  and  Ohablbs  Tait, 
from  Georgia. 

John  Pope,  from  Kentucky. 

Alexandeb  Oampbell,  from  Ohio. 

John  Gaillabd,  President  pro  tempore^  re- 
snmed  the  chair. 

The  number  of  Senators  present  not  being 
sufficient  to  constitute  a  quorum,  the  Senate 
adjourned. 

TuESDAT,  December  4. 

John  Lambebt,  from  the  State  of  New  Jer- 
sey, EusHA  Mathewson,  from  the  State  of 
Bhode  Island,  and  Philip  Reeik  from  the  State 
of  Maj^land,  severally  attended. 

The  credentials  of  Ohablbs  Outtb,  appointed 
a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire,  in  place  of  Nahum  Parker, 
Esq.,  resigned ;  also,  of  Samuel  W.  Dana,  ap- 

gointed  a  Senator  oy  the  Legislature  of  the 
tate  of  Oonnecticnt,  in  place  of  James  Hill- 
house,  Esq.,  resigned,  were  severally  read ;  and 
the  oath  required  by  law  was,  by  the  Pbbsi- 
DENT,  administered  to  them,  respectively. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the 
House  of  Representatives  that  a  quorum  of  the 
Senate  is  assembled  and  ready  to  proceed  to 
business. 


Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Miarylimd, 
and  Oilman,  be  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  together  with  such  committee  as  maj 
be  appointed  by  the  House  of  Representatives 
on  their  part,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States  and  notify  him  that  a  quorum  of 
the  two  Houses  is  assembled  and  ready  to  re- 
ceive any  communications  that  he  may  be 
pleased  to  make  to  them. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives informed  the  Senate  that  a  quorum  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  is  assembled  and 
ready  to  proceed  to  business.  The  House  of 
Representatives  have  appointed  a  committee 
on  their  part,  jointly  with  such  committee  as 
may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to 
wait^n  the  President  of  the  United  States  and 
notify  him  that  a  ouorum  of  the  two  Houses  is 
assembled  and  reaay  to  receive  any  communi- 
cations that  he  may  be  pleased  to  make  to 
them. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 

Heaolved^  That  James  Mathers,  sergeant-at- 
arms  and  doorkeeper  to  the  Senate,  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  authorized  to  emp]py  one  asosUnt 
and  two  horses,  for  the  purpose  of  performing 
such  services  as  are  usually  required  by  the 
doorkeeper  to  the  Senate ;  and  that  the  sum  of 
twenty-eight  dollars  be  allowed  him  weekly  for 
that  purpose,  to  commence  with,  and  remain 
during  the  session,  and  for  twenty  days  after. 

Mr.  Smtth,  of  Maryland,  reported  from  the 
Joint  committee  that  they  had  waited  on  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the 
President  informed  the  committee  that  he 
would  make  a  communication  to  the  two 
Houses  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  December  6. 
TiMOTHT  PioKEBiNo,  from  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  Stephen  R.  Bbadlet,  from  the 
State  of  Vermont,  severally  attended. 

Pretidenfs  Annual  Mutagt. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbesioent  of  the  United  States  : 
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FeUow-cUtMem  of  ike  Smote 

ami  Sou9e  of  RepretmtaivM : 

Tb»  emlwRBasmeDts  which  have  prevailed  in  our 
foreign  relations^  and  «>  mnch  employed  the  delibera- 
tions of  Congresa,  make  it  a  primary  dnty  in  meet- 
!iig  jou  to  commnnicate  whatever  may  have  occurred 
in  that  branch  of  oar  national  affairs. 

Tlie  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress  concerning 
the  commercial  interoonrse  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependen- 
ciea^  having  invited,  in  a  new  form,  a  termination  of 
their  edicts  against  onr  neutral  commerce;  copies  of 
the  act  were  immediately  forwarded  to  our  Ministers 
at  London  and  Paris^  with  a  view  that  its  object 
might  be  within  the  early  attention  of  the  French  and 
British  Governments. 

By  the  communication  received  throngh  our  Minis- 
ter at  Paris,  it  appeared  that  a  knowle^  of  the  act 
by  the  French  Government  was  followed  by  a  decla- 
raftioB  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were  re- 
voked, and  wonld  cease  to  have  efibot  on  the  first  day 
of  November  ensuing.  These  being  the  only  known 
edicts  of  France  within  the  description  of  the  act,  and 
the  revocatian  of  them  being  such  that  they  ceased  at 
that  date  to  violate  our  neutral  commerce,  the  fact, 
as  prescribed  by  law,  was  announced  by  a  proclama- 
tiouy  hearing  date  the  second  day  of  November. 

It  would  have  well  aooordod  with  the  conciliatory 
riews  indicated  by  this  proceeding  on  the  part  of 
France,  to  have  extended  them  to  all  the  grounds  of 
just  oomplaint  which  now  remain  tma^justed  with 
the  United  States.  It  was  particularly  anticipated 
that,  as  a  further  evidence  of  just  dispositions  to« 
wards  them,  restoration  would  have  been  immedi- 
ately made  of  the  property  of  our  citizens,  seized 
under  a  misapplication  of  the  principle  of  reprisals, 
combined  with  a  misconstruction  of  the  law  of  the 
United  States.  This  expectation  has  not  been  ful- 
filled. 

From  the  British  Government,  no  conmiunication 
on  the  subject  of  the  act  has  been  received.  To  a 
communication,  from  our  minister  at  London,  of  a 
revocation,  by  the  French  Government,  of  its  Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees,  it  was  answered,  that  the  British 
system  would  be  relinquished  as  soon  as  the  repeal 
of  the  French  decrees  should  have  actually  taken 
effect,  and  the  commerce  of  neutral  nations  have 
been  restored  to  the  condition  in  which  it  stood  pre- 
viooaly  to  the  promulgation  of  those  decrees  This 
pledge,  although  it  does  not  necessarily  import,  does 
not  exclude,  the  intention  of  relinquishing,  along 
with  the  Orders  in  Council,  the  practice  of  tliose 
novel  blockades,  which  have  a  like  e£fect  of  interrupt- 
ing onr  neutral  commerce  i  and  this  further  justice 
to.  the  United  States  is  the  rather  to  be  looked  for, 
inasmuch  as  the  blockades  in  question,  being  not 
more  contrary  to  the  established  law  of  nations  than 
ineonsistent  with  the  rules  of  blockade  formerly  re- 
cognized by  Great  Britain  herself,  could  have  no  al- 
leged basb  other  than  the  plea  of  retaliation,  aUeged 
as  the  basis  of  the  Orders  in  CounciL  Under  the 
modification  of  the  original  orders  of  November, 
1807,  into  the  orders  of  April,  1809,  there  is,  indeed, 
scarcely  a  nominal  distinction  between  the  orders 
and  the  blockades.  One  of  those  illegitimate  block- 
ades, bearing  date  in  May,  1806,  having  been  ex- 
pressly avowed  to  be  still  unrescinded,  and  to  be,  in 
tBtctf  comprehended  in  the  Orders  in  Council,  was 
too  distinctly  brought  within  the  purview  of  the  act 
of  Congress  not  to  be  comprehended  in  the  explana- 


tion of  the  requisites  to  a  compliance  with  it  The 
British  Government  was  accordingly  apprised  by  our 
Minister  near  it,  that  such  was  the  light  in  whidiihe 
sulgect  was  to  be  regarded. 

On  the  other  important  subjects  depending  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  tnat  Government,  no 
progress  has  been  made  from  which  an  early  and 
satisfkctory  result  can  be  relied  on. 

In  this  new  posture  of  our  relations  with  those 
powers,  the  consideration  of  Congress  will  be  properiy 
turned  to  a  removal  of  doubts  which  may  occur  in 
the  exposition,  and  of  difficulties  in  the  execution,  of 
the  act  above  cited. 

The  commerce  of  the  United  States  with  the  north 
of  Europe,  heretofore  much  vexed  by  licentious  cruis- 
ers, particularly  under  the  Danish  flag,  has  latterly 
been  visited  with  ^resh  and  extensive  depredations. 
The  measures  pursued  in  behalf  of  onr  injured  citi- 
zens, not  having  obtained  justice  for  them,  a  further 
and  more  formal  interposition  with  the  Danish  Gov- 
ernment is  contemplated.  The  principles  which  have 
been  maintained  by  that  Government  in  relation  to 
neutral  commerce,  and  the  friendly  professious  of 
His  Danish  Migesty  towards  the  United  States,  axe 
valuable  pledges  in  favor  of  a  snoceAstul  issue. 

Among  the  events  growing  out  of  the  state  of  the 
Spanish  monarchy,  our  attention  was  imperiously 
attracted  to  the  change  developing  itself  in  that  por- 
tion of  West  Florida  which,  ^ongh  of  right  appsr- 
taining  to  the  United  States,  had  remained  in  the 
possession  of  Spain,  awaiting  the  result  of  negotia- 
tions for  its  actual  delivery  to  item.  The  Spani&  au- 
thority was  subverted,  and  a  situation  produced  ex- 
posing the  coimtry  to  ulterior  events  which  might 
essentially  affect  the  rights  and  welfare  of  the  Unioa 
In  such  a  coi\juncture  1  did  not  delay  the  interposi- 
tion required  for  the  occupancy  of  the  territory  west 
of  the  river  Perdido,  to  which  the  title  of  the  United 
States  extends,  and  to  which  the  laws  provided  for 
the  Territory  of  Orleans  are  applicable.  With  this 
view,  the  proclamation,  of  which  a  copy  is  laid  be- 
fore yon,  was  confided  to  the  Governor  of  that  Terri- 
tory, to  be  carried  into  effect  The  legality  and 
necessity  of  the  course  pursued,  assure  me  of  the 
fiivorable  light  in  which  it  will  present  itself  to 
the  Legislature,  lad  of  the  promptitude  with  which 
they  will  supply  whatever  provisions  may  be  due  to 
the  essentisl  rights  and  equitable  interests  of  the 
people  thus  brought  into  the  bosom  of  the  American 
family. 

Our  amity  with  the  Powers  of  Barbary,  with  the 
exception  of  a  recent  occurrence  at  Tunis,  of  which 
an  explanation  is  just  received,  appears  to  have  been 
uninterrupted,  and  to  have  become  more  firmly 
established. 

Whilst  it  is  universally  admitted  that  a  well-in- 
structed people  alone  can  be  permanently  a  free  peo- 
ple, and  while  it  is  evident  that  the  means  of  difius- 
mg  and  improving  useful  knowledge  form  so  small  a 
proportion  of  the  expenditures  for  national  purposes, 
I  cannot  presume  it  to  be  unseasonable  to  invito  your 
attention  to  the  advantages  of  superadding  to  the 
means  of  education,  provided  by  the  several  States, 
a  seminary  of  learning,  instituted  by  the  National 
LegisUture,  within  the  limits  of  their  exclusive  juris- 
diction, the  expense  of  which  might  be  defrayed  or 
reimbursed  out  of  the  vacant  grounds  which  have 
accrued  to  the  nation  within  those  limits. 

Such  an  institution,  though  local  in  its  legal  char- 
acter, would  be  universal  in  its  beneficial  effects.  By 
enlightening  the  opinions,  by  expanding  the  patriot- 
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ism,  and  by  assimilattiig  the  principles,  the  senti- 
ments, and  the  manners,  of  those  who  might  resort 
to  this  temple  of  science,  to  be  redistributed,  in  dne 
time,  through  every  part  of  the  community,  sources 
of  jealousy  and  prejudice  would  be  diminubed,  the 
features  of  national  character  would  be  multiplied, 
and  greater  extent  given  to  social  harmony.  But, 
above  all,  ^  well-constituted  seminaiy,  in  the  centre 
of  the  nation,  is  recommended  by  the  consideration 
that  the  additional  instruction  emanating  from  it 
would  contribute  not  less  to  strengthen  the  founda- 
tions than  to  adorn  the  structure  of  our  free  and  hap- 
py system  of  Government 

AJmong  the  commercial  abuses  still  committed 
under  the  American  flag,  and  leaving  in  force  my 
farmer  reference  to  that  sul^ect,  it  appears  that 
American  citizens  are  instrumental  in  carrying  on  a 
traffic  in  enslaved  Africans,  equally  in  violation  of 
the  laws  of  humanity,  and  in  defiance  of  those  of 
their  own  countxy.  The  same  just  and  benevolent 
motives  which  produced  the  interdiction  in  force 
against  this  criminal  conduct,  will  doubtless  be  felt 
by  Congress  in  devismg  further  means  of  suppressing 
the  eviL 

In  the  midst  of  uncertainties  necessarily  connected 
with  the  great  interests  of  the  United  States,  pru- 
dence requires  a  continuance  of  our  defensive  and 
precautionary  arrangement  The  Secretary  of  War 
and  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will  submit  the  statements 
and  estimates  which  may  aid  Congress  in  their  en- 
suing provisions  for  the  land  and  naval  forces.  The 
statements  of  the  latter  will  include  a  view  of  the 
transfers  of  appropriations  in  the  naval  expenditures, 
and  the  grounds  on  which  they  were  made* 

The  corps  of  engineers,  witli  the  Militaiy  Academy, 
are  entitled  to  the  early  attention  of  Congress.  The 
buildings  at  the  seat  fixed  by  law  for  the  present 
academy  are  so  far  in  decay,  as  not  to  aflbrd  the  ne- 
cessary accommodation.  But  a  revidon  of  the  law  is 
recommended  principally  with  a  view  to  a  more  en- 
larged cultivation  and  diffusion  of  the  advantages  of 
such  institutions,  by  providing  professordiips  for  all 
the  necessary  branches  of  military  instruction,  and 
by  the  establishment  of  an  additional  academy  at  the 
Sieat  of  Government  or  elsewhere.  The  means  by 
which  war,  as  well  for  defence  as  for  offence,  is 
now  carried  on,  render  these  schools  of  the  more 
scientific  operations  an  indispensable  part  of  eveiy 
adequate  system.  Even  among  nations  whose  large 
standing  armies  and  frequent  wars  afford  every  other 
opportunity  of  instruction,  these  establishments  are 
found  to  be  indispensable  for  the  due  attainment  of 
the  branches  of  military  science  which  require  a 
regular  course  of  study  and  experiment  In  a  Gov- 
ernment happily  without  the  other  opportunities, 
seminaries,  where  the  elementary  principles  of  the 
art  of  war  can  be  taught  without  actual  war,  and 
without  the  expense  of  extensive  and  standing  armies, 
have  the  precious  advantage  of  uniting  an  essential 
preparation  against  external  danger,  with  a  scrupu- 
lous regard  to  internal  safety.  In  no  other  way, 
probably,  can  a  provision  of  equal  efficacy  for  the 
public  defence  be  made  at  so  little  expense,  or  more 
consistently  with  the  public  liberty. 

Beserving  for  future  occasions,  in  the  course  of  the 
session,  whatever  other  communications  may  claim 
your  attention,  I  close  the  present,  by  expressing  my 
reliance,  under  the  blessing  of  Divine  Providence,  on 
the  judgment  and  patriotism  which  will  guide  your 
measures,  at  a  period  particularly  calling  for  united 
cotmcils,  and  inflexible  exertions,  for  the  welfare  of 


our  country,  and  by  assuring  you  of  the  fideli^  and 
alacrity  with  which  my  co-operation  will  be  afforded. 
JAMES  MADISON. 
WASHuroTOir,  December  5,  1810. 


Fbidat,  December  7. 
Joseph  Andebson,  from  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see, attended. 


TuBSDAT,  December  11. 
RiGHABD  Bbbkt,  from  the  State  of  Yii^nia, 
attended. 


Wbdnebdat,  December  12. 

The  YiOE  Presidxnt  of  the  IJnitdd  States  re- 
sumed the  chair. 

Jessb  Fbaitkun,  from  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  also  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 


Thubsdat,  December  13. 
HsNBT  Olat,  from  the  State  of  Keotacky, 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 


Monday,  December  17. 
Jaices  Llotd,  from  the  State  of 
setts,  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 


TtjBSDAT,  December  18. 
John  OoNDrr,  from  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
and  John  Smith,  from  the  State  of  New  York, 
severally  took  their  seats  in  the  Senate. 

Bonis  of  the  United  Statet. 

Mr.  Lbib  presented  the  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  praying  a  renewal  of  their  charter,  for 
reasons  therein  stated ;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sist of  five  members,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon ;  and  that  the  petition  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Messrs.  Cbawfobd,  Lbib,  Lloyd,  Popi^  and 
Andbbson,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Territorf/  (tf  Orleans 
Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  8th  instant,  so  mnch  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
as  relates  to  the  occnpation  of  tliat  part  of  West 
Florida  which  is-  inclnded  within  the  bonnda- 
ries  described  by  the  treaty  for  the  aoqnidtion 
of  Louisiana,  reported  a  bill  dectering  the  laws 
now  in  force  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  to  ex- 
tend to  and  to  have  full  force  and  effect  to  the 
river  Perdido,  pursuant  to  the  treaty  condnded 
at  Paris  on  the  80th  day  of  April,  1803,  and  for 
other  purposes ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  ] 
ed  to  the  second  reading. 


Wednesday,  December  19. 
Chbistopheb  Gbant  Ghamplin,    from   the 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  took  his  seat  in  the 
Senate. 
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Thursday,  December  27. 
JxNKiN  Whitbsidb,  from  the  State  of  Tennee- 
see,  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Occupation  qf  West  Florida. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  declaring  the  laws  now  in  force  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Orleans,  to  extend  to,  and  to  have  full 
force  and  effect,  to  the  river  Perdido,  pursuant 
to  the  treaty  concluded  at  Paris  on  the  80th  of 
April,  1803;  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  question  was  on  tiie  bill's  passage  to  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Fops. — ^Mr.  President,  I  regret  that  the 
honorable  chairman  of  the  committee  who  re- 
ported this  bin  is  not  here  to  f^ye  it  that  sup- 
port which  his  talents,  information,  and  tibe  im- 
portance of  the  subject  authorize  us  to  expect. 
His  absence  has  devolved  on  me,  as  a  member 
of  the  committee,  and  a  representative  of  that 
section  of  the  Union  more  immediately  interest- 
ed in  the  subject  before  us.  to  explain  to  the 
Senate  some  of  the  groxmds  which  induced  them 
to  make  this  report.    The  first  important  ques- 
tion which  the  proclamation  of  the  President 
and  this  bill  presents  for  consideration  is,  wheth- 
er or  not  the  United  States  have  a  good  titiie  to 
the  territory  in  question.   Before  I  examine  the 
treaty  of  cession  from  France  to  the  United 
States,  of  1803,  the  source  of  our  daim,  permit 
me  to  inquire  what  were  the  limits  of  Louisiana 
in  that  quarter  to  which  this  subject  leads  us 
before  the  treaty  and  cession  of  1762-'8,between 
Fhaoe,  Spain,  and  Great  Britain?    On  this 
sabjeot,  however,  I  believe  tliere  is  no  contra- 
riety of  opinion.    Before  this  period,  Louisiana 
extended  east  of  the  river  Mississippi  to  the 
river  Perdido.    France  and  Spain,  by  the  Trea- 
ty of  1719,  established  this  boundary  between 
Florida,  now  called  East  Florida,  and  Louisiana. 
Hie  ancient  limits  of  Louisiana  have  been  so 
fully  ascertained  by  the  documents  laid  before 
Oongress  at  different  times,  and  the  numerous 
discussions  the  subject  has  undergone,  that  I 
shoold  only  waste  the  time  of  the  Senate  in  at- 
tempting to  throw  any  new  light  on  it.    I  shall 
only  refer  the  Senate  to  one  additional  evidence 
that  this  river  was  the  ancient  eastern  boundary 
of  this  province.  *  Mr.  Smollet,  in  his  continue 
tioa  of  *^  Hume's  History  of  England,"  states  the 
answer  of  the  British  Government  to  the  prop- 
ositions made  by  France  for  peace  early  in  the 
year  1761,  from  which  it  appears  that  France 
then  claimed  the  river  Perdido  as  their  eastern 
limit,  nor  does  this  fact  appear  to  have  been 
contested  by  the  British  Minister.    It  appears 
that  previous  to  the  war  which  terminated  in 
1763,  Louisiana  comprehended  nearly  the  whole 
country  watered  by  the  Mississippi  and  its 
branches.    I  find  it  stated  in  a  pamphlet  pub- 
lished in  New  York,  that  France,  by  a  secret 
cession,  contemporaneous  with  the  treaty  called 
the  Family  Compact  of  1761,  transferrod  this 
country  to  Spain,  to  induce  her  to  become  her 
ally  in  the  war  against  Great  Britain ;  and  ol- 
thongh  I  can  find  no  evidence  to  support  this 


statement,  yet  the  events  of  that  war,  previous 
to  that  period,  renders  it  at  least  probable.    It 
will  be  remembered  that  the  arms  of  Great 
Britain  had  triumphed  over  those  of  France, 
both  by  sea  and  land.    France  had  lost  Canada, 
and  a  great  number  of  ships  of  war.    Spain 
was  not  then  a  party  in  the  war,  and,  to  inance 
her    to  become  so,  it    seems   probable  that 
France,  under  the  pressure  of  adverse  fortune, 
ceded  to  her  this  province.    But,  as  this  state- 
ment does  not  correspond  with  the  documents 
on  our  tables,  nor  the  views  of  others  who  have 
examined  this  subject,  we  are  compelled  to  take 
it  for  granted,  that  tiie  cession  of  West  Louis- 
iana, with  the  island  of  New  Orleans,  to  Spain, 
and  of  East  Louisiana,  since  called  West  Florida, 
to  Great  Britain,  were  made  at  the  same  time, 
in  the  year  1762.    It  is,  however,  well  known 
that  France  made  the  cession  to  Great  Brit- 
ain at  the  instance,  and  for  the  benefit  of  Spain, 
to  enable  her,  with  the  cession  of  Florida,  now 
called  East  Florida,  to  obtain  a  restitution  of 
Cuba.    The  whole  of  Louisiana,  not  conquered 
by  Great  Britain,  may,  with  propriety,  bd  said 
to  have  been  given  up,  or  ceded  to  Spain.    Let 
us  now  examine  that  part  of  the  treaty  of  ces- 
sion between  the  United  States  and  France  of 
1808,  which  relates  to  this  question.    By  tliat 
treaty  we  acquired  Louisiana  as  fully,  and  in  the 
same  manner,  as  it  had  been  acquired  by  France 
from  Spain,  in  virtue  of  the  Treaty  of  St.  Ude- 
fonso  of  the  Ist  of  October^  1800.    By  this 
treaty,  Spain  retroceded  Louisiana  to  France, 
*'  with  the  same  extent  it  then  had  in  the  hands 
of  Spain,  and  that  it  had  when  France  possessed 
it,  and  such  as  it  should  be  after  the  treaties 
subsequently  entered  into  between  Spain  and 
other  States."    That  this  extract  from  tiiat 
treaty  is  correct,  cannot  be  doubted,  as  it  has 
never  been  denied  by  Spain.    The  word  ^*re- 
trocede"  in  this  treaty  has,  I  believe,  occasion- 
ed more  doubt  with  regard  to  the  meaning  of 
this  cesdon  that  any  expression  contained  in  it, 
but  cannot,  when  the  subject  is  properly  exam- 
ined, have  the  effect  contended  for.    It  is  said 
that  as  France  ceded  to  Spcun,  in  1762,  Louis- 
iana west  of  the  Mississippi,  including  the  island 
of  New  Orleans,  the  word  "  retrooede "  must 
limit  the  cession  to  what  had  been  previously 
ceded  by  France  to  Spain;  but  if  it  be  true 
that  Louisiana  east  and  west  of  the  Mississippi 
was  ceded  to  Spain  in  the  year  1761,  although 
lEast  Louisiana  was  afterwards  ceded  by  France, 
with  the  consent  of  Spain,  to  Great  Britain,  the 
word  "retrocede"  might,  with  propriety,  be 
used  with  reference  to  the  original  grant  to 
Spain  in  1661,  or  ifl  what  will  not  be  denied, 
the  cession  of  East  Louisiana  to  Great  Britain 
by  France,  was  at  the  instance,  and  for  the    ^ 
benefit  of  Spain,  Spain,  in  1800,  after  she  had 
acquired  East  Louisiana,  alias  West  Florida,  so 
called  by  Great  Britain  after  1763,  could  well 
say  to  France,  I  re-grant  to  you  what  you  ceded 
to  me,  and  on  my  account,  or  at  least,  so  much 
as  I  can  re-grant  consistently  with  the  treaties 
I  have  since  made ;  and  this  seems  to  be  the 
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plain  and  evident  meaning  of  the  instrnment. 
If  the  parties  had  meant  to  confine  the  retro* 
cession  to  the  limits  of  the  cession,  made  hy 
fVance  to  Spain,  of  Louisiana  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, including  the  island  of  "Sew  Orleans, 
they  would  have  used  the  same  deception. 
They  would  certainly  have  stopped  after  saying 
the  extent  it  then  had  in  the  hands  of  Spain. 
But  to  prevent  mistake  or  misconstruction,  they 
add,  ^*  that  it  had  when  France  possessed  it,'* 
and,  what  is  still  more  conclusive  of  the  mean- 
ing of  the  parties,  they  go  on  to  say,  "  and  such 
as  it  diould  he  after  the  treaties  suhsequently 
entered  into  between  Spain  and  other  States." 
As  Spain  had  never  entered  into  any  treaty 
with  regard  to  the  western  boundary  of  Louis- 
iana, and  as  the  only  treaties  to  which  the  par- 
ties could  have  alluded  was  that  of  1788  with 
Great  Britain,  and  of  1795  with  the  United 
•States,  both  relative  to  limits  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Ifississippi,  it  is  perfectly  clear  that 
the  contracting  parties  meant  to  comprehend 
whatever  of  Louisiana,  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Mississippi,  Spain  had  a  title  to.  If  the  con- 
struction I  contend  for  is  not  admitted,  then 
the  latter  parts  of  the  description  will  have  no 
effect,  contrary  to  a  settled  principle  of  law  and 
common  sense,  that  every  part  of  an  instrument 
shall  have  effect.,  if  it  can  by  any  reasonable 
construction.  To  strengthen  the  construction 
for  which  I  insist,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  con- 
sider the  views  of  the  French  Gk)vemment  at 
the  time  this  treaty  of  St  Ildefonso  was  made. 
They  no  doubt  acquired  this  province  with  an 
intention  of  holding  it,  and  it  was  an  object  of 
national  pride  to  regain  as  much  as  practicable 
of  the  colonies  which  had  been  lost  under  the 
old  Government.  '  Besides,  they  could  not  be 
ignorant  of  the  importance  of  East  Louisiana, 
now  "West  Florida,  to  the  security  of  New  Or- 
leans ;  and,  as  the  practicability  of  obtaining  it 
at  that  time  from  Spain  cannot  be  doubted,  the 
presumption  is  irresistible  that  the  cession  was 
mtended  to  embrace  it.  I  had  intended  to  have 
ascertained  at  the  Department  of  State  the 
ground  of  objection  with  Spain  to  the  surrender 
of  that  country  to  the  United  States,  but  have 
not  made  the  inquiry.  I  do  not,  however^ 
think  it  difficult  to  account  for  the  conduct  or 
Spain.  My  corjecture  is,  that  France,  after  she 
had  sold  Louisiana  to  the  United  States,  and 
received  the  price  stipulated,  secretly  advised 
Spain  not  to  surrender  it,  having  at  that  time 
formed  tl^e  project  which  she  is  now  attempt- 
ing to  execute,  of  acquiring  the  whole  Spanish 
Empire.  Her  interest  was,  therefore,  identified 
with  that  of  Spain,  and  she  was,  no  doubt,  will- 
ing to  unite  with  Spain  in  giving  the  most  lim- 
it^ construction  to  the  cession  to  the  United 
States.  I  find  that  Congress,  by  an  act  passed 
on  the  24th  of  February,  1804,  have  solemnly 
asserted  our  riffht  to  this  territory,  and  author- 
ized the  President  to  take  possession  of  it  and 
to  establish  a  port  of  entry,  &c.,  on  the  Mobile, 
whenever  he  should  deem  it  expedient.  The 
time  when,  and  oircumstanoes  under  which, 


this  step  should  be  taken,  were  submitted  to 
the  discretion  of  the  Executive.  I  may  be  per> 
mitted  to  ask  why,  if  we  had  no  title  to  this 
territory,  the  President  was  urged  to  take  poo- 
session  by  force,  and  censured  for  not  doing  itf 
If  my  recollection  is  accurate,  all  parties  a^eed 
we  ought  to  have  the  country — ^they  only  dif- 
fered as  to  the  mode  of  acquiring  it.  The  Pres- 
ident, influenced  by  that  policy  which  has  hith- 
erto guided  the  present  Administration,  of 
avoiding  making  tiiis  nation  a  party  In  the 
present  European  war,  in  the  exercise  of  the 
discretionary  power  vested  in  him  by  that*ac^ 
did  not  think  proper  to  seize  upon  it  by  foroe^ 
but  to  wait  for  the  occurrence  of  events  to  throw 
it  into  our  hands  without  a  struggle. 

The  expediency  of  taking  possession  of  this 
territory  cannot,  it  appears  to  me,  admit  of  a 
doubt.  If  the  President  had  refused  or  hesi- 
tated to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  West 
Florida  by  extending  to  them  the  protection  of 
the  American  Government,  and  they  had  sought 
security  in  the  arms  of  a  foreign  power,  what 
should  we  have  heard?  He  would  have  been 
charged  with  imbecility,  and  fear  of  inoorring 
responsibility.  He  would  have  been  denonnoed 
as  unworthy  of  the  station  his  country  had  as- 
signed him.  Let  it  be  remembered  that  the 
Orleans  country  is  our  most  valuable  part — ^re- 
mote from  our  physical  force — ^a  climate  more 
fatal  to  our  people  than  the  sword  of  a  victori- 
ous enemy-— and  that  an  enemy  in  possession 
of  West  Florida  can  with  great  facility  cat  off 
New  Orleans  from  the  upper  country.  If  the 
fortunate  moment  had  not  been  seized,  this 
province  would  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  a 
foreign  power,  or,  if  time  had  been  f^ren.  for 
intrigue  to  mature  itself  another  Bnrr  plot 
would  probably  have  risen  from  the  ashes  of 
the  first,  more  formidable  to  the  int^rity  of 
this  empire.  Burr,  like  Archimedes,  fancied 
that  if  he  had  a  place  to  stand  upon— a  place 
beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  to 
raUy  his  followers — ^he  could  overturn  the  Gov- 
ernment. He  has,  it  is  true,  fied  from  the 
frowns  of  an  indignant  country;  but  he  was 
not  alone.  Let  an  opportunity  be  afibrded,  and 
a  thousand  Burrs  would  throw  off  the  mask 
and  point  their  arms  against  the  Federal  Union. 
On  a  subject  of  such  interest,  it  would  have 
been  criminal  in  those  appointed  to  watch  over 
the  national  safety  to  have  hesitated.  I  was 
surprised  to  h^ar  this  procedufe  pronounced  a 
robbery,  and  making  of  war.  Why  shotdd  our 
sympathies  be  awakened  in  fiivor  of  Spunt 
What  daim  has  the  Spanish  Government  npon 
our  moderation  and  forbearance  t  What  has 
been  her  conduct?  From  the  moment  we  be- 
came an  independent  nation  she  has  been  in- 
triguing to  separate  the  Western  countiy  from 
the  Atlantic  States.  She  has  made,  at  dmerent 
periods,  and  as  late  as  the  year  1797,  in  viola- 
tion of  her  treaty  of  1795  with  this  country,  di- 
rect propositions  to  the  Western  people  to  se- 
cede from  the  Union,  and  to  accomplish  her 
object,  at  least  attempted  the  use  of  means  the 
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most  oorrapt.  What  has  been  her  conduct 
since  we  acquired  Lonisiana  ?  If  I  am  correctly 
informed,  oar  deserters  and  slaves  who  have 
taken  ref age  in  Florida,  in  many  instances  have 
not  been  surrendered,  aud  enormous  duties  have 
been  imposed  on  our  vessels  navigating  the  Mo- 
bile. Under  all  these  provocations,  sufficient  to 
have  drawn  upon  them  from  almost  any  other 
nation,  an  open  declaration  of  war,  our  Govern- 
ment, inflaenced  by  that  pacific  policy  which 
has  hitherto  regulated  its  course  towards  for- 
eign nations,  exercised  patience  and  forbearance. 
And  mncethe  late  revolution  in  Spain,  I  believe 
it  will  not  be  pretended  that  this  Grovemment 
has  manifested  any  disposition  to  t^row  our 
weight  into  the  scale  of  France  against  the 
Spanish  party.  Our  Government  has  taken  no 
step  in  relation  to  West  Florida,  until  compelled 
by  a  regard  to  our  own  safety.  The  Executive 
in  the  proceeding  under  consideration  has  used 
langoage  the  most  conciliatory,  and  on  the  face 
of  hia  proclamation  given  a  pledge  that  this 
Government  will  at  any  time  enter  into  amica- 
ble negotiations  on  the  subject  of  our  daim  to 
this  territory,  if  it  shall  be  disputed. 

There  are  other  at  least  plausible  grounds 
upon  which  this  bill  as  an  original  proposition 
might  be  sopported  entirely  independent  of  the 
cession.  Spain  is  indebted  to  us  a  large  amount 
for- spoliations  committed  on  our  commerce; 
snd  as  there  is  no  Government  at  present  to» 
wards  which  the  ordinary  proceeding  can  be 
pursued  to  obtcun  payment,  could  we  not,  on 
the  principle  of  the  attachment  law,  as  an  act 
of  self-justice,  seize  on  this  territory  to  secure 
otiflfiBctioh? 

As  this  measure  has  been  emphatically  called 
an  act  of  robbery  and  war,  it  may  not  be  amiss 
to  consider  the  political  state  of  the  Spanish 
colonies  in  relation  to  the  Spanish  Government 
in  the  hands  of  the  Junta,  and  the  new  dynasty 
about  to  be  established  by  Bonaparte.  It  may 
be  said,  perhaps,  that  the  late  alienation  of  the 
Spanish  Grown  and  the  revolution  in  Spain 
have  dissolved  the  tie  which  connects  them  with 
the  mother  country.  On  this  point  I  will  not 
detain  the  Senate.  If  the  French  arms  shidl 
be  succeififhl  in  Spain,  of  which  I  believe  few 
entertain  much  doubty  and  the  Junta  shall  be 
driven  from  Old  Spain  to  any  of  the  colonies, 
their  political  character  must  cease,  and  they 
can  no  longer*  claim  the  exercise  of  any  juris- 
diction or  sovereignty  over  the  colonies.  The 
colonies  are  not  bound  together  by  any  political 
bond  unconnected  with  the  mo&er  country; 
they  are  subject  to  the  mother  country,  but 
the  moment  she  is  conquered,  they  are  at  lib- 
erty to  provide  for  themselvM,  unless,  indeed, 
the  Emperor  of  France  or  King  Joseph  can 
daim  them.  France,  in  an  official  expos6, 
and  King  Joseph,  by  proclamation,  have  de- 
dared  their  willingness  that  the  colonies  should 
become  independent,  provided  they  did  not  con- 
nect themselves  with  Great  Britain.  If  France, 
therefore,  shall,  which  is  probable,  conquer  the 
mother  country,  we  are  fully  authorized  by  her 


public  declaration  to  the  world  to  acquire,  with 
the  consent  of  the  inhabitants,  not  only  West 
but  East  Florida,  Cuba,  or  any  other  province 
which  we  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  connect 
with  the  United  States.  This  bill  may  be  justi- 
fied, independent  of  title,  by  the  law  of  self- 
E reservation.  Have  we  any  assurance  that  the 
panish  Government  will  maintain  their  neu- 
trrfity  in  this  territory  if  we  should  be  involved 
in  a  war  with  either  France  or  Great  Britain? 
Can  they,  or  will  they,  prevent  the  march  of 
an  enemy's  forces  through  that  territory  into 
the  United  States?  No,  sir;  we  have  every 
reason  to  expect  the  contrary.  Oonsidering 
how  vulnerable  we  are  from  this  territory,  its 
present  state,  and  the  aspect  of  our  foreign 
afifkirs,  it  appears  to  me  we  are  authorized  to 
take  possession  of  it  as  a  measure  of  national 
security.  It  may  be  objected  that  taking  the 
property  of  others  by  force  tends  to  relax  the 
mori^  of  the  people,  by  destroying  that  crite- 
rion oT  right  and  wrong,  the  observance  of 
which  is  so  necessary  to  the  purity  of  our  Re- 
public ;  and  I  am  ready  to  admit  that  we  ought 
to  proceed  upon  this  principle  of  necessity  and 
expediency  with  great  caution,  and  never  to  act 
upon  it  but  in  extreme  and  evident  cases.  Had 
we  a  colony  on  the  coast  of  England  or  France, 
similarly  situated,  we  know  they  would  not 
hesitate.  When  we  reflect  that  our  property  is 
seized  by  almost  every  nation ;  that  the  laws 
and  usages  of  nations  are  disregarded  by  nearly 
all  Europe;  that  their  conduct  has  been  lately 
marked  with  a  degree  of  perfidy  and  rapacity 
unexampled  in  the  history  of  the  civilized 
world ;  that  they  have  in  fact  become  States  of 
Barbary;  it  f^pears  to  me  that  we  ought  not, 
as  regards  them,  to  be  over  nice  or  squeamish 
upon  questions  of  this  sort.  Shall  we  sit  here 
with  our  arms  folded  until  the  enemy  is  at  our 
gates  ?  If  we  waste  our  time  in  discussion  and 
refining  abstract  questions  of  right  and  wrong, 
we  shall  lose  our  independence,  and  we  shall 
deserve  to  lose  it.  I  hsd  hoped  this  bill  would 
have  passed  without  much  debate;  I  know  the 
people  are  tired  of  long  speeches  and  documents. 
This  fondness  for  lengthy  discussions,  has  even 
drawn  upon  Congress  the  reproaches  of  the 
Udies;  tliey  begin  tosay-^less  talk  and  more 
action. 


Friday,  December  28. 
Oceupation  of  West  Florida. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  respecting  the  territory  west  of  the  Perdido. 

Mr.  HoBBXT  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows: 

Mr.  President:  The  bill  under  consideration 
contains  two  important  provisions.  The  first 
in  effect  incorporates  with  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leans tlie  province  of  West  Florida  east  of  the 
Mississippi,  as  far  as  the  river  Perdido ;  >  the 
second  extends  to  that  part  of  the  province  thus 
incorporated  the  laws  now  in  force  within  the 
said  Territory. 

These  providons  naturally  involve  two  ques- 
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tions:  first,  whether  the  United  States  have  a 
good  title  to  that  part  of  the  province  described 
in  the  bill ;  and  secondly,  whether  it  would  be 
expedient  for  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  take  possession  of  it  by  force. 

Before  I  proceed  to  consider  these  questions, 
I  beg  leave,  Mr.  President,  to  advert  to  what 
may  be  considered  a  preliminary  question.  I 
refer  to  the  authority  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  issue  his  proclamation  and  the 
accompanying  orders  of  the  27th  of  August 
last,  directing  the  forcible  occupation  of  that 
territory.  I  deem  it  material  to  consider  this 
point,  because,  if  the  proclamation  were  un- 
authorized, then  Congress  are  not  committed 
by  it,  nor  are  they  bound  to  give  it  their 
sanction. 

If  the  President  had  any  authority  to  iasne 
this  proclamation,  that  authority  must  have 
been  derived  either  under  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  or  under  some  act  or  acts  of 
Congress.  The  President  has  no  power  Which 
does  not  proceed  from  one  or  the  other  of  these 
sources.  The  constitution  has  given  to  Con- 
ffress  the  exclusive  power  of  ma]^ing  laws  and 
declaring  war — ^to  the  President  the  power  of 
executing  the  laws  of  the  Union.  The  powers 
of  the  one  are  legislative,  of  the  other  executive. 
The  question  then  would  be,  whether  the  Presi- 
dent in  issuing  this  proclamation  has  not  tran- 
scended the  Imiits  of  his  powers. 

Sir,  what  is  the  nature  and  import  of  this 
proclamation  ?  In  my  humble  conception  both 
legi^tion  and  war.  War — ^because  it  directs 
the  occupation  of  this  territory  by  a  military 
force.  The  regular  troops  of  the  United  States 
are  ordered  to  march,  and  if  they  should  not  be 
found  adequate  to  the  oldect,  the  Gk>v€iliiors  of 
the  Orleans  and  Mississippi  Territories  are  di- 
rected to  call  out  the  mititia  of  their  respective 
territories,  to  co-operate  with  the  regular  foroes. 
But  we  shall  be  told,  sir,  that  the  President,  in 
issuing  this  proclamation,  has  taken  the  pre- 
caution to  direct  that  in  case  any  particular 
place,  however  small,  should  remain  u  posses- 
sion of  a  Spanish  force,  the  commanding  officer  is 
not  to  proceed  to  employ  force  against  it,  but 
to  miJce  immediate  report  thereof  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State.  Suppose  while  your  command- 
ing officer  is  making  this  report^  the  Spanish 
force  sallies  out  and  makes  an  attack  upon  your 
army,  or  suppose  a  Spanish  army,  with  Gov- 
ernor Folch  at  their  head,  should  march  from 
East  Florida  with  the  view  of  repelling  the  in- 
vasion of  this  territory;  what  are  Governor 
Claiborne  and  his  army  to  dot  Ground  their 
arms  and  surrender  tiiemselvee  prisoners  of 
war;  or  are  they,  sir,  to  drop  their  muskets 
and  take  to  their  heels?  These  are  the  only 
alternatives  presented — ^they  must  either  sur- 
render, run,  or  fight.  And  who  will  doubt 
which  of  these  alternatives  the  gallantry  of  an 
American  army  would  impel  them  to  choose  I 
Sir,  a  conflict  would  be  inevitable. 

But  while  the  President  has  been  so  affect- 
edly cautious  with  respect  to  Spanish  force,  he 


has  overlooked  altogether  the  contingency  of 
resistance  on  the  part  of  the  revolatio&iBts. 
These  patriots  it  would  seem  had  called  a  con- 
vention and  issued  a  declaration  of  iadepend- 
ence,  and  now  it  appears  ^ve  formed  and 
established  a  regular  Government,  which  is  o^ 
ganized  and  in  operation.  If  these  prooeedb^ 
are  not  all  a  sham^  the  territory  in  qaestion  is 
now  in  the  possession  of  a  people  daiming  to 
be  sovereign  and  independent ;  and  is  it  sappose- 
able  that  this  pi  ople  can  behave  so  dastardly 
as  to  submit,  without  a  struggle,  to  the  incor- 
sion  of  a  hostile  army,  whose  avowed  olj«ct  is 
the  conquest  of  the  country  and  the  sabversion 
of  its  constitution  and  independence?  And  here 
permit  me  to  remark,  that  the  style  and  tenor 
of  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
16th  of  November,  1810,  to  Governor  Hofanesi 
in  answer  to  the  letter  of  the  Preddent  of  the 
convention  pr^ng  the  recognition  and  pro- 
tection of  the  United  States,  are  not  admirablj 
calculated  to  give  a  welcome  reception  to  the 
American  Army.  If  then  assistance  should  be 
offered  on  the  part  of  the  oonstitntionalistB, 
what  is  your  army  to  do  ?  The  orders  coDtain 
no  proviso  in  this  particular,  requiring  that  the 
fact  should  be  reported  to  the  DepartmeDt  of 
State;  but  their  dear  intent  is,  that  force 
should  be  employed.  Under  such  drcom- 
stances  is  it  not  to  be  expected  that  this  measure 
of  the  Executive  will  result  in  war  ?  Is  it  not 
to  be  expected,  that  either  the  Spaniards  or  the 
Conventionalists  wUl  attempt  to  repel  this 
palpable  infringement  upon  their  ri^ts  and 
territory  ? 

But,  sir,  this  proclamation  is  not  only  war, 
but  it  is  an  act  of  legislation  too.  It  annexes 
the  territory  in  question  to  the  Orleans  Territo- 
ry; it  creates  a  Governor;  it  enacts  laws,  and 
appropriates  money.  It  ffives  the  Governor  of 
the  Orleans  Territory  aU  the  authorities  and 
functions  over  this  particular  territory  which  he 
possesses  by  virtue  of  his  office  as  governor,  and 
makes  an  appropriation  of  a  sum  of  money,  not 
exceeding  twenty  thousand  dollars.  This  pro* 
damation  is  substantially  the  bill  under  discos- 
sion,  except  that  it  goes  much  further.  The 
first  section  of  tiie  bill  only  contains  an  annexa- 
tion of  the  territory  in  question  to  the  Orieans 
Territory— this  the  proclamation  has  already 
done.  The  second  section  only  extends  the 
laws  of  that  territory  to  the  particular  territory 
in  question— and  this  too  the  proclamation  has 
already  done.  The  only  material  difference  in 
fact  existing  between  the  proclamation  and  this 
bill  is,  that  the  prooUmation  contains  the  far- 
ther and  important  provision  for  raiang  the 
troops  and  the  money  necessary  for  <»"7"*^,jf 
into  execution.  And  here,  sir,  I  will  take  Uie 
liberty  to  remark  that  I  do  not  consider  wis 
bill  the  only  one  intended  on  this  subject  This 
is  a  mere  entering  wedge— when  this  is  I**^ 
Congress  are  permitted  to  pass  another,  provid- 
ing die  necessary  military  and  pecuniary  mo^ 
to  carry  this  act  into  execution ;  and,  indeed, 
I  should  not  be  surprised,  i^  before  the  dose  of 
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the  seflBioD,  a  bill  were  introduced  to  take  pes- 
aeflBion  of  East  as  well  as  West  Florida. 

If  the  President  had  no  power  under  the  con- 
stitatlon  to  issae  this  proclamation,  I  think  it 
eqnall/  clear  he  had  none  nnder  any  existing 
laws  of  Congress.  The  act  of  the  81st  of  Octo- 
ber, 1803,  anthorlzing  the  Prendent  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  take  possession  of  and  occupy  the 
territory  ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States, 
by  the  treaty  condnded  at  Paris  on  the  80th  of 
April,  1803,  I  apprehend,  expired  on  the  1st 
day  <^  October,  1804 ;  to  which  period  it  was 
Bmited  by  the  first  section  of  the  act  for  erect- 
ing Louisiana  into  two  Territories,  and  provid- 
ing for  the  temporary  government  thereof^  pass- 
ed the  20th  day  of  March,  1804. 

This  section  enacts,  that  "  the  act  passed  the 
81st  day  of  October,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  enable 
the  Pnsidont  of  the  United  States  to  take  pos- 
session of  the  territories  ceded  by  France  to  the 
United  States,  by  the  treaty  oonclnded  at  Paris, 
on  the  80th  day  of  April,  1803 ;  and  for  the 
temporary  government  thereof^'  shall  continue 
in  force  until  the  1st  day  of  October,  1804,  any 
thing  therein  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding ; 
on  which  said  Ist  day  of  October,  this  act  shall 
commence,  and  have  full  force,  and  shall  con- 
tinue in  force  for  and  daring  the  term  of  one 
year,  and  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress, which  may  happen  thereafter/'  Let  it 
be  recollected  that  at  the  time  this  last-men- 
tioned act  passed,  the  President  had  fulfilled  his 
powers,  under  the  act  of  the  81st  of  October, 
1803,  so  far  as  it  respected  the  taking  possession 
of  Louisiana.  Possession  had  been  actually  and 
fonnally  delivered,  and  the  stock  created  and 
transfened  to  the  French  Gk>yemment^  accord- 
ing to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty.  Besides, 
the  very  nature  and  design  of  the  act  of  the  26th 
March,  independent  of  the  express  limitation, 
superseded  the  act  of  the  81st  of  October. 

But  it  is  said,  there  are  acts  of  Congress 
wiucli,  though  contemplating  a  present  posses- 
sion in  a  foreign  authority,  aJso  contemplate  an 
ultimate  posseasion  by  the  United  States,  under 
which  the  proclamation  may  be  Justified,  even 
tfaon^  the  act  of  the  81st  of  October  should 
have  expired.  The  acts  here  referred  to,  I  un- 
den^tandto  be  the  act  of  the  24th  of  February, 
1804^  for  laying  and  collecting  duties  within  the 
territorieB  oed^  by  France  to  the  United  States, 
the  act  above  mentioned  of  the  26th  of  March, 
erecting  Louisiana  into  two  Territories^  and  the 
act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1805,  authorizing  the 
establiahment  of  a  Grovemment  in  the  Territory 
of  Orieana,  similar  to  the  Government  of  the 
MiBslsfiippi  Territory.  The  President  himself 
admiti^  in  his  message-  at  the  opening  of  the 
seanOD,  that  those  laws  contemplate  a  pre»ent 
pmtemion  in  a  foreign  Fewer;  but  he  further 
says,  they  contemplate  an  eventual  possession 
by  the  United  States.  But,  sir,  let  me  ask  what 
sort  <tf  po6Be68i<m?  A  possession  i^/^^rce/  No, 
sir,  not  a  mn^^e  provision  can  be  shown  to  jus- 
tify such  a  construction.  But  a  possession  to 
be  obtained  W  a  friendly  negotiation.  I  am 
Vol.  IV.— 17 


warranted  in  this  construction,  not  merely  by 
the  letter  of  those  laws,  by  the  lapse  of  time 
since  their  enactment,  by  the  express  official 
declaration  of  Mr.  Madison  himscu^  while  Sec- 
retary of  State.  It  is  a  notorious  &ct^  that  when 
the  act  of  the  24th  of  February  passed,  the 
Marquis  DTrigo,  then  the  Minister  of  his  Oath- ' 
olio  ld%)esty  in  the  United  States,  in  a  solemn 
form  protested  against  that  law ;  and  that  Mr. 
Madison,  by  a  letter  dated  on  the  19th  of  March, 
assured  the  Marquis  that  the  provisions  relating 
to  Louisiana  ^  would  not  be  extended  beycmd 
the  aehnotoledged  limite  of  the  United  States, 
until  it  shall  be  rendered  expedient  hj  friendly 
elucidation  and  adjuetmenti  with  His  Catholic 
M»esty." 

Upon  the  whole,  or,  I  have  not  been  able  to 
discover  the  shadow  of  authority,  on  the  ground 
of  which  the  President  issued  tins  proclamation. 
He  has  recited  none,  amidst  all  his  recitals,  and 
none  appears  to  me  but  his  own  mere  will  and 
pleasure. 

The  act  I  therefore  cannot  view  in  any  other 
light  than  an  unwarrantable  assumption  of 
power  and  a  violation  of  the  constitution. 

Considering  then,  sir,  this  act  of  the  Execu* 
tive  as  illegal  and  unauthorized,  we  are  fully  at 
liberty  to  enter  into  the  discussion  of  the  great 
questions  of  titie  and  expediency ;  a  task  which 
I  will  proceed  to  discharge  to  the  best  of  my 
ability. 

The  first  I  propose  to  examine  is,  the  title  of 
the  United  States  to  the  territory  in  question. 
With  respect  to  this,  I  perceive,  it  unfortunately 
happens  that  honorable  gentlemen  who  support 
the  bill  do  not  precisely  accord  in  sentiment 
The  gentieman  from  Vermont  (Mr.  Bsadlbt) 
has  frankly  conceded  that  the  United  States  ac- 
quired no  titie  under  the  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefon- 
so.  Another  gentieman  (Mr.  Smtth,  of  Mary- 
land) has  declared  that  the  United  States  did 
derive  a  titie  under  that  treaty,  and  disclaims 
the  titie  set  up  by  the  honorable  gentieman 
from  Vermont  I  shall  not  undertake  to  decide 
which  of  the  two  gentiemen  is  right,  if  either 
be,  but  shall  contend,  and  humbly  expect  to 
prove,  that  botii  are  wrong. 

What  is  the  nature  of  the  title  set  up  by  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont?  Not  under  the 
treaty,  he  has  candidly  owned,  but  he  supposes 
a  title  to  exist  on  the  ground  of  certain  quaint 
principles  of  the  common  law,  relative  to  the 
doctrines  of  estoppel  and  occupancy.  I  am  ex- 
tremely happy,  sir,  to  find  that  honorable  gen- 
tieman introducing  the  common  law  as  authori- 
ty upon  this  floor,  especially  on  so  great  an  oc- 
casion. His  doctrines  certainly  e\ince  both  re- 
search and  ingenuity,  and  show  that  he,  like 
many  with  whom  he  acts,  has  not  absolutely 
lost  his  veneration  for  the  black  letter.  What 
are  his  doctrines  ?  Why  in  the  first  place,  he 
says,  admitting  that  Spain  did  not  cede  Florida 
to  France  by  the  Treaty  of  St  Ildefonso,  and 
admitting  that  France  had  no  title  to  Florida 
on  the  80th  of  April,  1808,  when  she  ceded 
Louisiana  to  the  United  States,  yet,  as  France. 
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has  dnoe  acquired  a  title  to  the  crown  of  Spain 
and  her  colonies,  and  as  the  French  Plenipoten- 
tiarj,  when  the  treaty  of  80th  of  April,  1803, 
was  execated,  did  state  and  induce  the  Ameri- 
can Ministers  to  understand  and  helieve  that 
Florida  was  comprehended  in  the  cession,  why 
*the  title,  though  France  had  it  not  when  the 
treaty  was  signed,  yet  having  it  suhseqaently, 
inunediately  attached  in  the  United  States,  and 
France  is  estopped  from  saying  any  thing  to  the 
0(mtrary.  This  argoment,  sir,  begs  every  thing: 
1st  That  the  declarations  on  the  part  of  the 
French  Minister  were  made ;  2dly.  that  being 
made  they  would  operate  to  pass  tne  title  con- 
trary to  Uie  express  letter  of  the  treaty ;  and 
lastly,  that  France  has  acquired  a  good  title  to 
the  crown  of  Spain  and  her  colonies.  I  will 
yield  to  the  gentleman  his  first  proposition,  and 
grant,  as  he  seems  to  deare  it,  that  these  rep- 
resentations were  made— and  what  do  they 
prove  ?  Not  that  the  title  passed,  but  that  the 
French  Minister  was  too  deep  for  the  American 
Plenipotentiaries,  and,  to  use  a  jockey  phrase, 
took  Miem  in.  Sir,  the  only  legal  effect  of  such 
a  fraud  would  be,  to  violate  the  treaty — ^to  an- 
nul the  contract.  France,  to  be  sure,  would  be 
bound  upon  principles  of  equity  to  refond  the 
purchase  money. 

If  then,  sir,  I  am  correct  in  stating,  that  no 
conversations  or  verbal  declarations,  however 
fraudulent,  would  operate  to  control  or  vary 
the  plain  letter  and  intent  of  the  treaty,  as  ap- 
pearing on  the  fEtce  of  it,  then  upon  the  gentle- 
man^s  own  acknowledgments  no  title  to  Florida 
could  have  passed  to  tiie  United  States  under 
the  treaty  of  1808.  For  the  gentleman  has  un- 
equivocslly  admitted  that  Florida  was  not  ceded 
by  Spain  to  France  by  the  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefon- 
so,  and  France,  it  is  admitted  on  all  sides,  by 
the  treaty  of  1808,  only  ceded  to  the  United 
States  Louisiana,  as  folly*  and  in  the  same  man- 
ner she  acquired  itirom  Spain  by  the  Treaty  of 
St.  Ildefonso ;  nor,  sir,  can  I  admit  that  France 
has  acquired  a  legitimate  title  to  the  crown  and 
colonies  of  Spain,  which  must  also  appear  be- 
fore the  gentleman  can  avail  himself  of  his  ar- 
gument What,  Mr.  President,  is  the  nature  of 
this  title  ?  Was  it  obtained  bona  fide  for  a 
fair  and  ftiU  consideration  No,  sir,  but  by  the 
most  abominable  perfidy,  corruption  and  du- 
ress, of  which  the  pages  of  history  furnish  an 
example.  Was  not  the  royal  family  decoyed  by 
artifice  from  Madrid  to  Bayonne  ?  Was  not  the 
old  Monarch  compelled  to  resign  his  crown  to 
Ferdinand  the  Seventh,  and  was  not  that  Prince 
A  prisoner  of  Bonaparte ;  and,  while  in  this 
.^eondition,  and,  for  aught  we  know,  the  bayonet 
at  his  breast,  or  the  cup  to  his  lips,  constrained 
lo  re^gn  his  crown  to  the  Emperor  of  iVance? 
Sir,  what  sort  of  title  is  this  ?  Upon  the  eternal 
^principles  of  justice,  upon  the  principles  of  the 
common  law  and  common  sense,  an  instrument 
tiius  obtained  is  not  obligatory  on  tibie  party  ex- 
ecuting it 

But  have  the  people  of  Spidn  acquiesced  ?  Ko, 
A ;  the  instant  pubiidty  was  given  to  the  tran»> 


action  they  became  indignant,  and  with  one 
voice  rose,  resolved  to  resist  this  usurpation.  To 
this  hour  they  have  not  submitted. 

But  the  gentleman  has  said  that  Spun  »  no 
longer  able  to  hold  Florida ;  that  foreign  emis- 
saries will  take  it  if  the  United  States  do  not, 
and  that  it  may  be  lawfully  taken  by  the  Unit- 
ed States  on  the  ground  of  the  law  of  occopttu^. 

That  title  may  be  acquired  by  oconpanoy  is 
not  to  be  doubted.  It  is  the  mode  by  which 
title  to  property  was  originally  acquired ;  hot  to 
obtain  a  title  in  this  way  the  country  most  be 
vacant,  uninhabited  and  not  claimed  by  another 
proprietor.  But  in  this  instance  is  the  territory 
vacant— or  uninhabited— or  abandoned  by  its 
proprietors?  No,  sir.  The  territory  is  either 
in  the  possession  of  Spain  and  claimed  by  her, 
or  of  the  revolutionists^  and  if  dther  be  in  poe- 
sesnon,  by  the  law  of  occupancy,  you  have  no 
right  to  dietturb  them.  Clearly  then,  rir,  npon 
the  principles  and  admissions  of  the  honorable 
genueman  from  Vermont,  the  United  States 
have  no  title  to  florida. 

And  now,  sir,  with  the  indulgenoe  of  the 
Senate,  I  will  proceed  to  consider  as  briefly  as 
possible  the  nature  of  this  title  as  derived  onder 
the  Treaty  of  St  Ildefonso.  Here,  it  will  be 
granted,  I  meet  the  question  fiurly.  This,  I  pr^ 
sume,  is  the  title  relied  upon,  as  well  by  the  £xe^ 
utive  as  the  majority  of  the  supporters  of  thisbiO. 

In  order  fiiUy  to  understand  this  sabjeet 
it  is  necessary  to  inquire  into  the  principsi 
cause  of  the  war  of  1766.  The  eastern 
boundary  of  Louisiana,  I  believe,  was  the  chief 
cause  of  that  war.  The  Frendi  were  in  the 
possession  of  the  Mississippi,  and  claimed  as  part 
of  Louisiana  not  only  the  country  to  the  west 
of  that  river,  but  east  as  £iff  as  the  Alleghany 
mountains.  France,  having  Ihis  daim,  and 
being  in  possession  of  Canada,  conceived  the 
project  of  uniting  Louisiana  with  Canada.  To 
accomplish  her  purpose  she  established  a  line 
of  posts  firom  the  Lakes  to  the  Ohio,  and  com- 
menced encroachments  upon  the  then  British 
colonies.  These  encroachments  she  was  press- 
ing so  &r  that  Great  Britain  perceived  it  would 
be  necessary  to  repel  them.  This  brought  on 
the  war  of  *66,  which,  after  a  bloody  oonilict 
of  seven  years,  terminated  disastrously  to  France 
and  her  allies,  and  resulted  in  the  establishment 
of  the  Mississippi,  the  Iberville,  and  the  lakes 
Maurepas  and  Pontchartrain,  as  the  boundary 
of  Louisiana,  giving  to  Great  Britain  all  the 
territory  on  the  east  of  that  boundary,  except 
the  island  and  town  of  New  Orleans,  and  to 
France  all  upon  the  west,  including  the  island 
and  town  of  New  Orleans. 

A  more  particular  examination  of  the  resolta 
of  this  war  is  important  By  it  France  wrt 
Canada  and  most  of  her  West  India  ialanda. 
Spain,  the  aUy  of  France,  lost  Cuba.  By  toj 
preliminary  articles  of  peace  between  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Spain,  signed  at  Fontaui- 
bleau,  and  dated  the  8d  November,  1762,  France 
renounced  all  pretensions  to  Nova  Scoti^  •!» 
ceded  and  guarantied  to  his  Britannio  Mijesty, 
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in  fiiU  right^  Canada  with  all  its  dependencies. 
Tbe  6th  article  stipulates,  "In  order  to  re-es- 
tablish peace  on  the  most  solid  and  lasting 
foundations  and  to  remove  every  snbjeot  of  dis- 
pute with  rerard  to  the  limits  of  the  British 
and  French  Territories  on  the  continent  of 
North  America,  it  is  agreed  that  f6r  the  future 
the  oonilnes  between  the  dominions  of  His 
Britannio  Mi^jesty  and  those  of  his  most  Chris- 
tian Majesty,  (French  King,)  in  that  part  of  the 
world,  shall  be  irrevocably  fixed  by  a  Hue  drawn 
along  the  middle  of  the  river  Mississippi  from  its 
source,  as  fiir  as  the  river  Iberville,  and  from 
thence  by  a  line  drawn  along  the  middle  of 
this  river,  and  of  the  lakes   Maurepas   and 
Pontdiartrain  to  the  sea;    and  to  this  pur- 
pose, the  most  Christian  King  cedes  in  fhll 
right,  and  guaranties  to  His   Britannic  Ma- 
jesty, the  river  and  port  of  Mobile,  (now  West 
ilorida,)  and  every  thing  that  he  possesses,  or 
ought  to  have  possessed  on  the  left  (east)  side 
of  the  river  Mississippi,  except  the  town  of  New 
Orleana,  and  the  isiand  on  which  it  is  situated, 
which  shall  remain  to  France."    By  the  181^ 
article,  Great  Britain  restores  to  Spain  all  that 
she  had  conquered  in  the  island  of  Ouba,  with 
the  fortress  of  Havana.     In  consequence  of 
which  His  Catholic  Mi^esty  (King  of  Spain)  by 
the  19th  article  "  cedes  and  guaranties  in  fhU 
right,  to  His  Britannic  Majes^,  all  that  Spain 
posseeses  on  the  continent  of  North  America, 
to  the  east  or  the  south-east  of  the  Mississippi, 
including  Florida,  with  Fort  St«  Augustine  ana 
the  bay  of  Pensaoola."    (Now  consisting  of 
East  and  a  part  of  West  Florida.)    By  the 
definitive  treaty  of  peace  and  friendship  be- 
tween the  Kings  of  Great  Britain^  France,  and 
Spain,  concluded  at  Paris  on  the  10th  day  of 
February,  1763,  the  preliminary  artides  were 
adopted,  ratified,  and  confirmed.    By  another 
treaty  bearing  date  the  8d  day  of  November, 
1762,  the  same  day  and  year  the  preliminary 
articles  are  dated,  as  i^pears  by  the  letter  to  M. 
PAbbadie,  which  I  will  presently  refer  to, 
France  cedes  Louifflana  to  Spain,  together  with 
the  town  and  island  of  New  Orleans.    This  last< 
mentioned  treaty  has  never  been  published,  but 
the  letter  of  the  King  of  France  to  M.  UAbba- 
die  recites  the  purport   as  well  as  date  of  it. 
This  letter  purports  to  be  an  order  signed  by 
the  Kin^  of  Fruice,  dated  at  Versailles,  the  21st 
April,  1764,  and  directed  to  M  L^Abbadie,  di- 
lector^general,  and  commandant  for  His  Minesty 
in  Looifiiana.  This  letter  was  published  at  New 
Orleans     in    October,    1764,   and    circulated 
amongst  the  F^nch  inhabitants  there.  It  recites : 

**  By  a  apedal  act^  done  atFontamebleau,  Novem- 
ber 8,  1762,  of  my  own  will  and  mere  motioii,  having 
ceded  to  iny  vny  dear  and  best  beloved  oonain  the 
King  of  ^ain,  and  to  his  socoessors,  in  full  property, 
purely  and  aimply,  and  without  any  exceptions,  the 
whole  country  known  \(j  the  name  of  Louisiana,  to- 
gether with  New  Orleans,  and  the  island  in  which 
the  said  dJcj  is  sitoated ;  and  by  another  act  done  at 
the  ElKnrial,  November  18,  in  the  same  year,  His 
Cathdic  Mi^esty  having  accepted  the  oesaon  of  the 


said  conntiy  of  Lonisiana,  and  theTdty  and  island  of 
New  Orleans,  agreeably  to  the  copies  of  the  said  acts, 
which  yon  will  find  hereunto  annexed ;  I  write  yon 
this  letter  to  inform  yon,  that  my  intention  is,  that 
on  the  receipt  of  these  presents,  whether  they  come 
to  your  hands  by  the  offioers  of  His  Catholic  Majesty 
or  directly  by  snch  French  vessels  as  may  be  changed 
with  the  same,  yon  are  to  deliver  np  to  the  governor, 
or  officer  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the  King  of 
Spain,  the  said  country  and  colony  of  Louifiiana,  and 
the  posts  thereon  depending,  likewise  the  city  and 
island  of  New  Orleans,  in  such  state  and  condition  aa 
they  shall  be  found  to  be  in  on  the  day  of  the  said 
cession,  willing  that  in  all  time  to  come  they  shall 
belong  to  His  Catholic  Majesty,  to  be  governed  and 
administered  by  his  governors  and  officers,  and  aa 
possessed  by  him  in  full  property,  without  any  ex* 
ceptioos.^ 

From  this  document,  and  the  treaties  referred 
to,  it  appears  that  in  the  month  of  October, 
1764,  when  the  whole  of  Louisiana,  with  the 
island  and  town  of  New  Orleans,  was  delivered 
to  Spain,  that  Gfeat  Britain  was  in  tbe  peace- 
able possession  of  all  the  country  on  the  east  of 
the  Mississippi.  That  with  respect  to  Florida 
particularly.  Great  Britain  was  in  possession, 
and  nobody  dreamed  at  that  time,  that  Florida 
either  East  or  West,  was  any  part  of  Louisiana, 
fiaditbeen  so  considered  under  the  orders  of 
the  French  King,  to  deliver  the  whole  of  the 
province  to  Spain,  undoubtedly  Florida  would 
have  been  delivered. 

Immediately  after  the  cession  of  '62-^,  Great 
Britain  took  possession  of  all  the  country  on 
the  east  of  the  Mississippi,  except  only  the  town 
and  island  of  New  Orleans,  and,  in  tlie  year 
1763  or  '4,  erected  Old  Florida,  Pensaoola,  the 
river  and  port  of  Mobile,  &c.,  into  two  distinct 
provinces,  under  the  name  of  East  and  West 
Florida,  names  which  they  have  borne  ever 
since.  In  1788,  at  the  dose  of  our  Revolution- 
ary war,  Great  Britain  ceded  to  Spain  sEast  and 
West  Florida,  which,  from  that  period  to  the 
present  time,  have  been  held  by  Spain  under 
these  names,  as  separate  provinces  from  Louis- 
iana. In  the  year  1 800,  when  Spain  was  in  pos- 
session of  East  and  West  Florida  and  Louisiana, 
as  three  several  and  distinct  provinces,  the  fa- 
mous Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso  was  concluded, 
whereby  Spain  "  retrocedes  to  France  the  colony 
or  provmce  of  Louisiana,  with  the  same  extent 
that  it  now  has  in  the  hands  of  Spain,  and  that 
it  had  when  France  possessed  it ;  and  such  as 
it  should  be  after  the  treaties  subsequently  en- 
tered into  between  Spain  and  other  States.'' 
This  treaty  likewise  has  not  been  published,  but 
the  part  just  referred  to  is  cited  in  the  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  France  of  the 
80th  of  April,  1808,  whereby  France  cedes  to 
the  United  States  Louisiana,  as  fblly  and  in  the 
same  manner  as  she  acquired  it  of  Spain  by  the 
Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso.  Spain  delivered  pos- 
session in  pursuance  of  the  Treaty  of  St.  Ilde- 
fonso to  France,  and  France,  in  pursuance  of 
the  treaty  of  1808,  delivered  possession  to  the 
United  States,  both  powers  receiving  the  coun- 
try on  the  West  of  the  Mississippi,  with  the 
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island  and  city  of  New  Orleans,  like  Spain  orig- 
inally received  it  from*  France,  as  the  whole  of 
Louisiana. 

I  have  now,  I  believe,  sir,  given  a  full  and  I 
trust  &ir  and  correct  statement  of  the  evidences 
and  facts  relative  to  the  question  of  title.  A 
few  remarks  will  close  what  I  have  to  say  on  this 
head.  The  letter  from  the  King  of  fVance  to 
M.  L'Abbadie,  is  a  very  important  docnment 
It  shows  that  the  King  of  France,  under  whom 
we  claim,  and  by  whose  admissions  we  are 
bound,  so  long  ago  as  1764,  treated  and  consid- 
ered the  country  on  the  west  of  the  Mississippi 
as  the  whole  of  Louisiana.  That,  so  consider- 
ing it,  he  ceded  and  delivered  it  to  Spain,  to- 
gether with  the  island  and  town  of  New  Or- 
leans, from  which  latter  words  it  may  be  in- 
ferred that  even  the  island  and  town  of  New 
Orleans  were  then  not  considered  a  part  of 
Louisiana.  In  1800,  when  Spain  ceded  back 
the  colony  of  Louisiana  to  France,  that  country 
was  only  known  on  the  west  of  the  JM^issippi. 
The  war  *56,  and  the  treaties  of  ^62-8,  had  fixed 
the  line  and  obliterated  forever  the  name  of 
Louisiana  on  the  east  of  that  river. 

The  Treaty  of  St  Ildefonso,  of  1800,  is  a 
mere  treaty  of  retroeeman.  The  translation 
purports  to  be  a  treaty  of  cession,  it  is  true,  but 
acknowledged  on  all  sides  to  be  erroneous.  The 
original  treaty  was  in  the  French  language,  and 
it  is  by  that  we  are  to  be  governed.  The 
expression  in  the  original  is  ^*  Sa  Mejest^  Catho- 
lique  promit  et  s'eng^,  de  son  cote,  d  retroced- 
0r  ^  la  Kepublique  Franquse,^'  ^  A  retro- 
oeder  signifying  to  retrocede,  to  restore,  or  to 
use  a  term  familiar  in  the  State  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent,  reeonvsy  the  colony  of  Lou- 
isiana to  France,  as  it  was  when  France  con- 
veyed it  to  Spain.  The  honorable  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Pops,)  pressed  by  this 
argument,  could  only  get  round  it  by  alleging 
that  the  original  treaty  between  France  and 
Spain  was  dated  in  1761,  prior  to  the  settlement 
of  the  line  and  the  cessions  to  Great  Britain. 
But,  unfortunately,  he  could  not  produce  one 
title  of  authentic  evidence  to  establish  his  posi- 
tion, a  position  absolutely  negatived  by  the  offi- 
cial letter  to  M.  L^Abbadie.  But  that  gentle- 
man has  further  told  us,  that  from  the  words 
**  with  the  same  extent  it  now  has  in  the  hands 
of  Spain,  and  that  it  had  when  France  possessed 
it,  and  such  as  it  should  be  after  the  treaties 
subsequently  entered  into  between  other  States," 
an  intention  may  be  raised  to  indude  Florida. 
I  fully  subscribe  to  the  gentleman's  rule,  that 
we  must  give  such  a  construction  to  the 'treaty, 
and  particularly  to  the  passage  Just  referred  to, 
as  will  give  effect,  if  possible,  to  all  the  parts ; 
and  this  I  apprehend  may  be  done  without 
haviuff  recourse  to  the  forced  construction  con- 
tended for.  In  the  first  place,  the  two  first 
members  of  the  passage  may  be  reconciled  and 
have  effect  by  considering  them  as  a  two-fbld 
description  of  the  same  territory.  From  abun- 
dant caution  it  is  not  uncommon  to  give  various 
descriptions  of  the  same  object    Sometimee 


the  name  is  simply  used,  sometimes  it  ig  de- 
scribed by  metes  and  bounds,  and  sometimes  hj 
the  names  of  the  adjacent  countries.  Some- 
time a  twofold,  and  sometimes  a  threefold  de- 
scription is  given.  And  upon  a  critical  ezsmi- 
nation,  I  think  it  will  be  found  that  this  is  the 
only  true  construction  the  instrument  will  bear. 
If  you  give  it  the  construction  the  gentlemaB 
contends  for,  to  wit :  that  the  second  member 
of  the  passage  is  an  extension  of  the  descrip- 
tion g^ven  by  the  first,  then  the  second  indodes 
the  first,  and  of  consequence  the  first  would  be 
nugatoiy  and  superfluous ;  which  would  be  do- 
ing violence  to  the  gentleman^s  own  nde  of 
construction.  But  if  the  gentleman  will  mA 
on  givinff  to  the  second  member  an  enlarged  or 
extended  sense,  it  may  be  done  by  apidyiog  U 
to  the  western  boundaries  of  Louisiana.  It  ii 
said  that  when  France  oeded  Louisiana  to  Spain, 
in  '62,  the  oountiy  extended  on  the  west  to  the 
river  Sabine,  and  that  Spain,  prior  to  the  treitj 
of  1808,  detached  from  Louisiana  the  territory 
south  of  the  waters  emptying  into  the  Red  RiTer. 
and  erected  it  into  a  new  province  under  the 
name  of  the  *' Province  of  Texas.''  Sir,  the 
operations  on  the  Sabine  are  memoraUe.  It  ii 
well  known  how  mysteriously  they  were  ras- 
pended  by  an  arrangement  in  1806,  by  whiohit 
was  agreed  that  the  Spaniards  should  not  eroas 
the  Sabine,  and  that  the  Americans  should  not 
extend  their  settlements  as  &r  as  that  rirer. 
And  for  this  purpose,  to  prevent  (wllisioDs,  imtil 
the  difference  should  be  settled,  instroctioDi 
were  given  that  no  surveys  should  be  made 
west  of  a  meridian  passing  by  Nachitoches. 

If  the  gentleman  is  not  satisfied  by  trayelli]H| 
to  the  west,  by  going  to  the  east  he  may  find 
an  application — ^the  town  and  island  of  Xev 
Orleans,  which,  though  named  in  the  cession  to 
Spain,  are  not  nam^  in  the  treaty  of  retro- 
cession to  France. 

As  to  the  third  member  of  the  passage,  it  ii 
a  formal  provision  introduced  into  most  treatiei^ 
and  would  be  understood  if  not  expressed.  Of 
oourse  the  cession  would  be  sulject  to  prior 
treaties  with  other  States.  In  1796,  ^muh  coih 
eluded  a  treaty  with  the  United  Sta^  where- 
by she  agrees  that  the  navigation  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, in  its  whole  breadth  from  its  source  to 
the  ocean,  shall  be  free  to  the  citizens  of  the 
United  Sutes,  and  that  they  shall  have  the  ri|^t 
to  deposite  their  merchandise  and  eflfeets  in  the 
port  of  New  Orleans,  freeof  dut^  for  three  yesn^ 
and  after  that  period,  if  the  privilege  is  not  ex- 
tended at  the  port  of  New  Orleans,  sheisto 
assign  to  the  United  States,  on  another  part  of 
the  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  an  equivalent  es- 
tablishment. To  these  provisions  the  danse 
in  question  I  apprehend  refers. 

The  holding  or  possession  of  Louisiana  » 
correspondent  with  the  construction  I  !«▼• 
given  the  treaty.  When  possession  was  origm- 
ally  delivered  by  France  to  Spain,  Florida  wm 
not  delivered  or  considered  any  part  of  the 
cession.  When  Louisiana,  under  the  Treaty  « 
St  ndofonso  was  restored  to  France,  Jlonda 
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was  not  delivered.  When  Lonisiana,  nnder  the 
treat3r  of  1808,  was  delivered  to  the  United 
States,  Florida  was  not  comprehended.  Indeed 
the  Govemnnent  of  the  United  States  then  treat- 
ed the  country  on  the  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
inclnding  the  town  and  island  of  New  Orleans, 
as  the  whole  of  Lonisiana,  by  receiving  it  and 
paying  the  purchase  money,  which  by  the  terms 
of  the  treaty  they  were  not  bound  to  do,  and 
which  by  the  act  of  Congress  creating  the  Lou- 
isiana stock  they  were  not  authorized  to  do,  till 
after  fhll  and  entire  possession  had  been 
delivered. 

Mr.  President)  is  it  conceivable  that  after 
tiie  boundary  in  question  had  been  established 
by  the  most  solemn  compact  of  nations,  and 
consecrated  by  a  long  and  bloody  war,  and,  too, 
by  a  lapae  of  near  forty  years — ^is  it  conceivable 
that  the  territory  in  question,  excluded  by  that 
boundary,  and  raised  into  a  distinct  province 
under  a  distinct  name — a  name  it  ever  bore 
after  the  estabUshment  of  the  boundary —is  it,  I 
say.  sir,  conceivable,  if  the  parties  meant  to  have 
includeid  this  province  in  the  Treaty  of  St.  Dde- 
fonso,  that  it  should  not  have  been  specificsdly 
named  f 

Mr.  Cult. — ^Mr.  President,  it  would  have 
gratified  me  if  some  other  gentleman  had  un- 
dertaken to  reply  to  the  ingenious  argument 
which  you  have  just  heard.  But  not  perceiv- 
ing any  one  disposed  to  do  so,  a  sense  of  duty 
obliges  me,  though  very  unweU,  to  claim  your 
indulgence  while  I  offer  my  sentiments  on  this 
subject,  so  interesting  to  the  Union  at  large,  but 
particularly  to  the  western  section  of  it  Allow 
me,  sir,  to  express  my  admiration  at  the  more 
thaii  Aristidean  justice,  which,  in  a  question  of 
territorial  title  between  the  United  States  and  a 
foreign  nation,  induces  certain  gentlemen  to 
espouse  the  pretensions  of  the  foreign  nation. 
Doabtless,  in  any  future  negotiations,  she  will 
have  too  much  nu^animity  to  avail  herself  of 
these  spontaneous  concessions  in  her  favor, 
made  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States. 

It  was  to  have  been  expected,  that  in  a  ques- 
tioa  like  the  present,  gentlemen,  even  on  the 
same  side,  would  have  different  views,  and  al- 
though arriving  at  a  common  condtifflon,  would 
do  so  by  various  arguments.  And  hence  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Vermont  entertains 
doubts  -wil^  regard  to  our  title  against  Spain, 
while  he  feels  entirely  satisfied  of  it  against 
France.  Believing,  as  I  do,  that  our  title  against 
bo^  powers  is  indisputable,  under  the  Treaty 
of  St  ndefonso  between  Spain  and  France,  and 
the  treaty  between  the  French  Republic  and 
the  United  States,  I  shall  not  inquire  into  the 
treadiery  by  which  the  King  of  Spain  is  alleged 
to  have  lost  his  crown ;  nor  shall  I  stop  to  dis- 
CDss  the  question  involved  in  the  overthrow  of 
the  Spanish  monarchy,  and  how  far  the  power 
of  Spain  ought  to  be  considered  as  merged  in 
tiiat  of  France.  I  shall  leave  the  honorable 
centleman  from  Delaware  to  mourn  over  the 
Sntnnea  of  the  Men  Charles.    I  have  no  com- 


miseration for  princes.  My  sympathies  are  re- 
served for  the  great  mass  of  mankind,  and  I 
own  that  the  people  of  Spain  have  them  most 
sincerely. 

I  will  adopt  the  course  suggested  by  the 
nature  of  the  subject,  and  pursued  by  other 
gentlemen^  of  examining  into  our  title  to  the 
country  lying  between  the  Mississippi  and  the 
Rio  Perdido  (which,  to  avoid  dronmlocution.  I 
will  call  West  Florida^  although  it  is  not  tne 
whole  of  it) — and  the  propriety  of  the  recent 
measures  taken  for  the  occupation  of  it.  Our 
title  depends,  first,  upon  the  limits  of  the  prov- 
ince or  colony  of  Louisiana,  and  secondly,  upon  a 
just  exposition  of  the  treaties  before  mentioned. 

On  this  occasion  it  is  only  necessary  to  fix 
the  eastern  boundary.  In  order  to  ascertain 
this,  it  is  proper  to  take  a  cursory  view  of  the 
settlement  of  the  country ;  the  basis  of  Euro- 
pean title  to  colonies  in  America  being  prior 
discovery  or  prior  occupancy.  In  1682,  La 
Salle  migrated  from  Oanada,  then  owned  by 
France,  descended  the  Mississippi  and  named 
the  country  which  it  waters,  Louisiana.  About 
1698,  D^Iberville  discovered  by  sea  the  mouth 
of  the  Mississippi,  established  a  colony  at  the 
Isle  Dauphine  or  Massacre,  which  lies  at  the 
mouth  of  the  bay  of  Mobile,  and  one  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Mobile,  and  was  appointed, 
by  France,  governor  of  the  country.  In  the 
year  1717,  tiie  famous  West  India  Company 
sent  inhabitants  to  the  Isle  Dauphine,  and 
found  some  of  those  who  had  been  settled  there 
under  the  auspices  of  D'Iberville.  About  the 
same  period  Baloxi,  near  the  Pascagoula,  was 
settled.  In  1719,  the  city  of  New  Orleans  was 
laid  off,  and  the  seat  of  the  Gk>vemment  of 
Lonisiana  was  established  there.  In  1786,  the 
French  erected  a  fort  on  Tombigbee.  These 
facts  prove  that  France  had  the  actual  posses- 
don  of  the  country  as  far  east  as  the  Mobile 
at  least.  But  the  great  instrument  which  ascer- 
tains, beyond  all  doubt,  that  the  coxmtiy  in 
question  is  comprehended  within  the  limits  of 
Louisiana,  is  one  of  the  most  authentic  and 
solemn  character  which  the  archives  of  the 
nation  can  furnish.  I  mean  the  patent  granted 
in  1712,  by  Louis  XIY.  to  Crozat  [Here  Mi-. 
0.  read  such  parts  of  the  patent  as  were  appli- 
cable to  the  subject]  According  to  this  docu- 
ment, in  describing  the  province  or  colony  of 
Louisiana,  it  is  declared  to  be  bounded  by  Caro- 
lina on  the  east  and  Old  and  New  Mexico  on 
the  west  Under  this  high  record  evidenoe^ 
it  might  be  insisted  that  we  have  a  fair  claim  to 
East  as  well  as  West  Florida,  against  France  at 
least)  unless  she  has  by  some  convention  or 
other  obligatory  act,  restricted  the  eastern  limit 
of  the  province.  It  has,  indeed,  been  asserted 
that  by  the  treaty  between  France  and  Spain, 
concluded  in  the  year  1719,  the  Perdido  was 
expressly  stipulated  to  be  the  boundary  between 
their  respective  provinces  of  Florida  on  the  east 
and  Louisiana  on  the  west ;  but  as  I  have  been 
unable  to  find  any  such  treaty,  I  am  induced  to 
doubt  its  existence. 
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About  the  same  period,  to  wit,  towards  the 
seyenteenth  centtirj,  when  France  settled  the 
isle  Danphine  and  the  Mobile,  Spain  erected  a 
fort  at  Pensaoola.  But  Spain  never  pnshed  her 
actual  settlements  or  conquests  further  west 
than  the  bay  of  Pensacola,  whilst  those  of  the 
French  were  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  Mobile. 
Between  those  two  points,  a  space  of  about  thir- 
teen or  fourteen  leagues,  neither  nation  had  the 
exclusive  possession.  The  Bio  Perdido,  forming 
the  bay  of  the  same  name,  discharges  itself  into 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  between  the  Mobile  and 
Pensacola,  and,  being  a  natural  and  the  most 
notorious  object  between  them,  presented  itself 
as  a  suitable  boundary  between  the  possessions 
of  the  two  nations.  It  accordingly  appears 
very  early  to  have  been  adopted  as  the  boun- 
dary,  by  tacit  if  not  express  consent  The  an- 
cient charts  and  historians,  therefore,  of  the 
country  so  represent  it. .  Dupratz,  one  of  the 
most  acccurate  historians  in  point  of  fact  and 
detail  of  the  time,  whose  work  was  published 
as  early  as  1768,  describes  the  coast  as  being 
bounded  on  the  east  by  the  Bio  Perdido.  In 
truth,  sir,  no  European  nation  whatever,  except 
France,  ever  occupied  any  portion  of  West 
Florida,  prior  to  her  cession  of  it  to  England  in 
1762.  The  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  do  not 
indeed  strongly  controvert,  if  they  do  not  ex- 
pressly admit,  that  Louisiana,  as  held  by  France 
anterior  to  her  cession  of  it  in  1762,  reached  to 
the  Perdido.  The  only  observation  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Delaware  to  the  contrary, 
to  wit,  that  the  island  of  New  Orleans  being 
particularly  mentioned  could  not  for  that  rea- 
son constitute  a  part  of  Louisiana,  is  susceptible 
of  a  very  satisfactory  answer.  That  island  was 
excepted  out  of  the  grant  to  England,  and  was 
the  only  part  of  the  province  east  of  the  river 
that  was  so  excepted.  It  formed  in  itself  one  of 
the  most  prominent  and  important  objects  of 
the  cession  to  Spain  originally,  and  was  trans- 
ferred to  her  with  the  portion  of  the  province 
west  of  the  Mississippi  It  might  with  equal 
propriety  be  urged  that  St.  Augustine  is  not  in 
East  Florida,  because  St.  Augustine  is  expressly 
mentioned  by  Spain  in  her  cession  of  that  prov- 
ince  to  England.  From  this  view  of  the  sub- 
ject I  think  it  results  that  the  province  of  Loais* 
iana  comprised  West  Florida,  previous  to  the 
year  1762. 

What  is  done  with  it  at  this  epoch?  By  a 
secret  convention  of  the  8d  of  November  of  that 
year,  France  ceded  the  country  lying  west  of 
the  Mississippi,  ^d  the  island  of  New  Orleans 
to  Spain  ;  and  by  a  contemporaneous  act,  the 
articles  preliminary  to  the  definitive  Treaty  of 
1768,  she  transferred  West  Florida  to  England. 
Thus  at  the  same  instant  of  time  she  alienated 
the  whole  province. 

Posterior  to  this  gnmt,  Great  Britain,  having 
also  acquired  from  Spain  her  possessions  east  of 
the  Mississippi,  erected  the  countnr  into  two 
provinces,  East  and  West  Florida.  In  this  stste 
of  things  it  continued  until  the  peace  of  1783, 
when  Great  Britain,  in  consequence  of  the 


events  of  the  war,  surrendered  the  oonntiy  to 
Spain,  who  for  ih^firBt  time  came  into  the  ac- 
tual possession  of  West  Florida.  Well,  sir,  how 
does  she  dispose  of  it  ?  She  re-annexes  it  to 
the  residue  of  Louisiana ;  extends  the  janfl^^ 
tion  of  that  Government  to  it,  and  sobjects  the 
Governors  or  commandants  of  the  districts  of 
Baton  Bouge,  Feliciana,  Mobile,  and  Peosacola, 
to  the  authority  of  the  Governor  of  LoaisiADA, 
residing  at  New  Orleans ;  whereas  the  Goyer- 
nor  of  East  Florida  is  placed  wholly  without 
his  control,  and  is  made  amenable  directly  to 
the  Governor  of  the  Havana.  And  I  have  bees 
credibly  informed  that  aU  the  concessions  or 
grants  of  land,  made  in  West  Florida,  under  the 
authority  of  Spain,  run  in  the  name  of  the  ^<^ 
emment  of  Laumanct.  Ton  cannot  have  for- 
gotten that  about  the  period  when  we  took  pos- 
session of  New  Orleans,  under  the  Treaty  of 
Cession  from  France,  the  whole  country  rung 
with  the  nefarious  speculations  which  were  al- 
leged to  be  practising  in  that  city,  with  the 
connivance,  if  not  actual  participation  of  the 
Spanish  auUiorities,  by  the  procurement  of  sur- 
reptitious grants  of  land,  pamcularly  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Feliciana.  West  Florida,  then,  not  only 
as  France  has  held  it,  but  as  it  was  in  the  hands 
of  Spain,  made  a  part  of  the  province  of  Lonis- 
iana,  as  much  so  9e  the  Jurisdiction  or  district 
of  Baton  Bouge  constituted  a  part  of  West 
Florida. 

What,  then,  is  the  true  oonstruction  of  the 
Treaties  of  St.  Ildefonso  and  of  April,  1803, 
from  whence  our  title  is  derived  ?  If  an  ambi- 
guity exist  in  a  grant,  the  interpretation  most 
favorable  to  the  grantee  is  to  be  preferred.  It 
was  the  duty  of  the  grantor  to  have  expressed 
himself  in  j^in  and  intelligible  terms.  This  is 
the  doctrine  not  of  Coke  only,  (whose  dicta  1 
admit  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  qoestioc) 
but  of  the  code  of  universal  law.  The  doctrine 
is  entitled  to  augmented  force  when  a  daose 
only  of  the  instrument  is  exhibited,  in  which 
clause  the  ambiguity  lurks,  and  the  resdue  of 
the  instrument  is  kept  back  by  die  grantor. 
The  entire  convention  of  1762,  by  which  France 
transferred  Louisiana  to  Spain,  is  concealed,  and 
the  whole  of  the  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso.  except 
a  solitary  clause.  We  are  thus  deprived  of  the 
aid  which  a  full  view  of  both  of  those  instra- 
ments  would  aflfbrd.  But  we  have  no  occasion 
to  resort  to  any  rules  of  construction,  however 
reasonable  in  tiiemselves,  to  establish  onr  title. 
A  competent  knowledge  of  the  facts,  connect- 
ed with  the  case,  and  a  candid  appeal  to  the 
treaties,  are  alone  sufficient  to  manifest  onr 
right.  The  negotiatiors  of  the  treaty  of  1808 
having  signed  with  the  same  ceremony  two 
copie^  one  in  the  English  and  the  other  in  the 
French  language,  it  has  been  contended,  that  in 
the  English  version  the  term  "  cede  ^  has  heen 
erroneously  used  instead  of  **  retrooede,"  whidi 
is  the  expression  in  the  French  copy.  And  it  is 
argued  that  we  are  bound  by  the  phraseology 
of  the  French  copy,  because  it  is  declared  that 
the  treaty  was  agreed  to  in  that  language.   It 
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would  not  be  very  unfair  to  inquire  if  this  is 
not  like  the  common  case,  in  private  life,  where 
indiTidnals  enter  into  a  contract,  of  which  each 
party  retains  a  copy,  duly  executed.  In  such 
case  neither  has  the  preference.  We  might  as 
well  say  to  France  we  will  ding  by  the  English 
copy,  as  she  could  insist  upon  an  adherence  to 
the  French  copy  ;  and  if  she  urged  ignorance 
on  the  part  of  Mr.  Harbois,  her  negotiator,  of 
oor  language,  we  might,  with  equal  propriety, 
l^iead  ignorance  on  the  part  of  our  negotiators 
of  her  language.  As  this,  however,  is  a  disput- 
able point,  I  do  not  avail  myself  of  it ;  gentle- 
men shall  have  the  full  benefit  of  the  expres- 
sions in  the  French  copy.  According  to  this, 
then^  m  reciting  the  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso,  it 
is  declared  by  Spain  in  1800,  that  she  retro- 
cedes  to  France  the  colony  or  province  of 
Louisiana,  with  the  same  extent  that  it  then 
had  in  the  hands  of  Spain,  and  that  it  had  when 
fVance  possessed  it,  and  such  as  it  should  be 
after  the  treaties  subsequently  entered  into  be- 
tween Spain  and  other  States.  This  latter 
member  of  the  description  has  been  sufficiently 
explained  by  my  colleague,    f 

It  is  said  that  since  France  in  1762  ceded  to 
Spain  only  Louisiana  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  the  island  of  New  Orleans,  the  retrocession 
comprehended  no  more — that  the  retrocession 
ex  ti  termini  was  commensurate  witJi  and  lim- 
ited by  the  direct  cession  from  France  to 
Spain.  Kthis  were  true,  then  the  description, 
such  as  Spain  held  it,  that  is  in  1800,  comprising 
West  Florida,  and  such  as  France  possessed  it, 
that  is  in  1762,  prior  to  the  several  cessions, 
comprising  also  West  Florida,  would  be  totdly 
inoperative.  But  the  de^nition  of  the  term  re- 
trocession, contended  for  by  the  other  side,  is 
denied.  It  does  not  exclude  the  instrumentol- 
ity  of  a  third  party.  It  means  restoration  or 
reconveyance  of  the  thing  originally  ceded,  and 
so  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  acknowledged. 
I  admit  that  the  thing  restored  must  have  come 
to  the  restoring  party  from  the  party  to  whom 
it  is  retroceded,  whether  directly  or  indirectly 
is  wholly  immaterial.  In  its  passage  it  may 
have  come  through  a  dozen  hands.  The  retro- 
ceding  party  must  claim  under  and  in  virtue  of 
the  right  originally  possessed  by  the  party 
to  whom  the  retrocession  takes  place.  Allow 
me  to  put  a  case:  Ton  own  an  estate  called 
Louisiana.  Ton  convey  one  moiety  of  it  to  the 
gentleman  from  Delaware,  and  itie  other  to 
me ;  he  conveys  Ins  moiety  to  me,  and  I  thus 
become  entitled  to  the  whole.  By  a  suitable  in- 
strument I  reconvey  or  retrocede  the  estate 
called  Louisiana  to  you  as  I  now  hold  it,  and  as 
you  held  it;  what  passes  to  youf  The  whole 
estate  or  my  moiety  only?  Let  me  indulge 
another  supposition  :  that  the  gentleman  from 
Delaware,  after  he  received  from  you  his  moiety, 
bad  bestowed  a  new  denomination  upon  it,  and 
called  it  West  Florida,  would  that  circumstance 
vary  the  operation  of  my  act  of  retrocession  to 
yoal  The  case  supposed  is  in  truth  the  real 
cue  between  the  United   States  and   Spain. 


France  in  1762  transfers  Louisiana  west  of  the 
Mississippi  to  Spain,  and  at  the  same  time  con- 
veys the  eastern  portion  of  it,  exclusive  of  New 
Orleans,  to  Great  Britain.  Twenty  one  years 
after,  that  is  in  17^8,  Great  Britain  cedes  her 
part  to  Spain,  who  thus  becomes  possessed  of 
the  entire  province  j  one  portion  by  direct  ces- 
sion from  France,  and  the  residue  by  indirect 
cession.  Spain  tiien  held  the  whole  of  Louis- 
iana under  France,  and  in  virtue  of  the  title  of 
France.  The  whole  moved  or  passed  from 
France  to  her.  When,  therefore,  in  this  state 
of  things,  she  says,  in  the  Treaty  of  St.  Ilde- 
fonso, that  she  retrocedes  the  province  to 
France,  can  a  doubt  exist  that  she  parts  vrith, 
and  gives  back  to  France,  the  entire  colony  f 
To  preclude  the  possibility  of  such  a  doubt  she 
adds,  that  she  restores  it,  not  in  a  mutilated 
condition,  but  in  that  precise  condition  in  which 
France  had,  and  she  herself  possessed  it 

Having  tiius  shown,  as  I  conceive,  a  clear 
right  in  the  United  States  to  West  Florida,  I 
proceed  to  inquire  if  the  proclamation  of  the 
President  directing  the  occupation  of  property, 
which  is  thus  fairly  acquired  by  solemn  treaty, 
be  an  unauthorized  measure  of  war  and  of  legis- 
lation, as  has  been  contended. 

The  act  of  October,  1803,  contains  two  seo- . 
tions,  by  one  of  which  the  President  is  author- 
ized to  occupy  the  territories  ceded  to  us  by 
France  in  the  April  preceding.  The  other  em- 
powers the  President  to  establish  a  provisional 
government  there.  The  first  section  is  unlimit- 
ed in  its  duration ;  the  other  is  restricted  to  the 
expiration  of  the  then  session  of  Oongress»  The 
act,  therefore,  of  March,  1804,  declaring  that 
the  previous  act  of  October  should  continue  in 
force  until  the  first  of  October,  1804,  is  applica- 
ble to  the  second  and  not  the  first  section^  and 
was  intended  to  continue  the  provisional  gov- 
ernment of  the  President  By  the  act  of  the 
24th  of  February,  1804^  for  laying  duties  on 
goods  imported  into  tiie  ceded  territories,  the 
President  is  empowered,  whenever  he  deems  it 
e^edienty  to  erect  the  bay  and  river  Mobile, 
&c.,  into  a  separate  district,  and  to  establish 
thereui  a  port  of  entry  and  delivery.  By  this 
same  act  the  Orleans  Territory  is  laid  off,  and 
its  boundaries  are  so  defined  as  to  comprehend 
West  Florida.  By  other  acts  the  President  is 
authorized  to  remove  by  force,  under  certain 
circumstances,  persons  settling  or  taking  pos- 
session of  lands  ceded  to  the  United  States. 

These  laws  furnish  a  legislative  construction 
of  the  treaty,  correspondent  with  tliat  given  by 
the  Executive,  and  they  vest  in  this  branch  of 
the  Government  indisputably  a  power  to  take 
possession  of  the  country,  whenever  it  might 
be  proper  in  his  discretion.  The  President  has 
not,  tiierefore,  violated  the  constitution,  and 
usurped  the  war-making  power,  but  he  would 
have  violated  that  provision  which  requires  him 
to  see  that  the  laws  are  faithftilly  executed,  if 
he  had  longer  forborne  to  act  It  is  urged  that 
he  has  assumed  powers  belonging  to  Oongrefis 
in  undertaking  to  annex  the  portion  of  West 
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iloricLa  between  the  Mississippi  and  the  Perdido 
to  the  Orleans  Territory.  But  Oongresa,  as 
has  been  shown,  has  already  made  this  annex- 
ation the  limits  of  the  Orleans  Territory,  as 
prescribed  by  Congress,  comprehending  the 
oonntry  in  question.  The  President,  by  his 
proclamation,  has  not  n!iade  law,  bnt  haa  mere- 
ly declared  to  the  people  of  West  Florida  what 
md  law  is.  This  is  the  office  of  a  proclamation, 
and  it  was  highly  proper  that  the  people  of  that 
Territory  should  be  thus  notified.  By  the  act 
of  occupying  the  country,  the  Gbvemment  de 
factOy  whether  of  Spain,  or  the  reyolutionists, 
eeased  to  exist;  and  the  laws  of  the  Orleans 
Territory,  applicable  to  the  country,  by  opera- 
tion and  force  of  law,  attached  to  it.  Bat  this 
was  a  state  of  thiogs  which  the  people  might 
sot  know,  and  every  dictate  of  justice  and 
humanity  required,  therefore,  should  be  pro- 
claimed. I  consider  the  bill  before  us  merely 
in  the  light  of  a  declaratory  law. 

Kever  could  a  more  propitious  moment  pre- 
sent itself  for  the  exercise  of  the  discretionary 
power  placed  in  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and,  had  he  failed  to  embrace  it,  he 
wonld  have  been  criminally  inattentive  to  the 
dearest  interests  of  this  country.  It  cannot  be 
too  often  repeated,  that  if  Ouba  on  the  one 
hand,  and  Florida  on  the  other,  are  in  the  pos- 
session of  a  foreign  maritime  power,  the  im- 
mense country  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
watered  by  streams  &ohargmg  themselves  into 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico — ^that  is,  one-third,  nay 
more  than  two-thirds  of  the  United  States^ 
comprehending  Louisiana,  is  placed  at  the  mer- 
cy of  that  power.  The  possession  of  Florida  is 
a  guarantee  absolutely  necessary  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  navigation  of  those  streams.  The 
gentleman  from  Delaware  anticipates  the  most 
direful  consequences  from  the  occupation  of  tbe 
country.  He  supposes  a  sally  from  a  Spanish 
garrison  upon  the  American  forces,  and  asks 
what  is  to  be  done?  We  attempt  a  peaceful 
possession  of  the  country,  to  which  we  are  fkirly 
entitled.  If  the  wronsfbl  occupants  under  the 
authority  of  Spain  assau  our  troops,  I  trust  they 
will  retneve  the  lost  honor  of  the  nation  in  the 
case  of  tiie  Chesapeake.  Suppose  an  attack 
upon  any  portion  of  the  American  army  within 
the  acknowledged  limits  of  the  United  States 
by  a  Spanish  force  9  In  such  event  there  would 
exist  but  a  single  honorable  and  manly  course. 
The  gentleman  conceives  it  ungenerous  that  we 
should  at  this  moment,  when  Spain  is  encom- 
passed and  pressed  on  all  sides  by  the  immense 
gower  of  her  enemy,  occupy  West  Florida, 
hall  we  sit  by,  passive  spectators,  and  witness 
the  interesting  transactions  in  that  country — 
transactions  which  tend  to  jeopardize,  in  the 
most  imminent  degree,  our  rights,  without  in- 
terference ?  Are  you  prepared  to  see  a  foreign 
power  seize  what  belongs  to  us  ?  I  have  hea^ 
in  the  most  credible  manner  that,  about  the  pe- 
riod when  the  President  took  his  measures  in 
relation  to  that  country,  the  agents  of  a  for- 
eign power  were  intriguing  with  the  people 


there  to  induce  them  to  come  under  his  domin- 
ion. 

lYhether  this  be  the  fact  or  not,  it  cannot  be 
doubted,  that  if  you  neglect  the  present  ans|ii- 
cious  moment — ^if  you  r^ect  the  proffered  boon, 
some  other  nation,  profitiug  by  your  erron^ 
will  seize  the  occasion  to  get  a  fatal  footing  in 
your  southern  frt>ntier.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying,  that  if  a  parent  country  will  not  or  can- 
not maintain  its  authority  in  a  colony  a^aoent 
to  us,  and  there  exists  in  it  a  state  of  misrole 
and  disorder,  menacing  our  peace,  and  if  more- 
over such  colony,  by  pasnng  into  the  hands  of 
any  other  power,  would  become  dangerona  to 
the  integrity  of  tne  Union,  and  manifestly  tend 
to  the  subversion  of  our  laws ;  we  have  a  rigfa^ 
upon  eternal  principles  of  aeif-preservation,  to 
lay  hold  of  it.  This  principle  alone,  independ- 
ent of  any  title,  would  warrant  our  occupation 
of  West  Florida.  But  it  is  not  necessary  to  re- 
sort to  it,  our  title  being  in  my  judgment  inoon- 
testably  good. 


Moin>AY,  December  81. 
John  Tatlob,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  in 
place  of  Thomas  Sumter,  resigned,  produced  his 
credentials  which  were  read ;  and  the  oath  pre- 
scribed by  law  having  been  administered  to 
him,  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 


Wbdnbsrat,  January  2,  1811. 
Andbbw  Gbego,  from  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 


Monday,  January  7. 
James  A.  Bayabd,  from  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware, toot:  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 


TuBSDAY,  Janoary  8. 

Thomas  Wobthinoton,  appointed  a  Senator 

by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  in  phwe 

of  Bbtubn  Jonathan  Mbigs,  resigned,  prodaoed 

his  credentials,  which  were  read ;  and  the  oath 

Erescribed  by  law  having  been  administered  to 
im,  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 


Monday,  January  14. 
Jambs  Tubnbb,  from  the  State  of  North  Ga^ 
olina,  took  his  seat  in  the  Senatei 


Tuesday,  January  29. 

Mimmppi  Territory, 
Mr.  Andbbson  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Represents 
tives  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying  that 
the  said  Territory  may  be  admitted  as  a  State 
into  the  Union,  upon  the  footing  (tf  the  original 
States,  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  Messra  Ab- 
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DEBSOH,  BATiLBD,  and  Dava,  were  app<nnted 
the  committee. 

The  memorial  is  as  follows : 

To  the  homorcMe  the  Senate  qnd  Route  ofJUpreeen- 
W^ves  of  the  United  States  m  Congress  ast^nbkd: 
Tbe  memorial  naanimoadj  adopted,  of  the  Legida- 
tire  CooDcQ  and  House  of  Repreaentatives  of  MiBsis- 
iip|»  Teiritoiy,  in  General  AMembly  oonyened,  re- 
ipectfoHy  states,  That  by  the  articles  of  agreement 
uid  oessian  between  the  United  States  and  uie  State 
of  Gecnqfpa,  an  act  for  the  amicably  settlement  of 
Ihnits  with  the  State  of  Georgia,  &c.,  and  an  act  sup- 
plemental thereto,  the  Groyemment  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory  was  oigaaized  and  established,  and  '*  all 
and  singolar  the  rights,  priyileges,  and  advantages, 
granted  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  north-west 
of  the  river  Ohio,  bj  an  ordinance  of  the  18th  day 
of  Jnl^,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven,  were  extended  to  the  people  of  the  Mississippi 
Territosy :"  And  by  the  said  articles  of  agreement 
and  cession,  it  is  provided  ^  That  the  Territory  thus 
ceded  shall  form  a  State,  and  be  admitted  as  such 
into  tbe  Union  as  soon  as  it  shall  contain  sixty  thou- 
•aud  free  inhabitants,  or  at  an  earlier  period,  if  Con- 
gress shall  think  it  expedient" 

Yoor  memorialists  state,  that  although  they  do 
Bot  pretend  to  have  the  number  required  by  the  said 
articles  of  agreement  and  cession,  and  tiie  ordinance 
to  entitle  our  Territory  as  a  matter  of  right  into  the 
Union,  upon  the  footing  of  one  of  the  original  States ; 
yet,  we  hope  that  our  numbers  (as  will  appear  by  the 
census  now  taken  under  a  law  of  the  United  States) 
sie  sufficiently  respectable  to  induce  your  honorable 
body  to  admit  the  Mississippi  Territoiy  into  the 
Union,  as  a  matter  of  expediency. 

Your  memorialists  conceive  it  nnnecessaiy  to  de- 
tail the  many  reasons  which  might  be  adduced  in 
support  of  dieir  petition,  but  think  it  sufficient  to 
say,  ^t,  as  tbe  people  of  this  Territoiy  are  able  to 
\xMx  the  expenses  of  a  State  Government  with  con- 
venienoe  to  diemsdves,  and  at  the  same  tmie  will 
relieve  the  Government  of  the  United  States  frofn  the 
cares  and  expenses  incident  to  the  Territorial  form 
of  government ;  and  that  whatever  views  the  form  of 
government  (mider  which  they  have,  perhaps,  not 
very  patiently  lived)  for  about  twelve  years,  was 
finmed,  it  is  found  from  experience,  to  be  imfriendly  to 
republicanism  ;  and  is  such  a  one  as  every  American 
m  heart  is  solicitous  to  be  relieved  from.  We,  there- 
fine,  pray  your  honorable  body  to  pass  a  law  author- 
isng  a  convention  to  be  called,  for  the  purpose  of 
farming  a  constitution  and  State  Government  in  the 
IfissiBsippi  Territory,  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union 
upon  the  footing  of  the  original  States. 

Tour  memorialists,  from  a  knowledge  of  your  in- 
ddgence  to  &e  people  of  the  Territories  north-west 
of  the  river  Ohio,  when  in  a  situation  similar  to  their 
own,  are  sanguine  in  their  expectations,  that  your 
honorable  body  will  grant  to  them  the  prayer  of 
tiieb  petition. 

And  thoj  will  ever  pray,  &o. 

F.  L.  CLAIBORNE, 

Speaker  of  the  House, 
ALEX.  MONTGOMERY, 
President  of  Legislative  Council. 
Attest:  Wx.  C.  Wihstton, 

Clerk  Souse  </Meps.  M.  T. 


Wednesday,  January  80. 
Territory  of  Orleans, 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the 
amendment  proposed  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Dana, 
to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  enable  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Territory  of  Kew  Orleans  to  form  a 
oonstitntion  and  State  Government,  aud  for  the 
admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an 
eqoal  footing  with  the  original  States,  and  for 
other  purposes :  "  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Olat, 
it  was  agreed  to  divide  the  question ;  and,  on 
the  question  to  agree  to  the  first  division  of 
the  amendment,  to  wit : 

Provided,  That  this  act  shall  not  be  imderstood  to 
admit  such  State  into  the  Union,  as  aforesaid,  unless 
each  of  the  States  shall  consent  to  the  same : 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — ^yeas  10, 
nays  18,  as  follows: 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Bradley,  Champlin,  Dana,  Ger- 
man, Gilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Lloyd,  Pickering, 
and  Reed. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Campbell,  Clay,  Condlt,  Franklin, 
Gullard,  Gregg,  Lambert,  Leib,  Mathewson,  Pope, 
Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Whiteside,  and  Worthington. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  second  divi- 
sion of  the  amendment,  to  wit: 

Provided,  That  this  act  shall  not  be  understood  to 
admit  such  State  into  the  Union  as  aforesaid,  unless 
there  shall  be  a  constitutional  amendment  empower- 
ing the  Congress  to  admit  into  the  Union  new  States 
formed  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States^ 
as  known  and  understood  at  the  time  of  establishing 
the  Constitution  for  the  United  States : 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  &, 
nays  17,  as  follows : 

Ybas. — ^Messrs.  Champlin,  Dana,  German,  Gil- 
man,  Goodrich,  Lloyd,  Pickering,  and  Keed. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Campbell,  Clay,  Condit,  Franklin, 
Gaillsod,  Gregg,  Lambert,  Leib,  Mathewson,  Robin- 
son, Smith  of  Maryhind,  Smith  of  New  Toric,  Tait, 
Taylor,  Turner,  Whiteside,  and  Worthington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bbadlet,  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  to  the  second 
Monday  in  February  next,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative. 

On  the  question,  Shall  tbe  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative — ^yeas  17,  nays  10,  as  follows : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Brent,  Clay,  Condit,  Franklin, 
Gaillard,  Gregg,  Lambert,  Mathewson,  Pope,  Robin- 
son, Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  Yoik,  Tait, 
Taylor,  Turner,  Whiteside,  and  Worthington. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bradley,  Champlin,  Dana,  Ger- 
man, GQman,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Lloyd,  Pickering, 
and  Reed. 


Friday,  February  1. 
The  credentials  of  James  A.  Batajsd,  ap- 
pointed a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Delaware,  for  the  term  of  six  y^rs 
from  the  third  day  of  March  next :  and  of  Wil- 
liam H.  Orawtobd,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  for  the 
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term  of  six  years  from  the  third  day  of  March 
next,  were  severally  read^  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  file. 


Wednesday,  February  6. 
Mr.  Bbadley  presented  the  petition  of  Char- 
lotte Hazen,  relict  of  the  late  Brigadier  General 
MoBes  Haz^  praying  a  grant  of  land  may  be 
made  to  her,  as  a  Canadian  refugee,  or  that  a 
small  addition,  in  lien  thereof,  may  be  added  to 
her  present  pension  from  Congress,  for  reasons 
dtated  at  large  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and 
Messrs.  Bbadlet,  Fbamklin,  and  Gsbmam,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 


Monday,  Febmary  11. 
Banh  of  the  United  States. 

The  Senate  resnmed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  amend  and  continue  in  force 
an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States," 
passed  on  the  26th  day  of  Febrnary,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-one. 

Mr.  Andesson  said  that  having  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  who  reported  the  bill  be* 
fore  the  Senate,  and  not  feeling  himself  at 
liberty  to  oppose  the  introduction  of  the  report, 
yet,  thinking  it  might  be  advisable  to  try  the 
principle  before  they  proceeded  to  discuss  the 
details,  he  should  move  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bilL  He  would  barely  observe 
that,  was  this  not  a  question  which  was  gene- 
rally understood,  on  which  not  only  every  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  but  every  citizen  of  the 
United  States  had  made  up  his  mind,  he  should 
'  feel  himself  bound  to  offer  reasons  in  support 
of  the  motion ;  but,  inasmuch  as  it  was  a  ques- 
tion which  every  gentleman  had  doubtless  de- 
cided in  his  own  mind,  he  felt  unwilling  to  take 
up  any  more  of  the  attention  of  the  Senate, 
especially  so  late  in  the  session,  when  there  was 
so  much  business  of  importance  before  them 
which  required  to  be  acted  on. 

Mr.  Cbawtobd  said  that  he  should  proceed, 
though  reluctantly,  to  explain  the  reasons  of 
the  committee  for  reporting  the  bill,  which  is 
now  under  consideration.  After  the  most  mi- 
nute examination  of  the  constitution,  the  minori- 
ty of  that  committee  were  decidedly  of  opinion 
tiiiat  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  were 
clearly  invested  with  power  to  pass  such  a  bilL 
The  object  of  the  constitution  was  two-fold: 
Ist,  the  delegation  of  certain  general  powers,  of 
a  national  natures  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States ;  and  2d,  the  limitation  or  restric- 
tion of  the  State  sovereignties.  Upon  the  most 
tborouffh  examination  of  this  instrument,  I  am 
induced  to  believe,  that  many  of  the  various 
oonstructions  given  to  it  are  the  result  of  a  be- 
lief that  it  is  absolutely  perfect.  It  has  become 
10  extremely  fashionable  to  eulogize  this  con- 
stitution! whether  the  object  of  the  eulogbt  is 


the  extension  or  contraction  of  the  poweit  of 
the  Government,  that  whenever  its  eulogiom  is 
pronounced,  I  feel  an  involuntary  appreheaaoa 
of  mischief.  Upon  the  faith  of  this  imputed 
perfection,  it  has  been  declared  to  be  inconsut- 
ent  with  the  entire  spirit  and  charaoter  of  thn 
instrument)  to  suppose  that  after  it  has  given  t 
general  power  it  should  afterwards  delegates 
specific  power  fairly  comprehended  within  the 
general  power.  A  rational  analysis  of  the  con- 
stitution will  refute  in  the  most  demonstratire 
manner  this  idea  of  its  perfection.  This  analjsb 
may  excite  unpleasant  sensations;  it  may  asail 
honest  pr^udices ;  for  there'  can  be  no  doobt 
that  honest  prcijudices  frequentiy  exist,  and  are 
many  times  perfectly  innocent  But  when  these 
prejudices  tend  to  destroy  even  the  object  of 
their  affection,  it  is  essentially  necessary  that 
they  should  be  eradicated.  In  the  present  csssi 
if  there  be  any  who,  under  the  convicti(a  that 
the  constitution  is  perfect,  are  disposed  to  ^ts 
it  a  construction  that  will  render  it  wholly  im- 
becile, the  public  welfare  requires  that  the  tcQ 
should  be  rent,  and  that  its  iinperfection  shodd 
be  disclosed  to  public  view.  By  this  diBclosore 
it  will  cease  to  be  the  object  of  adoration,  hot 
it  will  nevertheless  be  entitied  to  our  wannest 
attachment 

The  8th  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the  con- 
stitution contains  among  others  the  following 
grant  of  powers,  viz :  to  coin  money,  regulate 
the  value  thereof  and  of  foreign  coin,  and  fix 
the  standard  of  weights  and  measures ;  to  raise 
and  support  armies;  to  provide  and  maintain  a 
navy ;  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  na- 
tions, and  among  the  several  States,  and  with 
the  Indian  tribes;  to  establish  post-offices  and 
post  roads.  This  selection  contains  five  grants 
of  general  power.  Under  the  power  to  coin 
money  it  is  conceived  that  Congr^  would  haw 
a  right  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  cood- 
terfeiting  the  money  aft^r  it  was  coined,  and 
that  this  power  is  finirly  incidental  ^and  com- 
prehended in,  the  general  power.  The  power 
to  raise  armies  and  provide  andmdntain  a  navy 
comprehends,  beyond  the  possibility  of  donbt 
the  right  to  make  rules  for  the  government  and 
regulation  of  the  land  and  naval  forces ;  and  jet 
in  these  three  cases,  the  constitution,  after  mak- 
ing the  grant  of  general  power,  dtJegates  sped- 
fically  the  powers  which  are  fairly  comprehend- 
ed within  the  ^eral  power.  If  this,  however, 
should  be  demed^  t^e  construction  which  has 
been  uniformly  given  to  the  remaining  powers 
which  have  be^  selected,  will  establish  the 
fact  beyond  the  power  of  contradiction.  Under 
the  power  to  regulate  commerce,  Congress  has 
exercised  the  power  of  erecting  light-hooses, 
as  incident  to  that  power,  and  fairly  compre- 
hended within  it  Under  the  power  to  estab- 
lish post-offices,  a4d  post  roads,  Congress  has 
provided  for  the  punishment  of  offences  against 
the  Post-Office  Department  If  the  Congrws 
can  exercise  an  incidental  power  not  gra^^JJ* 
one  case,  it  can  in  all  cases  of  a  similar  km<L 
But  it  is  said,  that  the  enumeration  of  certam 
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powers  ezclodes  aU  other  powere  not  enume- 
rated. This  is  tme  so  &r  as  original  substan- 
tive grants  of  power  are  ooncemed,  but  it  is  not 
trae  when  applied  to  express  grants  of  power, 
which  are  strictly  incidental  to  some  original 
and  sabstantive  grant  of  power.  If  it  were  trae 
in  relation  to  them,  Oongress  could  not  pass  a 
law  to  ptmish  offences  against  the  Post-Office 
Establishment,  becanse  the  oonstitntion  has  ex- 
pressly given  the  power  to  punish  offences 
against  tibe  current  coin,  and  as  it  has  given  the 
power  topunisb  offences  committed  against  that 
grant  of  general  power,  and  has  withheld  it  in 
relation  to  the  power  to  establish  post-offices  and 
post  roads.  Oongress  cannot,  according  to  this 
rale  of  construction,  so  warmly  contended  for, 
paas  any  law  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of 
such  offences.  The  power  to  make  rules  for 
the  regolation  and  government  of  the  land  and 
naval  forces,  I  have  shown  to  be  strictly  inci- 
dental to  the  power  to  raise  armies,  and  provide 
and  maintain  navies ;  but,  according  to  this  rule 
of  construction,  all  incidental  powers  are  exclud- 
ed except  the  few  which  are  enumerated,  which 
would  exclude  from  all  daim  to  constitutionali- 
ty, nearly  one-half  of  your  laws^  and,  what  is 
still  more  to  be  deprecated,  would  render  your 
constitution  equafly  imbecile  with  the  old  arti- 
cles of  confederation.  When  we  come  to  ex- 
amine the  4th  artide,  the  absurdity  of  this  rule 
of  construction,  and  also  of  the  idea  of  perfec- 
tion which  has  been  attributed  to  the  constitu- 
tion, win  be  equally  manifest.  This  article  ap- 
pears to  be  of  a  miscellaneous  character  and 
veiy  nmilar  to  the  codicil  of  a  will.  The  first 
article  provides  for  the  organization  of  Oon- 
gress; defines  its  powers ;  prescribes  limitations 
upon  the  powers  previously  granted ;  and  sets 
metes  and  bounds  to  the  authority  of  the  State 
Governments.  The  second  article  provides  for 
the  organization  of  the  Executive  Department, 
and  defines  its  power  and  duty.  The  8d  article 
defines  the  tenure  by  which  the  persons  in 
whom  the  Judicial  power  may  be  vested  shall 
hold  their  offices,  and  prescribes  the  extent  of 
their  power  and  jurisdiction.  These  three  arti- 
cles provide  for  the  three  great  departments  of 
Government  called  into  existence  by  the  con- 
stitution, but  some  other  provisions  just  then 
occur,  which  ought  to  have  been  included  in 
one  or  the  other  of  the  preceding  articles,  and 
these  provisions  are  incorporated  and  compose 
the  4th  article.  The  1st  section  of  it  declares, 
that  **  full  faith  and  credit  shall  be  given  in  each 
State,  to  the  public  acts,  reoorda,  and  Judicial 
proceedings  of  every  other  State.  And  the  Oon- 
gress may  by  general  law/  prescribe  the  man- 
ner in  whidb  such  acts,  records,  and  proceed- 
ings shall  be  proved,  and  the  effect  tiiereo£" 
In  the  second  section  it  declares,  that  a  person, 
eharged  in  any  State  with  treason,  felony,  or 
other  crime,  who  shall  fiee  from  justice,  and  be 
found  in  another  State,  shall,  on  demand  of  the 
Executive  authority  or  the  State  from  which  he 
fled,  be  delivered  up,  to  be  removed  to  the  State 
having  jnrisdiotion  of  the  crime.     A  similar 


I>rovinon  is  contained  in  the  same  section,  rela- 
tive to  fugitives  who  are  bound  to  labor,  by  the 
laws  of  any  State.  In  the  first  case  which  has 
been  selected,  express  authority  has  been  given 
to  Oongress,  to  prescribe  the  manner  in  which 
the  records,  &c.,  should  be  proved,  and  also  the 
effect  thereof,  but  in  the  other  two,  no  authori- 
ty is  given  to  Oongress,  and  yet  the  bare  inspec- 
tion of  the  three  cases  will  prove  that  the  inter- 
ference of  Oongress  is  less  necessary  in  the  first 
than  in  the  two  remaining  cases.  A  record 
must  always  be  proved  by  itself,  because  it  is 
the  highest  evidence  of  which  the  case  admits. 
The  effect  of  a  record  ought  to  depend  upon  the 
laws  of  the  State  of  which  it  is  a  record,  and, 
thesefore,  the  power  to  prescribe  the  effect  of  a 
record  was  wholly  unnecessary,  and  has  been  so 
held  by  Oongress — ^no  law  having  been  passed 
to  prescribe  the  effect  of  a  record.  In  the  sec- 
ona  case  there  seems  to  be  some  apparent  rea- 
son for  passing  a  law  to  ascertain  the  officer 
upon  whom  the  demand  is  to  be  made ;  what 
evidence  of  the  identity  of  the  person  demanded 
and  of  the  guilt  of  the  party  charged  must  be 
produced  before  the  obligation  to  deliver  diall 
be  complete.  The  same  apparent  reason  exists 
for  the  passage  of  a  law  relative  to  fugitives 
from  labor.  According,  however,  to  the  rule 
of  constraction  contended  for,  Oongress  cannot 
pass  any  law  to  cany  the  constitution  into 
effect,  in  the  two  last  cases  selected,  because 
express  power  has  been  given  in  the  first  and  is 
withheld  in  the  two  last.  Oongress  has  never- 
theless passed  laws  to  carry  those  provisions 
into  effect,  and  this  exercise  of  power  has  never 
been  complained  of  by  the  people  or  the  States. 
Mr.  President,  it  is  contended  by  those  who 
are  opposed  to  the  passage  of  this  bill,  that 
Oongress  can  exercise  no  power  by  application, 
and  yet  it  is  admitted,  nay,  even  asserted,  that 
Oongress  would  have  power  to  pass  all  laws 
necessary  to  carry  the  constitution  into  effect, 
whether  it  had  given  or  withheld  the  power 
which  is  contained  in  the  following  paragraph 
of  the  8th  section  of  the  1st  article :  ^^  to  make 
all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  prefer 
for  carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers 
and  all  other  powers  vested  by  this  constitution 
in  the  Government  of  the  United  States  or  in 
any  department  or  officer  thereof."  If  this 
part  of  the  constitution  really  confers  no  power, 
it  at  least,  according  to  this  opinion,  strips  it  or 
that  attribute  of  perfection  which  has  by  these 
gentiemen  been  ascribed  to  it  But,  sir,  this  is 
not  the  fact.  It  does  confer  power  of  the  most 
substantial  and  salutary  nature.  Let  us,  sir, 
take  a  view  of  the  constitution  upon  the  snp- 
podtion  that  no  power  is  vested  in  the  Govern- 
ment by  this  dause,  and  see  how  the  exclusion 
of  power  by  implication  can  be  reconciled  to 
the  most  important  acts  of  the  Government. 
The  constitution  has  expressly  g^iven  Oongress 
power  ^^  to  constitute  tribunals  inferior  to  the 
Supreme  Oourt,"  but  it  has  nawhere  expressly 
given  the  power  to  constitute  a  supreme  court 
m  the  8d  article  it  is  said,  ^  the  Judicial  power 
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of  the  United  States  shall  he  vested  in  one  Su- 
preme Court)  and  in  snch  inferior  oonrts  as  the 
Congress  maj  from  time  to  time  ordain  and 
estahlish.''  The  discretion,  which  is  here  given 
to  Congress,  is  confined  to  the  inferior  courts, 
which  it  may  from  time  to  time  ordain  and 
establish,  and  not  to  the  Supreme  Court.  In 
the  discussion  which  took  place  upon  the  biU 
to  repeal  the  Judicial  system  of  the  United 
States  in  the  year  1802,  this  distinction  is 
stronely  insisted  upon  by  the  advocates  for  the 
repeal.  The  Supreme  Court  was  said  to  be  the 
creature  of  the  constitution,  and,  therefore,  in- 
tangible, but  that  Congress,  possessing  a  discre- 
tionary power  to  create  or  not  to  create  inferior 
tribunals,  had  the  same  discretionary  power  to 
abolish  them  whenever  it  was  expedient  But 
if  even  the  discretionary  power  here  vested 
does  extend  to  the  Supreme  Court,  yet  the 
power  of  Congress  to  establiEJi  that  court  must 
rest  upon  implication,  and  upon  implication 
alone.  Under  the  authority  to  establish  tribu-. 
nals  inferior  to  the  Supreme  Court,  the  power 
to  establish  a  Supreme  Court  would,  according 
to  my  ideas,  be  vested  in  Congress  by  implica- 
tion. And,  sir,  it  is  only  vested  by  im|dication, 
even  if  the  declaration,  that  Congress  shall 
have  power  to  pass  all  laws  necessary  and 
proper  to  carry  into  effect  the  power  vested  in 
any  department  or  officer  of  the  Government 
should  be  held  to  be  an  operative  grant.  Un- 
der tiiis  grant,  Congress  can  pass  laws  to  carry 
into  effect  the  powers  vested  in  the  Judicial 
department?  What  are  the  powers  vested  in 
this  department.  That  it  shall  exercise  Juris- 
diction in  all  cases  in  law  and  equity  arising 
under  this  constitution,  &c.,  in  all  cases  affect- 
ing ambassadors,  &c.,  but  the  power  to  create 
the  department  and  to  carry  into  effect  the 
powers  given  to  or  vested  in  that  department, 
are  very  different  things. 

The  power  to  create  the  Supreme  Court  can- 
not be  expressly  granted  in  the  power  to  pass 
all  laws  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect the  powers  vested  in  that  court,  but  must^. 
as  I  have  endeavored  to  prove,  be  derived  from 
implication.  Let  me  explain  my  understanding 
of  a  power  which  exists  by  implication,  by  an 
example  which  will  be  comprehended  by  all 
who  hear  me.  In  a  devise,  an  estate  is  granted 
to  A,  after  the  death  of  B,  and  no  express  dis- 
position is  made  of  the  estate  durmg  the  life  of 
A ;  in  that  case  A  is  said  to  have  an  estate  for 
life,  by  implication,  in  the  property  so  devised. 
80  when  the  constitution  gives  the  right  to 
create  tribunals  inferior  to  the  Supreme  Court, 
the  right  to  create  the  Supreme  is  vested  in 
Congress  by  implication.  Shall  we  after  this 
be  told  that  Congress  cannot  constitutionally 
exercise  any  right  by  implication?  By  the 
exercise  of  a  right  derived  .only  from  implicar 
tion,  Congress  has  organized  a  Supreme  Cburt, 
and  then,  as  incidents  to  power,  existing  only 
by  implication,  it  has  passed  laws  to  punish  of- 
fences against  the  law  by  which  the  court  has 
been  created  and  organized.    Sir,  the  right  of 


the  Government  to  accept  of  the  District  oi 
Columbia,  exists  only  by  implication.  Tlie  right 
of  the  Government  to  purchase  or  aoo^t  of 
places  for  the  erection  of  forts,  magazines,  arse- 
nals, and  dockyards,  exists  only  by  implioation, 
and  yet  no  man  In  the  nation,  so  fjur  as  my 
knowledge  extends,  has  complained  of  the  ex- 
ercise of  those  implied  powera,  as  an  nnooiuta- 
tutional  usurpation  of  power.  The  right  to 
purchase  or  except  of  places  for  the  erection 
of  light-houses,  as  well  as  the  right  to  erect 
and  support  light-houses,  must  be  deriyed  by 
implication  alone,  if  any  such  right  exists.  Tlie 
clause  in  the  constitution  which  gives  Gongretti 
the  power  ^^to  exercise  exclusive  legislation  in 
all  cases  whatsoever,  over  such  district  (not  ex- 
ceeding ten  miles  square)  as  may,  by  oeeeion 
of  particular  States,  and  the  acceptance  of  Con- 
gress, become  the  seat  of  Goremment  of  tiie 
United  States,  and  to  exercise  like  authority 
over  all  places  purchased  by  the  consent  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  in  which  the  same 
shall  be,  for  the  erection  of  forte,  magadnea, 
arsenals,  dockyards,  and  other  needftd  build- 
ings," certainly  g^ves  no  express  power  to  ao- 
cept  or  purchase  any  of  the  plaoes,  destined 
for  the  uses  therein  specified.  The  only  power 
expressly  given  in  this  clause  is  that  of  exercis^ 
ing  exclusive  legidation  in  such  places;  the 
right  to  accept  or  purchase  must  be  derived  by 
implication  from  this  clause,  or  it  must  be  shown 
to  be  comprehended  in  or  incidental  to  some 
other  power  expressly  delegated  by  the  consti- 
tution. I  shall  now  attempt  to  show,  that  ao- 
cordittg  to  the  construction  which  has  been 
given  to  other  parts  of  this  conatitntionf  Con- 
gress has  the  right  to  incorporate  a  bank  to  en- 
able it  to  manage  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  na- 
tion. If  this  can  be  done,  and  if  it  can  also  be 
shown  that  the  correctness  of  such  oonstmotion 
has  never  excited  murmur  or  complaint — that 
it  has  not  even  been  questioned,  I  shall  have 
accomplished  every  thing  which  it  will  be  in- 
cumbent on  rae  to  prove,  to  justify  the  passage 
of  the  bill  upon  your  table.  The  power  to  lay 
and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts  and  exoiseS) 
together  with  the  power  to  pass  all  laws  which 
may  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into 
effect  the  foregoing  powers^  when  tested  by  the 
same  rule  of  construction  which  has  been  ap- 
plied to  other  parts  of  the  constitution,  imj 
invests  Congress  with  the  power  to  create  a 
bank.  Under  the  power  to  regulate  oommeroe. 
Congress  exercises  the  ri^  of  building  and 
supporting  light-houses.  What  do  we  under- 
stand by  regulating  conmierce?  Where  do 
you  expect  to  find  regulations  of  commerce? 
Will  any  man  look  for  them  any  where  else 
than  in  your  treaties  with  foreign  nations,  and 
in  vour  statutes  regulating  your  custom-houses 
and  custom-house  officers?  What  are  the  rea- 
sons for  vesting  Congress  with  the  right  to 
regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and 
among  the  several  States?  Tlie  commerce  <tf  a 
nation  is  a  matter  of  the  greatest  importance 
in  all  dviiized  countries.   It  depends  upon  00m* 
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pacts  with  other  nationa,  and  whether  thej  are 
beneficial  or  prejudicial  depends  not  so  much  on 
the  reciprocal  interest  of  nations  as  upon  their 
capacity  to  defend  their  rights  and  redress 
their  wrongs.  It  was  therefore  highly  import- 
ant that  the  right  to  regulate  commerce  with 
foreign  nations  ^onld  be  vested  in  the  National 
Ooyemment.  If  the  regnlation  of  commerce 
among  the  several  States  had  been  left  with 
the  States,  a  multiplicity  of  conflicting  rela- 
tions would  have  been  the  consequence.  End- 
less collisions  would  have  been  created,  and 
that  harmony  and  good  neighborhood,  so  essen- 
tial between  the  members  of  a  Federal  Bepub- 
lie,  would  have  been  whoUy  unattainable.  The 
b^  interest  of  the  community,  therefore,  im- 
periously required,,  that  this  power  should  be 
delegated  to  Oongrees.  Not  so  of  light-houses. 
The  interest  of  the  States  would  have  induced 
them  to  erect  light-houses,  where  they  were 
necessary,  and  when  erected  they  woidd  have 
been  equally  beneficial  to  their  own  vessels,  the 
vessels  of  their  sister  States,  and  of  foreign  na- 
tions. The  performance  of  this  duty 'could 
have  been  most  safely  confided  to  the  States. 
They  were  better  informed  of  the  situations  in 
which  they  ought  to  be  erected  than  Congress 
could  possibly  be,  and  could  enforce  the  execu- 
tion of  such  regulations  as  might  be  necessary 
to  make  them  usefuL  How  then  has  it  hap- 
pened that  Congress  has  taken  upon  itself  the 
right  to  erect  lightrhouses^  under  their  general 
power  to  regulate  commerce?  I  have  heard 
and  seen  in  the  public  prints  a  great  deal  of 
unintelligible  Jargon  about  the  incidentality  of 
a  law  to  the  power  delegated  and  intended  to 
be  executed  by  it,  and  of  its  relation  to  the  end 
which  is  to  be  accomplished  by  its  exercise, 
which  I  acknowledge  I  do  not  clearly  and  dis- 
taactly  comprehend,  and  must  therefore  be  ex- 
cused from  answering.  I  speak  now  of  the 
public  newspapers,  to  which  I  am  compelled  to 
resort  to  ascertain  the  objections  which  are 
made  to  this  measure,  as  gentlemen  have  per- 
severed in  refusing  to  aadgn  the  reasons  which 
have  induced  them  to  oppose  the  passage  of 
the  biH  But,  or,  I  can  dearly  comprehend 
that  the  right  to  erect  light-houses  is  not  inci- 
dental to  Uie  power  of  regulating  commerce, 
unless  every  tUng  is  incidental  to  that  power 
which  tends  to  facilitate  and  promote  the  pros- 
perity of  commerce.  It  is  contended  that  under 
the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  imposts,  and 
duties,  you  can  pass  all  laws  necessary  for  that 
purpose,  but  they  must  be  laws  to  lay  and  col- 
fect  taxes,  imposts,  and  duties,  and  not  laws 
whieh  tend  to  promote  the  collection  of  taxes. 
A  law  to  erect  light-houses  is  no  more  a  law  to 
regulate  commerce,  than  a  law  creating  a  bank 
18  a  law  to  collect  taxes,  imposts  and  duties. 
Bat  the  erection  of  light-nouses  tends  to  facili- 
tate and  promote  the  security  and  prosperity 
of  commerce,  and  in  an  equal  degree  the  erec- 
tion of  a  hvak  tends  to  facilitate  and  insure  the 
odleotion,  safe-keeping,  and  transmission  of 
your  revenue.    If^  by  wis  rule  of  oonstructioUy 


which  is  applied  to  light-houses,  but  denied  to 
the  bank.  Congress  can,  as  incidental  to  the 
power  to  regulate  commerce,  erect  light-houses, 
it  wUl  be  easy  to  show  that  the  same  right  may 
be  exercised,  as  incidental  to  the  power  of  lay- 
ing and  collecting  duties  and  imposts.  Duties 
cannot  be  collected,  unless  vessels  importing 
dutiable  merchandise  arrive  in  port ;  whatever, 
therefore,  tends  to  secure  their  safe  arrival  may 
be  exercised  under  the  general  power ;  the 
erection  of  light-houses  does  facilitate  the  safe 
arrival  of  vessels  in  port,  and  Congress  there- 
fore can  exercise  this  right  as  incidental  to  the 
power  to  lay  imposts  and  duties. 

But  it  is  said  the  advocates  of  the  bank  differ 
among  themselves  in  fixing  upon  tiie  general 
power  to  which  the  right  to  create  a  bank  is 
incidental,  and  that  this  difference  proves  that 
there  is  no  incidentality,  to  use  a  favorite  ex- 
pression, between  that  and  any  one  of  the  enu- 
merated general  powers.  The  same  reason  can 
be  urged,  with  equal  force,  against  the  consti- 
tutionality of  every  law  for  the  erection  of 
light-houses.  Let  the  advocates  for  this  doc- 
trine lay  their  finger  upon  the  power  to  which 
the  right  of  erecting  light-houses  is  incidental. 
It  can  be  derived  with  as  much  apparent  plaus- 
ibility and  reason  from  the  right  to  lay  duties, 
as  from  the  right  to  regulate  commerce.  Who 
is  there,  now,  in  this  body  who  has  not  voted 
for  the  erection  of  a  light-house  ?  And  no  man 
who  reads  one  of  these  will  believe  it  to  be  a 
regulation  of  commerce.  And  no  man  in  the 
nation,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  has 
ever  complained  of  the  exercise  of  this  power. 
The  right  to  erect  light-houses  is  exercised,  be- 
cause the  commerce  of  the  nation,  or  the  col- 
lection of  duties,  is  greaUy  facilitated  by  that 
means ;  and,  sir,  the  right  to  create  a  bank  is 
exercised  because  the  collection  of  your  reve- 
nue, and  the  safe-keeping  and  easy  and  speedy 
transmission  of  your  public  money  is  not  sim- 
ply facilitated,  but  because  these  important  ob- 
jects are  more  perfectiy  secured  by  tne  erection 
of  a  bank  than  they  can  be  by  any  other  means 
in  the  power  of  human  imagination  to  devise. 
We  say,  therefore,  in  the  words  of  the  consti- 
tution, that  a  bank  is  necessary  and  proper,  to 
enable  the  Government  to  carry  into  complete 
effect  the  right  to  lay  and  coUect  taxes,  imposts, 
duties,  and  excises.  We  do  not  say  that  the 
existence  of  the  Government  absolutely  de- 
pends upon  the  operations  of  a  bank,  but  that 
a  national  bank  enables  the  Government  to 
manage  its  fiscal  concents  more  advantageously 
than  it  could  do  by  any  other  means.  The 
terms  necessary  and  proper,  according  to  the 
construction  given  to  every  part  of  the  consti- 
tution, imposes  no  limitation  upon  the  powers 
previously  delegated.  If  these  w<m^  had  been 
omitted  in  the  clause  giving  authority  to  pass 
laws  to  carry  into  execution  the  powers  vested 
by  the  constitution  in  the  National  Govern- 
ment, still  Congress  would  have  been  bound  to 
pass  laws  which  were  necessary  and  proper, 
and  not  such  as  were  unnecessary  and  improp- 
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er.  Every  legislative  body,  every  person  in- 
vested with  power  of  any  kind,  is  morally 
bound  to  use  only  those  means  which  are  neces- 
sary and  proper  for  the  correct  execution  of  the 
powers  delegated  to  them.  But  it  is  contend- 
ed, that  if  a  bank  is  necessary  and  proper  for 
the  management  of  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the 
nation,  yet  Congress  has  no  power  to  incorpo- 
rate one,  because  there  are  State  banks  which 
may  be  resorted  to.  No  person  who  has  un- 
dertaken to  discuss  this  question  has,  as  far  as 
my  knowledge  extends,  ventured  to  declare 
that  a  bank  is  not  necessary.  Every  man  ad- 
mits, directly  or  indirectly,  the  necessity  of  re- 
sorting to  banks  of  some  kind.  This  admission 
is  at  least  an  apparent  abandonment  of  the  con- 
stitutional objection ;  for,  if  a  bank  is  necessary 
and  proper,  then  have  Congress  the  constitu- 
tional right  to  erect  a  bank.  But  this  is  de- 
nied. It  is  contended  that  this  idea  rests  alone 
upon  the  presumption  that  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  is  wholly  independent  of  the 
State  governments,  which  is  not  the  fact ;  that 
this  very  law  is  dependent  upon  the  State  courts 
for  its  execution.  This  is  certainly  not  the 
fact.  The  courts  of  the  United  States  have  de- 
cided, in  the  most  solemn  manner,  that  they 
have  cognizance  of  all  oases  affecting  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  Sir,  it  is  true  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  is  dependent 
upon  the  State  governments  for  its  organization. 
Members  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  are  chosen  by 
the  State  governments,  or  under  the  authority 
of  their  laws.  But  it  is  equally  true,  tiiat 
wherever  the  constitution  confides  to  the  State 
governments  the  right  to  perform  any  act  in 
relation  to  the  Federal  Government,  it  imposes 
the  most  solemn  obligation  upon  them  to  per- 
form the  act.  The  Constitution  of  the  United 
Stipes,  as  to  these  particular  acts,  is  the  consti- 
tution of  the  several  States,  and  their  fonction- 
aries  are  accordingly  sworn  to  support  it.  Can 
it,  then,  be  seriously  contended,  that  because 
the  constitution  has  in  some  cases  made  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  dependent 
upon  the  State  governments,  in  all  which  cases 
it  has  imposed  the  most  solemn  obligations  upon 
them  to  act,  that  it  will  be  necessary  and  proper 
for  Congress  to  make  itself  dependent  upon 
them  in  cases  where  no  such  obligation  is  im- 
posed? The  constitution  has  defined  all  the 
oases  where  this  Government  ought  to  be  de- 
dependent  upon  that  of  the  States;  and  it 
would  be  unwise  and  improvident  for  us  to 
multiply  these  cases  by  legislative  acts,  espe- 
dally  where  we  have  no  power  to  compel  them 
to  perform  the  act,  for  which  we  have  made 
ourselves  their  dependents.  In  forming  a  per- 
manent system  of  revenue,  it  would  be  unwise 
in  Congress  to  rely,  for  its  collection  and 
transmission  from  one  extreme  of  this  extensive 
empire  to  the  other,  upon  any  accidental  cir- 
cumstance, wholly  beyond  their  power  or  con- 
trol There  are  State  banks  in  almost  every 
State  in  the  Union,  but  their  existence  is  wholly 


independent  of  this  Government,  and  their  disso- 
lution is  equally  so.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  has  informed  you  that  he  conceires  t 
bank  is  necessary  to  the  legitimate  exercise  of 
the  powers  vested  by  the  constitution  in  the 
Government  I  know,  sir,  that  the  teetimonj 
of  this  ofScer  will  not  be  very-hi^y  estimated 
by  several  honorable  members  of  this  body.  I 
am  aware  that  this  opinion  has  subjected  hun, 
and  the  committee  also,  to  the  most  invidioas 
aspersions ;  but  sir,  the  situation  of  that  officer, 
independent  of  nis  immense  talents,  enables  him 
to  form  a  more  correct  opinion  than  any  other 
man  in  the  nation  of  the  degree  of  neoessity 
which  exists  at  the  present  time  for  a  national 
bank,  to  enable  the  Government  to  manage  its 
fiscal  operations.  He  has  been  ten  years  at  the 
head  of  your  Treasury ;  he  is  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  the  influence  of  the  bank  anon 
your  revenue  system ;  fmd  he  has,  when  called 
upon,  declared  that  a  bank  is  neceaaary  to  the 
proper  exercise  of  the  legitimate  powers  of  the 
Gk>vemment  His  testimony  is  entitled  to  great 
weight  in  the  decision  of  this  question,  at  least 
with  those  gentlemen  who  have  no  knowledge 
of  the  practical  efildcts  of  the  operations  of  the 
bank  in  the  collection,  safe-keeping,  and  trans- 
missioii  of  your  revenue.  In  the  selection  of 
means  to  oarnr  any  of  your  constitutional 
powers  into  efiect,  you  must  exercise  a  sound 
discretion ;  acting  under  its  influence,  yon  will 
discover  tiiat  what  is  proper  at  one  time  may 
be  extremely  unfit  and  improper  at  another. 
The  original  powers  granted  to  the  Government 
by  the  constitution  can  never  change  with  the 
varying  circumstances  of  the  country,  but  the 
means  by  which  those  powers  are  to  be  carried 
into  effect  must  necessarily  vary  with  the 
varying  state  and  circumstances  of  the  nation. 
We  are,  when  acting  to-day,  not  to  inquire 
what  means  were  necessary  and  proper  twenty 
years  ago,  not  what  were  necessary  and  proper 
at  the  organization  of  the  Government,  but  our 
inquiry  must  be,  what  means  are  nece^ary  and 
proper  this  day.  The  constitution,  in  relation 
to  the  means  by  which  its  powers  are  to  be  ex- 
ecuted, is  one  eternal  rune.  The  state  of  things 
now,  the  precise  point  of  time  when  we  are 
called  upon  to  act^  must  determine  our  choice 
in  the  selection  of  means  to  execute  the  dele- 
gated powers. 

Mr.  Lloyd.— Mr.  President :  This  is  indeed, 
sir,  an  up-hill,  wind-mill  sort  of  warftre— a 
novel  moae  of  legislative  proceeding.  That  a 
bill  should  be  brought  in  on  a  very  important 
subject  which  has  been  long  under  conaiderar 
tion,  and  that  a  gentleman  should  move  to  strike 
out  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  which  comprises 
all  its  vitality,  (for  it  is  the  first  section  which 
provides  for  the  continuance  of  the  bank,)  and 
should  be  supported  in  it,  without  deigning  to 
assign  any  other  reasons  than  may  be  deriyed 
from  newspaper  publications,  which  are  so 
crude  and  voluminous  that  not  one  man  out  of 
ten  will  so  tar  misspend  his  time  as  to  take  the 
trouble  to  read  them,  is  indeed  extraordinary. 
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StUI,  if  gentlemen  ohoose  to  adopt  this  dumb 
fort  of  l^slation,  and  are  determined  to  take 
the  question  without  offering  any  arguments  in 
support  of  their  opinions,  I  certamly  should 
not  have  interfered  with  their  wishes,  had  1 
not  been  a  member  of  the  committee  who  Lad 
reported  the  bill,  who  had  heard  the  testimony 
oifered  by  two  very  respectable  delegations  ttom 
Philadelphia;  one  from  the  master  mannlac- 
turers  and  mechanics  of  the  city,  and  tiie  otiier 
from  the  merchants;  and  had  I  not  taken 
minutes  of  this  testimony,  which  I  find  it  Lb 
expected  from  me  that  I  should  relate  to  the 
Senate. 

Sir,  I  consider  the  motion  to  strike  out,  now 
wider  consideration,  as  going  to  the  entire  de^ 
atmction  of  the  biil,  witiiont  any  reference  to 
its  detuls  or  modifications;  it  therefore  ap* 
pears  to  me  in  order,  to  take  into  connderation 
only  the  material  principle  of  the  bill ;  that  is, 
whether  it  be  proper  that  the  charter  of  the 
bank  should  be  renewed  on  any  terms  what- 
ever, let  those  terms  be  what  they  may. 

Sir,  it  is  admitted  by  the  Secretair  of  the 
Treasury,  in  his  communications  to  Oongress, 
tiiat  the  concerns  of  this  bank  have  been  "  skil- 
fully and  wisely  managed,"  that  the  buik  has 
made  a  very  limited  and  moderate  use  of  the 
public  moneys  deposited  with  it ;  and  that  it 
has  greatly  facilitated  the  operations  of  Gov- 
ernment by  the  safe-keeping  and  transmission 
of  the  public  moneys.  It  has  at  all  times  met 
the  wishes  of  the  Government  in  making  loans. 
It  has  done  this  even  at  six  per  cent,  while  the 
Government  have  been  obliged,  in  one  instance, 
for  a  considerable  amount  to  pay  eight  per  cent. 
to  other  persons  for  the  loans  obtained  from 
them.  It  is  admitted,  sir,  that  the  bank,  at  the 
request  of  the  Treasury  Department,  has  estab« 
lished  branches  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating 
the  operations  of  the  Government  at  places 
where  such  establishments  could  not  but  be  in- 
eonvenient  to  them  in  point  of  management, 
and  disadvantageous  in  point  of  profit.  I  al- 
lude more  particularly,  sir,  to  the  branches  of 
the  bank  which  has  been  established  at  New 
Orleans  and  at  Washington.  We  have  been 
told  this  session,  nr,  by  a  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, (Mr.  Smith,)  that  the  Territory  of  Orleans 
is  a  very  wealthy  onei  that  it  probably  contains 
a  greater  number  of  rich  inhabitants,  for  its  pop- 
ulation, than  any  other  district  in  the  Union. - 
Sir,  if  this  be  the  fact,  of  wbom  does  this 
wealthy  population  consist?  Not  of  the  in- 
habitants, but  of  the  planters;  men  who  are 
not  borrowers  of  the  bank,  who,  when  they  re- 
afize  the  sales  of  their  produce,  invest  the  surplus 
proceeds  of  it  beyond  their  expenditure  in  the 
fhnds,  or  in  the  acquisition  of  new  lands,  or  in 
the  purchase  of  an  additional  number  of  ne- 
groes. Sir,  it  is  notorious,  that  from  the  recent 
possesdon  by  the  United  States  of  Louisiana, 
and  the  certainty  that  New  Orleans  must  soon 
be  the  emporium  of  an  immense  western  com- 
mere,  that  city  has  become  more  the  resort  of 
the  youngs  the  adventurous,  the  enterprising 


and  the  rash  among  the  mercantile  men  of  our 
country,  than  any  other  ci|;y  in  the  Union ;  and 
it  is  obvious,  sir,  in  proportion  as  the  borrowers 
from  a  bank  consist  of  persons  of  this  de- 
scription, in  the  same  proportion  must  the  cir- 
cumstances of  such  bank  be  unsound;  and 
without  possessing  any  particular  knowledge 
whatever  on  the  state  of  this  bank,  if  the  col- 
lections of  its  debts  are  speedily  made,  I  would 
not  make  the  purchase  at  a  discount  of  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  from  the  nominal  amount  of 
them. 

Sir,  we  can  Judge  with  more  accuracy  when 
we  come  nearer  home.  What  is  the  state  of  the 
bank  in  this  city?  What  the  ability  of  its 
debtors  to  meet  their  engagements  ?  It  is  stated 
the  branch  has  a  loan  out  here  of  four  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  Where  is  the  navigation  9 — 
where  the  wealthy  merchants  ? — where  are  the 
opulent  tradesmen  { — the  extensive  manufac- 
turers, to  reftmd  this  money,  when  they  are 
called  on  to  do  it  ?  Sir,  they  are  not  to  be 
found ;  they  do  not  exist  here ;  there  are  but 
very  few  opulent  men  in  the  city,  and  those  are 
either  not  borrowers  of  the  bank,  or  not  bor- 
rowers to  an  amount  of  any  importance.  Wherci 
then,  is  the  money  to  be  found,  or  what  has 
been  done  with  it  f  It  has  probably  been  taken 
out  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  build 
up  the  five  or  six  District  banks  which  yon 
have  chartered  the  present  session ;  to  furnish 
the  means  of  erecting  the  fifty  or  sixty  brick 
houses  which  we  are  told  have  made  their  ap- 
pearance during  the  last  Summer ;  to  encourage 
speculations  in  city  lots,  and  to  enable  the  pro- 
prietors to  progress  with  the  half-finished  canal 
which  nearly  fu^oins  us.  Well,  sir,  if  the  bank 
promptly  calls  in  its  loan  of  four  hundred  thon- 
sand  dollars,  will  the  debtors  be  enabled  to  meet 
their  payments  9  Can  they  sell  these  lots,  these 
brick  houses,  these  canal  shares?  No,  sir,  in 
such  a  state  of  things  they  could  find  no  pur- 
chasers, they  could  nearly  as  well  create  a  world 
as  to  furnish  the  money ;  and  if  the  bank  is  to 
stop,  and  the  payment  of  this  debt  be  speedily 
coerced,  I  would  not  give  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars  for  the  whole  of  it. 

In  addition  to  this,  I  shall  show  presently, 
from  testimonv  which  cannot  be  controverted, 
that  the  conduct  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  or  its  directors,  or  rather  the  stockhold- 
ers, whose  agents  they  are,  in  addition  to  being 
wise  and  skilful,  and  moderate,  as  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury  states  them  to  have  been, 
that  they  have  also  been  honorable,  and  liberal, 
and  impartial;  and  if,  in  addition  to  this,  it  be 
proved  that  the  bank  has,  in  every  instance 
where  it  had  the  ability  to  do  it,  met  the  wi^ea 
of  the  Grovernment,  and  to  facilitate  its  views 
in  the  security  and  collection  of  the  revenue,  it 
has  also  established  branches  where  it.  must 
have  been  obviously  and  palpably  to  the  disad- 
vantage of  the  bank  to  do  it — ^if  it  has  furnished 
capitals  for  the  extension  of  our  commerce,  if  it 
has  provided  means  for  the  establishment  of 
important  manufactories,  if  it  has  had  a  tendon* 
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cy  to  raise  the  price  of  our  domestic  produce, 
and  has  thus  encouraged  industry,  and  improTed 
and  embellished  the  interior  of  the  country — ^it 
would  seem  pretty  strongly  to  follow,  that  if  it 
be  expedient  to  preserve  the  ezistenoe  of  an 
institution  similar  to  this,  then  these  gentle- 
men, on  the  score  of  merit,  added  to  the  expe- 
rience of  twenty  years'  successful  operation,  have 
a  fair  daim  on  the  Government  for  a  prefer- 
ence in  favor  of  that  which  is  already  in  opera^ 
tion. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  that  it  may  be  stated  in  op- 
position to  this  claim,  that  these  stockholders 
have  enjoyed  a  boon  for  twenty  years  from 
which  others  of  their  fellow-citizens  have  been 
deprived,  except  on  such  terms  as  the  sellers  of 
i^ares  chose  to  prescribe ;  that  the  charter  ex- 
pires by  its  own  limitation^  and  that  beyond 
this  period  they  have  no  right  to  expect  any 
thing  which  may  not  arise  from  the  interest 
and  convenience  of  the  Government.  I  admit, 
sir,  Uiere  is  considerable  strength  in  these  ob- 
jections. The  exclusive  right  contained  in  the 
charter  ever  appeared  to  me  as  furnishing  the 
most  solid  constitutional  objection  against  the 
bimk.  The  creation  of  monopolies ;  the  grant- 
ing of  exclusive  privileges,  except  so  far  as  to 
secure  to  the  authors  of  useful  inventions  the 
benefit  of  their  discoveries ;  the  tying  up  of  the 
hands  of  the  Legislature,  and  depriving  itself  of 
the  power  of  according  to  a  set  of  citizens,  who 
may  come  into  legal  existence  to-morrow,  or 
ten  years  hence,  what  it  had  given  to  another; 
ever  appeared  to  me  hostile  to  the  genius  and 
spirit  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  of 
all  their  institutions.  Highly  then,  sir,  as  I  am 
induced  to  think  of  the  conduct  of  this  bank, 
from  the  best  evidence  I  can  obtain,  still,  from 
the  considerations  I  have  just  mentioned,  did 
the  question  now  before  us  simply  affect  the 
stockholders,  I  should  certainly  not  trouble 
the  Senate  with  any  remarks  in  reference  to  it, 
and  should  sit  down  in  entire  acquiescence, 
whether  the  prayer  of  their  petition  for  the  re- 
newal of  the  charter  of  the  bank  were  granted 
or  ri^ected. 

Sir,  before  quitting  this  idea  of  constitutional 
objection,  permit  me  to  make  one  or  two  brief 
remarks  in  regard  to  it.  It  is  impossible  for 
the  ingenuity  of  man  to  devise  any  written  sys- 
tem of  government,  which,  after  a  lapse  of  time, 
extension  of  empire,  or  change  of  circumstan- 
ces, shall  be  able  to  carry  its  ownr  provisions 
into  operation — hence,  sir,  the  indispensable 
necessity  of  implied  or  resulting  powers,  and 
hence  the  provision  in  the  constitution  that  the 
Government  should  exercise  such  additional 
powers  as  were  necessary  to  carry  those  that 
had  been  delegated  into  effect  Sir,  if  this 
country  gpes  on  increasing  and  extending,  m 
the  ratio  it  has  done,  it  is  not  impossible  that 
hereafter,  to  provide  for  all  the  new  cases  that 
may  rise  under  this  new  state  of  things,  the  de- 
fined powers. may  prove  only  a  text,  and  the 
implied  or  resulting  powws  may  fornish  the 
sermon  to  it. 


Permit  me,  sir,  to  put  one  question  on  this 
head,  in  addition  to  those  so  ably,  and  to  my 
view,  unanswerably  put  yesterday  by  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  (reorgia,  (Mr.  Cbav- 
FOBD.)  Whence,  sir,  do  you  get  the  right, 
whence  do  you  derive  the  powers  to  erect  cus- 
tom-houses in  the  maritime  districts  of  the 
United  States  ?  To  attach  to  them  ten,  fifteen, 
or  twenty  custom-house  officers;  and  cloth« 
these  men  with  authority  to  invade  the  domi- 
cile, to  break  into  the  dwelling-house  of  per- 
haps an  innocent  citizen  ?  Whence  do  you  get 
it,  sir,  except  as  an  implied  power  r^mltiog 
from  the  authority  given  in  the  constitution 
^'  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and 
excises?"  If,  under  this  authority,  you  can 
erect  these  custom-houses  and  create  this  mu- 
nicipal, fiscal,  inquisitorial  ^em  {Pa/nMrie^  with 
liberty  to  violate  the  rights  of  the  dtizeo,  to 
break  into  his  castle  at  midnight,  vithont  even 
a  form  of  warrant,  on  a  plausible  appearance  of 
probability,  or  probable  cause  of  mspicion  of 
his  secreting  smuggled  ffoods,  which  the  event 
mav  prove  to  be  uiSbunded — ^and  it  will  be  re- 
collected that  a  migority  of  Congress  voted  for 
the  grant  of  this  power  in  its  most  offensive  form, 
when  two  years  since  they  voted  for  the  set 
enforcing  the  embargo^I  say,  sir,  if  under  this 
general  power  to  collect  duties,  you  can  erect 
Uie  establishment  and  give  the  offensive  power 
just  mentioned,  can  you  not,  with  the  concm^ 
rence  even  of  Uie  citizens,  adopt  another  more 
mild  and  usefrd  mode,  and  create  an  establish* 
ment  for  the  collection  and  safe-keeping  of  the 
revenue,  and  place  it  under  the  direction  often 
or  twelve  directors,  and  christen  it  an  office  of 
discount  and  deposit,  or  of  oolleotion  and  pay- 
ment, as  you  like  best?  And  can  you  not, 
when  you  have  thus  created  it,  give  to  the  di- 
rectors a  power,  which  perhaps  they  would 
have  without  your  grant,  to  receive  and  keep 
the  cash  of  those  who  choose  to  place  it  with 
them  and  to  loaii  them  money  at  the  legal  rate 
of  interest,  and  in  some  places,  as  at  New  Tori:, 
at  nearly  fifteen  per  cent,  above  the  legal  rata 
of  interest  ?  If  you  can  do  this,  then  yon  have 
your  bank  established,  sir — and,  most  assuredly, 
if  you  can  do  one  of  these  things  you  can  do 
the  other. 

Sir,  the  constitutional  objection  to  this  bank, 
on  the  ground  that  Oongreas  had  not  the  power 
to  grant  an  act  of  incorporation,  has  ever  ap- 
peared to  me  the  most  unsound  and  untenable. 
Still  gentlemen  of  intelligence  and  integrity, 
who  have  thought  long  and  deeply  on  the  snb- 

SBt,  Hiink  dif»rently  from  me:  and  I  feel 
und  to  respect  their  opinions,  however  op 
posed  they  may  be  to  my  own.  Yet,  sir,  I  wiD 
venture  to  predict,  without  feeling  any  anxiety 
for  the  fate  of  the  prophecy,  that  should  this 
bank  be  suffered  to  run  down,  such  will  be  the 
state  of  things  before  this  time  twelve  months, 
that  there  are  other  gentlemen,  who  at  present 
have  conatitutional  objections,  but  who  have 
not  thought  so  long  and  deeply  upon  them,  who 
will,  before  that  time,  receive  such  a  flood  of 
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inteDifienoe,  as  on  this  head  perfectly  to  dispel 
their  doabts,  and  quiet  their  consciences. 

Sir,  I  shall  now  proceed  as  briefly  as  may  be 
in  my  power  to  state  the  situation  of  this  bank 
on  the  expu^tion  of  its  charter,  and  the  effects 
on  the  commnnit^^  consequent  on  it.  There  is 
now  due  to  the  bank  from  individuals  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars.  These  fiflecQ  millions  of 
dollars  must  be  collected — ^the  power  of  the 
bank  to  grant  discounts  will  have  ceased,  and 
the  duty  of  the  directors  must  require  them 
to  make  the  collection.  Sir,  how  is  this  to  be 
done?  Whence  can  the  money  be  obtained? 
I  shall  demonstrate  to  you  presently,  that  al- 
ready, from  an  apprehension  of  a  non-renewal 
of  the  charter  of  the  bank,  business  is  nearly  at 
a  stand — that  navigation,  real  estate,  and  mer- 
chandise are  unsalable;  and  that  a  man  worth 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  at  the  recently 
rated  valae  of  property,  and  owing  ten  thou- 
sand dollars^  must  still  be  utterly  unable  to  meet 
his  engagements.  Suppose,  sir,  this  property 
consists  in  houses  or  shipping;  suppose  his 
warehouse  is  full  of  goods,  and  he  has  a  large 
sum  placed  at  his  credit  in  England  ?  I^  sir, 
he  can  neither  sell  his  ships  nor  his  goods — ^if  he' 
cannot  sell  bis  real  estate  nor  scarcely  give 
away  his  exchange,  which  hitherto,  to  men  who 
had  money  in  England,  has  been  a  never-fiuling 
source  of  supply  in  case  of  need ;  I  say  under 
these  circumstances,  sir,  whatever  may  be  his 
property,  he  cannot  meet  his  engagements.  Sir, 
can  men  thus  situated,  solvent  as  they  ought  to 
be  ten  times  over,  find  relief  from  the  State 
banks?  Gertainly  not,  sir.  These  banks  have 
already  gone  to  the  extreme  length  of  their 
ability;  they  have  always  discounted  to  an 
amount  in  proportion  to  their  capital  exceeding 
that  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  is 
incontroTertibly  proved  by  the  dividends  they 
have  declared,  wnich  have  at  most  universally 
equalled  and  frequently  exceeded  those  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  notwithstanding  the 
advantage  enjoyed  by  the  latter  from  the  de- 
posit of  public  moneys.  Sir,  so  £eu>  from  hav- 
ipg  it  in  their  power,  in  the  case  of  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  to  assist 
the  debtors  to  that  bank  in  meeting  their  en- 
gagements to  it— I  afiSrm  the  fact,  on  which  I 
have  myself  a  perfect  reliance,  that,  take  the 
State  banks  from  Boston  to  Washington,  and 
after  paying  their  debts  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  they  have  not,  nor  do  I  believe 
they  have  had,  for  mx  months  back,  spede 
enough  to  pay  the  debts  due  to  their  deposit- 
ors, and  the  amount  of  their  bills  in  circulation. 
And  here  I  beg  it  to  be  observed,  that  bank 
IrUs  and  bank  deposits^  or  credits,  are  precise- 
ly the  same  thing — ^with  this  difference,  that 
the  latter,  from  the  residence  in  the  neighbor-' 
hood  of  the  banks,  and  the  vigilance  of  the 
projnietors,  would  be  the  first  called  for.  How 
idle  is  it  then  to  expect  to  obtain  relief  from 
banks  which  have  already  extended  themselves 
beyond  the  bounds  of  prudence,  and  have  not 
even  at  present  the  ability  to  meet  their  exist- 
Yau  IV.— 18 


ing  engagements?  It  might  nearly  as  well  be 
expected,  that  a  man  who  was  already  a  bank- 
rupt should  prop  and  support  his  &jling  neigh- 
bor. 

Sir,  much  has  been  recently  said  of  the 
amount  of  specie  in  the  United  States.  Theo« 
retical  men  have  made  many  and  vague  con- 
jectures about  it,  for  after  all  it  must  rest  upon 
conjecture ;  some  have  estimated  it  at  ten  mil- 
lions of  dollars — some  twelve,  some  twenty,  and 
some  newspaper  scribblers  at  forty  millions  of 
dollars.  Sir,  I  do  not  believe  that  for  the  last 
ten  years  the  United  States  have  at  any  time 
been  more  bare  of  specie  than  at  the  present 
moment  A  few  years  since,  specie  flowed  in 
upon  us  in  abundance.  This  resulted  princi- 
pally from  an  operation  of  a  very  singular  and 
peculiar  nature.  The  Spanish  Government,  as 
it  was  then  understood,  agreed  to  pay  to  France 
a  very  large  sum  of  money — many  millions  of 
dollars,  the  precise  number  I  am  unable  to 
state,  from  her  possessions  in  South  America. 
France  contracted  with  a  celebrated  Englisli 
banking  house,  as  was  said  at  the  time,  wldi 
either  the  concurrence  or  connivance  of  the 
English  Government,  that  tliis  money  should 
be  obtained  through  the  United  States.  These 
bankers,  by  their  agent,  contracted  with  certain 
American  houses,  principally  I  believe  in  Balti- 
more, for  the  importation  of  this  specie  from  La 
Vera  Cruz  into  the  United  States,  from  whence 
it  was  not  transmitted  in  coin  to  Europe,  but 
invested  in  adventures  in  the  shipments  of  pro- 
duce, the  proceeds  of  which  ultimately  go  into 
the  nands  of  these  bankers  in  London,  or  of 
their  friends  on  the  continent,  from  whom  it 
was  finally  realized  by  the  French  Government, 
either  by  drafts  from  Paris,  or  remittances  to 
that  city.  This  operation  had  a  trebly  favora- 
ble effect  on  the  United  States — ^it  made  for- 
tunes for  some  of  the  merchants,  it  furnished  l^e 
means  of  shipments  to  Europe,  and  it  also  pro- 
vided the  funds  for  adventures  to  the  East 
Indies  and  to  China.  But  this  contract  has 
now  been  finished  some  years;  and  since  that 
time  there  has  been  a  constant  drain  of  specie 
from  the  country.  Where  it  is  in  future  to  be 
procured  from,  I  know  not  Not  from  South 
America.  Specie  is,  I  believe,  protected  from 
exportation  there,  except  to  Spain.  From  Spain 
we  cannot  get  it — ^to.  a  great  part  of  what  was 
Spiun  we  have  now  scarcely  any  trade.  From 
France  it  cannot  be  obtuned,  for  if  we  can  get 
it  there  even  by  license,  we  are  obliged  to  bring 
back  her  produce  or  manufactures.  fVom  Eng- 
land it  cannot  be  imported — ^it  is  now  made 
highly  penal  to  attempt  to  send  it  out  of  the 
kingdom.  With  South  America  we  have  but 
little  trade — thitherto  we  furnished  them  with 
smuggled  or  licensed  European  and  India  goods ; 
but  now  the  markets  are  fiooded  with  these 
goods  by  importations  direct  from  England,  and 
which  have  been  attended  with  great  loss  to 
the  shipper&  For  these  reasons,  it  is  difiScult 
to  find  a  vessel  sailing  from  the  United  States 
to  the  Spanish  ports  in  South  America.    These 
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are  among  the  reasons  why  the  amount  of  spe- 
cie now  in  the  country  is  small,  and  has  for 
some  time  past  been  gradually  lessening.  Sir, 
without  indulging  in  vague  conjectures,  what 
are  the  best  data  we  have  to  form  an  estimate 
of  the  amount  of  specie  in  the  country?  The 
Bank  of  the  United  States  has  five  millions  of 
dollars  in  its  vaults.  In  Boston  there  are  three 
State  banks — ^in  New  York  I  believe  four,  Phil- 
adelphia four,  and  Baltimore  eight — call  these 
nineteen  twenty,  and  allow  on  an  average  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  specie, 
which  probably  is  as  much  as  they  generally 
possess,  and  this  will  make  three  millions  of 
dollars ;  this  amount,  united  to  the  sum  in  the 
vaults  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  gives 
eight  millions  of  dollars — ^to  which,  if  you  allow 
two  millions  of  dollars  for  a  loose  circulation  of 
specie,  yon  get  an  aggregate  of  ten  millions  of 
dollars.  We  are  sometimes  told  of  the  large 
sums  of  money  hoarded  in  our  country  by  indi- 
viduals— ^probably  there  may  be  some  among 
the  German  farmers  in  Pennsylvania — ^perhaps 
more  in  that  State  than  in  any  other,  or  all  the 
others  in  the  Union;  but  stiU  of  no  great 
amount — ^the  reputation  of  a  little  money  pos- 
sessed in  this  way  easily  swells  into  a  large 
sum.  At  any  rate,  let  the  amount  be  what  it 
may,  in  time  of  distress  and  mistrust,  it  would 
afford  no  addition  to  your  circulating  medium ; 
for  it  is  precisely  in  times  like  these,  that  men 
who  hoard  money  will  lock  it  up  most  securely. 

Sir,  the  circulation  of  our  country  is  at  pres- 
ent emphatically  a  paper  circulation — ^very  lit- 
tle specie  passes  in  exchange  between  individ- 
uals— it  is  a  circulation  bottomed  on  bank  pa- 
per and  bank  credits,  amounting  perhaps  to  fifty 
millions  of  dollars.  And  on  what,  sir,  does  this 
circulation  rest  t  It  rests  upon  the  ten  millions 
of  dollars,  if  that  be  the  amount  of  specie  in  the 
country,  and  upon  public  confidence. 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars  to  collect— caU  it  ten,  sir — 
nobody  will  dispute  this — ^no  one  will  pretend 
that  this  bank  is  not  solvent — ^the  remnant  of 
its  surplus  dividends,  and  the  interest  it  will 
have  earned,  will  be  sufficient  to  cover  its  losses 
at  New  Orleans,  at  Washington,  and  perhaps 
elsewhere.  In  what  are  these  ten  millions  of 
dollars  to  be  collected  ?  In  bank  bills,  the  credit 
of  which  is  at  least  doubtful?  No,  sir,  in  spe- 
cie ;  and  when  this  is  entirely  withdrawn  from 
the  State  banks,  and  the  bauks  are  unable  to 
pay  the  money  for  their  bills,  who  does  not  see 
that  this  confidence  is  instantly  destroyed — that 
the  bubble  bursts — that  fioods  of  paper  bills  will 
be  poured  in  upon  them,  which  tney  wiU  be 
unable  to  meet,  and  whicn  will  for  a  time  be  as 
worthless  as  oak  leaves — ^that  the  banks  them- 
selves must,  at  least  temporarily,  become  bank- 
'  rupts,  and  that  a  prostration  of  credit,  and  all 
those  habits  of  punctuality  which  for  twenty 
years,  we  have  been  striving  so  successfully  to 
establish,  will  inevitably  ensue,  and,  with  them, 
also,  there  must  be  suspended  the  commerce, 
the  industry  and  manufactures  of  the  country ; 


and  a  scene  of  embarrassment  and  derangeiL 

be  produced,  which  has  been  unexampled  in  oar 
history. 

I  will  now  make  a  very  few  remarks  <m  the 
effects  which  the  dissolution  of  the  bank  wiR 
have  on  the  revenue  and  fiscal  ooncems  of  tb« 
country.  Oan  it  be  supposed,  sir,  that  the  source 
to  which  will  be  imputed  the  distress  that  wiU 
have  flowed  from  this  event,  will  be  tlie  first  to 
be  thought  of  to  be  guarded  against  a  participa- 
tion of  die  evils  that  wUl  result  from  it,  in  pre- 
ference to  the  claims  of  the  most  intimato 
friends  and  connections?  No,  ear,  the  bonds  doe 
to  the  United  States  will  be  collected  only  at 
the  tail  of  an  execution.  But  I  mean  not  to 
press  this  consideration.  Admit,  for  am(»nent, 
that  they  will  all  be  equally  well  collected— 
that  they  will  be  paid  as  usual,  although  it  u 
palpable  that  for  a  considerable  time  the  mer- 
chants will  be  unable  to  find  the  means  to  pu 
them :  yet,  admit,  sir,  that  the  money  is  col- 
lected in  the  State  banks,  how  is  it  to  be  trans- 
mitted ?  It  must  come  to  the  centre  of  the  seat 
of  Government ;  very  little  of  the  public  money 
is  expended  in  the  Northern  section  of  the 
Union.  Will  it  come  tram  the  Eastward,  in  bills 
of  the  State  banks?  Penobscot  bank  bills 
sometimes  will  not  pass  in  Boston ;  Boeton  bills 
pass  with  difficulty  in  New  York  or  Philadel- 
phia ;  and  the  bills  of  New  York  State  banks 
probably  would  not  be  readily  current  in  Wash- 
ington. You  must,  then,  sir,  if  Boston  gives  yon 
a  revenue  of  two  millions  of  dollars,  transmit 
the  greater  part  of  it  to  the  seat  of  Government, 
or  wherever  it  mav  be  wanted  in  specie.  Can 
this  be  done?  We  have  not  two  millions  of 
dollars  of  specie  in  our  town,  and,  I  may  afanost 
venture  to  sa^,  never  had.  Suppoee  yon  make 
this  transmission  once,  can  you  do  it  a  second 
time  ?  No,  sir,  the  thing  is  utterly  impractica- 
ble. You  must  adopt  some  other  mode.  Ex- 
change between  the  different  cities  will  not 
reach  the  case;  frequently  it  cannot  be  par- 
chased  even  for  an  insignificant  amoont. 

Sir,  will  your  money,  when  collected,  be  safe 
in  the  State  banks?  Of  this  I  am  extremdy 
doubtful.  Solicitations  will  undonbtedly  be 
made  for  it  from  all  quarters.  They  have  iJ- 
ready  been  made.  In  one  instance,  I  am  told, 
sir,  the  agent  of  a  bank,  even  dni^  the  few 
past  weeks,  has  been  here  for  the  pnrpoee-^that 
suddenly  the  agent  was  gone,  and  in  a  few  days 
it  was  discovered  that,  owin^  to  the  failure  <^ 
one  of  the  debtors  to  the  banc  whidi  he  repre* 
sented,  (a  great  broker,)  the  stock  had  fidlen  in 
one  day  near  20  per  cent  What  was  tibia  tiM 
evidence  of^  but  that  those  who  were  moat  in- 
terested in  this  bank,  the  stockholders  who  were 
on  the  spot,  and  best  acquainted  with  its  solid- 
ity, were  willing  to  wash  their  hands  of  their 
concern  in  it,  at  almost  any  rate  of  sacrifice  t 
Sir,  I  only  state  this,  as  it  was  here  reported.  I 
have  no  personal  knowledge  on  the  sabject. 
But  will  you  trust  your  funds  with  an  iutita* 
tion  thus  precarious,  and  whose  solidity  ia  dia- 
trusted  even  by  its  best  friends  ? 
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Wednesday,  February  18. 
The  credentials  of  Nicholas  Gilh an,  appoint- 
ed a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  com- 
mencing on  the  4th  day  of  March  next,  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  file. 

Thussday,  Febmary  14. 
Bank  qf  the  UhiUd  States. 

Tbft  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  biO  to  amend  and  continue  in  force 
an  act,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  incorporate  the  snb- 
Mribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States," 
passed  on  the  25th  of  February,  1791. 

The  question  being  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion— 

Mr.  Giles. — ^Mr.  President :  It  is  with  great 
reluctance  that  I  find  myself  compelled  to  enter 
into  the  discussion  of  the  subject  now  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Senate,  but  the  observations 
which  fell  from  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Georgia  (Mr.  Cbawfobd)  were  of  such  a  char- 
acter as  to  impose  on  me  an  irresistible  obliga- 
tion to  present  that  view  of  the  subject  which 
has  resultM  from  the  best  reflections  I  have 
been  enabled  to  bestow  on  it.  This  obligation 
arises  from  the  very  high  respect  I  entertain  for 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  I  have  the  honor  to 
represent,  the  great  respect  I  feel  for  the  gen- 
tleman who  made  the  observations,  as  w^  as 
from  the  respect  which  is  manifestly  due  to  my- 
sel£  In  executing  this  unpleasant  task,  I  labor 
under  circumstances  of  peculiar  embarrassment. 
This  embarrassment  arises  from  a  conviction 
that  the  views  of  the  subject  now  proposed  to 
be  exhibited  will  disappoint  the  expectations 
both  of  the  oppoeers  and  Ihe  favorers  of  the  bill 
and  that  they  wiU  not  be  acceptable  to  either.  I 
shall  not,  however,  in  this  instance,  depart  from 
my  invariable  habit  when  urged  by  duty  to 
piffticipate  in  debate  before  this  honorable  body, 
of  disclosing  in  the  most  undisffuised  manner 
my  real  opinions  upon  the  whole  subject,  free 
of  any  consideration  of  political  difficulties  or 
inconveniences  which  may  consequently  affect 
myself. 

In  the  first  place,  I  find  myself  called  upon  to 
oppose  a  law,  on  constitutional  grounds,  which 
has  been  in  existence  for  nearly  twenty  years, 
and  during  that  period,  I  am  compelled  to  ad- 
mit, has  been  acquiesced  in  by  the  several  State 
governments,  as  well  as  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment, and  its  republican  administrations.  It  is 
peculiarly  irksome  to  me  to  question  the  con- 
Bdtntionality  of  a  law  which  hi^  been  thns  and 
so  long  acquiesced  in,  because  It  tends  to  give 
the  character  of  instability  to  the  laws  gene- 
rally, and  in  my  judgment,  ten<}s  also  to  impair 
the  sacred  character  of  the  laws,  and  of  course, 
to  lessen  their  efficacy.  In  a  Government  like 
ours,  where  the  laudable  boast  of  every  citizen 
is  that  he  lives  under  a  government  of  laws,  and 
not  of  men,  no  sublect  should  be  touched  with 
more  caution  and  deiicatnr  than  one  which  ques- 
tions the  validity  of  the  laws,  lessens  the  confi- 


dence of  the  citizens  in  them,  or  impairs  the 
obligation  of  obedience  to  them.  Yet,  sir,  the 
course  of  observations  I  propose  to  make  may 
have  some  of  these  tendencies,  which  I  should 
extremely  regret,  and  this  apprehension,  of 
course,  produces  embarrassment.  Connected 
with  this  idea  is  another  circumstance  of  embar- 
rassment. I  cannot  help  observing  the  inordi- 
nate zeal  manifested  by  the  opposers  of  this 
bill,  evidently  resulting  from  a  belief  that  its  re- 
jection will  lessen  the  x>owers  of  the  Federal 
Government.  Although  it  may  be  properly  di- 
rected in  the  present  instance,  yet  I  think  I 
have  seen,  and  fear  I  may  hereafter  see  the 
same  spirit  directed  against  some  of  the  powers 
and  proceedings  of  the  Government  whidi  I 
have  deemed  indispensable  to  its  own  preserva- 
tion, and  its  beneficial  efficacy  towards  the  peo- 
ple. It  may,  perhaps,  be  thought  by  some  not 
becoming  in  me  to  say  that  I  have  not  been  an 
inattentive  observer  of  the  progress  of  this  Gov- 
ernment for  twenty  years,  and  more  particu- 
larly, since  the  Republican  party  came  into 
power.  Some  of  the  scenes  through  which  I 
have  passed,  have  produced  an  impressive  in- 
fiuence  on  my  mind.  Such  is  the  nature  of  the 
Government  that  its  administration  will  vibrate 
from  one  principle  to  another,  and  it  will  always 
require  great  wisdom  to  keep  its  oscillations 
from  wandering  too  far.  Whilst  those  who 
preceded  us  in  power  endeavored  to  legislate 
into  the  constitution  an  unnecessary  construc- 
tive energy,  leading  to  what  has  been  called 
consolidation,  it  appears  to  me  that  we  have 
taken  too  much  the  opposite  course,  leading  to 
disunion  and  dissolution,  by  depriving  it  con- 
structively of  its  legitimate,  necessary,  and  prop- 
er powers.  If  this  course  should  be  imfor- 
tunately  persevered  in,  it  requires  no  spirit  of 
prophecy  to  foresee  that  the  Government  wHl 
Ml  to  pieces  from  the  want  of  due  energy  in 
the  administration  of  its  legitimate  powers,  or 
that  some  extraordinary  means  must  be  resorted 
to  for  its  resuscitation. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr. 
Cbawfobd,)  who  reported  this  bill,  as  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  to  whom  the  subject  was 
generally  referred,  excited  not  a  little  surprise  in 
my  mind  by  the  prefiitory  remarks  which  fell 
from  him  in  support  of  it.  The  gentleman  pre- 
faced his  arguments  by  observing,  ^^  that  it  had 
latterly  become  the  flishion  to  eulogize  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  ;  and  that  when- 
ever he  heard  lavish  encomiums  applied  to  it, 
he  could  not  help  apprehending  mischief."  I 
acknowledge  I  could  not  comprehend  the  bear- 
ing of  this  remark  upon  the  question  under  dis- 
cussion. I,  sir,  have  long  been  in  the  habit  of 
venerating  the  constitution,  and  have  often  ex- 
pressed my  admiration  at  the  wisdom  of  its  pro- 
visions ;  and  I  really  had  hoped  that  I  might 
have  been  indulged  in  these  sentiments  and  pre- 
possessions, and  even  the  expression  of  them 
upon  proper  occasions,  without  exciting  in  the 
mind  of  any  gentleman  apprehensions  of  mis- 
chief;  nor  can  I  divine  what  species  of  mis- 
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chief  the  gentleman  apprehends  from  that  cause. 
Mr.  President,  when  we  look  over  the  whole 
world  known  to  us  ;  when  we  particularly  cast 
our  eyes  over  that  part  of  it  with  which  we 
have  the  most  intimate  relations  ;  when  we  see 
the  rapid  strides  which  despotism  is  making 
over  the  whole  human  race  ;  when  we  observe 
the  various  and  powerful  means  now  in  use  to 
rivet  its  immovable  dominion  upon  mankind  ; 
when  we  reflect  that  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  now  affords  the  only  practical  ex- 
periment upon  the  republican  principle,  and  the 
only  and  last  hope  for  the  preservation  and  ex- 
tension of  the  liberties  of  man  ;  is  it  wonderful 
or  alarming,  that  we  should  feel  and  express 
some  partiality  and  even  veneration  for  an  in- 
strument of  so  peculiar  a  character  ?  or  should 
even  endeavor  to  teach  others  to  venerate,  to 
cherish,  to  support  it  ?  An  instrument,  whose 
provisions  at  least  exempt  us  from  the  general 
scene  of  despotism,  and  may  eventually  extend 
their  blessings  to  the  whole  human  race  ?  Or 
i^  in  dwelling  upon  the  wisdom  and  importance 
of  its  provisions,  w^  might  pass  over  some  pos- 
sible defects  from  scrutinizing  them  with  an 
hypercritical  eye,  might  not  the  omission  be  in- 
dulged without  producing  animadversion  or  cen- 
sure ?  Sir,  we  all  venerate  the  republican  prin- 
ciple. I  know  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr. 
Cbawfobd)  does ;  not  do  I  pretend  that  my  de- 
votion to  it  is  greater  than  his ;  but,  sir,  I  have 
given  the  greatest  attention  to  the  observations 
of  the  gentleman  upon  the  constitution  ;  and  I 
can  now  say  that  my  veneration  for  the  in- 
strument, and  admiration  at  the  wisdom  of  its 
provisions,  are  not  at  all  impaired  nor  dimini^- 
ed,  notwithstanding  the  gentleman^s  criticisms, 
&c.  I  will  now,  Mr.  President,  endeavor  to 
exhibit  the  general  character  of  the  constitn- 
tion ;  to  point  out  the  mode  for  its  correct  in- 
terpretation, and  apply  ilTto  the  subject  now 
under  consideration.  In  doing  so,  I  propose 
to  follow  the  course  of  observations  made  by 
the  honorable  chairman  of  the  committee  who 
reported  the  bill. 

The  gentleman  proceeded  to  remark,  that  in 
taking  a  review  of  the  constitution  he  found 
general  as  well  as  incidental  powers  enumerated 
tiierein.  I  did  not  see  the  precise  application 
the  gentleman  intended  to  make  of  this  remark, 
but  I  have  been  induced  to  review  the  constitu- 
tion in  reference  to  this  subject,  and  it  does  ap- 
pear to  mes  that  the  classification  and  definition 
of  powers  is  as  well  arranged.as  human  wisdom 
could  devise.  I  know  that  nothing  is  perfect 
which  is  the  work  of  man ;  that  no  language  is 
capable  of  perfect  definition.  But,  as  far  as 
definition  can  be  drawn  from  language,  I  con- 
ceive the  constitution  exhibits  as  i)erfect  an  ex- 
ample as  is  in  existence.  In  the  next  place,  the 
gentleman  remarked  that  there  was  a  number 
of  cases  in  which  Congress  had  departed  from 
the  particular  enumerated  powers  in  the  consti- 
tution, and  had  resorted  to  implication  or  con- 
struction for  the  derivation  of  its  powers.  The 
remark  is  perfectly  correct,  and  I  am  very  ready 


to  admit  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  carry- 
ing into  effect  enumerated  powers  in  any  insUn- 
ment  whatever,  without  the  intervention  of 
certain  derivative  and  implied  powers.  But  if 
the  gentleman  had  succeeded  in  showing  that 
there  had  been  aberrations  by  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  from  the  enumerated  powers 
of  the  constitution,  would  he  think  it  correct  to 
use  those  aberrations  as  precedents  for  still 
further  aberrations  ?  Ought  they  not  rather  to 
be  considered  as  mementoes  on  the  part  of  Con- 
gress to  induce  them  to  tread  with  more  care, 
and,  if  they  find  that  thdr  former  errors  could 
not  be  supported  by  a  fair  and  candid  construc- 
tion of  the  constitution,  to  restrain  the  laws 
within  its  wholesome  provisions  ?  Certainly 
that  is  the  use  to  which  the  history  of  errors 
presented  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Greorgia  ought  to  be  applied.  But,  before  I  pro- 
ceed to  examine  the  subject  with  more  accuracy, 
I  cannot  avoid  to  express  my  surprise  at  another 
observation  which  fell  from  the  gentleman.  The 
gentleman  observed,  that  the  argument  drawn 
from  the  distinction  between  ends  and  means 
was  "  incomprehensible ;"  and  he  went  so  £ir 
as  to  call  it  "  nonsensical  jargon."  •  It  is  not 
only  comprehensible  to  me,  sir,  as  I  conceive, 
but,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  only  way  in  which  a 
just  construction  of  the  constitution  is  to  be  at- 
tained. This  results  from  the  peculiar  nature 
and  organization  of  the  instrument.  'Permit 
me  here  to  endeavor  to  illustrate  my  idea  by  a 
reference  to  the  constitution  itself  ?  The  con- 
stitution is  an  instrument  w^hich  grew  oat  of 
the  situation  of  the  United  States  at  the  time 
of,  and  preceding  its  adoption ;  and  to  show 
that  the  constitution  recited  the  great  objects 
of  its  formation,  and  then  prescribed  the  means 
for  carrying  them  into  effect,  I  beg  leave  to  re- 
fer to  a  part  of  the  instrument  itself.  The  pre- 
amble, like  all  othe|^  preambles,  was  designed  to 
express  the  objects  of  the  instrument  or  the 
ends  to  be  effected  by  its  provisions.  "  We, 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  ordet  to 
form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish  justice,  in- 
sure domestic  tranquiUity,  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defence,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and 
secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and 
our  pbsterity  ;  do  ordain  and  establish  this  con- 
stitution for  the  United  States  of  America.-^ 
What  is  the  phun  language  of  this  preamble  I 
The  answer  is  obvious.  That  certain  great  ends 
or  oijeeta  are  here  proposed  to  be  effected.  In 
what  mode,  or  by  what  means  are  they  to  be 
effected  ?  The  preamble  tells  you,  sir,  *^  by 
establishing  this  Constitution  for  the  United 
States  of  America.'*  That  is  the  mode  in  which 
these  great  ends  are  proposed  to  be  effected,  and 
the  body  of  the  instrument  prescribee  the  fneans 
which  were  deemed  nece^ary  and  proper  to 
the  effectuation  of  these  ends.  The  subject  will 
be  better  understood  by  throwing  the  mind 
back  to  the  period  of  lime*  when  this  constitu- 
tion originated,  and  reviewing  the  peculiar  po- 
litical situation  of  the  United  States  then,  and 
for  some  time  antecedently  thereto. 
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At  the  time,  and  antecedently  to  the  estah- 
lishnient  of  the  present  constitation,  the  exist- 
ing State  (Governments  were  in  possession  of 
all  the  powers  of  sovereignty,  snoject  only  to 
feehle  and  inefficient  articles  of  confederation, 
without  the  means  of  executing  their  own  will, 
and  resting  for  its  execution  solely  on  requisi- 
tions upon  the  respective  States,  which  might 
either  comply  or  refuse  to  comply  with  such 
requisitions  at  their  discretion.  A  non-compli- 
ance was  almost  invariahly  the  result  of  State 
deliberations,  and  hence  the  feebleness  of  the 
old  Confederation.  The  present  constitution 
was  adopted  as  the  remedy  for  this  great  and 
alarming  evil.  Without  it,  disunion  and  ruin 
to  the  States  would  have  been  the  inevitable 
conseqnenoe,  because,  upon  actual  experiment, 
the  States  were  found  utterly  incompetent  to 
the  dne  administration  of  all  the  powers  of 
sovereignty  intrusted  to  their  management. 
The  reason  of  this  incompetency  was,  that  some 
of  the  most  important  powers  of  sovereignty  in- 
herently possessed  a  geographical  influence  be- 
yond the  geographical  limits  of  the  several 
States  individually,  and  their  jurisdiction  could 
not  transcend  their  geographical  limits.  Of 
thb  description  of  powers  is  the  power  to  de- 
clare war,  &e.,  to  regulate  commerce,  &c.,  and 
all  the  other  enumerated  powers  of  the  constitu- 
tion. In  consequence  of  the  conflicting  systems 
adopted  by  the  several  States  in  relation  to 
some  of  these  powers,  which  were  then  in  prac- 
tical operation ;  particularly  in  the  conflicting 
regulations  of  commerce,  uie  States  were  get- 
ting into  the  most  serious  collisions,  &c.  The 
formidable  evik  necessarily  growing  out  of  the 
state  of  things  required  a  formidable  and  compe- 
tent remedy.  The  great  subject  for  the  con- 
templation of 'every  reflecting  mind  in  America 
was,  what  that  remedy  should  be  ?  The  wise 
frainers  of  our  admirable  constitution,  after 
great  deliberation,  conceived  and  executed  Uie 
only  practical  expedient  It  consisted  in  sepa- 
rating the  powers  of  sovereignty;  in  establish- 
ing a  General  Government,  and  conferring  on 
it  all  the  powers  of  sovereignty  whose  geogra- 
phical influence  was  found  co-extensive  with  the 
geographical  limits  of  the  United  States^  and 
reserving  to  the  State  Governments  respectively 
those  i>owers  which  were  of  a  mere  local  char- 
acter, and  which  possessed  no  influence  beyond 
the  hmits  of  the  States  respectively.  And  also 
to  confer  on  the  General  Government  *^  all  the 
means  necessary  and  proper  ^^  for  executing  its 
own  Laws  in  relation  to  these  enumerated  pow- 
ers, without  any  dependence  upon  requfsitions 
from  the  respective  State  €K)vernment8  for  this 
indispensable  object.  The  idea  was  a  grand 
one,  and  executed  with  an  admirable  simplicity, 
and  the  most  consummate  wisdom.  Hence  it  ap- 
pears that  the  great  object  of  the  framers  of  the 
constitution  was  to  establish  a  General  or  Fed- 
eral Government,  and  to  confer  on  it  all  the 
powers  of  sovereignty,  which  in  their  nature 
and  character  possessed  an  influence  co-ex- 
tensive with  the    United  States,  and  to  re- 


serve to  the  previously-existing  State  Govern- 
ments all  the  powers  of  sovereignty  of  a  more 
local  character,  and  whose  influence  did  not 
extend  beyond  the  geoffraphical  limits  of  the 
States  respectively,  and  therefore  could  be 
rendered  completely  subservient  to  State  juris- 
diction and  management  These  are  the  means 
prescribed  in  the  constitution  for  eflecting  the 
ends  expressed  in  the  preamble.  To  the  ad- 
ministrators of  the  General  Government  the 
framers  of  the  constitution  have  said:  We 
give  to  you  all  the  powers  of  sovereignty  of  a 
general  character ;  and  to  the  adminstrators  of 
the  State  Governments  they  have  said :  We  re- 
serve to  you  all  the  powers  of  sovereignty  of  a 
local  character.  I.  verily  believe,  that  if  those 
various  Governments  should  be  administered 
with  the  wisdom  with  which  this  separation  of 
powers  was  made  in  the  body  of  the  constitu- 
tion, the  people  of  the  United  States  will  not  be 
disappointed  in  the  great  and  interesting  objects 
proclaimed  in  its  preamble.  From  this  short 
history  of  the  origin  of  the  constitution,  and 
the  causes  which  produced  it,  it  evidently  ap- 
pears, that  the  General  or  Federal  Government 
is  in  its  nature  and  character  a  Government  of 
enumerated  powers,  taken  from  previously  ex- 
isting State  Governments,  enumerated  and  con- 
ferred on  it,  reserving  all  unenumerated  powers 
to  the  State  Grovernmenta,  or  to  the  people  in 
their  individual  capacities.  But  if  any  doubts 
had  existed  upon  this  subject,  two  amendments 
to  the  constitution,  growing  out  of  some  jeal- 
ousies lest  a  contrary  interpretation  should  be 
given  to  the  constitution,  have  been  adopted, 
which  ought  to  put  this  question  to  rest  for- 
ever. The  9th  and  10th  articles  of  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution  are  as  follow : 

'*  The  enumeration  in  the  constitution  of  cer- 
tidn  rights  shall  not  be  construed  to  deny  or 
disparage  others  retained  by  the  people.**  *^  The 
powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by 
the  constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the 
States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  respectively, 
or  to  the  people."  Now,  sir,  can  language  be 
more  explicit  than  this,  in  declaring  that  this 
charter  contains  certain  enumerated  powers, 
and  that  all  not  enumerated  are  reserved  to  the 
States  or  to  the  people?  There  is  one  article 
reserving  rights  to  the  people,  and  afterwards 
another  article  reserving  them  to  the  States  and 
to  the  peonle.  While  on  this  subject,  I  beg 
leave  to  read  a  clause  in  the  constitution,  which 
I  find  among  the  enumerated  powers,  and 
which  has  been  construed  by  some,  as  intended 
to  convey  a  general  grant  of  powers  among  the 
enumerated  powers:  ^* Congress  shall  have 
power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts, 
and  excises,  to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for 
the  common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  the 
United  States."  The  words  "and  to  provide 
for  the  common  defence  and  general  wel&re," 
have  by  some  been  considered  as  conveying  a 
general  grant  of  power.  Nothing  is  necessary 
to  show  that  this  is  not  a  fair  and  correct  con- 
struction of  the  constitution,  but  reading  it 
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with  attention.  These  terms  contiua  no  grant 
of  power  whatever,  hat  are  used  to  express  the 
ends  or  ohjects  for  which  particular  grants  of 
power  were  given.  Paying  the  dehts  and  pro- 
viding for  the  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare are  great  ohjects,  intimately  connected  with 
the  particular  grants  of  power  which  are  given 
for  uieir  effectuation;  and  without  these  parti- 
cular grants  of  power,  it  would  not  have  heen 
possible  for  Congress  to  effect  them.  The 
framers  of  the  constitution  have  simply  selected 
some  of  the  objects  expressed  in  the  preamble, 
and  declared  that  to  effect  them,  and  to  pay  the 
debts  of  the  United  States,  were  the  considera- 
tions which  induced  them  to  give  to  Oonffress 
the  power  to  lav  and  collect  taxes,''  &c  Thus 
taxes  are  to  be  kid,  &c.  ^'  to  pay  the  debts,  and 
to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  g^eral 
welfare."  Oould  they  have  chosen  a  more  ap- 
propriate phraseology  ?  The  plain  language  to 
Congress  is:  *^Tou  shall  have  power  to  lay 
and  collect  taxes,  to  pay  the  debts,"  &c.,  and 
to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare,  or,  in  other  words,  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  the  debts,  &c.,  and  of  providing  for  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfiure.  These 
words  do  not  contiun  a  general  grant  of  powers, 
but  express  the  objects  of  a  particular  grant  of 
powers.  The  framers  of  the  constitution  could 
not  have  done  an  act  so  absurd  as  to  make  a 
general  grant  of  powers,  among  an  enumera- 
tion of  specified  powers. 

I  will  now,  Mr.  President,  proceed  to  ex- 
amine those  instances  which  the  gentieman  has 
presented  of  the  supposed  aberrations  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  from  the  enumer- 
ated powers,  and  I  think  it  will  not  be  difficult 
to  show  that  there  is  not  a  single  instance 
quoted,  but  which  is  deducible  from  a  fakir  and 
correct  interpretation  of  the  express  words  of 
the  constitution,  giving  them  their  common  and 
appropriate  meaning. 

The  first  instance  presented  to  our  considera- 
tion by  the  honorable  gentieman  from  Greorgia 
Qir.  Cbawford)  of  the  exercise  of  a  power  by 
Congress  not  enumerated  in  the  constitution, 
was  the  erection  of  light-houses.  The  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Lloyd,)  to  whose 
dispassionate  observations  I  listened  with  great 
pleasure,  superadded  the  instance  of  tiie  erec- 
tion of  custom-houses.  On  these,  both  of  the 
gentiemen  seemed  to  place  great  reliance,  as 
cases  in  point  with  the  one  nnder  consideration. 
Both  these  powers  I  conceive  are  given  to  Con- 
gress by  the  express  words  of  the  constitution ; 
but  if  I  should  be  mistaken  in  this  idea,  th^ 
are  certainly  comprehended  as  incidental  and 
subservient  to,  or  in  other  words,  "necessary 
and  proper  "  for  carrying  into  effect  some  of 
the  enumerated  powers. 

The  express  words  of  the  constitution  give 
to  Congress  the  power  "  to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
duties,  imposts,  and  excises,"  &c. ;  ^*  to  regulate 
comtherce  with  foreign  nations  among  the  sev- 
eral States,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes ;"  ^^  to 
exercise  exclusive  legislation  in  all  cases  what- 


ever, te.,  over  all  places  purchased  by  consent 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  in  which  the 
same  shall  be,  for  the  erection  of  forts,  maga- 
zines, arsenal?,  dockyards,  and  other  needful 
buildings."  From  these  daases  of  the  consti- 
tution, t^en  in  connection  with  each  other,  I 
think  Congress  possesses  the  power  to  erect 
light-houses  and  custom-houses  by  the  express 
words  of  the  constitution ;  for  both  of  these 
descriptions  of  houses  must  necessarily  be  in- 
dudea  within  the  term  ^'needful  bidldiogs,*^ 
or  the  only  construction  which  is  at  all  ^>pli- 
cable.to  these  oases  is,  that  needful  buildings  is 
the  general  term,  and  light-houses  and  custom- 
houses are  particular  instances  or  examples 
under  the  general  term ;  or,  if  I  may  be  so  al- 
lowed to  express  my  ideas,  needful  buildings 
may  be  considered  as  the  genus,  of  which  light- 
houses and  custom-houses  are  particular  species. 
The  reason  with  the  framers  of  the  oonstitutioa 
for  using  this  general  term  is  obvious.  It  wss, 
because  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  foresee 
all  the  particular  species  of  needful  buildings 
which  might  become  necessary  to  the  salutary 
operations  of  this  Government  in  the  course  of 
its  complicated  and  due  administration;  they 
therefore  wisely  left  that  subject  to  the  discus- 
sion of  Congress,  restrained  and  limited,  never- 
theless, by  vie  requisition  of  the  consent  of  the 
Legislatures  of  the  States  respectively,  in  every 
case  proposed  for  the  exercise  of  this  discretion. 
That  this  is  a  plain  and  correct  interiMretation 
of  the  constitution  is  evinced  by  the  concur- 
rent opinions  of  every  Legislature  of  every 
State,  which  has  heretofore  ceded  lands  fin*  any 
of  these  objects ;  and  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that 
Congress  has  never  attempted  to  erect  any 
of  these  buildings  without  the  constitutional 
requisition  of  the  consent  of  the  States  respec- 
tively. But  if  this  term  '^  needful  buildings  ** 
had  not  been  expressed  in  the  constitution,  I 
should  not  hesitate  to  admit  with  these  gentie- 
men that  the  erection  of  light-houses  and  cus- 
tom-houses might  properly  be  deduced  from 
the  pow^  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  Ac, 
which  are  particular  grants  of  power  enumerat- 
ed in  the  constitution.  Because  custom-houses 
are  appropriately  necessary  to  the  coUectiim  of 
duties,  and  have  always  been  deemed  indispen- 
sable for  that  object,  as  are  light-housee  to  the 
due  regulation  of  commerce. 

These  two  powers  are  indispensably  connected 
with,  and  subservient  to,  particular  enumerated 
powers,  and  are  therefore  among  the  me^ns 
which  are  necessary  and  proper  for  their  eflEect- 
uation ;  and  as  such  are  given  to  Congress  by 
the  express  words  of  the  constitution,  which 
are :  Congress  shall  have  power  "  to  make  all 
laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for 
carrying  into  execution  the  fore^ing  powers, 
and  all  other  powers  vested  by  this  constitution 
m  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  or  in 
any  department  or  officer  thereof."  Erom  this 
course  of  interpretation,  the  gentiemen,  reason- 
ing from  a  suppceed  analogy,  have  asked,  if 
CoDgresB  can  derive  the  right  to  erect  light- 
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houses  and  castom-hooses  from  their  necessary 
agency  in  effectuating  the  particular  powers  to 
which  they  are  said  to  be  appendant  or  appur- 
tenant, why  may  it  not  in  the  same  way  derive 
the  right  of  granting  charters  of  incorporation 
for  the  same  objects  9  Or,  in  other  words,  if 
Congress  can  constitutionally  erect  custom- 
houses for  the  purpose,  or  as  the  necessary 
means  of  collecting  duties ;  why  may  it  not  es- 
tablish a  bank  for  the  same  object,  &c.  ?  The 
question  is  admitted  to  be  a  fair  one ;  and  if  a 
dear  distinction  cannot  be  made  in  the  two 
cases,  it  will  be  admitted  either  that  Congress 
may  coDstitutionaUy  establish  a  bank,  or  that  it 
has  heretofore  transcended  its  powers  in  erect- 
ing custom-houses,  &c.  A  dear  and  most  ob- 
Tious  distinction  appears  to  me  to  exist  in  the 
cases  suggested  by  Jbhe  gentlemen  to  be  analo- 
gous, arising  from  the  striking  difference  in  the 
nature  and  essential  charac|^er  of  these  powers. 
A  custom-house  is  in  its  nature  incidental  and 
snbseryient  to  the  collection  of  duties.  It  is 
one  of  the  common,  necessary,  and  proper 
means  to  effect  that  end.  It  is  believed  that  in 
no  commercial  country  in  the  world  are  duties 
collected  without  thenu  Besides,  the  erection 
of  custom-houses  does  not  involve  in  it  the  ex- 
ercise of  any  other  higher  or  consequential 
powers^  The  same  remarks  will  apply  to  li^t- 
housea,  as  among  the  common,  necessary,  and 
proper  means  for  the  regulation  of  conmierce,  &c. 
Is  the  incorporation  of  a  bank  of  this  charac- 
ter? It  is  not  among  the  common,  necessary, 
and  proper  means  of  effecting  either  of  the  fore- 
going enumerated  powers,  nor  of  any  other 
enumerated  in  the  constitution ;  still  less  is  it 
inddental  or  subservient  to  any  of  the  enumer- 
ated powers.  It  wants  that  connection,  affilia- 
tion, and  subserviency,  to  some  enumerated 
power,  which  are  clearly  pointed  out  in  relation 
to  the  two  powers,  to  which  it  has  been  said  to 
be  analogous.  Besides,  does  granting  a  charter 
of  incorporation  to  a  bank  involve  no  other 
higher  or  consequential  power  than  merdy 
erecting  a  needful  building  for  collecting  duties, 
&C.  ?  It  certainly  does.  It  involves  the  power 
to  grant  charters  of  incorporation  generally ; 
and  in  this  respect,  principally,  its  character  is 
easentaally  different  from  both  of  the  powers 
cited  by  the  gentieman.  The  power  to  grant 
charters  of  incorporation  is  not  an. incidental, 
subordinate,  subservient  power ;  it  is  a  distinct, 
original,  substantive  power.  It  is  also  suscepti- 
ble of  the  dearest  definition;  and  not  being 
among  the  enumerated  powers,  it  seeaos  to  me 
that  Congress  can  have  no  fai^  daim  to  its 
exercise  in  any  case.  If  Congress  had  been 
expresdy  authorized  to  grant  charters  of  incor- 
poration generally,  then  granting  a  charter  of 
incorporation  to  a  bank  would  have  been  an 
instance,  or  among  the  means,  of  carrying  into 
ei&ct  that  enumerated  power,  and  would  have 
been  as  much  connected  and  affiliated  with  it  as 
is  the  erection  of  custom-houses  with  the  collec- 
tion of  duties ;  but  the  power  to  grant  charters 
of  Incorporation  generally  not  being  expressly 


given  in  the  constitution,  no  particular  instance 
involving  the  exercise  of  that  power  can  be  in- 
ferred by  a  fair  and  candid  interpretation  of 
the  instrument.  I  do  not  mean  to  exaggerate 
the  consequences  which  might  result  from  an 
assumption  of  the  power  to  grant  charters  of 
incoiporation,  &c.  It  is  sufficient  for  me  to  say 
that  it  is  a  power  of  primary  importance ;  that 
it  involves  as  many  incidental  powers  in  its  ex- 
ercise as  any  one  of  the  enumerated  powers ; 
that  it  is  equal,  if  not  paramount,  to  any ;  and« 
therefore,  in  my  Judgment,  cannot  be  assumed 
by  fair  construction  as  inddental  and  subser- 
vient to  any ;  and,  of  course,  not  as  among  the 
necessary  and  proper  means  for  carrying  any 
into  effect.  In  fact,  in  its  nature  it  does  not  in 
the  smallest  degree  partake  of  the  derivative, 
incidental  character.  It  is  origincd.  substantive, 
distinct  in  itself  and  susceptible  or  the  plainest 
definition.  Hence,  whilst  I  am  willing  to  ad- 
mit that  a  power,  which  is  in  its  nature  inci- 
dental and  subservient  to  any  enumerated  power, 
and  also  among  the  necessary  and  proper  means 
for  carrying  it  into  effect,  may  be  exercised  by 
Congress  witiiout  the  express  words  of  the  con- 
stitution, I  should  be  very  unwilling  to  admit 
that  Congress  should  also  exercise  a  power 
neither  incidental  nor  subservient  to  any  of  the 
enumerated  powers,  nor  among  the  necessary 
and  proper  means  for  carrying  any  into  effect ; 
still  less  should  I  be  inclined  to  this  admission, 
when  the  power  thus  proposed  to  be  derived, 
incidentdly  or  constructively,  involves  in  it  the 
exercise  of  dmost  unlimited  powers.  To  illus- 
trate my  idea  still  ^further  in  this  respect,  I 
would  observe,  that'the  power  to  regulate  de- 
scents, and  to  regulate  the  distribution  of  intes- 
tates, I  conceive  to  be  original,  distinct,  sub- 
stantive powers;  and,  being  among  the  powers 
which  could  in  all  respects  be  limited  by  the 
geographical  boundaries  of  the  individual  States, 
and  were  therefore  among  the  powers  reserved 
to  the  management  of  the  Stateis,  might  as  easi- 
ly be  assum^by  Congress  as  incidental  to  some 
one  of  the  enumeratea  powers,  as  the  assump- 
tion of  the  power  to  grant  charters  of  incorpo- 
ration, which  I  conceive  was,  for  tlie  same 
reason,  left  to  the  management  of  the  States. 
I  believe  no  gentieman  will  contend  that  Con- 
gress Can,  unoer  any  candid  construction,  go  so 
far  in  relation  to  those  powers ;  nor  do  I  see 
how  it  can  in  relation  to  tiie  power  of  granting 
charters  of  incorporation. 

FamAT,  February  16. 
Bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  amend  and  continue  in  force 
an  act,  entitied  "  An  act  to  iacoiporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States," 
passed  on  the  25th  day  of  February,  1791. 

Mr.  Clat.— Mr.  President :  When  the  sub- 
ject involved  in  the  motion  now  under  considera- 
tion was  depending  before  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  a  disposition  to  acquiesce  in 
their  decision  was  evinced.    For  although  the 
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committee  who  reported  this  bill  had  been  rais- 
ed many  weeks  prior  to  the  determination  of 
that  Honse  on  the  proposition  to  re-charter  the 
bank,  except  the  occasional  reference  to  it  of 
memorials  and  petitions,  we  scarcely  ever  heard 
of  it.  The  rejection,  it  is  true,  of  a  measure 
brought  before  either  branch  of  Congress,  does 
not  absolutely  preclude  the  other  from  taking 
up  the  same  proposition ;  but  the  economy  of 
our  time,  and  a  just  deference  for  the  opinion 
of  others,  would  seem  to  recommend  a  delicate 
and  cautious  exercise  of  this  power.  As  this 
subject,  at  the  memorable  period  when  the 
charter  was  granted,  called  forth  the  best  tal- 
ents of  the  nation— as  it  haa,  on  various  occa- 
sions, undergone  the  most  thorough  investiga- 
tion, and  as  we  can  hardly  expect  that  it  is  sus- 
ceptible of  receiving  any  further  elucidation,  it 
was  to  have  been  hoped  that  we  should  have 
been  spared  a  useless  debate.  This  was  the 
,  more  desirable  because  there  are,  I  conceive, 
much  superior  claims  upon  us  for  every  hour  of 
the  small  portion  of  the  session  yet  remcdning  to 
us.  Under  the  operation  of  these  motives,  I 
had  resolved  to  give  a  silent  vote,  until  I  felt 
myself  bound,  by  th^  defying  manner  of  the 
arguments  advanced  in  support  of  the  renewal, 
to  obey  the  paramount  duties  I  owe  my  country 
and  its  constitution ;  to  make  one  effort,  how- 
ever feeble,  to  avert  tiie  passage  of  what  ap- 
pears to  me  a  most  unjustifiable  law.  After  my 
honorable  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Giles)  had 
instructed  and  amused  us  with  the  very  able 
and  ingenious  argument  which  he  delivered  on 
yesterday,  I  shoiQd  have  still  forborne  to  tres- 
pass on  the  Senate,  but  for  the  extraordinary 
character  of  his  speech.  He  discussed  both 
sides  of  the  question,  with  great  ability  and 
eloquence,  and  certainly  demonstrated  to  th& 
satisfieiction  of  all  who  heard  him,  both  that  it 
was  constitutional  and  unconstitutional,  highly 
proper  and  improper  to  prolong  the  charter  of 
the  bank.  The  honorable  gentleman  appeared 
to  me  in  the  predicament  in  which  the  celebra- 
ted orator  of  Virginia,  Patrick  Henry,  is  said  to 
have  been  once  placed.  Engaged  in  a  most 
extensive  and  lucrative  practice  of  the  law,  he 
mistook  in  one  instance  the  side  of  the  cause  on 
which  he  was  retained,  and  addressed  the  court 
and  jury  in  a  very  splendid  and  convincing 
speech  in  behalf  of  his  antagonist.  His  distract- 
ed client  came  up  to  him  whilst  he  was  progress- 
ing^ and  interrupting  him,  bitterly  exclaimed, 
"you  have  undone  me  I  you  have  ruined  me !" 
— "Never  mind,  give  yourself  no  concern," 
said  the  adroit  advocate ;  And  turning  to  the 
court  and  jury,  continued  his  argument  by  ob- 
serving, "May  it  please  your  honors,  and  you, 
gentlemen  of  the  jury,  I  have  been  stating  to 
you  what  I  presume  my  adversary  may  urge  on 
his  side.  I  will  now  show  you  how  fallacious 
his  reasoning  and  groundless  his  pretensions 
are."  The  skilful  orator  proceeded,  satisfectorily 
refuted  every  argument  he  had  advanced,  and 
gained  his  cause!    A  success  with  which  I 


trust  the  exertion  of  my  honorable  friend  will 
on  this  occasion  be  crowned. 

It  has  been  said  by  the  honorable  gentieman 
from  Georgia  (Mr.  Gbawfobd)  that  this  has 
been  made  a  party  question,  although  ih%  law 
incorporating  the  bank  was  passed  prior  to  the 
formation  of  parties,  and  when  Gongrefls  was 
not  biased  by  party  prejudices.  [Mr.  Cbaw- 
FOBD  explained.  He  aid  not  mean  that  it  had 
been  made  a  party  question  in  the  Senate.  His 
allusion  was  elsewhere.]  I  do  not  think  it 
altogether  fair  to  refer  to  the  discussions  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  as  gentiemen  belong- 
ing to  that  body  have  no  opportunity  of  defend- 
ing themselves  here.  It  is  true  that  this  law 
was  not  the  effect,  but  it  is  no  less  tme  that  it 
was  one  of  the  causes  of  the  political  divisions  of 
this  country.  And  if,  during  the  agitation  of 
the  present  question,  the  renewal  has,  on  one 
side,  been  opposed  on  party  principles,  let  me 
ask  if,  on  the  other,  it  has  not  been  advocated 
on  similar  principles?  Where  is  the  Macedo- 
nian phalanx,  the  opposition  in  Gongrees?  I  be- 
lieve, sir,  I  shall  not  incur  the  charge  of  pre- 
sumptuous prophecy,  when  I  predict  that  we 
shall  not  pick  up  from  its  ranks  one  sinffle 
stra^lerl  And  if,  on  this  occasion,  my  wortoy 
friend  from  Georgia  has  sone  over  into  the  camp 
of  the  enemy,  is  it  kind  in  him  to  look  bacK 
upon  his  former  frienda.  and  rebuke  them  for 
the  fidelity  with  which  tney  adhere  to  their  old 
principles? 

I  shall  not  stop  to  examine  how  far  a  repre- 
sentative is  bound  by  the  instructions  of  his  con- 
stituents. This  is  a  question  between  the  givo- 
and  receiver  of  the  instructions.  But  I  most  be 
permitted  to  express  my  surprise  at  the  pointed 
difference  whicn  has  been  made  between  the 
opinions  and  iustructions  of  State  L^^latares, 
and  the  opinions  and  details  of  the  dM>atationB 
with  which  we  have  been  surrounded  from 
Philadelphia.  Whilst  the  resolutions  of  t^ose 
Legislatureft— known,  legitimate,  constitutional 
and  deliberative  bodies — ^have  been  tl^t>wn 
mto  the  back  ground,  and  their  interference 
regarded  as  ofticious,  these  delegations  from 
self-created  societies,  composed  of  whom  no- 
body knows,  have  been  received  by  the  com- 
mittee with  the  utmost  complaisance.  Their 
communications  have  been  treasured  up  with 
the  greatest  diligence.  Never  did  the  Delphio 
priests  collect  with  more  holy  care  the  fruitio 
expressions  of  the  agitated  Pythia,  or  expound 
them  with  more  solemnity  to  the  astonished 
Grecians,  than  has  the  committee  gathered  the 
opinions  and  testimony  of  these  deputies,  and 
through  the  gentieman  from  MaMaohusettSi 
pompousl  V  detailed  them  to  the  Senate  I  Phila- 
delphia has  her  immediate  representative^ 
capable  of  expressing  her  wishes  upon  the  floor 
of  the  other  House.  If  it  be  improper  fbr 
States  to  obtrude  upon  Gongress  ^eir  senti- 
ments, it  is  much  more  highly  so  for  the  un- 
authorized deputies  of  fortuitous  congregations. 

The  first  singular  feature  that  attracts  atten- 
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tioQ  in  this  bill  is  the  new  and  nnconstitutional 
Teto  which  it  establishes.  The  constitation  has 
reqnired  only,  that  after  bills  have  passed  the 
House  of  Repr^entatives  and  the  Senate,  they 
shaD  be  presented  to  the  President  for  his  ap- 
proTal  or  rejection,  and  his  determination  is  to 
be  made  luiown  in  ten  days.  But  this  bill 
provides,  that  when  all  the  constitutional  sanc- 
tions are  obtained,  and  when  according  to  the 
nsual  routine  of  legislation  it  ought  to  be 
considered  as  a  law^  it  is  to  be  submitted  to  a 
new  branch  of  the  Legislature,  consisting  of  the 
President  and  twenty-four  Directors  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  holding  tiieir  ses- 
dons  in  Philadelphia,  and  if  they  please  to  ap- 
prove it,  why  then  it  is  to  become  a  law  1  And 
three  months  (the  term  allowed  by  our  law  of 
May  last,  to  one  of  the  great  belligerents  for 
revoking  his  edicts,  after  the  other  shall  have 
repealed  his)  are  granted  them  to  decide 
whether  an  act  of  Congress  shall  be  the  law  of 
tlie  land  or  not!  An  act  which  is  said  to  be  in- 
dispensably necessary  to  our  salvation,  and 
without  the  passage  of  which,  universal  dis- 
tress and  bankruptcy  are  to  pervade  the  coun- 
tiy.  Remember,  sir,  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Creorgia  has  contended  that  this  char- 
ter is  no  contract.  Does  it,  then,  become  the 
representatives  of  the  nation  to  leave  the  nation 
at  the  mercy  of  a  corporation  ?  Ought  the 
impending  calamities  to  be  left  to  the  hazard  of 
a  contingent  remedy? 

This  vagrant  power  to  erect  a  bank,  after 
having  wandered  throughout  the  whole  consti- 
tution in  quest  of  some  congenial  spot  where- 
upon to  £austen,  has  been  at  length  located  by 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  on  that  provision, 
which  authorizes  Congress  to  lay  and  collect 
taxes,  &C.  In  1791,  the  power  is  referred  to 
one  part  of  the  instrument ;  in  1811,  to  another. 
Sometimes  it  is  alleged  to  be  deducible  from  the 
power  to  regulate  commerce.  Hard  pressed 
here,  it  disappears,  and  shows  itself  unaer  the 
grant  to  coin  money.  The  sagacious  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  in  1791  pursued  the  wisest  course 
— ^he  has  taken  shelter  behind  general,  high- 
sounding,  and  imposing  terms.  He  has  declared 
in  the  preamble  to  the  act  establishing  the  bank, 
that  it  will  be  very  conducive  to  the  successAil 
conducting  of  the  national  finances ;  will  tend 
to  give  facility  to  the  obtdning  of  loans,  and 
will  be  productive  of  considerable  advantage 
to  trade  and  industry  in  general.  No  allusion 
is  made  to  the  collection  of  taxes.  What  is 
the  nature  of  this  Government?  It  is  emphati- 
cally federal,  vested  with  an  aggregate  of  speci- 
fied powers  for  general  purposes,  concedea  by 
existingsovereignties,  who  have  themselves  re- 
tained what  is  not  so  conceded.  It  is  said  that 
there  are  cases  in  which  it  must  act  on  implied 
powers.  This  is  not  controverted,  but  the  im- 
plication must  be  necessary,  and  obviously  fiow 
from  the  enumerated  power  with  which  it  is 
allied.  The  power  to  charter  companies  is  not 
specified  in  the  grant,  and  I  contend  is  of  a 
nature  not  transferable  by  mere  implication. 


It  is  one  of  the  most  exalted  attributes  of  sover- 
eignty. In  the  exercise  of  this  gigantic  power 
we  have  seen  an  East  India  Company  created, 
which  has  carried  dismay,  desolation,  and  death 
throughout  one  of  the  largest  portions  of  the 
habitable  world.  A  company  which  is,  in  itself, 
a  sovereignty — which  has  subverted  empires 
and  set  up  new  dynasties — and  has  not  only 
made  war,  but  war  against  its  legitimate  sover- 
eign I  Under  the  influence  of  this  power,  we 
have  seen  arise  a  South  Sea  Company,  and  a 
Mississippi  Company,  that  distracted  and  con- 
vulsed all  Europe,  and  menaced  a  total  over- 
throw of  all  credit  and  confidence,  and  universal 
bankruptcy.  Is  it  to  be  imagined  that  a  power 
so  vast  would  have  been  left  bv  the  wisdom  of 
the  constitution  to  doubtful  inference  ?  It  has 
been  alleged  that  there  are  many  instances,  in 
the  constitution,  where  powers,  in  their  nature 
incidental,  and  which  would  have  necessarily 
vested  along  with  the  principal  power,  are 
nevertheless  expressly  enumerated;  and  the 
power  "  to  make  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
government  of  the  land  and  naval  forces,'* 
which,  it  is  said,  is  incidental  to  the  power  to 
raise  armies  and  provide  a  navy,  is  given  as  an 
example.  What  does  this  prove?  How  ex- 
tremely cautious  the  convention  were  to  leave 
as  little  as  possible  to  implication.  In  all  cases 
where  incidental  powers  are  acted  upon,  the 
principal  and  incidental  ought  to  be  congenial 
with  each  other,  and  partake  of  a  common 
nature.  The  incidental  power  ought  to  be 
strictly  subordinate  and  limited  to  the  end  pro- 
posed to  be  attained  by  the  specified  power. 
In  other  words,  under  the  name  of  accomplish- 
ing one  object  which  is  specified,  the  power  im- 
plied ought  not  to  be  made  to  embrace  other 
objects  which  are  not  specified  in  the  constitu- 
tion. If  then  yon  could  estal^lisli  a  bank  to 
collect  and  distribute  the  revenue,  it  ought  to 
be  expressly  restricted  to  the  purpose  of  such 
collection  and  distribution.  It  is  a  mockery, 
worse  than  usurpation,  to  establish  it  for  a  law- 
ful object,  and  ^en  extend  it  to  other  objects 
which  are  not  lawful.  In  deducing  the  power 
to  create  corporations,  such  as  I  have  described 
it,  from  the  power  to  collect  taxes,  the  relation 
and  condition  of  principal  and  incident  are 
prostrated  and  destroyed.  The  accessory  is  ex- 
alted above  the  principaL  As  well  might  it 
be  said  that  the  great  luminary  of  day  is  an  ac- 
cessory, a  satellite  to  the  humblest  star  that 
twinkles  forth  its  feeble  light  in  the  firmament 
of  heaven  I 

Suppose  the  constitution  had  been  silent  as 
to  an  individual  department  of  this  Govern- 
ment, could  you,  under  the  power  to  lay  and 
collect  taxes,  establish  a  judiciary?  I  presume 
not;  but  if  you  could  derive  the  power  by 
mere  implication,  could  you  vest  it  with 
any  other  authority  than  to  enforce  the  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue?  A  bank  is  made  for  tho 
ostensible  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  collection  ol 
the  revenue,  and  while  it  is  engaged  in  this,  the 
most  inferior  and  subordinate  of  all  its  ftmo- 
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tioBS,  it  is  made  to  diffuse  itself  through,  socie- 
ty, and  to  influenoe  all  the  great  operations  of 
credit,  circulation,  and  commerce.  like  the 
Virginia  justice,  you  tell  the  man,  whose  turkey 
had  been  stolen,  that  your  book  of  precedents 
furnishes  no  form  for  his  case,  but  then  you  will 
grant  him  a  precept  to  search  for  a  cow,  and 
when  looking  for  that  he  may  possibly  find  his 
turkey  I  You  say  to  this  corporation,  we  can- 
not authorize  you  to  discount — ^to  emit  paper — 
to  regulate  commerce,  &c.  No  I  Our  book 
has  no  precedents  of  that  kind.  But  then  we 
can  authorize  you  to  collect  the  reyenue,  and, 
while  occupied  with  that,  you  may  do  whatever 
else  you  please! 

What  is  a  corporation  such  as  the  bill  con- 
templates? It  is  a  splendid  association  of  fa- 
vored individuals,  taken  from  the  mass  ^society, 
and  invested  with  exemptions  and  surrounded 
by  immunities  and  privileges.  The  honorable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Llotd)  has 
said  that  the  original  law,  establishing  the  bank, 
was  Justly  liable  to  the  objection  of  vesting  in 
that  institution  an  exclusive  privilege,  the  faith 
of  the  Government  being  pledged  that  no  otiier 
bank  should  be  authorized  during  its  existence. 
This  objection^  he  supposes  is  obviated  by  the 
bill  under  consideration;  but  aU  corporations 
eiyoy  exclusive  privileges— that  is,  the  corpora- 
tors have  privileges  which  no  others  possess; 
and  if  you  create  fifty  corporations  instead  of 
one,  you  have  only  &fty  privileged  bodies  in- 
stead of  one. 

I  contend  that  the  States  have  the  exclusive 
power  to  regulate  contracts,  to  declare  the  ca- 
pacities and  incapacities  to  contract,  and  to  pro- 
vide as  to  the  extent  of  responsibility  of  debtors 
to  their  creditors.  If  Congress  have  the  power 
to  erect  an  artificial  body  and  say  it  shall  be  en- 
dowed with  the  attributes  of  an  individual — if 
you  can  bestow  on  this  object  of  your  own 
creation  the  ability  to  contract,  may  you  not, 
in  contravention  of  State  rights,  confer  upon 
slaves,  infants,  and  femes  covert,  the  ability  to 
contract?  And  if  you  have  the  power  to  say 
that  an  association  of  individuals  sliaU  be  re- 
sponsible for  their  debts  only  in  a  certain  limit- 
ed degree,  what  is  to  prevent  an  extension  of  a 
similar  exemption  to  individuals?  Where  is 
the  limitation  upon  this  power  to  set  up  corpo- 
rations? You  establish  one,  in  the  heart  of  a 
State,  the  basis  of  whose  capital  is  money.  You 
may  erect  others  whose  capital  shall  consist  of 
land,  slaves,  and  personal  estate,  and  thus  the 
whole  property  within  tfaie  jurisdiction  of  a  State 
might  be  absorbed  by  these  political  bodies. 
The  existing  bank  contends  that  it  is  beyond 
the  power  of  a  State  to  tax  it,  and  if  this  pre- 
tension be  well  founded,  it  is  in  the  power  of 
Congress,  by  chartering  companies,  to  dry  up 
the  whole  of  the  sources  «  State  revenue. 
Georgia  has  undertaken,  it  is  true,  to  levy  a 
tax  on  the  branch  within  her  jurisdiction,  but 
this  law,  now  under  a  course  of  litigation,  is 
considered  as  invalid.  The  United  States  own 
a  great  deal  of  land  in  the  State  of  Ohio;  can 


this  Government,  for  the  purpose  of  creating  an 
ability  to  purchase  it,  charter  a  company? 
Aliens  are  forbidden,  I  believe,  in  that  State,  to 
hold  real  estate — could  you,  in  order  to  multi- 
ply purchasers,  confer  upon  them  the  capacity 
to  hold  land,  in  derogation  of  the  local  law  f  I 
imagine  this  will  hardly  be  insisted  npon ;  and 
yet  there  exists  a  more  obvious  connecti<Mi  be- 
tween the  undoubted  power,  which  is  poesessed 
by  this  Government,  to  sell  its  land,  and  the 
means  of  executing  that  power,  by  increasing 
the  demand  in  the  market,  thim  there  is  be- 
tween this  bank  and  the  collection  of  a  tax. 
This  Gk)vemment  has  the  power  to  levy  taxes 
— ^to  raise  armies — ^provide  a  navy — make  war 
— ^regulate  commerce-— coin  money,  &o.  It 
would  not  be  difficult  to  show  as  intimate  a 
connection  between  a  corporation,  established 
for  any  purpose  whatever,  and  some  one  or 
other  of  those  great  powers,  as  there  is  be- 
tween the  revenue  and  the  bank  of  the  United 
States. 

Let  us  inquire  into  the  actual  participati<Mi  of 
this  bank  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue.  Prior 
to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1800,  requiring  the 
collectors  of  those  ports  of  entry,  at  which  the 
principal  bank  or  any  of  its  offices  are  sitaated, 
to  deoosit  with  them  the  custom-house  bonds, 
it  haa  not  the  smallest  agency  in  the  collection 
of  the  duties.  During  almost  one  moiety  of 
the  period  to  which  the  existence  of  this  insti- 
tution was  limited,  it  was  noways  instrumental 
in  the  collection  of  that  revenue,  to  which  it  is 
now  become  indispensable  I  The  collection, 
previous  to  1800,  was  made  entirely  by  the  col- 
lectors; and  even  at  present,  where  there  b 
one  port  of  entry,  at  which  this  bank  is  em- 
ployed, there  are  eight  or  ten  at  which  the  col- 
lection is  made  as  it  was  before  1800.  And, 
sir,  what  does  this  bank  or  its  branches  when 
resort  is  had  to  it?  It  does  not  adjust  with 
the  merchant  the  amount  of  the  duty^  nor  take 
his  bond ;  nor,  if  the  bond  is  not  paid,  coerce 
the  payment  by  distress  or  otherwise.  In  fisct, 
it  has  no  active  agency  whatever  in  the  coUeo- 
tion.  Its  operation  is  merely  passive ;  that  is, 
if  the  obligor,  after  his  bond  is  plaoed  in  the 
bank,  discharges  it,  all  is  very  wdL  Such  is 
the  mighty  aid  afforded  by  this  tax-gatherer, 
without  which  the  Grovemment  cannot  get 
along  1  Again,  it  is  not  pretended  that  the  very 
limited  assistance  which  this  institution  does  in 
truth  render,  extends  to  any  other  than  a  ang^ 
species  of  tax,  that  is,  duties.  In  the  collectioa 
of  the  excise,  the  direct  and  other  internal 
taxes,  no  aid  was  derived  from  any  bank.  It 
b  truC)  in  the  collection  of  those  taxes,  the 
farmer  did  not  obtain  the  same  indulgence 
which  the  merchant  receives  in  paying  dutiesb 
But  what  obliges  Congress  to  give  (Credit  at  all  f 
Could  it  not  demand  prompt  payment  of  tiie 
duties  ?  And  in  fiict  does  it  not  so  demand  in 
many  instances?  Whether  credit  b  given  or 
not,  is  a  matter  merely  of  discretion.  If  it  be 
a  facility  to  mercantile  operations  (as  I  presume 
it  b)  it  ought  to  be  granted.    Bat  I  deny  the 
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right  to  ingraft  upon  it  a  bank,  which  yon 
would  not  otherwise  have  the  power  to  erect. 
Yon  cannot  create  the  necessity  of  a  bank, 
and  then  plead  that  necessity  for  its  establish- 
ment. In  the  administration  of  the  finances, 
the  bank  acts  simply  as  a  payer  and  receiver. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  money  in 
New  York  and  wants  it  in  Charleston;  the 
bank  will  furnish  him  with  a  check,  or  bill,  to 
make  the  remittance,  which  any  merchant 
would  do  just  as  welL 

I  will  now  proceed  to  show  by  fact,  actual 
ezperientse,  not  theoretic  reasoning,  but  by  the 
records  themselves  of  the  Treasury,  that  the 
operations  of  that  department  may  be  as  well 
condnoted  without  as  with  this  bank.  The  de- 
lusiiMi  has  consisted  in  the  use  of  certain  high- 
aonnding  phrases,  dexterously  used  on  the  occa- 
sion. ^*  The  collection  of  the  revenue^' — "  The 
administration  of  the  finance" — **  The  conduct- 
ing the  fiscal  afOurs  of  the  Government,"  the 
usual  language  of  the  advocates  of  the  bank, 
extort  express  assent,  or  awe  into  acquiescence, 
without  inquiry  or  examination  into  its  neces- 
sity. About  the  conmiencement  of  this  year 
there  appears^  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  of  the  7th  (^  January,  to  have 
been  a  little  upwards  of  two  millions  four  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  in  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States ;  and  more  than  one-third  of  this 
whole  sum  was  in  the  vaults  of  local  banks.  In 
several  instances,  where  an  opportunity  existed 
of  selecting  the  bank,  a  preference  has  been 
given  to  the  State  bank,  or  at  least  a  portion  of 
the  deposits  has  been  made  with  it  In  New 
York,  for  example,  there  was  deposited  with 
the  Manhattan  Bank  $188,670,  although  a 
branch  bank  is  in  that  city.  In  this  District, 
$115,080  were  deposited  with  the  bank  of  Co- 
lumbia, although  here  also  is  a  branch  bank, 
and  yet  the  State  banks  are  utterl  v  unsafe  to  be 
trusted  I  If  the  money,  after  the  bonds  are  col- 
lected, is  thus  placed  with  these  banks.  I  pre- 
sume there  can  be  no  difficulty  in  plaomg  the 
bonds  themselves  there,  if  they  must  be  de- 
posited with  some  bank  for  collection^  which  I 
deny. 

Agun,  one  of  the  most  important  and  com- 
plicated branches  of  the  Treasury  Department 
M  the  management  of  our  landed  system.  The 
sales  have  some  years  amounted  to  upwards  of 
half  a  million  of  dollars,  are  generally  made 
upon  credit,  and  yet  no  bank  whatever  is  made 
use  of  to  facilitate  the  collection.  After  it  is 
made,  the  amount  in  some  instances  has  been 
deposited  with  banks,  and  according  to  the 
Secretary's  report,  which  I  have  before  advert- 
ed to,  the  amount  so  deposited  was  in  January 
upwards  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  not 
one  cent  of  which  was  in  tl^e  vaults  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  of  its 
branches,  but  in  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  its 
branch  at  Pittsburg,  the  Marietta  Bank,  and 
the  Kentucky  BanlL  Upon  the  point  of  re- 
sponsibility, I  cannot  subscribe  to  the  opinion 
of  the  Secvetary  of  the  Treasury,  if  it  is  meant 


that  the  ability  to  pay  the  amount  of  any  de- 
posits which  the^vemment  may  make  under 
any  exigency,  is  greater  than  that  of  the  State 
bsjiks ;  that  the  accountability  of  a  ramified  in- 
stitution, whose  affairs  are  managed  by  a  single 
head,  responsible  for  all  its  members,  is  more 
simple  than  that  of  a  number  of  independent 
and  unconnected  establishments,  I  shall  not 
deny ;  but,  with  regu^  to  safety,  I  am  strongly 
inclined  to  think  it  is  on  the  side  of  the  local 
banks.  The  corruption  or  misconduct  of  the 
parent,  or  any  of  its  branches,  may  bankrupt  or 
destroy  the  whole  system,  and  the  loss  of  the 
Government  in  that  event  will  be  of  the  de- 
posits made  with  each ;  whereas  in  the  fEulure 
of  one  State  bank  the  loss  will  be  confined  to 
the  deposit  in  the  vaults  of  that  bank.  It  is 
said  to  have  been  a  part  of  Burros  plan  to  seize 
on  the  branch  bank  at  New  Orleans^  At  that 
period  large  sums,  imported  from  La  Vera 
Cruz,  are  alleged  to  have  been  deposited  with 
it,  and  if  the  traitor  had  accomplished  his  de- 
sign, the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  if  not  ac- 
tually bankrupt,  might  have  been  constrained 
to  stop  payment. 

It  is  urged  by  the  gentieman  from  Massachu- 
sette,  (Mr.  Lloyd,)  that  as  this  nation  progress- 
es in  commerce,  wealth,  and  population,  new 
energies  will  be  unfolded,  new  wants  and  exi- 
gencies will  arise,  and  hence  he  infers  that 
powers  must  be  implied  from  the  constitution. 
But,  sir,  the  question  is,  shall  we  stretch  the 
instrument  to  embrace  cases  not  fairly  within 
its  scope,  or  shall  we  resort  to  that  remedy, 
by  amendment,  which  the  constitution  pre- 
scribes? 

GenUemen  contend  that  the  construction 
which  they  give  to  the  constitution  has  been 
acquiesced  in  by  all  parties,  and  under  all  ad- 
minist  ations ;  and  they  rdy  particularly  on  an 
act  which  passed  in  1804,  for  extending  a  branch 
to  New  Orleans,  and  another  act,  of  1807,  for 
punishing  those  who  should  forge  or  utter 
forged  paper  of  the  bank.  With  regard  to  the 
first  law,  passed  nodoubt  upon  the  recommend- 
ation of  the  Treasury  Department  I  would  re- 
mark, that  it  was  the  extension  oi  a  branch  to 
a  Territory,  over  which  Congress  possesses 
power  of  legislation  almost  uncontroUed,  and 
where,  without  any  constitutional  impediment, 
charters  of  incorporation  may  be  granted.  As 
to  the  other  act,  it  was  passed  no  less  for  the 
benefit  of  the  community  than  the  bank — ^to 
protect  the  ignorant  and  unwary  from  counter- 
feit paper,  purporting  to  have  been  emitted 
by  the  bimk.  When  gentiemen  are  claiming 
the  advantage  supposed  to  be  dednciblefrom 
acquiescence,  let  me  inquire  what  they  would 
have  had  those  to  have  done  who  believed  the 
establishment  of  the  bank  an  encroachment  upon 
State  ri^ts?  Were  they  to  have  resisted,  and 
how?  By  force?  Upon  the  change  of  parties, 
in  1800,  it  must  be  well  recollected  that  the 
greatest  calamities  were  predicted  as  conse- 
quences of  that  event.  Intentions  were  ascrib« 
ed  to  the  new  occupants  of  power  of  violating 
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the  poblic  faith  and  prostrating  national  credit. 
Under  such  circnmstances,  that  they  should  act 
with  great  circumspection  was  quite  natural* 
They  saw  in  full  operation  a  bank,  chartered  by 
a  Congress  who  had  as  much  right  to  judge  of 
their  constitutional  powers  as  tneir  successors. 
Had  they  revoked  the  law  which  gave  it  exist- 
ence, the  institution  would,  in  all  probability, 
have  continued  to  transact  business  notwith- 
standing. The  Judiciary  would  have  been  ap- 
pealed to ;  and,  from  the  known  opinions  and 
predilections  of  the  Judges  then  composing  it, 
they  would  l)ave  pronounced  the  act  of  incor- 
poration, as  in  the  nature  of  a  contract,  be- 
yond the  repealing  power  of  any  succeeding  Le- 
gislature. And,  sir,  what  a  scene  of  confusion 
would  such  a  state  of  things  have  presented — 
an  act  of  Congress,  which  was  law  m  the  stat- 
ute book,  and  a  nullity  on  the  judicial  records ! 
Was  it  not  wisest  to  wait  the  natural  dissolution 
of  the  corporation,  rather  than  accelerate,  that 
event  by  a  repealing  law  involving  so  many  del- 
icate considerations  ? 

When  gentlemen  attempt  to  carry  this  meas- 
ure, upon  the  ground  of  acquiescence  or  pre- 
cedent, do  they  forget  that  we  are  not  in  West- 
minster Hall?  In  courts  of  Justice,  the  utility 
of  uniformity  of  decision  exacts  of  the  judge  a 
confo;'mity  to  the  adjudication  of  his  predeces- 
sor. In  the  interpretation  and  administration 
of  the  law,  this  practice  is  wise  and  proper ; 
and  without  it,  every  thing  depending  upon  the 
caprice  of  the  judge,  we  shpuld  have  no  secu- 
rity for  our  dearest  rights.  It  is  fiur  otherwise 
when  applied  to  the  source  Of  legislation.  Here 
no  rule  exists  but  the  constitution ;  and  to  legis- 
late upon  the  ground  merely  that  our  predeces- 
sors thought  themselves  authorized,  under  simi- 
lar circumstances,  to  legislate,  is  to  sanctify 
error  and  perpetuate  usurpation.  But  if  we 
are  to  be  subjected  to  the  trammels  of  prece- 
dents, I  claim,  on  the  other  hand,  the  benefit  of 
the  restrictions  under  which  the  intelligent 
judge  cautiously  receives  them.  It  is  an  estab- 
lished rule,  that  to  give  to  a  previous  adludica- 
tion  any  effect,  the  mind  of  the  judge  who  prcn 
nounced  must  have  been  awakened  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  it  must  have  been  a  deliberate  opinion 
formed  after  full  argument  In  technical  lan- 
guage, it  must  not  have  been  wh  nUntio,  Now, 
the  acts  Of  1604  and  1807,  relied  upon  as 
pledges  for  the  re-chartering  this  company, 
passed  not  only  without  any  discnssions  what- 
ever, of  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress 
to  establish  a  bank,  but  I  venture  to  say,  with- 
out a  single  member  having  had  his  attention 
drawn  to  this  question.  I  had  the  honor  of  a 
seat  in  the  Senate,  when  the  latter  law  passed ; 
probably  voted  for  it ;  and  I  declare,  with  the 
utmost  sincerity,  that  I  never  once  thought  of 
that  point ;  and  I  appeal  confidently  to  every 
honorable  meml>er  who  was  then  present  to  say 
if  that  was  not  his  situation. 

This  doctrine  of  precedents,  applied  to  the 
Legislature,  appears  to  me  to  be  fraught  with 
the  most  mischievouB  consequences.    Thegreat 


advantage  of  our  system  of  government  over 
all  others  is,  that  we  have  a  written  oonstitn- 
tion  defining  its  limits  and  prescribing  ita 
authorities ;  and  that,  however  for  a  time  fac- 
tion may  convulse  the  nation,  and  passion  and 
party  prejudice  sway  its  functionaries,  the  season 
of  reflection  will  recur,  when  calmly  retracing 
their  deeds,  and  all  aberrations  from  fundjK 
mental  principle  will  be  corrected.  Bat  once 
substitute  practice' for  principle,  the  expositions 
of  the  constitution  for  the  text  of  the  consti- 
tution, and  in  vain  shall  we  look  for  the  instru- 
ment in  the  instrument  itself.  It  will  be  as 
diftused  and  intangible  as  the  pretended  consti- 
tution of  England ;  and  it  must  be  soagbt  ftr 
in  the  statute  book,  in  the  fugitive  journals  <^ 
Congress,  and  in  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  What  would  be  our  condition  if  we 
were  to  take  the  interpretations  given  to  that 
sacred  book,  which  is  or  ought  to  be  the  Crite- 
rion of  our  faith,  for  the  book  itself?  We 
should  find  the  Holy  Bible  buried  beneath  the 
interpretations,  glosses,  and  comments  of  coun- 
cils, synods,  and  learned  divines,  which  have 
produced  swarms  of  intolerant  and  furious  sects, 
partaking  less  of  the  mildness  and  meekneM  of 
their  origin  than  of  a  vindictive  s]>irit  of  hostil- 
ity towards  each  other.  They  ought  to  afford  us  a 
solemn  warning  to  make  that  constitution,  which 
we  have  sworn  to  support,  our  invariable  guide. 

I  conceive,  then,  sir,  that  we  are  not  em- 
powered by  the  constitution  nor  bound  hy  any 
practice  under  it,  to  renew  the  charter  of  this 
bank  and  I  might  here  rest  the  argument.  But^ 
as  there  are  strong  objections  to  the  renewal 
upon  the  score  of  expediency,  and  as  the  dis- 
tresses which  will  attend  the  dissolution  of  the 
bank  have  been  greatly  exaggerated,  I  will  ask 
your  indulgence  for  a  few  moments  longer. 
That  some  temporary  inconvenience  will  arise, 
I  shall  not  deny ;  but  most  gfoundiesnly  have 
the  recent  failures  im  New  York  been  attnbated 
to  the  discontinuanoe  of  this  bank.  As  wdl 
might  you  ascribe  to  that  cause  the  failures  <^ 
Amsterdam  and  Hamburg,  of  London  and  liver- 
pool.  The  embarrassments  of  conmieroe,  the 
sequestration  in  France,  the  Danish  captures — 
in  fine,  the  belligerent  edicts,  are  the  obvioos 
sources  of  these  failures.  Their  immediate 
cause  is  the  return  of  bills  upon  London,  drawn 
upon  the  faith  of  unproductive  or  unprofitable 
shipments.  Tes,  sir,  the  protests  of  the  nota- 
ries of  London,  not  those  of  New  York,  have 
occasioned  these  bankruptcies. 

The  power  of  a  nation  is  said  to  connst  m 
the  sword  and  the  purse.  Perhaps,  at  last,  all 
power  is  resolvable  into  that  of  the  purse,  for 
with  it  you  may  command  almost  every  thinf 
else.  The  specie  circulation  of  th*e  United 
States  is  estimated  by  some  calculators  at  ten 
millions  of  dollars ;  and  if  it  be  no  more,  one 
moiety  is  in  the  vaults  of  this  bank.  May  not 
the  time  arrive  when  the  concentration  of  each 
a  vast  portion  of  the  circulating  medium  of  the 
country  in  the  hands  of  any  corporation  will 
be  dangerous  to  our  liberti^t    hj  whMn  la 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DEBATES  OP  CONGBESS. 


285 


Fkbbuabt,  181 1.3 


Bank  of  the  United  States. 


[Senaiv, 


this  immense  power  wielded  ?  By  a  body  who, 
in  derogation  of  the  great  principle  of  all  our 
institntions,  responsibility  to  the  peonle,  is 
amenable  only  to  a  few  stockholders,  ana  they 
chiefly  foreigners.  Suppose  an  attempt  to  snb- 
vert  this  Government,  Mrould  not  the  traitor 
first  aiin,  by  force  or  corruption,  to  acquire  the 
treasure  of  this. company  ?  Look  at  it  in  an- 
• -other  aspect.  Seven- tenths  ef  its  capital  are  in 
the  hand^  of  foreigners,  and  these  foreigners 
chieU^  .£nglish  subjects.  We  *  are  possibly 
upon  the  eve  of  a  rupture  with  that  na- 
tion. Should  such  an  event  occur,  do  yon 
ajyehend  that  the  English  Premier  would 
Vperience  any  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  entire 
)Sontrol  of  this  institution?  Kepublics,  above 
all  other  nations,  ought  most  studiously  to  guard 
against  foreign  influence.  All  history  proves 
that  the  internal  dissensions  excited  by  foreign 
intrigue  have  produced  the  downfall  of  almost 
eveiy  free  Government  that  has  hitherto  ex- 
isted;  and  yet  gentlemen  contend  that  we  are 
benefited  by  the  possession  of  this  foreign  capi- 
tal If  we  could  have  its  use,  without  its  at- 
tending abuse,  I  should  be  gratified  also.  But 
it  is  in  vain  to  expect  the  one  without  the 
other.  Wealth  is  power,  and  under  whatsoever 
form  it  exists,  its  proprietor,  whether  he  lives  on 
this  or  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  will  have 
a  proportionate  influence.  It  is  argued,  that 
our  posseisision  of  this  English  capital  gives  us  a 
certain  influence  over  the  British  Government. 
If  this  reasoning  be  sound,  we  had  better  re- 
voke the  interdiction  as  to  aliens  holding  land, 
and  invite  foreigners  to  engross  the  whole  prop- 
erty, real  and  personal,  of  the  country.  We 
had  better  at  once  exchange  the  condition  of  in- 
dependent proprietors  for  tliat  of  stewards.  We 
should  then  be  able  to  govern  foreign  nations, 
according  to  the  arguments  of  gentlemen  on  the 
other  siae.  But  let  u^  put  aside  this  theory, 
and  appeal  to  the  decisions  of  experience.  Go 
>w  to  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  and  see  what 
has  been  achieved  for  us  there  by  En^shmen 
holding  seven-tenths  of  the  capital  of  this  bank. 
Has  it  released  from  galling  and  ignominious 
bondage  one  solitary  American  seaman,  bleed- 
ing under  British  oppression  ?  Did  it  prevent 
the  unmanly  attack  upon  the  Chesapeake?  Did 
it  arrest  the  promulgation,  or  has  it  abrogated 
the  Orders  in  Council — those  orders  which  have 
given  birth  to  a  new  era  in  commerce?  In 
spite  fyf  aU  its  boasted  efieots,  are  not  the  two 
nations  brought  to  the  very  brink  of  war?  Are 
we  .quite  sure  that,  on  this  side  of  the  water,  it 
has  hkd  no  eflect  favorable  to  British  interests. 
It  has  often  been  stated,  and,  although  I  do  not 
know  iihat  it  is  susceptible  of  strict  proof^  I  be- 
lieve it  to  be  a  fact,  that  this  bank  exercise^  its 
influence  iu  support  of  Jay*s  treaty ;  and  may 
it  not  b&ve  contributed  to  blunt  the  public  sen- 
timent, or  paralyze  the  efforts  of  ^is  nation 
against  British  aggression  ? 

The  Duke  of  Northumberland  is  said  to  be 
the  most  considerable  stockholder  in  the  Bank^ 
of  the  United  States.    A  late  Lord  Chancellor. 


of  England,  besides  other  noblemen,  was  a  large 
stockholder.  Suppose  the  Prince  of  Essling, 
the  Duke  of  Cadore,  and  other  French  digni- 
taries owned  seven-eighths  of  the  capital  of  this 
bank,  should  we  witness  the  same  exertions  (I 
allude  not  to  any  made  in  the  Senate)  to  re- 
charter  it  ?  So  far  from  it,  would  not  the  dan- 
ger of  French  influence  be  resounded  through- 
out the  nation  ? 

I  shall  give  my  most  hearty  assent  to  the 
motion  for  striking  out  the  first  section  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  PoPK. — ^Mr.  President,  in  rising  on  this 
occasion,  I  never  more  entirely  obeyed  both  my 
feelings  and  my  judgment.  The  principle  in- 
volved in  the  decision  about  to  be  given,  is  in 
my  view  of  more  magnitude  than  any  which 
has  been  presented  for  our  consideration  since 
I  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  here.  It  is  no  less 
than  whether  we  shall  surrender  to  the  State 
Governments  the  power  of  collecting  our  reve- 
nue and  rely  upon  the  old  system  of  requisi- 
tions. We  are  called  upon  to  return  to  that 
state  of  imbecility  and  chaos  from  which  this  ■ 
political  fabric  was  reared  by  the  wisdom  and 
patriotism  of  the  first  statesmen  of  which  any 
age  or  nation  can  boast.  For  twenty  years  we 
have  collected  our  revenue,  borrowed  money, 
paid  our  debts,  and  mana^^  our  £scal  concerns 
through  the  agency  of  a  national  bank.  That 
it  has  answered  the  most  sanguine  expectations 
of  its  authors;  that  it  ha^  been  well  managed, 
is  admitted  by  the  most  decided  opponents  to 
the  renewal  of  the  charter.  Although  in  pub- 
lic debate,  in  newspapers,  court-yards,  muster; 
fields,  &o.,  we  have  heard  much  of  dangerous 
powers,  violations  of  the  constitution,  British 
infiuence,  and  poisonous  vipers,  &c.,  &c.,  which 
were  to  sting  to  death  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  yet  we  find  ourselves  as  free  almost  as 
the  air  we  breathe,  and  hardly  subservient  to 
the  mildest  code  of  laws  by  which  any  nation 
was  ever  governed.  In  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
andtheUtate  of  Pennsylvania  generally,  where 
these  animals  called  banks  have  grown  to  the 
most  enormous  size,  we  find  as  sound  morals, 
and  as  much  real  practical  republicanism,  as  in 
those  parts  of  the  Union  where  the  rattling  of 
this  viper^s  tail  has  never  been  heard,  and  in 
point  of  solid  wealth  and  internal  improvements, 
mark  the  contrast  We  are  required  to  disre- 
gard the  lessons  of  that  best  teacher,  experience, 
and  to  try  some  new  scheme.  However  capti- 
vating Qew  theories  and  abstract  propositions 
were  a  few  years  since,  I  believe  the  thinking 
men  of  all  parties  in  the  nation  are  perfectly 
convinced  that  one  ounce  of  experience  and 
common  matter-of-fact  sense  is  worth  more  for 
the  purposes  of  legislation  than  a  ship-load  of 
theory  and  speculation.  We  are  told  that  we 
must  force  into  the  vaults  of  the  bank  a  large 
portion  of  tiie  circulating  medium,  and  thereby 
dq)re8S  the  price  of  every  thing  in  the  market ; 
we  must  give  a  shock  to  credit  of  every  kind, 
check  and  embarrass  every  branch  of  agricul- 
turid,  conunercial,  and  numufacturing  industry ; 
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give  up  thejonngmechanios,  manufactarerB)  and 
merchants  with  small  capitals  a  prey  to  the  cu- 
pidity of  moneyed  men,  who  will  he  tempted  to 
withdraw  their  Amds  from  trade  to  speculate 
on  the  wrecks  of  the  unfortunate.  This  is  not 
mere  matter  of  calculation.    I  only  state  facts 

S roved  to  us  hy  the  most  unquestionable  evi- 
ence.  We  are  not  only,  sir,  to  ruin  many  in- 
nocent and  unoffending  individuals,  but  to  de- 
range the  national  finances ;  and  for  what  is  all 
this  to  be  done  9  To  promote  the  public  good 
or  advance  the  national  prosperty  ?  No,  rir,  it 
is  not  pretended.  We  are  gravely  told,  that  we, 
the  Representatives  of  the  people,  must  sacri- 
fice the  people  to  save  the  constitution  of  the 
people,  whose  happiness  and  welfare  it  was  in- 
tenaed  to  secure.  If  this  be  true,  it  is  indeed 
a  strange  Government  under  whidfi  we  live.  I 
advance  the  opinion  with  confidence,  that  no 
principle  which,  in  its  practical  effects,  outrages 
the  common  sense  and  feelings  of  mankind,  can 
]>e  a  sound  one,  and  we  ought  to  examine  it 
well,  and  hesitate  much  before  we  give  our  as- 
sent. To  bring  distress  on  the  country,  not  to 
prevent  a  violation  of  any  positive  provision  of 
the  constitution ;  but  to  correct  what  we  sup- 
pose to  have  been  an  erroneous  construction  of 
it  by  our  predecessors,  of  which  neither  the 
States  nor  the  people  have  ever  complained, 
appears  to  be  more  nice  than  wise. 

Disguise  this  question  as  you  wiU,  sir,  and  still 
it  win  clearly  appear  to  be  a  contest  between  a 
few  importing  States  and  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  Resolutions  have  been  already 
laid  on  our  table  by  gentlemen  from  the  two 
large  States;  from  which  instructions  have 
been  received  in  substance,  requiring  Oongress 
to  give  up  to  the  State  banks  the  ooUection  of 
the  national  revenue.  I  am,  "Mi,  President,  on 
the  side  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
This  is  indeed  a  question  of  party,  but  of  a  very 
different  character  from  that  which  wUl  be  at- 
tempted to  be  palmed  on  the  people.  It  is  a 
contest  between  the  friends  and  enemjis  of  the 
Federal  Constitution  revived;  for,  if  I  am  not 
mistaken,  the  power  of  laying  and  collecting 
imposts  and  duties  was  strongly  objected  to  by 
some  of  the  large  States  having  advantageous 
seaports,  before  the  constitution  was  adopted. 
I  am  for  preserving  both  the  States  and  the 
Union.  I  consider  the  safety  and  independence 
of  the  several  States,  and  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  inseparably  connected  with  and  depend- 
ent on  the  efficiency  of  the  National  Grovem- 
ment,  and  it  is  to  me  unaccountable  that  gen- 
tlemen in  favor  of  strong  measures  against 
foreign  nations  should  be  so  solicitous  to  strip 
the  General  Government  of  tills  very  essential 
pjart  of  its  power.  We  were  told,  a  few  days 
since,  that  our  army  was  so  insignificant  and 
contemptible,  that  it  would  require  a  constable, 
with  a  search  warrant,  to  find  it.  I  have  heard 
another  gentleman  of  very  high  standing  sug- 
gest the  propriety  of  retroceding  the  ten  miles 
square  to  the  States  of  Virginia  and  Maryland. 
Oar  gunboats  are  aknost  rotten.    We  have  not 


more  frigates  and  other  armed  vessels  than  sof- 
fident  to  carry  our  Ministers  and  ^plomatle 
despatches  to  foreign  courts,  and  if  we  yield  to 
the  States  the  collection  of  our  revenue,  what 
will  remtun  of  the  Federal  Government  with 
which  the  people  can  identify  their  feelings  or 
affections  ?  In  What  will  this  Government  oo&- 
sist?  It  will  be  a*mere  creature  of  the  imagi- 
nation— a  political  fiction.  And,  analogoEB  to 
the  fiction  in  the  action  of  ejectment^  we  ahaO 
have  to  suppose  its  existence,  and  then  bottom 
onr  proceedings  upon  that  supposition.  If  1 
was  hostile  to  our  Federal  Union,  or  wanted  to 

Erepare  the  public  mind  for  a  surrender  of  Una 
appy  system  of  Government,  I  would  join  in 
the  hue  and  cry  against  this  institution ;  I  would 
support  every  measure  calculated  to  destroy  aQ 
confidence  in  and  respect  for  this  Government, 
both  at  home  and  abroad ;  I  would  endeavor  to 
produce  throughout  the  country,  confcision  and 
disorder,  and  a  state  of  glorious  uncertaintr; 
then  persuade  the  people  to  seek  security  and 
tranquillity  under  some  other  form  of  Govern- 
ment. The  transition  from  a  wild,  factions  de- 
mocracy, ta  despotism,  is  often  easy,  and  gen- 
erally sudden.  The  extremes  are  very  nearly 
allied.  A  Republican  Government,  gnided  by 
the  virtue  and  intelligenoe  of  a  nation,  is  the 
first  of  human  blessings,  but  when  directed  by 
the  angry,  vindictive  passions  of  party,  the 
worst  of  which  the  imagination  can  conceive. 
A  republic,  to  be  durable,  must  inspire  confi- 
dence and  respect  Such  instability,  sneh  vari- 
able, unsettled  policy  as  now  appears  to  be  the 
order  of  the  day,  could  not  have  been  anticipated 
by  any  man  blessed  with  a  tolerable  degree  of 
faith  in  the  success  of  this  great  republican  ex- 
periment. Mr.  President,  I  have  ever  been  op- 
posed to  yielding  to  the  commercial  interest  an 
undue  influence  in  this  Government,  but  1  am 
unwilling  to  make  an  unnecessary  and  wanton 
attack  upon  them.  Coming  from  an  agricnl- 
tural  State,  I  am  not  disposed  to  increase  the 
lealousies  which  unfortunately  exist,  and  there- 
by weaken  the  ties  by  which  these  States  are 
held  together.  I  am  sensible,  too,  how  mnch 
the  prosperity  of  the  State  I  represent  depends 
on  a  prosperous  state  of  trade,  and  althoaj^  the 
shock  from  the  dissolution  of  this  bank  will  be 
first  felt  in  the  commercial  cities,  it  must  imme- 
diately react  to  the  extremes  of  the  empire.  I 
know  many  are  under  an  impression  that  Fed- 
eralists and  British  agents  are  to  be  the  vio> 
tims ;  but  very  different  will  be  the  resnlt  I 
refer  to  the  evidence  detailed  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Llotd.) 
But  is  it  possible  that  an  intolerant  spirit  of 
party  has  prepared  us  for  this  f  Are  gentlemen 
ready  to  injure  their  country,  weaken  our  Fed- 
eral Union,  the  sheet-anchor  of  our  political 
safety,  to  reach  their  political  opponents?  I 
will  not  believe  it.  When  I  see  around  me 
some  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Revolution,  actuated 
I  am  sure  by  nobler  views ;  when  I  see  the 
professors  of  a  religion  which  teaches  us  to  love 
our  neighbors  as  ourselveS)  I  cannot  persuade 
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myself  that  OhristiaD  charity,  and  all  the  noble, 
generous  feelings  of  the  hnman  heart,  are  ex- 
langnished  by  this  demon,  party  spirit.  If  there 
be  a  man  in  the  nation  who  can  witness  with 
nnfeeling  apathj  the  distresses  of  his  fellow- 
citizens,  he  wonld  have  figured  in  Smithfield  Ib 
the  bloodj  reign  of  Qneen  Maiy  of  England,  in 
binding  heretics  to  the  stake ;  or  in  the  san- 
gdnary  time  of  Robespierre,  in  adding  victims 
to  the  gnillotine;  but  he  is'nnworthy  the  bless- 
ings of  a  free  Government. 

Sir,  I  address  the  Senate  nnder  circumstances 
discoomging  indeed.  I  have  been  told,  and  on 
this  floor,  that  debate  is  nseless ;  that  no  man's 
opinion  is  to  be  changed :  that  I  shall  find  ver- 
ified in  the  decision  of  this  question  the  senti- 
ment contained  in  two  lines  of  Hudibras — ^*He 
that  is  convinced  against  his  wiU,  is  of  the  same 
opinion  stilL'*  I  cannot  admit  this.  I  know 
there  are  gentlemen  fully  sensible  of  the  evils 
about  to  iMefall  their  country,  without  any  ob- 
stinate pride  to  conquer,  who  would  rejoice,  at 
being  convinced  it  is  in  their  power  to  avert 
them.  Let  me  entreat  them  to  pause  and  re- 
flect, before  thej  inflict  a  wound  on  their  coun- 
try's interest,  under  the  influence  of  constitu- 
tional doubt;  and  if  they  err,  I  would  ask  them, 
would  it  not  be  more  safe  and  patriotic  to  err 
in  favor  of  the  people  ?  Permit  me  now,  sir, 
to  redeem  this  subject  from  the  constitution- 
al difficulties  with  which  it  has  been  encum- 
bered. 

To  form  a  correct  opinion,  we  must  retrospect 
the  defects  of  the  old  Government,  and  ascer- 
tain the  remedy  whidi  was  anticipated  in  the 
present  constitution.  I  believe  it  will  be  con- 
oeded  that  the  great  cause  of  the  inefficiency  of 
the  former,  was  not  because  their  principal 
field  of  legislation  was  too  limited,  but  was  ow- 
ing to  its  dependence  on  the  States  for  the 
means  to  cariy  their  powers  into  effect.  For 
the  truth  of  this  position,  I  appeal  to  the  history 
of  that  day — to  the  candor  of  gentlemen  who 
hear  me.  The  present  constitution  was  framed 
for  national  purposes,  with  ample  authority  to 
pass  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  for  the  at- 
tainment of  its  objects,  independent  of  State  au- 
thority, except  so  flu*  as  expressly  made  depend- 
ent hj  the  constitution.  The  erroneous  im- 
pressions with  regard  to  this  bank  have  arisen 
from  ignorance  of  facts,  relative  to  the  practical 
fiscal  operations  of  the  €k>vemment,  and  from 
oonfonnding  an  original,  independent  power,  to 
establish  banks  and  coiporations^  with  a  neces- 
sary auxiliary  to  the  execution  of  the  powers 
given.  By  the  constitution  it  is  expressly  de- 
clared, that  Congress  shall  have  power  to  pass 
all  laws  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect the  powers  previously  enumerated,  and  all 
other  powers  vested  in  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  department  or  officer 
thereof.  Our  power  to  create  a  bank  is  not 
derived  by  implication.  No,  sir.  If  this  ex- 
prees  delegation  of  power  had  not  been  in- 
serted, we  must  have  implied  the  authority 
to  provide  the  means  necessary  and  proper,  &c. 


But  the  Oonvention,  with  a  full  knowledge 
of  the  defects  of  the  old  Confederation,  and 
deeply  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  an  effi- 
cient national  Government,  determined  to  ex- 
clude all  doubt  by  granting  to  the  new  Govern- 
ment, in  express  and  unequivocal  language^ 
ample  authority  to  use  all  means  necessary  and 
proper  for  the  attainment  of  the  ends  for  which 
it  was  instituted.  If  a  man  was  requested  to 
look  at  the  constitution  and  decide  whether 
power  is  given  to  Congress  to  create  a  bank,  or 
corporations  generally,  he  would  answer  in  the 
negative.  This  would  very  naturaUy  be  the 
answer  of  most  men  ui>on  the  first  blush  of  the 
constitution.  It  is  not  pretended  that  Congress 
have  power  to  create  corporations  as  an  inde- 
pendent proposition.  The  authority  to  establish 
a  bank  or  corporations  is  only  <K)ntend6d  for  so 
far  as  it  can  be  fairly  considered  as  a  necessary 
and  proper  auxiliary  to  the  execution  of  the 
powers  granted  by  the  constitution.  The  ques- 
tion of  constitutionality  depends  upon  facts,  de- 
hors the  instrument,  of  wnich  we  must  be  in- 
formed before  we  decide,  and  which  could  not 
be  ascertained  before  the  attempt  was  made  to 
give  motion  and  energy  to  this  political  ma- 
chinery. If  the  fact  be  ascertained,  by  the  best 
evidence  the  nature  of  the  subject  affords,  that 
a  bank  is  necessary  and  proper  to  effectuate  the 
legitimate  powers  of  Government,  then  our 
power  is  express,  and  we  need  not  resort  to  im- 
plication. To  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Senate  and  the  world,  this  material  fact,  will 
be  my  business  before  I  request  their  assent  to 
the  position  assumed,  that  Congress  have  an  ex- 
press power  to  incorporate  a  bank.  To  do 
this  it  is  indispensable  that  we  should  under- 
stand the  practical  financial  concerns  of  the 
Government,  or  have  the  information  of  those 
who  do.  We  appropriate  money  for  fortifica- 
tions on  the  report  of  our  engineer.  Colonel 
Williams,  and  for  the  Capitol,  &c.,  upon  the  re- 
port of  Mr.  Latrobe.  To  know  how  much  tim- 
ber or  other  materials  are  necessary  for  a  ship 
or  a  house^  you  must  understand  the  subject 
yourself,  or  have  the  information  of  those  who 
do.  For  myself,  I  am  ready  to  admit  that  I  rely 
much  upon  the  information  and  experience  of 
others.  To  ignorant  men,  and  those  who  do 
not  profess  to  be  fully  acquainted  with  the  na- 
ture and  management  of  the  national  finances, 
the  following  evidence  is  presented.  The  firsts 
and  with  many,  perhaps  the  best,  not  hereto- 
fore particularly  noticed,  which  I  shall  offer,  is 
the  Congress  of  1781,  which  established  a  na- 
tional bank,  called  the  Bank  of  North  America, 
during  our  revolutionary  struggle,  the  utility 
and  necessity  of  which  were  ascertained  by  the 
experience  of  that  day. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  they  created  a 
bank  under  powers  much  more  limited  tban 
ours.  That  act  was  not  passed  precipitately, 
but  was  the  result  of  the  most  mature  and  de- 
liberate consideration.  I  beg  leave  to  read  the 
preamble  of  the  law  which  contains  the  opin- 
ions of  tliat  Congress  with  regard  to  the  utility 


Digitized  by 


Google 


288 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


Sknatb.] 


Bank  of  the  United  States. 


[Fbbbuabt,  1811. 


and  necessity  of  a  National  Bank.  *^  Whereas 
Congress,  on  the  26th  day  of  May  last,  did,  from 
a  conviction  of  the  support  which  the  finances 
of  the  United  States  would  receive  from  the  es- 
tahlishment  of  a  National  Bank,  approve  a  plan 
for  sach  an  institution,  submitted  to  their  con- 
sideration by  Robert  Morris,  Esq.,  and  now 
lodged  among  the  archives  of  Congress,  and 
did  engage  to  promote  the  same  by  the  most 
effectud  means;  and  whereas  the  subscription 
thereto  is  now  filled,  from  an  expectation  of  a 
charter  of  incorporation  from  Congress,  the  di- 
rectors and  president  are  appointed,  and  appli- 
cation has  been  made  to  Congress  by  the  said 
president  and  directors,  for  an  act  of  incorpora- 
tion: and  whereas  the  exigencies  of  the  United 
States  render  it  indispensably  necessary  that 
such  an  act  be  immediately  passed — Be  it  there- 
fore ordained,"  &c.  This  act  passed  on  the  81st 
day  of  December,  1781.  And  here  permit  me 
to  observe,  that  this  National  Bank,  styled  the 
Bank  of  North  America,  was  not  produced  by 
British  influence  or  party  spirit.  No,  sir,  the 
little,  slanderiijg,  intrigmng  partyism  of  the 
present  moment  was  unknown  to  the  patriots 
of  that  awful  period.  They  had  no  party  but 
their  country— rliberty  and  independence  were 
their  objects.  Their  souls  were  fired  with  a 
noble,  a  generous  enthusiasm,  on  which  Heaven 
looked  down  with  pleasure.  It  appears  from 
the  journals  of  the  Congress  of  1781,  that  the 
members  from  every  State  were  unanimous  in 
favor  of  a  National  Bank,  except  Massachusetts, 
Pennsylvania,  and  Virginia — ^the  two  members 
from  Massachusetts  voted  against  it,  the  two 
members  from  Pennsylvania  w^re  divided— of 
the  four  from  Virginia,  Mr.  Madison  alone  voted 
against  it.  Here  it  is  evident  that,  in  the  very 
ij^ancy  of  our  Republic,  before  indeed  it  could 
with  propriety  be  said  to  be  born,  when  every 
bosom  glowed  with  enthusiasm  for  liberty  and 
a  pure  disinterested  patriotism,  a  National  Bank 
was  not  thought  that  dangerous,  dreadful  mon- 
ster, which  the  very  wise  and  exclusive  patri- 
ots of  1811  are  endeavoring  to  represent  it  to 
the  American  people.  And  the  construction 
given  to  the  grant  of  powers  in  the  Articles  of 
Confederation  by  the  Congress  of  1781,  is  strong 
evidence  of  our  right  to  establish  a  bank  under 
a  grant  of  powers  much  more  ample,  and  with 
money  conoeYns  vastly  more  extensive  and  com- 
plicated. 

The  next  evidence  I  shall  adduce  for  the  oon- 
cdderation  of  the  Senate,  is  the  opinion  of  the 
late  General  Hamilton,  appointed  by  President 
Washington,  the  first  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ; 
whose  province  and  duty  it  was  to  superintend 
the  national  finances.  His  attention  was  there- 
fore particularly  directed  to  the  subject,  and,  in 
a  very  able  report  to  the  first  Congress,  assem- 
bled under  the  new  constitution,  he  recom- 
mended a  National  Bank.  Although  opinions 
have  been  imputed  to  this  gentleman  very 
foreign  to  my  feelings  and  notions  about  Gov- 
ernment, yet  he  has  ever  been  acknowledged,  by 
the  candid  and  liberal  of  all  parties,  one  of  the 


first  American  statesmen.  For  reasons,  which 
it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  assign,  I  will  not 
press  his  opinion  upon  the  attention  of  the 
Senate,  but  wiU  introduce  other  and  perhaps 
less  exceptionable  testimony.  The  Congress  of 
1791,  which  incorporated  the  present  bank, 
merits  the  highest  regard.  It  was  comp08«d  of 
the  most  enlightened  and  distinguished  men  in 
America,  many  of  whom  had  been  members  of 
the  convention,  and  were  fully  apprised  of  the 
defects  of  the  old  and  the  objects  of  the  new 
Government.  A  large  msgority  of  both  branches 
voted  in  favor  of  the  bank.  They  were  not 
divided  on  the  question  by  partv.  Many  who 
have  continued  with  the  JRepublican  party  un- 
der every  Administration  voted  in  favor  of  this 
bank.  Alliiough  different  speculative  or  ab- 
stract political  opinions  were  then  entertiuned, 
yet  the  spirit  and  passion  of  party  had  not  dif- 
fused itself  so  generally  through  the  nation  as  at 
a  subsequent  period.  The  next  aathority  in 
favor  of  this  bank,  and  one  which  must  at  all 
times  and  on  all  occasions  command  the  high- 
est respect,  is  no  less  than  our  immortal  Wash- 
ington. He  was  President  of  the  United  States 
in  1791,  when  this  bank  law  passed.  After  it 
had  received  the  sanction  of  both  branches  d 
the  Legislature,  with  that  circumspection  and 

Srudence  which  regulated  his  condact  throngh 
fe,  he  consulted  the  able  men  who  oomposied 
his  Cabinet  Council  on  the  constitutional  ques- 
tion ;  they  differed  in, opinion;  he  heard  their 
arguments  for  and  against  the  measure;  and, 
after  full  consideration,  approved  the  law.  I 
cannot  yet,  sir,  take  leave  of  this  very  import- 
ant testimony  in  favor  of  the  bank.  The  opin- 
ion of  our  Washington  has  the  strongest  daini 
to  our  confidence.  Let  ns  pause  before  we  dis- 
regard his  solenm  advice.  This  is  the  hero 
who  led  our  armies  to  victoiy;  this  is  the 
Washington,  who,  at  the  dose  of  our  Revolu- 
tionary war,  disbanded  a  disciplined  army  in 
the  bosom  of  the  Bepublio,  and  voluntarily  ex- 
changed the  splendid  robes  and  enagns  of  mili- 
tory  power  for  the  plain,  humble  garb  of  ?  P^ 
vate  citizen.  This  Washington,  who  continued 
an  American,  a  Republican  in  heart  and  in  sen- 
timent, until  summoned  to  the  manfflons  of  buss  i 
yes,  ar,  this  illustrious  departed  hero,  this  prac- 
tical statesman,  has  solemnly  declared  to  the 
American  people  that  a  National  Bank  is  a  ne- 
cessary and  proper  auxiliary  to  the  exeontion  of 
the  national  powers.  The  last  authority  I  shall 
particularly  notice  in  support  of  this  institnticw, 
is  the  opinion  of  the  present  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  Mr.  Gallatin.  If  this  gentleman  can- 
not boast  of  the  military  laurels  which  bare 
adorned  ^e  brows  of  the  patriots  I  have  men- 
tioned; as  a  statesman  and  £uthful  public  8e^ 
vant,  he  stands  inferior  to  none.  lir.  Gallatm, 
from  his  first  appearance  on  the  theatre  of  pub- 
lic life,  has  been  considered  by  all  parties  an 
able  financier.  At  a  very  early  period  the 
finances  of  the  United  States  became  the  subject 
of  his  particdar  attention  and  incjoiry ;  the  re- 
salt  of  which  was  a  treaUaOi  pubhahed  in  1790) 
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called  '*  Gkdlatin,  on  the  finances  of  the  United 
States,**  in  which  he  gives  a  decided  opinion  in 
favor  of  this  hank,  r  rely  much  on  his  opinion 
at  that  period)  heoanse  it  mast  have  heen  the 
result  of  conviction,  and  not  of  any  party  feel- 
ing or  consideration,  as  he  was  then  in  the 
minority,  and  continued  in  it  until  the  Admin- 
istration changed.  His  report  to  the  Senate 
during  the  last  session  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  Ad- 
ministration, and  his  letter  to  the  committee, 
show,  that  time  and  experience,  so  far  from 
changing,  have  confirmed  him  in  the  opinion  he 
first  formed  on  the  suhject;  to  which  I  might 
add  every  Admiaistration  and  almost  every  man 
practically  acquainted  with  our  money  con- 
oema.  Is  not  this  mass  of  evidence  suflGicieDt 
to  substantiate  the  facts  upon  the  existence  or 
non-existence  of  which  the  constitutionality  of 
this  measure  depends  ?  I  put  the  question  to  the 
candor  and  good  sense  of  gentlemien,  whether 
they  are  not  satisfied,  in  the  language  of  the 
constitution,  that  a  National  Bank  is  neces- 
sary and  proper  to  effectuate  the  legitimate 
powers  of  the  National  Government  ?  If  they 
answer  in  the  negative,  I  can  only  say,  he  who 
will  neither  regard  the  suggestions  of  experi- 
ence, nor  believe  the  report  of  the  great  politi- 
cal disciples  who  have  gone  before  us,  would 
not  believe  though  one  were  to  rise  from  the 
dead.  And  what  is  the  answer  to  all  this  out 
of  doors  ?  Why,  that  we  are  not  to  be  governed 
by  the  information  or  opinion  of  others,  how- 
ever well  acquainted  with  the  subject ;  we  are 
so  self-safficient  as  to  disregard  the  best  lights 
which  can  be  presented  to  us.  The  cry  is  np 
to  the  hnb,  down  with  the  bank,  huzza  for  the 
narty  t  So  long,  Mr.  President,  as  I  shall  be 
honored  with  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  Union, 
I  am  determined  to  respect  my  station  and  my 
own  feelings  and  character  too  much  to  be 
driven  along  by  any  such  idle,  ridiculous  clamor. 
Ab  I  hetid  mudi  sidd  about  absolute,  indis- 
pensable necessity,  I  may  be  pardoned  for  giv- 
ing what  I  consider  the  sound  interpretation  of 
the  words  "necessary  and  properdin  tiie  con- 
stitution. This  idea  of  absolute,  indispensable, 
&c,  must  have  originated  in  an  excessive  jeal- 
ooay  of  power  or  a  decided  hostility  to  the 
Federal  Union.  This  instrument  was  framed 
by  and  for  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and, 
in  the  language  used,  was  certainly  intended  to 
be  understood  in  that  sense  in  which  it  is  used 
and  understood  by  them  generally.  If  you  ask 
a  plain  man  what  are  l^e  necessaries  of  life,  he 
will  answer,  sometiiing  bdow  luxury  and  ex- 
travagance, what  is  calculated  to  afford  him 
reasonable  comfort  Neither  a  house  nor  a  bed 
is  absolutely  or  indispensably  necessary  to  a 
nuin^B  existence ;  he  could  live  in  a  camp  and 
sleep  on  boards,  or  on  the  ground,  yet,  the  com- 
mon sense  of  mankind  would  respond,  they  are 
necessary  and  proper.  If  a  man  had  a  journey 
to  make,  either  to  Bidhmond,  in  Virginia,  or 
I^xington,  in  Kentucky,  although  every  per- 
son would  pronounce  a  coach  and  six  superflu- 
ous and  nnneccesary,  all  reasonable  men  would 
You  IV.— 19 


sa^.  he  ought  to  have  a  horse  or  a  hack,  but  it 
will  not  be  pretended  that  either  are  indispen- 
sable, because  he  could  perform  it  on  foot.  If 
a  gentleman  from  Baltimore  gives  his  agent  in- 
structions to  provide  every  thing  necessary  for  , 
an  East  India  voyage,  what  woiQd  he  expect  ? 
Certainly  that  he  should  avoid  unnecessary  ex- 
pense, but  would  consider  him  acting  witJiin  the 
pale  of  his  authority  if  he  procured  omy  what  was 
reasonablv  necessary  and  proper,  or,  in  other 
words,  what  was  fairly  snited  to  tne  master  and 
crew,  and  well  calculated  to  enable  the  vessel 
to  reach  her  port  of  destination.  That  inter- 
pretation is  correct  which  best  accords  with  the 
common  sense  and  nnderstanding  of  mankind. 
It  must,  therefore,  be  evident  that  the  only 
question  as  regards  the  constitutionality  of  the 
measure  to  be  decided  is  a  question  of  fact,  and 
that  is,  whether  a  National  Bank  is  reasonably 
necessary  and  proper,  or  fairly  suited  to,  and 
calculated  for,  the  collection  of  our  revenne  and 
the  management  of  our  money  concerns.  And 
this  fact  appears  to  be  admitted  by  the  gentle- 
men opposed  to  the  biU,  for  their  arguments  are 
predicated  npon  the  probability  that  the  State 
banks  will  answer  ^e  national  purposes.  This 
is  a  complete  surrender  of  the  constitutional 
objection;  for,  if  banks  be  necessary  and  proper, 
it  follows  that  we  have  a  constitutional  power 
to  create  them,  and  it  wUl  be  a  mere  question 
of  expediency  whether  we  will  nse  State  banks 
or  a  National  Bank.  My  colleague  (Mr.  Clay) 
has  asked  for  the  congeniality  between  a  bank 
and  the  collection  of  our  revenue?  The  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  using  State  banks  shows  it, 
but  let  the  use  hitherto  made  of  the  bank  an- 
swer the  question.  Is  not  a  bank  a  proper  place 
for  the  deposit  and  safe-keeping  of  money — 
more  so  than  the  custom-house?  Is  it  not  a 
convenient  agent  for  paying  and  receiving 
money  ?  Through  the  agency  of  this  bank  our 
revenue,  or  the  greater  part  of  it,  has  been  col- 
lected, our  financial  transactions  done,  and  public 
money  transmitted  to  sudi  places  as  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  Government  required.  The  revenue 
collected  at  Boston,  Baltimore,  or  any  other  port, 
is  paid,  if  required,  at  New  Orleans,  Natchez,  St. 
Lonis,  or  any  other  place  without  risk  or  ex- 
pense. The  money  in  the  bank  and  its  branches 
IS  payable  at  such  of  them  as  the  convenience 
of  the  Government  may  require,  and,  by  this 
arrangement,  we  can  command  the  whole  of 
the  public  money  in  any  quarter  of  the  Union 
withont  risk  or  expense.  The  operations  of  this 
institution  have  been  confined  to  the  seaboard. 
The  principal,  bank  is  at  Philadelphia,  with  a 
branch  at  New  York,  Boston,  Baltimore, 
Washington,  Norfolk,  Charleston,  Savannah, 
and  New  Orleans.  At  all  which  places,  the 
Government  has  considerable  revenue  to  collect. 
No  branches  have  been  extended  into  the  inte- 
rior. It  has  been  connected  with  our  fiscal  ar- 
rangements at  all  the  places  to  which  it  has 
been  extended,  and  may  be  fairly  deemed  a  con- 
venient, necessary,  and  appropriate  auxiliary  to 
the  management  of  the  national  concerns.    It  is 
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said  that  the  revenue  is  collected  at  many  ports 
where  none  of  these  branches  are  placed.  This 
is  true ;  the  bank  and  branches  are  fixed  only 
at  the  principal  seaports,  where  a  larse  amount 
of  revenue  is  collected.  £very  one  draws  into 
its  vaults,  subject  to  the  demands  of  Gk)vern- 
ment,  the  revenue  collected  at  the  less  import- 
ant ports  in  the  same  quarter  of  the  country. 
Boston  being  the  commercial  emporium  of  New 
England,  the  Government,  by  the  agency  of  the 
branch  bank  there,  is  enabled  to  draw  to  that 
point  most  of  the  revenue  received  at  the  nu- 
merous ports  in  that  quarter  of  the  Union.  The 
V  repeated  sanctions  this  bank  has  received  from 
the  different  Administrations,  and  especially 
from  Mr.  Jefferson  and  the  Republican  party, 
by  authorizing  the  extension  of  a  branch  to 
New  Orleans,  and  selling  one  million  of  the 
stock,  the  property  of  &e  United  States,  to 
British  subjects,  for  four  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars more  thsR  the  nominal  amount,  is  indeed 
strangely  accounted  for;  gentlemen  say  the 
Government  were  bound  to  fulfil  their  engage- 
ments, and  that  the  charter,  being  in  the  na- 
ture of  a  contract,  was  sacred.  I  had  thought 
the  fashionable  doctrine  was,  that  an  unconstitu- 
tional I2tw  was  wholly  null  and  void.  It  has  been 
held  by  some  of  the  States.  However  plausi- 
ble the  answer  to  the  argument  of  acquiescence, 
it  furnishes  no  apology  for  a  positive  confinna- 
tion.  Permit  me  to  assimilate  a  common  case 
between  individuals  to  the  case  before  us:  a  man 
in  AVaiihington  executes  a  joint  power  to  five 
trustees  in  Kentucky  to  collect  his  debts,  settle 
his  land  business,  ^a,  and  authorizes  them  to 
take  all  steps  necessary  and  proper  to  effectuate 
the  trust  or  power ;  in  the  progress  of  the  busi- 
ness a  measure  is  suggested  as  necessary,  about 
which  there  is  a  diversity  of  opinion  among  the 
trustees.  A  minority,  however,  decide  that  it 
is  within  their  authority ;  the  principal  is  in- 
formed of  it,  does  not  complain  or  disavow, 
but  positively  and  by  the  strongest  implication 
assents  to  the  construction  given  by  his  agents. 
In  such  a  case  there  would  be  but  one  opinion. 
In  1791  a  National  Bank  is  proposed  to  Congress ; 
th^  differ  as  to  the  constitutionality,  a  large 
minority  dedde  in  favor  of  it,  the  people  and 
the  States  are  informed  of  th^  measure,  the 
States  do  not  protest,  nor  do  the  people  com- 
plain ;  many  of  the  States  pass  laws  to  protect 
the  institution,  it  receives  the  confirmation  of 
three  or  four  different  Administrations,  and 
particularly  of  the  one  composed  of  men  origi- 
nally opposed  to  it ;  it  violates  no  positive  pro- 
vision of  the  constitution;  no  mischi^  have 
been  produced,  but  great  convenience  and  ad- 
vantage have  been  experienced  by  the  Govern- 
ment and  community.  I  ask  whether,  under 
such  circumstances,  the  question  ought  not  to 
be  considered  settled?  Is  no  respect  due  to 
tlie  opinions  of  our  predecessors  9  Is  aquestion 
of  construction  never  to  be  at  rest?  Why  is  a 
judge,  sworn  to  support  the  laws  and  constitu- 
tion of  the  country,  bound  by  a  train  of  deci- 
sions contrary  to  his  own  opinions?    Because 


the  ^ood,  the  peace,  the  tranquillity  of  Bocietj 
reqmre  it.  The  conduct  of  a  court,  as  well  as 
every  department  of  Qovernment,  most  be  reg- 
ulated in  its  course  in  some  measure  by  a  re- 
gard for  the  public  weal.  It  is  worthy  of  re- 
mark that,  notwithstanding  all  the  fiias  about 
implied  and  incidental  powers— if  you  except 
the  sedition  law,  which  was  supposed  to  vio- 
late a  positive  provision  of  the  constitatioiH- 
the  same  practical  construction  has  been  givea 
to  this  instrument  by  every  AdministntioQ  of 
the  Government.  Indeed,  the  sphere  of  na- 
tional legislation  has  been  more  enlai^  nnder 
Mr.  Jefferson^s  than  any  other  Adnuniatration. 
All  parties  have  found  that  the  national  y(»d 
,could  not  be  navigated  without  sails,  riggii% 
and  every  thing  necessary  and  proper.  Whence 
was  derived  a  power  to  pass  a  law  laying  aa 
embargo  without  limitation?  There  h  nothing 
in  tl^e  constitution  about  embargoes.  Whenoo 
did  we  derive  a  power  to  purchase  Lom&gni 
and  incorporate  it  with  the  good  old  United 
States  ?  There  is  no  express  delegation  of 
power  to  purchase  new  territory.  Ontheae 
subjects  the  constitution  is  silent  I  have  ap- 
proved both.  No  State  can  lay  an  embaigo, 
or  acquire  new  territory.  Our  power  to  per- 
form tnese  acts  results  from  the  nature  of  the 
national  sovereignty  created  by  this  oonstita- 
tion.  The  Republican  Administrations  ha?e  no 
pretensions  to  the  approbation  of  the  people  on 
the  ground  of  having  restruned  any  latitude  or 
liberality  of  construction.  Their  claim  to  the 
public  confidence  is  founded  on  very  different 
considerations.  They  have  repealed  the  internal 
taxes,  paid  a  large  part  of  the  public  debt,  por- 
chased  Louiaana,  and  preserved  to  the  nation 
the  blessings  of  peace.  For  these  acts,  they  have, 
I  believe,  the  thanks  of  the  nation.  They  have 
mine,  most  sincerely. 

Great  stress  is  placed  on  the  twelfUi  article 
of  the  amendments  to  Ihe  constitution,  which 
declares  the  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United 
States  by  the  constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it 
to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  respect 
ively,  or  to  the  people.  I  must  oonfea  that  I 
cannot  discover  what  influence  this  can  have  on 
the  bill  under  consideration,  or  any  other  meas- 
ure which  may  be  proposed.  It  appears  to  me 
to  have  been  adopted  rather  to  qoiet  State  jeal- 
ousies and  popular  fears  than  with  a  view  to 
produce  any  positive  effect,  for  the  inquiry  mnrt 
ever  be,  Is  the  power  given  ?  And  u  gr«^*®J 
it  is  not  retained.  The  supporters  of  this  bm 
do  not  pretend  to  usurp  any  power  retained  by 
the  States  or  the  people,  but  contend  that  the 
power  to  pass  the  bill  is  expressly  delegated,  if 
the  facts  assumed  are  true. 

It  is  not  pretended  that  our  fiscal  oonocms 
can  be  managed  with  gold  and  silver.  If  oor 
territory  was  of  no  greater  extent  than  Rhode 
IsUnd,  Delaware,  or  the  dty  of  Philadelphu^ 
gold  and  silver  would  answer  the  purposefloi 
the  Government,  but  it  would  require  a  nnmber 
of  pack  horses  and  wagons  to  tranaport  fte^pn^ 
lie  money  in  gold  and  silver,  over  this  i     '^"'^ 
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country,  to  the  different  places  where  it  is 
wanting.  Our  extensive  commerce,  and  the 
great  extent  of  this  empire,  renders  a  paper  me- 
dium necessary.  Is  the  power  to  create  this 
paper  medium,  or  national  currency,  an  attri- 
bute of  State  or  national  sovereignty  ?  I  put 
the  question  to  the  candor  of  gentlemen,  and 
solicit  a  serious  answer  I  The  argument  of  my 
honorahle  friend  from  Georgia  agmnst  the  power 
of  the  States  to  authorize  Uie  emission  of  hank 
paper,  founded  on  that  part  of  the  constitution 
which  declares  that  '^  No  State  shall  emit  hills 
of  credit,^  acquires  great  additional  force,  when 
these  bills  of  credit  are  made  to  assume  the 
character  of  money,  for  national  purposes.  In 
the  same  article  tlie  power  to  coin  money  is 
expressly  prohibited  to  the  States,  and  in  the 
catalogue  of  cardinal  powers  granted  to  this 
Government,  is  that  to  coin  money.  It  will, 
perhaps,  be  contended  that  this  only  apnlies  to 
gold  and  silver,  but  if  that  be  admitted  to  be 
the  literal  meaning  of  the  words,  still  it  is  evi- 
dent that  what  shall  be  the  national  currency, 
whether  specie  or  paper,  is  a  proper  subject  of 
national  legislation.  No  gentleman  will  be  so 
absurd  as  to  insist  that  any  Btate  or  States 
ought  to  coin  the  current  money  of  the  United 
States.  That  the  power  of  the  States  to  establish 
banks  may  be  questioned  with  at  least  great 
plaosihility,  is  perfectly  clear,  but  as  this  baling 
power  has  been  so  long  exercised,  as  the  Na- 
tional and  State  banks  have  conducted  their  ope- 
rations yery  harmoniously,  as  no  serious  evils 
call  for  national  interference,  I  am  not  for  dis- 
turbing the  existing  state  of  things ;  it  is  better, 
perhaps,  that  the  banking  power  should  be  di- 
vided between  the  States  and  the  United  States. 
That  bank  paper,  if  good,  is  in  fact  money,  al- 
though not  made  alegal  tender,  cannot  be  denied. 
The  currency  of  this  bank  paper  of  the  United 
States,  althongh  made  by  law  receivable  in 
payment  of  revenue,  rests  upon  a  much  better 
foundation  than  an  act  of  Congress.  Its  na- 
tional character,  the  extended  operations  of  thia 
bank  from  Boston  to  New  Orleans,  have  given 
it  credit  with  the  people  of  every  part  of  the 
empire,  more  than  the  bank  paper  of  any  par- 
ticdar  State  can  be  expected  to  have ;  so  mat, 
by  common  consent,  this  money  coined  by  the 
national  bank  has  become  the  current  money  of 
the  United  States.  I  hope  we  shall  never  be 
driven  to  the  necessity  of  compelling  our  citi- 
zens by  law  to  receive  our  paper.  We  should 
ao  guard  and  regulate  our  banking  operations 
as  to  make  the  national  paper  at  least  equal  to 
gold  and  fdlver^  in  every  quarter  of  ^e  Union. 

If  this  bank  is  removed,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  must  nationalize  the  bank  paper  of  the 
great  importing  States;  for,  I  presume,  Con- 
gress will  never  decide  what  State  paper  shall 
be  used  by  the  oflScers  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment Most  of  the  public  money  is  now  col- 
lected and  deposited  m  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States ;  if  that  is  destroyed,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  is  to  deposit  in  the  State  banks,  and 
with  him  is  the  power  of  selection — a  power 


and  patronage  greater  than  any  ever  exercised 
by  any  officer  in  this  nation.  The  deposits  of 
the  public  money  are  sought  after  with  great 
avidity,  by  all  the  State  institutions.  He  can 
deposit  the  whole  in  one,,  or  divide  it  between 
two,  or  three,  or  all  the  banks  in  any  one  place. 
He  can  change  them  at  pleasure.  He  may, 
with  great  apparent  fairness  and  propriety, 
make  it  a  condition  with  every  bank  where  de- 
posits are  made  that  they  shall  appoint  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  the  directors  of  his  nomination, 
and  through  them  he  can  reach  the  credit  of 
any  man  who  may  have  accommodations  in  it. 
It  is  true  we  have  now  a  man  at  the  head  of  the 
Treasury  who  may  not  be  disposed  to  abuse  this 
power,  but  we  may  not  always  have  such  an  offi- 
cer. This  immense  power  and  influence  may  be 
exercised  in  an  invisible  manner,  and,  of  course, 
without  responsibility.  Is  this  republican  ?  It 
was  not  a  few  years  ago.  I  have  always  under- 
stood that  one  of  the  strongest  and  most  popular 
objections  to  the  Federal  Administration  was 
their  disposition  to  increase  Executive  patronage. 
Although  this  subject  has  received  much  fsdae 
coloring  through  the  country,  by  charges  of 
British  influence,  &c.,  I  did  not  expect  to  hear 
it  fi'om  an  honorable  senator  of  the  United 
States — it  has  not  indeed  been  podtively  assert- 
ed, but  hinted  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  an 
impression  on  the  community.  Some  stale  cir- 
cumstances connected  with  tJie  British  treaty 
have  been  very  unnecessarily  lugged  in  to  in* 
ccease  the  prejudices  against  this  bill.  It  has 
been  insinuated,  that  British  influence,  operating 
through  this  institution,  has  prevented  the  Gov- 
ernment from  taking  strong  measures  against 
Great  Britain;  but  in  what  manner  this  has 
been  effected,  gentlemen  have  not  been  good 
enough  to  explain.  Did  it  prevent  Mr.  Jefferson 
from  taking  a  war  course  f  For  I  believe  it  is 
generally  understood  that  he  was  opposed  to  a 
war.  Has  it  operated  upon  the  present  Execu- 
tive ?  Such  a  suggestion  will  not  be  made.  I 
have,  during  my  service  here,  given  a  fair  and 
faithful  support  to  the  Administration,  and  I 
have  certainly  voted  for  stronger  measures  than 
they  were  willing  to  accept  It  is  due  to  the 
10th  and  11th  Congresses,  who  have  been  so 
much  abused,  to  state  that  their  course,  as  re- 
gards the  question  of  peace  or  war,  has  been  in 
perfect  unison  with  the  views  of  the  late  and 
prcFent  Presidents.  Let  it  not  be  inferred  that 
I  am  disposed  to  flnd  fault;  I  believe  when  we 
consider  the  verv  extraordinary  state  of  the 
foreign  world,  and  retrospect  the.  embarrassing 
circumstances  which  have  surrounded  us,  the 
course  pursued  by  them  ought  to  be  deemed 
substantially  correct^  certainly  so  as  respects 
their  leading  object,  which  has  been  to  avoid 
making  this  country  a  party  in  the  present  war. 
If  I  was  disposed  to  censure,  it  would  be  for  not 
making  an  effort  to  chastise  some  of  the  British 
armed  vessels  which  lay  in  our  waters  after  the 
affair  of  the  Chesapeake,  in  open  contempt  of 
the  President'e  proclamation ;  if  a  single  vessel 
had  been  driven  out  or  compelled  to  strike  her 
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colors,  it  would  have  healed  the  wound  inflicted 
on  the  national  pride  and  feeling,  committed  bj 
the  Leopard. 

That  this  Government  should  have  an  influ- 
ence with  foreign  Governments  jproportioned  to 
the  interest  their  subjects  have  in  our  funds,  is 
probable,  but  how  this  interest  gives  them  an 
influence  here  I  am  at  a  loss  to  perceive :  for- 
eigners cannot  even  vote  in  the  appointment 
of  directors.  K  there  is  any  reality  in  this  idea 
of  foreign  influence  through  this  institution, 
why  did  gentlemen  permit  the  present  stock- 
holders to  be  incorporated  into  the  bill  introduc- 
ed last  year?  And  why  was  not  a  provision  in- 
serted to  prevent  foreigners  from  purchasing 
additional  stock  ? 

Gentlemen  say  the  embarrassments  in  Phila- 
delpbia  could  not  have  been  occasioned  by  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  because  they  con- 
tinue to  discount  as  usual.  If  I  recollect  the  evi- 
dence— and  I  hope  to  be  corrected  if  I  mistake 
it — it  was  this :  that  the  calling  in  of  ten  per 
cent,  on  their  debts  occasioned  such  a  pressure, 
that  they  were  prevailed  upon  to  extend  their 
discounts  until  the  ultimate  decision  of  Congress 
should  be  known.  I  have  heard  it  seriously 
urged  ihkt  the  evils  and  inconveniences  to  be 
experienced  from  its  dissolution,  prove  it  to  be 
a  dangerous  institution;  the  same  argnment 
would  prove  that  the  Government  ought  to  be 
destroyed.  Nothing,  indeed,  seems  too  absurd 
for  the  human  mind  to  seize  upon,  when  under 
^e  influence  of  passion  or  misguided  zeal. 

My  honorable  friend  from  Georgia  has  been 
reminded  of  the  Macedonian  phalanx.  I  trust, 
ur,  we  shall  ever  be  found  associated  with  a 
phalanx  American,  Republican,  in  heart  and 
sentiment.  I  will  not  sacrifice  the  interest  of 
my  constituents  for  fear  of  being  called  hard 
names.  The  epithets  of  quidism,  quadroonism, 
or  any  other  ism  which  malice  or  policy  may 
suggest,  shaJl  not  drive  me  from  the  course  call- 
ed for  by  the  public  good.  I  am  proud  that  I 
represent  a  people  just,  generous,  and  inde- 
pendent, not  to  be  carried  away  by  unmeaning 
clamor.  Before  they  discard  a  nubile  servant, 
they  will  view  him  both  on  a  political  theatre, 
and  in  the  walks  of  private  life.  They  know, 
too  well,  that  those  are  not  always  uxe  best 
Ohristians  who  sing  halleligahs  on  the  house  top, 
nor  have  they  forgotten  the  celebrated  Sem- 
proniua,  who,  on  the  approach  of  Offisar,thunder- 
ed  war  in  the  Boman  Senate,  and  at  the  same 
time  was  secretly  co-operating  with  the  traitor 
to  overthrow  the  liberties  of  the  Roman  people. 

Deeply  impressed,  Mr.  President,  with  the 
opinion,  that  the  rejection  of  this  bill  will  give 
at  least  a  temporary  check  to  the  prosperity  of 
the  rising  State  from  which  I  come,  I  shall  give 
my  negative  to  the  motion  to  strike  ont  the  first 
section.  Yes,  sir,  not  only  the  interest,  but 
importance  of  that  State  in  the  Union  is  about 
to  be  sacrificed.  When  I  look  beyond  the 
mountains,  and  remember  that  Kentucky  has 
nurtured  me  almost  from  my  cradle,  that  she 
Las  bestowed  on  me  her  choicest  honors,  my 


bosom  is  filled  with  emotions  of  gratitude,  which 
impel  me  to  say  on  this,  as  on  all  other  occar 
sions,  Kentucky  I  am  only  thine  I 

Satitbdat,  February  16. 
Bamk  of  the  United  StaU$. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  amend  and  continue  in  force 
an  act,  entitied  *^  An  act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  pass- 
ed on  the  25th  day  of  April,  1791 ;"  the  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  tiie  first  section  being  under 
consideration. 

Mr.  6mith  of  Maryland  said,  that  in  seconding 
the  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the 
bill,  he  had  pursued  a  course  which^  in  his  opin- 
ion, was  the  most  correct.  When  I  first  took  a 
seat  in  Oongress  (said  he)  the  coarse  of  jprooeed- 
ing  was  to  nx  the  principle  by  resolntion,  and, 
that  once  fixed,  to  send  it  to  a  committee  to  re- 
port a  bill.  By  a  motion  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  the  principle  will  be  tried,  and  the  Sen- 
ate, if  the  motion  fails,  will  go  into  a  discnssioQ 
of  the  provisions  of  the  bilL  Thia  I  oonoeive 
a  better  course,  than  for  the  Senate  to  go  into 
discussion  of  the  details  of  a  subject  which 
would  probably  be  ultimately  rejected  on  the 
general  ground  of  principle. 

The  gentieman  who  introduced  this  su^ect 
spoke  with  great  animation  and  with  great  feel- 
ing against  the  press  or  presses  which  have  nn- 
dertSen  to  g^ve  their  opinions  npon  Uiia  great 
and  important  question.  He  spoke  with  much 
warmth,  and  said  that  whoever  knew  him 
would  not  believe  that  he  would  permit  himself 
to  be  driven  out  of  his  opinion  by  any  man  or 
set  of  men.  There  is  no  man,  sir,  the  least 
acquainted  with  the  gentleman  fh>m  Georgia 
(Mr.  Crawford)  but  will  believe  his  dedara- 
tion.  But  another  result  may  be  apprehended, 
that  those  who  feel  so  great  an  onenoe  at  the 
freedom  the  press  has  taken,  may  be  driven  into 
the  opposite  course  by  the  irritation  of  their 
feelings.  Certainly  those  feelings  must  have 
been  extremely  strong  with  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Fops)  to  have  induced  him  to 
terminate  his  speech  with  an  oration  hostile  to 
the  OTess.  Are  the  gentiemen  ftom  <leoigia 
and  JBLentncky  tiie  only  Senators  who  have  had 
their  feelinm  wounded  by  the  conduct  of  the 
press  uponti^  subject  ?  Sir,  if  the  gentleman's 
opinions  and  sentiments  have  been  oenaored  by 
one  description  of  presses,  he  ma^  find  oonsola- 
tion  in  having  been  greatly  eulogized  in  others. 
For  more  than  a  year  those  on  the  same  side  of 
this  question  with  myself  have  had  their  opinions 
tortured  into  every  shape  to  destroy  tbem  in 
the  estimation  of  the  people,  not  only  in  this 
session  but  during  the  last  Sir,  there  are  some 
presses  in  the  Union  which  could  not  exist) 
whose  papers  would  not  be  read,  but  for  the 
discussion  of  individual  character.  Is  any  ad- 
vantage to  be  derived  from  complaining  of  this  f 
It  results  from  the  nature  and  temper  of  our 
Government,  and  the  best  way  I  nave  ever 
found  to  treat  it  is  with  dlent  oontempt.    He 
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who  does  otherwise  engages  in  the  contest  at  a 
great  disadvantage,  and  will  seldom  come  ont 
the  Tictor.  In  the  same  presses  of  which  those 
gentlemen  complain,  I  have  seen  them  hoth  eulo- 
gized, and  properly,  for  their  conduct  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  embargo  and  West  Florida  questions. 
If  the  press  be  an  evil  in  this  respect,  we  must 
submit  to  it;  those  gentlemen  who  take  a  high 
and  prominent  stand  must  expect  to  be  notlc^. 
Sometimes  gentlemen  wiU  be  put  down  by  the 
press,  but  their  conduct  being  correct  will  more 
frequently  be  written  up  by  its  abuse. 

It  has  been  objected  tiiat  this  question  is  dis- 
cussed OQ  the  ground  of  party;  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,  as  I  understood  him,  said, 
that  this  had  been  made  a  party  question  else- 
where, and  might  be  so  here.    pir.  Cbawfobd 
said  he  had  mentioned  no  place,  but  had  said 
that  this  mieht  be  made  a  party  question.]    I 
understood  the  gentleman  to  say,  said  Mr.  8., 
that  this  may  again  be  made  a  party  question. 
But  for  this  observation  of  the  gentleman  the 
subject  of  party  would  probably  not  have  been 
introduced  at  all ;  and  we  mu^t  indeed  shut  our 
eyes  or  we  cannot  avoid  seeing  that  this  is 
made  a  party  question,  at  least  on  one  side. 
Bo  you  see  one  gentleman,  one  solitary  gentle- 
man of  one  party,  discriminated  generally  as  a 
Federal,  who  does  not  vote  for  this  measure 
throughout?    Do  you  see  one  public  body  in 
Philadelphia  or  New  York  which  has  a  majority 
of  Federal  directors  or  agents,  which  has  not 
come  before  you  with  memorials  drawn  up 
with  the  ingenuity  of  lawyers,  to  impose  on 
your  judgments!    Have  not  the  same  party 
prepared  memorials  and  got  the  subscription  of 
ev^  one  of  their  caste,  bringing  forward  nearly 
the  same  number  of  petitioners  as  they  have  of 
Federal  voters  ?    Have  they  not  done  so  in  B^- 
timore  ?    Of  that  dty  I  would  say  as  little  as 
may  be,  for  being  a  manufacturing  as  weU  as  a 
oommerdal  city,  it  has  stirred  up  an  animosity 
in  some  gentlemen  against  it  not  easily  accounted 
for.    In  Baltimore,  on  a  warmly-contested  elec- 
tion, the  Federal  par^  mustered  eight  hundred 
and  fourteen  vot^  all  they  could  parade  with 
their  every  exertion.    To  the  petition  for  tibe 
renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  bank,  there  are 
eight  hundred  and  forty  odd  signatures  I    They 
have  gained  some  few  since  the  latest  contest. 
Is  this  coincidence  of  members,  tbis  exclusively 
Federal  petitioning,  no  mark  of  party?    They 
have  also  got  one  public  body  in  Baltimore  to 
memorialize  in  favor  of  the  bank ;  the  rest  were 
not  to  be  intimidated  bythe  threats  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.    What,  sir,  have  the  other 
party  done  ?     Have  they  disturbed  the  quiet 
of  either  House  ?    Have  they  brought  forward 
the  mass  of  their  voters  as  signers  to  petitions  ? 
No,  air,  they  have  trusted  the  subject  to  their 
Representatives,  confiding  in  their  disposition 
and  ability  to  speak  their  sentiments.   The  rep- 
resentation of  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Balti- 
more, Norfolk,  and  Charleston,  in  the  other 
House,  have  opposed  the  renewal  of  the  char- 
ier.   Every  dty  high  in  estimation  as  a  com- 


mercial city  is  opposed  to  the  renewal  of  the 
charter,  except  Boston.  This  speaks  with  a 
strong  voice  what  are  the  feelings  of  the  people ; 
stronger  evidence  cannot  be  presented  to  the 
human  mind.  Far  be  it  from  me,  sir,  to  en- 
deavor to  work  up  the  feelings  of  party  spirit 
on  this  occasion ;  but  the  thing  itself  was  one 
of  the  first  causes  which  created  the  present 
parties,  and  separated  man  from  man  and 
brother  from  brother.  This  measure  was  origi- 
nally brought  forward  and  adopted  when  uie 
representation  in  Congress  was  not  bottomed 
en  an  actual  supposed  census  of  the  United 
States.  Sixty-five  members  composed  Congress 
then,  which  was  a  representation  taken  by  acci- 
dent. If  a  proportionate  representation  had 
been  given  to  the  States  according  to  their 
population,  the  law  probably  would  not  have 
passed.  The  States  of  North  Carolina  and 
South  Carolina  had  each  five  Representatives, 
being  thus  placed  on  an  exact  equality.  Now, 
North  Carolina  has  twelve,  South  Carolina  only 
eight.  What  was  the  vote  then  ?  Out  of  sixty- 
five  members  thirty-nine  voted  for  the  bill.  It 
was  not,  as  my  friend  from  Kentucky  said,  a 
subject  fully  discussed,  or  carried  by  a  tremen- 
dous minority. 

The  bank  having  been  formed,  it  may  not  be 
improper  for  me  to  take  some  view  of  its  begin- 
ning and  its  operation.     At  first  its  operations 
were  confined  to  Philadelphia;  it  extended  its 
branches  sometime  afterwards  to  Boston,  New 
Tork,  Baltimore  and  Charleston.    Wherever  it 
extended  its  influence,  dissension  commenced; 
wherever  it  placed  its   foot   it   became   ab- 
solutely necessary  for  the  States  to  erect  an- 
other bank  to  counterbalance  its  pecuniary  and 
political  influence.    In  Philadelphia  it  began  to 
oppose  certain  people  and  turn  down  their  pa- 
per.    The  State  of  Peirosylvania,  in  defence 
of  its  own  citizens,  created  the  Bank  of  Penn- 
sylvania.   Here  was  a  check  upon  its  pecuniary 
and  political  operations.     I  believe  I  am  not 
mistaken  when  I  say  that  soon  after  it  com- 
menced in  Boston  a  new  bank  was  established 
there,  from  what  cause  I  know  not.     In  Balti- 
more, sir,  it  soon  taught  us  a  lesson,  and  we  met 
the  lesson  as  other  States  had  done.  Charleston  - 
and  New  York  acted  in  a  similar  way.    Operat- 
ing as  the  bank  did  on  the  poUtics  of  the  coun- 
try before  its  eflTects  were  neutralized  by  com- 
petition, man  being  man,  place  him  where  yon 
will,  those  concerned  in  the  direction  of  the 
bank  felt  power  and  exercised  It.    l^en  the 
British  treaty  was  pending  before  Congress,  the 
president  and  directors  (as  I  am  informed)  them- 
selves carried  about  a  memorial  to  Congress  in  its 
favor,  with  what  view  and  with  what  effect  may 
easily  be  conceived.  In  Baltimore  (until  we  were 
able  to  check  them  by  other  banks)  its  political 
influence  was  great.     Prior  to  the  great  strug- 
gle between  the  parties,  in  1798,  they  did  per- 
mit one  democrat  to  be  within  the  walls  of  the 
sanctuary  (as  a  director),  a  gentleman  of  as 
much  respectability  and  independence  of  char- 
acter, as  any  one  of  the  direction.    He  was, 
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however,  (immediately  after  daring  to  give  his 
vote  in  favor  of  a  democratic  candidate,)  pnt 
oat,  and  since  that  time  no  man  of  democratic 
principles  has  been  permitted  to  enter  its  walls 
as  a  director.  Men  must  shnt  their  eyes  to  the 
fact  of  thifl  being  a  party  institution,  when  they 
see  that  no  democrat  has  been  admitted  to  the 
direction  of  the  bank  bat  in  this  city  and  New 
York,  where  the  collector  was  admitted  a  direc- 
tor for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  public 
money  at  the  instance  (it  is  said)  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury.  Can  we  shut  our  eyes  so 
as  not  to  see  that  men  hostile  to  the  democratic 
party,  and  of  course  to  the  success  of  ^e  ad- 
ministration of  the  Government,  are  not  the 
most  proper  persons  to  hi^ve  charge  of  its  pe- 
cuniary concerns  ?  I  would  have  been  very  un- 
willing to  have  gone  into  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject ;  but  when  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
scarcely  able  to  restrain  his  rage,  cried  out, 
party  I  party  I  I  was  bound  to  show  that  it  was 
not  those  with  whom  I  act  who  had  any  agency 
in  pressing  the  subject  of  party  into  the  present 
discussion. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  reprobates 
the  system  of  petty  mischievous  intrigue  for  the 
Durpose  of  carrying  measures  through  Congress. 
Ko  man,  sir,  despises  or  contemns  'such  conduct 
more  than  I  do.  But  on  whose  side  has  this 
intrigue  been  ?  It  is  necessary  to  put  the  sad- 
dle on  the  proper  horse.  Have  we  gone  to  in- 
surance companies  or  corporations  of  one  kind 
or  another?  Have  we  iutri^ed  with  the  peo- 
ple to  induce  them  to  take  sides  with  us?  No, 
sir,  we  have  been  tranquil ;  we  wanted  no  aid 
of  that  kind.  Have  we  sent  persons  here  to  in- 
trigue with  members,  or  a  deputy  to  remain 
here  the  whole  of  the  last  and  present  session,  to 
explain  to  Congress  the  e£Eect  of  putting  down 
the  bank,  and  threaten  them  with  destruction 
and  ruin  to  the  United  States  if  they  passed  the 
measure?  No,  sir,  we  have  had  no  one  here. 
Have  we  stirred  up  the  people  into  town  meet- 
ings to  aid  us  by  memorials?  No  such  thing, 
sir.  Have  we  called  meetings  and  induced 
honest  mechanics  to  come  here  to  influence 
Congress  by  idle  fears,  impressed  upon  them  by 
those  who  are  interested,  to  tell  a  tale  that  shall 
answer  our  purposes?  No,  sir,  we  have  pursued 
no  such  course. 

Respectable  merchants,  I  observe,  form  a  part 
of  the  bank  deputies— for  what?  To  represent 
the  late  fall  of  the  price  of  flour  as  a  conse- 
quence of  the  danger  of  the  bank  charter  not 
being  renewed,  and  thereby  to  alarm  the  minds 
of  members.  I  am  sorry  that  men  of  such  re- 
spectable character  did  permit  themselves  to 
come  here  on  such  an  errand.  I  think  I  have 
seen  in  the  papers,  that  one  of  the  manufactur- 
ers (now  here)  on  being  asked  to  sign  a  petition 
for  the  renewal  of  the  charter  for  twenty  years, 
said  he  would  rather  out  off  his  right  hand  than 
sign  it ;  he  wished  only  a  renewal  for  a  short 
time  to  give  the  bank  an  opportunity  to  wind 
up  its  affairs.  If  this  statement  be  true,  and  of 
its  truth  I  have  no  cause  to  doubt,  it  shows  the 


depth  of  that  intrigue  which  sent  this  gentle- 
man here,  through  the  instrnmentality  of  his 
excellent  character,  to  get  a  renewal  of  the 
charter  for  a  period  which  he  never  contem- 
plated. These  are  intrigues  for  which  men 
ought  to  blush,  and  from  which,  I  thank  God, 
we  are  exempt.  At  the  time  these  d^uties  ar- 
rived, there  were  three  mechanics  of  Baltimore 
here,  of  character  inferior  to  none,  and  of 
wealth  inferior  to  few  in  Philadelphia,  and  who 
would  have  given  a  different  view  of  the  rab- 
ject,  if  they  had  been  asked  to  appear  before 
the  committee.  I  thought  it  nnnecessary— I 
wanted  no  assistance  of  that  kind — no  species 
of  intrigue.  They  did,  however,  declare,  sr, 
that  granting  this  charter  would  be  a  death-blow 
to  the  politics  of  the  State  of  Maryland.  They 
did  believe  the  renewal  would  be  iigarioas  to 
them,  for  neither  they  nor  many  of  the  manu- 
facturers of  Baltimore  had  received  much  ad- 
vantage from  the  branch  bank ;  they  had  their 
own  banks  from  which  they  generally  receiTed 
accommodation.  Another  species  of  intrigue  b 
carried  on,  to  wit,  by  pamphleteering.  The 
press  is  groaning  with  pamphlets — ^for  wfa&tl 
To  teach  the  minds  of  members  on  this  ques- 
tion, the  necessity  of  renewal  andprobabili^  <^ 
destruction  to  the  nation,  if  tJieir  demands  are 
not  complied  with.  Our  tables  are  oovered 
with  pamphlets  of  that  tendency.  Has  there 
been  any  thing  of  the  kind  on  cor  part  ? 

There  is  scarcely  an  evil  which  lua  not  been 
attributed  to  the  embargo,  and  which  is  not 
now,  with  as  little  justice,  attributed  to  the 
expected  non-renewal  of  the  rank  charter.  Great 
failures  have  lately  taken  place  at  New  York ; 
bills  of  exchange  on  London,  to  a  large  amount, 
have  returned  protested,  and  the  drawers  are 
not  able  to  pay  the  holders,  and  to  the  present 
critical  situation  of  the  bank  some  gentlemen 
attribute  the  distress  brought  upon  those  who 
have  suffered  by  these  fmures  and  protestSw 
But,  Mr.  President,  what  is  the  real  cause  of 
those  f&ilures  ?  They  are  confined  principally 
to  New  York,  and  may  be  attributed  to  the  fol- 
lowing causes :  It  is  natural  for  men  bom  in 
Great  Britain  to  entertain  predilections  fitvora- 
ble  to  a  conunerce  with  that  coantrr,  thdr 
connections,  as  well  commercial  as  of  family, 
are  there ;  their  credit  is  there ;  and,  from  those 
causes,  the  house  which  has  failed,  and  carried 
so  many  others  with  it  in  its  fall,  has  probably 
directed  the  principal  part  of  its  oommeroe  to 
England ;  they  have,  no  doubt,  shipped  cotton 
and  tobacco,  the  trade  in  wnich  oeing  in  a 
great  measure  confined  to  Great  Brit^s^  the 
natural  consequence  has  been,  that  the  markets 
of  England  were  completely  glutted ;  tobacco, 
except  the  very  fine  Virginia,  scarcely  paid  the 
charges  of  flight  and  commisnon.  and  the  loes 
on  cotton  must-have  been  nearly  fifty  per  cent. 
The  consignees,  under  those  circumatances,  re- 
fused to  pay  the  bills  drawn  upon  shipments  of 
those  articles.  The  bills  returned  protected, 
and  ruin  to  the  American  shipper  has  been 
the  consequence.    At  any  other  time  the  £ng^ 
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liflh  merchants  would  have  accepted  the  hills, 
and  held  the  cargoes  for  a  better  market ;  hut, 
at  that  time,  ruin  stared  every  man  in  the  &ce. 
No  man  in  London  knew  who  to  trust,  and  very 
few  would  enter  into  engagements  which  they 
saw  any  difficulty  in  meeting.  No  censure 
ought  to  he  attached  to  the  American  shipper, 
for,  by  the  usage  of  trade  between  the  United 
States  and  Europe,  the  American  merchant  is 
efttitled  to  draw  for  two-thirds  the  amount  of 
his  cai^  on  transmitting  invoices  and  hills  of 
lading  with  orders  for  insurance.  Other  causes 
have  existed  to  cause  the  present  distress  in 
New  York  and  elsewhere,  to  wit,  the  seizure, 
detention  and  confiscation  of  property  in  Den- 
mark, Prussia,  and  France,  of  ships  and  cargoes 
to  the  amount  of  many  millions  on  the  proceeds 
of  which  cargoes  merchants  calculated  to  meet 
their  engagements  at  home,  and  to  meet  their 
hills  drawn  on  London.  For,  sir,  the  merchants 
who  make  large  shipments  to  the  continent, 
order  the  greatest  proportion  of  their  proceeds 
to  be  remitted  from  thence  to  London,  and,  on 
the  expectation  thereof^  draw  biUs  on  their 
friends  there.  Disappointment  has  been  the 
consequence  of  such  seizures  and  losses ;  pro- 
tests of  such  bills  and  ruin  has  followed.  But, 
Mr.  President,  we  might  with  as  much  propriety 
attribute  the  late  great  failures  in  England  and 
on  the  continent  to  the  expected  non-renewal 
of  the  bank  charter,  as  those  which  have  hap- 
pened in  New  York,  or  the  present  distress  of 
the  merchants  of  the  Unitea  States.  The  re- 
toms  of  the  bills  protested,  to  so  large  an 
amount,  of  course  destroyed  the  merchant's 
credit  at  bank ;  he  failed,  and,  by  his  fall,  has 
caused  the  ruin  of  others.  When  a  great  house 
fails,  it  is  like  a  game  of  nine  pins ;  knock  one 
down  and  it  will  probably  carry  with  it  four  or 
five  others. 

We  have  been  told,  Mr.  President,  in  case  the 
charter  should  not  be  renewed,  that  we  shall 
find  in  future  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  loans. 
What  loans,  I  ask,  have  Government  ever  re- 
ceived from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  ?  I 
recollect,  when  I  first  entered  Oongress,  that 
Government  were  indebted  for  loans  made  from 
the  bank,  but  I  also  recollect  Ihat  the  bank 
complained  of  her  loans  as  an  inconvenience, 
and  that  Congress  took  the  earliest  measure  in 
their  power  to  pay  them  ofi^  and  have,  since 
that  period,  made  no  new  loan  from  the  bank 
until  that  made  payable  the  first  of  January 
last.  I  will  not  inquu*e  whether  even  that  loan 
lias  necessary,  but  I  will  venture  to  promise, 
sir,  and  will  give  any  security  that  may  be  re- 
quired, that  the  State  banks  will  give  a  similar 
acoonnnodation,  to  wit:  K  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  will  deposit  with  tbe  State  banks 
two  millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  of 
the  public  money,  (the  amount  of  the  late  loan,) 
they  will  lend  Government  to  the  same  amount^ 
and  thus  do  as  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
has  done,  Und  you  yonr  ovm  money ^  and  very 
kindly  receive  from  you  an  interest  of  six  per 
cent,  therefor.    We  are  told  that  the  bwok  has 


lately  lessened  the  discounts  of  individuals  ten 
per  cent^  and  that  the  merchants  are  thereby 
greatly  distressed.  Is  that  a  fact?  If  it  is,  and 
great  distress  has  ensued  therefrom,  what  will 
be  the  distress  of  the  merchants  if  the  bill  now 
before-  you  shall  pass;  and  if,  agreeably  to  its 
provisions,  Oongress  should  (at  any  time  here- 
after) call  on  the  bank  for  the  loan  of  four  mil- 
lions promised  by  the  bill  ?  If,  sir,  a  lessen- 
ing of  their  discounts  one-tenth  per  cent,  creates 
distress,  what  wiU  be  the  consequence,  when, 
by  a  loan  of  four  millions,  c^led  for  from  the 
bank,  the  bank  shall  be  compelled  to  l^en  the 
discounts  four-tenths? 

But,  sir,  the  promise  to  lend  four  millions 
from  a  bank  of  ten  millions  is  idle ;  it  is  worse, 
it  is  deception  on  the  face  of  it.  The  loan,  if 
made,  would  not  be  from  the  bank  but  from  the 
merchants,  whose  discounts  would  thereby  be 
lessened,  acnd*  whose  ruin  would  follow. 

We  are  told  that,  if  the  charter  of  liiis  bank 
be  not  renewed,  and  the  funds  of  the  United 
States  be  deposited  in  the  State  banks,  it  will 
be  extremely  unsafe,  because  it  is  said  we  can 
have  no  control  over  them.  And,  I  wish  to 
know,  sir,  what  control  we  have  over  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  ?  None,  but  the  same  as 
we  may  have  over  the  State  banks.  We  can- 
not check  the  operations  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  if  they  obtain  this  charter, 
they  will  know  that  they  can  have  their  charter 
renewed  whenever  they  please;  so  that,  the 
fear  of  a  non-renewal  of  their  charter  will  have 
no  operation  on  them  in  future.  You  will  have 
a  much  greater  control  over  the  State  banks, 
because  you  are  under  no  obligation  to  put 
money  in  them,  and  you  can  change  them 
whenever  you  think  proper;  the  dfmger  of 
losing  the  public  deposits  will  always  be  a 
sufficient  control  over  their  conduct.  The 
security  of  the  State  banks  is  doubted,  however ; 
and  we  are  told,  very  gravely,  indeed,  that  there 
is  much  more  security  in  the  mother  bank,  and 
her  nine  children,  than  in  ten  independent 
banks.  This  I  must  deny.  I  should,  as  a  mer- 
chant, place  more  confidence  in  ten  independent' 
houses  than  in  one  with  nine  branches. 


MoimAT,  February  18. 
Btrnk  qf  the  United  States. 
Mr.  Brent  said  he  had  not  the  vanity  to  be- 
lieve, after  the  subject  had  been  so  fully  dis- 
cussed, that  he  should  be  able  to  shed  any  new 
Ught  on  it ;  but  having  been  instructed,  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  which  he  had  the  honor 
to  represent,  to  vote  on  constitutional  principles 
against  the  bill  under  consideration,  and  as  he 
was  reduced  to  the  painftd  necessity  of  going 
counter  to  those  instructions,  it  seemed  to  him 
to  be  indispensably  necessary  that  he  should 
submit  to  the  Senate  the  grounds  on  which  he 
acted.  It  is  (said  he)  a  most  painful  situation 
in  which  I  stand  in  relation  to  the  Legislature 
of  Virginia,  in  being  compelled  to  Vote  in  oppo- 
sition to«  their  will,  more  especially  as  it  is  a 
prevalent  opinion  with  many  whose  opinions 
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are  entitled  to  great  respect,  that  instraotioDfl 
are  obligatory  on  a  Senator.  This  question  is 
one  which  has  never  been  settled,  or  even  folly 
deliberated  on.  Instmotions,  when  heretofore 
given  to  Senators,  have  generally  been  in  ao- 
oordance  with  the  sentiments  of  the  Senators, 
and  only  given  to  add  the  greater  weight  to 
their  opinions.  If  called  npon  definitely  to  pro- 
nounce with  regard  to  instructions  on  questions 
of  expediency,  1  might  be  under  some  difficulty 
as  to  what  course  to  pursue ;  because,  although 
there  is  no  clause  in  the  constitution  to  that 
effect,  I  am  under  a  strong  impression  that, 
according  to  the  principles  of  our  Government^ 
there  is  much  reason  to  believe  that  the  respec- 
tive State  Legislatures  should  have  such  a  right ; 
but  on  a  constitutional  question  (whatever  may 
be  the  right  of  the  State  Legislatures  in  otiber 
instances)  the  right  of  instruction  may  be  de- 
nied, in  my  judgment— that  is,  so  fdr  as  to  be 
imperative  on  the  Senator.  To  give  a  vote  in 
such  a  manner  as  in  his  estimation  to  inflict  a 
vital  wound  on  the  constitution,  is  more  than 
the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  or  any  other  State 
Legislature  in  the  Union,  can  compel  me  or  any 
other  Senator  in  the  United  States  to  do.  The 
resolution  of  Virginia  is  bottomed,  not  on  the 
ground  of  ex]jediency,  but  on  the  principle  that 
the  constitution  prohibited  Congress  from  grant- 
ing the  bank  charter  in  the  first  instance;  that 
it  now  prohibited  it,  and  therefore,  because  it 
was  unconstitutional,  the  Legislature  have  in- 
structed their  Senators  in  Oongress  to  oppose 
it.  Kow,  sir,  although  I  shall  not  immediately 
and  directly  violate  the  constitution  by  voting 
against  the  banlc^  yet,  if  I  vote  against  it  when 
I  believe  it  constitutional  and  necessafy,  it  must 
be  known  that  I  vote  in  conformity  to  the  in- 
structions of  the  Virginia  Legislature ;  and  so 
fieir  as  my  vote  goes,  it  will  warrant  and  sanc- 
tion that  interpretation  of  the  constitution 
which  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  has  nven — 
which  interpretation,  in  conscience,  I  believe. to 
be  erroneous.  Therefore,  though  in  ordinary 
oases  the  instructions  of  a  Legislature  may  bie 
imperative,  (I  will  not  determine  that  question,) 
I  conclude  that  they  cannot  be  so  when  t^ey 
require  of  a  Senator  to  commit  either  a  posi- 
tive or  implied  breach  of  the  constitution,  or  to 
vote  in  such  a  manner  as  to  warrant  such  inter- 
pretation of  the  constitution  as  wUl  deprive  it 
of  an  essential  attribute  Virginia  has  the 
physical  force,  but  has  she  a  moral  right  to 
violate  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States! 
If  she  has  it  not,  can  she  give  it  to  her  Legislar 
ture?  K  her  Legislature  possess  it  not,  can 
they  give  it  to  a  Senator  ?  Can  the  Legislature 
give  me  a  moral  right  to  violate  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  which  I  have  sworn  to 
support?  I  believe  not,  sir;  and  that^  in  the 
ntuation  in  which  I  stand,  their  instructions 
ought  to  have  no  operation  on  the  vote  I  am  to 
give  on  the  subject  under  consideration. 

The  first  question,  whether  the  Gfeneral  Gov- 
ernment, when  it  first  came  into  operation,  did 
not  possess  the  power  of  creating  a  National 


Bank,  is  the  primary  object  of  investigation.    In 
objection  to  this  it  has  been  said,  that  to  carry 
into  effect  an  enumerated  power  is  one  thing, 
and  the  right  to  incorporate  ar  bank  is  a  distinct 
power.    Those  who  take  this  ground  sa^  that 
Uie  creation  of  a  National  Bank  is  an  original, 
independent,  and  substantive  power.     It  is  not 
sufficient,  say  they,  to  show  that  it  is  a  con- 
venient instrument  to  carry  into  effect  an  enu- 
merated power,  because  it  is  an  independent 
authority  of  itself,  and  the  genius  of  our  Gov- 
ernment prohibits  the  derivation  of  any  powers 
by  implication  with  scrupulous  limitation.    It 
is  true,  sir.  that  our  Government,   being  an 
emanation  rrom  the  existing  State  govemmenta, 
the  rational  construction  is,  that  all  power  not 
given  away  is  retained  to  them  or  to  tilie  people. 
If  that  construction  does  not  result,  then  a  posi- 
tive amendment,  which  has  been  made  to  the 
constitution,  has  infused  l^is  principle  into  it 
I  therefore  admit  in  its  fullest  latitude  the  con- 
struction that  aU  powers  not  given  away  are 
stiU  retained ;  yet  I  still  contend  that  even  in 
a  Government  like  ours,  there  are  some  resultr 
ing  powers.    Or  by  what  right  do  we  create  a 
military  school?    We  have  a  right  to  raise 
armies;  but  we  can  have  an  army  without  a 
military  school.  Yet  it  is  constitutional  to  create 
such  an  institution,  because  every  given  power 
implies   rights   inferior    appertaining    to    the 
powers  granted.    We  lay  an  embarg0H-4s  there 
any  clause  in  the  constitution  authoriziiig  us  to 
lay  embargoes?    No,  sir;  we  have  a  right  to 
regulate  trade,  and  we  have  a  right  to  lay  em- 
biffgoes  to  protect  it.    We  have  a  risht  to  pro- 
vide for  arming  and  disciplining  the  militia. 
Under  this  authority  we  build  armories.  Is  there 
any  provision  in  the  constitution  directing  it? 
We  nave  erected  forges  and  even  purchased  ore 
banks.    These  are  inferior  powers,  necessarily 
resulting  from  the  greater  powers  granted.     But 
here  gentlemen  find  the  great  difficulty.    The 
creation  of  a  corporation,  say  they,  is  an  act 
of  sovereignty ;  it  cannot  be  used  as  a  mean, 
because  it  is  a  sovereign  act.    Why,  ^.  Pres- 
ident, every  law  passed  is  quoad  hoe  a  sover- 
eign   act      A  law  incorporating  a  military 
school  is  as  much  an  act  of  sovereignty,  as  to  the 
particular  subject  to  which  it  relates,  as  an  act 
incorporating,  a  bank.    We  create  a  military 
school— for  what  purpose  ?    Because  the  sover- 
eign authority  has  power  to  establi^  an  army, 
and  the  power  to  create  a  military  school  is  in- 
separably connected  with  and  necessarily  apper- 
tains to  it    We  establish  a  navy — ^we    also 
establish  a  marine  corps.    There  is  no  danse  in 
the  constitution  giving  that  power,  but  we  take 
it  as  inseparable  from  the  power  to  create  a 
navy,  because  the  exercise  of  the  greater  im- 
plies every  subordinate  power  neoMsarily  con- 
nected with  it.    The  great  stumbling  block, 
however,  is,  that  this  is  one  of  those  inde- 
pendent, original,  and  substantive  powers,  which 
cannot  be  ^iven  by   implication.    Blackstone 
says,  "  municipal  law,  thus  understood,  is  prop- 
erly defined  to  be  a  rule  of  civil  conduct,  pre* 
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scribed  by  the  supreme  power  in  a  State,  com- 
mandiiig  what  is  right  and  prohibiting  what  is 
wrong.'*  Agreeably  to  this  definition,  every 
law  passed  by  a  deliberative  body  is  an  act  of 
sovereignty  as  to  the  snbject  to  which  it  relates. 
The  establishment  of  a  marine  coips  is  as  mnch 
an  act  of  sovereignty  as  an  act  incorporating 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  omy  ques- 
tion is,  whether  it  be  necessarily  incident  to  the 
enumerated  powers  given  to  tie  General  Gov- 
ernment. Those  who  criticise  most  accurately 
on  the  constitution  and  most  unwillingly  con- 
cede resolting  powers,  will  admit  them  to  a 
certain  extent  even  in  our  Government.  The 
only  question  is  the  immediate  and  necessary 
connection  of  the  means  used  with  the  object 
intended  to  be  attained. 

In  inquiring  then,  sir,  whether  or  not,  at  the 
first  promulgation  of  the  constitution,  when  it 
came  into  existence,  it  was  intended  that  Con- 
gress should  possess  the  power  of  incorporating 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  let  us  inquire 
whether  there  was  any  possibility  of  carrying 
into  effect  with  any  tolerable  convenience  and 
advantage  the  several  provisions  of  the  consti- 
tution, unless  this  power  exists.  It  is  said  that 
you  do  not  possess  the  power,  because  it  is  at- 
tempted to  be  derived  by  different  gentlemen 
from  so  many  different  parts  of  the  constitution. 
Now,  Mr.  Pnettdent,  I  have  never  before  under- 
stood that  a  capacity  to  derive  a  title  from  several 
different  sources  gives  you  less  title  than  if  deriv- 
ed frt>m  one  source  alone.  I  derive  the  power 
from  the  whole  context  of  the  constitution, 
although  gentlemen  seem  to  think  that  the  title 
is  invalidated  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
sections  in  the  constitution  from  whence  we  de- 
rive it.  In  order  to  avoid  confusion  of  argu- 
ment in  examining  this  question,  I  will  derive 
it  from  only  one  source  at  present,  though  I  be- 
lieve others  equally  give  it  by  a  necessary  con- 
struction. At  the  time  the  constitution  came 
into  existence,  I  believe  there  were  but  three 
banks  in  the  United  States ;  none  south  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  all  of  very  limited  capital.  The 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  gives  the 
power  to  levy  and  collect  taxes.  Is  it  possible 
to  imagine  any  system  so  convenient  for  the 
oollection  of  this  revenue,  and  sending  it  to  the 
seat  of  Government,  as  that  of  the  agency  of 
banks?  I  am  not  inquiring  whether  the  State 
banks  can  do  it ;  but  I  say  that  the  framers  of  the 
constitution  must  have  had  under  consideration 
the  state  of  things  at  the  time  when  the  consti- 
tution came  into  existence.  At  that  time  there 
was  not  one  bank  south  of  Philadelphia,  and  the 
banks  which  existed  were  very  limited  in  their 
capital,  and  their  paper  had  limited  circulation. 
Congress,  in  such  a  state  of  things^  then,  tas 
the  power  of  levying  and  collecting  taxes  con- 
ferred on  it,  and  yet  Congress  has  not  the  pow- 
er to  create  banks  to  aid  in  the  collection  of  its 
taxes,  notwithstanding  a  clause  to  make  all 
laws  necessary  and  proper  for  that  purpose  is 
contained  in  the  constitution.  No  gentleman 
will  say  that  the  agency  of  banks  is  not  neces- 


sary in  some  way  or  other  in  collecting  the  rev- 
enue. I  admit  without  them  you  could  have 
carried  on  our  fiscal  arrangements  in  an  awk- 
ward and  cumbrous  form,  but  was  that  the  in- 
tention of  the  constitution  ?  When  the  power 
^  collect  taxes  was  given,  it  was  intended  to 
give  all  the  means  necessary  to  carry  tHis  power 
into  execution.  It  was  not  to  execute  this 
power  in  a  cumbrous  form,  but  with  the  great- 
est facility  with  which  the  power  is  susceptible 
of  being  wielded.  Now,  is  it  possible  that  the 
constitution  contemplated  that  the  revenue 
should  be  collected  tfnd  transmitted  here,  sub- 
ject to  aU  the  risks  and  accidents  and  incon- 
veniences that  attend  the  transportation  of 
specie?  It  is  impossible.  But  all  this  doubt 
has  arisen  from  its  being  a  separate  and  inde- 
pendent power,  dthough  it  is  no  more  of  that 
character  than  any  other  law  passed  to  execute 
the  enumerated  powers  of  Congress. 

In  a  word,  Mr.  President,  it  is  admitted  by  all 
who  have  spoken  on  this  question,  whether  for 
or  against  die  bill  under  consideration,  that  the 
agency  of  a  bank  or  of  banks  affords  the  great- 
est facili^  and  security  of  any  plan  that  can  be 
devised  for  the  collection  of  a  revenue,  and  for 
its  transmission  to  your  Treasury. 

It  is  admitted  that  no  bank  or  banks  of  a  cap- 
ital or  of  sufficient  circulating  paper  throughout 
the  United  States  adequate  to  this  object,  did 
exist  when  the  constitution  was  first  formed, 
promulgated,  or  adopted.  It  is  admitted  that 
to  levy  and  collect  taxes  is  one  of  the  enumer- 
ated powers  of  Congress.  It  is  admitted  that 
Congress  has  all  power  necessary  and.  conve- 
nient to  carry  its  enumerated  powers  into  exe- 
cution. , 

It  is  admitted  there  is  no  express  dausein  the 
constitution  prohibiting  the  establishment  of  a 
National  Bank. 

If  these  principles  and  facts  are  admitted,  does 
it  not  demonstrate,  beyond  the  possibility  of 
doubt,  this  unquestionable  result,  to  wit :  that 
as  Congress  is  to  levy  and  collect  revenue ;  that 
as  the  agency  of  banks  affords  the  most  certain, 
speedy,  and  convenient  means  by  which  a  rev- 
enue can  be  collected ;  that  as  neither,  at  the 
period  when  t^e  constitution  was  made,  pro- 
mulgated, or  adopted,  banks  of  sufficient  capital, 
or  with  paper  of  sufficient  circulation,  existed 
for  the  coUection  of  the  revenue,  and  its  trans- 
mission to  your  Treasury  ;  that  as  there  was  no 
positive  clause  prohibiting  a  National  Bank  in 
the  constitution ;  that  as  Congress  was  to  have 
all  powers  necessary  to  carry  its  enumerated 
powers  into  execution  ;  that  as  the  convention 
who  framed,  and  the  people  who  adopted  the 
constitution,  must  have  had  in  view  our  then 
existing  institutions,  and  the  then  general  state 
of  society,  it  was  the  intention  of  the  conven- 
tion who  formed  the  constitution,  and  the  peo- 
ple who  adopted  it,  to  give  to  Congress  the  pow- 
er of  establishing  a  National  Bank.  If  at  the 
time  of  adopting  the  constitution  it  was  neces- 
sary and  proper  that  Congress  should  possess  it, 
for  the  exercise  of  any  of  its  enumerated  pow- 
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era ;  if  the  foregoing  result  is  undeniable,  and  I 
think  it  is,  I  wocdd  interrogate,  if  Congress,  on 
the  adoplion  of  the  constitution,  nossessed  a 
power  to  establish  a  National  Bank,  what  has 
sinoe  deprived  that  bodj  of  the  power?  I, 
Mr.  President,  can  discover  nothing  which  hask 
One  argtunent,  much  confided  in  by  gentlemen 
who  have  opposed  the  present  bill,  is,  not  that 
banks  are  not  necessary  to  the  collection  of  the 
revenue,  but  that  State  banks  will  answer.  In 
return,  I  insist  that  no  State  banks  did  exist 
when  the  constitution  was  first  formed,  there- 
fore  the  power  to  create  a  National  Bank  is  ne- 
cessarily given  in  the  power  to  levy  and  collect 
taxes.  To  this  it  is  replied  that  to  create  a  Na- 
tional Bank  is  to  le^late  by  implication ;  it  is 
a  separate,  substantive,  and  independent  pow- 
er ;  to  levy  a  tax  is  one  thing,  to  make  a  bank 
another.  I  answer,  to  levy  a  tax  is  one  thing, 
to  create  an  officer  for  its  collection  another. 
By  this  kind  of  chop-logic  we  may  prove  any 
thing  unconstitutionaL  I  ask,  when  you  levy 
a  tax,  if  you  do  not  provide  officers  for  collect- 
ing it  I  levy  a  tax  and  create  a  bank  through 
whose  instrumentality  I  mean  to  collect  it; 
from  the  same  authority  by  which  I  appoint  a 
collector,  I  have  a  ri^ht  to  create  a  bank  through 
whose  instrumentality  I  mean  to  receive  and 
transmit  it.  There  is  no  clause  in  the  constitu- 
tion saying  you  may  appoint  officers  for  the  col- 
lection of  the  revenue  specifically ;  but  the  right 
to  appoint  officers  to  collect  revenue  is  derived 
from  the  power  of  levying  a  tax^  from  which 
also  may  be  derived  the  power  of  establishing  a 
bank,  if  it  be  the  best  mode  of  collecting  Sie 
revenue.  It  is  said  yon  may  collect  this  tax  by 
means  of  the  State  banks.  Very  well,  sir,  I  say 
you  may  collect  the  revenue  by  means  of  State 
officers,  and  upon  the  principle  that  you  cannot 
establish  a  bank  to  collect  the  revenue,  because 
the  State  banks  can  collect  it,  I  say  that  the 
State  officers  can  collect  our  taxes,  and  if  your 
amiment  is  just,  you  cannot  appoint  any  other 
officers.  The  constitution  authorizes  the  Presi- 
dent to  appoint  persons  to  fill  all  offices  estab- 
lished by  law,  but  says  not  a  word  about  ap- 
pointing officers  to  collect  the  tax  you  levy 
specifically.  Upon  the  construction  gentlemen 
oontend  for,  they  might  say,  because  no  power 
is  expressly  given  to  appoint  officers  of  the  cus- 
toms, or  for  your  taxes,  and  it  is  possible  to  col- 
lect the  revenue  by  the  agency  of  the.  State 
Governments,  and  nothing  ^ould  be  done  by 
the  United  States  authorities  which  can  be  done 
by  the  States,  therefore  these  coUectpn  of  the 
customs  or  revenue  should  be  such  as  are  ap- 
pointed by  the  States  for  State  purposes.  This 
kind  of  reasoning,  sir,  cannot  be  admissible,  and 
10  in  hostility  with  a  most  manifest  principle  of 
the  constitution,  as  it  is  evidently  a  prominent 
feature  of  that  instrument  that  the  General 
Grovernment  should  have  within  itself  all  those 
powers  necessary  and  convenient  for  the  execu- 
tion of  its  enumerated  trusts,  entirely  free  and 
independent  of  the-  interference  and  agency  of 
the  States,  their  officers,  or  ministers.    '  [ 


It  is  said  that  the  corporation,  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  recbarter,  independent  of  the  fieudlity  it 
affords  to  Government  in  the  collection  of  the 
revenue,  has  also  particular  advantages  given  to 
it ;  that  it  is  a  monopoly ;  and  what  right,  it  it 
asked,  hasOongress  to  grant  a  monopoly!  I 
will  ask,  in  return,  when  an  officer  is  appointed 
to  collect  the  customs,  has  he  not  a  salary  and 
emoluments  ?  Is  not  every  office  In  law  called 
a  franchise  or  a  particular  privilege?  K  the 
officer  who  has  these  emoluments,  priTil^es^ 
or  franchises,  (call  them  what  yon  wiU)  re- 
ceives these  in  consideration  for  his  services, 
have  you  not  the  power  to  hold  out  induce- 
ments to  associated  bodies  of  men  to- form  aa 
institution  from  which  the  public  may  derive 
benefit,  not  with  a  view  exclusively  to  their 
monopoly  and  benefit  but  on  aooonnt  of  the 
advantages  to  be  derived  frt>m  it  by  the  public  ? 

The  honorable  gentleman  frx>m  Kentucky, 
(Mr.  Glat,)  with  his  usual  ingenuity,  spoke  of 
the  enormous  evil  and  the  danger  to  oor  liber 
ties  that  is  to  be  anticipated  from  giving  the 
power  to  erect  corporations,  which  he  says  is 
an  original  power,  and  has  given  being  to  insti- 
tutions v^ch  have  swell^  to  an  enormous 
magnitude.  The  example  of  the  East  India 
Company  and  the  South  Sea  Company  were 
spoken  of  in  an  alarming,  impressive,  and  in- 
genious manner.  But,  I  ask,  sir,  if  the  State 
Governments  do  not  possess  this  gigantic  pow^? 
I  see  nothing  to  restrain  them  more  than  Uie 
General  Government.  I  see  that  the  only  su- 
pervisors as  to  the  State  Governments  are  the 
people  themselves,  who  are  also  the  superrison 
of  Congress,  who  have  also  the  invidious  jealoos 
eyes  of  the  State  Goyemments  constantly  upon 
them,  as  is  illustrated  in  the  conduct  of  8#me  of 
the  States  on  this  very  question,  and  who  com- 
bined would  guard  this  power  from  abuse  by 
the  General  Government  much  motp  than  the 
people  alone  will  guard  against  abuses  by  the 
States.  It  is  a  visionary  mode  of  reasoning  to 
argue  against  the  possession  of  power  from  the 
abuse  of  it.  The  gentleman  may  as  weU  tell  as 
that  we  may  raise  armies  to  so  m<mstrons  an 
extent  as  to  crush  our  liberties;  and,  therefore^ 
we  ought  not  on  any  emergency  to  ruse  an 
army,  ^e  may  as  well  say  the  creation  of  a 
military  school,  which  is  as  much  and  no  more 
a  resulting  power  than  the  one  in  question,  is 
giving  to  Congress  a  great  substantive  independ- 
ent power  to  create  a  vast  engine,  under  the 
name  of  a  military  school,  which  may  swell  to 
such  an  immense  importance  as  to  make  it  an 
instrument  to  swallow  all  the  liberties  of  the 
country.  So  as  respects  sites  for  forts  and 
armories,  and  ore  banks,  powers  exerdsed  by 
implication,  the  gentleman,  from  the  unlimited 
indulgence  he  gives  to  a  gloomy  and  forebod- 
ing imagination,  may  say,  yon  may  purchase 
the  territorial  rights  of  the  States  until  von 
destroy  their  sovereignty.  There  is  no  end  to 
the  extent  of  such  reasoning.  We  must  rely  in 
some  degree  on  ourselves,  on  the  vigilance  of 
the  State  Governments^  and  on  the 
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of  the  people.  When  the  whole  bodj  politic  is 
ao  corruDt  that  there  are  no  eyes  on  our  rulers 
to  see  when  they  transcend  the  powers  of  the 
oonstitation,  all  is  lost,  and  no  paper  reserva- 
tions can  save  ns. 

VLr.  President,  I  am  readj  to  admit  that 
where  a  measure  obtainS)  that  inflicts  a  viola- 
tion on  our  constitution  that  Lb  unquestionable, 
palpable,  and  notorious,  however  frequently 
and  however  solemnly  this  measure  haa  been 
ranctioned,  however  long  it  had  been  submitted 
to  and  endured,  would  not  be  considerations 
with  me  of  any  importance  or  create  one  mo- 
ment of  doubt.  EiTor,  however  repeated  and 
submitted  to,  is  error  still,  and  every  occa- 
sion should  be  sought  to  get  rid  of  it ;  but  on 
an  occasion  in  the  origin  of  which  the  constitu- 
tional question  was  doubtful,  when  men  of  liie 
purest  integrity  and  most  illumined  intelligence 
might  pause  and  differ  and  doubt,  I  should  im- 
agine that  such  case  once  acted  on  should  never 
agun  be  touched,  unless  considerations  of  irre- 
dstible  importance  lead  to  such  a  measure ;  and  I 
imagine  that  every  man  of  candor  and  intelli- 
gence who  weighs  with  due  deliberation  the 
question  under  considera|;ion,  will  at  least  ad- 
mi^  if  the  measure  is  not  certainly  constitution- 
al, it  is  at  least  of  that  description  of  character 
I  have  last  mentioned.  In  such  an  instance  as 
this,  will  it  be  said  that  after  this  measure  has 
been  sanctioned  by  Congress  on  full  deliberation 
and  debate;  after  the  bill  establishing  this  bank 
had  received  the  approbation  of  the  President, 
who  reserved  his  signature  to  it  till  ^e  last 
moment  permitted  by  the  constitution,  and  af- 
ter he  had  viewed  the  question  with  all  its 
bearings  in  every  attitude  it  could  be  presented, 
after  full  consultation  with  his  Cabinet  Ministers 
and  others  of  high  intellectual  character;  afb^r 
the  law  thus  sanctioned  by  the  Legislature  and 
the  President  has  been  acquiesced  in  and  prac- 
tised on  for  the  space  of  twenty  years,  when  it 
has  been  considered  inviolable,  and  corroborat- 
i|ig  laws  passed  during  the  administration  and 
legislation  of  different  dominant  political  par- 
ties; when  those  laws  have  been  sanctionea  by 
the  solemn  adjudication  of  all  our  judges,  both 
of  the  General  and  State  Governments ;  to  sup- 
pose that  all  these  considerations  are  to  have  no 
infiuonoe  as  to  putting  to  rest  a  constitutional 
question  which  was  doubtful  in  its  origin,  is  to 
be  skeptical  and  scrupulous  beyond  all  reason- 
able bound.  If  Congress  had  no  right  to  incor- 
porate a  bank,  was  it  not  an  act  of  usurpation 
in  the  President  and  Congress  to  pass  laws  pun- 
ishing individuals  for  the  forgery  of  its  paper  ? 
Nay,  more,  Mr.  President,  when  we  inflict  death 
for  the  support  of  institutions  Congress  had  no 
right  to  create,  and  for  the  violation  of  laws 
the  constitution  prohibits  that  body  from  enact- 
ing— (and  under  the  denomination  of  each  of 
the  political  sects  into  which  this  country  is 
divided,  agreeable  to  the  principles  now  con- 
tended for  by  gentlemen,  such  laws  have  been 
passed) — are  not  the  Executive  which  sanctions, 
the  Congress  which  passed,  and  the  whole  body 


of  our  Judiciary,  both  of  the  General  and  State 
Governments,  which  enforces  such  unconstitu- 
tional measures,  and  under  their  surreptitious 
authority  inflicts  death  upon  our  citizens,  worse 
than  usurpers?  Are  they  not  murderers  ?  Tes, 
Mr.  President  I  reiterate,  are  they  not  mur- 
derers f  And  are  we  prepared  to  pronounce  so 
heavy  a  denunciation  on  our  predecessors,  on 
ourselves,  and  the  other  great  Departments  of 
our  Government  ?  Are  we  ready  to  inform  the 
American  people  that  this  body  and  all  their 
constituted  authorities  have  sported  with  the 
lives  and  illegally  shed  the  blood  of  our  citizens? 
My  ooUeaffue  was  foreman  of  the  jury  that 
pronounced  sentence,  or  that  found  a  verdict, 
on  the  famous  or  rather  infamous  Logwood,  for 
forgery  of  the  paper  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  This  verdict  was  confirmed  bv  the  judge 
of  the  court,  and  the  criminal  punished  agree- 
ably to  the  iudgment.  Is  a  measure  of  such 
weighty  and  awful  import,  so  solemnly  and 
deliberately  acted  on  and  decided,  and  multi- 
farious other  decisions  of  the  same  description, 
to  have  no  influence  on  the  decision  we  are 
about  to  give  respectingthe  constitutionality  of 
establishing  a  National  Bank  ?  K  they  are  not, 
then  gentlemen  view  the  subject  through  a  very 
different  medium  than  that  through  which  it  is 
presented  to  my  vision.  Then,  in  my  judgment, 
Mr.  President  our  situation  is  farming  indeed. 
To  recapitulate:  I  derive  the  power  to  create 
a  National  Bank,  when  this  constitution  came 
into  existence,  from  the  situation  of  society,  and 
our  legal  institutions  at  that  time,  and  the  diffi- 
culty, as  things  existed,  that  the  revenue  could 
be  collected  with  advantage  in  any  other  way 
than  by  the  agency  of  a  bank.  If  this  reason- 
ing be  deemed  erroneous,  I  insist  that  the  con- 
stitutional power  of  Congress  to  create  a  bank 
was  in  the  first  instance  doubtful,  and  the  prin- 
ciple having  been  recognized,  and  having  re- 
ceived every  sanction  the  Government  could 
give,  and  practised  on  for  more  than  twenty 
years,  is  not  now  to  be  called  in  question.  Ad- 
mitting that  on  both  these  points  my  views  are 
erroneous ;  say  that  the  establishment  of  t^e 
bankfat  its  commencement,  was  improper,  still, 
if  it  be  demonstrated  that  the  existence  or  re- 
chartering  of  the  bank  is  indispensable,  or  high- 
ly expedient  at  present,  to  the  due  exercise  of 
enumerated  rights  of  Congress,  that  which  was 
improper  or  even  perhaps  unconstitutional  at 
first,  because  it  was  not  necessary,  becomes  con- 
stitutional and  proper,  because  now  expedient 
or  essential  Congress  is  clothed  by  the  con- 
stitution with  a  variety  of  delegated  rights. 
Now,  admitting  that  the  establishment  of  a 
bank  in  the  first  instance  was  not  necessary  for 
the  due  exercise  of  the  legislative  rights  be- 
stowed in  any  one  of  these  enumerated  powers, 
if  our  predecessors  in  office,  by  the  creation  of 
a  bank,  which  at  best  was  an  improper  institu- 
tion, because  not  necessary,  have  placed  our 
fiscal  concerns  in  such  a  situation  that  it  can- 
not be  put  down  without  great  ii^jurv  to  the 
revenue,  Which  Congress  is  bound  to  levy  and 
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collect,  without  injaring  onr  commerce,  with- 
out Impairing  our  public  credit,  without  lessen- 
ing the  public  welfare,  all  of  which  Congress  is 
bound  to  provide  for  and  protect ;  if  this  can  be 
demonstrated  to  be  the  probable  result  of  pull- 
ing down  the  bank  at  this  period,  I  would  ask 
whether  that  institution,  which  was  improper 
at  first,  because  not  necessary,  does  not  become 
proper,  because  almost  indispensable  at  pres- 
ent? 

In  construing  the  Oonstitution  of  the  United 
States,  when  legislating  on  the  enumerated  pow- 
ers of  Congress,  I  lay  down  this  rule  of  construc- 
tion :  that  the  only  limitation  to  the  power  of 
Congress  is  either  some  positive  or  implied  pro- 
hibition in  the  constitution  itself,  or  the  exer- 
cise of  an  honest  and  sober  discretion.  If,  there- 
fbre,  there  is  any  reason  to  believe,  at  the  pres- 
ent period  and  existing  state  of  things,  that  by 
putting  down  the  bank  your  revenue  will  li 
greatly  impaired,  your  commerce  will  be  injur- 
ed, the  public  credit  lessened,  all  of  which  Con- 
gress is  to  protect ;  does  not  such  a  state  of 
^ings  make  it  proper  that  the  bank,  which  ought 
not  to  have  been  created,  because  not  necessary, 
now  ought  to  be  continued  because  indispensa- 
ble? It  may  here  be  said,  that  I  am  varying 
tiie  constitution  if  I  say  that  a  thing  is  proper 
to-day  which  was  not  proper  five  and  twenty 
years  ago ;  that  this  vibration  will  always  keep 
the  constitution  in  an  uncertain  state.  I  say, 
no.  My  doctrine  is  subject  to  no  such  accusa- 
tion ;  the  principles  of  the  constitution  are  uni- 
form and  unalterable.  It  is  an  uniform  and 
unalterable  principle,  that  Congress  have  the 
power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes ;  they  have  the 
same  positive,  unchangeable  right  to  exercise 
all  the  enumerated  powers,  the  only  rule  of  con- 
struction relating  to  them  being  that  the  means 
you  use  have  a  necessary  relation  to  the  power 
on  which  you  legislate.  *[f  the  means  be  not 
enumerated,  you  exercise  discretion  as  to  the 
means,  having  a  regard  to  the  existing  state  of 
things  when  you  lemslate  concerning  them. 
The  same  means  may  be  necessary  and  proper 
now,  which  would  not  have  been  twenty  years 
ago.  Tou  change  the  means  to  attain  the  end, 
but  the  end  itself^  the  enumerated  power  in  the 
constitution,  remains  unchanged.  As  long  as 
the  constitution  exists,  you  must  select  the  means 
most  proper  for  executing  the  enumerated  rights 
at  the  precise  moment  at  which  you  legislate 
respecting  them.  If  this  be  the  true  construc- 
tion of  the  constitution  respecting  the  recharter 
of  the  bank,  the  question  merely  resolves  itself 
^into  an  inquiry  how  far  such  a  measure  is  at 
present  expedient.  To  determine  at  this  mo- 
ment whether  or  not  it  be  constitutional,  or  in 
other  words  expedient,  to  incorporate  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  I  am  to  say  whether,  imder 
existing  circumstances,  in  the  present  state  of 
society,  situation  of  trade  and  revenue,  the 
preservation  and  continuance  of  this  institution 
is  essentially  necessary.  If  it  be  essentisQly  ne- 
cessary, we  have  a  right  to  recharter  the  bank. 
I  have  been  precise  in  stating  this  view  of  the 


subject,  because  it  has  not  before  been  taken 
by  any  other  genUeman. 


Tuesday,  February  19. 

The  credentials  of  Jobs  Cokdit,  appointed  a 
Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  commencing 
on  the  fourth  day  of  March  next ;  and  of  Wil- 
UAM  B.  Giles,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  Virginia,  for  the  term 
of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth  day  of 
March  next,  were  severally  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  file. 

Bank  of  the  United  Statei. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  amend  and  continue  in  fone 
an  act,  entitied  *'  An  act  to  inoorporata  the  sab- 
soribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States," 
passed  on  the  25th  day  of  February,  1791. 

Mr. Taylor. — ^Mr.  President:  Although  mueh 
time  has  been  consumed  in  the  discussion  of  the 
subject  before  us,  and  the  ground  completely  oo- 
cupied  by  those  who  have  gone  before  me,  yet 
the  importance  of  the  subject,  the  inomense  mag^ 
nitude  of  the  unhappy  consequences  likely  to 
result  to  the  nation  from  the  rejection  of  the 
bill  on  your  table,  compel  me  to  oBer  to  it  all 
the  support  in  my  power,  Indeed,  sir,  to  this 
sense  of  duty  to  the  nation  is  superadded  a  very 
sacred,  and  to  me  indispensable  duty — my  duty 
to  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to 
represent,  as  well  as  another  duty,  which  fttmi 
the  course  the  debate  has  taken,  is  not  to  be 
disregarded ;  I  mean,  sir,  the  duty  which  I  owe 
to  myself 

I  cannot,  as  other  gentiemen  have  boasted 
they  can,  put  my  himd  into  mv  drawer  and  poll 
out  the  instructions  by  whi(£  I  am  to  be  direct- 
ed on  this  important  subject 

The  State  of  South  Carolina  is  a  very  large 
stockholder  in  some  of  her  State  banks,  and  If 
a  selfish  policy,  contracted  to  the  narrow  sphere 
of  the  unique  advantage  in  dollars  and  cents  of 
the  Government  of  that  State— in  oontradiodon 
and  disregard  of  the  great  body  of  her  own  citi- 
zens, and  the  citizens  of  the  rest  of  the  States 
in  the  Union— could  have  weighed  a  moment 
witii  her  Legislature,  I  too  might  have  been  in- 
structed. Let  me  not  be  understood,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, as  drawing  any  comparison  between  tha 
conduct  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina  and  the 
conduct  of  the  great  and  leading  States  who 
have  acted  otherwise ;  but  I  must  and  will  tall 
of  the  things  that  I  do  know.  I  r^oice,  sir, 
that  the  State  which  I  come  from  has,  In  this 
instance,  been  actuated  by  that  magnanimity 
and  patriotism  which  on  all  former  oooasions 
has  distinguished  her  conduct ;  that  neither  sel- 
fishness, nor  party  rage,  nor  a  spirit  of  intoler- 
ance, has  induced  her  to  counteract  or  embar- 
rass the  National  Legislature  in  its  pursuit  of 
the  great  object  of  its  institution,  the  good  of 
the  whole. 

I  hope  it  will  not  be  considered  as  savoring 
of  egotism  when  I  say  that  my  appointment  to 
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the  Terj  honorable  station  I  now  hold  was  un- 
solicited by  me.  That  my  sentiments  on  the 
subject  now  under  consideration  had  been  by 
me  nneqaivocally  expressed  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  and  were  well  known  to  those  who 
appointed  me.  Nay,  further,  after  my  Tenera- 
bie  and  respected  predecessor  had  resigned  his 
seat  here,  and  haa  declined,  also,  his  appoint- 
ment for  the  ensuing  six  years,  pending  the 
election  of  a  successor  to  him,  and  when  my 
name  was  held  in  nonunation,  a  resolution  was 
offered,  similar  to  those  which  we  have  heard 
80  much  talk  about,  proposing  to  instruct  the 
Senators  of  that  State  to  oppose  the  renewal  of 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
This  resolution,  as  I  am  informed,  lay  on  the 
Speaker's  table  when  the  election  was  gone 
into.  I  was  elected,  and  the  proposers  of  the 
resolution  had  not  power  nor  mfluence  enough 
to  raise  it  from  the  table  on  which  it  lay,  and  it 
died  stillborn  at  the  end  of  the  session ;  and  if  I 
were  to  make  an  inference  at  all  on  these  trans- 
actions, I  should  suppose  I  was  tacitly  instructed 
to  vote  for  the  renewal  of  the  bank  charter. 
But  I  seek  not  the  avoidance  of  responsibility. 
It  is  here,  sir,  in  my  own  bosom,  I  have  instruc- 
tions paramount  to  all  others.  My  beloved 
country  has  rested  the  matter  here,  and  mv 
gratitude  is  superadded  to  aU  other  moral  obli- 
gations operating  on  me  to  perform  this  trust 
and  to  execute  this  duty  with  futhfulness.  I 
find  the  authority  of  Congress  to  grant  this 
charter  in  the  same  sections  of  the  constitution 
which  the  gentlemen  who  have  gone  before  me 
have  pointed  out  to  prou.  In  section  seven, 
clause  first,  power  is  given  to  Congress  "  to  lay 
and  coUect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises, 
to  pay  the  debts,  and  provide  for  the  common 
defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  United 
States;  but  all  duties  shaU  be  uniform  through- 
out the  United  States."^ 

dause  second  gives  power  "  to  borrow  money 
on  the  credit  of  the  United  States.^'  And,  in 
the  last  clause  of  said. section,  power  is  also 
given  to  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary 
and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the  fore- 
going powers  vested  by  this  constitution  in  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  or  any  de- 
partment or  officer  thereof. 

Let  us  understand  the  meaning  of  the  words 
neee$»ary  and  proper^  to  the  last-quoted  clause, 
for  upon  a  correct  knowledge  of  &ese  depends, 
in  my  opinion,  the  correctness  of  our  condu- 
aions  on  this  subject  The  word  Mceuary.m 
its  technical  and  legal  sense,  in  the  meamng 
sfibced  to  it  in  common  parlance,  established  by 
usage,  custom,  reason,  and  the  common  law  of 
the  land,  is  different  and  distinct  from  the  signi- 
fication of  the  same  adjective  derived  from  the 
Bttbatanti ve  neeeasUy,  as  used  by  Hobbea,  Hutch- 
inaon,  Hume,  and  the  other  metaphysicians 
of  the  last  century.  It  is  well  known  that  they 
used  the  substantive  necesnty  as  synonymous 
with  the  word  fate^  and  wluch  necessity,  ac- 
cording to  the  opinions  of  one  party,  controlled 
omnipotence  itself.  This  necessity  was  supposed 


by  them  co-existent  with  the  Deity  itself,  not 
prospective  nor  discretionary,  bending  in  one 
way.  and  in  one  way  only,  all  substance,  all 
matter,  and  sll  spirit.  This  meaning  of  the 
word  is  only  to  be  found  with  these  metaphy- 
sicians and  philosophers ;  but  in  our  law  books, 
in  the  daily  and  hourly  use  of  the  word  in  com- 
mon conversation,  it  has  no  such  meaning. 
When  the  old  Consress  passed  the  conditional 
charter — which  I  admit  uie^  had  not  a  delega- 
ted power  to  grant,  but  which  is  fully  in  point, 
both  as  to  the  si^ification  of  the  word,  and, 
also,  of  their  opinion  of  the  necessity,  and  even 
indispensableness  of  a  bank  for  the  administer- 
ing the  fiscsl  concerns  of  the  nation — ^in  the  con- 
clusion of  the  preamble  they  say  that  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  United  States  render  it  indispen- 
sably necessary  to  pass  the  act,  &c, ;  and  in  the 
laws  passed  during  that  period,  when  this  Gov- 
ernment was  in  the  habit  of  following  the  Eng- 
lish custom  of  beginning  the  laws  by  a  preamble, 
you  find  the  word  necessary  used  as  synonymous 
to  expediency — ^practical  expediency,  ^see  Laws 
of  the  United  States^  vol.  1,  page  247;  idem^ 
page  276,)  in  fact,  among  frail  mortals  with  fal- 
uble  Judgments  like  ours.  With  any  beings  en- 
dued with  less  than  omniscience,  the  word  neces- 
sa/ry  must  be  only  applicable  to  the  honest  Judg- 
ment we  can  miJce  up  concerning  the  subject  to 
which  we  apply  it ;  in  other  words,  it  is  resolv- 
able into  that  sound  discretion  with  which,  as 
moral  agents,  we  are  in  the  first  instance  intrust- 
ed by  our  Maker,  and  in  the  instance  now  before 
us, we  are  intrusted  with  by  the  constitution  and 
by  the  citizens  who  have  sent  us  here  to  transact 
their  business.  But  the  rigid  necessity  which  our 
opponents  wish  to  enforce  on  us,  this  metaphy- 
seal necessity,  must,  from  its  very  nature,  be 
immutable;  it  must  be  unique,  and  could  not 
exist  in  a  greater  or  less  degree ;  and,  therefore, 
the  word  joined  to  it  in  the  constitution  (proper) 
could  have  no  meaning  at  alL  The  laws,  to  be 
psssed,  must  be  necessary,  is  the  only  one  way 
given  under  heaven  by  which  you  are  to  eVect 
the  end  desired ;  in  other  words,  the  law  must 
be  imposed  by  Fate.  It  is  perfect  nonsense  to 
say  that  there  is  a  latitude  left  with  us  to  Judge 
whether  such  a  law  is  proper  or  improper.  I 
have,  I  think,  brought  Uie  meaning  of  the  word 
necessary  to  the  level  and  within  the  comprehen- 
sion of  frdl  human  intellect.  The  signification 
of  the  word  proper  I  take  to  contain  the  de- 
scription of  tne  measure  or  law  to  which  it  is 
applied,  in  the  following  respects :  whether  the 
law  is  in  conformity  to  the  letter,  the  spirit, 
and  the  meaning  of  the  constitution ;  whether 
it  will  produce  the  good  end  desired  in  the 
most  ready,  easy,  and  convenient  mode,  that 
we  are  acquainted  with. 

Great  stress  is  laid  on  that  amendment  of  the 
constitution  which  says,  that  all  power  not  ex- 
pressly granted  shall  be  retained,  &c.  Either 
the  general  clause  I  have  relied  on  gives  power  or 
it  does  not;  if  it  did  not  give  power,  why  was 
this  amendment  made  ?  And  if  it  did,  and  this 
power  was  offensive,  why  was  it  not  stricken 
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out  when  the  ameDdment  was  made?  But  if 
it  expressly  gave  power,  which  I  contend,  its 
being  suffered  to  renuun  is  proof  that  it  was 
not  die  design  of  the  amendment  to  take  awaj 
the  power  given.  Could  not  the  Territory  of 
Oolumbia  have  been  governed  without  erecting 
a  single  corporation  in  it  ?  I  don't  mean  well 
governed.  But  was  there  that  fatal  necessity ; 
tiiat  command  from  Jove, 

"Ye  fates  ftJfil  it,  and  ye  powers  approve/ 

to  erect  corporations  ?  This  legislation  to  erect 
corporations  being,  according  to  our  opponents, 
m  generis^  not  of  the  ordinary  kind,  and  only 
to  be  exercised  where  the  express  authority  is 
given  by  the  constitution,  I  ask  gentlemen  to 
show  the  clause  in  the  constitution  which  ex- 

Cssly  gives  us  the  power  to  perform  this  sub- 
ated  act  of  legislation  in  tnis  Territory  any 
more  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  United 
States ;  and  yet  at  this  very  session  we  have 
sent  an  armful  of  these  high  acts.  The  shelves 
of  tiie  office  of  the  Secretary  groan  under  the 
pile  of  charters  we  hav^  granted. 

I  said  it  was  ea^y  to  prove  that  the  broad 
grant  g^ven  to  Congress  to  legislate  for  this  Ter- 
ritory in  all  cases  whatsoever,  was  restricted 
and  paled  in  by  the  constitution.  Congress 
cannot  make  the  duties  here  on  imports  less  or 
greater  than  elsewhere  in  the  United  States — 
imports  and  taxes  must  be  equal,  &c. — ^nor  de- 

J^rive  the  citizens  thereof  of  the  right  to  a  trial  by 
ury,  nor  grant  them  titles  of  nobility ;  and  yet 
the  incidents  here  alluded  to  would  come  under 
the  description  in  the  clause  ^  of  all  cases  what- 
soever.^' In  trutb,  sir,  there  is  not  a  scintilla 
of  the  spirit,  nor  a  single  word  or  letter  of  the 
constitution,  that  loses  its  power  and  sanction 
upon  our  conduct  in  legislating  in  this  particu- 
Iw.  There  is  no  more  a  power  given  us  to 
legislate  ad  libitum  on  this  Territory,  nor  to 
derive  therefor  powers  by  implication,  than  is 
given  us  in  the  laws  we  pass  for  the  whole  na- 
tion ;  and  if  this  power,  iuigen^is^  of  creating 
corporations,  is  properly  denned  by  our  oppo- 
nents, they  ought  to  go  back  to  the  works  of 
yesterday,  as  well  as  to  those  of  twenty  years' 
standing,  in  order  to  introduce  their  new  order 
of  things.  I  might  here  draw  a  comparison  of 
the  tried  scheme  of  wang  the  United  States' 
Bank,  and  the  untried  scheme  of  usine  State 
banks  in  aid  of  the  operations  of  the  National 
Treasury ;  but  I  should  only  be  saying  with  less 
force  what  has  been  so  fhliy  and  so  oondusively 
said  by  the  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me. 
Suffice  it  to  say,  that  for  safe-keeping,  for  trans- 
mission and  payment  of  the  funds  to  any  part 
of  the  nation,  and  for  enforcing  the  punctual 
payment  by  the  debtors  to  tiie  customs,  by  ad- 
dressing to  those  debtors  the  arguments  to  the 
sense  of  honor  and  shame,  and  suso  to  their  in- 
terest, to  wit :  by  denying  them  credit  in  tiie 
bank  on  failure  in  punctuality — all  these  have 
been  afforded  to  the  Qovemment  without  its 
incurring  therefor  one  cent's  expense.  Are  we 
sure  the  State  banks  can  or  will  do  this  f  I  beg 


pardon  of  the  Senate  for  detaining  them  on 
topicstiot  new.  As  this  is  made  a  case  of  con- 
science, I  deemed  it  necessary  to  be  thus  partic- 
ular. I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  we  have 
the  right  to  act  on  this  subject,  inasmuch  as  I 
think  the  bank  is  both  necessary  and  proper  for 
the  purposes  above  referred  to. 

To  me  it  appears  that  this  power  is  express!/ 
granted;  we  derive  it  not  by  implication;  bnt 
our  opponents,  in  fact^  are  presada  to  tiie  neces- 
sity of  using  implication  to  come  at  the  denial 
they  set  up  against  the  exercise  by  Congress  of 
this  power. 

I  say,  farther,  that  this  institution  la  neces- 
sary and  proper  for  carrying  into  effect  another 
general  power,  viz:  llie  power  to  borrow 
money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  acknowledged  on  all  hands  that  there  b 
not  specie  enough  in  the  nation,  if  applied  sole!/ 
to  that  purpose,  to  pay  our  annual  impost  The 
operations  of  the  Bank  of  Columbia  in  transfer- 
ring the  revenue  derived  from  a  part  of  Virginia 
(and  of  the  land  funds  fW)m  the  westward,)  and 
of  the  Manhattan  Bank  in  performing  the  same 
office  in  respect  to  the  collections  in  Connec- 
ticut, have  been  dwelt  upon  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  MairUmd,  (Mr.  Smra.)  His 
arguments  drawn  n-om  the  facts  would  bare 
been  more  conclusive  if  he  could  have  mstanoed 
the  same  fSacilities  afforded  to  the  Government 
between  banks  disconnected  by  the  effect  of 
that  neighborhood  circulation  and  of  that 
course  of  trade  very  apparent  in  the  instances 
he  has  produced.  But  it  is  not  conolnare  at 
any  rate.  There  is  a  neighborhood  medinm  of 
circulation,  (the  State  bank  paper.)  and  there  is 
a  national  medium,  (the  United  States  p^O 
The  latter,  under  the  present  state  of  thmn 
corrects  the  operations  of  distant  banks  and 
renders  their  transfers  easy ;  but,  deprived  of 
this,  would  any  of  them,  situated  at  four  and 
five  hundred  miles,  or  at  one  thousand  miles' 
dist.ance,  agree  to  make  these  transfers  for  the 
Government  free  of  ex]^nsef  Could  they,  for 
instance,  transfer  the  solid  bullion  belonging  to 
the  United  States  from  Orleans  to  Boston  or 
Philadelphia,  without  our  affording  compensa- 
tion for  freight,  insurance,  &c.  ?  I  have  witness- 
ed the  advantages  of  this  national  medium  in 
the  State  I  live  in;  and  in  the  montia  of 
autumn,  when  strangers  are  fearful  of  ventoring 
to  Charleston,  oar  western  friends,  rather  than 
carry  the  hard  dollars,  are  in  the  habit  of  giving 
two  or  three  per  cent  for  bills  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  Destroy  this  national 
medium,  you  insulate  the  State  banks,  which 
are  so  far  asunder  as  not  to  be  within  the  in- 
fluence of  the  neighborhood  medium  of  circnla- 
tion.  The  stroke  of  our  dreadful  wand  discon- 
nects the  ligament  by  which  they  are  bonnd 
together  in  their  distant  operations. 

Mr.  PioBBBiKa.— I  wiU  now,  Mr.  Ptesidcfflt, 
make  some  observations  on  the  miun  question 
under  consideration.  Whether  Congress  have 
the  power  by  the  constitution  to  renew  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States? 
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It  has  been  said  that  the  power  to  incorpo- 
rate a  bank  for  the  United  States  is  a  substantive 
and  origina],  and  not  a  derivatlTe  or  implied 

Sower.    This  has  been  repeated,  bnt  I  have 
eard  no  argmnentB  in  support  of  the  position ; 
it  is  naked  assertion. 

It  has  also  been  called  ^*an  act  of  sovereign- 
tj ;"  as  if  to  alarm  and  deter  us  by  its  awful 
magnitude.  But,  sir,  the  sovereign  power  of 
Congrees  is  sometimes  exercised  on  subjects  of 
comparatively  little  moment  A  few  days  since 
we  passed  a  bill  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a 
bridge ;  and  another,  to  chan^  the  name  of  an 
individual,  to  enable  him  to  inherit  an  estate. 
The  power  of  Ck>ngre6s  is  sovereign  to  all  &e 
purposes  of  the  constitution.  They  can  lay  and 
collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises;  bor- 
row money,  regulate  commerce,  and  make  all 
needfiol  rules  and  regulations  respecting  liie 
territory  and  other  property  of  the  United 
States.  And  they  have  Uie  power  to  make  all 
laws  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  the  forego- 
ing and  all  other  constitutional  powers  into  exe- 
onticni.  When  proposing  to  exercise  this  gen- 
eral power,  in  any  case  not  expressly  mentioned, 
we  have  to  condder  whether  it  be  ^*  necessary 
and  proper.'^  It  has  been  said  that "  necessary  " 
here  means  indispensable;  something  without 
which  a  particular  power  expressly  granted 
cannot  be  carried  into  execution. .  But,  sir,  I 
see  no^ound  for  this  interpretation.  In  the 
afiairB  of  a  nation,  or  other  community,  what- 
ever the  public  good  requires  to  be  done,  is  ne- 
cessary and  proper  to  be  done.  It  is  a  moral, 
not  an  absolute  necessity.  It  is  necessary  for 
me  to  be  here  in  my  place,  because  it  is  my 
duty  to  be  here.  Necessary  and  proper  are  op- 
posed to  unnecessary  and  improper.  Oongress 
should  do  no  act  unnecessary  and  improper ; 
bat,  like  State  Legislatures,  do  whatever  is  ne- 
cessary and  proper  to  attain  the  objects  for 
which  they  are  respectively  oonstitntea . 

In  determining  whether  any  proposed  meas- 
ure be  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  into  exe- 
cution any  power  expressly  given  to  Oongress, 
we  have  to  consider  whether  that  measure 
has  a  just  or  useful  relation  io  the  end.  For 
instance,  the  constitution  having  prescribed  no 
mode  of  collecting  the  revenues,  it  rested  in 
the  discretion  of  Congress  to  adopt  such  a  mode 
or  such  modes  as  should  appear  to  them  best 
ad^yted  to  that  object  Instead  of  appointing 
custom-house  officers  in  the  large  conmierciiu 
cities  and  towns,  where  a  banking  establishment 
could  be  supported,  Oongress  mig^t  there  have 
erected  banks,  as  the  most  certain,  punctual,  and 
cheap  mode  of  collection.  Suitable  officers  of  a 
bank  might  have  performed  all  the  duties  of  en- 
tering and  clearing  vessels,  and  all  other  duties 
pertauiing  to  the  custom-house,  without  any 
charge  to  the  public;  the  deposits  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys  so  collected  in  those  banks,  upon 
which  the  usual  banking  operations  might  be 
carried  on,  yielding  an  adequate  compensation 
for  all  the  services  so  performe4. 

The  pnblio  revenues,  when  oolleoted,  must 


also  be  safely  kept  An  experience  has  demon* 
strated  that,  of  all  depositaries,  banks  are  the 
safest  And  the  same  experience  has  shown 
that,  as  the  public  moneys  are  required  to  be 
frequently  transferred,  for  the  public  expendi- 
tures, from  one  State  to  another,  the  Bauk  of 
the  United  States,  with  its  branches,  has  fur- 
nished the  best  mode  of  transfer ;  it  being  effect- 
ed with  despatch,  with  certainty,  and  without 
any  risk  or  expense  to  the  United  States. 

The  gentieman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Olat) 
asked,  if  banks  are  necessary  for  collecting  the 
public  revenues,  why  give  them  any  other 
power?  The  answer  is,  that  it  is  the  essential 
nature  of  banks,  which  renders  them  so  pecu- 
liarly fit  to  collect  the  revenues.  The  mer^ 
chants,  whose  bonds  are  lodged  in  the  banks  for 
collection,  are  also  borrowers  of  money  from 
the  banks;  and  if  they  fail  of  paying  their 
bonds,  as  they  become  due,  their  credit  will 
fail;  they  can  obtain  no  more  loans  until  their 
bonds  are  paid.  This  has  just  been  presented 
to  our  view,  in  the  most  striking  manner,  by 
my  colleague. 

"To  borrow  money,"  is  another  of  the  great 
powers  expressly  vested  in  Oongress.  And  in 
this,  as  in  the  power  first  considered,  no  mode 
of  borrowing  being  prescribed  in  the  constitu- 
tion, Oongress  are  to  devise  and  provide  the 
means  in  their  judgment  most  sure,  expeditious, 
and  ample,  to  obtain  loans.  And  thfii  was  one 
of  the  great  objects  for  which  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  originally  incorporated.  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  near  me,  (Mr,  Brent,) 
and  the  gentieman  frt)m  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Tatlob,)  have,  in  very  forcible  language,  dis- 
played the  impolicy  of  depending  on  State 
banks  or  individuals  for  loans,  in  public  emer- 
gencies. At  such  times,  these  banks  and  indi- 
viduals may  be  most  hardly  pressed  by  their 
usual  customers.  To  suffer  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  to  dissolve,  and  to  have  recourse 
to  State  banks,  will  be  so  far  going  back  to  the 
condition  of  the  United  States  under  the  arti 
des  of  Oonfederation,  when  our  Union  was  but 
a  rope  of  sand.  When  the  pressure  of  the  Rev- 
olutionary war  was  over,  indeed,  while  that 
pressure  remained,  Oongress  in  vain  made  re- 
quisitions on  the  individual  States;  no  money, 
or  none  in  any  measure  adequate  to  the  pubUo 
exigencies,  could  be  obtuned.  After  the  war, 
when  the  public  treasury  was  empty.  Oongress 
importuned— implored  the  States,  individually, 
to  grant  the  power  to  raise  a  revenue  horn 
commerce,  to  defray  the  current  expenses  of 
the  General  Grovernment,  and  to  fulfil  the  pub- 
lic obligations,  but  the  power  could  not  be  ob- 
tained. States,  deriving  large  revenues  from 
oommOTce,  chose  to  retain  them  for  their  own 
treasuries. 

It  was  this  helpless,  forlorn  condition  of  our 
country,  which  forcibly  convinced  the  nation  of 
the  necessity  of  forming  a  new  system  of  Gov- 
ernment:  and  our  present  Government  was  the 
fruit  of  that  necessity. 

*'To  regulate  commerce"  is  a  third  great 
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power  vested  in  Congress.  And  it  is  conoeived 
that  the  exercise  of  any  power  well  adapted  to 
give  safety,  feoility,  and  prosperity  to  com- 
merce, mnst  he  comprised  in  the  power  to  reg- 
nlate  it.  Hence  the  erecting  ot  light-honses 
has  heen  mentioned  as  an  instance  in  which  an 
implied  power,  incidental  to  the  regulating  of 
commerce,  has  heen  exercised.  Bnt  it  has  heen 
said  that  this  power  is  expressly  given  in  an- 
other part  of  the  constitution ;  that  hy  which 
Congress  is  vested  with  exdnsive  legislation 
over  the  district  which  is  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment, and  over  places  ceded  to  the  United 
States  "for  the  erection  of  forts,  magazines, 
arsenals,  dock-yards,  and  other  needfdl  hnild- 
ings."  But  if  we  had  no  commerce,  no  navi- 
gation, light-houses  would  not  he  ^^  needful 
Duildings,"  they  would  he  of  no  use  whatever. 
Hence  it  is  dear  that  they  have  a  direct  relation 
to  commerce  and  to  notiiing  else;  and,  there- 
fore, the  erectiug  of  them  is  properly  adduced 
as  an  instance  of  the  exercise  of  a  power  im- 
plied in  the  general  express  power  to  regulate 
commerce. 

The  safety  and  facility  of  commercial  opera- 
tions was  also  greatly  to  he  promoted  hy  means 
of  a  general  currency  which  should  have  equal 
credit  throughout  the  Union.  This  has  heen 
accomplished  hy  the  notes  issued  from  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  under  the  authority  of 
Congress,  exercising  the  power  incidental  to 
that  of  regulating  commerce.^ 

A  fourth  great  power,  which  I  mentioned 
to  have  heen  vested  in  Congress,  is  that  of 
"making  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  re- 
specting the  territory  and  other  property  of  the 
United  States."  This  "other  property"  con- 
sists partly  of  money.  And,  as  Congress  have 
power  to  make  any  regulations  concerning  it 
which  are  needfhl,  that  is,  which  may,  in  their 
opinion,  hest  promote  the  general  welfare,  this 
money  may  he  (as  some  of  it  has  heen)  vested 
in  hank  stock ;  and  with  the  truest  regard  to 
its  safety  and  good  management,  in  the  stock 
of  a  hank  erected  hy  Congress,  of  which  they 
may  have  a  suitahle  inspection;  and  where  it 
may  safely  deposit  the  puhlic  revenues,  there 
to  await  the  puhlic  demand ;  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  usefully  aid  those  hanking  operations 
which  give  facility  to  commerce  and  to  puhlic 
loans. 

But  as  an  evidence  that  the  constitutionality 
of  the  act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  was  at  least  douhtftd,  we  have  heen 
told  by  tlie  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr. 
Smith,)  that  President  Washington  doubted ; 
that  his  mind  was  in  suspense  to  the  last  mo- 
ment, when  the  act  was  to  be  approved  or  dis- 
approved. That  while  the  then  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  f  Mr.  Hamilton,)  a  very  great 
man,  mdntainea  the  constitutional  power  of 
Congress  to  erect  that  bank,  another  man,  (Mr. 
Jeiferson,)  equally  great,  then  Secretary  of  State, 
and  the  Attorney-General,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  a 
distinguished  lawyer,  maintained  the  contrary 
doctrine — ^that  Congress  had  not  that  power. 


It  is  tnie,  sir,  that  Washington,  oaatioiis  and 
drcumspect  beyond  any  man  I  ever  knew,  did 
suspend  his  dedraon  to  the  last  day  allowed  him 
hy  the  constitution.  The  confidence  witib  whidi 
the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Attorney-Gen- 
eral supported  their  opinions  on  this  question, 
was  sumdent  to  excite  in  the  IVendent  the 
greatest  caution.  Both  were  lawyers,  and  they 
raised  many  legal  objections.  The  written  opin- 
ions of  these  gentlemen  were  (as  I  have  been 
well  informed)  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  two  days  before  it  was 
necessary  for  the  President  to  decide.  And  the 
reasoning  of  Mr.  HamiltoiL  in  his  written  argu- 
ment, enabled  the  Presiaent  to  decide  with 
satisfaction ;  with  a  full  conviction  of  the  con- 
Btitntionality  of  the  act 

The  following  are  some  of  the  objections  ci- 
fered  by  the  Secretary  of  State:  He  said— 
"that  the  proposed  incorporation  (of  the  bank) 
undertakes  to  create  certain  capacities,  proper- 
ties, or  attributes,  which  are  agsunst  the  laws 
of  alienage,  descents,  escheat  and  forfeiture^ 
distribution,  and  monopoly.  And  that  notliiog 
but  a  necessity,  invindole  by  other  means,  can 
Justify  such  a  prostration  of  laws  which  con- 
stitute the  pillars  of  our  whole  system  of  juris- 
grudence,  and  are  the  foundation  laws  <Mf  the 
tate  governments."  Washinffton,  sir,  was  not 
a  lawyer,  and  who  can  wonder  that  his  fiiir 
mind  was  alarmed  by  such  a  solemn  dedara- 
tion?  That  it  was  kept  in  suspense  by  the 
assertion,  that  the  act  for  establishing  the  bank 
would  overturn  the  pillars  of  our  whole  system 
of  jurisprudence,  and  the  foundation  laws  of 
the  State  governments!  But,  sir,  it  required 
only  the  knowledge  of  a  lawyer  at  once  to  over- 
turn these  objections.  T^e  following  are  some 
of  the  renulrks  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury : 
"  K  these  are  truly  the  foundation  laws  of  m 
several  States,  then  have  most  of  them  subvert- 
ed their  own  foundations.  For  ^ere  b  scarody 
one  of  them  which  has  not,  since  the  establish- 
ment of  its  particular  constitution,  made  mate- 
rial alterations  in  some  of  those  branches  of  its 
jurisprudence^  especially  the  law  of  descents. 
But  it  is  not  conceived  how  any  thing  can  be 
called  the  fundamental  law  of  a  State  govern- 
ment which  is  not  established  in  its  coDstitii- 
tion,  unalterable  by  its  ordinary  legislature." 

"To  erect  a  corporation,  is  to  snbstatate  a 
legal  or  artificial  for  a  natural  person;  and, 
where  a  number  are  concerned,  to  give  them 
individuality.  To  that  legal  or  ardfidal  person, 
once  created,  the  common  law  of  every  State, 
of  itself  annexes  all  those  incidents  and  attri- 
butes which  are  represented  as  a  proetratioa  of 
the  main  pillars  of  their  Juri«>mdenoe.  It  la 
certamly  not  accurate  to  say,  that  the  erection 
of  a  corporation  is  against  those  different  heads 
of  the  State  laws ;  because  it  is  rather  to  create 
a  kind  of  person,  or  entity,  to  whidi  they  are 
inapplicable,  and  to  which  the  general  role  of 
those  laws  assigns  a  different  regimen.  The 
laws  of  alienage  cannot  apply  to  an  artifictid 
person,  because  it  can  have  no  country.    Those 
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of  descent  cannot  apply  to  it,  because  it  can 
have  no  heirs.  Those  of  escheat  are  foreign 
from  it,  for  the  same  reason.  Those  of  forfeit- 
ure, becaose  it  cannot  commit  a  crime.  Those 
ci  distribntion^  beoanse,  though  it  may  be  dis- 
Eolved,  it  cannot  die.^'  Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  add 
a  few  explanations.  Bj  the  laws  of  most,  per- 
haps of  all  the  States,  aliens  are  not  permitted 
to  hold  real  estate ;  but  in  all  the^  are  free  to 
hold  personal  property  of  every  kmd,  and  par- 
ticnlarly  bank  stock.  The  law  of  escheat  re- 
lates to  the  property  of  a  citizen  who  dies  with- 
out heirs,  near  or  remot^  and  without  a  will 
In  such  case  his  property  falls  to  tiie  State.  But 
instances  of  escheat  do  not  occur  perhaps  twice 
in  a  century  in  any  State,  and,  consequently,  is 
of  trifling  moment.  Although  a  corporation 
cannot  commit  a  crime^  it  may  violate  the  rules 
prescribed  in  the  law  tor  its  establishment,  and 
thus  incor  an  immediate  fbrfeitnre  of  its  charter. 
Or,  if  for  such  a  violation  of  its  fundamental 
law,  or  any  mismanagement  of  the  institution 
to  the  public  injury,  its  charter  be  not  forthwith 
taken  away,  the  State  may  refuse  to  renew  it. 
As  to  the  law  of  distributioD,  that  operates 
when  a  person  dies  intestate.  But  though  a 
corporation  cannot  die,  yet  the  individuals  to 
whom  its  property  belongs  will  die ;  and  their 
bank  property,  equally  with  their  other  prop- 
erty, becomes  liable  to  the  law  of  distribution. 

One  of  the  ii\jurious  consequences  of  destroy- 
ing the  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  been 
stated  to  be,  the  withdrawing  of  seven  millions 
of  dollars  from  the  active  capital  of  the  United 
States^  and  transmitting  it  to  Europe,  where 
that  portion  of  the  bank  stock  is  owned.  To 
this  it  has  been  answered,  by  the  opposers  of 
the  bank,  that  these  millions  will  not  be  with- 
drawn, but  transferred  from  the  United  States* 
Bank  to  banks  of  the  several  States.  How 
then,  mr,  shall  we  get  rid  of  that  dangerous  in- 
fluMice  of  foreign  stockholders  which  the  same 
gentlemen  mm  as  a  reason  for  not  renewing 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  ? 
Sir,  it  18  weU  known  that  money  in  Europe  is 
less  valuable  than  iu  the  United  States.  That 
m<meyed  men  there  are  glad  to  loan  their  mo- 
ney at  an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  or  less, 
while  in  these  States  the  legal  interest  is  six  per 
cent.  And  a  multitude  of  our  citizens  nnd 
their  account  in  employing  that  foreign  capital, 
paying  an  interest  of  six  percent.,  by  which,  in 
the  conrse  of  trade,  they  gain  ten,  fifteen,  or 
twaity  per  cent ;  that  foreign  capital,  in  the 
hands  of  our  merchants,  has  resembled  the  ^ve 
and  the  ten  talents,  wherewith  they  have  gun- 
ed  other  five  and  other  ten  talents. 

The  distresses  which  wiD  follow  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  especially 
in  the  great  commercial  cities,  have  been^orci- 
bly  deacribed  in  the  plain  testimonies  of  the 
ooomiittee  of  mechanics  and  manufactusers  from 
Philadelphia — a  committee  selected  wholly  from 
the  democratic  party;  distresses  which  were 
sufficient  to  move  a  heart  of  stone.  And  why 
ehonld  this  bank  be  dissolved?  It  has  been 
V<MU  IV.— 20 


said  that  the  State  banks  are  competent  to  all 
the  necessary  operations  of  the  general  benk. 
If  the  contrary  had  not  been  shown,  it  might 
be  answered,  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
was  incorporated  when  there  were  only  three 
banks  in  the  United  States ;  one  in  Philadelphia, 
one  in  New  York,  and  one  in  Boston.  I^iese 
were  inadequate  to  the  necessities  and  accom- 
modation of  the  Gtoeral  Government  and  of 
the  citizens.  To  supply  this  deficiency,  it  was 
necessary  to  erect  the  National  Bank ;  and  the 
dignity,  honor,  good  faith,  and  credit  of  the 
United  States  stand  pledged  for  the  renewal  ot 
its  charter.  The  institution  having  been  well 
conducted,  and  found  in  the  highest  degree  use- 
ful and  beneficial  to  Government,  and  to  the 
citizens  at  large,  it  ought  to  be  continued.  In* 
dividual  citizens  and  foreisners  Became  stock- 
holders on  a  well-groimded  expectation  of  the 
stability  of  the  Government.  It  was  in  this 
just  expectation  that  foreigners.  Englishmen, 
purchased  of  our  Government,  itself  its  remain- 
ing shares  of  the  public  stock  in  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States^  and  at  an  advance  of  forty- 
five  per  cent. ;  so  that,  for  every  hundred  dol- 
lars Laid  out  by  the  Gk)vemment  in  the  purchase 
of  bank  shares,  the  United  States  received  of 
these  foreigners  one  hundred  and  forty-five 
dollars.  Aud  how  was  it  possible  for  these 
foreigners  to  conceive  the  Government  capable 
of  destroying  the  work  of  its  own  hands,  and 
of  reducing  tiieir  property  to  one  hundred  dol- 
lars a  share,  for  ^icn,  but  eight  years  before, 
they  had  paid  the  same  Grovemment  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-five  dollars? 


Wkdnisdat,  February  20. 
JBanhqfthe  United  3taU$. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tiie  bill  to  amend  and  continue  in  force 
an  act,  entitied  **  An  act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,^ 
passed  on  the  26th  day  of  February,  1791. 

Mr.  CsAWPOBD  said  he  regretted  extremely, 
that  at  so  late  an  honr,  he  was  constrained  to 
throw  himself  upon  the  indulgence  of  the  Sen- 
ate, especially  as  the  subject  was  so  much  ex- 
hausted by  the  able  and  animated  discusdons 
whidi  had  for  so  many  days  attracted  their  at- 
tention. Before  I  enter  upon  the  few  remarks 
which  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  make  in  reply  to  the 
numerous  comments  which  have  been  made 
upon  the  observations  which  I  had  the  honor  to 
submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  at 
tl^e  commencement  of  this  discussion,  permit 
me,  »r,  to  acknowledge  the  liberality  and  indul- 
gence with  which  those  observations  have  been 
generally  treated.  In  the  conrse  of  the  few  ob- 
servations to  which  I  intend  to  confine  myself,  it 
shall  be  my  endeavor  to  exercise  that  indulgence 
towards  others  which  has  been  extended  to  me. 
The  gentieman  firom  Kentucky  (Mr.  Olat)  oom- 

{>lains  of  the  committee,  because  they  have 
istened  to  the  representations  of  two  delega- 
tions from  the  city  of  Philadelphia  who  pre- 
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sented  memorials  to  the  Senate,  who  referred 
them  to  the  committee;  and  because  the  com- 
mittee have,  in  his  opinion,  given  an  adventi- 
tious importance  to  their  represelitations,  bj  the 
minnteness  and  by  the  poipp  and  parade  with 
which  ihey  have  been  detailed  to  the  Senate. 
It  will  be  recollected  that  the  committee  did 
not  seek  the  post  which  has  been  assigned 
them  by  the  Senate,  nor  did  they  desert  it  after 
it  was  assigned  to  them.  The  object  of  refer- 
ring petitions  to  committees  is  to  collect  that 
information  which  the  Senate  ouffht  to  have 
before  it  acts,  and  which  in  its  collective  capa- 
cit^y  it  cannot  obtain.  It  has  always  been  the 
practice  of  committees  to  permit  the  petitioners 
to  be  present  at  their  meetings,  to  make  such 
explanations,  and  to  give  such  information  touch- 
ing the  subject  of  tifieir  petition,  as  they  think 
connected  with  it.  It  is  the  duty  of  committees 
to  detail  to  the  Senate  the  information  which 
they  collect,  to  enable  the  members  to  take  a 
full  view  of  the  subject  ^pon  which  they  are 
called  upon  to  act.  The  committee  in  the 
present  case  has  done  all  this,  and  it  has  done 
nothing  more.  Had  it  pursued  a  different  course 
it  would  have  justly  subjected  itself  to  the  ani- 
madversions of  the  Senate.  To  the  informar 
tion  collected  by  the  committee  from  these  dele- 
gations, and  laid  before  the  Senate,  my  friend 
from  Maryland  (Mr.  Smith)  has  opposed  a  state- 
ment of  facts,  and  his  opinion  founded  upon 
those  facts.  As  the  situation  and  talents  of  that 
gentleman  entitle  his  statements  and  opinions 
to  great  weight ;  as  it  is  more  than  probable 
that  the  votes  of  several  members  will  ulti- 
mately rest  upon  the  weight  of  his  authority, 
my  honorable  friend  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Smith) 
wUl  pardon  me  if  I  should  examine  his  observa- 
tions rather  according  to  the  rules  of  evidence, 
than  those  of  logic.  In  making  this  declara- 
tion I  wish  to  be  explicitly  understood,  as  ex- 
cluding every  idea  of  charging  that  gentleman 
with  having  made  statements  which  he  did  not 
believe,  or  with  having  given  opinions  he  did 
not  entertain.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  he 
sincerely  believes  in  the  correctness  of  his  state- 
ments, and  in  the  accuracy  of  his  opinions ;  but 
i^  in  the  course  of  my  observations,  I  shall 
prove  incontestably  that  he  is  mistaken  in  some 
of  his  statements  and  opinions,  it  will  teach  the 
Senate  the  necessity  of  weighing  the  remainder 
of  them  with  great  circumspection.  If  I  shsJl 
be  able  to  show  that  he  is  mistaken  in  a  caae, 
the  evidence  of  which  is  matter  of  record,  tibat 
circumstance  alone  will  induce  the  Senate  to 
r^ect  all  idea  of  receiving  his  statements  and 
opinions  with  implicit  confidence. 
'  The  gentleman  from  Maryland  has  stated  sev- 
eral cases  in  which  the  State  banks,  and  the 
banks  of  this  Territory  have  accommodated  the 
Government  where  the  United  States  had  re- 
fhsed.  The  cases  stated  prove  nothing,  and 
ought  to  have  no  influence  with  this  Govern- 
ment in  establishing  a  permanent  system  of  rev- 
enue. If  the  State  and  Territorid  banks  have 
iipon  several  ocoasiona  received  the  bUls  of 


other  State  banks  to  accommodate  the  Govern- 
ment, it  was  because  it  suited  their  convenieiioe 
at  the  time.  It  was  a  mere  temporary  transac- 
tion, and  forms  an  exception  to  the  ffenenl 
rule.  The  charter  of  no  bank  in  the  United 
States  compels  them  to  take  the  paper  of  other 
banks,  and  whether  they  do  receive  them  or 
not  will  depend  upon  contingent  circumstances, 
or  upon  whim  and  caprice.  No  reliance,  there- 
fore, ought  to  be  placed  upon  the  duration  of 
any  regulation  which  is  not  enforced  by  thor 
charters.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland  thinks 
that  the  United  States  wlQ  have  the  same  in- 
fluence over  the  State  banks  that  it  has  had, 
and  will  have  over  that  of  the  United  States. 
If  he  is  correct  as  to  the  extent  of  that  influence^ 
his  conclusion  may  be  correctly  drawn.  But, 
sir,  is  it  true  that  the  National  Government  has 
no  other  influence  over  this  bank  than  that 
which  can  be  produced  by  withdrawing  of  its 
deposits  ?  If  it  is  so,  then  it  must  be  admitt<>d 
that  the  United  States  will  have  the  same  in- 
fluence over  the  State  banks  that  they  will  have 
over  one  of  their  own  creation,  because  they 
can  as  easily  withdraw  their  deposits  frt>m  thie 
one  as  the  other.  But,  sir,  the  United  States 
have  an  influence  over  the  Bank,  of  the  United 
States^  which  is  wholly  independent  o^  and  un- 
connected with,  the  right  of  withdrawing  their 
deposits  from  its  vaults.  The  bank  is  depend- 
ent on  them  for  its  exbtence.  By  renewing 
the  charter  for  short  periods  of  time  you  create 
a  state  of  dependency  upon  the  Government, 
which  will  at  all  times  make  the  bank  com- 
pletely subservient  to  all  the  legitimate  ol^ects 
for  which  it  was  created.  How,  sir,  is  it  with 
the  State  banks?  Upon  whom  are  they  de- 
pendent for  legal  existence  and  for  length  of 
days?  Upon  the  State  Governments.  Sappose 
the  authority  from  which  they  derive  their  ex- 
istence shoidd  place  itself  in  oppositioQ  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States ;  and  snppoea 
that  this  state  of  hostility  should  hi^>pen  a  year 
or  two  before  the  time  at  which  their  charters 
were  to  expire,  and  the  State  Legislature  dbould 
direct  them  to  hold  the  deposit  of  public  mo- 
neys agunst  the  demand  of  the  National  Got- 
ment,  what  course  would  they  pursue  under 
such  circumstances?  Sir,  the  case  whidi  I 
have  stated  is  not  a  mere  possible  case.  The 
history  of  several  of  the  large  influential  States 
proves  that  this  state  of  hostility,  which  I  have 
supposed,  is  not  an  imaginary  one.  Make  your- 
selves dependent  upon  the  State  banks  for  the 
collection  and  transmission  of  your  revenue,  and 
that  opposition,  which  has  but  seldom  happen- 
ed, will  become  more  frequent  Their  di^osi- 
tion  to  control  the  operations  of  the  National 
Government  wiU  increase  with  every  increase 
of  the  means  of  annoyance,  which  the  folly  and 
improvidence  of  Congress  may  throw  into  their 
hands.  For  whose  benefit,  sir,  is  the  Govern- 
ment to  strip  itself  of  this  right,  so  essential  for 
the  due  administration  of  its  finances  ?  Is  it  for 
the  benefit  of  th«  great  mass  of  the  Amerioan 
people  ?    No ;  not  one  in  a  hundred  of  them 
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have  any  interest  in  the  State  banks.  They  feel 
DO  interest  in  the  question ;  their  tme  interest 
is  more  effectually  sabserred  by  the  operations 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  than  it  can 
ponibly  be  by  the  State  banks.  This  bank 
affcNrds  them  a  portable  onrrenoy  which  is  of 
equal  valne  in  every  part  of  the  United  States, 
while  the  credit  and  currency  of  the  State  banks 
islocaL 

It  is  impossible  to  resist  the  conviction  that 
the  prompt  and  secure  collection  of  our  revenue 
19  principally  owing  to  the  influence  of  the  bank. 
But,  sir,  the  bank  has  another  direct  influence 
upon  ^e  collection  of  your  revenue.  By  the 
rules  established  in  the  bank  at  Philadelphia, 
every  person  whose  bond  to  the  Government  is 
depoated  there,  fans  a  right,  upon  getting  an 
addidomd  endorser,  to  daizn  a  discount  for  half 
of  the  amount  of  his  bond,  and  the  part  so  dis- 
counted is  immediately  carried  to  the  credit  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  bank  takes  iroon  it- 
self the  risk  of  the  ultimate  collection.  In  this 
way,  sir,  one-half  of  the  bond  is  collected  at 
the  sole  risk  of  the  bank,  without  any  possibil- 
ity of  loss  on  the  part  of  Government.  And 
yet,  sir,  it  is  contended  that  the  bank  has  noth- 
ing to  do  with  the  collection  of  the  public  rev- 
enue. The  gentleman  from  Maryland  says 
that  the  scarcity  of  money,  and  the  alarm  and 
dismay  which  the  delegation  of  mechanics  had 
represented  as  existing  in  Philadelphia,  could 
not  be  ^e  efi^t  of  the  contraction  of  discounts 
by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States^  because  that 
bank,  as  well  as  the  State  banks,  are  going  on 
with  their  ordinary  discounts.  This  is  true,  but 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  has  forgotten 
that  this  delegation  stated  that  the  bank,  upon 
the  rejection  of  their  memorial  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  had  contracted  their  discounts, 
and  that  a  correspondent  contraction  had  taken 
place  in  the  discounts  of  the  State  banks  which 
had  produced  the  pressure ;  and  that  the  pres- 
sure had  spread  alarm  and  dismay  through  the 
city.  That  before  they  left  the  dty,  the  direct- 
ors of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  come 
to  an  nnderstandiug  with  the  directors  of  the 
State  banks,  aU  of  whom  had  determined  to  re- 
sume and  continue  their  ordinary  discounts  until 
the  last  hour.  Notwithstanding  the  banks  had 
resumed  their  discounts,  the  panic  which  had 
been  produced  did  not  cease,  and  the  scarcity 
of  money,  and  the  distrust  which  had  taken 
place,  stUl  continue  to  exist  in  Philadelphia. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  admits  ex- 
pressly that  the  transmission  of  your  public 
money  for  the  payment  of  the  Army  and  Navy 
must  be  effected  through  the  agency  of  banks, 
but  contends  that  that  object  can  be  effected  as 
wdl  by  the  State  banks  as  by  a  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  My  friend  from  Kentucky  QILt. 
Pops)  said,  that  the  great  characteristic  differ- 
ence between  the  present  Gk>vemment  and  that 
which  existed  under  the  old  articles  of  confed- 
eration, is,  that  the  present  Government  has 
within  itself  the  means  of  executiog  its  own 
measures,  without  relying  upon, the  State  gov- 


ernments ;  whereas  the  old  Congress  had  to  rely 
upon  the  States  for  the  execution  of  the  meas- 
ures which  it  had  previously  devised  and  adopted. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland,  in  spedking 
oi  the  means  which  had  been  resorted  to,  to 
procure  the  renewal  of  the  charter,  says  tJiat 
we  have  not  procured  memorials  to  be  present- 
ed to  Congress  praying  that  the  charter  might 
not  be  renewed — we  have  not  procured  pamph- 
lets to  be  written,  published,  and  laid  upon  the 
tables  of  members,  proving  tne  unconstitutional- 
ity and  inutility  of  the  bank — ^we  have  not  im- 
posed upon  the  credulity  of  fabnest  mechanics 
and  manufacturers,  and  by  that  means  procur- 
ed delegations  to  be  sent  to  pray  for  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  bank  memorial.  Surely,  sir,  the 
gentleman  did  not  by  these  declarations  mean 
to  insinuate  that  any  one  of  those  gentlemen 
who  support  the  bill  upon  your  table,  have  had 
any  agency  in  procuring  any  application  to  be 
made  in  favor  of  the  bank.  I  know  that  gen- 
tleman^s  respect  for  himself;  his  respect  for  the 
Senate  ;  his  respect  for  the  individual  members 
of  this  body,  as  well  as  his  respect  for  the  gene- 
ral rules  of  propriety,  exclude  the  possibility  of 
his  making  such  an  insinuation.  [Mr.  Sifms 
explained,  by  saying,  I  exclude  every  idea  of 
such  an  insinuation.]  Sir,  I  will  tell  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Maryland,  what  has  been 
done  by  those  who  are  opposed  to  the  renewal 
of  the  charter.  I  do  not  mean  the  members  of 
the  Senate  who  are  opposed  to  it,  but  those  who 
have  attempted  to  inflame  public  opinion  upon 
this  question.  Letters,  sir,  have  been  written 
from  this  place  to  induce  the  State  Legislaturee 
to  instruct  their  members  to  oppose  the  re- 
newal of  the  charter  of  the  bank.  I  will  ask 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland  whether 
he  does  not  know  t^t  letters  have  been  written 
for  that  purpose  f 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  has  said,  and 
I  am  extremely  sorry  that  he  has,  that  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  had  their  agents  in  this 
city  for  two  sesnons,  intriguing  with  members 
of  Congress  to  obtain  a  renewal  of  their  cha^ 
ter.  I  can  assure  that  gentleman  that  I  have 
had  as  little  to  do  with  the  agents  of  the  bank 
as  he  has  had.  I^  sir,  I  was  disposed  to  retort 
upon  those  who  are  opposed  to  the  renewal  of 
the  charter,  I  would  aak,  if  they  have  not  seen 
published  in  the  democratic  papers  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Maryland,  and  Virginia,  extracts  of  letters 
said  to  be  written  in  the  City  of  Washington, 
charging  the  members  of  Congress  who  are  in  fa- 
vor of  it  with  being  bribed  and  corrupted,  and 
with  being  disposed  to  sell  the  sovereignty  of  the 
nation  to  British  capitalists?  Have  they  not 
seen,  in  the  same  papers,  conversations  detailed 
with  great  minuteness,  which  it  is  pretended 
have  passed  between  members  of  Congress,  cal- 
culate to  excite  public  odium  and  indignation 
against  the  friends  of  the  bill  now  under  con- 
sideration ?  Sir,  I  will  not  for  a  moment  in- 
dulge an  idea  titiat  these  letters  have  been  writ- 
ten or  these  conversations  detailed  by  any 
member  of  this  body.    The  idea  that  such  has 
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been  the  fact  is  too  humUiatiDg,  too  degrading, 
not  only  to  this  honorable  body,  but  to  human 
nature  itself;  to  be  entertained  but  for  a  moment. 
And  yet,  sir,  the  author  of  a  charge,  as  base  as 
it  is  false,  against  my  honorable  friend  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Pope,)  has,  day  after  day,  occu- 
pied a  seat  in  a  gallery  of  the  Senate,  to  which 
no  person  has  a  right  of  access,  but  by  an  intro- 
duction of  one  of  the  members  of  this  body. 
Sir,  the  highway  robber,  when  compared  with 
the  infamous  fabrieator  of  this  base  attempt  to 
assassinate  the  reputation  of  this  honorable 
member,  becomes  a  virtuous  and  estimable 
character.  Such,  sir,  has  been  the  warfare 
which  has  been  waged  against  the  renewal  of 
the  charter.  Denunciations  and  charges  of 
political  apostacy  are  the  measures  by  which 
we  have  been  assailed  fh)m  without  and  from 
within.  Sir,  I  have  shown  that  the  bank  ques- 
tion was  no  party  question  in  its  origin — ^that  it 
was  a  question  upon  which  an  honest  difference 
of  opinion  always  has  existed,  and  does  now 
exist.  And,  shaU  I  be  charged  with  deserting 
the  8tandu*d  of  tiie  people,  while  I  am  treading 
in  the  footsteps  of  the  great  Father  of  hia 
Country? 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Smith) 
has  said  that  he  understood  that  a  proposition 
was  made  in  the  Federal  Oonvention  to  vest 
Congress  with  power  to  create  oorporationa 
generally  and  without  limitation.  Had  I  been 
a  member  of  that  convention,  I  should  most 
certainly  have  voted  against  the  proposition, 
because  it  would  have  been  unreasonable. 
Why  should  such  a  power  have  been  delegated  f 
Not  certainly  as  necessary  to  toecute  the  del- 
egiM;ed  powers^  because  they  are  very  limited 
— a  general  power  to  create  corporations  would 
have  enabled  Congress  to  have  created  them 
ad  libitum  where  there  was  no  possible  re- 
lation between  them  and  any  one  of  the  del- 
egated powers.  The  vote  upon  the  incorporat- 
ing tiie  bank  proves  that  if  such  a  proposition 
hA  been  submitted,  it  must  have  been  r^ected 
under  a  conviction  that  the  power  to  create 
corporations  is  incident  to  such  of  the  general 
powers  as  might  require  an  act  of  incorpora- 
tion completely  to  execute  them,  and  fairly 
vested  by  the  constitution  in  Congress;  because 
ten  of  the  members  of  that  convention  were  in 
Congress,  and  voted  for  that  bill — ^because  (Gen- 
eral washinoton  signed  that  bill,  because  the 
ooJy  member  of  that  convention  now  in  Con- 
gress voted  for  the  bill  and  is  now  in  favor  of 
renewing  the  charter;  and  because  there  were 
but  eight  members  of  .that  convention  in  Con- 
gress who  voted  against  it 

Mr.  President,  I  will  now  proceed  to  examine 
the  objections  which  have  been  offered  to  the 
construction  which  I  have  c^ven  to  several 
clauses  of  the  constitution.  In  the  observations 
which  I  made  upon  this  part  of  the  question 
when  I  was  up  before,  I  endeavored  to  prove 
that  every  construction  that  had  been  given  to 
this  instrument,  upon  the  idea  of  its  being  per- 
fect, was  likely  to  be  erroneond.    The  gentie- 


man  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Giubs)  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Whitzsidk)  still  view 
it  as  a  model  of  perfection.  They  are  oertunly 
at  liberty  still  to  entertain  that  opinion.  Every 
man  has  a  right  to  erect  his  idol  in  this  land  of 
liberty,  and  to  fall  downand  worship  it  accord- 
ing to  the  dictates  of  his  own  oonsdenoe.  I 
endeavored  also  to  prove,  that  if  we  ^>|4ied 
the  same  rule  of  construction  to  that  clause  of 
the  constitution  from  which  we  endeavor  to  de- 
rive the  right  to  create  a  bank,  which  has  been 
applied  to  that  from  which  the  power  to  erect 
a  light-house' has  been  derived,  the  constitn- 
tiontd  difficulty  at  once  disappears.  Until  my 
friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Giles)  and  my  friend 
from  Tennessee  (Mr.  AimxBSON)  had  otherwise 
declared,  I  had  always  understood  the  right  to 
erect  light-houses  had  been  exercised  as  inci- 
dental to  the  power  to  regulate  commerce.  It 
seems,  however,  that  I  am  mistaken,  and  that 
this  right  is  incidental  to  that  clause  which  gives 
Congress  the  right  to  exercise  exclusive  legis- 
lation in  certain  places.  The  danse  reads  in 
the  following  words : 


**To  exercise  exclusive  leg^ation  in  all 
whatsoever,  over  such  district  (not  exceeding  ten 
miles  square)  as  may,  by  cession  of  pardcnlar  States, 
and  the  acceptance  of  Coxigress,  become  the  seat  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  to  exercise 
like  authority  over  all  places  purchased  by  the  con- 
sent of  the  Legislatare  of  the  State  in  whidi  the 
same  shall  be,  for  the  erection  of  forts,  magaabei, 
arsenals,  dock-yards,  and  other  needfhl  buildings,*' 

&C. 

Now,  says  my  friend  from  Tennessee,  this 
clause  gives  the  right  to  erect  dockyards;  and 
as  dockyards^ust  be  on  the  seacoast,  therefore 
Congress  has  the  right  to  erect  lightr-honsesi 
because  tiiey  must  also  be  on  the  seacoast 
This  argument  is  extremely  logical,  nay,  syllo- 
gistical,  in  form,  but  it  is  extremely  illogi(^  in 
substance.  The  conclusion  drawn  from  the 
premises,  is  as  necessary,  as  though  I  were  to 
say,  that  because  two  and  two  makes  four, 
therefore  five  and  &ye  makes  twelve.  The  ocm- 
dunon  in  the  latter  case  is  as  necessary  as  in  the 
former.  But  my  honorable  Mend,  fixnn  Yir- 
ginia  (Mr.  Giuts)  derives  it  from  the  anthority 
^ven  in  this  dause^  to  erect  other  needful  bnild- 
ings.  But  the  question  recurs,  needful  for  what  t 
Why,  certainly,  for  the  purposes  before  speeSfed. 
What  are  they  ?  Forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  imd 
dockyards.  If  this  clause  gives  any  authority 
to  erect  forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  and  dock- 
yards, the  otner  needftd  buildings  spoken  of 
must  be  needful  for  the  specified  purposes.  I 
should  suppose  that  no  man,  who  spends  only  a 
few  days  in  this  dty,  can  be  at  a  toss  to  deter* 
mine  what  is  oompi^ended  under  the  term 
*^  other  needful  buildings."  Let  him  go  to  the 
dodn^ard,  nicknamed  a  navy-yard  in  thk  dty, 
and  he  will  there  find  a  little  town  of  ^  other 
needftd  buildings"  in  the  words  of  the  constitu- 
tion. But,  sb,  I  deny  that  this  dauae  of  the 
constitution  expressly  gives  any  right,  but  that 
of  exercising  exdusive  legislation  in  the  places 
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to  be  accepted  or  parchased  for  the  pnrpoee 
therein  specified.  The  right  to  erect  forts, 
magazines,  and  arsenals,  iafairlj  incidental  to  the 
flight  of  declaring  war,  and  of  raising  armies; 
Wd  the  right  to  erect  dockyards  is  fairly  ind- 
fdental  to  the  rig^t  of  providing  and  maintain- 
ing a  navy.  But  if  for  the  sake  of  argument  I 
should  admit  that  the  right  to  erect  forts,  &c., 
is  given  in  this  clause,how  can  it  be  proved 
that  the  right  to  erect  a  light-house  is  also  given  ? 
Forts^  magazines,  arsenals,  and  dockyards,  are 
enumerated,  and  as  the  constitution  says  that 
all  powers  not  expressly  given  are  retained, 
if  the  right  to  erect  forts^  magazines,  &c,  is 
given  in  this  clause,  most  clearly  the  right  to 
erect  light-houses  is  retained  by  the  States,  be- 
cause it  IB  not  to  be  found  in  the  enumeration 
contained  in  the  clause.  When  I  had  the  honor 
of  addressing  the  Senate  before  I  questioned 
the  authority  of  the  State  governments  to 
create  banks ;  I  then  stated,  and  I  again  explicit- 
ly state,  that  it  is  with  reluctance  that  I  have 
felt  it  my  duty  to  make  any  inquiry  into  the 
ooD8titnti<Nial  right  of  the  State  governments 
to  incorporate  l^nks.  The  State  Legislatures 
oa^t  to  havetecoUected  the  Spanish  proverb, 
which  says  that  those  who  live  in  glass-houses 
ought  not  to  throw  stones.  Before  they  under- 
tone to  qnestion  the  constitutional  authority  of 
Congress,  they  ought  to  have  thoroughly  ex- 
amined the  foundation  upon  which  their  own 
right  rested.  The  honorable  gentleman  from 
Vii^ginia  (Mr.  Giles)  says  that  the  construction 
which  I  have  given  to  that  part  of  the  constitu- 
tion which  prohibits  the  States  from  emitting 
bills  of  credit,  would  apply  equsjly  to  promis- 
sory notes  given  by  one  individual  to  another 
under  the  laws  of  a  State,  as  to  a  bank  bill. 
Permit  me  to  inquire  of  that  gentleman  whether 
he  ever  saw  a  law  authorizing  one  man  to  give 
another  his  promissory  note  ?  He  may  seardi 
the  pandects  of  Justinian ;  he  may  turn  over 
the  leaves  of  the  musty  volumes  written  upon 
the  eommon  law,  from  the  days  of  Braoton  and 
Fleta  down  to  the  present  day,  and  his  search 
will  be  in  vain.  For  the  riffht  to  make  con- 
tracts, the  right  to  give  jHromissory  notes,  is  an- 
tecedent to,  and  independent  of  all  municipal 
law.  The  gentleman  will  find  laws  and  deci- 
AQDB  in  abandancCi  regulating  the  effect  of  en- 
donements  and  other  collateral  drcumstances, 
and  prescribing  the  manner  of  enforcing  the 
payment  of  promissory  notes,  but  he  will  never 
find  a  law  giving  the  right  to  execute  the  promis- 
sory note.  But  it  is  said  that  the  bills  of  credit, 
which  the  States  are  prohibited  from  emitting, 
must  be  bills  of  credit  emitted  on  the  credit  of 
the  State.  If  this  distinction  should  be  weU 
fonnd^  many  of  the  State  banks  are  still  sub- 
ject to  the  charge  of  unconstitutionality,  be- 
cause in  many  of  them  the  States  are  directly 
interested,  and  wherever  that  is  the  case,  their 
hank  bUls  are  bills  of  credit  emitted  on  the  credit 
of  the  State.  But  the  correctness  of  this  dis- 
tinction may  well  be  denied,  because  the  re- 
striction IS  as  general  as  it  could  possibly  be 


made.  But  it  is  said  that  this  restriction  applies 
only  to  bills  of  credit  which  are  made  a  legal 
tender  in  the  payment  of  debts;  that  bills  of 
credit,  designated  in  the  constitution,  are  ex  «i 
termitU  a  legal  tender.  For  the  correctness  of 
this  en)osition,  an  appeal  is  made  to  the  restric- 
tion which  immediately  follows  it,  which  re- 
strains the  right  of  the  States  to  make  any 
thing  but  gold  and  silver  a  legal  tender  in  the 
payment  of  debts.  It  appears  to  me  that  the 
latter  restriction  exduaes  most  emphatically 
the  construction  contended  for.  If  the  States 
are  prohibited  from  emitting  bills  of  credit,  it 
would  have  been,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  whoUy 
nugatory  to  say  they  should  not  make  them  a 
le^  tender.  If  the  bills  are  not  emitted,  it  is 
impossible  that  they  can  be  made  a  legal  tender. 
To  suppose  that  the  restriction  upon  tike  right  of 
the  States  to  make  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver 
le^  tender  has  any  connection  with  or  influence 
upon  the  restriction  to  emit  bills  of  credit,  is  as 
absurd  as  to  suppose  that  the  Decalogue,  after 
having  declared  that  *'thou  shalt  do  no  mur- 
der," should  have  added,  but,  if  you  will  mur- 
der, you  shall  not  rob  and  strike  the  dead. 
The  construction  of  the  restraint  upon  the 
right  to  make  any  thing  but  gold  or  silver  a  ten- 
der, is  that  they  shall  not  make  specific  artides^ 
as  tobacco  or  cotton,  a  tender,  as  was  the  case 
in  some  of  the  States. 

But  it  is  said  that  the  history  of  the  States 
will  show  that  the  bills  of  credit  specified  in  the 
constitution  were  those  only  which  were  a  legal 
tender  in  the  payment  of  debts.  Let  us  ex- 
amine this  point,  according  to  the  rule  of  con- 
struction applied  to  another  clause  in  the  con- 
stitution by  a  hirge  majority  of  both  Houses  of 
Congress  during  die  present  session.  Another 
clause  in  the  constitution  gives  Congress  the 
power  to  admit  new  States  into  the  Union 
under  two  limitations:  1st.  That  no  new  State 
shall  be  formed  within  the  limits  of  any  State 
without  the  consent  of  the  State;  and,  2d. 
That  no  new  State  should  be  formed  by  tiie 
Junction  of  two  or  more  States  without  the 
consent  of  such  States,  and  also  of  Congress. 
These  linutations  prove  that  the  formation  of 
new  States,  within  the  limits  of  the  United 
States,  was  in  view  of  the  convention  at  the 
time  that  this  clause  was  adopted;  and  the 
subsequent  dause,  which  gives  Congress  the 
power  to  make  rules  for  the  government  of  its 
Territories,  proves  that  these  Territories  were 
at  that  moment  under  consideration.  In  ad- 
dition to  these  reasons  for  believing  that,  the 
framers  of  the  constitution  had  no  idea  of  form- 
ing new  States,  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United 
States,  those  who  were  opposed  to  the  admisdon 
of  Orleans  as  a  State  contended  that  the  history 
of  the  United  States  proves  that  the  power  to 
erect  new  States  and  admit  them  into  the  Union 
was  intended  to  be  confined  to  new  States 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States  at  the 
formation  of  the  constitution,  and  that  a  dif- 
ferent construction  would  disparage  the  rights 
of  the  original  States,  and,  of  course,  be  a  vio- 
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lation  of  the  oonstitntion.  What  reply  did  the 
majority  of  Congress  give  to  this  train  of  rea- 
soning ?  They  said  that  the  right  to  admit  new 
States  cannot  be  snbjeot  to  any  other  limitations 
or  restrictions  than  those  which  are  contained 
in  the  clause  which  gives  the  right,  and  as  there 
is  no  restriction  npon  the  right  to  erect  new 
States  without  the  then  limits  of  the  United 
States,  Congress  have  an  unlimited  right  to 
erect  and  admit  them  into  the  Union.  Let  ns 
apply  the  same  rule  of  construction  to  the  re- 
striction of  the  right  of  the  States  to  emit  bills 
of  credit.  The  restriction  is  a  general  one ;  it 
has  no  exceptions;  and  every  attempt  to  make 
exceptions  ought  to  be  repelled  by  the  answer 
whion  was  given  to  those  who  opposed  the  right 
of  Congress  to  admit  the  Territory  of  Orleans 
into  the  Union  as  a  State.  The  construction  I 
have  contended  for  gains  additional  weight 
when  we  consider  the  restricdon  which  im- 
mediately precedes  that  under  consideration. 
No  State  shall  coin  money,  emit  bills  of  credit, 
&c.  Bills  of  credit  are  but  the  representatives 
of  money.  The  constitution  gives  Congress  the 
right  to  coin  money,  and  to  regulate  its  value. 
It  takes  from  the  States  the  right  to  coin  money 
and  to  emit  biils  of  credit.  Why  give  to  Con- 
gress the  right  to  coin  money  and  r^^ate  its 
value?  Because  the  interest  of  the  nation  re- 
quires that  the  current  coin  of  the  nation  should 
be  uniform  both  as  to  its  species  and  value.  If 
this  is  the  true  reason  why  the  right  of  coining 
money  and  fixing  its  value  was  given  to  Con- 
gress, does  not  the  right  to  issue  that  which  is 
to  be  the  representative  of  this  coin ;  which,  in 
fact,  is  to  usurp  its  place;  which  is  to  be  the 
real  currency  of  the  nation,  necessarily  belong 
to  Congress?  Does  not  the  right  to  ereate  a 
bank,  which  shall  issue  this  representative  of 
money,  come  within  the  same  reason?  I  t^ink 
it  does. 

To  the  fervid  imagination  of  my  friend  firom 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clat,)  this  power  to  create  a 
bank  appears  to  be  more  terrific  than  was  the 
lever  of  Archimedes  to  the  frightened  imagina- 
tion of  the  Romans,  when  they  beheld  their 
galleys  suddenly  lifted  up  and  whirled  about  in 
the  air,  and  in  a  moment  plunged  into  the 
bosom  of  the  ocean.  Are  these  apprehensions 
founded  in  reason,  or  are  they  the  chimeras  of  a 
fervid  and  perturbed  imagination  ?  What  lim- 
itation does  the  constitution  contain  upon  the 
power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  imposts,  duties, 
and  excises?  None  but  that  they  shall  be  uni- 
form; which  is  no  linutation  of  the  amount 
which  they  can  lay  and  ooUect  What  limita- 
tion does  it  contam  upon  the  power  to  raise  and 
support  armies  ?  None  other  than  that  appro- 
pnations  shfdl  not  be  made  for  a  longer  term 
than  two  years.  What  restriction  is  to  be  found 
in  it  upon  the  ri^  to  provide  and  maintain  a 
navy  ?  None.  What  upon  the  right  to  declare 
war  and  make  peace?  None,  none.  Thus  the 
constitution  gives  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  unlimited  power  over  your  purses 
—unlimited  power  to  raise  armies  and  provide 


navies — ^unlimited  power  to  make  war  and 
peace,  and  you  are  alarmed ;  you  are  terrified 
at  the  power  to  create  a  bank  to  ud  it  in  the 
management  of  its  fiscal  operations.  Sir,  noth- 
ing short  of  my  most  profoand  re^>ect  for 
honorable  gentlemen,  who  have  fr^tened 
themselves  with  this  bugbear,  oould  induce  me 
to  treat  the  subject  seriously.  GetitkMmen  have 
said  that  they  are  alarmed  at  the  exercise  of  this 
power,  and  I  am  bound  to  believe  them.  Sir, 
after  giving  Congress  the  right  to  noake  war 
and  peace ;  the  right  to  impose  taxes,  impost^ 
duties,  and  excises,  ad  Itbituvi;  the  right  to 
raise  and  support  armies  without  restriction  as 
to  number  or  term  of  service ;  tlie  ri^t  to 
provide  and  maintain  a  navy  without  a  limita- 
tion, I  cannot  bring  myself  to  tremble  at  the 
exercise  of  a  power  incidental  to  only  one  of 
these  tremendous  grants  of  power.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clat)  contends 
that  we  have  attempted  to  give  a  degree  of 
weight  and  force  to  what  we  are  pleased  to  caH 
precedents,  to  which  they  would  not  be  entitled 
in  those  tribunak  firom  which  we  derive  aD 
our  ideas  of  precedents.  I  am  happy  to  find 
that  my  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Giub)  agrees 
with  me  in  opinion  upon  this  sul^ject.  Indeed 
the  principal  difference  between  that  gendeman 
and  myself  is  ccmfined  to  the  question  of  ex- 
pedience. He  thinks  that  the  constmction  whidi 
has  been  given  to  the  constitution  ou^t  to  be 
considered  as  conclusive:  and  that  great  in- 
convenience will  be  prodnoed  by  nnsettliiig 
what  ought  to  be  considered  as  finally  aettiedand 
acyudged. 

Sir,  I  have  closed  the  observations  wlueh  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  make  in  reply  to  tiie 
comments  which  have  been  made  upon  the  re- 
marks which  I  had  previously  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  this  honorable  body.  U,  sir, 
I  preferred  my  political  standing  in  the  State 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  (and,  sir, 
I  do  not  profess  to  have  any  out  of  it)  to  the 
public  welfare,  I  should  rejoice  at  the  sncoeai 
of  the  motion  which  has  been  made  by  the 
honorable  gentieman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Aar- 
DBBSON.)  But,  sir,  as  I  believe  the  pnblio  wel- 
fare infinitely  more  important  than  any  fleeting 
popularity  which  an  individual  like  mysdtf  can 
expect  to  eivjoy.  I  shall  meet  sincerely  regret 
the  success  of  that  motion,  ^r,  I  have  9$id 
but  littie  about  the  degree  of  distress  which 
will  flow  from  the  dissolution  of  the  bank,  be- 
cause I  have  not  that  kind  of  evidence  w^ch 
would  enable  me  to  judge  of  it  with  any  degree 
of  accuracy.  The  convulsed  state  of  the  Eoro- 
pean  nations;  the  immense  losses  which  oar 
conomerce  has  sustained  by  tiie  operation  of  the 
decrees  and  orders  of  the  tyrants  of  the  land 
and  the  ocean,  imperiously  admoniah  us  to  be- 
ware of  making  untried  and  dangerous  experi- 
ments. By  supportmg  tins  institution,  the  tot- 
tering credit  of  the  commercial  claas  of  yoor 
citizens  may  be  upheld,  until  the  storm  shall 
have  passed  over.  By  overturning  this  great 
moneyed  institution  at  the  present  orisia^  you 
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maj  draw  down  to  imdiBtmgmished  ruin  thou- 
'  Bands  of  jonr  nnfortnnate  and  unoffending  fel- 
low-citizens. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  striking  ont 
the  first  section  of  the  hill,  Tequivalent  to  a  re- 
jection,) when  it  appeared  tnat  there  were  for 
the  motion  IT,  against  it  IT,  as  follows: 

Tkas. — ^Bfestn.  Andenon,  CampbeD,  Clay,  Cntta, 
Fimklin,  Gaillaid,  Germao,  Giles,  Gregg,  Lambert, 
Lab,  Matfaewsoo,  Reed,  Kobinaoo,  Smith  of  Mary- 
IsDd,  Whiteiide,  and  WortbiiigtoD. 

Kat&— Mesars.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Brent,  Ghamplin, 
Condit,  Crawford,  Dana,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey, 
liqyd,  Pickering,  Pope,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait, 
Taylor,  and  Turner. 

The  Senate  bemg  equally  dirided,  it  became 
the  ^Qtj  of  the  Yios  President  to  decide  the 
question  hj  his  vote;  previonsly  to  which  he 
made  the  following  observations : 

GKBTLBMnr :  As  tiie  mbject  on  which  I  am  called 
t^xm  to  decide  has  excited  great  sensibility,  I  mnst 
solicit  the  indnlgenoe  of  the  Senate  while  I  briefly 
state  the  reasons  which  influence  my  judgment. 

Pennit  me  to  observe,  that  the  qnestion  to  be  de- 
ddfid  does  not  depend  simply  npon  the  right  of  Con- 
gress to  establish  under  any  modification  a  bank,  bnt 
upon  their  power  to  establish  a  National  Bank,  as 
eontemplated  by  tiiis  bilL  In  other  words,  can  they 
create  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  not  constituting 
a  part  of  the  Government,  nor  otherwise  responsible 
to  It  bat  by  forfeitore  of  charter,  and  bestow  on  its 
memben  privileges,  immunities,  and  exemptions  not 
recognised  by  the  laws  of  the  States,  nor  enjoyed  by 
the  citizens  generally?  It  cannot  be  doubted  but 
that  Congress  may  pass  all  necessary  and  proper  laws 
for  canying  into  execution  the  powers  specifically 
granfesd  to  the  Government,  or  to  any  department  or 
r  tiioreof ;  bat,  in  doing  so,  the  means  mnst  be 
and  subordinate  to  the  end.  The  power  to 
\  ooiporatianB  is  not  expressly  granted ;  it  is  a 
high  attribute  of  sovereignty,  and  in  its  nature  not 
accessorial  or  derivative  by  implication,  but  primary 
and  independent 

I  cannot  believe  that  this  interpretation  of  the 
constitution  wiH,  in  any  degree,  defeat  the  purposes 
fi»r  which  it  was  formed.  On  the  contrary,  it  does 
i^ipear  to  me,  that  the  opposite  exposition  has  an  in- 
evitable tendency  to  consolidation,  and  aAuds  just 
and  serioiDS  cause  of  alarm. 

In  the  course  of  a  long  life  I  have  found  that  Gov- 
ernment is  not  to  be  strengthened  by  an  assumption 
of  donhtful  powers,  but  by  a  wise  andenenretic  exe- 
eation  of  those  which  are  incontestible  ;  the  former 
never  fails  to  produce  suspicion  and  distrust,  while  the 
latter  inspires  respect  and  confidence. 

a,  however,  after  a  fair  experiment,  the  powers 
vested  in  the  Government  shall  be  found  incompetent 
to  the  attainment  of  the  objects  for  which  it  was  in- 
stituted, the  constitution  happily  furnishes  the  means 
lor  remedying  the  evil  by  amendment,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  in  such  event  on  an  appeal  to  the  patriot- 
ism and  good  sense  of  the  community  it  will  be  wisely 
applied* 

I  will  not  trespass  upon  the  patience  of  the  Senate 
any  longer  than  to  say,  from  the  best  examination  I 
have  been  able  to  give  the  subject,  I  am  constrained 
by  a  sense  of  duty  to  decide  in  the  affirmative — that 
is,  that  the  first  section  of  the  biUbe  stricken  out. 


Satitbdat,  March  2. 

Bank  of  the  United  States, 

Mr.  Glat,  from  the  committee  to  whom  waa 
referred,  on  the  25th  February,  the  memorial  of 
the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  praying  that  an  act  of  Congress  might 
be  passed  to  continne  the  corporate  powers  of 
the  bank  for  a  farther  period,  to  enable  it  to 
settie  snch  of  its  concerns  as  may  he  depending 
on  the  8d  of  March,  1811,  made  the  following 
report: 

That  your  committee  have  duly  weighed  the  con- 
tents of  the  memorial,  and  deliberately  attended  to 
such  explanations  of  the  views  of  the  memorialists  as 
they  have  thought  proper  to  present  through  their 
agents.  That,  holding  the  opinion  (as  a  majority  of 
the  committee  do)  that  the  constitution  did  not  au- 
thorize Congress  originally  to  grant  the  charter,  it 
fbllows,  as  a  necessary  consequence  of  that  opinion, 
that  an  extension  of  it,  even  under  the  restrictions 
contemplated  by  the  stockholders,  is  equally  repug- 
nant to  the  constitation.  But,  if  it  were  possible  to 
surmount  this  fimdamental  objection,  and  if  that  rule 
which  forbids,  during  the  same  session  of  the  Senate, 
the  re-agitation  of  a  proposition  once  decided,  were 
disregarded,  your  committee  would  still  be  at  a  loss 
to  find  any  sufficient  reasons  for  prolonging  the  polit- 
ical existence  of  the  corporation  for  uie  purpose  of 
winding  up  its  affiiirs.  For,  as  it  respects  tiie  body 
itself^  it  is  believed  that  the  existing  laws,  through 
the  instrumentality  of  a  trust  properly  constituted, 
afibrd  as  ample  means  as  a  qualified  continuance  of 
the  charter  would,  for  the  liquidation  of  its  accounts, 
and  the  collection  and  final  distribution  of  its  funds. 
But  should  any  inconvenience  be  experienced  on  this 
subject,  the  committee  are  persuaded  it  will  be  very 
partial,  and  such  as  the  State  authorities,  upon  proper 
application,  would  not  fail  to  provide  a  competent 
remedy  for.  And,  in  relation  to  the  community,  if 
the  corporation,  stripped  of  its  banking  powers,  were 
to  fulfil  bona  Jide  the  duty  of  closing  its  affiiirs,  your 
committee  cannot  see  that  any  material  advantage 
would  be  derived.  Whilst,  on  the  contrary,  if  it  should 
not  so  act^  bat  should  avail  itself  of  the  temporaiy 
prolongation,  in  order  to  efibct  a  more  durable  exten- 
sion of  its  charter,  it  might  in  its  operations  become 
a  serious  scooige. 

Your  committee  are  happy  to  say  that  they  learn, 
from  a  satisfacUny  source,  that  uie  apprehensions 
which  were  indulged,  as  to  the  distress  resulting  fVom 
a  non-renewal  of  tiie  chaiter,  are  far  from  being  real- 
ised in  Philadelphia,  to  which  their  information  has 
been  confined.  It  was  long  since  obrious  that  the 
vacuum,  in  the  circulation  of  the  country,  which  was 
to  be  produced  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  paper  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  would  be  filled  by  paper 
issuing  from  other  bank&  This  operation  is  now  ac- 
tually going  on.  The  paper  of  the  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  is  rapidly  returning,  and  that  of  other  banks 
is  taking  its  place.  The  ability  to  enlaxge  their  ac- 
commodations is  proportionatdy  enhanoed ;  and  when 
it  shall  be  further  increased  by  a  removal  into  their 
vaults  of  those  deposits  which  are  in  the  possession 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  injurious  effects 
of  a  dissolution  of  the  ooiporation  will  be  found  to 
contist  in  an  accelerated  disclosure  of  the  actus!  con- 
dition of  those  who  have  been  supported  by  the  cre- 
dit of  others,  but  whose  insolvent  or  tottering  sitaa- 
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tion,  known  to  tiie  bank,  hu  been  concealed  from  the 
public  at  laige. 

Your  committee  beg  leave,  to  present  the  following 
:  leaolntlon : 

Jtetohed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Cladm  of  General  WUhinton. 

Mr.  Bkadlbt,  from  the  oommittee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  General  James 
Wilkinson,  praying  to  be  remunerated  for  mon- 
eys disburseid  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
made  the  following  report : 

That  the  said  Wilkinson  has  exhibited  to  them 
ehdms  against  the  United  States,  to  the  amount  of 
eleven  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars  and  ninety- 
six  cents.  It  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the 
documents  and  proofs  produced  by  the  petitioner  to 
explain  and  support  his  claim  against  the  public,  that, 
of  the  above  sum,  $6,719  73  are  claimed  for  his  dis- 
bursements and  expenses  incuired  pending  Bun's 
conspiracy ;  |2,560  paid  for  a  tract  of  land  for  the 
public  service,  now  occupied  by  the  trooj^  on  the 
Missouri  river,  near  its  mouth ;  $450,  the  amount  of 
Ids  passage  from  Baltimore  to  Charleston,  when  or- 
dered on  extra  duty  by  the  President ;  and  $2,181  23, 
for  losses  of  property  sustained  by  his  sudden  trans- 
fer Gcom  St  Louis,  where  he  was  exercising  the  func- 
tions of  a  civil  magistrate,  to  the  Sabine,  for  the 
purpose  of  directing  the  aims  of  the  nation  against 
an  invading  force  of  the  Spaniards. 

Your  committee  have  no  hesitancy  in  saying  that 
many  of  the  charges  appear  to  be  legal  and  founded 
in  justice,  and  may  furnish  a  proper  set  off  against 
the  balance  opposed  to  him  by  the  War  Department, 
and  that  the  residue  are  entitled  to  equitable  consid- 
eration; but,  from  the  shortness  of  the  time,  and  the 
pressure  of  buamess  before  the  expiration  of  the  ses- 
sion, your  committee  cannot  find  leisure  to  form  that 
delibOTate  and  clear  judgment  on  the  merits  of  the 
several  items  which  justice  to  the  petitioner  and  to 
the  public  require ;  they,  therefore^  beg  leave  to  o£Eer 
the  fbUowing  resolution : 


Readved,  That  the  ftirOier  consideration  of  tba 
petition  of  General  James  Wilkinson,  together  with 
the  accompanying  documents,  be  pos^toned  to  the 
next  meeting  of  Congress. 

The  report  and  SfCcompanyiiig  docamento 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  a^joomed  to  6  o^dook  this  eyen- 
ing. 

Sunday  Eyemhto,  6  o'dodk,  March  8. 
A^^owmmewt, 

JSe9ohedj  That  Messrs.  TusinEB  and  OomxT 
be  a  committee  on  ihQ  part  of  the  Senate,  wiib 
saoh  committee  9s  the  Honse  of  Representatires 
may  join,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  notify  him,  that,  nnless  he  may  hare 
any  farther  communications  to  make  to  t£e  two 
Honses  of  Congress,  they  are  ready  to  ad- 
journ, 

Order^  That  the  ScGretary  acquaint  the 
House  of  Representatives  therewith,  and  re- 
quest the  appointment  of  a  committee  on  their 
part 

A  message  firom  the  House  of  Bepreeentatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  concur  in 
the  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joiiit 
committee  to  wait  upon  the  President  or  the 
United  States,  and  notify  him  of  the  intoided 
recess,  and  have  appointed  a  committee  on  their 
part. 

Mr.  TuBKEB,  from  the  joint  committee,  re- 
ported that  they  had  waited  upon  the  F^dait 
of  the  United  States,  who  informed  them  that 
he  had  no  further  communications  to  make  to 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secreta^  aotify  the  House 
of  Bepresentatiyes  that  the  Senate,  having  fin- 
i^ed  tiie  business  before  themy  are  about  to 
adjourn.  Whereupon,  the  Pbbsidsht  a4joiini- 
ed  the  Senate  without  day. 


PROCEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE, 

m  SECRET  SESSION,  AT  THK  THIRD  SESSION  OF  THE  ELEVENTH  CX)N6RE88. 


Thubbdat,  January  8, 1811. 

The  following  confidential  Message  was  re- 
ceived from  the  Pbisidbnt  or  the  Ubitbd 
States,  hy  Mr.  Edward  Coles,  his  Secretary : 
To  ihe  Senate  and  House  of 

RepreettUatioet  of  the  United  States : 

1  communicate  to  Congress,  in  confidence,  a  letter 
of  the  2d  of  December,  from  Governor  Folch,  of  West 
Florida,  to  the  Secretary  of  State ;  and  another,  of 
the  same  date,  from  the  same,  to  John  McEee. 

I  comfnnnicate,  in  like  manner,  a  letter  from  the 
British  Charg6  d* Affaires  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
with  the  aiiswer  of  the  latter.  Although  the  letter 
cannot  have  been  written  in  consequence  of  any  in- 
stmction  from  the  British  Government,  foonded  on 


the  late  order  for  taking  poesestioii  of  the  portion  of 
West  Florida  well  known  to  be  claimed  by  the  United 
States;  althongh  no  communication  has  ever  heea 
made  by  that  Government  to  this  of  any  stipolstioii 
with  Spain,  .contemplatmg  an  interposition  which 
might  so  materially  aSSoct  the  United  States;  and 
althongh  no  call  can  have  been  made  by  Spain,  in 
the  present  instance,  for  the  fulfilment  of  any  soch 
subsisting  engagement ;  yet  tlie  spirit  and  scope  of 
the  document,  with  the  accredited  sonzce  from  which 
it  proceeds,  required  that  it  should  not  be  withheld 
from  the  consideration  of  Congress. 

Taking  into  view  the  tenor  of  these  several  coib- 
munications,  the  posture  of  things  with  which  they 
are  connected,  the  intimate  relation  of  the  country 
adjoining  the  United  States^  eastward  of  tlw  nrer 
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Pcrdido,  to  their  secwily  and  tnuiqaillity,  and  the 
peeoliar  interest  thej  otherwiae  have  in  its  deatinj,  I 
noommend  to  the  consideration  of  Congreas^  the  sea- 
■onableness  of  a  declaration  that  the  United  States 
conld  not  see,  without  serions  inqoietade,  any  part 
of  a  neighboring  territoiy,  in  which  they  have,  in 
different^espeets,  so  deep  and  so  jnst  a  conoem,  pass 
from  the  hands  of  Spain  into  tliose  of  anj  other 
nreign  power. 

I  ceoommend  to  thehr  consideration,  also,  the  ex- 
pediency of  authorising  the  Executive  to  take  tem- 
porary possession  of  any  part  or  parts  of  the  said 
territoiy,  in  pnrsoanoe  of  arrangements  which  may 
be  desired  by  the  Spanish  aothorities ;  and  fi>r  mak- 
ing provisKHi  for  the  goVemment  of  the  same,  during 
saeh  possession. 

The  wisdom  of  Congress  will,  at  the  same  time,  de* 
termine  how  far  it  may  be  expedient  to  provide  for  the 
event  of  a  subversion  of  the  Spanish  authorities  with- 
in the  territoiy  in  question,  and  an  apprehended  oo- 
capmofDj  thereof  by  any  other  foreign  power. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

W^flHiHonMr,  Jmmry  8»  181 1. 

The  Message  was  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Ciat, 

Baolved^  That  the  Message  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  of  this  day,  which 
has  been  Just  read,  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee, with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
vise. 

Mr.  Clat,  Mr.  Cbawvobd,  Mr.  Bbadi.et,  Mr. 
Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  Ajtdxbson,  were 
^pointed  the  committee. 


Monday,  January  T. 
Mr.  Glat,  from  the  committee,  appointed  the 
Sd  instant,  on  the  confidential  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  rep<M:tod  a  cb- 
daration  and  bill  to  enable  the  I^resident  of  the 
United  States  to  take  possession  of  the  country 
lying  east  of  the  Perdido,  and  south  of  the  State 
of  Georgia  and  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and 
for  other  purposes;  which  were  read,  and  nass- 
ed  to  a  second  read&:ig. 

TuBBDAT,  January  8. 

The  hm  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  take  possession  of  the  country  lyinff 
east  of  the  Perdido,  and  south  of  the  State  of 
Georgia  and  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  for 
other  purposes,  was  read  the  second  time ;  and, 
on  motion  hy  Mr.  Clay,  it  was  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Batabi>,  to  amend  the 
hin,  hy  striking  out  of  the  first  section  thereof 
the  words,  '*In  the  event  of  such  arrangement 
for  that  purpose  as  shall  have  been  made  with 
the  local  authority  whidi  may  then  exist;"  and, 
in  lieu  thereof,  to  insert  the  words,  ^*In  case  an 
arrangement  has  been  or  shall  be  made  with 
the  local  authority  of  the  said  territory  for  de- 
livering up  the  possession  of  the  same  to  the 
United  States:'' 

On  motion,  bv  Mr.  Giucak,  a  division  of  the 
^oestioii  was  called  for :  and  the  question  being 


put  on  striking  out,  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  inserting 
the  proposed  amendment,  and  determiDed  in 
the  affirmative — ^yeas  20,  nays  12,  as  follows : 

Ybas. — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Brent,  Camp- 
bell, Condit,  Giawford,  Franklin,  German,  Gregg, 
Lambert,  Lloyd,  Mathewaon,  Pickering,  Pope,  Reed, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  Yoik,  Tait,  Taylor, 
and  Worthington. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bradley,  Champlin,  Clay,  Cntts, 
Dana,  Gaillard,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Leib, 
Robinson,  and  Whiteside. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Batabd,  it  was  agreed  to 
amend  the  fourth  section  of  the  bill,  by  insert- 
ing, after  the  word  "  enacted,"  the  words, 
^^  That  in  case  possession  of  the  territory  afore- 
said shall  be  obtained  by  the  United  States,  as 
aforesaid." 


WsDNESDAT,  January  9. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  enable  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  take  possession  of  the  territory 
lying  east  of  the  Perdido,  and  south  of  the  State 
of  Georgia  and  the  MissiBsippi  Territory,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Cult,  it  was  agreed  further 
to  amend  the  bill,  by  adding  to  the  first  section 
the  remainder  of  the  original  second  section ; 
and  by  adopting  the  original  third  and  fourth 
sections,  as  the  second  and  third  sections  of  the 
bill ;  and  having  gone  through  the  amendments, 
the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  ac- 
cordingly. 

On  the  question,  ^  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time,  as  amended  ?'Mt  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Andbbson  submitted  the  following  mo* 
tion: 

Eeaohedy  That  the  snbject-matter  of  the  bill,  enti- 
tled *<  An  act  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  take  possession  of  the  conntiy  lying  east  of 
the  Perdido,  and  sonth  of  the  State  of  Georgia  and 
the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes," 
be  kept  inviolably  secret  by  the  members  of  the  Sen- 
ate, nntn  the  Senate  shall,  by  theur  resolution,  take 
off  the  izynnctioa  of  secrecy. 

Which  was  read;  and  on  the  question  to 
agree  thereto,  it  was  determined  in  the  affinna- 
tive— yeas  20,  nays  6,  as  follows : 

Yea& — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bradley,  Brent,  Clay, 
Crawford,  Cntts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Gilman,  Gregg, 
Lambert,  Leib,  Pope,  Reed,  Robmson,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Tait,  Taylor,  Whiteside,  and  Worthmg- 
ton. 

Nats. — ^Messr&  Bayard,  Champlin,  Dana,  Good- 
rich, Lloyd,  and  Pickering. 

Mr.  CuTTS,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  last  mentioned,  correctly  engrossed. 

A  confidential  message  was  received  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  by  Mr.  Montoombkt 
and  Mr.  Outts,  two  members  of  that  body, 
with  the  following  resolution,  in  which  they 
a^  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate : 
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GOMOBBSS  or  THB  UNITED  SXATBB, 

In  Hofue  of  Jteprt$entcUiveaj  Jan.  8,  1811. 

TftUng  into  view  the  present  state  of  the  world, 
the  peculiar  sitaation  of  Spain  and  of  the  American 
prorinoea,  and  the  intimate  relation  of  the  territory 
eastward  of  the  riyer  Perdido,  adjoining  the  United 
States,  to  their  seonritj  and  tranquillity  :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  andHouge  of  RepreaenUttivee 
of  the  UnUed  States  of  America  m  Congress  assembled, 
That  the  United  States  cannot  see,  with  indifSwence, 
any  part  of  tiie  Spanish  provinces,  adjoining  the  said 
States,  eaatwaid  of  the  river  Perdido,  pass  from  the 
hands  of  Spain  into  those  of  any  other  foreign  power. 

The  reeolntlon  was  read,  and  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

Thubsday,  Jannary  10. 

So  it  was  Besolvedy  That  this  bill  do  pass,  and 
that  die  titie  tiiereof  be,  '^  An  act  to  enable  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  under  certain 
contingencies,  to  take  possession  of  the  country 
lying  east  of  the  river  Perdido,  and  south  of  the 
State  of  (Georgia  and  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
and  for  other  purooses." 

6n  motion,  by  Mr.  Olat, 

Rejoined,  That  a  committee  of  two  be  ap- 
pointed to  carry  the  said  bill  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatiyes,  and  ask  their  concurrence  therein. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Olat  and  Mr.  Batabd  be 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Olat  reported  that  the  committee  had 
performed  the  seryice  assigned  them. 


FsiDAT,  January  11. 
Mr.  AHDXBSOir,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed on  the  subject,  reported  the  confidential  res- 
olntion  from    the  Honse  of  Representatives, 
with  the  following  amendment : 

Strike  oat  all  the  words  after  the  word  'illie.'ant 
mentioned  in  tbe  first  Ium  of  the  rssolntkiik,  to  the 
end  thereof,  and  in  lien  thereof)  insert  *' pacaliar 
sitaation  of  Spain  and  of  her  American  provinces; 
and  considering  the  influBnoe  which  the  dertiay  of 
the  territoiy  adjoining  the  soathera  border  of  tbs 
United  States  may  have  npon  tfadr  aeenrity^  tfaa- 
qoilllty,  and  commerce;"  Therefore, 

Resolved  by  the  Senateand  Home  of  Rtpresad^uet 
of  the  United  States  of  Ameriea  m  Coi^rtss  asssmUei, 
That  the  United  States,  under  the  peculiar  drcum- 
stances  of  the  exiting  crisis,  cannot,  without  scriov 
inqnietade,  see  any  part  of  the  said  territoiy  pea 
into  the  hsjids  of  any  foreign  power ;  and  that  a  dns 
regard  to  their  own  safety  compels  them  to  proride, 
onder  certain  contingencies,  for  the  temporaiy  eoea- 
pation  of  the  said  tenritoiy ;  they,  at  the  same  time, 
declare  that  the  said  territory  shall,  in  their  hands, 
remain  sabject  to  a  fatore  negotiatioii. 

Which  report  was  read,  and  con^dered  as  in 
Oommittee  of  the  Whole;  and,  on  motion  to 
adopt  the  report,  a  division  of  the  question  was 
called  for  by  Mr.  Daka,  and  the  question  to 
strike  out  was  agreed  to,  and  the  amendment 
was  adopted;  and  the  President  reported  the 
resolution  to  the  House  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  resolution  pass  to  the  third 
reading,  as  amended. 
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ElEYENTH  CONGRESS-THIRD  SESSION. 


PBOGEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


THE    HOUSE   OP   REPRESENTATIVES. 


Monday,  Decembers,  1810. 
Thia  Wng  the  day  appointed  by  the  consti- 
tnliOD  for  the  ineetiDg  of  Congress,  the  follow- 
ing members  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
appeared  and  took  their  seats,  to  wit : 

F^nm  New  Bonfire    James  Wilson. 

Fhm  MatmehuMtU^Etekiei  Bacon,  William  Ely, 
and  Joseph  B.  Vamnm,  Speaker. 

Dram  Vermont — Samuel  Shaw. 

From  ComiecHcut—-Epujfiaoditaa  Champion,  Johq 
Davenport,  jr.,  Jonathan  0.  Moeely,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
jr.,  and  Benjamin  Tallmadge. 

fVom  New  ronb— James  Emotfc,  Jonaihaa  Fisk,' 
Robert  Le  Boy  Livingston,  Erastos  Root,  Thomas 
s^wnnutnm^  John  Thompsou,  Uii  Tracy,  and  Killian 
K.  Van  Rensselaer. 

f)rom  New  Jsrw^y— Adam  Boyd,  Jacob  Hnfty,  and 
Henry  Soathaid.  

/Vm  Pemujfhimiia — ^William  Anderson,  Da^id 
Bud,  Robert  Brown,  William  Crawford,  THlliam 
Findlay,  Daniel  Heister,  Aaron  Lyie,  William  MUnor, 
John  Rea,  Matthias  Richards,  Adam  Seybert,  John 
SmiBs,  George  Smith,  Samnel  Smith,  and  Robert 
Whitefam. 

/VoOT  JTofyZaml— Charles  Goldsborongh,  Alexan- 
der MeSm,  Philip  K  Key,  Aichibaldj  V  an  Home, 
Jbbn  Montgomery,  and  Niohdas  R.  Moore. 

Ihm  Virgmia — James  Breckiniidge,  William  A. 
Borwell,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Dawson,  David  S. 
Gartend,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson,  Goodwyn,  Jo- 
asph  Lewis,  jr.,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Roane^  and 
James  Stephenson. 

From  North  Cbrofina— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  James 
Cochran,  James  Holland,  Thomas  Kenan,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  Archibald  McBiyde,  Joseph  Pearson,  Richard 
Stanford,  and  John  Stanley. 

From  Sotah  Carotino— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  William 
Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Tay- 
kr,  and  Robert  Witherspoon, 

Fhm  Geoyyi»— William  W.  Bibb,  Howell  Cobb, 
and  George  M.  Troap. 

From  XMluciy— Joseph  Desha,  Richard  M  John- 
aon,  and  Samuel  McKee. 

From  Tenmeesee  Pleasant  M.  MUkr,  John  Rhea, 
and  Robert  Weakley. 

.FVvai  OAio— Jeremiah  Morrow. 

Several  new  members,  to  wit:  from  Oonnee- 
tacut,  Ebekbzeb  Huntinoton,  returned  to  serve 
in  the  place  of  Samuel  W.  Dana,  appointed  a 


Senator  of  the  United  States ;  from  New  Jer- 
sey, John  A.  Scuddbb,  in  the  place  of  James 
Oox,  deceased;  and  from  Maryland,  Robebt 
Wbight,  in  the  place  of  John  Brown,  resigned ; 
appeared,  produced  their  credentials,  were  quali- 
fied, and  took  their  seats. 

A  quorum,  consisting  of  a  mi\)ority  of  the 
whole  Hous€L  being  present,  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  waa  directed  to  acquaint  the  Senate 
therewith. 

.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  a  committee  was 
appointed  on  the  part  of  tne  House,  jointly 
with  the  committee  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  inform  him  that  a  quorum  of 
the  two  Houses  is  assembled,  and  ready  to  re- 
oeive  any  communications  he  may  be  pleased  to 
make  to  them. 

The  Clerk  of  the  House  was  directed  to  pro- 
cure newspapers  from  any  number  of  offices 
that  the  members  may  elect,  provided  that  the 
expense  do  not  exceed  the  amount  of  three 
daily  papers. 

llie  House  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow 
morning  eleven  o'dock. 


TuxsDAT,  December  4. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Massa- 
chusetts,   RiOHABD  CUTTS,  EbXNXZBB   SxAVXB, 

and  Chablbs  Tubnbb,  jr. ;  from  Rhode  Island, 
EusHA  B.  Potteb;  from  New  York,  Thomas 
B.  Gold;  fW)m  Pennsylvania^BoBBBT  Jxnxins ; 
and  from  Virginia,  Bubwxll  Bassxtt  and  John 
W.  Eppbs,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats  in 
the  House. 

A  new  member,  to  wit,  from  New  York, 
Samuxl  L.  Mitohiix,  returned  to  serve  in  the 
place  of  William  Denning^  resigned,  appeared, 
produced  his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat 

Jonathan  JxNNXNcn,  the  Delegate  from  the 
Indiana  Territorv,  and  Julian  Fotdbas,  the 
Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Orleans^  ap- 
peared, and  took  their  seats. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  ii^ormed  the 
House  that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  is  assembled, 
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and  ready  to  proceed  to  basiDess.  They  have 
appointed  a  comnoiittee  on  their  part,  Jointly 
with  the  oommittee  appointed  on  the  part  of  this 
House,  to  inform  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  that  a  qnornm  of  the  two  Houses  is  as- 
sembled, and  ready  to  receive  any  communi- 
cations that  he  may  be  pleased  to  make  to 
them. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  w^t  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  reported  that  the  committee  had  per- 
formed the  service  assigned  them,  and  that  the 
President  answered  that  he  would  make  a  com- 
munication to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  to- 
morrow at  twelve  oVlock. 


Wednesday,  December  5. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  New 
Hampshire,  Daniel  Blaisdell  and  John  0. 
Chambbblain  ;  from  Massachusetts,  J.  Quinoy, 
Sakuel  Taggart,  and  Labav  Whbaton;  from 
Vermont,  William  Chaicbebun,  Mabtdt  Ohtt- 
TENDEN,  and  Jonathan  H.  Hubbabd;  from 
Connecticut,  Lewis  B.  Stubges;  ft-om  New 
York,  Vincent  Matihews,  Pbteb  B.  Pobteb, 
and  Ebenezbb  Sage  ;  and  from  Bhode  Island, 
BiCHABD  Jackson,  jr.,  appeared,  and  took  their 
seats  in  the  House. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Pbbsident 
OF  THE  United  States,  which  was  read  at  the 
Clerk's  table. 

[For  this  Message  see  Senate  Proceedings  of 
this  date,  ante  page.] 

The  documents  accompanying  the  Message 
having  been  read,  in  part,  the  House  adjourned. 


Thubsdat,  December  6. 
The  Spbakeb  laid  before  the  House  certifi- 
cates of  the  election  of  Ebsnezbb  HuNnNoroK, 
of  Connecticut ;  John  A.  Sodddeb,  of  New  Jer- 
sey ;  BoBEBT  Wbight,  of  Maryland ;  and  Wil- 
liam MgEinlet,  returned  to  supply  the  vaoan<7 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  John  G.  Jack- 
son, of  Virginia;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Elections. 


Fbidat,  December  7. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  frt>m  New  Jersey, 
William  Helms,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  in 
the  HoBse ;  idso,  a  new  member,  to  wit,  fix)m 
Maryland,  Samuel  Binggold,  returned  to  serve 
in  the  place  of  Boger  Nelson,  resigned,  appeared, 
produced  his  credentials,  was  quidifieo,  and  took 
ms  seat  in  the  House. 


Monday,  December  10. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  fi^m  Massa- 
chusetts, Gideon  Gabdneb  ;  frt>m  New  York, 
Gubdon  S.  Mumvobd  ;  from  Pennsylvania,  John 
PoBTEB ;  frx)m  Virginia,  John  Love  and  Daniel 
Sheftey;  and  from  North  Carolina,  Lemuel 
Sawteb,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

The  Spbakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  certifi- 


cate of  the  election  of  Wiluam  T.  Babby, 
elected  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
resignation  of  Benjamin  Howard,  of  Kentucky ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions. 


Tuesday,  December  11. 
Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  New 
York,  Hebman  Eniokebbacebb  ;  from  Virginia, 
Edwin  Gbay  and  Jacob  Swoofb;  and  frt>m 
South  Carolina,  Bichabd  Wynn,  appeared,  and 
took  their  seats. 


Wednesday,  December  12. 
Two  other  members,  to  wit:   frx>m  North 
Carolina,    Meshaok  Fbanklin  and    Wiluam 
^Kennedy,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

Thubbday,  December  18. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Georgia, 
Dennis  Smelt,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat ;  also 
two  other  new  members,  to  wit:  Joseph  Al- 
len, from  Massachusetts,  in  the  place  of  Jabex 
Upham,  resigned,  and  Wiluam  T.  Babby,  from 
Kentucky,  in  the  place  of  Benjamin  Howard, 
resigned,  appeared,  were  qualified,  and  took 
their  seats. 

Apportumment  BilL 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  apportion  the  Bepre- 
Bontatives  according  to  the  third  enumenUioa 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

The  question  recurring  on  filling  the  blank 
with  the  number  of  souls  which  should  entitle 
to  a  Bepresentative — 

Mr.  Maoon  said  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  the  ratio  ought  to  be  fixed,  before  ttie  re- 
sult of  the  census  was  known.  He  had  no  ob* 
jection  to  a  moderate  increase  of  the  number  of 
members ;  if  they  amounted  to  so  many  that  one 
side  of  the  House  could  not  hear  the  other  side 
speak,  debate  was  at  end,  and  the  purposes  of 
deliberative  legislation  defeated.  He  ahonld  have 
liked  the  bill  better,  he  said,  if  it  had  declared 
that  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  should  here> 
after  consist  of  a  certain  number  of  membeni 
and  had  left  the  apportionment  then  to  be  made 
according  to  the  population.  On  the  sobjeotof 
electioneering,  he  said  it  became  him  at  least  to 
say,  that  that  portion  of  the  people  who  sent 
him  here,  had  not  been  concerned  in  it  What- 
ever might  have  been  liie  practice  elsewhereu 
so  far  as  concerned  his  constituents,  there  had 
been  no  going  about  or  haranguing.  And,  on 
the  subject  or  electioneering,  said  he,  wherever 
the  people  are  free,  there  will  be  electionemng. 
It  belongs  to  free  government  Possibly  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  countiy  mav  differ  as  to  the 
mode.  In  some,  men  go  themselves  aboot 
electioneering ;  in  others,  their  friends  do  it  for 
them.  In  some,  newspaper  publications  help 
an  election ;  in  otiiers,  iJiey  destroy  it  In  soma 
places,  I  have  heard,  the  sacred  pulpit  is  not 
free  from  it;  in  others,  a  divine  would  be  de- 
stroyed that  would  attempt  it    There  waa  not 
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more  electioneering  South,  Mr.  M.  believed, 
than  elsewhere;  certain  he  was  that  candi- 
dates could  not  there  spend  the  sams  of  money 
which  he  had  heard  of  being  spent  elsewhere  in 
an  election.  He  concluded  by  saying  he  was  in 
favor  of  a  moderate  increase  of  representatives. 
He  was  not  afraid  that^  from  a  multitude  of 
counseUors,  nothing  would  be  done;  it  was 
quite  as*  much  to  be  feared  from  too  few  that 
they  would  act  rashly. 


Friday,  December  14. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  fVom  Massachu- 
setta,  Abuah  Bioelow,  elected  to  supply  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Wil- 
liam Stedman,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat 

Apportionment  Bill, 

Mr.  Gold  considered  this  bill  as  a  very  im- 
portant one,  as  fixing  the  construction  to  be  put 
on  a  provision  of  the  constitution.  While,  on 
the  one  hand,  it  might  be  admitted  that  busi- 
ness would  be  in  general  better  done  by  a  small 
number  of  Representatives,  yet,  on  the  other 
hand,  there  were  important  considerations  in 
favor  of  a  large  number,  as  gentlemen  would 
find  by  referring  to  the  discussions  at  the  period 
of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution.  It  was 
then  feared  by  some  that  the  representation  of 
so  great  a  people  would  be  too  small.  K  gen- 
tlemen would  refer  to  a  number  of  papers, 
drawn  up  by  an  association  of  gentlemen,  at 
that  time,  and  published  under  the  title  of  ^^  The 
Federalist,"  they  would  find  various  arguments 
used  to  induce  the  Legislature  to  moke  the  rep- 
resentation full ;  so  that,  at  that  period,  no  ap- 
pehensions  had  existed  of  the  Bepresentatives 
becoming  too  numerous.  On  the  contrary,  it 
was  supposed  that  the  public  confidence  would 
be  impaired  by  having  a  small  delegation.  In 
adverting  to  the  relaxed  state  of  the  Union,  and 
how  much  it  was  exposed  to  be  shook  by  at* 
tempts  to  weaken  it,  it  was  supposed  that  pub- 
lic confidence  would  be  inspired,  and  general 
satisfiaction  given,  by  the  selection  of  a  large 
nnmbco'.  It  was  true,  Mr.  G.  said,  that  rep- 
resentadon  might  swell  so  much  as  to  operate 
to  Uie  exduaion  of  legislation;  but  the  House 
(^Representatives  would  not,  even  if  the  pres- 
ent ratio  were  retained,  be  so  numerous  as 
many  other  legislative  bodies  in  the  Union. 
He  had  no  objection  to  increasing  the  numbers 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  such  an. 
amount  as  would  permit  public  business  to  be 
done  with  facility.  Gentlemen  might  difier  as 
to  the  precise  ratio;  but,  while  they  argued  in 
favor  of  a  small  iromber,  from  the  inconve- 
nienoe  of  a  laigedelegation,  he  hoped  they  would 
oonoeive  with  him  that  well-grounded  appre- 
hensions might  be  entertained  of  the  evils 
which  would  result  from  its  being  too  small. 

Mr.  MiTOHnx  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the 
largest  number  proposed ;  and,  not  having  been 
ab£a  to  obtain  that,  he  should  vote  for  the  larg- 
est on  which  a  minority  could  agree.    In  the 


district  represented  by  his  colleague  (Mr.  Mum- 
foed)  and  himself,  there  was  probably  one  bun-  * 
dred  and  twenty  thousand  souls,  and  yet  he  had 
not  heard  any  murmuring  that  they  were  not 
adequately  represented. 

Congress,  Mr.  M.  said,  did  not  convene  here 
to  legislate  on  all  the  subjects  of  the  rights  of 
citizens.  Our  Government  is,  he  contended,  a 
peculiar  piece  of  machinery,  an  imperium  in  im- 
peri4>.  The  Representatives  to  Congress  left 
behind  them  Legislatures,  whose  province  it 
was  to  take  care  of  the  personid  rights  and  the 
rights  of  property  of  our  citizens.  With  these 
concerns,  said  Mr.  M.,  we  have  nothing  to  do. 
We  meet  here  under  a  constitution  expressly 
framed  and  devised  for  le^slatingon  select  sub- 
jects, which,  on  account  of  the  generality  of 
their  nature,  could  not  be  confided  to  the  sev- 
eral States.  When,  then,  we  consider  the  nar- 
row grounds  we  have  to  legislate  on,  that  our 
great  privileges  are  left  at  home,  we  shsJl  be 
convinced  that  there  is  no  occasion  that  this 
body  should  be  as  numerous  as  if  we  were  con- 
cerned in  the  great  questions  of  property  and 
right,  which  are  secured  by  the  constitution, 
under  the  guardianship  of  the  State  Legislatures, 
and  of  the  courts  for  the  furthering  of  justice. 
If  I  were  to  quote  a  precedent  of  a  Legislature 
for  commanding  influence,  and  for  wisdom  and 
sagacity  in  carrying  us  through  an  arduous  con- 
test whilst  struggling  for  our  liberties,  I  should 
quote  the  Old  Congress — limited  in  number,  but 
remarkable  for  the  honesty  and  fidelity  with 
which  they  performed  what  a  more  numerous 
body  could  not  have  accomplished.  And,  if  I 
wished  to  cite  an  instance  of  the  evils  to  be 
dreaded  from  a  numerous  assembly,  I  should 
quote  the  National  Convention  of  France,  where 
representatives,  assembling  in  great  number,  ex- 
hibited such  a  ^ectacle  of  disorder  as  I  hope  we 
shall  never,  by  a  multitude  of  counsellors,  run 
the  risk  of  imitating. 

Mr.  PiTSiN  said  that  he  had  not  expected  that 
a  bill  of  so  much  importance  would  have  pro- 
gressed so  far,  and  gone  through  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  in  so  rapid  a  manner  as  this  had. 
What,  he  asked  of  the  House,  was  settled  by  the 
passage  of  this  bill  ?  Nothing  was,  or  could  be 
settled  by  the  present  Congress,  unless  the  re- 
turns were  made  from  the  different  States  of 
the  number  of  inhabitants  in  each  State,  before 
the  bill  became  a  law  ;  for  Congress  alone  could 
designate  and  specify  the  number  of  Represent- 
atives which  each  State  should  send.  The 
laws  heretofore  passed,  designating  the  number 
of  Representatives,  had,  at  the  same  time,  de- 
clared the  ratio,  and^ecifiedthe  number  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  each  btate.  Congress  alone  were 
competent  to  decide  on  the  legality  of  the  re- 
turns, and  on  their  act  alone  could  the  State 
Legislatures  proceed.  Mr.  P.  presumed  no  mem- 
ber would  say  that  it  should  be  left  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive, or  any  Department  of  the  Government, 
to  say  how  many  Representatives  each  State 
should  send  to  Congress.  The  present  Con- 
gress might  ^  the  ratio  as  they  pleased,  but  it 
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would  not  be  obligatory  on  the  next  Oongress, 
who  could,  and  nndoubtedly  would,  modify  or 
reverse  it  as  they  should  think  proper.  This 
bill  was,  therefore,  premature,  and,  in  fiEM^t, 
would  not  settle  the  principle  which  it  propos- 
ed to  decide.  He  was,  therefore,  on  this  ground, 
opposed  to  the  passage  of  this  bill ;  and  he  be- 
lieved the  Inconvenience  of  deciding  it  now 
would  be  greater  than  if  the  business  were  to 
rest  until  after  the  returns  were  made. 

Mr.  QumoY  said  that  the  agitation  of  this 
question  at  the  present  moment  had  taken  him 
as  much  by  surprise  as  it  had  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut.  He  had  no  idea  that  a  ques- 
tion so  pregnant  with  interest  would  be  hurried 
through  the  House  in  this  way.  His  object  in 
rising  was  to  obtain  a  postponement  of  the  ques- 
tion till  some  time  in  the  next  week,  for  the 
consideration  of  a  point,  which  to  his  mind  was 
important  He  objected  to  the  bill  on  the 
principle  that  it  would  be  a  violation  of  the 
constitution  to  pass  it.  It  went  to  establish  a 
ratio  which,  in  its  effect,  must  be  abortive.  The 
constitution  says : 

*'  Representativet  and  direct  taxes  shall  be  i^ipor- 
tioned  among  the  several  States  which  may  be  incladed 
idthin  this  Union,  according  to  dieir  respective  num- 
bers, which  shall  be  determined  by  adding  to  the 
whole  number  of  ftee  persons,  including  those  bound 
to  service  for  a  term  of  years,  and,  excluding  Indians 
not  taxed,  throe-fifths  of  all  other  persons.  The  ac- 
tual enumeration  shall  be  made  within  three  years 
after  the  first  meeting  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  and  within  every  subsequent  term  of  ten 
years,  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  by  law  direct 
The  number  of  Representatives  shall  not  exceed  one 
for  every  thirty  thousand,  but  each  State  shall  have 
at  least  one  Representative.** 

The  constitution  then  had  specifically  made 
it  the  duty  of  the  House  to  apportion  the  rep- 
resentation of  each  State  according  to  its 
respective  numbers.  Was  it  not,  he  asked,  in- 
finitely absurd  and  a  direct  violation  of  the 
constitution,  to  apportion  the  representation 
before  these  numbers  were  known  ?  When  the 
constitution  had  made  it  a  duty  to  do  a  thing 
according  to  a  standard  prescribed,  would  they 
do  that  thing  before  that  standard  could  be  in 
possession  of  the  House  f  Suppose  that  in  1791, 
before  the  numbers  of  the  States  were  known, 
Congress  had  undertaken  to  fix  the  ratio  of 
representation — would  not  the  HaU  have  rung 
with  the  exclamations  that  it  was  a  violation  of 
the  constitution?  And  how  would  this  bill, 
Mr.  Q.  asked,  less  violate  the  constitution  than 
such  an  act  would  have  done?  For,  as  to  the 
numbers  to  be  ascertdned  by  the  present  cen- 
sus. Congress  were  as  little  competent  to  decide 
as  they  were  before  any  census  was  taken. 
This  was  the  ground  on  which  he  objected  to 
the  bill  as  unconstitutional,  and  which  he  wish- 
ed an  opportunity  thoroughly  to  examine.  He 
therefore  moved  that  the  bill  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FisK  said  it  had  been  deemed  desirable 
to  fix  the  ratio  before  the  numbers  of  each  State 
were  ascertained,  so  as  to  avoid  the  difficulty 


which  would  arise  firom  the  fractions,  and  to 
afford  an  accommodation  to  the  State  LegiflU- 
tnres,  which  would  be  in  session  before  the  next 
meeting  of  Congress.  It  would  indeed  be  ne- 
cessary to  pass  a  law  declaring  the  number  iA 
Representatives  to  be  sent  by  each  State  ;  but 
that  would  be  a  mere  matter  of  form,  if  the 
ratio  were  previously  ascertained  bv  law. 

Mr.  F.  treated  the  idea  of  thb  bill's  beuur  un- 
constitutional, as  altogether  unwarranted  by 
fact ;  for  it  did  not  fix  the  apportionment^bat 
merely  the  ratio,  according  to  which  the  Rep- 
resentatives should  be  apportioned  among  the 
States  when  their  respective  numbers  were 
known. 

Mr.  WfiiaBT  was  in  favor  of  postponing,  and 
decidedly  opposed  to  the  bill.  He  was  against 
it,  because  it  proposed  to  bestow  on  others  a 
power  residing  in  Congress.  If  this  law  were 
to  pass,  could  the  Secretary  of  State  be  author- 
ized to  declare  the  number  of  Representatives 
to  which  each  State  was  entitled  ?  Ck»nld  Con- 
gress transfer  to  him  legislative  power,  and  an- 
thorize  him  to  declare  of  how  many  memb«n 
this  body  should  consist?  He  presumed  not 
The  power  was  vested  in  Congress,  and  not  in 
the  Secretary  of  State.  But  gentlemen  were 
desirous  now  to  fix  the  number  of  souls  which 
should  entitle  to  a  Representative— and  why? 
That  the  State  Legislatures,  understanding  the 
number  of  Representatives  to  which  thej  are 
entitled  from  knowing  the  census,  may  |»-ooeed 
to  district  their  States,  in  anticipation  of  the 
law  to  be  passed  by  Congress.  iBut  th^  acts 
would  not  be  conclusive,  because  CongresB 
might  change  the  ratio,  and  they  would  have  to 
undo  all  they  had  done.  Mr.  W.  hoped  that 
this  business  would  be  postponed,  until,  as  here- 
tofore, Congress  would  be  possessed  of  all  tbe 
information  of  which  the  nature  of  the  case 
would  admit.  When  the  census  was  received 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States  they 
would  be  much  better  able  to  act  than  now. 
In  this  case,  Mr.  W.  said  he  held  himsdf  im- 
periously bound  to  follow  the  steps  of  his  pre- 
decessors. He  held  it  a  correct  maxim  in  gen- 
eral, that  the  practice  of  to-day  should  be  the 
precedent  for  to-morrow.  Why  need  they  de- 
cide this  business  immediately  ?  There  was  yet 
some  months  in  the  session,  and  time  enou^  to 
reflect  on  the  subject.  Why  legisUte  by  halves? 
If  this  law  were  passed,  Mr.  W.  asked,  was  it 
perfect?  Did  it  declare  to  how  many  Repre- 
sentatives each  State  should  be  entitled  ?  He 
said  he  could  refer  to  oases  in  which  errors  had 
occurred  in  the  census ;  and  it  was  in  the  pow* 
er  of  the  House  alone  to  correct  any  errors 
which  might  have  escaped  the  Secretary  of 
State.  In  Maryland  a  mistake  had  occurred  in 
the  last  enumeration,  of  thirty  or  forty  thousand 
souls.  He  believed  that  a  great  portion  of  the 
district  compriring  CeoU  and  Hartford  counties 
had  been  omitted ;  and  he  recollected  porfeetly 
well  that  the  error  was  corrected ;  and,  by  tam- 
ing his  eye  to  the  proceedings  of  that  day,  he 
could  see  other  errors.    He  wished,  when  the 
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House  acted^  that  they  should  do  it  nnderstand- 
ioglj,  and  with  all  the  evidence  before  them  of 
which  the  case  was  sasceptible.  He  hoped  the 
bin  would  be  postponed  until  the  returns  of  the 
oeosas  were  received  in  the  nsual  mode. 

Mr.  W.  AuBTON  opposed  the  postponement. 
He  was  as  loth  to  depart  from  old  practices  as 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  if  those  practices 
were  fonnd  to  be  good.  Bnt  when  they  proved 
inconvenient  or  nsdesa,  it  was  certainly  right 
to  depart  from  them.  What,  then,  had  ex- 
perience tanght  them  on  this  subject?  Why, 
that  if  the  ratio  was  not  fixed  before  the  census 
was  known,  great  inconvenience  wonld  result 
to  many  States.  Oongreas,  at  their  last  session, 
being  apprised  of  the  circumstance,  had  in  their 
law  directed  that  complete  returns  should  be 
made  to  the  Secretary  of  State  by  the  first  of 
March  next.  It  was  well  known  that  if  they 
did  not  fix  the  ratio  before  the  first  of  March, 
they  wonld  not  be  able  to  fix  it  after ;  when  the 
ratio  was  fixed,  however,  the  apportionment 
would  not  be  the  work  of  an  hour.  If  it  be- 
came necessary  to  deprive  a  State  of  a  Bepre- 
sentative,  he  asked  whether  it  would  not  be 
more  palatable  that  it  should  be  done  now  than 
after  the  census  was  known?  The  State  de- 
prived of  a  Representative  could  not  complain ; 
the  raUo  would  affect  it  in  the  same  proportion, 
whether  it  gave  or  took  a  member.  That  argu- 
ment)  therefore,  was  entitled  to  no  considera- 
tion. Mr.  A.  expressed  his  surprise  that  tiie 
small  States  appeared  to  be  opposed  to  a  large 
ratio  ;  for,  if  it  would  be  an  advantage  on  any 
side,  it  would  be  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  small 
StakesL  He  thought,  indeed,  that  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  large  States,  in  voting  for  a 
large  ratio,  had  shown  great  magnanimity  and 
liberality. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOBOuaH  was  in  fiivor  of  postpone- 
ment, and  was  sorry  to  see  the  bill  attempted 
to  be  hurried  through.  Gentlemen  had  not  ma- 
turdy  considered  the  subject,  and,  on  refiection, 
would  be  convinced  that  their  votes  were,  if 
not  a  direct,  at  least  an  indirect,  violation  of 
the  constitution.  This  was  premature  legisla- 
tion on  what  properly  belonged  to  the  next 
Congress,  and  which,  act  on  it  as  they  might, 
wonld  unquestionably  come  before  Congress  at 
their  next  session.  If  it  should  be  found  that 
the  ratio  agreed  on  operated  un&vorably  on  the 
numbers  of  any  State  or  States,  they  would  be 
anxious  for  a  reconsideration  of  the  subject  It 
would  be  inunaterial  whether  the  subject  should 
be  brought  up  by  a  bill  ^  naoo.  or  by  a  bill  to 
repeal  this,  if  it  should  indeed  become  a  law ; 
the  ardor  of  discussion  would  be  the  same  in 
either  case.  If  this  be  admitted,  the  only  argu- 
UMQt  in  fiiTor  of  the  bill  is  done  away.  The 
constitntion  having  directed  that  apportionment 
should  be  made  accordingly  to  the  whole  cen- 
sus, Mr.  G.  said  that  he  could  not  see  how  Con- 
gress could  fix  it  before  they  knew  what  that 
census  was.  He  did  not  know  that  every  gen- 
tleman on  the  fioor  was  ignorant  of  any  of  the 
returns;  some  might  be  already  apprised  of  the 


returns  of  their  own  State.  Each  one  made 
estimates  no  doubt,  in  his  own  mind,  as  to  the 
probable  result ;  and,  for  himself,  Mr.  G.  said  he 
had  been  endeavoring  to  make  some  sort  of  a 
calculation ;  and  if  the  bill  passed,  and  t]ie  ratio 
should  prove  unfavorable  to  the  numbers  of  the 
State  which  he  had  the  honor  to  represent,  he 
should  feel  himself  bound  to  move  a  repeal  of 
the  law  ;  and  they  would  have  the  whole  dis- 
cussion over  again. 

The  question  on  the  biU^s  laying  on  the  table 
was  carried — (56  to  48. 

And  on  motion,  the  House  acyoumed  until 
Monday. 

MoiTDAT,  December  IT. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  New  York, 
John  Nioholson,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  in 
the  House.   . 


Tuesday,  December  18. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Massachu- 
setts, Babzuxai  Gannbit,  appeared,  and  took 
his  seat 

Geobge  Poindexteb,  the  delegate  from  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  also  appeu^  and  took 
his  seat 


Fbidat,  December  21. 
Two  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Virpnia. 
John  Clopton,  and  Walter  Jones,  appei^ed 
and  took  their  seats;  a  new  meml^sr,  to  wit, 
WiLUAM  MoEiNLEY,  also  from  Virginia,  ap- 
peared, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat 


Monday,  December  24. 
Three  other  members,  to  wit :  William  Hale, 
from  Kew  Hampshire ;  Benjamin  Pickman,  jr., 
from  Massachusetts;  and  Thomas  Newbold, 
from  New  Jersey,  appeared,  and  took  their 
seats. 

Claimi  far  Military  Sertncea  in  the  Old  French 
War. 

Mr.  MoBBow,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  several  pe- 
titions of  the  officers  ana  soldiers,  and  the  heirs 
of  officers  and  soldiers  who  serv^  in  the  Brit- 
ish army  in  America,  in  the  war  between  Great 
Britain  and  France ;  which  was  read,  and  the 
resolution  therein  contained  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  re- 
feired  several  petitions,  'claiming  lands  for  militaiy 
services,  performed  in  the  war  of  1755,  between 
Great  Britam  and  France,  report : 

That,  considering  the  subject-matter  of  the  said 
petitions  highly  importimt,  on  aoooont  of  the  interest 
it  has  recently  excited,  and  the  speculation  it  has 
given  rise  to  in  various  parts  of  the  United  States, 
the  committee  have  carefully  examined  the  State 
papers  and  public  documents,  of  the  period  of  the 
above  war,  to  ascertain  the  original  foundation  of  the 
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sappofled  claim.  In  punning  this  inyefltigationi  the 
committee  have  not  been  able  to  discover  that  any 
engagement  or  contract  whatever  was  made  or  enter- 
ed into  by  the  Government,  or  under  the  anthoritj  of 
Gre^t  Britain,  with  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
pn/vincial  troops,  serving  in  the  war  aforesaid,  for  a 
grant  of  lands,  cither  as  an  encouragement  to  their 
entering  into  the  service,  or  as  a  compensation  for 
services.  All  that  the  committee  have  been  able  to 
find  on  the  subject  is  in  a  proclamation  of  the  King 
of  Great  Britain,  of  the  7th  of  October,  1768,  (after 
the  closiDg  of  the  war  and  disbanding  of  the  troops,) 
and  in  the  following  words : 

**And  whereaa  we  are  desirous,  upon  all  occasions, 
to  testify  our  royal  sense  and  approbation  of  the  con- 
duct and  braveiy  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  our 
army,  and  to  reward  the  same,  we  do  hereby  com- 
mand and  empower  our  Governors  of  the  several 
provinces  on  the  Continent  of  North  America  to  g^rant, 
without  fee  or  reward,  to  such  reduced  officers  as 
have  served  in  North  America  during  the  late  war, 
and  are  actually  residing  there,  and  shall  personally 
apply  for  the  same,  the  following  quantities  of  land, 
subject,  at  the  expiration  of  ten  years,  to  the  same 
quit-rents  ae  other  lands  are  subject  to,  in  the  prov- 
ince within  which  they  are  granted,  as  also  subject 
to  the  same  conditions  of  cultivation  and  improve- 
ment, viz: 

^*  To  every  person  having  the  rank  of  a  field  offi- 
cer, 5,000  acres. 

"  To  every  captain,  3,000  acres. 

"  To  oveiy  subaltern  or  staff  officer,  2,600  acres. 

"  To  every  non-commis^oned  officer,  200  acres. 

"  To  every  private  man,  60  acres. 

"  We  do  likewise  authorise  and  requure  the  Gov- 
ernors and  commanders-in-chief  of  all  our  said  colo- 
nies, upon  the  Continent  of  North  America,  to  grant 
the  like  quantities  of  land,  and  upon  the  same  condi- 
tions, to  such  reduced  officers  of  our  navy  of  like  rank, 
as  served  on  board  of  our  ships  of  war  in  North  Amer- 
ica, at  the  times  of  the  reduction  of  Louisbourg  and 
Quebec,  in  the  late  war,  and  who  shall  personally 
apply  to  our  respective  Governors  for  sodi  grants." 

in  this  State  paper,  the  committee  can  perceive  no 
foundation  whatever  for  the  present  claim  upon  the 
United  Statea  Instead  of  a  contract  with  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  for  land,  the  proclamation  contains 
a  mere  instruction  to  the  provincial  Governors — an 
instruction  emanating  from  the  munificence  of  the 
Sovereign,  and  for  conferring  a  gratuity,  not  issued 
fi>r  the  satisfaction  of  any  previous  claim  or  demand 
upon  Government.  That  the  grant  intended  by  the 
above  proclamation  was  rather  a  testimony  of  respeot 
and  approbation,  than  a  donation  of  value,  appears 
fiom  the  prescribed  terms  on  which  it  was  to  be 
made,  they  being  the  same  on  which  lands  were 
Ifpranted  to  others  in  the  provinces,  with  the  excep- 
tion, that  the  military  grants  were  to  be  made  free  of 
office  fees,  and  exempt  from  payment  of  quit-ients 
for  ten  years.  Had  application  been  made  to  the 
land  offices  of  the  provincial  governments,  as  was  the 
duty  of  all  the  claimants,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but 
that  grants  would  have  been  readily  made  to  the  full 
extent  of  the  bounty  intended  by  the  proclamation,  sub- 
ject, however,  to  Uie  usual  condition  for  settlement 
and  improvement  Forty-seven  years  have  now 
elapsed  since  the  foregoing  proclamation,  during 
which  period  the  above  claims  have  laid  dormant, 
and  the  committee  do  conceive,  that,  upon  fair  and 
just  principles,'  those  claims  would  have  been  consid- 
ered derelict  and  abandoned  had  the  Government, 


under  whioh  they  arose,  oontinued ;  but  to  admit 
them  against  the  United  States,  placed  as  they  now 
are,  under  a  government  founded  on  a  revohitioo, 
which  has  intervened,  is  required  by  no  principle  of 
justice,  and  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
be  an  unauthorized  disposition  and  sacrifice  of  tiie 
public  property  of  the  United  Statea.  On  no  princi- 
ple of  national  law,  or  by  any  treaty  or  eonventioo 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  are  the 
United  States  bound  to  perform  the  ei^g^agements  of 
the  former  government  of  Great  Britain,  especial- 
ly for  mere  bounties;  nor  would  the  purpoaee  for 
which  the  several  States  have  oeded  land,  within 
theur  respective  jurisdictions,  to  the  United  States, 
warrant  the  iqipropziation  of  those  lands  for  the  satis- 
faction of  the  dabns  in  question,  were  the  same  bet- 
ter founded  than  by  the  committee  they  are  oonceiTed 
to  be.  The  committee,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  sob- 
mit  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioiiecs  oo^ 
not  to  be  granted. 


Monday,  Deoetnber  81. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Delaware, 
NiOHOLAB  Yah  Dtkb,  appeared,  and  took  his 

seat. 


Wednbsd^t,  JaiMiary  2, 1811. 
Two  other  new  members,  to  wit:  from  New 
Hampshire,  Nathakul  A.  Haykxt:  and  from 
Maryland,  John  Campbbli^  appeared,  and  took 
their  seats. 

OrleaoM  Territory. 

The  HoQse  resolved  itself  into  a  Gonunittef 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  admitting  tht 
Territory  of  Orleans  as^a  State  into  tht 
Union. 

Mr.  Bibb  said  it  was  very  far  from  his  inten- 
tion to  oppose  the  passage  of  the  bilL  On  tii« 
contrary,  he  was  fayorably  disposed  to  it;  but  a 
difficulty  had  occurred  to  him  which  he  w<»Id 
state  as  a  reason  for  delaying  a  declai<Hi  on  Uia 
bill  for  the  present.  The  bin  proposed  indud* 
ing  in  the  State  all  that  part  of  the  Territoij 
which  lay  west  of  the  Perdido,  ^^  The  Ptes* 
ident,  by  his  Proclamation,  althouofa  he  had  t^ 
quired  its  occupation,  he  declared  tnat  the  ri^t 
should  be  subject  to  negotiation.  Now,  if  it  be- 
came a  State,  would  not  a]l  right  of  nm>t]a- 
tion  on  the  subject  be  taken  fh>m  the  Fresi* 
dent? 

Mr.  Babrt  said  that  the  neoeeat^  of  State 
government,  the  want  of  proper  control  by  the 
General  Government,  and  its  inability  to  attend 
to  the  municipal  concerns  of  the  Territorj, 
imperiously  called  upon  Congress  to  erect  it 
into  a  State.  It  was  unimportant^  as  respected 
the  ratio,  that  the  bill  idM>uld  be  delayed  till 
that  was  ascertained.  Although  the  premse 
population  could  not  be  ascertained,  ret,  fhmi 
what  had  fallen  from  the  gentlemen  mmi  Or- 
leans and  Miasiflsippi  Territories,  it  was  {n^ob- 
able  that  the  Territory  had  alreadj  a  right  to 
become  a  State.  Mr.  &  said  it  was  important 
that  Ck>ngres8  should  act  on  tbb  sabject,  for  a 
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variety-  of  reasons.  It  was  a  point  of  the  Union 
particularly  important  to  the  country  which  he 
represented.  New  Orleans  commanded  the 
river  throngh  which  the  whole  productions  of 
the  Western  and  of  some  part  of  the  Southern 
country  were  carried  to  market.  It  hecame  im- 
portant in  another  respect,  that  the  people  in 
that  country  should  have  the  power  of  self- 
government  He  alluded  to  the  necessity,  in 
&e  present  posture  of  affairs,  that  they  should 
have  the  power  of  self-preservation  to  protect 
themselves  in  the  ei^joyment  of  their  rights,  and 
Uiat  the  power  resulting  from  State  sovereignty 
oaght  therefore  to  be  extended  to  them  at  this 
time.  The  objection  which  has  been  urged, 
respecting  the  questioa  of  title,  was  equally 
mimportant.  Admitted  in  its  full  force,  it 
would  only  require  a  modification  of  the  bill, 
reserving  to  Oougress  the  power  of  changing 
the  boundaiT  of  the  Territory ;  and  this  would 
be  a  desirable  modification  because  of  the  unde- 
fined limits  of  the  Territory.  This  objection  did 
not  meet  the  merits  of  the  bill,  but  merely  sug- 
gested a  modification.  It  was  important  now  to 
act  on  the  subject,  because  Congress  had  the 
power  to  impose  conditions  on  the  Territory.  If 
they  waited  until  it  had  attained  a  population 
of  60,000,  they  could  not  say  no  to  the  demands 
of  these  people. 

Mr.  Shbffxy  said  he  was  not  prepared  to  act 
on  the  subject,  because  the  materials  on  which 
to  decide  were  not  before  the  House.  Whilst 
he  was  disposed  to  treat  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Orieans  Territory  as  brothers,  and  not  as 
vaasalH,  he  was  not  ready  to  transfer  the  in- 
heritance purchased*  by  the  blood  of  our  fathers 
to  foreigners.  While  he  looked  upon  these  peo- 
I^e  as  equals,  and  was  disposed  to  do  them 
instioe,  he  thought  all  they  could  demand  at  his 
hands  was  to  be  placed  on  that  equality  to 
which  they  were  entitled.  It  had  been  said 
that  tiie  population  was  this  much  or  that  much. 
How  much? — ^Mr.  S.  asked.  Sixty  thousand ? 
Yovij  thousand?  Thirty  thousand?  Would 
any  gentleman  who  regarded  his  honor  tell  the 
House  that  there  were  80,000  inhabitants  in 
the  undisputed  Territory?  He  believed  not. 
And  would  gentlemen  fiavor  this  French  popu- 
lation at  the  expense  of  their  own  interests  and 
rights?  It  was  true  indeed  that  Ohio  became 
a  State  before  she  had  60,000 ;  but  the  ratio  of 
representation  was  then  but  80,000.  If  he 
were  to  reason  on  this  subject,  Mr.  S.  said  he 
would  say,  under  the  fostering  hand  of  the 
CSeneral  Gk>vemment,  let  them  become  accus- 
tomed to  our  Government,  before  those  were 
permitted  to  govern  themselves  who  had  so 
lately  emerged  from  despotism.  He  was  not, 
he  B^d,  directly  hostile  to  the  admission  of  this 
Territory  into  the  Union ;  but  he  made  these 
observations  in  answer  to  speculations  ushered 
in  to  lead  the  House  from  its  duty.  They  ought 
to  have  the  necessary  information. 

Mr.  Magon  said  he  would  treat  these  people 
as  be  would  the  people  of  every  other  Territo- 
ry.    They  were  a  part  of  the  nation,  and  so 
Vou  IV.— 21 


ought  to  be  considered.  There  ought  to  be  no 
question  as  to  what  stock  they  sprung  from; 
^e  true  question  was,  ought  they  to  be  a  State? 
The  true  policy,  Mr.  M.  thought^  was,  as  they 
were  to  become  a  part  of  the  United  States,  to 
make  them  one  and  indivisible  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble. They  had  already  served  a  sufficient  ap* 
prenticeship  to  the  United  States,  but  not  un- 
der a  free  Government,  for  the  Territorial  gov- 
ernments were  not  free.  The  advantage  of  ex- 
acting of  them  the  condition  of  using  the  same 
language,  was  a  great  one.  How  could  they  be 
made  one  with  the  United  States  unless  by  the 
use  of  the  same  language  ?  Mr.  M.  wished  to 
treat  this  Territory  as  well  as  the  others,  and 
no  better ;  he  would  not  treat  one  as  a  daughter 
and  the  other  as  a  step-daughter.  He  was  as 
willing  now  to  make  Orleans  a  State  as  he  had 
been  to  make  Ohio  a  State.  The  great  object 
is  to  make  us  one  people ;  to  make  this  nation 
one.  As  to  the  Mjissisfflppi  Territory,  it  had  not 
served  a  much  longer  apprenticeship  than  Or- 
leans, having  only  been  acquired  by  the  treaty 
with  Spmn  in  1795.  The  people  of  Orleans 
possessed  certainly  as  strong  an  attachment  to- 
the  nation  as  could  be  expected  from  the  time 
they  had  belonged  to  it.  When  the  Spaniards 
invaded  the  Territory,  they  stepped  forward 
promptly  to  repel  them ;  and  when  some  citi- 
zens of  the  old  States  forgot  the  love  every 
honest  heart  owes  to  his  country,  they  showed 
their  attachment  to  the  Union  by  the. readiness 
with  whidbi  they  lent  their  aid  to  repel  them. 
To  make  them  a  State  would  make  that  attach- 
ment still  greater,  and  it  was  therefore  advisa- 
ble to  act  on  the  subject 

The  committee  now  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again ;  but  before  leave 
was  granted,  the  House  adjourned. 


Feidat,  January  4. 
Territory  of  OrUans. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Oonmiittee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  admitting  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Orleans  into  the  Union  as  an  inde- 
pendent State,  &o. 

Mr.  Whbaton. — ^Whenever  a  bill  is  offered 
for  our  sanction,  in  order  that  it  may  become  a 
law,  it  is  proper,  before  we  give  it  such  sanc- 
tion, that  we  rfiould  inquire  whether  the  sub- 
ject of  it  is  such  as  we  have  constitutional  au- 
thority to  legislate  upon ;  and  if  so,  whether, 
from  a  consideration  of  time  and  circumstances, 
it  be  exponent  so  to  do. 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  bill  now  before  us 
is  objectionable  on  both  these  grounds,  and,  if 
so,  there  is  a  double  reason  why  it  should  not 
pass.  A  few  moments  will  be  sufficient  for  the 
remarks  I  have  to  make  upon  either ;  and,  if 
they  shall  be  deemed  of  no  consequence,  there 
will  be  this  consolation,  that  they  will  have  oo-. 
cupied  but  very  little  time. 

The  sulgect  of  this  bill  is  the  Orleans  Terri- 
tory, and  the  object  of  it,  to  form  that  Territo- 
ry into  a  State,  the  people  of  which  are  to  be 
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sabject  to  the  samo  duties,  and  entitled  to  the 
same  privileges,  as  the  people  of  the  United 
States  in  their  federative  capacity.  It  will  be 
observed  that  oar  oonstitntion,  by  its  enacting 
clanse,  was  ordained  and  established  for  the 
t?ien  United  States  of  America.  The  United 
States  being  thus  included,  implies  an  exclusion 
of  all  others.  It  may,  therefore,  be  fairly  con- 
daded  that  those  that  framed  this  constitution, 
and  those  that  JMlopted  it,  never  intended  that 
its  immediate  Operation  should  extend  to  any 
people  that  did  not  then,  or  that  should  not 
thereafter  be  included  within  the  limits  of  the 
United  States ;  that  they  did  not  intend  to  en- 
ter into  a  partnership  of  this  sort  without  some 
knowledge  of  those  that  should  compose  it, 
lest  the  improper  conduct  of  some  might  end 
in  the  ruin  of  alL  The  Territory  of  Orleans 
certainly  was  not  within  the  limits  of  the 
United  States  when  the  constitution  was  estab- 
lished. It  was  known  to  be  otherwise.  The 
people  there  were  foreigners  to  us,  and  subjects 
of  another  Government  That  it  could  not 
have  been  intended  that  the  constitution  should 
embrace  these  people  and  this  Territory,  may 
be  argued  from  the  extreme  danger  of  cairying 
the  principle  into  operation.  If  we  may.extend 
our  limits  at  all,  without  the  consent  of  the 
people,  further  than  what  is  expressed  in  the 
constitution,  who  can  tell  where  will  be  our  ul- 
timate bounds,  or  what  number  of  States  we 
may  have*  in  the  Union  ?  Purchase  and  con- 
quest are  objects  of  ambition.  The  great  Na- 
poleon may  have  more  land  to  sell,  and  Spain 
now  possess  what  she  cannot  retain*  May  we 
not,  in  time,  have  the  whole  of  Sontji  Ameri- 
ca^  some  of  the  West  India  islands,  and,  possi- 
bly, Great  Britain  ?  And  if  so,  upon  the  same 
principle  that  we  form  the  Territory  of  Orleans 
mto  a  St^te,  we  may  form  these  Territories  into 
as  many  separate  States  as  we  please,  and  ad- 
mit them  into  the  Union  with  all  the  powers 
and  privileges  that  any  of  our  States  now  pos- 
sess and  enjoy.  Then  what  will  become  of  the 
Old  United  States,  who  first  entered  into  the 
compact  containeo  in  the  constitution,  and  for 
whose  benefit  alone  that  instrument  was  made 
and  executed.  Instead  of  these  new  States  be- 
ing annexed  to  usl  we  shall  be  annexed  to  them, 
lose  our  independence,  and  become  altogeliier 
subject  to  their  control.  Besides,  it  may  be 
recollected,  that,  when  our  independence  and 
national  existence  was  acknowledged  by  the 
other  nations  of  the  world,  the  Territory  now 
proposed  to  be  received  into  the  Union  made 
no  part  of  the  United  States  so  acknowledged; 
i^  therefore,  this  be  done,  a  jealousy  may  be 
created  in  those  other  nations,  and,  possibly, 
they  may  have  some  reason  to  complain  that, 
in  addition  to  the  inunense  increase  of  popula- 
tion within  our  ancient  limits,  we  should  ex- 
tend our  boundaries  so  fiir  as  to  include  other 
countries.  This,  however,  by  tiiose  who  jus- 
tify the  Governments  of  other  nations  in  the 
pursuit  of  their  projects  for  universal  domina- 
tion, will  be  thought  deserving  of  very  little  I 


consideration.  But,  it  may  be  well  qoestioned 
how  far  the  taking  of  positions  that  may  lead 
to  war  comports  with  that  pacific  disposition 
which  the  people  of  the  United  States  have 
been  so  anxious  to  maintain ;  and,  whether  the 
obligation  they  have  placed  themselves  under, 
by  adopting  the  constitution,  to  guaranty  to 
every  State  in  the  Union  a  republican  form  of 
government,  and  to  protect  each  of  them  against 
invasion,  can  be  made  to  extend  to  the  Orleans 
Territory ;  or,  whether  the  President  canliaTe 
any  authority  to  send  our  militia  there  to  repel 
any  invasion  or  suppress  any  insurrection  that 
may  happen  there,  are  inquiries  worth  some 
attention  before  we  pass  this  act.  And  there 
will  be  found  another  diflculty  in  the  way  of 
carrying  the  object  of  it  into  full  effect  If  the 
people  of  that  Territory  are  admitted  into  the 
Union  as  a  State,  on  an  equal  footing  with  any 
of  the  now  United  States,  they  will  have  aright 
to  send  to  our  Leg^ature  not  only  Repreaento- 
tives  in  proportion  to  their  numbers,  but,  also, 
two  Senators,  and  the  constitution  makes  it  a 
necessary  qualification  for  a  Senator  that  he 
should  have  been  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
at  least  nine  years,  a  period  ftirther  back  than 
it  can  be  pretended  that  any  of  the  people  ai 
that  Territory  ever  belonged  to  the  united 
States,  unless  they  be  emigrants,  and  have  not, 
thereby,  lost  their  citizenship.  And  a  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  they  never  can  have 
from  among  their  own  people,  unless  be  be  yet 
to  be  bom,  for  no  person  except  a  natural  b^ 
citizen,  or  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  at  the 
time  of  the'  adoption  of  the  constitution,  can 
be  eligible  to  the  office  of  Preddent  But,  it 
has  been  said  that  Congress  have  already  passed 
a  law,  wherein  they  have  stipulated  wiUi  those 
people,  that  they  BhaVL  be  formed  into  a  State 
when  they  shall  have  gained  a  certain  number 
of  inhabitants.  In  answer  to  this,  it  is  suffi- 
cient to  say  that,  if  it  be  incorrect  to' promise 
to  do  a  wrong  thing,  it  is  more  incorrect  still 
to  do  it  K  this  bill  be  unconstitutional,  so 
was  that  law. 

But,  in  opposition  to  all  this,  it  wilL  undoubt- 
edly, be  said  that  several  new  States  nave  been 
formed  by  Congress  since  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution,  and  that  they  are  well  authorized 
by  that  instrument  This  is  admitted.  *^Kew 
States  may  be  admitted  by  the  Congress  into 
this  Union.'^  But,  if  we  look  into  &»  article 
where  this  authority  is  to  be  found,  we  shall 
find  it  applicable  to  the  territories  then  induded 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  or  to  a 
division  of  some  of  the  States  then  already 
formed ;  beyond  which,  it  is  believed,  this  au- 
thority has  never  been  exercised.  The  Old 
Confederation  did  expressly  authorize  the  ad- 
mission of  Canada  into  the  tJmon,  but  the  pres- 
ent constitution  does  not.  If  such  an  authority 
had  been  proposed  to  have  been  given  to  Con- 
gress by  it,  perhaps  it  had  never  been  adopted. 

If^  however,  it  should  be  believed  that  this 
bill  might  pass  into  a  law,  in  strict  conformi^ 
with  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  oonstitutiOD,  it 
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18  apprehended  that  the  measure  would  be  ex- 
tremely impolitic  and  inexpedient  at  the  pres- 
ent moment.  We  have  not  even  the  possession 
of  a  part  of  the  country  proposed  to  be  em- 
brace by  this  bill,  and  both  title  and  posses- 
sion have  been  disputed.  It  is  tme  we  have 
bought  the  whole  country,  and  dearly  paid  for 
it,  but  still,  if  we  have  not  a  just  title,  we  ought 
not  to  expect  to  hold  it ;  and  it  is  now  admitted 
to  be  a  subject  of  negotiation ;  and,  even  if  our 
titles  shall  be  found  to  be  good,  and  we  gain  a 
peaceable  possession,  still,  if  we  have  a  right  to 
buy  a  thing,  I  know  not  why  we  may  not  sell 
it.  Bat,  as  the  expediency  of  this  measure  has 
been  considered  by  other  gentlemen,  I  forbear 
to  add  to  the  remarks  I  have  already  made. 

Mr.  MiLLBB  said  it  would  be  observed  that 
there  were  two  applications  to  this  House  for 
admission  into  the  Union  as  States ;  one  from 
the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  the  other  from 
the  Orleans  Territory.  The  latter  only,  said 
he,  is  contemplated  by  the  bill  before  you. 
Neither  of  these  Territories  have  the  number 
of  inhabitants  required  by  law  to  enable  them 
to  demand  their  admission  into  the  Union  as  a 
matter  of  right  It  may,  therefore,  be  said 
with  propriety  to  be  an  application  for  a  favor, 
going  directly  to  an  amicable  discussion,  and 
wluch  we  may  grant  or  refuse  without  running 
the  risk  of  breaking  any  legal  or  moral  obliga- 
tion. 

It  has  been  objected  against  this  bill  that  the 
population  of  the  State  proposed  will  not  be 
American.  Without  intimating  how  far  this 
consideration  may  have  influence  on  my  mind, 
under  the  circumstances  in  which  that  country 
has  been  lately  placed,  I  cannot,  however,  but 
remark  that  it  is  natural  for  man  to  carry  his 
feelings  and  prejudices  about  him.  I  was  bom 
in  Vireinia^  sir,  and  I  have  not  yet  lost  some 
of  my  Virginia  feelings,  notwithstiEmding  an  ab- 
sence of  fifteen  years,  and  I  cannot  see  why  we 
should  expect  the  people  of  Orleans  to  act  and 
feel  differently  from  other  people,  more  partic- 
ularly, when  the  French  nation  is  towering  so 
iar  above  the  other  nations  of  the  earth ;  they 
will  have  a  secret  pride  in  their  glory,  they  will 
have  some  attachments,  to  what  extent  I  can- 
not say ;  but,  inasmuch  as  we  know  that  if  we 
send  Paddy  to  Paris,  that  Paddy  he  will  come 
back,  the  idea  is  certainly  not  imworthy  of  our 
consideration. 

The  bill  on  your  table  has  another  obiection, 
of  some  weight  with  me,  in  relation  to  its  poli- 
cy. You  propose  to  do  them  a  favor  by  grant- 
ing them  an  admission  to  the  rank  of  other 
States  before  they  can  legally  demand  it,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  you  propose  terms  beyond 
which  they  cannot  go.  This,  sir,  resembles 
very  mnch  a  polite  invitation  to  walk  in,  but 
under  an  ii^unction  to  see  that  your  feet  are 
well  deaned,  and  your  toes  turned  out.  It  is  a 
niggardly  sort  of  policy  that  I  am  sorry  to  see 
engrafted  in  the  bill.  If  you  design  to  be  lib- 
eral, be  so ;  do  not  destroy  your  liberality  by 
an  nngenerous  sentiment. 


Again,  sir,  there  are  objections  to  the  biU,  as 
presented,  that  renders  it  impossible  for  me  to 
give  it  my  sanction.  It  will  be  seen,  sir,  that 
the  biU  proposes  to  annex  that  portion  of  West 
Florida  in  dispute  between  this  and  the  Spanish 
Government  to  the  State  to  be  formed  out  of 
the  Territory  of  Orleans,  The  President  has 
declared  to  the  world  that  this  portion  of  the 
country,  in  our  hands,  shall  be  subject  to  mu- 
tual arrangements,  hereafter  to  be  entered  into 
between  the  two  Governments.  But,  once  an- 
nex it  to  a  State  and  the  power  to  negotiate 
ceases.  What  power  have  we  to  negotiate 
about  the  territory  of  any  of  the  States?  We 
have  none. 

Affain,  sir,  I  never  will  consent  that  the  bay 
of  Mobile  shall  be  annexed  to  any  State  which 
includes  New  Orleans  and  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi,  imless,  indeed,  they  are  both  in- 
cluded in  the  same  State  with  the  whole  coun- 
try north,  up  to  the  Tennessee  line. 

K  you  annex  West  Florida  to  the  State  to  be 
composed  of  the  Orleans  Territory,  they  will 
then  possess  a  narrow  slip  of  the  country,  in- 
cluding nearly  the  whole  of  the  seacoast  of  Or- 
leans, (including  the  bay  of  Mobile,)  with  a 
most  extensive  up-country,  composed  of  a  great 
part  of  the  i&Ossisrippi  Territory,  and,  I  may 
say,  Tennessee,  wholly  dependent  on  them,  per- 
haps, for  leave  to  go  out  into  the  bay,  and,  cer- 
tainly, for  the  improvement  of  its  navigation. 
And  this,  sir,  is  rendered  more  probable,  as  we 
know  men  act  mostly  for  their  own  interest. 
And,  as  New  Orleans,  from  its  present  popula- 
tion, will  govern  the  councils  of  that  State,  let 
me  ask,  sir,  if  it  will  not  be  their  interest,  as 
much  as  possible,  to  divert  the  trade  and  capi- 
tal from  the  Mobile  to  the  Mississippi  ?  And 
what  security  have  we  that  she  will  not  do  so  ? 
None ;  and  mm  the  nature  of  our  Government 
can  have  none. 

Upon  the  plan  I  propose,  from  the  extent  of 
the  country  proposed  to  be  annexed,  the  peo- 
ple who  inhabit  it»  in  time,  will  have  the  pre- 
ponderance, and  their  interest  will  dictate  the 
proper  course  to  be  pursued  in  relation  to  the 
free  passage  of  the  Mobile. 

We  may,  also,  with  some  certainty,  pro- 
nounce that  the  population  of  the  Mississippi,  if 
it  is  not  now,  will,  in  a  few  years,  be  the  great- 
est slave  population,  inproportion  to  £he  whites, 
of  any  country  in  the  United  States.  Is  it,  then, 
of  no  consequence  to  have  those  settlements  so 
connected  with  others,  composed  of  whites,  as 
that  they  may,  at  all  limes,  be  able,  within  the 
limits  of  their  jurisdiction,  to  suppress  insurrec- 
tions of  that  sort?  Is  not  this  a  consideration 
that  ought  to  be  taken  into  account  9  I,  there- 
fore, move  you,  sir,  to  strike  out  the  whole  of 
the  bill,  from  the  words  "  a  bill,"  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inserting  a  section  by  way  of  amend- 
ment, the  effect  of  which  will  be  to  consolidate' 
both  the  Territories  into  a  single  State,  which 
will  include  the  whole  of  the  country  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States,  east  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee.    This  plan 
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will  avoid  the  objections  made  to  the  want  of 
nmnbera,  and  will  give,  also,  an  American  pop- 
ulation to  the  State,  if  that  should  be  desirable : 
and  will,  also,  avoid  the  difficulty  ocoasionea 
from  the  situation  in  which  West  Florida  is  at 
this  time  placed.  To  this  i^an  I  can  see  but 
one  objection  that  ought  to  have  any  sort  of  in- 
fluence, and  that,  sir,  exists  more  in  idea  than 
reality.  It  is  to  the  size  of  the  proposed  State. 
Divide  and  subdivide  this  coimtry  as  you  will, 
their  interests,  in  a  political  point  of  view,  will 
be  the  same.  Their  representation  in  this  House 
will  neither  be  increased  nor  diminished  by  a 
consolidation.  In  the  Senate,  the  plan  proposed  is 
greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  old  States.  In 
Siat  House,  they  will  have  but  two  Senators 
instead  of  four  or  six,  according  to  the  number 
of  States  that  may  be  made. 

There  is,  also,  no  legal  objection  to  this  plan. 
The  Treaty  of  1808  with  the  French  Bepublic, 
only  provides  for  their  admission  into  the  Union, 
without  regard  to  their  territorial  limits,  and 
there  is  no  law  repugnant  to  the  plan. 

Mr.  Ghoison  said  that  the  observations  of 
the  gentleman  from  N^orth  Qarolina(Mr.  Ma^oon) 
had  rendered  it  unnecessary  for  him  to  make 
numy  of  the  remarks  to  the  committee  which 
he  had  intended.  In  no  point  of  view,  said  Mr. 
G.,  in  which  this  subject  has  been  considered, 
can  I  perceive  any  reason  for  adopting  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, (Mr.  MiLLEB.)  If  that  gentleman  will 
only  advert  to  the  treaty  of  cession  between 
France  and  the  United  States,  and  to  the  act  of 
Congress  passed  pursuant  to  that  treaty,  he  will 
readily  discover  that  the  amendment  he  pro- 
poses cannot  be  sanctioned  without  a  manifest 
violation  of  public  faith.  By  the  third  article 
of  the  treaty,  it  is  stipulated  that  ^Hhe  inhab- 
itants of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  incorpora- 
ted in  the  union  of  the  United  States,  and  ad- 
mitted as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the 
principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  en- 
joyment of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  im- 
munities of  citizens  of  the  United  States."  On 
the  second  of  March,  1805,  Conffreas  proceeded 
by  an  act  of  legislation  to  fulfil  this  engagement 
with  France ;  and  accordingly,  by  the  7th  sec- 
tion of  that  act,  provided  ^'  tlutt  whenever  it  shall 
be  ascertained  bv  an  actual  census  or  enumera- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leans, taken  by  proper  authority,  that  the  num- 
ber of  free  inhabitants  included  therein  shall 
amoxmt  to  sixty  thousand,  they  shall  thereupon, 
be  authorized  to  form  for  themselves  a  consti- 
tution and  State  government,  and  be  admitted 
into  the  Union  upon  the  footing  of  the  original 
States,  m  all  respects  whatever,  oonformaUy  to 
the  provisions  of  the  8d  article  of  the  treaty 
concladed  at  Paris  on  the  thirtieth  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  between  the 
United  States  and  the  French  Bepublic"  Now, 
jf  to  the  Orleans  Territory  you  add  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory,  and  of  the  two  erect  one  State, 
you  evidently  will  not  comply  either  with  your 
stipulations  with  the  Frendi  Bepublic,  or  with 


your  covenant  to  the  Orleans  Territory.  For, 
by  these  you  have  agreed  that  Orleans  shsll  be- 
come a  State  and  not  part  of  a  State  only ;  and 
there  is  a  wide  and  substantial  distinction  be- 
tween incorporating  that  Territory,  together 
with  other  Territories  into  a  single  State,  as  bat 
a  fractional  part  thereof,  and  authorizing  the 
people  of  that  Territory  "  to  form  for  themsehea 
a  constitution  and  State  government,  and  to  be 
admitted  into  the  Union  upon  the  footing  of  the 
original  States."  In  the  lormer  case  they  nuy 
possibly  have  no  influence  whatever  in  appoint- 
ments to  the  other  branch  of  the  Legialatare, 
and  all  their  interior  regulations  may  also,  by 
possibility,  be  dictated  to  them  by  an  ascendant 
population  in  the  remainder  of  the  State.  In 
the  latter  case  they  will,  of  course,  have  the  en- 
tire direction  in  regard  to  their  system  of  police 
and  their  State  institutions,  and  will  moreover 
have  a  right,  not  participated  in  by  any  other 
persons,  of  sending  two  Senators  to  Congreea. 
In  fact  they  will  be  a  distinct  State  sovereigntj. 
Surely,  then,  there  is  a  great  and  obvious  uffer- 
ence  between  what  we  have  so  often  promised 
these  people,  and  what  is  now  proposed  for 
them. 

Mr.  Bibb  conceived  that  the  House  oooldDot 
adopt  such  jan  amendment  as  that  propo9ed, 
without  the  consent  of  Georgia;  for  without 
her  consent  they  could  not  make  an  addition  to 
or  division  of  the  Missiteippi  Territory.  It  was 
true,  he  said,  that  he  had  on  a  former  day  pro- 
posed to  make  an  addition  of  territory  to  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  but  it  was  only  daring 
such  time  as  it  should  remain  a  Territory.  To 
this  there  could  be  no  obiection,  as  there  was 
no  prohibition  to  it  in  the  compact  It  had 
been  his  intention,  if  the  House  had  thonght 
proper  to  sanction  nis  motion,  to  have  oiade  a 
proposition  to  the  State  of  Georgia  to  admit 
that  territory  to  be  incorporated  with  the  ICs- 
sissippi.  The  amendment  now  offered  erident- 
ly  proposed  a  violation  of  the  compact  with 
Georgia. 

Mr.  Maook  said  this  bill  had  taken  rather  a 
curious  course*  The  principle  and  detail  had 
both  been  attacked ;  and  yet  no  proposal  had 
been  made  to  try  whether  the  House  would 
legisUte  on  the  subject  He  had  proDoaed  an 
amendment  to  do  away  some  of  the  cojectiona 
to  the  detail ;  but  instead  of  being  allowed  to 
amend  the  bill,  the  House  were  met  by  a  con- 
stitutional olgection,  from  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Whkaton)  to  the  power  of 
Congress  to  make  a  State.  If  this  olaection 
was  good,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  admitted  the  IhU 
ought  not  to  pass;  for,  Mr.  M.  said,  on  this 
point  he  could  not  agree  ^th  the  gentlenua 
from  Tennesaee,  that  because  a  treaty  had  been 
made  in  relation  to  it,  it  was  too  late  to  ol^t 
to  the  constitutionality.  Mr.  M.  said  no;  it 
was  never  too  late  to  return  to  the  oonstitntioiL 
If  the  article  of  the  constitution,  howeTer,  m 
not  mean  that  Congress  might  take  States  ont 
of  new  Territories^  what  did  it  mean!  There 
was  no  occasion  for  it  in  relation  to  the  old  Tcr- 
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ritoiiee ;  for  the  ordinance  of  the  Old  Congress 
had  seoared  to  them  the  right ;  and  these  ordi- 
nances were  as  hinding  as  the  treaties  which 
Congress  had  entered  into.  The  change  of  the 
form  of  Government  did  not  affect  national 
obligations.  The  right  to  become  States  was 
one  which  Congress  conld  not  take  from  the 
old  Territories.  The  right  of  creating  States 
oat  of  acquired  Territories,  was  one  which  he 
had  alwajB  contended  for;  and  it  had  been 
stated  hy  at  least  one  of  those  who  formed  the 
congtitndon,  that  this  article  had  reference  to 
Canada.  ^  New  States  ma^  be  admitted  by  the 
Congress  into  the  Union."  At  the  time  this 
proYision  was  made,  Florida  and  Louisiana 
were  not  thought  of.  Canada  was  the  Territory- 
kept  in  view.  Much,  sir,  smd  Mr.  M.,  as  the 
United  States  wanted  the  southern  country, 
and  great  as  is  the  convenience  of  possessing  it, 
I  never  would  have  consented  to  have  taken  it 
to  have  kept  them  in  Territorial  government 
forever.  I  do  not  want  provinces.  I  am  ex- 
tremely sorry,  sir,  that  whenever  this  subject 
is  agitated,  we  are  met  by  the  objection  that 
these  people  are  of  French  descent.  I  have 
before  expressed  my  opinion  on  this  subject, 
and  it  is  needless  to  repeat  it ;  but  if  gentlemen 
wish  them  to  become  our  brethren  in  reality, 
make  them  our  eqnals ;  act  just  towards  them. 
Do  onto  them  as  yon  would  they  should  do 
unto  yon,  and  msJce  them  your  friends.  I 
know  an  opinion  is  entertained  that  only  those 
who  are  of  the  favored  race  can  be  n<ee.  I 
know,  sir,  that  the  English  nation  has  been 
freer  than  any  other ;  but  the  time  has  been 
that  Holland,  Sweden,  and  others,  have  been 
friee — ^power,  however,  overcame  right,  and  the 
people  lost  Iheir  liberties. 

I  cannot  consider  it  any  question  for  our  con- 
sideration,  who  shall  be  tiieir  Senators  and  who 
their  Representatives.  They  have  had  some 
time  a  delegate,  and  will  find  delegates  in  the 
Senate  as  well  as  the  House  of  Representatives. 
It  seems  to  me,  sir,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  need  not  to  have  referred  to  the  dis- 
pute between  the  Potomac  and  the  Delaware, 
because  the  constitution  has  put  an  end  to  these 
Bonroes  of  strife.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  the  Orleans 
Territory  is  a  slave  country,  and  I  would  be 
glad  if  Uiey  could  get  dear  of  them ;  but  that 
does  not  at  all  affect  this  question. 

Ilie  present  situation  of  Mobile  and  Orleans 
is  the  reason  why  I  want  some  alteration  in  the 
btU.  I  would  rather  not  have  them  under  the 
same  Government.  I  have  endeavored  to  ascer- 
tain the  present  population  of  the  Orleans  Ter- 
ritory, so  called.  There  is  a  difference  of 
opinion  among  those  well  informed  on  the  sub- 
jectyfrom  46,000  to  55,000.  He  wished  gentlemen 
would  permit  them  to  try  the  (question  on  the 
principle  of  the  bill,  and  ascertain  whether  the 
House  would  do  any  thing  with  it  or  not.  > 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTEB  obscrved  that  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  for  incor- 
porating the  present  Mississippi  Territory  with 
West  Florida  and  the  Mand  of  Orleans,  to  the 


sea,  with  a  view  to  form  of  the  whole  one  State, 
did  not  meet  his  approbation.  From  the  Ten- 
nessee line,  which  would  be  the  northern  boun- 
dary of  the  Sfcate,  to  the  confluence  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi with  the  bay  of  Mexico,  is  a  distance  of 
from  eight  hundred  to  a  thousand  miles,  in  the 
nearest  direction,  and  following  the  meanders  of 
the  river,  not  less  in  my  opinion  than  twelve 
hundred  miles.  Taking  the  distance  generally 
from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Georgia  line,  I  should 
judge  it  to  be  about  five  hundred  miles,  and 
from  the  northernmost  point  of  the  State  of 
Geoi^^a  to  the  junction  of  the  Chatahoochee 
with  the  sea,  cannot  be  Tar  short  of  a  thousand 
miles.  This  vast  tract  of  country,  in  my  hum- 
ble conception,  is  too  extensive  for  the  purpose 
of  local  State'  government.  Indeed,  sir.  it  could 
hardly  be  expected,  over  such  an  immense 
territory,  interspersed  with  numerous  tribes  of 
Indians,  that  even  the  Executive  functionaries 
of  Government  could  be  able  to  perform  their 
duty  in  the  execution  of  their  laws. 

That  geographical  limits,  other  than  those. 
Which  now  divide  the  Orleans  and  Mississippi 
Territories,  might  be  designated,  to  comport 
more  with  the  future  convenience  and  prosperi- 
ty of  the  country,  cannot  be  denied.  I  would 
suggest  for  the  reflection  of  gentlemen  who  have 
to  act  on  this  subject,  the  expediency  of  making 
the  great  river  2k(ississippi  the  high  road  be- 
tween the  Eastern  and  Western  States,  to  be 
formed  on  its  waters ;  that  no  one  State  should 
possess  both  banks  of  that  river.  In  that  event, 
to  commence  on  the  eastern  shore  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Yazoo,  in  latitude  82  80 ;  thence  in  a  direct 
line  to  the  head-waters  of  the  Chatahoochee, 
thence  to  the  sea,  and  along  the  coast,  in  a 
southwestern  direction,  to  Lake  Barrataria, 
thence  up  the  Chafhlaga  to  its  junction  with  the 
Mississippi,  and  thence  up  that  river  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Yazoo.  This  tract  of  country 
would  include  about  three  degrees  of  latitude ; 
it  would  combine  all  the  settlements  on  the 
Eastern  side  of  the  Mississippi,  except  the  county 
of  Madison,  which  could  be  disposed  of  as  the 
wisdom  of  Congress  might  hereafter  direct. 
There  are  various  political  considerations  which 
operate  in  favor  of  the  formation  of  such  a 
State.  The  people  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans 
are  petitioning  to  become  an  independent  State, 
and  I  for  one  hope  the  prayer  of  their  petition 
will  in  substance  be  granted.  It  is  said  that  the 
French  population  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans 
are  unfriendly  to  the  American  Government. 
That  they  have  strong  prejudices  in  favor  of 
France.  Althongh,  sir,  I  do  not  attach  so 
much  importance  to  that  circumstance  as  some 
gentlemen  do,  I  am  willing  to  admit  that  French 
emigrants  in  Louisiana  feel  an  attachment  to 
their  native  country.  I  do  not  blush  to  say 
that  were  I  in  France,  or  any  other  foreign 
country,  I  could  never  forget  that  I  was  bom 
an  American  citizen.  I  could  never  relinquish 
my  attachments  to  the  land  of  freedom,  in 
which  I  inhaled  my  flrst  breath.  Judging  there- 
fore, of  the  feelings  of  others,  by  my  own,  I 
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cannot  doubt  that  many  influential  French  in- 
habitants of  New  Orleans  entertain  a  predilec- 
tion for  the  country  which  gave  them  birth. 
But,  sir,  within  the  limits  which  I  have  submit- 
ted to  the  consideration  of  the  committee,  there 
is  an  American  population  at  least  sufficient  to 
neutralize  every  exotic  prejudice  which  may 
exist  in  Kew  Orleans.  A  people  whose  origin, 
whose  feelings  and  principles  are  American,  and 
who  are  prepared  to  rally  around  the  standard 
of  the  constitution,  in  every  scene  of  difficulty 
and  of  danger. 
Mr.  MiLUB^B  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 


Monday,  January  14. 
Orleans  Territory. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
engrossed  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Orleans  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 
ffovemmenl^  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State 
mto  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  ori- 
ginal States,  and  for  other  purpoees. 
The  bill  being  on  its  finiu  passage — 
Mr.  Pitkin  said  he  had  heretofore  stated  that 
he  had  some  objections  to  the  bill,  which  he  had 
intended  to  have  stated  to  the  House  when  the 
bill  was  capable  of  amendment,  but  that  he  had 
not  an  opportunity  so  to  do.  I  have  stated,  said 
Mr.  P.,  that  it  was  probable  there  would  be 
some  difficulty  between  Orleans,  when  it  be- 
comes a  State,  and  the  United  States,  respecting 
the  extent  of  the  State  westward.  I  stated  that 
the  United  States,  in  consequence  of  the  pur- 
chase of  Louisiana  with  the  same  extent  that  it 
had  when  Spfdn  and  France  possessed  it,  had 
claimed  the  territory  as  fEur  as  the  river  called 
Rio  Bravo  ;  that  the  negotiations  on  this  sub- 
ject between  the  Governments  of  the  United 
States  and  Spain  were  probably  unknown  to 
many  members  of  the  Mouse,  and  that  it  re- 

Suired  a  pretty  accurate  knowledge  of  them,  of 
iie  extent  of  the  daim,  and  of  the  geography 
of  the  country,  to.  understand  precisely  what  I 
meant.  I  stated  that  there  was  an  extent  of 
country  between  a  meridional  line  passing 
through  Nacogdoches  and  Bio  Bravo,  of  four  or 
five  hundred  miles  in  width,  which  the  United 
States  had  claimed  as  being  their  property.  In 
tiie  negotiations  between  the  two  countries,  the 
United  States  offered  to  cede  all  the  country 
between  the  Rio  Bravo  and  the  Colorado  run- 
ning east  of  it  to  Spain,  on  the  condition  that 
Spain  would  cede  to  the  United  States  all  the 
territory  west  of  the  Perdido.  This  proposition 
was  r^ected.  Our  Commissioners  were  in- 
structed to  assert  our  title  as  far  as  the  Rio 
Bravo,  or  at  least  to  the  Bay  of  St.  Bernard. 
It  is  so  stated  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  the  introduction  to  the  compilation  of 
tiie  land  laws,  in  which  he  states  that  we  un- 
questionably have  a  right  to  the  country  as  far 
west  as  the  sources  of  the  rivers  which  fall  into 
the  Mississippi,  to  the  sources  of  the  Red  River, 
Arkansas,  and  Missouri ;  that  with  respect  to 
the  territory  immediately  bounding  on  the  Gulf 


of  Mexico,  we  haice  claims  to  the  "  province  of 
Texas,"  wnich  it  is  well  known  is  a  verr  lai^ge 
province.  By  the  bill  before  us,  accordiog  to 
this  construction,  jurisdiction  is  extended  over 
this  very  province  ;  and  it  may  be,  and  in  fact 
will  be,  in  the  power  of  the  State  of  Orieans  to 
say  that  our  limits  extend  so  far,  and  therefore 
to  extend  their  jurisdiction  in  like  manner.  In 
my  apprehension,  therefore,  it  is  important, 
while  we  are  making  this  Territory  a  State, 
where  the  boundaries  are  disputed,  to  retain  in 
our  own  hands  the  power  of  settling  them.  It 
is  known  that,  by  the  law  which  piweed  provid- 
ing for  the  government  of  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leans, we  had  liberty  to  alter  the  boundaiy  be- 
fore we  made  them  a  State,  but  not  after.  Win 
it  not  be  in  the  power  of  the  new  State  to  wtotfL 
on  their  right  to  jurisdiction  over  the  teiritoiy, 
at  least  as  far  west  as  the  Colorado,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  United  States  from  ceding  any  part  of 
it?  For  instance,  sir,  the  United  States  may 
wish,  as  we  have  taken  Florida  as  far  as  the 
Perdido,  subject  to  future  negotiation,  to  make 
this  arrangement :  to  cede  to  Spain  a  certain 
proportion  west  for  East  Florida.  Now,  sir,  I 
ask  when  we  have  made  this  coontry  a  State  if 
we  can  do  this  ?  I  believe  it  will  be  said  by 
every  person  that  we  cannot,  after  she  becoma 
a  State,  alter  the  boundaries  without  het  con- 
sent. I  do  apprehend,  therefore,  there  wiU  be 
difficulties  on  the  subject  hereafter,  if  the  Unit- 
ed States  should  attempt  to  settle  the  boundaiy 
in  a  manner  disagreeable  to  the  State;  becanse, 
if  titiey  cannot  extend  their  jurisdiction  west  of 
a  meridional  line  passing  through  Naoogdocbea, 
the  territory  will  be  in  extent  east  and  westbni 
about  one  hundred  miles,  and  north  and  aouth 
about  one  hundred  and  twenty,  and  thisvifi 
make  them  comparatively  a  small  State. 

As  the  United  States  have  settled  a  {ffori- 
sional  Une,  to  wit :  a  meridional  line  through 
Nacogdoches,  it  should  not  be  in  the  power  of 
the  new  State  to  extend  its  jurisdiction  beyond 
that  line.  Provision  might  be  made  in  tbia 
way:  The  western  boundary  might  be  made 
to  conform  to  the  provisiimal  line ;  and  a  pro- 
vision might  then  be  made  that  there  ahonla  be 
reserved  to  the  United  States  the  privilege  of 
adding  to  it  whatever  land  it  should  acquire 
westwardly.  Such  a  provinon  would  leave  us 
at  liberty  to  settle  the  limits  without  the  inter- 
ference of  that  State,  and  without,  I  appn^end, 
much  difficulty.  This  was  done  inreiaticAto 
the  Stete  of  Ohio.  Unless  the  right  had  been 
reserved,  the  consent  of  the  State  would  have 
been  necessary  to  a  cession,  or  other  alierati<« 
of  its  boundaiy. .  Such  a  course  in  this  ease  wiU 
be  perfectly  safe  for  the  United  States,  as  well 
as  for  the  new  State.  I  wish  we  may  ao  regu- 
late the  Territory  as  there  may  not  in  Idtore  be 
any  collision  between  the  State  and  the  United 
States.  The  province  of  Texas  is  in  the  vioe- 
royalty  of  New  Spain.  We  know  that  the 
Viceroy  sent  his  troops  to  oppoee  the  peasage 
of  our  troops,  and  a  provisional  line  was  estab* 
lished.     New  Spain  is  very  powetAil,  and  I 
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should  be  Terjr  sorry  that  the  new  State  should 
liave  power  to  embroil  the  United  States  with 
it  I  wonld  ask  the  chairman  of  the  oommittee 
who  reported  this  bill,  what  were  his  yiews  re- 
specting the  western  boundary,  and  how  far  it 
was  his  idea  that  the  new  State  should  extend, 
and  whether  it  would  not  comport  with  his 
ideas  that  the  change  which  I  have  suggested 
should  be  made  ?  I  could  have  wished  that  the 
bill  was  in  such  a  state  of  its  progress  that  I 
could  have  moved  an  amendment ;  but,  as  it  ia, 
nnlesB  I  am  satisfied  that  we  shall  not  be  in- 
volved in  difficulty  by  the  consequences  I  have 
stated,  I  shall  be  unwilling  to  pass  the  bill,  and 
must  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  QmiroT.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  address  you,  sir, 
with  an  anxiety  and  distress  of  mind  with  me 
wb<^y  unprecedented.  The  friends  of  this  bill 
seem  to  consider  it  as  the  exercise  of  a  common 
power ;  as  an  ordinary  affair ;  a  mere  municipal 
regulation  which  they  expect  to  see  pass  with- 
out ofther  questions  than  those  concerning  de- 
tails But,  sir,  the  principle  of  this  bill  mar 
terially  affects  the  liberties  and  rights  of  the 
whole  people  of  the  United  States.  To  me,  it 
appeon  that  it  would  justify  a  revolution  in  this 
country ;  and  that,  jn  no  great  length  of  time, 
may  produce  it.  When  I  see  the  zesl  and  per- 
severance with  which  this  bill  has  been  urged 
along  its  Parliamentary  path,  when  I  know  the 
local  interests  and  associated  projects,  which 
combine  to  promote  its  success,  all  opposition 
to  it  seems  manifestly  unavailing.  I  am  almost 
tempted  to  leave,  without  a  struggle,  my  coun- 
try to  its  fatew  But,  sir,  while  there  is  life, 
there  is  hope.  So  long  as  the  fittal  shaft  has 
not  yet  sped,  if  Heaven  so  will  it,  the  bow  may 
be  broken,  and  the  vigor  of  the  mischief-medi- 
tating arm  withered.  If  there  be  a  man  in  this 
house,  or  nation,  who  cherishes  the  constitution 
under  which  we  are  assembled,  as  the  chief  stay 
of  his  hope,  as  the  light  which  is  destined  to 
gladden  his  own  day,  and  to  soften  even  the 
'  gloom  of  the  grave,  by  the  prospect  it  sheds 
over  his  children,  I  fall  not  behind  him  in  such 
soitinienta  I  will*  yield  to  no  num  in  attach- 
ment to  this  constitution,  in  veneration  for  the 
sages  who  laid  its  foundations,  in  devotion  to 
those  principles  which  form  its  cement  and  con- 
stitate  its  proportions.  What,  then,  must  be 
my  feelings;  what  ought  to  be  the  feelings  of 
a  man  cherishing  such  sentiments,  when  he  sees 
an  set  contemplated  which  lays  ruin  at  the  root 
of  aU  these  hopes  ?  When  he  sees  a  principle 
of  action  about  to  be  usurped,  before  the  opera- 
tion of  which  the  bands  of  this  constitution  are 
no  more  than  flax  before  the  fire,  or  stubble  before 
the  whirlwind  f  When  this  bill  passes,  such  an 
act  is  done,  and  such  a  principle  usurped. 

Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  a  great  rule  of  human 
ecmdnct,  which  he  who  honestiy  observes  cannot 
err  widely  from  the  path  of  his  sought  duty. 
It  iS|  to  be  very  scrupulous  concerning  the  prin- 
ciples yoir  select  as  the  test  of  your  rights  and 
obligationB ;  to  be  very  faithftil  in  noticing  the 
result  of  their  application ;  and  to  be  very  fear- 


less in  tracing  and  exposing  their  immediate 
effects  and  distant  consequences.  Under  the 
sanction  of  this  rule  of  conduct,  I  am  compelled 
to  declare  it  as  my  deliberate  opinion,  that,  if 
this  bill  passes,  the  bonds  of  this  Union  are  vir- 
tually dissolved ;  that  the  States  which  compose 
it  are  free  from  their  moral  obligations,  and 
that,  as  it  wiU  be  the  right  of  aU,  so  it  will  be 
the  duty  of  some,  to  prepare  definitely  for  a 
separation — amicably  if  they  can,  violentiy  if 
tiiey  must. 
Mr.  QunroT  was  here  called  to  order  by  Mr. 

POINDBXTEB. 

Mr.  QuiNOT  repeated,- and  justified  the  remark 
he  had  made,  which,  to  save  all  misapprehension, 
he  committed  to  writing,  in  the  following 
words :  '^  If  tiiis  bill  passes,  it  is  my  deliberate 
opinion  that  it  is  virtually  a  dissolution  of  this 
Union ;  that  it  will  free  the  States  from  their 
moral  obligation,  and,  as  it  will  be  the  right  of 
all,  so  it  will  be  the  duty  of  some,  definitely  to 
prepare  for  a  separation,  amicably  if  they  can, 
violentiy  if  they  must" 

After  some  little  confrwion, 

Mr.  PoiNDBXTSB  required  the  decision  of  the 
Speaker  whether  it  was  consistent  with  the 

e'opriety  of  debate,  to  use  such  an  expression, 
e  said  it  was  radically  wrong  for  any  member 
to  use  arguments  going  to  dissolve  the  Grovem- 
ment,  and  tumble  this  body  itself  to  dost  and 
ashes.  It  would  be  found,  from  the  gentieman^s 
statement  of  his  language,  that  he  had  declared 
the  right  of  any  portion  of  the  people  to  sepa- 
rate  

Mr.  Qttinot  wished  the  Speaker  to  decide, 
for  if  the  gentieman  was  permitted  to  debate 
the  question,  he  should  lose  one-half  of  his 


The  Bpeakeb  decided  that  great  latitude  in 
debate  was  generally  allowed ;  and  that,  by  way 
of  argument  against  a  bill,  the  first  part  of  the. 
gentieman^s  observations  was  admissible ;  but 
the  latter  member  of  the  sentence,  viz. :  ^^  That 
it  would  be  the  duty  of  some  States  to  prepare 
for  a  separation,  amicably  if  they  can,  violentiy 
if  they  must,"  was  contrary  to  the  order  of 
debate. 

Mr.  QiTiNOT  appealed  from  his  decision,  and 
required  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  appeal. 

The  question  was  stated  thus :  ^^  Is  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Spbaksb  correct  ?"  And  decided — 
5S  yeas ;  56  nays. 

So  the  decision  of  the  speaker  was  reversed; 
Mr.  QniNOT^B  -observations  were  declared  to  be 
in  order;  and  he  proceeded. 

I  rejoice,  Mr.  Speaker,  at  the  result  of  this 
appeal.  Not  from  any  personal  consideration, 
but  from  the  respect  paid  to  the  essential  rights 
of  the  people,  in  one  of  their  representatives. 
When  I  spoke  of  a  separation  of  the  States  as 
resulting  from  the  violation  of  the  constitution, 
contemplated  in  this  bill,  \  spoke  of  it  as  of  a 
necessity,  deeply  to  be  deprecated ;  but  as  result- 
ing from  causes  so  certain  and  obvious,  as  to  be 
absolutely  inevitable  when  the  effect  of  the 
principle  is  practically  experienced.     It  is  to 
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preserve,  to  goard  the  oonstitntiop  of  my  oonn- 
try,  that  I  denonnoe  this  attempt.  I  wotdd 
rouse  the  attention  of  gentlemen  from  the  apa- 
thy -with  which  they  seem  heset.  These  oh- 
servatiomi  are  not  made  in  a  comer;  there  is 
no  low  intrigne ;  no  secret  machinations.  I  am 
on  the  people^s  own  gromkd — ^to  them  I  i^peol^ 
concerning  their  own  rights^  their  own  lihertiea, 
their  own  intent  in  adopting  this  oonstitntion. 
The  voice'  I  have  uttered,  at  which  gentlemen 
startle  with  such  agitation,  is  no  unfriendly 
.  voice.  I  intended  it  as  a  voice  of  warning.  By 
this  people,  and  hy  the  event,  if  this  bill  passes, 
I  am  willing  to  be  judged,  whether  it  be  not  a 
voice  of  wisdom. 

The  bill,  which  is  now  proposed  to  be  passed, 
has  this  assumed  principle  for  its  basis — ^tnat  the 
three  branches  of  this  National  Government^ 
-without  recurrence  to  conventions  of  the  people, 
in  the  States,  or' to  the  Legislatures  of  the  States, 
are  authorized  to  admit  new  partners  to  a  share 
of  the  political  power,  in  countries  out  of  the 
original  limits  of  the  United  States.  '  Now,  this 
assumed  principle  I  maintain  to  be  altogether 
without  any  sanction  in  the  constitution.  I 
declare  it  to  be  a  manifest  and  atrocious  usurpa- 
tion of  power ;  of  a  nature,  dissolving,  according 
to  undeniable  principles  of  moral  law,  the  obli- 
gations of  our  national  compact;  and  leading  to 
all  the  awful  consequences  which  flow  nt>m 
such  a  state  of  things. 

Concerning  this  assumed  principle,  which  is 
the  basis  of  this  bill,  this  is  the  general  position 
on  which  I  rest  my  argument — that  if  the  au- 
thority, now  proposed  to  be  exercised,  be  dele- 
gated  to  the  three  branches  of  the  Government, 
y  virtue  of  the  constituticm,  it  residts  eiUier 
from  its  general  nature,  or  m>m  its  particular 
provisions.  I  shall  consider  distinctly  both  these 
sources,  in  relation  to  this  pretended  power. 

Touching  the  general  nature  of  the  instrument 
called  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stales, 
there  is  no  obscurity — ^it  has  no  fabled  descent, 
like  the  palladium  of  ancient  Troy,  from  the 
heavens.  Its  origin  is  not  confused  hj  the  mists 
of  time,  or  hidden  by  the  darkness  of  past,  un- 
explored ages ;  it  is  the  fabric  of  our  day.  Bome 
now  living,  had  a  share  in  its  construction — all 
of  us  stood  by,  and  saw  the  rising  of  the  edifice. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  about  its  nature.  It  is 
a  political  compact.  By  whom?  And  about 
what?  The  preamble  to  the  instrument  will 
answer  these  questions : 

"  We,  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  oider  to 
form  a  more  pezfect  union,  establish  jnstice,  insure 
domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  cxnnmon  de- 
fence, promote  the  general  weUare,  and  secure  the 
blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterily,  do 
ordain  and  establish  this  oonstitation,  for  the  United 
States  of  America.** 

It  is,  '^  we,  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
for  ourselves  and  jur ^posterity;"  not  for  the 
people  of  Louisiana;  nor  for  the  people  of  New 
Orleans,  or  of  Canada.  None  of  these  enter 
into  the  scope  of  the  instrument;  it  embraoes 
only  ^'the  United  States  of  America.''    Who 


those  are,  it  may  seem  strange,  in  this  place,  to 
inquire.  But  truly,  sir,  our  imaguiatioDs  hare, 
of  late,  been  so  accustomed  to  wa&der  after  new 
settlements  to  the  very  end  of  the  earth,  that  it 
will  not  be  time  ill-spent  to  inouire  what  this 
phrase  means,  and  what  it  inckaea.  Theae  an 
not  terms  adopted  at  hazard ;  they  have  refw- 
ence  to  a  state  of  things  existing  anterior  to  the 
constitution.  When  &e  people  of  the  pnaent 
United  States  began  to  contemplate  a  seTeranoe 
from  their  parent  State,  it  was  a  bog  time 
before  they  fixed  definitely  the  name  bj  whieh 
they  would  be  designated.  In  1774,  they  called 
themselvee  ^^the  Colonies  and  ProviDMa  of 
North  America."  In  1776,  ''the  Repraeota- 
tives  of  the  United  Colonies  of  North  Amer- 
ica." In  the  Declaration  of  IndepeDdenee, 
''the  Representatives  of  the  United  Stata^ 
of  America."  And  finally,  in  the  Articlea  of 
Confederation,  the  style  ci  the  coufederaqr  is 
declared  to  be  "the  United  States  of  Ameriea." 
It  was  with  reference  to  the  old  articles  of  con- 
federation, and  to  preserve  the  identity  and  es- 
tablished individuality  of  their  diaraeter,  that 
the  preamble  to  this  constitution,  not  cootent, 
simply,  with  declaring  that  it  is  "we,  the  peofde 
of  the  United  States,"  who  enter  mto  tlui  oom- 
pact,  adds  that  it  is  for  "the  United  States  of 
America."  Concerning  the  territory  oootem- 
plated  by  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in 
these  general  terms,  there  can  be  no  disinte; 
it  is  settled  by  the  treaty  of  peace,  and  indaded 
within  the  AUantio  Ocean,  and  St  Ooix,  the 
lakes,  ahd  more  precisely,  so  &r  as  relates  to 
the  frontier,  having  relation  to  the  present 
argument,  within  "  a  line  to  be  drawikumngfa 
the  middle  of  the  river  Mississippi,  until  it  iDte^ 
sect  the  northernmost  part  of  the  thir^-int  de- 
gree of  north  ktitude  to  the  river  Apalaehieola, 
thence  along  the  middle  of  this  river  to  its  jane- 
tion  with  the  Flint  River,  thence  straight  to  the 
head  of  the  St.  Mary's  River,  and  thenoe  down 
the  St.  Mary's  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean." 

I  have  been  thus  particular  to  dnv*the* 
minds  of  gentlemen,  distinctiy,  to  the  meaoiflg 
of  the  terms  used  in  the  preamble ;  to  the  ex- 
tent which  "  the  United  States  "  then  indaded ; 
and  to  the  fact  that  neither  New  OrieiBa  nor 
Louisiana  were  within  the  oomprehenRoa  of 
the  terms  of  this  instrument.  It  is  sufficient  for 
the  present  branch  of  my  argoment  to  aay,  that 
there  is  nothing  in  the  general  nature  of  this 
compact  from  which  the  power  ocMitemplated 
to  be  exercised  in  this  bill  results.  On  the  con- 
trary, as  the  introduction  of  a  new  assodatein 
political  power  implies,  necesaarily,  a  new  di- 
vision of  power,  and  consequent  ^nunutioiL  of 
the  relative  proportion  of  the  former  proprietors 
of  it ;  there  can,  certainly,  be  nothing  more  ob- 
vious, than  that  from  the  general  nature  of  the 
instrument  no  power  can  result  to  diminiah  and 
give  away  to  strangers  any  propcHrtion  of  the 
rights  of  the  ori^nal  partners.  If  such  a  power 
exists,  it  must  be  found,  then,  in  the  partioolar 
provisions  in  the  constitution.  The  questii^ 
now  arising  is,  in  which  of  these  proviaoDS  is 
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^Ten  the  power  to  admit  new  States,  to  be 
ereated  in  territoriea,  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
old  United  States.  If  it  exists  anywhere,  it  is 
either  in  the  third  section  of  the  fourth  artiole 
of  the  constitntion,  or  in  the  treaty-making 
power.  K  it  result  from  neither  of  these,  it  is 
not  pretended  to  be  found  anywhere  else. 

That  part  of  the  third  section  of  the  fourth 
article,  on  which  the  advocates  of  this  bill  rely, 
is  the  jfbllowing :  ^^  New  States  may  be  admit- 
ted, by  the  Congress,  into  this  Union;  but  no 
new  States  shall  be  formed  or  erected  within 
the  juiiadiotion  of  any  other  State,  nor  any 
State  be  formed  by  the  Junction  of  two  or  more 
States,  or  parts  of  States,  without  the  consent 
of  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  concerned,  as 
well  as  of  the  Congress.'*  I  know,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  the  first  clause  of  this  paragraph  has  been 
read,  with  all  the  superdliousneas  of  a  gramma- 
rian's liiumph.  ^  New  States  may  be  admitted, 
by  the  Congress,  into  this  Union."  Accompa- 
nied with  this  most  consequential  inquiry :  ^^  Is 
not  this  a  new  State  to  be  admitted  ?  And  is 
not  here  an  express  authority?''  I  have  no 
doubt  this  is  a  Mi  and  satisfactory  argument 
to  eyery  one,  who  is  contcfnt  with  the  mere 
colors  and  superficies  of  things.  And  if  we 
were  now  at  the  bar  of  some  stall-fed  justice, 
the  inquiry  would  insure  yiotory  to  the  maker 
of  it,  to  the  manifest  delight  of  the  constables 
and  snitors  of  his  court.  But,  ar,  we  are  now 
before  the  tribunal  of  the  whole  American  peo- 
ple ;  reasoning  concerning  their  libeorties,  their 
rights,  their  constitution.  These  are  not  to  be 
made  the  victims  of  the  inevitable  obscurity  of 
general  terms ;  nor  the  sport  of  verbal  criticism. 
The  qaestion  is  oonoerning  the  intent  of  the 
American  people,  the  pro^etors  of  the  old 
United  States,  when  they  agreed  to  this  article. 
Dictioiuiries  and  speUiuff-books  are,  here,  of  no 
authority.  Neither  Johnson,  nor  Walker,  nor 
Webster  nor  Dilworth,  has  any  voice  in  this 
matter.  Sir,  the  question  concerns  the  propor- 
tion of  power,  reserved  by  this  eonstituticm,  to 
every  State  in  the  Union.  Have  the  three 
branohes  of  this  Government  a  right,  at  will,  to 
weaken  and  outweigh  the  influence,  respective- 
ly secured  to  each  State,  in  this  compact,  by 
introducing,  at  pleasure,  new  partners,,  situate 
beyond  the  old  limits  of  the  United  States? 
The  qnesdon  has  not  relation  merely  to  New 
Orieana  The  great  olgection  is  to  the  princi- 
ple of  the  bilL  If  this  bill  be  admitted,  the 
wh<de  space  of  Louisiana,  greater,  it  is  said, 
than  the  entire  extent  of  the  old  United  States, 
will  be  a  mighly  theatre,  in  which  this  Govem- 
ment  assumes  the  right  of  exercising  this  unpar- 
alleled power.  And  it  will  be;  there  is  no  con- 
cealment, it  is  intended  to  be  exercised.  Nor 
will  it  stop,  until  the  very  name  and  nature  of 
the  old  partners  be  overwhelmed  by  new  com- 
ers into  the  Confederacy.  Sir,  the  question  goes 
to  the  very  root  of  the  power  and  influence  of 
the  present  members  of  this  Union.  The  real 
intent  of  this  article  is,  therefore,  an  inquiry  of 
most  serious  import;  and  is  to  be  settled  only 


by  a  recurrence  to  the  known  history  and 
known  relations  of  this  people  and  their  con- 
stitution. These,  I  maintain,  support  this  posi- 
tion :  that  the  terms  *^  new  States,"  in  this  ar- 
ticle, do  intend  new  political  sovereignties, to  be 
formed  within  the  original  limits  of  the  United 
States;  and  do  not  intend  new  political  sov- 
ereignties with  territorial  annexations,  to  be 
erected  without  the  (X'iginal  limits  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  I  undertake  to  support  both  branches 
of  this  position  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  people 
of  these  United  States.  As  to  any  expectation  of 
conviction  on  this  floor,  I  know  the  nature  of  the 
ground ;  and  how  hopeless  any  arguments  are^ 
which  thwart  a  concerted  course  of  measures. 

I  recur,  in  the  first  place,  to  the  evidence  of 
history.  This  furnishes  the  following  leading 
fact :  that  before,  and  at  the  time  of  the  adop- 
tion of  this  constitution,  the  creation  of  new 
political  sovereignties  within  the  limits  of  tibe 
old  United  States  was  contemplated.  Among 
the  records  of  the  old  Congress  will  be  found  a 
resolution,  passed  as  long  ago  as  the  10th  day 
of  October,  1780,  contemplating  the  cession  of 
unappropriated  lands  to  the  United  States,  ac- 
companied by  a  provision  that  ^^  they  shall  be 
disposed  of  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  be  settled  and  formed  into  dis- 
tinct Bepublioan  States,  which  shall  become 
members  of  the  Federal  Union,  and  have  the 
same  rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  inde- 
pendence, as  the  other  States."  Afterward,  on 
the  7th  of  July,  1786,  the  subject  of  "  laying 
out  and  forming  into  States  "  the  country  lying 
northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  came  under  the 
consideration  of  the  same  body;  and  another 
resolution  was  passed  reconmiending  to  the 
Legislature  of  Virginia  to  revise  their  act  of 
cession,  so  as  to  pennit  a  more  eligible  division 
of  that  portion  of  territory  derived  from  her; 
'^  which  States,"  it  proceeds  to  declare,  ^^  shall 
hereafter  become  members  of  the  Federal 
Union,  and  have  the  same  rights  of  sovereignty, 
freedom,  and  independence,  as  the  original 
States,  in  conformity  with  the  resolution  of 
Congress  of  the  10th  of  October,  1780."  All 
the  Territories  to  which  these  resolutions  had 
reference,  were  undeniably  within  the  ancient 
limits  of  the  United  States. 

Here,  tiien,  is  a  leading  fact,  that  the  article 
in  the  constitution  had  a  condition  of  things, 
notorious  at  the  time  when  it  was  adopt^ 
upon  which  it  was  to  act,  and  to  meet  the  exi- 
gency resulting  from  which,  such  an  article  was 
requisitew  That  is  to  say :  new  States,  within 
the  limits  of  the  United  States,  wore  contem- 
plated at  the  time  when  the  foundations  of  the 
constitution  were  laid.  But  we  have  another 
authority  upon  this  point,  which  is,  in  truth,  a 
cotemporaneons  exposition  of  this  article  of  the 
constitution.  I  allude  to  the  resolution,  passed  on 
the  8d  of  July,  1788,  in  the  words  following: 

[Here  the  refiolation  was  read.] 

In  this  resolution  of  the  old  Congress,  it  is 
expre^y  declared,  that  the  Constitution  of  the 
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United  States  having  been  adopted  by  nine 
States,  an  act  of  the  old  Ck>Dgress  could  have  no 
effect  to  make  Kentucky  a  separate  member  of 
the  Union,  and  that,  although  they  thought  it 
expedient  that  it  should  be  so  admitted,  yet  that 
this  could  only  be  done  under  the  provisions 
made  in  the  new  constitution.  It  is  impossible 
to  have  a  more  direct  contemporaneous  evi- 
dence that  the  case  contemplated  in  this  article 
was  that  of  the  Territories  within  the  limits  of 
the  United  States;  yet  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Macon,)  for  whose  integ- 
rity and  independence  I  have  very  great  respect, 
told  us  the  other  day,  that  ^^  if  this  article  had 
not  territories  within  the  limits  of  the  old 
United  States  to  act  upon,  it  would  be  wholly 
without  meaning.  Because  the  ordinance  of 
the  old  Congress  had  secured  the  right  to  the 
States  within  the  old  United  States,  and  a  pro- 
vision for  that  object,  in  the  new  constitution, 
was  wholly  unnecessary,"  Now,  I  wiU  appeal 
to  the  gentleman's  own  candor,  if  the  very  re- 
verse of  the  conclusion  he  draws  is  not  the  true 
one,  after  he  has  considered  the  following  fact : 
That,  by  this  ordinance  of  the  old  Congress,  it 
was  declared,  that  the  boundaries  of  the  con- 
templated States,  and  the  terms  of  their  admis- 
sion, should  be,  in  certain  particulars,  specified 
in  the  ordinance,  subject  to  the  control  of  Con- 
gress. Now,  as  by  the  new  constitution  the 
old  Congress  was  about  to  be  annihilated,  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  very  fulfilment  of 
this  ordinance,  that  the  new  constitution  should 
have  this  power  for  the  admission  of  new  States 
within  the  ancient  limits,  so  that  the  ordinance 
of  the  old  Congress,  far  from  showing  the  inu- 
tility of  such  a  provision  for  the  Territories 
within  the  ancient  limits^  expressly  proves  the 
reverse,  and  is  an  evidence  of  its  necessity  to 
effect  the  object  of  the  ordinance  itself. 

I  think  there  can  be  no  more  satisfactory  evi- 
dence adduced  or  required  of  the  first  part  of 
the  position,  that  the  terms  "new  States''  did 
intei^d  new  political  sovereignties  within  the 
limits  of  the  old  United  States.  For  it  is  here 
shown,  that  the  creation  of  such  States,  within 
the  territorial  limits  fixed  by  the  treaty  of  1788, 
had  been  contemplated ;  that  the  old  Congress 
itself  expressly  asserts  that  the  new  constitution 
gave  the  power  for  that  object ;  that  the  nature 
of  the  old  ordinance  required  such  a  power,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  its  provisions  mto  ^ect, 
and  that  it  h^  been  from  the  time  of  the  adop- 
tion of  the  federal  constitution,  unto  this  hour, 
applied  exclusively  to  the  admission  of  States, 
within  the  limits  of  the  old  United  States,  and 
was  never  attempted  to  be  extended  to  any 
other  object. 

Now,  having  shown  a  purpose,  at  the  time  of 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  sufficient  to  occupy  the  whole  scope  of 
the  terms  of  the  article,  ought  not  the  evidence 
be  very  strong  to  satisfy  the  mind,  that  the 
terms  really  intended  something  else,  besides 
tfiis  obvious  purpose ;  that  it  may  be  fairly  ex- 
tended to  the  entire  circle  of  the  ^obe,  wherever 


title  can  be  obtained  by  purchase,  or  oonqnest, 
and  the  new  partners  in  the  political  power  may 
be  admitted  at  the  mere  discretion  of  this  Le- 
gislature, any  where  that  it  wills.  A  jHiiusple 
tiius  monstrous  is  asserted  in  this  bill. 

But  I  think  it  may  be  made  satisfactorily  to 
appear  not  only  that  the  terms  ^^  new  States  ^ 
in  this  article  did  mean  political  sovereigiiUes  to 
be  formed  within  the  original  limits  oi  the 
United  States,  as  has  just  been  shown,  but,  also, 
negatively,  that  it  did  not  intend  new  political 
sovereignties,  with  territorial  annexatioiis,  to 
be  created  without  those  original  limita.  This 
appears  first  from  the  very  tenor  of  the  article. 
All  its  limitations  have  respect  to  the  creatioii 
of  States  within  the  original  limits.  Two 
States  shall  not  be  joined ;  no  new  State  shall 
be  ereoted  within  the  jurisdictioii  of  any  other 
State,  without  the  consent  of  the  L^nslatiires 
of  the  States  concerned  as  well  as  of  Qoognm, 
Now,  had  foreign  territories  been  contemplated, 
liad  the  new  habits,  customs,  manners,  and  lan- 
guage of  other  nations  been  in  the  idea  of  the 
fhimers  of  this  constitution,  would  not  some 
limitation  have  been  devised,  to  goard  ^punst 
the  abuse  of  a  power,  in  its  nature  so  enonnoas, 
and  so  obviously,  when  it  occnrred,  calculated 
to  exdte  just  jealousy  among  the  States,  whose 
relative  weight  would  be  so  essentially  affected, 
by  sudi  an  infiosion  at  onoe  of  a  mass  of  for- 
eigners  into  their  Councils,  and  into  all  the 
rights  of  the  country  f  The  want  of  aU  limita- 
tion of  such  power  would  be  a  strong  evidence, 
were  others  wanting,  that  the  powers^  now 
about  to  be  exercised,  never  entered  into  the 
imagination  of  those  Ihooghtful  and  {H^seient 
men,  who  constructed  the  fabric  Bvt  there  is 
another  most  powerful  aignment  against  the 
extension  of  this  article  to  embrace  the  rig^t  to 
create  States  without  the.mginal  limits  of  the 
United  States,  deducible  from  the  utter  silenoe 
of  all  debates  at  the  period  of  the  adc^tion  of 
the  Federal  C<»istitntion,  touching  the  power 
here  proposed  to  be  nsurped.  If  erer  there 
was  a  time  in  which  the  ingenuity  of  the  great- 
est men  of  an  age  was  taxed  to  mud  argoments 
in  &vor  of  and  against  any  political  measure,  it 
was  at  the  time  o^  the  adoption  of  this  eonad- 
tution.  All  the  faculties  of  the  human  mind 
were,  on  the  one  nde  and  the  other,  put  npoa 
their  utmost  stretch,  to  find  the  real  and  imag- 
mary  blessings  or  evils,  likely  to  result  from 
the  proposed  meaaore.  Now  I  call  upon  the 
advocates  of  this  bill  to  point  out,  in  aU  the  de- 
bates of  that  period  in  any  one  pubUoation,  in 
any  one  newspaper  of  those  times,  a  single  in- 
timation, by  Mend  or  foe  to  the  oonstitntioii, 
approving  or  censuring  it  for  containing  the 
power  here  proposed  to  be  usurped,  or  a  siiii^ 
suggestion  that  it  might  be  extended  to  soch  an 
object  as  is  now  proposed.  I  do  not  si^  that 
no  such  suggestion  was  ever  made.  But  this  I 
will  say  that  I  do  not  believe  there  is  such  a 
one  any  where  to  be  found.  Certain  I  am,  I 
have  never  been  able  to  meet  tiie  shadow  of 
such  a  suggestion,  and  I  have  made  no  inoon- 
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sderable  reaearoh  upon  the  point  Sach  may 
exist — ^bnt  nntil  it  be  produced,  we  have  a  right 
to  reason  as  though  it  had  no  existence.  iNo, 
sir.  The  people  of  this  country  at  that  day  had 
no  idea  of  the  territorial  avidity  of  their  soc- 
cessora  It  was,  on  the  contrary,  an  argument, 
urged  against  the  success  of  the  project,  that  the 
territory  was  too  extensive  for  a  republican 
form  of  government.  But,  now  there  is  no 
limits  to  our  ambitious  hopes.  We  are  about  to 
cross  the  Mississippi.  The  Missouri  and  Red 
River  are  but  roads,  on  which  our  imagination 
travels  to  new  lands  and  new  States  to  l^  raised 
and  admitted  (under  the  power,  now  first  usurp- 
ed) into  this  Union,  among  undiscovered  lands 
in  the  west  But  it  has  In^n  suggested  that  the 
Convention  had  Canada  in  view,  in  this  article, 
and  the  gentiemanfrom  Korth  Carolina  told 
this  House,  that  a  member  of  the  Convention, 
as  I  imderstood  him,  either  now,  or  lately  a 
mmnber  of  the  Senate,  informed  him  that  the 
article  bad  that  reference.  Sir,  I  have  no  doubt 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  has  had  a 
Qommunication  such  as  he  intimates.  But,  for 
myself,  I  have  no  sort  of  faith  in  these  conve- 
nient recollections,  suited  to  serve  a  turn,  to  fur- 
nish an  apology  for  a  party,  or  give  color  to  a 
project  I  do  not  deny,  on  the  contrary  I  be- 
lieve it  very  probable,  that  among  the  coursings 
oi  some  discursive  and  craving  fancy,  such 
thoughts  mjght  be  started;  but  that  is  not  the 
question.  Was  this  an  avowed  object  in  the 
Convention  when  it  formed  this  artide  9  Bid 
it  enter  into  the  conception  of  the  people  when 
its  principles  were  discussed  ?  Sir,  it  did  not,  it 
could  not  The  very  intention  would  have  been 
a  disgrace  both  to  this  people  and  the  Conven- 
tion.  What,  sir!  Shall  it  be  intimated ;  shaU 
it  for  a  moment  be  admitted,  that  the  noblest 
and  porest  band  of  patriots  this  or  any  other 
country  ever  could  boast,  were  engaged  in 
machinating  means  for  the  dismemberment  of 
the  territories  of  a  power  to  which  they  had 
pledged  friendship,  and  the  observance  of  all 
the  obligations  which  grow  out  of  a  strict  and 
perfect  amity  ?  The  honor  of  our  country  for- 
bids and  disdains  such  a  suggestion. 

But  there  is  an  argument  stronger,  even,  than 
all  those  which  have  been  product  to  be  drawn 
from  the  nature  of  the  power  here  proposed  to  be 
exercised.  Is  it  possible  that  such  a  power,  if 
it  had  been  intenaed  to  be  given  by  the  people, 
shonld  be  left  dependent  upon  the  effect  of  gen- 
eral expressions ;  and  such  too,  as  were  obvi- 
ously applicable  to  another  subject ;  to  a  par- 
tienkr  exigency  contemplated  at  the  time  ?  Sir, 
what  is  this  power  we  propose  now  to  usurp  ? 
Nothing  less  than  a  power,  changing  all  the  pro- 
portion of  the  weight  and  influence  possessed  by 
the  potent  sovereignties  composing  this  Union. 
A  stranger  is  to  be  introduced  to  an  equal 
share,  without  their  consent  U  pon  a  principle, 
pretended  to  be  deduced  from  the  constitution 
— tins  Government,  after  this  bill  passes,  may 
and  will  multiply  foreign  partners  in  power,  at 
its  own  m«re  motion ;  at  its  irresponsible  pleas- 


ure; in  other  words,  as  local  interests,  party 
passions,  or  ambitious  views  may  suggest.  It  is 
a  power  that,  from  its  nature,  never  could  be 
ddegated;  never  was  delegated;  and  as  it 
breaks  down  all  the  proportions  of  power  guar- 
antied by  the  constitution  to  the  States,  upon 
which  their  essential  security  depends,  utterly 
annihilates  the  moral  force  of  this  political  con- 
tract Would  this  people,  so  wisely  vigilant 
concerning  their  rights,  have  transferred  to 
Congress  a  power  to  balance,  at  its  will,  the  po- 
litick weight  of  any  one  State,  much  more  of 
all  the  States,  by  authorizing  it  to  create  new 
States  at  its  pleasure,  in  foreign  countries,  not 
pretended  to  be  within  the  scope  of  the  consti- 
tution or  the  conception  of  the  people,  at  the 
time  of  passing  it  ? 

This  is  not  so  much  a  question  concerning 
the  exercise  of  sovereignty,  as  it  is  who  shall  be 
sovereign.  Whether  the  proprietors  of  the  good 
old  United  States  shall  manage  their  own  affairs 
in  their  own  way ;  or  whether  they,  and  their 
constitution,  and  their  political  rights,  shall  be 
trampled  under  foot  by  foreigners  introduced 
through  a  breach  of  the  constitution.    The  pro- 

gortion  of  the  ])olitical  weight  of  each  sovereign 
tate,  constituting  this  Union,  depends  upon  the 
number  of  the  States  which  have  a  voice  under 
the  compact  This  number  the  constitution 
permits  us  to  multiply  at  pleasure,  within  the 
limits  of  the  original  United  States ;  observing 
only  the  expressed  limitations  in  the  constitu- 
tion. But  when  in  order  to  increase  your 
power  of  augmenting  this  nxmiber  you  pass  the 
old  limits,  you  are  guilty  of  a  violation  of  the 
constitution  in  a  ftmdamental  point ;  and  in  one, 
also,  which  is  totally  inconsistent  with  the  in- 
tent of  the  contract,  and  the  safety  of  the  States 
which  established  the  association.  What  is  the 
practical  difference  to  the  old  partners,  whether 
they  hold  their  liberties  at  the  will  of  a  master, 
or  whether,  by  admitting  exterior  States  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  Stf^tes,  arbiters 
are  constituted,  who  by  availing  themselves  of 
tiie  contrariety  of  interests  and  views  which  in 
such  a  confederacy  necessarily  will  arise,  hold 
the  bidance  among  the  parties  which  exist  and 
govern  us,  by  tiiro wing  themselves  into  the  scale 
most  conform^ible  to  their  purposes?  In  both 
cases  there  is  an  effective  despotism.  But  the 
last  is  the  more  galling,  as  we  carry  the  chain 
in  the  name  and  gait  of  freemen. 

I  have  thus  shown,  and  whether  fairly,  I  am 
willing  to  be  judged  by  the  sound  discretion  of 
the  American  people,  that  the  power,  proposed 
to  be  usurped,  in  this  bill,  results  neither  from 
the  genend  nature,  nor  the  particular  provisions, 
of  the  Federal  Constitution ;  and  that  it  is  a  pal- 
pable violation  of  it  in  a  fundamental  pomt; 
whence  flow  all  the  consequences  I  have  inti- 
mated. 

The  present  President  of  the  United  States, 
when  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Convention  for 
adopting  the  constitution,  expressly  declares 
that  the  treaty-mi^g  power  nas  lynitations; 
and  he  states  this  as  one,  ^^  that  it  cannot  alien- 
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ate  any  essential  right*'  Now,  is  not  here  an 
essential  right  to  be  alienated?  The  rieht  to 
that  proportion  of  political  power  which  the 
constitution  has  secured  to  every  State,  modified 
only  by  such  internal  increase  of  States  as  the 
existing  limits  of  the  Territories  at  the  time  of 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution  permitted.  The 
debates  of  that  period  chiefly  turned  upon  the 
competency  of  this  power  to  bargain  away  any 
of  the  old  States.  It  was  agreed,  at  that  time, 
that  by  this  power  old  States  within  the  ancient 
limits  could  not  be  sold  from  us.  And  I  main- 
tain that,  by  it,  new  States  without  the  ancient 
limits  cannot  be  saddled  upon  us.  It  was 
agreed,  at  that  time,  that  the  treaty-making 
power  "  could  not  cut  off  a  limb."  And  I  main- 
tain, that  neither  has  it  the  competency  to  clap 
a  hump  upon  our  shoulders.  The  fair  propor- 
tions devised  by  the  constitution  are  in  both 
cases  marred,  and  the  fate  and  felicity  of  the 
political  being,  in  material  particulars,  related 
to  the  essence  of  his  constitution,  affected.  It 
was  never  pretended,  by  the  most  enthusiastic 
advocates  for  the  extent  of  the  treaty-making 
power,  that  It  exceeded  that  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain.  Yet,  I  ask,  suppose  that  mon- 
arch should  make  a  treaty,  stipulating  that 
Hanover  or  Hindostan  should  have  a  right  of 
representation  on  the  floor  of  Parliament,  would 
such  a  treaty  be  binding?  Ko,  sir;  not,  as  I 
believe,  if  a  House  of  Commons  and  of  Lords 
could  be  found  venal  enough  to  agree  to  it. 
But  although  in  that  country  the  three  branches 
of  its  legislature  are  called  omnipotent,  and  the 
people  might  not  deem  themselves  justified  in 
resistance,  yet  here  there  is  no  apology  of  this 
kind;  the  limits  of  our  power  are  distinctly 
marked ;  and  when  the  three  branches  of  this 
Government  usurp  upon  this  constitution  in  par- 
ticulars vital  to  the  liberties  of  this  people,  the 
deed  is  at  their  peril. 

I  have  done  with  the  constitutional  argument. 
Whether  I  ^ave  been  able  to  convince  any  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  I  am  ignorant — ^I  had  almost 
said  indifferent.  But  this  I  will  not  say,  be- 
cause I  am,  indeed,  deeply  anxious  to  prevent 
the  passage  of  this  bill.  Of  this  I  am  certain, 
however,  that  when  the  dissension  of  this  ^y 
is  passed  away,  when  party  spirit  shall  no  long- 
er prevent  the  people  of  the  United  States  from 
looking  at  the  principle  assumed  in  it,  inde- 
pendent of  gross  and  deceptive  attachments  and 
antipathies,  that  the  groxmd  here  defended  will 
be  acknowledged  as  a  high  constitutional  hvl- 
wark,  and  that  the  principles  here  advanced 
will  be  appreciated. 

I  will  add  one  word;  touching  the  situation 
of  New  Orleans.  The  provision  of  the  treaty 
of  1808,  which  stipulates  that  it  shall  be  ^'  ad- 
mitted as  soon  as  possible,''  does  not  therefore 
imply  a  violation  of  the  constitution.  There 
are  ways  in  which  this  may  constitutionally  be 
effected — ^by  an  amendment  of  the  constitution, 
or  by  reference  to  conventions  of  the  people  in 
the  states.  And  I  do  suppose,  that,  in  reL&tion 
to  the  objects  of  the  present  bill,  (with  the  peo-  j 


pie  of  New  Orleans,)  no  great  difficulty  would 
arise.  Considered  as  an  important  aooommodi- 
tion  to  the  Western  States,  there  would  be  no 
violent  objection  to  the  measure.  But  tliis 
would  not  answer  all  the  projects  to  whi(^  the 
principle  of  this  bill,  when  once  admitted,  leads, 
and  is  intended  to  be  applied.  The  whole  ex- 
tent of  Louisiana  is  to  be  cut  up  into  independ- 
ent States,  to  counterbalance  and  to  panlyxe 
whatever  there  is  of  inflaenoe  in  other  quartos 
of  the  Union.  Such  a  power,  I  am  well  awaro 
that  the  people  of  the  States  wouM  never  grant 
you.  And  therefore,  if  yon  get  it,  the  onlj 
way  is  by  the  mode  adopted  in  this  bill— fay 
usurpation. 

The  objection  here  nrged  is  not  a  new  one. 
I  refer  with  great  delicacy  to  the  coune  f/ar- 
sued  by  any  member  of  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature ;  yet  I  have  it  from  such  autboritf 
that  I  have  an  entire  belief  of  the  fiict,  that  oor 
present  Minister  in  Bussia,  then  a  member  of 
that  body,  when  the  Louisiana  treaty  was  on- 
der  the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  altiion^ 
he  was  in  &vor  of  the  treaty,  yet  expreoed 
great  doubts  on  the  ground  of  oonstitutioDalitjr, 
in  relation  to  our  control  over  the  destames  of 
that  people,  and  the  manner  and  the  principles 
on  which  they  could  be  admitted  into  the  UnioB. 
And  it  does  appear  that  he  made  two  eemal 
motions  in  that  body,  having  for  tiieir  object, 
as  avowed,  and  as  gmered  from  their  nature, 
an  alteration  in  the  constitution,  to  enaUe  ns 
to  comply  with  the  sdpnlationB  of  that  conven- 
tion. 

I  will  add  only  a  few  words  in  relation  to  the 
moral  and  political  oonseqnenoee  of  usnrping 
this  power.  I  have  said,  that  it  would  be  a 
virtual  dissolution  of  the  Union ;  and  gentlemen 
express  great  sensibility  at  the  ezpressioii.  Bat 
the  true  source  of  terror  is  not  uie  deolaration 
I  have  made,  but  th»  deed  yon  propose.  Is 
there  a  moral  principle  of  public  law  better  set- 
tled, or  more  oonformable  to  the  plainest  eog- 
gestions  of  rea8(»i,  than  that  the  yidation  of  a 
contract  by  one  of  the  parties  may  be  consider- 
ed as  exempting  the  other  fh>m  its  ohHgatioDs! 
Suppose,  in  private  Hfe,  thirteen  form  a  partner- 
ship, and  ten  of  them  undertake  to  admit  a  new 
partner  without  the  ooncnrrence  of  the  other 
three,  would  it  not  be  at  their  option  to  aban- 
don the  partnership,  after  eo  palpable  aainfringe- 
ment  of  their  rights  ?  How  much  more,  in  the 
political  partnership,  where  the  admisaioQ  of 
new  associates,  without  pxevioos  authority,  is 
so  pregnant  with  obvious  dangers  and  evils  f 
Again :  it  is  settled  as  a  principle  of  mondity, 
among  writers  on  public  law,  that  no  person 
can  be  obliged,  beyond  his  intent  at  the  time  of 
the  contract.  Now,  who  believes,  who  dare 
assert,  that  it  Was  the  intention  of  the  people, 
when  they  adopted  this  constitation,  to  asngn, 
eventually,  to  New  Orleans  and  Louisiana,  a 
portion  of  their  political  power,  and  to  invert 
all  the  people  those  extensive  regions  mif^t 
hereafter  oontAin  with  an  audiority  over  tiMin- 
Belves  and  their  descendants!   When  you  throw 
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the  weight  of  Loaisiaoa  into  the  scale,  you  de- 
stroy the  political  equipoise  contemplated  at  the 
time  of  forming  the  contract.  Can  any  man 
▼enture  to  affirm  that  the  people  did  intend 
such  a  oom|Hrehension  as  yon  now,  by  oonstmc* 
tion,  give  it;  or  can  it  be  concealed  that,  b^ 
yond  its  foir  and  acknowledged  intent,  snch  a 
compact  has  no  moral  force  9  if  gentlemen  are 
so  akurmed  at  the  bare  mention  of  the  conse- 
qnenees,  let  them  abandon  a  measure  which 
sooner  or  later  will  produce  them.  How  long 
before  the  seeds  of  discontent  will  ripen,  no 
man  can  foretell;  bat  it  is  the  part  of  wisdom 
not  to  multiply  or  scatter  them.  Do  you  sup- 
pose the  people  of  the  Northern  and  Atiflhtic 
States  will,  or  ought  to,  look  on  with  patience 
and  see  Representatives  and  Senators  from  the 
Bed  river  aiid  Missouri  pouring  themselves  upon 
this  and  the  other  floor,  managing  the  concerns 
of  a  seaboard  fifteen  hundred  miles  at  least 
from  their  residence,  and  having  a  preponder- 
ancy  in  councils,  into  which,  constitutionally, 
they  could  never  have  been  admitted?  I  have 
no  hesitation  upon  this  point.  They  neither 
will  see  it,  nor  ought  to  see  it,  with  content. 
It  is  the  part  of  a  wise  man  to  foresee  danger, 
and  to  hide  himself.  This  great  usurpation, 
which  creeps  into  this  House  under  the  plausi- 
ble appearance  of  giving  content  to  that  impor- 
tant point,  New  Orleans,  starts  up  a  gigantic 
power  to  control  the  nation.  Upon  the  actual 
condition  of  things,  there  is,  there  can  be,  no 
need  of  concealment  It  is  apparent  to  the 
blindest  vision.  By  the  course  of  nature,  and 
conformable  to  the  acknowledged  principles  of 
the  constitution,  die  sceptre  of  power  in  this 
country  is  pasong  towards  the  North-west.  Sir, 
there  is  to  this  no  objection.  The  right  belongs 
to  that  quarter  of  the  country ;  eigoy  it :  it  is 
yours.  Use  the  powers  granted  as  you  please ; 
but  take  care,  in  your  haste  after  effectual  do- 
minion, not  to  overload  the  scales  by  heaping 
it  with  these  new  acquisitions.  Grasp  not  too 
eagerly  at  your  purpose.  In  your  speed  after 
uncontrolled  sway,  trample  not  down  tiiis  con- 
stitution. Already  the  old  States  sink  in  the 
estimation  of  members,  when  brought  into  com- 
parison with  these  new  countries.  We  have 
been  told  that  ^  New  Orleans  was  the  most  im- 
portant point  in  the  Union."  A  place  out  of 
the  Union  the  most  important  place  within  it  I 
We  have  been  asked,  ^  What  are  some  of  the 
small  States  when  compared  with  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory?"  The  gentieman  from  that 
Territory  (Mr.  PonmBXTEB)  spoke  the  other 
day  of  the  Mississippi  as  *^of  a  high  road  be- 
tween"  .    Oood  heavens,  between  what, 

Mr.  Speaker?  Why,  ^the  Eastern  and  West- 
ern States."  So  tiiat  all  the  North-western 
Territoriea,  all  the  countries  once  the  extreme 
western  boundary  of  our  Union,  are  hereafter 
to  be  denominated  Eastern  States. 

[Mr.  Ponn>BXixs  explained.  He  said  that 
he  bad  not  said  that  the  Mississippi  was  to  be 
the  boundary  between  the  Eastern  and  Western 
States.    He  had  merely  thrown  out  a  hint^  that, 


in  erecting  new  States,  it  might  be  a  good  high- 
road between  the  States  on  its  waters.  His 
idea  had  not  extended  beyond  the  new  States, 
on  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi.] 

I  make  no  great  point  of  this  matter.  The 
gentieman  will  find,  in  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer, the  terms  to  which  I  refer.  There  will 
be  seen,  I  presume,  what  he  has  said,  and  what 
he  has  not  said.  The  argument  is  not  affected 
by  the  explanation.  New  States  are  intended 
to  be  formed  bevond  the  Mississippi.  There  is 
no  limit  to  men%  imaginations,  on  this  subject, 
short  of  Califomia  and  Columbia  river,  when 
I  said  that  the  bill  would  justify  a  revolution, 
and  would  produce  it,  I  spoke  of  its  principle 
and  its  practical  consequences.  To  this  princi- 
ple and  those  consequences,  I  would  call  the 
attention  of  this  House  and  nation.  If  it  be 
about  to  introduce  a  condition  of  things  abso- 
lutely insupportable,  it  becomes  wise  and  hon- 
est men  to  anticipate  the  evil,  and  to  warn  and 
prepare  the  people  against  the  event  I  have 
no  hesitation  on  the  subject.  The  extension  of 
this  principle  to  the  States,  contemplated  be- 
yond the  Mississippi,  cannot,  will  not,  and  ought 
not  to  be  borne.  And  the  sooner  the  people 
contemplate  the  unavoidable  result,  the  better; 
the  more  likely  that  convulsions  may  be  pre- 
vented ;  the  more  hope  that  the  evils  may  be 
palliated  or  removed. 

Mr.  Speaker :  What  is  this  liberty  of  which 
so  much  is  said  ?  Is  it  to  walk  about  this  earth, 
to  breathe  this  air,  and  to  partake  the  common 
blessings  of  Gk>d's  providence  ?  The  beasts  of  the 
field  and  the  birds  of  the  air  unite  with  us  in 
such  privileges  as  these.  But  man  boasts  a 
purer  and  more  etiiereal  temperature.  His 
mind  grasps  in  its  view  the  past  and  the  future, 
as  weU  as  the  present.  We  live  not  for  our- 
selves alone.  That  which  we  call  liberty,  is 
that  principle  on  which  the  essential  security  of 
our  political  condition  depends.  It  results  from 
the  Umitations  of  our  political  system,  prescrib- 
ed in  the  constitution.  These  limitations,  so 
long  as  they  are  faithfully  observed,  maintain 
order,  peace,  and  safety.  When  they  are  vio- 
lated in  essential  particulars,  all  the  concurrent 
spheres  of  authority  rush  against  each  other, 
and  disorder,  derangement,  and  convulsion  are, 
sooner  or  later,  the  necessary  consequences. 

With  respect  to  this  love  of  our  Union,  con- 
cerning which  so  much  sensibility  is  expressed, 
I  have  no  fear  about  analyzing  its  nature.  There 
is  in  it  nothing  of  mystery.  It  depends  upon 
the  qualities  of  that  Union,  and  it  results  from 
its  effects  upon  our  and  our  country's  happiness. 
It  is  valued  for  ^^  that  sober  certainty  of  waking 
bliss"  which  it  enables  us  to  realize.  It  grows 
out  of  the  affections,  and  has  not,  and  cannot 
be  made  to  have,  any  thing  universal  in  its  na- 
ture. Sir,  I  confess  it,  the  first  public  love  of 
my  heart  is  the  commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts. There  is  my  fireside ;  there  are  the  tombs 
of  my  ancestors — 

(*  Low  lies  that  land,  yet  blest  with  fmitfnl  storoa^ 

Strong  aie  her  mms,  thongh  rooky  are  her  shores  ^ 
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And  none,  ah  1  none,  so  lovely  to  my  sight; 
Of  all  the  lands  which  hearea  o'erspreads  with  light" 
The  love  of  this  Union  grows  out  of  this  atr 
tachment  to  my  native  soiJ^  and  is  rooted  in  it. 
I  cherish  it,  because  it  affords  the  best  external 
hope  of  her  peace,  her  prosperity,  her  independ- 
ence. I  oppose  this  biU  from  no  animosity  to 
the  people  of  New  Orleans,  but  from  the  deep 
conviction  that  it  contuns  a  principle  incom- 
patible With  the  liberties  and  safety  of  my 
country  I  have  n o  concealment  of  my  opinion. 
The  bill,  if  it  passes,  is  a  death-blow  to  the  con- 
stitution. It  may,  afterwards,  linger;  but  lin- 
gering, its  fate  will,  at  no  very  distant  period^ 
be  consummated. 


Tuesday,  January  15. 
Orlea'M  Territory, 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  authorizing  the  people  of  Orleans  Territory 
to  elect  a  convention  to  form  a  constitution  pre- 
paratory to  its  admission  into  the  Union  as  a  free 
and  independent  State — ^Mr.  Qtjinot^s  motion  for 
indefinite  postponement  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Wbioht. — Sir,  this  bill  is  not^  in  my 
judgment  a  violation  of  the  constitution,  nor 
have  I  a  fear  that  it  is  fraught  with  those  dire- 
ful consequences  with  which  the  gentleman  fh>m 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Quinot)  threatens  us.  It 
will  neither  justify  a  dissolution  of  tiie  Union, 
nor  lead  any  citizen  attached  to  it,  even  amica- 
bly, much  less  forcibly,  to  the  contemplation  of 
it,  notwithstanding  the  predictions  of  that  gen- 
tleman. That  we  are  authorized  to  erect  new 
States,  I  will  prove  both  by  theory  and  prac- 
tice, and  for  that  purpose  I  will  first  invite  your 
attention  to  the  articles  of  Confederation.  By 
one  section  it  is  expreuly  declared  tiiat  Canada 
may  be  permitted  to  ei\joy  all  the  benefits  of 
the  Confederation  on  the  same  terms  with  the 
other  States  of  the  Union.  The  thirteen  States 
under  this  Confederation  conducted  themselves 
safely  through  the  war ;  but  finding,  in  1787, 
that  their  reauisitions  had  not  been  duly  re- 
spected, and  that  New  York  had  rejected  some 
necessary  commercial  regulations,  whereby  their 
fiscal  affairs  were  deranged,  Congress,  by  a  res- 
olution, resolved  that  a  convention  of  States 
should  be  held  for  the  express  purpose  of 
amending  the  articles  of  Conrederation.  Under 
this  resolution  the  Convention  met,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  form  the  present  constitution.  Thus 
it  will  i^>pear  that  thej  were  to  form  the  new 
constitution  not  ex  pari  materia^  but  out  of  the 
very  materials  of  the  Confederation. 

As  a  conclusive  evidence,  you  will  find  a  num- 
ber of  the  articles  in  each  instrument  literally 
or  substantially  the  same,  and  thereby  be  Justi- 
fied in  giving  a  construction  of  the  letter  of  the 
constitution,  so  as  to  respect  the  spirit  of  the 
Confederation.  By  the  third  section  of  4th  article 
of  the  constitution,  ''  New  States  may  be  ad- 
mitted by  Congress  into  the  Union ;  '*  and  by 
the  next  member  of  the  same  section,  *^  the 
Congress  shall  have  power  to  di^ose  of  and  ^ 


make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respeet- 
ing  the  territory  or  otiier  property  belonging  to 
the  United  States" — Whence  I  can  have  no  dcmbt 
that  Congress  have  the  power  to  admit  new 
States  into  the  Union,  that  power  being  ex- 
pressly given.  It  is  however  oon tended,  that 
that  power  is  limited  to  the  admission  only  of 
those  States  that  may  be  established  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  States,  as  demarcated  by 
the  Treaty  of  Peace.  And  the  preamble  to  the 
constitution  is  relied  on  to  establish  that  doc- 
trine. **  We,  the  people  of  the  United  Statei, 
&c.,  do  establish  this  constitution  for  the  United 
States  of  America."  If  this  preamble  is  so  im- 
perious as  to  limit  the  posiuve  provisioos  of 
the  constitution,  it  will  certainly  limit  itself  to 
the  States  that  formed  the  constitution--4be  neg- 
ative of  which  has  been  determined.  To  prove 
which,  here  let  me  call  your  attention  to  the 
fact,  that  Vermont  was  not  a  member  ci  the 
Confederation,  nor  was  she  a  member  of  the 
convention  that  formed  the  constitution;  she 
therefore  was  not  one  of  the  United  States- 
was  foreign  as  to  them,  and  as  distinctly  gov- 
erned as  any  other  foreign  power ;  she  in  1791 
was  admitted  into  the  Union,  and  the  laws  oi 
the  United  States  eictended  to  her.  She  was 
not  one  of  the  old  States,  and  was  correctly 
admitted  under  the  power  to  admit  new  States. 
Vermont  was  so  repulsive  to  a  confederacy  with 
the  United  States,  as  not  to  be  mentioned  in  the 
articles  of  Confederation.  Can  it  be  for  a  mo- 
ment doubted  that  Canada,  expressly  mentioned, 
might  be  now  received  as  a  new  State,  by  be- 
coming independent,  or  by  purchase,  when  Ver- 
mont has  been  admitted,  who  was  not  mention- 
ed in  the  Confederation?  Can  there  be  an 
opinion  that  the  Cramers  of  the  constitntion  in- 
tended Canada  should  be  excluded  from  the 
benefits  of  the  constitution,  when  before  invited 
into  it?  When,  by  the  express  letter  of  the 
instrument,  "new  States  may  be  admitted," 
and  when  Vermont,  not  mentioned  in  the  Con- 
federation, has  been  admitted?  Such  a  con- 
clusion can  never  be  the  rational  result  of  such 
Premises.  But  it  is  objected,  that,  as  this 
erritory  was  obtained  by  treaty,  and  after  the 
formation  of  the  constitution,  it  cannot  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  as  a  State. 

I  have  shown  that  new  States  mi^  be  admit- 
ted, that  Vermont  has  been  admitted,  and  that 
Canada  was  expressly  entitied  under  tiie  Con- 
federation, and  by  the  terms  of  the  constitution 
may  be  aomitted  as  a  new  State.  '^  Congress 
may  admit  new  States  into  the  Union,  and  make 
all  needful  rules  and  regulationa  with  reelect  to 
the  territory  or  other  property  of  the  United 
States."  This  is  certainly  a  territory,  the  prop- 
erty of  the  United  States,  and  Conffrees  as  cei^ 
tainly  may,  if  needful,  that  is,  expedient,  admit 
it  into  the  Union.  We  are  told,  I  presume  to 
retard  this  measure,  that  the  liinits  are  in  dis- 
pute, and  that,  if  made  a  State,  they  cannot 
afterwards  be  settied  by  the  United  States.  That 
this  18  not  the  case,  I  will  prove  by  theoiy  and 
by  practice.     By  the    treaty-making  power 
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vested  in  the  President  and  the  Senate,  thej 
may  treat  on  all  subjects  within  the  treatj-mak- 
ing  power,  with  foreign  nations ;  and  where  the 
limits  Off  anj  foreign  power  adjoining  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States  are  not  ascertained 
to  their  mntnal  satisfaction,  they  certainly  may 
setUe  them  by  a  treaty  of  limits.  This  is  the 
practice  and  nsageof  iJl  nations,  and  the  United 
States  by  a  treaty  of  limits  with  Great  Britain, 
-did  settle  the  beginning  of  their  northeastern 
limits,  at  the  river  St.  Groiz,  whereby  they 
gave  up  seven  miles  to  Great  Britain,  which 
was  taken  from  a  State— hence  I  presume  no 
difficulty  can  arise  on  the  subject. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
for  indefinite  postponement,  and  lost:  yeas  28, 
nays  78. 

The  main  question  was  then  taken  that  the 
said  bill  do  pass,  and  resolved  in  the  affirmative 
— yeas  77,  nays  86. 


Wbdnbsdat,  January  16. 
Bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Oommittee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  renew  the  charter 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  BuBWKLL  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
section. 

I  have  made  this  motion,  sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  be- 
cause it  allows  the  greatest  latitude  of  discus- 
sion upon  the  important  points  which  are  pre- 
liminary to  the  examination  of  the  details.  It 
tries  the  principle  of  the  bill,  and  may  save 
mach  tedious  and  useless  labor.  Should  a  ma- 
jority decide  in  favor  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  as  an  honest  man  I  will  e&d  in  forming  a 
system  best  adapted  to  the  state  of  the  country, 
and  most  subservient  to  the  purposes  of  such 
an  institution.  The  gentleman  from  Connecti- 
cut (Mr.  Moselt)  has  done  justice  to  my  con- 
duct, and  the  fairness  with  which  the  subject 
has  been  treated.  I  have  been  anxious  to  pre- 
e&nt  the  question  iairly,  not  from  any  doubt  or 
indecision  as  to  the  course  I  should  pursue,  but 
from  its  magnitude,  and  the  sensibility  it  has 
excited.  It  will  be  recollected  by  the  com- 
mittee, when  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
presented  the  memorial  upon  which  the  Secre- 
tary of  tbe  Treasury  founded  his  report,  on  that, 
as  on  all  subsequent  occasions,  my  opposition 
was  manifested ;  and  I  will  add  that  the  par- 
ticular attention  which  my  duty  has  compelled 
me  to  bestow  on  the  bank,  has  confiiimed  more 
strongly  former  impressions. 

The  remarks  I  shall  make  are  intended  to 
show  that  Congress  possesses  no  power  to  in- 
corporate a  bank;  to  show  Its  effect  on  the 
government,  and  to  satisfy  the  committee  that 
the  exercise  of  the  power:  even  if  'possessed,  is 
inexpedient  While,  sir,  I  feel  the  most  ardent 
desire  to  consult  the  convenience  of  the  govern- 
ment and  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  com- 
manity  in  general,  I  have  not  lost  sight  of  the 
limits  within  which  I  am  restrained  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  consider- 


ations of  sound  policy.  It  is  my  most  deliberate 
conviction  that  the  constitution  of  the  country 
gives  no  authority  to  Congress  to  incorporate  a 
bank  and  endow  the  stockholders  with  char- 
tered immunities;  and  even  if  its  dissolution 
should  produce  ruin  to  the  merchants,  and, 
what  is  of  equal  importance,  embarrassment  to 
the  government,  they  would  not  be  paramount 
to  the  sacred  obligation  of  supporting  the  con- 
stitution ;  though  I  am  persuaded  the  dreadful 
evils  which  have  been  predicted  from  the  anni- 
hilation of  the  bank  will  soon  vanish,  and  that 
no  material  shock  will  be  produced  by  that 
cause.  The  construction  which  the  constitu- 
tion has  received  by  the  various  persons  who 
have  at  different  times  administered  it,  has  been 
rigid  or  liberal  according  to  the  coi^dence  in 
the  General  or  State  Governments.  The  un- 
qualified extent  given  to  its  general  powers, 
and  the  inclusion  of  incidental  powers,  as  flow- 
ing from  and  belonging  to  particular  enumerated 
grants,  have  constituted  the  essential  points  of 
difference  among  those  who  have  divided  upon 
the  principles  of  the  constitution.  This  has 
been  the  case  not  only  in  the  exercise  of  au- 
thority where  the  right  was  questionable,  but 
m  cases  where  the  right  was  undeniable,  tend- 
ing by  its  operation  to  increase  tJie  we^ht  of 
the  General  Government.  In  giving  to  the 
constitution  that  construction  whidi  sound 
policy  requires,  and  a  just  regard  to  the  har- 
mony of  the  States  and  the-  perpetuation  of 
their  Union  dictates,  I  cannot  find  any  part  of 
it  authorinng  the  exercise  of  a  power  which, 
from  its  nature,  is  obnoxious,  its  tendency  alarm- 
ing, and  its  influence  in  the  hands  of  those  who 
manage  its  concerns  irresistible.  The  power  to 
establish  a  bank  cannot  be  deduced  from  the 
general  phrases  '^to  provide  for  the  common 
defence  and  general  welfare,"  because  they 
merely  aimounce  the  object  for  which  the 
General  Government  was  instituted.  The  only 
means  by  which  this  object  is  to  be  attained 
are  specffically  enumerated  in  the  constitution, 
and  if  they  are  not  ample,  it  is  a  defect  whicli 
Congress  are  not  competent  to  supply.  I  think 
this  inference  the  stronger,  inasmuch  as  those 
means  were  granted  to  us  by  those  who  had 
acted  under  t£e  confederation  and  experienced 
its  defects,  and  knew  precisely  to  what  extent 
power  was  requisite  to  provide  for  the  common 
defence  and  general  welfare.  In  relation  to 
this  particular  subject,  the  proceedings  of  the 
convention  itself  ftirmsh  the  plainest  evidence, 
by  rejecting  the  proposition  to  vest  in  Congress 
the  right  to  grant  incorporations.  I  readily 
admit  the  motive  of  deliberative  bodies  cannot 
always  be  known.  Various  considerations 
might  have  operated.'  They  might  have  sup- 
posHsd  the  power  already  vested.  Bul^  it  is  in- 
cumbent on  those  who  can  place  faith  in  an 
interpretation  so  repugnant  to  the  cautious  and 
guarded  phraseology  of  the  instrument,  to  de- 
monstrate it  If  the  right  to  incorporate  exists, 
it  is  a  general  grant  of  power,  equally  applica- 
ble to  all  the  objects  of  incorporation,  and  can- 
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not  be  assumed  as  a  means  to  canr  into  effect 
anj  particular  grant  of  authority.  To  my  mipd, 
it  is  much  more  natural  to  suppose  a  power  to 
create  monopolies  had  been  surrendered,  to 
quiet  the  fears  of  those  who  saw  iu  the  consti- 
tution the  germ  which  would  sooner  or  later 
palsy  the  vitals  of  the  State  authority.  If  the 
general  phrases  are  not  explained  in  the  nuumer 
lust  mentioned,  and  powers  so  extensive  and 
important  are  derived  from  them,  it  would  be 
ridiculous  to  consider  the  iurisdiction  of  Con- 
gress restricted;  they  would  confer  equal  au- 
thority to  establish  monopolies  in  all  the  vari- 
ous branches  of  individual  industry  and  com- 
mercial enterprise.  Sir,  I  will  conclude  this 
part  of  the  subject  by  reminding  you  how  es- 
sential it  is,  when  we  are  giving  an  interpreta- 
tion to  the  constitution,  to  which  the  States  are 
parties,  to  assume  only  what  clearly  belongs  to 
us.  Moderation  will  inspire  confidence,  sefish- 
ness  will  excite  disgust  and  suspicion. 

The  parts  of  the  constitution  which  bear  any 
analogy  to  this  subject,  are 

1st.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay  and 
collect  taxes,  duties,  imposte,  and  excises,  to 
pay  the  debts,  and  provide  for  the  common  de- 
fence and  general  welfare,  &o. 

2d.  To  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the 
United  States. 

8d.  To  regulate  oonmieree  with  foreign  na- 
tions, and  among  the  several  States,  and  with 
Indian  tribes.    And 

4th.  To  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  neces- 
sary and  proper  to  carry  the  foregoing  powers, 
and  all  other  powers  vested  by  the  constitution 
in  the  Greneral  Government,  into  effect 

It  will  not  be  denied  that,  if  the  establish- 
ment of  a  bank  comes  within  the  meaning  of 
the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  to  pay  the 
debts  of  the  United  States,  and  to  regulate 
commerce,  or  is  necessary  and  proper  to  carry 
the  foregoing  powers  into  effect,  it  would  be  a 
fair  subject  for  legislation  by  Congress.  But 
can  any  one  pretend  that  a  bank  would  be  a 
mode  contemplated  by  the  constitution  to  lay 
and  collect  taxes  on  the  people  for  tlie  purpose 
of  raising  revenue?  Would  it  comport  with 
that  wise  principle  of  uniformity,  and  those 
guarded  restrictions  against  unequal  burdens  on 
the  people,  which  constitute  the  most  valuable 
safeguard  to  the  dtizen  ?  To  understand  these 
terms  we  must  give  them  a  meaning  which  has 
been  affixed  by  their  usual  import  IVlien  we 
speak  of  the  power  to  lay  taxes,  we  understand 
by  it  a  demand  of  money  from  the  oommonity, 
regulated  by  fixed  and  equitable  principles,  in- 
discriminate as  to  persons,  and  ue  species  of 
property  taxed.  To  suppose  that  every  law 
which  imposed  burdens  or  brought  money  into 
the  Treasury  was  constitutional,  would  destroy 
our  equal  system  of  government,  and  substitute 
a  capricious  despotism.  It  would  revive  the 
exploded  doctrine  of  free  gifts,  benevdenoes. 
and  that  shameful  train  of  extortions  practised 
by  the  old  governments  of  Europe.  Does  it 
Ml  within  the  power  to  pay  the  debts  of  the 


United  States  ?  This  clause  relates  entirely  to 
tlie  application  of  the  funds  after  they  have 
been  accumulated;  it  is  in  conformity  with 
that  article  which  pledges  the  public  &ith  for 
debts  which  had  been  contracted,  as  well  as 
those  which  might  be  created  in  puisnanoe  of 
the  authority  to  borrow  money  upon  the  fluUi 
of  the  United  States.  If  the  power  to  incor- 
porate a  bank  grew  out  of  the  obligaticHi  to  pay 
the  debts  of  the  United  States,  its  charter  shouldiu 
be  so  worded  as  to  cease  whenever  they  were 
extinguished;  and  it  would  be  no  longer  for 
Congress  to  fix  a  defii4te  period  for  its  expin- 
tion.  If  the  right  of  incorporation  was  ever 
meant  to  be  given,  it  womd  most  naturally 
follow  from  the  regulation  of  commerce;  yet, 
no  one  has  contended  Congress  could  create 
insurance  companies  within  the  States.  Those 
who  contend  the  bank  is  constitutiooal,  con- 
sider it  as  necessary  and  proper  in  collecting 
the  revenue.  That  it  m^  be  an  useful  instru- 
ment, I  do  not  deny.  It  forms  depositories 
convenient  to  the  government :  but,  you  should 
recollect,  depositories  equally  safe  and  conve- 
nient can  be  procured  without  being  purchased 
at  the  expense  of  exorbitant  and  invidious  privi- 
leges to  a  particular  class  in  the  community. 
I  apprehend  the  constitution  means  something 
extremely  different  when  it  empowers  the  Gen- 
eral Government  to  collect  taxes ;  it  relates  ex- 
clusively to  the  authority  thus  given  to  Con- 
gress of  employing  compulsory  prooees  in  co- 
ercing the  payment  of  taxes;  it  enables  Congress 
to  create,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  States, 
officers  of  the  revenue,  and,  through  them,  to 
exercise  over  the  property  of  the  dtixens  a  coo- 
cuirent  jurisdiction,  from  which  they  otherwiie 
would  be  precluded,  and  from  which  they  had 
been  precluded  before  the  adoption  of  the  con- 
stitution; it  enables  them  to  impose  penalties 
and  forfeitures,  and  to  inflict  punishment  for 
resistance  to  their  authority.  But,  sir,  adnut 
for  a  moment  the  bank  may  be  formed  to  cot* 
leot  the  revenue,  ought  it  not  to  be  exclusively 
used  for  that  object?  Whence  the  power  to 
make  it  an  instrument  of  commerce  !  Why  in- 
vest it  with  a  capital  immense  in  amount,  and 
sovereign  in  its  control  over  the  external  and 
internal  commerce  of  the  country  ?  Sir,  I  mnst 
again  call  your  attention  to  the  limited  natve 
of  our  Government;  we  must  administer  it  m 
we  find  it^  and  not  as  we  think  it  ought  to  be. 
Under  this  view  of  the  sulgect,  so  long  aa  I 
UDderstand  the  right  to  ^^lay  taxes'*  to  oonsst 
in  drawing  supplies  fhHn  the  pec^le  fbr  pnblie 
purposes,  and  not  to  tax  one  portion  of  the 
community  for  the  benefit  of  another,  and  **to 
collect  them,''  the  right  to  enforce  payment,  I 
cannot  construe  them  to  authorise  the  crtahJish- 
ment  of  a  bank.  %,  a  bank  has  been  improp- 
erly considered  a  means  of  executing  aorae 
power  exclusively  given  to  Consresa.  The 
nature  of  incorporations  is  so  deany  a  distiact 
class  of  political  power,  that,  before  they  can 
be  converted  into  means  incidental  to  an  object 
without  the  jurisdiction  <rf  the  General  Govern- 
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meot^  they  must  be  shown  to  be  absolutely  ne- 
oeoBary.  Permit  me  to  ask,  how  has  it  been 
ascertained  that  a  bank  is  necessary  to  the  op- 
eradona  of  the  Government  ?  Has  the  expen- 
ment  been  tried  ?  Upon  a  question  involving  a 
breach  of  the  constitution,  it  would  be  safer  to 
be  guided  by  experience  than  conjecture. 

8ir,  I  am  well  aware  that  I  can  add  nothing 
new  upon  the  constitutional  points.  The  sub- 
ject was  more  thoroughly  examined  in  1791, 
and  more  ably  elucidated  than  any  other  since 
^e  adoption  of  the  Gk>vemment  The  cele- 
brated speech  of  Mr.  Madison,  to  which  I  as- 
cribe my  conviction,  has  been  recently  pre- 
sented to  us  in  the  newspapers,  and  gentlemen 
must  be  fiuniliar  with  it  I  cannot  give  addi- 
tional weij^t  to  the  arguments^  bat  I  thought 
it  proper  to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee 
to  that  Dart  of  the  subject  by  the  remarks  I 
have  maae. 

I  said,  sir,  it  must  be  shown  that  the  bank  is 
necessary  to  the  operations  of  the  Government 
— ^without  its  aid  our  fiscal  concerns  cannot  be 
managed.  So  far  from  subscribing  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  bank,  I  believe  the  revenue  would 
be  equally  safe  in  the  State  banks,  and  could  be 
distributed  with  inconsiderable  difficulty.  The 
revenue  received  in  most  of  the  States  is  nearly 
equal  to  the  expenditure  within  them,  and  when 
a  deficiency  occurred  in  any  one,  it  could  be 
supplied  by  arrangements  with  the  different 
banks,  by  transportation,  or  inland  bills  of  ex- 
change, in  the  manner  that  the  public  engage- 
ments are  fulfilled  abroad.  I  will  venture  to 
assert  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  find 
no  difficulty  in  contracting  with  individuals  and 
oofXK>rate  institutions^  upon  the  most  ample 
security,  to  transfer  the  public  revenue  upon 
terms  equally  advantageous  to  the  United  States. 
Among  the  several  States  commercial  inter- 
coorae  is  great,  and  daily  increasing ;  the  con- 
stant traffic  which  the  different  portions  of  the 
country  maintain  with  one  another,  will  give 
&eUity  to  the  operations  of  the  Government, 
and  obviate  the  obstacles  which  are  anticipated ; 
the  very  commerce  which  enables  the  Treasury 
to  remit  with  ease  immense  sums  to  every  part 
of  Europe  is  the  result  of  this  interchange  among 
the  States,  and  insures  equal  facility  at  home. 
Where,  then,  is  the  necessity  for  this  bank? 
The  accommodation  of  the  bank  to  the  Govern- 
ment in  times  of  emergency,  and  the  use  of  its 
resonroes  to  support  public  credit,  have  been 
urged  as  motives  for  its  establishment ;  how  &r 
SDch  considerations  weaken  constitutional  ob- 
ions,  it  is  needless  to  state.  If,  sir,  the  bank 
I  a  source  of  supply  to  the  Government 
to  an  adequate  extent^  it  ceases  to  be  one  to  the 
merchants.  It  therefore  cannot  answer  in  both 
eapadtaes.  The  same  necessity  which  throws 
the  Government  upon  the  charity  of  the  banks 
renders  it  incapable  of  discharging  the  obliga- 
tion, and  while  the  ftinds  of  the  institution  are 
locked  up  in  the  Government,  its  commercial 
functions  must  cease.  The  relief  which  sudden 
and  temporary  embarrassments  require,  can,  at 
Yob.  IV.— 22 


all  times,  be  administered  by  the  State  banks^ 
and,  therefore,  supersedes  the  necessity  of  aid 
from  this  bank.  Whenever,  by  disasters,  the 
ordinary  sources  of  supply  are  exhausted,  or  the 
unavoidable  objects  of  expenditure  exceed  the 
revenue,  a  more  copious  and  permanent  aliment 
will  be  found  in  the  wealth  and  capital  of  the 
citizens  than  by  loans  from  banks.  Instead  of 
diverting  the  active  and  productive  capital  from 
useful  channels,  the  sluggish  and  inert  mass 
will  be  drawn  forth  in  its  aid,  to  support  public 
credit  and  cherish  private  enterprise.  But,  sir, 
is  it  prudent  to  rely  upon  an  institution  that 
may  refuse  you> assistance?  What  will  be  the 
infiuenoe  of  such  an  institution  on  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  country  at  large?  It  cannot  es- 
cape your  recolleotion  that  the  establishment  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  the  origin  of 
a  system  which  assumed  as  its  basis  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  national  jurisdiction.  Whether  &e 
principles  of  expediency  to  which  it  owes  its 
birth  be  regarded,  or  the  overweening  infiuence 
it  established  over  the  moneyed  institutions  and 
merchants  of  the  States,  the  char^  to  say  the  . 
least,  is  plausible.  The  dose  and  intimate  con- 
nection between  the  Government  and  bank — ^the 
dependence  of  the  former  for  loans,  and  the  lat- 
ter for  public  deposits,  have  given  the  Execu- 
tive branch  its  fall  share  of  influence  and  odium 
— shows  incontestably  it  was  created  to  aug- 
ment the  power  of  the  General  Crovemment, 
and  the  Executive  in  particular.  Ye^  sir,  it 
was  the  commencement  of  those  political  ani- 
mosities which  have  poisoned  the  sources  of 
social  intercourse;  it  was  the  origin  of  that 
doctrine  of  constructive  power  which  abrogates 
t^e  constitution  and  nullifies  the  restrictions 
imposed  upon  Congress.  So  long  as  it  exist'), 
the  body  politic  will  experience  the  agitations 
and  convulsive  throes  of  well-grounded  jealousy 
in  the  States. 

Sir,  in  the  administration  of  this  Government 
two  things  alone  are  necessary  to  insure  its  dura- 
bility. You  must  first  avoid  every  measure 
which  will  produce  uneasiness  among  the  States,. 
or,  second,  that  will  extend  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States  Government  to  subjects  pure- 
ly local.  I  do  not  mean  that  the  rightful 
authority  of  Oongress  is  to  be  abandoned  for 
fear  of  giving  offence,  but,  whenever  called  en 
to  take  a  step  which  will  produce  uneasiness, 
you  should  be  perfectly  satisfied  the  letter  and 
spirit  of  the  constitution  bear  you  out.  Do  not 
gentlemen  perceive  the  tendency  of  this  meas- 
ure to  involve  us  with  the  States  upon  delicate 
points?  Has  not  the  United  States*  Bank  pro- 
duced serious  alarm  ?  Will  not  the  alarm  be 
increased  by  its  continuance  at  this  time  ?  Yes, 
sir,  some  of  the  States  have  already  taxed  this 
institution,  others  have  waited  under  the  ex- 
pectation we  shall  render  a  collision  unneces- 
sary. Suppose  the  charter  renewed,  and  the 
stockholders  should  be  taxed  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  destroy,  virtually,  the  privileges  you  have 
guarantied  to  them.  Are  you  to  leave  them 
unprotected,  or  will  you  draw  the  sword  in  their 
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behalf?  While  jou  have  time,  avoid  a  situa- 
tion not  less  perilous  than  the  most  serious 
foreign  war.  Since  the  establishment  of  the 
bank,  the  States  have  created  banks — ^their 
people  have  acoumolated  capital,  and  they 
will  not  tamely  witness  the  perpetuation  of  an 
institution  whose  strength  can  at  any  moment 
overthrow  whatever  State  bank  they  may  mark 
for  destruction.  However  paradoxical  it  may 
appear,  I  consider  the  Greneral  Government 
strengthened  by  narrowing  its  jurisdiction ;  it 
will  produce  disunion  whenever  they  interfere 
with  local  concerns.  The  habits,  local  interest, 
and  passions  of  this  country  vary,  and  no  one 
is  a  competent  judge  of  what  will  suit  the  feel- 
ings of  the  State  out  of  which  he  lives.  But, 
sir,  there  are  general  principles  in  which  our 
feelings  and  interests  are  identified ;  there  are 
subjects  upon  which  we  may  safely  act,  and 
trust  to  the  co-operation  of  every  man  and  State 
in  the  Union.  Does  the  bank  aiSect  the  people 
locally?  The  answer  is  obvious:  it  not  only 
undertakes  to  fix  the  amount  of  capital,  but  in- 
terferes with  the  rights  of  property  most  essen- 
tially— ^it  may  change  the  fundamental  principles 
of  State  law  as  to  the  liability  of  property  for 
debts,  and  the  mode  of  recovering  them.  Let 
me  caution  you  against  the  renewfd  of  the  char- 
ter ;  it  is  pregnant  with  the  most  baneful  con- 
sequences to  the  tranquillity  of  the  country. 
Is  it  not  better  to  sacrifice  this  golden  calf  upon 
the  altar  of  concord,  restore  confidence  and  har- 
mony among  individuals  as  well  as  States,  and 
to  reunite  the  lovers  of  the  constitution  ? 

In  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
the  convenience  of  obtaining  loans  from  the 
bank  is  mentioned  as  an  inducement  to  establish 
a  National  Bank.  To  me  the  abuse  of  this  con- 
venience is  more  dreaded  than  any  other  evil 
which  will  follow  from  the  measure.  Where 
have  you  seen  a  National  Bank,  connected  with 
the  Government,  which  has  not  ultimately 
ruined  the  circulating  medium  of  the  nation? 
It  is  a  notorious  fact  that  money  has  depreciated 
seriously,  from  the  unlimited  circulation  of 
paper,  and  if  the  Government  should  be  com- 
pelled, by  necessity,  to  use  the  funds  of  the  bank, 
they  must  permit  the  increased  circulation  of 
its  paper,  although  its  money  capital  remains 
stationary.  In  this  situation  the  Government 
must  tolerate  an  operation  which  wQl  increase 
the  evil  of  which  we  complain.  The  example 
of  England  is  a  salutary  monition  to  us,  and  we 
ought  to  profit  from  it.  In  that  country  there 
was  a  time  when  the  stability  of  the  bimk  was 
a  national  phrase,  **As  good  as  the  Bank 
of  England."  How  is  it  now  ?  The  funds  of 
the  book  have  been  borrowed  by  the  Govem- 
mentr-its  paper  circulation  increased,  and  Par- 
liament has  been  compelled  to  make  it  a  tender 
for  the  payment  of  all  contracts.  Who,  sir, 
can  estimate  the  complicated  mischiefii  of  a  de- 
preciated paper  currency,  without  specie  for  its 
redemption?  Should  we  be  involved  in  war, 
or  our  property  seized  abroad,  nothing  can  pre- 
vent  universal   bankruptcy — one  wide-spread 


ruin  will  pervade  the  continent  At  this  time 
the  country  is  inundated  with  paper  bottomed 
upon  the  whole  floating  and  real  property  of 
the  community :  should  an  alarm  exist,  can 
these  funds  be  converted  into  money  to  redeem 
its  credit  ?  Certainly  not.  Will  it  not  be  pru- 
dent to  diminish  the  extent  of  this  evil  by  put- 
ting down  this  bank  which  is  the  fountain  from 
which  the  whole  system  flows?  It  is  of  little 
importance,  as  it  regards  the  internal  trade  of  a 
country,  what  constitutes  the  representation  of 
property.  Pi^r,  iron,  or  any  thing  else,  which 
passes  current,  will  answer  every  purpose  of 
barter  and  trade;  but,  in  its  commerce  abroad, 
it  is  indispensable  that  the  circulating  medium 
should  be  equally  valuable  and  readily  acknowl- 
edged among  idl  commercial  nations;  other- 
wise, all  the  operations  of  commerce,  carried  on 
with  money,  will  be  abandoned  or  prosecuted 
under  disadvantages  equal  to  the  difiTerenceia 
the  value  of  the  currency  at  home  and  abroad. 
In  countries  actively  engaged  in  business,  this 
branch  of  trade  is  not  oidy  great  in  amoant, 
but  by  far  the  most  profitable.  How  unwise, 
therefore,  not  only  to  substitute  for  the  precious 
metals  paper  currencv,  whose  value  is  confined 
to  die  United  States,  but  to  augment  the  quan- 
tity until  it  depreciates  even  among  ourselves. 

Thubsdat,  January  17. 
Bank  qf  ths  United  States 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  renewing  the  char- 
ter of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States — ^the  mo- 
tion for  striking  out  the  first  section  still  under 
consideration. 

Mr.  FisE. — ^Mr.  Chdrman :  I  regret  tiiat  we 
are  called  upon  to  vote  for  or  against  strikinff 
out  the  first  section  of  this  biU,  at  this  time.  1 
could  have  wished  that,  upon  a  bill  of  so  much 
interest  and  iniportanoe,  we  could  have  pro- 
ceeded to  have  filled  the  blanks,  and  made  such 
amendments  as  would  have  obviated  many  ob- 
jections which  may  be  urged  against  it  in  its 
present  form.  I  am  not  prepared  to  give  my 
vote  in  fi&vor  of  a  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the 
Bulk  of  the  United  States,  either  npon  the 
terms  upon  which  it  was  originally  granted,  or 
in  the  manner  contemplated  by  tiiis  bill;  yet, 
upon  conditions  less  objectionable,  I  should  fed 
myself  bound  to  vote  in  favor  of  a  renewaL  But 
the  question  presented  upon  this  motion,  is  not 
upon  what  terms  this  charter  shall  be  renewed, 
but  whether  it  shall  be  renewed  upon  any  terms, 
subject  to  any  conditions  Congress  may  impose. 

In  this  view,  I  consider  it  the  most  important 
subject  npon  whidi  this  Congress  will  be  re- 
quired to  act.  It  is  determining  a  quesUon 
which  is  connected  with  our  finances,  with  the 
circulating  medium  of  tho  country,  and  with 
our  agricultural,  commercial,  and  mannfactnr- 
ing  interests  ;  and,  as  such,  it  cannot  but  be  in- 
teresting to  every  class  of  our  citizens. 

The  interests  and  prosperity  of  the  United 
States  are  not  only  intimately,  bat  inseparably, 
connected  with  trade.    The  market  of  the  tar- 
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m^  depends  greatly  upon  the  jnerchant  and  the 
ahipper.  Ana  the  price  and  demand  of  every 
article  of  prodnce  are  in  a  great  degree  regnlated 
by  the  difficnlties  or  facilities  of  payment.  Let 
the  difficnlty  of  paying  be  increased,  and  the 
price  of  prodnce  immediately  falls ;  for  the  de- 
mand for  exportation  becomes  very  limited,  the 
markets  are  overstocked,  and  prices  reduced. 
Any  sudden  check  to  onr  commerccL  whether 
produced  by  onr  own  municipal  regulations,  or 
the  outrages  of  foreign  powers,  checks  the  mar- 
ket and  the  price  of  produce ;  so  that  not  only 
the  merchants,  but  the  farmers  feel  its  effects. 
I  scarcely  need  recur  to  the  history  of  the  times 
when  trade  was  principally  suspended  in  this 
country,  to  show  how  severely  the  suspension 
operated  upon  every  class  of  our  citizens,  and 
in  every  part  of  the  country.  This  period  in 
our  poUtical  annals  will  be  long  remembered. 
80  great  was  the  distress  in  some  States,  and 
agricultural  States,  too,  that  their  Legislatures 
deemed  it  neoessary,  for  the  protection  of  the 
debtor  from  the  power  of  his  creditor,  to  stay 
the  administration  of  justice,  and  prohibiV  by 
statuto  the  issumg  of  an  execution  for  the  col- 
lection of  any  debt. 

This  proves  the  connection  which  subsists  be- 
tween the  two  great  agricultural  and  commer- 
cial interests  of  this  country.  Agriculture, 
commerce,  and  manufactures  constitute  the 
source  of  our  wealth,  revenue,  and  prosperity. 
To  foster  and  cherish  the  principles  upon  which 
rest  our  existing  hopes  and  future  prospects, 
can  never  be  a  question  of  doubtM  policy  with 
a  wise  and  patriotic  legislature. 

We  have  seen  that  commerce  is  essential  to 
our  interests ;  but  commerce  will  not  flourish 
without  credit  It  never  has  prospered  inde- 
pendent of  credit.  As  credit  is  essential  to 
trade,  so  is  punctuality  to  support  credit.  Look 
at  the  business  of  any  commercial  people,  and 
see  how  much  of  it  is  done  upon  credit ;  and  see 
the  integrity  and  fidelity  with  which  punctuality 
is  maintained  in  order  to  support  their  credit 

For  several  centuries  past,  banks  have  been 
the  successful  medium  through  which  credit 
has  not  only  been  preserved,  but  great  wealth 
ftoquired.  This  assertion  is  warranted  by  the 
history  of  these  institutions,  and  of  the  coun- 
tries where  they  have  been  patronized.  The 
first  bank  established  in  ^Europe,  was  at  Genoa, 
in  1407 — ^four  hundred  and  four  years  ago ;  this 
was  soon  followed  by  one  at  Venice. 

The  Bank  of  Amsterdam  was  established  in 
1609,  and  shortly  after  those  of  Hamburg  and 
fiotterdam ;  and  the  Bank  of  England  in  1694 ; 
the  Royal  Bank  at  Paris  in  1718 ;  the  Bank  of 
North  America  in  1784 — a  memorable  period  in 
our  history — and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
in  1791. 

AH  these  different  institutions  show,  that  en- 
lightened legislators  have  entertained  but  one 
opinion  upon  this  subject  both  in  Europe  and 
America  for  the  last  four  hundred  years.  They 
have  seen  and  acknowledged  their  utility.  Banks 
have  long  dnoe  been  considered  not  oxdy  essen- 


tially useful  in  the  transaction  of  commercial 
concerns,  but  as  highly  necessary  to  aid  &e 
fiscal  operations  of  Government  And  a  more 
unanswerable  argument  cannot  be  urged  in 
favor  of  their  general  utility  than  their  uniform 
success ;  to  this  may  be  added  the  prosperity  of 
the  people  and  the  countries  where  banks  have 
been  supported.  Their  immediate  advantages 
are,  a  convenient  circulating  medium ;  the  safe 
depository  they  afford  for  cash  and  funds.  And 
they  serve  to  keep  the  standard  of  money  stea- 
dy and  correct;  to  insure  punctuality;  to  pre- 
serve credit ;  to  inspire  confidence,  and  to  pro- 
mote a  spirit  of  industry  and  enterprise.  They 
are  not,  as  many  have  supposed,  in  their  nature 
hostile  to  Government  and  dangerous  to  liberty. 
They  rather  form  a  barrier  to  tyranny  and  op- 
pression. Their  principal  business  is  to  lend 
money  at  the  common  rate  of  interest,  and  thus ' 
prevent  usury.  The  owners  of  banks  are  gen- 
erally rich  men,  who  have  not  only  their  per- 
sonal liberty,  but  a  large  property  to  risk,  by 
sedition,  treason,  and  rebellion.  It  is  their 
interest  to  resist  oppression.  We  need  scarcdy 
point  to  the  Oontment  of  Europe  for  proof  of 
the  fact,  when  we  assert,  that  trade  and  banks 
cannot  flourish  where  despotism  prevails.  Des- 
potic power  generally  rums  trade  and  banks, 
but  no  instance  occurs  in  history  where  banks, 
not  under  the  control  of  Government,  have  ruin- 
ed a  State.  A  bank  owned  by  Government, 
and  under  its  command,  would  be  an  engine 
dangerous  to  the  people.  But  when  owned  by 
individuals,  neither  the  people  nor  the  Gov- 
ernment have  any  thing  to  fear  from  it  It  is 
then  dependent  on  bo&  for  its  business,  pros- 
perity, and  usefulness. 

With  the  evidence  which  both  history  and 
experience  offer  to  our  reflection,  we  cannot 
doubt  the  utility  of  banks,  nor  deny  but  that 
they  have  been  beneficial  to  us.  And  we  are 
Justified  in  the  conclusion,  that,  under  proper 
regulations,  they  may  subserve  the  best  interests 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  They  are 
now  in  successful  operation  in  almost  every 
State  in  the  Union,  and  that  they  have  been 
useful,  the  present  prosperous  state  of  the  coun- 
try abundantly  proves.  We  eijoy  as  perfect 
security  for  Hfe,  liberty,  and  property,  aa  any 
people  under  any  Government  ever  did.  These 
are  the  great  objects  of  a  good  Government. 
And  we  may  triumphantly  ask,  where  is  the 
nation  or  people  that  eidoy  these  with  more 
freedom  and  safety  than  tne  American  people  ? 
A  parallel  for  our  liberty  and  prosperty,  for 
the  last  twenty  years,  is  not  to  be  found  in  the 
history  of  man«  Our  wealth,  population,  and 
resources,  have  increased  beyond  what  any  one 
would  have  calculated  or  imagined,  and  beyond 
what  strangers  and  fbreigners  now  believe. 
Industry,  wealth,  and  contentment,  pervade 
every  quarter  of  our  country,  and  poverty  and 
oppression  are  unknown  to  our  citizens. 

In  1791,  the  year  this  bank  was  incorporated, 

our  exports  amounted  to  about  eighteen  mil- 

I  lions  of  doUars ;  and  in  1804,  they  had  increased 
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to  aboat  seventy-six  millions,  gaining  in  thirteen 
years  fifty-eight  millions;  and  our  tonnage  in 
about  the  same  proportion. 

Mnoh  of  this  prosperity  is  to  be  attributed  to 
the  active  capital  which  has  excited  industry, 
and  a  spirit  of  enterprise  among  us,  and  the  ac- 
tivity of  this  capital  has  been  in  a  great  degree 
created  and  promoted  by  the  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  Its  operations  have  been  extensive 
in  all  our  trading  towns.  It  has  aided  in  loans 
and  discounts,  and  assisted  in  the  collectioUf 
•  safe-keeping,  and  transmission  of  our  revenues. 
It  has  been  the  depository  of  our  Treasury,  and 
is  now  become  incorporated  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  fiscal  department  of  our  Govern- 
ment. The  connection  which  it  has  formed 
with  almost  every  branch  of  business  in  the 
country,  is  not  slight  and  trifling,  and  so  easily 
to  be  severed  as  some  seem  to  believe.  Its 
operations  are  deeply  interwoven  with  the 
dealings  and  concerns  of  all  the  men  of  busi- 
ness in  the  United  States. 

With  a  capital  of  ten  millions,  it  has  furnish- 
ed accommodations  of  fifteen  millions  a  year. 
This  has  been  employed  principally  in  trade ; 
in  makin|^  prompt  and  cash  payments  to  our 
farmers  for  their  produce.  This,  again,  has 
furnished  to  our  citizens  a  ready  and  profitable 
market  for  every  article  of  produce.  These 
high  profits  of  a  good  market  have  gone  into 
the  hands  of  thp  farmer,  to  cultivate,  improve, 
and  enrich  the  country.  And  travel  through 
any  State  in  the  Union,  and  their  effects  may 
be  readily  seen,  affording  a  prospect,  consoling 
and  elevating  to  the  philanthropist  and  the 
patriot  The  land  is  highly  cultivated,  good 
buildings,  turnpike  roa^  bridges,  and  other 
expensive  improvement,  indicate  the  wealth  of 
our  citizens,  and  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 
Money  has  been  freely  circulated,  trade  has  been 
active,  produce  high,  and  our  country  has  been 
improved  by  these  unexampled  advanta^  to  a 
degree  far  beyond  what  the  most  sangume  cal- 
culations, twenty  years  ago,  could  have  antici- 
pated. And  yet,  sir,  we  are  gravely  told  that 
this  bank  has  nearly  ruined  the  country ;  that  it 
is  threatening  our  best  interests  with  destruo^ 
tion.  As  well  might  gentlemen  tell  us  that 
total  darkness  prevails  at  noourday,  or  that  tJie 
sun,  in  his  meridian  splendor,  i^ords  neither 
light  nor  heat  to  any  part  of  this  globe. 

The  principal  portion  of  the  trade  and  busi- 
ness of  the  United  States  has  been  conducted  by 
a  paper  medium;  metallic  has  scarcely  been 
seen.  The  amount  of  this  circulating  medium 
is,  say  fifty  millions.  Now  what  is  proposed  bv 
denying  a  renewal  of  the  United  States'  Bank 
charter?  That  this  bank  shall  close  its  con- 
cerns, and  of  course  stop  all  its  accommodations. 
This  must  necessarily  check  and  change  at 
least  one-third  of  the  circulating  medium  of  the 
country.  It  will  undeniably  require  $24,000,000 
to  be  directed  to  one  operation,  and  for  a  time 
to  one  point— for  the  capital  is  $10,000,000; 
this  is  to  be  collected  to  divide  among  the  stock- 
holders.    There  are  $19,000,000  due  to  the 


bank;  this  must  be  collected.  This  will  occv 
sion  a  demand  for  this  amount. from  other 
sources ;  it  must  be  paid.  And  the  $5,000,000 
in  the  bank  makes  the  sum  of  $24,000,000, 
which  must  be  suddenly  called  in.  The  effect 
this  will  have  upon  the  various  interests  in  the 
country  can  neither  be  described  nor  oonodved. 
It  must  inevitably  give  a  general  and  heavy 
shock  to  all  paper  credit ;  tUs  credit^  so  much 
and  profitably  in  operation,  mast  recdve  • 
severe,  if  not  a  mortal  wound.  And  what  sub- 
stitute have  we  for  this  when  it  shall  be  de- 
stroyed ?  Silver  and  gold  coin  cannot  be  relied 
6n.  There  is  not  f^om  the  best  estimate  an 
amount  to  exceed  $10,000,000  specie  in  aU  oar 
cities  and  trading  towns,  and  tins  will  be  col- 
lected by  this  bank.  The  price  of  all  stocks, 
and  every  kind  of  produce  and  species  of  prop- 
erty must  suffer  a  great  depression,  for  a  scarci- 
ty of  money  enhances  its  value,  and  consequenV 
ly  depresses  the  value  of  everv  other  npecies  of 
property.  That  this  sudden,  if  not  total  diange 
in  our  system,  must  occasion  great  embairaas- 
raent,  produce  failures,  disappointments,  and 
distress,  among  our  citizens,  is  certain. 

Put  down  this  bank,  and  how  tJien  are  joui 
revenues  to  be  collected  ?  Through  the  medium 
of  the  State  banks?  You  do  what  no  prodeat 
man,  in  his  individual  concerns,  would  tnink  <tf 
doing.  You  discard  a  faithful,  honest,  reqxm- 
sible  agent,  whose  integrity  and  fidelity  yon 
have  known  for  twenty  years,  and  yoa  place 
your  estate  in  the  hands  and  at  the  diroooal  of 
twenty  or  thirty  entire  strangers,  of  whose 
cbaracter  and  responsibility  you  know  nothing, 
nor  have  the  means  of  acquiring  any  knowledge, 
and  over  whose  conduct  you  have  no  oontroL 
Should  an  individual  act  thus  with  his  property, 
he  would  be  deemed  to  have  lost  all  regard  far 
it,  if  not  considered  a  madman.  In  reacvtiDg 
to  the  State  banks,  we  are  offering  the  amount 
of  our  revenue  as  a  bounty  for  intrigues,  cabala, 
and  factions,  through  the  country.  In  almost 
every  State  there  are  a  number  of  banks,  and 
each  will  endeavor  to  get  the  revenue  oulleeted 
in  that  State,  to  keep  and  trade  with.  It  must 
be  given  to  one,  or  divided  amons  them  alL  If 
one  is  selected  as  the  favorite,  all  the  rest  be- 
come jealous,  dissatisfied,  and  exert  their  c^tal 
and  influence  against  the  favorite  bank  and  its 
patron,  the  Government.  This  will  awaken  a 
spirit  of  faction  in  every  State,  yet  unknown  in 
this  country.  If  all  are  to  be  gratified  in  their 
request  for  the  deposits,  the  Governmait  most 
open  separate  accounts  with  aU  the  different 
banks  in  the  country,  to  the  amonnt  of  fifty  or 
sixty ;  and  new  companies  will  be  formed,  and 
new  applicants  request  to  divide  the  bnsiiieaa, 
and  share  the  profits.  Indeed,  there  will  he  no 
end  to  the  scenes  of  speculation  and  intrigne^ 
which  will  soon  apl^ear,  if  this  oonrse  is  adopted 
by  the  Grovemment. 

Mr.  SsTBEBT.— It  may  be  said  that  this  aab- 
ject  has  been  exhausted  by  the  discusaioiiB  cif 
the  ablest  politicians  of  the  country.  I  wiU 
premise,  the  remarks  which  I  shidl  offer  are 
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intended  solely  to  Justify  the  vote  which  it  is 
my  iDtention  to  give  on  this  momentons  oc- 
casion. 

The  qoestion  pending  the  United  States*  Bank 
hus  excited  a  peculiar  interest  throngbont  this 
nation,  more  especially  in  oar  seaports.  The 
dissolution  of  this  institntion,  which  from  its 
limitation,  will  expire  on  the  fourth  of  March 
next,  has  been  portrayed  in  colors  of  the  darkest 
shades,  and  the  distresses  which  many  maintain 
will  be  oonseqnent  to  that  event,  call  serionsly 
for  a  fair  and  deliberate  investigation.  I  hope, 
dr,  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  imposing  on  the  pa- 
tience of  the  Honse,  when  it  is  recolleoted  that 
the  communitv  which  I  represent  have  employed 
foor-tenths  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  United 
States*  Bank.  If  evil  consequences  are  to  at- 
tend the  dissolution  of  this  establishment,  or  if 
beneficial  results  proceed  from  its  continuance, 
in  either  case  I  must  feel  myself  essentially  in- 
terested ;  it  is  therefore  my  wish  to  be  distinctly 
imderstONod  upon  the  important  principles  which 
have  connection  with  tbe  great  question  now 
before  us. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  I  presented 
the  memorial  of  the  President,  Directors,  and 
Stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ; 
at  that  time  I  entertained  no  positive  opinion 
on  the  subject;  the  discussions  which  took 
place  in  the  committee  to  whom  the  memorial 
was  referred,  necessarily,  as  a  duty  on  my  part, 
excited  that  attention  which  the  importance  of 
the  question  imperiously  demanded.  Under  cir- 
cumstances of  doubt,  I  voted  in  favor  of  report- 
ing a  resolution  in  support  of  the  bank,  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  to  the  establishment  every 
chance  which  reason  could  urge ;  at  the  same 
time  reserving  to  myself  the  right  to  pronounce 
a  final  decision,  according  as  policy  and  expe- 
diency, but  more  especially  as  principle  should 
dictate.  I  will  admit,  sir,  that  this  is  not  the 
time  or  place  to  institute  the  general  inquiry, 
whether  banks  are  or  are  not  beneficial  to  a 
nation  f  Because,  whether  the  charter  of  the 
United  States*  Bank  be  renewed  or  not,  the 
several  States,  who  have  the  unquestioned  au- 
thority to  incorporate  bank  establishments,  have 
idready  created  many,  which  it  is  not  in  our 
power  to  control.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  declare, 
thoogh  many  persons  in  the  United  States  are 
decidedly  opposed  to  a  banking  system,  under 
every  poesible  circumstance,  I  am  not  of  this 
daos.  Experience  has  proved,  in  a  manner  very 
sadsfhctoiT  to  my  mind,  the  advantages  which 
are  derivea  from  the  banks  when  they  are  im- 
partiallr  directed,  and  when  the  accommoda- 
tion afix>rded  by  them  is  prudently  employed ; 
the  great  difficulty  seems  to  be  to  confine  the 
system  within  its  proper  limits.  I  understand 
the  proposition  as  applicable  to  the  agricultural, 
mann&cturing,  and  conmiercial  interests  of  the 
United  Stotes. 

For  my  proofs  of  this  proposition,  I  will  not 
rely  upon  the  famous  Bank  of  St  George,  at 
Genoa,  whose  authority,  by  a  gentleman  from 
Hew  York,  (Mr.  Fisk,)  has  been  considered  of 


much  wei^t.  I  will  recall  to  the  mind  of  my 
friend  the  remark  of  an  intelligent  traveller, 
who,  when  he  visited  this  bank  of  antiquity, 
exclaimed:  Here  lies  concealed  the  enigmti, 
whether  the  bank  possesses  millions  of  millions, 
or  whether  it  is  indebted  millions  of  millions  1 
He  concludes.  Upon  this  important  secret  rests 
the  safety  of  the  State.  Unhappy  State,  say  I, 
whose  safety  depends  upon  a  secret  concealed 
within  the  vaults  of  a  bank.  Perhaps  to  a 
development  of  this  secret  may  we  attribute 
the  present  servile  condition  of  the  people  lof 
the  once  fiir-famed  and  powerful  Republic  of 
Genoa. 

Sir,  I  am  decidedly  opposed  to  a  prominent, 
and  what  to  me  appears  to  be  a  very  dangerous 
feature  in  the  bill  now  under  consideration.  I 
allude  to  the  eighth  section,  which  admits  of  an 
increase  of  the  present  capital  stock  of  the  bank. 
Adopt  this  provision,  you  will  thereby  create 
an  Herculean  power^  which  will  have  at  its 
mercy  all  the  minor  institutions  of  the  States ; 
thus  constituted,  it  can  oppress  and  destroy 
them,  as  whim  or  interest  may  dictate.  The 
steps  which  have  been  taken  preparatory  to  a 
dissolution  of  the  present  bank,  it  is  said,  occa- 
sion much  embarrassment,  and  threaten  with 
ruin  many  of  our  citizens ;  if  the  present  capital 
of  ten  millions  can  thus  affect  society,  who  will 
pretend  to  accumulate  present  evils,  or  risk  en- 
tailing misery  on  posterity,  solely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  a  temporary  gain  to  the  Government  ? 
In  this  question  Pennsylvania  is  deeply  con- 
cerned; she  has  several  millions  of  dollars' in- 
vested in  her  banks ;  this  to  her  is  a  valuable 
source  of  revenue ;  upon  this  may  she  predicate 
much  of  her  future  prosperity ;  hence  wUl  she 
derive  the  funds  requisite  for  future  internal 
improvements ;  but  if  you  fill  up  the  blanks  in 
this  section  with  a  considerable  sum,  all  these 
prospects  will  be  blasted  forever;  you  will 
thereby  destroy  the  tree  from  whose  ramifica- 
tions were  to  emanate  the  blessings  of  peace 
and  the  sinews  of  war.  Those  of  her  represen- 
tatives who  may  deem  it  politic  and  constitu- 
tional to  vote  for  a  continuance  of  the  charter 
of  the  United  States*  Bank,  ought  surely  to 
oppose  any  increase  of  the  present  capital ;  we 
have  been  told  that  that  which  now  exists  has 
been  found  sufficient  for  all  purposes,  at  a-time 
whei\  our  commerce  was  much  more  extensive 
than  we  have  reason  to  suppose  will  soon  again 
be  the  case. 

The  history  of  the  banks  In  our  country  in- 
forms us,  that  the  one  usually  termed  the  Bank 
of  North  America  was  the  first  establishment 
of  the  kind  which  received  the  sanction  of  the 
Government.  This  institution  was  incorporated 
by  an  act  of  Congress,  in  the  month  of  May, 
1781,  under  the  authority  of  the  *' Articles  of 
Oonfederation.**  The  present  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  incorporated  by  an  act  of 
Congress,  on  the  25th  of  February,  1791,  during 
the  operation  of  the  present  Constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

Without  an  attempt  to  examine  every  hypo- 
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thesis,  which  has  been  or  which  might  be  pro- 
posed, -  respecting  the  constitutionalitj  of  the 
principle,  I  will  content  myself  with  the  state- 
ment of  the  case,  such  as  it  appears  to  my  mind. 
The  first  public  act  which  I  performed  as  a 
member  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
was,  to  swear  solemnly  that  I  would  support  the 
Oonstitution  of  the  United  States.  It  therefore 
is  my  duty  to  examine  and  consider  its  precepts, 
according  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 

The  "Articles  of  Confederation"  and  the 
present  Constitution  of  the  United  States  do  not 
differ  as  regards  any  power  delegated  by  the 
States  to  Congress,  touching  charters  of  incor- 
poration. I  can  never  persuade  myself  tiiat 
the  constitution  was  intended  other  than  to 
have  a  definite  meaning;  or  that  it  was  ever 
contemplated  to  speak  an  equivocal  language ; 
ambiguity  arises  solely  from  the  misconceptions 
of  its  interpreters ;  it  is  very  plain  and  of  easy 
comprehension,  especially  as  it  relates  to  the 
present  question,  smce  it  is  totally  silent  on  the 
right  to  create  corporations — its  wisdom  is  fur- 
ther illustrated  by  the  special  provision  for  the 
ouly  exclusive  privilege  which  is  consistent  with 
a  free  and  equal  government,  and  that  is  in 
favor  of  genius. 

The  powers  delegated  by  the  States  are  spe- 
cial and  defined,  and,  it  is  expressly  declared  by 
the  constitution,  that "  the  powers  not  delegated 
to  the  United  States  by  the  constitution,  nor 
prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to 
the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people."  This 
language  needs  no  interpretation.  I  cannot  for 
ft  moment  permit  myself  to  suppose,  that  the 
patriots  who  were  tested  during  the  long-con- 
tinued uncertainty  of  the  most  important  events 
of  our  Revolutionary  period,  and  to  whom  was 
ultimately  assigned  the  right  and  power  to  con- 
struct the  instrument  which  is  to  guide  us  in 
the  political  labyrinth — ^that  they  intended  this 
their  great  work  should  alone  be  explicable  by 
tihat  refined  reasoning  to  which  common  sense 
is  a  stranger,  I  never  can  admit.  Surely  that 
which  they  framed  for  the  good  and  security  of 
every  individual  in  the  nation,  must  be  expressed 
in  a  manner  to  be  understood  by  ordinary  men, 
and  those  whom  it  was  intended  to  direct.  Sir, 
if  simplicity  was  not  originally  contemplated  by 
the  framers  of  the  constitution,  why  the  impo- 
sition on  the  people  in  pubUshing  it  to  the 
world  ?  Was  it  not  a  prodigal  waste  of  labor 
and  materials,  to  furnish  every  citizen  of  our 
country  with  a  copy  of  that  which  can  only  be 
understood  by  professional  men,  or  such  as  are 
eminently  skilled  in  scholastic  research  ?  It  had 
better  remain  a  secret,  concealed  amongst  the 
musty  rolls  in  the  archives  of  State,  than  be  a 
puzzle  for  mankind.  As  long  as  this  instrument 
IS  preserved  pure  and  untarnished,  it  will  re- 
ceive a  becoming  respect  from  your  fellow- 
citizens — it  will  Imb  regarded  as  "  the  stopendous 
fabric  of  human  invention."  Remember,  the 
present  argument,  in  several  important  points 
of  view,  affects  posterity  iu  common  with  our- 
fielves.    You  had  better  commit  the  unintelli- 


^ble  jargon  to  the  fiames,  than  by  the  agoicy 
of  construction,  neutralize  wisdom  by  foUy. 
Sir,  if  we  have  a  constitution  which  the  people 
cannot  understand,  I  then  say,  cut  the  original 
into  slips,  and  provide  the  means  for  a  better; 
or,  if  t£at  is  not  to  be  done,  and  we  are  to  be 
ruled  by  the  iron  hand  of  power,  in  that  case, 
as  one  of  the  American  people,  I  will  pray  yoa 
to  be  graciouly  pleased  to  grant  a  plain  bill  of 
rights  for  our  better  government. 

If  we  look  back,  and  attentively  view  the  oo- 
currences  which  took  place,  when  the  law  in- 
corporating the  present  bank  of  the  United 
States  was  enacted,  we  shall  find  our  reasoning 
supported  and  confirmed  by  many  important 
circumstances ;  we  shall  then  perceive,  that  the 
act  of  incorporation  was  opposed  on  eonstitu- 
tional  ground,  by  men  who  were  and  continoe 
to  be  esteemed  for  their  talents,  political  skill, 
judicial  knowledge,  probity  and  patriotism ;  and 
it  has  been  admitted,  that  the  arguments  for- 
merly urged  are  unanswerable.  That  the  power 
to  create  corporations  was  never  intended  to  be 
ceded  on  the  part  of  the  United  Statea,  is  proved 
beyond  all  manner  of  contradiction ;  for  we  ara 
told  by  the  highest  authority,  by  one  who  was 
a  member  of  the  General  Convention,  that  it 
had  been  proposed  to  cede  to  Congress  the 
power  to  create  corporations,  and  that  the 
proposition  was  r^ected,  after  a  deliberate  dis- 
cussion. In  my  opinion  thb  decision  is  in  proof 
of  the  sagacity  and  wisdom  of  those  who  made 
it;  it  was  highly  justifiable  to  retun  thb  power 
to  be  exercised  by  the  States;  because,  corpo- 
rations are  generally  founded  on  circumstances, 
which  are  entirely  local — ^as  such,  they  can  be 
better  understood  by  the  Le^slatures  of  the  re- 
spective States,  than  by  that  of  the  General 
Uovernment. 

The  experience  of  every  sesiuon  proves  that 
the  decisions  of  Congress  vary  with  the  men 
who  at  different  times  compose  that  body; 
therefore,  the  act  of  February,  1791,  can  have 
no  force  in  settling  the  principle  contended  for. 

I  have  heard  it  urged,  that  the  States  have 
recognized  the  constitutionality  of  the  United 
States^  Bank,  by  their  laws.  I  know  of  no  law 
in  any  of  the  States,  which  declares  this  charter 
constitutionaL  Were  it  even  proved,  that 
several  of  the  States  had  published  this  decla- 
ration, with  me  it  would  signify  nothing,  un- 
less the  sanction  of  two  thirds  of  the  States  was 
thus  had.  On  a  former  occasion,  several  of  the 
States  were  induced,  from  peculiar  circumstan- 
ces, to  relinquish  for  a  time  their  right  in  favor 
of  a  particular  case— I  allude  to  the  first  estab- 
lishment of  the  Bank  of  North  America.  If 
this  had  been  intended  to  decide  this  very  im- 
portant question,  without  any  reservation  of 
their  power  in  other  cases,  they  would  have 
expressed  it  in  the  most  positive  and  unequivo- 
cal manner. 

Sir,  it  may  be  asked,  how  did  the  Congress, 
whilst  acting  under  the  "  Articles  of  Confedera- 
tion," incorporate  the  Bank  of  North  America, 
though  their  powers  were  no  more  extensive 
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than  those  of  the  present  Congress  ?  We  shall 
not  lose  hy  this  investigation — ^they  declared 
that  ^^the  exigencies  of  the  United  States 
rendered  it  inmspensably  necessary  that  snch 
an  act  be  immediately  passed,"  and,  at  that 
period,  the  Board  of  War  confessed  they  had 
not  money  sufficient  to  pay  the  expense  of  for- 
waj^ing  an  express  to  the  Commander-in-chief 
of  the  Army  I  Notwithstanding  such  urgent 
necessities  on  the  part  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, they  were  too  conscious  of  the  riffhts  of 
the  States  to  attempt  a  usurpation  of  authority, 
or  to  pretend  to  force  this  act  without  their 
sanction;  accordingly,  we  find  the  resolution 
by  which  this  bank  was  established  followed  by 
another,  which  recommended  to  the  Legislature 
of  each  of  the  States  the  necessity  to  pass  such 
laws  as  they  judged  requisite  for  giving  the 
ordinance,  by  which  the  subscribers  to  the 
Bank  of  North  America  were  incorporated,  its 
fun  operation ;  every  provision  in  the  charter 
of  thia  bank,  to  have  full  effect,  was  recom- 
mended to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States 
for  their  approbation.  (See  Journals  of  Coip- 
ffrenfor  1781,  vol  7<A,  pp,  257  and  268.) 

It  is  a  well-known  and  an  important  fact,  that 
the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  North  America 
did  not  rest  satisfied  of  the  authority  of  Con- 
gress to  incorporate  them ;  subsequently  to  the 
original  act  of  incorporation,  they  accepted 
from  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  a  charter 
by  which  flieir  privileges  were  very  much 
abridged. 

Some  maintmn,  the  States  having  made  it 
penal  to  pass  counterfeits  of  the  notes  of 
the  United  States'  Bank,  is  in  proof  of  their 
recognizing  the  constitutionality  of  the  institu- 
tion. No  one  will  pretend  that  these  laws 
were  intended  other  tiian  to  guard  the  people 
against  fraud.  These  statutes  were  enacted 
without  any  connection  with  or  reference  to  the 
principle  upon  which  the  original  act  was 
founded.  It  is  but  too  well  known,  notwith- 
standing these  salutary  provisions^  that  counter- 
feit biuik  notes  of  every  denomination  are  in 
dealj  circulation.  I  will  ask,  what  would  be 
the  case  if  such  laws  had  not  been  passed  by 
the  States?  Sir,  if  it  requires  all  our  care  to 
prevent  an  inundation  from  such  bank  paper 
as  ifl  acknowledged  to  be  genuine,  for  Heaven's 
sake  do  not  risk  the  security  of  the  people,  by 
an  indhrect  sanction  of  such  as  is  known  to  be 
q>Tirioa8l 

Fbiday,  January  18. 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Fise,  that  the 
House  do  now  a^ourn ;  and  the  question  being 
taken  thereon,  it  was  determinea  in  the  nega- 
tive— ^yeas  6,  nays  69. 

Bank  of  the  United  States, 
The  House  agun  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  renew  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  BuswBix's  motion  for  striking  out  the 
first  section  being  still  under  consideration. 


Mr.  P.  B.  PoBTEB. — ^Mr.  Chairman :  As  this 
bank  has  excited  so  extraordinary  an  interest  in 
every  part  of  the  United  States,  and  particularly 
in  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent ;  as  I  am  apprehensive,  from  what  took 
.place  yesterday,  that  I  shall  be  found,  on  this 
question,  in  opposition  to  a  minority  of  my  col- 
leagues ;  and,  (what  will  always  be  an  impera- 
tive motive  with  me,)  as  I  think  this  bill  aims  a 
deadly  blow  at  some  of  the  best  principles  of 
the  constitution,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  state  to 
the  House  the  grounds  on  which  I  shall  be  con- 
strained to  vote  for  striking  out  the  section  now 
under  consideration. 

I  acknowledge  that  I  had  not,  until  lately, 
paid  any  particular  attention  to  the  question  of 
the  constitutionality  of  this  institution.  I  stand, 
therefore,  in  this  respect,  on  safer  ground  than 
the  respectable  member  from  North  Carolina 
(Mr.  Maoon,)  for  I  have  no  reason  to  suspect  my- 
self of  any  long-rooted  prejudices  on  the  ques- 
tion. The  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  estab- 
lished at  a  time  when  I  was  not  in  the  habit  of 
troubling  myself  with  such  questions.  I  had 
been  accustomed  to  think  of  it  as  an  institution, 
the  constitutionality  of  which  was  conceded  by 
common  consent.  But,  sir,  when  the  question 
was  again  stirred,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  give  it  a 
thorough  investigation  before  I  should  sanction 
it  by  my  vote.  I  have  given  it,  if  not  a 
thorough,  at  least  a  candid  and  impartial  ex- 
amination ;  and  the  result  has  been,  a  full  con- 
viction that  we  have  no  right  to  incorporate  a 
bank  upon  the  principles  of  the  bill  on  the  ta- 
ble, or  rather,  upon  the  principles  of  the  origi- 
nal charter,  which  this  bill  proposes  to  renew. 
The  ground  of  my  objection  is^  that  it  assumes 
the  exercise  of  legislative  powers  which  belong 
exclusively  to  the  State  Governments. 

I  shall  not  touch  the  question  of  the  expe- 
diency of  this  bank,  much  less  the  expediepcy 
of  banking  generally.  If  I  were  competent, 
which  I  confess  I  am  not,  to  the  task,  I  should 
think  it  a  very  unprofitable  one,  to  follow  the 
gentleman  through  all  the  mazes  of  the  banking 
system — ^a  system,  sir,  about  the  various  and 
important  operations  and  effects  of  which  on 
o\yt1  society,  aside  from  a  few  obvious  truths 
which  it  furnishes,  I  have  found  that  those  gen- 
tlemen who  have  professed  to  understand  them 
best,  have  differed  most.  As  I  propose  to  con- 
fine myself  to  the  constitutional  question  solely, 
I  hope  I  shall  be  allowed  to  take  a  little  broader 
range  on  this  point,  than  has  been  taken  by  the 
gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me. 

I  am  aware  how  ungracious  constitutional 
objections  to  the  powers  of  this  House  are  with 
those,  and  there  are  many  such,  who  believe 
that  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Government 
are,  at  best,  too  contracted ;  and  who  would 
be  glad  to  see  all  the  State  rights  merged  and 
sunk  into  a  consolidated  government.  What- 
ever may  be  my  speculative  opinions  on  this 
subject,  I  can  never  be  influencM^d,  by  motives 
of  expediency,  to  swerve  from  my  allegiance  to 
the  constitution.     This  sentiment  is  indelibly 
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fixed  on  my  mind,  and  I  trast  it  is  a  common 
one  to  the  members  of  this  committee.  That, 
in  adhering  strictly  to  the  obligation  we  have 
taken  to  sapport  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  we  not  only  perform  a  sacred  duty  to 
ourselves,  but  we  render  a  better  service  to  the 
real  and  permanent  interests  of  our  country 
than  we  could  possibly  render  by  a  departure 
from  that  obligation;  even  though  that  de- 
parture were  to  avert  so  serious  a  calamity  as 
a  general  bankruptcy — a  calamity  which,  in 
order  to  alarm  the  timid,  has  been  held  out  as 
the  inevitable  consequence  of  a  refasal  to  re- 
new this  charter. 

I  should  be  surprised  at  the  general  acquies- 
cence which  seems  to  have  been  yielded  to  the 
constftutionality  of  this  institution,  did  I  not 
believe  that  others  had  been  as  superficial  in 
their  examination  of  the  subject  as  I  had  my- 
self. When  objections  are  made  to  the  consti- 
tutionality of  the  law,  the  people,  in  the  cur- 
sory views  which  they  are  accustomed  to  take 
of  such  oljects,  are  apt  to  adopt,  as  the  tests  of 
its  constitutionality,  the  powers  of  the  State 
and  Federal  Grovernments  collectively ;  and  if 
they  find  nothing  in  the  law  offensive  to  the 
principles  of  civil  liberty,  nothing  uncongenisd 
with  the  spirit  of  a  Republican  Government, 
they  rest  satisfied,  and  do  not  trouble  them- 
selves with  nice  distinctions  between  the  pow- 
ers peculiar  to  the  one  or  the  other  of  these 
Governments.  Such  reasoning  would,  how- 
ever, ill  become  the  sagacity  of  this  House. 

One  of  the  most  serious  dangers  with  which 
our  Government  is  threatened,  and  it  is  a  dan- 
ger growing  out  of  the  very  nature  and  struc- 
ture of  the  Government  itself^  oonsists  in  its 
tendency  to  produce  collisions  between  State 
and  Federal  authorities.  The  Federal  Govern- 
ment as  was  observed  by  my  learned  colleague, 
(Mr.  MrrcHiLL,)  is  imperium  in  imperio,  a  govern- 
ment within  a  government ;  and  the  misfortune 
is,  that  there  exists  no  friendly  third  power  to 
decide  the  controversies  which  may  arise  be- 
tween these  two  great,  independent,  and,  in 
many  respects,  rival  authorities.  The  public 
peace  must  be  kept,  if  kept  at  all,  by  the  con- 
ciliatory dispositions  of  the  parties  themselves. 
As  then  we  have  a  common  mterest  in  the  pre- 
servation of  both  these  Governments — as  we 
are  as  well  the  subiects  of  the  imperio  as  of  the 
imperium^  we  ought  to  act  with  great  circum- 
spection and  delicacy  in  the  assumption  of  pow- 
ers which  do  not  clearly  belong  to  us.  It  is 
better  tQ  forego  the  exercise  of  powers  to  which 
we  are  entitled,  if  the  exercise  of  them  is  not 
very  important,  rather  than  hazard  the  assump- 
tion of  doubtful  ones,  the  fatal  consequences  of 
which  my  honorable  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Bub  well)  has  so  Justly  deprecated. 

The  great  line  of  demarcation  between  the 
powers  of  the  State  and  Federal  Governments  is 
well  understood.  Th«  powers  of  the  State  Grov- 
ernments extend  to  the  regulation  of  all  titieir 
internal  concerns :  those  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  the  management  of  all  our  external  re- 


lations— external  as  regards  the  individual  States, 
as  well  as  the  States  in  their  collective  capacity. 
The  general  ideas  upon  which  our  Republic  is 
founded,  are  these  :  That  small  territories  are 
better  adapted  to  the  successful  administratioa 
of  justice  than  large  ones.  In  a  Republic,  where 
the  people  are  the  sovereigns  and  source  of  pow- 
er, it  is  important  that,  in  order  to  enable  them 
to  execute  this  power  discreetly,  they  ahoold 
possess  correct  information  in  relation  to  the 
character  and  conduct  of  their  rulers,  and  in  re- 
lation also  to  the  character  of  the  measures 
which  they  pursue,  or  ought  to  parrae ;  and 
this  information  is  better  attained  in  a  small 
than  in  a  large  territory.  The  individual  States 
have  therefore  reserved  to  themselves  the  ex- 
clusive right  of  regulating  all  their  intemaL  aad, 
as  I  may  say,  municiped  concerns,  in  relation 
both  to  person  and  property.  "But  a  sin^^ 
State  may  be  inadequate  to  its  own  protection 
against  foreign  violence ;  it  may  also  be  unable 
to  enforce  the  observance  of  proper  rules  and 
regulations  for  carrying  on  its  foreign  trade  and 
intercourse.  The  Confederacy  of  the  States 
is  therefore  formed  for  the  purpose  of  attaining 
these  two  objects,  namely,  the  regulation  and 
protection  of  the  trade  and  intercourse  of  th« 
States  with  each  other  and  foreign  nations,  and 
their  security  against  foreign  invasion.  It  has 
some  other  objects  in  view  of  minor  conse- 
quence, and  immediately  connected  with  these 
principal  ones.  The  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  is  the  basis  of  this  confederacy ;  audit  is 
only  necessary  to  read  the  constitution  to  per- 
ceive that  it  is  nothing  more  than  a  delegation 
of  specific  powers  for  these  specific  puiposes, 
and  that  the  general  sovereignty  of  the  States 
over  their  respective  territories  is  expressly  re- 
tained by  the  States. 

But,  sir,  independent  of  these  specific  powen 
and  duties  of  the  Federal  Government,  it  hai 
another  and  distinct  set  of  powers  and  duties  to 
perform  and  execute.  The  national  domun,  as 
It  has  been  called,  embracing  the  lands  acquired 
by  the  Revolutionary  conflict ;  the  lands  anoa 
purchased  of  foreign  nations ;  and  the  lands 
ceded  by  the  several  States  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, belong  to  the  United  States  in  their 
federate  capacity  ;  and  no  individual  State,  as 
such,  has  any  claim  to  or  jurisdiction  over  them. 
As  to  these  lands  the  powers  of  the  United 
States  are  sovereign,  independent,  and  com- 
plete :  and  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  is 
the  only  legitunate  authority  for  the  exercise 
of  this  sovereignty.  The  powers  of  Ccmgreas, 
then,  in  relation  to  these  territories,  include  the 
powers  of  both  the  Federal  and  State  govern- 
ments, in  relation  to  the  States.  I  have  ad- 
verted to  this  branch  of  the  powers  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government  as  a  means  of  dit^elling  the 
obscurity  which  has  been  thrown  over  the  con- 
stitutional question,  to  which  I  shall  soon  come, 
by  confoanding  the  powers  of  Congress  over 
the  States,  with  their  powers  over  the  terri- 
tories. Arguments,  to  which  I  shall  have  oc- 
casion to  advert  in  the  course  of  my  obeerra- 
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tioDs,  have  been  used  to  Justify  the  exercise  of 
particolar  powers  withia  the  limits  of  the  States. 
from  our  acknowledged  right  to  and  practical 
exercise  of  similar  powers  within  the  Territories. 

In  disGDssinff  constitntional  questions,  then, 
we  lay  down  these  axioms : — ^That  in  relation  to 
the  territories,  the  powers  of  Congress  are  su- 
preme and  exclusive ;  that  in  relation  to  the 
States,  they  are  specifically  defined  and  limited 
by  the  constitution — ^and  that  we  have  no  right 
to  exerdse,  within  the  limits  of  a  State,  any 
power  as  resulting  from  the  general  rights  of 
soTereignty  ;  because  that  sovereignty  ^longs 
to  the  States  and  to  the  people,  and  not  to  the 
Federal  Government  To  show  that  these  two 
last  Dositions  are  correct,  I  will  read  the  tenth 
article  in  the  amendment  of  the  constitution  : 
**  The  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States 
by  the  constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the 
States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  respectively, 
or  the  people." 

As,  tiien,  the  incorporation  of  this  bank  in- 
volves the  exercise  of  legislative  powers  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  States,  in  relation  to  the 
rights  of  property  between  the  citizens  of  those 
States  ;  and  as  no  power  to  incorporate  a  bank, 
eo  nomine^  is  to  be  found  in  the  constitntion,  it 
would  seem  suflScient  for  us  to  rest  the  argu- 
ment here,  by  a  mere  denial  of  the  power,  and 
to  call  on  the  advocates  of  the  bank  to  show  its 
constitutionality.  An  attempt  to  prove  this 
constitutionality  has  been  made— not,  however, 
sir,  by  arguments  advanced  by  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  in  their  places, 
(for  they  have,  so  far,  observed,  and  I  under- 
stjuid  that  they  will  continue  to  observe,  a  pro- 
found silence  on  this  question,)  but  by  arguments 
which  have  been  gratuitously  introduced,  by 
the  agent  of  the  bank.  I  allude  to  the  pampnlet 
which  has  within  a  few  days  past  been  printed 
and  distributed  among  the  members,  contain- 
ing the  celebrated  argument  of  General  Hamil- 
ton, ^  on  the  constitutionality  of  a  National 
Bank."  As  that  pamphlet  is  de  facto^  if  not  de 
jure,  before  the  committee,  I  will,  if  the  commit- 
tee will  indulge  me,  attempt  to  examine  some  of 
the  principal  arguments  contained  in  it,and  I  will 
also  notice  some  additional  ones,  advanced  yes- 
terday by  my  honorable  friend  and  colleague  on 
my  left,  (Mr.  Fisk.)  In  the  course  of  the  obser- 
vations which  I  have  to  submit,  I  shall,  with- 
out doabt,  repeat  arsuments  and  remarks  made 
by  the  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me,  and 
others  which  are  familiar  to  the  members  of  the 
eommittee.  My  excuse  must  rest  in  the  diffi- 
culty of  taking  a  connected  view  of  the  subject, 
without  such  repetitions.  If  I  shall  be  so  for- 
tunate as  to  throw  a  single  new  ray  of  light  on 
this  important  question,  I  shall  feel  amply  re- 
munerated for  my  trouble,  and  I  shall  think  the 
tune  of  the  commitee  not  altogether  misspent 

The  first  argument  in  this  pamphlet  is  found- 
ed on  the  sovereignty  of  the  powers  of  Con- 
gress. The  Federal  Government  is  said  to  be 
sovereign  as  to  aU  the  objects  for  which  that  Gov- 
ernment was  instituted.     A  sovereign  power 


includes,  by  force  of  the  term,  a  right  to  all  the 
means  applicable  to  the  attainment  of  the  end 
for  which  that  power  is  given  ;  and  therefore 
Congress  may,  in  virtue  of  their  sovereign  pow- 
er, create  incorporations  for  attaining  the  ends 
or  objects  of  those  powers. 

This  argument  is  founded  on  what  the  logi- 
cians call  petitio  prineipii,  or  begging  the  ques- 
tion. The  proposition,  that  the  Government  is 
sovereign,  is  assumed,  to  prove  that  it  possesses 
the  attributes  of  sovereignty :  or,  in  other  words, 
the  fact  of  sovereignty  is  assumed,  to  prove  that 
sovereignty.  If  the  position  that  the  powers  of 
this  Government  are  sovereign  as  to  all  the  ob- 
jects of  them,  be  proved,  I  will  concede  the  con- 
sequence, to  wit :  that  we  have  a  right  to  es- 
tablish corporations  to  attain  these  oj^ects — but 
I  deny  the  fact  of  sovereignty.  The  acts  of 
Congress,  it  is  said,  are  declared  by  the  consti- 
tution to  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land  :  and 
the  power  which  can  make  the  supreme  law  of 
the  land,  is  necessarily  a  sovereign  power.  But 
I  deny  tnat  this  is  a  correct  definition,  or  ex- 
position of  sovereignty.  It  is  not  the  high  na- 
ture of  an  act,  nor  the  authority  of  the  act,  that 
stamps  the  character  of  sovereignty  on  him  who 
performs  it.  The  sheriff  of  a  county  who  puts 
a  man  to  death,  under  the  sentence  of  the  law, 
executes  an  act  of  as  high  import  and  author- 
ity as  human  power  can  execute ;  and  yet  the 
sheriff  of  a  county  is  not  therefore  a  sovereign. 
His  authority  is  a  mere  delegated  authority — 
his  act  is  a  mere  ministerial,  mechanical  act. 
The  idea  of  sovereignty  imports  the  exercise  of 
discretion — of  judgment — of  will.  It  is  of  the 
very  essence  of  sovereign  power,  that  you  may 
execute  that  power,  or  not  execute  it — t^at  yon 
may  execute  it  when  you  will,  and  how  yon 
will.  A  sovereign  power,  as  to  any  object,  in- 
cludes a  right  to  any  means,  and  all  the  means 
applicable  to  the  attdnment  of  the  object.  But, 
sir,  do  Congress  possess  sovereign  powers,  or, 
what  is  the  same  thing,  discretionary  means,  as 
to  the  attainment  of  the  objects  of  this  Govern- 
ment ?  No,  sir.  The  constitution  is  not  a 
general  authority  to  Congress  to  attain  the  ob- 
jects for  which  the  Government  was  establish- 
ed ;  but  it  is  an  enumeration  of  the  particular 
powers,  or  means,  by  which,  and  by  which  only, 
certain  objects  are  to  be  accomplished.  If  the 
powers  of  Congress  were  sovereign,  they  would 
of  necessity  comprehend  all  the  means  applica- 
ble to  the  attainment  of  their  objects  ;  but  in- 
asmuch as  they  are  specific  and  circumscribed, 
that  very  circumstance  proves  that  they  are  not 
sovereign.  The  people  of  the  United  States  are 
the  true  sovereigns  of  this  country.  From  them 
all  power  emanates,  and  on  their  will  all  the  au- 
thority of  this  Government  depends.  The  pow- 
ers of  the  Federal  Government  are  mere  dele- 
gated chartered  authorities ;  and  in  the  exercise 
of  them  we  are  tied  down  to  the  letter  of  the 
constitntion.  Wo  have,  to  be  sure,  a  certain 
latitude  of  discretion  allowed  us,  within  the  let- 
ter and  pale  of  the  constitution  ;  and  so  far  we 
may  be  said  to  possess  a  sort  of  limited  qualified 
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sovereignty.  But  the  oonstitution  is  the  stand- 
ard bj  which  to  measure  the  quantum  and  ex- 
tent of  our  sovereigntj.  And  our  sovereigntj, 
which  is  the  result  of  the  powers  ffiven  in  the 
constitution,  is  not  the  standard  by  which  to 
measure  the  constitution.  The  constitution  is 
tlie  true  bed  of  Procrustes — and  our  sover- 
-  eignty,  however  unwillingly  we  may  yield  it, 
must  be  the  victim. 

Another  argument,  which  is  rather  an  argu- 
ment to  the  favor  than  to  the  right  of  this  bank, 
is,  that  it  is  an  innocent  institution ;  that,  al- 
though its  erection  involves  the  ezerdse  of  le- 
gislative powers  within  the  States,,  it  does  not 
abridge  or  affect  the  rights  of  the  citizens,  as 
secured  to  them  by  the  Uws  of  those  States.  A 
corporation,  it  is  said,  is  a  fiction  of  the  law,  a 
mere  political  transformation  of  a  number  of 
individuals  from  their  natural  into  an  artificial 
character,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  them  to 
do  business  to  better  advantage,  and  on  a  more 
extended  scale ;  but,  that  when  this  political 
association,  this  legal  entity,  is  once  formed,  it 
becomes  subject  to  the  laws  of  the  State  in 
which  it  happens  to  be  placed. 

I  know,  sir,  that  there  is  nothing  formidable 
in  the  abstract  idea  of  a  corporation.  It  is  a 
mere  phantom  of  the  imagination,  invisible,  in- 
tangible, and,  of  course,  innocent.  But,  sir, 
when  the  legal  effects  of  this  incorporation  are 
to  invest  the  individuals  whom  it  associates 
with  privileges  and  immunities  to  which  they 
were  not  before  entitled ;  when  this  legal  fiction 
is  interposed  to  shield  certain  individuals  from 
the  liabilities  to  which  they  would  be  subject  as 
ordinary  citizens,  it  then  becomes  a  matter  of  I 
important  and  serious  consequence.  What  are 
some  of  the  legal  effects  of  this  incorporation? 

One  of  its  most  obvious  and  distinguished 
characteristics  is,  that  it  exempts  the  private 
property  and  persons  of  the  stockholders  from 
all  liability  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  the 
company.  By  the  laws  of  every  State  in  the 
Union,  every  man  is,  I  believe,  liable  for  the 
payment  of  his  debts,  to  the  full  amount  of  his 
private  fortune ;  and,  in  case  that  fortune  prove 
insufficient,  his  personal  liberty  is  at  the  dispo- 
sal of  his  creditor ;  at  least  to  a  certain  extent. 
Is  not,  then,  the  exemption  from  these  liabil- 
ities an  important  immunity?  Is  it  not  an  ex- 
clusive privilege  secured  to  the  stockholders  of 
this  bank  ?  Assuredly  it  is.  I  know  it  has  been 
said  that  a  number  of  individuals  may,  by  a 
private  association,  secure  to  themselves  all  the 
advantages  of  an  incorporated  company  ;  that, 
by  forming  a  common  fund  or  stock  upon  which 
to  do  business,  and  issuing  notes  chargeable 
upon  that  fund,  they  may  exonerate  their  per 
sons  and  private  property  from  all  liability  for 
the  payment  of  the  dsbts  contracted  in  that  bus- 
iness. I  am  no  lawyer,  sir  ;  but  if  the  law  be 
what  it  is  said  to  be,  and  what  I  believe  it  to 
be,  tumma  ratio^  then  I  pronounce  this  doc- 
triue  not  to  be  law  ;  for  nothing  can  be  more 
preposterous  in  principle  than  to  say,  that  a  man 
may,  by  his  own  act,  avoid  the  force  of  an  obli- 


gation which  the  law  has  made  universal  and 
unqualified.  If  a  man  owes  a  debt,  acknowl- 
edges he  owes  it,  and  has  received  a  considera- 
tion for  it,  the  law  has  prescribed  the  nature 
and  extent  of  his  liability  to  pay  it ;  and  it  is 
not  for  him  to  say  that  it  shall  only  be  paid  out 
of  a  .certain  fund,  or  particular  part  of  lus  prop- 
erty, and  no  other.  Whoa  men  contract  a 
debt  Jointly,  the  legal  obligation  to  pay  it  ex- 
tends as  well  to  the  persons  and  separate  prop- 
erty of  the  individual  partners,  as  to  their 
joint  property. 

Another  feature  of  this  incorporation  is,  that 
it  authorizes  the  stockholders  to  take  osurioos 
interest  for  their  money.  By  the  provisioDs  of 
the  law,  the  bank  may  issue  notes  and  make 
discounts  to  double  the  amount  of  their  capital 
stock ;  and,  in  addition  to  that,  to  the  amount 
of  any  moneys  which  may  happen  to  be  de- 
posited in  their  vaults  for  safe-keeping;  and 
this,  too,  independent  of  the  debts  created  by 
these  deposits.  The  bank,  then,  may,  and  in 
fact)  in  many  instances,  does  draw  an  interest 
on  three  or  four  times  its  capital.  Every  State 
in  the  Union  has  laws  regulating  the  rate  of  in- 
terest, and  in  most  of  the  States  this  rate  is  fixed 
at  six  per  cent  a  year.  By  these  laws  it  is 
made  penal  for  a  man  to  receive  more  than  six 
per  cent  interest  for  the  use  of  any  sum  of 
money  which,  by  a  loan,  he  puts  at  hazard,  and 
the  use  of  which  he  deprives  himself  of.  Kow, 
sir,  this  bank  is  permitted,  contrary  to  those 
laws,  to  draw  an  interest  on  twenty  or  thirty 
millions  of  dollars,  when,  in  truth,  the  whole 
extent  of  its  responsibility,  the  whole  sum  which 
it  puts  at  hazani,  and  the  use  of  which  it  fore- 
goes, is  only  its  original  stock  of  ten  millioraw 
In  answer  to  this,  it  will  be  said  that  an  indi- 
vidual may,  by  issuing  notes  to  an  amouot 
greater  than  his  property,  legally  receive  an  in- 
terest on  a  capital  which  he  does  not  poraesL 
But  it  must  be  recollected,  in  case  of  the  indi- 
vidual, that,  although  he  may  not  at  the  par- 
ticular time  possess  a  property  adeauate  to  the 
payment  of  his  debts,  yet  that  all  liie  pn^rty 
which  he  may  subsequently  aoouire,  will  beltap 
ble  for  the  payment  of  those  debts ;  and  what 
is  more,  sir,  his  personal  liberty  is  always  put 
in  jeopardy.  In  this  point  of  view,  the  liability 
and  the  hazard  of  the  individual  may  ftirly  be 
said  to  be  co-extensive  with  the  whole  amoont 
of  the  capital  on  which  he  draws  an  interest ; 
and  which  is  often  the  case  with  the  bank. 

This  bank  incorporation  possesses  other  quali- 
ties at  war  with  the  laws  of  the  several  States; 
one  of  which  is,  that  it  authorizes  stockholders^ 
who  may  be  foreigners,  to  hold  real  estate.  Bat, 
sir,  I  will  not  detain  the  committee  any  longer 
on  this  part  of  the  argument,  for  this  institutioa 
cannot  be  said  to  be  innocent,  as  regards  the 
rights  of  the  States,  when  its  effects  on  the 
rights  of  property  are  to  exonerate  the  stock- 
holders from  some  of  the  most  important  re- 
sponsibilities which  the  laws  of  the  several 
States  have  provided  for  the  payment  of  debts; 
and  when  it  authorizes  the  taking  of  usnrioos 
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intereBt.  I  lay  it  down,  then,  as  a  position 
which  cannot  be  controverted,  that  the  granting 
of  this  charter  is  not  only  an  interference  with 
the  municipal  regulations  of  the  several  States 
In  relation  to  the  rights  of  property ;  but  that  it 
is  an  infraction  of  the  rights  of  individuals  as 
secured  by  those  regulations. 

Bat  it  18  contended,  that  a  right  to  incorpo- 
rate a  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  delegated  to 
Congreaa  by  the  constitution:  and  five  or  six 
different  provisions  of  the  constitution  are  re- 
ferred to  as  giving  this  right  It  is  said  that  it 
is  implied  in  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
in  the  power  to  borrow  money,  in  the  power  to 
regulate  trade  and  intercourse  between  the  sev- 
eral States,  in  the  power  to  provide  for  the 
general  welfare,  ana  in  the  power  to  make  all 
needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  ter- 
ritorial and  other  property  of  the  Unit^  States. 
The  very  circumstance  of  referring  this  right  to 
many  different  heads  of  authority  is,  in  itself, 
condosive  evidence  that  it  has  ;io  very  direct 
relation  to  any  of  them.  For  it  can  scarcely  be 
imagined,  that  the  single  act  of  incorporating  a 
bank  can  be  at  the  same  time  any  thing  like  a 
direct  execution  of  so  many  and  such  distinct 
and  independent  powers.  But  I  will  examine 
these  provisions  separately. 

Before  I  proceed,  however,  I  will  premise 
that  all  the  arguments  in  support  of  the  right 
to  incorporate  a  bank,  as  deducible  from  the 
provisions  of  the  constitution  itself  are  built  up 
by  the  aid  of  the  clause  of  the  constitution, 
which  has  been  sometimes  called  "  the  sweep- 
ing clause."  I  allude  to  the  clause  which  de- 
dsjres  that  Congress  shall  have  the  right  to  pass 
all  laws  necessary  and  proper  for  the  carrying 
into  execution  the  delegated  powers.  AU  the 
powers  in  the  constitution  are  given  for  certain 
ends  or  objects.  But  each  power  is  not  a  ffen&' 
ral  authority  to  attain  a  particular  object,  and 
comprehending,  of  course,  all  the  means  or 
powers  ^plicable  to  its  accomplishment ;  but, 
in  most  cases,  it  is  a  specific  means  for  effect- 
ing some  particular  end,  and  all  other  means  or 
powers  (for  means  and  powers  are  the  same 
thing)  conducive  to  the  same  end,  are  expressly 
^[clnded  by  the  restrictive  clauses  of  the  oon- 
stitutioii. 

The  mode  of  reasoning  adopted  by  General 
Hamiltoii,  and  the  other  advocates  of  implied 
powers,  is  this :  They  first  search  for  the  end  or 
object  for  which  a  particular  power  is  given ; 
KM  this  object  will  be  an  immediate  or  ulti- 
mate one,  as  may  best  suit  the  purpose  of  the 
alignment.  Having  ascertained  the  end  or  ob- 
ject, they  abandon  the  power ;  or,  rather,  they 
confonnd  the  potD&r  and  the  objedt  of  it  together, 
and  make  the  attainment  of  the  object,  and  the 
execntioD  of  the  power  given  to  accomplish  it, 
oonrertible  terms.  Whatever,  they  say,  attains 
the  object  for  which  any  power  is  given,  is  an 
execution  of  that  power.  But  the  constitution 
gives  to  Congress  a  right  to  make  all  laws  ne- 
ceesary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution 
the  delegated  powers ;  and,  therefore,  as  the  ex- 


ecution of  a  power  and  the  attainment  of  its 
object  are  synonymous  terms,  the  constitution 
gives  to  Congress  a  right  to  make  all  laws  ne- 
cessary and  proper  for  attaining  the  ends  or 
objects  for  which  the  various  powers  in  the 
constitution  are  given. 

I  beg  leave  to  read  a  passage  from  this  pam- 
phlet :  *^  The  relation  between  the  measure  and 
the  end,  between  the  nature  of  the  means  em- 
ployed towards  the  execution  of  a  power  and 
the  object,  must  be  the  criterion  of  constitution- 
ality .'^  Here  then  is  the  axiom — ^now  for  the 
application  of  it.  The  constitution  gives  to 
Congress  the  power  to  levy  taxes,  and  also  the 
power  to  borrow  money.  But  the  establish- 
ment of  a  bank  is  neither  levying  taxes  nor  bor- 
rowing money;  nor  is  the  law  incorporating 
the  bank  a  law  to  levy  taxes,  or  a  law  to  borrow 
money.  But  the  immediate  end  or  object  for 
which  these  two  powers  were  given,  was,  to 
enable  the  Government  to  raise  a  revenue ;  and 
a  bank  may  promote  this  object.  Then,  sir,  by 
a  dexterous  application  of  the  argument  which 
I  have  stated,  the  fiBllacy  of  which  cons^ts  in 
the  sudden  and  unobserved  transitions  which 
are  made  from  the  power  to  the  object,  and 
from  the  object  back  again  to  the  power,  they 
prove  that  the  establislmient  of  a  bank  is  in  ex- 
ecution of  the  powers  to  lay  taxes  and  to  borrow 
money.  I  will  now,  sir,  proceed  to  examine 
^e  particular  provisions  of  the  constitution 
which  have  been  relied  on,  and  to  place  the 
subject  in  some  different  aspects. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  it  is  contended  that 
the  right  to  incorporate  a  Bank  of  the  United 
States  is  included  in  the  power  to  lay  and  col- 
lect taxes.  And  what  is  the  argument  by 
which  this  position  is  miuntained  ?  Why,  sir, 
it  is  said  that  the  law,  by  creating  bank  paper 
and  making  that  paper  receivable  in  payment 
for  taxes,  increases  the  circulating  medium  in 
which  taxes  are  paid,  and  of  course  must  facili- 
tate the  payment  of  them.  That  whatever  fa- 
cilitates the  payment  of  taxes  facilitates  also  the 
collection  of  them ;  and  whatever  aids  or  facili- 
tates the  collection  of  taxes,  is  a  means  for  tlieir 
collection.  And,  therefore^  the  incorporation 
of  a  bank  is  in  execution  of  the  power  to  lay 
and  collect  taxes. 

No  man,  sir,  ought  to  complain  of  the  weak- 
ness of  a  Government,  whose  powers  may  be 
reae&ned  up  by  logic  like  this.  Amidst  the  in- 
finite variety  of  relations  and  connections,  and 
dependencies  and  analogies  by  which  all  human 
transactions  are  allied  to  each  other,  he  must  be 
a  weak  politician  who  cannot,  by  hooking  to- 
gether a  chain  of  implication  like  this,  justify 
any  and  every  measure  Qf  political  pohcy  or 
economy,  as  a  means  of  executing  some  of  the 
powers  with  which  this  Government  is  intrusted. 
Take  this  latitude  of  implication  or  construc- 
tion, and  you  want  no  other  power  but  the 
power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes.  It  may  be  tor- 
tured into  a  justification  of  every  measure  which 
ambition  itself  could  desire.  No  tyrant  ever 
made  a  law  without  assigning  the  public  good 
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as  the  motive  of  it.  No  man  on  this  floor,  how- 
ever wicked  his  designs,  would  venture  to  pro- 
pose a  measure  (indeed  few  could  be  proposed) 
m  favor  of  which  he  could  not  adduce  some 
plausible  argument^  to  show  that  it  would  tend 
to  promote  the  general  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try. And  in  showing  this  he  would  show  its 
constitutionality;  for  it  is  demonstrable  that 
whatever  would  promote  the  general  prosperity 
of  the  country,  would,  and  for  that  very  reason, 
facilitate,  in  some  greater  or  less  degree,  the 
payment  of  taxes ;  and  might  therefore  be  justi* 
fled  as  a  means  for  the  collection  of  taxes. 

But,  sir,  the  constitution,  as  I  have  said  be- 
fore, and  I  must  repeat  it  again,  for  this  is  the 
radical  source  of  all  the  error  on  this  subject — 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  is  not,  as 
such  reasoning  supposes  it  to  be,  a  mere  general 
designation  of  the  ends  or  objects  for  which  the 
Federal  Government  was  established,  and  leav- 
ing to  Congress  a  discretion  as  to  the  means  or 
powers  by  which  those  ends  shall  be  brought 
abontt  But  the  constitution  is  a  specification 
of  the  powers  or  means  themselves  by  which 
certain  objects  are  to  be  accomplished.  The 
powers  of  the  constitution,  carried  into  execu- 
tion according  to  the  strict  terms  and  import  of 
them,  are  the  appropriate  means,  and  the  only 
means  within  the  reach  of  this  Grovemment,  for 
the  attainment  of  its  ends.  It  is  true,  as  the 
constitution  declares,  and  it  would  be  equally 
true  if  the  constitution  did  not  declare  it,  that 
Congress  have  a  right  to  pass  all  laws  necessary 
and  proper  for  executing  the  delegated  powers ; 
but  this  gives  no  latitude  or  discretion  in  the  se- 
lection of  means  Or  powers.  A  power  given  to 
Congress  in  its  legislative  capacity,  without  the 
right  to  pass  laws  to  execute  it,  would  be  nuga- 
tory ;  would  be  no  power  at  all.  It  would  be 
a  solecism  in  language  to  call  it  a  power.  A 
power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  carries  with  it 
a  right  to  make  laws  for  that  purpose ;  but  they 
must  be  laws  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  and  not 
laws  to  incorporate  banks.  If  you  undertake 
to  justify  a  law  under  a  particular  power,  you 
must  show  the  inoidentality  and  applicability 
of  the  law  to  the  power  itself,  and  not  merely 
its  relation  to  any  supposed  end  which  is  to  be 
accomplished  by  its  exercise.  Ton  must  show 
that  the  plain,  mrect,  ostensible,  primary  object 
and  tendency  of  your  law  is  to  execute  the 
power,  and  not  that  it  will  tend  to  facilitate  the 
execution  of  it  It  is  not  less  absurd  than  it  is 
dangerous,  first  to  assume  some  great,  distinct 
and  independent  power,  unknown  to  the  con- 
stitution, and  violating  the  rights  of  the  States; 
and,  then,  to  attempt  to  Justify  it  by  a  reference 
to  some  remote,  indirect,  coUateral  tendency, 
which  the  exercise  of  it  may  have  towards  fa- 
cilitating the  execution  of  some  known  and  ac- 
knowledged power.  This  word  facilitate  has 
become  a  very  fashionable  word  in  the  con- 
struction of  powers ;  but,  sir,  it  is  a  dangerous 
one ;  it  means  more  than  we  are  aware  of.  To 
do  a  thing  and  to  facilitate  the  doing  of  it,  are 
distinct  operations;  they  are  distinct  means; 


they  are  distinct  powers.  The  constitution  has 
expressly  given  to  Congress  the  power  to  do 
certain  things;  and  it  has  as  explicitly  withheld 
from  them  the  power  to  do  every  other  thing. 
The  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes  is  one  thing; 
and  the  power  to  establish  banks,  involving  in 
its  exercise  the  regulation  of  the  internal  do- 
mestic economy  of  the  States,  is  another  and 
totally  distinct  thing ;  and  the  one  is,  therefore, 
not  included  in  the  other. 

Again,  sir,  it  is  contended  that  the  right  to 
incorporate  a  bank  is  implied  in  the  power  to 
regulate  trade  and  intercourse  between  the 
several  States.  It  is  said  to  be  so,  inasmnch  u 
it  creates  a  paper  currency,  which  Aimishes  a 
convenient  and  common  circulating  medium  of 
trade  between  the  several  States.  Monev,  sir, 
has  nothing  more  to  do  with  trade,  than  that  it 
fumi^es  a  medium*  or  representative  of  the 
vaJue  of  the  articles  employed  in  trade.  The 
only  office  of  bank  bills  is  to  represent  money. 
Now,  if  it  be  a  regulation  of  trade,  to  create  the 
representative  articles  or  subjects  of  trade  a 
fortiori,  will  it  be  a  regulation  of  trade  to 
create  tne  articles  or  subjects  themselves.  By 
this  reasoning  then  you  may  Justify  the  ru;:ht  of 
Congress  to  establi^  manufacturing  ana  agri- 
cultural companies  within  the  several  States; 
because  the  direct  object  and  effect  of  these 
would  be,  to  increase  manufactures  and  agricul- 
tural products,  which  are  the  known  and  com- 
mon subjects  of  trade.  Yon  might,  with  more 
propriety  say,  that  under  the  power  to  regulate 
trade  between  the  States,  we  have  a  right  to 
incorporate  canal  companies;  becanse  canals 
would  tend  directly  to  open,  fELoilitate  and  en- 
courage trade  and  intercourse  between  the 
severS  States ;  and,  in  my  humble  opinion,  sir, 
canals  would  furnish  a  much  more  salutary, 
direct  and  efficacious  means,  for  enabling  the 
great  body  of  the  people  to  pay  their  taxes, 
than  is  furnished  by  banks.  But,  sir,  then 
various  powers  have  never  been  claimed  by  the 
Federal  Covemment  -  and,  much  as  I  am  known 
to  favor  that  particular  species  of  intemal  im- 
provement I  would  never  vote  to  incorporate  a 
company  ror  the  purpose  of  opening  a  canal 
through  any  State,  without  first  obtaining  the 
consent  of  that  State  whose  territorial  n^U 
would  be  affidcted  by  it  There  can  be  no  ques- 
tion but  canal  companies,  and  agricultural  com- 
panies, and  manufacturing  companies,  and  bank- 
ing companies,  may  all  tend,  more  or  less,  to 
facilitate  the  operations  of  trade;  but  they 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  political  regula- 
tions of  trade ;  and  such  only  come  within  the 
scope  of  the  powers  of  Congress. 

But,  it  is  again  said,  that  the  right  to  grant 
this  charter  is  included  in  the  power  to  borrow 
money.  The  right  is  attempted  to  be  deduced 
by  a  train  of  reasoning  similar  to  that  employed 
in  relation  to  the  provisions  which  I  have 
already  noticed — hy  forming  a  string  of  impli- 
cations, by  which  you  prove  that  a  power  to 
act  in  certain  cases,  and  in  relation  to  oertaia 
subjects,  implies   the   power  to  create  those 
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I  and  salgectB  to  act  upon.  The  Govern- 
ment, it  IS  said,  may  want  and  must  have 
mooejy  in  any  great  national  crisis.  A  National 
Bank  with  an  extensive  capital  will  furnish 
ample  means  for  loans,  will  &cilitate  the  exer- 
cise of  the  power  to  borrow ;  and,  therefore, 
the  right  to  establish  snoh  a  bank  is  implied  in 
the  power  to  borrow.  No  one,  bat  a  logician, 
sir,  would  imagine  that  a  power  to  lend  and  a 
power  to  borrow  had  any  relation  to  each  other, 
much  lees  could  he  oozyecture  that  a  power  to 
borrow,  and  a  power  to  create  the  ability  to 
lend,  mean  the  same  thing.  A  plain  unsophis- 
ticated man,  on  reading  the  constitution,  would 
say,  that  the  power  to  borrow  necessarily,  and 
by  force  of  the  term,  pre-supposed  the  ex- 
istence of  the  ability  and  disposition  to  lend; 
and  that  it  could  not  be  exercised  unless  suc^ 
ability  and  disposition  iQiould  actually  exist 
But  the  favorite  doctrine  is,  that  all  powers  are 
^ven  for  particular  ends,  and  include  all  the 
means  applicable  to  their  attainment.  Here  the 
end  is  to  borrow  money;  to  borrow  honestly  if 
we  oan,  but — ^to  borrow.  The  ability  to  lend  is 
a  necessary  means  or  ingredient  toward  peofect- 
ing  the  execution  of  the  power  to  borrow.  But, 
sir,  let  me  aak,  whether  the  disposition  to  lend 
be  not  as  necessary  a  means  towards  aocom- 
plishiog  a  loan  as  the  ability  f  It  uncjuestion- 
ably  is.  And,  of  course,  by  the  doctrme  that 
the  end  justifies  the  means,  you  mar  coerce  the 
will  to  lend— and  this  too  equally,  in  cases 
where  the  ability  is  created  by  Goi^H'^ss,  and 
where  it  is  derived  from  any  ouier  quarter.  A 
loan  obtained  by  bringing  into  fair  operation  all 
the  implications  of  this  power  would  be  bor- 
rowing in  an  off-handed  style.  Such  a  loan,  if 
effected  by  Bonaparte,  we  should  call  robbery ; 
but  in  this  mild  Kepublio,  it  would  be  nothing 
more  than  the  fur  exerdse  of  an  implied  con- 
stitutional power. 

I  have  pursued  this  argument  thus  far,  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  absurdities  into 
which  this  doctrine  of  implication  wUl  lead  us. 
But  soppose,  sir,  that  the  argument  of  the 
gentleman  on  the  other  side  of  the  question  be 
correct^  to  wit:  that  the  power  to  borrow  im- 
^es  a  right  to  furnish  the  ability  to  lend. 
What,  I  would  ask,  is  the  probable  fiact,  as  to  the 
facilities  which  this  bank  will  afford  the  Gov- 
ernment in  borrowing? 

It  will  be  conced^  that  we  shall  have  no 
occasion  for  borrowing,  except  in  case  of  war ; 
and  if  we  have  a  war,  the  probabiUtv  is,  that 
that  war  wUl  be  with  Great  Britain— I  say  this, 
not  as  a  party  man,  sir,  but  because  the  inter- 
ests of  that  nation,  from  her  situation,  and  her 
rival  pmrsuits,  will  be  much  more  likely  to  come 
in  collision  with  ours,  than  those  of  any  other 
power.  Now  it  is  a  f^t,  in  evidence  before  the 
committee,  that  more  than  one-half  of  the  stock 
of  this  bank  belongs  to  British  subjects:  and  al- 
though, as  foreijRiers,  thev  can  have  no  direct 
agency  in  the  affiurs  of  the  bank,  yet  we  well 
know  that  through  the  instrumentidity  of  their 
friends  and  agents,  of  whom  there  are  unfortn- 


natel  V  too  many  in  this  country,  they  may  com- 
pletely control  its  operations.  Now  I  would 
ask,  whether  it  is  probable,  that  the  British 
subjects  would  be  willing  to  lend  us  money  to 
carry  on  war  against  their  sovereign  ?  Would 
they  not,  on  the  contrary,  exert  die  influence 
which  they  are  said  to  possess  over  the  moneyed 
interest  of  this  country,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
pressing the  credit  of  the  country ;  for  the  pur- 
pose of  crippling  the  operations  of  the  State 
banks ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  drying  up  the 
sources  from  which  the  Government  might 
otherwise  calculate  to  derive  supplies?  But, 
sir,  this  has  little  to  do  with  the  question  of 
constitutionality,  to  which  I  will  again  return. 

Another  ground  upon  which  the  constitution- 
ality of  thb  institution  has  been  attempted  to 
be  supported,  is,  that  it  is  necessary  to  the 
regular  and  succesofbl  administration  of  the 
finances.  There  is  no  question,  but  the  bank 
and  its  branches  afford  convenient  places  for 
the  deposit  and  safe  keeping  of  the  public 
revenue.  It  is  not  to  be  controverted  that  they 
also  furnish  a  safe,  convenient,  expeditious  and 
cheap  means  for  the  transmission  of  moneys 
from  one  part  of  the  United  States  to  another, 
as  they  may  be  wanted  by  the  Government ;  and 
if  these  facilities  were  not  to  be  attained  in  any 
other  way,  I  should  say  it  would  afford  an  ar- 
gument in  favor  of  a  bank.  Not  a  bank  in- 
fringing and  violating  the  rights  of  Uie  States ; 
but,  a  bank  upon  principles  consistent  with 
those  rights. 

But,  sir,  is  there  not,  in  every  State  in  which 
there  is  a  brandi  of  the  United  States'  Bank, 
also  one  or  more  State  banks,  of  equal  reroecta- 
bility,  and  of  equal  security — at  least  to  the  ex- 
tent of  any  sum  for  which  they  are  willing  to 
undertake  ?  These  State  banks  may  be  usM  as 
depositaries  for  the  pubUo  moneys,  and  they 
will  be  equally  safe  and  convenient.  And  if 
you  will  give  to  these  State  banks  the  advan«> 
tages  of  these  deposits,  as  you  have  hitherto 
given  them  to  the  United  States'  Bank,  they 
will  furnish  means  for  the  transmission  of 
moneys  from  place  to  place,  equally  safe,  con- 
venient, cheap  and  expeditious.  This  object 
wiU  be  attained  by  connections  which  will  be 
formed  between  the  banks  of  the  different 
States.  Such  connections  haye«lready  in  many 
instances  been  formed.  But  they  have  not  been 
carried  to  the  extent  they  o^erwise  would 
have  been,  on  account  of  the  United  States' 
Bank  and  its  branches;  between  which  there 
is  so  intimate  and  so  necessary  a  connection,     r 

But,  in  answer  to  this,  it  is  said  that  if  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  would  be  constitu- 
tional without  the  existence  of  the  State  banks^ 
it  is  equally  so  with.  That  a  power  which  is 
once  constitutional  is  equally  so  at  all  times,  and  * 
under  all  circumstances.  That  a  right  which 
must  depend  for  its  ezistenoe  on  the  will  of  the 
State  Legislatures,  oter  whom  we  have  no  con- 
trol, is  incomplete,  and  indeed,  as  to  us,  is  no 
right  all.  This  argument  is  founded  on  the 
supposition  that  the  Federal  Government  is  a 
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complete  Government,  containing  In  itself  all 
the  principles  and  powers  necessary  for  its  own 
operations,  which  supposition  is  wholly  false. 
Tne  Federal  Government  does  not  profess  to  he 
complete  in  itself.  It  is  expressly  predicated 
on  the  existence  of  the  State  Governments; 
and  most  of  the  facilities  for  its  exercise  are  de- 
rived from  the  State  governments..  It  cannot 
perform  even  its  own  peculiar  powers  and  func- 
tions, without  the  aid  and  co-operation  of  the 
State  authorities.  How,  let  me  ask  you,  sir,  is 
your  Government  constituted  ?  Your  Senate  is 
appointed  directly  hy  the  State  Legislatures. 
X  our  President  and  House  of  Representatives, 
indirectly,  hy  the  same  authority.  Suppose 
they  should  neglect  or  refuse  to  make  these  ap- 
pointments, can  you  compel  them  to  do  it  ?  No, 
sir.  Can  you  punish  them  for  not  doing  it? 
Kot  in  the  least.  They  may  appoint  or  not,  as 
they  think  proper;  and  if  they  should  neglect 
or  refuse  to  do  it,  your  boasted  complete  Gov- 
ernment would  die  a  natural  death,  by  its  own 
imbecility.  It  is  not  fair,  then,  to  say  that  a 
power  is  constitutional,  because  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  incomplete  without  it  It  is  not 
fair  to  say,  that  what  would  be  constitutional 
without  the  existence  of  the  State  €k)vem- 
ments  and  their  appendages,  is  equally  so  with. 
This  would  prove  that  you  have  a  right  to  ap- 
point your  own  President,  Senate  and  House  of 
Bepresentatives.  It  would  go  to  usurp  all  the 
powers  of  the  State  Governments;  for  the 
Government  could  not  be  said  to  be  complete 
without  possessing  the  powers  of  both  Gk)vem- 
ments  combined.  Indeed,  this  Federal  Govern- 
ment cannot  be  said  to  be  complete  as  to  a  single 
Sower,  without  all  the  auxiliary  powers  of  the 
tate  Gk)vemments ;  for  there  is  not  a  single 
act  which  it  can  perform  without  their  assist^ 
tance,  directly  or  indirectly.  The  very  bank 
law  now  under  consideration  is  an  illustration 
of  this — ^for  how  are  the  provisions  of  this  law 
to  be  enforced ;  how  are  the  debts  which  it 
authorizes  to  be  contracted  to  be  collected,  but 
through  the  medium  of  the  State  courts?  The 
doctrine  of  perfect  rights,  then,  if  it  prove  any 
thing,  proves  too  much.  If  it  proves  that,  in 
order  to  manage  your  revenues,  yon  may  estab- 
lish banks  within  the  States ;  it  equally  proves, 
that,  in  order  to  carry  the  provisions  of  your 
bank  laws  into  execution,  yon  may  establish 
courts  and  offices  within  the  States  for  Uiat 
pitnx)se.  I  think  then,  sir,  I  mi^  fatriy  oon- 
olnde,  that  so  long  as  the  State  Governments 
furnish  yon  with  all  the  facilities  which  yon 
can  reasonably  require  for  conducting  your 
revenues  by  means  of  their  State  banks ;  so 
long  it  will  be  unnecessary — so  long  it  will  be 
improper— ai\d,  therefore,  m  long  it  will  be  nn- 
constitutional  to  invade  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
States,  to  establish  national  banks. 

But,  sir,  I  will  conclude  by  again  cautioning 
my  Republican  friends,  and  my  worthy  col- 
lea^e  in  particular,  to  beware  how  they  ikmil- 
iarize  themselves  with  this  doctrine  of  construo- 
tive  power.    It  is  a  creed  at  war  with  the  vi- 


tal principles  of  political  liberty.  The  pride 
and  the  boast  of  the  American  Govemmenu  is, 
that  they  are  the  governments  of  the  laws  and 
not  of  men — ^that  they  are  the  regular  and 
necessary  operations  and  results  of  prindpies 
and  powers,  established  in  the  momenta  of  oool 
and  aeliberate  reflection,  by  the  combined  wis- 
dom of  the  nation ;  and  that  they  are  not  tlM 
effects  of  the  momentary  passion,  pride,  interest, 
whim,  or  caprice  of  a  few  individuals  collected 
on  this  floor. 

Little  did  the  framers  of  this  oonatitDtion, 
when  they  were  so  nicely  aiynsting  and  balao- 
cing  its  various  provisions — when  uey  were  so 
carefully  erecting  g^oards  and  barriers  against 
the  encroachments  of  power  and  ambitioiH- 
little,  I  say,  sir,  did  they  imagine^  that  then 
lay  concealed  under  the  provisions  of  this  con- 
stitution, a  secret  and  sleeping  power,  which 
could,  in  a  moment,  prostrate  all  their  labors 
with  the  dust  Still  less,  sir,  did  the  people 
when  they  adopted  this  constitution,  with  even 
more  caution  and  scruple  than  that  with  which 
it  was  formed,  .coigecture  that  they  were  sign- 
ing the  death-warrant  of  aU  their  State  rights^ 
But,  once  adopt  the  doctrine  that  yon  mij 
travel  out  of  the  letter  of  this  constitntion,  and 
assume  powers,  merely  on  the  ground  that  they 
will  tend  to  facilitate  tiie  execution  of  powers 
which  are  here  given;  and  you  compass,  at  a 
single  sweep,  all  the  rights  of  the  States;  and 
form  the  basis  of  a  consolidated  Government 

Let  the  principle  of  constructive  or  implied 
powers  be  once  establidied,  in  the  extent  to 
which  it  must  be  carried  in  order  to  pass  this 
bill,  and  you  will  have  planted  in  the  bosom  of 
this  constitution  a  viper  whldi,  one  day  or 
another,  will  sting  the  liberties  of  this  country 
to  the  heart 

When  Mr.  Pobtkb  had  concluded  hia  speech, 
the  question  was  taken  on  striking  out  the  first 
section,  and  carried— 59  to  46. 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  to  the 
House,  who  adjourned  without  taking  a  qnes- 
tion  on  the  report. 


Satubpat,  January  19. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  New  Toik, 
Babkztt  GABDBNiBit,  appeared,  and  took  his 
seat 

Bank  of  the  United  Stata, 
¥r.  Sawtsb  called  for  the  order  of  the  day 
on  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday— the  InH 
continuing  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 

[The  first  aeotion  had  been  strook  cot  hi  GomBiittee 
of  the  Whole,  and  the  bin  reported  to  the  House,  sad 
the  qnestion  now  was  upon  coneairenee  with  Asi 
vote  in  oommittee.  On  that  qneatioii  the  debate  was 
renewed  in  the  House,  and,  of  neoessity,  the  same 
ground  gone  over  which  had  been  trod  in  comiaitts^ 
and  atill  mote  eztenaively.  FinaQy  the  vols  was 
taken,  and  the  eoncnrrence  eaniedbyooavotot  m 
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dote  was  the  contest  in  both  Homes  in  the  Senate 
the  qaestion  decided  by  the  casting  TOte  of  the  Tioe- 
Pxesident— in  the  House,  by  one  Tole.  The  foQotr- 
ing  were  the  yeas  and  nays :] 

Tear. — ^Lemnel  J.  Alston,  WiUiam  Anderson,  Eze- 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  William  T.  Barry,  Bnrwell, 
Bassett,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb^  Adara  Boyd,  Robert 
Brown,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhonn,  Langdon 
Chevea,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  William 
Crawford,  Bichaid  Cntts,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha, 
John  W.  Eppes,  Meshack  Franklin,  Barzillai  Gannet, 
Gideon  Gaidner,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
Edwin  Gray,  James  Holland,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  William  Kennedy, 
John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Alexander 
McKim,  WiUiam  McKinley,  Samuel  L.  Mitchil],  John 
Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gnrdon  S.  Mnmford,  Thomas 
Newton,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of 
Penn.,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matdiias  Richards, 
Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Lem- 
uel Sawyer,  Ebeneser  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  John 
SmOie,  George  Smith,  Samnel  Smith,  Henry  South- 
ard, George  Bl  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Archi- 
bald Van  Home,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Whitehill, 
Robert  Witherspoon,  Richard  Wynn,  and  Robert 
Wiig^ 

Nats. — Joseph  Allen,  Willis  Alston,  jnn^  Abijah 
Bigelow,  Daniel  BlaisdeU,  James  Breckenridge,  John 
Campbdl,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  Wm.  Chamberlin, 
Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John 
Davenport,  junior,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Wil- 
liam ¥mdlay,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Barent  Gardenier, David 
S.  Garland,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
Wflltam  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister, 
William  Helms,  Jonathan  H  Hubbard,  Jacob  Hu%, 
Ebeneser  Huntingrton,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Robert 
Jenkins,  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Jo- 
seph Lewis,  jun.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Vincent 
Matthews  Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  Pleas- 
ant M.  Miller,  William  Mikior,  Jonathan  0.  Mose- 
ly,  Thomas  Newbold,  John  Nicholson,  Joseph  Pear- 
son, Benjamin  Pickman,  junior,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr., 
Elidia  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qnincy,  John  Randolph, 
Thomas  Sammons,  John  A.  Scudder,  Samuel  Shaw, 
Daniel  Sheifey,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smitii,  Richard 
Stanford,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B. 
Stuzgea,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Tageart,  Benjamin 
Tallmadge,  John  Thompson,  Nicholas  Van  Dykeu 
Kinian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  and 
James  WHson.* 

And  then  the  Hoiue  adjourned  until  to-mor- 
row moming  eleren  o'dock. 

Satubdat,  Jannary  26. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Massachusetts, 
Edwasd  St.  Los  LnrxBMOio,  appeared,  and  took 
his 


*T1ras  tenninsted  the  aziateiioe  of  the  lint  Bank  of  the 
Uaited  States;  bat  there  wis  a  Iktal  defeet  in  terminating  it 
fai  not  provldlDg  a  general  eorreney  in  plaee  of  Ite  notes, 
bj  reviving  the  gold  earrea^  and  in  not  creating  an 
independent  treasary  tat  keeping  the  pnblto  moneys.  Those 
wlio  terminated  the  existenee  of  the  aeoood  bank  avoided 
these  wnni  and  thereby  avoided  all  the  evils  and  embarraai- 
■Mitswhleh  allowed  th^  termiMtton  of  the  first  one. 


TuBSBAY,  Jaonary  20. 

Bemoval  qf  Federal  Judges  an  addreea  qf 

Cangreee. 

AMESfLMEST  TO  TBE  OONSTfrUTION* 

Mr.  Wright. — Believing,  as  I  do,  that  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  is  not  perfect, 
and  as  provision  is  made  in  tiie  body  of  the  in- 
strument for  amending  its  imperfections  in  the 
manner  tiierein  prescribed,  I  feel  it  an  imperi- 
ous duty  to  propose  an  amendment  to  it.  Here 
let  me  remark,  that  its  adoption  was  opposed 
by  the  patriots  of  America,  at  the  time  of  its 
ratification,  because  of  omissions  important  to 
liberty.  It  had  not  guarded  against  an  estab- 
lishment of  religion;  it  had  not  secured  the 
right  of  tiie  neople  to  keep  and  bear  arms ;  it 
had  not  guarded  against  soldiers  being  quartered 
in  our  houses  in  time  of  peace,  without  our  con- 
sent, it  had  not  guarded  against  warrants  being 
issued  without  oath ;  it  had  not  guarded  against  a 
man's  being  put  to  answer  without  previous  in- 
dictment; it  had  not  secured  the  criminal  in  the 
trial  by  jury ;  it  had  not  secured  the  trial  by  jury 
in  cases  of  common  law,  and  these  omissions  as 
due  guards  to  the  liberty  of  the  citizens  stand  re- 
corded in  these  amendments  almost  coeval  with 
the  instrument  The  terms  Federal  and  anti- 
Federal  had  their  origin  in  the  zeal  of  the  re- 
spective parties  at  that  time ;  the  one  insisting 
on  its  adq)tion  with  all  these  imperfections  on 
its  head,  while  the  other  insisted  on  these 
amendmrats;  and  it  has  always  appeared  to 
me,  that  on  the  adoption  of  the  amendments 
that  those  who  were  called  anti-Federals  were 
really  the  Federals,  the  constitution  being  per- 
fected by  the  adoption  of  these  amendments. 
The  foregoing  amendments  test  its  original  im- 
perfection, and  I  trust  will  lead  this  House  to  a 
temperate  examination  of  the  amendment  I  now 
propose  to  submit. 

The  amendment,  sir,  is  to  place  the  Judiciary 
of  the  United  States  on  tiie  same  foundation 
that  the  British  Judiciary  are  placed  by  their 
laws;  by  enabling  the  President,  on  the  Joint 
address  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States,  to  remove  a  judge. 

In  England  the  judges  held  their  commissions 
during  ^e  pleasure  of  the  Grown,  till  the  time 
of  Charles  the  First,  when  the  Parliament  im- 
posed upon  the  King  the  necessity  of  granting 
them  dorinff  good  behavior;  till  then  the 
Crown,  as  the  fountain  of  justice,  held  the  un- 
controlled direction  of  the  commissions  of  the 
judges.  At  the  same  time,  sir,  the  High  Com- 
mission Court  and  Star  Chamber  were  abolished. 
In  the  thirteenth  year  of  William  the  Third, 
the  judges,  by  statute,  were  to  hold  their  com- 
misrions  during  good  behavior,  and  by  the  same 
statute  they  may  be  removed  by  the  joint  ad- 
dress of  both  Houses  of  Parliament ;  and  here 
let  Qie  remark,  that  under  that  tenure  and  re- 
sponsibility, tiie  British  judiciary  have  attained 
a  celebrity  in  history  for  their  judicial  integrity 
and  correctness  highly  honorable  to  them,  and 
which  this  amendment,  I  fondly  hope,  in  time, 
may  oorreotiy  attach  to  the  judiciary  of  the 
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United  States.  There  are  a  varietj  of  cases 
where  the  exercise  of  this  power  may  he  neces- 
sary for  the  safety  of  the  people,  which  ought 
to  be  the  supreme  law.  This  power,  I  trust, 
will  never  be  abused  by  the  American  Oon- 
gress.  I  do  not  recollect  a  case  under  the  Brit- 
ish Government,  where  for  fifty  years  it  has 
been  exercised,  and  I  trust  we  shall  not  ascribe 
to  ourselves  an  indisposition  to  the  correct  dis- 
charge of  those  functions  which  have  been  cor- 
recUy  exercised  or  rather  not  exercised  at  all 
for  nfty  years  by  the  British  Government.  If 
in  £ngland,  where  the  Grown  is  hereditary,  the 
Lords  hereditary  and  for  life,  and  the  Gommons 
for  seven  years,  this  tenure  and  responsibility 
has  been  found  necessary,  I  trust  in  this  Govern- 
ment, where  the  President  is  for  four  years,  the 
Senate  for  six,  and  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  two  years,  this  judicial  tenure  and  re- 
sponsibility will  he  thought  expedient,  and  that 
Uiis  amendment  will  be  adopted  by  Congress, 
particularly  as  it  is  but  a  preliminary  decision — 
as  it  must  be  submitted  to  the  States,  and  can- 
not go  into  operation  but  by  the  consent  of 
three-fourths  of  the  United  States.  I  have 
therefore  thought  fit  to  submit  this  resolution, 
and  hope  the  reasons  assigned  will  induce  you 
to  believe  that  I  think  it  of  such  importance  to 
the  nation  as  to  entitle  it  to  your  attention. 

Mr.  W.  then  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tions: 

Ruolved  by  Iki  Senate  and  Eintee  of  Xipreteniaiivei 
<tfthe  UnUed  Slates  of  America,  in  Congress  assembledf 
ttto-iMrds  of  both  Houses  eoncurrinfft  That  the  follow- 
ing seotion  be  sabznitted  to  the  Legislatures  of  the 
several  States,  which,  when  ratified  by  the  Legishk- 
tuies  of  three-fonrths  of  the  States,  shall  be  valid  and 
binding  as  a  part  of  the  ConsUtntion  of  the  United 
States: 

Resoived,  That  the  jndges,  both  of  the  Supreme  and 
Inferior  Courts,  may  be  removed  from  oflSce  on  the 
joint  address  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States. 

The  House  reftised  to  consider  the  motion — 
45  to  88. 


WsDNSBDAT,  January  80. 
Jared  ShattucVe  Claim. 
•  The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Jared  Shattuok — 
59  to  29. 

The  report  is  fiELvorable  to  the  claimant — a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  this  person  having  in  two 
former  sessions  passed  this  House,  but  not  been 
acceded  to  in  the  Senate. 

Hr.  MoNTGOMSBT,  in  a  speech  of  some  length, 
opposed  the  daim,  and  moved  that  the  com- 
mittee rise,  with  a  view  to  printing  the  papers 
relating  to  the  daim,  which  he  conceived  was 
not  fuUy  understood. 

This  motion  was  debated,  and  lost— 66  td  48. 

The  report  was  also  debated,  and  agreed  to 
—57  to  89. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  their 
agreement  to  the  report 


TnuBSDAT,  January  81. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Maesadinsetts^ 
Obohabd  Cook,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat 

Mienmppi  Territory, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  select  com- 
mittee in  favor  of  admitting  the  llUssiasippi 
Territory  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States. 

A  desultory  debate  of  two  or  three  hoan 
took  place  on  the  resolution. 

Messrs.  Pootdbzteb,  Johnboit,  GHOLSOir,  Mo- 
Kdc,  SmrFBT,  Holland,  and  Wright,  spoke  in 
favor  of  the  resolution,  and  Messrs.  Baoos, 
PlTKnr,  QuiNOT,  Bioslow,  and  Blaisdux, 
against  it  The  arguments  in  favor  of  its  pas- 
sage were,  among  others,  that  tiie  territory 
could,  when  possessing  a  population  of  60,000, 
claim  admission  as  a  right ;  that  it  now  con- 
tained probably  45,000,  and  would,  more  than 
probably,  before  a  Representative  could  be 
elected  under  the  new  constitution,  oontain  fnll 
60,000  souls;  that,  after  admitting  Orleans  to 
the  rank  of  a  State,  with  a  minor  population,  at 
the  present  session,  it  would  be  the  height  of  in* 
justice  to  refuse  the  same  privilege  to  Missianppi, 
which  had  been  so  much  longer  a  part  of  the 
united  territory,  and  against  the  admission  of 
which  into  the  Union  none  of  the  constitu- 
tional objections  had  weight  which  had  been 
urged  against  the  admission  of  Orleans.  The 
opponents  of  the  resolution  argued  that  Bome 
respect  was  due  to  the  feelings,  however  groond- 
ed,  of  the  eastern  States,  in  relation  to  the  crea- 
tion of  new  States  on  the  western  waters;  that 
the  admission  of  one  State  during  a  session  was 
suffident;  if  two  were  admitted  into  the  Union, 
in  the  course  of  three  months,  the  people  of 
the  eastern  States  would  be  jouBtly  alanned  at 
the  diminution  of  their  relative  weight  in  the 
scale  of  the  Union ;  that,  since  it  was  acknovl- 
edffed  the  new  State  could  not  be  represented 
before  the  thirteenth  Gongress,  there  codd  be 
no  occasion  for  pressing  this  subject  so  urgently 
at  this  time.  Why  not,  it  was  asked,  wait  for 
the  actual  census  of  the  territory?  The  very 
solicitude  which  was  manifested  to  get  thissolh 
ject  through  Congress,  it  was  said,  showed 
there  was  something  wrong,  and  was  a  strong 
argument  against  the  adoption  of  the  mdatioD. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole— ayes  62. 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  thdr  agree- 
ment  to  the  resolution. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  concur  with 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  agreement 
to  the  said  resolution,  and  resolved  in  the  af> 
firmativ^— yeas  68,  nays  47. 

Fbidat,  February  1. 
Commereial  Intercowrm. 
The    House  went  into   Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  following  bill  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations : 
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to  the  M^  entitled  *'Aii  act 
the  commercial  interooiurse  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  France, 
and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes." 
Be  U  enaetadf  ^.,  That  no  vessel  owMdvholljf  iy  a 
dHam  or  ettueng  of  the  United  States,  tekich  shall  have 
departed  from  a  BHHsh  port  prior  to  the  second  day  of 
Februavyt  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven,  and. 
no  merckandise  owned  vholljf  5y  a  citizen  or  dtixens  of 
the  Uniled  States^  imported  in  such  vessel,  shall  be 
liable  to  seizure  or  forfeiture,  on  account  of  any  In- 
ftactioa  or  presumed  infhu^on  of  tlie  provisions  of 
the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supplement 

Mr.  Emott  moved  to  amend  the  same  by 
striking  out  the  words  in  italic^  and  to  insert 
in  their  place,  *'  or  merchandise."  The  bill,  as 
amended,  would  read  as  follows : 

"That  BO  vessel  or  merchandise  shall  be  liable  to 
seiinre  or  Ibrfeitnre  on  account  of  any  infraction,  or 
presumed  infraction,  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  to 
which  this  act  is  a  supplement." 

Mr.  Emott. — ^Mr.  Chairman:  As  the  bill 
which  is  now  on  yonr  table  is  calculated  to  re- 
lieve our  merchants  in  part  from  the  restrictive 
system  which  has  again  been  attempted  to  be 
pat  in  operation,  I  so  far  approve  of  it ;  but  as 
it  does  not  appear  to  me  to  go  far  enough,  I  rise 
for  the  purpose  of  moving  an  amendment, 
which,  if  adopted,  will  once  more  give  us  a 
dear  deck ;  and  while  I  am  up,  the  committee 
will  permit  me,  as  concisely  as  the  nature  of 
the  snbjectwill  admit,  to  assign  the  reasons 
which  induce  me  to  propose  the  amendment. 

By  the  law  of  the  first  of  May  last,  the  Presi- 
dent was  authorized,  in  case  either  of  the  great 
beUigerenta,  before  the  third  of  March,  revoked 
her  anti-neutral  edicts^  to  proclaim  the  same, 
and  if  the  other  did  not  in  three  months  also 
revoke,  a  non-intercourse  with  her  was  to  fol- 
low. On  the  second  day  of  November,  the 
President  had  prodahned,  as  a  £EU)t,  that  France 
had  made  the  necessary  revocation;  and  it  fol- 
lows, if  he  was  correct  as  to  the  £&ct,  that  on 
the  second  day  of  this  month,  the  non-inter- 
course wentinto  operation  against  Great  Britain. 

As  many  formerly,  and  more  latterly,  have 
doubted  as  to  the  fact  thus  proclaimed,  it  be- 
eomes,  ^,  a  duty  which  we  owe  to  ourselves 
and  to  the  people,  to  inquire  into  its  existence; 
for  if  it  be  true  that  no  such  repeal,  as  was  con- 
templated hy  the  law,  has  taken  place  ;  i^  in- 
deed, the  President  has  been  deceived,  or  was 
mistaken,  we  cannot  too  soon  make  it  known, 
and  relieve  the  country  from  the  vexation  and 
embonraasment  which  must  result  from  the  pres- 
ent state  of  things. 

If^  air,  addiliomd  motives  were  neceseteffy,  we 
may  find  them  in  the  bilk  which  have  this 
morning  been  introduced  into  the  House  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
at  the  instance  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
one  of  which  goes  to  lay  large  additional  duties, 
and  the  other  to  authorize  a  loan.  The  reasons 
assigned  by  the  Secretary  for  this  new  and 
heavy  tax  on  our  dtizens  are,  that  as  the  greater 
part  of  our  duties  on  imports  are  collected  on 
You  IV.— 28 


goods  coming  fh)m  Great  Britain  and  her  colo- 
nies, and  as  those  duties  will  cease  with  the 
revival  of  the  non-importation,  it  becomes  ne- 
cessary, in  order  to  prevent  a  defalcation  in  the 
revenue,  to  tax  the  production  of  other  coun- 
tries much  beyond  tne  present  rate.  On  this 
presumed  defalcation,  too,  in  some  degree  de- 
pends the  proposition  for  a  loan,  or,  if  a  loan  be 
necessary,  the  amount  of  it.  In  this  point  of 
view,  it  becomes  highly  important  to  ascertain 
whether  the  non-intercourse  has  gone  into  ope- 
ration ;  for  if  it  has  not,  I  trust  we  shall  not 
proceed  to  give  form  and  shape  to  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Secretary,  that  we  shall  not 
burden  the  country  with  new  taxes,  or  subject 
it  to  large  loans. 

In  the  commencement  of  this  inquiry,  Mr. 
Chairman,  we  naturally  ask  ourselves,  what 
edicts  are  to  be  revoked,  and  how  are  they  to 
be  revoked  ?  It  is  not  material  to  extend  this 
inquiry  to  Great  Britain,  as  we  know  of  no 
revocation  on  her  part,  and,  under  all  circum- 
stances, we  have  not,  I  fear,  much  reason  to 
believe  that  there  will  be  such  revocation.  But 
it  may  be  well  to  notice  here  something  which 
has  the  appearance  of  inconsistency,  on  the 
part  of  our  Executive,  towards  that  Govern- 
ment 

The  non-intercourse  law  of  March,  1809,  con- 
tains a  provision,  that,  ^^  in  case  either  France 
or  Great  Britain  shall  so  revoke  or  modify  her 
edicts,  as  that  they  shall  cease  to  violate  the . 
neutral  commerce  of  the  United  States,*'  the 
President  shall  declare  the  same  by  proclama- 
tion, and  the  non-intercourse  was  then  to  cease 
as  to  the  nation  revoking.  It  was  under  this 
law,  and  in  consequence  of  the  power  so  given 
to  the  President,  that  the  celebrated,  though 
ill-fated  arrangement,  was  made  betwen  the 
Executive  and  uie  British  Minister,  Mr.  Erskine. 
Now,  sir,  by  referring  to  this  arrangement,  you 
will  find,  that  on  April  18,  Mr.  Erskine  pro- 
posed to  Secretary  Smith  the  revocation  of  the 
orders  in  council  of  January  and  November, 
1807,  as  a  compliance  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britidn  with  the  terms  of  the  act  of  March ; 
and  our  Secretary,  on  the  same  day,  declaring 
that  the  withdrawing  of  such  orders  would  be 
deemed  satisfactory  by  the  President,  the  ar- 
rangement was  completed  on  the  19th,  and  a 
proclamation  accordmgly  issued  on  the  ground, 
and  assuming  the  fact,  that  the  British  edicts 
had  ceased  to  violate  our  neutral  commerce, 
and  again  opening  the  intercourse  between  the 
two  countries  after  the  10th  of  June. 

This  arrangement,  and  the  short  and  hasty 
correspondence  connected  with  it,  you  wiU  re- 
collect, sir,  were  presented  to  Congress  with  the 
Message,  at  the  opening  of  the  summer  session 
of  1809,  and  we  then  passed  a  law,  the  o^ect 
of  which  was  to  ratify  and  to  carry  into  effect 
the  arrangement.  Here,  then,  we  have  an  ex- 
plicit opinion  from  both  the  Executive  and  the 
Legislature,  that  the  only  British  orders  which 
came  within  the  sphit  and  intent  of  the  law  of 
March,  were  those  ctf  January  and  November 
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1807,  and  that,  when  thone  orders  were  revoked, 
the  edicts  of  Great  Britain  ceased  to  violate  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States. 

I  pray  yon  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  turn  with 
me  to  the  law  of  May  last ;  yon  will  there  find 
the  precise  phraseology  of  the  act  of  March : 
<^In  case  either  Great  Britain  or  France  shall 
so  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts,  as  that  they 
shall  cease  to  violate  the  neutral  oonmierce  of 
the  United  States,"  the  President  is  to  make 
known  the  fact  by  proclamation.  The  authority 
given  to  the  President  is  in  both  cases  the  same, 
and  it  was  to  have  been  presumed  that  it  would 
have  been  exercised  on  the  same  terms.  But^ 
sir,  it  will  be  found,  on  referring  to  the  papers, 
that,  under  the  act  of  May,  the  Executive  made 
a  further  requisition.  The  revocation  of  the 
orders  in  council  of  January  and  November 
was  not  to  satisfy  us,  but  the  blockade  of  the 
year  preceding  was  to  be  also  annulled. 

In  the  letter  from  Secretary  Smith  to  our 
Minister  at  London,  of  the  6th  of  July,  1810, 
and  which  enclosed  a  copy  of  the  law  of  May, 
it  is  said,  '*  that  in  explaining  the  extent  of  the 
repeal  which  is  required  on  the  British  side, 
Mr.  Pinkney  will  let  it  be  distinctly  under- 
stood, that  it  must  necessarily  include  an  an- 
nulment of  the  blockade  of  1806 ;''  and  our 
minister  accordingly,  in  his  letter  to  Lord  Wel- 
lesley,  of  the  2l8t  of  September,  tells  him  it  is 
his  duty  to  state  ^*  that  an  annulment  of  the 
blockade  of  May,  1800,  is  considered  by  the 
President  to  be  as  indispensable,  in  the  view  of 
the  act,  as  the  revocation  of  the  Briti^  orders 
in  council."  Nay,  so  £eu-  has  the  President  gone 
in  this  particular  as  to  give  the  French  Govern- 
ment a  pledge  that  this  will  be  required  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain.  In  the  letter  from 
Secretary  Smith  to  Greneral  Annstrong,  of  the 
5th  of  July,  1810,  the  latter  is  authorized,  if  it 
should  be  foimd  necessary,  to  "let  it  be.  under- 
stood that  a  repeal  of  the  illegal  blockades  of  a 
date  prior  to  the  Berlin  decree,  namely,  that 
of  May,  1806,  will  be  included  in  the  condition 
required  of  Great  Britain." 

It  is  not  my  intention  at  this  time,  to  enter 
into  a  discussion  on  the  subject  of  blockades, 
nor  am  I  to  be  understood  as  giving  counte- 
nance to  the  system  of  paper  blockades,  whether 
that  system  proceeds  from  or  is  attempted  to 
be  enforced  by  En^^d  or  by  France ;  but,  sir, 
I  have  gone  into  this  examination  to  ^ow  that 
the  President  has  acted  differently  under  two 
laws  which  ought  to  have  the  same  practical 
construction,  because  the  terms  used  in  them 
were  alike ;  that  under  the  law  of  May,  1810, 
be  added  a  condition  to  a  settlement  with  Great 
Britain,  which  he  did  not  require  under  the  law 
of  March,  1809 ;  and  why  this  difference? 

"Will  it  be  said,  that  when  the  arrangement 
was  made  with  Mr.  Erskine  the  President  had 
no  knowledge  of  the  blockading  orders  of  May, 
1806  ?  Not  so,  sir.  By  recurring  to  a  report 
made  by  Mr.  Mj&dison,  as  Secretary  of  Stato,  in 
December,  1808,  of  belligerent  decrees  and 
orders  affeding  neutral  commerce,  you  will  find 


this  very  blockade;  and  oertainly  what  he 
knew  as  Secretary  in  December,  he  must  have 
known  as  President  in  the  April  foQowmg. 
Shall  I  be  told  the  President  had  discovered 
that  the  blockade  had  been  ^  avowed  U>  be  com- 
prehended in,  and  identified  with,  the  orders  in 
council  ?"  I  fear  this  wiU  not  be  a  satis&ctaix 
answer.  For,  in  this  case,  if  the  ordos  in 
council  are  rescinded,  the  connection  between 
them  and  ^e  blockade  will  then  stand  as  it  was 
supposed  by  the  Executive  to  stand  when  the 
arrangement  was  entered  into. 

Persons,  Mr.  Chairman,  more  prone  to  jeal- 
ousy than  myself  and  who  are  disposed  to  find 
fault  with  the  late  Executive  projects,  may  per 
haps  point  to  that  passage  in  the  letter  from 
Secretarv  Smith  to  Mr.  Pinkney,  of  the  Sid  of 
May,  1810,  in  which  it  is  end,  that  the  Preri- 
dent  has  read,  with  surprise  and  regret,  the 
reply  of  Lord  Wellesley  to  the  note  reqmr 
ing  explanations  with  respect  to  the  blockade 
of  fYance,  which  ^*  evinces  an  inflexible  deter 
mination  to  persevere  in  the  eystem  of  block- 
ade,^' as  affording  a  reason  for  this  added  oon- 
dition :  they  may  say  that  it  was  thrust  in  when 
our  Administration  were  satisfied  that  itwoold 
not  be  acceded  to  by  the  British,  and  for  the  por 
pose  of  preventing  an  accommodation  with,  and 
keeping  up  the  irritation  against,  that  oatioD. 
But  while,  for  myself;  I  dusdaim  tins  infer- 
ence, I  must  confess  that  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
assign  a  sufficient  motive  for  the  difference  in 
the  two  cases. 

As  to  France,  sir,  what  were  the  edictsto  be 
revoked,  and  how  revoked?  I  shall  have  oc- 
casion, b^ore  I  sit  down,  to  noUce  the  Btflin 
and  ^filan  decrees.  But  were  there  not  other 
decrees? 

We  have  before  us  the  BambouiUet  decree, 
with  a  date  of  the  28d  of  Mar«h,  1810,  which 
declares  that  ''all  vessels  navigathoig  under  the 
flag  of  the  United  States,  or  poweased  in  whole 
or  in  part  by  a  dtizen  or  subject  of  that  power, 
which,  counting  from  the  20th  of  May,  IBOa, 
have  entered,  or  shall  enter  into  the  ports  of 
our  Empire,  of  our  colonies,  or  of  the  oovntrioB 
occupied  by  our  arms,  shall  be  seized,  and  the 
product  of  the  sales  shall  be  d^KMted  in  the 
surplus  Amd."  Thus  embracing  almost  the 
whole  of  continental  Europe ;  for,  with  die  ex- 
ception of  the  Russian  ports  on  the  Baltio,  and 
two  or  three  places  in  the  European  peninwla, 
every  port  frequented  by  the  Americana  ^^^i<i^ 
ed  either  to  the  Empire  of  France,  to  the  om- 
onies  of  that  Empire,  or  to  countries  ecoapied 
by  the  forces  of  the  Empire.  The  seinres 
under  this  decree  were  consequently  great  and 
distressing  to  our  merchants. 

This  decree  purports  to  be  an  act  of  reprisil 
on  this  country,  and  for  what  cause  t  Not  fo 
any  act  (tf  hostility  by  us ;  not  for  any  seimres 
or  confiscations  of  French  vessels  or  French 
property  under  the  authority,  or  within  the 
limits  of  this  Government  No,  sir,  a  pietenoe 
of  this  kind  appeared  too  absurd  to  be  insert- 
ed even  in  a  French  deoree.    It  la  troe  that 
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General  Armstrong,  in  his  letter  to  Secretary 
Smith,  of  the  10th  of  Septemher,  1810,  com- 
nnukicates  a  verbal  explanation  which  accom- 
panied the  last  letter  of  the  French  Minister : 
"  If  you  confiscate  French  property  under  the 
law  of  non-interconrse,  they  will  confiscate 
Tonr  property  under  their  decree  of  Bamhouil- 
let.^^  Ay,  sir,  and  they  have  given  a  practical 
explanation  that  they  would  confiscate  our  prop- 
erty under  the  decree,  although  we  did  not 
confiscate  their  property  under  the  uon-inter- 
oonrse  law.  Look  at  the  decree  itself,  and  you 
will  find  the  motive,  or  rather  the  pretext  for 
this  act  of  reprisal.  It  is  grounded  on  the  pass- 
ing of  the  act  of  the  1st  of  March,  1809,  and 
it  is  grounded  (m  that  alone. 

Thus,  because  we  deemed  it  advisable  to  pass 
a  law  which  we  supposed  was  a  mere  munici- 
pal regulation,  inasmuch  as  it  rdated  to  our 
own  citizens,  or  our  own  territories;  a  law, 
which,  according  to  its  letter,  applied  equally  to 
both  belligerents,  and  which  was  not  to  com- 
mence its  operation  until  the  20th  of  May,  con- 
tained in  itself  a  notice  sufficient  to  prevent  any 
injury  to  French  subjects;  for  this  cause,  and 
for  this  alone,  the  Emperor  adopts,  as  an  act  of 
reprisal,  a  decree  which  subjects  to  seizure  and 
confiscation,  not  only  American  property  which 
should  reach  the  continent  after  notice  of  the 
decree,  or  even  after  its  date,  but  property 
which  arrived  there  at  any  time  for  the  precea- 
ing  twelve  months.  I  will  not  stop  to  inquire 
what  would  and  what  ought  to  have  been  the 
feelings  of  the  Administration  and  of  the  coun- 
try, if  such  an  outrage  had  been  committed  by 
England  for  such  a  cause.  But,  sir,  if  the 
French  Government  is  aUowed  to  have  in  the 
act  of  March  an  excuse  for  reprisal,  we  had 
better  discontinue  maldng  laws  altogether ;  for 
it  is  difficult  to  find  in  our  statute  book  a  law 
less  hostile  to  France,  or  more  within  the  right 
of  an  independent  Government  to  enact 

To  see  the  true  character  of  this  decree,  we 
must  approach  it  a  little  nearer ;  and  with  the 
letters  of  the  Duke  of  Oadore  in  my  hand — 
those  letters,  sir,  wHich  have  occasioned  our 
prresent  embarrassments—I  am  strangely  deceiv- 
ed if  this  proceeding  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment does  not  appear  to  partake  of  the  nature 
of  an  ofienoe  which,  as  respects  individuals,  is 
called  swindling.  It  is  a  taking  of  property 
under  false  pretences. 

Allow  me  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  present  you 
with  another  view  of  this  decree.  The  Duke 
of  Cadore,  in  his  letter  of  the  6th  of  August, 
1810,  says:  "Now.  Congress  retrace  their 
steps ;  they  revoke  the  act  of  the  Ist  of  March ; 
the  ports  of  America  are  opened  to  French 
commerce,  and  France  is  no  longer  interdicted 
to  the  Americans.'^  And  in  his  letter  of  the 
Yth  of  September,  he  uses  these  expressions : 
**  His  Majesty  bas  always  wished  to  favor  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States.  It  was  not 
without  reluctance  that  he  used  reprisals 
towards  the  Americans,  while  he  saw  that  Con- 
gress had  ordered  the  confiscation  of  all  French 


vessels  which  might  arrive  in  the  United  States."  . 
"  As  soon  as  His  M^esty  was  informed  of  this 
hostile  act,  he  felt  that  the  honor  of  France, 
involved  in  this  point,  could  not  be  cleansed 
but  by  a  deckration  of  war."  Now  **  the  Amer- 
ican vessels  which  shall  arrive  in  France,  will 
not  be  subject  to  confiscation,  because  the  act  of 
Congress,  which  had  served  as  a  motive  to  our 
reprisals,  is  repealed."  From  this  exposition  of 
the  views  of  the  French  Government,  handed 
to  us  by  the  Minister  of  Exterior  Relations,  we 
perceive  that  he  pkces  the  Rambouillet  decree 
entirely  to  the  account  of  the  non-intercourse 
law  of  March ;  and  from  the  course  of  reason- 
ing used  by  him,  it  seems  to  be  admitted  that 
the  decree,  and  the  seizures  under  it,  could  not 
be  Justified,  but  while  the  obnoxious  law  was 
in  force. 

But  we  liere  again  meet  with  another  of  the 
mistake  of  this  most  Just  Government,  whi^^ 
is  so  Jealous  of  its  honor  and  so  friendly  to  our 
commerce.  The  fact  happens  to  be  that  the  law 
never  was  repealed.  By  its  own  limitation  it  ex* 
pired  with  the  then  session  of  Congress,  and,  of 
course,  went  out  of  existence  on  the  28th  of 
June,  1809.  Thus  this  poor  law,  which  is  now 
brought  up  in  Judgment  against  us,  had  quietly 
descended  to  the  tomb  of  the  Capulets  almost  a 
year  before  the  Emperor  and  Kms  thought  it 
consistent  with  his  interest,  or  for  the  honor  of 
his  empire,  to  commence  his  measures  of  retali- 
ation. The  limitation  clause  could  not  have  es- 
caped the  attention  of  His  Majesty  when  he 
read  the  law ;  and,  I  trust,  we  yet  have  pride 
enough  to  believe  that  he  knows  there  is  an 
American  Congress,  and  notices  the  periods  of 
our  meethig  and  departure,  if  he  is  careless  about 
our  proceedings.  When,  therefore,  Napoleon 
issnea  the  plundering  decree  of  Rambouillet,  he 
knew  that  the  law  on  which  he  placed  his  justi- 
fication had  long  since  expired.  But  he  knew 
a  further  fact,  that  the  law  never  did  affect 
French  vessels.  The  British  navy  kept  them  at 
home,  and  we  excluded  English  vessels  only. 
Such  was  the  practical  and  the  only  practical 
operation  of  our  law. 

I  am  aware  that  the  apologists  of  the  Em- 
peror will  point  to  the  act  of  the  1st  of  June, 
1809,  as  reviving  or  continuing  certain  sections 
of  the  law  of  March.  Let  me  not  be  misunder- 
stood, Mr.  Chairman.  I  do  not  mean  to  insinu- 
ate that  the  Emperor  has  apologists  in  this 
House,  in  this  ark  of  independence  and  liberty 
of  a  great  people ;  but,  in  whatever  place  this  . 
suggestion  shall  be  offered,  it  may  be  answered 
that  the  French  Government  have  not  noticed 
the  last  law  in  their  decree,  or  in  any  of  their 
official  papers.  And  it  may  be  further  remarked 
that  the  law  of  June,  Hke  that  of  March,  was 
limited  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Con* 
gress,  and,  of  course,  ceased  its  operation  on  the 
Ist  of  May,  1810.  As  the  decree  issued  on  the 
14th  of  May,  and  the  seizures  under  it  were 
after  that  time,  it  would  seem,  to  a  man  of 
common  understanding,  who  believes  the  trans* 
actions  between  nations  are^  or  ought  to  be, 
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.  regulated  by  the  rales  of  honest,  plain  dealing, 
*  that  the  Emperor,  when  he  had  knowledge  of 
the  fact,  wonld  have  loosened  his  hold  on  our 
property.  And  yet  we  find  that,  when  we  ap- 
proach him  on  this  subject,  he  laughs  us  to 
scorn. 

The  object  which  I  had  in  view,  in  this  exam- 
ination of  the  Bambouillet  decree,  was,  to  mark 
its  true  character,  to  show  that  this  decree  em- 
phatically outraged  our  neutral  rights,  and  that, 
if  it  was  submitted  to  by  this  country,  our  code 
of  national  rights  will  be  found  hereafter  in  the 
same  books  with  those  of  the  kingdoms  which 
belong  to  the  Confederation  of  the  Bhine.  Our 
merchants  are  induced  to  adventure  to  France 
by  a  prospect  of  large  profits,  and  by  promises 
of  great  security  if  their  vessels  have  not  been 
*^  denationalized.''  They  take  there  many  a 
valuable  cargo,  until  the  amount  of  property 
becomes  an  object  of  imperial  attention,  and 
then  it  is  seized  upon  by  an  irresistible  and  un- 
relenting hand,  without  notice,  and  upon  pre- 
texts void  of  any  foundation.  Can  a  decree,  or 
order,  or  edict,  he  pointed  out  in  the  long  history 
of  our  wrongs  and  our  sufferings,  which  is  more 
strongly  marked  with  ii\justioe,  or  which  more 
strongly  "  violates  our  neutral  commerce?'' 

I  will  not  detain  the  committee  by  entering 
into  a  particular  examination  of  the  French 
decrees,  which,  in  the  commencement  of  the 
last  year,  authorized  the  seizure  of  such  a  num- 
ber of  American  vessels  at  8t.  Sebastians,  at 
Naples,  and  in  the  North  of  Europe.  It  would 
lead  me  too  far  into  the  views  and  conduct  of 
the  French  Government  towards  this  country, 
for  the  purposes  of  this  discussion.  But^  sir,  m 
this  volume  of  documents,  I  see,  with  emotions 
which  I  am  sure  are  in  unison  with  Hiose  of  the 
American  people,  the  famous  note,  signed 
"  Ohampagny,  buke  de  Oadore,"  of  the  4th  of 
February  last,  written  to  justify  those  seizures, 
and,  as  he  says,  ^^  that  the  President  may  the 
better  know  the  friendly  intentions  of  France 
towards  the  United  States,  and  her  favorable 
dispositions  to  American  commerce ;"  in  which 
we  are  told  that  we  are  ^*  without  just  political 
views,  without  honor,  and  without  energy." 
And  are  we  so  sunk  in  the  estimation  of  the 
mighty  conqueror,  that  he  thinks  it  necessary 
and  proper  to  use  this  as  his  ofScial  language 
towards  us?  Surely,  sir,  he  mistakes  the  char- 
acter and  the  spirit  of  this  people  if  he  believes 
they  are  to  be  broken  down,  or  brought  into 
his  views,  by  insults  or  threats.  As  our  Govern- 
ment had,  a  few  months  before,  discharged  and 
disgraced  a  British  Minister  for  a  supposed  insult 
by  an  insinuation,  it  was  to  have  been  expected 
tiiat)  on  this  occasion,  equal  spirit  would  be 
shown.  But  to  such  as  formed  corresponding 
expectations,  what  will  be  their  feelings  when 
they  find  that  the  only  Executive  notice  of  the 
note  IB  found  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Smith  to 
General  Armstrong,  of  the  6th  of  June  last,  in 
which  the  Secretary  says^  that,  "  as  the  John 
Adams  is  daily  expected,  and  as  your  farther 
communications  by  her  will  better  enable  me  to 


adapt  to  the  actual  state  of  our  affurs  with  the 
French  Government^  the  observations  proper  to 
be  made  in  relation  to  the  seizure  of  oor  prop- 
erty,  and  to  the  letter  of  the  Duke  of  Caiiore, 
of  the  14th  of  February ;  it  is,  by  the  Prcsident, 
deemed  expedient  not  to  make,  at  this  tiiae,  any 
such  animadversions." 

Let  us  now  see,  Mr.  Chairnum,  whether  these 
decrees  have  been  '*so  revoked  or  modified  as 
that  they  ceased  to  violate  the  neutral  com- 
merce of  the  United  States." 

These  decrees  have  two  distinct  operatioDi, 
the  seizure  of  our  propertv,  and  the  subsequent 
sale  of  that  property;  and,  without  attempting 
to  prove  a  proposition  which  appears  self- 
evident,  I  shall  take  it  for  granted  that,  if  it 
was  an  inMngement  of  our  rights  to  seize  the 
property,  it  is  equally  an  infrmgement  of  oor 
rights  to  proceed  to  the  confiscation  and  sale  of 
such  property.  Nay,  sir,  if  we  allow  to  the 
French  Cfovemment  l^e  plea  of  retaliation,  the 
infringement  of  our  rights  will  commence  with 
the  coafiscation  and  siue  of  our  vessels  after  the 
cause  of  retaliation  has  been  removed  hj  vs^ 
and  known  so  to  be  by  the  Emperor.  A  revo- 
cation or  modification  of  these  decrees,  so  that 
they  should  cease  to  violate  our  fair  commerce, 
therefore,  would  look  as  well  to  an  indemnity 
for  the  past  as  a  security  for  the  future;  it  ne- 
cessarily includes  a  restoration  of  the  pr(^)ertj 
already  taken,  as  well  as  an  engagement  against 
future  captures.  This  appears  to  have  been,  at 
one  time,  the  opinion  of  our  Administration ;  for 
you  will  find,  by  recurring  to  the  letter  from 
Secretary  Smith  to  General  Armstrong,  of  the 
5th  of  June,  1810,  which  enclosed  a  copy  of  the 
law  of  May,  the  determination  of  our  ExeeotiTe 
is  thus  made  known :  '^  If,  however,  the  arrange- 
ment contemplated  by  the  law  should  be  accept- 
able to  the  French  Government,  you  will  llnde^ 
stand  it  to  be  the  purpose  of  the  President  not 
to  proceed  in  givmg  it  effect,  in  case  the  late 
seizure  of  the  property  of  the  citizeDS  of  the 
United  States  has  been  followed  by  an  abeolnte 
confiscation,  and  restoration  be  finally  refnsei'* 
And  m  the  letter  from  Mr.  Smith  to  General 
Armstrong,  of  the  6th  of  July,  this  determina- 
tion is  expressed  with  added  strength:  "As  has 
been  heretofore  stated  to  yon,  a  satis&ctcrj 
provision  for  restormg  the  property  lately  »nr- 
prised  and  seized  by  the  order,  or  at  the  in- 
stance of  the  French  Government,  most  be 
combined  with  a  repeal  of  the  French  edicts, 
with  a  view  to  a  non-interoourse  with  Great 
Britain ;  such  a  provision  being  an  indi^Mnsable 
evidence  of  the  just  purpose  of  France  towards 
the  United  States." 

Without  asking  for  the  evidence  which  the 
President  had  as  to  the  repeal  or  modification 
of  these  decrees,  I  now  put  it  to  the  committee 
whether  every  member  of  it  is  not  perfectiy 
convinced  that  if  any  modification,  or  sospen- 
sion,  or  repeal,  has  taken  place,  it  goes  no  fiurtlier 
than  to  restrain  future  seizures,  leaving  the  prop- 
erty already  seized  to  take  the  course  of  con- 
fiscation and  sale?    Do  we  not  know,  that,  in 
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the  monthfi  of  October  and  November,  6iir  vessels 
and  merobandise  have  been  brought  under  the 
hammer  in  pnTBoance  of  those  decrees;  and 
have  we  not  lately  seen,  in  onr  public  joamals, 
a  list  of  some  eigbteen  or  twenty  ships  adver- 
tised by  the  French  Government  for  sale  at 
Bayonne,  on  the  5th  of  December?  Nay,  sir, 
the  Executive  was  informed,  before  he  issued 
his  proclamation,  by  the  letter  from  the  Duke 
of  Cadore  to  General  Armstrong,  of  the  12th  of 
September,  1810,  that,  "as  to  the  merchandise 
confiscated,  it  having  been  confiscated  as  a  meas- 
ure of  reprisal,  the  principles  of  reprisal  must 
be  the  law  in  that  affidr."  Words  cannot  be 
found  which  would  more  satisfactorily  "  evince 
an  inflexible  determination  '*'*  to  retain  the  prop- 
erty. As  the  principles  of  reprisal  are  to  be 
the  law,  it  follows  that  a  restoration  of  the  prop- 
erty depends  on  the  discretion  of  the  Emperor, 
and  is  not  to  be  claimed  by  us  as  a  matter  of 
right,  but  of  favor.  And  what  have  we  to  pro- 
pose, according  to  the  principles  of  reprisal,  to 
obtain  the  restoration?  Is  it,  tiiat  we  have 
suffered  tlie  non-intercourse  law  to  expire? 
Why,  sir,  this  had  taken  place  long  before  the 
letter  of  the  Duke  of  Oadore.  Is  it  a  restoration 
of  French  property  seized  under  the  law  of  non- 
interconrse  ?  This  cannot  take  place ;  because, 
in  truth,  there  was  no  such  seizure. 

We  will  now  examine  whether  there  has  been 
sach  a  revocation  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  de- 
crees as  warranted  the  proclamation.  And 
here  let  me  remark  that,  when  the  President 
acted  under  this  law,  he  was  not  exercising  the 
treaty-making  power.  He  was  the  mere  agent 
of  the  Legislature,  and  as  such  agent,  he  was 
confined  and  limited  by  his  letter  of  attorney, 
the'  law.  He  had  not,  therefore,  as  has  been 
asserted,  a  discretion,  nor  had  he  any  thing  to 
do  with  considerations  of  comity  or  courtesy. 
He  was  to  ascertain  when  there  was  an  actual 
and  practical  revocation,  and  then  make  known 
the  &ct;  the  consequences  were  left  with  the 
le^pslature.  Indeed,  sir,  this  power  to  give  pub- 
lioity  to  a  fact  might  have  been  committed  to 
one  of  the  Secretaries,  or  to  a  clerk  in  the  offices, 
and  if  it  had,  we  should  have  smiled  at  the  sug- 
gestion that  its  exerdse  depended  on  considera- 
tions  of  courtesy. 

Mr.  Chairman,  when  the  proclamation  first 
appeared,  my  impression  was,  and  such,  too,  I 
understood  to  be  the  general  impression,  that 
the  President  had  some  document  unknown  to 
the  American  people.  The  letter  of  the  Duke 
of  Oadore^  of  the  6th  of  August,  was  already 
before  the  public,  but  it  was  not  credited  that 
on  this  letter  the  proclamation  had  been  issued. 
Since  we  have  received  the  Message  the  subject 
16  at  rest  It  is  now  known  and  acknowledged 
that  the  President  had  not,  and  to  this  moment 
has  not,  any  other  evidence  of  a  revocation. 
Now,  sir,  in  this  letter,  I  see  neither  the  form 
ncr  tlie  substance  of  a  revocation. 

What  is  the  understanding  of  the  French 
courts  and  officers,  on  this  subject.  I  have  al- 
ready presented  yon  with  that  part  of  the  letter 


of  tiie  Duke  of  Oadore,  of  the  5th  of  August,  in 
which  he  says,  that  since  Congress  have  re- 
traced their  steps,  by  revoking  the  act  of  the 
first  of  March,  **  fVance  is  no  longer  interdicted 
to  the  Americans."  Now,  if  this  letter  is  in  the 
form  of  a  decree,  it  revokes  or  modifies  the 
Eambouillet  decree  equally  with  those  of  Berlin 
and  Milan,  inasmuch,  as  long  as  the  former 
continued  in  force,  France  was  interdicted  to 
the  Americans.  And  yet  we  find,  in  a  letter  of 
the  Duke  of  Oadore,  of  the  7th  day  of  Septem- 
ber, our  Minister  inquiring,  *^  Has  the  decree  of 
His  Majesty  of  the  22d  day  of  March  last  been 
recalled?"  And  General  Armstrong,  in  his 
letter  to  Mr.  Smith  of  the  10th  of  September, 
remarks,  that  this  inquiry  *^may  appear  to  have 
been  useless,  after  the  declaration,  that  American 
ships  which  will  hereafter  arrive  in  the  ports  of 
France  shall  not  be  subject  to  confiscation ;  but 
understanding  from  the  Council  of  Prizes,  that 
until  some  act  be  taken  which  had  the  effect  of 
recalling,  by  name,  the  decree  of  the  28d  of 
March,  the^  must  consider  it  both  as  existing 
and  operative,  and  of  course  binding  upon 
them,"  and  he  had  presented  the  subject  again. 

Here,  then,  we  have  the  opinion  of  the  French 
court,  most  known  and  most  important  to  us, 
the  Court  of  Prizes,  that  the  letter  of  the  Duke 
of  Cadore  is  not  in  the  form  of  a  decree,  and 
has  not  the  force  and  effect  of  a  decree.  In 
addition  to  this,  we  have  the  act  of  seizure  of 
the  brig  New  Orleans  Packet,  by  the  director 
of  the  customs  at  Bordeaux,  in  December  last, 
under  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees.  As  the 
letter  of  the  Duke  of  Cadore  had  been  published 
in  France  prior  to  this  period,  no  one  will  be- 
lieve that  if  it  was  in  form  of  an  edict  of  the 
Empire,  the  seizure  would  have  been  made. 

But  if  the  contents  of  this  letter  had  been 
embodied  in  a  formal  act^  would  it  have 
amounted  to  such  a  revocatioif  or  modification 
of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  as  that  they 
ceased  to  violate  our  neutral  commerce? 

I  remark  first,  that  the  revocation,  if  it  be 
one,  was  a  future  and  not  a  present  revocation. 
*^The  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  revoked, 
and,  after  the  first  of  November,  they  will  cease 
to  have  effect"  Now,  sir,  although  there  is  an 
affected  obscurity  in  this  sentence,  the  intent  is 
most  obvious.  As  long  as  a  law  continues  in 
operation,  so  long  it  must  be  unrepealed,  and  as 
these  decrees  were  to  have  effect  nntU  the  Ist 
of  November,  it  foUows.  that  on  no  construc- 
tion can  they  be  considered  as  revoked  until 
that  period.  Indeed,  on  this  point  the  Duke  of 
Cadore  is  quite  explicit  in  his  letter  to  General 
Armstrong  of  the  7th  of  September,  in  which 
he  tells  him,  that  American  vessels  arriving  in 
France  before  the  first  of  November,  although 
not  liable  to  confiscation,  "will  be  subjected  to 
all  the  effects  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees." 

But  again:  the  revocation,  if  any,  was  not 
only  future,  but  it  was  also  conditional;  "it 
being  understood,  that  in  consequence  of  this 
declaration,  the  English  shall  revoke  their  Or- 
ders in  Council  and  renounce  the  new  principles 
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of  bk>ckade  which  ihey  hare  wished  to  estab* 
lisfa,  or  ^&t  the  United  States,  conformably  to 
tiie  act  yon  have  just  commnnicated,  shall  oanse 
their  rights  to  be  respected  by  the  English.^' 
A  condition — a  qnalifioation — a  restriction.  Is 
it  not  obvions,  from  the  very  terms  of  the  let- 
ter,  that  it  contains  a  ocmdition  that  the  re- 
peal is  a  qualified  one?  The  words  "it  being 
understood,''  are  not  only  expressive  of  this, 
but  they  are  singularly  appropriate.  I^  how- 
ever, we  were  inclined  to  doubt,  we  must  be 
satisfied  by  the  letter  of  the  Duke  of  Oadore  to 
General  Arm^rong,  of  September  7th,  in  which 
it  is  said,  that  the  Emperor  *^  repeals  his  de- 
crees of  Berlin  and  Milan,  under  tlie  conditions 
pointed  out  in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  6th  of 
August'' 

Our  Ministers,  General  Annstrong  and  Mr. 
Pinkney,  appear  to  have  puzzled  themselves 
much  about  this  condition,  to  discover  whether 
it  was  a  condition  precedent,  or  a  condition  sub- 
sequent To  me,  sir,  the  idea  of  a  condition 
subsequent  to  a  repeal,  is  rather  novel ;  but  it 
may  nevertheless  be  just  In  conunon  under- 
standing, it  is  believed,  that  when  a  law  is  re* 
pealed  it  is  extinct,  and  if  it  be  so,  then  its 
appendage,  the  condition,  would  seem  to  be  at 
an  end  of  course.  But  in  the  view  which  I  am 
about  to  take  of  this  subject,  it  is  not  necessary 
to  settle  this  point,  as  it  must  be  conceded,  that 
whether  we  call  the  condition  a  condition  preoe* 
dent,  or  a  condition  subsequent,  the  same  con- 
sequence will  follow:  if  the  condition  is  not 
complied  with,  the  decrees  must  be  in  force 
still.  Now,  sir,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  con- 
ditions, attached  to  tnis  pretended  or  proposed 
repeal,  are  of  a  nature  which  have  not,  and 
will  not  be  complied  with. 

first,  sir,  as  to  the  conditions  on  the  part  of 
England :  ^*  The  English  shall  revoke  their  Or- 
ders in  Council,  and  renounce  the  new  princi- 
ples of  blockade  which  they  have  wished  to  es- 
tablish." With  respect  to  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, I  have  nothing  to  say  either  as  to  their  Jus- 
tice or  their  policy.  Heaven  knows  they  have 
been  to  us,  from  the  moment  of  their  inception, 
sore  evils ;  the  causes  of  great  vexation,  embar- 
rassment, and  losses ;  and  I  hope  the  period  is 
not  far  distant  when  we  shall  be  no  longer  dis- 
turbed by  them.  But,  sir,  I  wish  to  C£dl  vour 
particular  attention  to  the  other  branch  of  the 
condition,  that  relating  to  blockades.^  We  have 
been  so  long  in  the  practice,  and  justly  in  the 
practice,  of  complaining  of  paper  blockades, 
that  at  the  first  blush  we  are  induced  to  believe 
the  condition  relates  to  them,  and  to  them 
alone.  Are  these  the  blockades  which  are  in- 
tended? Let  the  Emperor  and  King  answer 
for  himselH  In  the  official  note  from  Count 
Champagny  to  (General  Armstrong,  of  the  22d 
of  August,  1809,  we  have  this  declaration :  ^^  A 
place  is  not  truly  blockaded  until  it  is  invested 
by  land  and  by  sea ;  it  is  blockaded  to  prevent 
it  from  receiving  the  succors  which  might  re- 
tard its  surrender.  It  is  only  then  that  the 
light  of  preventing  neutral  vessels  £rom  enter- 


ing it  exists."  But  we  have  it  under  the  hand 
and  seal  of  the  Emperor  himself^  what  he  meiDi 
by  the  **new  principles  of  blockade."  In  the 
Berlin  decree  liiere  is  an  enumeration  of  real  or 
pretended  interpolations^  en  the  part  of  Great 
Britain,  in  the  law  of  nations ;  among  which  we 
discover  these :  *'  that  England  does  not  admit 
tiie  right  of  nations  as  universally  acknowledg- 
ed by  all  civilized  people ;  that  she  extends  to 
ports  not  fortified,  to  harbors  and  mouths  of 
rivers,  the  right  of  blockade,  which,  aooordbg 
to  reason  and  the  usage  of  civilized  nations,  it 
applicable  only  to  strong  or  fortified  porta" 
And  it  is  declared  that  *^the  decree  shall  be 
considered  as  the  fundamental  law  of  the  Em- 
pire, until  England  has  acknowledged  that  the 
rights  of  war  are  the  same  on  land  as  at  sea 
— ^and  until  the  right  of  blockade  be  restnun- 
ed  to  fortified  places  actually  invested  by  com^ 
petent  forces." 

There  can  be  no  misunderstanding  on  this 
subject.  The  Emperor  offers  to  give  up  his 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  if  the  Britisb  wiH 
renounce  their  new  system  of  blockade ;  and  in 
these  very  decrees  he  explains  what  he  meam 
by  this  new  system ;  that^  besides  paper  block- 
ades, it  is  the  attempt  to  blockade  the  mouths 
of  rivers  and  harbors,  and  ports  not  fortified 
Now,  sir,  I  will  admit,  if  we  could  prevail  on 
Great  Britain  and  France  thus  to  limit  the  ri|^t 
of  blockade,  it  would  add  much  to  our  security 
at  home ;  for  as  we  have  no  fortified  plaoes^ 
although  we  may  have  plaoes  with  fortifica- 
tions, it  would  follow  that  we  should  never  he 
subject  to  a  blockade.  But  is  it  true  that  ac- 
cording to  the  usages  of  nations  this  is  a  norel 
system,  or  one  now,  for  the  first  time,  pot  in 
use  by  the  British  ?  Or  is  it  believed,  that  a 
nation  like  England,  whose  effective  force  for 
offence  and  defence  is  a  maritime  force,  can  or 
ought  to  subscribe  to  a  system  of  blo^ade 
which  confines  its  exorcise  and  right  to  '^forti- 
fied places  actually  invested  9"  What  would  he 
tiie  effect  of  such  a  system  in  the  present  wart 
France  has  surely  not  to  apprehend  an  invasion 
from  England;  and  if  any  of  the  commercial 
places  on  her  extensive  ooaats  are  fortified,  the 
fortifications  may  be  dismantied  or  destroyed 
with  great  safety.  As  soon  as  this  is  done  they 
become  "  harbors  and  ports  not  fortified,"  and 
have  no.  longer  to  apprehend  any  inconvenience 
from  the  pressure  of  a  naval  force.  Is  it  not 
obvious  that  England  will  not  comply  with  her 
part  of  the  condition,  and  that  the  Emperor 
never  expected  that  she  would  ? 

As  to  the  conditions  on  the  part  of  this  oonn- 
try—''  The  United  States,  c<»iforaiably  to  the 
act  you  have  just  communicated,  shall  cause 
their  rights  to  be  n^peoted."  What  righta,  Kr. 
Chairman?  The  right  of  not  bei^  vexed  or 
endangered  by  paper  blockades?  Yes^  sir,  and 
more ;  the  right  of  not  being  interrupted  in  a 
commercial  intercourse  with  cities  dtoated  on 
rivers,  as  Antwerp  for  instance ;  or  to  cany  on 
a  free  trade  with  all  the  contiuental  ports  and 
harbors  not  fortified,  although  the  whole  Britr 
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iah  navy  may  be  crnidng  at  the  month  of  the 
rirer,  or  in  sight  of  the  port.  But  we  have  a 
fbrther  dedaration  of  neutral  rights  which  tiie 
French  Emperor  says  he  will  allow  when  France 
hA  a  marine  proportioned  to  the  extent  of  her 
coasts  and  her  population,  and  which,  so  long 
as  the  British  shall  oontinne  to  be  masters  of 
the  sea,  he  insists  we  shall  claim  and  exercise. 
Thus,  in  the  note  from  Oonnt  Ohampagny  to 
General  Armstrong,  of  the  22d  of  August,  1809, 
**  France  admits  the  prinoiple  that  the  flag  cov- 
ers the  merebandise.  A  merchant  vessel  sdl- 
ing  with  all  the  necessary  papers  from  its  Gov- 
ernment, is  a  floating  colony.  To  do  violence 
to  such  a  vessel  by  viritB,  by  seareheSy  and  by 
other  acts  of  an  arbitraiy  authority,  is  to  vio- 
late fhe  territory  of  a  colony.  This  is  to  in- 
fringe on  the  independence  of  its  Governments^ 
In  other  words,  the  flag  is  to  protect  the  prop- 
erty, and  search  is  not  to  be  permitted.  I  pray 
yon,  sir,  to  bear  in  mind,  that  since  the  forma- 
tion of  this  Government,  and  under  every  Ad- 
ministratioD,  the  right  of  blo<^ading,  by  an  ac- 
tual present  and  efSdent  force^  ports  and  plaoes 
not  fortified ;  the  right  of  search,  and  the  prin- 
ciple, that  enemy  property  is  not  protected  by 
the  character  of  the  vessel,  has  been  recognizea 
or  conceded. 

But  how  are  we  to  cause  these  rights  to  be 
respected?  By  putting  in  force  the  non-impor- 
tation law!  Suppose  the  British  should  not 
bdieve  themselves  excessively  injured  by  this 
measure ;  that,  in  &ct,  it  operated  to  their  ad- 
vantage, and  we  are  suffered  to  bring  on  prema- 
ture decay  and  old  sge^  by  this  political  quack- 
ery. Wouldthis  satisfy  the  Emperor?  Ko,  sir. 
Be  would  soon  tell  us  that  we  had  not  caused 
our  rights  to  be  respected.  It  is  idle  to  believe 
tha^  he  wiU  deem  the  non-importation  a  com- 
pliance with  his  condition ;  nor,  to  me,  does  his 
language  convey  this  idea.  We  are  to  oppose, 
or  declare  ourselves  against  the  British,  and  in 
the  q>irit  of  our  law  and  of  his  declaration,  we 
are  to  cause  our  rights  to  be  respected,  not  by 
self-destroying  measures,  but  by  actual  force  and 
open  hostility,  if  the  English  nation  will  not, 
without  it,  subscribe  to  the  terms  which  have 
been  presented  to  it.  Recollect  the  history  of 
our  embargo  and  former  non-intercourse,  the 
propositions  made  under  them  by  our  Gk>v6m- 
mentto  the  French  Government,  and  how  these 
propositions  were  received,  and  you  will  be  sat- 
isfied of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  present 
condition. 

And  now,  let  me  ask,  whether  we  are  pre- 
pared for  these  conditions  ?  Whether  we  be- 
lieve in  an  the  rights  which  the  French  Em- 
peror condescends  to  claim  for  us  from  the 
British,  although  he  will  not  admit  them  him* 
self?  And  whether  we  are  prepared  to  go  to 
war  for  them  ?  To  me  the  conditions^  boUi  on 
the  part  of  this  country  and  Great  Britain,  ap- 
pear inadmissible.  At  all  events,  I  think  that 
the  President^  before  he  acted  on  a  proposition 
so  loose  and  general,  which  admits  of  so  much 
doubt,  and  can,  by  fur  construction,  be  carried 


to  such  extravagant  lengths,  ought  to  have  ask- 
ed and  received  explanations  and  particulars. 

But  it  may  be  said  that  the  letter  of  the 
Duke  of  Cadore,  if  not  itself  a  decree,  is  evi- 
dence that  there  is  a  rescinding  decree.  To  my 
mind,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  has  internal  marks  to 
the  contrary ;  but,  without  troubling  the  com- 
mittee with  any  fru*ther  comments  on  the  letter, 
I  observe,  that  viewing  it  as  a  mere  matter  of 
evidence,  it  may  bo  fortified  or  explained  by 
other  evidence.  I  have  already  read  to  you 
parts  of  the  letters  from  Secretary  Smith  to 
General  Armstrong,  of  the  5tli  of  June  and  the 
5th  of  July,  which  declare  the  determination  of 
the  President  not  to  carry  the  non-intercourse 
law  into  effect  against  En^and,  unless  France 
not  only  revoked  her  decrees,  but  restored  our 
sequestered  property.  We  are  to  presume  that 
our  Minister  made  known  this  determination 
to  the  French  Court,  as  it  was  his  duty  so  to  do. 
Now,  with  this  declaration  before  him,  is  it  to 
be  credited  that  the  Emperor  would  revoke  his 
decrees^  when  he  was  given  to  understand  that 
the  revocation  would  lead  to  no  result  on  our 
part,  inasmuch  as  he  did  not  release  oar  prop- 
erty ?  Is  it  not  obvious,  from  this  circumstance 
alone,  that  the  letter  is  a  mere  proposition  in 
answer  to  the  one  made  by  our  Government, 
expressive  of  the  views,  and  stating  the  terms 
on  which  the  Emperor  would  revoke? 

Again,  sir,  we  have  the  letter  of  Mr.  Russell 
to  Secretary  Smith,  of  the  11th  of  December, 
1810,  informing  our  Government  that  the  brig 
New  Orleans  Packet  had  been  seized  at  Bor- 
deaux a  few  days  before,  under  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees,  by  the  director  of  the  customs. 
And  we  have  had  communicated  to  us,  by  the 
President,  the  note  from  Mr.  Russell  to  the 
Duke  of  Cadore,  of  the  10th  of  December, 
stating  this  seizure  to  have  been  made  under 
the  decrees,  and  giving  an  additional  fact,  that 
the  case  of  this  vessel  was  the  first  which  had 
occurred  after  the  first  of  November,  to  which 
the  decrees  could  be  applied.  As  this  seizure 
was  made  under  the  decrees,  it  shows  the  im- 
pression in  France  to  be,  that  they  still  are  ex- 
isting and  in  force;  and  the  evidence  is  the 
stronger,  as  coming  from  the  custom-house  of 
onecf  the  principal  trading  towns,  where  surely 
the  revocation  must  have  been  officially  known, 
if  it  had  taken  place.  I  am  aware  it  is  said 
that  Mr.  Russell  must  have  been  midnformed 
as  to  the  cause  of  the  seizure,  or  that  the  cus- 
tom-house officer  mistook  his  duty.  But  as  to 
both  of  these  suggestions,  I  will  only  remind 
you  of  the  silence  of  the  IVench  Government 
The  remonstrance  of  Mr.  Russell  was  handed  to 
the  French  Minister  on  the  10th  of  December, 
and  the  vessel  which  bore  the  despatches, 
brought  Paris  accounts  to  the  87th  of  Decem- 
ber, and  did  not  leave  France  until  the  1st  of 
January.  If  Mr.  Russell  had  any  explanation 
or  answer  from  the  French  Government  it 
would  have  been  conmiunicated  to  us:  but  he 
had  none.  The  silence  of  the  French  Minister 
is  equal  to  an  express  affirmance  of  the  act  oi 
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the  custom-house  officer,  and  is  an  admission 
that  the  decrees  have  not  been  revoked. 

Satuedat,  Fbb.  9. 
Commereial  Intercourse, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Epfbs  all  the  orders  of  the 
day  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  House  re- 
solyed  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  concerning 
commercial  intercourse,  &c. 

Mr.  Emott^s  motion  being  under  considera- 
tion, to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  repeal  the  law 
of  May  last,  &c,  Mr.  Bhba  made  a  motion  su- 
perseding that,  viz :  to  strike  out  the  whole  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Eppbs  said,  that  when,  on  a  former  day, 
this  bill,  designed  only  for  the  relief  of  our  own 
citizens,  was  under  discussion,  subjects  not  at 
aU  connected  with  its  merits  were  brought  into 
view.  A  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr. 
Emott)  presented  to  the  House  on  that  occa- 
non  his  view  of  our  foreign  relations,  and  exer- 
cised all  his  ingenuity  to  show,  as  it  is  but  too 
often  the  practice  here,  that  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  is  exclusively  wrong,  and 
the  Government  of  Great  Britain  exclusively 
right  It  seems  that  in  this  enlightened  age 
new  duties  are  assigned  to  a  Representative. 
Under  the  pressure  of  every  injury  which  for- 
eign influence  can  inflict,  a  Representative  is 
considered  as  discharging  his  duty,  if,  with  a 
fine-spun  web,  he  can^  present^  under  a  suspi- 
cious aspect,  either  the  motives  or  the  acts  of 
the  Executive  branch  of  his  Government  No 
nation,  ancient  or  modem,  unless  in  the  last 
stage  of  corruption,  can  be  produced  where,  as 
in  the  United  States,  period  of  difficulty  have 
been  f^ized  by  the  Representatives,  and  the 
weight  of  their  talents  exclusively  employed 
for  increasing  the  public  embarrassments.  The 
speech  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  how- 
ever well  he  may  have  covered  it  under  mild- 
ness of  manner  and  a  fine-spun  argument,  is 
designed  to  convey  to  the  people  an  idea,  that 
the  Executive  has  manifested  partiality  towards 
France  in  the  late  arrangement  The  gentle- 
man tells  us,  that  while  the  Minister  of  one 
foreign  nation  was  denounced  here  for  an  im- 
plied insult,  the  letter  of  the  Duo  de  Oadore  to 
Mr.  Armstrong  is  passed  over  almost  in  silence ; 
th&t  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  a  letter  to  Gene- 
ral Armstrong,  tells  him  that  the  President 
thinks  it  unnecessary  to  make  any  remarks  on 
it  The  gentleman  ought  to  have  gone  further, 
and  stated  the  whole  fact:  that  the  letter  oi 
General  Armstrong  in  answer  to  the  Due  de 
Oadore  was  approved  by  the  President;  ^at^ 
by  the  approval,  he  adopts  as  his  own  the  lan- 
guttze  and  sentiments  of  that  letter.  The  letter 
of  General  Armstrong,  by  the  approval  of  tiie 
President)  has  become  the  act  of  his  Govern- 
ment For  the  sendments  contained  in  that 
letter  the  American  Government  is  responsible, 
and  not  General  Armstrong.  The  firm,  manly, 
and  eloquent  reply  of  General  Armstrong  to 
the  Due  de  Oadore  stands  precisely  on  the  same 


footing  as  if  it  had  been  iHriginally  written  un- 
der the  directions  of  the  Government  Generai 
Armstrong  did  not  wait  for  inBtractions.  He 
repdled,  in  a  style  comporting  with  the  dignity 
of  his  station,  the  charses  of  the  Due  de  Oadore. 
The  President,  through  the  Secretary  of  8tate» 
approves  his  letter,  adopts  it  as  his  own,  and 
says  he  has  nothing  to  add.  Well,  indeed,  or, 
might  he  say  so,  because  the  Minister  bad  al- 
ready said,  in  a  style  as  pleaang  to  lus  eoontiy 
as  to  his  Government,  au  that  the  occasion  de- 
manded. But,  sir,  the  gentleman  frovn  Kew 
York  cannot  agi>ee  with  his  colleague  in  con- 
sidering the  President  of  the  United  States  cor- 
rect in  issuing  his  proclamation.  Why,  sir, 
does  the  gentleman  disapprove  of  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamation?  Because,  says  tiie  gen- 
tleman, the  letter  of  the  Due  de  Oadore,  of 
August,  was  not  a  repeal  of  the  Beriin  and 
Milan  decrees.  It  is  a  mere  promise  that  on  a 
certain  day  they  shall  be  withdrawn.  When, 
rir,  the  President  received  the  declaration  of 
Mr.  Erskine,  the  British  Minister,  that^  oo  a 
particular  day,  the  Orders  in  Oouncil  would  bo 
withdrawn,  and  issued  a  proclamation  founded 
solely  on  that  declaration,  his  conduct  was 
warmly  approved  by  men  of  all  parties.  The 
gentleman  from  New  York  Joined  in  the  bunt  d 
applause  heaped  on  that  Executive  act  Was 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Erskine  a  repeal  of  the  British 
orders  ?  Unfortunately,  we  know  practically  it 
was  not.  Was  it  such  a  repeal  as  the  gentleman 
contends  ought  to  have  taken  place  of  the  Ber- 
lin and  Milan  decrees,  viz :  under  the  sign  manoal 
of  the  Emperor?  No,  sir,  it  was  just  such  a 
letter  as  that  of  the  Due  de  Oadore.  In  both 
cases  the  word  of  the  Minister  was  taken  as  a 
pledge,  and,  on  examining  tiie  two  letters,  so 
far  as  they  may  be  considered  a  pledge,  the 
words  are  nearly  the  same.  I  approved  of  the 
arrangement  with  Mr.  Erskine ;  so  did  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York.  I  cannot  see  any  dif- 
ference in  the  ground  taken  by  the  i^EecutiTe, 
except  that  one  arrangement  was  witib  Great 
Britain,  and  the  other  with  France.  Hie  one 
affected  the  interests  of  Great  Britain;  the 
other  affects  the  interests  of  i^«nce.  The  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  more  nice  in  distinc- 
tions than  myself,  may,  perhaps,  satisfy  himself 
and  the  people  that  these  two  cases  are  marked 
by  lines  so  strong  as  to  render  the  conduct  of 
the  Executive  in  the  one  case  an  object  of  ap- 
plause and  ^probation  for  himself  and  Ms 
Mends,  and  in  the  other  of  suspicion  and  cen- 
sure. It  is  not,  however,  my  intention  to 
pursue  the  gentleman  through  his  argument 
There  is  one  part  of  it  which  I  consider  it  a 
duty  to  pass  in  review,  inasmuch  as  it  is  calca- 
lated  to  give  to  the  public  an  erroneous  view 
of  the  grounds  taken  by  the  Executive  in  tiie 
recent  negotiation  with  Great  Britain.  The 
gentleman  says,  the  President  has  not  only  re- 
quired of  Great  Britain  to  withdraw  her  orden, 
but  her  blockades  also.  This,  he  says,  she  can- 
not and  never  wiU  yield.  This  declaration  is 
made,  too,  in  the  presence  of  the  agent  of  Great 
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Britaip,  who  must  have  heard  with  delight  the 
American  Ezectitiye  held  up  to  suspicioi),  and 
an  American  Repiesentative  declare,  on  the 
floor  of  Congress,  that  demands  were  made  on 
Great  Britain,  not  sanctioned  hy  the  law  of  the 
last  session.  In  order,  sir,  to  support  this 
declaration,  the  gentleman  ^ves  a  view  of  the 
demands  of  the  Executive  on  Great  Britain 
totally  incorrect  and  contradicted  hy  every  part 
of  tLe  correspondence  before  ns.  The  gentle- 
man tells  yon,  that  we  have  demanded  of 
Great  Britain  not  a  withdrawal  of  the  Orders 
in  Council  only,  as  contemplated  by  the  law  of 
last  session,  hnt  of  her  ^' novel  blockades."  To 
establish  the  demands  of  the  I^ecntive,  he 
turns,  not  to  the  correspondence,  bnt  to  the 
Berlin  or  Milan  decrees,  and  takes  for  oar  de- 
mand on  Great  Britain  the  definition  of  block- 
ade given  by  the  French  Emperor.  The  gen- 
tleman is  entirely  mistaken  as  to  the  demand 
made  of  Great  Britain  by  the  Executive.  The 
revocation  of  but  one  blockade,  viz:  that  of 
May,  1806,  is  included  in  the  demand  of  the 
£xe<»itive..  The  features  of  this  blockade  ren- 
der it  different  from  all  other  blockades.  It  is, 
in  fact,  from  its  character,  more  like  the  Order 
in  Cocmcil,  a  permaoent  regulation  in  commerce, 
than  a  blockade.  I  wiU,  however,  first  diow 
from  tlie  correspondence,  tiiat  the  Preddent 
did  not,  nnder  the  act  of  Hie  last  session,  re- 
quire the  revocation  by  Great  Britain  of  any 
blockade  except  that  of  May,  1806 ;  and  then, 
that  from  the  peculiar  features  of  that  blockade, 
it  must  have  been  included  in  the  demand 
made  under  the  act  of  the  last  session.  In  the 
Message  of  the  Preadent,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session,  pages  4th  and  5th,  we  find 
the  demand  stated  in  the  following  terms : 

**  Under  tiie  modifieatioxi  of  the  original  orders  o^ 
November,  1807,  into  fhe  otden  of  April,  1809,  there 
is,  indeed,  scarcely  a  nominal  distinction  between  the 
orders  and  the  blockades.  One  of  these  illegitimate 
blockades,  bearing  date  in  May,  1806,  having  been 
expreaaly  avowed  to  be  stiU  nnrescinded,  and  to  be, 
in  efleet,  oompiehended  in^e  Orden  in  Council,  was 
too  dictinctly  brongfat  within  the  porriew  of  the  act 
of  Congiefls,  not  to  be  comprehended  in  the  explana- 
tion of  the  requiaites  to  a  compliance  with  it.  The 
British  Govenomenl  was  accordingly  apprised  by  oar 
Minirtfx  near  it,  that  snch  was  the  fight  in  which  the 
subject  was  to  be  regarded." 

This  is  the  knguage  of  the  President  In 
pages  88  and  39  of  the  correspondence,  we  find 
the  declaration  of  Mr.  Smith,  our  Secretary  of 
State,  to  General  Armstrong,  in  the  following 
words: 

<(  If  the  non-intercourse  law,  in  any  of  its  modifica- 
tions, was  objectionable  to  the  Emperor  of  the  French, 
that  Uw  no  longer  exists. 

'*  If  he  be  ready,  as  has  been  declared  in  the  letter 
of  the  Duke  of  Cadore,  of  February  14,  to  do  justice 
to  Use  United  States,  in  the  case  of  a  pledge  on  their 
part  not  to  submit  to  the  British  edicts,  the  opportu- 
nity for  making  good  the  declaration  is  now  afforded. 
In^iead  of  submission,  the  President  is  ready,  bv  re- 
newing the  non-intercourse  against  Great  Britam,  to 
€«Fpoee  to  her  Orders  in  Council  a  messnre  which  is 


of  a  character  that  ought  to  satisfy  any  reasonable 
expectation.  If  it  shoidd  be  necessary  for  you  to 
meet  the  question,  whether  the  non-intercourse  will  be 
renewed  against  Great  Britain,  in  case  she  should  not 
comprehend,  in  the  repeal  of  her  edicts,  her  blockades 
which  sie  not  consistent  with  the  law  of  nations,  you 
may,  should  it  be  found  necessaiy,  let  it  be  under- 
stood, that  a  repeal  of  the  illegal  blockades  of  a  date 
prior  to  the  Berlin  decree,  namely,  that  of  May,  1806, 
win  be  included  in  the  condition  required  of  Great 
Britain ;  that  particular  blockade  having  been  avowed 
to  be  comprehended  in,  and,  of  course,  identified  with 
the  Orders  in  Council.  With  respect  to  blockades,  of 
a  subsequent  date  or  not,  against  France,  you  will 
press  the  reasonableness  of  leaving  them,  together 
with  ftitnre  blockades  not  warranted  by  public  law,  to 
be  proceeded  against  by  the  United  States  in  the 
manner  they  may  choose  to  adopt.*' 

In  pages  45  and  46,  we  have  the  declaration 
of  General  Armstrong  and  the  Duke  de  Cadore. 
Mr.  £.  then  read  the  following : 

From  General  Arnutrong  to  Mr.  Pinkncy, 

Pabxs,  Janmrs  25,  1810. 

*'  Sir  :  A  letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Smith,  of  the 
first  of  December  last,  made  it  my  duty  to  inquire  of 
His  Excellency  the  Duke  of  Cadore,  what  were  the 
conditions  on  which  his  Mi^sty  the  Emperor  would 
annul  his  decree,  commonly  called  the  Berlin  decree; 
and  whether,  if  Great  Britain  revoked  her  blockades, 
of  a  date  anterior  to  that  decree,  his  Majesty  would 
consent  to  revoke  the  said  decree  ?  To  these  questions 
I  have  this  day  received  the  following  answer,  which  I 
hasten  to  convey  to  you  by  a  special  messenger : 

Arsweb. — "  The  only  conditions  required  for  the 
revocation,  hy  his  Majesty  the  Emperor,  of  the  decree 
of  Berlin,  wiU  be  a  previous  revocation,  by  the  Brit- 
ish Government,  of  her  blockades  of  France,  or  a  part 
of  France,  (such  as  that  from  the  Elbe  to  Brest,  &c.,) 
of  a  date  anterior  to  that  of  the  aforesaid  decree." 

In  page  47,  we  have  the  statement  of  Lord 
Wellesley  to  Mr.  Pinkney: 

<<  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  note  of  the  fifteenth  ultimo,  wheroin  you  request 
to  be  informed  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  block- 
ades of  France,  instituted  by  Great  Britain  during  the 
present  war,  before  the  first  day  of  Januaxy,  1807, 
are  understood  by  his  Migesty's  government  to  be  in 
force  ?  I  have  now  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  that 
the  coast,  rivers,  and  ports,  from  the  river  Elbe  to 
Brost,  both  inclusive,  were  notified  to  be  under  the 
restrictions  of  blockade,  with  certain  modifications,  on 
the  16th  of  May,  1806 ;  and  that  these  restrictions 
wero  afterwards  comprohended  in  the  Order  of  Coun- 
cil of  the  7th  of  January,  1807,  which  order  is  still  in 
force." 

In  page  71  of  the  correspondence,  Lord  Wel- 
lesley declares,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Pinkney : 

"  The  bkwkade,  notified  by  Great  Britain  in  May, 
1806,  has  never  been  formally  withdrawn.  It  can- 
not, therefore,  be  accurately  stated,  that  the  restric- 
tions which  it  established  rest  altogether  on  the  Order 
of  Council  of  the  7th  of  January,  1807 ;  they  are 
comprehended  under  the  more  extensive  restrictions 
of  that  order.  No  other  blockade  of  the  ports  of 
France  was  instituted  by  Great  Britain,  between  the 
I6tii  of  May,  1806,  and  the  7th  of  Januaiy,  1807, 
excepting  tiie  blockade  of  Venice,  instituted  on  the 
27th  of  July,  1806,  which  is  still  in  force." 
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From  this,  sir,  it  appears  that  if  we  are  to 
credit  the  President,  the  Secretary  of  State, 
General  Armstrong,  the  Due  de  Oadore,  and  the 
British  Minister,  Lord  Weliedey,  the  demand 
was  confined  to  the  blockade  of  1 806.  Was  this 
blockade  sach  a  violation  of  the  nentral  rights 
of  the  United  States  as  to  come  decidedly  within 
the  act  of  the  last  session  ?  Let  as  examine  its 
features.  This  blockade  is  a  compound  one, 
presenting  three  distinct  characters : 

1.  It  obstructs  a  trade  from  one  port  to  an- 
other of  the  same  enemy— France  for  example. 
This  trade  has  been  denied  latterly  though  not 
formerly,  by  Qreat  Britain,  to  be  free  to  neutrals. 
The  United  States  assert  tiie  neutral  right  to  it. 

2.  It  obstructs  a  trade  from  the  port  of  one 
enemy  to  the  port  of  another— from  a  French  to 
a  Dutch  port,  for  example.  This  is  a  principle 
not  before  asserted  by  Great  Britain.  The  pres- 
ent Oabinet  of  Great  Britain  contended  agidnst 
its  conformity  to  the  law  of  nations,  in  opposi- 
tion to  their  predecessors,  who  attempted  to 
justify  the  orders  of  January,  1807,  on  that 
principle. 

8.  It  obstructs  the  direct  trade  of  neutrals 
from  liieir  own  country  to  any  part  of  the  coast 
from  the  Elbe  to  Brest — a  coast  not  less  than  a 
thousand  miles.  For  this  part  of  the  blockade 
there  can  be  no  defence  which  is  not  applicable 
to  the  Orders  in  Council.  This  blockade  has 
been  continued  for  four  or  ^yq  years.  No  force, 
either  adequate  or  inadequate,  has  been  stationed 
for  carrying  it  into  effect.  No  new  notification 
has  been  given.  It  is,  in  fact,  like  the  Orders 
in  Oouncil,  a  permanent  regulation  of  commerce, 
and  has  nothing  of  the  character  of  a  blockade, 
except  the  mere  name.  This  blockade  consists 
in  great  part  of  the  same  prohibition  with  the 
orders  of  January,  1807,  in  which  it  is  said  to 
be  comprehended ;  that  is,  against  a  trade  along 
the  belligerent  coast.  If  the  orders  be  unlaw- 
ful, therefore,  the  blockade  must  be  so ;  and  if 
the  orders  be  repealed  as  a  violation  of  neutral 
trade,  in  compliance  with  the  act  of  Congress, 
t^e  obligation  to  repeal  the  blockade,  as  a  like 
violation,  cannot  be  contested.  This  blockade 
of  May,  1806,  is  in  violation  of  the  principles 
laid  down  by  all  authors  on  the  subject  of  block- 
ade. It  is  in  violation  of  the  principles  laid 
down  in  all  the  treaties  which  attempted  to  de- 
fine a  blockade.  It  is  in  violation  of  the  prin- 
ciples contended  for  by  every  Administration  un- 
der the  American  Government,  from  the  period 
of  Washington  to  the  present  time.  The  cor- 
respondence under  General  Washington's  Ad- 
ministration, between  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
Mr.  Hammond,  may  be  referred  to  for  the  prin- 
ciples asserted  under  that  Administration.  In 
the  correspondence  before  us  we  have  the  prin- 
kples  as  laid  down  by  General  Marshall  and 
Mr.  King.    To  these  I  will  refer. 

Mr.  £.  then  read  the  following  extracts  of 
letters  from  Mr.  King  and  Mr.  Manhall : 
From  Mr,  Kmg, 

*'  Seven  or  eight  of  our  vesseU,  laden  wilih  valuable 
oaxgoea^  have  been  lately  captoied,  and  are  still  de- 


tained for  abjudication;  tbeae  Teasels  wwe  met  In 
their  voyages  to  and  from  the  Dutch  porta^  dedtmd 
to  be  blockaded.  SeTeral  notes  have  paased  betireea 
Lord  Grenville  and  me  upon  this  su^ect,  with  the 
view,  on  my  part,  of  establishing  a  more  limited  sod 
reasonable  intexjiretataon  of  the  law  of  blockade,  tfaaa 
is  attempted  to  be  enforced  by  the  Englidi  Govern- 
ment Nearly  one  hundred  Danish,  Rnsnaa,  sod 
other  neutral  ships  have,  within  a  few  months,  been, 
in  like  manner,  intercepted,  going  to  and  returning 
from  the  United  Prorincesi  Many  of  them,  as  wvll 
as  some  of  ours,  airived  in  tiie  Tezel  in  the  ooone  «f 
the  last  wmter;  the  severity  of  which  obliged  the 
English  fleet  to  return  to  their  ports,  leaving  a  few 
fri^ites  only  to  make  short  ocuiees  off  the  Texs],  as 
the  season  would  allow. 

*' My  olgect  has  been  to  prove  that,  in  this  sitaatMB 
of  the  investing  flee^  there  can  be  no  eflbetivB  Mock- 
ade,  which,  in  my  opinion,  cannot  be  said  to  exist 
without  a  competent  force,  stationed  and  present  st 
or  near  the  entrance  of  the  blockaded  port." 

Setrad  qf  a  ktkr/rom  Mr,  Kmg  to  Lord  GrtuOk, 
dated 

liONDOS,  May  S8,  1T99L 
**  It  seems  soaicely  necessary  to  obserre,  fliat  Ihs 
presence  of  a  competent  force  is  essentaal  tooonstitiitB 
a  blodLade ;  and  although  it  is  usual  finr  the  beS^ 
rent  to  give  notice  to  nentral  nations  when  he  initi- 
tntes  a  blockade^  it  is  not  caslomaiy  to  give  any  no- 
doe  of  its  discontfaiuanoe ;  and  tiiat  consegnandSr  tks 
presenoe  of  the  blockading  force  is  the  natural  crite- 
rion by  which  the  neutral  is  enabled  to  aseertata  te 
existence  of  the  blockade,  in  like  manner  as  tfas 
actual  investment  of  a  besieged  place  is  the  only  evi- 
dence by  which  we  decide  whether  the  siege  is  eoa- 
tinued  or  raised.  A  siege  may  be  oomntenced,  raised, 
recommenced  and  raised  again,  but  its  existeace  st 
any  precise  time  must  always  depend  jopon  the  fact 
of  the  presence  of  an  investing  army.  Tnis  inteipre- 
tation  of  the  law  of  blockade  is  of  peculiar  impoftsaos 
to  nations  situated  at  a  great  distance  from  esdi 
other,  and  between  whom  a  considerBble  kBglh  of 
tune  is  neeessary  to  send  and  reoeive  inibnnatioa.* 

JExiraet  tf  a  Utter  from  Mr,  ManhaU^  Secretary^ 
State,  to  Mr,Kuuf,  dated 

SumfUB  ao,i8oa 

"  The  right  to  confiscate  vessels  bound  to  a  block- 
aded port,  has  been  unreasonably  extended  to  caaet 
not  coming  within  the  rule,  as  heretofore  adopted. 

**  On  this  principle,  it  might  weD  be  qoestiooed, 
whether  this  rule  can  be  applied  to  a  place  not  ooodh 
pletely  invested  by  land  as  well  as  by  sea.  If  we  ex- 
amine the  reasonix^  on  whidii  it  is  founded,  the  rigkt 
to  intercept  and  confiscate  supplies,  designed  fer  a 
blockaded  town,  it  will  be  difficult  to  resist  the  con- 
viction that  its  extension  to  towns,  invested  by  sea 
only,  is  an  unjustifiable  encroachment  on  the  rig^tof 
neutrals.  But  it  is  not  of  this  departure  from  priad- 
pie — a  departure  which  has  received  some  sanctioo 
from  practice — ^that  we  mean  to  complain.  It  is, 
that  ports,  not  efEbctoally  blodkaded  by  a  fixes  capa- 
ble of  completely  investing  them,  have  yet  been  de- 
clared in  a  state  of  blockade,  and  veasds  attempting 
to  enter  therein  have  been  seised,  and,  on  that  ac- 
count, confiscated.* 

I  have  shown,  from  the  correapond^oe,  that 
the  blockade  of  May,  1806,  was  the  only  one 
indnded  in  the  demand  of  the  Execntive.    I 
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have  flhown  that  it  is  not  only  a  yiolation  of  our 
oeotral  rigbta,  bat  of  the  prinoiiJes  contended 
lor  by  men  of  all  political  parties  under  every 
administration  of  this  oonntry;  and  I  cannot 
bnt  express  my  regret  that  tibe  gentleman  from 
New  York  should  consider  that,  nnder  the  law 
of  the  bat  sesnon,  this  blockade  onght  not  to 
have  been  indnded  in  the  demand  of  the  Execu- 
tive on  Great  Britain ;  that  he  should  declare  in 
the  hearing  of  the  British  agent  that  demands 
had  been  made  by  ibe  Executive  of  tiie  United 
States  which  it  would  be  extremely  convenient 
for  ua  if  Great  Britain  would  allow,  bnt  which 
she  never  could  yield.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  has  entered  into  an  argument  to  show 
that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  are  not  re- 
pealed. We  have  Just  heard  of  the  arrival  of  a 
French  Minuter ;  he  has  left  France  at  a  tune 
to  bring  us  certain  information  on  this  ques- 
ti<Mi.  I  have  no  wish  to  enter  on  this  interest- 
ing question,  with  a  bandage  round  my  eyes* 
Whether  France  has  compli^  with  her  engage- 
ments ;  whether  France  has  failed  in  her  en- 
gagements., cannot  be  a  subject  of  ingenious 
speculation  many  days  lonser.  Whatever  may 
be  the  information  received,  I  shall  endeavor  to 
adhere  to  what  I  deem  the  real  interests  of  my 
oountry,  and,  so  &r  as  I  am  able,  to  maintain 
its  rights  against  the  unprincipled  aggressions  of 
every  foreign  nation. 

I  wifl  now  make  a  few  observations  on  the 
bill  before  the  House.  It  contains  but  a  single 
section,  and  exempts  from  forfeiture  go^ 
owned  wholly  by  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
which  shall  have  departed  from  a  British  port 
prior  to  the  second  day  of  February,  1811. 
When  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury on  the  subject  of  modifications  of  the  non- 
intercoarse  system  was  referred  to  the  Oommit- 
tee  on  Foreign  Relations,  it  appeared  to  be  the 
unanimoos  sentiment  of  the  committee,  that 
goods  which  had  left  a  British  port,  b^ore  the 
Flmdent^s  prodamaticMi  reachea  the  port,  ought 
to  be  exempt  from  the  penalty  of  the  non-inter- 
course law,  although  they  might  not  arrive  until 
after  the  2d  day  of  Febmaiy.  It  was  consid- 
ered not  inoonsistent  with  an  honest  compliance 
with  our  engagements  with  France,  and  scented 
to  be  required  by  that  general  principle  of  poh- 
€j  which  is  adhered  to  in  all  free  countries,  of 
allowing  sufficient  notice  to  its  citizens  of  the 
ocmmiencement  of  penalties  and  forfeitures. 
The  bill  for  enfbreing  the  non-intercourse  sys- 
tem was  reported  with  that  limited  prov^on. 
After  the  bill  was  printed  various  statements 
were  received  by  the  committee,  all  tending  to 
show  that  the  orders  of  our  merchants  were  sent 
out  in  September  and  October ;  that,  firom  the 
change  in  the  actual  state  of  commercial  capital 
in  thk  oonntry,  goods  were  at  present  purchased 
with  cash,  and  not  only  became  the  property  of 
our  citizens  under  the  orders  of  merchants  sent 
befiore  the  President's  proclamation  issued,  but 
were  at  the  risk  of  the  purchasers;  that  these 
goods  were  actually  paid  for  before  the  Presi- 
dent's prodamation  issued ;  that  they  could  not 


be  brought  in  before  the  second  day  of  Februa* 
ry.  The  committee  having  previously  decided 
that  time  ought  to  be  allowed  for  the  I^esident's 
proclamation  to  reach  a  British  port,  and  taJdnsr 
mto  view  the  great  ii\}ury  our  own  citizens  would 
sustain  from  a  rigorous  construction  of  the  law, 
determined  to  extend  the  time  to  the  ultimate 
period  at  which  a  citizen  jcovld  put  his  property 
on  board  without  infringing  the  laws  of  his 
country.  It  is  not  suppoMd  that  the  construc- 
tion put  upon  the  law  is  strictly  within  its  letter 
—it  IS,  however,  perfectly  within  its  object  It 
was  designed  to  operate  on  the  nation  refusing 
to  modify  or  withdraw  its  edicts.  To  give  it  a 
construction  which  would  either  confiscate 
property  ^^^n^  Jide  American,  or  lock  it  up  in 
British  ports,  would  be  to  destroy  our  own  re- 
sources, and  produce  no  effect  on  Great  Britain. 
Under  the  sixth  section  of  the  law,  it  is  not 
made  unlawful  to  put  on  board  British  manu- 
factures with  the  intent  to  import  ihem,  until 
the  expiration  of  the  three  months  after  the 
proclamation ;  its  being  unlawful  after  that  pe- 
riod depended  on  Great  Britain's  following  the 
example  of  France  and  revoking  her  edicts ;  ac- 
cording, therefore,  as  the  citizen  was  more  or 
less  sanguine,  his  interest  might  be  more  or  less 
involved  by  supposing  that  Great  Britain  would 
withdraw.  Oraers  sent  previous  to  the  issuing 
of  the  President's  proclamation  violated  no  ex- 
isting law.  Those  sent  afterwards  cannot  be 
considered  as  given  in  violation  of  law,  inas- 
much as  the  commencement  of  the  law  depended 
on  a  contingency,  viz :  the  modification  or 
withdrawal  of  the  British  orders.  There  is 
another  circumstance  which  operated  on  the 
committee :  The  law  of  the  last  session  was  not 
considered  by  the  committee  as  a  plain  rule  of 
action  which  every  citizen  could  clearly  com- 
prehend, and  so  arrange  his  affairs  as  to  avoid  its 
penalties.  The  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  last 
session  revives  certain  sections  or  another  act, 
on  the  happening  of  a  certain  event,  three 
months  after  that  event  shall  have  been  pro- 
claimed by  the  President.  This  reviving  -sec- 
tion does  not  declare  that  on  and  after  three 
months  from  the  date  of  the  President's  procla- 
mation there  shall  be  non-intercourse,  bnt  that 
particular  sections  of  a  former  non-intercourse 
law  shall  be  revived.  Each  of  the  revived  sec- 
tions contain  the  words  *^  20th  of  May  next,'* 
and  it  has  been  made  a  question  whether  these 
words  are  revived  as  part  of  the  sections.  It  is 
not  supposed  by  me  that  such  is  a  proper  con- 
struction of  the  law.  It  is  only  stated  for  the 
puix>ose  of  showing  that  the  law  was  not  in  that 
clear,  decided  form  in  which  penal  statutes 
ought  to  be  enacted.  In  the  construction  given 
to  the  law,  more  regard  was  paid  to  its  ol^ects 
and  principles  than  to  its  strict  letter.  And  ii^ 
for  the  purpose  of  affording  relief  in  cases  pecu- 
liarly hard  and  operating  on  our  own  citizens 
exclusively,  we  have  placed  on  the  law  a  con- 
struction not  warranted  by  its  letter,  I  hope  we 
shall  be  justified  by  the  purity  of  the  motives 
under  which  we  have  acted. 
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Mr.  Emott  explained. 

Mr.  Stubges  said  he  was  happy  that  he  felt 
himself  so  situated  that  he  could  avoid  that 
coarse  of  discussion  upon  the  present  occasion, 
so  much  reprobated  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man TMr.  Eppbs)  from  Virginia.  He  said  he 
should  not  undertake  to  enter  into  a  discussion 
of  our  foreign  relations,  nor  say  much  upon  our 
restrictive  system ;  that  his  friend  from  New 
York  (Mr.  Emott)  had  already  done  that  fully 
and  ably. 

He  said  he  was  at  present  inclined  to  support 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman, (Mr.  Bhba,  of  Tennessee,)  and  if  the 
words  should  be  stricken  out  as  proposed  by 
that  gentleman,  (as  one  good  turn  deserved 
another,)  he  hoped  he  would  be  disposed  to  sup- 
port a  proposition,  which  he  (Mr.  S.)  would  then 
submit  to  the  committee.  If  the  committee 
should  agree  to  strike  out,  Mr.  8.  would  then 
propose  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof,  after  the  words 
**  be  it  enacted  "  the  following  words,  (which 
he  read  to  the  committee,)  viz:  "That  an  act 
entitled  an  act  concerning  the  commercial  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependencies,  and 
for  other  purposes,  passed  May  1, 1810,  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  repealed." 

Mr.  S.  said  he  was  inclined  to  favor  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  on  an- 
other ground.  He  was  not  willing  to  imply  by 
any  vote  of  his  a  recognition  of  the  efficacy  of 
the  non-intercourse  law,  so  called,  which  could 
not,  in  his  opinion,  upon  any  principle,  have  any 
operative  force,  until  the  20th  of  May  next. 
He  flattered  himself,  if  gentlemen  would  be  so 
good  as  to  attend  to  him,  that  he  should  be  able 
to  demonstrate  to  their  satisfaction  the  truth  of 
this  position;  and  that  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  exercising  his 
usual  candor,  would  himself  be  satisfled.  The 
law,  passed  March  1,  1809,  contained  a  number 
of  sections  which  went  toj;)revent  importations 
from  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their  de- 
pendencies. This  law  (containing  a  clause  limit- 
ing its  duration)  was  to  expire  at  the  end  of  the 
next  session  of  Congress.  The  then  next  session 
of  Congress  ended  the  last  of  June,  1809.  The  law 
of  March,  1809,  therefore,  then  expired.  The 
law  of  May  1st,  1810.  enacted  that  certain  sec- 
tions of  that  of  March,  1809,  should  be  revived 
upon  certain  contingencies.  Those  sections,  thus 
revived,  are  the  8d,  4th,  5th,  6th,  7th,  8th,  9th, 
10th,  and  18th.  Mr.  S.  then  recurred  to  those 
sections,  and  read  the  third,  which  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

[The  section  was  here  read.] 

Mr.  S.  stud  it  was  unnecessary  to  read  the 
other  sections  to  which  he  had  referred,  as  the 
phraseology,  as  to  the  time  when  they  were  to 
take  effect  was  the  same  as  in  the  sectioQ  which 
he  had  read.  He  said  it  would  not  answer  the 
purpose  of  gentlemen  who  held  a  different  opin- 
ion from  him,  to  argue  in  such  a  case  as  the 
present,  from  the  intention  of  the  Legislature. 


He  said  it  was  a  principle,  in  constming  penal 
statutes,  to  construe  them  strictly.  But  he  said 
it  was  not  necessary  for  him,  in  support  of  his 
position,  to  resort  to  this  rule  of  oonstmctioD. 
The  words  of  these  sections  are  explicit,  and  the 
meaning  plain.  They  are  revived  in  the  law  of 
May,  1810.  They  must  be  considered  as  revived 
in  todidem  9^&is— as  the  whole  o(  the  sectioDS 
are  revived  generally,  it  is  not  competent  to  say 
that  one  part  of  the  section  is  revived,  and  not 
the  other  part  If  they  had  been  transcribed 
verbatim^  and  incorpora^  in  the  law  of  Mqr, 
1810,  there  could  have  been  no  qaestion ;  and 
there  can  be  no  difference  as  to  this  point  be- 
tween that  case,  and  reviving  them  witbont 
excepting  any  part  Mr.  8.  therefore  oondnded, 
that  as  the  expressions  in  the  sections  refecred 
to  were,  that  thev  were  to  take  efifect  the  20tb 
of  May  next ;  and  the  law  reviving  them  paased 
the  1st  of  May,  1810 ;  that  they  cannot  have 
any  effioacy  until  the  20th  of  May,  1811.  And 
he  said  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Epfbs,)  in  attending  to  this  point,  had  implied 
his  doubts  upon  it  by  saying,  that  as  there 
might  be  doubts  among  lawyers,  though  among 
unlearned  men  there  could  be  none,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations,  in  reporting  the 
bill  now  under  conrideration,  were  disposed  to 
give  a  liberal  construction  to  tbe  meaning  of 
the  Legislature.  But  said  Mr.  8.,  this  cannot 
help  the  matter.  No  new  law,  in  the  nature  of 
an  explanatory  law,  can  give  efficacy  to  tbe 
former  one,  if  that  law  would  otherwise  have 
no  force.  If,  then,  he  was  correct  in  his  ideas 
upon  the  subject,  and  he  thought  every  lawyer 
in  the  House  must  be  of  his  opinion,  Mr.  S.  Mk- 
ed,  what  is  the  consequence  t  He  siud  that 
from  the  2d  of  February,  any  seizures  whi^ 
have  been  or  shall  be  made  by  your  custom- 
house officers,  cannot  be  considered  as  legal 
Your  Federal  courts  cannot  condemn  propertj 
BO  seized ;  and  in  case  they  are  made,  your  State 
courts  will  sustain  actions  of  trover  voA  tree^ 
pass  in  favor  of  the  owners  thereof  against  muk 
officers. 

Mr.  Wkoht. — ^Mr.  Ohairman:  The  gentleman 
fi-om  New  York  (Mr.  Emott)  Libored  yeetoday 
for  three  hours  on  his  proposed  amendment  to 
the  bill  under  consideration,  and  exercised  all  his 
ingenuity  to  seduce  ns  into  a  violation  of  the 
faith  of  the  nation,  pledged  in  the  act  entitled 
^^  An  act  concerning  the  commercial  interooorse 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
ain and  France  and  theur  dependencies,  and  for 
other  purposes."  By  this  act  the  nation  pledged 
itself  to  Great  Britain  and  to  France,  ''that  if 
either  of  them  should  so  revoke  or  tnidifif  their 
edicts  that  they  should  cease  to  violate  the  neu- 
tral commerce  of  the  United  States,  that  the 
President  ih^mldf  by  prochimaiioo,  dedare  tbe 
same ;  and  that,  three  months  after  the  date  ef 
said  proclamation,  no  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dise, the  growth,  pn^duoe,  or  manu£M^re  of 
the  other  nation,  her  colonies  or  depend^ieieB) 
should  be  imported  into  the  United  States." 
The  GU>vemment,  strictly  preserving  her  nentnl 
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chju«cter,  at  the  same  moment  presented  to 
both  nations  the  same  proposition,  and  by  the 
solemnity  of  that  act,  in  the  face  of  the  world, 
pledged  the  faith  of  the  nation  to  the  faithful 
performance  of  the  condition  above  stated,  on 
their  part  to  be  performed,  in  the  event  of 
either  Great  Britain  or  France  so  revoking  or 
modifying  their  edicts  that  they  should  cease 
to  Tiolate  the  neutral  conunerce  of  the  United 
States. 

France,  on  the  6th  of  August,  1810,  did  sore- 
Toke  her  edicts  that  they  should  cease  to  violate 
the  neutral  commerce  of  the  United  States,  af- 
ter the  second  day  of  November ;  and,  although 
the  &ot  has  been  established  by  the  letter  of 
the  Dnke  of  Cadore,  of  the  5th  of  August,  to 
General  Armstrong,  our  Minister  at  Paris,  and 
by  him  communicated  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States;  and,  although  the  President 
did,  by  his  procliunation,  bearing  date  the 
second  of  November,  in  obedience  to  the  said 
act  of  Ck>ngresfl,  declare  ^Hhat  the  edicts  of 
France  violating  the  neutral  commerce  of  the 
United  States  had  been  so  revoked  or  modified, 
that,  from  and  after  the  second  day  of  Novem- 
ber, they  would  cease  to  violate  the  neutral 
commerce  of  the  United  States  ;*'  whereby,  af« 
ter  the  expiration  of  three  months  from  the 
date  of  said  prodamation,  by  virtue  of  the  act 
aforesaid,  ^^no  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  Great 
Britain,  her  colonies  or  dependencies,  should 
be  imported  into  the  United  States,  xmless  she, 
before  the  expiration  of  that  time,  revoked  her 
edicta.^^  Yet,  sir,  this  gentleman,  to  the  lidll 
on  the  table  contemplating  a  faithful  execution 
of  the  non-intercourse  law  against  Great  Britain, 
has  proposed  an  amendment  that  ^^no  vessel  or 
merchandise  shall  be  liable  to  seizure  or  for- 
feiture, on  account  of  any  infraction,  or  pre- 
sumed infraction,  of  the  provisions  of  the  act 
to  which  this  act  is  a  supplement;"  thereby 
snbatantially  to  repeal  the  non-intercourse  act, 
althou^  France  has  revoked  her  decrees,  and 
Britain  has  refused  to  revoke  her  Orders  in 
Council,  and  by  the  last  information  from  our 
IQnister  in  London,  every  spark  of  hope  of 
their  being  revoked  had  been  extinguished. 

That  gentleman,  a  representative  of  the 
American  people,  has  proposed  this  direct 
breach  of  public  faith,  and  as  a  pretext  to  the 
unprincipled  act,  has  had  the  temerity  to  de- 
dive  *Hhat  the  President  had  no  authority  to 
isBoe  his  proclamation ;  that  the  assurances  of 
France  to  our  Government  were  deceptive; 
that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were  not  re- 
voked ;  and  that  the  non-intercourse  act  is  not 
in  force ;"  and  thus  has  arraigned  the  President 
for  issuing  his  proclamation. 

By  the  constitution,  the  Departments  of  the 
GoTonment  are  distinctly  marked,  and  the 
President  authorized,  as  &e  legitimate  organ, 
to  discharse  every  ftmotion  of  the  Executive. 
Beaidea,  the  non-intercourse  act  has  expressly 
anthmzed  and  directed  him,  by  proclamation, 
to  declare  the  fact  of  the  revocation  or  modifi- 


cation of  the  edicts  which  the  belligerents  were 
by  that  act  invited  to  revoke. 

As  well  might  that  ffentleman  question  the 
legitimacy  of  a  treaty  after  it  had  been  ratified 
and  declared  by  proclamation,  or  an  act  of 
Congress  after  it  had  passed  the  usual  forms  and 
been  duly  published.  Sir,  this  act  of  the  Presi- 
dent, as  to  every  fact  stated,  implies  absolute 
verity,  and,  like  any  other  record,  can  be  tried 
only  by  itself. 

Had  the  gentleman  contented  himself  with  the 
discharge  of  his  legislative  duties,  and  indulged 
the  President  in  the  exercise  of  his  Executive 
functions,  we  should  have  been  relieved  from  a 
long  speech,  calculated  only  to  inculpate  the 
President  and  expose  the  gentleman's  devotion 
to  Great  Britain.  How,  I  ask,  could  the  Pres- 
ident act  a  different  part,  from  the  evidence  in 
the  case?  The  Duke  of  Cadore,  the  Friench 
Minii^r  of  Foreign  Relations  at  Paris,  in  writ- 
ing, informed  General  Armstrong,  the  Ameri- 
can Minister  at- that  Court,  on  the  fifth  of  Au- 
gnist,  "  that  he  was  authorized  to  declare  to  him, 
thaX  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  re- 
voked, and  that  after  the  first  of  November, 
they  will  cease  to  have  effect;  it  being  under- 
stood that,  in  consequence!  of  this  declaration, 
the  English  shall  revoke  their  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, and  renounce  the  new  principles  of  block- 
ade which  they  have  wished  to  establish,  or, 
that  the  United  States,  can/onnahly  to  the  act 
you  have  just  communicated,  shall  cause  their 
rights  to  be  respected  by  the  English."  Gen- 
eral Armstrong  immediately  communicated  it 
to  the  President^  who,  being  thus  in  possession 
of  the  iaformation,  was  not  only  authorized, 
but  bound  to  issue  this  proclamation. 

I  would  ask,  if  this  diplomatic  evidence,  the 
established  mode  of  communication  between  na- 
tions, is  not  to  be  received  and  respected,  if 
national  confidence  is  not  destroyed,  and  an  end 
put  to  iJl  diplomatic  intercourse?  Was  not 
the  President,  in  good  faith,  bound  to  believe 
the  fact,  and,  bdieving  it,  bound  to  act  as  he 
did? 

Sir»  if  Great  Britain  had  m|ide  the  like  com- 
munication through  Lord  Wellesley  to  Mr. 
Pinkney,  and  he  to  the  President,  'who  had, 
thereupon^  issued  his  proclamation,  what  would 
have  been  the  conduct  and  language  of  this 
gentJeman  and  those  who  think  with  him  in 
political  opinion?  They  would,  I  have  no  doubt 
been  prepared  to  eulogize  the  President,  and 
publidy  approve  the  act.  In  this  assertion  I 
am  not  teft  1^  conjecture,  but  will  prove  it  by 
the  most  unequivocal  evidence,  if  the  gentle- 
men are  consistent  with  themselves.  You  will 
recollect  that,  by  the  act  of  the  first  of  March, 
eighteen  hundred  and  nine,  interdicting  tho 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their 
colonies  and  dependencies,  after  a  certain  pe- 
riod, unless  they  should  so  revoke  or  modify 
their  edicts  that  they  should  cease  to  violate 
the  neatral  commerce  of  the  United  States,  the 
President  in  the  case  of  either  power,  so  re- 
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Yoking  or  modifying  their  edicts,  was  author- 
ized bj  proclamation  to  declare  the  same, 
whereby  the  interdictions  were,  as  to  the 
power  so  revoking,  to  be  suspended,  and  in 
force  only  against  the  other;  and  I  hope  yon 
never  will  forget  the  deep  game  that  was 
played  by  Great  Britain  on  that  occasion,  and 
the  diplomatic  trick  that  was  practised  on  our 
Administration  by  Mr.  Erskme's  memorable 
treaty.  The  President  tJien  placed  fall  faith  in 
the  act  of  the  British  Plenipotentiary,  and,  on 
the  signing  of  that  treaty  which  revoked  the 
Orders  in  Oonncil,  imme^ately  issued  his  proc- 
lamation, and  thereby  dissolved  the  oommer^ 
cial  injunction,  whereby  Great  Britain  was  sup- 
plied with  the  necessaries  of  her  existence. 
Then  the  President  acted  promptly,  as  in  tlie 
case  of  France ;  then  he  acted  on  the  information 
of  the  British  Minister  as  he  did  in  the  case  of 
France  on  the  information  of  the  French  Minis- 
ter. Then  the  treaty  revoking  the  Orders  in 
Oonncil  was  rejected  by  the  British  Government ; 
but  now,  in  the  case  of  France,  the  revocation  of 
her  decrees  is  confirmed  and  carried  into  full  ef- 
fect But  the  proclamation  in  the  case  of  France 
is  denounced  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
as  neither  formal,  substantial,  nor  by  authority, 
although  by  comparing  it  with  the  proclamation 
in  the  case  of  Great  Britain,  which  I  hold  in  my 
hand,  it  will  be  found  formally  and  substantially 
a  copy  of  It,  varied  only  as  to  the  Government  to 
whose  proceedings  it  relates.  When  I  assure  you 
that  the  Preddent^s  proclamation  in  the  case  of 
Great  Britain  met  with  the  approbation  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  and  his  political 
friends,  you  will  feelsurprised  at  their  pardality; 
but,  when  you  examine  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  approbating  the  con- 
duct of  the  President  in  that  case,  you  will  feel 
no  doubt  of  the  fact. 

Sir,  this  gentleman  has  told  us  that  the  non- 
intercourse  act  is  not  in  force,  and  that  the 
American  people  will  not  submit  to  its  execu- 
tion, notwithstanding  the  revocation  of  the 
French  decrees,  the  continuation  of  the  British 
Orders  in  Oonncil,  and  the  President's  procla- 
mation. Whence  does  this  gentleman  derive 
the  power  of  declaring  an  act  of  Oongress  not 
in  force,  declared  by  the  President's  proclama- 
tion to  be  in  force  ?  Or  in  what  section  of  the 
Union  does  the  gentleman  presume  to  say  the 
American  people  wHl  not  submit  to  the  law? 
That  that  gentleman's  speech  was  intended  to 
sow  sedition  among  the  people,  and  to  encour- 
age insubordination  to  this  law,  is  too  obyious. 

Sir,  the  decrees  of  France,  now  they  are  re- 
voked, seem  to  be  more  obnoxious  to  that  gen- 
tleman than  the  British  Orders  in  Oonncil,  now 
in  full  force.  He  d^ounoes  the  Emperor  for 
the  Rambouillet  decree,  issued  the  twenty-tiiird 
of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  ten;  which 
subjected  the  ships  of  America  to  condemna- 
tion entering  the  ports  of  France,  which  the 
Emperor  declares  was  an  act  of  retaliation ;  be- 
cause Oongress  had  by  their  act  of  March, 
eighteen  hundred  and  nine,  subjected  the  ves- 


sels of  France  to  oondenmation  entering  the 
ports  of  the  United  States,  yet  that  gentleman, 
when  speaking  of  the  Briti^  blockading  order 
of  eighteen  hundred  and  six,  issued  withoat 
even  a  pretext  which  by  prodamation  without 
investment  subjected  our  shipe  to  condemna- 
tion entering  the  ports  of  France,  says^  ^  with 
respect  to  their  Orders  in  Oonncil  I  have  ^ 
nothing  to  sa^  as  to  their  Justice  or  their  * 
policy."  He  is  prepared  to  condeom  Fnnoe 
for  her  act  of  retaliation,  but  he  is  not  prepared 
even  to  speak  of  Great  Britain's  new  paper 
blockading  system,  much  leas  to  declare  it  un- 
just or  impolitic ;  although  Sir  William  Scott, 
m  1  Bobinson's  Rep.  page  98,  expresdy  de- 
clares, ^Hhatno  vessel  was  liable  to  condmna- 
tion  for  entering  a  port  alleged  to  be  blockaded, 
unless  it  was  invested  by  such  a  naval  force  is 
to  make  the  entry  therein  hazardous." 

Sir,  I  am  no  apologist  for  France — ^nor  do  I 
know  hdV  any  American,  particularly  a  mem- 
ber of  Oongress,  can  be  the  apologist  for  either, 
after  France  and  England  have  both  expreidy 
admitted,  that  their  Orders  in  Oonncil  and  de> 
crees  were  direct  violations  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions, and  adopted  from  necessity,  as  a  measure 
of  retaliafdon  against  each  odier,  and  have 
each  charged  the  other  with  the  first  aggressions 
on  our  neutral  rights.  On  examining  that  sub- 
ject, I  find  that  England,  by  her  Orders  in 
OouncU  of  May,  eighteen  hundred  and  six,  bjr 
podamation  had  placed  France  in  a  state  it 
blockade ;  that  France  in  eighteen  hundred  and 
seven  had  placed  the  British  isles  in  a  like 
manner  in  a  state  of  blockade;  th&t  England, 
by  her  Orders  in  Oonncil  of  the  eleventh  k  No- 
vember, eighteen  hundred  and  seven,  laid  a  toD 
on  neutral  vessels,  and  made  them  pass  through 
her  ports ;  France,  by  her  decree  of  the  seven- 
teenth of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and 
seven,  declared  the  veesels  submitting  to  that 
order  denationali;Eed,  and  lawful  prize ;  so  that 
by  their  new  principle  of  blockade,  and  their 
unprincipled  retaliations,  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States  was  cut  up  by  tiie  roots.  l%a 
American  Government^  anxious  to  preserve  tiie 
remnant  of  the  property  of  the  American  mer- 
chants, that  had  escaped  the  rapadtjof  the 
tvrant  of  the  oceui,  on  the  twenty-second  of 
December,  eighteen  hundred  and  seven,  pases 
the  embai^o  law,  which  the  seditious  demon 
of  certain  arch  traitors  in  the  Eastern  Sti^ 
the  violation  of  the  law  by  treason  and  cupidity, 
induced  Oongress  on  the  first  of  March,  eighteen 
hundred  and  nine,  to  repeal,  and  to  pass  the  pra»- 
ent  non-intercourse  law,  continued,  under  which 
France  has  revoked  her  decrees  of  Berlin  and 
Milan,  and  now  expects  us  to  fhlfil  the  conditions 
which  we  voluntarily  imposed  on  ounelveS|  in 
the  event  of  either  revoking  their  decrees. 

Sir,  while  Great  Britiun  finds  each  able  adro- 
cates  on  this  floor,  she  will  find  no  neoesntj  to 
redress  our  wrongs,  but  will  wait  the  issue  of 
our  proceedings  in  Oongress,  to  see  if  our  reme- 
dial laws  are  not  repealed,  or  our  citizens  ex- 
cited to  oppose  their  execution.    But  we  on^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DBBATBS  OF  CONGKES& 


867 


VxBBUiUKr,  1811.] 


ChmmdrcUd  Int^rcowae, 


[H.  OF  B. 


not  to  be  sarprified  at  this,  when  we  take  a  re- 
trospective Tiew  of  their  oondact,  their  united 
and  nniform  opposition  to  the  Administration 
fbr  many  yeara  They  have  reprobated  every 
measure— Blr.  firskine's  British  treaty  only  ex- 
cepted— ^and,  as  soon  as  that  was  r^eoted  by 
the  British  Government,  as  being  made  con- 
trary to  instructions,  our  Admimstration  was 
chariged  with  making  it,  knowing  that  Mr. 
Erskine  had  no  authority,  and  with  seducing 
him  to  make  it  contrary  to  iustructions.  After- 
wards, when  Mr.  F.  J.  Jackson,  of  Copenhagen 
memory,  was  sent  over  as  a  Minister,  while  his 
hands  were  yet  stained  with  the  innocent  blood 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Copenhagen,  and  insulted 
the  administration  with  the  charge  of  making 
the  treaty  with  Mr.  Erskine,  knowing  that  he 
had  no  authority  to  make  it,  and  after  the 
peremptory  asseveration  *'  that  Government  had 
no  such  knowledge,  that  with  such  knowledge 
no  such  arrangement  would  have  been  made," 
and  ^  that  no  such  insinuation  could  be  admit- 
ted,'^ he  replied,  ^'  that  he  made  no  insinuation, 
without  being  able  to  substantiate  a  fact,  and 
in  that  I  must  continue ;"  tliereby  persevering 
in  the  charge  of  falsehood  in  the  Administration 
lor  which  he  was  dismissed.  Again  our  Gk)v- 
emment  was  expresslv  charged  with  knowing 
that  Mr.  Erskine  had  no  authority,  and  with 
dismissing  Mr.  Jackson  without  any  just  cause ; 
that  his  charge  was  true,  and  that  m  this  the 
Government  acted  under  the  influence  of  France. 
In  order  to  make  such  an  impression  on  the 
public  mind,  Mr.  Jackson  is  treated  with  un- 
common attention.  When  he  arrives  at  Balti- 
more he  is  surrounded  by  tones,  royalists,  Burr- 
ites,  and  British  agents,  and  treated  with  great 
politeness — ^when  he  arrives  in  Philadelphia,  he 
is  overwhelmed  by  the  civilities  of  refugees,  to- 
nes, Burrites,  and  United  States*  Bank  directors 
— ^when  he  arrives  at  New  York,  he  is  received 
with  open  arms  by  a  set  of  beings  of  the  same 
description,  who  invite  him  to  a  public  dinner, 
and  to  test  their  attachment  to  the  British  G^v- 
ermnent  tz«at  him  to  ^  God  save  the  King'* — 
when  he  reaches  Boston,  there  is  great  pi^ade 
indeed ;  he  is  welcomed  to  the  city  by  tories, 
traitors,  disorganizers,  and  embargo-breakers, 
and  Fanueil  Hall,  once  the  Council  Chamber  of 
Hie  patriots  of  the  Revolution,  is  prostituted  to 
the  disgraceful  purpose  of  a  public  dinner  to 
this  disgraced  Mimster,  and  there  we  see  a  dis- 
tinguished Senator  of  the  United  States  testing 
his  loyalty  by  the  toast  of  ^^  Britain's  fast  an- 
chored isle,  the  world's  hist  hope."  After  tJiis 
hasty  review  of  the  past,  we  ought  not  to  be 
surprised  at  any  measures  that  may  be  taken 
agsonst  the  Administration,  when  Great  Britain 
18  in  the  question. 


Sattbdat,  February  28. 

Commercial  Intereowne. 
Mr.  MiLKOB  said :  Mr.  Chairman,  when  I  take 
a  view  of  the  course  which  has  been  pursued  in 
relation  to  this  subject,  during  the  present  ses- 


sion, I  confess  I  feel  greatly  surprised  that  we 
should  be  called  upon  to  adopt  the  present  meas- 
ure. It  will  be  recollected,  sir,  that,  at  a  very 
early  period,  the  honorable  chairman  of  the 
Committee  .on  Foreign  BeUtions,  reported  a 
bill  supplemental  to  the  act  of  the  1st  of  May 
last.  Although  the  gentleman  did  make  one  or 
two  feeble  attempts  to  call  it  up  for  considera- 
tion, yet  it  was  manifest  that  there  was  a  gen- 
eral indisposition  to  act  upon  it  at  that  time. 
ThiB,  in  the  opinion  of  myself  and  many  others^ 
arose  from  a  doubt  bi  the  good  faith  of  the 
Emperor  of  the  Frendi.  It  was  true  that  he 
had,  through  the  Duke  of  Cadore,  declared  that 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were  revoked  on 
the  5th  of  August,  and  that  they  should  cease 
to  have  effect  after  the  first  of  November;  and 
it  was  also  true  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  had,  by  his  proclamation  of  the  2d  of 
November,  declared,  not  simply  that  this  prom- 
ise had  been  given,  but  that  the  decrees  were 
revoked,  and  had  ceased  to  operate.  Notwith- 
standing this  declaration  of  the  President,  the 
previous  conduct  of  the  French  Emperor  inspir- 
ed an  almost  universal  doubt  of  his  good  faith, 
and  the  curious  character  of  the  declaration 
made  by  Cadore,  was  calculated  to  increase  it^ 
The  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  were  revoked; 
that  is,  dead  on  the  6th  of  August,  and  ceased 
to  have  effect ;  that  is,  to  live  on  the  first  of 
November;  thus  this  creature  had  the  wonder- 
ful faculty  of  being  dead  and  alive  at  the  same 
time ;  of  ceasiDg  to  have  effect,  and  acting  with 
full  vigor  at  the  same  instant  While  all  was 
doubt  and  hesitation,  despatches  were  received 
from  Mr.  Kussell,  our  Charge  d' Affaires  at  Paris^ 
which  made  it  apparent  that  the  decrees  whicn 
were  to  cease  to  nave  effect  on  the  first  of  No- 
vember, were,  m  the  month  of  December,  still 
in  existence,  an'd  in  fuU  and  practical  operation. 
It  is  now  evident  that  the  President  was  duped 
by  the  French  Emperor,  and  led  to  issue  a  pro- 
clamation on  the  faith  of  his  promise,  declaring 
a  fact  which  did  not  exist  So  convinced  were 
the  House  that  this  was  the  true  state  of  the 
case,  that  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations  himself  moved  to 
recommit  the  bifi  he  had  previously  introduced, 
and  it  was  done.  What,  then,  I  would  ask,  sir, 
has  since  occurred  to  alter  the  £eu^  of  affaire,  to 
induce  this  new  attempt  to  fasten  on  the  re- 
strictive system  against  our  intercourse  with 
Great  Britain  ?  .  Is  there  any  thing  in  the  last 
communication  from  the  President,  calculated 
to  produce  such  an  effect?  On  the  contrary,  it 
furnishes  the  most  conclusive  evidence  of  the 
treachery  of  Bonaparte,  and  ought  to  serve  as  a 
beacon  to  warn  us  against  trusting  him  further. 
It  is  true  that  there  is  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pinkney 
to  Lord  Wellealey,  dated  December  10th,  in 
which  the  former  labors  to  prove,  that  Cadore's 
note  to  ArmstroDg  is  an  absolute  repeal  of  the 
French  decrees,  without  any  cooditions  prece- 
dent, and  that  therefore  the  British  Govem- 
mept  ought  to  be  satisfied  of  its  validity,  and 
take  immediate  measures  for  revoking  their  or- 
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ders  and  blockades,  agreeably  to  their  promise. 
But,  it  unfortunately  happened  that,  on  the 
same  day  on  which  our  Minister  at  London  was 
performing  his  duty,  in  transmitting  his  able  bat 
theoretical  argument  to  the  British  Ministry, 
our  Minister  at  Paris  was  also  performing  his 
duty  in  remonstrating  against  the  practical  ope- 
ration of  those  very  decrees,  which  were  to 
have  ceased  to  have  effect  on  the  first  of  No- 
vember. [Here  Mr.  M.  read  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Russell  to  the  Duke  of  Oadore.  dated  December 
10th,  remonstrating  against  tlie  seizure  of  the 
brig  New  Orleans  Packet,  it  being  the  only 
case,  as  declared  by  Mr.  Russell,  to  which  the 
decrees  could  be  applied  subsequent  to  the  first 
of  November.] 

I  recollect,  sir,  when  Mr.  Russell's  correspond- 
ence was  communicated  to  this  House;  an 
apology  was  set  up  for  the  French  Emperor.  It 
was  alleged  that  the  President's  proclamation 
had  not  amved  in  France  at  the  time  of  the 
seizure  of  the  New  Orleans  Packet,  and  that 
Bonaparte,  having  received  no  evidence  of  the 
intention  of  the  American  Government  to  ful- 
fil their  engagement,  had  used  the  precaution- 
ary measure  of  seizing  the  vessel,  until  he  should 
receive  some  evidence  of  our  good  faith ;  and 
we  were  exultinglv  told  that  the  President's 
proclamation  woula  put  all  to  righto,  by  satisfy- 
ing his  doubting  Majesty  of  our  sincerity,  and 
would  induce  him  to  release  all  property  seized 
subsequent  to  the  first  of  November,  and  once 
more  to  put  an  end  to  those  nine-lived  decrees. 
How  has  this  prediction  been  verified?  The 
President's  proclamation  was  communicated  to 
the  French  Government  on  the  12th  of  Decem- 
ber, two  days  after  Mr.  Russell's  remonstrance ; 
and  yet,  for  any  thing  we  know,  that  remon- 
strance remains  unanswered,  and  the  New  Or- 
leans Packet  remains  under  seizure  to  this  very 
day.  It  is  true  that,  after  waiting  thirteen  days, 
His  Majesty  condescended  to  direct  the  partiid 
suspension  of  the  decrees,  thereby  giving  the 
most  positive  proof  not  only  of  their  existence, 
but  of  their  active  operation.  On  the  26th  of 
December,  the  Dukes  of  Massa  and  of  Gaete, 
by  the  direction  of  their  master,  severally  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  officers  connected  with  their  re- 
spective departments,  directing  them  to  suspend 
the  operation  of  those  very  decrees,  so  &r  as 
respected  the  condemnation  of  vessels  and  car- 
goes seized  after  the  first  of  November ;  not 
only  those  then  in  custody,  but  such  as  should 
thereafter  be  seized.  I  wiU  read  a  part  of  those 
letters  for  the  purpose  of  refreshing  the  memo- 
ries of  gentlemen  on  the  subject  The  Duke  of 
Massa  writes  to  the  President  of  the  Council  of 
Prizes  as  follows:  *^In  consequence  of  this  en- 
gagement entered  into  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  to  eause  their  rights  to  be 
respected,  His  M^esty  orders  that  all  the  causes 
that  may  be  pending  in  the  Council  of  Prizes, 
of  captures  of  American  vessels,  made  after  the 
first  of  November,  and  those  that  may  In  future 
be  brought  before  it,  shall  not  be  judged  accord- 
ing to  ttie  principles  of  the  decrees  of  Berlin  I 


and  MHan,  but  that  they  shall  remain  suspend- 
ed ;  the  vessels  captured  or  seized  to  remun 
only  in  a  state  of  sequestration,  and  the  rij^ta 
of  the  proprietors  being  reserved  for  them  un- 
til the  2d  February  next,  the  period  at  which, 
the  United  States  having  fulfilled  the  engage- 
ment to  cause  thehr  rights  to  be  respected  8ie 
said  captures  shaU  be  declared  null  by  the  Coun- 
cil— and  the  American  vessels  restored,  together 
with  their  cargoes,  to  the  proprieton."  The 
letter  of  the  Duke  of  Gaete  is  of  a  siDular  im- 
port. I  wiU  read  a  single  paragraph,  whidi  is 
as  follows :  ^*His  M^ty  having  Been  in  these 
two  pieces"  (the  President's  prodamadon  and 
Gallatin's  circular  to  the  collectors)  ''the  oiim- 
ciation  oi  the  measures  which  the  AmericsoB 
purpose  taking  on  the  second  of  Febroary  next, 
to  cause  their  rights  to  be  respected,  has  order- 
ed me  to  inform  you  that  the  Berlin  and  Milsa 
decrees  must  not  be  applied  to  any  American 
vessels  that  have  entered  our  ports  rince  the 
first  of  November,  or  may  enter  in  future ;  and 
that  those  which  have  been  sequestered,  as  be* 
ing  in  contravention  of  these  decrees^  must  he 
the  object  of  a  special  reports" 

Here,  sir,  we  find  these  two  officers,  by  di* 
rection  of  their  master,  explicitly  reoogniziog 
the  existence  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  deoreea^ 
and  suspending  their  operation  not  as  to  seques- 
tration, but  only  as  to  condenmation.  Not  only 
those  which  had  arrived  after  the  first  of  Ko- 
vember,  but  those  which  should  thereafter  ar- 
rive, were  to  be  held  in  a  state  of  sequestra- 
tion, and  to  be  subject  to  a  special  report.  With 
this  plain  statement  before  their  eyes,  will  gen- 
tlemen assert,  can  they  possibly  believe,  that 
the  decrees  were  revoked  and  ceased  to  hare 
efiEect  on  the  first  of  November  ?  They  surely 
cannot.  If;  then,  the  declaration  of  the  fifth  oif 
August  is  proved  to  be  false,  and  the  assnrafice 
that  the  decrees  should  cease  to  have  effect 
after  the  ^rst  of  November  was  mere  delusion, 
what  becomes  of  the  act  of  the  first  of  May, 
and  of  the  Prendent^  proclamation  t  Sir,  they 
are  mere  dead  letters,  naving  no  binding  force 
or  operation.  The  practical  operation  of  the  act 
of  the  first  of  May  was  to  depend  upon  the  per- 
formance of  certain  conditions  on  the  part  of 
one  or  the  other  of  the  belligerenta.  and  the 
President's  proclamation  was  mtenoed  as  a 
mere  notification  of  such  performance.  Admit- 
ting, then,  that  a  faithful  performance  of  the 
pledge  of  the  fifth  of  August,  on  the  part  ci 
France,  would  have  had  a  binding  force  on  us 
to  carry  our  part  of  the  agreement  into  effect, 
can  any  man  under  the  existing  circumstances 
believe  we  are  so  bound  ?  Can  a  violation  of  a 
solemn  pledge  confer  an  obligation  which  was 
only  intended  to  be  orecU»d  on  the  complete  fill- 
fihnent  of  that  pledge  ?  Surely  not  Sir,  the 
law  of  the  first  of  May,  professed,  on  the  fuce  of 
it,  to  be  impartial  towards  the  two  nations  who 
have  violated  our  rights.  It  promised  that,  if 
either  would  so  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts  as 
that  they  should  cease  to  violate  the  neutral 
commerce  of  the  United  Statea,  in  that  case 
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certain  restriotivd  measures  should  be  reyived 
against  the  other.  Have  either  complied  t 
France  did,  indeed,  make  a  declaration  that  her 
edicts  were  revoked,  and  should  cease  to  have 
effect  on  a  certain  day.  That  day  has  long  since 
passed,  and,  for  any  thiug  we  know,  those 
edicU  are  in  full  operation.  Nay,  we  have  pos- 
itive proof  of  their  active  existence,  nearly  two 
months  after  they  were  to  have  ceased ;  for,  on 
the  25  th  of  December,  Iheir  operation  as  to  the 
condemnation  of  American  property  was  sus- 
pended, while  their  power  to  sequester  was  ab- 
aolatelj  recognized  and  continued.  With  such 
glaring,  such  positive  proof  before  our  oyes,  of 
the  perfidy  of  France,  we  are  about  to  act  as 
though  we  believed  she  had  performed  her  prom- 
ise with  the  utmost  good  faith.  Nay,  more, 
sir  ;  if  she  had,  indeed,  complied  with  her  en- 
gagement, she  could  require  nothing  more  of 
us  than  the  act  of  the  1st  of  May  last :  that  was 
the  full  amount  of  our  engagement,  tne  utmost 
limit  of  our  bond.  Upon,  and  in  consequence 
of  that,  was  the  Emperor's  promise  founded. 
Yet  we  are  not  satisfied  with  that ;  persisting, 
in  the  face  of  the  most  positive  and  conclusive 
testimony  to  the  contrary,  to  affect  to  believe 
that  he  has  performed  his  promise,  we  are  go- 
ing beyond  our  contract ;  and,  lest  some  doubts 
should  arise  of  the  Emperor's  want  of  faith,  lest 
our  courts  should  decide,  as  they  must  decide, 
that  the  decrees  being  still  in  force,  the  act  of 
the  first  of  May  is  a  mere-  dead  letter,  we  are 
about  to  volunteer  our  services,  and,  by  the  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  now  under  consideration,  to  re- 
vive those  sections  of  the  old  non-intercourse 
law  which  were  intended  in  a  certain  event  to 
have  been  revived  by  the  act  of  the  first  of 
May ;  to  revive  them  against  Great  Britain,  and 
that  without  exacting  any  conditions  on  the 
part  of  France.  And  must  this  sacrifice  be 
made  in  order  to  bolster  up  the  President's  pro- 
clamation so  prematurely  issued?  Must  the 
best  interests  of  the  nation  be  put  to  hazard  to 
save  him  the  mortification  of  acknowledging 
his  error  and  retracing  his  steps  ?  Here,  I  fear, 
lies  the  true  motive  for  our  present  procedure. 
This  restrictive  system  is  now  to  be  revived 
against  England,  the  French  decrees  being  in 
full  force  and  operation  against  us  at  the  same 
time.  Is  this  an  honest  neutrality  ?  Is  it  equal 
and  exact  justice  to  those  two  nations  ?  Is  it 
not  rewarding  the  perfidy  of  the  one  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  other,  and  at  the  expense  of  our- 
sdves?  Let  us  be  cautious  how  we  proceed  in 
this  course.  If  France  choose,  in  consequence 
of  our  non-intercourse  law  of  1809,  which  was 
equal  in  its  operation  as  to  both  nations,  to  take 
it  so  much  in  dudgeon  as  to  confiscate  the 
whole  of  the  American  property  within  her 
power,  even  that  which  had  sought  the  rights 
of  hospitality  in  her  ports,  how  much  more  may 
Great  Britain  feel  herself  Justified  in  retaliating 
on  this  most  partial  and  unjust  measure  which 
we  are  about  to  adopt  against  her,  by  confiscat- 
ing the  millions  of  our  property  now  within  her 
power.  And  if  we  have  been  silent  under  the 
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former,  and  have  apparently  acquiesced  in  it, 
what  shall  we,  what  can  we,  say,  in  case  the 
latter  event  should  take  place  f  But,  sir,  the 
apologists  of  France  tell  us  that  His  Majesty,  the 
Emperor,  has  pledged  his  royal  word  that  the 
decrees  shall  cease  to  operate  as  it  respects  us  ; 
and  that,  though  he  has  thought  proper  to  post- 
pone the  measure  from  the  first  of  November  to 
the  second  of  February,  he  has  only  done  so  in 
order  to  ascertain  whether  we  mean  to  go  on  to 
fulfil  our  engagements  with  good  faith  ;  that  he 
is  only  holding  our  property  seized  since  the 
first  of  November  as  security  for  our  perform- 
ance ;  and  that,  when  he  finds  we  are  deter- 
mined to  resist  the  illegal  orders  and  blockades 
of  Great  Britain,  he  will  give  up  the  property  of 
our  citizens.  How  insulting,  this,  to  American 
feelings,  to  be  told  that  a  total  violation  of  faith 
on  the  part  of  this  man  is  excusable,  because  he 
chooses  to  suspect  our  faith.  But,  sir,  do  these 
people  really  believe  the  property  of  our  citi- 
zens will  be  given  up  after  the  second  of  Feb- 
ruary, and  in  consequence  of  the  measure  we 
are  now  about  to  adopt?  When  did  that  vora- 
cious monster  ever  disgorge  the  plunder  he  had 
once  received  into  his  insatiable  maw  ?  Of  the 
millions  upon  millions  of  which  he  has,  at  differ- 
ent times,  and  under  various  pretexts,  plunder- 
ed our  unsuspecting  citizens,  where  is  the  in* 
stance  of  a  single  doUar  returning  to  its  rightful 
owner?  No,  sir,  let  it  once  get  within  his  iron 
grasp,  and  it  is  lost  forever.  The  present  meas- 
ure IS  evidently  intended  as  a  propitiatory  sa- 
crifice to  conciliate  Napoleon — to  induce  him 
to  become  our  fi-iend,  and  to  cease  to  rob  and 
plunder  our  defenceless  citizens.  Is  it  calculat- 
ed to  produce  this  effect  ?  Short-sighted  as  we 
confessedly  are,  sir,  I  should  suppose  we  can 
scarcely  be  such  silly  politicians  as  to  expect 
such  an  effect  from  such  a  measure.  A  brief 
view  of  the  course  which  has  been  pursued,  and 
is  pursuing,  by  the  Emperor  of  France,  must 
produce  a  conviction  in  every  unpreiudiced 
mind,  that  he  is  not  to  be  diverted  from  his  pur- 
pose by  a  toy  like  this.  Sir,  it  must  be  evident 
to  every  mind  that  his  ambition  soars  to  univer- 
sal conquest.  To  this  point  all  his  measures 
tend — every  other  consideration  is  made  to 
yield.  For  the  accomplishment  of  this  object, 
almost  every  nation  on  the  Continent  of  Europe 
has  been  insulted,  plundered,  and  subdued.  To 
this  end  the  external  commerce  of  the  conti- 
nent has  been  annihilated,  the  agricultural  and 
manufacturing  interests  nave  been  depressed, 
and  mUlions  of  his  own  subjects,  and  those  of 
nations  under  his  influence,  impoverished  and 
ruined.  But  there  is  one  impediment  to  his 
gigantic  project.  Britain,  proud,  haughty  Brit- 
ain, stands  in  the  way,  and  puts  a  stop  to  his 
career.  Isolated,  as  she  happily  is,  and  the 
proud  mistress  of  the  ocean,  she  presents  an 
impenetrable  barrier  to  his  ambitious  views. 
But  Britain  must  be  humbled,  she  must  be  sub- 
dued. Her  power  on  the  ocean  must  be  de- 
stroyed ;  and,  to  effect  this,  she  must  be  attack- 
ed through  her  commerce  and  manufactures. 
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For  this  pnrpoae,  what  he  is  pleased  to  oaU  his 
great  continental  system  has  heen  devised  and 
rigorooslj  enforced.  Finding  that  all  his  re- 
strictions and  confiscations,  aided  by  all  his  civil 
and  military  power,  could  not  prevent  the  in- 
troduction of  British  merchandise  upon  the 
continent,  he  has  resorted  to  a  plan  which  prom- 
ises to  be  more  effectual.  Regardless  of  the 
rights  and  interests  of  his  subjects,  he  does  not 
inquire  whose  the  property  may  be  ;  if  it  is  of 
British  origin  it  is  committed  to  the  flames. 
Such  is  his  plan  ;  such  are  the  efforts  and  sa- 
crifices he  is  making  to  insure  its  accomplish- 
ment. And  yet,  Mr.  Ohairman,  it  would  seem 
as  if  we  had  the  consummate  folly  to  believe 
that  we  can  appease  this  merciless  tyrant  by  so 
weak,  so  silly,  so  futile  a  measure  as  this  one 
now  under  consideration.  We  seem  to  have 
the  madness  to  believe  that  this  man,  after  the 
Immense  sacrifices  he  has  made  for  the  attain- 
ment of  his  object,  would  yield  that  ol^eot  iq 
our  favor,  and  in  order  to  be  upon  fnendly 
terms  with  us  would  forego  all  other  considera- 
tions. And  from  what  premises  is  such  a  con- 
clusion drawn  ?  Is  it  from  his  past  treatment  of 
119?  Let  us,  Mr.  Chairman,  take  a  brief  review 
of  his  past  conduct  towards  us,  in  order  to  see 
what  we  may  expect  in  future.  It  is  some  years 
.since  he  ordered  our  ships  and  cargoes  to  be 
burned  upon  the  ocean,  and  many  were  burnt 
He  has,  at  various  terms,  and  under  different 
pretexts,  seized  and  confiscated  the  property  of 
our  citizens  on  the  ocean,  and  in  his  ports,  and 
in  the  ports  of  his  vassals.  No  longer  ago  than 
last  spring,  he  told  us  that  we  were  without  just 
political  views,  without  honor,  without  energy ; 
and  that,  after  refusing  to  fight  for  honor,  we 
might  find  it  necessary  to  fight  for  interest. 
Xhis  insulting  declaration,  which  was  dated  on 
the  14th  of  February,  was  followed  on  the  28d 
of  March  by  the  Rambouillet  decree,  which  con- 
fiscated all  American  vessels  and  cargoes  which 
had  arrived  from  the  20th  of  May,  1809,  or 
should  thereafter  arrive  in  any  port  of  France, 
her  allies,  or.  those  occupied  by  her  arms.  Thus 
was  from  twenty  to  thirty  millions  of  the  prop- 
erty of  our  unsuspecting  and  confiding  citizens, 
who  had  soi^ght  the  rights  of  hospitfuity  in  his 
ports,  sacrificed  without  a  pretext,  or  with  a 
pretext  which  added  to  the  injury.  Rnding, 
after  this  gross  violation  of  every  principle 
which  ought  to  govern  honest  and  honorable 
nations,  l£at  our  merchants,  taught  by  sad  ex- 
perience that  there  was  no  safety  within  the 
range  of  his  power,  would  venture  there  no 
more,  he  found  it  necessary  to  throw  out  another 
lure  to  entice  the  unwaiy  within  his  reach.  His 
tone  is  now  suddenly  changed.  Instead  of  the 
haughty  and  insultine  lyianti  he  assumes  the 
ahape  of  a  fond  and  aoating  lover.  ^*  His  Ma- 
jesty loves  the  Americans.  Their  prosperity 
and  their  conuneroe  are  within  the  scope  of  his 
,polioy .  He  is  pleased  in  aggrandizing  the  Unit- 
ed States.^'  Yes,  truly.  His  Majesty  loves  the 
Americans  1  If  not  for  our  persons,  yet  for  onr 
{iroperl^,  he  has  given  thd  most  ample  and  con- 


vincing proofs  of  his  love.  These  sugared  words, 
displaying  so  much  of  the  milk  of  human  kind- 
ness, seem  to  have  perfectly  reconciled  us  to  hii 
loving  Majesty,  and  to  have  quite  obliterated 
the  remembrance  of  his  harsh  and  unkind  lan- 
guage so  lately  used  towards  us.  And  not  only 
so,  but  it  seems  to  have  fuDy  compensated  us 
for  all  his  robberies ;  and  we  forbear  to  tOQch 
that  string,  lest  he  might  be  somewhat  ruffled, 
and  once  more  induced  to  vent  his  anger  on  iu. 
But  lest  his  bare  professions  of  love  should  not 
have  the  desired  effect  of  inducing  the  Ameri- 
cans once  more  to  place  their  property  within 
bis  power,  he  directed  his  lliQnister  to  declare 
that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were  revok- 
ed, and  should  cease  to  have  effect  after  the 
first  of  November.  Our  AdministratioD,  con- 
fiding in  his  assurances,  in  the  hce  of  all  his 
previous  conduct,  published  the  proclamatioa 
of  the  second  of  November,  and  thereby  assist- 
ed in  deceiving  our  too  credulous  citizens.  But 
few,  however,  ventured  to  place  trust  in  him ; 
and  those  who  did,  have  met  with  a  fate  which 
every  man  of  refiection  ought  to  have  anticipat- 
ed. If,  sir,  sudi  has  been  the  coarse  of  that 
man^s  conduct  towards  us,  (and  that  it  has,  I 
i^peal  to  all  the  documents  which  have  been 
laid  before  us,^  I  would  ask  why  are  we  calkd 
upon  to  pass  tne  section  now  under  considera- 
tion?  To  me,  it  is  matter  of  mystery  and 
astonishment. 


Moin>JLT,  February  25. 
Comm&rcial  Intere&urae, 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  Saturday  last,  to  wit,  the 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  ^^  An  act 
concerning  the  commercial  intercourse  hetw^een 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  France, 
and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes,^ 
and  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House.  The  said  amend- 
ments  were  read  at  the  clerk^s  table. 

Mr.  QnmoY. — ^Mr.  Speaker :  The  amendments 
contained  in  the  sections  under  consideration, 
contemplate  the  continuance  and  enforcement 
of  the  non-intercourse  law.  This  proportion 
presents  a  great,  an  elevated  and  essential  topic 
of  discussion,  due  to  the  occanon,  and  «^ined 
by  this  people,  which  comprehends  within  the 
sphere  and  analogies  of  just  ar^^oment,  the  chief 
of  those  questions^  the  decision  of  which,  at 
this  day,  involves  the  peace,  the  h^piness,  and 
honor  of  this  nation,  n  hatever  has  a  tendency 
to  show,  that  if  the  system  of  non-intercoorse 
exist,  it  ought  not  to  be  continued ;  or,  that  if 
it  do  not  exist,  it  ought  not  to  be  revived; 
whatever  has  a  tendency  to  prove,  that  we  are 
under  no  obligation  to  persist  in  it,  nor  under 
any  obligation  to  abandon  it,  is  now  within  the 
Mr  range  of  debate. 

After  long  delay,  and  much  coy  demeanor, 
the  Administration  of  this  country  have  conde- 
scended to  develop  theur  policy.  Though  they 
have  not  spoken  to  our  mortal  ean^  with  their 
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flesblj  tongues,  yet  thej  have  whispered  their 
purposes  through  the  constituted  organs  of  this 
House.  And  these  are  the  features  of  the  policy 
'  which  they  recommend :  it  is  proposed  to  grant 
particular  and  individual  relief  from  anticipated 
oppressioDs  of  the  commercial  restrictive  ^stem. 
It  is  proposed  to  perpetuate  that  system,  inde- 
finitely, and  leave  our  citizens,  still  longer,  sub- 
^t  to  its  embarrassments,  its  uncertainty  and 
Its  terrors.  The  chairman  of  our  Committee  of 
Forei^  Relations,  (Mr.  Eppes,)  at  the  time  he 
introduced  these  amendments  to  the  House,  ex- 
hibitc^d  the  true  character  of  this  policy,  when 
he  told   us  that  it  was  "modelled  upon  the 

Srinciple  not  to  turn  over  to  the  Judiciary  the 
edfiioa  of  the  existence  of  the  non-intercourse 
law,  but  to  make  it  the  subject  of  legislative 
declaration."  In  other  words,  it  is  found  that 
the  m^ority  of  this  House  have  too  much  policy 
to  deny,  and  too  much  principle  to  assert,  that 
the  fiict,  on  which,  and  on  which  alone,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  was  authorized 
to  issue  his  proclamation  of  the  second  of  No- 
vember last,  has  occurred.  A  scheme  has, 
therefore,  been  devised,  by  which,  without  any 
embarraasmenl  on  this  intricate  point,  the  con- 
tinuance and  enforcement  of  non-intercourse 
may  be  insured,  and  toils,  acceptable  to  France, 
woven  by  the  hands  of  our  own  Administration, 
q>read  over  almost  the  only  remaining  avenue 
of  our  commercial  hope. 

The  proposition,  contained  in  these  amend- 
ments, has  velation  to  the  most  momentous  and 
most  elevated  of  our  legislative  obligations. 
We  arc  not,  now,  about  to  discuss  the  nolicy 
by  which  a  princely  pirate  may  be  persuaaed  to 
relinquish  his  plunder ;  nor  yet  the  expectation 
entertained  of  relivxation,  in  her  belligerent  sys- 
tem, of  a  hai^hty,  and  perhaps  jealous  rival ; 
nor  yet  the  fiuth  which  we  owe  to  a  treacherous 
tyrant;  nor  yet  the  fond,  but  frail  hopes  of 
favors  from  a  British  regency,  melting  into  our 
arms,  in  the  honeymoon  of  power.  The  obliga- 
tions which  daim  our  observance  are  of  a  nature 
much  more  tender  and  imperious ;  the  obliga- 
tions which,  as  Representatives,  we  owe  to  our 
constituents;  the  allegiance  by  which  we  are 
boand  to  the  American  people :  the  obedience 
which  is  due  to  that  solenm  f&ith,  by  which  we 
are  pledged  to  protect  their  peace,  their  prosperi- 
ty, and  their  honor.  All  these  high  considera- 
tions are  materially  connected  with  this  policy. 
It  is  not  my  intention,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  dilate 
on  the  general  nature  and  effects  of  this  com- 
mercial restrictive  system.  It  is  no  longer  a 
matter  of  speculation.  We  have  no  need  to 
resort  for  iUnstration  of  its  nature  to  the  twi- 
light lustre  of  history,  nor  yet  to  Uie  vibrating 
hrightness  of  human  intellect,  ^e  have  expe- 
rience of  its  effects.  They  are  above,  around, 
and  beneath  us.  They  paralyze,  the  enterprise 
of  your  cities.  They  sicken  the  industrv  of 
jonr  fields.  They  deprive  the  laborer  and  the 
medianic  of  his  employment.  They  subtract 
from  the  husbandman  and  planter  the  just  re- 
-ward  for  that  product  which  he  has  moistened 


with  the  sweat  of  his  brow.  They  crush  indi- 
viduals, in  the  ruins  of  theur  most  flattering 
hopes,  and  shake  the  deep-rooted  fiEibric  of  gen- 
eral prosperity. 

It  will,  however,  be  necessary  to  say  a  word 
on  the  general  nature  of  this  system.  Not  so 
much  for  the  purpose  of  elucidating,  as  to  clear 
the  way,  and  give  distinctness  to  the  course  of 
my  argument  It  will  also  be  useful  to  deprive 
the  advocates  of  this  ^stem  of  those  colors  and 
popular  lures,  to  which  they  resort,  on  a  subject 
in  no  way  connected  with  the  objects  with 
which  they  associate  it. 

My  argument  proceeds  upon  the  assumption 
of  the  irrelevancy  of  four  topics,  usually  adduced 
in  support  of  the  system  contained  in  the  law 
of  May,  1810,  and  of  March,  1809 ;  commonly 
called  the  non-intercourse  system.  I  take  for 
granted  that  it  is  not  advantageous;  in  other 
words,  that  it  is  injurious ;  that  it  is  not  fiscal 
in  its  nature ;  nor  protective  of  manufactures ; 
nor  competent  to  coerce  either  belligerent. 
That  it  is  injurious  is  cert^n,  not  only  l^cause 
it  is  deprecated  by  that  part  of  t^e  community 
which  it  directly  affects,  but  because  no  man 
advocates  it  as  a  pennanent  system,  and  every 
one  declares  his  desire  to  be  rid  of  it  Fiscal 
it  cannot  be,  because  it  prohibits  commerce, 
and  consequently  revenue;  and  by  the  high 
price  and  great  demand  for  foreign  articles, 
which  it  produces,  encourages  smugging.  Pro- 
tective of  manufactures  it  cannot  be,  because  it 
is  indiscriminate  in  its  provisions  ana  uncertain 
in  its  duration;  and  this  uncertainty  depends, 
not  on  our  legislative  discretion,  but  on,  the 
caprice  of  foreign  powers ;  our  enemies,  or 
rivals.  No  commercial  system,  which  is  indis- 
criminate in  its  restrictions,  can  be  genendly 
protective  to  manufactures.  It  may  give  a 
forced  vivacity  to  a  few  particular  manufac- 
tures. But  in  all  countries,  some,  and  in  this, 
almost  all  manufactures,  depend,  either  for  in- 
struments or  subjects,  on  foreign  supply.  But, 
if  this  were  not  the  case,  a  system,  whose  con- 
tinuance depended  upon  the  will  or  the  ever 
variant  policy  of  foreign  nations,  can  never  offer 
such  an  inducement  to  the  ci^italist,  as  will 
encourage  him  to  make  extensive  investments, 
in  establishments  resting  on  such  precarious 
foundations.  As  to  tlie  incompetency  of  this 
system  to  coerce  either  belligerent,  I  take  that 
for  granted,  because  no  man,  as  fieu:  as  I  recollect 
ever  pretended  it;  at  least  no  man  ever  did 
show,  by  any  analysis,  or  detailed  examination 
of  its  relative  effects  on  us,  and  either  belliger- 
ent, that  it  would  necessarily  coerce  either  out 
of  that  policy  which  it  was  proposed  to  copn- 
teract.  Embargo  had  its  friends.  There  were 
those  who  had  a  confidence  in  its  success.  But 
who  was  ever  the  friend  of  non-intercourse  t 
Who  ever  pretended  to  believe  in  its  efficacv  ? 
The  embargo  had  a  known  ori^pn,  and  the 
features  of  its  character  were  distinct.  But 
"^  where,  and  what  was  this  execrable  shape — 
if  shape  it  may  be  called,  which  shape  has 
none  t "   We  all  know  that  the  non-intercourse 
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was  not  the  product  of  any  prospective  intelli- 
gence. It  was  the  resalt  of  the  casoal  coDcnr- 
renoe  of  chaotic  opinions.  It  was  agreed  upon, 
because  the  msgority  could  agree  upon  noth- 
ing else.  They  who  introduced  it,  abjured  it. 
They  who  advocated  it,  did  not  wish,  and 
scarcely  knew  its  use.  And  now  that  it  is  said 
to  be  extended  over  us,  no  man,  in  this  nation, 
who  values  his  reputation,  will  take  his  Bible 
oath  that  it  is  in  effectual  and  legal  operation. 
There  is  an  old  riddle  on  a  cofiSn,  which  I  pre- 
sume we  all  learned  when  we  were  bov^  that 
is  as  perfect  a  representation  of  the  origin,  pro- 
gress, and  present  state  of  this  thing,  called 
non-intercourse,  as  is  possible  to  be  conceived. 
**  There  was  a  man  bespoke  a  thing, 
'Which  when  the  maker  home  did  bring, 
That  same  maker  did  refuse  it ;  % 

The  man  that  spoke  for  it  did  not  nae  it, 
And  he  who  had  it  did  not  know 
Whether  he  had  it; — ^yea,  or  no.** 

True  it  is,  that  if  this  non-intercourse  shall 
ever  be,  in  reality,  extended  over  us,  the  simili- 
tude will  fail,  in  a  material  point.  The  poor 
tenant  of  the  coffin  is  ignorapt  of  his  state. 
But  the  poor  people  of  the  United  States  will 
be,  Htercdly,  buried  alive  in  non-intercourse; 
and  realize  the  grave  closing  on  themselves  and 
their  hopes  with  a  full  and  cruel  consciousness 
of  all  the  horrors  of  their  condition. 

For  these  reasons,  I  put  all  such  common- 
place topics  out  of  the  field  of  debate.  This, 
then,  is  the  state  of  my  argument ;  that  as  this 
non-intercourse  system  is  not  fiscal,  nor  pro- 
tective of  manufactures,  nor  competent  to  co- 
erce, and  is  ii^urious,  it  ought  to  be  abandoned, 
unless  we  are  bound  to  persist  in  it,  by  imperi- 
ous obligations.  My  object  will  be  to  show 
that  no  such  obligations  exist ;  that  the  present 
is  a  favorable  opportunity,  not  to  be  suffered  to 
escape,  totally  to  relinquish  it;  that  it  is  time 
to  manage  our  own  commercial  concerns,  ac- 
cording to  our  own  interest;  and  no  longer  put 
them  into  the  keeping  of  tbose  who  hate  or 
those  who  envy  their  prosperity ;  {hat  we  are 
the  constituted  shepherds,  and  ought  no  more 
to  transfer  our  custody  to  the  wolves. 

It  is  agreed,  on  all  sides,  that  it  is  desirable 
to  abandon  this  commercial  restrictive  system. 
But  the  advocates  of  the  measure  now  pro- 
posed, say  that  we  caimot  abandon  it^  because 
our  raith  is  plighted.  Tes,  sir,  our  faith  is 
plighted;  and  that,  too,  to  that  scrupulous  gen- 
tleman, Napoleon ;  a  gentleman  so  distinguiSied 
for  his  own  regfuxl  of  fiuth ;  for  his  kindness 
and  mercies  towards  us;  for  angelic  whiteness 
of  jnoral  character ;  for  overweening  affection 
for  the  American  people  and  their  prosperity. 
Truly,  sir,  it  is  not  to  be  questioned,  but  that 
our  fi&ith  should  be  a  perfect  work  towlbrds  this 
paragon  of  purity.  On  account  of  our  faith, 
plighted  to  him,  it  is  proposed  to  continue  this 
non-intercourse. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  we  may  be  allowed,  T  pre- 
sume, to  inquire  whether  any  such  faith  be 
plighted.    I  trust  we  are  yet  freemen.    We  are 


not  yet  so  far  sunk  in  servility,  that  we  are  fo^ 
bidden  to  examine  into  the  grounds  of  our  na- 
tional obligations.  Under  a  belief  that  this  i; 
permitted,  I  shall  enter  upon  the  task,  and  in- 
quire whence  they  arise  and  what  is  their 
nature. 

Whence  they  arise  is  agreed.  Our  oblin- 
tions  result,  if  any  exist,  under  the  act  of  Uaj 
the  first,  1810,  called  *'  An  act  concemhig  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their 
dependencies,  and  for  otlier  purposes.^  It  re- 
mains, therefore,  to  inquire  into  the  character 
of  this  act,  and  the  obligations  ari^ng  under 
itsprovisions. 

Before,  however,  I  proceed,  I  would  premise, 
that  whether  I  shidl  obtun,  I  am  doubtlul,  bnt 
I  am  sure  that  the  nature  of  my  ai^goment  de- 
serves, the  favor  and  prepossession  for  its  8Q^ 
cess,  of  every  member  in  the  House.  My  object 
is  to  show,  that  the  obligation  which  we  owe 
to  the  people  of  the  Unit^  States,  is  a  free  and 
unrestricted  commerce.  The  object  of  those 
who  advocate  these  measures  is  to  show  thit 
the  obligation  we  owe  to  Napoleon  Bonanarte, 
is  a  commerce  restricted  and  enslaved.  Vow, 
as  much  as  our  allegiance  is  due  more  to  the 
people  of  tiie  United  States  than  it  is  to  Napo- 
leon Bonaparte,  just  so  much  ought  my  arga- 
ment  to  be  received  bv  the  American  Congre«, 
with  more  fiivor  and  preposses^on  than  the 
argument  of  those  who  advocate  these  meas- 
ures. It  is  my  intention  to  make  my  coarse  of 
reasoning  as  precise  and  distinct  as  posnble. 
Because  I  invite  scrutiny.  I  contend  for  mj 
countiy  according  to  my  conscientious  concep- 
tions of  its  best  interests.  If  there  be  fallacy, 
detect  it.  My  invitatiou  is  given  to  generots 
disputants.  As  to  your  stump  orators,  who 
utter  low  invective  and  mistake  it  for  wit,  and 

f'oss  personality,  and  pass  it  off  for  argument, 
descend  not  to  their  level ;  nor  recognise  their 
power  to  injure ;  nor  even  to  offend. 

Whatever  obligations  are  incumbent  upon 
this  nation,  in  consequence  of  the  act  of  the 
first  of  May,  1810,  they  result  from  the  foOow- 
ing  section :  *'  And  he  it  further  enacted^  Tltat 
in  case  either  Great  Britain  or  France  shall, 
before  the  third  day  of  March  next,  so  revoke 
or  modify  her  edicts  as  that  they  shall  cease  to 
violate  die  neutral  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  which  fact  the  President  of  the  United 
States  shall  declare  by  proclamation,  and  if  the 
other  nation  shall  not,  within  three  months 
thereafter,  so  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts,  in 
like  manner,  then  the  third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth, 
seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  tenth,  and  eighteenth 
sections  of  the  act,  entitled  ^  ^  act  to  mterdict 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their 
dependencies,  and  for  other  purpoees,*  shaU, 
fh)m  and  after  the  expiration  of  three  months 
firom  the  date  of  the  proclamation  aforesaid,  be 
revived  and  have  full  force  and  effect,  so  far  ai 
relates  to  the  dominions,  colonies,  and  depen- 
dencies of  the  nation  thus  refnsiiig  or  neglect- 
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iog  to  revoke  or  luodity  her  edicts  iti  manner 
aforesaid.  And  the  restrictioils  imposed  by 
this  act  shall,  from  the  date  of  such  proclama- 
tioD,  cease  and  be  discontinued  in  relation  to 
the  nation  revoking  or  modifying  her  decrees, 
iD  the  manner  aforesaid." 

Divested  of  technical  expression,  this  is  the 
abstract  form  of  this  section.  It  provides  that 
a  new  commercial  condition  shall  result,  on  the 
occurrence  of  a  specified  fact ;  which  fact  the 
President  shall  declare.  Qn  this  state  of  the 
subject  I  observe  that  nothing  in  the  act  indi- 
cates whether  the  olject  of  the  United  States, 
in  providing  for  this  eventual  commercial  con- 
dition, was  its  own  benefit,  convenience^  or 
pleasure ;  or  whether  it  was  in  the  nature  of  a 
proffer  to  foreign  nations.  It  will,  however, 
be  agreed  on  all  sides,  that  the  object  was 
either  the  one  or  the  other.  If  the  object  were 
our  own  benefit,  convenience,  or  pleasure^  it 
will  not  be  pretended  that  we  are  under  any 
obligation  to  continue  the  -system.  For  that 
which  was  adopted,  solely  tor  either  of  these 
ends,  may,  whenever  onr  views  concerning 
them  vary,  be  abandoned ;  it  being  the  concern 
of  no  other.  But  it  is  said  that  the  act  was,  in 
truth,  a  proffer  to  the  two  belligerents,  of  com- 
merce to  the  obsequious  nation,  prohibition  of 
commerce  to  the  contumacious  nation.  If  this 
were  tlie  case,  I  shall  agree,  for  the  sake  of 
argument,  that  it  ought  to  be  ftilfilled  to  the 
fuU'  extent  of  the  terms.  But  inasmuch  as  there 
is,  in  the  terms  of  the  act,  no  indication  of  such 
a  proffer,  it  follows  that  its  nature  must  arise 
from  the  circumstances  of  the  case;  and  that 
the  whole  of  the  obligation,  whatever  it  is, 
grows  out  of  an  honorable  understanding,  and 
nothing  else.  As  such,  I  admit,  it  should  be 
honorably  fulfilled.  The  nature  of  this  proffer 
is  that  of  a  proposition  upon  terms.  Now  what 
1  say  isy  and  it  is  the  foundation  of  my  ail- 
ment, that  whoever  claims  an  honorable  com- 
pliance with  such  a  proposition,  must  be  able 
to  show,  on  his  part,  an  honorable  acceptance 
and  Mtilment  of  the  terms.  The  terms  our 
act  proposed  were — an  act  to  be  done ;  an  effect 
to  be  produced.  The  act  to  be  done  was,  the 
revocation  or  modification  of  the  edicts.  The 
effect  to  be  produced  was  that  this  revocation 
or  nH>dification  should  be  such  as  that  these 
edicts  should  ''cease  to  violate  our  neutral 
ecHnmerce."  Now  the  questions  which  result 
are,  has  the  act  been  done?  If  done,  has  it 
been  so  done  as  to  amount  to  an  honorable  ful- 
filment or  acceptance  oi  onr  terms?  The  ex- 
amination of  these  two  p(^ints  will  explain  the 
real  situation  of  these  United  States,  and  the 
actoal  state  of  their  obligations. 

In  considering  the  question. whether  the  fact 
of  revocation,  or  modification,  has  occurred,  it 
15  unfortunate  that  it  does  involve,  at  least  in 
popular  estimation,  the  propriety  of  the  pro- 
diunation,  issued  on  the  second  of  November 
last,  by  the  President  of  the  United  States.  I 
regret,  as  much  as  any  one,  that  such  is  the 
state  of  things,  that  the  question,  whether  a 


foreign  despot  has  done  a  particular  act,  seems 
necessarily  to  be  connected  with  the  question 
concerning  the  prudence  and  perspicacity  with 
which  our  own  Chief  Magistrate  has  done  an- 
other act  I  say  in  popular  estimation  these 
subjects  seem  so  connected.  I  do  not  think 
that,  in  the  estimation  of  wise  and  reflecting 
men,  they  are  necessarily  thus  connected.  For 
the  fact  might  not  have  occurred  precisely  in 
the  form  contemplated  by  the  act  of  May,  1810, 
and  yet  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
issuing  his  proclamation,,  might  be  either  iusti- 
fiable  or  excusable.  It  might  be  justifiable. 
A  power  intrusted  to  a  politician  to  be  used  on 
the  occurrence  of  a  particuliu'  event,  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  a  particular  end,  he  may 
sometimes  be  justifiable  in  using,  in  a  case 
which  may  not  be  precisely  that  originally  con- 
templated. It  may  be  effectually,  though  not 
formally,  the  same.  It  may  be  equally  eflScient 
in  attaining  the  end.  In  such  a  case  a  politi- 
cian never  will,  and  perhaps  ought  not  to  hesi- 
tate at  taking  the  responsibility,  which  arises 
from  doing  the  act  in  a  case  not  coming  within 
the  verbal  scope  of  his  authority.  Thus,  in  the 
present  instance.  The  President  of  the  United 
States  might  have  deemed  the  terms,  in  the 
letter  of  the  Duke  of  Gadore,  such  as  gave  a 
reasonable  expectation  of  acceptance  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain.  He  has  taken  the  re- 
sponsibility. He  has  been  deceived.  Neither 
Great  Britiun  accepts  the  terms,  nor  France 
performs  her  engagements.  The  proclamation 
might  thus  have  been  wise,  though  unfortunate 
in  its  result.  And  as  to  excuse,  wiU  it  be  said 
that  there  is  nothing  of  the  sort  in  this  case? 
Why,  sir,  our  Administration  saw  the  Great 
Napoleon,  according  to  his  own  confession, 
over  head  and  ears  in  love  with  the  American 
people.  At  such  a  sight  as  this,  was  it  to  be 
expected  of  flesh  and  blood  that  they  should 
hesitate  to  plunge  into  a  sea  of  bliss,  and  in- 
dulge in  joy  with  such  an  amorous  Cyprian  ? 

But,  whether  the  fact  has  occurred,  on  which 
alone  this  proclamation  could  have  legally  is- 
sued, is  a  material  inquiry  and  cannot  be  evaded, 
let  it  reach  where  or  whom  it  will.  For  with 
this  is  connected  the  essential  condition  of  tills 
country ;  on  this  depends  the  multiplied  rights 
of  our  fellow-citizens,  whose  property  has  been 
or  may  be  seized  or  confiscated  under  this  law: 
and  hence  result  our  obligations,  if  any,  as  is 
pretended,  exist.  It  is  important  here  to  ob- 
serve, that,  according  to  tne  terms  of  the  act 
of  May  1,  1810,  the  law  of  March  1,  1809,  re- 
vives on  the  occurrence  of  the  £fict  required, 
and  not  on  the  proclamation  issued.  If  the 
fact  had  not  occurred,  the  proclamation  is  a 
dead  letter,  and  no  subsequent  performance  of 
the  required  fact,  by  either  belligerent,  can 
retroact  so  as  to  give  validity  to  the  previous 
proclamation.  The  course  required  by  the  act 
of  the  1st  of  May,  1810,  unquestionably  is,  that 
the  fact  required  to  be  done  should  be  prece- 
dent, in  point  of  time,  to  the  right  accrnin^;  to 
issue  the  proclamation;  and  of  consequence 


Digitized  by 


Google 


874 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


E.  <Hr  R.] 


CaWMMWHU  /MBIKMUCrM. 


[FnSUAKT,  Idll. 


that,  hj  DO  construction,  can  any  Bubeeqaent 
performance  of  the  fact  required  operate  back- 
ward to  support  a  proclamation  issued  previous 
to  the  occurrence  of  that  tact  ?  Whenever  this 
fact  is  really  done,  a  new  proclamation  is  re- 
quired to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the 
act,  and  to  give  efficacy  to  them. 

I  am  the  more  particular  in  referring  to  this 
necessary  construction,  resulting  A'om  &e  terms 
of  the  act  of  the  first  of  May  last,  because  it  is 
very  obvious  that  a  different  opinion  did  until 
very  lately,  and  probably  does  now,  prevail  on 
this  floor.  We  all  recollect  what  a  state  of  de- 
pression the  conduct  of  Bonaparte  in  seizing  our 
vessels,  subsequent  to  the  first  of  November, 
produced,  as  soon  as  it  was  known  in  this  House, 
and  what  a  sudden  joy  was  lighted  up  in  it, 
when  the  news  of  the  arrival  of  a  French  Min- 
ister was  communicated.  Great  hopes  were 
entertained  and  expressed,  that  he  would  bring 
some  formal  revocation  of  his  edicts,  or  disa- 
vowal of  the  seizures  which  might  retroact  and 
support  the  proclamation.  It  was  confidently 
expected  that  some  explanation,  at  least  of  these 
outrages,  would  be  contained  in  his  portman- 
teau ;  that  under  his  powder-puff,  or  in  his  snuff 
box,  some  dust  would  be  found  to  throw  into 
the  eyes  of  the  American  people,  which  might 
so  far  blind  the  sense,  as  to  induce  them  to  ac- 
quiesce in  the  enforcement  of  the  non-inter- 
course, without  any  very  scrupulous  scrutiny 
into  the  preformance  of  the  conditions  by  Bona- 
parte. But  alas  I  sir,  the  Minister  is  as  parsi- 
monious as  his  mi'«ster  is  voracious.  He  has  not 
condescended  to  extend  one  particle,  not  one 
pinch  of  comfort  to  the  Administration.  From 
anything  in  the  Messages  of  our  President,  it 
would  not  be  so  much  as  known  that  such  a 
blessed  vision,  as  was  this  new  Envoy,  had 
sainted  his  eyes.  His  communications  preserve 
an  ominous  silence  on  the  topic.  Administra- 
tion, after  all  their  hopes,  have  been  compelled 
to  resort  to  the  old  specific,  and  have  caused  to 
be  tipped  upon  our  tables  a  cart-load  of  sand, 
grit,  and  sawdust,  from  our  metaphysical  me- 
chanic, who  seesaws  at  St.  James',  as  they  pdl 
the  wire  here  in  Washington.  Tes,  sir,  a  letter 
written  on  the  tenth  day  of  December  last,  by 
our  Minister  in  London,  is  seriously  introduced 
to  prove,  by  abstract  reasoning,  that  the  Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees  had  ceased  to  exist  on  the 
first  of  the  preceding  November,  of  whose  ex- 
istence, as  late  as  the  26th  of  last  December,  we 
have,  as  far  as  the  nature  of  things  permit, 
ocular,  auricular,  and  tangible  demonstration. 
And  tne  people  of  this  country  are  invited  to 
believe  the  logic  of  Mr.  Pinkney  in  the  face  of 
the  fact  of  a  continued  seizure  of  all  the  vessels 
which  came  within  the  grasp  of  the  French  cus- 
tom-house, from  the  first  of  November,  down 
to  the  date  of  our  last  accounts ;  and,  in  de- 
fiance of  the  declaration  of  our  Charge  d' Af- 
faires, made  on  the  10th  of  December,  that  *^  it 
will  not  be  pretended  that  the  decrees  have  in 
fact  been  revoked,"  and  in  utter  discredit  of  the 
allegation  of  the  Duke  of  Massa,  made  on  the 


25th  of  the  same  month,  which,  in  effect,  de- 
clares the  Berlin  and  Milsn  decrees  exist,  bj 
declaring  ^^  that  they  shall  remain  suspended." 
Aiter  such  evidence  as  this,  the  question  whether 
a  revocation  or  modification  of  the  edicts  of 
France  has  so  occurred  ^as  that  they  cease  to 
violate  the  neutral  oommeroei  of  the  United 
States,"  does  no  longer  depend  upon  the  snb- 
tieties  of  syllogistic  skill,  nor  is  to  be  dtsprored 
by  any  power  of  lo^cal  illation.  It  is  an  aSair 
of  sense  and  feeling. ,  And  our  citizens,  wbo^e 
property  has  been,  dnoe  the  first  of  November, 
uniformly  seized,  and  of  which  they  are  arow- 
edly  to  be  deprived  three  months,  and  which  is 
then  only  to  be  returned  to  them  on  the  condi- 
tion of  good  behavior,  may  as  soon  be  made  to 
believe,  by  the  teaching  of  philosophy,  that 
their  rights  are  not  violated,  as  a  wretch, 
writhing  under  the  lash  of  the  executioner, 
might  be  made  by  a  course  of  reasoning  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  natural  state  of  his  flesh  was  not 
violated,  and  that  his  shoulders,  out  of  which 
blood  was  flowing  at  every  stroke,  were  in  the 
quiet  enjoyment  of  outicular  ease. 

Whether  the  revocation  expressed  in  the  let- 
ter of  the  Duke  of  Oadore,  was  absolute  or  con- 
ditional, or  whether  the  conditions  woe  pr»> 
cedent  or  subsequent,  in  the  present  state  of  oar 
evidence,  it  seems  scaroelv  important  to  inquire. 
Tet  the  construction  d  that  celebrated  passage, 
in  his  letter  of  the  5th  of  August,  has  been,  ai 
I  have  ever  seen,  given  so  much  in  the  manner 
of  lawyers,  and  so  Uttie  in  that  of  stafesmea, 
that  it  deserves  a  short  elucidation ;  how  moch 
the  words  **  it  being  understood  that,"  in  their 
particular  position  are  worth ;  and  whether  ther 
have  the  effect  of  a  condition  precedent,  or  of  a 
condition  subsequent  A  statesman  will  look 
at  the  terms  contained  in  that  letter  in  a  dif- 
ferent aspect,  not  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 
ing how  much  a  court  of  law  might  be  able  to 
make  of  them,  as  to  discern  in  what  podtion  of 
language  the  writer  intended  to  intrench  him- 
self, and  to  penetrate  his  real  policy,  notwith- 
standing the  veil  in  which  he  chose  to  envelope 
it.  He  will  consider  the  letter  in  oonnectioa 
with  the  general  course  of  French  policy,  and 
the  particular  circumstances  which  produced 
it  By  these  lights,  it  is  scarcely  possble  to 
mistake  the  character  and  true  construction  of 
these  expressions.  Upon  recurring  to  the 
Berlm  and  Mihin  decrees,  it  will  be  found  thai 
they  contain  a  solemn  pledge,  that  **  they  ahaD 
continue  to  be  rigorously  in  force,  as  long  as 
that  (the  English)  Gk)vernment  does  not  retain 
to  the  principle  of  t^e  law  of  nations.**  Their 
determination  to  support  this  pledge,  tiie  FVench 
Government  has  unifoftnlv  and  ondeviatingly 
declared.  They  have  told  as  constantly  that 
they  require  a  previous  revocation  on  the  part 
of  Great  Britain,  as  the  condition  of  their  re- 
scinding those  edicts.  The  question  who  should 
first  revoke  their  edicts  had  come  to  be,  noto- 
riously, a  sort  of  point  of  honor  between  the  tvo 
belligerents.  Perfectly  acquainted  with  this 
state  of  things,  we  have  been  perpetually  ne* 
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gotiating  between  the  one  and  the  other,  and 
contending  with  each  that  it  was  his  duty  pre- 
viously to  revoke.  At  length  the  French  Gov- 
ernment, either  tired  with  onr  solicitations,  or 
more  probably,  seeing  their  own  advantage  in 
onr  anxiety  to  get  rid  of  these  decrees,  which 
yet^  as  an  essential  part  of  its  continental  system 
of  total  commercial  exclusion  it  never  intended 
to  abandon,  devised  this  scheme  of  policy,  which 
has  been  the  source  of  so  much  contest,  and 
has  puzzled  all  the  metaphysicians  in  England 
and  the  United  States.  Cadore  is  directed  to 
say  to  Mr.  Armstrong :  ^*  In  this  new  state  of 
things  I  am  authorized  to  declare  to  you,  sir, 
that  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  re- 
voked, and  that  after  the  first  of  November 
they  will  cease  to  have  effect ;  it  being  under- 
stood that,  in  conseonence  of  this  declaration, 
the  English  shall  revoke  their  Orders  in  Council, 
and  renounce  the  new  principles  of  blocliade 
which  they  have  wished  to  establish ;  or  that 
the  United  States,  conformably  to  the  act  you 
have  just  communicated,  shall  cause  their  rights 
to  be  respected  by  the  English.^'  In  this  curious 
gallimaufry  of  time  present  and  time  future, 
of  doing  and  refraining  to  do,  of  declaration  and 
understanding,  of  English  duties  and  American 
duties,  it  is  easv  to  trace  the  design,  and  see  its 
adaptation  to  the  past  and  piresent  policy  of  the 
French  Emperor.  The  time  present  was  used. 
because  the  act  of  the  United  States  required 
that  previously  to  the  proclamation  the  edicts 
*^ shall  be"  revoked.  And  this  is  the  mighty 
mystery  of  time  present  being  used,  in  express- 
ing an  act  intended  to  be  done  in  time  future. 
For  i^  as  the  order  of  time,  and  the  state  of  in- 
tention indicated,  time  future  had  been  used, 
and  the  letter  of  Cadore  had  said  the  decrees 
shall  be  revoked  on  the  first  of  November  next, 
then  the  proclamation  could  not  be  issued,  be- 
eause  the  President  would  be  obliged  to  wait 
to  have  evidence  that  the  act  had  been  effect- 
ually done.  Now  as  the  French  Emperor 
never  intended  that  it  should  be  effectuated,  and 
yet  meant  to  have  all  the  advantage  of  an  ef- 
feetoal  deed  without  performing  it,  this  nota- 
ble scheme  was  invented.  And,  by  French 
finesse,  and  American  acquiescence,  a  thing  is 
considered  as  effectually  done,  if  the  dedaration 
that  it  is  done  be  made  in  language  of  time 
present,  notwithstanding  the  time  of  perform- 
ance* is  in  the  same  breath  declared  to  be  in 
time  future.  Having  thus  secured  the  concur- 
rence of  the  American  administration,  the  next 
part  of  the  scheme  was  so  to  arrange  the  ex- 
pression that  either  the  British  Grovemment 
should  not  accede,  or  if  it  did  accede,  that  it 
should  secure  to  France  the  point  of  honor — ^a 
previous  revocation  by  the  British ;  and  if  they 
did  not  accede,  that  there  should  be  a  color  for 
seizures  and  sequestrations,  and  thus  still 
further  to  bind  tne  Americans  over  to  their 
good  behavior.  All  this  is  attained  by  this 
well-devised  expression  ^*it  being  understood 
that,  in  consequence  of  this  declaration,  the 
English  shall  revoke**' 


Now,  Great  Britain  either  would  accede  to 
the  terms,  or  she  would  not.  If  she  did,  and 
did  it  as  the  terms  required,  in  consequence  of 
this  declaration,  then  it  must  be  done  previous 
to  the  first  of  jNovember,  and  then  the  point  of 
honor  was  saved  to  France ;  so  that  thus 
France,  by  a  revocation  verbally  present,  effect- 
ually future,  would  attain  an  effectual  previous 
revocation  fh>m  the  English.  But  if,  as  France 
expected  Great  Britain  would  not  trust  in  such 
paper  security,  and  therefore  not  revoke,  pre- 
viously to  the  first  of  November,  then  an  apol- 
ogy might  be  found  for  France,  to  justify  her  in 
refusing  to  effectuate  that  present,  future,  and 
absolute,  conditional  revocation.  And  if  ever 
the  Duke  of  Cadore  shall  condescend,  which  it 
is  probable  he  never  will,  to  reason  with  our 
Government  on  the  subject,  he  may  tell  them 
that  they  knew  that  the  French  Emperor  had 
issued  those  decrees,  upon  the  pledge  that  they 
were  to  continue  untU  the  British  abandoned 
their  maritime  principles ;  that  he  told  us,  over, 
and  over,  and  over  again,  that  previous  revoca- 
tion by  the  British  was  absolutely  required; 
that  for  the  purpose  of  putting  to  trial  the 
sincerity  of  the  British,  he  had  indeed  declared 
that  the  French  decrees  "  are  revoked,"  on  the 
first  day  of  November  ensuing ;  but  then  it 
was  on  the  expresssd  condition  that  in  (xmse" 
quenee  of  that  dedaration^  not  of  the  revoca- 
tion, but  of  tluit  declaration^  the  British  were 
to  revoke^  and,  if  they  did  not,  the  "under- 
standing" was  not  reaHzed;  and  his  rights  of 
enforcing  his  system  remained  to  him.  And  I 
confess  I  do  not  well  see  what  answer  can  be 
made  to  such  an  argument  Let  us  examine 
the  case  in  common  life.  You,  Mr.  Speaker, 
have  two  separate  tracts  of  land,  each  lying 
behind  the  farms  of  A  and  B,  so  that  you  can- 
not get  to  one  of  the  tracts,  without  going  over 
the  farm  of  A,  nor  to  the  other  tract  without 
going  over  the  farm  of  B.  For  some  cause  or 
other,  both  A  and  B  have  a  mutual  interest 
that  you  should  enjoy  the  right  of  passage  to 
your  tract,  over  the  farm  of  each  respectively. 
A  and  B  get  into  quarrels  and  wish  to  involve 
you  in  the  dispute.  You  keep  aloof,  but  are 
perpetually  negotiating  with  each  for  your  old 
right  of  passage-wav,  and  telling  each  that  it  is 
owing  to  him  that  the  other  prohibits  your  en- 
joyment of  it.  At  last  A  says  "Come.  We 
will  put  this  B  to  trial.  I  on  this  fifth  day  of 
August,  declare  my  prohibitions  of  passage-way 
are  revoked,  and,  after  the  first  day  of  Novem- 
ber, my  prohibitions  shall  cease  to  have  effect ; 
but,  it  is  understood  that  B,  in  eonMgruenee  of 
this  deelarationy  shall  also  revoke  his  prohibi- 
tion of  passage-way."  If  B  refuses,  does  A, 
under  the  circumstances  of  such  a  declaration, 
violate  any  obligation,  should  he  refuse  to  per- 
mit the  passage  ?  Might  not  A  urge  with  great 
color  and  force  of  argument,  that  this  arrange- 
ment was  the  effect  of  your  solicitation  and  as- 
surance that  B  would  be  tempted  by  such  a 
proffer,  and  that  the  revocation  of  B  was  re- 
quired, by  the  terms,  to  be  the  consequence  of 
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A*8  declaration,  for  the  very  purpose  of  indi' 
eating  that  it  must  be  anterior  to  the  fact  of 
A's  effectual  revocation  ?  But  let  this  be  as  it 
will;  suppose  that  you,  on  the  first  of  Novem- 
ber, in  consequence  of  A^s  assurance,  had  sent 
your  servants  and  teams  to  bring  home  your 
products,  and  A  should  seize  your  oxen,  and 
teams  and  products,  and  drive  your  servants, 
after  having  stripped  them,  from  his  farm,  and 
should  tell  you,  that  he  should  keep  this,  and 
all  other  property  of  yours,  on  which  he  can 
lay  his  hands,  for  three  months,  and  then  he 
should  restore  it  to  you,  or  not,  as  he  saw  fit, 
according  to  his  opinion  of  your  good  behavior. 
I  ask,  if,  in  any  sense,  you  could  truly  say  that 
on  the  first  day  of  November  the  prohibitions 
or  edicts  of  A  were  so  revoked,  that  they  ceased 
to  violate  your  liberty  of  passage  ?  Sir,  when 
viewed  in  relation  to  common  life,  the  idea  is  so 
absurd,  that  it  would  be  absolutely  abusive  to 
ask  the  question.  I  refer  the  decision  of  so 
simple  a  case  to  the  sound  sense  of  the  Ameri- 
can people,  and  not  to  that  of  ^^  scurvy  politi- 
cians, who  seem  to  see  the  things  they  do  not." 
In  a  condensed  form  my  argument  is  this.  From 
a  revocation  merely  verbcu,  no  obligations  re- 
sult. By  the  terms  of  our  act  the  revocation 
must  be  effectual,  "so  as  the  edict  shall  cease 
to  violate  our  rights."  Now  the  simple  ques- 
tion is,  whether  a  uniform  seizure,  since  the 
first  of  November,  under  those  edicts  (for  none 
other  are  pretended)  of  all  their  property,  and 
holding  it  for  three  months^  to  see  how  they 
will  behave,  be  or  be  not  a  violation  of  the 
rights  of  the  American  people  ?  In  relation  to 
the  revival  by  a  formal  declaration  of  the  non- 
intercourse  system,  as  is  proposed  in  one  of 
these  sections,  I  offer  this  araiment :  Either  the 
fact,  on  which  the  President's  proclamation 
could  alone  have  been  issued,  has  occurred  or 
it  has  not.  If  it  has  occurred,  then  the  law  of 
March,  1809,  is  revived,  and  this  provision,  by  a 
declarative  law,  is  unnecessary.  If  it  have  not 
ooQurred,  then  there  is  no  obligation  to  revive 
it^  for  alone  on  the  occurrence  of  the  specified 
fEtct  does  our  obligation  depend.  In  such  case 
the  revival  by  declaration  is  a  mere  gratuity  to 
Napoleon.  This  is  in  fact  the  true  character  of 
the  law.  As  to  the  provisions  for  relief  of  our 
merchants  against  anticipated  seizure,  I  hold 
them  scarcely  deserving  consideration.  Heaven 
be  praised  we  have  independent  tribunals  and 
intelligent  juries.  Our  judges  are  not  corrupt 
and  our  yeomanry  will  not  be  swayed  in  their 
decisions,  by  the  hope  of  presidential  favors, 
nor  be  guided  by  party  influence.  The  harpies 
of  your  custom-house  dare  as  soon  eat  off  their 
own  daws,  as  thrust  them,  in  t^e  present  state 
of  the  law  of  March,  1809,  into  the  fatness  of 
their  fellow-citizens.  The  timorous  and  light- 
shunning  herd  of  spies  and  informers  have  too 
much  instinct  to  pounce  on  such  a  prey. 

But,  in  order  to  cause  any  obligation  to  result 
mider  the  law  of  May  1, 1610,  it  is  necessary, 
not  only  that  the  &ct  required  be  done,  and  the 
effect  required  produced ;  but  also  the  terms  of 


that  act  must  be  accepted.  The  proffer  we 
made,  if  such  be  the  character  of  that  act,  was 
only  to  revive  the  non-intercourse  law  against 
the  contumacious  belligerent,  after  three  months 
had  expired  from  the  date  of  the  prodamatioD. 
Now  it  is  remarkable,  that,  so  far  from  accept- 
ing the  terms  of  the  propoeitibn  contained  m 
our  act,  as  the  extent  of  our  obligations,  Bona- 
parte expressly  tells  us  that  they  mean  some- 
thing else ;  and  something,  too,  that  no  man  in 
this  House  will  dare  to  aver  they  really  intend. 
It  is  also  remarkable  that  the  terms  of  this 
celebrated  letter  from  the  Duke  of  Cadore,  of 
the  fifth  of  August,  which  have  been  represent- 
ed as  a  relaxation  in  the  rigor  of  the  French 
£mperor's  policy,  are,  in  fact,  something  worse 
than  the  original  terms  of  the  Milan  decree, 
and  that,  instead  of  having  obtained  a  boon 
from  a  friend  in  this  boasted  letter,  our  Ad- 
ministration have  only  caught  a  gripe  from  a 
Tartar.  By  the  terms  of  the  Milan  decree,  it 
was  to  ^'  cease  with  respect  to  all  nations  who 
compelled  the  English  to  respect  their  flag.** 
By  me  terms  of  the  letter  of  Cadore,  it  was  to 
cease  on  condition  that  the  United  States 
'*  cause  their  rights  to  be  respected.*'  Now,  as 
much  as  an  obligation,  of  an  indefinite  extent, 
is  worse  than  a  definite  obligation,  just  so  much 
worse  are  the  terms  of  the  letter  of  Cadore, 
than  the  original  terms  of  the  Ifilan  decree. 
Mr.  Speaker,  let  us  not  be  deceived  concerning 
the  policy  of  the  French  Emperor.  It  is  stem, 
unrelenting,  and  unrelaxing.  So  far  from  any 
deviation  from  his  original  system  being  indi- 
cated in  this  letter  of  the  Duke  of  Cadore,  a 
strict  adherence  to  it  is  formally  and  carefnlly 
expressed.  Ever  since  the  commencement  of 
"his  continental  system,"  as  it  is  called,  the 
policy  of  Ni^leon  has  uniformly  been  to  oblige 
the  United  States  to  efiectual  co-operation  in 
that  system.  As  early  as  the  7th  of  October, 
1807,  his  minister,  Champagny,  wrote  to  Gen- 
eral Armstrong,  that  the  interests  of  all  mari- 
time powers  were  common,  to  unite  in  sopport 
of  their  rights  against  England.  After  thia 
followed  the  embargo,  which  co-operated  effiset- 
ually  at  the  very  criticid  moment,  in  his  great 
plan  of  continental  commercial  restriction.  On 
the  24th  of  the  ensuing  November,  he  resorts 
to  the  same  language — '*  in  violating  the  rights 
of  all  nations  England  has  united  them  all  by  a 
common  interest,  and  it  is  for  them  to  have  re- 
course to  force  against  her."  He  then  proeeeds 
to  invite  the  United  States  to  take  **  with  the 
whole  continent  the  part  of  guaranteeing  itself 
from  her  ^injustice,  and  in  forcing  her  to  a 
peace." 

On  the  15th  of  January,  1808,  he  is  some- 
what more  pointed  and  positive,  as  to  our  effi- 
cient concurrence  in  his  plan  of  policy.  For 
his  Minister,  Champagny,  t^en  tells  us,  that 
"  His  Majesty  has  no  doubt  of  a  declaration  of 
war  against  England  by  the  United  States,"  and 
he  then  proceeds  to  take  the  trouble  of  dedar^ 
ing  war  out  of  our  hands,  and  volunteers  his 
services,  gratuitously,  to  declare  it,  in  our  i 
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and  behidf.  ^*  War  exists  then,  in  fact,  between 
England  and  the  United  States;  and  His  Ma- 
jesty oonsiderB  it  as  declared  from  the  day  on 
wiucfa  England  published  her  decrees.*'  And 
in  order  to  make  assurance  doubly  sure,  he  se- 
qaesltfs  our  vessels  in  his  port^  "until  a  deci- 
sion may  be  had  on  the  dispodtions  to  be  ex- 
pressed hj  the  United  States,"  on  his  proposi- 
tion of  considering  themselyes  *^  associated  in 
the  cause  of  all  the  powers,*'  against  England. 
Now  in  all  this  there  is  no  deception,  and  can 
be  no  mistake,  as  to  the  purpose  of  his  policy. 
He  tells  us,  as  plain  as  language  can  speak,  that 
**b7  causing  our  rights  to  be  respected,"  he 
means  war,  on  his  side,  against  Great  Britain. 
That  **our  interests  are  common" — ^that  he 
considers  us  already  "associates  in  the  war," 
and  that  he  sequesters  our  property  by  way  of 
seeari^  for  our  dispositions.  This  is  his  old 
policy.  I  pray  some  gentlemen  on  the  other 
ride  of  the  House  to  point  out  in  what  it  dif- 
fers from  the  new.  The  letter  of  Cadore  on 
the  fifth  of  August  tells  us,  it  is  expected  that 
we  ^  cause  our  rights  to  be  respected,  in  con- 
formity to  our  act,"  and  the  same  letter  also 
tells  us  what  he  understands  to  be  the  meaning 
of  our  act.  ^  In  short,  Congress  engages  to 
oppose  itself  to  that  one  of  the  belligerent 
powers  which  shall  refuse  to  acknowledge  the 
rights  of  neutrals."  In  other  words,  "by  caus- 
ing onr  rights  to  be  respected,"  he  means  war 
on  his  side  against  Great  Britain.  In  perfect 
conformity  with  this  uniform,  nndeviating  pol- 
icy, his  Minister,  Turreau,  tells  our  Govern- 
ment, in  his  letter  of  the  28th  of  November 
last,  that  ^  the  modifications  to  be  given  to  the 
present  absolute  exclusion  of  our  products  will 
not  depend  upon  the  chance  of  events  but  will 
be  the  result  of  measures,  firm  ana  pursued 
with  perseverance,  which  the  two  Grovernments 
will  continue  to  adq>t  to  withdraw  firom  the 
monopoly  and  from  the  vexations  of  the  com- 
mon enemy  a  commerce  loyal  and  necessary  to 
France  as  well  as  the  United  States."  And  to 
the  end,  that  no  one  feature  of  his  policy  diould 
be  changed,  or  even  appear  to  be  relaxed, 
his  Excellency  the  Puke  of  Massa,  and  his 
Excellency  the  Duke  of  Qaete,  in  their  re- 
q>ective  letters  of  the  25ih  of  December,  de- 
clare, that  the  property  taken,  shall  be  "  only 
sequestered  until  the  United  States  have  f\il- 
filled  their  engagements  to  cause  their  rights  to 
be  respected."  Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  there  a 
num  iu  this  House  bold  enough  to  maintain,  or 
with  capacity  enough  to  point  out,  any  material 
▼ariation  between  the  policy  of  France  to  this 
country,  subsequent  tome  Cadore  letter,  of  the 
5ch  of  August,  and  its  policy  anterior  to  that 
period  t  The  character  of  the  policy  is  one  and 
indivisible.  Bonaparte  had  not  yielded  one 
inch  to  our  Administration.  Now,  as  he  neither 
performed  the  act  required  by  the  law  of  May, 
1810;  nor  produced  the  efiect;  nor  accepted 
the  terms  it  proposed ;  whence  arise  our  obli- 
gations t  How  is  onr  faith  plighted  ?  In  what 
way  are  we  bound  again  to  launch  our  country  I 


into  this  dark  sea  of  restriction ;  surrounded  on 
all  sides  with  perils  and  penalties? 

The  true  nature  of  this  Cadore  policy  is  alone 
to  be  discovered  in  the  character  of  his  master. ' 
Napoleon  is  a  universal  genius.  "•  He  can  ex- 
clumge  shapes  with  Proteus  to  advantage."  He 
hesitates  at  no  means  and  commands  every  skill. 
He  toys  with  the  weak — he  tampers  with  the 
mean — ^he  browbeats  the  haughty — with  the 
cunning  he  is  a  serpent.  For  the  courageous 
he  has  teeth  and  talons.  For  the  cowering  he 
has  hoofs.  He  found  our  Administration  a  pen 
and  ink  gentry — ^parchment  politicians ;  and  he 
has  laid,  for  these  ephemeral  essences,  a  paper 
fiy-trap,  dipped  in  French  honey.  Hercules, 
finding  that  he  could  not  reach  our  Adminis^ 
tration  with  his  club,  and  that  they  were  out 
of  their  wits  at  the  ^ght  of  his  lion's  skin,  has 
condescended  to  meet  them  in  petticoats,  and 
conquer  them,  spinning  at  their  own  distaff. 

As  to  those  who,  after  the  evidence  now  in ' 
our  hands,  deny  that  the  decrees  exist,  I  can  no 
more  reason  with  them  than  with  those  who 
should  deny  the  sun  to  be  in  the  firmament,  at 
noon-day.  The  decrees  revoked  I  The  formal 
statute  act  of  a  despot  revoked  by  the  breath  of 
his  servile  Minister ;  uttered  on  conditions  not 
performed  by  Great  Britain,  and  claiming  terms 
not  intended  to  be  performed  by  us  I  The  fat- 
ness of  our  commerce  secure,  when  every  wind 
of  heaven  is  burdened  with  the  sighs  of  our 
suffering  seamen,  and  the  coast  of  the  whole 
continent  heaped  with  the  plunder  of  our  mer- 
chants I  The  den  of  the  tiger  safe  I  Yet  the 
tracks  of  those  who  ent«*  it  are  innumerable, 
and  not  a  trace  is  to  be  seen  of  a  returning  foot- 
step I  The  den  of  the  tiger  safe  I  While  the 
cry  of  the  mangled  victims  are  heard  through 
the  ad|unantine  walls  of  his  cave  ;  cries,  which 
despair  and  anguish  utter,  and  which  despotism 
itself  cannot  stifle  t 

No,  Mr.  Speaker.  Let  us  speak  the  truth. 
The  act  now  proposed  is  required  by  no  obliga- 
fion.  It  is  wholly  gratuitous.  Call  it  then  bv 
its  proper  name.  The  first  fruit  of  French  al- 
liance. A  token,  a  transatlantic  submission. 
Any  thing  except  an  act  of  an  American  Con- 
gress, the  Representatives  of  freemen. 

The  present  is  the  most  favorable  moment  for 
the  abimdonment  of  these  restrictions,  unless  a 
settled  co-operation  with  the  French  continental 
system  be  determined.    We  have  tendered  the 

E revisions  of  this  act  to  both  belligerents.  Both 
ave  accepted — boHi,  as  principals,  or  by  their 
agents,  have  deceived  us* 

We  talk  of  the  edicts  of  George  the  Third  and 
Napoleon.  Yet  those  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  under  your  law,  are  far  more  de- 
testable to  your  merchants.  Their  edicts  plun- 
dered the  rich.  His  make  those  who  are  poor 
still  poorer.  .Their  decrees  attack  the  extremi- 
ties. His  proclamation  fixes  upon  the  vitals, 
and  checks  the  action  of  the  seat  of  commercial 
Ufe. 

I  know  that  great  hopes  are  entertained  of  re- 
lief from  the  proposed  law,  by  the  prospect  of 
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a  British  regency.  Between  ft  mad  monarch 
and  a  simpering  snccessor,  it  is  expected  the 
whole  system  of  that  nation  will  he  ahandoned. 
Let  gentlemen  heware,  and  not  calculate  too 
certainly  on  the  ftdfilment,  hy  men  in  power,  of 
professicms  made  ont  of  it.  The  majority  need 
not  go  out  of  onr  own  conntry,  nor  heyond 
their  own  practice,  to  be  convinced  how  easily, 
in  such  cases,  proud  promises  may  eyentuaie  in 
meagre  performance. 

The  whole  bearing  of  my  argument  is  to  this 
point.  It  is  time  to  take  our  own  rights  into 
our  own  keeping.  It  is  time,  if  we  will  not  pro- 
tect, to  refram  from  hampering,  by  our  own  acts, 
the  commerce  of  our  country.  Put  your  mer- 
chants no  longer  under  the  guardianship  and 
caprice  of  foreign  powers.  Punish  not,  at  the 
instigation  of  foreigners,  your  own  citizens  for 
following  their  righteous  calling.  We  owe  noth- 
ing to  France.  We  owe  nothing  to  Great  Brit- 
'  ain.  We  owe  every  thing  to  the  American  peo- 
ple. Let  us  show  ourselves  really  independent ; 
and  look  to  a  grateful,  a  powerfiil,  and  then 
united  people,  for  support  against  every  aggres- 
sor. 

Mr.  MxjMFORD. — ^The  gentleman  (Mr.  Qtjinot) 
from  Massachusetts  has  given  us  a  long  talk, 
that  amused  the  House  very  much  with  tropes 
and  figures,  and  I  hope  has  convinced  himself 
that  he  is  right.  I  am  no  advocate  of  either 
belligerent,  I  have  not  much  confidence  in  the 
declarations  of  foreign  Governments.  I  did, 
however,  put  some  confidence  in  the  Erskine 
arrangement,  but  I  was  deceived ;  it  met  my 
approbation,  becaase  I  was  among  those  who 
were  determined  to  settle  our  disputes  with 
Great  Britain  in  our  own  way,  as  an  independ- 
ent nation.  And  I  will  now  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  whether,  if  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  or  any  other  higher  authority 
in  Great  Britain,  should  write  a  letter  to  Sir 
William  Scott,  and  a  circular  letter  to  the  Col- 
lector of  Liverpool,  informing  them  that  the 
Orders  in  Council  did  not  apply  to  American  ves- 
sels from  and  after  the  1st  November,  he  would 
not  deenr  those  letters  to  be  evidence  of  the 
fact?  If  so,  why  not  give  the  same  credence 
to  the  letters  of  the  Duke  of  Massa  and  the 
Due  de  Gaete?  I  wish  to  preserve  the  faith  of 
the  nation.  We  have  been  plundered  by  both 
belligerents,  and  have  as  little  confidence  in  the 
one  as  in  the  other ;  but  without  some  reliance 
on  the  word  of  constituted  authorities  there  is 
an  end  to  all  negotiations.  The  gentleman  says 
that  we  are  about  to  shut  up  *'the  only  avenue 
to  our  commercial  hope."  These  are  his  own 
words.  Let  us  now  examine  this  avenue  to  our 
commercial  hope.  .  I  will  in  the  r  st  place  ask 
the  indulgence  of  the  House  while  I  read  and 
state  some  fBtots  from  a  letter  I  have  Just  re- 
ceived from  Liverpool,  dated  January  8,  of  the 
present  year,  from  one  of  the  most  respectable 
houses  there,  which  states  that  the  importation 
of  cotton  from  the  United  States  was  320,000 
bales  in  1810;  that  there  were  then  145,000 
bales  on  hand;  tobacco  imported  in  the  same 


period,  14,700  hogsheads;  and  notwithstand- 
ing the  consumption,  the  quantity  imported  kept 
the  market  supplied  constantly  witn  about  th« 
same  number  of  hogsheads  throughout  Uie  year 
1810.  Potashes  imported  28,946  barrels,  on 
hand  18,000  barrels:  rice 89,000 imported,  and 
there  remain  on  hand  very  large  supplies. 
Those  are  the  principal  articles  of  the  produce  of 
our  soil  unsold  on  8th  Jannaij,  1811,  in  the 
port  of  Liverpool  alone,  besides  the  quantities 
in  the  other  ports  of  Great  Britain ;  and  the 
same  letter  observes :  "This  supply  checks  any 
attempt  at  speculation,  and  without  an  export 
vent  is  procured,  the  stock  on  hand  must  remm 
unsalable ;  if  the  belligerents  return  to  a  sense 
of  justice,  the  continental  markets  being  in  that 
case  re-opened,  will  require  large  supphes,  and 
cause  our  market  to  rise.''  The  prices  c^  up- 
land cotton  are  stated  at  12d.  sterling  per  Ibl; 
tobacco,  very  prime,  4d.  to  7d.,  middling  qual- 
ity, great  quantity  on  hand,  fit  only  for  conti' 
nental  market,  at  1^  a  4d. ;  pot-ashes  £43  to  £44 
per  ton — rice  19  to  28  per  cwt."  Sir,  there  is 
no  American  merchant  who  can  pursue  that 
commerce,  attended  with  the  enormous  duu^ 
and  duties  imposed  on  those  articles  witboot 
inevitable  ruin ;  and  I  call  to  the  recollection  of 
gentlemen  the  numerous  failures  in  conseqQcnoe 
of  bills  of  exchange  returned  under  protest, 
which  had  been  predicated  on  shipments  to 
British  ports;  and  yet  the  gentleman  from  Maa- 
sachusetts  tells  us  this  is  "the  only  avenne  to 
our  commercial  hope.**  Send  your  vessels  to 
the  Brazils,  you  meet  them  tihere  intriguing 
against  your  oonmierce ;  to  Buenos  Ayres,  job 
find  them  there;  to  Cayenne,  there  also;  to 
Terra  Firma,  you  there  find  them  in  ooiyuno* 
tion  with  Miranda  intriguing  and  oounteractiDg 
your  commerce;  to  Barbadoes,  Surinam,  De- 
merara,  Trinidad,  2£artinique,  Guadaloupe,  Ja- 
maica, &c.,  and  yon  are  met  with  eoormons 
port  charges,  and  duties  amounting  to  prohibi- 
tion on  the  staple  articles  of  the  New  £o^d 
States;  codfish, beef,  pork,  butter,  lard,  t&ea^ 
hams,  d^o.  It  is  true  we  are  admitted  eveiy 
now  and  then,  at  the  mere  will  and  caprice  of 
a  governor,  to  import  into  those  colonies  floor 
at  a  duty  of  one  dollar  per  barrel ;  rice  and  him* 
her  in  proportion;  on  condition  that  you  diall 
not  take  away  any  article  but  mm  and  molas- 
ses, and  this  is  the  onlv  avenue  to  our  commer- 
cial hope.  They  are  like  the  locusts  of  Egypt 
in  relation  to  our  commerce.  What  has  be- 
come c^  your  1,850,000  tons  of  shipping,  valued 
at  fifty  dollars  per  ton,  amounting  to  $67,500- 
000,  one-third  of  which  belongs  to  Maancha- 
setts?  Is  the  gentleman  willing  to  surrender 
the  carrying  trade  to  Great  Britain?  Let  him 
turn  his  attention  to  the  ports  of  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Korfolk,  Charleston, 
and  New  Orleans^  and  he  will  find  that  British 
ships  are  now  taking  the  bread  out  of  the  mouths 
of  his  own  constituents.  They  are  enabled  to 
take  freight  on  so  much  lower  terms  than  Amer- 
ican vessels  can  afford  to  do  it  in  consequence  of 
the  very  great  difierenoe  of  duties  in  Great  Brit- 
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aio,  between  importations  in  AmerioA  or  in  a 
British  ship,  that  we  cannot  compete  with  them 
mdees  you  will  countervail  them,  and  take  a 
decisive  stand  in  defence  of  your  commerce  to 
continental  Europe,  and  carry  your  produce  di- 
rect to  the  consumers,  anid  be  no  longer  sub- 
jected to  be  fleeced  by  the  monopolizers  and 
retailers  of  the  old  world.  They  are  not  con- 
tent to  have  the  whole  products  of  your  soil  de- 
posted  on  their  Island,  on  which  they  receive 
an  enormous  import,  and  raise  an  extra  war 
tax,  bendes;  but  they  will  claim  very  soon  the 
exclusive  right  to  carry  it  when  and  where  they 
please  in  their  own  ships.  We  are  thus  reduced 
to  a  worse  situation  than  in  a  state  of  coloniza- 
tion ;  we  have  now  all  the  disadvantages  of 
being  plundered  by  their  navy,  and  none  of  the 
advantages  of  receiving  its  protection,  although 
they  have  the  impudence  to  charge  us  four  per 
cent,  convoy  duty  on  their  gewgaws  and  manu- 
ftctures,  which  convoy  they  do  not  give  us. 
Can  this  be  a  desirable  state  of  things?  And 
if  persevered  in,  I  am  convinced  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States  will  descend  into  the  same 
tomb  with  the  gentleman^s  story  of  the  oofBn. 
There  are  three  classes  of  your  citizens  to  be 
provided  for,  as  contemplated  in  the  provisions 
of  this  bill — first,  sequestrations  in  France,  Spain, 
Italy,  Holland,  Denmark,  Sweden,  Prussia,  and 
Russia.  Second,  those  who  have  sailed  to  France 
under  the  faith  of  the  Duke  of  Gadore's  letter 
of  the  5th  of  August  Third,  importers  of  Brit- 
ish manufactures.  But  it  would  seem  by  the 
arguments  I  have  heard  advanced  in  this  House 
that  there  were  only  the  latter  class  to  be  pro- 
vided for,  and,  as  I  presume  British  precedent 
and  authority  will  be  admitted  by  the  gentJe- 
man  from  Massachusetts  to  be  good  evidence,  I 
will  inform  him  and  the  House,  what  was  the 
concurrent  testimony  of  the  English  merchants 
before  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  the 
subject  of  exports  and  imports  of  the  United 
States.  They  stated  on  oath  that  the  exports 
to  the  United  States  were  about  twelve  mil- 
tions  sterling,  and  that  the  imports  were  about 
four  millions  on  an  average  for  the  years  1802, 
1803,  1804,  when  there  were  no  decrees  against 
American  commerce,  and  consequently  it  took 
its  own  natural  channel  and  supplied  each  mar- 
ket according  to  its  natural  consumption.  The 
difference  between  export  and  import  being 
aboat  eight  millions  sterling  against  us.  Those 
En^ish  merchants  state  that  it  was  mad^  up 
and  received  from  our  trade  with  continental 
Europe;  this  has  not  been  disproved  by  the 
British  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  nor  by 
his  friend  Stevens,  of  War  in  Disguise — ^it  is  a 
Act ;  they  cannot  deny  it.  And  shall  we  be  told 
about  the  profitable  commerce  with  Great  Brit- 
un?  After  a  statement  of  these  facts,  shall 
we  go  on  to  gorge  their  warehouses  with  twelve 
millions  sterling  of  produce,  when  their  own 
internal  consumption  does  not  exceed  four  mil- 
lions sterling?  I  hope  not ;  and  I  do  trust  that 
the  lime  is  not  far  distant  when  ^e  shall  assert 
and  defend  our  just  rights. 


Mn  Blaisdbll. — ^Mr.  Speaker:  nothing  would 
induce  me  to  address  you  at  this  late  hour, 
while  there  is  so  great  a  commotion  in,  and  so 
many  tokens  of  impatience  manifested  by,  the 
House,  but  a  sense  of  duty,  and  a  desire  to  lend 
my  feeble  aid  in  arresting  the  progress  of  a 
measure  which,  in  my  opinion,  involves  a  ques- 
tion of  no  less  importance  than  whether  we  are 
prepared,  after  having  been  insulted,  robbed, 
and  deceived,  by  the  French  Emperor,  to  follow 
the  fatal  example  of  the  petty,  servile  States  of 
Europe,  and  throw  this  people  into  the  embraces 
of  that  monster,  at  whose  perfidy  and  corruption 
Lucifer  blushes  and  Hell  itself  stands  astonished. 
If  I  understand  the  amendment  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  its  principal  object  is 
to  renew  the  non-intercourse  of  1809,  so  far  as 
it  respects  Great  Britain,  which  was  previously 
attempted  to  be  revived  by  the  proclamation  of 
the  Ftesident  of  the  second  of  November  last. 
I  should  have  supposed  that,  rather  than  have 
made  so  glaring  a  confession  that  that  State 
paper  misstated  fact,  the  gentleman  would  have 
been  dissuaded  from  his  darling  object,  the  non- 
intercourse.  But  it  seems  that  when  it  comes 
in  competition  with  the  views  of  Napoleon^  the 
veracity  of  th^  Preadent  must  be  sacrinced. 
But,  sir,  convinced  as  I  am,  that  our  paper  war, 
which  has  been  applied  to  all  purposes,  even  to 
calling  out  the  army,  raising  the  militia,  press- 
ing the  horses,  &o.,  and  sending  them  on  an 
expedition  the  distance  of  five  hundred  miles, 
with  express  orders  not  to  fight,  has  damned 
the  character  of  this  Government,  broken  down 
the  spirit  of  the  nation,  embarrassed  our  citizens, 
and  emptied  the  late  overflowing  Treasury,  bo 
as  to  render  the  resort  to  borrowing  necessary; 
I  cannot  but  hope  that  the  amendment  on  your 
table  will  be  rejected  to  give  place  to  an  amend- 
ment offered  some  days  ago  by  an  honorable 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Emott,)  when 
this  bill  was  under  discussion  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Sir,  if  I  understand  that  amendment,  it  went 
to  suspend  the  whole  restrictive  system,  except 
the  thurd  section  of  the  law  of  May  last,  which 
saves  fines  and  forfeitures  incurred  under  our 
various  restrictions.  This  amendment,  to  be 
sure,  changes  the  position  recommended  by  the 
Executive,  but  not  much  more  than  the  bill, 
with  the  addition  of  the  amendment  now  under 
consideration.  Although  it  becomes  this  House 
to  pay  due  deference  to  Executive  recommend- 
ations; yet,  if  there  are  good  reasons  for  a 
departure  from  such  recommendations,  it  equally 
becomes  the  members  of  this  House,  out  of  a 
regard  to  the  correctness  of  their  own  proceed- 
ings, to  make  such  a  departure  correspond  with 
the  reasons  which  produced  it.  The  position 
recommended  by  the  Executive  made  its  first 
appearance  in  a  short  paragraph  in  the  Presi« 
dent^s  Message,  recommending  such  a  modifica^ 
tion  of  the  law  of  May  last,  as  would  remove 
slU  doubts  as  to  its  exposition  and  execution; 
for  the  details  of  such  modification  we  are 
referred  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
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Treasnrj.  In  this  report  we  find  a  projeot  re- 
commended to  enforce  the  non-importation 
against  English  merchandise  of  every  kind  and 
from  every  country.  In  the  first  place,  by 
making  the  proclamation  of  the  President,  de- 
claring tliat  the  French  edicts  had  ceased  to 
violate  our  neutral  commerce  on  the  first  day 
of  November  last,  the  only  evidence  of  that 
fact ;  and  in  I2ie  second  place,  by  authorizing 
the  officers  of  the  army  and  navy  to  enter  ships, 
dwelling-houses,  stores,  or  any  other  place,  to 
search  for  and  seize  merchandise  suspected  of 
being  imported  contrary  to  law,  and  making  a 
donation  of  the  boon  so  seized  to  the  wretch 
who  should  be  hardy  enough,  in  defiance  of  all 
moral  obligation,  thus  to  rob  his  neighbor;  and 
in  the  third  place,  by  declaring  all  merchandise 
so  seized  in  the  Northern  section  of  the  Union, 
adjoining  the  British  provinces,  to  be  forfeited, 
unless  by  a  palpable  invendon  of  the  rule  of 
evidence  in  all  other  oases,  and  even  in  this 
case,  adopted  in  all  other  sections  of  the  Union, 
he  is  able  to  prove  that  the  merchandise  was 
legally  imported  and  tiie  duties  paid — with 
many  other  provisions,  all  of  which  have  been 
laid  before  this  House,  in  the  first  bill  on  the 
subject  reported  by  the  Ck>mmittee  of  Foreign 
Relations,  the  details  of  which  are  too  well  re- 
collected to  need  pointing  out,  or  to  be  sufiTered 
to  meet  a  public  investigation  at  this  time. 

But,  sir.  with  all  due  deference  to  the  high 
ministerial  officer  who  recommended  the  project, 
and  likewise  to  the  honorable  committee  who 
reported  the  bill,  I  may  be  allowed  to  pay  it 
the  complimeut  of  saying  that,  in  my  opinion, 
previous  to  the  reign  of  that  tyrant,  who,  by  a 
military  force,  aided  by  projects  c^  this  kind, 
has  destroyed  the  sanctuary  of  justice,  and  has 
spread  pillage,  debauchery,  robbery,  and  death, 
throughout  the  greater  part  of  Europe ;  such  a 
bill  as  that  would  have  oeen  scouted  from  tliis 
Hall  as  the  production  of  a  madman.  But  on 
receiving  the  Message  of  the  President,  covering 
the  letters  of  Mr.  Russell,  the  American  Ghai^ 
des  Afiaires  at  Paris,  stating  that  American 
vessels,  loaded  with  honajlde  property  of  Amer- 
ican citizens,  had  been  seized  and  sequestered 
in  the  ports  of  France,  under  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees,  as  late  as  the  9th  of  December, 
doubts  seemed  to  arise  in  this  House,  whether 
the  decrees  had  ceased  to  operate  on  the  first 
of  November,  as  the  President  had  declared. 
And  the  bill  was  sent  back  to  the  committee, 
for  tiie  purpose,  as  I  understood,  of  brinffing  in 
a  bill  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  kw  of 
May  last,  until  we  should  hear  from  France, 
whether  the  Emperor  had  disavowed  those 
seizures,  and  whetner  the  decrees  had  actually 
ceased  to  operate  on  the  first  of  November. 
And  I  did  understand  the  honorable  chairman 
of  the  committee,  and  several  other  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  to  say  on  that 
occasion,  that  if.  after  we  had  new  arrivals  from 
France,  that  did  not  prove  to  be  the  case,  they 
should  be  as  ready  as  any  gentleman  to  repeal 
the  whole  code  of  restrictive  laws  until  the 


Emperor  should  learn  to  respect  oor  rights. 
What  evidence  have  we  had  since  to  give  os  a 
more  favorable  prospect,  as  it  respects  the  revo- 
cation of  the  decrees  ?  Not  a  syllable.  But, 
on  the  other  hand,  we  have  conclusive  evidence 
that  they  were  not  so  revoked  that  their  opera- 
tion ceased  on  that  day. 
.  If  it  be  asked  where  this  evidence  appears, 
the  answer  is  ready.  In  the  first  place,  by  the 
letter  of  the  Grand  Judge,  the  Duke  of  Maasa, 
to  the  President  of  the  Council  of  Prizes,  as 
also  by  the  letter  of  the  Minister  of  Finance  to 
the  Director  General  of  the  Onstoms,  both 
dated  the  25th  of  December,  fifteen  days  after  the 
manly  remonstrance  of  Mr.  Russell,  in  the  caae 
of  the  Orleans  Packet;  in  which  remonstrance 
he  states  the  outrageous  conduct  of  the  onstom- 
house  officers,  and  requests  a  prompt  and  ^eedy 
disavowal  of  the  seizures,  and  that  the  property 
be  again  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  owners. 
But,  sir,  is  there  any  thing  in  these  two  letters 
which  looks  like  a  disavowal  of  the  seizure  in 
express  violation  of  the  promise  of  the  Duke  of 
Cadore  ?  No,  sir,  although  these  letters  were 
written  fifteen  days  after  the  remonstrance  (rf 
Mr.  Russell.  Instead  of  this  they  both  agree 
that  the  decrees  did  not  cease  to  operate  on  the 
first  of  November,  but  that  the  pniperty  taken 
with  the  Orleans  Packet,  and  all  the  property 
which  should  be  seized  between  the  first  of 
November  and  the  second  of  February,  must 
remain  in  depot  to  wait  the  pleasure  of  the 
Emperor,  on  our  causing  our  rights  to  be  re- 
spected by  England. 

But  how,  1&.  Speaker,  are  we  to  caoae  oor 
rights  to  be  respected  f  Is  it  by  merely  reviv- 
ing the  law  of  May  last,  as  is  the  olgect  of  this 
amendment?  Certunly  this  is  not  their  mean- 
ing; for  both  these  letters  have  reference  to 
that  law,  as  well  as  the  proclamation  of  the 
President  giving  it  efilact,  and  to  the  circular  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  addressed  to  the 
collectors  of  the  several  ports,  enjoining  a  atriot 
execution  of  that  law.  No,  sir,  this  is  not 
what  is  to  be  done,  which  will  satisfy  the 
Emperor.  He  who  flatters  himself  that  this 
will  be  sufficient,  shuts  his  eyes  agunst  official 
evidence  to  the  contrary ;  as  well  in  the  above- 
recited  letters,  written  with  a  perfect  knowl- 
edge of  the  performance  on  our  part,  and  the 
promise  of  a  performance  on  the  part  of  France 
on  the  first  day  of  November,  as  in  the  letter 
of  the  French  Minister  in  the  United  States  on 
the  12th  of  December,  in  which  we  are  told 
that  the  French  restrictions  on  onr  commeroe 
are  not  to  cease,  but  only  on  the  result  of  firm 
and  energetic  measures  to  be  adopted  and  per- 
severed in  by  the  two  GK)vemments  against  tbe 
common  enemy. 

But  shall  I  be  told  that  the  letters  of  the 
Grand  Judge  and  Minister  of  Finance  promised 
that  the  property  ttJcen  from  onr  citizens  ainoe 
Ist  of  November  should  be  restored,  if  we 
cause  the  law  to  be  carried  into  eflfect  after  tfaa 
2d  day  of  February,  and  therefore  we  were  to 
believe  it  and  ought  to  wait  until  we  bear 
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whether  that  has  been  the  case  ?  For  the  honor 
of  my  Government)  I  hope  not.  Is  it  really 
'  come  to  this,  that  we  are  brought  to  acknowledge 
that  the  Duke  of  Oadore  was  correct  when  he 
told  General  Armstrong  that  His  M^estj  conld 
place  no  reliance  on  the  American  GoTem* 
ment  ?  Ko,  sir,  if  this  be  true,  for  heaven's 
sake  let  ns  not  express  it  But  what  is  this 
amendment  which  re-enacts  the  law  of  May 
last,  and  such  pitifdl  reasoning  as  I  have  heard 
on  this  occasion,  bnt  placing  our  seal  to  that 
infamoos  insinaation  ?  The  President,  on  the 
mere  promise  oi  the  Minister  of  the  Emperor, 
that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  should  cease 
to  operate  on  the  first  day  of  November,  placed 
foil  futh  and  reliance  on  that  promise,  and- 
isBoed  his  proclamation  on  the  2d,  presuming 
the  promise  had  been  fulfilled — and,  shall  we 
say  that  the  Emperor  is  justifiable  in  disheliev- 
ing  the  law  of  May  last,  solemnly  enacted  by 
the  three  hranches  of  the  GK>vernment  and  the 
President's  proclamation,  together  with  the 
Circular  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  en- 
joining the  law  to  be  carried  into  effect? 

I  hope  not;  for  if  we  are  become  so  pitifolly 
servile  as  this,  well  might  Cadore,  in  his  letter 
of  February  14th,  1810,  tell  General  Armstrong 
that  the  Americans  were  without  just  politi6d 
views,  without  honor,  and  even  independence. 
And  if  we,  by  adopting  this  amendment,  con- 
descend to  justify  the  Emperor,  in  his  insult 
upon  the  plighted  faith  of  our  Government,  in 
my  opinion  we  shall  furnish  the  American 
people  and  the  world  with  just  ground  to  say 
Amen  to  the  declaration  of  Oadore  in  that  re- 
spect. Will  any  gentleman  still  say,  that  the 
decrees  ceased  to  operate  on  the  first  of  No- 
vember, since  we  have  had  ofScial  information 
from  the  French  Government  itself,  that  our 
vessels  are  to  be  seized  under  these  decrees, 
until  the  second  of  February?  I  trust  not. 
Those  gentlemen  who  support  this  amendment, 
ought  to  recollect  that  the  sections  which  go  to 
re-enact  the  law  of  May  last,  contain  -a  confes- 
sion that  that  law  is  not  now  in  operation ;  for 
if  the  decrees  did  actually  cease  to  operate  on 
the  first  of  November,  no  one  doubts  but  the 
law  is  now  in  full  force,  without  the  provisions 
of  this  bill.  When  the  honorable  chairman  of 
the  committee  first  offered  his  amendment,  a 
misnndeTstanding  seemed  to  take  place  between 
him  and  two  gentlemen  on  tlie  opposite  nde  of 
the  House,  viz.  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
(Mr.  Wbioht,)  and  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, (Mr.  RHBA,)which  undoubtedly  happened 
in  this  way.  While  the  honorable  chairman 
well  knew  that  the  decrees  did  not  cease  on  the 
first  of  November;  therefore  to  keep  alive  the 
spirit  of  the  law  of  llay,  which  gave  England 
three  months  after  they  did  cease,  it  became 
necessary  to  lengthen  the  time  for  her  to  re- 
voke ;  and  the  other  two  gentlemen,  as  it  would 
seem,  really  supposed,  that  because  Mr.  Pink- 
ney  bad  said  that  Cadore's  letter  was  precision 
itself^  these  decrees  really  did  cease  to  operate 
agreeable  to  that  promise ;  although  we  have 


the  official  information  from  Mr.  Russell  on  our 
tables,  that  the  Orleans  Packet  was  the  first 
case  that  had  happened  after  the  first  of  No- 
vember, to  which  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees 
could  have  been  applied,  and  that  they  were 
applied  in  that  case,  and  that  several  late  ar- 
rivals, which  left  France  from  twenty  to  twenty- 
five  days  afterwards,  bring  no  information  from 
him  that  a  change  had  taken  place,  and  had 
that  been  the  case,  he  would  certainly  have 
communicated  information  to  the  Government 
before  the  rising  of  Congress.  On  the  contrarj', 
these  arrivals  confirm  what  he  had  stated,  and 
say,  that  every  vessel  arriving  in  France  shares 
the  same  fate.  Mr,  Speaker,  until  I  heard  those 
two  gentlemen,  I  did  suppose  that  no  man  of 
common  sense  could  have  believed  a  position, 
in  such  direct  opposition  to  evidence.  Ana 
from  the  opinion  which  I  have  of  the  discern- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  I  think 
I  must  have  misunderstood  him,  while  perhaps 
it  may  be  improper  to  include  the  other  gentle- 
man in  the  supposition. 

Sir,  I  seldom  trouble  the  House  with  any 
observations  of  mine,  nor  is  it  my  intention,  at 
this  time,  to  examine  and  expose  all  the  wind- 
ing apd  management  which  has  been  practised, 
to  bring  about  such  a  state  of  things  as  to  ren- 
der plausible  this  measure  at  this  time.  I  shall, 
however,  examine  the  non-intercourse  system 
from  the  date  of  the  law  of  March,  1809,  and 
inquire  what  was  its  professed  object  ?  What 
use  has  been  made  of  it  ?  And  how  has  it  been 
regarded  by  the  belligerents?  And  also  notice 
some  of  its  effects  upon  our  own  citizens  as 
well  as  upon  the  Treasury.  What  must  be  the 
inevitable  consequence  if  this  measure  is  suffer- 
ed to  go  into  effect?  I  take  it  to  amount  to  an 
entire  non-importation  of  any  of  the  articles, 
products,  or  manufactures  of  more  than  three- 
fourths  of  the  civilized  world,  to  which  our 
merchants  would,  at  this  time,  run  the  risk  of 
attempting  voyages ;  for,  from  the  Continent  of 
Europe  no  one  returns  unless  at  the  expense  of 
this  Government;  The  dominions  of  Great 
Britain,  including  the  East  and  West  Indies,  as 
well  as  her  European  dominions,  and  those  on 
the  American  Continent,  are  immense.  The 
products  of  these  various  countries  formed  a 
principcd  part  of  those  importations  of  the  last 
year,  which,  while  the  non-intercourse  slept 
gave  new  life  and  vigor  to  every  branch  of 
business.  Our  seaports,  which  the  year  before 
presented  the  gloomy  appearance'  of  cities  be- 
sieged by  a  hostile  foe,  i^in  resumed  the  ap- 
pearance of  enterprise,  industry  and  wealth. 
Thousands,  who  in  1809  were  either  a  burden 
to  their  friends,  in  the  poor-house,  or  begging 
their  bread  in  the  streets,  were  in  1810  enjoy- 
ing the  fruits  of  their  industry  in  a  comfortable 
supply  of  the  necessai-ies  of  life,  while  the 
farmer  and  planter  sowed  his  seed  and  cultivat- 
ed his  field,  with  the  comfbrtable  prospect  that 
his  crop  would  not  decay  on  his  hand  for  want 
of  a  market.  Now,  sir,  although  exportation 
is  not  interdicted  by  this  bill,  yet  I  apprehend 
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the  result  will  be  mnch  the  same.  It  caa  hardly 
be  expected  that  Great  Britain,  who  gentlemen 
on  die  other  side  of  the  House  are  fond  of  con- 
sidering aa  the  cause  of  all  our  commercial  dis- 
tress, will  condescend  to  pay  us  specie  for  our 
produce,  while  our  ports  are  closed,  not  only 
against  her  shipping  of  all  kinds,  but  against 
every  article  of  her  products  and  manufactures, 
as  well  as  those  of  her  colonies  and  depend- 
encies, while  they  are  open  to  those  of  her 
enemy.  Again,  what  was  the  effect  of  the  non- 
intercourse  in  1809  upon  our  Treasury?  In 
addition  to  the  bankruptcy  and  wretchedness 
spread  oyer  the  face  of  the  whole  country,  we 
are  informed  by  the  annual  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  laid  on  our  tables,  that 
the  net  revenue  arising  from  duties  on  merchan- 
dise and  tonnage,  accruing  during  that  year, 
amounted  to  only  $6,627,000,  while  we  are  in- 
formed in  the  same  report,  that  this  source  of 
revenue  in  the  three  nrst  quarters  of  the  year 
1810,  while  commerce  was  n^  amounted  to  a 
sum  exceeding  $7,250,000,  and  the  Secretary 
adds,  that  he  beUeved  the  whole  revenue  aris- 
ing from  duties  on  merchandise  and  tonnage 
for  that  year  would  amount  to  more  than 
$12,000 ;  making  an  increase  in  this  year,  when 
commerce  was  unshackled,  of  $5,478,000,  itotr 
withstanding  all  the  robberies  of  Napoleon, 
which  probably  amounted  to  more  than  forty 
millions,  a  free  importation  of  the  avails  of 
which  would  have  greatly  increased  tJie  reve- 
nue of  that  year.  From  this  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, we  find  a  deficit  in  the  revenue  of  1809, 
caused  by  this  measure,  of  $5,478,000,  and,  in 
anticipation  of  the  effects  of  the  law  now  about 
to  be  enacted,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has, 
in  the  same  report,  recommended  an  immediate 
additional  duty  to  be  laid  upon  importations, 
which,  together  with  the  high  duties  already 
established  by  law,  he  thinks  will  not  amount 
to  more  than  $8,000,000 ;  making  an  anticipated 
deficiency  in  the  next  yearns  revenue,  occasioned 
by  this  measure,  of  $4,000,000,  compared  with 
that  of  1810.  But  if  we  compare  the  revenue 
arising  from  duties  on  merchandise  and  ton- 
nage during  the  year  1809,  while  commerce 
was  restricted  by  the  non-intercourse,  with 
what  it  was  in  1807,  while  it  was  unshackled, 
we  shall  find  a  deficiency  of  about  $11,000,000. 
From  this  view  of  the  subject,  wMch  is  t^en 
fi'om  authentic  documents,  which  I  iUvite  gen- 
tlemen to  controvert  if  thev  have  it  in  their 
power,  it  is  demonstrated  tnat  if  we  suffered 
this  system  to  go  into  operation,  we  are  not 
only  to  again  reduce  our  citizens  to  a  state  of 
bankruptcy  in  their  private  fortunes,  while 
loaded  with  additional  taxes,  but,  notwithstand- 
ing the  aid  of  these  additional  taxes,  our  Treas- 
ury is,  if  possible,  to  be  reduced  to  a  more 
complete  state  of  bankruptcy  than  at  present 
I  put  it  to  gentlemen,  who  are  in  the  confidence 
of  the  Cabinet,  to  say,  why  we  are  called  upon 
again  to  plunge  this  nation  into  such  a  state  of 
poverty  and  wretchedness  ?  Is  it  necessary  as 
a  measure  of  self-defence,  as  the  only  mode  of 


resistance  which  will  bring  England  to  tennst 
For  myself  I  should  suppose  that  our  late  ex- 
periment  in  this  species  of  warftre,  at  whidk* 
France  took  so  much  offence,  as  to  take  ooca* 
sion  to  seize  and  confiscate  the  property  of 
American  citizens,  to  the  amount  of  $40,000,000, 
which  rendered  necessary  an  approjiriatioa  of 
$80,000  during  the  present  session,  m  order  to 
enable  those  of  our  citizens,  who  had  been  thus 
robbed  and  plundered,  to  revisit  their  native 
shores,  afforded  a  spectacle  too  humiliating  to 
suffer  us  to  make  another  attempt  so  soon,  and 
before  we  have  so  far  recovered  from  the  effects 
of  our  late  experiment  as  to  be  able  to  defray 
the  ordinary  expenses  of  government  withont 
having  recourse  to  annual  loans  for  the  par- 
pose.  Are  we  bound  to  adopt  this  metsore  on 
account  of  the  faith  of  GoTemment  being 
pledged  to  France  by  the  law  of  May  lastt 

Here  give  me  leave  to  inquire  what  has  been 
the  further  effect  of  this  law.  It  seems  Eng- 
land, although  she  saw  that  if  it  had  any  apenr 
tion  at  all,  it  operated  only  against  her,  was 
willing  to  consider  it  as  a  municipal  regolation 
of  our  own,  and  treated  it  as  such,  while  Bona- 
parte at  first,  and  for  ten  months,  passed  it  over 
as  inoffensive  to  him,  until  our  vessels^  which 
had  been  shut  up  in  our  ports  by  its  elder  slater, 
the  embargo,  having  got  released  from  that 
strong  measure,  flocked  into  the  ports  of  France, 
Spain,  Holland,  and  Naples^  all  under  the  im- 
mediate and  entire  control  of  France,  when,  on 
the  28d  March,  an  order  was  issued  by  his  gra- 
cious and  loving  Migesty  to  seize  and  confiscate 
the  property  of  our  citizens  in  all  those  coun- 
tries ;  which  property  is,  by  the  best  caleulation, 
estimated  at  more  than  forty  millionB.  And 
you  will  perceive,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  Doke 
of  Cadore  saw,  that,  by  suffering  the  law  to 
pass  unnoticed,  till  our  property  released  from 
the  embargo  had  filled  nearlv  every  port  in 
Europe  under  French  control,  and  then  i«i- 
ing  an  order  which  was  to  have  a  retrospecttre 
openation.of  ten  months,  was  sndi  a  groaiont- 
rage  upon  every  principle  of  honor  and  Jnatioe, 
as  well  as  the  usages  of  public  law,  that  he,  in 
a  letter  to  General  Armstrong^  of  the  6tb 
August,  1810,  attempts  to  excuse  the  piratical 
transaction,  by  saying  that  the  Emperor  knew 
nothing  of  the  law  of  March,  until  veiy  lately. 
But,  I  pray  gentlemen  to  take  notice  that  Gene- 
ral Armstrong,  in  his  letter  to  Cadore  of  the 
10th  of  March,  (five  months  before  the  one  jnst 
recited  from  OMore,)  asserts  that  this  law  was 
communicated  to  him  in  the  month  of  June  or 
July  preceding— one  whole  year  before  the, 
declaration  made  by  Cadore. 

But  to  pursue  this  subject :  on  the  first  day  of 
May,  1810,  while  this  robbery,  I  ou^t  to  pre- 
sume, was  unknown  to  the  Executive — certainly 
to  the  people — this  non^interoourse  law  was 
repealed ;  but  the  mijprity,  for  wise  purposea 
I  presume,  did,  in  the  same  law  that  repealed 
the  non-intercourse,  give  the  Presideot  power, 
in  case  Endand  or  France  should,  before  the 
Ist  day  of  Mardi,  so  revoke  or  modify  her  edioti 
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as  that  they  should  cease  to  violate  the  neatral 
oommeroe  of  the  United  States^  to  declare  the 
eamo  by  proclamation ;  in  which  case,  the  non- 
interooarse  should  he  reviyed  againatthe  nation 
neglecting  to  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts,  in 
like  manner,  for  the  space  of  three  months  after 
the  date  of  such  proclamation.  And  yon  will 
recollect)  sir,  that  t^is  law  was  also  opposed  hy 
the  minority,  not  so  much,  perhaps,  hecanse 
they  suspected  either  the  integrity  or  impar* 
tiality  of  the  President,  as  because  they  thought 
ItQDcoDstitutional  to  commit  a  power  to  the 
Execntive  which  was,  in  its  nature  and  effect, 
an  act  of  legislation,  viz :  to  revive  a  law  at  his 
discretion  which  was  to  affect  the  great  interest 
of  the  nation,  and  might  result  in  war.  I  say, 
at  his  discretion ;  and  I  ask  gentlemen  to  take 
notice  that  the  law  reads,  '*  so  revoke  or  modi- 
ij^  This  law  was  also  sent  by  tiie  President 
to  oar  Ministers  at  London  and  Paris,  as  he 
states  in  his  Message.  But,  what  was  it  sent 
there  for?  Only  to  be  used  as  an  inducement 
to  tboee  nations  to  revoke  their  unjust  edicts, 
whioh  was  the  avowed  otnect  of  the  provision 
when  it  passed.  And,  if  sent  there  for  that 
purpose,  it  wotdd  seem,  that  to  have  acted  a 
neutral  part,  it  ought  to  have  been  used  alike  at 
thepalaoes  of  St.  Cloud  and  St  James.  But^ 
Mr.  Speaker,  what  was  the  fiict  ?  Here  we  may 
learn  the  management  of  which  I  spoke  when 
I  first  addressed  you.  This  law,  whidi  you  will 
perceive  was  in  the  nature  of  a  generous  over- 
tore  made  to  the  belligerent  who  first  revoked 
his  edicts,  changed  its  character  when  offered 
to  the  other  belligerent,  who  should  neglect  to 
revoke  the  obnoxious  edicts  until  after  his  enemy 
had  done  so;  and,  instead  of  being  a  generous 
offer,  oontamed  a  threat,  that  if  she  did  not  re- 
voke, we  should  shut  our  ports  against  her  pro- 
dncta,  while  they  should  be  open  to  those  of  her 
enemy.  And  this  is  the  light  in  which  it  was 
viewed  by  our  Government,  as  will  be  seen  in 
Mr.  Smithes  letter  to  General  Armstrong,  of  the 
6th  day  of  June,  1810,  (printed  documents,  p. 
85,)  in  these  words :  '*  It  might  be  added,  that 
the  form  in  which  the  law  now  presents  the 
overture,  is  as  well  calcuhited  as  the  overture 
Itself  to  gain  a  favorable  attention,  inasmuch  as 
it  may  he  regarded  by  the  belligerent  first  ac^ 
oenting  of  it  aa  a  promise  to  itsdf  and  a  tiireat 
only  to  its  adversary.''  For  this  view  of  the 
subject,  gentlemen  will  perceive  that  it  is  much 
more  agreeable  to  dose  any  matter  in  dispute 
npon  a  generous  offer  for  so  doing,  than  it  would 
be  to  do  so  while  threatened  by  thehr  opponent 
that  if  it  is  not  done  they  must  suffer  the  eon- 
sequence  of  their  own  folly  and  his  vengeance. 
Now,  in  looking  through  tiie  documents,  I  mis- 
take if  gentlemen  have  not  discovered  some 
management  in  this  bunness,  so  that  while  the 
law  was  presented  to  France  as  an  offer  made 
to  herself  it  should  be  presented  to  Engknd  in 
no  other  eharact^  than  that  of  a  threat.  It 
aeems  that  the  first  correspondence  with  our 
MiQister  which  we  are  sitfer^d  to  see,  is  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Smith  to  Mr.  Pmkney,  of  the  22d 


May ;  although  it  appears  from  that  letter  that 
the  Secretary  of  State  had  sent  a  copy  of  the  - 
law  in  a  previous  letter  of  the  4th  of  that  month 
to  Mr.  Finkney,  as  also  another  copy  in  the 
letter  of  the  22d ;  but  we  hear  nothing  of  in- 
structions in  either  to  use  this  new  overture, 
which  the  law  presents,  to  the  best  advantage 
at  the  Court  of  St.  James,  while  it  retained  its 
character  of  an  offer  made  to  that  Government. 
Indeed,  it  would  seem  most  natural  to  suppose 
that  the  instructions  given  in  this  business  were 
contained  in  the  letter  of  the  4th,  which  was 
the  first  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  law.  But,  at 
this  we  are  not  suffered  to  look,  nor  at  the  one 
sent  to  General  Armstrong,  of  the  same  date, 
which  was  also  the  first  to  him  enclosing  a  copy 
of  the  law. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  we  are  not  suffered  to 
see  tiie  first  correspondenoe  on  this  important 
business,  which  we  are  called  upon  by  the  £xe* 
cutive  to  carry  into  effect  by  a  new  act  of  le^ 
ktion,  it  becomes  doubly  our  duty  to  examine 
wdl  this  letter  of  the  twenty-second,  and  see 
what  that  treats  of^  and  whether  it  compares 
with  the  first  we  are  suffered  to  see,  sent  to 
General  Armstrong  on  this  subject.  In  this 
letter  to  Mr.  Pinkney  of  the  twenty-second,  the 
Secretary  commences,  as  he  says*  with  much 
surprise,  that  Great  Britain  had  not  revoked  her 
blockades,  and  that  she  had  not  sent  a  man  of 
rank  to  rephice  Mr.  Jackson ;  and,  after  having 
dwelt  at  g^eat  length  on  the  latter  of  these  sub- 
jects, he  mentions  that  he  had  sent  a  copy  of 
the  law,  as  also  another,  in  his  letter  of  the 
fourth  of  that  month,  and  tells  Mr.  Pinkney  to 
let  the  British  Government  know  that  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law  would  be  carried  into  effect, 
but  not  a  syllable  of  proffering  it  as  an  offer 
maide  to  that  Government  and  a  threat  to 
France.  But,  instead  of  this,  the  Secretary  se- 
lects two  sul^ects,  which  he  must  have  known 
would  be  difficult  to  dose,  and  tells  Mr.  Pinkney 
that  if  another  Minister  was  not  sent  to  replace 
Mr.  Jackson,  to  let  the  British  Government 
know  that  he  would  return  to  the  United  States. 
And  as  thouffh  this  was  not  suflicient  to  prevent 
the  Britiah  Government  f^om  closing  with  the 
conditions  of  the  new  overture,  the  attack  on 
the  Chesapeake  must  be  settled  in  a  manner 
agreeable  to  the  propositions  made  to  Mr.  Rose 
and  Mr.  Erskine,  wnich  he  might  well  know 
would  not  be  done,  as  the  British  Government 
had  told  him  it  could  not  be  dosed  in  that  way. 
On  the  first  of  Jidy,  Mr.  Pinkney  acknowledges 
Mr.  Smith's  letter  of  the  twenty-second  of  May, 
and  very  properly  goes  on  to  execute  the  in- 
structions It  contained  as  to  the  Britftdi  Gov- 
ernment sending  a  man  of  rank  to  replace  Mr. 
Jackson,  &c  And,  in  my  opinion,  very  prop- 
erly notices  the  scrap  of  instructions  it  contain- 
ed, respecting  the  law  of  May  last,  by  merely 
mentioning,  that  while  he  is  engaged  with  Lord 
Wdlesley  on  these  other  sublects,  he  thinks  he 
shall  draw  his  attention  to  the  non-intercourse 
law,  but  I  find  no  account  of  his  ever  presenting 
the  kw  to  that  Govemmoit. 
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Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  while  we  see  in  this  letter 
of  the  twenty-second  the  substance  of  all  we 
are  permitted  to  see  of  the  use  to  be  made  hj 
Mr.  Pinkney  of  this  law,  as  an  indncement  to 
the  British  Goyernment  to  revoke  the  Orders 
in  Oonnoil,  let  ns  examine* what  was  the  donrse 
pnrsaed  towards  the  French  Government  to  in- 
duce it  to  take  advantage  of  the  law,  while  it 
retained  the  character  of  a  favorable  overture, 
80  that  the  British  Government  should  have  to 
meet  it  as  a  threat,  or  as  a  rod  held  over  them 
to  procure  the  revocation  of  their  edicts.  In 
order  to  do  this,  I  shall  examine  the  first  letter 
which  is  suffered  to  come  to  public  view,  from 
Secretary  Smith  to  General  Armstrong,  after 
the  date  of  the  law  of  May  first.  This  bears 
the  date  of  June  fifth,  documents,  page  84,  In 
this,  we  find  that  he  had  sent  two  before,  each 
one  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  law,  and  no  donbt 
both  containing  instructions  what  use  to  make 
of  it.  For  we  find,  even  in  this  third  letter, 
that  Mr.  Smith  tells  General  Armstrong,  (to  use 
his  own  words,)  "  If  there  be  sincerity  in  the 
language  held  at  different  times  by  the  French 
Government,  and  especially  in  the  late  overture 
to  proceed  to  amicable  and  just  arrangements 
in  the  case  of  our  reftisal  to  submit  to  the  Brit- 
ish Orders  in  Council,  (not  blockades,)  no  pre- 
text can  be  found  for  longer  declining  to  put  an 
end  to  the  decrees  of  which  the  United  States 
have  so  justly  complained."  And  here,  I  en- 
treat gentlemen  to  notice  that  this  is  the  first 
ground-  stated  by  our  Gk)vemment  to  that  of 
France,  as  being  that  which  would  be  insisted 
upon  firom  England — a  compliance  on  her  part 
required  to  entitle  her  to  the  provisions  of  this 
law,  viz.,  her  relinquishing  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil. We  may  here  notice,  that  Mr.  Smith  adds, 
as  a  further  inducement  to  France  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  law,  while  it  retained  the  char- 
acter of  a  favorable  overture,  "that  by  putting 
in  force  the  non-intercourse  against  England, 
agreeable  to  the  terms  of  this  statute,  that  the 
very  species  of  resistance  would  be  made  which 
France  has  been  constantly  representing  as  the 
most  efilcacious."  But,  Mr.  Smith  goes  still 
farther  in  his  instructions,  and  tells  General 
Armstrong,  ^^  that  it  may  be  added,  that  in  the 
form  in  which  the  law  now  presents  the  over- 
ture, it  is  as  well  oalculated  as  the  overture  it- 
self to  gain  a  favorable  attention,  inasmuch  as 
it  may  be  regarded  by  the  belligerent  first  ao- 
cepting  it  as  a  promise  to  itself,  and  a  threat 
only  to  its  adversary.'^  In  this  letter,  we  find 
that  the  Secretary  states  a  first  ground,  which 
was  necessary  in  the  first  instance  to  entitle  the 
French  Government  to  the  provinons  of  this 
law.  What  was  this  ground?  Why,  he  tells 
General  Armstrong  to  let  the  French  QtoYem- 
ment  understand  that  the  President  would  not 
proceed  to  give  the  law  effect,  if  the  restoration 
of  the  property  of  our  citizens  be  finally  refused ; 
and  doses  his  letter  by  directing  him  to  let  that 
Government  know  that  the  only  ground,  short 
of  a  preliminary  restoration  of  the  property,  on 
whidi  the  contemplated  arrangement  oould  take 


place,  would  be  an  understanding  that  the  eon- 
fiscation  was  reversible,  and  that  it  would  be- 
oome  immediately  the  subject  of  diseasBioii, 
with  a  reasonable  prospect  of  Justice  to  our  in- 
jured citizens.  Was  this  the  ground  oo  which 
Uie  subject  was  placed  ?  It  seems  so,  from  this 
official  letter  of  the  Secretary.  Tes,  sir,  it 
was ;  and  with  due  deference,  I  may  be  allowed 
to  say,  the  only  honorable  and  just  ground;  and 
if  the  American  Government  had  possessed  in- 
dependence enough  to  have  stUl  occupied  this 
ground,  we  would  not  have  had  the  mortifiea- 
tion  to  discuss  the  bill  on  the  table  at  this  time. 
But,  instead  of  this,  dthough  Mr.  Smith  had 

iust  received  Cadore's  insulting  letter,  in  whidi 
le  more  than  insinuates  that,  as  a  GtoverDtnent 
and  nation,  we  are  destitnte  of  ^uat  politieal 
views,  without  honor,  energy,  or  even  independ- 
ence, and  doses  by  letting  our  Govermneat 
know  of  the  seizure  and  sale  of  the  property  of 
our  citizens  in  all  the  porta  of  Europe  under 
Frendi  control ;  what  was  the  conduct  of  tiie 
American  €k>vernment  on  this  occasion?  I 
entreat  gentlemen  to  take  notice,  that,  with  this 
horrid  picture  of  insult  and  robbery  fresh  in 
their  recollection,  the  same  conciliatory  dispo- 
sition, ffuided  by  the  prindples  of  neutrality, 
which  dismissed  a  British  Minister  for  an  hn- 
pned  insult,  induced  Mr.  Smith  to  infbrm  Gen- 
eral Armstrong  tiiat  the  Plreeident  tiionght  it 
beet  not  to  make  any  animadversioDs  on  that 
subject  at  that  time.  (Printed  documents,  page 
84.)  The  next  letter  on  this  subject  worthy  of 
notice,  is  one  of  the  6th  of  Joly,  in  which  Mr. 
Smith  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  infbrmatioa, 
that  the  property  which  he  had  said  in  his  last 
must  be  restored,  in  order  to  entitle  France  to 
the  American  commerce  while  it  was  denied  to 
England,  was  sold,  and  the  proceeds  deposited 
in^he  eaiase  «rti»--privy  purse  of  the  Emperor. 
Here,  indeed,  Mr.  Smith  seems  to  have  ahnoet 
forgot  himself,  and  to  concdve  he  was  giving 
instructions  how  to  proceed  with  a  British  Min- 
ister, and  tells  General  Armstrong  to  demand 
ever^  reparation  of  which  the  subject  was  fos- 
ceptible.  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  it  not  worthy 
of  notice  that  he  doses  even  this  spirited  letter, 
with  such  a  history  of  piracy  and  insult  then 
on  his  desk  before  him,  by  quittizur  the  ground 
he  had  taken  in  his  letter  of  the  fifth  of  Jone, 
and,  instead  of  a  proposed  renewal  of  the  non- 
interoourse  against  England,  if  she  should  neg> 
lect  to  withdraw  her  Orders  in  Council,  whidi 
was  the  only  ground  taken  by  the  President 
with  Mr.  Erslune,  and  also  the  only  thing  con- 
templated when  the  law  of  May  last  was  passed, 
as  also  the  only  ground  taken  by  himself  only 
one  month  beforo,  (having,  it  is  nresoned, 
heard  from  France  in  the  interval,)  he  conde- 
scends to  tell  the  General,  thai  if  France  should 
demand  it,  he  might  give  her  to  understand 
that  it  was  the  Prendent's  intention  to  renew 
the  non-intercourse  against  England,  if  she  did 
not  also  rescind  her  Uockades.  It  u  beie 
again  to  be  noticed,  that  he  again  repeats,  what 
he  had  before  told  General  Armatrong,  that  a 
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restoradon  of  the  property  was  iDdispensable, 
in  order  to  a  renewal  of  the  non-intercoarse 
against  England. 

Bat  again:  will,  I  had  like  to  have  said,  the 
servile  manner,  in  which  a  rescinding  the 
blockade  is  coupled  as  a  condition  wiUi  the 
withdrawing  the  Orders  in  Council,  escape  no- 
tice? Immediatelj  on  instructing  General  Arm- 
Btrong  to  state  to  the  French  Government  that 
A  re|^  of  the  blockade  of  eighteen  hundred 
and  tax  would  be  insisted  on,  the  Secretary 
adds:  ^'You  will  press  the  reasonableness  of 
permitting  the  United  States  to  proceed  in  such 
way  as  they  may  think  proper,  in  relation  to 
any  subsequent  blockades,  or  any  other  block- 
ades not  against  France,^'  which  to  me  reads  in 
this  way,  %,  a,  as  we  have,  at  the  request  of  the 
Flinch  Government,  receded  from  our  first 
groond,  and  indnded  blockades  also,  you  are 
inatrocted  humbly  to  request  Bonaparte  to  per- 
mit us  to  do  our  own  business  in  our  own  way 
in  future.  My  God  I  After  all  this,  to  see  the 
Government  of  my  country  soliciting,  at  the 
feet  of  the  Emperor  of  France,  for  permission  to 
manage  their  own  afEairs  in  their  own  way! 
What  American  can  read  this  correspondence 
without  laying  his  hand  upon  his  heart  and  ex- 
claiming, O  my  Government,  mj  Government, 
now  is  the  gold  become  dim,  and  the  most  fine 
^Id  chang^  I  The  next  thing  we  meet  with, 
18  Mr.  Smith's  letter  of  the  2d  of  November,  to 
General  Armstrong,  enclosing  the  President's 
proclamation,  declaring  the  edicts  of  France  so 
revoked,  as  that  they  ceased  to  violate  the  neu- 
tral eouunerce  of  the  United  States,  and  of 
coarse  the  non-intercourse  to  be  revived  against 
England  after  the  2d  of  February,  if  she  did  not 
in  Uie  mean  time  revoke  her  orders,  which,  after 
the  ground  taken,  and  so  often  repeated,  with 
respect  to  the  restoration  of  the  property,  must 
astonish  every  American.  But  we  have  still 
this  as  a  consolation,  that  Mr.  Smith,  notwith- 
standing he  had  been  told  by  the  Duke  of  Oa- 
dore  that  it  was  impossible  any  compromise 
conld  take  place  on  that  subject,  says  in  the 
letter  enclosing  the  proclamation  that  the  Presi- 
dent presumes  that  the  requisitions  contained 
in  his  letter  of  the  5th  of  July,  as  to  the  resto- 
ntion  of  the  property,  will  have  been  satisfied. 
In  the  name  of  God,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  grounds 
had  he  for  this  presumption?  In  addition  to 
this,  in  his  letter  of  the  5th  of  November,  Mr. 
Smith  instructs  General  Armstrong  to  let  the 
Smperor  know  that  the  third  section  of  the 
law  of  March,  1809,  at  which  he  took  so  much 
offence,  was  not  intended  to  operate  against  his 
nbjeots,  but  against  our  own  dtizens.  And 
although  this  may  be,  and  probably  is,  true,  yet 
ft  confession  of  this  kind,  after  so  recent  and 
igmvated  insolt  and  violence,  most  I  think  be 
nckening  to  the  American  people,  and  Napoleon 
himself  will  be  at  a  loss  to  know  why  it  was 
inade  unless  to  testify  our  loyalty.  But  our 
%al^  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  the 
Duke  of  Gadore  in  his  letter  to  General  Arm- 
*t>^  of  the  12th  of  September,  in  answer  to 
Vou  IV^26 


one  from  him  of  the  7th  of  that  month,  tells 
the  General,  that  the  Emperor  sees  with  pleas- 
ure that  the  Americans  are  far  from  acknowl- 
edging the  tyrannical  principles  of  English 
legislation,  yet  informs  him  that  as  to  the  mer- 
chandise confiscated,  it  having  been  confiscated 
as  a  measure  of  reprisal,  the  principles  of  repri- 
sal must  be  the  law  in  that  anair. 

Now,  Mr.  Speakei',  after  seeing  how  the  law 
of  May,  1810,  has  been  used  with  the  French 
Government,  and  for  aught  we  know,  not  used 
at  all  with  that  of  England,  until  it  had  assumed 
the  character  of  a  tiireat,  together  with  the 
various  chafiges  of  position  taken  by  our  Gov- 
ernment in  this  busines,  I  think  it  demonstrates 
a  management,  which,  if  duly  examined,  will 
not  leave  much  doubt  whether  it  be  indispensa- 
bly necessary  to  sufier  tliis  law  to  go  into  opera* 
tion,  either  as  a  measure  of  resistance  against 
England,  or  of  good  faith  towards  France.  For 
instance,  at  one  time  England  must  repeal  her 
Orders  in  Council  to  entiUe  her  to  the  benefit 
of  the  law ;  at  another,  viz :  after  hearing  from 
France,  the  .condition  must  include  a  repeal  of 
the  blockades  also,  and  on  the  part  of  France, 
she  must  rescind  her  decrees  and  restore  the 
property,  then  a  promise  is  to  be  accepted  as  it 
respects  the  property,  and,  to  top  the  climax, 
the  proclamation  issues  on  the  presumption  of 
an  agreement  having  taken  place,  on  the  part 
of  France,  that  the  property  shall  be  restored. 
But  after  all  this  we  are  told  by  Gadore,  on  the 
12th  of  September,  to  be  contented,  £or  as 
to  the  property  in  question  it  will  not  be  re- 
stored. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  seems  that  the  President, 
in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  the  21st  of  December,  has  furnished  docu- 
ments which  put  the  question  beyond  a  doubt, 
that  the  proclamation  was  issued,  declaring  that 
the  French  decrees  were  repealed,  so  tliat  they 
ceased  to  violate  the  neutral  commerce  of  the 
United  States,  when,  to  say  the  least,  he  had 
no  official  information  of  the  fact,  or,  if  he  had, 
he  has  taken  care  to  keep  it  to  himself.  Mr. 
Smith,  in  his  letter  to  Turreau,  of  the  18th  of 
December,  is  compelled  to  say  in  effect,  that 
the  French  restrictions  on  our  commerce  are 
not  rescinded,  or,  to  use  his  own  words :  '*  If, 
then,  for  the  revoked  decrees,  municipal  laws 
producing  the  same  commercial  effect  have 
been  substituted,  the  mode  onlv,  and  not  the 
measure,  has  undergone  an  aiteration.^^  In 
this  situation,  I  should  like  to  be  informed  why 
we  are  called  upon  by  the  Executive  so  to  mod- 
ify our  laws  as  to  carry  the  non-importation 
against  England  and  her  dependencies  forcibly 
into  effect,  and  thus  destroy  the  small  remains 
of  our  commerce,  the  effects  of  which  we  have 
so  recently  felt  at  the  Treasury,  since  the  repeal 
of  the  non-intercourse  law  of  May  last,  as  I 
have  already  shown  from  the  Secretary's  re- 
port. This  information  I  have  not  as  yet  been 
able  to  obtain,  although  I  have  sought  for  it, 
unless  I  resort  to  the  las^t  paragraph  in  General 
Turreau's  letter  of  December  12,  to  Mr.  Secre- 
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tary  Smith,  in  answer  to  one  from  the  Secre- 
tary, remonstrating  against  the  exclusion  of 
cotton  and  tobacco  from  the  ports  of  France. 
In  reply  to  which  he  says,  among  other  things, 
that  he  thinks  some  modification  will  take  place 
in  this  respect,  bnt  tells  him  that  this  wiU  de- 
pend upon  the  firm  and  persevering  measures  to 
be  pursned  by  the  two  Governments  against 
the  common  enemy.  In  this  intimation  of  his 
Imperial  Migesty  through  his  Minister,  which, 
by-the-by,  is  not  the  first  of  the  kind,  will  I 
fancy  be  foxmd  the  only  necessity  of  suffering 
this  measure  to  go  into  operation.  And  are 
gentlemen  prepared  to  obey?  I  trust  not.  No, 
sir,  I  will  not  for  a  moment  entertain  so  degrad- 
ing an  idea.  But  firmly  believing  the  contra- 
ry, I  still  hope  the  amendment  wiU  be  r^ected, 
and  with  it  the  whole  restrictive  system,  nntil 
France  shall  learn  to  respect  our  rights. 

Mr.  Speaker,  if  I  am  to  be  called  an  enemy  to 
my  coxmtry  for  opposing  this  measure,  under 
present  circumstances,  to  my  conntry  I  will  ap- 
peal ;  being  entirely  wiUinp  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Maryhmd  (Mr.  Wbight^  and 
his  friends  should  share  the  whole  of  the  nonor 
of  advocating  the  right  of  the  Emperor  to  take 
and  withhold  the  property  of  our  citizens.  Sir, 
it  creates  no  astonishment  to  hear  tJiat  gentle- 
man contend  that  we  are  bound  by  the  law  of 
May  to  carry  the  non-intercourse  into  effect 
against  Great  Britain,  but,  to  hear  a  gentleman 
possessed  of  the  discernment  of  the  honorable 
chairman  of  the  committee  who  reported  this 
bill,  make  this  declaration,  is  truly  astonishing, 
when  the  reverse  is  the  fstct.  I  trust  I  have 
already  shown  tliat  in  every  communication 
from  our  Executive  to  the  iVench  Government 
on  the  subject,  that  Government  has  been  told 
that  if^  in  connection  with  the  revocation  of  ^e 
decrees,  the  sequestered  property  was  not  given 
up,  the  non-intercourse  would  not  be  renewed 
against  England.  These  several  letters  were 
comiflunicated  to  this  House,  and  published 
nearly  three  months  since,  and  are,  at  this  mo- 
ment, in  the  hands  of  the  British  Government, 
and,  by  this  tenure,  that  Government  has  a 
right  to  rest  assured  that  the  non-intercourse 
will  not  be  renewed  against  them.  Indeed,  to 
believe  the  contrary,  wonld  be  an  insolt  to  the 
pliffhted  futh  of  the  Executive. 

Mr.  BiGELow.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  regret  ex- 
tremely that,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session, 
and  at  this  late  hour  or  the  night,  the  high 
sense  of  the  dniy  which  I  feel  that  I  owe  to  my 
constituents  ana  to  my  conntry,  should  compel 
me  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  House 
a  few  remarks  npon  this  all-important  suliject. 
They  will  be  of  a  general  nature,  candid,  and 
as  mnoh  as  possible  confined  to  the  subject  of 
debate. 

Sir,  on  this  occasion,  I  feel  no  disposilion  to 
censure  the  conduct  of  the  President.  Permit 
me,  however,  before  I  proceed  to  the  subject, 
to  notice  a  very  singular  remark  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Ross.) 
That  gentleman  observed,  ^'that  when  this  bm 


was  laid  on  your  table,  he  was  determined  to 
vote  agisinst  it;  that  he  coufidered  it  wrong  ia 
principle,  and  injurious  in  its  coDsequeooes; 
and  that  he  should  now  vote  agsinst  it,  htd 
not  several  gentlemen,  partioularly  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Quisot,)  been  so 
severe  in  their  censures  upon  the  conduct  of 
the  Administration.  He  felt  it  his  duty  to 
support  the  Administration,  and  should,  there- 
fore, vote  for  the  bill,  although  he  disliked  it** 

Sir,  I. apprehend  the  President  will  not  feel 
under  very  great  obligations  to  that  gentlemn 
for  this  kind  of  support.  .  For  myself  I  am  fine 
to  dedare,  that  stronger  reasons  than  thoie 
must  operate  upon  my  mind,  before  I  can  gin 
my  sanction  to  a  measure  prafeasedly  impair 
and  unjust. 

This  bill,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  advocated  onlbe 
ground  that,  by  the  law  of  May,  1810,  we  an 
xmder  obligations  to  France  to  prohibit  oom- 
mercial  intercourse  with  Great  Britain.  li^  ui^ 
I  rightly  recollect,  for  I  have  not  the  hw 
before  me,  the  aubstanoe  of  the  provision,  as  it 
respected  France,  was,  that  if  she  so  revoked 
or  modified  her  edicts  and  decrees,  as  that  thef 
should  cease  to  violate  our  neutral  commerce^ 
and  Great  Britain  refused,  for  three  montlu,  to 
pursue  a  similar  course,  then  was  this  ^sfeem 
of  non-intercourse  to  conunence,  as  it  reapeett 
Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  deny  that  the  faith  of  the  na- 
tion is  pledged  by  the  law  of  M^,  1810.  It  is 
neither  a  contract  nor  a  treatT".  To  oonstitote 
a  contract,  two  parties  are  iiecessary,  at  lessL 
All  writers  upon  the  subject  have  so  oonsidend 
it;  and,  sir,  if  one  party  can  make  a  oontEMt 
with  another,  without  the  knowledge,  consent, 
or  approbation  of  the  other,  it  is  a  new  disoof- 
ery,  with  which,  as  yet.  I  am  nnaoquunted. 
Such,  sir,  is  the  nature  or  the  contract  refeoed 
to.  The  Oongress  was  the  only  party  eon- 
oemed  in  making  it.  France  knew  notlung  of 
it ;  it  was  made  wholly  without  her  consent  or 
approbation.  How,  then,  is  the  national  fiutli 
plighted  to  France  by  that  hiw  ?  Sir,  I  kaow 
of  but  one  way  in  which  the  fiiith  of  this  na- 
tion can  be  pledged  to  another,  and  that  ia,  by 
a  treaty  approved  and  ratified  by  the  oonsotB- 
ted  authorities;  and  surely,  sir,  no  gentkmaB 
will  contend  that  this  law  amounted  toa  treitj. 
I^  then,  it  was  neither  a  oontract  nor  a  treoJiy, 
the  £uth  of  the  nation  is  not  pledged.  The 
most  you  can  make  of  it  ia,  as  was  obserred  on 
a  former  occasion  by  the  honorable  gentioDiaa 
fh)m  Virginia,  (Mr.  KAirooifH,)  "^  thatitisarak 
of  conduct  for  ourselveB.*'  But!  air,  I  am  wiUing 
to  admit,  in  ofuw  France  had  fiuriy  and  honeetij 
complied  with  the  oonditiona  of  the  law,  so  often 
referred  to,  that  good  £uth  on  our  put  migbt 
have  required  that  we  ahoold  paaa  the  present 
biU.  What  was  the  condition  to  be  perfonned  on 
the  part  of  France?  Sir,  she  was  to  revoke 
and  modify  her  decreee,  ao  that  ther  ahoold 
cease  to  violate  our  neutral  oonunecoe.  Hue 
has  not  been  done.  The  Berlin  and  Milaada- 
creee  are  not  even  nominaUiy  revoked.    Look 
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ftt  the  letters  of  Mr.  Rassell,  our  Oharg^  des 
Affaires  at  Paris,  of  the  tenth  of  December  last 
Look  at  the  letters  of  the  Bakes  of  Massa  and 
Gaete,  of  the  twenty-fifth  of  the  same  month. 
Look  at  her  conduct  subsequent  to  the  first  of 
November,  the  time  when  you  were  informed 
that  those  decrees  would  cease  to  operate.  Has 
she  not  seized  every  vessel  which  has  arrived 
at  her  ports  since  that  peric^f  Ilpon  this 
point  I  will  not  waste  the  time  of  the  House  by 
attempting  to  show  that  those  decrees  are  still 
in  force,  a  fact  which  has  been  already  so  fully 
and  amply  proved  by  the  candid  and  able  argu- 
ments of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  Emott.) 

Bnt,  sir,  I  will  go  further,  and,  for  the  sake 
of  argoment,  admit,  not  only  that  the  law  of 
Kay,  1810,  has  all  the  binding  force  upon  this 
nation  of  a  treaty  made  by  the  regular  consti- 
tutional authorities,  but  that  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees  were,  on  the  fifth  day  of  August 
lart,  actoally  revoked;  and,  after  the  first  day 
KoTember,  ceased  to  violate  our  neutral  com- 
meroe.  There  is  still  another  important  point 
to  be  considered,  and  I  hope  gentlemen  will  at- 
tend to  it  with  candor. 

Sir,  it  is  a  principle  well  established  by  the 
law  of  nations,  as  well  as  by  the  laws  of  nature 
and  reason,  liiat  when  one  nation,  in  conse- 
qnenoe  of  revoking  certain  acts  injurious  to 
another  nation,  claims  from  the  other  nation 
the  performance  of  a  promise  made  on  condi- 
tion that  thoee  acts  should  be  revoked,  it  is 
Deoeeaaiy  that  the  nation  thus  claiming  the  fhl- 
fihnent  of  the  promise,  should  first,  not  only  re- 
voke those  iigurious  acts,  but  it  should  also  be 
done  fiurly  and  honestly,  without  subterfuge  or 
reserve,  and  without^  at  the  same  time,  adopt- 
ing other  measures  equally  injurious,  and  pro- 
ducing the  same  effects.  Ifow,  sir,  admit  that 
the  declaration  of  the  Due  de  Cadore,  in  his 
letter  of  the  6th  of  August,  1810,  that  the  Ber- 
lin and  Milan  decrees  were  revoked,  and,  after 
the  first  of  Noyember,  would  cease  to  violate 
our  neutral  commerce,  was  an  actual  revocation 
of  those  decrees ;  still,  sir,  if  this  was  merely  to 
amnse  and  deceiye  us,  if  another  act  equally  in- 
jurious was  at  the  same  time  substituted,  will 
it  he  contended  that  fVance  has,  nevertheless, 
iairiy  complied  with  the  conditions  of  your 
law!  Sir,  it  is  a  very  singnlar  fact  that,  on 
this  verv  fifth  day  of  August,  another  decree  was 
ivned  by  the  French  Emperor,  which  was 
equally  injurious,  and  amounted,  in  fact,  to  a 
prohibition  of  our  commerce,  as  much  as  the 
Beriin  and  Milan  decrees.  I  allude  to  tJie  du- 
ties established  by  the  Emperor  on  articles  of 
American  produce,  which  were  so. enormously 
hig^  that  the  owner  would  prefer  an  abandon- 
>D«ot  of  his  cargo  to  a  paymoit  of  the  duties. 
Even  this  was  insufl^cient;  for,  by  a  subsequent 
decree,  various  articles  were  prohibited,  and 
those  which  were  allowed,  must  only  be  ex- 
isted in  vesaeb  which  should  sail  from  Oharles- 
ton  or  New  York. 

la  this,  rir,  that  fair,  that  honest  repeal  of 


the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees;  is  this  that  lona 
fide  performance  of  the  condition ;  that  ceasing 
to  violate  our  neutral  commerce,  which  lays  us 
under  such  solemn  obligations  to  France?  Am 
I  not,  then,  Mr.  Spe^er,  authorized  to  say, 
that  the  condition  of  the  law  of  May,  1810,  has 
not  been  complied  with  ?  I  trust,  sir,  as  to  this 
point,  that  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  Mr.  Turreau,  of  the  18th  of  December  last, 
wiU  be  considered  as  conclusive.  In  this  let- 
ter, the  Secretary,  speaking  of  the  enormous 
duties  which  have  been  mentioned,  observes: 
"If^  then,  for  the  revoked  decrees,  municipal 
laws,  producing  the  same  commercial  effi^ 
have  been  substituted ;  the  mode  only,  and  not 
the  measure,  have  undergone  an  alteration." 

To  my  mind,  air,  this  insidious,  this  perfidious 
conduct,  on  the  part  of  Napoleon,  is  infinitely 
more  base,  and  merits  the  indignation  of  tihe 
American  people  infinitely  more  than  would  an 
open  refhsal  to  revoke  the  obnoxious  decrees. 
It  is  an  attempt,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  ex- 
pression, to  gull  and  deceive  us,  by  an  artftil, 
mtriginng  policy,  which  ought  to*  excite  our 
jealousy,  and  rouse  our  highest  resentments. 
I  trust,  sb,  I  have  fairly  shown  that  our  futh  is 
not  plighted,  that  we  are  under  no  obligations 
to  Napoleon.  If  in  this  I  am  correct,  tiien  the 
passage  of  the  present  bill  is  a  mere  question  of 
policy  and  interest 

It  would  be  a  mere  waste  of  time  to  attempt, 
by  a  reference  to  the  past  evils  which  have  re- 
sulted from  this  restrictive  system,  to  show  the 
impolicy  of  its  continuance.  The  bad  effects 
already  produced  are  but  too  well  known.  This, 
sir,  is  tne  fietvorable  moment  to  erase  it  from 
your  statute  books;  the  policy  and  interest  of 
the  nation  require  it 

Let  us  examine^  for  a  moment,  the  conse- 
quences of  its  continuance. 

Do  you  believe,  sir,  that  your  merchants,  a 
great  portion  of  whose  property  has  been  seized 
by  foreign  nations,  when  tiie  remnant  of  their 
vessels,  which  have  escaped,  shall,  upon  enter- 
ing your  own  ports,  be  seized  by  your  own 
custom-house  officers,  that  they  will  be  satisfied 
to  lose  the  remainder  of  their  property,  in  pur- 
suance of  your  own  kws?  They  will  think  it 
hard  enough,  that  millions  of  their  property 
have  been  seized  by  France,  by  Denmark,  and 
b^weden,  without  having  the  remainder  seized 
on  their  return,  and  confiscated  by  their  own 
Government  Surely,  sir,  they  wiU  require 
strong  evidence  of  the  fact  that  your  faith  is 
plighted  to  France,  before  they  will  be  satisfied 
vrith  the  measure  you  are  about  to  adopt 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  not  the  Representative  of 
merchants;  I  feel  no  peculiar  interest  in  their 
favor,  but  I  consider  them  a  useftil  class  of  cili- 
xens;  their  interests  are  closely  connected  with 
the  interests  of  your  farmers;  and,  in  this 
point  of  view,  they  are  at  least  entitled  to  no- 
tice. Hitherto,  your  merchants  have  been  noted 
for  their  fidmesa,  and  for  the  respect  they  have 
paid  to  Tour  revenue  laws.  But>  sir,  aftnr  hav- 
mg  their  property  plundered  by  fVanoe,  by 
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Denmark,  and  Sweden,  will  they  not,  when 
they  leam  that  from  a  scmpnlous  regard  to 
your  faith  plighted  to  France,  a  faith,  however, 
which  has  no  eziBtence,  yon  seize,  with  a  few 
exceptions^  all  which  return ;  will  they  not,  I 
repeat  it,  endeayor  to  land  their  cargoes  so  as 
to  escape  the  vigilance  of  your  officers?    Have 

Jrou  no  apprehension  that,  when  they  have  once 
eamt  the  art  of  smuggling  to  save  their  prop- 
erty from  seizure  and  confiscation,  they  will 
afterwards  practise  it,  to  avoid  the  payment  of 
duties?  I  fear  that  this  system  wiU  have  a 
tendency  to  corrupt  the  morals  of  your  mer- 
chants, and  from  them  it  will  extend  through- 
out the  country. 


Wbdnebdat,  Fehruary  2T. 

The  House  formed  a  quorum  at  half-past  ten 
o'clock. 

Mr.  Gold. — ^Mr.  Speaker,  at  a  period  when 
the  civilized  world  is  convulsed  hy  continued 
war,  to  its  centre ;  when  the  European  con- 
tinent is  exhibiting  the  marks  of  ruthless  con- 
quest, and  is  threatened  with  all  that  barbarism, 
with  which  Attila,  with  his  invading  hordes, 
overwhelmed  the  Roman  world,  it  becomes  the 
Councils  of  this  nation  to  move  with  cautious 
steps  on  the  theatre  of  our  foreign  relations ;  to 
move,  sir,  with  a  fixed  eye  on  Uie  great  law  of 
neutrality,  and  yield  an  implicit  obedience  to 
its  high  injunctions. 

It  eminently  becomes,  sir,  the  Government  of 
this  country,  in  all  our  concerns  with  the  bel- 
ligerents of  Europe,  to  carry  an  even  hand,  to 
manifest  to  both  a  fair,  impartial,  and  equal 
conduct.  Without  such  a  course,  the  conse- 
quences to  our  peace  and  prosperity,  from  the 
jei^ousy  and  violence  of  warring  nations,  are 
inevitable,  and,  with  it,  we  can  hardly  promise 
ourselves  exemption  from  aggressions  and  spo- 
liation ;  such  and  so  destructive  is  the  spirit  of 
the  times.  Need  I,  sir,  to  excite  caution  in  le- 
gislation, refer  the  House  to  the  consequences 
of  the  non-intercourse  act  of  the  1st  of  March, 
1809;  for,  however  free  from  all  exception 
from  the  belligerents  was  that  act,  yet  France, 
in  the  wantonness  of  power,  made  it  the  pre* 
text  for  the  exercise  of  the  rigorous  right  of 
reprisal  by  an  additional  decree,  which,  with 
the  preceding,  have,  like  the  besom  of  destmc- 
tion,  swept  our  property  from  the  ocean. 

It  was  on  that  act,  that  the  Rambouillet  de- 
cree of  the  28  d  of  March  IsBt,  was  founded  for 
its  sole  justification ;  and  so  do  the  very  terms 
of  the  decree,  shameful  and  disgraceful  as  it  is, 
import. 

In  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  our  Govern- 
ment under  the  act  of  the  1st  of  May  last,  (the 
act  upon  which  the  President's  proclamation 
for  a  non-importation  with  Great  Britain  is 
founded,)  permit  me,  sir,  to  ask  if  the  spirit  of  a 
&ir  and  impartial  neutrality,  so  eminently  ne- 
cessary in  the  critical  situation  of  the  United 
States,  has  guided  our  proceedings  with  the 
respective  belligerents?    By  this  act,  if  either 


of  the  belligerents  rescinded  its  edicts,  violating 
our  neutral  rights,  the  non-intercourse  act  was 
to  be  put  in  force  against  the  other  refusing  to 
rescina,  and  the  President,  by  prodamatioii, 
was  to  declare  such  &ct  of  rescinding.  Under 
this  provision,  sir,  the  President  substituted  a 
prospective  engagementfor  a  fiict  done ;  a  prom- 
ise for  a  performance ;  the  future  for  the  past, 
and  hence,  sir,  have  resulted  our  present  diffi- 
culties ;  that  crisis  which  bears  so  hard  upon 
the  American  people.  It  is  not,  sir,  my  object 
to  impeach  the  motives  of  the  President  in  thii 
ill-fated  proceeding ;  I  am  to  presume  a  love  d 
country  guided  him ;  but  it  is  impossible  not 
to  see  in  the  measure  a  course  mdulgent  to 
France,  a  construction  npon  the  letter  of  the 
Duke  de  Gadore,  of  the  6th  of  August  last, 
(touching  the  revocation  of  the  decrees  of  6^ 
lin  and  Milan,)  the  most  favorable  and  advan- 
tageous to  that  country,  and  ofiTensive  to  Great 
Britain.  For,  sir,  notwithstanding  the  above 
proclamation,  the  noonday  sun  is  not  plaintt 
than  that  those  decrees  are  not  revoked;  nor 
indeed,  sir,  will  they,  in  my  opinion,  ever  be 
revoked  under  the  above  act.  The  utmost  ex- 
tent of  our  hopes,  from  the  last  de^tdiea 
transmitting  the  official  communication  of  the 
twenty-fifth  of  December  last,  from  the  Grand 
Judge  Massa,  and  the  lifinister  of  Finance, 
Gaete,  is,  that  our  vessels  (with  their  cargoes) 
seized  in  the  ports  of  Franco  since  the  first  d 
November,  in  viol^on  of  the  slapnlation  of  the 
above  letter  of  the  6th  of  August,  and  of  all 
that  is  holden  sacred  among  nations,  may  be  at 
some  future  day,  under  some  new  and  embar- 
rassing conditions,  flowing  from  the  policy  of 
Napoleon^  restored  to  our  suffering  dtrzensk 
Bj  the  last  paragraph  of  the  above  letter  of  tbe 
Minister  of  the  Finances,  it  would  seem  that 
the  Emperor  and  King  has  shut  his  eyes  npoa 
past  engagements,  and  referred  all  that  coo- 
cems  us  to  the  second  day  of  February,  when 
new  toils  are  to  bespread,  as  is  to  be  presomed, 
for  the  unsuspecting,  credulous,  and  confiding 
American  merchant  and  navigator.  Against 
the  mass  of  evidence,  that  the  French  decrees 
are  not  revoked — evidence  which  is  increased 
by  the  melancholy  advices  of  every  east  wind^ 
the  honorable  member  (Mr.  Rhsa^  from  Ten- 
nessee, refers  us  to  the  President's  prodama* 
tion,  as  a  foundation  for  our  fidth  in  the  repeal 
of  the  decrees  to  rest  on ;  this  is  evidence  in- 
deed of  things  not  seen.  As  well  might  the 
trembling  mariner  look  to  hb  almanac  for  the 
state  of  the  weather  at  the  moment  the  pitiless 
tempest  is  beating  upon  him,  and  his  veasel  is 
sinMng  under  the  shock  of  the  elements.  What- 
ever ground  of  hope  or  belief  in  the  good  futh 
of  France  existed  at  the  time  of  iasuing  the 
proclamation,  subsequent  events  have  removed 
those  grounds  from  under  our  feet,  and  blasted 
all  our  hopes;  the  wily  policy  of  the  Fk^end 
Court  stands  confessed ;  the  Emperor  loves  but 
to  chasten ;  he  seduces  but  to  destroy. 

While  the  indulgent  course,  the  finvoraUe  in- 
terpretation of  Uie  letter  of  Cad(»^e  of  the  5th 
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of  Angast  above  mentioned,  was  adopted  by 
the  Cabinet  towards  France;  was  a  sdmilar 
temper  and  disposition  manifested  in  relation  to 
Great  Britain? 

I  fear,  sir,  this  part  of  the  case  will  not  well 
bear  semtin  j.  That  the  Orders  in  Connoil,  and 
not  the  doctrine  of  blockade,  were  the  objects 
of  the  act  of  the  Istof  May,  in  relation  to  Great 
Britain,  not  only  the  debates  of  the  period,  bnt 
the  recollection  of  every  member  of  this  House, 
will  bear  me  out  in  asserting.  That  mere 
cniising  blockades,  and  every  other  blockade 
not  supported  by  an  actnal  investing  force,  is 
onwarranted  by  the  laws  of  nations,  is  my  clear 
conviction ;  it  is  the  result  of  examination  and 
reflection -on  the  subject;  but  unfounded  in 
public  law  as  is  the  doctrine  set  up  by  Great 
Britain,  its  abandonment  or  modification  can 
only  be  expected  from  treaty,  and  not  by  an 
isolated  declaration  at  the  threshold,  under  the 
threat  of  a  specific  alternative.  The  Orders  in 
Council  being  removed,  the  blockade  of  May, 
1806,  Tvould  have  been  little  more  than  nomi- 
nal ;  why  then  was  it  insisted  on  as  indispen- 
sable, under  the  above  act  ?  Through  a  strange 
fatality,  something,  inconsiderable  in  itself  is 
always  found  in  our  demands  upon  Great 
Britain,  to  bar  a  settlement. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  is  calculated  much 
more  to  put  in  jeopardy  the  neutral  character 
of  oar  Government  is  the  bill  on  the  table. 
While  all  is  uncertainty  qpd  embarra^^ent 
with  France ;  while  her  decrees  remain  merely 
suspended  and  not  revoked ;  while  your  mer- 
chimts;,  trusting  to  the  plighted  faith  of  tiie 
Emperor,  have  been  drawn  into  the  French 
ports  and  there  betrayed  and  sacrificed ;  while 
commerce  is  bleediuff  at  every  pore  under  the 
merciless  gripe  of  Napoleon,  we  are  called  on 
to  go  farther  to  conciliate  France,  than  she  was 
entitled  to,  had  she  faithfully  revoked  her  de- 
crees. Upon  revoking  his  decrees,  the  Empe- 
ror was  entitied  to  have  the  act  of  the  1st  of 
May  carried  into  effect  against  Great  Britain, 
and  be  was  entitled  to  no  more.  Such,  sir,  is 
the  precise  condition  imposed  on  the  United 
Btotes  by  the  letter  of  the  Duke  de  Cadore, 
of  the  6th  of  August,  and  this  is  the  whole 
extent  of  the  requirement.  Upon  what  ground, 
then,  sir,  is  it  that  we  are  called  on  to  pass  this 
additional  non-importation  act  against  Greift 
Britain?  If  France  has  revoked  her  decrees-, 
is  not  a  non-importation  with  Great  Britain  in- 
evitable, and  does  it  not  exist  ?  But  I  will  put 
the  key  to  the  door:  let  us  not  dissemble; 
France  has  not  revoked,  and  for  that  cause  and 
that  alone,  has  the  question  arisen,  whether 
there  be  at  this  time  a  legal  non-importation 
with  Great  Britiun.  I^  sir,  there  be  any  other 
dlffical^,  in  the  way  of  a  non-importation  with 
Great  Britain;  if  there  does  exist  any  other 
possible  obstacle,  let  the  advocates  of  the  bill 
name  that  obstacle.  I  make  the  appeal  to  gen- 
tlemen, I  demand  of  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee who  reported  this  bill,  why  and  where- 
fore it  is  presented  f    France  has  fiEuled  to  re- 


voke her  decrees,  and  as  such  revocation  was, 
under  the  act  of  the  first  of  May,  a  pre-requisite 
to  non-importation  with  Great  Britain,  such 
non-importation  must  fall,  unless  thi«i  additional 
act  in  favor  of  France  is  passed.  This,  sir,  is 
the  whole  length  and  breaath  of  the  case ;  and 
on  no  other  ground  can  this  disastrous  measure 
be  placed.  If  France  revoked  her  decrees,  she 
was  entitled  to  a  non-importation  against  Great 
Britain,  and  if  she  failed  to  revoke,  what  ?  The 
bill  gives  the  answeiv-she  is  equaUy  entitled ; 
so  that,  do  what  France  may  do,  the  end  must 
be  a  non-importation  with  England.  Such,  sir, 
is  the  logic  of  your  bill;  such  the  impartiality 
towards  the  belligerents ;  such  and  so  barefaced 
the  subversion  of  the  great  principle  of  the  act 
of  May  last. 

The  principle  of  the  act  of  May  was  Just  and 
equal ;  our  offers  to  Great  Britain  and  France 
were  the  same,  and  the  result,  in  case  of  refu- 
sal, alike  to  both.  France  met  the  offer  by  the 
famous  letter  of  Cadore,  of  the  6th  of  August; 
in  which,  with  more  than  ooniurer's  skill,  this 
disciple  of  the  Jesuits  brought  together  and 
united  both  present  and  future ;  he  revoked  and 
did  not  revoke ;  he  gave  up  the  decrees  and  yes 
retained  their  operation  or  effects ;  he  made  tlie 
revocation  both  absolute  and  condition^ ;  abso- 
lute for  obtaining  the  President's  proclamation, 
conditional  for  the  purpose  of  eluaing  perform- 
ance ;  absolute  for  drawing  our  property  within 
his  clutches,  conditional  for  retaining  it,  to  fill 
his  coffers  and  fatten  his  minions;  in  fine,  sir, 
the  letter  was  one  thing,  or  another  thing,  or 
nothing  at  all,  as  artifice  might  suggest  or  future 
events  render  necessary. 

But,  sir,  the  most  copiotis  source  of  error  that 
I  have  witnessed  during  the  various  debates 
upon  the  proceedings  under  tiie  act  of  the  1st 
of  May,  is  found  in  the  extent  of  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees.  The  gentiemen  who  have  com- 
menced their  career  of  conciliation  with  France^ 
treated  those  decrees  as  operating  only  on  tiie 
narrow  ground  of  direct  conuneroe  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  on  our 
vessels  to  other  ports  which  have  submitted  to 
British  search ;  hence  the  effort  to  Justify  the 
late  seiEures  of  our  vessels  in  Fnmce,  upon 
grounds  consistent  with  the  repeal  of  those  de- 
crees, as  being  laden  with  British  colonial  pro- 
duce, &G,  But,  sir,  this  cannot  avail  or  give 
the  least  color  to  the  pretence  of  a  repeaL 

The  Berlin  decree  Qhat  decree  which  emana- 
ted firom  the  French  Emperor  at  the  capital  of 
prostrate  Prussia,  where  he  sat  like  Marius  over 
the  ruins  of  Carthage)  contains  ten  distinct  arti- 
cles ;  the  6th  and  7th  prohibit  all  trade  in  Brit- 
ish merchandise,  and,  the  more  effectually  to 
close  all  the  avenues  to  the  continent,  exclude 
from  the  continental  ports  all  vessels  coming 
from  Great  Britain  or  her  colonies,  or  that 
diall  have  visited  the  colonies  after  the  date  of 
the  decree.  The  Duke  de  Cadore,  by  the  above 
letter  of  the  6th  of  August,  pledged  the  Em- 
peror, his  master,  for  the  entire  repeal  of  this 
decree  without  any  reservation.     Had   this 
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pledge  been  faithfully  redeemed ;  had  soch  re* 
peal  been  had  with  good  faith,  it  would  have 
sabvected  the  whole  continental  Bjstem  and  re- 
moved all  difficulty  both  between  the  United 
States  and  France,  and  between  us  and  Qreat 
Britain,  as  it  must  have  produced  the  actual  re- 
sult required  by  Great  Britain,  in  restoring  the 
commerce  of  the  world  to  that  state  it  was  in 
at  the  promulgation  of  the  decrees.  Although 
tiie  above  decrees  partake  of  municipal  as  well 
as  external  regulation,  yet  the  French  Emperor, 
foreseeing  that  Great  Britain  would  not  relin- 
quish the  ground  taken  whUe  the  continental 
system,  so  hostile  to  her  commercial  interests, 
was  continued,  and  yielding  for  a  moment,  ad 
is  supposed,  to  the  groans  of  subjugated  States, 
stipulated  by  the  above  letter  for  a  relinquish- 
ment of  his  system  by  an  entire  repeal  of  those 
decrees.  Let  me  repeat,  sir,  had  France  proved 
faithful  to  her  engagements,  the  United  States 
would  at  this  moment  have  had  a  prosperous 
commerce  with  Europe,  and  the  present  state 
of  things  IS  fairly  imputable  to  the  Emperor, 
with  whom  that  bill  on  your  table  invites  us  to 
proclaim  "  all  is  well.^'  I  look  about  me,  sir, 
with  emotions  of  concern  and  anxiety  to  &)d  a 
ground  on  which  to  justify  the  course  adopted 
by  this  bill  towards  the  belligerents.  The  peace, 
the  reputation,  and  honor  of  my  country  are 
concerned.  While  the  sreat  principles  of  justice 
and  fair  neutrality  shau  be  our  landmarks  and 
guide,  come  what  may,  fall  when  we  may,  we 
shall  stand  Justified  to  the  world,  and  what  is 
of  more  consequence,  we  shall  have  the  sup- 
port of  our  own  consciences;  the  sweet  and 
consoling  reflection,  that  we  stand  clear  of  fault 
and  deserve  a  better  fate.  This  bill  will  not 
^6  the  United  States  this  high  and  enviable 
(tondition. 

Ht.  Pearson. — ^It  is  but  seldom,  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  address  yon,  especially  on  subjects  of  the  na- 
ture and  importance  of  that  which  is  now  under 
discussion.  Perhaps  on  this  account,  I  nuy  not 
be  the  less  entitled  to  your  indulgence  and  the 
attention  of  this  assembly. 

Being  opposed  to  the  principles  of  this  biU^ 
and  having  no  confidence  in  the  reasons  or  pre- 
tences by  which  it  is  attempted  to  be  justified, 
I  shall  not  trouble  you  with  an  exposition  of  its 
particular  details,  however  novel,  arbitrary,  and 
impolitic  they  may  appear.  The  bill  proposes 
substantially  a  revival  of  that  system  of  com- 
mercial restrictions,  under  which  the  people  of 
our  country  have  so  long  and  severely  suffered. 
It  substantially  denies  all  intercourse  with  Great 
Britain  and  her  colonies,  by  excluding  iirom  our 
ports  British  vessels  of  every  description,  and 
the  products  and  manufactures  of  that  nation  of 
every  kind,  and  to  whomsoever  they  belong ; 
while  at  the  same  time,  every  possible  indul- 
gence is  granted  to  France — ^her  vessels,  armed 
and  unarmed,  her  products  and  those  of  the  na- 
tions which  eJic  has  subjugated,  find  no  restraint 
from  us.  Here  let  me  remark,  that  to  those 
two  contending  powers,  whenever  their  inter- 
est, or  the  interests  of  either  of  them  come  in 


contact  with  the  interests  of  my  own  oountiy, 
I  feel  no  preference,  I  make  vlo  discriminatioii ; 
my  first  best  wishes  ever  are  at  home.  I  now 
solemnly  appeal  to  gentlemen,  why  shall  we,  at 
this  moment,  make  this  marked  distinction? 
Why  shall  we  take  this  hostile  attitude  against 
Great  Britain,  and  open  our  arms  to  the  euH 
brace  of  France — ^when,  by  doing  so,  we  most 
inevitably  afiSict  our  own  people,  and  depart 
from  that  character  of  neutrality,  which  hsi 
been  the  alleg^  boast  of  the  present  and  late 
Administration  ;  and  which  alone  has  afforded 
those  in  power  an  apology  with  the  people  for 
those  wild  schemes  of  policy,  with  which  their 
course  has  been  but  too  plainly  marked,  and 
that  accumulated  distress  which  every  man  has 
seen,  and  every  honest  man  has  felt  ?  Can  it 
be  because  Bonaparte  has  said  be  lov»  the 
Americans  ?  I,  sir,  know  no  other  cause.  I 
know  it  has  been  sud  on  this  floor,  and  said  too 
by  the  honorable  gentleman  who  reported  this 
bill,  and  his  honorable  colleague,  (Mr.  Ghouox,) 
that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  are  revok- 
ed ;  and,  in  compliance  with  the  law  .of  the  lata 
session  of  Congress,  the  &ith  of  this  nation  is 
pledged  to  Bonaparte,  for  the  due  execution  of 
that  law  against  Great  Britiun.  To  those  opin- 
ions my  understanding  cannot  assent— the  obli- 
gation to  Bonaparte  I  neither  feel  nor  believe. 
That  none  such  exist  will  not,  in  my  opinion, 
be  difficult  to  prove.  For  a  fair  undwstanding 
of  this  question,  it  becomes  necesaary  to  apply 
to  the  law  of  May,  1810.  On  that  law  and 
the  proceedings  which  have  been  subeeqneotly 
adopted  by  this  Government  and  France,  most 
the  propriety  of  the  present  measures  be  justi- 
fied or  condemned.  The  act  alluded  to,  in  sob- 
stance,  declares  :  "  That  in  case  ^ther  Gfeat 
Britain  or  France  shall,  before  the  Sddayof 
March  next,  so  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts,  that 
they  shall  cease  to  violate  the  neutral  oommeroe 
of  the  United  States,  which  fiftct  the  PresideBt 
of  the  United  States  shall  dedare  by  proclama- 
tion, and  if  the  other  naticm  shall  not,  within 
three  months  thereafter,  so  revoke  or  modUx 
her  edicts  in  like  manner,  the  restrictive  ]Nt>Ti> 
sions  of  the  law  of  1809  are  to  be  revived  and 
have  full  force  and  effect  against  the  nation  ao 
refusing  or  neglecting  to  revoke  mmo^^ 
d^c,  and  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  act,  are 
fh>m  the  date  of  such  proclamation,  to  cease  and 
be  discontinued  in  relation  to  tibe  nation  revok- 
ing or  modifying  her  decrees  in  the  manner 
aforesaid* 

The  emphatic  words  of  this  law  are,  so  revoke 
or  modify,  as  that  they  oeaae  to  violate,  4bG. 
Here  is  a  positive,  unconditional,  indispensable 
prerequisite,  to  be  complied  with  before  the 
President  was  authorized  to  exercise  the  power 
^ven  to  him ;  a  specific  fact  was  to  exi^  and 
he  was  empowered  amply  to  make  its  existence 
known  to  the  nation ;  no  discretion  was  allov* 
ed  ;  nothing  left  to  doubtful  construction— no 
conditional  promissory  note  of  a  perfidjovs 
agent,  of  a  more  perfidious  master,  was  con- 
templated by  the  law.    The  great  queatioa  nov 
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IS,  does  the  fact  on  which  the  prodamation  was 
alone  to  issue,  and  on  which  it6  le^timacj  solely 
depends,  exist,  or  does  it  not  t  "Die  very  doubt 
ought  to  decide  the  question — ^the  burden  of 
proof  unquestionably  ought  to  rest  on  those 
who  call  on  us  to  pass  this  law  ;  and  in  their 
own  language,  execute  the  contract,  and  violate 
not  the  faith  so  solemnly  plighted  to  "  Napo- 
leon the  Great  ^^ — ^unfortunately  the  evidence 
on  which  they  rely  disproves  the  £Eu:t,  and  we 
are  enabled  to  do  what  can  seldom  be  done, 
and  ought  never  to  be  required — ^prove  a  nega- 
tive. 

The  letter  of  the  Duke  de  Oadore,  of  the  5th 
August^  1810,  the  proclamation  of  the  2d  of  JN'o- 
vember,  and  Mr.  Pinkney's  diplomatic  special 
pleading  in  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
of  the  10th  of  December,  constitute  the  whole 
burden  of  proof  upon  which  the  advocates  of 
this  bill  rest  their  defence,  and  the  evidence  of 
the  fact  on  which  alone  it  can  be  justified.  I 
have  stated  the  law,  and  what  I  conceive  to  be 
its  obligations  on  the  President  and  ourselves. 
It  wiU  now  be  proper  to  take  a  correct  view  of 
this  famous  letter  of  the  Due  de  Oadore  of  the 
5th  August,  this  honeyed  charm,  which  has  se- 
duced us  into  a  labyrinth,  from  whose  gloomy 
cells  and  devious  windings  we  are,  I  fear,  not 
soon  to  be  extricated.  This  letter,  which  con- 
tains but  one  sentence  of  plain  truth,  viz :  *^  That 
the  Emperor  applauded  the  general  embargo 
laid  by  the  United  States  ^ — after  asserting  the 
most  palpable  falsehood,  by  denying  that  the 
^nperor  had  knowledge  of  our  law  of  March, 
1809^  until  very  lately,  and  justifying  the  seiz- 
ure and  condemnation  of  all  American  prop- 
erty which  had  entered,  not  only  the  ports  of 
France,  but  those  of  Spain,  Naples  and  Holland, 
dating  from  the  20th  of  May,  1809 ;  and  declar- 
iiig  that  reprisal  was  a  right  commanded  by  the 
dignity  of  France,  a  circumstance  on  which  it 
was  impossible  to  make  a  compromise — ^the  let- 
ter proceeds:  "Now  Congress  retrace  their 
stepsy  they  revoke  the  act  of  the  first  of  March, 
the  ports  of  America  are  open  to  French  com- 
merce, and  France  is  no  longer  interdicted  to 
ihe  Axnericans.  In  short,  Congress  engages  to 
oppose  itself  to  that  one  of  the  belligerent  pow- 
ers which  should  refuse  to  acknowledge  the 
rights  of  neutrals.  In  this  new  state  of  thiugs, 
I  am  authorized  to  declare  to  you,  sir,  that  me 
decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  revoked,  and 
tiiat  after  the  first  of  November  they  will  cease  to 
have  effect ;  it  being  understood,  that  in  conse- 
quence of  this  declaration,  (remark,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, this  declaration,  not  this  fact,)  the  Enffhsh 
shall  revoke  their  Orders  in  Council,  and  re- 
nounce the  new  principles  of  blockade,  which 
they  have  wished  to  establish,  or  that  the  Unit- 
ed States,  conformable  to  the  act  you  have  just 
communicated,  shall  cause  their  rights  to  be  re- 
spected by  the  English" — ^then  foUows  in  sweet 
accents  His  Miyesty 's  declaration  of  love  for  the 
Americans,  his  solicitude  for  our  prosperity,  and 
the  glory  of  France. 

l£is  is  the  gilded  piU,  in  which  lurks  a  most 


deadly  venom,  and  which  if  we  swallow,  I  fear 
all  the  political  quackery  of  the  nation  cannot 
save  us.  On  this  letter,  gentlemen  rely  for  the 
revocation  of  the  French  edicts,  and  the  free- 
dom of  our  commerce  with  France.  Allowing 
the  most  favorable  construction  to  this  letter, 
and  abstracting  it  from  circumstances  and  facts 
both  before  and  after  its  date,  it  will  not  bear 
gentlemen  out  in  their  conclusion  ;  it  does  not 
satisfy  your  law,  and  did  not  warrant  the  state 
of  things  which  has  been  and  is  about  to  be 
produced.  Instead  of  an  existing  and  deter- 
mined fact,  we  have  a  promise,  and  that  too 
clogged  with  conditions,  whidi  it  was  well 
known  to  the  Emperor  would  not  or  could  not 
be  complied  with  to  the  extent  required  by  him. 
The  conditions  which  depended  on  Great  Brit- 
ain, he  knew,  never  would  be  yielded,  and  that 
which  depended  on  ourselves  was  nothing  short 
of  war  with  England  or  our  own  citizens,  by 
oppressing  them  with  a  perpetual  embargo. 
Instead  of  an  authenticated  act  of  revocation, 
bearing  the  authority  of  the  most  ordinary  law 
or  edict  of  the  French  Empire,  we  have  nothing 
but  a  letter  from  the  agent  of  the  Government, 
and  which  the  Emperor  may  disavow  at  pleas- 
ure—as was  done  in  the  case  of  the  Minister  of 
Marine,  in  his  explanations  to  Gener4  Arm- 
strong of  the  intended  operation  of  the  Berlin 
decree — ^instead  of  the  restoration  of  the  im- 
mense amount  of  American  property,  of  which 
your  citizens  have  been  most  cruelly  and  un- 
justly robbed  by  this  fell  monster  of  the  age — 
and  which  the  President  declared,  through  the 
Secretary  of  State,  in  letters  to  General  Arm- 
strong of  the  5th  of  June  and  July,  must  pre- 
cede an  arrangement  with  France,  and  was  an 
indispensable  evidence  of  the  just  purpose  of 
France  towards  the  United  States ;  instead  of 
having  forty  or  fifty  millions^  worth  of  our  prop- 
erty restored,  we  are  vauntingly  told,  that  the 
property  was  confiscated  as  a  measure  of  re- 
prisal, that  the  principles  of  reprisal  must  be 
the  law  in  that  affair,  and  that  a  compromise 
would  be  inconsistent  with  the  dignity  of 
France — the  plain  English  of  which  is,  we  have 
the  property  and  we  will  keep  it.  Mr.  Speaker, 
are  we  to  be  thus  amused  ?  Common  honor 
and  common  sense  revolt  at  the  idea. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  Chbvss,)  whom  I  am  very  much  in- 
clined to  respect^  in  an  ingenious  argument 
which  he  made  the  other  day,  to  prove  that 
the  French  decrees  were  revoked,  told  you  that 
the  relocation  of  those  decrees  depended  on  the 
mere  volition  of  the  mind  of  the  Emperor,  not 
requiring  authentication  or  form ;  and  although 
they  might  be  revived  the  next  moment,  or 
substituted  by  other  regulations  equally  affect- 
ing our  neutral  rights,  still  they  were  revoked. 
Thus  attributing  an  authority  to  Bonaparte,  de- 
scriptive of  the  power  of  the  God  of  nature — 
when  he  said,  let  there  be  light  and  there  was 
light.  And  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr.  QuiNOT,  (who  contended  that 
form  was  essential  to  the  repeal  of  a  decree,  he 
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remarSed  that  the  gentleman  wanted  form  and 
not  substanoe.  From  this  oonrse  of  reasoning, 
I  conceive  the  gentleman  has  admitted,  that 
this  pretended  revocation  has  neither  form  nor 
snbstance.  An  edict  may  be  defined  to  be  a 
law  promulgated  in  such  form  as  the  institutions 
of  the  country  require,  or  some  act  of  sovereign 
authority,  which  has  gone  through  the  establish- 
ed forms  of  office,  so  as  to  become  obligatory. 
The  edicts  of  France  have  an  appropriate  form, 
their  authority  is  attested  by  the  Emperor  ana 
publicity  is  given,  for  the  direction  of  those 
whose  duty  it  is  to  carry  them  into  effect.  Sir, 
the  decree  of  the  most  absolut'C  monarch  on 
earth  is  no  decree  till  it  is  published.  I  con- 
tend that  a  relocation  or  modification  of  an  edict 
requires  the  same  or  equal  solemnities  with  its 
enactment ;  the/act  must  exist  and  be  officially 
made  known  before  it  becomes  obligatory — no 
declaration  of  an  intention  to  revoke,  can  con- 
stitute an  actual  revocation.  The  act  ought  not 
only  to  be  determined  and  public,  but  suscepti- 
ble of  authentication,  and  capable  of  being  com- 
municated to  the  nation  and  the  world. 

This  opinion,  if  it  needs  authority,  is  support- 
ed by  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  our  Ministers  at  Paris  and  London,  of  the 
6th  July.  Mr.  Pinkney  is  directed  in  these 
words — *'  Kthe  British  Government  should  ac- 
cede to  the  overture  contained  in  the  act  of 
Congress,  by  repealing  or  so  modifying  its 
edic^  as  that  they  will  cease  to  violate  onr  neu- 
tral rights,  you  will  transmit  the  repeal,  prop- 
erly authenticated,  to  General  Armstrong,  and 
if  necessary,  by  a  special  messenger,  and  you 
will  hasten  to  transmit  it  also  to  this  Depart- 
ment—-similar  directions  are  given  to  Gtoeral 
Armstrong.^* 

Will  it  iQT  a  moment  be  contended,  that  the 
ibrmal  cmthenUcation  required  by  the  Admin- 
istration, could  mean  a  Jesuitical,  insolent,  equiv- 
ocal, conditional  letter,  full  of  sound,  and  mean- 
ing nothing  for  our  good  ?  But,  say  gentlemen, 
the  President  received  the  evidence  and  issued 
his  proclamation.  This  is  true ;  but  why  has 
he  done  so,  and  how  justified  by  the  law  under 
which  alone  he  was  authorized  to  act,  is,  to  my 
mind,  perfectly  inexplicable ;  why,  in  the  course 
of  this  arrangement  with  France,  he  has  varied 
the  ground  which  he  firrt  took — ^why  dispensed 
with  requisites  at  one  time  declared  indispen- 
sable— ^why  he  advanced  in  exactions  from  Great 
Britain  in  proportion  as  he  receded  from  de- 
mands on  France,  is  left  for  himself  and  those 
who  have  more  wisdom  than  myself,  to  deter- 
mine. I  trust,  sir,  I  have  a  proper  share  of 
confidence  in  the  Executive,  and  have  no  dis- 
position to  detract  from  his  merit ;  but  he  is 
only  man,  and  therefore  subject  to  the  frailties 
man  is  heir  to.  We  have  as  yet  no  such  maxim 
fttiong  us,  as  that  the  Executive  is  infallible — 
he  can  do  no  wrong.  Whatever  may  be  the 
disposition  of  other  gentlemen,  I  am  as  yet  too 
free,  too  much  of  a  genuine  Bepubliean  to  sub- 
scribe to  such  a  doctrine.  I  said,  sir,  that  in  the 
oourseof  this  arrangement  with  France,  the  Ad- 


ministration advanced  in  their  demands  on  Great 
Britain  and  receded  as  to  France. 

I  argue  from  the  documents,  which  accompa- 
nied the  President's  Message  at  the  opening  of 
the  present  session  of  Congress.  The  nrst  letter 
in  the  documents  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  Mr.  Pinkney,  of  the  20th  January,  1810,  does 
not  contain  a  word  on  the  subject  of  blockades 
—on  the  contrary,  the  Orders  in  Coundi  ire 
alone  required  to  be  repealed,  as  preparatoiy  to 
a  treaty  with  Great  Britain  ;  and  the  Briti^ 
Government  are  assured  of  the  cordial  disposi- 
tion ^  of  the  President  to  exercise  any  power 
with  which  he  may  be  invested,  to  put  an  eod 
to  acts  of  Congress  which  would  not  be  resort- 
ed to  but  for  the  Orders  in  Council,  and  at  the 
same  time  of  his  determination  to  put  them  in 
force  against  France,  in  case  her  decrees  should 
not  ateo  be  repealed." 

His  letter  of  the  4tk  of  May,  which  wa^  the 
first  after  passing  the  act  of  the  1st  of  May  last, 
that  enclosed  a  copy  of  that  act,  is  not  publish- 
ed. On  the  22d  of  May,  another  letter  is  sent 
enclosing  a  second  copy  of  the  act  of  Congress 
in  which  there  is  not  to  be  found  any  requisition 
of  a  repeal  of  the  blockade  which  is  now  made 
a  nne  qua  ndn  to  an  arrangement  with  Great 
Britain.  But  on  the  2d  of  July,  after  the  arri- 
val of  the  John  Adams,  which  brought  the  cor- 
respondence between  our  Ministers  at  Paris  and 
London,  and  the  Agents  of  the  British  and 
French  Governments,  on  the  subject  of  the  re- 
peal of  their  several  orders  and  decrees ;  and 
when  it  was  known  that  the  British  Govern- 
ment would  not  abandon  her  system  of  blockade 
and  adopt  the  principles  contended  for  by  France 
— ^in  this  letter,  I  sav,  is  contained  not  only  a 
demand  of  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Conndl, 
but  also  of  the  blockading  order  of  May,  1806. 
I  have  already  shown,  fh)m  the  letters  before 
me,  of  the  6th  June  and  July,  that  the  restora- 
tion of  the  property  of  our  citizens,  confiscated 
by  the  order  of  Bonaparte,  was  declared  by  the 
Executive  as  an  indispensable  pre-requisite  to  an 
arrangement  with  the  French  Government 
But  the  proclamation  of  the  President  has  been 
issued  without  a  cent  of  property  being  re8to^ 
ed ;  nor  is  there  the  most  distant  prospect  of 
our  regaining  a  shilling  from  his  iron  gra^. 
Thus  have  the  Administration  clianged  the 
ground  first  taken,  increased  the  demands  on 
Great  Britain,  and  abandoned  what  was  deem* 
ed  indispensable  on  the  part  of  France. 

So  conscious  was  tiie  President  of  the  just  ex- 
pectation of  the  people  of  this  country,  that 
provision  would  be  made  for  the  restoration  of 
their  property,  he  informs  Mr.  Armstrong  on 
the  2d  of  November,  the  day  the  proclaroitioii 
was  issued,  that  *'  in  issuing  the  proclamation  it 
has  been  presumed,  that  the  requisition  on  the 
subject  of  the  sequestered  property  will  have 
been  complied  with."  From  what  this  presump- 
tion arose,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  say-— the  letter  of 
the  Due  de  Cadore  to  Generid  Armstrong,  of 
the  12th  September,  had  been  received  here;  we 
had  been  told  there  would  be  no  compromiae; 
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the  law  of  reprisal  must  goyern.  Sir,  the  law 
of  repiisa],  as  recognized  by  the  laws  of  nations, 
oonld  never  have  anthorized  the  seizure.  Re- 
prisals can  only  be  resorted  to  in  case  of  an 
act  of  hostility  committed  by  one  nation  on  the 
property  or  citizens  of  another,  and  after  com- 
pensation for  the  iivlnry  has  been  demanded  and 
refiised  ;  and  even  in  that  case,  the  property 
taken  i»  to  be  held  only  in  pledge^  till  satisfac- 
tion is  made  by  the  offending  nation.  The  mo- 
ment that  confiscation  takes  place  the  principle 
of  reprisal  ceases  and  it  becomes  an  act  of  war. 
We  had  done  no  injury  to  France ;  we  had  vio- 
lated nekher  the  rights  of  the  persons  or  prop- 
er^ of  her  subjects — ^no  demand  of  indemnity 
was  ever  made;  not  a  complaint  whispered,  till 
nearly  twelve  months  after  the  passing  of  the 
law,  (and  after  its  expiration  too,)  which  is 
made  the  pretext  for  this  monstrous  outrage. 
The  law  of  reprisal  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
a£&ir,  and  the  confiscation  of  our  property  ex- 
dudes  the  idea  of  restoration.  I  confess  I  was 
astonished,  and  felt  humbled  as  an  American, 
when  I  heard  the  language  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  in  his  Message  to  Congress 
at  the  opening  of  the  present  session  on  this  sub- 
ject. Instead  of  that  high  indignant  tone,  de- 
manded hy  the  honor  and  feelings  of  the  nation, 
he,  in  the  mildness  of  calm  philosophy,  says, 
^'  It  was  particularly  anticipated  that  as  a  fur- 
ther evidence  of  just  dispositions  towards  them, 
restoration  would  have  been  immediately  made 
of  the  property"  of  our  citizens,  seized  under  a 
ndaapplication  of  the  principles  of  reprimU^ 
and  a  misconstruction  of  a  law  of  the  United 
States.  This  expectation  has  not  been  fulfilled. 
Thus  the  question  as  to  the  restoration  seems  to 
he  ahaodoned ;  one  kind,  loving  word  from  Na- 
poleon the  Great,  (as  he  has  been  triumphantly 
ealled  in  this  House,)  this  modem  Alexander 
(without  his  virtues,  with  all  his  faults)  disarms 
OS  of  oar  rage,  and  we  give  millions  for  his 
emhrace. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
(Mr.  Eppes)  who  reported  the  biU,  in  reply  to 
the  veiT-  able  speech  of  a  gentleman  from  New 
York  (Mr.  Emott)  who  addressed  you  in  the 
early  stage  of  thin  discussion,  appeared  to  me 
rather  to  question  the  purity  of  the  source  from 
which  they  came,  than  to  have  answered  the 
argatnents  of  that  gentleman.  This  mode  of 
reasoning  may  answer  the  purposes  of  gentle- 
men, hnt  is  surely  unfavorable  to  fair  investiga- 
tion ;  it  tends  to  abridge  the  freedom  of  debate, 
and  prevent  that  firm,  deci^va,  and  candid  ex- 
position of  those  measures,  which  we  conceive 
may  vitally  affect  the  happiness  of  the  people. 
This  is  a  privilege  and  a  duty  which  I  shidl  ever 
r^^rd  and  ever  perform.  The  same  gentleman 
(Mr.  Efpes)  and  several  others,  have  reminded 
us  of  the  arrangement  made  with  Mr.  Erskine ; 
and  offer  it  as  a  precedent  for  the  justification 
of  the  President's  proclamation  and  this  bill, 
(which  are  subetantiallv  one  and  the  same 
thing.)  I  had  supposed  that  that  unfortunate 
arrangement  would  have  been  kept  out  of  sight 


by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House. 
It  was  to  have  been  expected  they  would  care- 
fully avoid  an  attempt  to  make  one  bad  prece- 
dent justify  another;  they  must  have  forgotten 
how  that  arrangement  militates  against  the 
proclamation,  and  the  demand  which  is  now  so 
positively  made  of  a  revocation  by  Great  Britain 
of  her  order  of  blockade  of  May,  1806.  Tliat 
arrangement,  almost  dictated  by  the  Adminis- 
tration, and  which  was  perfectly  satisfactory  to 
us  all,  did  not  contain  one  syllable,  not  the  most 
distant  information,  relative  to  the  repeal  of 
that  order,  which  now  appears  to  excite  so 
highly  the  indignation  of  gentlemen,  and  has^ 
been  magnified  into  a  cause  of  war.  The  order 
of  blockade  was  at  that  time  more  recent,  and 
if  so  injurious  as  now  alleged,  could  not  have 
escaped  the  attention  of  the  Executive,  and  his 
vigilant  Cabinet,  when  they  were  providing  for 
the  annulment  of  the  Orders  in  Council  of  Janu- 
ary and  November,  1607.  That  arrangement 
was  made  without  requiring  a  repeal  of  the 
blockade — now  nothing  can  be  done  without  a 
repeal,  and  thus  we  are  to  be  blockaded  both 
at  home  and  abroad. 

It  may  be  further  remarked,  that  by  the  law 
of  February,  1808,  the  President  was  authorized 
to  suspend  the  embargo  as  to  France  or  Great 
Britain,  on  the  same  conditions  pointed  out  by 
the  act  of  May,  1810.  In  the  exercise  of  that 
power,  the  President  instructed  Mr.  Pinkney  to 
propose  to  the  British  Government  a  repeal  of 
the  embargo  as  to  that  nation,  and  its  continu- 
ation against  France,  if  the  Orders  in  Council  of 
January  and  November,  1807,  should  be  re- 
scinded. At  that  time  nothing  was  said,  no 
demand  was  made,  not  even  a  proposition  of- 
Ux^  on  the  subject  of  the  blockade  in  question. 
My  attention,  sir,  has  been  somewhat  drawn  to 
this  part  of  the  subject  by  the  importance  which 
has  been  given  to  it  in  the  document  before  me, 
and  the  arguments  of  gentlemen  of  this  House, 
particularly  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
^PES,)  who  said  much  on  this  subject  the  other 
day,  in  answer  to  arguments  which  the  gentle- 
man fh>m  New  York  (Mr.  Emott)  did  not  make. 
He  reiterated  last  night  that  his  arguments 
were  unanswered  and  unanswerable.  I  do  not 
profess,  sir,  to  be  perfectly  acquainted  with  the 
practical  extent  of  the  order  of  blockade  of  May, 
1806,  nor  do  I  know  the  precise  quantum  of 
injury  we  have  sustained  by  it,  nor  am  I  to  be 
understood  as  attempting  its  justification — I 
should  be  the  last  to  concede  any  principle  or 
any  right  to  which  my  country  has  a  claim. 
But,  sir,  I  am  compelled  to  believe,  that  an  ar- 
tificial importance  is  at  this  moment  given  to 
the  subject,  which  it  has  not  received  at  any 
other  period  since  the  adoption  of  that  reguli^ 
tion  by  the  British  Government.  I  have  al- 
ready shown  that,  in  the  negotiation  of  1808, 
and  in  the  arrangement  with  Mr.  Erskine,  the 
question  was  not  even  made  a  matter  of  con- 
testation ;  and,  sir,  from  an  examination  of  the 
Executive  papers,  from  the  date  of  the  order  of 
the  blockade,  down  to  the  present  session  of 
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Coneress,  I  haye  not  been  able  to  discover  a 
smgle  paper  remonstrating  against  tbe  order, 
or  insisting  on  its  revocation,  nor  do  I  know  of 
a  single  case  of  the  condemnation  of  an  Ameri- 
can vessel  under  its  operation.  On  the  contrary, 
at  the  time  of  its  adoption,  (daring  the  adminis- 
tration of  Mr.  Fox,  who  was  believed  to  be  as 
friendly  disposed  towards  ns,  as  any  man  who 
ever  administered  the  afihirs  of  the  British 
Cabinet,)  this  measore  was  spoken  of  by  onr 
Minister  at  London  (Mr.  Monroe)  as  a  relaxa- 
tion favorable  to  neutral  commerce.  It  may 
not  be  improper  to  refer  to  the  order  itself  as 
communicated  by  Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Monroe,  on 
the  16th  of  May,  1806 ;  after  the  preamble  Ais 
note  states  "  that  the  King,  taking  into  consid- 
eration the  new  and  extraordinary  means  re- 
sorted to  by  the  enemy  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
tressing the  commerce  of  his  subjects,  has 
thought  fit  to  direct  that  necessary  measures 
should  be  taken  for  the  blockade  of  the  coast, 
rivers,  and  ports,  from  the  river  Elbe  to  the 
port  of  Brest,  both  ^inclusive ;  and  the  said 
coast,  rivers,  and  ports,  are,  and  must  be  con- 
ndered,  as  blockaded.  But  His  MaieBty  is 
pleased  to  declare,  that  such  blockade  tSsaH  not 
extend  to  prevent  neutral  ships  and  vessels, 
laden  with  goods  not  being  the  property  of  BiB 
Mivjesty^s  enemies,  and  not  being  contraband  of 
war,  from  approaching  l^e  said  coasts  and  en- 
tering into  and  sailing  from  tbe  rivers  and  ports, 
(save  and  except  the  coaaL  rivers,  and  ports, 
from  Ostend  to  the  river  Seine,  already  in  a 
state  of  strict  and  rigorous  blockade,  and  which 
are  to  be  considered  as  continued,)  provided 
the  said  ships  and  vessels  so  approaching  and 
entering  (except  as  aforesaid,)  shall  not  have 
been  laden  at  any  port  belonging  to,  or  in  pos- 
session o^  His  Miijesty's  enemies,  and  that  the 
said  ships  and  vessels  so  suling  from  the  said 
rivers  and  ports,  (except  as  aforesaid)  shall  not 
be  destined  to  any  port  belonging  to,  or  in  pos> 
session  of  His  Migesty's  enemiefl.  nor  have  pre- 
viously broken  the  blockade.''  This  order,  then, 
only  excludes  from  those  4>ortB  vessels  having 
enemies'  property  on  board  or  articles  contra- 
band of  war,  in  both  of  which  cases  they  are 
liable  to  seizure  by  the  law  of  nations,  at  least 
it  has  been  long  contended  for  on  the  part  of 
Britain;  it  also  prevents  the  direct  carrying 
trade  fr^m  one  port  to  another  of  an  enemy. 
If  this  latter  extension  is  not  recognized  by  the 
law  of  notions,  it  is  generally  the  subject  of 
treaty,  and  was  provided  for  by  oUr  treaty  with 
the  British  Government,  and  the  late  conven- 
tion formed  by  Mr.  Monroe  with  the  British 
Government^  but  which  was  r^ected  princi- 
pally becaose  Great  Britdn  required  us  not  to 
submit  to  the  Berlin  decree— a  requisition,  sir, 
infinitely  short  of  what  we  are  now  to  comply 
with,  at  the  dictation  of  France — ^by  which 
colonial  produce  was  required  to  be  relanded  in 
the  United  States  before  it  would  be  admitted 
into  the  ports  of  the  oontinent  By  this  order, 
hma  Jide  neutral  vessels,  with  neutral  pro- 


duce, sailing  frt>m  our  own  country,  never  were 
affected. 

The  gentleman  frY>m  Virginia  (Mr.  Effu) 
has  said  this  order  of  blockade  has  not  a  single 
feature  of  a  regular  blockade ;  in  this,  the  gen- 
tleman is  tolerably  correct,  and  when  he  de> 
nounces,  what  in  the  fashionable  cant  of  the 
day  are  (»lled  paper  blockades,  I  join  most 
heartily  in  the  execration.  It  is  true  this  order 
of  May,  1806,  has  scarcely  a  feature  of  a  regular 
blockade.  It  was  not  avowed  at  the  time  to  be 
even  a  constructive  blockade,  nor  was  the  right 
contended  for  of  blockading  without  an  actoal 
investing  foroe.  It  does  not,  like  ordinary 
blockades,  attempt  a  complete  prohibiticm  to 
all  trade  witJi  those  ports,  but  omy  to  the  par- 
ticular objects  and  specified  cases  which  I  hare 
mentioned.  The  previous  measures  of  France 
are  declared  by  Mr.  Fox  to  be  the  cause  of  this 
order.  What  were  those  measures?  They  wen 
no  less,  as  regards  ourselves,  than  a  violation  of 
the  treaty  which  had  been  solemnly  entered 
into  between  this  country  and  France ;  by  ha^ 
assiuff  our  trade,  seizing  and  confiscating  onr 
vessels  in  pursuing  the  commerce  gnaranteed  to 
us  by  that  treaty ;  she  had  usurped  authority 
in  almost  every  port  and  city  from  Elbe  to  Brest, 
and  excluded  the  introduction  of  British  pro- 
ducts and  merchandise,  whether  belonging  to 
American  citizens  or  British  subjects. 

Now,  sir,  let  me  state  to  you  the  langni^of 
our  Minister  (Mr.  Monroe)  at  the  time  this  or- 
der was  issued.  In  his  letter  of  the  17th  of  May, 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  speaking  of  the  order, 
he  says,  ^^the  note  is  couched  in  terms  of  re- 
straint, and  professes  to  extend  the  blockade  fur- 
ther than  it  has  heretofore  done,  nevertheleas  it 
takes  it  from  many  ports  alreiady  blockaded, 
indeed  all  east  of  Ostend  and  west  of  the  Seine, 
except  in  articles  contraband  of  war  and  enemy^ 
property,  which  are  seizable  without  Uockade; 
and  in  like  form  of  exception,  considering  evoy 
enemy  as  one  power,  it  admits  the  trade  of 
neutrals  within  the  same  limits  to  be  firee^  in 
the  productions  of  enemy's  colonies,  in  eveiy 
but  the  direct  route  between  the  colony  and 
parent  country. 

^^It  cannot  be  doubted  but  the  note  was 
drawn  by  the  Government  in^  refSerenoe  to  tbe 
question,  and  if  intended  by  the  Cabinet  as  a 
foundation  on  which  Mr.  Fox  is  authorized  to 
form  a  treaty,  and  obtained  by  him  for  the  por- 
pose,  it  must  be  viewed  in  a  very  &Tonble 
light ;  it  seems  clearly  to  pnt  an  end  to  farther 
seizures,  on  the  principle  which  has  heretofore 
been  in  contestation."  This  view  of  the  salgect, 
which  surelv  is  a  fair  one  connected  with  the 
silence  of  the  Administration  fcnr  foor  yean» 
must  put  an  end  to  the  clamor  so  often  raised 
against  this  order,  which  has  been  the  aliased 
cause  of  the  Beriin  decree,  and  charge  againsi 
Great  Britain,  of  having  beien  the  first  agj^ressor 
on  onr  neutral  rights.  Sir,  we  have  indeed 
been  insulted,  ii\}urad,  and  abused  by  both  na- 
tions, to  an  extent  which  would  jnstj^r  *d7 
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in  car  power,  bat  let  us  not  palliate 
the  crimes  of  one,  and  magnify  those  of  the 
oUier ;  and,  above  all,  let  nsnot  whip  onrselves 
becaose  thej  will  not  respect  ns;  let  ns  not 
beoome  so  Quixotic,  as  to  act  the  part  of  a  &- 
mons  knight  in  the  tales  of  chivalry,  who  tor- 
tared  himself  because  his  mistress  would  not  be 
kind. 

Mr.  Speaker,  as  the  arrangement  with  Mr. 
Erskine  has  been  often  mentioned,  and  much 
relied  on  by  the  advocates  of  this  bill,  it  deserves 
some  farther  notice.  That  arraugement  was 
the  first  act  of  the  present  Executive,  after  he 
came  into  office ;  it  was  presumed  to  have  been 
fairly  and  properly  made — ^it  was  hailed  as  a 
political  jubilee  by  all  denomiuatiQns  of  poli- 
ticians— ^particularly  those  who  had  not  con- 
tributed to  the  elevation  of  the  present  Chief 
Magistrate ;  we  thought  we  perceived  in  that 
event  the  evidence  of  a  disposition  in  the  present 
Exeontive  (which  we  could  not  discover  in  his 
predecessor)  to  relieve  this  country  from  that 
gyetem  of  commercial  restriction,  that  self- 
destroying  policy,  which  had  made  us  poor  in- 
deed; we  also  thought  a  determination  was 
manifeeted  not  to  decline  any  advantageous 
accommodation  with  Great  Britun,  whether 
France  said  yea  or  nay.  It  will  be  but  too  weU 
remembered  that  we  had  been  groaning  for  two 
years  under  the  pressure  of  non-importation, 
embargo,  and  non-intercourse— your  treasury 
was  drained,  your  citizens  unable  to  pay  their 
debts,  and  your  courts  of  justice  actually  shut 
up,  at  least  so  far  in  many  States  (and  among 
the  rest  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  in 
part  to  represent)  as  to  suspend  the  effect  of 
executions ;  your  cities  and  seaports  were  inac- 
tive or  deserted;  gloom  and  dismay  marked 
the  features  of  the  nation,  and  hope  had  almost 
bid  ns  fareweU ;  we  fancied  in  this  arraugement 
the  glimmerings  of  returning  sunshine,  peace, 
and  prosperity :  with  honest  and  upright  hearts^ 
we  were  willing  to  applaud  the  hand  that  gave 
it,  without  questioning  or  suspecting  the  man- 
ner or  motives  with  which  it  was  given.  The 
delusion  soon  vanished ;  and  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion to  declare,  had  I  then  known  what  I  noyr 
know,  I  should  have  not  offered  such  unqualified 
applause. 

Mr.  Speaker,  let  us  make  a  very  strange  and 
very  £alse  supposition,  that  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees  were  actually  repealed,  and  did 
cease  to  have  effect  on  the  first  of  November. 
What  have  we  gained  ?  What  advantage  have 
we  derived  from  it?  And  have  we  not  been 
officially  informed  by  the  French  Minister  in 
this  city  (General  Turreau)  in  his  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  of  the  12th  December,  1810, 
that  our  most  valuable  productions,  particu- 
larly of  the  Southern  Stcu;es,  are  at  this  mo- 
ment excluded  fkom  the  ports  of  France  t  As 
to  the  important  articles,  cotton  and  tobacco,  he 
says :  ^  their  in^portation  into  France  is  at  tliis 
moment  especisJIy  prohibited,  but  I  have  rea- 
sons to  believe  (and  I  pray  you  meanwhile  to 
observe,  ur,  they  do  not  rest  on  any  facts)  that 


some  modifications  will  be  given  to  this  abso- 
lute exclusion.  Tliese  modifications  will  not 
depend  on  the  chance  of  events,  but  will  be  the 
result  of  other  measures,  firm  and  pursued  with 
perseverance,  which  the  two  Governments  will 
continue  to  adopt  to  withdraw  from  the  mo- 
nopoly and  from  the  vexations  of  the  common 
enemy  a  commerce  loyal  and  necessary  to 
France  as  well  as  the  United  States."  In  this 
letter  we  find  the  touchstone,  the  true  clue  to 
French  favor— war  with  England.  Connected 
with  this  letter  from  Turreau,  is  a  decree  of 
the  16th  July,  1810,  which,  in  point  of  principle 
and  arrogance,  is  not  surpassed  by  any  act  in 
the  history  of  Bonaparte.  By  this  decree 
thirty  or  forty  American  vessels  may  import 
into  France^  under  license,  cotton,  fish,  oil,  dye- 
wood,  salt-nsh,  cod-fish,  and  peltay ;  they  must 
export  wine,  brandy,  silks,  linens,  cloths,  jewel- 
lery, household  furniture,  and  other  manufac- 
tured articles ;  they  can  only  depart  fi*om 
Charleston  and  New  York,  under  me  obliga- 
tion of  bringing  with.th^  a  gazette  of  the  &j 
of  their  departure,  also  a  certificate  of  the 
origin  of  the  merchandise,  given  by  the  French 
Consul,  containing  a  sentence  in  cypher.  The 
French  merchants  who  shall  cause  fbeir  vessels 
to  come,  must  prove  that  they  are  concerned  in 
the  fabrics  of  Paris,  Bouen,  and  other  towns. 
Here  is  an  attempt  to  extend  French  influence 
by  bribing  a  select  class  of  our  merchants; 
granting  &vors  to  favorites.  It  is  an  attempt  to 
make  commercial  regulations  in  our  own  ports, 
and  to  violate  our  constitution,  by  giving  a 
preference  to  the  ports  of  Charleston  and  New 
York,  over  all  the  rest  in  the  United  States, 
which  is  specially  denied  by  the  constitution. 
In  addition  to  all  this,  we  have  a  list  of  duties 
established  at  the  French  custom-house  on  the 
5th  August  (the  very  day  on  which  twenty  or 
thirty  American  vessels  and  cargoes  were  sold 
and  the  proceeds  given  over  to  Bonaparte — ^the 
very  memorable  6th  August,  the  birthday  of 
the  celebrated  letter  of  the  Due  de  Cadore)  sub- 
jecting long  staple  4)otton  to  a  tariff  of  eighty 
cents  per  pound,  short  staple  sixty  cents,  and 
tobacco  forty  cents  per  pound.  By  another 
decree  of  the  12th  September,  1810,  potash  is 
taxed  at  one  dollar  twenty-five  cents,  cod- 
fish two  dollars,  rice  four  dollars  per  hundred 
— ^thus  are  we  loved,  favored,  and  taxed. 

There  can  be  no  importation  of  American 
productions  into  France  but  on  terms  utterly 
inadmissible;  The  act  of  May  last,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Secretary  of  State,  had  for  its 
object  not  merely  the  recognition  of  a  **  specu- 
lative," legitimate  principle,  but  the  eigoyment 
of  a  substantial  benefit  The  overture  then 
presented  obviously  embraced  the  idea  of  com- 
mercial advantage,  it  included  the  i-easonable 
belief,  that  an  abrogation  of  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees  would  leave  the  ports  of  France 
as  free  for  the  introduction  of  the  produce  of 
the  United  States,  as  they  were  previously  to 
the  promulgation  of  the  decrees.  I^  then,  for 
the  revoked  decrees,  municipal  lawsj  producing 
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the  same  effect  have  been  sabstitated,  the  mode 
only  and  not  the  measure  has  undergone  an 
alteration.  If  France,  by  her  own  acts,  has 
blocked  np  her  ports  against  the  introduction 
of  the  products  of  the  ifnited  States,  what  mo- 
tive has  the  Government  in  a  discussion  with  a 
third  power,  to  insist  on  the  privilege  of  going 
to  France?  Whence  the  inducement  to  urge 
the  annulment  of  a  blockade  of  France,  when, 
if  annulled,  no  American  cargoes  would  obtain  a 
market  in  any  of  her  ports  ?  In  such  a  state  of 
things,  a  blockade  of  the  coast  of  France  would 
be  to  the  United  States  as  unimportant  as 
would  the  blockade  of  the  Caspian  Sea.  This 
is  the  language  of  truth  and  common  sense, 
language  which  I  did  not  very  much  expect  to 
hear  from  the  Secretary  at  this  time ;  because 
it  exposes  the  proclamation  of  the  President, 
and  condemns  the  present  bill.  But  truth,  like 
murder,  will  out,  and  it  ought  to  strike  dumb 
the  advocates  of  this  biU,  and  open  their  eyes 
to  a  different  policy.  But,  sir,  going  on  to  the 
supposition  that  the  French  decrees  are  actually 
repealed,  and  cease  to  have  effect,  pursuing  the 
principle'  about  to  be  established  of  taking 
words  for  deeds,  and  form  for  substance,  what 
is  to  become  of  the  promise  of  Lord  WeUesley 
to  Mr.  Pinkney,  of  the  Slst  of  August,  1810, 
when  he  states  that  he  is  commanded  by  his 
M^esty  to  repeat  the  declaration  made  to  this 
Government  in  February,  1808,  of  his  M^esty's 
desire  to  see  the  commerce  of  the  world  re- 
stored to  that  freedom  which  is  necessary  for  its 
prosperity,  and  his  readiness  to  abandon  the 
system  which  had  been  forced  upon  him,  when- 
ever the  enemy  should  retract  the  principles 
which  had  rendered  it  necessary ;  and  to  assure 
us  tiiat  whenever  the  repeal  of  the  French 
decrees  shall  have  actually  taken  effect,  and  the 
commerce  of  the  neutral  nations  shall  have  been 
restored  to  the  condition  in  whidi  it  stood 

greviously  to  the  promulgation  of  those  decrees, 
ewill  feel  the  highest  satisfaction  in  relin- 
quishing a  system  which  the  conduct  of  the 
enemy  compelled  him  to  adopt.    Here  is  a 

I)romis6  equally  solemn,  (and  as  there  is  at 
east  as  much  virtue  in  the  Britash  Government 
as  there  is  in  that  of  France,)  as  much  to  be 
relied  on  as  that  of  the  Due  de  Oadore ;  and  as 
certainly  as  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were 
revoke(i,  and  would  cease  to  have  effect  on  the 
first  of  November,  so  certainly  have  we  the 
same  assurance  that  the  orders  of  Great  Britain 
would  be  rescinded.  Shall  we  then  believe  the 
one  and  not  the  other  f  Shall  we  frown  and  look 
big  at  England,  while,  with  timid  and  abject 
Bubmission,  we  crouch  at  the  feet  of  France, 
and  quietly  rivet  the  chains  prepared  for  us? 
Mr.  Speaker,  the  goddess  of  justice  has  been 
described  as  being  blind,  witii  sword  in  one 
hand,  and  the  scale  and  balance  in  the  other, 
but  if  she  is  invoked  in  this  measure,  she  comes 
blind  indeed,  with  a  sword  in  one  hand,  but  no 
balance  in  the  other;  in  one  hand  is  the 
emblem  of  war,  in  the  other  the  badge  of 
riaveiy. 


If  war  with  England  must  happen,  let  it  be 
done  openly  and  for  ourselves ;  let  us  not  com- 
mence the  attack  by  practishig  on  our  own 
citizens;  and  let  it  not  be  said  we  have  been 
caught  in  the  snares  of  Bonaparte.  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  do  not  oppose  this  bill  because  it  professes  to 
give  some  relief  to  those  merchants  whose  ves- 
sels suled  before  the  date  of  the  proclamation, 
and  which  may  have  departed  from  a  British 
port.,  prior  to  the  2d  of  February,  1811,  but,  rir, 
because  I  wish  to  rid  the  country  of  this  whole 
consumptive  system ;  and,  if  that  cannot  be  done, 
I  will  not  aid  in  propping  up  the  President's 
proclamation,  by  takmg  from  the  Judidaiy  of 
the  country  the  power  of  deciding  on  its  valid- 
ity, which  is  one  of  the  avowed  objects  of  this 
bill.  I  had  rather  trustee  the  opinion  of  the 
judges  for  entire  relief  to  our  citizens,  from 
the  operation  of  the  law  of  May,  1810,  than 
grant  the  partial  exemption  contemplated  by 
this  bill.  The  honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  Efpb) 
who  reported  this  bill,  declares  that  its  great 
object  is  to  prevent  questions  ariang  in  the 
courts,  on  the  construction  of  the  law  of  May, 
1810,  and  the  effect  of  the  President's  prodama- 
tion.  This,  to  my  understanding,  is  legislating 
retrospectively;  it  is  ex  past  faeto;  and,  like 
the  Rambouillet  decree,  is  not  only  prospective, 
but  retroactive.  It  takes  from  our  citizens  the 
right  of  appealing  to  the  courts  of  jostice,  and 
makes  the  fiat  of  the  Executive  die  sopreme 
law — a  dbctrine  subversive  of  the  first  princi- 
ples of  republicanism,  and  strange  to  be  advo- 
cated by  gentlemen  who  came  into  power  under 
the  name  of  republicans. 

It  is  in  vain,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  seek  for  the 
justification  of  this  measure  from  any  thing 
France  has  done,  or  from  the  indications  which 
she  has  given  of  her  fixed  course  of  policy. 
Her  great  objeot  is  the  destruction  of  the  com- 
merce of  the  world ;  and  she  wishes  to  make 
us  tributary  to  that  end,  and,  if  possible,  to 
embroil  us  in  a  war  with  England. 

The  disposition  of  Bonaparte  towards  us  rests 
not  alone  on  his  acts  of  aggression,  rapine,  and 
plunder ;  the  imprisonment  of  our  dtixens,  the 
burning  and  sequestration  of  our  properly.  He 
has  heaped  upon  this  devoted  country  all*  the 
epithets  which  malice  could  suggest  or  tyranny 
dictate ;  he  has  exhausted  the  cup  of  bitterness, 
and  made  us  drink  the  dregs  of  humiliation ;  he 
has  declared  his  decrees  should  suffer  no  change, 
and  that  the  Americans  should  take  the  positiTe 
character  of  allies  or  enemies.  As  long  aso  as 
the  15th  of  January,  1808,  he  issued  a  dedara- 
tion  of  war  for  us  against  Great  Britain ;  aa  m- 
conditional  surrender  of  your  rights  is  d^ 
manded,  or  an  obedience  to  his  dictates.  And 
are  we  not  in  the  act  of  yielding  obedience! 
Sir,  the  nation  which  pretends  to  dictate  Isws 
to  another  offers  chains.  With  more  than 
Christian  charity  do  we  seem  to  forget  and  for- 
give the  indignities  offered  to  our  national  charj 
acter ;  and  the  unkind,  the  severest  cot  of  all 
to  the  present  Administration,  contained  in  the 
letter  of  the  Duo  de  Oadore  to  General  Ann- 
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.^w.^  of  the  17th  of  Febraaiy,  1810,  in  which 
we  are  told  that  His  Mf^jestj  could  place  no  re- 
lianoe  on  the  proceedings  of  the  United  States. 
We  are  advis^  to  tear  to  pieces  the  act  of  onr 
independence ;  declared  to  be  more  abject  than 
the  slayes  of  Jamaica;  that  we  are  men  without 
honor,  energy,  or  just  political  yiews :  that  we 
will  be  obliged  to  fight  for  interest,  after  hav- 
ing refhsed  to  fight  for  honor.  Our  present 
nilere  are  there  contrasted  with  the  brave  end 
flenerona  heroes  of  our  Revolution,  and  they  are 
declared  to  be  fit  for  the  yoke  which  had  been 
thrown  off  by  their  ancestors.  This  letter  had 
scarcely  reached  onr  shores,  the  ink  was  scarcely 
dry,  it  vras  fresh  in  our  memories,  when  the 
letter  of  the  5th  of  August  was  received ;  which, 
like  a  Lethean  draught,  threw  the  shade  of  ob- 
tivion  over  our  insults  and  our  wrongs;  we 
sipped  the  poison  as  it  fell,  and  I  fear  it  is  fast 
spreading  through  the  body  politic 

Mr.  Speaker,  1  turn  with  disgust  from  those 
poUated  pages  before  me — this  history  of  our 
wrongs,  this  tyrant's  love — ^would  to  God  they 
oonld  be  blotted  from  our  memories ;  or,  if  re- 
membered, let  it  be  with  abhorrence  and  de- 
tec»tation. 

I  deprecate  the  course  of  policy,  if  policy  it 
may  be  termed,  which  is  now  about  to  be  forced 
npon  ns.  I  protest  against  it  as  a  measure  wjn- 
rioQS  to  ourselves ;  weak,  temporizing,  and  par- 
tial in  its  operation  on  foreign  nations ;  unau- 
thorized by  the  actual  state  of  things;  and 
calculated  to  hasten  the  period  of  our  union 
with  the  destinies  of  France. 

Sir,  unless  we  turn  from  this  wayward  course, 
this  highway  to  ruin,  the  time  cannot  be  very 
distant  when  your  deserted  ports,  your  unin- 
habited cities,  your  oppressed  people,  and  even 
your  firesides  and  your  altars,  will  only  exhibit 
the  sad  signs  of  what  they  were.  And  I  fear, 
nr,  the  period  is  fast  approaching  when  it  will 
not  again  be  said,  *^  that  we  are  a  people  with 
whom  the  fierce  spirit  of  liberty  is  stronger 
than  among  any  other  people  on  earth ;  whose 
institutions  inspire  them  with  lofty  sentiments ; 
who  do  not  judge  of  an  ill  principle  only  by  an 
actual  grievance ;  but  who  anticipate  the  evU, 
and  judge  of  the  pressure  of  the  grievance  by 
the  badness  of  the  principle ;  who  snuff  the  ap- 
proach of  tyranny  in  every  tainted  breeze." 

'When  Mr.  P.  had  concluded,  the  House  ad- 
jouined  to  six  o^dock  this  evening. 

Six  o'eloeh,  P.  M. 

The  House  was  called  to  order,  and  resumed 
the  unfinished  business. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Randolph  to 
postpone  the  subject  to  Friday  next,  and  lost — 
ayes  86,  noes  86. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  B.  to  post- 
pone it  until  to-morrow. 

On  this  motion  a  debate,  which  ttam  its  na- 
tore  caused  irritation,  took  place,  in  which 
Messrs.  Randolph  and  Eppes  were  the  prind- 
pai  speakers. 


Much  warmth  was  excited,  and  frequent  calls 
to  order  made. 

The  question  on  postponement  till  to*morrow 
was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays.  For  postpone- 
ment, 44 ;  against  it,  74. 

Mr.  Pitkin  spoke  more  than  an  hour  against 
the  bill  generally,  and  in  support  of  the  particu- 
lar proposition  which  ho  was  about  to  make. 
He  contended  that  the  Emperor  of  France  had 
not  fulfilled  his  engagement  to  the  United 
States,  inasmuch  as  the  decrees,  if  revoked, 
which  he  denied,  had  not  been  revoked  on  the 
day  on  which  he  had  engaged  to  revoke  them. 
He  quoted  the  history  of  the  connection  of 
Spain  with  France  as  evidence  of  the  perfidy  of 
Bonaparte,  from  whom,  he  said,  no  compliance 
with  his  promises  could  be  expected,  &o.  In 
supporting  his  amendment,  Mr.  P.  contended 
for  its  beneficial  effects  to  our  merchants :  and 
it  would  not  he  said,  be  more  a  breach  of  our 
contract  witn  France  than  the  first  section  of 
the  biU  now  before  the  House.  The  one  was, 
in  flact,  as  much  a  departure  from  the  engage- 
ment with  France  as  the  other.  The  following 
was  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Pitxin  : 

Promdedy  alsOj  That  nothing  in  this  act,  or  the  act 
to  which  this  is  a  sapplement,  shall  be  oonstmed  to 
affect  any  vessels  owned  whoUy  by  a  citizen  or  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  or  the  cai^goes  of  any  snch 
vessels  which  shall  have  cleared  out  from  any  port  in 

the  West  Indies  within days  after  the  2d  of 

February,  1811. 

The  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  were,  46 
yeas;  68  nays. 

Mr.  Maoov  addressed  the  Chair  on  the  merits 
of  the  bill  at  some  length.  He  believed  the 
President  to  have  been  Justified  in  issuing  his 
proclamation  by  the  Due  de  Gadore's  letter; 
but  as  subsequent  information  had  been  re- 
ceived from  France,  the  question  appeared  to 
him  to  resolve  itself  into  this:  Was  the  se- 
questration of  our  vessels  from  the  1st  Novem- 
ber to  the  ^d  of  Februanr  a  violation  of  our 
neutral  rights  or  not  ?  Had  the  decrees  been 
so  modified,  under  present  circumstances,  as 
that  they  had  ceased  to  violate  our  neutral 
commerce?  He  conceived  not^  and  should 
therefore  vote  against  the  bilL  He  deprecated 
the  course  of  debate,  and  the  irritation  which 
prevailed  in  the  House,  as  tending  to  bring  thia 
body  into  disrepute,  ice, 

lir.  P.  B.  PoBTBB  then  said  that,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  coming  to  a  decision  on  ther  bill,  and 
putting  an  end  to  a  scene  which  was,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  disreputable  to  the  House,  he 
moved  for  the  previous  question  on  engrossing 
the  bill. 

The  previous  question  was  taken  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  a 
third  reading— 66  to  0. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time. 

The  previous  question  was  required  on  its 
passage,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Randolph  twice  successively  moved  an 
a^oumment.  Motions  negatived ;  the  first  65 
to  10,  the  second  66  to  8. 
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The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was 
then  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  64,  nays 
12,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Wil- 
liam Anderson,  David  Bard,  William  T.  Bany,  Bur- 
well  Bussett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert 
Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  Joseph 
Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  James 
Cochran,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  Joseph 
Desha,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findlay,  Meshack 
Franklin,  BarziUai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas 
Gholeon,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  James  Holland,  Jacob 
Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Thomas  Kenan,  John 
Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Samuel  McKee,  William  McKinley, 
Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Samuel  L.  MitchiU,  John  Mont- 
gomery, Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah 
MorroW)  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Thos.  Newbold,  Thos. 
Newton,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias 
Richards,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Erastos  Root,  Ebenezer 
Sage,  John  A.  Scudder,  Ebeneser  Seaver,  Adam  Sey- 
bert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  G^ 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup, 
Charles  Turner,  jr^  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Whiter 
h\\\^  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Nay&— Abgah  Bigelow,  Barent  Gardenier,  Richard 
Jackson,  jr.,  William  Kennedy,  Nathaniel  Maoon, 
Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Randolph,  Riohard  Stanford, 
Jacob  Swoope,  Archibald  Van  Home,  Laban  Wheaton, 
and  Ezekiel  Whitman. 

The  HoQse  then  ad[joi]rned  to  meet  again  at 
one  o'clock. 

The  following  is  the  bill  as  it  passed  this 
Honse: 

A  Bill  supplementary  to  the  act^  entitled  **An  act 
concerning  the  oonmiercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britam  and  France, 
and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes.^ 
iTtf  it  enactedj  ^.,  That  no  vessel,  owned  wholly  by 
a  citizen  or  cttizens  of  the  United  States,  which  ahaSx 
have  departed  from  a  British  port,  prior  to  the  2d  day 
of  Februaiy,  1811,  and  no  merchandise  owned  wholly 
by  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  imported 
in  such  vessel,  shall  be  liable  to  seizure  or  forfeiture 
on  account  of  any  infraction  or  presumed  infraction 
.  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  which  this  act  ia  a  sup- 
plement. 

Sbc  2.  And  he  it  Jkariher  enacted,  That,  in  oase 
Great  Britain  shall  so  revoke  or  modiQr  her  edicts, 
as  that  they  shall  cease  to  violate  the  neutral  com- 
meroe  of  the  United  States,  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  shall  declare  the  fact  by  proclamation; 
and  such  proclamation  shall  be  admitted  as  evidence, 
and  no  other  evidence  shall  be  admitted  of  such  re- 
vocation or  modification  in  any  suit  or  prosecution 
which  may  be  instituted  under  the  fourth  section  of 
the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supplement.  And  the 
restrictions  imposed,  or  which  may  be  imposed,  by 
virtue  of  the  said  act,  shall,  from  the  date  o£  such 
proclamation,  cease  and  be  ^scontinued. 

Ssa  8.  And  be  it  further  enaetedj  That,  until  the 
proclamation  aforesaid  shall  have  been  issued,  the 
several  provisions  of  the  third,  fourth^  fifth,  sizlih, 
seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  tenth,  and  eif^iteenth  sections 
of  the  aict,  entitied  "An  act  to  interdict  the  commer- 
oial  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependencies,  and  for 
other  purposes,**  shall  have  full  force  and  be  imme- 
diately carried  into  effect  against  Britain,  her  oolo-  I 


nies,  and  dependencies :  Pnmded,  kaweeer.  That  aoj 
vessel  or  merchandise  which  may,  in  pursaame  tber^ 
o^  be  seized,  prior  to  the  fact  being  aaoertaintd, 
whether  Great  Britain  ahaD,  on  or  before  the  seeood 
day  of  Februaiy,  one  thousand  eight  hnndied  and 
eleven,  have  revoked  or  modified  her  edicts  in  the 
manner  above  mentioned,  shall,  nevertheless,  be  re- 
stored, on  application  of  the  parties,  on  their  giring 
bond  with  approved  sureties  to  the  United  Statoi,  in 
a  sum  equal  to  the  value  thereof,  to  abide  tiie  ded- 
rion  of  the  proper  court  of  the  United  States  there- 
on ;  and  any  such  bond  shall  be  conndered  as  satis- 
fied if  Great  Britain  shall,  on  or  before  the  seeood 
day  of  Februaiy,  one  thousand  eifht  hundred  sad 
eleven,  have  revoked  or  modified  her  edicts  in  tiis 
manner  above  mentioned :  Proviiedf  abo,  That  nodH 
ing  herein  contained  shall  be  oonstnud  to  affect  saj 
ships  or  vessels,  or  the  caigoes  of  ships  or  vesnh^ 
wholly  owned  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  which  had  cleared  out  for  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  or  for  any  port  beyond  the  same,  prior  to  the 
tenth  of  November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
ten. 


Satubdat,  Maroh  2. 
Bank  of  the  United  Stata. 

Mr.  P.  B.  PoBTES,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  twenty-fifth  ultimo, 
the  memorial  of  the  Stockholders  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States^  made  the  followmg  n- 
port^  which  was  read : 

"  The  committee  to  whom  was  refened  the  me- 
morial of  the  Stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  report : 

*'  That  they  have  carefully  examined  the  variooi 
matters  set  forth  in  the  said  memorial,  and  attaotire- 
ly  listened  to  the  representations  of  the  gentiemca 
who  have  iqypeared  in  behalf  of  the  aud  petitiooan 
The  object  of  the  memorialists  is  to  obtain  ezteuMa 
of  their  corporate  powers  beyond  the  period  fimilad 
for  the  expiration  of  their  charter,  so  aa  to  eaabls 
them  to  prosecute  for  their  debts,  and  to  anaag^ 
Uqnidate,  and  close  the  variona  oonoema  of  the  con* 
pany. 

"  The  committee  are  of  o^nnion  that  a  law  of  Con- 
gress, granting  the  powers  prayed  for,  would  fadUtite 
the  final  adjustment  of  the  affairsof  tiie  bank,  allhoagh 
they  do  not  think  such  a  law  indispensable  to  thst  ob- 
ject But  believing,  as  your  committee  do,  thst,  ia 
gpranting  the  originalcharter  to  the  stockholden^  Om- 
gross  transcended  the  legitimate  powera  ef  the  ooa- 
stitution ;  the  same  objeotion  now  presents  itself  t» 
tiie  extension  of  any  of  their  coiporate  capaaitisa 

^  If  the  committee  had  time  to  go  into  the  infea- 
tigation,  and  to  present  to  the  Hooae  the  varioos 
reasons  which  have  conduced  to  tiiia  opinion,  it 
would  be  more  than  useless  to  divert  its  attantioa 
firom  the  important  oonoems  of  the  nationy  at  this 
late  period  of  the  session,  to  a  sulgeci  whicdi,  Imt  a 
few  days  since,  was  so  fully  and  eUbontely  discMseil. 

*<  They  therefore  beg  leave  to  introdooe  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

''Beeolvedt  That  the  prayer  of  tiie  memorialiMU 
ought  not  to  be  granted." 

The  House  agreed  to  meet  to-monow,  (beiog 


The  House  then  acyonmed  to  dx  o'dook  this 
evening. 
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March  2 — 6  o'etock^  p,  m. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smus, 

Be&oloed^  That  the  thanks  of  this  Honse  be 
presented  to  Joseph  B.  VABiniK,  in  teslunonj 
of  Uieir  approbation  of  his  condnct  in  the  dis- 
diarge  of  the  ardnons  and  important  dnties  as- 
fligDed  to  him  while  in  the  Ohair. 

The  Spbajqeb  then  made  his  acknowledg- 
ments to  the  House  in  the  following  words : 

GeiUiemm  of  (he  Boiue  ff  BeprttmiMivn  : 

I  acknowledge,  with  grateful  sendbilitf ,  the  idd 
70a  haye  aflbided  me  in  the  dischazge  of  tiie  dutiet 


of  Speaker.  Your  approbation  of  my  condnct  in  tho 
important  office  yon  have  been  pleaaed  to  assign  me> 
affords  me  yeiy  great  consolation ;  and  permit  me  to 
assure  yon,  gentlemen,  that  yon  have  my  most  ardent 
wishes  for  your  individual  prosperity  and  happiness. 

At  this  moment)  Mr.  Oakland,  from  the 
committee  appointed  for  the  purpose,  reported 
that  they  had  waited  on  the  President  and  in* 
formed  him  that  they  proposed  to  adjourn,  and 
had  received  for  answer  that  he  had  no  farther 
communication  to  make. 

A  message  was  receiyed  from  the  Senate, 
and  reoiprocated,  that  they  were  about  to  ad- 
journ; a  motion  was  then  made  to  acyoum,  and 
carried. 
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TWELFTH  CONGRESS.-FmST  SESSION. 


BEGUN   AT   THE  CITY.OF  WASHINGTON,  NOVEMBER  4,  ISH. 


PROCEEDINQS  m  THE  SENATE  * 


Monday,  Noyember  4, 1811. 
The  first  session  of  the  Twelfth  Congress  com- 
menced this  day  at  the  citj  of  Washington, 
conformably  to  the  proclamation  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  of  the  24th  of  July 
last,  and  the  Senate  assembled  in  their  Cham- 
ber. 

FBE8ENT: 

Gbobgb  Clinton,  Vice  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  President  of  the  Senate. 

Nicholas  Gilman  and  Charles  Ctttts,  from 
New  Hampshire. 

Chauncet  Goodbioh  and  Savitel  Wi  Dana, 
from  Connecticut. 

Stephen  R.  Bbadlet,  from  Termont. 

John  Smith  and  Obadiah  German,  from 
New  York. 

John  Condit  and  John  Lambert,  from  New 
Jersey. 

Andrew  Gbegk}  and  Michael  Leib,  from 
Pennsylvania. 

Cutebbsidoe  Hobsbt,  from  Delaware. 

Samuel  Smith  and  Philip  Heed,  fh>m  Mary- 
land. 

William  B.  Giles,  from  Virginia. 

Jesse  Fbanklin,  from  North  Carolina. 

John  Gaillabd  and  John  Tatlor,  frt>m 
South  Carolina. 

William  H.  Cbawfobd  and  Chablbs  Tatt, 
from  Georgia. 

John  Pope,  from  Kentndky. 

Joseph  Andebson,  from  Tennessee. 

Thomas  Wobthinqton,  from  Ohio. 

Geobob  M.  Bibb,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  for  the 
term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  4th  day 
of  March  last;  Gboboe  W.  Campbell,  appoint- 


*LI8T  OF  MEMBERS  OF  THE  SENATE. 
JITmo  Rampthire.—'SichdiM  Gllnuui,  Charles  CnttSi 
JfaMOcAvM^— Joseph  B.  TaTBmn,  James  Lloyd. 
JShods  /«to«Mf.— Jeremiah  B.  Howell,  William  Hunter. 
OonMotdcttt—OMmcey  Goodrich,  Samuel  W.  Dana. 
Fermont— Stephen  B.  Bradlej,  Jonathan  Bohlnaon. 
JTeto  York.— John  Smith,  Obadiah  German. 
y&w  c/ar«ey.— John  Condit,  John  Lambert 
PtffMMyfMMiiA—Andrew  Gregg,  Michael  Leib. 


ed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  d 
Tennessee,  in  place  of  Jenkin  Whiteside,  re- 
signed ;  Jeremiah  B.  Howell,  i^>pointed  a  Seo- 
ator,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  oo 
the  fourth  day  of  March  last,  by  the  Legisli£tiue 
of  the  State  of  Bhode  Island  and  ProTidenee 
Plantations;  Joseph  B.  Yarnum,  appointed  a 
Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Maa- 
sachusetts,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  commeDO- 
ing  on  the  fourth  day  of  March  last ;  respectire- 
ly  produced  their  credentials,  which  were  read, 
and  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  was  administer- 
ed  to  them,  and  they  took  tbedr  seats  in  the 
Senate. 

The  oath  was  also  administered  to  Messn. 
Condit,  Crawford,  Giles,  Gilman,  and  Tai- 
lor, their  credentials  having  been  read  and 
filed  during  the  last  session. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the 
House  of  Representatives  that  a  quorum  of  the 
Senate  is  assembled  and  ready  to  proceed  to 
business. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  BepresentatiTes 
informed  the  Senate  that  a  quorum  of  the  House 
of  Kepresentatives  is  assembled,  and  have  elect- 
ed Henrt  Clat,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Representa- 
tives from  the  State  of  Eentuck  v,  their  Speaker, 
and  are  ready  to  proceed  to  busineaa.  They 
have  appointed  a  conmiittee  on  their  part, 
jointly  with  such  committee  as  may  be  appoint- 
ed on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  notify  him 
that  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is  assembled 
and  ready  to  receive  any  communications  that  he 
may  be  pleased  to  make  to  them. 

The  Senate  concurred  in  the  appointment  of 
a  joint  committee  on  their  part,  agreeably  to 
the  resolution  last  mentioned ;  and  Messrs.  Ak- 


Detetoore.— Oaterbrldge  Honej,  Jamee  A.  Bajnd. 
JfarylwMJL— Samuel  Smith,  Philip  Seed. 
Tirffinia.'-imULm  Bw  GUes,  Richard  Brcnt 
ITorth  OaroUfM,—JtaBib  FranUIn,  James  Tnnee. 
South  OaroUna^— John  Oaillard,  John  'Diylor. 
^eorvto.— William  H.  Crawford,  Charies  Tdt 
K&rUwskf.-^ohn  Pope,  Oeorge  M.  BlbU 
Tmn«8M6.-~J0Beph  Andeiaon,  George  W.  OimpbeU. 
OA<o.— Thomaa  Worthington,  Alexander  OampbeH. 
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DxsaoN  and  Qahxabd  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 
The  Senate  then  a^jo^"^^ 


TniBDAT,  Noyember  5. 
RiGHABD  Bbkbt,  from  the  State  of  Virginia, 


attfindftd. 


Anmtdl  Mmage. 


The  fonowing  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbxsidbkt  of  thx  Fkited  Statss  : 
F^low-dtiMeMg  <>fd^  Senate 

amd  J9ow0  qfJUprttmtaiicet : 

In  calfing  yoa  together  sooner  than  a  separation 
from  joar  homes  would  otherwise  ha^e  been  re- 
quired, I  jielded  to  considerations  drawn  from  the 
posture  of  oor  foreign  affairs;  and  in  fixing  the 
nreseiit,  for  the  time  of  yonr  meeting,  regiud  was 
had  to  the  probability  of  further  developments  of  the 
policy  of  the  belligerent  powers  towards  this  comitry, 
^ioh  migfat  the  mora  nnite  the  National  Councils 
in  the  meamres  to  be  pnrsned. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  CongresSi  it  was 
hoped  tiiAt  the  snocessivd  oonfirmations  of  the  ex- 
tuMstkni  of  the  French  decrees,  so  far  as  Aey  violated 
our  nentral  oommeroe,  would  have  induced  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Great  Britain  to  repeal  its  Orders  in 
Coaoalj  and  thereby  authorize  a  removal  of  the 
existing  obstructions  to  her  oommeroe  with  the 
United  Staiea 

Inntead  of  this  reasonable  step  towards  satisfaction 
and  fHendship  between  the  two  nations,  the  Orders 
were,  at  a  moment  when  least  to  have  been  expected, 
pot  into  more  rigorous  exeeution ;  and  it  was  com- 
mnnicsted  through  the  British  E^voj  just  arrived, 
that,  whflat  the  revocation  of  the  edicts  of  France,  as 
officially  made  known  to  the  British  Government, 
was  denied  to  have  taken  place,  it  was  an  indispen- 
Mble  condition  of  the  repeal  of  the  British  Oxders 
tfiat  oommeroe  should  be  restored  to  a  footing  that 
would  admit  the  productions  and  manufactures  of 
Great  Britain,  when  owned  by  neutrals,  into  markets 
slnxt  against  them  by  her  enemy;  the  United  States 
being  given  to  understand  that,  in  the  mean  time,  a 
continuance  of  their  non-importation  act  would  l€Mad 
to  meaanres  of  retaliation. 

At  a  later  date,  it  has  indeed  appeared  that  a 
commnnication  to  the  British  Government,  of  fresh 
evidence  of  the  repeal  of  the  French  decrees  agidnst 
oor  nentral  trade,  was  followed  by  an  intimation  that 
it  had  been  transmitted  to  the  British  Plenipotentiary 
heie,  hi  order  that  it  might  receive  fuU  consideration 
in  tifO  dependii^  discualons.  This  communication 
^tpeara  not  to  have  been  received;  but  the  trans- 
miaflion  of  it  hitherto,  instead  of  founding  on  it  an 
actoal  repeal  of  the  orders,  or  assurances  that  the 
repeal  would  ensue,  will  not  permit  us  to  rely  on  any 
effective  change  in  the  BritiA  Cabmet  To  be  ready 
to  meet  with  cordiaHt7  attisfactoty  proofs  of  such  a 
change,  and  to  proceed,  in  the  mean  time,  in  adapt- 
ing oor  measures  to  the  views  which  have  been  <fis- 
doaed  through  that  Ifinister,  will  best  consult  our 
whole  duty. 

In  the  friendly  spirit  of  those  disclosures,  indem- 
nity and  redress  for  other  wrongs  have  continued  to 
be  withheld;  and  our  coasts,  and  the  mouths  of  our 
haibora,  have  agahi  witnessed  scenes  not  less  derog- 
nXary  to  the  dearest  of  our  national  rights,  than  vez- 
I  to  the  reguUff  oooxse  of  our  trade. 
You  IV-— 26 


Am(niff  the  occurrences  produced  by  the  conduct 
of  Britim  ships  of  war  hovering  on  our  ooasts,  was 
an  encounter  between  one  of  them  and  the  American 
fHgate  conmianded  by  Captain  Rodgers,  rendered 
unavddable  on  the  part  of  the  latter,  by  a  fire,  com- 
menced without  cause,  by  the  former ;  whose  com- 
mander is  therefore  alone  chaiseable  with  the  blood 
unfortunately  shed  in  maintaimng  the  honor  of  the 
American  flag.  The  proceedings  of  a  court  of  in- 
quiry, requested  by  Captain  Rogers,  are  communi- 
cated, together  witii  the  ooixespondence  relating  to 
the  occurrence  between  the  Secaetary  of  State  and 
His  Britannic  Migesty's  Envoy.  To  these  are  added 
the  several  correspondences  which  have  passed  on 
the  subject  of  the  British  Orders  in  Councfl ;  and  to 
both,  the  coireflpondence  relating  to  the  Floridas,  in 
whidi  Congress  wHl  be  made  acquainted  with  the 
inteiposition  which  the  Government  of  Great  Britain 
has  tiiought  proper  to  make  against  the  prooeediQg 
of  the  United  States. 

The  justice  and  fairness  which  have  been  evinced 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  towards  France, 
both  before  and  since  the  revocation  of  her  decrees, 
authorized  an  expectation  that  her  Government 
would  have  followed  up  that  measure  by  all  such 
others  as  were  due  to  our  reasonable  daims,  as  well 
as  dictated  by  its  amicable  professions.  No  proof, 
however,  is  yet  given  of  an  mtention  to  repaur  the 
other  wrongs  done  to  the  United  States,  and  particu- 
larly to  restore  the  great  amount  of  American  prop- 
erty seized  and  condemned  under  edicts  wnicn, 
though  not  affecting  our  neutral  relations,  and  there- 
fore not  entering  into  questions  between  the  United 
States  and  omat  belligerents,  were,  nevertheless, 
founded  in  such  ui\just  principles  that  the  reparation 
ouffht  to  have  been  prompt  and  ample. 

In  addition  to  this  and  other  demands  of  strict 
right  on  that  nation,  the  United  States  have  mndi 
reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with  the  rigorous  and  unex- 
pected restrictions  to  which  their  trade  with  the 
French  dominions  has  been  subjected ;  and  which, 
if  not  discontinued,  will  require  at  least  corresponding 
restrictions  on  importations  from  France  into  the 
United  States. 

On  all  those  sulgects,  our  Minister  Plenipotentiaiy, 
lately  sent  to  Paris,  has  carried  with  him  the  neoes- 
saiy  instructions ;  the  result  of  which  will  be  com- 
municated to  you,  and  by  ascertaining  the  ulterior 
policy  of  the  French  Government  towaras  the  United 
States,  will  enable  you  to  adapt  to  it  that  of  the 
United  States  towards  France. 

Our  other  foreign  relations  remahi  without  un- 
favorable changes.  With  Russia  they  are  on  the 
best  footing  of  Mendship.  The  ports  of  Sweden  have 
afforded  proofs  of  friendly  dispositions  towards  our 
commerce  in  the  Councils  of  that  nation  also.  And 
the  information  from  our  special  Minister  to  Den- 
mai^  shows  that  the  mission  had  been  attended  with 
valuable  effects  to  our  citizens,  whose  property  had 
been  so  extensively  violated  and  endangered  by 
cruisers  under  the  Danish  fla^. 

Under  the  ominous  indications  which  commanded 
attention,  it  became  a  duty  to  exert  the  means  com- 
mitted to  the  Executive  department  in  providing  for 
the  general  security.  The  works  of  defence  on  our 
mantime  frontier  have  accordingly  been  prosecuted 
with  an  activity  leaving  littie  to  be  added  for  the 
completion  of  the  most  important  ones ;  and,  as^  par- 
ticularly suited  for  co-operation  in  emergencies^  a 
portion  of  the  gunboats  have,  in  particular  haibors, 
been  ordered  into  use.    The  ships  of  war  before  hi 
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oommissioiiy  with  the  addition  of  a  frigate,  have  been 
chiefly  employed  aa  a  cruising  maad  to  the  rights  of 
our  coast  And  snoh  a  disposition  has  been  made 
of  our  Lmd  forces,  as  was  thought  to  promise  the 
services  most  appropriate  and  important  In  Ihis 
disposition  is  included  a  force,  consisting  of  regulars 
and  militia,  embodied  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  and 
marched  towards  our  North-western  frontier.  This 
measure  was  made  requisite  by  the  seyeml  murders 
and  depredations  committed  by  Indians,  but  more 
especially  by  the  menacing  preparations  and  aspect 
of  a  combination  of  them  on  the  Wabash,  nnder  the 
influence  and  direction  of  a  fanatic  of  the  Shawanese 
tribe.  With  these  exceptions,  the  Indian  tribes 
retain  their  peaceable  dispositions  towards  us,  and 
their  usual  pursuits. 

I  must  now  add  that  the  period  is  arrived  which 
claims  from  the  Legislative  guardians  of  the  national 
rights  a  system  of  more  ample  provisions  for  main- 
taining iheuL  Notwithstanding  the  scruptdous  jus- 
tice, the  protracted  moderation,  and  the  multijuied 
efforts,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  substitute 
for  the  accumulating  dangers  to  the  peace  of  the 
two  countries,  all  the  mutual  advantages  of  re-estab- 
lished friendship  and  confidence,  we  have  seen  that 
the  British  Cabinet  perseveres,  not  only  in  withhold- 
intt  a  remedy  for  other  wrongs,  so  long  and  so  loudly 
cAing  for  it,  but  in  the  execution,  brought  home  to 
the  threshold  of  our  teiritorv,  of  measures  which, 
under  existing  drsumstances,  have  the  character,  as 
well  as  the  effect,  of  war  on  our  lawful  commerce. 

With  this  evidence  of  hostile  inflexibility,  in  tram- 
pling on  rights  which  no  independent  nation  can 
relinquish,  Congress  will  feel  the  duty  of  putting  the 
United  States  into  an  armor  and  an  attitude  demanded 
by  the  crisis,  and  corresponding  with  the  national 
spirit  and  expectations. 

I  recommend,  accordingly,  that  adequate  provision 
be  made  for  filling  the  ranks  and  prolongmg  the 
enlistments  of  the  regular  troops ;  for  an  auxiliary 
force,  to  be  engaged  for  a  more  Umited  term ;  for  the 
acceptance  of  Tcuunteer  corpse  whose  patriotic  ardor 
may  court  a  participation  in  urgent  services;  for 
detachments,  as  they  may  be  wanted,  of  other  por- 
tions of  the  militia;  and  for  such  a  preparation  of 
the  great  body  as  will  proportion  its  usefulness  to  its 
intrinsic  capacities.  Nor  can  the  occasion  fail  to 
remind  you  of  the  importance  of  those  military 
seminaries  which,  in  every  event,  will  form  a  valuable 
and  frugal  part  of  our  Militaiy  Establishment 

The  manufacture  of  cannon  and  small  aims  has 
proceeded  with  due  success ;  and  the  stock  and  re- 
sources of  all  the  necessaiy  munitions  are  adequate 
to  emergencies.  It  will  not  be  inexpedient,  however, 
for  Congress  to  autborize  an  enlargement  of  them. 

Your  attention  will,  of  course,  be  drawn  to  such 
provisions  on  the  subject  of  our  naval  force  as  may 
be  required  for  the  services  to  which  it  may  be  best 
adapted.  I  submit  to  Congress  the  seasonableness 
also  of  an  authority  to  augment  the  stock  of  such 
materials  as  are  imperishable  in  their  nature,  or 
may  not  at  once  be  attainable. 

In  contemplating  the  scenes  which  distinguish  this 
momentous  epoch,  and  estimating  their  clamis  to  our 
attention,  it  is  impossible  to  overlook  those  develop- 
ing themselves  among  the  great  communities  which 
occupy  the  Southern  portion  of  our  hemisphere,  and 
extend  into  our  neighborhood.  An  enlarged  pMlan- 
thropy,  and  an  enlightened  forecast  concur  in  im- 
posing on  the  national  Councils  an  obligation  to  take 
a  deep  interest  in  their  destinies,  to  cherish  reciprocal 


sentiments  of  good  will,  to  regard  the  progreti  of 
events,  and  not  to  be  unprepared  for  whatever  onkr 
of  things  may  be  ultimately  established. 

Under  another  aspect  of  our  sitiiatioD,  the  siiijr 
attention  of  Congress  will  be  due  to  the  expediencj 
of  further  guards  against  evasions  and  iiifrictioiii  of 
our  commercial  laws.  The  practice  of  imuggfiii^ 
which  is  odious  every  where,  and  particulaily  crim* 
inal  in  free  Grovemments,  where  the  laws  being  msds 
by  all  for  the  good  of  all,  a  fraud  is  committed  oo 
every  individual  as  well  as  on  the  State,  sttsini  iti 
utmost  guilt  when  it  blends,  with  a  pohiiit  of  igno- 
minious gain,  a  treacherous  subsorriency  in  flw 
transgressors  to  a  foreign  policy,  adverse  to  tlist  of 
their  own  country.  It  is  then  that  the  virtoooi  in- 
dignation of  the  public  should  be  enabled  to  msBifeit 
itself  through  the  regular  animadvernoDS  of  tbs  moit 
competent  hiwa 

To  secure  greater  respect  to  our  mereantfle  fli^ 
and  to  the  honest  interests  which  it  coven,  it  is  ex- 
pedient also  that  it  be  made  punishable  inoor  dtiseni 
to  accept  licenses  from  foreign  Governments  for  a 
trade  unlawfully  interdicted  by  them  to  other  Ameri- 
can citizens;  or  to  trade  under  fiilse  coIoes  or  p^oi 
of  any  sort 

A  prohibition  is  equally  called  fior  againit  As 
acceptance,  by  our  citizens,  of  special  lioeosei  to  be 
used  in  a  trade  with  the  United  States;  and  sgtiost 
the  admission  into  particular  ports  of  the  United 
States  of  vessels  from  foreign  countries  authoiiaed  Is 
trade  with  particular  ports  only. 

Although  other  subjects  vrill  press  mare  immedi- 
ately on  your  deliberations,  a  portion  of  them  ctnnot 
but  be  well  bestowed  on' the  just  and  sound  pohcj  of 
securing  to  our  manufactures  the  success  thej  bive 
attained,  and  are  still  attaining,  in  some  degnc. 
under  the  impulse  of  dhuses  not  permanent;  and  to 
our  navigation  the  fair  extent  of  which  it  is  at  pneeot 
abridged  by  the  unequal  regulations  of  foreign  Gof- 
emments.   . 

Besides  the  reasonableness  of  saving  our  msno&o- 
turers  from  sacrifices  which  a  change  of  circomalaBeei 
might  bring  on  them,  the  national  interest  requim 
that,  with  respect  to  such  articles  at  least  as  bdoog 
to  our  defence  and  our  primary  wants,  we  shonld  not 
be  left  in  uimecessary  dependence  on  external  np- 
plies.  And  whilst  foreign  Goremments  adhere  t» 
the  existing  discriminations  in  their  ports  againitonr 
navigation,  and  an  equali^  or  leaser  discnmimtina 
is  eigoyed  by  their  navigation  in  our  ports,  the  cftct 
cannot  be  mistaken,  because  it  has  been  seiiowly 
felt  by  our  shipping  interests ;  and  in  proportioa  u 
this  takes  plaoie,  the  advantages  of  an  independeat 
conveyance  of  our  products  to  foreign  msiketi^  sad 
of  a  growing  body  of  mariners,  trained  bj  their 
occupation  for  the  service  of  their  country  in  times 
of  dimger,  must  be  diminished. 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  durii:^  Am  7**' 
endiuff  on  tiie  thirtieth  of  September  last,  hare 
exceeded  thirteen  millions  and  a  half  of  dbOan,  and 
have  enabled  us  to  defray  the  current  expenw, 
including  the  interest  on  the  public  deU,  and  » 
reimburse  more  than  five  millions  of  dollars  of  the 
principal,  without  recurring  to  the  loan  authorised 
by  the  act  of  the  last  session.  The  temponiy  kn 
obtained  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  one  tiioasaad 
eight  hundred  and  ten,  has  also  been  reimbnrss^ 
and  is  not  included  in  that  amount 

The  decrease  of  revenue  arising  from  the  sitostioa 
of  our  commerce  and  the  extraordinary  expeoM 
which  have  and  may  become  neoeaaaiy,  nmt  be 
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taken  into  view,  in  making  commenrarftte  proTirions 
for  the  ensoiDg  jear.  And  I  recommend  to  tout 
coDsidemtion  the  propriety  of  insniing  a  sufficiency 
of  annnal  reyenne,  at  least  to  defray  the  ordinary 
expenses  of  Govemmenty  and  to  pay  the  interest  on 
the  public  debt,  including  that  on  new  loans  whidi 
may  be  authorised. 

I  cannot  close  this  oommnnication  witihoat  ex- 
pressing my  deep  sense  of  the  crisis  in  which  you 
are  assembled,  my  confidence  in  A  wise  and  honor- 
able result  to  your  deliberations,  and  assurances  of 
the  fiuthfol  zeal  with  which  my  oo-operating  duties 
will  be  discharged ;  invoking,  at  the  same  time,  the 
blessing  of  Heaven  on  onr  beloved  country,  and  on 
a]]  the  means  that  may  be  employed  in  vindicating 
its  rights  and  advancing  its  weUare. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Washisoton,  November  5,  1811. 


Wednesday,  November  6. 
Jambs  Lloyd,  ^m  the  State  of  Massachosetts, 
took  ids  seat  in  the  Senate. 


Friday,  November  8, 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
Re$0lted^  That  Mounlgoy  Bayly,  Doorkeeper 
and  Sergeant-at-Arms  to  the  Senate,  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  employ  one  assistant 
and  two  horses,  for  the  purpose  of  performing 
sQoh  services  as  are  usually  required  by  the 
Doorkeeper  to  the  Senate,  and  that  the  sum  of 
twenty-eight  dollars  be  allowed  him  weekly 
for  that  purpose,  to  commence  with,  and  remain 
during  the  session  and  for  twenty  days  after. 


Monday,  November  11. 
Jakes  Turner,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
L^slatare  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  4th 
day  of  March  last,  produced  his  credentials; 
which  were  read,  and  the  oath  prescribed  by 
law  was  administered  to  him,  and  he  took  his 
seat  in  the  Senate. 


Tuesday,  November  13. 
Alexander  Campbell,  firom  the    State  of 
Ohio,  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Thursday,  November  14. 

BeparatUmfor  the  attack  on  the/rigate  CTtesa- 
peaJce. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbesidsnt  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  SenaU  and  Eotue  of 

Btpreteniaiivet  of  the  United  States: 

I  conunnnicate  to  Congress  copies  of  a  correspond- 
ence between  the  Envoy  Extraordinaiy  and  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  relative  to  the  aggressions  committed 
by  a  British  ship  of  war  on  the  United  States  frigate 
Chesapeake,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  that  sab- 
ject  of  diflerence  between  the  two  conntries  is  termi- 
nated by  an  offer  of  reparation,  which  has  been  acced- 
ed to.  JAMES  MADISON. 

WASBiaHJxaN,  iVop.  18,  ISll. 


The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Friday,  November  22. 
Jonathan  Robinson,  from  the  State  of  Ver- 
mQnt,  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 


KoNDAY,  November  25. 
WiLUAM  Hunter,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and 
Providence  Plantations,  in  place  of  Christopher 
Grant  Ohamplin,  riBsigned,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
Senate. 


Friday,  November  29. 

The  oath  prescribed  by  law  was  administered 
to  Mr.  Bayabd,  his  credentials  having  been  read 
and  filed  during  the  last  session. 


Thubsday,  December  19. 
Battle  of  Tippecanoe. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbesidknt  of  the  United  States  : 

To  Ihe  Senate  and  Houee  <^ 

JRqfreeeniativet  of  the  United  StaJtee : 

I  lay  before  Congress  two  letters  received  from 
Governor  Harrison,  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  report- 
ing the  particulars  and  the  issue  of  the  expedition 
under  his  conmiand,  of  which  notice  was  taken  in  my 
communication  of  November  5th. 

While  it  IB  deeply  lamented  that  so  many  valuable 
lives  have  been  lost  in  the  action  which  took  place  on 
the  7th  ultimo,  Congress  will  see,  with  satisfaction, 
the  dauntiess  spirit  and  fortitude  rictoriously  display- 
ed by  every  description  of  the  troops  engaged,  as  well 
as  the  collected  firmness  which  distinguished  their 
commander,  on  an  occasion  requiring  i^^  utmost  ex- 
ertions of  valor  and  discipline. 

It  may  reasonably  be  expected  that  the  good  efibcts 
of  this  critical  defeat  and  dispersion  of  a  combination 
of  savages,  which  appears  to  have  been  spreading  to 
a  greater  extent,  will  be  experienced  not  only  m  a 
cessation  of  the  murders  and  depredations  com- 
mitted on  our  frontier,  but  in  the  prevention  of 
any  hostile  IncursionB  otiierwise  to  have  been  appre- 
hended. 

The  fiunilies  of  those  brave  and  patriotic  citizens 
who  have  fallen  in  this  severe  conflict,  will  doubt- 
less engage  tiie  favorable  attention  of  Congress. 
JAMES  MADISON. 

Washinoton,  Dec,  18,  1811. 

The  Message  and  letters  referred  to  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Fbidat,  December  20. 
Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional 
military  force,  correctly  engrossed;  and  the  bill 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  filled. 
On  the  qaestion,  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  26,  nays  4^ 
as  follows : 
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YxAB.— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Gamp- 
ben  of  Ohio,  CampbeU  of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Craw- 
ford, Cntts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  German,  Gihnan, 
Greffg^  Horsey,  Howell,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed, 
Bobu^n,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taybr,  Tnmer, 
Vainnm,  and  Worthington. 

NATB.-*Me8srs.  Dana,  Goodrich,  Hontor,  and  Lam- 
bert 

JScmgersfor  the  Frontier. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  raise  certain  companies  of 
spies  or  rangers  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier 
of  the  United  States;  and  the  bill  was  amend-, 
ed ;  and  the  President  reported  it  to  the  House 
accordingly. 

On  the  question,  ShaQ  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmatiTe. 


Tuesday,  December  24. 
Hudfon  Bioer  and  Lake  Ontario  OanaL 

The  following  Message  was  reoeiyed  from  the 
Pbbsidknt  ot  thx  Ukitied  Staixb: 
7b  tks  Semde  and  Eonue  of 

R^premaatioe$  of  the  United  Statee  : 

I  oommnnicate  to  Congress  copies  of  an  act  of  the 
Legislatore  of  New  York,  relating  to  a  canal  from 
the  great  Lakes  to  Hndson's  RiTer.  In  making  the 
oommnnication,  I  consolt  the  respect  dne  to  that 
State  in  whose  behalf  the  commissioners  appointed 
by  the  act  have  placed  it  in  my  hands  for  the  pur- 
pose. 

The  utility  of  canal  navigation  is  mdTersaUy  ad- 
mitted. It  is  not  less  oertein,  that  scarcely  any 
Goontiy  oflbrs  more  extensiTe  opportimities  for  that 
branch  of  imprarements  than  the  United  States ;  and 
none,  perhaps,  indncements  eqnaUy  penoasive  to  make 
tilie  most  of  them.  The  particolar  nndertaking  cox^ 
templated  by  the  State  of  New  York,  which  marks 
an  honorable  spuit  of  enterprise,  and  comprises  olgects 
of  national  as  well  as  more  limited  importance,  will 
recall  the  attention  of  Compess  to  the  signal  advan- 
tages to  be  derived  to  the  United  Stat8sm>m  a  gene- 
ral qrstem  of  internal  oommnnication  and  conv^- 
ance ;  and  suggest  to  their  consideratioin  whatever 
steps  mi^  be  proper,  on  their  part,  towards  its  intro- 
daction  and  accomplishment.  As  some  of  those 
advantages  have  an  intimate  connection  with  ar- 
rangements and  exertions  for  the  general  security,  it 
is  at  a  period  calling  for  these  that  the  merits  of  sach 
a  system  wiU  be  seen  in  the  strongest  lights. 

JAMES  MiLDISON. 

WAnoHGTOsr,  JDeoember  28;  1811. 

The  Message  and  documents  therein  referred 
to  were  read ;  and  referred  to  the  committee 
last  mentioned,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Fbcdat,  December  27. 
The  following  Message  was  reoeiyed  from  the 
Febocdsnt  ot  thx  Uhubd  Statis: 
7b  tfte  iS^nofs  md  Eoim  qf 

MtprueiOatneeofiheUmiedStatet: 
I  lay  befisve  Congress  copies  of  resohitionB  entered 
into  \sjf  the  LegisUSovs  of  Pennsylvania,  which  have 
been  transmitted  to  me,  witii  that  viev,  by  tiie  Got- 


emor  of  that  State,  in  pmsnanoe  of  one  of  the  ivd 
reaolntions. 

JAMES  MADISOH. 
WAsaiMcnoB,  Deeember  27, 181 L 
OUoer  Etani  elaitn  for  d\fflBrent  ofplioaimt 
of  Steam  Power . 

Mr.  Lkib  presented  the  memorial  of  Oliver 
Evans,  stating  that  the  memorialist  verily  be> 
lieves  himsetf  to  be  the  ori^^nal  proposer  of 
8team-boats  and  steam-wagons  in  the  United 
States,  (Doctor  Franklin  only  excepted;)  and 
that  he  conceives  his  patent,  dated  Felvnanr 
14, 1804,  secured  to  him  the  right  to  use  bi 
en^e  for  boats,  mills,  And  land  carriages,  and 
praying  to  be  left  in  full  possession  of  those 
rights,  for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  memo- 
rial ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  fie  on  the 
table. 


Monday,  December  80. 
Burning  of  the  Richmond^  Va^  ThefUn, 

Mr.  Bradlby  submitted  the  foUowing  mo- 
tion for  consideration: 

Betdved,  That  the  members  of  this  Honss  wfll 
wear  crtape  on  the  left  aim  for  one  month,  in  testi- 
mony of  the  national  Teq>ect  and  sorrow  for  the  sb- 
fortonate  persons  who  perished  in  the  dty  of  Bidi- 
mond,  in  Vurginia,  on  the  night  of  the  2G&  of  the 
present  month. 

TmuDAT,  December  81. 

Mr.  Bradley  called  up  the  motion  made  yes- 
terday on  the  subject;  and,  on  his  motioD,  it 
was  amended  and  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Beeohed,  That  the  members  of  this  House 
will  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  one  moatfa, 
in  testimony  of  the  condolenoe  and  sonov  of 
the  Senate  for  the  calamitous  event  bv  which 
the  Ohief  Magistrate  of  the  State  of  Virgiou, 
and  so  many  of  her  citiaeos,  perished  by  fire*  i& 
the  dty  of  Richmond,  on  the  night  of  the  Sdth 
of  the  present  month. 

Thursday,  January  16, 1818. 
Hoet%U  poUty  <f  Oreat  Briia^ 

The  following  message  was  received  ftom  the 
President  ot  the  IJinTED  States: 
To  ike  Senate  and  Eoute  qf 

RepreteHlatifm  of  the  (Tnited  Stalet : 

1  commnnicate  to  Congress  a  letter  from  the  Ed- 
voy  Eztraordinaiv  and  Muiister  Pienipotsntisiy  of 
Oreat  Britain  to  the  Secretaiy  of  State,  with  ths  sa- 
swer  of  the  latter. 

The  oontmned  evidenoe  aUbrded  in  this  cone- 
spondence,  of  the  hostile  policy  of  the  Britidi  Gornii- 
ment  against  our  national  rights,  strengtiieas  the 
considerations  recommending  and  urging  the  {v^ 
ration  of  adeqnate  means  for  nuuntainfaig  theoL 
JAMES  WJ>JS(Xl 

WASHUwaog,  Jamary  16, 1812. 

The  Message  and  docmnents  enclosed  were 
read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to  vhom 
was  referred,  on  the  8th  of  November  hat,  so 
much  of  the  Message  of  the  PMidfiDt  of  the 
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Umted  States  as  ooncerns  the  relations  between 
the  United  States  and  France  and  Great  Brit- 
ain, to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and  fiye 
hundred  copies  thereof  ordered  to  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


Friday,  January  17. 
Inearporatum  qf  a  Mining  Con^pamy  tn  Upper 
Louisiana. 
Mr.  Bbadlet,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  petition  of  Moses  Austin  and  John  B. 
Jonea,  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate  Moses 
Aosthi,  John  Bice  Jones.  Henry  Anstin,  and 
oth«nS|  into  a  company,  by  the  name  of  the 
Locdsiazia  Lead  Oompany;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

WEDNX8DAT,  January  29. 

The  bill  establishing  a  land  office  was  read 
the  second  time. 

Additional  IGMtary  Force, 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsidwation  of  the  bill,  entitled 
^  An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  accept  and'organize  certain  Yolnn- 
teer  military  corps,''  together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Giles  rose  and  opposed  at  length  the  bill 
as  it  came  from  the  House,  reserving  to  himself 
the  privilege  of  acting  on  the  proposed  amend- 
ment according  to  the  result  of  ftirther  reflec- 
tions. He  believed  the  bill  would  be  produc- 
tive of  no  practical  efficacy.  It  proposed  a  force 
wMch  could  not  be  raised ;  and  if  raised,  from 
the  short  period  of  its  service,  in  the  event  of 
serious  hostilities,  woidd  be  utterly  incompe- 
tent to  effidct  the  objects  of  those  hostilities. 
The  bin  would  be  inoperative  because,  in  the 
States  of  Massachusetts  and  Y  ermont,  (and  he 
presRuned  in  other  States,)  no  power  or  provi- 
si(Mi  existed  by  which  these  volunteers  could  be 
commissioned,  so  as  to  perform  the  contempla- 
ted service ;  and  if  the  Government  were  de- 
piived  of  the  volunteers  in  Massachusetts  and 
Vermont,  he  did  not  know  where  they  could 
obtain  volunteers  for  the  object  which  he  be- 
lieved all  branches  of  the  Government  had  in 
view.  He  presumed  that  the  ^stem  of  volun- 
teers was  the  &vorite  system  of  the  Govern- 
ment; and  this  he  Inferred  from  their  having 
recommended  to  the  other  House  the  raisinff  of 
ten  thousand  regulars  only,  and  from  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President,  sent  in  after  both  Houses 
had  passed  the  bill  for  raising  twenty-five  thou- 
sand regulars,  and  communicating  the  corre- 
spondence between  Mr.  Foster  and  Mr.  Monroe, 
as  a  ground  for  uigiog  Congress  to  persevere  in 
the  preparations  they  were  engagea  in  making. 
The  PiWdent  must,  therefore,  have  deemed  a 
volunteer  force  essential  for  the  contemplated 
service.  And  here  he  observed  he  thought,  if 
his  correspondence  with  the  British  Envoy, 
which  afforded  evidence  of  *^  continued  hostil- 


ity ''  towards  us,  ftimished  matter  of  sufficient 
importance  to  press  upon  Congress  the  utility 
of  hastening  their  measures  of  preparation,  that 
the  other  businees  of  the  Department  of  State 
might  have  been  allowed  to  repose  long  enough 
for  a  reply  to  have  been  made  to  Mr.  Foster, 
before  nearly  a  month  had  elapsed  after  the 
date  of  his  letter.  He  did  not  advert  to  this 
circumstance  from  anv  want  of  respect  to  this 
Government :  he  should  always  treat  them  with 
the  highest  respect  He  should  prefer  the  re> 
duction  of  the  number  of  the  volunteers  to 
twenty-five  thousand,  rather  than  the  retention 
of  the  fifty  thousand,  because  it  would  increase 
the  momentum  of  actual  force,  and  decrease  the 
expenses,  about  which  so  much  has  been  said. 
Sm^y,  he  said,  he  did  not  mean  that  it  would 
not  increase  the  momentum  of  force  proposed 
by  the  other  House,  but  that  proposed  by  the 
Ibcecutive,  The  Executive  had  asked  for 'ten 
thousand  regulars,  and  fifty  thousand  volun- 
teers—in all,  sixty  thousand  men.  The  other 
House  had  agreed  to  give  him  eighty-five  thou- 
sand. The  proposed  amendment  would,  there- 
fore, bring  the  quantum  of  force  down  nearly  to 
the  Executive  requisitioa  But  the  bill  pro- 
posed a  force  which  would  be  utteriy  inefficient, 
as  all  other  volunteer  bills  had  been.  The  re- 
turns under  the  thirty  thousand  volunteer  law, 
passed  two  or  three  years  ago,  were  so  few, 
that  the  Secretary  of  War  did  not  register  them. 
He  asked,  how  efficient  could  that  species  of 
force  be,  of  which  the  Chief  Magistrate  did  not 
think  it  worth  while  to  have  a  record  kept  ? 
It  was  only  a  formidable  display  of  armies  on 

Saper — a  tender  of  services — ^which  only  pro- 
uced  very  handsome  replies  from  the  Presi- 
dent. He  did  not  censure  the  Secretary  of 
War  or  the  President;  very  &r  from  it;  the 
defect  had  been  in  the  law.  He  begged  gentie- 
men  to  look  seriously  at  the  subject.  If  a  war 
should  ensue,  it  must  be  a  serious  one.  The 
respondbOity  attached  to  Congress  of  placing 
an  adequate  force  in  the  hands  of  the  President 
for  the  war.  But  if  they  passed  a  law  which 
would  give  the  President  only  a  nomioal  force, 
totally  incompetent  to  effect  any  desirable  ob- 
ject, he,  for  one,  should  be  unwilling  to  take 
any  share  of  responsibility  on  himself. 


Thubsday,  February  27. 
IneroaBe  of  the  2fany, 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  oonrideration  of  the  bill  entided 
''An  act  concerning  the  Naval  Establishment,'' 
together  with  tiie  amendments  reported  thereto 
by  the  select  committee. 

Mr.  Llotd. — ^Mr.  President,  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  committ^  to  whom  this  bill 
has  been  referred,  having  been  gone  through 
with,  I  now  beg  leave  to  offer  a  new  one,  by  an 
additional  section  to  the  following  effect : 

"  Be  it/vrtker  enacted,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  anthoriiod  to  canae 
to  be  bunt  as  speedily  as  may  be,  <m  the  most  appxov- 
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ed  model, frigates,  not  exceeding  thirt7-az  guns 

eocli ;  and  that  a  sum  not  exceeding dollars  be, 

and  tlie  same  is  hereby  appropriated  for  building  the 
said  firigates,  out  of  any  monejB  in  the  Treasniy  not 
otherwise  appropriated." 

It  is  my  intention,  sir,  to  move  for  twenty 
new  frigates ;  but  the  number  I  have  left  blank 
in  order,  should  the  Senate  be  favorably  dis- 
posed to  an  increase  of  the  Navy,  and  disagree 
with  me  as  to  the  degree  of  that  increase,  they 
might  regulate  the  number  at  their  pleasure. 

8ir,  I  have  been  induced  to  offer  txiis  amend- 
ment from  an  impulse  of  duty  towards  my  more 
immediate  constituents,  and  also  from  a  sense 
of  the  obligation  imposed  upon  me,  however 
feebly  I  may  be  able  to  respond  to  it  in  the 
honorable  station  in  which  I  am  placed,  to  en- 
deavor to  the  extent  of  my  ability  to  support 
the  dignity,  protect  the  rights,  and  advance  the 
best  interests  of  the  ITnited  States.  Sir,  I  trust 
the  amendment  under  consideration,  if  adopted, 
would  have  a  relation,  and  a  &vo]%ble  relation, 
to  all  these  objects. 

If  it  be  not  the  determinatioii  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  engage  in  an  open,  actual,  efficient  war ; 
to  place  the  nation  in  such  a  complete  state  of 
preparation  as  to  avert  war,  from  our  state  of 
readiness  to  meet  it ;  then  the  measures  of  the 
present  session,  those  of  filling  up  the  existing 
Military  Establishments,  and  t£ereby  adding  to  it 
between  six  and  seven  tjiousand  men,  that  of  en- 
listing a  standing  army  of  twenty-five  thousand 
men  to  serve  for  five  years,  unless  sooner  dis- 
charged—of  providing  for  the  employment  of 
fifty  thousand  volunteers,  and  of  holding  in  readi- 
ness one  hundred  thousand  of  the  militia,  would 
be  not  only  inexcusable,  but  nearly  treasonable ; 
as  they  would  in  such  case^  without  any  adequate 
object,  impose  severe  and  heavy  buidens  upon 
the  p€K>ple  of  the  Fnited  States,  from  wluch 
years  of  the  highest  degree  of  prosperity  would 
not  relieve  them.  But,  sir,  I  am  bound  to  be- 
lieve, that  unless  redress  be  obtained,  it  is  the 
determination  of  the  Government  of  t^e  Unit- 
ed States  to  enter  into  an  actual,  vigorous, 
real  war,  or  at  any  rate  to  put  the  nation 
into  a  perfect  State  of  readiness  to  commence 
it,  should  it  be  necessary ;  and  in  either  of  these 
cases,  an  efficient  naval  force  is  as  indispensable, 
nay  much  more  indispensable,  than  a  ^isA  force. 

In  the  year  1798,  when  Great  Britain  depre- 
dated upon  your  commerce,  you  had  a  man  at 
the  head  of  your  Government  who  fought  no 
battles  with  paper  resolutions,  nor  attempted  to 
wage  war  with  commercial  restrictions,  although 
they  were  then  pressed  upon  )^m.  He  caused  it 
to  be  distinctly  and  with  firmness  made  known  to 
Great  Britain,  that  if  she  did  not  both  cease  to 
violate  our  rights,  and  make  us  reparation  for 
the  wrongs  we  had  sustained — ^that  young  and 
feeble  as  we  then  were,  just  in  the  gristle,  and 
stepping  fr^m  the  cradle  of  infEuiov,  we  would 
try  the  tug  of  war  with  her.  What  was  the 
consequence?  Her  depredations  were  stopped 
—we  made  a  treaty  with  her,  under  whicn  we 
ezgoyed  a  high  degree  of  prosperity.  Onrdaims 


were  fairly  heard,  equitably  adjudged,  and  the 
awards  were  honorably  and  punotoaDy  paid  to 
the  sufferers.  In  this  instance  you  did  aome- 
thing  for  oonmieroe. 

Next  came  the  war  with  Tripoli— 4he  Ba^ 
bary  States  preyed  upon  our  commerce— 70a 
determined  to  resist,  and  despatched  a  umaU 
squadron  to  the  Me<Uterranean :  this  oo^  to 
have  been  considered  as  the  genu  of  your  fa- 
ture  maritime  greatness :  the  good  oondoct  «ad 
bravery  of  that  squadron,  and  the  self-immda- 
tion  of  some  of  its  officers,  spread  the  renown  of 
your  naval  prowess  to  all  quarters  of  the  drilii- 
ed  globe.  What  did  you  in  this  instance !  At  the 
moment  when  victory  had  perched  upon  your 
standard — ^when  you  might  nave  exhibited  the 
interesting^  spectacle  of  &e  infant  GoTemmeiit 
of  the  TJmted  States  holding  in  subjngstioii  one 
of  the  Powers  of  Barbary,  to  whom  all  Europe 
had  been  subservient — at  this  moment  wben 
conquest  was  completely  within  your  grKp— 
civil  agency  stepped  in — ^the  laurel  was  torn 
from  the  brow  of  as  «dlant  a  chieftain  aseref 
graced  t^e  plains  of  Palestine,  and  we  ignomi- 
niously  consented  to  pay  a  tribute,  where  we 
might  have  imposed  one. 

After  this  you  had* the  Berlin  decree,  the 
Orders  in  Council,  the  Milan  decree,  theBam- 
bouillet  decree,  the  depredations  of  Spain,  the 
robberies  even  of  the  renegade  black  chief  of 
St.  Domingo,  and  the  unprovoked  and  etill  oon- 
tinued  plunder  of  Denmark,  a  nation  of  pirates 
from  their  ori^pn.  What  cause  of  complaint  haa 
Denmark,  or  ever  had  Demnark,  against  os! 
Her  most  fond  and  speculative  maritime  ]»«- 
tensions  we  have  willingly  espoused,  aad  yet 
she  continues  daily  to  capture  and  condemn  oar 
vessels  and  cargoes,  and  contemptuously  telk  v 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  is  too 
wise  to  go  to  war  for  a  few  merchant  ships. 
And  this  we  bear  from  a  people  as  inferior  to 
the  United  States  in  all  the  attributes  of  natioQ- 
al  power  or  greatness,  as  I  am  inferior  to  Her- 
cules. Yes,  sir,  commerce  has  been  abandoned, 
else  why  prohibit  your  mercdiants  from  bring- 
ing the  property,  to  alarge  amount,  which  th^ 
have  fairly  purchased  and  paid  for,  into  the 
ports  of  our  country,  else  why,  by  this  exda- 
sion,  perform  the  double  operation  of  adding  to 
the  resources  of  the  enemy  yon  are  going  to 
war  with  and  impoverishing  your  own  citiiena. 

Yes,  sir,  commerce  has  been  abandoned,  ^de- 
serted in  her  utmost  need  by  those  her  former 
bounty  fed.''  Yes,  sir,  she  has  been  abandon- 
ed. She  has  been  left  as  a  wreck  upon  a  strand, 
or  as  a  derelict  upon  the  waters  01  the  ocean, 
to  be  burnt,  sunk,  or  plundered,  by  any  great 
or  puny  assailant  who  could  man  an  oar  or  load 
a  swivel  for  her  annoyance. 

What  was  the  leading  object  of  the  adoption 
of  the  Federal  Constitution  in  the  northern 
parts  of  the  Union  f  Most  emphatically,  it  was 
for  the  protection  of  commerce.  What  waa  the 
situation  of  some  branches  of  our  commerce 
then!  And  what  is  it  now?  Look  at  the 
statement  which  was  laid  upon  our  tables  about 
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a  fortnight  past,  and  taken  from  the  returns  of 
the  Treasniy.  What  effect  has  it  had  npon  onr 
fisheiiesiy  which  were  so  nobly  and  saocessfnliy 
contended  for  by  the  American  Commissioners 
who  settled  the  Treaty  of  1788 ;  which  for  a 
time  suspended  that  Treaty ;  and  which,  both 
the  dnplioily  and  intrigue  of  France  and  the 
iotere6t  of  England  strove  to  deprive  ns  of— of 
our  fisheries,  which  were  then  conndered,  and 
still  onght  to  be  considered,  as  a  main  sinew  of 
omr  Btroogth,  and  a  nursery  for  our  seamen! 


KoBBAT,  March  2. 
InartoM  of  the  2fa/vy, 

Mr.  Gbawvobd. — ^The  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Llotd)  thinks  that 
noOung  has  been  done  by  the  Government  for 
commerce,  whilst  commerce  has  done  every 
thing  for  the  nation;  that  commerce  has  paid 
into  the  public  Treasury  $200,000,000.  If  it  is 
contended  'that  this  sum  has  been  paid  exdu- 
avely  by  conmierce,  nothing  can  be  more  incor- 
rect. The  money  collected  from  imposts  and 
duties  is  paid  by  the  consumer  of  merchandise 
upon  which  the  duties  are  imposed.  It  is  col- 
lected immediately  from  the  merchant,  and  ul- 
timately from  the  nation.  The  only  money 
pud  into  the  Treasury  which  can  justly  be 
placed  to  the  exclusive  credit  of  conmierce,  is 
ihe  sum  retained  by  the  Government  upon  de- 
bentures, which  is  only  T-lOths  of  one  per  cent. 
upon  goods  paying  a  duty  of  twenty  per  cent. 
ad  valorem,  and  has  never  amounted  to  |400,- 
000  in  any  one  year.  The  export  of  foreign 
productions  from  the  United  States  in^e  year 
1807,  exceeded  $69,000,000,  and  the  sum  paid 
into  the  Treasury  that  year  on  account  of  draw- 
backs was  about  $890,000,  which  is  the  greatest 
amount  received  from  that  source  of  revenue 
since  the  organization  of  the  Government 

The  duty  upon  tonnage,  like  the  duty  im- 
posed on  merchandise,  is  paid  by  the  consumer 
or  grower  of  the  cargo^  transported  by  the 
ship-holders,  of  whom  this  duty  is  immediately 
collected.  The  ultimate  payment  of  this  duty 
by  the  grower  or  consumer  will  depend  upon 
the  relative  demand  for.  and  supply  of  the  arti- 
cles in  the  market  to  which  they  are  en)orted. 
If  the  demand  for  the  article  is  greater  than  the 
quantity  in  the  market,  it  is  paid  by  tiie  con- 
sumer ;  if  the  supply  exceeds  the  demand,  it  is 
paid  by  the  grower,  in  the  form  of  a  reduction 
of  the  price  cf  the  article  equal  to  the  duty  im- 
posed. 

Who  are  the  most  interested  in  commerce, 
the  growers  of  the  articles,  the  exchange  ana 
transportation  of  which  constitute  commerce, 
or  the  factors  and  freighters  employed  in  the  ex- 
change and  transportation  of  those  articles? 
Can  any  man  doubt  for  one  moment  that  the 
growers,  the  rightful  owners  of  the  articles  to 
be  exchanged,  are  more  deeply  interested  in 
commerce  than  the  merchant  and  ship-holder, 
who  only  make  a  profit  from  the  sale  and  trans- 
portation of  the  articles  exchanged?     If  the 


profit  they  derive  from  commerce  should  be  so 
enormous  as  to  exceed  the  original  value  of 
those  articles  in  the  hands  of  the  growers,  still 
it  can  be  demonstrated  that  the  interest  of  the 
latter  is  more  vitally  affected  by  a  prosperoua 
or  adverse  state  of  commerce,  than  that  of  the 
merchant  or  ship-holder.  The  merchant  will 
be  regulated  in  the  price  which  he  gives  to  the 
grower,  by  the  state  of  the  market  and  the  price 
of  transportation  to  the  market  Let  the  price 
be  what  it  may  in  foreign  markets,  the  mer- 
chant is  regulated  by  it,  and  can  only  be  af- 
fected by  sudden  changes  in  those  markets 
which  may  be  pr^udicial  or  advantageous  to 
him.  It  is  a  matter  of  small  moment  to  him 
whether  the  articles  in  which  he  deals  bring  a 
high  or  low  price  in  the  market  to  which  they 
are  sent,  if  that  price  is  not  variable,  because 
he  will  regulate  the  price  he  gives  for  them  by 
the  price  which  he  can  obtain.  But  the  price 
which  those  articles  will  brin^  in  the  market  to 
which  they  are  sent,  is  all-unportant  to  the 
grower,  because  it  will  regulate  the  price  which 
he  is  to  receive  for  them  beyond  the  power  of 
his  control  Every  circumstance  which  tends 
to  destroy  competition  and  reduce  the  number 
of  markets  to  which  our  produce  is  sent,  vitally 
affects  the  interest  of  the  grower.  The  planter, 
the  farmer,  is,  therefore,  more  deeply  interested 
in  the  prosperity  of  that  commerce  which  finds 
a  market  for  the  annual  surplus  productions  of 
his  industry,  than  the  merchant  or  ship-holder. 
This  direct  commerce  is  indispensable  to  the 
internal  growth  and  improvement  of  the  coun- 
try, and  to  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  the 
people,  and  more  so  to  the  people  of  the  South- 
em  and  Western  States  than  any  other  part  of 
the  United  States.  Sir,  we  are  not  so  grossly 
ignorant  as  to  mistake  our  interest  in  this  mat- 
ter. We  know  that,  without  commerce,  with- 
out a  market  for  the  surplus  prpductious  of  our 
labor,  we  should  be  deprived  of  many  of  those 
articles  which  long  habit  has  made  necessary  to 
our  ease  and  comfort  If,  then,  we  are  not 
grossly  iterant  of  our  true  interest,  nothing 
can  be  more  unfounded  than  the  accusation  of 
the  gentieman  from  New  York,  ^Mr.  Gbbican.) 
The  charge  must  be  the  result  or  ignorance  or 
prejudice.  Mr.  0.  said  he  would  not  follow  the 
example  of  that  gentieman  by  saying,  ^*  perhaps 
this  prejudice  might  be  an  honest  prejudice." 
No,  he  would  not  insult  the  feelings  of  that 
gentleman ;  he  would  not  question  his  veracity 
or  integrity  by  stating  hypothetically,  "that 
perhaps  his  opinions  were  honest.^'  Whilst  he 
repelled  this  unfounded  charge  in  the  manner 
which  its  nature  imperiously  demanded,  he  had 
no  hesitation  in  admitting  that  the  opinions  of 
that  gentieman,  whether  the  result  of  prejudice 
or  of  ignorance,  were  strictly  honest  Mr.  0. 
said  there  was  no  man  in  the  nation  more 
friendly  to  that  commerce  which  he  had  de- 
scribed tiian  he  was,  and  that  no  part  of  the 
nation  cherished  it  with  more  ardor  than  that 
which  he  in  part  had  the  honor  to  represent  on 
this  floor,    fiut,  sir,  there  ia  a  commerce  which 
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has  been  proseoated  to  a  yery  great  extent  by 
the  commercial  capitalists  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  prosperity  of  which  the  agricnltarai 
part  of  the  nation  do  not  feel  the  same  solici- 
tude. 

In  the  ^ear  180T,  the  United  States  exported 
xipwardB  of  $59,000,000  of  forei^  productions. 
This  commerce  has  no  connection  with  or  de- 
pendence upon  the  annual  surplus  productions 
of  the  country,  which  is  the  only  commerce 
that  essentially  nromotes  domestic  industry  and 
multiplies  the  aomestic  comforts  of  the  great 
mass  of  the  people.  This  commerce,  which  is 
'the  legitimate  oftspring  of  war,  and  expires  with 
the  fint  dawning  of  peace,  is  prosecuted  prind- 
paUy  by  our  commercial  cities  to  the  east  and 
north  of  the  Potomaa  The  landholders,  the 
country  people,  the  great  mass  of  agriculturists 
in  ^e  United  States,  never  had,  and  never  can 
have  any  direct  interest  in  it.  The  farmer  of 
tiie  Eastern  and  Middle  States,  and  the  planter 
of  the  Southern  and  Western  States,  stand  in 
the  same  relation  to  this  commerce.  Whether 
it  be  prosperous  or  adverse,  is  a  matter  of  small 
concern  to  them,  and  nothing  but  an  effort  of 
pure,  disinterested  patriotism  could  induce  them 
to  jeopardize  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the 
nation,  and  stake  the  prosperity  of  the  direct 
commerce  of  the  counti^,  for  the  protection  of 
this  mushroom  commerce. 

The  use  proposed  to  be  made  of  these  frigates, 
if  built,  certainly  meets  my  approbation.  The 
idea  of  protecting  our  commerce  by  a  naval 
force,  which  has  been  pressed  with  so  much 
vehemence  hj  some  of  our  navy  gentiemen,  is 
worse  than  visionary.  A  navy  can  ii\jure  com- 
merce, but  cannot  afford  it  protection,  unless  it 
annihiiates  the  naval  force  of  the  aaverse  na- 
tion. Unless,  therefore,  we  have  the  means  of 
creating  and  supporting  a  naval  force  able  to 
contend  successfully  with  the  British  navy  for 
the  empire  of  the  seas^  we  must  abandon  all 
idea  of  protecting  our  commerce  against  that 
nation.  Great  Britain,  with  her  thousand  ships 
of  war,  is  unable  to  protect  her  commerce  even 
in  sight  of  her  own  coasts.  According  to  my 
understanding  of  the  views  of  the  honorable 
gentiemen,  these  thirty  frigates  are  to  be  em- 
ployed in  destroying  the  commerce  of  the  ene- 
my, and  not  in  fighting  her  public  armed  vessels. 
They  are  in  fact  to  be  national  privateers.  In 
this  point  of  view,  the  proposition  to  cashier 
the  o£Blcer  who  should  strike  the  American  flag 
seems  to  be  at  war  with  the  nature  of  their  em- 
ployment They  are  to  direct  their  efforts  to 
the  destruction  of  merchant  vessels,  and  to 
avoid  collision  with  the  ships  of  war.  It  is  to 
be  apprehended  that  men,  whose  duty  it  is  to 
lavoid  serious  conflicts  with  the  enemy,  wiU 
grow  timid  from  habit  and  will  resist  but  feebly 
when  inevitably  forced  into  them.  The  charac- 
ter of  the  naval  officers  of  the  United  States 
makes  a  regulation  of  this  kind  whoUy  unneces- 
sary. Their  enterprise,  their  courage,  and  in- 
trepidity, are  too  well  established  to  require  a 
regulation  of  such  severity.    As  then  the  gen- 


tieman  does  not  intend  to  dispute  the  sovenigDtj 
even  of  our  own  seas  with  our  expected  enemj 
with  this  naval  fbrcei  but  intends  to  enqiloy  it 
in  the  destruction  of  merchant  vetsda,  an  in- 
crease of  that  force  appears  to  me  to  bevhollj 
unnecessary  and  impolitic.  Individual  e&te^ 
prise,  directed  by  individual  interest,  -will  won 
effectually  destroy  the  commerce  of  the  eoemy. 
than  any  number  of  frigates  in  tiiepoveroi 
this  Government  to  build  and  omploy.  lU 
Baltimore  Federal  Eepublican  states  that  a 
French  privateer  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean  baa  cap- 
tured about  thirty  merchant  vessels,  and  Utft 
the  impression  made  by  this  single  priva^ 
was  so  serious  that  thirteen  yessdiB,  several  of 
which  were  frigates,  were  employed  in  cnoBflg 
for  her.  The  truth  of  this  statement  may  te 
rdied  on,  because  that  paper  is  not  in  the  habit 
of  exaggerating  French  saooeeses,  or  of  agpa- 
vating  British  sufferings.  But  it  is  aaid  tbt^ 
although  our  privateers  were  suooessfDl  at  the 
commencement  of  the  Bevolutionary  War,  be* 
fore  the  condusion  of  that  contest  they  wen 
entirely  destroyed.  Admitting  the  &ct  to  ba 
true,  it  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  such 
will  be  the  result  of  the  war  now  inooDtenqilft' 
tion.  After  the  first  years  of  that  oonteit,  the 
British  forces  were  in  possession  of  the  vnnd- 
pal  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  Btato^ 
which  made  it  extremely  hazardous  forcurpii- 
vateers  to  approach  our  own  coasts,  or  ente 
our  own  harbors.  It  is  expected  that  our  aitoa- 
tion  will  be  very  diflSdient  in  the  event  of  war 
at  this  time.  Instead  of  possessing  the  prind- 
pal  ports  of  the  United  States,  we  expect  to  ei- 
pel  them  frtmi  the  whole  of  thdr  ooatineDtal 
possessions  in  our  neighborhood.  If  this  shodd 
be  the  result  ctf  the  war,  their  means  of  aniKiy- 
ing  our  commerce,  and  of  destroying  cor  pii- 
vateers,  will  be  greatiy  diminished,  and  tbdr 

Sower  of  protecting  their  commerce  from  the 
epredations  of  our  privateers  will  aoffer  an 
equal  diminution. 

MosDAT,  March  9. 
Brituh  IntrinfftM  to  diemember  the  Tnim. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prssidekt  of  THB  Unitkd  Btatu: 

To  thA  SenaU  cmi  House  of 

RqpresenUxUv€s<ifthe  United  States: 
I  lay  before  Coogran  copies  of  certain  doenmatt 
which  remain  in  the  Dqwrtment  of  Statei  They 
prove  that,  at  a  recent  period,  whilst  the  VvM 
Sfatea,  notwithstanding  the  wrongs  snstaiiied  by  tbein, 
ceased  not  to  observe  the  laws  of  peaoe  and  Dcotnh- 
ty  towards  Great  Britain,  and  in  the  midst  of  smica- 
ble  professions  and  negotiations  on  the  piitofd» 
British  Qovemment,  through  its  pnblio  Misiiasrher^ 
a  secret  agent  of  that  Government  was  employed  is 
certam  States,  more  espeoiaUy  at  tiie  seat  of  Gov- 
emment  in  Massachusetts,  in  fomentiiig  disiAete 
to  the  oonstitated  anthorities  of  the  natioD,  and  ia 
intrignes  with  the  disaffected,  for  the  pnpoat  « 
bringing  abont  resistance  to  the  laws,  and  eventoal- 
ly,  in  concert  with  a  British  foice,  of  destroying  tbt 
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TJnioiiy  and  fonning  ihe  eastern  part  thereof  into  a 
politicttl  ocMuieetioii  with  Great  Britain. 

In  addition  to  the  efibct  which  the  disoorezy  of 
such  a  procedore  ong^t  to  have  on  the  pnblic  coon- 
dli,  it  wSl  not  fail  to  render  more  dear  to  the  hearts 
of  an  good  dtixens  that  happy  Union  d  these  States, 
which,  nnder  Divine  Providence,  is  the  guaranty  of 
their  liberties,  their  safety,  their  tranquillity,  and 
their  proq>erit7.  JAMES  MADISON. 

^    March  9,  1812. 

The  Message  and  dooaments  therein  referred 
to  were  read,  and  one  thousand  copies  of  the 
Message  and  documents  ordered  to  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate ;  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Campbell  of  Tennessee,  a  conmiittee  was  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  docmnents  above  refer- 
red to,  ^d  designate  such  as  may  be  necessary 
to  be  printed. 

Meesrs.  Caicfbeix  of  Tennessee,  Bbsnt,  and 
Batasd,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

1&.  Llotd  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Remdvedy  That  the  Secretaiy  of  State  be  duected 
to  Iaj  before  the  Senate  the  names  of  any  and  all 
pereons  in  the  United  States,  and  especially  in  the 
State  of  Massachosetts,  who  have  in  any  way  or 
manner  whatever  entered  into,  or  most  remotely 
coontenaDoed,  the  project  or  the  views,  for  the  exe- 
catiofn  or  attainment  of  which  John  Henry  was,  in 
the  year  1809,  employed  by  Sir  James  Craig,  then 
Governor  General  of  the  British  provinces  in  North 
Ameiica,  and  which  have  this  day  been  communica- 
ted to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 


FltXDAY,  March  18. 
Anmaer  to  Mr.  LloyW%  inquiry. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prbsidxnt  of  thb  Unitbd  Statbs  : 
ToOntSemaUofikb  United  SUda : 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  areport  of  the  Secretaiy  of 
Stale,  complying  wi&  their  resolution  of  the  10th 
JAMES  MADISON. 


DspABmEirr  of  Siatb,  Marek  12, 1812. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
reaofaition  of  the  Senate  of  the  10th  instant,  has  the 
honor  to  xeport,  Ihat  this  department  is  not  in  poe- 
seaslon  of  any  names  of  persons  in  the  United  States, 
who  have,  in  any  way  or  manner  whatever,  entered 
into  or  conntenuioed  the  project  or  the  views,  for  the 
exeention  or  attainment  of  which,  John  Heniy  was, 
in  the  year  1809,  employed  by  Sir  James  Craig ;  the 
aaid  J  Am  Heniy  havmg  named  no  persons  or  person 
aa  being  concerned  in  the  said  prmect  or  views  re- 
ferred to  in  the  documents  laid  before  Congress  on 
the  9th  instant  Which  is  respectfblly  submitted. 
JAMES  MONBOE. 

The  Message  and  report  were  read,  and  one 
thousand  copies  thereof  ordered  to  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


WXDNBSDAT,  MsTOh    18. 

Incorporation  <(f  a  Mining  Gompcmy  in  Upper 
Louisiana.  \ 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Oommittee  of  the 
lIThole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  incorpo- 


rate Moses  Austin,  John  Rice  Jones,  Henry 
Austin,  and  others,  into  a  company,  by  the 
name  of  the  Loniaana  Lead  Company :  and  the 
bin  having  been  farther  amended,  the  President 
reported  it  to  the  House  aocordiii^y. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  afifirmative. 


Tuesday,  March  24. 
In  the  absence  of  the  Yiob  FsBSiDSzrr,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd^  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
the  choice  of  a  President  pro  tempore^  as  the 
constitution  provides,  and  Whiiam  H.  Obaw- 
FOBD  was  elected. 


Thubsdat,  March  26. 
InoorporaUon  qf  Lead  Mine  Compwny, 
The  euOTOssed  bill  to  incorporate  Moses  Aus- 
tin, John  Rice  Jones,  Henry  Austin,  and  others, 
into  a  company,  by  the  name  of  the  Louisiana 
Lead  Company,  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  14,  nays  12, 
as  follows : 

Teas.— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bradley,  Condit,  Craw- 
ford, Dana,  German,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  HoweQ, 
Hunter,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  and  Wor- 
thington. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Bayard,  Franklin,  Giles,  Horsey, 
Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Reed,  Smith  of  Maiyhmd, 
Turner,  and  Yamum. 

So  it  was  Reeohed,  That  this  bill  pass,  and 
that  the  title  thereof  be,  "  An  act  to  incorpo- 
rate Moses  Austm,  John  Rice  Jones,  Henry 
Austin,  and  others,  into  a  company,  by  the 
name  of  the  Louisiana  Lead  Oompany." 


Wednesday,  April  1. 

Erection  of  the  Territory  qf  Orleam  into  a 

JStaU. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^*  An 
act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Louisiana 
into  the  Union,  and  to  extend  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  to  the  said  State,*^  having  been 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed, 
the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and, 
by  unanimous  consent,  was  further  amended, 
by  striking  out,  in  the  nintii  section  and  second 
line,  the  word  **  next,"  and  inserting  the  words 
^*  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve." 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amend- 
ments. 

The  bill  giving  further  time  for  registering 
claims  to  luid  in  the  eastern  district  of  the 
Territory  of  Orleans  having  been  reported  by 
the  conmiittee  correctiy  engrossed,  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  enlarge 
the  limits  of  the  State  of  Louinana;  and,  no 
amendment  bavins  been  offered,  on  the  ques- 
tion, Shidl  this  bifi  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
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third  time  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative 
— yeas  21,  nays  8,  as  follows  : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bibb,  Camp- 
bell of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Cntts,  Gaillaid, 
Giles,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell,  Leib,  Pope,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner, 
Vamnm,  and  Worthington. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Bradley,  Franklin,  German,  Gil- 
man,  Goodrich,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  and  Heed. 

Temporcury  Frribargo. 
The  following  confidential  Message  was  re- 
ceived from  the  President  of  the  United  States : 

7b  the  Senate  and  Haute  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States : 
Considering  it  as  expedient,  under  existing  ciicnm- 
stanoes  and  prospects,  that  a  general  embargo  be  laid 
on  all  vesselB  now  in  port,  or  hereafter  amving,  for 
the  period  of  sixty  days,  I  recommend  the  immediate 
passage  of  a  law  to  that  effect 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Ai^OL  1, 1812. 

The  Message  was  read;  and  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Bayabd,  that  the  ii\junction  of  secrecy  be 
taken  off  respecting  the  Message  last  read,  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  11,  nays 
21,  as  follows: 

Yeas. — ^Messrs.  Bayard,  Dana,  German,  Gilman, 
Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,.  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd, 
and  Reed. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Camp- 
bell of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Cntts,  Franklin, 
Gaillard,  Giles,  Howell,  Leib,  Pope,  Kobinson,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tur- 
ner, Vamnm,  and  Worthington. 

Besoloedy  That  the  Message  be  referred  to  a 
select  conmiittee,  to  consist  of  five  members,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Oahfbell  of  Tennes- 
see, Tatlob,  Gebmak,  Pops,  and  Batabd,  be 
the  committee. 


Fbidat,  April  8. 
Temporary  Embargo, 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels 
in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States 
for  a  Imiited  time,"  having  been  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was 
read  the.third  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib,  it  was  agreed  to  fill 
the  blank  with  the  word  "  ninety." 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  was  determined  in  the  afiSrmative — ^yeas 
20,  nays  18,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — ^Messrsi  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell 
of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin, 
Gaillard,  Gregg,  Howell,  Leib,  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith 
of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tniner,  Vamnm,  and 
Worthington. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Dana,  German, 
Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert, 
Lloyd,  Reed,  and  Smith  of  Maxyland. 


Satcbdat,  April  4. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gahfbkll,  of  Tenneasee, 
the  galleries  were  cleared,  and  the  doon  of  the 
Senate  Chamber  dosed. 

A  message  from  the  Honse  of  Representa- 
tives, by  3ielr  committee,  Messrs.  CAiHon 
and  WnxiAifs — ^Mr.  Oaihoun,  chairman : 

Mr.  President:  The  House  of  Representft- 
tives  concur  in  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entided  '^An  act  laying  an  embargo 
on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  hw- 
bors  of  the  United  States,  for  a  limited  tim&'' 


Fbiday,  April  10. 
BDeeutite  Veto.—BetwmedBSL 
A  message  from  the  House  of  BepresentatiTeB 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  bill  which  passed 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress  at  the  present  ses- 
sion, entitled  *'  An  act  providing  for  the  trial  of 
all  causes  pending  in  the  re^>ective  district 
courts  of  the  United  States,  in  case  of  the  ab- 
sence or  disability  of  the  judges  thereof*  and 
presented  to  the  Preeddent  of  Uie  United  States 
for  his  approbation,  has  been  returned  by  tbe 
President  of  the  United  States^  with  tiie  £[^oy- 
ing  objections: 

*'  Because  the  addittonal  aerrices  imposed  bj  the 
bill  on  the  jnstioes  of  the  Supreme  Conzt  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  are  to  be  performed  by  them  rather  in  tte 
qnaHty  of  other  judges  of  other  oourts,  namely,  jodgn 
of  the  district  comts,  than  in  the  quality  of  justiees  d 
the  Supreme  Court  They  are  to  hold  the  aid  dis- 
trict courts,  and  to  do  and  perform  all  acts  rdating 
to  the  said  courts  which  are  by  law  req[uired  of  the 
district  judgea  The  bill,  therefore,  yirtaalhf  v^ 
points,  for  the  time,  the  justioea  of  the  SupreniD 
Court  to  other  distinct  offices,  to  which,  if  oompsti- 
ble  with  their  original  offices,  they  ought  to  be  ip- 
pointed  by  another  than  the  le^^aUtiTe  autharitr,  in 
pursuance  of  legislative  provisions  anthoriiing  tfas 
appointments. 

I*  Because  the  appeal  allowed  by  law  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  district  oourts  to  tibe  clicoit  oouiti^  wfaHe 
it  corroborates  tiie  construction  which  regsiriB  a 
judge  of  the  one  court,  as  clothed  with  a  new  office, 
by  being  constituted  a  judge  of  the  other,  sobmits  ior 
correction  erroneous  jud^ents,  not  to  superior  or 
other  judges,  but  to  the  erring  indiridnal  himsd^ 
acting  as  sole  judge  in  the  appellate  court. 

'*  Because  the  additional  services  to  be  repaired 
may,  by  distances  of  place,  and  by  the  casoahies  con- 
templated by  the  bill,  become  disproportMliiata  to  the 
strength  and  health  of  the  justices  who  are  to  per- 
form them,  the  additional  services  beln^  mofeover, 
entitied  to  no  additional  compensation,  nor  the  addi- 
tional expenses  incurred,  to  reimbursement  In  this 
view,  the  bill  appears  to  be  contrary  to  eqaitj,  u 
well  as  a  precedent  for  modifications  and  extensioas 
of  judicial  services^  encroaching  on  the  constitatiQiial 
tenure  of  judicial  offices. 

'*  Because,  by  referrinff  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States  questions  m  disability  in  the  district 
judges,  and  of  the  unreasonableness  of  delaying  the 
suits  or  causes  pending  in  the  district  ooorts,  and 
leaving  it  with  him  in  such  cases  to  require  the  jn»- 
tices  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  perform  additional  ser- 
rioes;  the  bill  introduces  an  nnsoitahls  rdation  of 
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members  of  the  jadid 
'  authority  of  the 


Dent  to  a   diacre- 
secntiye  department 
"JAMES  MADISON/ 
And  the  Honse  of  RepresentatiTes,  where  the 
bill  originated,  have  taken  the  question  in  the 
Gonstitational  way,  and  have  resolved  that  tills 
bill  do  not  pass. 

Friday,  April  IT. 
Temporary  NimrEiqportatium. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana,  the  iigtinction  of 
secrecy  was  removed  respecting  the  proceedings 
on  the  ^'Act  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of 
specie,  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  for  a 
lunited  time.^' 

[The  proceedings  a/Ire  asfoUow ;] 
Thubsdat,  April  9, 1812. 

The  following  confidential  message  was  re- 
eel-red  from  the  Honse  of  Bepresentatives,  by 
their  committee,  Mr.  Smiles  and  Ht,  Flkas- 
AKTS — ^Mr.  Smiub,  chairman : 

Jfr.  Prendent:  The  Honse  of  Representa- 
tiTes have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to 
prohibit  the  exportation  of  specie,  goods,  wares, 
snd  merchandise,  for  a  limited  time ;  '*'*  in  which 
biU  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  Seoiate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Campbell  of  Tennessee,  that  the  bill  be  now 
read  the  second  time  by  nnanimons  consent,  it 
was  objected  to  as  against  the  mle. 

Ordered^  That  the  bill  pass  to  a  second  read- 
ing- 

FmnAT,  April  10. 

The  bill  from  the  Honse  of  Representatives, 
oitilied  '^  An  act  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of 
specie,  gooda,  wares,  and  merchandise,  for  a 
limited  time,^'  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Oamfbbll  of  Ten- 
nessee, Bbadlby,  and  Tatlob,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Camfbell  of  Tennessee,  from  the  com- 
mittee, reported  the  bill  last  mentioned  with  an 
amendment  Wherenpon,  the  bill  was  resmned, 
and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
together  with  the  amendment  reported  thereto 
by  the  select  committee ;  and  having  agreed  to 
the  amendment)  the  President  reported  the  bUl 
to  the  Honse  accordingly. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Goodbioh,  that  the  fru-- 
ther  consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed  nntil 
to-morrow,  and  that  it  be  printed  nnder  an  in- 
jnnetion  of  secrecy,  for  the  nse  of  the  Senate,  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  bill  pass  to  the  third 
reading  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  16,  nays  12,  as  follows: 

Tkab. — ^Meaars.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bient,  Campbell 
of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  GaiUard,  Gregg, 
Howdl,  Leib,  Pope,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Tay- 
lor.  Turner,  aadVajmnm. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Bradley,  Dana,  Gernuu^  GHes, 
Oilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hnnter,  J^ambert,  lioyd, 
Beed,  aod  Smith  of  Maryland. 


FioDAT,  April  17. 
Mississippi  Territory. 

Mr.  Tatlob,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  on  the  17th  of  March,  the  bill,  entitled 
^  An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  Grov- 
emmen^  and  for  the  admission  of  snch  State 
into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States ;  "  and  on  the  6th  lostant,  the 
bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the 
eightii  section  of  the  act  regulating  the  grants  of 
land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  uie  lands 
of  the  United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, reported  that  the  said  bills  be  severally 
postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  Deoembco: 
next. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  in  considering  the  sabjeot  referred  to  them, 
they  conld  not  avoid  being  stnick  with  the  immense 
size  of  the  Territory  proposed  to  be  erected  into  a 
State,  a  size  disproportionate  to  the  size  of  any  of  the 
largest  States  which  now  compose  oar  confederation. 

It  embraces,  in  its  present  form,  and  without  any 
extennon,  to  the  GKilf  of  Mexico,  (as  is  proposed  in 
the  bill  referred  to  ns,)  nearly  six  and  a  half  degrees 
of  geographical  longitnde,  and  four  entire  degrees  of 
]aSa£,  and  affords  an  area  of  twice  the  si^boe  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Yonr  committee  are  strongly  impressed  with  the 
propriety  and  expediency  of  diriding  the  said  Terri- 
toiy,  so  as  to  form  of  the  same  two  States,  whenever 
the  population,  within  the  limits  of  each  section,  shaU 
render  it  just  and  proper ;  and  they  respectfully  snb- 
mit  to  the  Senate  Ihe  following  diviuonal  line,  between 
the  western  and  eastern  sections  of  the  said  Territoiy, 
viz:  np  the  Mobile  river,  to  the  point  nearest  its 
source,  which  falls  on  the  eleventh  degree  ef  west 
lon^tude  firom  the  city  of  Washington ;  thence  a 
course  due  north  nntil  the  line  intersects  the  waters 
of  Bear  Creek ;  tiience  down  the  said  creek  to  its 
confluence  widi  the  Tennessee  River ;  thence  down 
the  said  river  to  the  northern  bonndsjy  line  of  the 
said  Territory,  By  a  riew  of  the  map  of  this  oonn- 
tiy  it  will  appear  ihtX  the  above  divisional  line  will 
divide  the  Territoiy  into  nearly  two  equal  parts,  and 
It  has,  for  the  most  part,  a  delineation  by  nature. 

By  the  5th  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the  treaty 
of  cession  fimn  the  State  of  Georgia  the  United  States 
are  bound  to  erect  the  said  Territory  into  one  State. 
It  has^  however,  been  suggested  that  the  State  of 
Georgia  would  not,  upon  a  proper  representation, 
withhold  her  consent  to  the  proposed  division. 

To  the  end,  therefore,  that  an  opportunity  may  be 
afforded  to  the  State  of  Creorgia  to  express  this  con- 
sent, by  a  legislative  act  of  the  said  State,  as  they 
shall  think  proper,  your  committee  recommend  that 
the  said  bill  shall  be  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in 
December  next. 


MoKDAT,  April  20. 
Death  of  the  Vice  JPresident. 
The  FBBsmBKT  addressed  the  Senate  as  fol- 
lows: 

*<  Gbmtxjdcbh  :  Upon  me  devolves  the  painful  duty 
of  announoinff  to  the  Senate  the  death  of  our  venera- 
ble fellow-eitiaen,  Gbobob  CLOiToir,  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States. 
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<<  By  thiB  afflictzTe  dispensation  of  Divine  Prori- 
denoe  the  Senate  is  depriyed  of  a  President  rendered 
dear  to  each  of  its  members  by  the  dignity  and  im- 
partiality with  which  he  has  so  long  presided  over 
their  deliberations ;  and  the  nation  bereaved  of  one  of 
the  brightest  Inminaries  of  its  glorious  Bevdufeion.*' 

The  Senate  being  informed  of  the  decease  of 
tlieir  distinguished  fellow-citizen,  Gbosoe  Oun- 
TON,  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  do 

JSesohe,  That  a  conunittee  be  appointed, 
Jointly  with  such  as  may  be  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  Honse  of  Eepresentatives,  to  consider 
and  report  measures  proper  to  manifest  the  pub- 
lic respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  and 
expressive  of  the  deep  regret  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  on  the  loss  of  a  citizen  so 
highly  respected  and  revered. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Smith  of  New  York 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Gsbman,  Gilmak,  and 
Bradlbt,  be  the  committee. 

Orderedj  That  the  Secretary  carry  this  reso- 
lution to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

A  message  from  the  Honse  of  Bepresentatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  for  the  appointment 
of  a  Joint  committee  "  to  consider  and  report 
measures  proper  to  manifest  the  public  respect 
for  the  memory  of  the  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,^'  deceased,  and  have  appoiui^da 
committee  on  their  part 

TuBflDAT,  April  21. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Smtth  of  New  York, 
SeMhed  unaninunuly.  That,  from  an  un- 
feigned respect  to  the  late  Gbobos  Olebttok, 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  the  Chair  of  the  President 
of  the  Senate  be  shrouded  with  black  during  ^e 
present  session ;  and,  as  a  further  testimony  of 
respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  the 
members  of  the  Senate  will  go  into  mounung 
and  wear  a  black  crape  round  the  left  arm  for 
thir<7-daya. 


Fbiday,  April  24. 
Beceu  qf  Congreti. 

Mr.  Bradlbt,  from  the  Joint  committee  of 
the  two  Houses  appointed  on  the  subject  of  a 
recess,  reported  tne  business  that  demands  the 
immediate  attention  of  Oongress,  and  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Beaoivedy  hy  the  Senate  and  Hotue  ofRepitaeiUatme 
dyie  United  Staiee  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^ 
That,  during  the  present  session  of  Congress,  the 
President  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  Honse  <^ 
Bepresentatives  shall,  on  the  29th  day  of  April  in- 
stant, adjoom  their  respective  Houses  to  Monday,  the 
18th  day  of  May  next,  ihea  to  meet  at  the  same  place 
in  which  the  two  Houses  are  now  sitting. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bbadley,  the  resolution 
was  twice  read  by  unanimous  consent;  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Pope,  amended,  by  striking  out 
the  words  "eigfhteenth  day  of  May  next." 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  resolution  be  en- 


grossed, and  read  a  third  time  as  amended,  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  16^ 
nays  18. 


Satubday,  April  25. 
IUee8»  of  C<mgre88, 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  for  a  recess  of  Congress  from  the 
29th  inst.  to  the day  of next 

Mr.  PoPB  moved  to  fiU  the  blank  with  the 
4th  Monday  in  June.  The  moet  distant  day 
would  probably  accommodate  the  greatest  mim- 
ber  of  members ;  and  this  day  would  be  suffi- 
ciently early  to  take  measures  neoeasaiy  on  the 
expiration  of  the  embargo. 

Mr.  ANBEBSOir  said  he  had  supposed  the  dsy 
fixed  upon  by  the  committee,  yiz:  the  18th  of 
May,-  would  have  been  the  day.  He  did  not 
himself  feel  the  necessity  of  any  a^ourameot; 
but,  if  it  must  take  plaoe,  it  ought  either  to  be 
for  a  short  time,  or  for  so  long  a  time  asequHy 
to  accommodate  all.  If  it  were  to  befor  ashoit 
time,  it  would  be  merely  for  relaxation ;  if  for  a 
longer  time,  as  was  now  proposed,  he  feared  it 
would  be  considered  as  indicative  of  an  inten- 
tion to  pause  in  the  course  of  measures  they  had 
commenced,  and  produce  an  impression  alnoid, 
among  the  people,  which  was  much  to  be  d6pr»- 
cated. 

Mr.  Pope  said  he  was  in  favor  of  such  a  time 
being  fixed  on  as  should  accommodate  the  great 
est  number  of  the  members.  As  to  the  effect 
of  an  adjournment  on  the  public  mind,  he  im- 
agined that  the  difference  between  a  recess  of 
twenty  or  thirty  days  would  be  veiy  uniiii- 
portant. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Oamfbell  said  it  seemed  to  hhn 
something  like  bribing  the  members  to  ohtain 
votes,  to  talk  about  lengthening  the  time  so  as  te 
accommodate  the  greatest  number  of  members. 
He  could  not  conceive  it  consistait  with  the 
honor  of  t^e  country  that  they  should  decide  the 
question  of  adjournment  on  tiie  mere  ground oC 
persoiud  convenience;  he  considered  the  only 
question  to  b^  whether  a  recess  would  have  a 
good  or  bad  effect  on  the  public  service.  He  had 
on  a  former  occasion  stated  his  objecticm  to  tloi 
step,  that  it  would  produce  an  ill  effiMt  on  the 
pubuc  mind.  Many  misrepresentatioiiB  have 
oeen  already  made  to  induce  the  public  to  be- 
lieve you  are  not  in  earnest  An  ad||ooniment 
for  any  length  of  time  would  seem  hke  desert- 
ing our  posts,  and  will  put  the  seal  on  tiiis  be- 
ll^. Under  this  view,  he  must  vote  against 
the  adjournment ;  but  the  longer  was  the  reoee^ 
the  worse  would  be  the  effect  on  the  pablie 
mind.  He  should,  therefore^  vote  for  the  short- 
est day. 

Mr.  Bba])lkt  said  he  could  not  see  that  tiie 
proposed  recess  would  be  deserting  their  poets 
at  alL  The  nation  knew  that  the  Govermoenk 
could  not  go  to  war  without  soldiers ;  and  atting 
here  would  certainly  not  restoire  peaosL  Ooa* 
gross  had  adopted  many  war  measures)  tiie  ei»- 
cution  of  which  they  had  put  into  the  hands  of 
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tiieEzecntiTe;  thej  bad  also  anthorized  a  loan 
of  eleven  mUlioss.  And  while  these  measores 
were  going  on.  ooold  Ck>ngreflB,  by  staTing  here 
ooofltantly ,  add  to  the  number  of  men,  or  expe- 
dite the  loan  ?  If  an  enemj  were  to  hiyade  na, 
without  anj  government  at  all,  they  wonld  be 
promptly  resisted.  But,  if  we  are  going  to  war 
to  vedreflB  ffrievanoes,  to  revenge  ii^jnrieB  re- 
ceived, we  shonld  choose  onr  own  time.  If  we 
begin  war  before  we  have  an  army,  it  is  bring- 
ing the  nation  to  the  last  stage  of  degradation, 
not  to  eoQsider  at  aU  the  simerings  and  leases 
which  wonld  be  in  sach  cases  sustained.  It 
would  be  a  great  error  to  attempt  to  pnt  this 
eomitry,  by  a  forced  vote  of  Congress,  into  war. 
Ton  cannot  lead  this  coontry  to  war  as  the 
batcher  leads  his  flock  to  the  slanghter-honse. 
T^  is  a  government  of  opinion;  the  pnblic 
sentiment  will  not  be  driven^  but  must  be  fDl- 
lowed.  Congress  have  certamly  done  as  mnch 
for  the  present  as  they  can.  I  wish  to  see  the 
effect  of  the  measures  they  have  taken.  The 
EzecQtive  is  clothed  with  all  the  necessary 
powers  to  make  preparation  for  war;  and  if  the 
nation  will  not  abide  by  ns  and  support  the 
measures  of  Congress,  it  is  vain  to  say  we  can 
force  the  people  into  a  war.  I  believe  the  peo- 
ple will  be  better  satisfied  with  a  recess  than 
with  onr  sitting  here  from  day  to  day  without 
doing  any  thing  material,  and  there  is  nothing 
material  at  this  moment  to  do.  They  are  not 
irc^onal;  they  know  that  Congress  have  be^ 
in  session  six  months;  they  must  also  foresee 
that  when  we  come  to  war,  the  Connoil  of  the 
Natlcm  must  be  perpetually  in  session;  they 
win,  therefore,  not  be  dissatisfied  at  a  short  re- 
cess. If  war  be  actually  to  take  i^ace  at  the 
expiration  c^  the  embargo,  this,  of  ail  others,  is 
the  time  for  relaxation.  ^ 

The  onestion  on  the  insertion  of  the  eighth 
day  of  Jmie  as  tiie  day  of  reassembling  of  the 
two  Hooses,  was  decided  as  follows : 

TsAa — ^Bf  ens.  Bndley,  Condit,  Crawford,  Dana, 
German,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horaey,  Hunter, 
I^ambert,  Uoyd,  Pope,  Reed,  RobmMn,  Smith  of  New 
Toxic,  Tuner,  end  Worthington-*18. , 

NAva— Heevs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bzent,  Campbell 
of  TennoMee,  Cntte,  GaUlard,  Giles,  Hoirel]»  Leib, 
flndlh  of  Ifaiyhudy  T8li»  Tayknr,  and  Yanmm— 18. 

So  the  motkm  was  carried. 


WxDHXSDAT,  April  2d. 
Maritime  D^enee. 
Mr.  Pops  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  more  effectnaUy  to  protect  the  com- 
merce and  coasts  of  the  United  States :  and  the 
hill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 


TusBDAT,  Jnne  9. 
Bhode  liland  £e»olutum$. 
Ub  Htthtbb  presented  the  resolutions  of  the 
LegifllatQre  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and 
Fkondence  FUmtationai  instmcting  then*  Sena- 
torn  and  Bepresentatives  in  Congress^  to  use 


their  endeavors  to  avert  the  evils  of  war,  to  put 
onr  maritime  frontier  in  a  state  of  defence,  and 
for  the  repeal  of  the  embargo  and  restrictive 
system ;  and  the  resolutions  were  read. 

Ifew  Yorh  Memorial, 

Mr.  Smitr  of  New  York,  presented  the  fol- 
lowing petition  of  sundry  mhabitanta,  mer- 
chants^ and  others,  of  the  dty  of  New  York, 
E raying  that  the  embargo  and  non-importation 
Lws  be  continued  as  a  substitute  for  war  against 
Great  Britain : 
To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  Honee  of  Repre- 

sentatiTes  of  the  United  States  of  America  hi  Con- 

giees  asBembled,  the  memorial  of  the  enbscribere, 

mercbanta,  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  city  of 

New  York,  reqpeotfnlly  showeth :    . 

That  yonr  memorialists  feel,  in  common  with  the 
rest  of  theh  fellow-cituens,  an  anxious  solicitude  for 
the  honor  and  mterest  of  their  ooontiy,  and  an  eqnal 
determination  to  assert  and  maintain  them. 

That  vonr  memorialists  believe  that  a  oontinna- 
tion  of  the  restriotire  measmras  now  in  operation  will 
produce  all  the  benefits  while  it  prerents  tiie  calami- 
ties of  war.  That  when  the  British  ItCnistiy  become 
convinced  that  a  trade  with  the  United  States  cannot 
be  renewed,  but  by  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Coon- 
oil,  the  disti«ss  of  their  merchants  and  mannfactorers^ 
&a,- their  inability  to  support  their  annies  in  Spain 
and  Portogal,  will  probably  compel  them  to  that 
measore. 

Your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  such 
effects  are  even  now  viuble;  and  it  may  be  reasona- 
bly hoped  that  a  oontinnanoe  of  the  embargo  and 
non-importation  laws  »  few  months  beyond  tiie  fonrth 
day  of  Jnly  next,  will  efibct  a  complete  and  bloodless 
triumph  of  oar  rights. 

Your  memoiialiBts  therefbie  leflpeotfuUy  soUdt  ot 
your  honorable  body  the  passage  (^a  law  oontinmnff 
the  embargo,  and  giving  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  power  to  diseonlune  the  whole  of  the  restiio- 
tive  wykem  on  the  rescinding  of  the  British  Orders  in 
CoonciL 

The  oondnot  of  France  in  burning  onr  ships,  in  se- 
questrating oar  property  entering  her  ports,  expecting 
protection  in  consequence  of  the  promised  repeal  of 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  and  the  delay  in  com- 
pleting a  treaty  with  the  American  Minister,  has 
excited  great  sensation,  and  we  hope  and  trust  will 
can  forth  firom  your  honorable  body  such  retaliatoiy 
measures  as  may  be  best  calculated  to  procure  jus- 
tice. 


John  Jacob  Astor 
Samuel  Adams 
Howland  &  Grinnell 
£.  Slosson 
Israel  Gibbs 
Isaac  Clason 
John  Slidell 
John  K.  Townsend 
Andrew  Ogden  &  Co. 
Thomas  Storm 
Amos  Butler 
Ebeneaer  Bunill 
Isaac  Heyer 
Ralph  Bulkl^ 
Samuel  Bell 
John  F.  Delaplaine 
Peter  Stagff 
David  Taylor 


Abraham  Smith 
Thomas  H.  Smith,  jr. 
Andrew  Foster 
Jacob  BariLOr 
William  Lovett 
^niliam  Edffar,  jr. 
Samuel  Stillwell 
Jacob  P.  Giraud 
John  Hone 
John  Kane 
Amasa  Jackson 
William  J.  Robinson 
Joseph  Sti 
Abraham  S  1 
Joshua  Jones 
Frederick  Giraud,  jr. 
Robert  Roberta 
JohnOrookes 
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WilUam  Adee 
John  T.  Lawrence 
Joseph  W.  Totten 
laaac  Schermerhom 
Alexander  Raden 
Joseph  Otis 
Lewis  Hartman 
Garret  Storm 
Geoxge  Bement 
S.  A.  Rich 


,  Hugh  McConniok 
John  Depejster 
Gilbert  Haight 
James  Lovett 
Le£fert  Le£ferti 
Angostos  Wynooop 
John  W.  Gale 
Thomas  Rich 
Samuel  Marshall 
Elbert  Herring. 


After  the  memoritd  had  been  read, 
Mr.  Tatlob  said,  that  the  respectability  of  the 
sabscribers  to  a  petition  presented  to  this  body, 
and  the  importance  of  the  matter  therein  con- 
tained, had,  on  various  occasions,  been  nsed  as 
indacements  to  ns  to  give  such  petition  a  respect- 
ful disposition  in  the  course  of  our  proceedings. 
He  recollected  a  case  in  point  It  was  the  case 
of  the  petition  of  an  eminent  merchant  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, presented  by  an  honorable  Senator 
from  that  State,  and  which  at  the  suggestion  of 
that  honorable  gentleman  was,  bv  the  Senate, 
ordered  to  be  prmted.  He  was  of  opinion  that 
the  petition  just  read  ought  not  to  be  treated 
with  less  attention.  That  he  had  seen  the  peti- 
tion, and  had  inquired  into  the  character  of  its 
subscribers — ^and  had  been  informed  that  the 
fifty-eight  signers  to  it  were  among  the  most  re- 
spectable, wealthy,  and  intelligent  merchants  of 
the  city  of  New  York.  There  are  to  be  found  in 
that  list  the  names  of  two  presidents  of  banks ; 
three  presidents  of  insurance  companies ;  thir- 
teen directors  of  banks :  beddes  other  names  of 
pre-eminent  standing  in  the  mercantile  world. 
They  had  all  united  in  the  sentiments  contained 
in  the  petition,  notwithstanding  that  there  ex- 
isted among  them  a  difference  in  political  opin- 
ions— ^for  he  understood  that  of  the  petitioners 
forty-two  were  federal  and  sixteen  republican. 
Mr.  T.  added,  that  he  considered  some  of  the 
sentiments  contained  in  the  petition  as  of  the 
highest  importance.  He  hailed  it  as  an  aus- 
picious occurrence,  that  these  honorable  mer- 
chants, in  praying  that  the  evils  of  war  might 
be  averted  from  them  and  from  the  nation,  had 
nevertheless  held  fast  to  the  principle  of  resist- 
ance to  the  aggressions  and  unhallowed  conduct 
of  Great  Britain  towards  our  nation — and  had 
exercised  the  candor  and  firmness  to  bear  testi- 
mony to  the  efficiency  of  the  restrictive  system 
for  obtaining  a  redress  of  our  wrongs,  and  of 
course  to  the  integrity  and  honor  of  those  who 
had  imposed  this  system  for  that  purpose.  He 
hoped  that  the  example  of  these  petitioners 
would  tend  to  counteract  those  strenuous  and 
unremitting  exertions  of  passion,  preludice,  and 
party  feeling,  which  had  attempted  to  stamp 
upon  the  majority  in  Ck>ngress  tlie  foul  and  un- 
just censure  of  being  enemies  to  commerce. 
That,  however  unfashionable  and  obstinate  it 
might  appear,  he  still  believed  that  the  embargo 
and  non-importation  laws,  if  faithfully  executi^, 
were  capable  of  reaching  farther  than  our  can- 
non. We  were  at  this  very  time  tendering  an 
urgent  argument,  to  be  felt  by  each  city,  i 
and  handet  in  England.    This  touching  to 


quick  the  vital  interests  of  that  empire,  would 
demonstrate  to  the  people  at  least  the  foDy  and 
absurdity  of  the  Orders  in  CounciL  The  or- 
deal of  tiie  twenty  weeks  of  scarcity,  whidi  the 
people  of  that  unhappy  oonntrj  are  undergoing, 
to  relieve  which,  but  for  the  madness  and  folly 
of  their  rulers,  every  yard  of  American  canvas 
would  be  spread  to  the  gales :  the  thousands  of 
starving  manufacturers  thrown  out  of  employ 
for  want  of  our  custom,  which  custom,  but  for 
the  injustice  of  their  masters,  we  were  willing 
to  give,  now  feel  the  efficiency  of  the  restrictiTe 
system.  These  matter-of-fact  argnmentB  wint 
no  sophistry  nor  long  speeches  to  give  than 
weight  But  Great  Britain  ia  proud,  and  will 
never  yield  to  this  sort  of  pressure.  Hmiger 
has  no  law.  Where  was  her  pride  during  the 
last  year  when  she  exported  to  her  enemy  oa 
the  continent  more  than  eleven  miUions  of 
pounds  sterling  for  provisions;  and  meanly 
truckling  to  her  enemy,  consented  to  buy  the 
privilege  of  laying  out  her  guineas  for  bread; 
and  actually  submitted  on  the  compulsion  (^ 
l^apoleon  to  buy  the  wines,  brandies,  and  alb 
of  France,  which  she  did  not  want !  This  n- 
strictive  system,  when  commenced  under  the 
former  embargo  law,  encountered  every  opposi- 
tion among  ourselves,  which  selfish  avarice, 
which  passion  and  party  rage  could  suggest; 
and  so  successful  were  its  assailants  that  while 
it  was  operating  with  its  fullest  effects,  (which 
the  prices  current  of  that  day  will  show,)  some 
of  its  greatest  champions  in  the  National  Legis- 
lature abandoned  it — ^yes,  sir,  in  the  tideof  rio- 
tory  they  threw  down  their  arms.  How  were 
the  mighty  fallen,  and  the  shield  of  the  mighty 
vilely  cast  away  I  The  disavowal  of  Erekme's 
arrangement  was  the  consequence  of  this  re- 
treat But  it  may  be  said  that  tlie  sentimeota 
in  their  petition  were  extorted  by  the  appre- 
hension of  a  greater  evil — war.  In  all  our  tnab^ 
those  who  had  not  predetermined  to  submit  to 
Great  Britain  must  have  anticipated  this  alter- 
native. Let  those  who  by  their  acrimooT, 
sneers,  and  scoffs,  have  thrown  away  this  chief 
defence  of  our  nation,  be  held  re^)on8ible  for 
the  compulsion  they  have  imposed  on  us  to  take 
this  dire  alternative.  He  said  that  although 
he  was  unwilling  to  abate  a  rangle  pang  which 
we  might  legally  inffict  upon  our  enemy,  and 
might  at  the  proper  time  oppose  any  thing  like 
the  swap  proposed  of  one  system  for  another, 
when  we  had  the  power  and  the  ri^t  to  im- 
pose upon  our  enemy  both  the  one  and  the 
other,  he  nevertheless  thought  the  petiticm  was 
deserving  of  the  attention  which  he  now  moved 
it  should  receive.  He  moved  that  the  petitioii 
should  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate 
then  a^oumed. 


Thubsdat,  June  11. 
General  Wilkinson^s  Accounts. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  reported  by  the  ooinmittee  on  the 
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xnemorial  of  General  James  Wilkinsoii,  which 
18  as  follows : 

Bemdoedy  That  the  proper  acoomitbg  officer  of  the 
Department  of  War  be  directed,  in  the  settlement  of 
General  WilkinBon's  account^  to  place  to  his  credit 
tike  sum  of  four  thousand  and  thirfy-eix  dollars  sev- 
ent^-eeren  oent& 

And  the  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  recom- 
mitted to  the  original  committee,  with  instruo- 
tion  to  bring  in  a  bill  accordingly. 


Fbidat,  June  12. 
MancLchvMtU  Memorial. 

Mr.  luJuoYD  presented  a  resolntion  of  the  Honse 
of  Representatives  of  Massachnsetts,  paseed  June 
2d,  instant,  expressing  their  opinion  '^  that  an 
offensive  war  against  Great  Britain,  under  the 
present  circmnstances  of  this  country,  would  be 
in  the  highest  degree  impolitic,  unnecessary, 
and  miDous;^'  also,  a  memorial  of  the  said 
House  of  Representatives,  passed  by  a  minority 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty-six,  on  the  same  sub- 
ject; and  the  resolution  and  memorial  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate. 

They  are  as  follows : 

GoMxoNwsALTH  OF  MAasACHiJSErrs : 

Im  the  HoUS9  of  BEPBESEErrATIVSB, 

JvM  2,  1812. 
1^9oir€d,  As  the  opinion  of  this  House,  that  an 
oflensiTe  war  against  Great  Britain,  under  the  present 
drcoinstanoes  H  this  conntiy,  would  be  in  the  highest 
degree  imiMlitic,  unnecessary,  and  ruinous ;  that  the 
great  body  of  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth  are 
decidedly  opposed  to  this  measure,  which  they  do  not 
believe  to  be  demanded  by  the  honor  or  interests  of 
the  nation ;  and  tiist  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  a  re^)ectful  petition  to  be  presented  to  Con- 
gress praying  them  to  arrest  a  calamity  so  greatly 
to  be  deprecated,  and,  by  the  removal  of  conmiercial 
restrictions,  to  restore,  so  far  as  depends  on  them,  the 
benefits  of  trade  and  navigation,  which  are  indis- 
pensable to  the  prosperity  and  comfort  of  the  people 
of  this  Commonwealth. 

TIMOTHY  BIGELOW,  JS^edker. 


Thubsday,  June  18. 
Ir^ynetum  of  Secrecy  on  War  Meaeures  removed. 
The  injunction  of  secrecy  thereon  having  been 
removed,  on  motion,  by  liCr.  Aitdessoi^,  twelve 
hundred  copies  of  the  confidential  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  first 
of  Jane  instant,  were  ordered  to  be  printed  for 
the  nse  of  the  Sienate. 


Certain  eonjldential  proeeedmge  of  the  Senate^ 
9inee  Jlrst  Jut^  are  as  follow,  the  injunction 
cfeeereey  hoeing  heen  removed: 

Monday,  June  1,  1812. 
A  confidential  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbksedbnt  of  the  United  States,  as  follows : 
LFor  this  Message,  see  the  Supplemental  Jour- 


nal of  the  Proceedings  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, under  the  date  of  June  1, 1812,  poet,] 


Friday,  June  5. 

Declaration  of  War  against  Great  Britain. 

A  confidential  Message  was  received  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  by  Messrs.  Maoon 
and  Pindlay,  two  of  their  members— Mr.  Maoon, 
chairman: 

Mr.  Preeident:  The  House  of  Representatives 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  *^  An  act  declaring 
War  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Dependen- 
cies, and  the  United  States  and  their  Territories  -^ 
in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  Sen- 
ate; and  request  that  the  biU  be  considered 
confidentially. 

An  act  declaring  War  between  Oreat  Britain  and  her 
Dependencies,  and  the  United  States  and  their 
Territories. 

Be  it  enacted  hg  the  Senate  and  H<m$e  of  Etpretent- 
atives  of  the  United  States  qf  America,  m  Congrete 
aseenMed,  That  war  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  de- 
clared to  exist  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Depend- 
encies, and  the  United  States  and  their  Territories; 
and  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby 
authorized  to  use  the  whole  land  and  naval  force  of 
the  United  States  to  cany  the  same  into  effect;  and 
to  issue  to  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States 
commissions  or  letters  of  marque  and  general  reprisal, 
in  such  form  as  he  shall  think  proper,  and  under  the 
seal  of  the  United  States,  against  the  vessels,  goods, 
and  effects  of  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  of 
its  subjects,  and  of  all  persons  inhabiting  within  any 
of  its  territories  or  possessions. 

On  motion,  the  bill  was  twice  read  by  unani- 
mous consent;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Leib,  it 
was  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  the  1st 
instant, 'on  the  confidential  Message  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  of  the  same  date,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 


Tuesday,  June  9. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Andebson,  the  bill  entitled 
"  An  act  declaring  War  between  Great  Britain 
and  her  Dependencies,  and  the  United  States 
and  their  Territories,"  was  considered  as  in 
Gonmiittee  of  the  Whole.  Mr.  Gaillabd  was 
requested  to  take  the  Ohair ;  and,  after  debate, 
a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gbsoo,  that  the  bill 
be  recommitted,  for  further  amendment^  to  the 
committee  who  have  under  consideration  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
of  the  1st  June.  And,  after  debate,  the  Pres- 
ident resumed  the  Chair,  and  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 

Wednesday,  June  10. 

Mr.  Gaiixabd  was  requested  to  take  the 
Chair. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  declaring  War 
between  Great  Britain  and. her  Dependencies, 
and  the  United  States  and  their  Territories."^ 

Mr.  Gbbgg,  hy  permission,  amended  his  motion 
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for  recommitting  the  bill  to  the  oomndttee 
appointed  on  the  confidential  MeesaM  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  Ist  of 
Jane,  as  follows: 

Euolved,  That  the  bill  entitled  "Ad  act  deoluing 
War  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Dependenciea, 
and  the  United  States  and  their  Territories)"  be  re- 
committed to  the  committee  to  whom  was  committed 
the  Message  of  the  President,  of  the  Ist  instant,  with 
instmctions  to  modify  and  amend  the  same,  in  soch 
manner  that  the  Prasident  of  the  United  States  shall 
have  power  to  antiiorize  the  pnblio  armed  ships  and 
Twsels  of  the  United  States  to  make  reprisals  upon 
the  pnblio  and  private  ships  and  vessels,  goods,  and 
merchandise,  belonging  to  the  Crown  of  the  United 
Ejngdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  to  the  sob- 
jects  thereof;  and  also  to  grant  letters  of  marqne  and 
reprisal,  under  snitable  regulations,  to  be  provided  in 
the  bill,  to  private  armed  ships  and  vessels  to  make 
like  reprisals^ 

Thubsday,  June  11. 

Mr.  GailulBD  was  requested  to  take  the 
Ohair. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Andbbson,  the  bill  from 
the  HoQse  of  Representatives,  entitled  **An  act 
declaring  war  between  Great  Britain  and  her 
Dependencies,  and  the  United  States  and  their 
Territories,''  was  resumed,  and  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  tiie  Whole,  together  with  the 
motion  yesterday  sabmitted  by  Mr.  Gbsgo  ;  and 
on  tiie  qnestion  to  agree  to  tiie  motion,  it  was 
determined  in  the  affinnative— yeas  17,  nays  18, 
as  follows: 

Ybas. — Measrs.  Bayaid,  Condit,  Dana,  Gennan, 
Giles,  Gihnan,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  HoweU, 
Htmter,  Lambert^  Leib,  Uoyd,  Beid,  Smitii  of  New 
Ywk,  and  Worthh^;ton. 

Natb. — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Ten- 
nessee, Crawford,  Cntts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Pope, 
Smith  of  MaiyUmd,  Tait^  Taylor,  Tuner,  and  Var- 


Wherenpon,  Mr.  Obawtord  resumed  the 
Chair;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Asdxbson,  it 
was  ordered  that  the  committee  to  whom  this 
biU  is  recommitted  have  leave  to  at  imme- 
diately. 

Fkidat,  Jnne  12. 
BeprisaU  <m  British  Oommeree, 
Mr.  Ai!rDSBaoH,from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill,  entitied  *^  An  act 
declaring  War  between  Great  Britain  and  her 
Dependencies,  and  the  United  States  and  theur 
Territories,"  with  instmctions  to  modify  and 
amend  the  same,  in  snoh  manner  that  the  Pres- 
ident shall  have  the  power  to  authorize  the 
pnblic  armed  ships  and  veasels  of  the  United 
States  to  make  reprisals  upon  the  public  and 
private  ships  and  vessels,  goods,  and  merchan- 
dise, belonging  to  the  Crown  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  to 
the  subjects  thereof;  and  also  to  grant  letters 
of  marque  and  reprisal,  under  suitable  regula- 
tions, to  be  provided  in  the  bill,  to  private  ships 


and  vessels  to  make  reprisals^  agreeably  to  i 
instructions. 


Satubdat,  June  18. 
J)eelaration  of  War, 

Mr.  Gaillabd  was  requested  to  take  the 
Chair;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Akdebsos,  the 
consideration  of  the  bill,  entitied  **An  act 
dedaring  war  between  Great  Britain  aod  her 
Dependencies,  and  the  United  States  and  their 
Territories,"  was  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole ;  and  having  agreed  to  sundry  ameud- 
ments,  the  Prendent  resumed  the  Chair;  and 
Mr.  Gaillabd  reported  the  bOl  with  ameod- 
ment&  which  were  considered  in  Senate  and 
a^preeato. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gsrmak,  to  poet- 
pone  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  to  d» 
first  Monday  in  November  next 

Mr.  Gbbuah  addressed  the  Chair  as  Movb: 

Mr.  President:  I  made  the  motion  to  post- 
pone the  oonMderation  oi  the  bill  now  befixeiis, 
from  a  conviction  that  it  will  be  extreme^  in- 
jurious to  the  country  to  pass  it  at  tius  time.  I 
feel,  sir,  that  the  State  I  have  the  honor  to  rep- 
resent has  a  peculiar  interest  in  the  event  of 
this  question;  and  I  also  feel  the  weight  of  the 
interest  which  the  nation  at  laige  has  at  stske, 
in  the  event  of  the  passage  of  this  bill  I  there- 
fore consider  it  a  duty  1  owe  my  constitQenta, 
to  use  every  reasonable  exertion  in  my  power 
to  prevent  the  object  of  tiiat  bill,  until  the 
country  is  better  prepared  to  cany  it  into 


As  I  presume  the  war,  if  declared,  is  intended 
to  be  an  offensive  one,  I  will,  to  estahliah  the 
propriety  of  my  motion^  take  a  general  view  of 
the  situation  of  this  country;  of  its  means  to 
carry  on  offensive  operatiima,  as  weQ  as  to  de- 
fend itself  and  of  the  situation  and  nlatiTe 
strength  also  of  the  country  we  are  required  to 
make  war  upon. 

I  am  ready  to  allow,  Mr.  PresideBt,  tiiatboth 
Great  Britain  and  France  have  given  us  abun- 
dant cause  for  war:  on  this  occaaiOD,  therefore^ 
I  shall  dispense  with  ufflug  any  argument  whidi 
might  serve  to  show,  that  if  we  were  even  m  a 
state  of  preparation,  and  possessed  the  means  of 
insuring  a  favorable  issue,  it  would  he  bed 
polipy  n>r  this  country,  at  the  present  time,  to 
enter  into  war  with  Great  Britain,  althoo^ 
perhaps  many  weighty  reasons  might  he  adduoed 
m  support  of  such  argument. 

I  wm  first  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
the  ability  and  strensth  of  the  nation  we  are 
about,  by  this  bill,  to  declare  war  against  Gen- 
tiemen  ought  to  recollect,  that  Great  Britain 
hasrbeen  almost  constantiy  engaffsd  in  war  lor 
twenty  years  past  against  one  ^  tiie  most  pow- 
erful nations  that  ever  existed ;  and  for  a  con- 
siderable part  of  that  timet,  the  enersieB  of  her 
enemy  have  been  directed  by  war%  fiivorita 
genius— -Nafolbor.  who  has  saooeeded  in  umt- 
mg  nearly  the  whole  force  of  the  Continent  of 
Europe  against  her:  againat  that  very  nation 
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which  we  are  about  to  aasail;  and  what  has 
been  the  effect?  Is  Great  Britain  less  powerfnl 
now,  than  she  was  twenty  years  ago  ?  No,  sir, 
this  constant  warfare  has  increased  her  powers 
instead  of  diminishing  them.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  France  was  nearly  her 
equal  on  the  ocean,  and  several  other  nations  of 
Europe  maintained  a  powerfld  naval  force.  But 
what  is  their  situation  at  present?  Has  not 
Great  Britain  driven  them  all  from  the  ocean? 
And  does  she  notremun  sole  mistress?  I  ask 
gentlemen,  if  her  ability  to  carry  on  a  distant 
war  by  land  or  sea,  has  diminished?  The  an- 
swer must  be  that  it  has  increased  with  her 
naTj,  'and  extended  with  her  dominion.  Great 
Britain  now  commands  the  strength  and  re- 
Bonrcses  of  most  of  the  West  India  Islands,  and 
many  of  the  islands  in  the  Indian  Ocean.  She 
controls  the  destinies  of  more  than  thirty  mil- 
lions of  people  on  the  Continent  of  Asia.  And 
die  has,  at  this  time,  or  will  have,  if  we  engage 
in  a  war  with  her,  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the 
trade  of  the  world;  and  under  these  ciroum- 
stances  possesses  the  ability  to  carry  on  a  war 
in  distant  countries  across  the  ocean,  beyond 
any  nation  ever  heard  of. 

These  considerations,  Mr.  President,  lead  me 
to  the  view  of  our  situation  and  means  of  de- 
fence, and  of  our  ability  to  carry  immediate 
war   into  the  colonies  of  Upper  and  Lower 
Canada.     I  will  first  consider  the  situation  of 
oar      maritime    frontier,    beginning   at   New 
Orleans,   and   examine    the   situation  of  that 
place.     We  learn  from  the  War  Office  that 
there  is  little  rising  of  one  hundred  regular 
troops  stationed  near  the  city  for  its  defence. 
Now  I  will  ask  any  gentlenuui  if  that  paltry 
force  is  sufficient  for  that  object ;  and  if  it  will 
not  be  in  the  power  of  the  British  to  take  pos- 
session of  tliat  city  within  sixty  days  after  your 
declaration  of  war  against  them?    If  gentle- 
men calculate  on  the  goodness  and  forbearance 
of  the  enemy,  I  think  they  will  be  deceived. 
Great  Britain  is  a  wily,  active  nation.    She  has 
been   trained  to  war.    She  will  not  measure 
her  steps  and  movements  by  ours ;  if  we  are 
not  prepared  to  defend  our  seaports,  she  will 
not  wait  untii  we  are ;  and  should  she  get  pos- 
session of  New  Orleans,  it  will  cost  much  blood 
and  treasure  to  dislodge  her.    Passing  northerly 
almi^  oar  coast,  let  us  see  what  is  the  situa- 
tion of  our  most  valuable  cities.    Charleston 
and  Norfolk,  as  well  as  many  other  places  of  less 
consequence,  are  found  exposed  to  maritime  at- 
tacks.    And  when  we  reach  the  city  of  New 
York  (the  nation^s  great  emporium  of  trade)  do 
we,  on  viewing  its  situation,  and  strength  of  the 
public  works  for  its  defence,  find  it  in  a  perfect 
state  of  security  ?    No,  sir,  unless  the  greatest 
part  of  your  frigates  are  stationed  there,  to  aid 
yoor  fortifications,  and  gunboats,  it  will  fall  a 
prey  to  the  en^kny.    It  can  be  assailed  by  a 
soudl  fleet,  with  every  prospect  of  success.    The 
only  resistsnoe  they  would  meet  with  would  be 
in  passing  the  fortifications  on  Staten  Island. 
and  perbips  a  few  shots  from  Bedlow's  and 
You  IV-— 27 


Ellis's  Islands.  They  might  soon  place  them- 
selves abreast  the  works  at  the  uppdr  end  of 
the  city,  the  weakest  of  them  all.  And  I  have 
no  doubt  two  seventy-fours  might  silence  this 
work  in  twenty  or  thirty  minutes.  They  would 
then  meet  with  no  other  resistance  than  from 
travelling  guns  on  the  shore  and  from  the  docks. 
The  result  would  probably  be,  that  the  city 
would  be  set  on  fire,  or  a  contribution  extorted 
from  its  inhabitants.  I  will  now  pass  on  to 
Rhode  Island.  Does  the  prospect  of  security 
there  fiatter  us?  No,  sir.  I  am  told  by  com- 
petent judges  that  nothing  short  of  a  force  of 
from  three  to  five  thousand  men  can  defend  that 
island.  Boston,  if  is  said,  can  be  defended, 
and  is,  perhaps,  the  only  secure  place  of  con- 
siderable consequence  on  the  seaboard.  In 
viewing  the  situation  along  the  province  of 
Maine,  and  our  northern  frontier  up  the  river 
St.  Lawrence,  and  the  Lakes  to  Fort  Maiden, 
and  from  thence  to  the  Mississippi,  do  we  not 
find  almost  every  point  and  place  where  there 
are  inhabitants,  subject  to  the  incursions  of  the 
enemy?  Have  they  not  more  troops  on  and 
near  the  line  than  we  have?  Y^  nr,  they 
haye  ten  to  our  one,  and  a  militia  which  the 
Government  of  Canada  have  been  fully  vigi- 
lant in  training.  I  understand  that  ever  since 
the  prospect  of  war  began  to  thicken  in  the 
political  horizon,  they  have  trained  their  militia 
three  or  four  times  a  month,  and  have* 
paid  them  daily  wages  for  their  services. 
Not  so,  sir,  with  our  militia — ^they  have,  it  is 
true,  been  called  into  the  public  service  to  do 
the  duty  of  regular  troops;  and  what  is  now 
their  situation  ?  Sixteen  hundred  of  the  militia 
of  the  State  of  New  York  have  bc^n  ordered 
into  public  service,  on  the  frontiers  of  that 
State,  and  have,  as  I  am  informed,  marched 
to  their  place  of  destination.  There  we  find 
exhibiting  a  spectacle  that  would  wound  the 
feelings  of  the  most  callous  man — tpithaut  huts, 
without  blankets  to  cover  them,  without  camp^ 
kettles  to  cook  the  miserable  provisions  furnish^ 
ed  them  by  the  Oovemment  contractors  or  any 
one  neeessa/ry  for  camp  equipage.  Their  officers 
with  the  utmost  difficulty  presenting  the^ 
marching  home  for  self-preservation.  Here, 
Mr.  President,  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  to  the  propriety  and  constitutionality 
of  calling  out  this  detachment  of  militia  at  a 
time  when  no  enemy  menaced  an  invasion. 
The  constitution  only  authorizes  the  General 
Government  to  call  out  the  mihtia  to  suppress 
insurrection,  enforce  the  laws,  and  repel  inva- 
sion. And  I  would  ask  whether  either  of  tliese 
events  had  happened  when  this  corps  of  militia 
were  ordered  out  ?  No.  It  is  well  known  that 
no  such  emergency  existed.  But  they  have 
this  miserable  consolation,  that  they  are  to  re- 
ceive six  dollars  and  two-thirds  a  month  for 
their  services,  finding  their  own  clothes,  arms 
and  accoutrements.  I  do  not  mention  these 
tilings  with  a  wish  to  discourage  the  militia 
frodi  serving  their  country  when  necessary,  nor 
do  I  believe  defending  them  in  their  oonstitu- 
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tional  rights  will  have  that  effect,  fbr  I  am  taOj 
aware  that  there  is  no  class  of  cituens  more 
patri6tic  or  willing  to  defend  their  coontry  than 
they  are,  and  will  he  so  fonnd  when  the  safety 
of  it  shall  really  demand  their  services. 

I  will  now  resume  the  consideration  of  onr 
situation  upon  the  Lakes  to  Detroit  and  Fort 
Maiden.  Here  it  must  he  rememhered  that  the 
British  command  the  Lakes.  We  are  told  tiiat 
Governor  Hull  is  marching  to  the  defence  of 
Detroit  with  twelve  hundred  militia  from  the 
State  of  Ohio,  together  with  four  hundred 
regular  troops,  formed  and  disciplined  for  action 
by  the  brave  Oolonel  Boyd.  These  troops,  I 
hope,  will  be  better  supplied  and  provided  for 
than  those  on  the  frontier  of  New  York.  It  is 
whispered  by  some  of  the  favorites  who  are 
suffered  to  know  the  projects  of  our  Govern- 
ment, that  the  British  have  sent  a  part  of  their 
regular  troops,  together  with  a  number  of  In- 
dians, from  Fort  MAden  to  Fort  Erie,  near  the 
Falls  of  Niagara ;  and  this  is  taken  as  certain 
evidence  of  the  weakness  of  the  garrison  at  Fort 
Kalden,  and  that  that  fort  may  consequently  be 
surprised  and  taken  by  Grovemor  Hull  with  little 
difficulty.  Now,  I  draw  the  exact  contrary  cxm- 
dusion  from  this  circumstance ;  for  the  British 
must  have  known  that  Governor  Hull  was  on 
his  march  to  Detroit ;  and  if  they  had  been 
weak  at  Fort  Maiden  they  never  would  have 
detached  part  of  their  force  and  sent  it  to  the 
aid  of  Fort  Erie.  But  presuming  they  had  not 
heard  of  Governor  Hull's  march,  and  that  they 
had  left  that  fort  comparatively  defenceless, 
they  will  assuredly  learn  it  soon  enough  to 
have  the  detachment  return  by  water  before 
Governor  Hull  can  reach  Maiden.  And  if  in 
the  attemnt  to  take  Fort  Maiden,  Governor 
Hull  shoulci  meet  with  a  defeat,  the  consequen- 
ces will  be  alarming;  for  no  reinforcement  can 
be  sent  him,  nor  any  assistance  afforded  soon 
enough  to  prevent  a  disastrous  termination  of 
the  expedition.  In  that  case  the  British,  witiii 
a  partial  aid  from  the  Indians,  might  cross  the 
river  and  take  possession  of  Detroit :  and  if  they 
should  then  obtain  the  assistance  of  the  Indians 
generally,  it  will  be  in  their  power  to  drive  in 
all  the  fh>ntaer  settlements  of  Ohio ;  and  there 
can  be  little  doubt  when  this  war  is  once  com- 
menced that  nearly  all  the  Indians  will  flook  to 
the  British  standard. 


MoKDA^T,  June  16. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bUl,  entitled  ^*  An  act  declaring  War  between 
Great  Britain  and  her  Dependencies,  and  the 
United  States  and  their  Territories,"  together 
with  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Gbbmak  to  post* 
pone  the  farther  consideration  thereof  until 
the  first  Monday  in  November  next : 
.  And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion, 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  10, 
nays  22,  as  follows  : 

Ybas.- Messrs.  Bayard,  Dana,  Qeimaii,  GHlman, 


Goodriehy  Hofsey,  Hunter,    Lambert,  Uoyd,  ni 
Beed. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Andenon,  Bibb,  Brent,  CmpbeQ 
of  Tennessee,  Ckmdit,  Crawford,  Cntts,  FnoUin,  Gtfl- 
lard,  Giles,  Gregg,  Howell,  Leih,  Pope,  Robiasoa, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  Yoori^  Tait, 
Taylor  Turner,  Vamam,  and  Worthingtoo. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lsra,  to  amend  the  biO, 
as  follows : 

l^xhe  amendment  waa  to  antliorise  pnfatssnsg 
bodi  against  Great  Britain  and  Fnmoe.] 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  to  a  third 
reading  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the 
aflfirmative — ^yeaa  19,  nays  13,  as  follows; 

Yka8. — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Csbd^ 
of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawfcnn],  Cntts,  Franklin,  Giil- 
lard,  Giles,  Gresg,  Leib,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Muy- 
land,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tuner,  ud 
Yammn. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Bayard,  Dana,  German,  Gilmia, 
Goodridi,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Uoyd, 
Pope,  Reed,  and  Worthingtoo. 


Tuesday,  June  16. 
Dtdaration  qf  War, 

Th&  amendments  to  the  bill  from  the  Honse 
of  Bepresentatives,  entitled  ^*  An  act  dedariig 
War  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Depeudea* 
dee,  and  the  United  States  and  their  TerritO' 
ries,"  were  reported  by  the  conamittee  correct- 
ly engrossed. 

Mr.  Bayabd  moved  to  postpone  the  forther 
consideration  of  the  bill  to  the  thirty-firBt  day 
of  October  next. 

.The  motion  did  not  oppose  or  deny  the  taffi- 
oiency  of  the  causes,  or  the  policy  of  the  wir. 
It  went  only  to  affirm  what  he  trusted  the 
course  of  his  observations  would  render  veiy 
evident,  that  this  was  not  a  time  at  whidi  war 
ought  to  be  declared. 

He  indulged  a  confidence,  that  upon  so  greit 
an  occafflon  the  Senate  would  not  be  impelled 
to  act  by  any  little  passions,  nor  by  any  cooaid- 
erations  which  did  not  arise  out  of  an  extended 
and  distinct  view  of  tiie  interests  of  the  eoontiy. 
It  is  not  enough  that  we  have  cause  of  war; 
we  must  see  that  we  are  prepared,  and  in  a 
condition  to  make  war.  You  do  not  go  to  war 
for  the  benefit  of  your  enemy,  but  your  own 
advantage;  not  to  give  proo6  of  a  vain  and 
heedless  oourage,  but  to  assert  your  ri^ts  and 
redress  your  wrongs.  If  you  oonunenoe  hoatilr 
ities  before  ^ou  are  prepiu^  to  strike  a  blow, 
and  while  your  cities,  your  territoiy,  and  yoar 
property  on  the  ocean,  are  exposed  to  theDUBKy 
of  a  Government  possessing  vast  resources  of 
war,  whai  can  you  expect  but  to  add  new  db- 
tresses,  defeat,  and  disgi«oe  to  the  wrongs  of 
which  you  complain  f  It  is  a  strange  motive  ifx 
war — a  wish  to  gratify  the  rapacity,  to  swdl 
the  trimnphs,  and  to  increase  the  insolenoe  of 
the  enemy. 

Mr.  B.  said,  that  neither  the  Govenuntf^ 
nor  the  people  had  expected,  or  were  prepaid 
for  wttr.     £ven  at  this  momeati  the  gooeiw 
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opinion  abroad  was,  that  there  would  be  no 
war,  the  mercantile  and  trading  world  had  oon- 
tinaed  to  act  npon  that  opinion.  Nor  oonld 
people  be  persoaded  that  an  nnarmed  nation 
was  about  to  attack  a  nation  armed  cap-a-pie. 
No  man  had  laid  oat  his  acoonnt  for  this  war, 
and  eTery  one  would  be  taken  by  surprise  and 
unprepared  for  its  shock. 

You  have  at  this  moment  an  immense  prop- 
erty abroad,  a  great  portion  of  it  in  England, 
and  part  floating  on  the  ocean  and  hastening  to 
your  ports.  The  postponement  proposed  might 
save  a  great  portion  of  this  property,  and  bring 
home  the  seamen  now  absent  from  the  country. 
Gentlemen  would  remember  the  number  of  ships 
which  left  our  ports  on  the  eve  of  an  embargo. 
These  vessels  had  not  had  time  to  perform  their 
voyages,  and  the  greater  part  of  them  were  still 
abroad.  He  knew  that  some  members  had  no 
commiseration  for  the  merchant  who  had  dared 
to  escape  the  embargo,  and  who  had  disregard- 
ed the  salutary  precautions,  designed,  as  it  was 
said,  for  his  security.  But  he  did  not  think  it 
snrprising,  nor  culpable,  that  those  whose  prop- 
erty consisted  in  ships^  should  be  averse  to  see- 
ing them  rotting  at  the  wharves,  and  even  dis- 
posed to  incur  risks  to  find  employment  for 
them  abroad.  ' 

Even,  however,  if  it  should  be  thought  that 
the  merchants  had  acted  with  indiscretion  and 
My,  it  is  the  part  of  a  parental  Government, 
such  as  this  ought  always  to  be^  not  to  punish 
the  citizens  for  their  misfortunes,  but  to  guard 
them  against  the  effect  of  their  errors.  B^des, 
a  loss  c^  individual  property  was  a  loss  to  the 
State,  as  the  public  strengtii  was  derived  from 
individual  resources. 

He  stated  that  the  question  of  war  had  been 
donbtfiil  till  the  present  moment  He  did  not 
believe  that  the  Pre^dent  himself  expected  war 
at  the  opening  of  the  session,  nor  for  a  long  time 
after.  A  menacing  language  was  held  out; 
hot  the  hopes  of  an  aooonmiodatiop  were  far 
from  being  abandoned.  Much  was  expected 
from  the  Prince  Regent's  accession  to  his  ftdl 
powers.  A  change  of  Ministry  was  not  doubt- 
ed, and  it  was  thought  that  in  the  clumge  of 
men,  there  would  have  been  found  such  a 
change  of  principles  and  measures,  that  the  dif- 
ferences between  the  two  Governments  mi^t 
be  oMnpromised  and  settled.  This  expectation 
was  protracted  till  it  became  plidnly  etident 
that  the  Prince  did  not  intend  to  change  his 
father's  Ministers,  nor  to  depart  from  their 
principles  or  measures.  When  this  discovery 
was  made,  the  Administration  had  proceeded 
too  &r  to  recede. 

Desperate  as  the  course  was  which  now  alone 
remained  to  be  pursued,  they  supposed  they 
were  obliged  to  advance  or  become  the  object 
of  reproach  and  scorn  both  to  friends  and  foes. 
This  necessity  they  had  brought  upon  them- 
Belves,  but  it  was  too  late  to  consider  whether 
the  condition  might  have  been  avoided;  they 
were  pledged  in  this  state  of  events  to  attempt 
to  extort  from  Great  Britain  by  force  the  con- 


cession of  those  points  which  their  arguments 
had  fiEuled  in  persuading  her  to  yield.  He  had 
no  doubt  but  that,  some  months  past,  the  Cab- 
inet had  seriously  determined  upon  resorting  to 
hostOities.  But  the  concurrence  of  Oongress 
was  to  be  obtained,  and  whether  a  majority  of 
both  Houses  could  be  brought  to  take  the  dar- 
ing and  hazardous  step,  no  man  in  or  out  of  the 
GKivemment,  without  the  gift  of  prophecy, 
could  have  predicted. 

The  public  mind  had  been  so  repeatedly  dis- 
tracted and  deceived  by  boisterous  speeches, 
and  bold  but  ephemeral  resolutions,  that  it  had 
sunk  into  a  state  of  apathy,  and  was  no  longer 
excited  even  by  the  sound  of  war  echoed  in  the 
ministerial  pRp^r  from  the  proceedings  of  Got- 
emment.  When  the  bill  before  us  was  first 
brought  up  from  the  other  House,  it  was  the 
opinion  of  very  few  that  it  would  obtain  the 
support  of  a  majority  of  this  body;  and,  even 
now,  it  was  likely  to  pass,  not  because  it  was 
approved  by  a  minority,  but  of  the  differences 
of  opinion  which  existed  omong  gentlemen  as 
to  other  courses  which  had  been  proposed. 

If  with  the  light  and  information  possessed 
in  this  body  as  to  the  views  and  designs  of  the 
Cabinet  and  of  Congress,  it  has  been  doubt- 
ful among  ourselves  whether  the  Government 
would  resort  to  war,  how  was  it  to  be  known 
by  our  merchants,  or  any  other  class  of  society 
unacquainted  with  the  intentions  and  secret 
proceedings  of  those  exercising  the  powers  of 
the  Government,  tiiat  the  nation  would  be  wan- 
tonly plunged  into  a  sudden  war? 

He  had  heard  it  said,  that  the  embargo  was 
a  su£Bicient  notice  of  the  design  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  resort  to  hostilities  upon  its  expiration, 
and  that  the  people  must  be  infatuated,  who, 
after  such  warning,  were  not  apprised  of  the 
approaching  crisis.  But  it  is  too  recently  and 
deeply  in  our  recollection  to  be  forgotten,  that 
this  is  not  the  first  embargo  we  have  experi- 
enced, and  which,  though  of  longer  duration, 
we  saw  pass  away  without  being  followed  by 
war. 

The  language  held  there,  as  to  people  out  of 
doors  who  have  doubted  of  the  war,  is  retorted 
by  tiie  public  voice  with  equal  confidence  and 
on  better  grounds.  They  rely  upon  your  integ- 
rity and  vnsdom,  and  say  that  Congress  cannot 
be  so  infatuated,  destitute  as  they  are  of  the 
means  of  aggression  or  defence,  to  draw  upon 
themselves  a  war  with  one  of  the  most  power* 
fhl  and  formidable  nations  on  the  globe.  If  a 
war  with  Great  Britain  be  thought  unavoida- 
ble, yet,  as  she  leaves  to  us  the  time  of  com- 
mencing it,  surely  we  ought  to  select  that  time 
when  the  first  shock  shdl  be  least  disastrous, 
and  can  best  be  resisted.  Why  should  we  hur- 
ry into  a  war  from  which  nothing  but  calamity 
can  be  expected  ?  There  is  no  danger  that  the 
redress  of  our  wrongs,  or  the  assertion  of  our 
rights,  will  be  barred  by  the  limitation  of  time. 
No  time  has  existed  for  years  past  when  we 
had  less  cause  to  complain  of  the  conduct  of 
Great  Britain.    Her  vessels  of  war  had  all  been 
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withdrawn  from  our  coast,  as  he  presumed,  in 
order  to  avoid  collisions  and  hostility.  If  the 
war  be  suspended  till  November,  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  people  will  both  be  better  pre- 
pared to  sustain  it.  He  was  not  a  friend  to  the 
restrictive  system,  bnt  with  a  choice  out  of  evils, 
he  should  prefer  lie  embargo  to  war.  Postpone 
the  war,  and  we  will  submit  to  the  embargo 
till  November.  This  will  furnish  time  for  the 
return  of  your  ships  and  seamen ;  and  if^  at  the 
same  time,  you  will  abandon  the  non-importa- 
tion act,  you  will  replenish  your  Treasury  with 
at  least  twelve  millions  of  dollars,  and  restore 
to  vour  citizens  sixty  millions  now  abroad,  and 
in  danger  of  beins  lost.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  the  course  which  had  been  pursued  was 
the  most  preposterous  imaginable.  For  eighteen 
months  past,  we  had  been  sending  our  property 
out  of  the  country,  and  not  suffering  it  to  re- 
turn; and,  while  contemplating  a  war  with 
Great  Britain,  we  saw  our  effects  to  an  immense 
amount  accumulating  in  that  kingdom,  liable 
at  any  moment,  to  fall  a  prey  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  to  be  employed  in  support  of  the  war 
against  us.  He  asked,  why  rosh  with  this  pre- 
cipitancy into  the  war?  Are  you  provided 
with  means  to  annoy  the  enemy,  or  to  defend 
yourselves  ?  Have  you  an  army  or  navy  which 
can  make  any  impression?  Are  your  exposed 
towns  fortified  and  garrisoned?  Was  any  na- 
tion ever  less  prepared  for  war?  It  would  re- 
quire the  whole  military  force  that  you  now 
possess  to  constitute  an  adequate  defence  for 
New  Orleans,  New  York,  and  Newport.  It  is 
very  well  known  that  the  Generid  who  will 
command  at  New  Orleans  has  declared  to  the 
Government,  that  he  will  not  be  answerable 
for  the  security  of  the  place  with  less  force  than 
ten  thousand  men,  which  is  equal  to  all  the 
effective  troops  yet  raised.  It  would  be  natural 
to  suppose  that  no  Government  would  declare 
war  till  it  was  prepared  to  attack  its  enemy. 
In  peace  we  require  no  defence,  and  sh^  we 
declare  war  in  order  to  defend  ourselves?  But 
what  blow  are  you  prepared  to  strike?  Were 
you  able  in  the  summer  to  recruit  your  army 
of  twenty-five  thousand  men,  could  it  be  em- 
ployed in  any  service  in  the  course  of'this  year  ? 
A  soldier  is  not  made  in  a  day.  The  authority 
of  a  foreign  officer,  now  in  this  country,  of  the 
highest  military  reputation,  he  had  heard  fre- 
quently cited,  that  it  required  at  least  fourteen 
months  to  form  a  soldier  of  a  recruit  This  re- 
mark applied  to  France,  where  the  officers  have 
generally  received  a  military  education,  and 
where  there  are  so  many  models  to  imitate, 
and  so  many  instructors  to  teach.  But  here 
the  officer  i^  to  form  as  well  as  the  soldier. 
The  officer  has  to  learn  his  lesson  first,  before 
he  can  prescribe  the  task  of  the  soldier.  You 
may  possibly  have  a  herd  of  men,  but  you  can 
have  no  army  to  lead  into  service  this  season ; 
and  if  this  herd  be  led  against  disciplined  troops, 
you  can  expect  nothing  bat  defeat  and  dis- 
grace. 
But  you  have  not  got,  nor  can  yon  get  the 


men  during  the  present  year.  These  are  not 
the  days  of  Cadmus.  It  will  require  great  pa- 
tience and  industry,  and  a  considerable  length 
of  time,  to  collect  twenty-five  thousand  men. 
Have  you  the  least  prospect,  if  you  declare  war, 
of  attacking  Canada  this  season  ?  It  is  impoaa- 
ble  that  you  can  do  it  with  effect  You  will 
be  sufficiently  occupied  in  defending  your  fron- 
tiers against  the  savages. 

It  is  not  on 'land  then  that  you  expect  imme- 
diately to  assail  your  enemy.  Is  it  on  the 
ocean  that  the  impres^on  is  to  be  made  ?  Yon 
have  twenty  vessels  of  war — Britain  upwards 
of  a  thousand.  What  will  avail  the  activitj  or 
gallantry  of  your  officers  and  seamen  agunst 
such  ^parity  of  force  ?  Your  little  Navy  most 
fall  immediately,  or  be  driven  from  the  ocean. 
Some  gentlemen  indulge  great  expectations 
from  privateers;  but  has  Great  Britain  any  m- 
armed  or  unprotected  trade  which  they  can  at- 
tack? Privateers  have  no  other  object  than 
plunder  and  booty.  They  avoid  armed  vessels 
— and,  defended  as  is  the  British  oonmieroe  in 
every  part  of  the  world  by  her  great  naval 
force,  it  is  little  to  be  expected  that  privateer- 
ing will  be  attended  with  much  success  or  en- 
couragement But  while  we  are  seardiing  for 
the  mejans  of  annoying  the  conmierce  of  Britain, 
does  it  become  us  to  overlook  at  this  moment 
the  condition  of  our  own?  A  valuable  part  of 
the  trade  fronoi  beyond  the  Oape  of  Good  Hope 
has  not  yet  arrived.  Of  the  numberless  vesBeis 
which  sailed  upon  the  eve  of  the  embargo,  few 
have  returned.  Your  merchant  vessds  are 
without  convoy  and  utterly  defenceless.  Yonr 
condition, 'therefore,  is,  that  with  more  com- 
merce exposed,  your  adversary  will  posses 
greater  means  of  annoyance,  and  the  conse- 
quence must  be,  that  we  shall  lose  infiniteir 
more  than  we  can  expect  to  gain. 

Under  such  circumstances,  what  shoold  bnny 
us  -into  the  war  ?  Are  gentlemen  afraid  if  they 
wait  till  November  the  world  will  not  last  long 
enough  to  afford  them  time  to  gratiiy  in  war 
their  mighty  resentment  against  Britain?  He 
beUeved,  as  he  hoped,  that  there  was  no  honora- 
ble gentleman  on  the  floor  who  would  not  Uto 
long  enough  to  have  a  complete  surfeit  of  the 
war,  though  it  should  be  postponed  for  a  few 
months. 

The  question  on  postponement  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative — ^yeas  11,  naiys  81. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bayasd,  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  biU  to  the  third  day 
of  July  next,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative 
— ^yeas  9,  nays  23. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BATAsn,  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  to  Monday 
next,  it  was  determined  in  the  negAti^e— yeas 
15,  nays  17. 

On  motion,  that  the  Senate  a^oum,  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — ^yeaa  18^  nays  14. 

So  the  Senate  a^oumed  to  11  o'olock  Uh 
morrow. 
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Thubsdat,  Jane  18. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Vabnxjm, 
RmUtd^  That  the  ii]|jnnction  of  secrecy,  in 
relation  to  the  confidential  Message  of  the  VreiA- 
dent  of  the  United  States  of  the  first  instant, 
and  also  in  relation  to  the  private  and  confi- 
dential proceedings  of  the  Senate  since  that 
date,  be  removed. 

[End  of  the  co^fldmtial  proeeedingi.] 


Fbidat,  Jane  26. 
Treoiury  Notes. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^'  An  act 
atttborizing  the  issuing  of  Treasury  Notes,''  was 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed, 
and  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  as 
amended  f  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative 
— jeas  23,  nays  8,  as  follows  : 

Yea&— Mesftn.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Brent, 
Cunpbell  of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Cutts, 
Fnmklin,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Gregg,  Howell,  Lambert, 
Leib.  Reed,  Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tail, 
Taybr,  Turner,  Vamnm,  and  Wortbington. 

Natsl—- Messrs.  Bayaid,  Dana,  German,  Gilman, 
Goodridi,  Hnnter,  lioyd,  and  Pope. 

Sttndat,  July  6. 
Volunteers  BUL 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entiUed  ^' An  act 
nipplementary  to  the  act,  entitied  *  An  act  au- 
thorizing the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
accept  and  organize  certain  volunteer  military 
corps,'"  having  been  reported  by  thee  ommittee 
correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third 
time  as  amended. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass  as 
amended)  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative 
— veas  14,  nays  6,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Condit, 
Cravford,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Howell,  Kobin- 
•OD,  Smidi  (^New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  and  Yamnm. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Oilman,  Goodrich,  Leib, 
Llord,  and  Smith  of  Maryland. 

So  it  was  resolved,  tiiat  this  bill  pass  with  an 
amendment. 

Monday,  July  6,  6  o'clock,  p,  m. 
Eeeess  of  Congress^  <md  adjournment. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the 
appointment  of  a  Joint  committee  to  wait  on 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  notify 
him  of  the  intended  recess,  and  concurred 
therein,  and  Messrs.  Robinson  and  Andbbson 
were  appointed  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PSESIDEHT  OF  THB  UxiTBD  StATBS  : 
To  ike  Semite  of  tie  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  copies  and  extracts  of 
docoments  in  the  archiyes  of  the  Department  of 
State,  falling  within  the  pnrview  of  their  resolution 


of  the  fourth  instant,  on  the  subject  of  British  im- 
pressments from  American  vessels.  The  informa- 
tion, though  voluminous,  might  have  been  enlaiged 
with  more  time  for  research  and  preparation.  In 
some  uistanoes  it  might,  at  the  same  time,  have  been 
abridged,  but  for  Sie  difficulty  of  separating  the 
matter  extraneous  to  the  immediate  object  of  the 
resolutioa 
JnLT  6, 1812.  JAMES  MADISON. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House,  hav- 
ing finished  the  business  before  them,  are  about 
to  a4]oum. 

Mr.  Robinson,  from  the  committee,  reported 
that  they  had  waited  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  who  informed  them  that  he  had 
no  farther  communications  to  make  to  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  inform  the 
House  of  Representatives  that  the  Senate,  hav- 
ing finished  the  legislative  business  before  them, 
are  about  to  adjourn. 

Agreeably  to  the  Joint  resolution,  the  Pbbsi- 
DENT  then  a^ljoumed  the  Senate,  to  meet  on  the 
first  Monday  in  November  next. 


BBeeutite  Proceedings, 

[GonfidentiAl.] 

Satubdat,  June  20, 1812. 

A  message  fh>m  the  House  of  Representatives, 

by  Mr.  Habpeb  and  Mr.  Fisk,  two  of  their 

members — ^Mr.  Habpeb,  chairman. 

Mr,  President:  The  House  of  Representa- 
tives have  passed  a  *^  resolution  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  issue  a  procla- 
mation to  the  inhabitants  of  the  British  Ameri- 
can Continental  Provinces,"  in  which  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
The  resolution  was  read,  as  follows : 

Resolved  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  Ike  United  SiaUs  of  America,  m  Congress  assemf 
bUd,  That  in  case  it  shall  be  deemed  necessaiy,  in 
order  to  vindicate  the  just  rights,  or  to  secure  the 
safety  of  the  United  States,  to  invade  the  provinoea 
of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  and  New 
Brunswick,  or  either  of  them,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  and 
empowered  to  issue  a  proclamation,  addressed  to  the 
hihabitants  of  said  provinces,  assuring  them,  in  the 
name  of  the  people  of  these  States,  that  in  case  the 
said  provinces,  or  any  of  them,  shall  come  into  the 
possession  of  this  Government,  the  inhabitants  of  such 
province  or  prorinoes  shall  be  secured  and  protected 
in  the  foil  eigoyment  of  their  lives,  liberty,  property, 
and  religion,  in  as  full  and  ample  manner  as  the  same 
are  secured-  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  by 
their  constitutions ;  and  that  the  said  proclamation 
be  promulgated  and  circulated,  in  the  manner  which, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  shall  be  best  calcu- 
lated to  give  it  general  publicly. 

Ordered,  That  the  resolution  pass  to  a  second 
reading. 
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Fridat,  June  26. 
Occupation  of  the  Floridcts. 

A  message  from  the  Hoase  of  Bepresentatiyes 
by  Messrs.  Mrromix  and  Hall,  two  of  their 
members. 

Mr.PreHdent:  The  Honse  of  Representatives 
have  passed  a  biU,  entitled  *^  An  act  authorizing 
the  President  to  take  possession  of  a  tract  of 
country  lying  south  of  the  Mississippi  Territory 
and  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," in  which  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate,  and  tJiat  the  bill  be  considered 
confidentially. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  as  follows : 
*'  An  Act  aTtthorisog  the  President  to  take  potsession 

of  a  tract  of  ooontiy  lying  sonth  of  the  Miariasippi 

Temtory  and  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  for 

other  poiposes. 

"  Be  U  enacted  hy  the  Senate  <md  ffoute  i^JUpre- 
eeiUativei  of  ike  Umted  Staiee  of  America  ui  Chmgreae 
ataemUedf  That  the  President  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  to  occupy  and  hold,  the  whole  or  any  part 
of  East  Florida,  including  Amelia  Island,  and  also 
those  parts  of  West  Florida  which  are  not  now  in 
possession  and  under  the  juzisdiction  of  the  United 


<'Sbc.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  the 
purpose  of  occupying  and  holding  the  counti^  afore- 
said, and  of  afibrding  protection  to  the  inhabitants, 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  the  Presi- 
dent may  employ  such  parts  of  the  military  and  na- 
val force  of  the  United  States  as  he  may  deem  ne- 
cessary. 

"  Sec.  3.  And  he  itfitrther  encecUd,  That,  for  de- 
fraying thenecessaiy  expenses,  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  are  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
moneys  in  the  Treasmy  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
and  to  be  applied  to  the  puiposes  aforesaid,  under  the 
direction  of  the  President 

''Sfla  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  until 
fhrther  provision  shall  be  made  by  Congress,  the 
President  shall  be,  and  he  hereby  is  empowered  to  es- 
tablish within  the  countiy  he  may  acquire  by  this 
act,  a  temporaiy  government,  the  civil  and  military 
authorities  of  which  shall  be  vested  in  such  person 
and  persons  as  he  may  appcnnt,  and  be  exercised  in 
such  ;nanner  as  he  may  direct :  Provided,  That  he 
shall  take  due  care  for  the  preservation  of  social 
order,  and  for  securing  to  the  mhabitants  the  enjoy- 
ment of  their  personal  rights,  their  religion,  and  their 
property:  And  provided,  also.  That  the  section  of 
oountry  herein  designated,  that  is  situated  to  the 
Eastward  of  the  river  Perdido,  may  be  the  subject  of 
Author  negodatioa" 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  a  second  reading. 


Thuksdat,  July  2. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  bill, 
entitled  ^'  An  act  authorizing  the  I^resident  to 
take  possession  of  a  tract  of  country  lying  south 
of  the  Mississippi  Territory  and  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  and  tor  other  purposes,^*  was  resumed, 
and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
and  Mr.  Gaillabd  was  requested  to  take  the 
Ohair. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gbawtobd,  he  was  per- 


mitted to  amend  his  motion,  made  yesterday,  is 
follows : 

«<  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the  Umtod 
States,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  present  war  agstnsi 
tiie  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Irelaod, 
should  obtain  possession  of  the  British  proriaoet  in 
North  America,  or  either  of  them,  that  the  PrenSent 
of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby  anftorissd 
and  empowered  to  establish  within  the  same  a  tem^ 
porary  government;  and  the  mHitaiy,  civil,  sad  ju- 
dicial powers  thereof,  shall  be  vested  in  such  person 
and  persons,  and  be  exerdsed  in  soch  manner  as  Iw 
may  direct,  for  the  protection  and  maintenanoe  of 
the  inhabitants  of  such  province  or  piovinoes,  in  the 
fuU  ez\{oyment  of  theb  property,  liberty,  and  reli- 
gion: Provided,  That  the  principles  vftm  -wtiA 
such  temporary  government  shall  be  estaUkbed, 
shall  form  no  obstacle  to  the  restoration  of  peace  be- 
tween the  twonationSb* 


And,  on  motion  to  agree  to  the  ame 
it  was  determined  in  ti^e  affirmative—yeas  20, 
nays  10,  as  follows: 

Teas. — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Break, 
Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Gondit,  Crawford,  Cvtu. 
Franklin,  Gaillaxti,  Giles,  Howell,  Leib,  Pope,  Robin- 
son, Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Vamnm,  and  WoithingfenL 

Nays.— Messrs.  Bayard,  German,  Gilman,  Good- 
rich, Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Smidi  of 
Maryland,  and  Smith  of  New  York. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  to  amend  the  bill  as 
follows: 

^^AndheiiMher  enacted.  That  this  act  be  not 
printed  or  published,  unless  directed  by  the  Prsfldeat 
of  the  United  Stales ;  any  law  or  usage  to  the  ooo- 
traiy  notwithstanding." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  ameDdmeiit 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— -yeas  23, 
nays  7,  as  follows : 

TBAa^^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayaid,  Bibb,  BndW, 
Brent,.  CaiQpbell  of  Tennessee  Condit,  Crawford, 
Cntts,  Franklm,  Gaillard,  Gfles,  Howell,  Leib,  Pope, 
Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  Ytak, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Yamum,  and  Worthington. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Crerman,  GOman,  Goodiica,  Hor^ 
sey.  Hunter,  Lambert,  and  Lloyd. 

The  Pbqsidbnt  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr. 
Gaillabd  reported  the  bill,  amended^ 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass  to  a  third 
reading,  as  amended?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  15,  nays  13,  as  follows  : 

Ybas.— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbdl 
of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  GaiUaid,  Howdl, 
Leib,  Robinson,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tnmer,  Yannan,  and 
Worthington. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Bayard,  Dana,  Franklin,  Genssoi, 
Oilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambot,  LXoyd, 
Pope,  Smith  of  Maiylaad,  and  Smith  of  New  Toik. 


Ebidat,  July  8. 
The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled*' An 
act  authoridng  the  President  to  take  possesnon 
of  a  tract  ^f  oountiy  lying  south  of  the  Mi98i»- 
eippi  Territory  and  of  the  State  of  Geoi^^  and 
for  other  purposes,*^  were  reported  by  the  < 
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mittee  oorrectly  engroased;  and  the  bill  was 
read  tiie  third  time,  as  amended. 

On  motion,  bj  Mr.  Batabd,  to  postpone  the 
farther  consideration  thereof  to  the  first  Hon- 
dsy  in  November  next ;  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative— yeas  14^  nays  16,  as  follows: 

TxA&— Mescn.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Dana,  German, 
GQea,  Gilmiin,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert, 
Uoyd,  Pope,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Smith  of  New 
York. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell 
of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Franklin,  Gaillard, 
Howell,  Leib,  Robinson,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tnmer,  Yar- 
imm,  and  Worthington. 


On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  as 
amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — 
yeas  14,  nays  16,  as  follows: 

Yeas.— Messm  Andeivon,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell 
of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Franklin,  Gaillard, 
Robinson,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tnmer,  Vamnm,  and  Worth- 
ington. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Dana,  German, 
Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,   Horsey,  Howell,   Hunter, 
Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Smith  of  Marylmd,  and. 
Smith  of  New  York. 

Bo  it  WB8  Besolnedy  That  the  Senate  do  not 
conoor  in  the  said  bilL 


)igitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


424 


ABBIBOMENT  OF  THE 


H.  OP  IL] 


Proceedings, 


[No^ 


1811 


TWELFTH  CONGRESS -FIRST  SESSION. 


PBOCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


THE    HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES.* 


Monday,  November  4, 1811. 

This  being  the  day  appointed  by  a  proclama- 
tion of  the  I^^dent  of  the  United  States,  of  the 
twenty-foarth  day  of  July  last,  for  the  meeting 
of  Congress,  the  following  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  appeared,  produced  their 
credentials,  and  took  their  seats,  to  wit : 

Fhm  New  Hampehirt — Jonah  BarUett,  Samuel 
Dinsmoor,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  and  George 
SulliTan. 

From  J/oMac&ttfettf— Eiekiel  Bacon,  Abnah  Bige- 
low,  Elijah  Brigbam,  William  Ely,  leaiah  L.  Green, 
Josiah  Qoincy,  William  Beed,  Ebeneser  Seaver,  Sam- 
uel Taggart,  Peleg  Tallman,  Charles  Turner,  junior, 
Laban  Wheaton,  and  Leonard  White. 

From  Rhode  ifJaiK^Richard  Jackson,  junior. 

From  Connecticui — Epaphroditus  Champion,  John 
Dayenport,  junior,  Lyman  Law,  Jonathan  0.  Moee- 
]y,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  L&mA  B.  Sturgea,  and 
Benjamin  Tallmagde. 

From  Vermont — ^Martin  Chittenden,  James  Fisk, 
Samuel  Shaw,  and  William  Strong. 


*  LIST  OF  BEPBESENTATIYES. 

Jfew  /TamjMAirA— Joslah  Bartlett,  Samuel  Dlnsmoor, 
Obed  Hall,  Jobn  A.  Harper,  Gttorgt  SnlliTaa. 

JToMooAtM^ML— Ecekiel  Baoon,  Ab^ah  BIgelow,  EU}ah 
Brigham,  William  Ely,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Josiah  Qoincy, 
William  M.  Biebardaon,  Ebeneier  SeaTer,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Peleg  Tallmao,  Charles  Tomer,  Jr^  Laban  Wheaton,  Wil- 
liam Widgery,  Leonard  White. 

SAode  Idand.—Blchaxd  Jackson,  jr.,  EUsha  B.  Potter. 

CbfMMcMottt— Epapbroditos  Gbamploii,  John  Dayenport, 
Jr.,  Lyman  Law,  Joaathan  0.  Mosely,  Timothy  Pitkin,  Jr., 
Lewis  B  Storges,  Bei^amln  Tallmadge. 

Fermont— Martin  Chittenden,  James  Fisk,  Samoel  Shaw, 
William  Strong: 

ir&u>  Fori^— Daniel  Ayery,  Harmaans  Bleecker,  Thomas 
B  Cooke,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  B.  Gold,  Bobert 
Le  Boy  Livingston,  Aronah  HetcaU;  Samoel  L.  Mitchill, 
Bei^amln  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Ebeneier  Sage,  Thomas 
Sammons,  Silas  Stow,  Uri  Tracy,  Bobert  Whitehia 

ilTeto  t/srssy.— Adam  Boyd,  Lewis  Condlt,  Jacob  Hnfty, 
James  MoTgan,  George  0.  Harwell,  Thomas  Newbold. 

PenfMyloa«U&— William  Anderson,  Dayld  Bard,  Bobert 
Brown,  William  Crawford,  Boger  Dayls,  William  Findhiy, 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Joseph  Lefeyre,  Aaron  Lyle,  Abner  Im- 
cock,  James  Milnor,  WiUlam  Piper,  Jonathan  Boberta, Wil- 
liam Bodnuun,  Adam  Seybert,  John  Smille,  George  Smith, 
Bobert  WhitehilL 


From  New  Tori^— Daniel  Aveiy,  Harmamis  Bleeck- 
er, Thomas  B.  Cooke,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fildi, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Bobert  Le  Boy  Liyingrton,  Aransh 
Metcalf,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Benjamin  Pood,  Pet« 
B.  Porter,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  SQai 
Stow,  Uri  Tracy,  and  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  joaior. 

From  New  Jertey — Adam  Boyd,  Lewis  Coodit, 
Jacob  Hufly,  James  Morgan,  and  Thomas  New- 
bold. 

From  Peimtylvama — ^William  Anderson,  Darid 
Bard,  Robert  Brown,  William  Crawford,  Boger  Davi^ 
William  Findlay,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Joseph  Lefenc, 
Aaron  Lyle,  James  Milnor,  William  Piper,  Jenathaa 
Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Adam  Seybex^  Joha 
Sndlie,  George  Smith,  and  Robert  WhitefaHL 

From  Delaware — ^Henxy  M.  Ridgely. 

From  Maryland — Stevenson  Archer,  Jo«ph  Kent, 
Peter  Little,  Alexander  McEim,  Samuel  BinggdU, 
and  Robert  Wright 

FVom  Virffinia — Burwell  Baasett,  James  BrsckeD- 
ridge,  William  A  Burwell,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Daw- 
son, Peterson  Goodwyn,  Aylett  Hawes^  John  P.  Uon- 
gerford,  Joieph  Lewis,  junior,  William  McCoy,  H^gh 
Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  James  Pleasants,  jonkr, 


I>«2a«Mir«.— Henry  M.  Bidgely. 

JTorylcifid.— Steyenson  Archer,  Joseph  Kent,  Pkillp  Bl^ 
ton  Key,  Peter  Little,  Alexander  HcKim,  Philip  Btasrt, 
Samoel  Binggold,  Bobert  Wright 

Ftiyiitia.— BorweU  Bassett,  Joha  Baker,  JaaMS  Bnek- 
enridge,  William  A.  Borwell,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Cbptaa, 
John  Dawson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Thomas  GhalioB,  Ed- 
win Gray,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  P.  Hnngerfttd,  Jesapk  Uv* 
is,  Jr.,  William  McCoy,  Hogh  Nelaoa,  Thomas  Hewtsa, 
James  Pleasants,  Jr.,  John  Bandolph,  John  Boaae,  Diaitl 
Sheifey,  John  Smith,  John  Talllaferro,  Thomas  WDmml 

Norfh  CbroWna.— Willis  Alston,  William  Bhckledg^ 
Thomas  Bloont,  James  Cochran,  William  Bote  Elagi  Nt^ 
thaniel  Macon,  Archibald  McBrid^  Joooph  Pmisob.  Imd 
Pickens,  Bichard  Stanford,  Lemoel  Sawyer. 

JSova  OiroMna.— William  Botler,  Joha  a  Cslhemi.Tjar 
don  Cheyes,  Ellas  Earie,  William  Lowndes,  I^oous  Uoaie, 
Dayid  B  Williams,  Bichard  WyAn. 

Georgia.— yfmiam  W.  Bibb,  HoweU  Oobh,  BolUv  Hall, 
George  M  Troop. 

fefUwclfcy.— Henry  day,  Joseph  Deaha,  Blefaard  M.  Jote- 
son,  Samoel  McKee,  Anthony  New,  Stephen  Oimsby. 

T^niMSsesi— Felix  Grondy,  John  lEfhea,  Joha  ScrisE. 

0M9.— Jeremiah  Morrow. 

JOeeietippi  2\srr<tory.— Geotge  Poindeztcr,  IWsgafa 

Indiana  2*errftory<— Jonathaa  JeaainA  JMtgattk 
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John  Randolph,  John  Roane^  Daniel  Shefibj,  John 
Smith,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Frt>m  North  Caro/ttM— Willis  Alston,  William 
Blackledge,  Thomas  Blonnt,  William  R.  King,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  and 
Richard  Stanford. 

fVom  Stmth  Carofc'iMi— William  Bntler,  Langdon 
Chevesy  Ellas  Earle,  William  Lowndes^  Thomas 
Moore,  and  David  R.  Williams; 

From  (Tfloryia— William  W.  Bihh,  Howell  Cobh, 
Boiling  Hall,  and  George  M.  Tronp. 

FramKaUueky — Heniy  Clay,  Joseph  Dedia,Rioh- 
azd  IL  Johnson,  Samuel  McKee,  Anthony  New,  and 
Stephen  Ormsby. 

From  Termestee — Felix  Gmndy,  and  John  Rhea. 

f^om  Ohio, — Jeremiah  Mcmrow. 

From  Muduippi  Territorjf^^Geosge  Poindeztar, 
Delegate. 

From  Indiana  Terr^cry — Jonathan  Jennings,  Dd- 


And  a  qaoram,  consisting  of  a  mtgority  of  the 
whole  number  of  Members,  being  present,  the 
Hoosa  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the  choice  of  a 
Speaker ;  and,  upon  examining  the  bidlots,  it 
appeared  that  Henbt  Clat,  one  of  the  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  State  of  Kentucky,  was  duly 
elected;  Whereupon, 

Mr.  Clat  was  conducted  to  the  Speaker's 
chair,  and  the  oath  to  support  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  as  prescribed  by  the  act, 
entitied  **  An  act  to  regulate  Uie  time  and  man- 
ner of  administering  certain  oaths,"  was  admin- 
istered to  him  by  Mr.  Findlat,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania ;  after  which, 
he  made'  his  acknowledgments  to  the  House, 
in  the  following  words : 

**GBVTLSKEn:  In  coming  to  the  station  which 
yon  hare  done  me  the  honor  to  assign  me — an  honor 
for  which  yon  will  be  pleased  to  accept  my  thanks — 
I  obey  rather  your  commands  than  my  own  inclina- 
tion. ^  I  am  sensible  of  the  imperfections  which  I 
faring'  along  with  me,  and  a  conscionsness  of  these 
would  deter  me  from  attempting  a  dischaige  of  the 
duties  of  the  Chair,  did  I  not  refy,  confidently,  upon 
yoar  generons  support. 

Should  the  rare  and  delicate  occasion  present  it- 
self, when  your  Speaker  shall  be  called  upon  to  check 
or  control  Ae  wanderings  or  intemperanoe  in  debate, 
your  justice  will,  I  hope,  ascribe  to  its  interposition 
the  motiTes  only  of  public  good  and  a  r^gaid  to  the 
dignity  of  the  House.  And  in  all  instances,  be  as- 
sured, gentlemen,  that  I  shall,  with  infinite  pleasure, 
aiTord  ereiy  fiunlity  in  my  power  to  the  despatch  of 
public  bnaixiess,  in  the  most  agreeable  manner.** 

The  oath  or  affirmation  to  support  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  was  then  adminis- 
tered, by  the  Spbaksb,  to  all  the  other  members 
present. 

GeoBGS  PoiNDsxTSB,  and  Jonathan  Jeit- 
snrea,  having  also  appeared,  and  produced  their 
credentials  as  the  delegates  from  the  Mississippi 
and  Indiana  Territories  of  the  United  States, 
the  oath  was  administered  to  them  by  the 
Speaker. 

The  House  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the  choice 
of  a  Clerk,  and,  upon  examining  the  ballots,  it 
appeared  that  Patbiok  Maobtjpsb  was  duly 


elected,  and  the  oath,  together  with  the  oath 
of  office,  administered  by  the  Speaker  to  the 
Clerk. 

Thomas  Dunk  was  then  re-elected  Sergeant- 
at-Arms,  and  Thomas  Olaxton,  Doorkeeper, 
without  opposition.  Benjamin  Busoh  was  also 
chosen  Assistant  Doorkeeper. 

The  usual  messages  were  interchanged  with 
the  Senate  on  the  subject  of  their  being  formed 
and  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

Mr.  MiTOHiLL  and  Mr.  PtTsm  were  appointed 
a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House,  jointly 
with  the  committee  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  inform  him  that  a  quorum  of  the 
two  Houses  is  assembled,  and  ready  to  receive 
any  communications  he  may  be  pressed  to  make 
to  thenoL 

Mr.  Mitohhx,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  reported  that  the  committee  had  per^ 
formed  the  service  assigned  to  them,  and  that 
the  President  answered,  that  he  would  make  a 
communication  to  Congress  to-morrow  at  twelve 
o'clock. 


TrssDAT,  Novembers. 

Severid  other  members,  to  wit,  Abneb  La- 
oooK,  from  Pennsylvania ;  Johk  Baebb,  from 
Yirgioia ;  and  Richard  Wtkn  from  South  Caro- 
lina, appeared,  produced  their  credentials,  were 
qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  was  directed  to  procure  newspapers 
from  any  number  of  offices  that  the  members 
may  elect,  provided  that  the  expense  do  not 
exceed  the  amount  of  three  daily  papers. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Peesident 
OF  THE  Unitsd  States,  by  Mr.  Edwasd  Coles, 
his  Secretary,  who  delivered  the  same  and  with- 
drew. [For  which  see  Senate  proceedings  of 
this  date,  ante  page  401.] 

The  Message  having  been  read,  and  the  docu- 
ments accompanying  it  in  part,  an  a^ournment 
was  called  for,  and  carried. 


Wkdnbbdat,  November  6. 
Two  other  members,  to  wit :  Meshaoe  Fbanz- 
Lor,  from  North  Carolina,  and  John  C.  Cal- 
HOTTN,  from  South  Carolina,  produced  their  cre- 
dentials, were  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 


Thubsday,  November  7, 
Another  member,  to  wit,  Lemuel  Sawteb, 
from  North  Carolina,  appeared^  produced  his 
credentials,  was  qualined,  and  took  his  seat 


FsiDAT,  November  8. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  Johk  Setibb,  from 
Tennessee,  appeared,  produced  his  credentialai 
was  qualinea,  and  took  his  seat. 
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Monday,  November  11. 
Several  other  members,  to  wit:  Wiixiam 
WiDOEBT,  from  Massachusetts;  Geobob  0. 
Maxwell,  from  New  Jersey;  and  Philip 
B.  Kbt,  and  Philip  Stuabt,  from  Maryland, 
appeared,  produced  their  credentials,  were  quali- 
fied, and  took  their  seats. 

Tuesday,  November  12. 
Select  Committees, 

All  the  select  committees  which  were  thought 
necessary,  being  appointed,  it  was  determined 
that  the  first,  on  Foreign  Relations,  should  con- 
sist of  nine  members ;  the  committee  on  the 
Spanish  colonies  and  Navy  concerns,  to  consist 
of  seven  members ;  and  those  on  manufacturing 
cannon  and  Indian  affairs,  to  conast  of  five 
members. 

The  resolutions,  as  amended,  are  in  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

1.  Meeoked^  That  so  much  of  the  Prendent's 
Message  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  our  foreign 
relations,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

2.  BesoUed^  That  so  much  of  the  President's 
Message  as  relates  to  filling  the  ranks  and  pro- 
longing the  enlistments  of  the  regular  troops, 
and  to  an  auxiliary  force ;  to  the  acceptance  of 
volunteer  corps ;  to  detachments  of  muitia,  and 
to  such  a  preparation  of  the  great  body  as  will, 
proportion  its  useftdness  to  its  intrinsic  capacity, 
oe  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

8.  BeeoVoed^  That  those  parts  of  the  Message 
of  the  President  which  relates  to  the  Naval 
force  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  defence 
of  our  maritime  frontier,  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee. 

4.  Hesohedy  That  so  much  of  the  President's 
Message  as  relates  to  the  revenue  and  the  pro- 
visions necessary  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing 
year,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  ana 
Means. 

5.  Besohedy  That  so  much  of  the  President's 
Message  as  relates  to  the  evasion  and  infraction 
of  our  commercial  laws,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manu&ctnres. 

6.  Besohedy  That  so  much  of  the  President's 
Message  as  relates  to  foreign  trading  licenses, 
and  to  the  protection  of  manufactures  and  navi- 
gation, be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  C<Hn- 
meroe  and  Manufactures. 

7.  Beeohed,  That  so  much  of  the  President's 
Message  as  relates  to  the  Spanish  American 
colonies,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

8.  Besolvedy  That  so  much  of  the  said  Message 
as  relates  to  the  manufiictnre  of  cannon  and 
small  arms,  and  the  providing  munitions  of  war, 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

9.  BeeoUedy  That  so  much  of  the  said  Message 
as  relates  to  Indian  aflairs,  be  refeired  to  a  select 
committee. 

Mr.  Portei\  Mr.  Calhoun,  Mr.  Grundy ^Mr. 
Smilie,  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Key, 
Mr.  Desha,  and  Mr.  Seaver.  were  appointed  the 
committee  on  the  first  resolution. 

Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Wright,  Mr.  Maoon,  Mr. 


Nelson,  Mr.  Stow,  Mr.  Maxwell,  and  Mr.  TaQ- 
madge,  were  appointed  the  committee  on  the 
second  resolution. 

Mr.  Cheves,  Mr.  Newton,  Mr.  Milnor,  Mr. 
Quincy,  Mr.  Cooke,  Mr.  McKim,  and  lb.  Fbk, 
were  appointed  the  committee  on  the  third  res- 
olution. 

Mr.  Mltehill,  Mr.  Bibb,  Mr.  Blackkdge,  Mr. 
Taggart^  Mr.  Champion,  Mr.  Butler,  and  Mr. 
Shaw,  were  appointed  the  conunittee  on  the 
seventh  resolution. 

Mr.  Seybert,  Mr.  little,  Mr.  Goodwyn,  Mr. 
Tracy,  and  Mr.  Sturges,  were  appointed  the 
committee  on  the  eighth  resolution. 

Mr.  McKea  Mr.  Sevier,  Mr.  Morrow,  Mr. 
Sheffey,  and  Mr.  Brown,  were  appointed  the 
committee  on  the  ninth  resolution. 

And  then,  on  motion  the  House  acyonrned 
until  to-morrow. 


WxDKBBDAY,  November  18. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  Thomas  Gholbov, 
from  Virginia,  appeared,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  quaUfieo,  and  took  his  seat 

Matthew  LyofCe  Claim  far  refwadmg  hie  Em 
under  the  Sedition  Act, 

The  Sfvaxxb  presented  a  memorial  of  Mat- 
thew Lyon,  of  Kentucky,  stating  that,  whilst  a 
member  of  the  House  of  BepresentatiTee  of  the 
United  States,  from  the  State  of  YermoDt,  he 
was  illegally  tried  and  found  guilty,  under  a 
charge  of  sedition,  and  fined  me  sum  of  one 
thousand  dollars,  and  imprisoned  twdve  months^ 
and  praying  that  the  said  fine  may  be  rq>aid, 
with  interest,  together  with  his  pav  as  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress,  which  was  withLcUl  during  bis 
confinement 

The  petition  being  read, 

Mr.  Ksw  moved  that  it  be  referred,  with  the 
accompanying  documents^  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  Bassett  was  opposed  to  this  referoMe. 
If  the  petitioner  had  any  clum  upon  the  Tnited 
States,  it  must  be  on  tJie  ground  that  the  law 
under  which  he  was  convicted  was  unconatitu- 
tional.  A  claim  of  this  kind  could  not  be  re- 
cc^gnized  by  that  committee.  He  thought,  there- 
fore, it  would  be  more  proper  to  refer  this 
petition  to  a  select  committee.  This  was  de- 
sirable, also,  from  the  conaderation  that  the 
Committee  of  Claims  is  generally  overburdened 
with  business. 

Mr.  New  said,  it  having  been  represented  to 
him  that  it  would  be  most  proper  to  refer  the 
petition  to  a  select  committee,  he  would  so  change 
nis  motion. 

Mr.  RAi!n>0LFR  had  no  doubt  it  woaM  be 
recollected,  that  at  the  first  sessioB  of  Con- 
gress under  the  administration  of  the  present 
f^esident,  the  session  which  met  in  May,  1808, 
a  committee  was  raised  ^^to  inquire  whether 
any  and  what  prosecutions  had  been  instituted 
before  the  oourts  of  the  United  States  for  fibeb 
at  oommoA  law,  and  to  report  sooh  protirioBi 
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as  in  their  opinion  may  be  neoessary  for  secur- 
ing the  freedom  of  speeeh  and  of  the  press.'' 
OongrefiB  a4)oumed  after  a  short  session  in 
June.  The  chairman  of  that  committee  was 
directed  to  address  letters  to  the  clerks  of  the 
seyeral  courts  in  which  such  prosecutions  had 
been  commenced.  To  some  of  these  letters 
answers  were  reoeiyed  after  the  a^ournment. 
These  answers  received  in  the  recess  (all  ex- 
cept one,  which  the  chairman  had  found  amongst 
his  private  papers  since  the  meetiuff  of  the 
present  session)  were  transmitted  to  the  clerk 
of  this  House,  in  whose  possession  it  is  pre- 
sumed they  now  are.  The  chairman  of  that 
oommitteey  at  the  two  succeeding  sessions,  was, 
by  the  visitation  of  Gk)d,  and  from  drcum- 
stances  without  his  control,  for  the  first  time 
since  he  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  on  this  floor, 
prevented  from  attending  to  his  duty  till  the 
seanona  had  considerably  advanced,  otherwise 
he  would  have  felt  it  obligatory  on  him  to  have 
called  the  attention  of  Congress  to  this  subject. 
It  was'  his  intention,  at  the  present  session, 
without  knowing  any  thing  of  this  petition,  to 
have  called  the  attention  of  the  House  ia  it, 
amoiigst  others,  at  an  early  day.  He  thought 
it  behooved  this  House,  as  the  guardian  of  the 
public  purse  and  public  weal,  to  take  care  that 
th^  stream  of  public  justice  be  preserved  pure 
and  fi^e  frx>m  pollution ;  and  whether  persons 
have  suffered  by  prosecutions  under  the  sedition 
law,  or  under  the  common  law  of  England — ^not 
the  common  law  of  the  United  States,  as  modified 
by  the  laws  of  the  United  States  in  their  coi^ 
porate  capacity — ^he  was  for  affor^jog  them 
relief.  He  wished  to  see  if  any  of  our  citizens 
had  received  injury  from  prosecutions  of  this 
kind ;  and,  if  they  had  to  redress  the  wrong  by 
such  a  prospective  measure  as  may  prevent  a 
recurrence  of  similar  mischief. 

It  seems  idle,  said  Mr.  R.,  for  any  man  to  un- 
dertake, by  statute,  to  do  that  which  the  great 
charter  of  our  confederation  has  endeavored 
to  do  in  vain.  It  is,  it  appears,  impossible  to 
prevent  men,  heated  by  party,  and  seeking  only 
the  gratification  of  their  own  passions,  from 
trampling  in  the  dust  the  charter  which  we 
have  sworn  to  support ;  for  though  our  consti- 
tution  has  said,  in  the  broadest  terms  which  our 
language  knows,  that  the  freedom  of  speech 
and  of  the  press  shall  not  be  abridged,  men 
have  been  found  so  lost  to  all  sense  of  their 
eonntry's  good,  as  to  pass  the  act,  commonly 
called  the  sedition  act^  and  to  send  out  our 
judges  to  diroense,  not  law,  but  politics  from 
the  bench.  It  would  seem  idle  to  attempt  to 
prevent,  by  statutory  provisions,  similar  abuses. 
But  though,  formed  as  we  are,  we  cannot  attain 
perfection,  we  ought,  in  imitation  of  a  divine 
example,  to  aspire  to  it,  and  endeavor  to  pre- 
serve in  purity  the  great  Magna  Oharta  of  our 
country. 

This  sublect,  Mr.  B.  said,  might  appear  friv- 
olous to  others.  He  knew  that  men,  intent  on 
worldly  things,  with  their  snouts  grovelling  in 
the  mud,  who  hold  every  thing  but  sordid  pel^ 


and  stiU  more  di^raoeftd  office,  as  dross  and 
dust,  would  not  tMnk  it  worth  while  to  attend 
to  things  of  this  kind.  Nor  did  he  wish  to  set 
himself  up  for  a  political  Pharisee,  and  thank 
Gk>d  that  he  was  no{  as  other  men  are. 

Mr.  R.  moved  to  amend  the  reference,  by 
adding  to  it  the  following : 

^'  With  instmctions  to  inquire  irhether  any,  and 
what,  prosecutions  have  been  instituted  before  the 
courts  of  the  United  States  for  libels,  under  the  sedi- 
tion law  or  the  common  law,  and  by  what  authority; 
and  to  make  such  provisions  as  they  may  deem  neces- 
sary for  securing  the  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the 
press." 

Mr.  R.  hoped  this  amendment  would  be 
agreed  to ;  for,  said  he,  it  is  eirident  that  when 
we  came  into  power,  when  we  succeeded  to  our 
predecessors,  proper  measures  were  not  taken 
for  purifying  the  violent  temper  of  the  day — 
for  preventing  the  recurrence  of  prosecutions 
of  this  kind.  He  recollected  having  heard,  at 
the  dose  of  the  administration  of  the  second 
President  of  the  United  States,  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  pieces  of  declamation,  from  a  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  which  he  had  ever 
heard,  in  which  he  coloured  the  House  to  re- 
enact  the  sedition  act,  because,  said  he,  we  are 
about  to  surrender  the  Government  into  the 
hands  of  men  in  whom  we  have  no  confidence, 
and  I  wish  to  retain  this  law  as  our  shelter,  be- 
cause, by  this,  if  we  are  prosecuted  for*a  libel, 
we  can  give  the  truth  in  evidence.  Mr.  R.  said 
he  listened  to  the  gentleman,  but  he  thought  he 
was  taking  for  talking^s  sake.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve that  himself  believed  a  word  of  what  he 
said.  Mr.  R.  did  not  suppose  that  a  prosecution 
at  common  law,  for  a  libel,  could  take  place  un- 
der a  republican  administration.  He  thought 
the  gentieman  was  making  the  best  apology  he 
could  for  the  sedition  law,  and  that  he  was  glad 
to  find  himself  in  a  minority  on  his  motion  for 
continuing  it.  But,  said  he,  experience  teach- 
eth.  I  find  it  possible  even  for  the  Pharisees 
themselves  sometimes  to  slide,  sometimes  to 
fall.  He  thought  it  due  to  our  country,  and  to 
ourselves,  that  whatever  abuses  exist  without 
stopping  to  inquire  whether  the  sufferer  be  a 
Oatholio  or  a  Protestant,  a  Federalist,  a  Dem- 
ocrat^ or  a  monarchy  man,  to  redress  the  wrong. 
What  would  be  said  in  a  court  of  justice  in  a 
case  of  murder?  It  would  not  be  thought 
worth  while  to  inquire  what  was  the  offender's 
politics,  or  whether  honest  or  the  contrfuy. 
He  considered  honest  men  as  of  right  politics. 
It  unfortunately  happens,  said  he.  that  some 
men  make  up  in  ^al  what  they  know  them- 
selves to  be  deficient  in  honor  and  honesty. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to  and  the  peti- 
tion referred  to  a  committee  of  seven,  consistmg 
of  Mr.  NBWjMr.  Randou^h,  Mr.  Wmght,  J&r, 
Tboup,  Mr.  WtfiTBHiLL,  Mr.  Mosbly,  and  Mr. 

OOOKE. 


Thubsdat,  November  14. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  John  Olopioit, 
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firom  Virginia,  appeared,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qnaJjified,  and  took  his  seat 


Fmdat,  Koveinber  15. 
Indian  Affairs, 
Mr.  Rhba  proposed  the  following  resolntion 
for  adoption: 

**  JUtolvedf  That  the  Cominifctee  on  Indian  Ajflhin 
be  inBtracted  to  inqniie  into  the  expedienoj  of  extend- 
ing the  laws  of  the  United  States  over  those  parts  of 
the  States  and  Territories  of  the  United  States,  to 
which  the  Indian  title  is  not  extingnished,  in  snch 
manner  as  that  all  white  persons  residing  within  any 
of  the  said  parts  of  the  United  States  may  and  shall 
be  liable  to  the  operation  of  those  laws." 

Mr.  B.  added,  that  if  the  petitions  which  had 
this  morning  been  presented  by  the  gentleman 
from  North  Oarolina  had  been  read,  the  neces- 
sity of  taking  some  measure  similar  to  the  one 
which  he  proposed,  woold  have  been  evident 
to  every  member  of  the  House,  as  the  Indian 
countries  are  become  an  asylum  for  persons 
guilty  of  every  enormity. 

Mr.  PioKENS  stated,  that  if  any  doubt  existed 
as  to  the  propriety  of  passing  this  resolution, 
he  would  call  for  the  reading  of  the  petitions 
which  he  had  presented. 

Mr.  Wbioht  had  some  doubts  whether  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  did  not  at  present  ex- 
tend to  cases  of  this  kind,  and  wished  the  res- 
olution to  lie  on  the  table  until  the  subject  could 
be  looked  into. 

Mr.  Bibb  said,  a  case  had  lately  occurred  in 
the  State  of  Georgia,  which  showed  the  neces- 
sity of  some  farther  provision  on  this  subject. 
A  murder  of  a  most  atrocious  kind  had  been 
committed  within  the  Indian  country ;  the  par- 
ties were  taken  near  the  spot,  and  brought  be- 
fore the  federal  authority  in  Georgia ;  and  upon 
a  question  of  jurisdiction,  the  Judg^  decided 
that  the  court  had  no  authority  in  the  case. 
In  a  similar  instance,  the  offenders  were  brought 
before  the  State  authorities,  which  determined 
in  the  same  way,  and  the  offenders,  of  course, 
were  in  both  cases  discharged. 

Mr.  Gbundy  was  of  opinion  that  the  United 
States  courts  had,  at  present,  complete  jurisdic- 
tion of  all  criminal  cases  which  might  arise 
within  the  Indian  boundary,  the  case  cited  by 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  notwithstanding ; 
but  he  supposed  the  object  of  this  resolution 
was  to  supply  the  defects  of  the  law  at  present 
in  civil  cases. 

Mr,  PoiNDBXTSB  had  no  doubt  but  the  courts 
of  the  United  States  had  jurisdiction  of  crimi- 
nal offences,  committed  within  the  Indian  boun- 
dary. Congress,  at  their  first  session,  made 
provision  for  the  punishment  of  offenders 
charged  with  murder,  piracy,  &c.,  committed 
on  the  high  seas  or  without  the  territory  of  the 
United  States.  But  the  difficulty  suggested  by 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  existed.  Per- 
sons who  have  committed  petty  offences  and 
debtors  go  ov^  tx)  the  Indian  territory,  where 


the  law  cannot  reach  them.  He  doubted 
whether  the  resolution  was  calculated  to  retch 
this  object,  and  therefpre  wished  it  to  lie  on  the 
table  that  it  might  be  amended. 

Mr.  Bhea  hoped  he  might  be  pennitted  to 
ludge  for  himself  whether  the  resolntaon  which 
he  had  offered  was  calculated  to  aooom^dish  the 
object  which  he  had  in  view.  HiBooQetgne 
had  intimated  that  the  laws,  at  present,  eiteod 
to  criminal  offences,  though  the  gentleBiaa 
from  Georgia  had  stated  a  case  in  which  the 
judges  had  determined  otherwise.  This  diowa, 
at  least,  that  the  law  wants  revinon,  not  only 
with  respect  to  criminal,  but  civfl  matters.  He 
had  drawn  the  resolution  in  the  most  general 
terms. 

Mr.  BiBB  oould  not  conceive  how  the  judges 
of  the  Federal  Oourt,  in  the  case  he  had  dted, 
oould  have  decided  as  they  did  with  the  kw 
which  had  been  referred  to  before  them.  Per- 
haps it  might  have  arisen  from  a  clause  of  the 
constitution,  which  directs  that  jurors  shall  be 
drawn  from  the  district  where  the  offeoce  k 
committed. 

The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

DofneUic  Manufacture, 

Mr.  Bhba  called  up  for  consideration  the 
resolution  which  he  laid  upon  the  table  yester- 
day, proposing  an  additional  duty  on  ooar» 
hemp  and  flax. 

The  resolution  was  oonsidered,  and,  <m  mo- 
tion, the  words  ^'  and  cotton,*'  were  added  to  it, 
by  consent  of  the  mover. 

Mr.  Gbundt  observed,  that  several  detaolied 
resolutions  for  the  encouragement  of  domestie 
manufiEUitures  had  been  offered  to  the  Eousfi. 
He  wished  the  adoption  of  a  propositiou  whkfa 
should  include  all  Uie  manufactures  of  the  eooa- 
try.  He  hoped  the  present  motion  mi^t  lie 
on  the'  table  for  a  few  days,  until  such  a  propo- 
sition could  be  prepared.  It  is,  said  he^  an  ob- 
ject of  great  magnitude,  when  we  consider  the 
vast  sums  of  money  which  have  lately  been 
vested  in  establishments  of  this  kind;  and  the 
present  is  a  &vorable  moment  for  adopting 
some  measures  to  give  our  manu£u:tnres  coun- 
tenance and  support. 

Mr.  Bhba.  could  not  agree  to  the  proposed 
postponement  He  should  never  obtain  bia 
object,  if  he  were  to  agree  to  one  postoone- 
ment  after  another.  His  colleague  conkl,  it 
any  time,  submit  his  proposition,  without  hin- 
dering the  progress  of  the  one  he  had  introdooed. 

After  some  conversation  as  to  the  proprieCj 
of  discussing  this  proposition  in  the  House, 

The  Sfbaxeb  decided,  that  though  th^e  is  a 
rule  of  the  House  which  says  that  all  Y^^y^^ 
tions  for  laying  a  tax  shall  be  discussed  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole ;  this  resolution,  in  his 
opinion,  did  not  come  within  that  rule,  as  it 
was  merely  an  iustruction  to  a  committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  laying  an  addi- 
tional tax. 

The  motion,  for  li^gthe  prc^Kwitaon  on 
the  table,  was  carried,  61  to  47. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DEBATES  OF  GONOBESS. 


429 


NOTSOB,   1811.] 


£wpmdUun  ^  PiMie  Money. 


{JSL  ot  K 


Amerietm  Seamen, 

Mr.  MiLNOB  rose,  and  observed  there  was  no 
topic  more  important  than  the  protection  of 
American  seamen,  and  yet  he  believed  it  wonld 
be  aohiowledged  by  all  who  have  given  consid- 
eration to  the  subject,  that  oar  laws  on  this  sub- 
ject are  materiaUy  defective.  The  object  of  these 
laws  ought  to  be  twofold ;  in  the  first  place,  for 
the  protection  of  hanaflde  American  citizens,  and 
secondly,  for  the  prevention  of  the  abase  of  those 
protections  by  citizens  of  otiier  oonntries  not 
entitled  to  them.  It  wiU  be  recollected,  that 
the  act  for  relief  of  American  seamen  makes  it 
the  duty  of  the  collectors  to  furnish  certificates 
of  citizenship  in  the  manner  therein  directed; 
but,  owing  to  an  error  of  Congress,  no  manner 
is  prescribed;  and,  of  course,  the  collectors 
have  beoi  left  to  accept  of  such  proof  as  they 
deemed  sufficient,  or  to  act  under  the  directions 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which,  in 
most  instances,  is  an  unsafe  way  of  proceeding. 
The  penal  hiws  of  the  United  States  provide  no 
ponishment  for  the  crime  of  peiju^  in  these 
cases.  A  recent  instance,  Mr.  M.  sdd,  had  oo- 
cmred  in  the  district  which  he  represented. 
An  Italian,  not  twenty  days  in  the  country,  ap- 
peared before  a  notary  public,  claiming  the 
ri^ts  of  an  American  seaman.  He  made  the 
neceasary  oa^s,  and  produced  a  sponsor  who 
swore  that  he  was  bom  in  Baltimore.  The 
toDgne  of  the  man  detected  the  falsehood.  The 
collector,  with  that  attention  to  his  duty  for 
which  he  is  so  remarkable,  had  both  seaman 
and  sponsor  apprehended.  The  attorney  for 
the  district  looked  into  the  case,  and  found  the 
crime  of  peijury  to  be,  the  falsely  taking  an 
oath  according  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
States;  but,  as  the  law  was  defective,  as  above 
stated,  the  offence  was  not  perjury.  The  At- 
tomev-General  confirmed  this  opmion.  The 
offenders,  therefore,  escaped  punishment.  He 
believed  other  amendments  might  be  usef^illy 
made  to  the  law  on  this  subject.  He  concluded 
by  offering  the  following  resolution  for  adop- 
tion, whidi  was  agreed  to : 

**  Retdhedf  That  a  oommittee  be  appointed  to  in- 
qidn  and  report  whether  any,  and  what  ameodmenta 
are  DBceaniy  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  relating 
to  the  proteotion  of  American  seamen ;  and  that  the 
oomnuUee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise." 

Mr.  Miuroit,  Mr.  LmuE,  Mr.  Beed,  Mr. 
Bassbtt,  and  Mr.  Pmazr,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

MoHDAT,  Kovember  18 
Expenditure  of  Publie  Money. 
Mr.  Rabdolph  asked  for  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  which  he  laid  on  the  table  some 
^p  ago,  directing  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  expenditure  of  public 
money ;  which,  being  agreed  to,  Mr.  R.  trusted 
there  would  be  no  difference  of  opinion  as  to 
^  propriety  of  agreeing  to  this  resolntioD. 
But,  before  tiie  vote  was  taken,  he  would  state 
to  the  House,  by  way  of  ezphuuition,  the  reeidt 


of  a  former  inquiry.  At  the  first  session  of  the 
11th  Congress,  a  report  of  a  committee  was 
made,  in  part,  on  thb  subject.  [This  report  Mr. 
B.  read.  It  states  that,  owing  to  the  shortnesif 
of  the  session,  complete  information  on  the  sub- 
iect  could  not  be  obtained.]  As  the  session 
lasted  but  six  weeks,  the  committee  had  no 
reason  to  complain  that  the  information  re- 
quired was  not  obtained.  An  expectation  was 
entertained  that  it  would  be  given  at  the  next 
session.  But  the  committee,  have  reason  to 
complain  that  the  information  which  was  given 
was  altogether  different  from  that  which  was 
asked.  This  was  represented  to  the  depart* 
ments,  and  a  more  satisfactory  report  was  prom- 
ised at  the  ensuing  session.  Mr.  B.  said,  the 
course  pursued  at  the  first  session,  under  the 
present  President,  had  been  the  same  which 
was  adopted  at  the  dose  of  Mr.  Adamses  Ad- 
ministration. At  the  following  session  of  Oon- 
gress,  the  person  who  was  appointed  chiurman 
of  the  committee  of  the  first  session,  was  un- 
able to  attend ;  but  it  was  a  gratification  to  him 
to  find,  that  the  subject  was  taken  up  by  an 
honoraole  colleague  of  his,  to  whom  the  State 
of  Virginia  had  been  more  than  once  indebted 
for  the  luminous  reports  on  her  fiscal  concerns ; 
but  nothing  was  effected.  To  show  how  differ- 
ent the  information  received  was,  from  that 
asked  for,  Mr.  B.  proposed  to  read  a  short 
letter.  The  object  of  the  committee  waa,  to 
know  in  what  way  the  Pursers  of  the  Navy 
received  their  money,  and  what  was  the  amount 
of  their  emoluments.  The  answer  they  received, 
stated  ^*  that  the  advances  made  to  Pursers  are 
by  warrants  drawn  on  the  Treasury,  sometimes 
by  Navy  agents,"  dto.  We  inquired,  said  he, 
what  were  their  emoluments,  other  than  those 
allowed  by  law  ?  Answer :  ^*  they  arise  from  a 
certain  percentage  upon  slops  detailed  to  the 
seamen."  It  may  not  be  amiss,  said  Mr.  B.,  to 
inform  country  gentlemen  that,  by  slopSj  are 
meant  readv-made  clothing,  &c.  It  was  scarcely 
possible  to  have  given  a  more  evasive  answer. 
We  asked,  What  were  tiie  emoluments?  They 
answer,  ^*  a  certain  percentage  fixed  by  the  de- 
partment;" but  what  that  per  cent,  was,  the 
committee  was  left  to  find  out  by  instinct.  It 
had  been  understood  that  large  sums  of  money 
were  advanced  to  these  Pursers,  who  laid  it  out 
in  slops,  which  they  retailed  to  the  seamen  at 
an  advance,  in  some  instances,  of  twenty  per 
cent  I  This  was  a  fact,  Mr.  B.  said,  which 
ought  to  be  looked  into.  It  was  essential  to 
the  reputation  of  the  Government,  essential  to 
its  honor,  indispensable  to  the  fair  fame  of  those 
who  administer  the  finances  of  the  United 
States,  that  abuses,  suoh  as  these,  should  be 
probed  to  the  quick,  to  sliow  to  the  world  that, 
if  we  cannot  govern  the  great  beasts,  the  mam- 
moths of  the  forest,  we  can,  at  least,  poison  the 
rats.  And  whose  money,  asked  Mr.  B.,  is  thisf 
It  is  the  people's  money ;  it  comes  from  the 
pockets  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
When  he  spoke  of  this  abuse  of  public  money, 
he  wished  no  gentleman  to  understand  him  aa 
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speaking  of  the  abuse  under  this,  that,  or  the 
other  President  of  the  United  States.  He  con- 
sidered them  all  as  of  one  description  of  people ; 
and  it  was  not  less  necessary  to  guard  against 
abuses  in  a  country  where  the  President  is 
elected  by  the  people,  than  in  a  country  where 
he  is  put  over  them.  He  would  dare  to  ques- 
tion the  infallibility  of  all,  and  look  upon  all 
with  jealousy  and  distrust.  He  wished  not, 
however,  to  be  charged  with  that  mistaken  op- 
position to  the  GoYernment,  which  determines 
to  exhibit  abuses  for  the  sake  of  doing  so ;  or 
with  shutting  his  eyes  to  the  abuses  of  Thomas, 
while  they  are  open  to  the  abuses  of  John,  Mr. 
B.  said  he  had  no  interest  distinct  from  the  in- 
terest of  his  country.  With  respect  to  princes 
and  potentates,  the  only  favor  he  had  to  ask  of 
them  was,  that  they  would  keep  their  hands 
out  of  his  pocket  and  off  his  person,  and,  to  use 
a  homely  phrase,  "  if  they  would  let  him  alone, 
he  would  let  them  alone." 

Under  these  circumstances,  Mr.  B.  asked  the 
House  if  it  were  not  necessary  for  a  conomittee 
to  be  appointed  to  probe  into  this  business? 
He  wished  to  state,  before  he  sat  down,  that  he 
had  learnt,  soon  after  the  present  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  came  into  office,  the  percentage  of 
the  Pursers  was  reduced  from  tw:enty  to  four  or 
^ye  per  cent. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  agreed  to, 
and  a  committee  of  seven  appointed,  as  follows : 
Messrs.  IIandolph,  Gold,  Mc!E^  Bobebtb, 
JoHSBON,  Law,  and  Widobby. 


Tuesday,  November  19. 
Territory  qf  Zoumana, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bhea,  the  House  went 
into  a  Oonmiittee  of  the  Whole,  on  tJie  bill  for 
the  government  of  the  Territory  of  Louisiana. 
The  bill  beinff  read  by  paragraphs,  Mr.  Fisk 
moved  to  strike  out  the  words  in  the  fifth  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  which  makes  it  necessary  for 
persons  to  be  in  possession  of  a  freehold  to  have 
a  right  to  vote.  This  motion  was  opposed  by 
Mr.  Bakdolfh,  on  principle,  in  a  speech  of  con- 
siderable length,  in  which  he.  advocated  the 
freehold  qualification  for  voters.  The  motion 
was  opposed  also  by  Mr.  Bhba,  as  unnecessary 
for  the  attainment  of  the  mover's  object ;  as 
he  stated  the  qualification  for  voters  was  two- 
fold-—one  was  the  possession  of  a  freehold,  the 
other  a  residence  of  a  year  previous  to  the  time 
of  election. 

Mr.  PomDBZTBB  made  a  motion,  which  su- 
perseded that  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont, 
to  strike  out  all  that  part  of  the  section  which 
defined  the  qualification  of  voters,  and  insert, 
"  every  free  white  male  citizen  residing  in  the 
said  Territory,  who  shall  have  attained  the  age 
'of  twenty-one  years,  and  paid  a  tax." 

This  amendment  was  debated  till  the  usual 
nonr  of  adioumment,  when  the  oonmiittee  rose 
without  taimg  the  question,  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  again. 

This  debate,  though  protracted  to  consider- 


able length,  embraced  a  very  narrow  questioD, 
viz:  whether  it  is  better  to  rcMraiire  voters  to 
hold  fr'eehold  property,  or  to  saner  every  man 
to  possess  the  privilege  of  voting  who  has  ar- 
rived to  the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  As  al- 
ready stated,  Mr.  Bandolph  took  the  fint 
ground,  and  introduced  the  practice  of  VirgiDia 
to  show  that  it  was  attended  with  the  best 
effects.  Mr.  Fisk,  Mr.  WsiqhTy  ^«  Simii, 
and  Mr.  Poindextbb,  took  the  opposite  side  of 
the  question.  They  argued  that  hfe  and  fiber^ 
are  superior  to  property — ^that  these  are  dearer 
to  the  poor  man  than  all  the  property  of  the 
rich.  Mr.  Wbioht  said,  that  the  State  of  Mtuj- 
land  had  tried  the  property  qu^cation  for 
voting,  had  found  it  attended  with  bad  effects, 
and  had  now  abandoned  it.  It  was  ftHinerlj 
required  that  a  voter  should  be  possessed  k 
property  to  the  value  of  thirty  pounds;  ao  that 
if  a  man  possessed  a  horse  of  that  value,  be  was 
entitled  to  a  vote;  but  if  the  horse  happeaed 
to  die  before  the  election,  he  lost  his  privilege, 
which  was  placing  the  rig^t  in  the  hone  instod 
of  the  num.  As  to  freehold  qualifications,  thej 
were  evaded  too  by  deeds  made  for  the  occa- 
sion, which  were  forwards  cancelled. 

Mr.  Bandolph,  in  combating  the  principle 
of  universal  suffrage,  said  tibat  it  was  impon- 
ble  for  the  gentleman  himseli^  Talluding  to  Mr. 
Shilie.)  or  any  piping-hot  member  from  a  Jae- 
obin  club— for  any  disciple  of  Tom  Faine  or 
of  the  J)e9il — to  carry  this  principle  of  eqoalitj 
to  its  full  extent ;  for  even  tiiey  must  exdode 
from  its  operation  minors  and  females.  He  also 
took  occasion  to  pronounce  a  strong  phUippie 
against  foreigners  having  any  part  in  the  Got- 
emment.  Mr.  Smilib,  in  his  reply,  paid  a 
tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  Paioe,  oa 
account  of  his  valuable  political  writings,  which 
had  been  considered  as  highly  serviceable  in  the 
Bevolution,  and  which  would  always  be  es- 
teemed wherever  the  righU  of  man  are  under 
stood,  and  reminded  him  of  the  foreigners  vho 
had  assisted  in  fighting  our  Bevolutiooaiy 
battles.  Mr.  Baitdolph  justified  his  aUosion  to 
Paine ;  said  he  was  sorry  the  gentleman  had 
not  recollected  his  *^  Age  of  Beason,"  as  well 
as  his  "  Bights  of  Man  ;^'  and  as  to  aoy  serrices 
which  he  rendered  by  his  writings,  he  tboo^ 
little  of  them.  The  heroes  engaged  in  iSai 
great  cause  did  not  need  the  aasi^tance  oi  an 
English  staymaJser^  In  reply,  Mr.  Smub  said, 
he  never  interferea  with  a  man's  religious  <^)in- 
ion ;  that  was  a  private  concern,  which  lay  be- 
tween God  and  a  man's  own  conscienoe;  and 
as  to  the  profession  of  Paine,  that,  he  appre- 
hended, would  never  lessen  the  value  of  hb 
writings.  -^^— 

Wsdrebday,  November  20. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  Abohibald  tfo 
Brydk  from  North  Carolina,  appeared,  pro- 
duced nis  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his 
seat 


Tbussday,  November  SI. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  Eubha  B.  Pwm^ 
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from  Khode  Island,  appeared,  Drodnced  his  cre- 
dentials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Additional  Duties. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  the  House  took  np 
for  consideration  the  resolntion  which  he  had 
iiibmitted  some  days  ago,  proposing  to  instruct 
fbe  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactares 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  laying  an  ad- 
ditional duty  on  coarse  manufactures  of  hemp, 
flax,  and  cotton. 

This  resolution  produced  a  long  desultory  de- 
bate, which  occupied  the  House  the  whole  of  the 
day,  without  coming  to  any  decision  upon  it. 

Mr.  Stanfobd,  on  the  ground  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  had  al-- 
ready  this  subject  under  consideration,  moved 
an  indefinite  postponement  of  the  resolution. 

This  motion  was  negatived,  58  to  48. 

Mr.  Kino  proposed  an  amendment.  He  ex- 
pressed himself  friendly  to  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  and  to  the  en- 
oooragement  of  domestic  manufactures  gener- 
allj.  His  amendment  was  in  the  following 
words: 

"  And  also  into  the  expediency  of  laying  a  duty  on 
the  importation  of  salt,  with  anthority  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwifle. 

Mr.  E.  observed,  that  this  was  an  article  of 
general  consumption,  and  its  manufecture  ought 
to  be  encouraged ;  as  it  was  known  what  diffi- 
culties this  country  had  experienced,  and  might 
again  experience,  when  placed  in  a  situation  in 
which  a  sufficiency  of  salt  could  not  be  obtained. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  his  amendment  would  be 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Smuis  was  afraid  the  House  was  getting 
into  a  practice  that  would  produce  great  trouble 
and  confusion,  by  departing  :firom  the  usual  and 
settled  mode  of  proceeding.  It  had  always  been 
deemed  irregular,  when  a  subject  was  commit- 
ted, to  bring  it  forward  in  the  House  before  the 
oommittee  made  its  report.  Look  at  our  situa- 
tion, sidd  he.  A  gentleman  proposes  a  tax  on 
manofiftotores  of  cotton,  another  on  salt  Eveir 
gentleman  has  his  favorite  manufacture  which 
he  wisher  encouraged,  so  that  an  armful  of 
reaolations  wiU  be  thrown  into  the  hands  of 
this  committee.  Mr.  S.  said  he  was  Mendly  to 
the  manufactures  of  our  country,  and  was  will- 
ing to  give  them  every  aid ;  but  he  did  not 
wish,  in  doing  diis,  to  break  through  established 
niles.  If  gentlemen  would  suspend  their  re- 
marks on  the  subject  until  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  make  their  report^ 
they  will  then  have  a  fair  opportunity  of  de- 
livering their  sentiments  fully,  and  of  support- 
hig  such  particular  manufactures  as  they  may 
deem  of  most  importance  to  the  country,  lie 
hoped  that  neither  the  amendment  nor  the  res- 
olntion  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Alston  considered  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  mistaken  as  to  t^e  rule  and  prac- 
tice of  the  House.  If  the  doctrine  which  he 
nuuntains  were  correct,  gentlemen  might  be 


defeated  in  effecting  the  oljects  which  they  have 
in  view.  It  was  only  to  refer  a  subject  to  a 
committee ;  and  if  a  majority  of  that  committee 
were  unfriendly,  and  either  failed  to  report,  or 
reported  inimically,  the  friends  of  the  measure 
might  be  defeated^  though  there  were  a  majority 
in  the  House  in  its  favor.  It  was  a  common 
practice,  Mr.  A.  said,  to  refer  a  subject  gener- 
ally to  a  committee,  and  afterwards  instruct 
them,  by  resolution,  as  to  particular  branches  of 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Newton  (the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Manufactures)  said,  the  sub- 
ject of  manufactures  was  considered  as  being 
generally  before  them,  and  he  knew  it  to  be  the 
intention  of  the  committee  to  take  up  the 
matter  comprehensively ;  and  if  any  gentleman 
shall  think  proper  to  give  them  information  re- 
specting any  particular  manufacture,  either 
orally  or  in  writing,  they  will  be  glad  to  receive 
it.  Mr.  N.  thought  the  gentleman  from  Korth 
Carolina  (Mr.  Alston)  was  mistaken,  when  he 
said  that  a  committee  had  the  power  of  defeat- 
ing the  purposes  of  members ;  because,  when- 
ever a  report  was  made,  it  was  in  the  power  of 
a  m^ority  of  the  House  to  amend  it,  and  make 
it  j  ust  what  they  please. 

Mr.  QuiNOT  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Ejng,)  and  thanked  him  for  bringing  it 
forward.  Some  of  his  constituents,  men  who 
lived  on  the  sandbanks  of  the  country,  were 
deeply  interested  in  the  manufacture  of  salt, 
and  had  been  nearly  ruined  by  the  repeal  of  the 
duty  on  that  article.  He  was  friendly  to  a  duty 
on  salt,  as  it  was  more  equal  and  less  felt  in  the 
payment  than  any  other,  and  he  had  always 
thought  it  strange  that  the  duty  had  been  re- 
pealed. 

Mr.  Maoon  thought  the  proposition  to  tax 
this  necessary  of  life,  at  a  time  when  it  is  prob- 
able we  may  find  a  difficulty  in  procuring  it 
in  sufficient  quantity,  was  very  iU-timed.  The 
repeal  of  this  duty  had  been  called  strange.  He 
thought  it  would  have  been  more  strange  had 
Congress  continued  the  duty  when  the  Treasury 
was  not  in  need  of  the  money  arising  from  it. 
If  there  was  any  thing  strange  in  the  business, 
it  was  that  there  should  have  been  any  opposi- 
tion to  the  repeal.  Mr.  M.  agreed  with  the  re- 
mark made  by  a  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
some  days^o,  that  taxes,  to  be  just,  ought  to 
be  equaL  Would  a  tax  on  salt,  he  asked,  be 
equal  ?  It  certainly  would  not.  People  on  the 
seacoast  would  not  feel  it.  Their  cattle  would 
refuse  it,  if  given  to  them.  The  interior  of  the 
country,  the  people  from  East  to  West,  would 
have  to  bear  the  weight  of  this  tax.  But  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  says  the  repeal- 
ing of  this  duty  ruined  his  constituents,  who 
live  on  the  sandbanks  of  the  country.  He 
would  not  consent,  how:6ver,  to  tax  the  people 
of  his  part  of  the  country,  living  on  sandhills, 
to  support  that  gentlemon^s  sandbank  constitu« 
ents. 

But  this  duty,  it  is  said,  is  to  be  laid  to  ea* 
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courage  manufactures.  Why  this  great  cry  about 
domestic  manufactures  ?  He  thought  they  had 
already  sufficient  encouragement  from  the  pres- 
ent situation  of  things.  The  President  had 
recommended  the  subject  to  the  consideration 
of  the  House,  and  he  had  no  doubt  the  com* 
mittee,  to  whom  it  had  been  referred,  would  do 
what  is  proper  on  the  subject.  Mr.  M.  wished 
to  know  for  what  purpose  this  additional  duty 
is  wanted.  If,  said  he,  it  be  wanted  for  going 
to  war,  let  us  know  it  For  his  part,  he  had 
heard  so  much  about  war  formerly,  that  he 
hardly  thought  we  should  get  at  it  now. 

Mr.  M.  said  on  a  former  occasion,  when  the 
country  was  in  a  situation  something  like  the 
present,  a  gentleman  from  Virginia  was  so 
alarmed  lest  salt  sufficient  could  not  be  had, 
that  he  proposed  a  bounty  on  its  importation. 
"VThat,  said  Mr.  M.,  will  be  the  effect  of  apropo- 
sition  for  taxing  s^t  in  the  country  ?  He  had 
no  doubt  that,  in  the  Southern  States,  it  would 
immediately  raise  the  price  of  the  article  at 
Petersburg  and  Fayetteyille.  On  this  account, 
he  hoped,  if  the  House  did  not  mean  to  lay  a 
tax  on  salt,  that  the  proposition  would  be  im- 
mediately discarded.  For  himself^  he  would 
sooner  consent  to  a  land  or  poll  tax  than  a 
tax  on  salt. 

Mr.  Smiub  moved  a  postponement  of  the  reso- 
lution until  the  first  Monday  in  February  next. 

This  motion  was  debated  at  some  length. 
Some  who  wished  to  vote  for  it,  wished  the 
proposition  for  a  tax  on  salt  to  be  disconnected 
witlx  the  original  proposition. 

Fbidat,  November  22. 
.  Another  member,  to  wit,  Edwin  Gba.t,  from 
Virginia,  appeared,  produced  his  credentials, 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Apportionment  of  Sepreaentatives, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  for  apportioning  the  Representatives 
among  the  several  States,  according  to  the  third 
enumeration. 

The  bin  having  been  read,  the  Question  on 
filing  the  blanks  occurred.  The  nrst  was  in 
relation  to  the  number  of  inhabitants  for  each 
Representative;  when 

Mr.  Dawson  observed,  that  he  was  instructed 
by  the  committee  who  directed  him  to  report 
ibis  bill,  to  propose  filling  the  blank  with  the 
words  forty  thowand;  but  he  should  himsdf 
vote  against  filling  the  blank  with  this  number, 
because  it  would  deprive  the  State  of  Rhode 
Isjand  of  one-half  of  her  present  Representa- 
tives ;  it  would  deprive  Connecticut  and  Mary- 
land each  of  one  member^  and  Virginia  of  two. 
He  should,  therefore,  be  in  favor  of  filling  the 
blank  with  37,000,  as  this  number  would  not 
deprive  any  State  of  a  Representative,  and  it 
would  only  increase  the  present  number  of 
Representatives  ft'om  142  to  180. 

Mr.  Dawson  then  moved,  that  the  said  blank 
be  filled  with  the  words  ^'thirty-seven  thou- 


sand ; ''  and  the  question  thereon  being  taken,  wh 
resolved  in  the  affirmative— yeas  102,  nayi  18. 

"Mr,  Dawson  moved  to  fiU  the  other  bhmksin 
the  bill,  as  follows :  New  Hampshire,  five  mem- 
bers ;  Massachusetts,  eighteen ;  Vermont,  five; 
Rhode  Island,  two ;  Connecticut,  seven ;  New 
York,  twenty-five ;  New  Jer*y,  six ;  Pennsrl. 
vania,  twenty-one ;  Delaware,  one ;  Maiylsod, 
nine ;  Virginia,  twenty-two ;  North  Carolina, 
thirteen ;  South  Carolina,  nine ;  Georgia,  fire ; 
Kentucky,  ten ;  Ohio,  six ;  and  Tennessee,  sii. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  and  the  House  a4Journed« 

Monday,  December  2. 
John  Tauafebbo,  who  has  been  declared  en- 
titled  to  a  seat  in  this  House,  as  one  of  the 
members  for  Virginia,  in  the  place  of  John  P. 
Hungerford,  who  has  been  declared  not  entitled 
to  a  seat  in  this  House,  appeared,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat. 


Fbidat,  December  6. 

Mr.  Emott  presented  a  petition  of  Harrison 
and  Lewis,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  merchants, 
praying  permission  to  import  from  the  British 
West  India  Islands,  goods  to  the  amount  of  debts 
owiuff  to  them  by  certain  inhabitants  in  said 
ifJandiB. — ^Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Smilix  presented  a  memorial  of  the  res- 
ident and  Managers  of  the  Unicm  Canal  Com- 
pany of  Pennsylvania,  praying  the  aid  sod 
patronage  of  the  General  Government  in  accom- 
plishing the  extensive  and  useftil  works  in  which 
they  are  engaged ;  which  was  read,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee. 

Messrs.  Smilie,  Ridgely,  Rekgooid,  Bases, 
and  Blbbckeb,  were  appointed  the  oommitlee. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amend- 
ments, disagreed  to  by  this  Hoose,  to  the  bill  ^  for 
the  apportionment  of  Representatives  amoDg 
the  several  States  according  to  the  third  ennme- 
ration ;"  agree  to  the  proposed  oonfisrenoe^  sod 
have  appointed  managers  on  their  part  at  the 
same. 

Foreign  Belatione, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to  which 
Committee  of  the  Whole  was  conmiitted  there- 
port  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Belataona, 
made  some  days  ago. 

The  report  having  been  read — 

Mr.  PoBTEB  said  that  the  House  were  prob- 
ably expecting  from  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations  some  explanations  of  their  views  in 
reporting  the  resolutions  now  under  o(»)sden- 
tion,  in  addition  to  the  general  exposilaoQ  ci 
them  contained  in  the  report  itselt  The  com- 
mittee themselves  felt  that  such  explanstiops 
were  due,  inasmuch  as  they  had  only  reported  in 
part,  and  had  intimated  their  intention  to  foDow 
up  these  resolutions,  should  they  be  adopted,  by 
the  recommendation  of  ulterior  measures. 
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The  committee,  Mr.  P.  said,  after  examining 
the  various  docoments-^ACCompanying  the  Pres- 
ident's Message,  were  satisfied,  as  he  presumed 
every  member  of  the  House  was,  that  all  hopes 
of  accommodatiDg  our  differences  with  Great 
Britain  by  negotiation  must  be  abandoned. 
When  they  looked  at  the  correspondence  be- 
tween the  two  GoTernments ;  when  they  ob- 
served the  miserable  shifts  and  evasions  (for 
they  were  entitled  to  no  better  appellation)  to 
which  Great  Britain  resorted  to  excuse  the  vio- 
lations of  our  maritime  rights,  it  was  impossible 
not  to  perceive  that  her  conduct  towards  us 
was  not  regulated  even  by  her  own  sense  of 
justice,  but  solely  by  a  regard  to  the  probable 
extent  of  our  forbearance.  The  last  six  years, 
had  been  marked  by  a  series  of  progressive  en- 
croachments on  our  rights ;  and  the  principles 
by  which  she  publicly  upheld  her  aggressions, 
were  as  mutable  as  her  conduct  We  had  seen 
her  one  year  advancing  doctrines,  which  the 
year  before  she  had  reprobated.  He  had  seen 
her  one  day  capturing  our  vessels  under  pretexts, 
which  on  the  preceding  day  she  would  have  been 
ashamed  or  alraid  to  avow.  Indeed,  said  Mr. 
P.,  she  seems  to  have  been  constantly  and  care- 
fully feeling  our  pulse,  to  ascertain  what  potions 
we  would  bear  ;  and  if  we  j^  on  submittiog  to 
one  indignity  after  another,  it  will  not  be  long 
before  we  shall  see  British  subjects,  not  only 
taking  our  property  in  our  harbors,  but  tram- 
pling on  our  persons  in  the  streets  of  our  cities. 

Having  become  convinced  that  alt  hopes  from 
further  negotiation  were  idle,  the  committee, 
Mr.  P.  8iud,were  led  to  the  consideration  of 
another  question,  which  was — whether  the  mar- 
itime rights  which  Great  Britain  is  violating 
were  such  as  we  ought  to  support  at  the  hazard 
and  expense  of  a  war  ?  Aud  he  believed  he 
was  correct  in  stating  that  the  committee  was 
unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  they  were.  The 
committee  thought  that  the  Orders  in  Council, 
so  far  as  they  go  to  interrupt  our  direct  trade, 
that  18,  the  carrying  of  the  productions  of  this 
country  to  a  market  in  the  ports  of  friendly  na- 
tions, and  returning  with  the  proceeds  of  them 
— onght  to  be  resisted  by  war.  How  far  wo 
ought  to  go  in  support  of  what  is  commonly 
called  the  carrying  trade,  although  the  question 
was  agitated  in  the  committee,  no  definitive 
opinion  was  expressed.  It  was  not  deemed  ne- 
cessary, at  this  time,  to  express  such  an  opin- 
ion, inasmuch  as  the  mjury  we  sustain  by  the  in- 
hibition of  this  trade  is  fnerged  in  the  greater 
one  to  our  direct  trade. 

The  Orders  in  Council,  Mr.  P.  said,  of  which 
there  seemed  now  to  be  no  prospect  of  a  speedy 
repeal— -certainly  none  during  me  continuance 
of  the  present  war — ^authorizecr  the  capture  of 
our  vessels  bound  to  and  from  ports  where  Brit- 
ish conmierce  is  not  favorably  received ;  and 
as  that  nation  is  at  war  with  most  of  the  civil- 
ized world,  the  effect  was  (as  he  understood 
from  those  who  had  much  better  information 
on  the  subject  than  he  could  pretend  to)  to  cut 
up,  at  once,  about  three-fourths  of  bur  best  and 
Vou  IV.— 28 


most  profitable  commerce.  It  was  impossible 
^at  the  mercantile  or  agricultural  interests  of 
the  United  States,  which  on  the  question  of  a 
right  to  the  direct  trade  could  never  be  separat- 
ed, could  submit  to  such  impositions.  It  was  his 
opinion,  that  going  upon  the  ground  of  a  mere 
pecuniary  calculation,  a  calcdation  of  profits 
and  loss,  it  would  be  for  our  interest  to  go  to 
war  to  remove  the  Orders  in  Council,  rather 
than  submit  to  them,  even  during  the  term  of 
their  probable  continuance. 

But  there  was  another  point  of  view  in  which 
the  subject  presented  itself  to  the  committee, 
and  that  was  as  regarded  tiie  character  of  the 
country.  We  were  a  young  nation,  and  he 
hoped  we  cherished  a  little  pride  and  spirit,  as 
well  as  a  great  deal  of  justice  and  moderation. 
Our  situation  was  not  unlike  that  of  a  young 
man  just  entering  into  life,  and  who,  if  he  tamely 
submitted  to  one  cool,  deliberate,  intentional 
indignity,  might  ssdfely  calculate  to  be  kicked 
and  cuffed  for  the  whole  of  the  remainder  of  his 
life  ;  or,  if  he  should  afterwards  undertake  to 
retrieve  his  character,  must  do  it  at  ten  times 
the  expense  which  it  would  have  cost  him  at 
first  to  support  it.  We  should  clearly  under- 
stand and  define  those  rights  which  as  a  nation 
we  ought  to  support,  and  we  should  support 
them  at  every  hazard.  If  there  be  any  such 
thing  as  rights  between  nations,  surely  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  occupying  the  half  of 
a  continent,  have  a  right  to  navigate  the  seas, 
without  being  molested  by  the  inhabitants  of 
the  little  island  of  Great  Britain. 

It  was  under  these  views  of  the  subject  that 
the  committee  did  not  hesitate  to  give  it  as  their 
opinion,  that  we  ought  to  go  to  war  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  Orders  in  Council.  But  as  to  the 
extent  of  the  war  and  the  time  when  it  should 
be  commenced,  there  would  of  course  be  some 
diversity  of  sentiment  in  the  House,  as  there 
was,  at  first,  in  the  committee. 

That  we  can  contend  with  Great  Britain 
openly  and  even  handed'  on  the  element  where 
she  injures  us,  it  would  be  folly  to  pretend. 
Were  it  even  in  our  power  to  build  a  navy 
which  should  be  able  to  cope  with  her,  no  man 
who  has  any  regard  for  the  happiness  of  the 
people  of  this  country  would  venture  to  advise 
such  a  measure.  All  the  fame  and  glory  which 
the  British  navy  has  acquired  at  sea,  have  been 
dearly  paid  for  in  the  sufferings  and  misery  of 
that  iU-&ted  people  at  home — ^sufferings  occa- 
sioned in  a  great  measure  by  the  expense  of  that 
stupendous  establishment.  But  without  such  a 
navy  the  United  States  could  make  a  serious 
impression  upon  Great  Britain,  even  at  sea. 
We  could  have,  within  six  months  after  a  de- 
claration of  war,  hundreds  of  privateers  in  every 
part  of  the  ocean.  We  could  har  iss,  if  not  de- 
stroy, the  vast  and  profitable  comn»in;e  which 
she  is  constantly  carrying  on  to  evtM-y  part  of 
this  continent.  We  could  destrciy  her  fisheries 
to  the  north ;  we  could  depredate  upon  her 
commerce  to  the  West  India  Islands,  which  is 
passing  by  our  doors ;   we  could  annoy  her 
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trade  along  the  coast  of  Sonth  America ;  we 
could  even  cairy  the  war  to  her  own  shores  in 
Europe. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  had  risen  merely  for  the  purpose 
of  explaining  to  the  House  the  opinion  and  views 
of  the  committee  in  relation  to  the  resolutions 
now  to  be  discussed,  and  he  should  be  satisfied  if 
be  had  been  so  fortunate  as  to  succeed. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first  reso- 
lution for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  present  army, 
&c.,  and  carried. 


Saturday,  December  7. 
Territorial  Government  in  Upper'  Louisiana. 
Mr.  Pleasants  presented  a  remonstrance  and 
petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  St.  Louis,  in 
the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  stating  the  many  in- 
juries and  inconveniences  which  would  result 
from  a  change  in  their  fi)nn  of  government,  and 
praying  that  no  alteration  may  be  made  in  their 
said  form  of  government. — ^Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wl^ole  on  the  bill  providing  for 
the  government  of  the  said  Territory. 


MoiTDAT,  December  9. 
Foreign  Eelatiom. 

The  House  resulhed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations^ 

The  question  beinff  on  the  agreement  to  the 
second  resolution,  authorizing  the  raising  an  ad- 
ditional regular  force — 

Mr.  Gbuitot,  as  a  member  of  the  committee 
I  stated  his  impression  that  this  was  the  vital  part 
of  the  report ;  and  although  he  had  no  desire 
to  prolong  debate,  invited  those  who  were  op- 
posed to  the  report  now  to  come  forward  and 
state  their  objections  to  it. 

Mr.  Randolph  said,  he  was  an  old-fiuihioned 
politician.  In  the  days  of  terror,  we  shrunk  at 
standing  armies ;  and  what  is  the  olyect  now — 
defence  ?  Who  f  Freemen  who  would  not  de- 
fend themselves.  He  would  ask,  if  seven  millions 
of  Americans  were  to  be  protected  in  their  lives 
and  liberties  by  ten  thousand  vagabonds  who 
were  fit  food  for  gunpowder  ?  It  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  know  the  ulterior  views  of  the  com- 
mittee on  this  pomt  It  would  be  proper, 
before  a  vote  was  taken  on  this  resolotion,  to 
know  for  what  purpose  these  additional  troops 
were  wanted.  The  House  ought  not  to  commit 
itself  on  a  question  of  such  magnitude  without 
detailed  information.  He  was  as  much  opposed 
to  raising  standing  armies  now,  as  he  had  been 
in  the  reign  of  terror.  He  had  seen  too  much 
of  the  corruptions  attendant  on  those  establish- 
ments, in  the  course  of  the  investigation  in 
which  he  was  engaged,  not  to  disclaim  all  share 
in  the  creation  of  them.  The  people  of  the 
United  States  could  defend  themselves,  if  neces- 
sary, and  had  no  idea  of  resting  their  defence 
on  mercenaries,  picked  up  from  brothels  and 
tippling  hou8ee--pickpockets  who  have  escaped 
from  Newgate,  &c.,  and  sought  reftige  in  Uiis 
jwylum  of  opiM-essed  humanity.    He  contended 


that  this  resolution  contained  an  onconstitii- 
tional  proportion,  and  that  the  standing  $nnj 
now  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  was 
maintained  in  the  very  teeth  of  that  part  of  the 
constitution  which  declares  that  no  money  for 
the  support  of  a  standing  army  should  be  ap- 
propriated for  more  than  two  years.  He  igtin 
called  for  information  as  to  the  object  of  the 
army  now  proix>sed  to  be  raised;  declaring, 
that,  if  the  President  should  say  they  were  ne- 
cessary for  the  protection  of  New  (MttDs,  to 
be  employed  against  the  Indians,  or  to  repel  in- 
cursions from  Canada,  (although  this  seemed 
not  to  be  much  thought  of,)  he  should  not  re- 
frise  to  grant  them.  He  declared  the  report  to 
be  a  negative  position,  which  could  not  be  com- 
bated except  to  disadvantage.  He  widiedto 
know  the  constitutional  resources  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  expressed  a  hope  that  Hie  renuuts  he 
had  made  would  draw  out  the  talents  of  that  body. 

Mr.  Gbttndt. — ^I  did  not  expect  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  would  have  made  anj  in- 
quiries into  the  motives  or  objects  of  that  com- 
mittee of  which  he  himself  was  a  member.  He, 
sir,  attended  faithfully  to  his  duty,  and  witnefli- 
ed  every  step  the  committee  took.  He  abo 
saw  the  report  before  it  was  made  to  this  Home, 
and  must  have  heard  the  exposition  of  oar  ul- 
terior measures,  as  explained  by  our  Chairman. 
Why,  then,  sir,  shall  he  now  aflect  not  to  nn- 
derstand  us?  Our  object,  by  thoee  who  will 
listen,  shall  not  be  misunderstood.  And,  lb. 
Speaker,  as  I  have  no  political  secrets,  I  feel  no 
hesitation  in  declaring  to  you,  to  this  House,  and 
to  the  nation,  the  view  I  have  taken  of  the  sob- 
ject.  But  before  I  do  this,  it  is  due  to  the  com- 
mittee that  an  explanation  of  their  conduct 
should  take  place. 

So  soon  as  the  Committee  on  our  Foreign  Re- 
lations was  appointed,  we  were  forcibly  im- 
pressed with  the  serious  and  highly  re^nable 
station  you  had  assigned  us  ;  to  that  commit- 
tee, consisting  of  nine  members  only,  were  not 
only  the  eyes  of  this  House  bnt  of  the  nadoa 
turned  ;  and  from  us,  in  this,  the  most  tronbled 
season  our  world  has  ever  known,  was  it  ei- 
pected  that  a  course  of  measures  would  be  re- 
commended, calcukted  to  protect  the  interests  of 
seven  millions  of  people.  Under  this  impres- 
sion, Mr.  Speaker,  we  deemed  it  a  duty  to  take 
time  for  deliberation ;  we  thought  it  better  to 
encounter  the  charse  of  having  acted  in  a  tardj 
and  dilatory  way,  Uian  to  take  a  rash  stqs  by 
which  this  nation  might  be  plunged  into  diffi- 
culties, from  which  it  could  not  be  easily  ex- 
tricated. We  therefore  took  the  necessaiy 
time  to  weigl»  the  arguments  both  for  and 
against  the  me^nres  we  have  recommended ; 
and,  as  far  as  we  were  able,  we  surveyed  the 
consequences  which  were  to  follow  from  the 
course  we  proposed.  We  foresaw,  Mr.  I^eaker, 
that  our  countrymen  were  to  fall  in  the  mei^ 
tated  conflict,  and  that  American  blood  was  to 
stream  afresh.  Nor  were  we  unmindAil  of  the 
expenditure  of  public  treasure.  And,  sir,  what 
cost  me  more  reflection  than  evezy  thipg  ebe^ 
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was  the  new  test  to  whioh  we  are  to  put  this 
GovernmeDt.  We  are  about  to  ascertain  by  ac- 
tual experiment  how  far  our  Republican  institu- 
tions are  calculated  to  stand  the  shock  of  war, 
and  whether,  after  foreign  danger  disappeared, 
we  can  again  assume  our  peaceful  attitude,  with- 
out endangering  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

Against  these  considerations,  weighty  in  them- 
selvea,  jour  committee  felt  themselves  con- 
strained to  decide,  influenced  by  existing  cir- 
comstanoes  of  a  character  too  imperious  to  be 
rented:  these  I  will  enumerate  before  I  sit 
down.  My  business  at  present  is  to  address  a 
particular  portion  of  the  members  of  this  House 
— ^I  mean^  sir,  the  Republican  members — and 
although  what  I  am  about  to  say  might  be  deem- 
ed impolitic  on  ordinary  subjects  of  legislation, 
yet,  at  this  time  and  on  this  occasion,  it  would 
be  criminal  to  conceal  a  single  thought  which 
might  influence  their  determination.  We  should 
now,  Mr.  Speaker,  forget  littie  party  animosi- 
ties, we  should  mingle  minds  freely,  and,  as  far 
as  we  are  able,  commune  with  the  understand- 
ings of  each  other ;  and,  the  decision  once 
made,  let  us  beccnne  one  people,  and  {H-esent  an 
undivided  front  to  the  enemies  of  our  country. 

Republicans  should  never  forget  that  some 
years  ago  a  set  of  men  of  different  p<4}tics  held 
the  reins  of  this  Grovernment,  and  drove  the  car 
of  State;  they  were  charged  with  being  friendly 
to  standing  armies  in  times  of  peace,  and  favor- 
able to  expensive  establishments;  not  for  the 
purpose  of  opposing  foreign  enemies,  but  to  en- 
courage Executive  patronage,  and  to  bring 
these  forces  to  operate  upon  the  people  them- 
selves. These  measures  alarmed  the  Republi- 
cans ;  they  remonstrated,  they  damored,  they 
appealed  to  the  people,  and  by  a  national  sen- 
tence, the  men  then  in  power  were  taken  down 
from  their  high  places,  and  Republican  men 
were  put  in  their  seats. 

If  your  minds  are  resolved  on  war,  you  are 
consistent,  you  are  right,  you  are  still  Republi- 
cans ;  but  u  you  are  not  resolved,  pause  and  re- 
flect, for  should  this  resolution  pass,  and  you 
then  become  fiednt-hearted,  remember  that  you 
have  abandoned  your  old  principles,  and  trod  in 
the  paths  of  your  predecessors. 

According  to  my  view  of  this  subject,  Mr. 
Speakec,  we  now  stand  on  the  bank  ;  one  move- 
ment more,  the  Rubicon  Ib  passed,  we  are  in 
Italy,  and  we  must  nuirch  to  Rome. 

As  a  member  of  the  conmuttee,  I  feel  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying,  that  if  there  be  a  member  here, 
not  determined  to  go  with  us  to  the  extent  of 
our  measures,  I  prefer  now  to  take  my  leave  of 
him,  rather  than  be  deserted  when  tiie  clouds 
darken,  and  the  storm  thickens  upon  us. 

This  admonition  I  owed  to  candor— I  have 
paid  it,  not  because  I  doubted;  my  purpose  is 
aettled,  my  mind  repcses  upon  it  I  may  be  in 
an  error.  If  I  am,  I  hope  my  country  will  for- 
give me.  From  my  God  I  shall  never  need  it, 
because  he  knows  the  purity  of  my  motives. 

What,  Mr.  Speaker,  are  we  now  called  on  to 
decide!    It' is  whether  we  will  resist  by  fbrce 


the  attempt  made  by  that  Government,  to  sub- 
ject our  maritime  rights  to  the  arbitrary  and 
capricious  rule  of  her  will ;  for  my  part  I  am 
not  prepared  to  say  that  this  country  shall  sub- 
mit to  have  her  commerce  interdicted  or  reg- 
ulated by  any  foreign  nation.  Sir,  I  prefer  war 
to  submission. 

Over  and  above  these  unjust  pretensions  oi 
the  British  Government,  for  many  years  past 
they  have  been  in  the  practice  of  impressing 
our  seamen  from  merchant  vessels;  this  unjust 
and  lawless  invasion  of  personal  liberty,  calls 
loudly  for  the  interposition  of  this  Government. 
To  those  better  acquainted  with  the  facts  in  re- 
lation to  it,  I  leave  it  to  fill  up  the  picture. 
My  mind  is  irresistibly  drawn  to  the  West. 

Although  others  may  not  strongly  feel  the 
bearing  which  the  late  transactions  in  that  quar- 
ter have  on  this  subject,  upon  my  mind  they 
have  great  influence.  It  cannot  be  believed  by 
any  man  who  will  reflect  that  the  savage  tribes, 
uninfluenced  by  other  powers,  would  think  of 
making  war  on  the  United  States.  They  un- 
derstand too  well  their  own  weakness,  and  our 
strength.  They  have  already  felt  the  weight 
of  our  arms;  they  know  they  hold  the  very 
soil  on  which  they  live  as  tenants  at  sufferance. 
How,  then,  sir,  are  we  to  account  for  their  late 
conduct  ?  In  one  way  only ;  some  powerful  na- 
tion must  have  intrigued  with  them  and  turned 
their  peaceful  disposition  towards  us  into  hos- 
tUities.  Great  Britain  alone  has  intercourse 
with  those  northern  tribes ;  I  therefore  infer, 
that  if  British  gold  has  not  been  employed,  their 
baubles  and  trinkets,  and  the  promise  of  sup- 
port, and  a  place  of  refuge  if  necessary,  have 
had  their  effect. 

K  I  am  right  in  this  conjecture,  war  is  not  to 
commence  by  sea  or  land,  it  is  already  begun; 
and  some  of  the  richest  blood  of  our  country 
has  siready  been  shed.  Yes,  Mr.  Speaker,  in 
one  individual  has  fallen,  the  honest  man,  the 
orator  and  the  soldier.*  That  he  loved  his  coun- 
try none  can  doubt — ^he  died  to  preserve  its 
honor  and  its  fame — ^I  mean  the  late  com- 
mander of  the  cavalry ;  you,  sir,  who  have  often 
measured  your  strength  with  his  in  forenno  de- 
bate, can  attest  that  he  in  a  good  d^ee  was 
the  pride  of  the  western  country,  and  Kentucky 
claimed  him  as  a  fkvorite  son.  For  his  loss, 
with  those  who  fell  by  his  nde,  the  whole  west- 
em  country  is  ready  to  march;  they  only  wait 
for  our  permission ;  and,  sir,  war  once  declared, 
I  pledge  myself  for  ray  people — they  will  avenge 
the  death  of  their  brethren. 


TuxsDAT,  December  10. 
Ano&er  member,  to  wit,  Jambs  Ooohban, 
ftom  North  Oarolina,  appeared  and  took  his 
seat 

JSji>ant8h  American  Coloniet. 
Mr.  MiTOHiLL,  from  the  committee  appointed 


*  Joseph  Hamilton  DavieM,  oomnundlng  the  expeditloa 
to  TlppeoftBoei  where  he  wee  killed  in  %  night  charge  upon 
the  Indiana; 
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on  tbat  part  of  the  President's  Message  which 
relates  to  the  Spanish  American  Colonies,  made 
a  report,  in  part,  thereon ;  which  was  read  and 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of 
the  President's  Message  as  relates  to  the  Spanish 
American  colonies,  have,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of 
the  House,  deliberately  considered  the  subject  before 
them,  and  directed  a  report,  in  part,  to  be  submitted 
to  the  consideration  of  the  House,  in  the  form  of  a 
public  declaration,  as  follows : 

Whereas  several  of  the  American  Spanish  prov- 
inces have  represented  to  the  United  States  that  it  has 
been  found  expedient  for  them  to  associate  and  ibrm 
Federal  Crovemments  upon  the  elective  and  represent- 
ative plan,  and  to  dedare  themselves  free  and  inde- 
pendent— Therefore  be  it 

Jiesohedj  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepreeenUUivea 
of  the  UnUed  Stales  of  America  in  Congress  anemibled, 
That  they  behold  with  friendly  interest,  the  establish- 
ment of  independent  sovereignties  by  the  Spanish 
provinces  in  America,  consequent  upon  the  actual 
state  of  the  monarchy  to  which  they  belonged ;  that 
as  neighbors  and  inhabitants  of  the  same  hemisphere 
the  United  States  feel  great  solicitude  for  their  wel- 
fare ;  and  that  when  those  provinces  shall  have  at- 
tained the  condition  of  nations,  by  the  just  exercise 
of  their  rights,  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives will  unite  with  the  Executive,  in  establiahing 
with  them  as  sovereign  and  independent  States,  such 
amicable  relations  and  commercial  intaiooorae  as 
may  require  their  Legislative  authority. 

Foreign  Selatiom. 

The  order  of  the  day  bemg  called  for,  the 
Speakeb  observed,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  on  the  right  of  the  Chair  was  entitled 
to  the  floor. 

Mr.  RANDOLPn  rose.  He  expressed  his  sense 
of  the  motive  which  had  induced  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Gbitndt)  to  move  the  ad- 
journment, yesterday,  and  of  the  politeness  of 
the  House  in  granting  it ;  at  the  same  time  de- 
daring  that  in  point  of  fact  he  had  little  cause 
to  be  thankful  for  the  fayor,  well  intended  as 
he  knew  it  to  have  been — since  he  felt  himself 
even  less  capable  of  proceeding  with  his  argu- 
ment, than  he  had  been  on  the  preceding  diay. 

It  was  a  question,  as  it  had  been  presented 
to  the  House,  of  peace  or  war.  In  that  light  it 
had  been  argued ;  in  no  other  light  could  he 
consider  it,  after  the  declaration  made  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations. 
Without  intending  any  disrespect  to  the  Chair, 
he  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  if  the  decidon 
yesterday  was  correct,  "That  it  was  not  in  or- 
der to  advance  any  argoments  against  the  reso- 
lution, drawn  from  topics  before  other  commit- 
tees of  the  House,"  the  whole  debate,  nay,  the 
report  itself  on  which  they  were  acting,  was 
disorderly;  since  the  increase  of  the  military 
force  was  a  subject  at  that  time  in  agitation  by 
the  select  committee  raised  on  that  branch  of 
the  President's  Message.  But  it  was  impossible 
that  the  discussion  of  a  question  broad  as  the 
wide  ocean  of  our  foreign  concerns — ^in  voicing 


every  consideration  of  interest,  of  right,  of  hiq>- 
piness  and  of  safety  at  home — ^touching  in  ev^ 
point,  all  that  was  dear  to  freemen,  ^*  their  lives, 
their  fortunes,  and  their  sacred  honor  1  '^-— oould 
be  tied  down  by  the  narrow  rules  of  technical 
routine.  The  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations 
had  indeed  decided  that  the  subject  of  armiog 
the  militia  (which  he  had  pressed  upon  them 
as  indispensable  to  the  public  security)  did  not 
come  within  the  scope  of  their  authority.  On 
what  ground,  he  had  been  and  still  was  unable 
to  see,  Uiey  had  felt  themselves  authorized 
(when  that  subject  was  before  another  oonmiit- 
tee)  to  recommend  the  rabing  of  standing  ar- 
mies, with  a  view  (as.  had  been  dedared)  d 
immediate  war — a  war  not  of  defence,  bat  ci 
conqnest,  of  aggrandizement,  of  ambition;  a  war 
foreign  to  the  interests  of  this  country,  to  the 
interests  of  humanity  itselt 

He  knew  not  how  gentlemen,  calling  them- 
selves republicans,  coiSd  advocate  such  a  war. 
What  was  their  doctrine  in  1798-'9,  when  the 
command  of  the  army — that  highest  of  aU  pos- 
sible trusts  in  any  Government,  be  the  fona 
what  it  maj — ^was  reposed  in  the  bosom  ai  the 
Father  of  his  Country,  the  sanctuary  of  a  na- 
tion's love,  the  only  hope  that  never  came  in 
vain  I  When  other  worthies  of  the  Revolution 
— Hamilton,  Pinckney,  and  the  younger  Wash- 
ington — ^men  of  tried  patriotism,  of  approved 
conduct  and  valor,  of  untarnished  honor,  held 
subordinate  conunand  under  him!  Republi- 
cans were  then  unwilling  to  trust  a  standing 
army,  even  to  his  hands  who  had  givenproof 
that  he  was  above  all  human  temptation.  Where 
now  Ib  the  Revolutionary  hero  to  whom  jon 
are  about  to  confide  this  sacred  trust  f  To  whom 
will  you  confide  the  charge  of  leading  the  flower 
of  our  youth  to  the  Heights  of  Abraham  f  Will 
you  find  him  in  the  person  of  an  acquitted  felon  f 
What  I  then  you  were  unwilling  to  vote  an  ar- 
my where  such  men  as  had  been  named  held 
high  command  1  when  Washikqton  himself  was 
at  the  head — did  you  then  show  such  reluctance, 
feel  such  scruples ;  and  are  you  now  nothiog 
loth,  fearless  of  every  consequence  t  WiH  tou 
say  that  your  provocations  were  less  then  than 
now  ?  When  your  direct  commerce  was  intffl^ 
dieted — ^yonr  Ambassadors  hooted  with  deriskn 
from  the  French  Court — tribute  demanded--«o- 
tual  war  waged  upon  you  I 

Those  who  opposed  the  army  then  were  in- 
deed denounced  as  the  partisans  of 'France;  as 
the  same  men — some  of  them  at  least— «re  now 
held  up  as  the  advocates  of  England ;  thoae  firm 
and  undeviating  Republicans  who  then  dared, 
and  now  dare,  to  cUng  to  the  ark  of  the  consti- 
tution, to  defend  it  even  at  the  expense  of  their 
fame,  rather  than  surrender  theniselves  to  the 
wild  projects  of  mad  ambition  I  There  was  a 
fatality  attending  plenitude  of  power.  Soon 
or  late  some  mania  seises  upon  its  posseaaors-^ 
they  fall  from  the  dizzy  height  through  the  giddi- 
ness of  their  own  heads.  Like  a  vastestate,  fae^ 
ed  up  by  the  labor  and  industry  a(  one  man, 
whidi  sddom  survives  the  thirvi  generatioa'' 
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power,  gained  by  patient  assiduity,  by  a  faithful 
and  regolar  dischai^e  of  its  attendant  duties,  sood 
gets  above  its  own  origin.  Intoxicated  with  their 
own  greatness  the  Federal  party  fell.  "Will  not 
the  same  causes  prodnce  the  same  effects  now 
as  then?  Sir,  yon  may  raise  this  army,  you 
may  build  up  this  vast  structure  of  patronage, 
this  mij^hty  apparatus  of  favoritism ;  but — "  lay 
not  the  flattering  unction  to  your  souls" — ^you 
will  never  live  to  enjoy  the  succession.  You 
sign  your  political  death  warrant. 

Mr.  R.  here  adverted  to  the  provocation  to 
hostilities  from  shutting  up  the  Mississippi  by 
Spain  in  1808 — ^but  more  fnlly  to  the  conduct 
of  the  House  in  1805-6,  under  the  strongest  of 
all  imaginable  provocatives  to  war ;  the  actual 
invasion  of  our  country.  He  read  various  pas- 
sages from  the  President's  public  Message  of 
December  8, 1805. 

Mr.  R.  said  that  the  pecnliar  situation  of  the 
frontier,  at  that  time  insulted,  had  alone  in- 
duced the  committee  to  recommend  the  raidng 
of  regular  troops.  It  was  too  remote  from  the 
population  of  the  country  for  the  militia  to  act, 
in  repelling  and  chastising  Spanish  incursion. 
New  Orleans  and  its  dependencies  were  sepa- 
rated by  a  vast  extent  of  wilderness  from  the 
settlements  of  the  old  United  States;  filled  with 
a  disloyal  and  turbulent  people,  alien  to  our  in- 
stitutions, language  and  manners,  and  disaffected 
towards  our  Government.  Little  reliance  could 
be  placed  upon  them,  and  it  was  plain,  that  if 
*^it  was  the  intention  of  Spain  to  advance  on 
our  possessions  until  she  should  be  repulsed  by 
an  opposing  force,"  that  force  must  be  a  regular 
army,  unless  we  were  disposed  to  abandon  all 
the  country  south  of  Tennessee.  That  if  *'  the 
protection  of  our  citizens  and  tlie  spirit  and  the 
honor  of  our  country  required  that  force  should 
be  interposed,"  nothing  remained  but  for  the 
L^islature  to  grant  the  only  practicable  means, 
or  to  shrink  from  the  most  sacred  of  all  its  du- 
ties— ^to  abandon  the  soil  and  its  inhabitants  to 
the  tender  mercies  of  hostile  invaders. 

Yet  this  report,  moderate  as  it  was,  had  been 
deemed  of  too  strong  a  character  by  the  House. 
It  was  rejected  :  and,  at  the  motion  ot  a  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Bidwell,) — 
who  had  since  taken  a  great  fancy  also  to 
Canada,*  and  marched  off  thither,  in  advance  of 
the  committee  of  Foreign  Relations — "  $2,000,- 
000,  were  appropriated  towards  "  (not  in  full 
of)  "any  extraordinary  expense  which  might 
be  incurred  in  the  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  foreign  nations :  "  in  other 
words,  to  buy  off,  at  Paris,  Spanish  aggressions 
at  home. 

Was  this  fact  given  in  evidence  of  our  impar- 

*  Wli«re  he  became  »  member  of  the  Gonadlaa  Parlia- 
ment, and  as  zealoas  for  King  Qeorge  as  he  had  been  in 
Congreas  for  Mr.  Jefferson  after  his  sadden  converaion  to  the 
KepnbUcan  party  and  Its  oflSces.  When  Mr.  Randolph 
wonld  be  tannted  with  his  abandonment  of  If  r.  Jefferson,  he 
was  aeenstomed  to  say  that  he  left  him  when  Bamabaa 
BldweD  (for  Bamabaa  was  hla  name)  joined  him. 


tiality  towards  the  belligerents  ? — that  to  the 
insults  and  injuries  and  actual  invasion  of  one  of 
them  we  opposed  not  bullets,  but  dollars;  that 
to  Spanish  invasion  we  opposed  money,  whilst 
for  British  aggression  on  the  high  seas  we  had 
arms;  offensive  war?  Bat  Spain  was  then 
shielded,  as  well  as  instigated,  by  a  greater 
power.  Hence  our  respect  for  her.  Had  we 
at  that  time  acted  as  we  ought  to  have  done  in 
defence  of  rights,  of  the  natale  solum  itsehT,  we 
should  (he  felt  confident)  have  avoided  that 
series  of  insult^  disgrace,  and  injury,  which  had 
been  poured  out  upon  us  in  long  unbroken  suc- 
cession. We  would  not  then  raise  a  small  reg- 
ular force  for  a  country  where  the  militia  could 
not  act,  to  defend  our  own  Territory ;  now,  we 
are  willing  to  levy  a  great  army,  for  groat  it 
must  be,  to  accomplish  the  proposed  object^  for 
a  war  of  conquest  and  ambition — and  this,  too, 
at  the  very  entrance  of  the  "  Northern  B&ve," 
of  the  strongest  part  of  the  Union. 

An  insinuation  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Gbuiidt,)  that  the  late 
massacre  of  our  brethren  on  the  Wabash  had 
been  instigated  by  the  British  Gh)vemment.  Has 
the  President  given  any  such  information  f  has 
the  gentleman  received  any  such,  even  infor- 
mally, from  any  officer  of  this  Government  ?  Is 
it  so  believed  by  the  Administration  ?  He  had 
cause  to  think  the  contrary  to  be  the  fact; 
that  such  was  not  their  opinion.  This  insinua- 
tion was  of  the  grossest  kind — a  presumption 
the  most  rash,  tiie  most  unjustifiable.  Show 
but  good  ground  for  it,  he  would  give  up  ^e 
question  at  the  threshold — he  was  ready  to 
march  to  Canada.  It  was  indeed  well  calculat- 
ed to  excite  the  feelings  of  the  Western  people 
particularly,  who  were  not  quite  so  tenderly 
attached  to  our  red  brethren  as  some  modem 
philosophers ;  but  it  was  destitute  of  any  founda- 
tion, beyond  mere  surmise  and  suspicion. 
What  would  be  thought,  if,  without  any  proof 
whatsoever,  a  member  should  rise  in  his  place 
and  tell  us,  that  the  massacre  in  Savannah,  a 
massacre  perpetrated  by  civilized  savages,  with 
French  commissions  in  their  pockets,  was  ex- 
cited by  the  French  Grovemment  ?  There  was 
an  easy  and  natnral  solution  of  the  late  tran.sac- 
tion  on  the  Wabash,  in  the  well-known  charac- 
ter of  the  aboriginal  savage  of  North  America, 
without  resorting  to  any  such  mere  conjecturu 
estimate.  He  was  sorry  to  say,  that  for  this 
signal  calamity  and  disgrace  the  House  was,  in 
part,  at  least)  answerable.  Session  after  session, 
their  table  nad  been  piled  up  with  Indian 
treaties,  for  which  the  appropriations  had  been 
voted  as  a  matter  of  course,  without  ez^nina* 
tion.  Advantage  had  been  taken  of  the  spirit 
of  the  Indians,  brc^en  by  the  war  which  ended 
in  the  Treaty  of  Greenville.  Under  the  as- 
cendency then  acquired  over  them,  they  had 
been  pent  up  by  subsequent  treaties  into  nooks 
straitened  in  their  quarters  by  a  blind  cupid- 
ity, seeking  to  extinguish  their  title  to  immense 
wildernesses,  for  which  (possessing,  as  we  do 
already,  more  land  than  we  can  sell  or  use)  we 
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ehall  not  have  occasion,  for  half  a  oentnry  to 
come.  It  was  our  own  thirst  for  territory,  oar 
own  want  of  moderation,  that  had  driven  these 
sons  of  nature  to  desperation,  of  which  we  felt 
the  effects 

Mr.  B.,  although  not  personally  acquainted 
with  the  late  Colonel  Daviess,  felt,  he  was  per- 
soaded,  as  deep  and  serious  regret  for  his  loss 
as  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  himself.  He 
knew  him  only  through  the  r^resentation  of 
a  friend  of  the  deceased,  (Mr.  Rowan,)  some  time 
a  member  of  that  House ;  a  man,  who,  for  na^ 
tive  force  of  intellect,  manliness  of  character,* 
and  high  sense  of  honor,  was  not  inferior  to  any 
that  had  ever  sat  there.  With  him  he  sympar 
thized  in  the  severest  calamity  that  could  befall 
a  man  of  his  cast  of  character.  Would  to  God 
they  were  both  then  on  the  floor  I  From  bis 
personal  knowledge  of  the  one,  he  felt  confident 
that  he  would  have  his  support — ^and  he  believed 
(judging  of  him  from  the  representation  of  their 
common  friend)  of  the  otlier  also. 

He  could  but  smile  at  the  hberality  of  the 
gentleman,  in  giving  Oanada  to  New  York,  in 
order  to  strengthen  the  Northern  balance  of 
power,  while  at  the  same  time  he  forwamed 
her  that  the  Western  scale  must  preponderate. 
Mr.  R.  said  that  he  could  almost  fancy  that  he 
saw  the  Capitol  in  motion  towards  the  falls  of 
Ohio— after  a  short  sojourn  taking  its  flight  to 
the  Mississippi,  and  finally  alighting  on  Darien ; 
which,  when  the  gentleman's  dreams  are  real- 
ized, will  be  a  most  eligible  seat  of  government 
for  the  new  Republic  (or  Empire)  of  the  two 
Americas  I  But  it  seemed  that  *^  in  1808  we 
talked  and  acted  foolishly,"  and  to  give  some 
o&lor  of  consistency  to  that  folly,  we  must  now 
commit  a  greater.  Really  he  could  not  conceive 
of  a  weaker  reason  offered  in  support  of  a  pres- 
ent measure,  than  the  justification  of  a  former 
folly.  He  hoped  wo  should  act  a  wiser  part — 
take  warning  by  our  follies,  mnce  we  had  become 
sensible  of  them,  and  resolve  to  talk  and  act 
foolishly  no  more.  It  was  indeed  high  time  to 
^ve  over  such  preposterous  language  and  pro- 
ceedings. 

This  war  of  conquest,  a  war  f5r  the  acquisitbn 
of  territory  and  subjects,  is  to  be  a  new  com- 
mentary on  the  doctrine  that  Republics  are  des- 
titute of  ambition — ^that  they  are  addicted  to 
peace,  wedded  to  the  happiness  and  safety  of 
the  great  body  of  their  people.  But  it  seems 
this  is  to  be  a  holiday  campaign — ^there  is  to  be 
no  expense  of  blood,  or  treasure,  on  our  part — 
Oanada  is  to  conquer  herself-Hsne  is  to  be  sub- 
dued by  the  principles  of  fraternity.  The  peo- 
ple of  that  country  are  first  to  be  seduced  from 
their  allegiance,  and  converted  into  traitors,  as 
preparatory  to  the  making  them  good  citizens. 
Although  he  must  acknowledge  that  some  of 
our  flaming  patriots  were  thus  manufactured, 
he  did  not  think  the  process  would  hold  good 
with  a  whole  commumty.  It  was  a  dangerous 
experiment  We  were  to  succeed  in  the  french 
mode  by  the  system  of  fraternization— all  is 
French!  but  how  dreadfully  it  might  be  retort- 1 


ed  on  the  Southern  and  Western  staveholdbg 
States.  He  detested  this  subopation  of  tretsoD. 
No— if  he  must  have  them,  m  them  fall  bj  the 
valor  of  our  arms,  by  fair,  legitimate  oonqoest; 
not  become  the  victims  of  treacherous  Mdoo- 
tion. 

He  was  not  surprised  at  the  war  spirit  which 
was  manifesting  itself  in  oentlemea  from  the 
South.  In  the  year  1805-6,  in  a  struggle  for 
the  carrying  trade  of  belligerent  ooloDisl  pro- 
duce, this  country  has  been  most  unwisely 
brought  into  colMon  with  the  great  powers  of 
Europe.  By  a  series  of  most  impolitic  aud  ram- 
ous  measures,*  utterly  incomprehensible  to 
every  rational,  sober-minded  maiL  the  Boothem 
planters,  by  their  own  votes,  had  succeeded  in 
knocking  down  the  price  of  cotton  to  Bereo 
cents,  and  of  tobacco  (a  few  choice  crops  ex- 
cepted) to  nothing — and  in  rabing  the  price  of 
blankets,  (of  which  a  few  would  not  be  anu« 
in  a  Canadian  campaign,)  coaise  woollens,  and 
eveiT  article  of  first  necessity,  three  or  four 
hundred  per  cent.  And  now  that^  by  our  own 
acts,  we  have  brought  ourselves  into  thisnnpre- 
cedented  condition,  we  must  get  out  of  it  in  any 
way,  but  by  an  acknowledgment  of  our  on 
want  of  wisdom  and  forecast.  But  is  war  the 
true  remedy  ?  Who  will  profit  by  it?  Specn- 
lators — a  few  lucky  merchants,  who  draw  prizes 
in  the  lottery— commissaries  and  contractors. 
Who  must  suffer  by  it?  The  people.  It  b 
their  blood,  their  taxes,  that  must  flow  to  sap- 
port  it. 

But  gentlemen  avowed  that  they  would  not 
go  to  war  for  the  carrying  trade— that  is,  for 
any  other  but  the  direct  export  and  import 
trade — ^that  whidi  carries  our  native  products 
abroad,  and  brings  back  the  return  cai^;  and 
yet  they  stickle  for  our  commercial  rights,  and 
will  go  to  war  for  them  t  He  wished  to  know, 
in  point  of  principle,  what  difference  gentlemen 
could  point  out  between  the  absndonment  of 
this  or  of  l^at  maritime  right  f  Do  gentlemen 
assume  the  lofty  port  and  tone  of  cbivahoos  re- 
dressers  of  maritime  wrongs,  and  dedare  their 
readiness  to  surrender  every  other  maritime 
right,  provided  they  may  remain  unmolested  in 
the  exercise  of  the  humble  privilege  <^  carrying 
their  own  produce  abroad,  and  bringing  back  a 
return  cargo  f  Do  you  make  this  declaration 
to  the  enemy  at  the  outset  ?  Do  you  state  the 
minimum  with  which  yon  will  be  contented, 
and  put  it  in  her  power  to  dose  with  yoor  pro- 
posal at  her  option ;  give  her  the  basb  of  a 
treaty  ruinous  and  disgraceful  beyond  example 
and  expression?  and  this,  too,  after  bsTing 
turned  up  your  nose  in  disaain  at  the  treaties 
of  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Monroe  1  Will  yon  say  to 
England,  "  end  the  war  when  you  please,  give 
us  the  direct  trade  in  our  own  produce,  we  are 
content?"  But  what  will  the  merchants  of 
Salem,  and  Boston,  and  New  York,  and  Philar 
delphia,  and  Baltimore,  the  men  of  Marblebead 
andjOape  Ood,  say  to  this?    Will  they  join  ina 
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war  professing  to  have  for  its  object  what  they 
would  consider  ^and  justly  too)  as  the  sacrifice 
of  their  maritiioB  rights,  yet  affecting  to  be  a 
war  for  the  protection  of  commerce  f 

He  was  gratified  to  find  gentlemen  acknowl* 
edging  the  demoralizing  and  destructive  con- 
sequences  of  the  non-importation  law — confess- 
ing the  truth  of  all  that  its  opponents  foretold 
when  it  was  enacted.  And  will  you  plunge 
yourselves  in  war,  because  you  have  passed  a 
foolish  and  ruinous  law,  and  are  ashamed  to 
repeal  it  ?  ^*  But  our  good  friend  the  French 
Emperor  stands  in  the  way  of  its  repeal,"  and 
as  we  cannot  go  too  far  in  making  sacrifices  to 
him,  who  has  given  such  demonstration  of  his 
love  for  the  Americans,  we  must,  in  point  of 
iaoi,  become  parties  V>  bis  war.  '^  Who  can 
be  80  cruel  as  to  refuse  him  this  favor  ?*'  His 
imagination  shrunk  from  the  miseries  of  such 
a  connection.  He  called  upon  the  House  to  re- 
flect whether  they  were  not  about  to  abandon 
all  reclamation  for  the  unparalleled  outrages, 
"  insults  and  injuries  "  of  tne  French  Govern- 
ment, to  give  up  our  claim  for  plundered  mil- 
lions ;  and  asked  what  reparation  or  atonement 
they  could  expect  to  obtain  in  hours  of  future 
dalliance,  after  they  should  have  made  a  tender 
of  their  person  to  this  great  defiowerer  of  the 
virginity  of  republics.  We  had  by  our  own 
wise  (he  would  not  say  wUe-oGre)  measures,  so 
increased  the  trade  and  wealth  of  Montreal  and 
Quebec,  that  at  last  we  began  to  cast  a  wishful 
eye  at  Canada.  Having  done  so  much  towards 
its  improvement  by  the  exercise  of  ^^  our  re- 
strictive energies,"  we  began  to  think  the  laborer 
worthy  of  his  hire,  and  to  put  in  claim  for  our 
portion.  Suppose  it  ours,  are  we  any  nearer  to 
our  point  ?  As  his  Minister  said  to  the  King  of 
Epirus,  "  may  we  not  as  well  take  our  bottle  of 
wine  before  as  after  this  exploit?"  Go  I  march 
to  Canada !  leave  the  broad  bosom  of  the  Chesa- 
peake and  her  hundred  tributary  rivers — the 
whole  line  of  seacoast  from  Machias  to  St. 
Mary's  unprotected  I  You  have  taken  Quebec — 
have  you  conquered  England  ?  Will  you  seek  for 
the  deep  foundations  of  her  power  in  the  frozen 
deserts  of  Labrador  f 

*<  Her  maich  is  <m  the  moantain  wave, 
Her  home  is  on  the  deep ! " 

Will  you  call  upon  her  to  leave  your  ports 
and  harbors  untouched,  only  just  till  you  can 
return  from  Canada  to  defend  them?  The 
coast  is  to  be  left  defenceless,  whilst  men  of  the 
interior  are  revelling  in  conquest  and  spoil. 
But  grant  for  a  moment,  for  mere  argument's 
sake,  that  in  Canada  yon  touched  the  sinews  of 
her  strength,  instead  of  removing  a  clog  upon 
her  resources — an  encumbrance,  but  one,  which, 
from  a  spirit  of  honor,  she  will  vigorously  de- 
fend. In  what  situation  would  you  then  place 
some  of  the  best  men  of  the  nation?  As  Chat- 
ham and  Burke,  and  the  whole  band  of  her  pa- 
triots, prayed  for  h&r  defeat  in  1776,  so  must 
some  of  the  truest  friends  to  their  country  de- 
precate the  success-  of  our  arms  against  the  only 


power  that  holds  in  check  the  arch-enemy  of 
mankind. 

Mr.  B.  declared  that  the  committee  had  out- 
stripped  the  Executive.  In  designating  the 
power  against  whom  this  force  was  to  be  em- 
ployed— as  had  most  unadvisably  been  done  in 
the  preamble  or  manifesto  with  which,  the  reso- 
lutions were  prefaced — ^they  had  not  consulted 
the  views  of  the  Executive ;  that  designation 
was  equivalent  to  an  abandonment  of  all  our 
claims  on  the  French  Government.  No  sooner 
was  the  report  laid  on  the  table,  than  the  vul- 
tures were  flocking  round  their  prey,  the  car- 
cass of  a  great  Military  Establidhment — ^men  of 
tainted  reputation,  of  broken  fortunes  (if  they 
ever  had  any)  and  of  battered  constitutions. 
*^  choice  spirits,  tired  of  the  dull  pursuits  of 
civil  life,"  were  seeking  after  agencies  and  com- 
missions; willing  to  doze  in  gross  stupidity 
over  the  public  fire ;  to  light  the  public  candle 
at  both  ends.  Honorable  men  undoubtedly 
there  were  ready  to  serve  their  country,  but 
what  man  of  spirit,  or  of  self-respect,  would  ac- 
cept a  commission  in  the  present  army? 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Gbundt) 
had  addressed  himself^  yesterday,  exclusively  to 
the  "Eepublicans  of  this  House."-  Mr.  R. 
knew  not  whether  he  might  consider  himself  as 
entitled  to  any  part  of  the  benefit  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman's  discourse.  It  belonged  not, 
however,  to  that  gentleman  to  decide.  If  we 
must  have  an  exposition  of  the  doctrines  of 
Republicanism,  he  should  receive  it  from  the 
fathers  of  the  Church,  and  not  from  the  junior 
apprentices  of  the  law.  He  should  appeal  to 
his  worthy  friends  from  Carolina,  (Messrs.  Ma- 
con and  Stantobd,)  **men  with  whom  he  had 
measured  his  strength,"  by  whose  side  he  had 
fouffht  during  the  reign  of  terror,  for  it  was  in- 
deed an  hour  of  corruption,  of  oppression,  of 
pollution.  It  was  not  at  all  to  his  taste,  thai 
sort  of  Republicanism  which  was  supported  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic  by  the  father  of  the 
sedition  law,  John  Adams,  and  by  Peter  Porcu- 
pine on  the  other.  Republicanism  I  of  John 
Adams  I  and  William  Cobbett!  Far  tuMU 
fratfUTOy  now  united  as  in  1798,  whom  the 
cruel  walls  of  Newgate  alone  keep  from  flying 
to  each  other's  embrace — ^bnt  whom,  in  senti- 
ment it  is  impossible  to  divide!  Gallant  cru- 
saders in  the  holy  cause  of  Republicanism  I 
Such  "Republicanism  does  indeed  mean  any 
thing  or  nothing." 

Our  people  will  not  submit  to  be  taxed  for 
this  war  of  conquest  and  dominion.  The  GU>v- 
emment  of  the  United  States  was  not  calculat- 
ed to  wage  offensive  foreign  war — ^it  was  insti- 
tuted for  the  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare; and  whosoever  should  embark  in  a  war 
of  offence,  would  put  it  to  a  t^  which  it  was 
by  no  means  calculated  to  endure.  Make  it  out 
that  Great  Britain  had  instigated  the  Indians 
on  the  late  occasion,  and  he  was  ready  for 
battle ;  but  not  for  dominion.  He  was  unwill- 
ing, however,  under  present  circumstances^  to 
take  Canada,  at  the  risk  of  the  constituti(m-4o 
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embark  in  common  caose  with  France  and  be 
dragged  at  the  wheels  of  the  car  of  some  Burr 
or  Bonaparte.  For  a  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
or  Genesee,  or  Lake  Champlain,  there  may  be 
some  prospect  of  advantage.  Their  hemp  wonld 
bear  a  great  price  by  the  exclusion  of  foreign 
Bnpply.  In  that  too  the  great  importers  were 
deeply  interested.  The  npper  countiy  on  the 
Hnoson  and  the  Lakes  womd  be  enriched  by 
the  supplies  for  the  troops,  which  they  alone 
could  fiimish.  They  would  have  the  exclusive 
market:  to  say  nothing  of  the  increased  pre- 
ponderance from  the  acquisition  of  Canada  and 
that  section  of  the  Union,  which  the  Southern 
and  Western  States  had  already  felt  so  severely 
in  the  apportionment  bill. 

Mr.  R.  adverted  to  the  defenceless  state  of 
oar  seaports,  and  particularly  of  the  Chesapeake. 
A  sin^e  spot  only,  on  botii  shores,  might  be 
considered  in  tolerable  security — ^from  the  na- 
ture of  the  port  and  the  strength  of  the  popula- 
tion— and  that  spot  unhappily  governed  the 
whole  State  of  Maryland.  His  friend,  the  late 
Gk)vernor  of  Maryland,  (Mr.  Llotd,)  at  the  very 
time  he  was  bringing  his  warlike  resolutions 
before  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  was  liable, 
on  any  night,  to  be  taken  out  of  his  bed,  and 
carried  off  with  hia  fiunily,  by  the  most  con- 
temptible picaroon.  Such  was  the  situation  of 
many  a  family  in  Maryland  and  lower  Virginia. 

Mr.  R.  dwelt  on  the  danger  arising  from  the 
black  population.  He  said  he  would  touch  Hiis 
subject  as  tenderly  as  possible — ^it  was  with  re- 
luctance that  he  touched  it  at  all — ^but  in  cases 
of  gp-eat  emergency,  the  State  physician  must 
not  be  deterred  by  a  sickly,  hysterical  humanity, 
from  probing  the  wound  of  his  patient — he 
must  not  be  withheld  by  a  fastidious  and  mis- 
taken humanity  from  representing  his  true  situ- 
ation to  his  friends,  or  even  to  the  sick  man 
himself,  where  the  occasion  called  for  it  What 
was  the  situation  of  the  slaveholding  States! 
During  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  so  fixed 
were  their  habits  of  subordination,  that  when 
ihe  whole  souUiern  country  was  overrun  by  the 
enemy,  who  invited  them  to  desert,  no  fear 
was  ever  entertained  of  an  insurrection  of  the 
siaT^.  During  the  war  of  seven  years,  with 
our  country  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  no  such 
danger  was  ever  apprehended.  But  should  we 
therefore  be  unobservant  spectators  of  the  pro- 
gress of  society,  within  tlie  last  twenty  years — 
of  the  silent  and  powerful  change  wrought  by 
time  and  chance,  upon  its  composition  and 
temper  ?  When  the  fountains  of  the  great  deep 
of  abomination  were  broken  up,  even  the  poor 
slaves  had  not  escaped  the  general  deluge.  The 
French  Revolution  had  polluted  even  them. 
Nay,  there  had  not  been  wanting  men  in  that 
House,  witness  their  Legislative  Legendre,  the 
butcher  w!iO  once  held  a  seat  there,  to  preach 
upon  that  floor  these  imprescriptible  rights  to  a 
crowded  audience  of  blacks  in  the  galleries — 
teaching  them  that  they  are  equal  to  ther  mas- 
ters ;  in  other  words,  advising  them  to  cut  their 
throats.     Similar  doctrines  were  disseminated 


by  peddlers  from  New  England  and  elsewhere, 
throughout  the  soutiiem  country — and  masten 
have  been  found  so  inflEituated,  as  by  their  lives 
and  conversation,  by  a  general  contempt  <tf 
order,  morality,  and  religion,  nnthinkm^y  to 
cherish  these  seeds  of  self-destruction  to  ihem 
and  their  families.  What  was  the  consequence? 
Within  the  last  ten  years,  repeated  akams  of 
insurrection  among  the  slaves — some  of  them 
awful  indeed.  From  the  spreading  of  this  in- 
fernal doctrine,  the  whole  southern  country  had 
been  thrown  into  a  state  of  insecurity.  Men  dead 
to  the  operation  of  moral  causes,  had  taken 
away  from  the  poor  slave  his  habits  of  loyalty 
and  obedience  to  his  master,  which  lightened 
his  servitude  by  a  double  operation ;  beguiling 
his  own  cares  and  disarming  his  master's  bq9- 
picions  and  severity;  and  now,  like  tme  em- 
pirics in  politics,  tou  are  called  upon  to  trust  to 
the  mere  physical  strength  of  the  fetter  which 
holds  him  in  bondage.  You  have  deprived  him 
of  all  moral  restraint,  you  have  tempted  him  to 
eat  of  the  fruit  of  the  tree  of  knowledge,  jost 
enough  to  perfect  him  in  wickedness ;  you  have 
opeAed  his  eyes  to  his  nakedness;  you  have 
armed  his  nature  against  the  hand  that  has  fed, 
that  has  clothed  him,  that  has  cherished  him  in 
sickness ;  that  hand,  which  before  he  became  a 
pupil  of  your  school,  he  had  been  accustomed 
to  press  with  respectful  affection.  Ton  have 
done  all  this — ^and  then  show  him  the  gibbet 
and  the  wheel,  as  incentives  to  a  sullen,  repug- 
nant obedience.  Grod  forbid,  sir^  that  the 
Southern  States  should  ever  see  an  enemy  on 
their  shores,  with  these  infernal  principles  of 
French  fraternity  in  the  van !  While  talking 
of  taking  Canada,  some  of  us  were  shuddering 
for  our  own  safety  at  home.  He  spoke  from 
facts,  when  he  said  that  the  night-bell  never 
tolled  for  fire  in  Richmond  that  the  mother  did 
not  hug  her  infant  more  closely  to  her  bosooL 
He  had  been  a  witness  of  some  of  the  alarms  In 
the  oapitaJ  of  Virginia. 

,  Mr.  R.  then  proceeded  to  notice  the  unjost 
and  illiberal  imputation  of  British  attachmenta^ 
against  certain  characters  in  this  country,  some- 
times insinuated  in  that  House,  but  openly 
avowed  out  of  it.  Against  whom  were  these 
charges  brought?  Against  men,  who  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution  were  in  the  councils  of 
the  nation,  or  fighting  the  battles  of  your  coon- 
try.  And  by  whom  were  they  made?  By 
runaways,  chiefly  from  the  British  dominiona, 
since  the  breaking  out  of  the  French  troubles. 
He  indignantly  said — it  is  insufferable.  It  ^n- 
not  be  borne.  It  must,  and  ought,  with  severity, 
be  put  down  in  this  House,  and,  out  of  it,  to 
meet  the  lie  direct.  We  have  no  fellow  feeling 
for  the  suffering  and  oppressed  Spaniards! 
Yet  even  them  we  do  not  reprobate.  Strange  1 
that  we  should  have  no  objection  td  any  people 
or  Government  civilized  or  savage,  in  the 
whole  world.  The  great  Autocrat  of  all  the 
Russias  receives  the  nomage  of  our  high  con- 
sideration. The  Dey  of  Algiers  and  his  Divan 
of  Pirates  are  very  civil,  good  sort  ol  people, 
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with  whom  we  find  no  difficulty  in  maintaining 
the  relations  of  peace  and  amity — *^Txu*k8, 
Jews,  and  Infidels ; "  Mellimelli,  or  the  Little 
Tortle ;  barbarians  and  savages  of  every  clime 
and  color,  are  welcome  to  our  arms.  With 
chiefs  of  banditti,  negro  or  mulatto,  we  can 
treat  and  can  trade.  Name,  however,  but 
England,  and  all  our  antipathies  are  up  in  arms 
against  her.  Against  whom?  Against  those 
whose  blood  runs  in  our  veins ;  in  common 
with  whom  we  claim  Shakspeare,  and  Newton, 
and  Chatham,  for  our  countrymen ;  whose  form 
of  government  is  the  f^'eest  on  earth,  our  own 
only  excepted;  from  whom  every  valuable 
principle  of  our  own  institutions  has  been  bor- 
rowed— ^representation,  jury  trial,  voting  the 
suppliea,  writ  of  habeas  corpus— our  whole 
civil  and  criminal  jurisprudence — against  our 
fellow  Frotestantfl  identified  in  blood,  in  lan- 
guage, in  religion  with  ourselves.  In  what 
school  did  the  worthies  of  our  land,  the  Wash- 
iugtons,  Henrys,  Hancocks,  Franklins,  Hut- 
ledges  of  America  learn  those  principles  of  civil 
liberty  which  were  so  nobly  asserted  by  their 
wisdom  and  valor  ?  And  American  resistance 
to  British  usurpation  had  not  been  more  warmly 
cherished  by  these  great  men  and  their  compa- 
triots; not  more  by  Washington,  Hancock,  and 
Henry,  than  by  Chatham  and  his  illustrious  as- 
sociates in  the  British  Parliament  It  ought  to 
be  remembered,  too,  that  the  heart  of  the  Eng- 
lish people  was  with  us.  It  was  a  selfish  and 
corrupt  Ministry,  and  their  servile  tools,  to 
whom  we  were  not  more  opposed  than  they 
were.  He  trusted  that  none  such  might  ever 
exist  among  us — ^for  tools  will  never  1^  want- 
ing to  subserve  the  purposes,  however  ruinous 
or  wicked,  of  Kings  and  Ministers  of  State. 

He  acknowledged  the  influence  of  a  Shak- 
speare and  Milton  upon  his  imagination,  of  a 
Locke  upon  his  understanding,  of  a  Sidney 
upon  his  political  principles,  of  a  Chatham  upon 
qualities  which,  would  to  (xod  t  he  possessed  in 
common  with  that  illustrious  man— of  a  Tillot- 
son,  a  Sherlock,  and  a  Porteus,  upon  his  reli- 
gion. This  was  a  British  influence  which  he 
could  never  shake  off.  He  allowed  much  to 
the  just  and  honest  prejudices  growing  out  of 
the  Revolution.  But  by  whom  had  they  been 
suppressed  when  they  ran  counter  to  the  inter- 
ests of  his  country?  By  Washington.  By 
whom,  would  you  listen  to  them,  are  they  most 
keenly  felt  ?  By  felons  escaped  from  the  jails 
of  Paris,  Newgate,  and  Kilmainham,. since  the 
breaking  out  of  the  French  Revolution — who, 
in  this  abused  and  insulted  country,  have  set-up 
for  political  teachers,  and  whose  disciples  give 
no  other  proof  of  their  progress  in  Republican- 
ism, except  a  blind  devotion  to  the  most  ruth- 
less  military  despotism  that  the  world  ever  saw. 
These  are  the  patriots,  who  scruple  not  to  brand 
with  the  epithet  of  tory  the  men  (looking 
towards  the  seat  of  Col.  Stuabt)  by  whose  blood 
your  liberties  have  been  cemented.  These  are 
they,  who  hdd  in  so  keen  remembrance  the 
outrages  of  the  British  armies,  fh>m  which 


many  of  them  were  deserters.  Ask  these  self- 
styled  patriots  where  they  were  during  the 
American  war,  (for  they  are  for  t^o  most  part 
old  enough  to  have  borne  arms,)  and  you  strike 
them  dumb — ^their  lips  are  closed  in  eternal 
silence.  If  it  were  allowable  to  entertain  par- 
tialities, every  consideration  of  blood,  language, 
religion,  and  interest,  would  incline  us  towards 
England ;  and  yet,  shall  they  be  alone  extended 
to  France  and  her  ruler,  whom  we  are  bound  to 
believe  a  chastening  Grod  suffers  as  the  scd^rgc  of 
a  guilty  world  I  On  all  other  nations  he  tramples 
— ^he  holds  them  in  contempt — ^England  alono 
he  hates ;  he  would,  but  he  cannot  despise  her 
— ^fear  cannot  despise.  And  shall  we  disparage 
our  ancestors? — shall  we  bastardize  ourselves 
by  placing  them  even  below  the  brigands  of  St. 
Domingo  ?  with  whom  Mr.  Adams  had  nego- 
tiated a  sort  of  treaty,  for  which  he  ought  to 
have  been  and  would  have  been  impeached,  if 
the  people  had  not  previously  passed  sentence 
of  cQsqualiflcation  for  their  service  upon  him. 
This  antipathy  to  all  that  is  English  must  be 
French. 

But  the  outrages  and  injuries  of  England, 
bred  up  in  the  principles  of  the  Revolution,  he 
could  never  palliate,  much  less  defend  them. 
He  well  remembered  flying  with  his  mother, 
and  her  new-bom  child,  from  Arnold  and  Phil- 
lips— and  how  they  had  been  driven  by  Tarleton 
and  other  British  pandoors  from  pillar  to  post, 
while  her  husband  was  fighting  the  battles  of 
his  country.  The  impression  was  indelible  on 
his  memory — and  yet  (like  his  worthy  old  neigh- 
bor,  who  added  seven  buck-shot  to  every  cart- 
ridge at  the  battle  of  Guilford,  and  drew  a  fine 
sight  at  his  man)  he  must  be  content  to  be 
c£dled  a  tory  by  a  patriot  of  the  last  importa* 
tion.  Let  us  not  get  rid  of  one  evil  (supposing 
it  to  be  possible)  at  the  expense  of  a  greater — 
mutatis  mutandis.  Suppose  France  in  posses- 
sion of  the  British  naval  power — and  to  her 
the  trident  must  pass  should  England  be  unable 
to  wield  it — what  would  be  your  condition? 
What  would  be  the  situation  of  your  seaports 
and  their  seafaring  inhabitants?  Ask  Ham- 
burg, Lubec.  Ask  Savannah.  What,  sir !  when 
their  privateers  are  pent  up  in  our  harbors  by 
the  British  bull-dogs,  when  they  receive  at  our 
hands  every  rite  of  hospitality,  from  which 
their  enemy  is  excluded,  when  they  capture 
within  our  own  waters,  interdicted  to  British 
armed  ships,  American  vessels ;  when  such  is 
their  deportment  towards  you,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, what  could  you  expect  if  they 
were  the  uncontrolled  lords  of  tlie  ocean?  Had 
those  privateers  at  Savannah  borne  British 
commissions,  or  had  your  shipments  of  cotton, 
tobacco,  ashes,  and  what  not,  to  London  and 
Liverpool,  been  confiscated,  and  the  proceeds 
poured  into  the  English  Exchequer — my  life 
upon  it  t  you  would  never  have  listened  to  any 
miserable  wire-drawn  distinctions  between 
^^  orders  and  decrees  affecting  our  neutral 
rights,**  and  ^^  municipal  decrees,"  confiscating 
in  mass  your  whole  property.    You  would  have 


Digitized  by 


Google 


442 


ABBIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H.  OF  R.] 


Formgm  Bdatiimt. 


[DBcnoEB,  181L 


had  instant  war  I  The  whole  hind  would  have 
hiazed  out  in  war. 

And  shall  repablicans  become  the  instru- 
ments of  him  who  had  effaced  the  title  of 
Attila  to  the  "Scourge  of  God  I"  Yet  even 
Attila,  in  the  falling  fortunes  of  ciyilization, 
had,  no  doubt,  his  advocates,  his  tools,  his 
mpions,  his  parasites  in  the  very  countries 
that  he  overran — sons  of  that  soil  whereon  his 
horse  had  trod ;  where  ffrass  could  never  after 
grow.  If  perfectly  fresh,  Mr.  Randolph  said 
(instead  of  being  as  he  was— his  memory 
clouded,  his  intellect  stupefied,  his  strengtii  and 
spirits  exhausted)  he  could  not  give  utterance 
to  tbat  strong  detestation  which  he  felt  towards 
(above  all  other  works  of  the  creation)  such 
characters  as  Zingis,  Tamerlane,  Kouli-khan, 
or  Bonaparte.  His  instincts  involuntarily  re- 
volted at  their  bare  idea.  Malefactors  of  the 
human  race,  who  ground  down  man  to  a  mere 
machine  of  their  impious  and  bloody  ambition. 
Yet,  under  all  the  accumulated  wrongs,  and  in- 
sults, and  robberies  of  the  last  of  these  chief- 
tains, are  we  not  in  point  of  fact  about  to  be- 
come a  party  to  his  views,  a  partner  in  his 
wars? 

But  before  this  miserable  force  of  ten  thou- 
sand men  was  raised  to  take  Canada,  he  begged 
them  to  look  at  the  state  of  defence  at  home 
— to  count  the  cost  of  the  enterprise  before  it 
was  set  on  foot,  not  when  it  might  be  too  late 
— ^when  the  best  blood  of  the  country  should 
be  spilt,  and  naught  but  empty  coffers  left  to 
pay  the  cost.  Are  the  bounty  lands  to  be  given 
in  Canada?  It  might  lessen  his  repugnance  to 
tbat  part  of  the  system,  to  granting  these  lands, 
not  to  those  miserable  wretehes  who  sell  them- 
selves to  slavery  for  a  few  dolWs  and  a  glass 
of  gin,  but  in  fact  to  the  clerks  in  our  offices, 
some  of  whom,  with  an  income  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred or  two  thousand  dollars,  lived  at  the  rate 
of  four  or  five  thousand,  and  yet  grew  ridi— 
who  perhaps  at  that  moment  were  making  out 
blank  assignments  for  these  land  rights. 

He  would  beseech  the  House,  before  they  ran 
their  heads  against  this  post,  Quebec,  to  count 
the  cost.  His  word  for  it,  Virginia  planters 
would  not  be  taxed  to  support  such  a  war — a 
war  which  must  aggravate  their  present  dis- 
tresses ;  in  which  they  had  not  the  remotest  in- 
terest. Where  is  the  Montgomery,  or  even  the 
Arnold,  or  the  Burr,  who  is  to  march  to  Point 
Levi? 

He  called  upon  those  professing  to  be  repub- 
licans to  make  good  the  promises  held  out  by 
their  republicau  predecessors  when  they  came 
into  power— promises  which,  for  years  after- 
wards, they  had  honestl;^,  faithfully  fulfilled. 
We  had  vaunted  of  paying  off  the  national 
debt,  of  retrenching  useless  establishments;  and 
jTet  had  now  become  as  infatuated  with  stand- 
mg  armies,  loans,  taxes,  navies,  and  war,  as 
ever  were  the  Essex  Junto.  What  republican- 
ism is  this?. 


Wbdhxbdat,  December  11. 
Foreign  Belatiotu. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  6i  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Belatiou. 

Mr.  RioHABD  M.  JoHNSoir  said  he  rose  to 
thank  the  committee  for  the  report  which  was 
offered  to  the  House,  and  the  resolutions  which 
were  recommended ;  though  the  measures  M 
short  of  his  wishes,  and,  he  believed,  of  paUie 
expectation.  The  ulterior  measures,  however, 
promised  by  the  committee  satisfied  bis  mind, 
and  he  should  give  the  report  his  warm  tap- 
port  The  chairman  had  given  the  views  of 
the  committee.  The  expulsion  of  the  British 
from  their  North  American  possessions,  ud 
granting  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  agiioit 
Great  Britain  are  contemplated.  Look  at  iht 
Message  of  the  President  At  a  moment  iesst 
to  be  expected,  when  France  had  ceased  to 
violate  our  neutral  rights,  and  the  olive  hnndi 
was  tendered  to  Great  Britiun,  her  orders  in 
council  were  put  into  a  more  rigorous  execu- 
tion. Not  satisfied  with  refunng  a  redress  for 
wrongs  committed  on  our  coasts  and  in  the 
mouths  of  our  harbors,  our  trade  is  annoyed, 
and  our  national  rights  invaded ;  and,  to  dose 
the  scene  of  insolence  and  injury,  regardlenof 
our  moderation  and  our  justice,  she  hm  broaglit 
home  to  the  ^^  threshold  of  our  territoiy,"  mm- 
ures  of  actual  war.  As  the  love  of  peace  his 
so  long  produced  forbearance  on  our  pirt, 
while  commercial  cupidity  has  increased  the 
dispoffltion  to  plunder  on  the  part  of  Greet 
Britain,  I  feel  reioiced  that  the  hour  of  resist- 
ance is  at  hand,  and  that  the  President,  in 
whom  the  people  has  so  much  confidence,  his 
warned  us  of  the  perils  that  await  them,  sod 
has  e'xhorted  us  to  put  on  the  armor  of  defence, 
to  ffird  on  the  sword,  and  assume  the  msnlf 
and  bold  attitude  of  war.  He  reoommeods 
filling  up  the  ranks  of  the  present  militsiy 
establishment,  and  to  lengthen  the  term  of 
service ;  to  raise  an  auxiliary  force  for  a  more 
limited  time ;  to  authorize  Uie  acceptance  of 
volunteers,  and  provide  for  calling  out  detach- 
ments of  militia  as  drcumstancea  may  require. 
For  the  first  time  since  my  entrance  into  thb 
body,  there  now  seems  to  be  but  one  cptmoa 
with  a  great  minority — that  with  Great  BrituB 
war  is  inevitable ;  tiiat  the  hopes  of  the  san- 
guine as  to  a  returning  sense  of  British  justice 
have  expired;  that  the  prophecies  of  the  dis- 
cerning have  failed ;  and,  that  her  infernal  sys- 
tem has  driven  us  to  the  brink  of  a  second 
revolution,  as  important  as  the  first  Upon 
the  ^^abash,  through  the  influence  of  British 
agents,  and  within  our  territorial  sea  by  the 
British  navy,  the  war  has  already  oommecced. 
Thus,  the  folly,  the  power,  and  the  tyranny  of 
Great  Britain,  have  taken  from  us  the  last 
alternative  of  longer  forbearance. 

Mr.  J.  said  we  must  now  oppose  the  fitrther 
encroachments  of  Great  Britain  by  war,  or  tor- 
msJly  annul  the  Declaration  of  our  Independ- 
ence, and  acknowledge  ourselTea  her  devoted 
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colonies.  The  people  whom  I  represent  will  not 
hesitate  which  of  the  two  courses  to  choose ; 
and,  if  we  are  inyolved  in  war,  to  maintain  our 
dearest  rights,  and  to  preserve  oar  independence, 
I  pledge  myself  to  this  Honse,  and  my  constitn- 
ents  to  this  nation,  that  they  will  not  be  wantins 
in  Talor,  nor  in  their  proportion  of  men  and 
money  to  prosecute  the  war  with  effect  Before 
we  relinqaish  the  conflict,  I  wish  to  see  Great 
Britain  renounce  the  piratical  system  of  paper 
blockade;  to  liberate  our  captured  seamen  on 
board  her  ships  of  war ;  relinquish  the  practice 
of  impressment  on  board  our  merchant  vessels ; 
to  repeal  her  Orders  in  Council;  and  cease,  in 
every  other  respect,  to  violate  our  neutral  rights ; 
to  treat  us  as  an  independent  people.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  (Mr.  Randolph)  has  ob- 
jected to  the  destination  of  this  auxiliary  force 
— ih»  occupation  of  the  Oanadaa,  and  the  other 
British  possessions  upon  our  borders  where  our 
laws  are  violated,  the  Indians  stimulated  to 
murder  our  citizens,  and  where  there  is  a  British 
monopoly  of  the  peltry  and  fur  trade.  I  should 
not  wish  to  extend  the  boundary  of  the  United 
States  by  war  if  Great  Britain  would  leave  us 
to  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  independence ;  but, 
considering  her  deadly  and  implacable  enmity, 
and  her  continued  hostility,  I  shall  ne^er  die 
contented  until  I  see  her  expulsion  from  NorUi 
America,  and  her  territories  incorporated  with 
the  United  States.  It  is  strange  tiiat  the  gen- 
tleman would  pause  before  refusing  this  force,  if 
destined  to  keep  the  negroes  in  subordination 
— who  are  not  in  a  state  of  insurrection  as  I  un- 
derstand— and  he  will  absolutely  refuse  to  vote 
this  force  to  defend  us  against  the  lawless  ag- 
gressions of  Great  Britain — a  nation  in  whose 
fiivor  he  had  said  so  much. 

But,  he  has  a  dislike  to  the  Canadian  French. 
French  blood  is  hateful  to  him.  I  have  no  doubt 
but  the  Canadian  French  are  as  good  citizens  as 
the  Canadian  English,  or  the  refugee  tories  of 
the  Revolution ;  nor  have  I  any  doubt  but  a 
great  minority  of  that  vast  community  are  sound 
in  tiieir  monds  and  in  their  politics,  and  would 
make  worthy  members  of  the  United  States. 

But,  open  the  sacred  pages  of  the  Journals  of 
the  Congress  of  1774-76 — ^that  Congress  which 
commence^  and  conducted  to  victory,  the 
American  Revolution.  Upon  the  pages  of  the 
first  volume  (from  page  64  to  100)  we  will  find 
letters  addressed  to  the  inhabitants  of  Canada 
and  the  province  of  Quebec,  cAitaining  the  lan- 
guage of  affectionate  respect,  and,  in  the  warmth 
of  patriotism,  inviting  them  to  unite  against 
British  tyranny,  to  make  the  cause  of  quarrel 
common,  and  to  enter  into  the  union  of  the 
States  on  the  principles  of  equality.  The  en- 
croachments of  Great  Britain  are  depicted  in  the 
most  vivid  colors,  and  then  they  say  **  we  shall 
oondder  the  violation  of  your  rights  a  violation 
of  our  own,  and  yon  are  invited  to  accede  to 
the  confederacy  of  the  States."  Thus,  the  pa- 
triots of  the  Revolnti(m  styled  the  inhabitants  of 
the  British  provinces  friends  and  fellow-suffer- , 


era  in  1774:  although  then  but  a  handfril  of 
men  compared  to  their  present  numbers,  and 
only  ten  years  had  elap^  from  their  first  in- 
corporation with  the  British  dominions;  and 
nothing  but  the  want  of  physical  power  and 
means  prevented  their  independence  in  1776. 
The  mii^ortunes  of  our  arms  at  Quebec,  and  in 
that  quarter,  are  well  known.  ^Diese  overtures 
of  the  Old  Congress  did  not  stop  here.  After 
the  Articles  of  Confederation  had  been  adopted, 
the  door  was  left  open  for  the  reception  of  l^e 
Canadas,  and  the  hope  was  not  lost  until  Britidi 
arms  riveted  the  chains  of  slavery  upon  them, 
which  at  that  time  could  not  be  broken.  Now, 
sir,  these  people  are  more  enlightened,  they  have 
a  great  American  population  among  them,  and 
they  have  correct  ideas  of  liberty  and  independ- 
ence, and  only  want  an  opportunity  to  t^irow 
off  the  yoke  of  their  taakmakers. 

Let  us  not  think  so  meanly  of  the  human 
character  and  the  human  mind.  We  are  in 
pursuit  of  happiness,  and  we  place  a  great  value 
upon  liberty  as  the  means  of  happiness.  What, 
thcD,  let  me  ask,  has  changed  the  character  of 
those  people,  that  they  are  to  be  despised? 
What  new  order  of  things  has  disqualified  them 
for  the  ei^joyment  of  liberty?  Has  any  mide- 
diction  of  Heaven  doomed  them  to  perpetual 
vassalage?  Or,  will  the  gentleman  from  Yir- 
ginia  pretend  to  more  wisdom  and  more  patri- 
otism than  the  constellation  of  patriots  who 
conducted  the  infant  Republic  through  the 
Revolution?  In  point  of  territorial  limit,  the 
map  will  prove  its  importance.  The  waters  of 
the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  Mississippi  interlock 
in  a  number  of  places,  and  the  great  Disposer 
of  Human  Events  intended  those  two  rivers 
should  belong  to  the  same  people. 

But  it  has  been  denied  that  British  infiuence 
had  any  agency  in  the  late  dreadful  conflict  and 
massacre  upon  the  Wabash ;  and  this  is  said  to 
vindicate  the  British  nation  from  so  foul  a 
charge.  Sir,  look  to  the  book  of  the  Revolu* 
tion.  See  the  Indian  savages  in  Burgoyne's 
armv  urged  on  every  occasion  to  use  the  scalp- 
ing-knife  and  tomahawk — ^not  in  battle,  but 
against  old  men  and  women,  and  children ;  in 
the  night,  when  they  were  taught  to  believe  an 
Omniscient  eye  cotdd  not  see  their  guilty  deeds ; 
and  thus  hardened  in  iniouity,  they  perpetrated 
the  same  deeds  by  the  light  of  the  sun,  when  no 
arm  was  found  to  oppose  or  protect.  And  when 
this  crying  sin  was  opposed  by  Lord  Chatham, 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  the  employment  of  these 
Indians  was  justified  by  a  speech  from  one  of 
the  Ministry.  Thus  we  see  how  the  principles 
of  honor,  of  humanity,  of  Christianity,  were  vio- 
lated and  justified  in  the  face  of  the  world. 
Therefore,  1  can  have  no  doubt  of  the  infiuence 
of  British  agents  in  keeping  up  Indian  hostility 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  independent 
of  the  strong  proofr  on  this  occasion ;  and,  I 
hope  it  win  not  be  pretended  that  these  agents 
are  too  moral  or  too  religious  to  do  the  infamous 
deed.    So  much  for  the  expulsion  of  Great  Brit- 
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ain  from  her  dominions  in  North  America,  and 
their  incorporation  into  the  United  States  of 
America. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  says  we  are 
identified  with  the  British  in  religion,  in  blood, 
in  language,  and  deeply  laments  onr  hatred  to 
that  country,  who  can  boast  of  so  many  illustri- 
ous characters.  This  deep-rooted  enmity  to 
Great  'Britain  arises  from  her  insidious  policy, 
the  offspring  of  her  perfidious  conduct  towards 
the  United  States.  Her  disposition  is  unfriend- 
ly; her  enmity  is  implacable;  she  sickens  at 
our  prosperity  and  happiness.  If  obligations  of 
friendship  do  exist,  why  does  Great  Britain  rend 
those  ties  asunder,  and  open  the  bleeding  wounds 
of  former  conflicts  ?  Or  does  the  obligation  of 
friendship  exist  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
alone?  I  have  never  thought  that  the  ties  of 
religion,  of  blood,  of  language,  and  of  commerce, 
would  justify  or  sanctify  insult  and  iiyury— on 
the  contrary,  that  a  premeditated  wrong  from 
the  hand  of  a  friend  created  more  sensibility, 
and  deserved  the  greater  chastiefement  and  the 
higher  execration.  "What  would  you  think  of  a 
man,  to  whom  you  were  bound  by  the  most  sa- 
cred ties,  who  would  plunder  you  of  your  sub- 
stance, aim  a  deadly  blow  at  your  honor,  and  in 
the  hour  of  confidence  endeavor  to  bury  a  dag- 
ger in  your  bosom?  Would  you,  sir,  proclaim 
to  the  world  your  affection  for  this  miscreant  of 
society,  after  this  conduct,  and  endeavor  to  in- 
terest your  audience  with  the  ties  of  kindred 
that  bound  you  to  each  other?  So  let  it  be 
with  nations,  and  there  will  be  neither  surprise 
nor  lamentation  that  we  execrate  a  Government 
so  hostile  to  our  independence— for  it  is  from 
the  Government  that  we  meet  with  such  multi- 
plied injury,  and  to  that  object  is  our  hatred 
directed.  As  to  individuals  of  merit,  whether 
British  or  French,  I  presume  no  person  would 
accuse  the  people  of  the  United  States  of  such 
hatred  to  them,  or  of  despising  individuals,  who 
might  not  be  instrumental  in  the  maritime  des- 
pptism  which  we  feel ;  and  this  accounts  for  the 
veneration  we  have  for  Sidney  and  Bussell, 
statesmen  of  whom  the  gentleman  has  spoken ; 
they  are  fatal  examples  why  we  should  love 
the  British  Government.  The  records  of  that 
Government  are  now  stained  with  the  blood  of 
these  martys  in  freedom's  cause,  as  vilely  as 
with  the  blood  of  American  citizens ;  and  cer- 
tainly we  shall  not  be  called  upon  to  love  equally 
the  murderer  and  the  victim.  For  God*s  sake 
let  us  not  again  be  told  of  the  ties  of  religion, 
of  laws,  of  blood,  and  of  customs,  which  bind 
the  two  nations  together,  with  a  view  to  extovt 
our  love  for  the  English  Government,  and  more 
especially  when  the  same  gentleman  has  ac- 
knowledged that  we  have  ample  cause  of  war 
against  that  nation — ^let  us  not  be  told  of  the 
freedom  of  that  corrupt  Government  whose 
hands  are  washed  alike  in  the  blood  of  her  own 
illustrious  statesmen,  for  a  manly  opposition  to 
tyranny,  and  the  citizens  of  every  other  clime. 
But  I  would  inquire  into  this  love  for  the  British 
Government  and  British  institutions,  in  the 


gross,  without  any  discrimination.  Why  love 
her  rulers  ?  Why  kiss  the  rod  of  iron  which 
infiicts  the  stripes  without  a  cause  f  When  all 
admit  we  have  just  cause  of  war,  such  attach- 
ments are  dangerous,  and  enoounige  encroadi- 
ment.  I  will  venture  to  say,  that  onr  hatred  of 
the  British  Government  is  not  oommenaurate 
with  her  depredations  and  her  outrages  on  our 
rights,  or  we  should  have  waged  a  deadly  war 
against  her  many  years  past  The  subject  of 
foreign  attachments  and  British  hatred  has  been 
examined  at  considerable  length.  I  did  not  in- 
tend to  begin  that  discussion,  but  I  will  ponoe 
it,  and  though  I  make  no  charge  of  Bnfxak  at- 
tachments, I  will,  at  all  times,  at  every  haard, 
defend  the  Administration  and  the  RepnUican 
party  against  the  charge  of  foreign  partialities 
— French  or  Spanish,  or  any  other  kind,  when 
applied  to  the  measures  of  our  Goyemment 
This  foreign  infiuence  is  a  dangerous  enemy; 
we  should  destroy  the  means  of  ita  ciroulation 
among  us — ^like  the  fatal  tunio,  it  destroys  whov 
it  touches.  It  is  insidious,  invisible,  and  takes 
advantage  of  the  most  unsuspecting  hoars  of  so- 
cial intercourse.  I  would  not  deny  the  good 
will  of  Franoe  nor  of  Great  Britain  to  have  aa 
undue  influence  among  us.  But  Great  Britain 
alone  has  the  means  of  this  influence  to  an  ex- 
tent dangerous  to  the  United  States.  It  has 
been  said  that  Great  Britain  was  fighting  the 
battles  of  the  world — ^that  she  stands  against 
universal  dominion  threatened  by  the  arch-fiend 
of  mankind.  I  should  be  sorry  il  our  indepoid- 
ence  depended  upon  the  power  of  Great  Brit- 
ain. If,  however,  she  would  act  the  part  of  a 
friendly  power  towards  the  United  States,  I 
should  never  wish  to  deprive  her  of  power,  of 
wealth,  of  honor,  of  prosperity.  But  if  her  en- 
ergies are  to  be  directed  against  the  liberties  of 
this  free  and  happy  people,  against  my  native 
country,  I  should  not  drop  a  tear  if  the  bA- 
anchored  isle  would  sink  into  the  waves,  |ffO- 
vided  the  innocent  inhabitants  could  escape  the 
deluge  and  find  an  asylum  in  a  more  fiivorable 
soil.  And  as  to  the  power  of  France,  I  fear  it 
as  Mtde  as  any  other  power ;  I  would  oppose 
her  aggressions,  under  any  circomstanoe^  as 
soon  as  I  would  British  outrages. 

The  ties  of  reli^on,  of  language,  of  blood,  as 
it  regards  Great  Britain,  are  dangerous  ties  to 
this  country,  with  her  present  hostile  dispos- 
tion — ^mstead  of  xledges  of  friendship  they  are 
used  to  paralyX  the  strength  of  the  United 
States  in  relation  to  her  aggressions.  There  are 
other  ties  equally  efiKcaoious.  The  number  of 
her  commercial  traders  within  our  limits,  her 
agents,  41cc,  the  vast  British  capital  employed 
in  our  commerce  and  our  moneyed  inatitntioDS, 
connected  with  her  language,  anoesdy,  customa, 
habits,  and  laws.  These  are  formidable  means 
for  estranging  the  affections  of  many  from  onr 
republican  institutions,  and  producing  partiali- 
ties for  Great  Britain.  Now  I  shall  attend  to 
the  charge  of  partiality  in  our  measures  ^wards 
France.  It  is  an  insinuation  not  founded  in 
&ct,  and  can  only  exist  in  the  ima^ation  of 
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those  iwho  may  insmnate  it.  We  are  not  driven 
to  mere  declarations — ^the  truth  of  the  assertion 
is  bottomed  upon  the  statute  records  of  the  Unit- 
ed States;  and  we  appeal  to  the  character  of 
evexy  measure  relatiye  to  foreign  relations,  since 
the  adoption  of  the  emhargo,  in  consequence  of 
the  violation  of  neutral  rights  upon  the  high 
seas.  The  direct  object  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees  was  the  ruin  of  all  trade  to  British  points 
— and  the  object  of  the  Orders  in  Council  was 
the  destruction  of  all  commerce  to  French  ports 
and  ports  from  which  the  British  flag  was  ex- 
dudedL 

The  gentl^poan  from  Yir^nia  has  called  the 
military  regular  forces  mercenaries.  If  by  this 
appellation  any  reproach  or  degradation  is  in- 
tended, its  justice  and  propriety  is  denied.  In 
times  like  the  present,  when  dangers  thicken 
upon  us,  at  the  moment  when  we  are  compelled 
by  most  wanton  tyranny  upon  the  high  seas, 
and  upon  land  may  be  added,  to  abandon  our 
peaceful  habits  for  tiie  din  of  arms,  officers  and 
soldiers  in  this  country  are  governed  by  the 
noble  feelings  of  patriotism  and  of  valor.  The 
history  of  the  world  may  be  ransacked ;  other 
nations  may  be  brought  in  review  before  us, 
and  examples  of  greater  heroism  cannot  be 
quoted,  than  shall  be  performed  in  battle  by 
our  officers  and  soldiers,  military  and  navfd  and 
marine.  The  deeds  of  their  ancestors  would  be 
before  them ;  glory  would  animate  their  bosoms, 
and  love  of  country  would  nerve  the  heart  to 
deeds  of  mighty  fame.  I^  therefore,  there 
should  not  be  a  diminution  of  respe<^  ibr  those 
who  entertain  an  opinion  so  de^ading  to  our 
army,  it  should  at  least  be  understood  that  such 
opinions  do  not  lessen  the  confidence  due  to 
those  who  faithfully  serve  their  country,  and 
who  would  lay  down  their  life  for  it.  This 
reflection  brings  to  memory  the  late  memorable 
conflict  upon  the  Wabash.  Governor  Harrison 
pitched  his  tents  near  the  Prophet's  town; 
and  although  this  fanatic  and  his  followers  col- 
lected, and  the  American  forces  were  anxious 
to  finish  the  work  by  an  open  and  daylight 
engagement^  if  there  was  a  necessity  to  resort 
to  arms,  their  impetuous  valor  was  easily  stayed, 
when  they  were  informed  that  the  white  flag 
of  peace  was  to  be  hoisted  ne^  morning,  and 
the  effosion  of  blood  was  to  be  spared.  But  in 
the  silent  watches  of  the  night,  relieved  from 
the  &tigues  of  valor,  and  slumbering  under  the 
perfidious  promises  of  the  savi&ges,  who  were 
inforiated  and  made  drunk  by  British  traders, 
dreaming  of  the  tender  smile  of  a  mother,  ana 
the  fond  embraces  of  affectionate  wives,  and  of 
prattling  children  upon  their  knees,  on  their 
retnm  from  the  fatigues  of  a  campaign  1 — ^the 
destroyers  came  with  the  silent  instruments  of 
death,  the  war  club,  the  scalping  knife,  the  toma- 
hawk, and  the  bow  and  arrow ;  with  these  they 
penetrate  into  the  heart  of  our  forces — ^they 
enter  the  tents  of  our  officers — ^many  close  their 
eyes  in  death — ^it  was  a  trying  moment  for  the 
Ttet  of  our  heroes,  but  they  were  equal  to  the 
dreadful  occasion.    The  American  forces  flew 


to  arms ;  they  rallied  at  the  voice  of  their  offi- 
cers, and  soon  checked  the  work  of  death. 
The  savages  were  successively  and  successfully 
chfltged  and  driven  until  daylight,  when  they 
disappeared  like  the  mist  of  morniug.  In  this 
dreadful  conflict  many  were  killed  and  wounded 
on  both  sides ;  and  the  volunteers  and  the  regi- 
ment under  Oolonel  Boyd  acted  aud  fought  with 
equal  bravery  and  to  their  immortal  honor. 
The  volunteers  from  Kentucky  were  men  of 
valor  and  worth — ^young  men  of  hopeful  pros- 
pects, and  married  men  of  reputation  and  in- 
telligence, governed  by  no  mercenary  views — 
honor  prompted  them  to  serve  their  country. 
Some  of  these  fallen  heroes  were  my  acquaint- 
ances, my  friends :  one  not  the  least  conspicuous 
lived  in  my  district — Colonel  Owens ;  Colonel 
Daviess,  a  neighbor.  You,  Mr.  Speaker,  know 
the  worth  of  some  of  these  men ;  and  I  regret 
that  you  are  not  in  my  place  to  speak  their 
praise.  So  long  as  the  records  of  this  transac- 
tion remain,  the  9th  of  November  will  not  be 
forgotten,  and  time  shall  only  brighten  the  fame 
of  the  deeds  of  our  army,  and  a  tear  shall  be 
shed  for  those  who  have  fallen.  But  the  loss 
will  not  be  felt  by  the  public  alone :  the  friends 
of  their  social  hours  will  regret  their  loss ;  the 
widow  will  mourn  her  disconsolate  situation; 
the  orphan  shall  cry  for  the  return  of  his  father 
in  vain ;  and  tl^  mother  carry  her  sorrow  to 
the  grave.  Let  this  ornamented  hall  be  clothed 
with  the  symbols  of  mourning,  although  our 
army  proved  victorious  in  war;  and  to  their 
memory  let  a  monument  be  erected  in  the  hearts 
of  a  grateful  country. 

Mr.  WniaBT. — Mr.  Speaker,  I  must  beg  the 
indulgence  of  the  House  while  I  deliver  my 
opinion  on  the  subject  now  under  consideration, 
the  most  important  that  has  been  submitted 
to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  I,  sir, 
shall  take  Siq  liberty  of  varying  the  question 
from  the  honorable  member  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Randolph,)  who  yesterday  considered  it  a  ques- 
tion of  peace  or  war.  I  shall  consider  it  as  a 
question  of  war  or  submission,  dire  alternatives^ 
of  which,  however,  I  trust  no  honest  American 
can  hesitate  in  choosing,  when  the  question  U 
correctly  stated  and  distinctly  understood.  The 
ffentleman  from  Virginia  contends  that  it  is  a 
dispute  about  the  carrying  trade,  brought  on  us 
by  the  cupidity  of  the  American  merchants,  in 
which  the  farmer  and  planter  have  little  in- 
terest ;  that  he  will  not  consent  to  tax  his  con- 
stituents to  carry  on  a  war  for  it;  that  the 
enemy  is  invidnerable  on  the  ^^  mountain  wave," 
the  element  of  our  wrongs,  but  should  they  vio- 
late the  ^^natale  tolum^'*  he  would  point  all  the 
ener^es  of  the  nation  and  avenge  the  wrong. 
Was  that  gentleman  stricken  on  the  nose  by  a 
man  so  tall  that  he  could  not  reach  his  nose,  I 
strongly  indine  to  think  his  manly  pride  would 
not  permit  him  to  decline  the  conflict.  Sir, 
the  honorable  member  is  incorrect  in  his  prem- 
ises, and,  of  course,  in  his  conclusions.  I  wiU 
endeavor  to  convince  him  of  this,  and  shdl  be 
gratifled  if  I  can  enlist  his  talents  on  the  nde  of 
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a  bleeding  country.  Sir,  the  violationfl  of  the 
oommercial  rights  of  which  we  complain  do  not 
only  embrace  the  carrying  trade,  properly  so 
called,  bnt  also  the  carrying  of  the  products  of 
our  own  soil,  the  fruits  of  our  own  industry ; 
these,  although  injurious  only  to  our  property, 
are  ju8t  causes  of  war.  But,  sir,  the  iropress- 
'  ment  of  our  native  seamen  is  a  stroke  at  the 
Titals  of  liberty  itself,,  and  although  it  does  not 
touch  the  ^^natale  tolvm^'^  yet  it  enslaves  the 
^^ natives  filios^^ — ^the  native  sons  of  America; 
and,  in  the  ratio  that  liberty  is  preferable  to 
property,  ought  to  enlist  the  patriotic  feelings 
of  Uiat  honorable  member,  and  make  his  bosom 
bum  with  that  holy  fire  that  inspired  the  patriots 
of  the  Revolution. 

Sir,  the  carrying  trade— by  which  I  mean  the 
carrying  articles,  the  growth,  produce,  or  manu- 
facture of  a  foreign  clime-^-exoept  articles  con- 
traband of  war — ^is  as  much  the  right  of  the 
American  people  as  the  carrying  th^  products 
of  their  own  soil,  and  is  not  only  secured  by 
the  law  of  nations,  but  by  the  positive  provisions 
of  the  British  Trea^^.  To  us,  sir,  it  is  an  all- 
important  right  We  import  from  the  West 
Indies,  annually,  property  to  the  amount  of 
forty  millions  of  dollars,  for  which  we  pay  in 
the  lAroducts  of  our  own  soil ;  of  this,  ten  mil- 
lions only  are  consumed  in  ^e  United  States, 
and  the  surplus  thirty  milliong  are  exported  to 
foreign  countries,  on  which  the  American  mer- 
chant pays  three  per  cent  on  the  duties  to  tiie 
United  States,  obtains  the  profits  on  the  freight 
of  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  and  famishes  a 
market  for  American  productions  to  the  same 
amount.    The  honorable  gentleman  from  Yir- 

S'nia  said,  that  that  little  spot  in  Maryland, 
dtimore,  which  was  well  fortified  and  secure 
fi*om  an  attack,  had  unbounded  influence ;  ^^  that 
the  lords  of  Baltimore  "  governed  the  Represent- 
atives of  Maryland  in  their  votes  on  this  subject 
Ko,  sir,  every  district  of  Maryhmd  solemnly  pro- 
tests against  submission  to  any  foreign  power, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  will  approve  Uie  votes  of 
their  members  on  this  floor,  ^^to  prepare  for 
war,"  or  for  war  itself,  rather  than  submisdon. 
Baltimore,  by  the  industry  and  commercud  en- 
terprise of  her  citizens,  has  grown  out  of  tiie 
sea  into  a  great  commercial  city,  has  diffused 
the  beneflts  of  commerce  into  every  section  of 
the  State,  by  making  a  great  demand  for  the 
products  of  our  soil  and  industry,  an4  a  conse- 
quent increase  of  price,  whereby  every  foot  of 
land  in  Maryland  is  made  more  valuable,  and 
whereby  the  interest  of  every  part  of  the  State 
is  identteed  with  theirs ;  for  tnis  she  is  justly 
entitled  to  our  respect  But,  sir,  she  has  no 
occasion  to  infiise  her  patriotic  fire— 40  pre- 
eminent in  the  case  of  the  Ohesimeake — ^mto 
the  Representatives  of  Marylutd.  They  know 
the  wishes  of  their  constituents,  and  will  most 
oertainly  obey  them. 

Mr.  ^)eaker,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
has  declared  that,  if  he  could  believe  that  the 
late  massacre  of  the  troops,  in  the  attack  on 
Governor  Harrison  by  the  Xndians,  under  the 


Prophet,  was  the  efiect  of  British  agency,  he 
would  unite  with  us,  heart  and  hand,  and  per- 
sonally assist  to  avenge  the  bloody  deled.   I M. 
a  confidence,  that  if  the  gentlraian  will  attend 
to  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  and  take  a 
retrospective  view  of  the  conduct  of  the  British 
Government,  he  will  feel  no  doubt  of  the  ftct 
I  will  take  the  liberty  of  pomting  the  gentle* 
man's  attention  to  some  of  the  prominent  Ma- 
tures of  that  government,  which  will  go  fitf  in 
establishing  that  fact    When  Dunmore,  Gover- 
nor of  Virginia,  in  1775,  found  it  necessary  to 
Suit  the  seat  of  government,  and  go  on  boird 
tie  fleet  for  safety  from  the  Rev<^tionai7  ven- 
geance of  the  patriots  of  Virginiff-at  a  period, 
too,  when  the  Americans  were  suing  for  juatioe 
by  their  humble  petitions  to  the  King  and  Pii^ 
liament ;  and  when  that  Chatham,  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  has  so  highly  extolkMJ,  wm 
the  advocate  of  our  violated  rights — Donmore 
issued  a  proclamation  inviting  the  negroes  to 
his  standard ;  to  cut  the  throats  of  their  mis- 
ters ;  and  promised  them  a  pardon.    This  ftct 
I  know,  from  having  presented  that  proeUma- 
tion  to  a  court  at  Northampton  in  Vii^ginia,  to 
induce  them  to  commute  the  punishment  of 
death,  passed  on  some  of  the  victims  of  his  per- 
fidy, to  working  in  the  mines;  which  they 
did.    I  will  next  remind  the  gentleman  of  the 
speech  of  Lord  Dorchester  to  the  Indians  after 
the  peace,  in  which  he  advises  them  to  use  the 
tomahawk  and  scalping-knife,  whereby  numben 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  frontiers,  of  aU  ages, 
sexes,  and  conditions,  were  sacrificed.  This  was 
the  cause  of  the  Indian  war  that  shortly  after 
took  place.  This  fact  was  attested  by  the  news- 
papers of  the  day,  which  had  universal  credit 

These  casetf  go  to  prove  that  the  prindplei 
tliat  ought  to  govern  civilized  nations,  hare,  at 
all  times,  been  totally  disregarded  by  theoffioen 
and  agents  of  that  Government  Aft^  tbees 
cases,  we  shall  feel  little  heataUon  in  beiiering 
there  was  a  British  agency  in  the  case  of  tho 
mi^psacre  by  the  Prophet's  troops  on  Govenior 
Ha^ison's  detachment^  when  the  circomstaBoes 
relied  on  are  duly  considered.  At  the  late  great 
council  with  Governor  Harrison,  the  chie&  ci 
many  tribes  were  convened,  all  of  whom,  ex- 
cept Tecumseh,  t^e  Prophers  brother,  in  their 
n)eeche8  avowed  their  friendly  dispositions,  and 
tneir  devotion  to  peace  with  the  United  States 
Tecumseh,  who,  with  a  number  of  bis  tribc^  oamo 
from  Fort  Maiden,  in  Canada,  declared  hia  hos- 
tile intentions  agiunst  the  United  States,  left  the 
council  with  that  avowed  intention,  and  re- 
turned again  to  Fort  Maiden.  Shortly  after 
this^  the  Shawanees  assembled  a  large  bodr  in 
arms  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  under  the  Promt, 
and  committed  the  assault  on  the  troops  of  Got- 
ernor  Harrison,  though  they  have  pud  ibr  their 
temerity.  This,  I  trust,  connected  as  it  is  with 
the  immorality  and  extraordinary  pretensioDi 
of  that  Government  at  this  crisia,  will  satie^, 
not  only  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  bat  tbk 
House,  of  a  British  agency  in  the  case. 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  regret  that  the  gentlemaa  froK 
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Vii^iiiia  should  ascribe  to  ^ntlemen  of  the 
West,  a  disposition  for  war,  with  a  view  to  raise 
the  price  of  their  hemp ;  or  to  the  gentlemen 
of  the  North,  with  a  view  to  raise  the  price  of 
their  beef  and  floor.  These,  sir,  are  selfish  mo- 
tives, and  sach  I  cannot  for  a  moment  beUeve 
will  be  taken  into  consideration;  they  will, 
with  every  other  section  of  the  Union,  nnite  in 
dedding  it  on  its  merits ;  they  will  oonnt  the 
wrongs  we  have  sustained;  they  will  reflect 
that  the  honor,  the  interest,  and  the  very  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States,  is  directly  at- 
tacked ;  they  will,  as  guardians  of  the  nation^s 
rights,  agreeably  to  the  advice  of  the  Adminis- 
tration, **pnt  the  United  States  into  an  armor 
and  an  attitude  demanded  by  the  crisis,  and 
correspondent  with  the  national  spirit  and  ex- 
pectations ;"  they  will  prepare  to  chastise  the 
wrongs  of  the  British  Cabinet,  which  the  Presi- 
dent tells  ns,  "have  the  character  as  well  as 
the  effect  of  war,  on  onr  commercial  rights, 
which  no  independent  nation  can  rdinqnish." 
They  will  decide  with  the  President,  the  Exe- 
cutive organ  of  the  nation's  wUl,  "that  these 
wrongs  are  no  longer  to  be  endured."  They 
will  decide  with  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Re- 
lations, "  thit  forbearance  longer  to  repel  these 
wrongs  has  ceased  to  be  a  virtue,"  ana,  I  hope 
they  will  decide  with  me,  that  sobmiasion  is  a 
crime ;  and,  sir,  if  they  will  examine  a  docu- 
ment on  that  table,  I  mean  the  returns  of  the 
twelfth  Congress,  and  compare  them  with  the 
eleventh,  they  will  find  nearly  one-half  of  the 
eleventh  Congress  removed.  This,  sir,  may 
correctly  be  considered  as  the  sentence  of  the 
nation  against  the  doctrine  of  submission;  it 
is  certainly  an  expression  of  the  nation's  wiU, 
in  a  language  not  to  be  misunderstood,  and  too 
serious  in  its  application  not  to  be  respected. 
We  have  also,  sir,  the  expression  of  Maryland, 
throu^^  her  Senate,  who  unanimously  approved 
the  spirited  resolutions  introduced  by  the  late 
Governor,  who  did  not  suffer  his  exposed  situa- 
tion, so  alarming  in  the  opinion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  to  deter  him  from  doing 
his  duty.  We  have  also,  sir,  the  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  an  honest  test 
oftheirnon-submisdon  principles.  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  cannot  forbear  the  remark  that,  while  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  ascribes  to  the  West 
and  to  the  North  interested  motives,  he  con- 
fesses that  the  situation  of  the  blacks  in  the 
State  he  representi^  impressed  as  they  are  with 
Uie  new  French  principles  of  liberty,  and  their 
desire  for  the  fraternal  hug,  are  seriously  to  be 
feared;  that  these  new  principles  have  been 
taught  them  by  the  peddlers  from  the  East^  who, 
while  they  sell  their  trinkets,  inculcate  these 
doctrines.  He  suffers  his  fears  for  the  State  he 
represents,  in  the  event  of  a  war,  on  account  of 
the  blacks,  to  interest  him;  and  had  he  not 
told  na  that,  if  the  ^^  natale  eohim  "  was  touched, 
or  that,  if  there  was  a  British  agency  in  the  late 
attack  on  Governor  Harrison,  he  would  go  to 
war,  I  should  have  been  ready  to  conclude  that, 
as  the  state  of  the  blacks  would  bea  permanent 


objection,  no  cause  could  occur  that  would  in- 
duce him  to  go  to  war. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentleman  from  Vir^nia 
says  he  expects  to  be  charged  with  being  under 
British  influence ;  however,  he  disregarded  it 
I  amure  him  I  shall  not  be  one  of  his  accusers ; 
I  believe  him  governed  by  himself,  and  in- 
fluenced by  pure  American  motives,  and  that 
if  he  saw  the  subject  as  I  do,  his  bosom  would 
bum  with  the  same  sacred  fire  to  avenge  our 
wrongs ;  and  were  I  to  hear  him  charged  in  his 
absence  with  British  influence,  I  should  repel 
it,  notwithstandiug  he  has  told  us,  in  a  prideful 
manner,  that  he  had  descended  from  British 
ancestors ;  that,  from  a  Shakspeare  he  had 
formed  his  taste,  from  a  Locke,  his  mind,  from 
a  Chatham,  his  politics,  from  a  Sydney  his 
patriotism,  from  a  Tillotson  his  religion.  Mr. 
Speaker,  had  I  been  that  honorable  member, 
I  should  have  boasted  a  nobler  line  of  ancestrv; 
I  should  have  claimed  my  descent  from  tlie 
beardless  Powhatan,  and  the  immortal  Pocahon* 
tas ;  and  I  should  have  taken  as  models,  from 
my  own  State,  a  Henry  for  my  eloquence,  a 
Jefferson  for  my  politics,  a  Washington  for  my 
patriotism,  and  a  Madison,  or  rather  the  Oracles 
of  Revolution,  for  my  religion.  But,  sir,  I  am 
myself  so  much  a  Boman,  that  I  can  truly  say, 
in  tiieir  language, 

**Aut  genus  out  proavos,  aui  qua  mn  feeimus  tptef  viso 
ta  fMftra  voco" 

*'Hoiu>r  and  shame  from  no  condition  rise. 
Act  well  yoar  part,  there  all  the  honor  lies,'* 

Sir,  the  charge  of  foreign  influence,  and  the 
recrimination  of  one  political  party  by  the  other, 
are  unpleasant  things,  I  should  rejoice  to  see 
the  curtain  of  oblmon  drawn  over  them,  and 
all  imiting  under  the  nobler  distinction  of 
American. 

Thubsdat,  December  12. 
Foreign  Relations, 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Calhoun. — ^Mr.  Speaker:  I  understood 
the  opinion  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions differently  from  what  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Randolph)  has  stated  to  be  his 
impression.  I  certainly  understood  that  com- 
mittee as  recommending  the  measures  now  be- 
fore tiie  House  as  a  preparation  for  war ;  and 
such  in  fact  was  its  express  resolve,  agreed  to, 
I  believe,  by  every  member  except  that  gentle- 
man. I  do  not  attribute  any  wilful  misstate- 
ment to  him,  but  consider  it  the  effect  of  inad- 
vertency or  mistake.  Indeed,  the  report  could 
mean  nothing  but  war  or  empty  menace.  I 
hope  no  member  of  this  House  is  in  favor  of  the 
latter.  A  bullying,  menacing  system  has  every 
thing  to  condemn  and  nothing  to  recommend 
it ;  in  expense,  it  is  almost  as  considerable  as 
war ;  it  excites  contempt  abroad,  and  destroys 
confidence  at  home.  Menaces  are  serious  things ; 
and,  if  we  expect  any  good  from  them,  they 
ought  to  be  resorted  to  with  aa  much  eai;ti(m 
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and  seriousness  as  war  itself,  and  shonld,  if  not 
successful,  be  invariably  followed  by  it.  It  was 
not  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Gbundt) 
that  made  this  a  war  question.  The  resolye 
con templatee  an  additional  regular  force ;  a  meas- 
ure confessedly  improper  but  as  a  preparation 
for  war,  but  undoubtedly  necessary  in  that 
event.  Sir,  I  am  not  insensible  of  the  weighty 
importance  of  this  question,  for  the  first  time 
submitted  to  this  House,  as  a  redress  of  our 
long  list  of  complaints  against  one  of  the  belli- 
gerents ;  but,  according  to  my  mode  of  thinking 
on  this  subject,  however  serious  the  question, 
whenever  I  am  on  its  afiSrmative  side,  my  con- 
viction must  be  strong  and  unalterable.  War, 
in  this  country,  ought  never  to  be  resorted  to 
but  when  it  is  clearly  justifiable  and  necessary; 
so  much  so,  as  not  to  require  the  aid  of  logic  to 
convince  our  reason,  nor  the  ardor  of  eloquence 
to  infiame  our  passions.  There  are  many  rea- 
sons why  this  country  should  never  resort  to  it 
bat  for  causes  the  most  urgent  and  necessary. 
It  is  sufQcient  that,  under  a  Government  like 
ours,  none  but  such  will  justify  it  in  the  eye  of 
the  nation ;  and  were  I  not  satisfied  that  such 
is  the  present  case,  I  certainly  woidd  be  no  ad- 
vocate of  the  proposition  now  before  the  House. 
Sir,  I  might  prove  the  war,  should  it  ensue, 
Justifiable,  by  the  express  admission  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Yixginia;  and  necessary,  by  facts 
undoubted  and  universally  admitted,  such  as 
that  gentleman  did  not  pretend  to  controvert 
The  extent,  duration,  and  character  of  the  in- 
juries received;  the  failure  of  those  peaceful 
means  heretofore  resorted  to  for  the  redress  of 
our  wrongs,  is  my  proof  that  it  is  necessary. 
Why  should  I  mention  the  impressment  of  our 
seamen;  depredation  on  every  branch  of  our 
commerce,  including  the  direct  export  trade, 
continued  for  years,  and  made  under  laws  which 
professedly  undertake  to  regulate  our  trade 
with  other  nations ;  negotiation  resorted  to  time 
after  time,  till  it  is  become  hopeless;  the  re- 
strictive system  persisted  in  to  avoid  war,  and 
in  the  vain  expectation  of  returning  justice? 
The  evil  still  grows,  and  in  each  succeeding 
year  swells  in  extent  and  pretension  beyond  the 
preceding.  The  question,  even  in  the  opinion 
and  admission  of  our  opponents,  is  reduced  to 
this  single  point — which  shaU  we  do,  abandon 
or  defend  our  own  commercial  and  maritime 
rights,  and  the  personal  liberties  of  our  citizens 
employed  in  exercising  them  ?  These  ri^ts  are 
essentially  attacked,  and  war  is  the  only  means 
of  redress.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  has 
feiuggested  none — unless  we  consider  the  whole 
of  his  speech  as  recommending  patient  and  re- 
signed submission  as  the  best  remedy.  Sir, 
which  alternative  this  House  ought  to  embrace, 
it  is  not  for  me  to  say.  I  hope  the  decision  is 
made  already,  by  a  higher  authority  than  the 
voice  of  any  man.  It  is  not  for  the  human 
tongue  to  instill  the  sense  of  independence  and 
bcmor.  This  is  the  work  of  nature — ^a  gener- 
ous nature,  that  disdains  tame  submission  to 
wrongs. 


This  part  of  the  subject  is  so  imposing,  as  to 
enforce  silence  even  on  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia. He  dared  not  to  deny  his  country^s 
wrongs,  or  vindicate  the  conduct  of  her  enemy. 

Only  one  point  of  that  gentleman's  argument 
had  any,  the  most  remote,  relation  to  this  point 
He  would  not  say  we  had  not  a  good  canse  of 
war,  but  insisted  that  it  was  our  duty  to  define 
that  cause.    If  he  means  that  this  House  oo^t, 
at  this  stage  of  the  proceeding,  or  any  other,  to 
enumerate  such  violations  of  our  rights  as  we 
are  willing  to  contend  for,  he  prescribes  a  coune 
which  neiuier  good  sense  nor  the  usage  of  nations 
warrants.     When  we  contend,  let  ua  contend 
for  all  our  rights ;  the  doubtful  and  the  certain, 
the  unimportant  and  essentiaL    It  is  as  ea^  to 
struggle,  or  even  more  so,  for  the  whole  $s  a 
part.    At  the  termination  of  the  contest,  secure 
all  that  our  wisdom  and  valor  and  the  fortune 
of  the  war  will  permit    This  is  the  dictate  of 
common  sense ;  such  also  is  the  usage  of  natiom 
The  single  instance  alluded  to,  the  endeavor  of 
Mr.  Fox  to  compel  Mr.  Pitt  to  define  the  object 
of  the  war  against  France,  will  not  support  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  in  his  position*    That 
was  an  extraordinary  war  for  an  extraordinary 
purpose,  and  could  not  be  governed  by  the 
usual  rules.    It  was  not  for  conquest,  or  for 
redress  of  inquiry,  but  to  impose  a  Government 
on  France,  whicn  she  reused  to  receive;  an 
object  so  detestable,  that  an  avowal  dare  not  be 
made.    Sur,  here  I  might  rest  the  question.  The 
affirmative  of  the  proposition  is  established.   I 
cannot  but  advertj  however,  to  the  complaint 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  the  first  time  he 
was  up  on  this  question.     He  said  he  ibond 
himself  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  supporting 
the  negative  side  of  the  question,  before  the 
affirmative  was  established.    Let  me  tell  that 
gentleman,  that  there  b  no  hardship  in  his  case. 
It  is  not  every  affirmative  that  ought  to  be 
proved.    Were  I  to  affirm  the  House  is  now  in 
session,  would  it  be  reasonable  to  ask  for  prooH 
He  who  would  deny  its  truth,  on  him  would  be 
the  proof  of  so  extraordinary  a  negative.  Hor, 
then,  could  the  gentleman,  after  his  admisBiooa, 
with  the  facts  before  him  and  the  nation,  oom- 
plain?    The  causes  are  such  as  to  warrant,  or 
rather  make  it  indispensable  in  any  nation  not 
absolutely  dependent  to  defend  its  rights  by 
force.    Let  him,  then,  show  the  reasons  why 
we  ought  not  so  to  defend  ourselves.    On  him, 
then^  is  the  burden  6f  prool    This  he  has  at- 
tempted ;'  he  has  endeavored  to  support  his  neg- 
ative.    Before  I  proceed  to  answer  the  gen- 
tleman particularly,  let  me  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  one  circumstance :  that  is,  that 
almost  the  whole  of  his  arguments  oonaisKed  of 
an  enumeration  of  evils  always  inddent  to  war, 
however  just  and  necessary;  and  that,  if  they 
have  any  force,  it  is  calculated  to  prodooe  un- 
qualified submission  to  every  spedes  of  insnlt 
and  ii]gnry.     I  do  not  feel  nay  self  bound  to  an- 
swer arguments  of  the  above  description;  and 
if  I  should  touch  on  them,  it  will  be  only  inci- 
dentally, and  not  for  the  purpose  of  aerioos  re- 
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fatstion.  The  first  argament  of  the  gentleman 
which  I  Bball  notice,  is  the  unprepared  state  of 
the  country.  Whatever  weight  this  argament 
might  have,  in  a  question  of  immediate  war,  it 
sorely  has  little  in  that  of  preparation  for  it.  If 
our  conn  try  is  unprepared,  let  us  remedy  the 
evil  as  soon  as  possible.  Let  the  gentleman 
sabmit  his  plan ;  and,  if  a  Reasonable  one,  I 
doabt  not  it  will  be  supported  by  the  House. 
Bi^  sir,  let  us  admit  the  fact  and  the  whole 
force  of  the  argument,.!  ask  whose  is  the  fault  ? 
Who  has  been  a  member  for  many  years  past, 
and  has  seen  the  defenceless  state  of  his  coun- 
try even  near  home,  under  his  own  eyes,  with- 
out a  single  endeavor  to  remedy  so  serious  an 
evil  ?  Let  him  not  say  "  I  have  acted  in  a 
minority.'*  It  i9  no  less  the  duty  of  the  minori- 
ty than  a  majority  to  endeavor  to  serve 
oar  country.  For  that  purpose  we  are  sent 
here,  and  not  for  that  of  opposition.  We  are 
next  told  of  the  expenses  of  the  war,  and  that 
people  will  not  pay  taxes.  Why  not  ?  Is  it  a 
want  of  capacity?  What,  with  one  million 
tons  of  shipping,  a  trade  of  near  $100,000,000, 
manufactures  of  $150,000,000,  and  agriculture 
of  thrice  that  amount,  shall  we  be  told  the 
conn  try  wants  capacity  to  raise  and  support 
ten  thousand  or  fifteen  thousand  additional  reg- 
nlars  9  No ;  it  has  the  ability,  that  is  admit- 
ted ;  but  will  it  not  have  the  dispoution  ?  Is 
not  the  course  a  just  and  necessary  one?  Shall 
we»  then,  utter  this  libel  on  the  nation?  Where 
-wiU  proof  be  found  of  a  fact  so  disgraceful  ?  It 
is  said,  in  the  history  of  the  country  twelve  or 
fifteen  years  ago.  The  case  is  not  parallel.  The 
ability  of  the  country  is  greatly  increased  since. 
The  object  of  that  tax  was  unpopular.  But  on 
thiSf  as  well  as  my  memory  and  almost  infmt 
observation  at  that  time  serve  me,  the  objection 
was  not  to  the  tax,  or  its  amount,  but  the  mode 
of  collection.  The  eye  of  the  nation  was  fright- 
ened by  the  number  of  ofScers ;  its  love  of 
liberty  shocked  with  the  multiplicity  of  regula- 
tions. We,  in  the  vile  spirit  of  imitation,  copied 
from  the  most  oppressive  part  of  European  laws 
on  that  subject,  and  imposed  on  a  yoxmg  and 
virtuous  nation  all  the  severe  provisions  made 
necessary  by  corruption  and  long  growiuff 
chicane.  K  taxes  should  become  necessary,  I 
do  not  heatate  to  say  the  people  will  pay  cheer- 
fnlly.  It  is  for  their  Government  and  their 
canse,  and  would  be  their  interest  and  duty  to 
pay.  But  it  may  be,  and  I  believe  was  said, 
that  the  nation  wiU  not  pay  taxes,  because  the 
rights  violated  are  not  worth  defending,  or  that 
the  defence  will  cost  more  than  the  profit.  Sir, 
I  here  enter  my  solemn  protest  against  this  low 
and  *^  calculating  avarice*'  entering  this  hall  of 
l^palation.  It  is  only  fit  for  shops  and  count- 
ing-houses, and  ought  not  to  disgrace  the  seat 
of  sovereignty  by  its  squalid  and  vile  appearance. 
Whenever  it  touches  sovereign  power,  the  na- 
tion is  ruined.  It  is  too  short-sighted  to  defend 
itse]£  It  is  an  unpromising  spirit,  always  ready 
to  yield  a  part  to  save  the  balance.  It  is  too 
timid  to  have  in  itself  the  laws  of  scdf-preserva- 
Vol.  IV.— 29 


tioD.  It  is  never  safe  but  under  the  shield  of 
honor.  Sir,  I  only  know  of  one  principle  to 
make  a  nation  great,  to  produce  in  this  country 
not  the  form  but  real  spirit  of  union,  and  that 
is,  to  protect  every  citizen  in  the  lawful  pursuit 
of  his  business.  He  will  then  feel  that  he  is 
backed  by  the  Government ;  that  its  arm  is  his 
arms ;  and  will  r^oice  in  its  iucreased  strength 
and  prosperity.  Protection  and  patriotism  are 
reciprocal.  This  is  the  road  that  all  great  na- 
tions have  trod.  Sir,  I  am  not  versed  in  this 
calculating  policy;  and  will  not,  therefore  pre- 
tend to  estimate  in  dollars  and  cents  the  value 
of  national  independence,  or  national  affection. 
I  cannot  dare  to  measure,  in  shillings  and  pence, 
the  misery,  the  stripes,  and  the  slavery  of  our, 
impressed  seamen;  nor  even  to  value  our  ship- 
ping, commercial,  and  agricultural  losses,  un- 
der the  Orders  in  Council  and  the  British  sys- 
tem of  blockade.  I  hope  I  have  not  condemned 
any  prudent  estimate  of  the  means  of  a  country, 
before  it  enters  on  a  war.  This  is  wisdom,  the 
other  folly.  Sir,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
lias  not  failed  to  touch  on  the  calamity  of  war ; 
that  fruitful  source  of  declamation,  by  which 
pity  becomes  the  advocate  of  cowardice ;  but  I 
know  not  what  we  have  to  do  with  that  sub- 
ject. If  the  gentleman  desires  to  repress  the 
gallant  ardor  of  our  countrymen  by  such  topics, 
let  me  inform  him,  that  true  courage  regards 
only  the  canse— that  it  is  just  and  necessary — 
and  that  it  despises  the  pain  and  danger  of  war. 
If  he  really  wishes  to  promote  the  cause  of  hu- 
manity, let  his  eloquence  be  addressed  to  Lord 
Wellesley  or  Mr.  Percival,  and  not  the  Ameri- 
can Congress.  Tell  them,  if  they  persist  in  such 
daring  insult  and  injury  to  a  neutral  nation, 
t^t,  however  inclined  to  peace,  it  will  be  bound 
£a  honor  and  interest  to  resist ;  that  their  pa- 
tience and  benevolence,  however  great,  will  be 
exhausted;  that  the  calamity  of  war  will  ensue; 
and  that  they,  in  the  opinion  of  wounded  hu- 
manity, will  be  answerable  for  aU  its  devasta- 
tion and  misery.  Let  melting  pity,  and  regard 
to  the  interest  of  humanity,  stay  the  hand  of 
ii^ustice,  and,  my  life  on  it,  the  gentleman  will 
not  find  it  difficult  to  call  off  his  country  from 
the  bloody  scenes  of  war. 

We  are  next  told  of  the  danger  of  war  I  I 
believe  we  are  all  ready  to  acknowledge  its 
hazard  and  accidents ;  but  I  cannot  think  we 
have  any  extraordinary  danger  to  contend  with, 
at  least  so  much  as  to  warrant  an  acquiescence 
in  the  injuries  we  have  received.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  believe  no  war  can  be  less  dangerous  to 
internal  peace,  or  national  existence.  But,  we 
are  told  of  Ihe  black  population  of  the  South. 
As  faff  as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  speaks 
of  his  own  personal  knowledge,  I  will  not  pre- 
tend to  contradict  him;  I  only  re^et  that  such 
is  the  dreadful  state  of  his  parUcular  part  of 
the  country.  Of  the  Southern  section,  I  too 
have  some  personal  knowledge,  and  can  say 
that,  in  South  Carolina,  no  such  fears  in  anv 
part  are  felt  But,  sir,  admit  the  gentleman's 
statement;  wiU  a  war  with  Great  Britain  in* 
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crease  the  danger  ?  Will  the  country  be  less 
able  to  repress  insurrection?  Had  we  any 
thing  to  fear  from  that  quarter,  which  I  sincere- 
ly disbelieve,  in  my  opinion,  the  precise  time  of 
the  greatest  safety  is  during  a  war  in  which  we 
have  no  fear  of  invasion — ^then  the  country  is 
most  on  its  guard ;  our  militia  the  best  prepar- 
ed ;  and  standing  force  the  greatest.  Even  in 
our  Revolution  no  attempts  were  made  by  that 
portion  of  our  population ;  and,  however  the 
gentleman  may  frighten  himself  with  the  dis- 
organizing effects  01  French  principles,  I  cannot 
think  our  ignorant  blacks  have  felt  much  of 
their  baneM  influence.  I  dare  say  more  than 
one-half  of  them  never  heard  of  the  French 
Eevolution.  But,  as  great  as  is  the  danger 
from  our  slaves,  the  gentleman's  fears  end  not 
there — ^the  standing  army  is  not  less  terrible  to 
him.  Sir,  I  think  a  regular  force,  raised  for  a 
period  of  actual  hostilities,  cannot  be  called  a 
standing  army.  There  is  a  just  distinction  be- 
tween such  a  force,  and  one  raised  as  a  peace 
establishment.  Whatever  may  be  the  composi- 
tion of  the  latter,  I  hope  the  former  will  consist 
of  some  of  the  best  materials  of  the  country. 
The  ardent  patriotism  of  our  young  men,  and 
the  reasonable  boun^  in  land  which  is  pro- 
posed to  be  given,  will  impel  them  to  join  tiieir 
country's  standard  and  to  fight  her  battles; 
they  will  not  forget  the  citizeh  in  the  soldier, 
and,  in  obeying  their  officer,  learn  to  contemn 
their  constitution.  In  our  officers  and  soldiers 
we  will  find  patriotism  no  less  pure  and  ardent 
than  in  the  private  citizen ;  but^  if  they  eho^d 
be  depraved,  as  represented,  what  have  we  to 
fear  from  twenty-five  or  thirty  thousand  reg- 
ulars? Where  will  be  the  boasted  militia  of 
the  gentleman  ?  Can  one  million  of  militia  be 
overpowered  by  thirty  thousand  regulars?  If 
so,  how  can  we  rely  on  them  against  a  foe  in- 
vading our  country  ?  Sir.  I  have  no  such  con- 
temptuous idea  of  our  militia — ^their  untaught 
bravery  is  sufficient  to  crush  all  foreign  and 
internjd  attempts  on  their  country's  liberties. 
But  we  have  not  yet  come  to  the  end  of  the 
chapter  of  dangers.  The  gentleman's  imagina- 
tion, so  fruitful  on  this  subject,  conceives  that 
our  constitution  is  not  calculated  for  war,  and 
that  it  cannot  stand  its  rude  shock.  This  is 
rather  extraordinary — we  must  depend  upon 
the  pity  or  contempt  of  other  nations,  for  our 
existence.  The  constitution,  it  seems,  has  failed 
in  its  essential  part,  ^^to  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defence."  No,  says  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  it  is  competent  for  a  defensive,  but 
not  an  offensive  war.  It  is  not  necessaryfor 
me  to  expose  the  error  of  this  opinion.  Why 
make  the  distinction  in  this  instance  ?  Will  he 
pretend  to  say,  that  this  is  an  offensive  war ;  a 
war  of  conquest?  Yes,  the  gentleman  has  dared 
to  make  this  assertion ;  and  for  reasons  no  less 
extraordinary  than  the  assertion  itsdf.  He 
says,  our  rights  are  violated  on  the  ocean,  and 
that  these  violations  affect  our  shipping,  and 
oommercial  rights,  to  which  the  Ganadas  have 
DO  relation.    The  dootrine  of  retaliation  has 


been  much  abused  of  late  by  an  unnatund  ex« 
tension ;  we  have  now  to  witness  a  new  abuse. 
The  gentleman  from  Yirginia  has  fimited  it 
down  to  a  point.  By  his  system,  if  youreodrea 
blow  on  the  breast,  you  dare  not  retom  it  on  tiie 
head,  you  are  obliged  to  measure  and  return  it  on 
the  precise  point  on  which  it  was  receivei  If 
you  do  not  proceed  with  mathematical  aecnnqr, 
it  ceases  to  be  just  self-defence ;  it  becomes  an 
unprovoked  attack.  In  speaking  of  Cinada, 
the  gentleman  from  Yirginia  introdaoed  the 
name  of  Montgomery  with  much  feeluig  and 
interest  Sir,  there  is  danger  in  that  name  to 
the  gentleman's  argument.  It  is  sacred  to 
heroism  I  It  is  indignant  of  submission  I  This 
calls  my  memory  baick  to  the  time  of  onr  Rer- 
olution ;  to  the  Congress  of  '74  and  '76.  Snp- 
poeing  a  speaker  of  that  day  had  risen  and  orged 
all  the  arguments  which  we  have  heard  on  this 
subject;  had  told  that  Congress,  ^^ your  contest 
is  about  the  right  of  laving  a  tax ;  and  that  the 
attempt  on  Canada  had  nothing  to  do  with  it: 
that  the  war  would  be  expensive;  that  danger 
and  devastation  would  overspread  oar  coun^, 
and  that  the  power  of  Great  Britain  wasimsist- 
ible."  With  what  sentiment,  think  yon,  would 
such  doctrines  have  been  received  ?  H^py  for 
us,  they  had  no  force  at  that  period  of  onr  ooon- 
try's  glory.  Had  they  been  then  acted  on,  this 
Hall  would  never  have  witnessed  a  great  natioB 
convened  to  deliberate  for  the  g^eral  good;  a 
mighty  empire,  with  prouder  proq)ect3  than 
any  nation  the  sun  ever  shone  on,  wonld  not 
have  risen  in  the  West  No ;  we  wonld  have 
been  vile,  subjected  colonies;  governed  by  that 
imperious  rod  which  Great  Britain  holds  orer 
her  distant  provinces. 

Mr.  Desha  said— Mr.  Speaker,  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Belations,  of  which 
the  resolution  now  under  consideration  forms  a 
part,  is  not  what  I  thought  would  have  been 
the  most  advisable  to  adopt,  in  order  to  meet 
the  emergency;  not  that  I  was  for  immediate 
war,  as  we  are  unprepared  for  that  event ;  bo^ 
rar,  in  addition  to  the  force  recommended,  and 
authorizing  the  arming  the  merchant  vessels.  I 
was  for  adopting  the  convoy  system.  Bat,  sir, 
as  the  report  is  of  a  character  different  from  the 
temporizing  policy  heretofore  pursued,  and  one, 
if  not  decisive  in  itselfj  which  will  lead  to  some- 
thing decisive;  and  as  I  am  now  perfectly sads^ 
fied  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government 
to  follow  it  up  by  ulterior  measures,  calculated 
to  prove  the  necessity  of  these  preparatory 
steps,  and  as  union,  under  existing  circnmstan- 
ces,  is  all-important,  as  one  of  the  committee,! 
am  bound  to  give  it  my  support 

Sir,  discovering  no  disposition  on  the  part  of 
Britain  to  relax  in  her  Orders  in  Council,  to 
cease  her  oppresmon,  or  to  make  restitution  for 
the  damages  we  have  sustained;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  a  manifest  disposition  to  persist  in  her 
lawless  aggressions,  it  therefore  becomes  neces- 
sary not  to  depend  any  longer  on  countervail- 
ing restrictive  systems,  but  to  adopt  sometiimg 
of  a  oharaoter  more  energetic,  and  mofecoft- 
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genial  to  the  wishes  of  the  American  people. 
Sir,  while  I  thoaght  there  was  the  most  distant 
probahilitj  of  obtaining  justice  bj  peace  meas- 
ares,  I  was  an  advocate  for  peace;  but,  sir, 
when  I  see  not  the  least  prospect  of  a  revoca- 
tion of  her  destructive  Orders  m  Council,  of  the 
releasement  of  our  impressed  countrymen,  a  re- 
linquishment of  the  principle  of  impressment, 
nor  restitution  fbr  damages,  I  am  for  assuming 
a  war  attitude-— consequendj  shall  vote  for  the 
report  of  the  committee,  because  I  believe  the 
force  there  contemplated  will  be  an  efficient 
force,  and  adequate  to  the  purposes  intended, 
to  wit,  the  subjugation  of  the  British  North 
American  Provinces. 

Sir,  to  enumerate  the  aggressions  committed 
on  our  rights  by  Britain,  the  depredations  on 
our  commerce,  the  murder  and  impressment  of 
our  countrymen,  and  the  indignities  offered  our 
flag,  would  be  taking  up  your  time  unnecessa- 
rily— ^particularly,  sir,  as  ^ose  enormities  must 
be  recent  in  the  mind  of  every  member  present ; 
and  as  it  is  time  to  lay  aside  the  war  of  words 
and  proceed  to  actions,  I  shall  not  detain  you 
long  with  any  remarks  of  mine. 

Sir,  remonstrances  against  atrocities  have 
been  made  in  vain ;  experience  has  taught  us 
nothing  can  be  expected  from  negotiations. 
We  have  been  negotiating  for  fifteen  or  twenty 
years,  at  an  enormous  ezx>en6e,  say  nearly  half 
a  million  of  dollars,  and  the  causes  of  which  we 
complained  have  regularly  increased ;  insult  has 
been  heaped  upon  inlury,  we  have  suffered  our- 
selves to  be  buffeted,  kicked,  and  treated  widi 
aU  kind  of  indignities  with  impunity.  Yes,  sir, 
insult  has  been  the  result  of  all  late  attempts  at 
negotiation;  for  instance,  sir,  Mr.  Bosetwas 
sent  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  gull  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  because  Erskine  was  disposed  to 
do  ns  justice  in  part,  he  was  re(»Blled  and  dis- 
graced. The  conduct  of  the  Copenhagen  gen« 
fieman,  Mr.  Jackson,  demonstrated  tibat  he  was 
sent  for  the  purpose  of  bullying  the  Government. 
And  pray,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  has  Mr.  Foster 
been  sent  for?  why,  sir,  in  my  opinion,  for  no 
other  purpose  than  to  operate  as  an  opiate  on 
the  Government;  to  Ixill  us  to  sleep.  As  a 
proof  of  which,  about  the  commencement  of 
the  session,  a  session  convened  by  proclamation, 
which  was  naturally  calculated  to  agitate  the 
public  mind,  he  comes  forward  with  offers  of 
reparation  as  he  calls  them,  but  which  in  my 
estimation  is  no  more  than  a  patch,  calculated 
to  cover  one  corner  of  the  wound  the  nation 
received,  in  that  wanton  and  dastardly  outrage, 
the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake ;  but^  sir,  in  his 
soporifics  I  trust  he  will  be  disappointed.  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  when  ^e  let- 
ters from  this  Minister  to  our  Government  are 
examined  by  the  people,  that  independent  of 
the  arrogance  bordering  on  insolence,  in  which 
they  are  couched,  so  characteristic  of  that  na- 
tion, they  will  have  a  different  effect  fh)m  that 
of  conciliation;  the  illiberal  and  disingenuous 
demands  made  preliminary  to  the  revocation  of 
ih<b  Orders  in  Council,  wiu  have  a  tendency  to 


rouse  the  public  mind ;  they  will  be  looked  on 
with  an  indignant  frown  by  all  red  Americans. 

Sir,  we  have  been  constantly  annoyed,  as- 
saulted openly  and  insidiously ;  we  have  been 
plundered,  oppressed,  and  insulted ;  we  thought 
it  preferable  to  forbear  while  forbearance  was 
possible,  than  to  plunge  into  the  evils  of  war,  to 
redress  the  evil  of  plunder  and  partial  and  das- 
tard-like courage ;  we  judged  it  better  to  aban- 
don the  wealth  which  the  ^mictions  of  the  world 
held  out  to  the  avidity  of  commercial  specu- 
lation, and  consequently  withdrew  from  tha 
ocean,  by  the  adoption  of  the  embargo — a  meas- 
ure of  aU  others  the  best  calculated  to  meet  the 
then  emergency,  and  which  would,  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying,  have  produced  the  de<tired 
effect  if  we  had  have  had  firmness  enough  to 
have  adhered  to  it,  and  virtue  and  patriotism 
enough  to  have  enforced  it.  But,  sir,  partyism 
was  our  ruin ;  it  proved  that  we  had  as  much 
to  fear  from  our  domestic  enemies  as  our  for- 
eign foes,  and  apparently  the  gpreatest  evil  we 
had  to  apprehend  was  in  falling  a  victim  to  our 
own  political  dissensions,  occasioned  by  the 
deeply-laid  plans  of  our  deadly  foe,  Britain. 
Sir,  during  embargo  times  our  domestic  enemies, 
encouraged  by  a  proclamation  issued  under  the 
authority  of  the  King  of  England — I  say,  sir, 
those  minions  of  royalty  concentrating  in  the 
East,  talked  of  the  violation  of  laws  as  a  virtue, 
they  demoralized  the  community  by  raising  the 
fiood-gates  of  civil  disorder ;  they  gave  absolu- 
tion to  felons,  and  invited  the  commission  of 
crimes  by  the  omission  of  duty.  But,  sir,  the 
day  of  retribution  is  (I  trust)  not  far  distant, 
when  those  among  us  who  to  gaiii  the  favor  or 
our  enemy  have  betrayed  their  country,  will  sink 
into  insignificance  and  contempt;  the  wages  of 
iniquity  will  not  shield  them  from  due  infamy, 

Mr.  Troup  rose  to  make  an  effort  to  put  an 
end  to  the  debate ;  a  debate  in  which  the  great 
mass  of  the  House  were  enlisted  on  one  side, 
against  the  solitary  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Randolph)  on  the  other ;  and  declared  that 
he  would  caU  fbr  the  previous  question  if  it  was 
persevered  in. 

Mr.  Macon  considered  the  present,  from  the 
turn  the  debate  had  taken,  fhe  most  important 
question  which  had  come  before  the  National 
Government  for  many  years  past,  because  it 
was  evidently  discussed  as  a  war  question, 
though  the  real  question  before  the  House,  if 
adopted,  did  not  declare  war.  It  was  not  now 
a  question  by  what  means  or  by  whose  meas- 
ures the  nation  was  brought  into  its  present 
situation ;  it  must,  however,  be  satisfactory  to 
all,  that  the  Administration  has  done  every 
thing  that  could  have  been  expected,  to  avoid 
the  present  crisis,  and  to  keep  the  nation  at 
peace.  If  the  British  Government  would  cease 
to  violate  our  neutral  and  national  rights,  our 
difilculties  would  be  at  an  end.  It  was  no  long- 
er a  question  about  the  colonial  carrying  trade 
— ^that  was  at  an  end;  because  Great  Britain 
might  now  be  considered  as  possessing  all  the 
West  India  Islands,  and  as  we  nave  now  neither 
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sagar  nor  cofifee  to  cany,  she  has  determined 
to  execute  with  rigor  her  unjust  orders  against 
our  carrying  the  productions  of  our  own  soil  to 
any  market  except  her  own,  or  that  of  her  allies. 
This  is  attacking  the  best  interests  of  the  coun- 
try; indeed,  it  is  takine  the  profits  of  boUi 
planter  and  merchant  Hence,  none  of  our  ex- 
ports bring  a  price  by  which  we  can  live,  ex- 
cept flour;  and  that  would  be  no  better  than 
any  other  article  of  export,  was  it  not  that 
Great  Britain  and  her  allies,  Spain  and  Portu- 
gal, want  it  for  the  support  of  their  armies ;  it 
IS  their  wants,  and  the  great  difficulty  of  getting 
their  wants  supplied  anywhere  else,  that  keeps 
up  the  price  of  wheat. 

Notwithstanding  these  were  his  sentiments, 
he  thought  it  would  be  going  too  &r  to  con- 
sent, by  the  vote  he  was  about  to  give,  t^at  he 
pledged  himself  to  vote  for  any  measure  which 
tiie  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  might  here- 
after bring  forward,  when  he  did  not  intend  to 
TOte  for  flJl  the  resolutions  contained  in  die  re- 
port which  was  now  under  consideration.  Our 
afEairs  must  now  command  the  serious  attention 
of  every  man  in  the  nation.    We  must  either 

Srepare  to  maintain  the  right  to  carry  our  pro- 
nce  to  what  market  we  please,  or  to  be  con- 
tent without  a  market;  to  attempt  another  ne- 
gotiation would  be  useless;  everv  effort  has 
been  made  in  that  way  that  could  be  made. 
Indeed,  no  one  has  yet  said  that  he  wi^^ 
another.  He  was  as  desirous  of  peace  as  he  ever 
was;  and  if  any  plan  shall  be  proposed  by 
which  the  peace  of  the  country  can  be  preserv- 
ed, and  the  right  to  export  our  native  produce 
maintained,  he  diould  still  prefer  it  to  war ;  but 
if  no  such  plan  can  be  devised,  he  was  wUling 
to  go  to  war  for  that  right.  He  was  also  will- 
ing to  declare  the  points  to  the  nation  for  which 
we  went  to  war,  and  rather  than  not  succeed, 
he  would  carry  it  on  for  fifty  years,  and  longer 
if  necessary.  He  felt  no  hesitation  in  declaring, 
that  he  would  not  go  to  war  to  encourage  the 
nation,  or  any  part  of  it,  to  become  manu&o- 
turers,  (and  it  may  not  be  annss  to  observe  that, 
from  the  day  that  this  report  was  kud  on  the  ta- 
ble, we  have  heard  nothing  about  manufac- 
tures ;)  nor  would  he  go  to  war  for  the  purpose 
.of  building  a  navy.  He  mentioned  this,  because 
he  had  heard  a  good  deal  said  of  late  about  in- 
<!reasing  the  fleet  and  building  seventy-fours. 
I^  therefore,  it  was  to  be  a  war  either  to  en- 
oourage  numufactures  or  to  build  a  fleet,  he 
should  be  opposed  to  it ;  he  would  rather  re- 
main as  we  are  awhile  longer,  bad  as  our  situa- 
tion is,  than  to  stick  these  two  set-fasts  to  the 
back  of  the  nation,  neither  of  which  it  oould 
ever  get  clear  of.  A  peace  in  Europe  might 
free  us  from  our  present  embarrassments,  but 
from  the  other,  once  established,  we  can  never 
expect  to  get  free. 

He  could  not  agree  with  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  (Mr.  Tbouf)  that  the  House  ought 
now,  by  the  previous  question,  to  put  an  end  to 
the  debate;  on  the  contrary,  he  wished  every 
member  m^iht  hAvefidl  time  to  deliver  his  sen- 


timents on  this  great  question ;  for  his  part,  he 
wished  to  hear  the  opinions  of  those  who  lired 
on  the  Eastern  frontier;  he  was  gratified  that 
several  of  the  members  of  the  Western  hsd 
favored  the  committee  with  theirs.  He  ex- 
pressed this  wish,  because  the  part  of  the  eoon- 
try  which  he  represented  was  in  the  middle 
country,  about  the  same  distance  from  the 
mountains  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  in  no  danger 
of  being  surprised  or  iigured  by  any  plundering 
party ;  but  if  the  House  was  to  do  that  which 
the  gentleman  from  Greorgia  seemed  to  deare, 
it  would  do  no  good ;  because  if  our  object  be 
to  invade  Ganaoa,  it  can  scarcely  be  expected 
that  this  could  be  done  with  our  utmost  exe^ 
tions  by  regular  troops,  hereafter  to  be  raised, 
sooner  than  June  or  July.  Hitherto,  onr  pro- 
ceedings have  been  carried  on  not  only  with 
good  humor,  but  with  great  urbanity  slso;  to 
stop  the  debate,  might  have  a  tend^cj  to 
change  this,  which  no  one  would  regret  more 
than  tiie  gentleman  himself.  Before  we  raise 
an  army,  and  provide  it  with  every  thing  neces- 
sary for  marching,  we  have  much  to  do.  We 
have  now  no  Washington  to  command,  and 
since  the  days  of  Joshua,  I  have  read  of  no  sach 
man^  such  men  do  not  appear  every  oentoiy, 
and  a  thousand  years  will  nardl7  produce  one. 
It  is  quite  probable,  except  the  Gommander-in« 
chie^  as  good  or  better  appointments  msj  be 
now  made,  than  were  made  at  the  be^nning  of 
the  Revolution;  because  there  are  now  more 
men  of  experience  in  the  country  than  there 
were  at  that  time;  and,  also,  because  the  men 
of  talents  and  experience  are  much  better 
known  to  the  National  Oovenunent  now  than 
they  then  were ;  besides  the  selection  of  officers, 
the  wagons,  carta,  and  provisions,  are  to  par- 
chase,  and  almost  every  other  article  neoeB6ai7 
for  a  marchinff  army.  It  may  not  be  improper 
here  to  remark,  that  this  is  not  a  GoverameDt 
of  confidence;  and  that,  before  we  go  too &r, 
we  ought,  by  some  means  or  other,  to  know 
who  is  to  command  the  army.  There  cannot 
be  much  diffiotdty  in  this,  e^pedally  as  ereiy 
department  of  the  Gk)vemment  seems  willing  to 
raise  a  force  adequate  to  the  purpoae  for  whidi 
it  is  wanted.  And  here,  air,  permit  me  to  say, 
that  I  hope  this  is  to  be  no  party  war,  bot  a 
national  war,  in  which  every  person  in  the  na- 
tion may  have  a  fcdr  chance  to  participate  in 
the  honor  and  glory  to  be  acquired  in  me  field 
of  battle,  and  m  defence  of  the  rights  of  hb 
country.  Such  a  war,  if  war  we  shall  hare, 
can  fldone,  in  my  judgment,  obtain  the  end  for 
which  we  mean  to  oontend,  without  any  die- 
grace. 

Fbidat,  December  IS. 

Foreign  BeUUum, 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 

report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relationa, 

Mr.  Dawson. — ^When  we  are  about  to  take  » 

step,  to  assume  an  attitude  which  must  change 

all  our  fordgn  reUtiona,  and  may  prodnos  a 
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change  in  onr  political  *character,  it  becomes  us 
to  summon  idl  onr  wisdom — ^to  collect  all  ora* 
moderation  and  firmness,  and  to  unite  all  our 
energies  and  exertions.  It  becomes  ns  to  be 
"  neither  rash  nor  diffident,"  or,  to  use  the  lan- 
guage of  one  of  the  greatest  men  who  ever  lived 
in  the  tide  of  times,  ^  Immoderate  valor  swells 
into  a  &ult,  and  fear  admitted  into  public  coun<» 
cils  betrays  like  treason.'*  Such,  sir,  is  the  sit- 
uation of  the  United  States  at  this  moment. 
We  are  about  to  take  such  a  steph—everj  senti- 
ment therefore  which  can  be  offered  demands 
its  proportion  of  public  attention,  and  renders 
that  apology  from  me  unnecesisary,  which,  on 
any  oliier  occasion,  conmion  propriety  would 
justify. 

After  the  select  Oommittee  on  our  Foreign 
Belations  had  made  their  report,  it  seemed  to 
me  to  be  their  particular  duty  to  give  to  this 
House  a  full  exposition  of  their  present  and  ul- 
terior views  and  objects,  and  of  those  of  the 
Administration,  as  far  as  they  had  ascertained 
them,  founded  on  the  information  which,  it  is 
presumed,  they  possessed.  For  this  I  waited 
with  patience,  and  h*ave  listened  with  attention 
and  with  pleasure — it  has  been  given  with 
promptness,  with  ability,  and  with  candor ;  and 
with  that  perspicuity  which  frees  the  mind 
from  aU  doubt  as  to  the  course  which,  in  their 
judgment,  we  ought  to  pursue.  And  it  now 
rests  with  us,  sir,  to  determine  whether  we 
shall  sanction  their  recommendation — ^whether 
we  shall  adopt  those  measures  necessary  and 
preparatory  to  a  war  in  which  it  is  probable  our 
country  will  be  engaged.  Sir,  in  the  course  of 
my  political  life,  it  has  been  my  duty  to  meet  and 
to  decide  on  some  of  the  most  important  ques- 
tions which  have  been  agitated  in  our  public 
councils,  and  deeply  involving  the  best  interests 
of  our  country;  these  duties  I  have  performed 
with  fidelity  and  without  fear,  and  I  pledge  my- 
aelf  never  to  depart  from  that  line  of  conduct ; 
and,  sir,  at  no  period  of  my  life,  nor  upon  any 
occasion,  have  I  met  any  question  with  more 
serious  deliberation  and  more  undaunted  finn- 
ness  than  I  do  the  present 

For  several  years  past  I  have  been  an  advo- 
cate for  the  adoption  of  every  measure,  the  ob- 
ject of  which  was  to  place  our  country  in  a 
complete  state  of  defence,  and  prepare  us  to 
meet  any  state  of  things.  I  have  thought,  and 
do  think  that  preparatory  and  vigorous  meas- 
ures are  best  calculated  to  maintain  the  dignity 
and  secure  the  peace  and  happiness  of  our  coun- 
try— ^that  to  be  prepared  to  meet  danger  is  tiie 
best  way  to  avert  it.  These  preparations  have 
not  been  carried  to  the  extent  which  I  have 
wished — and  yet,  sir,  I  am  far  from  thinking 
that  my  country  is  in  that  feeble  state  which 
some  gentlemen  seem  willing  to  represent  it^  I 
feel  myself  authorized  to  state,  that  we  have  all 
the  necessaries;  aU  the  implements;  all  the 
munitions  necessary  for  a  three  years'  close  war 
ag^nst  any  force  which  any  power  can  send  to 
tMs  continent. 

All  that  we  want,  are  men.    No,  sir,  pardon 


the  expression — all  which  we  want  is  an  expres- 
sion of  the  will  of  the  nation.  Let  this  House, 
let  the  constituted  authorities  declare  that  will 
— let  them  declare  *Hhe  Republic  to  be  in  dan- 
ger," and  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  our 
fellow-citizens  will  rally  round  the  standard  of 
their  country,  resolved  to  support  her  rights, 
avenge  her  wrongs,  or  perish  in  her  ruin.  Yes, 
sir,  should  that  awful  moment  ever  arrive,  which 
may  Heaven  avert  1 — should  we  be  forced  into 
a  war  in  liie  defence  of  our  just  rights,  I  trust 
and  Alieve  that  there  is  not  a  man  in  the  na- 
tion, whose  situation  will  permit,  who  will  not 
be  ready  to  march  at  his  country's  calL  Ko 
man  more  devoulty  prays  for  peace  than  I  do; 
no  man  deprecates  large  standing  armies  in  the 
time  of  peace  more  than  I  do.  I  consider 
them  the  bane  of  society  and  the  danger  of  re- 
publics; but,  sir,  as  peace,  honorable  peace,  is 
not  always  at  our  command,  they  must  be  r^ 
sorted  to  in  time  of  war. 

Mr.  Nelson  protested  against  the  doctrine 
that  in  the  vote  he  was  about  to  give  he  should 
pledge  himself  to  the  support  of  whatever 
ulterior  measures  the  Oommittee  of  Foreign 
Relations  mi^t  choose  to  adopt.  He  was  sen- 
sible that  he  should  hazard  the  censure  of  his 
associates  in  the  Republican  cause  by  the  obser- 
vations he  proposed  to  submit  Nay,  his  Re- 
publican friends  might  have  the  audacity  to 
denounce  him  as  an  apostate,  but  the  people 
had  intrusted  him  with  their  dearest  rights  and 
interests,  and  he  was  resolved  to  pursue  these 
according  to  his  best  judgment,  regardless  of 
the  strictures  of  friends,  and  of  the  contuma- 
cious abuse  of  the  press.  Proscription  should 
have  no  influence  on  his  conduct.  And  hence 
he  must  express  his  astonishment  at  those  gen- 
tlemen who  had  threatened  the  House  with  the 
previous  question,  when  they  themselves  ad- 
mitted the  vast  importance  of  the  subject 
under  discussion.  Tacitus  inform  us  that 
even  the  semi-barbarian  Grermans,  when  war 
was  to  be  decided  on,  took  two  several  occasions 
to  debate  upon  it — one,  when  they  were  in  the 
full  possession  of  their  natural  faculties ;  and, 
second,  when  the7  were  excited  by  extravagant 
circumstances.  But  in  these  enlightened  days 
it  seems  that  we  are  to  decide  this  all-important 
question  without  debate  I  He  begged  gentle- 
men to  divest  themselves  of  passion.  It  was 
not  a  time  to  bow  to  the  influence  of  improper 
feelings.  They  ought  calmly  and  coolly  to  meet 
the  subject  They  were  to  decide  upon  a  ques- 
tion which  was  of  no  momentary  nature.  If 
they  did  go  to  war,  it  would  be  a  lasting 
war;  and  he  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  (Mr.  Tboup,)  that  if  war-speeches 
were  necessary  to  bring  the  House  to  the  stick- 
ingpoint,  it  was  much  too  soon  to  begin  war. 

He  proposed  to  consider  these  resolutions  aa 
a  measure  of  hostility,  according  to  the  views 
of  its  advocates,  and  then  as  a  measure  of  defen- 
sive preparations,  agreeable  to  the  spirit  of  Ex- 
ecutive recommendation,  which  was  favorable 
to  peace.    What  were  the  objects  of  the  wart 
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To  establish  our  neatral  rights,  to  exempt  our 
seamen  from  imprisomnent,  the  repeal  of  the 
Orders  in  Goancil,  and  of  the  blockades,  and 
the  security  of  the  American  flag.  What  would 
be  the  effects  of  war,  the  tocsin  of  which  was 
for  the  first  time  sounded  Uirough  the  land  ? 
Our  country  had  been  blessed  by  Providenoe 
with  more  than  thirty  years  of  peace  and  plen- 
ty. The  habits  of  the  people  were  pacific. 
The  trifiing  hostilities  with  England  were  of  no 
consequence.  But  now  the  yeomanry  of  the 
country  were  to  be  called  to  arms  as  if  our 
own  territory  were  to  be  invaded.  He  sym- 
pathized with  the  sufferings  of  his  impressed 
and  incarcerated  fellow-citizens;  but  would  a 
territorial  war  exempt  them  from  impressment  ? 
Would  it  establish  our  neutral  rights  9  Certain- 
ly not.  The  way  to  enforce  these  rights  was 
by  a  great  maritime  force,  which  the  nation 
were  incompetent  to  raise  and  support 

But  the  advocates  of  immediate  war  said 
that  if  they  could  not  obtain  their  objects  by 
direct  hostility  on  the  ocean,  they  could  do  it 
by  a  sticcedoMum — ^by  tiie  exercise  of  the  lex 
talionu  in  an  indirect  way.  After  issuing 
letters  of  marque,  they  would  resort  to  the  in- 
vasion of  the  enemies*  territorial  provinces. 
He  contended  that  this  would  be  inefficacious, 
and  maintiuned  that  to  convert  our  merchants 
into  privateers  would  be  to  turn  them  loose 
upon  the  seas  as  highway  robbers.  They  would 
not  be  competent  to  carry  on  a  war  in  this  way. 
They  would  have  abandoned  tiieir  pea(5eful  pur- 
suits; they  would  accept  a  fraternal  embrace 
of  French  subjects;  fight  side  by  side  with 
them,  and  submit  themselves  to  the  will  of  the 
French  Emperor.  However  scrupulous  gentle- 
men might  now  be,  when  the  hour  of  danger 
came  they  would  accept  the  alliance  of  France. 
The  national  into-ests  would  be  identified  wit^ 
those  of  the  European  continent  We  should 
adopt  the  continental  system,  in  which  our 
liberties  and  independence  would  be  jeopard- 
ized. 

He  deprecated  the  invasion  of  Canada  as  an 
act  of  foreign  conquest.  We  could  not  suppose 
that  Great  Britain  would  slumber  over  our 
occupation  of  it,  and  where  should  we  find  a 
stationary  force  able  to  keep  possession  of  it  as 
a  conquered  province?  Admit  it  as  a  sister 
into  the  Union,  we  dare  not  abandon  it  at  the 
peace,  and  therefore  we  could  not  give  it  back 
ibr  the  restoration  of  our  maritime  rights.  But 
suppose  that  Great  Britain  should  be  brought 
to  her  knees,  (and  this  was  all  the  most  valiant 
of  us  would  ask,)  what  have  we  to  expect,  if 
the  power  and  the  commerce  of  England  should 
be  thrown  into  the  arms  of  France,  from  the 
high,  the  mighty,  the  imperial  Napoleon? 
Would  he  respect  us  more  ihm  England  would  ? 
They  both  follow  their  own  interest,  as  we 
ought  to  follow  ours.  What  would  be  tiie 
effect  of  this  war  upon  ourselves? 

He  feared  a  war,  not  from  a  puerile  fear  of 
its  expenses  or  of  death,  but  from  a  manly 
dread  of  the  eonaequenoes  of  this  war,  whidi 


must  last  as  long  as  England  had  a  sbi]^  at  ma, 
or  a  man  to  man  it.  It  must  link  ub  to  the 
destinies  of  continental  Europe;  it  woidd  plaoe 
us  under  complete  foreign  influence  and  foreij^ 
dominion ;  it  would  change  our  political  insti- 
tutions. The  sages  who  framed  the  constita- 
tion,  and  illumined  it  by  their  commeDtariea, 
had  predicted  that  it  would  not  suit  to  stand 
the  shock  of  war.  The  BepnUic  weald  b« 
ruined  by  war.  We  do  not  want  ooarage^ 
The  Revolution  had  shown  proofs  of  the  greats 
est  valor  ever  exhibited  by  human  nature.  Bat 
few  circumstances  beeades  invasion  would  jus- 
tify war.  It  would  strengthen  the  EzecotiTe 
arm  at  the  expense  of  the  Legialatare.  The 
Chief  Magistrate  would  have  to  carry  on  the 
war.  He  would,  upon  the  plea  of  neccesitj, 
change  our  appropriations  from  one  object  to 
another.  The  constitution  would  be  sappei 
The  legislative  power  would  be  destroved.  He 
cared  not  for  the  prices  of  cotton  ancl  tobacco 
as  compared  with  trie  constitution.  War  voold 
introduce  a  slavish  subordinaUon  among  the 
people.  They  would  lose  their  repoblicaa 
simplicity  and  their  repul^lioan  independence. 
They  would  neglect  their  homespnn  for  the 
military  plume  and  the  gilded  epaulette.  Their 
morals*  would  become  depraved.  Lore  of 
idleness,  extravagance,  and  neglect  of  the  doO 
pursuits  of  common  life,  would  take  place.  The 
desire  would  again  prevail  of  acquiring  large 
fortunes  by  aid  of  invasion,  at  the  expense  of 
the  war-worn  soldier  whose  fruits  woold  be 
taken  away  for  a  mere  song,  as  they  had  been 
at  the  dose  of  the  Bevolution.  Cupidity  would 
be  introduced,  and  pervade  the  pubho  mind. 

I  have  made  these  remarks,  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
repel  t^e  declarations  of  gentlemen,  that  to  vote 
for  this  resolution  would  pledge  me  to  embsrk 
in  war.  If  war  is  necessary,  I  would  not  shrink 
from  it,  big  as  it  is  with  caLEonity  and  niin.  It 
will  be  the  duty  of  Government  to  obviate 
some  of  its  evils. 

I  am  in  hopes,  too,  sir,  that  I  have  been  so 
fortunate  as  to  check  the  inteinperanoe  of  the 
youth  of  my  country.  They  will  excuse  me.  I 
trust  we  may  not  be  led  away  by  the  ardor  of 
youth  or  of  old  age.  I  shall  vote  for  the  in- 
crease of  the  regular  force,  to  go  hand  in  band 
with  my  friends,  even  in  a  war,  if  neoessaxy  and 
just.  I  have  not  made  this  speech  to  prove 
that  I  am  against  war. 

Mr.  FiNDLiLT  said  he  had  frequently  obeerved 
members,  after  a  question  had  undergone  aveiy 
tedious  discussion,  say  that  if  the  yeas  and  naji 
had  not  been  called  they  would  not  have  ipokwi 
on  the  question,  but  these  having  been  called, 
they  must  assign  the  reasons  for  their  vot^ 
He  did  not  improve  of  that  principle,  becaose 
if  it  was  to  be  reduced  to  practice  ev^  mei^ 
ber  would  speak  to  every  such  question,  and 
there  would  be  no  end  of  the  debate.  Hof^ 
ever,  on  tliis  question,  though  he  thondit  it  had 
been  sufficiently  disouased,  yet  he  deemed  ^ 
proper  to  express  a  few  thoughts,  not  so  mnch 
to  give  the  reaaooB  fiv  th«  vote  he  deaigMdto 
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Give,  as  to  explain  the  principles  on  which  he 
designed  to  give  his  vote.  He  designed  to  vote 
for  the  resolution  before  the  House,  bat  not 
surely  for  the  same  reasons  or  with  the  same 
determined  views  that  some  honorable  mem- 
bers have  expressed.  He  would  not  dwell  on 
the  tyrannies  and  robberies  of  either  the  more 
ancient  or  modem  despots  or  Governments,  of 
the  old  world,  but  coimne  himself  to  snoh  as 
bad  a  direct  relation  to  the  question  depending 
before  the  House. 

That  the  aggressions  and  bad  faith  of  the  Brit- 
ish Government,  and  the  recommendations  of 
the  Executive,  were  the  foundation  of  l^e  reso- 
lutions before  the  House,  was  admitted  by  all 
that  have  spoken  on  the  question.  In  order  to 
be  understood  he  would  take  a  concise  retro- 
spect of  our  relations  with  Britain  since  nearly 
the  commencement  of  the  present  Ghovemment 
of  the  United  States. 

During  the  First  Congress  an  Indian  war  was 
commenced  on  our  western  frontier,  and  con- 
ducted as  usual  with  savage  ferocity;  but, 
believing  that  it  only  resulted  from  tifie  com- 
bination of  a  few  tribes,  our  defensive  measures 
at  first  were  weak,  and  our  first  attempts  un- 
fortunate. But  it  soon  became  such  a  tedious 
and  expensive  war  as  to  require  for  several 
years  the  exertion  of  all  our  resources.  It  had 
at  last  a  fortunate  condnsion ;  but  during  its 
progress  our  Govemipent  and  the  citizens  were 
fully  convinced  that  uie  Indians  were  encourag- 
ed and  supported  by  the  British  Grovemment. 

We  all  knew  that  for  several  years  past  In- 
dian councils  have  been  convened  by  British 
agents,  who  influenced  them  by  presents,  and 
employed  them  as  emissaries  to  excite  tiie  peace- 
able Indians  in  our  own  territories  to  go  to  war 
against  our  new  and  dispersed  settlements.  It 
would  be  infidelity  to  doubt  the  truth  of  the 
Indians  having  received  their  arms,  ^.,  from 
British  agents,  and  though  these  British  allies 
have  got  a  check  in  the  late  engagement,  yet  it 
also  has  cost  us  dear.  We  have  no  ground  to 
conclude  that  the  danger  is  over;  revenge  is 
the  predominant  passion  of  savages,  and  though 
we  have  not  such  uneqnivocu  proo&  of  the 
British  in  the  present  instance  exciting  the  In- 
dians to  war,  and  supplying  them  for  Siat  pur- 
pose, as  we  had  in  1798,  when  President  Wash- 
nroTON  received  a  copy  of  Lord  Dorchester's 
speech  to  the  Indian  tribes,  encouraging  them 
to  war  against  our  settlements,  and  promising 
them  a  co-operation  of  the  British  force — ^the 
copy  ci  which  gracious  speedi  several,  mem- 
bers yet  in  Congress  saw  at  that  time,  and  every 
member  has  heard  of  it — ^through  a  kind  Prov- 
idence that  co-operation  was  prevented  by  the 
defeat  of  the  British  armies  in  Europe.  Though 
we  have  not  at  present  such  explicit  proofs  that 
the  Indians  at  present  are  acting  as  British 
alliea,  yet  we  have  as  much  proof  as  the  nature 
of  the  case  can  afibrd,  and  it  would  be  very 
unwise  if  we  did  not  act  accordingly. 
^  From  the  above  view  of  the  subject,  if  we 
hiad  no  other  cause,  I  deduce  the  expediency  of 


increasing  our  regular  force  agreeable  to  the  re- 
commendation of  the  President  and  of  our  com- 
mittee. I  think  more  has  been  said  about  taking 
Canada  than  was  necessary.  It  is  true,  that  dur- 
ing the  same  Indian  war,  it  was  the  opinion  of 
our  most  sage  politicians  that  we  never  could  be 
secure  against  Indian  war  till  we  had  possession 
of  Canada,  and  by  that  means  have  it  in  our 
power  to  cut  off  the  communication  between 
foreign  nations  and  the  Indians  on  our  frontiers 
and  in  our  own  territory.  They  said  that  neither 
our  revenue,  our  credit  or  population  would  -at 
that  time  justify  the  attempt;  but  that  we  were 
rapidly  increa»ng  in  population  and  all  other 
resources,  while  the  nations  of  Europe  are  wast- 
ing their  own  strength,  but  the  time  was  &st 
approaching  when  we  must  repel  national  in- 
sults or  surrender  our  independence.  This  was 
said  x)articularly  with  respect  to  the  impress- 
ment of  our  seamen.  At  the  commencement 
of  this  outrage,  never  committed  by  any  other 
nation  but  Britain,  the  public  mind  was  very 
sensibly  affected  by  it,  but  time  and  the  fre- 
quent repetition  of  the  injury  seems  to  have 
rendered  the  public  feelings  callous.  This  put 
him  in  mind  of  what  he  had  sometimes  ob- 
served, that  when  the  savages  scalped  a  few 
families  on  the  frontier,  the  whole  country  was 
terribly  alarmed,  but  that  after  the  savage  butch- 
ery had  continued  and  extended  itself  for  some 
time,  the  sensibility  seemed  to  abate.  This  had 
been  evidently  the  effect  of  the  continued  im* 
pressment  of  om*  seamen. 

Mr.  BoBESTS  observed  he  should  offer  no 
apology  for  rising  so  late  in  this  discussion,  as 
the  short  time  for  which  he  was  about  to  ask 
attention  would  not  justify  it.  The  eloquence 
and  talents  which  had  been  so  abundantly  ex- 
hibited on  this  occasion,  would  not  admit  of 
more  than  a  concise  expression  of  his  opinion, 
without  subjecting  him,  justly,  to  the  charge  of 
presumption.  When  the  report  now  under  con* 
sideration  came  first  before  the  House,  I  was, 
said  he,  of  the  number  of  those  who  were  dis- 
posed to  decide  upon  it  without  debate.  I 
nave  frequently  been  in  the  minority  on  the 
question  of  a^oumment,  from  a  wish  to  reach 
the  question  on  the  resolutions.  *  Under  these 
impressions  I  confess  I  viewed  the  challenge, 
or  rather  the  invitation,  given  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Gbukdt,)  *^  to  debate 
this  subject  now,  if  it  was  to  be  debated  at  all," 
more  as  the  impulse  of  an  ingenuous  mind,  pre- 
ferring, on  all  occasions,  an  open  course,  than 
the  dictates  of  prudence  or  necessity.  Nor  was 
it  till  after  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
(Mr.  Maook)  had  invited  and  urged  discussion, 
that  I  became  disposed  to  join  in  opinion  with 
them,  the  correctness  of  which  the  debate  of 
this  day  has  very  much  strengthened. 

By  the  adoption  of  this  report,  we  are  enter* 
ing  on  a  system  of  operations  of  the  utmost 
national  moment;  the  effects  of  which  the 
wisest  amongst  us  cannot  fhlly  foreseey  and  on 
which  we  have  no  choice  but  to  act  The  dis- 
cussion has  already  elicited  opinions,  which  it 
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is  veil  to  know  exist ;  and  the  more  so,  sinoe 
some  of  them  admit  the  holders  to  vote  for  the 
report,  while  they  allow  them  to  be  adverse  to 
the  mejasures  which  are  necessarily  to  follow 
it  A  little  time  may  be  well  spent  in  com- 
paring sentiments  in  this  stage  of  the  business, 
as  it  may  be  conducive  to  celerity  of  movement 
in  the  seqnel,  and  give  more  certain  effect  to 
the  measures  whi(£  must  ultimately  be  fol- 
lowed. 

Every  political  community  must,  of  necessity, 
possess  rights,  which  it  may  enjoy  independent- 
ly of,  and  in  common  with,  every  other.  One 
of  those  rights  is  an  uncontrolled  jurisdiction 
over  its  own  territory.  It  has  long  ago  been 
found  necessary  for  nations  to  settle  by  con- 
vention on  the  great  scale  where  the  limits  of 
territory  shall  cease,  and  where  the  high  seas 
shall  commence.  This  convention,  or  law,  has 
determined  that  the  ships  of  neutrals  shall  be  a 
part  of  the  national  territory;  so  long  as  they 
are  careful  to  preserve  a  pacific  character. 
Through  the  intervention  of  vessels  navigating 
the  high  seas,  nations  in  amity  are  enabled  to 
overcome  the  want  of  proximity,  and  aU  the 
purposes  of  trade  and  commercial  intercourse 
may  thereby  be  extended,  as  wdl  to  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  remotest  corners  of  the  earth,  as 
to  those  only  divided  by  a  geometrical  line. 
An  attempt  to  interrupt  this  intercourse  by  a 
third  nation,  is  so  serious  an  act  of  hostility 
and  wrong,  as  not  only  always  to  justify,  but 
to  demand,  resistance.  The  gentieman  from 
Virginia  f  Mr.  Bandolph)  has  said  the  Govern- 
ment womd  not,  on  a  former  occasion,  go  to 
war,  when  their  trade,  which  consisted  in  car- 
rying the  produce  of  one  foreign  country  to 
another,  was  annoyed  and  cut  up;  and  why 
not,  he  says,  be  pacific  now,  as  well  as  then  ? 
While  I  agree  that  our  national  rights  extend 
to  both  alike,  admitting,  however,  every  Gov- 
ernment to  make  her  own  municipal  regida- 
tions,  I  must  be  allowed  to  consider  our  direct 
export  and  import  trade  much  better  wortii 
contending  for,  than  what  has  been  denomina- 
ted OTU*  carrying  trade.  The  cultivators  and 
owners  of  the  soil  have  never  shown  any  dis- 
poflition  to  fight  for  the  latter  trade;  and  for  a 
very  plain  and  consistent  reason.  War  is  sure 
to  bring  on  its  train  of  evils  and  expense ;  and 
where  it  is  obvious  that  these  will  amount  to 
more  than  the  loss  of  the  exercise  of  a  right  in 
its  nature  of  but  transitory  use  and  minor  in- 
terest)  a  free  people  may  with  propriety  refdse 
to  hazard  them  for  its  support.  It  Sa  not  for 
such  a  people  to  war  for  a  speculative  right  or 
an  empty  name.  The  carrying  trade,  it  must 
be  owned,  was  profitable  in  exercise,  but  it  was 
a  profit  that  could  be  given  up  without  vital 
preludice  to  the  national  interests.  Not  so 
with  our  fair  export  trade.  To  yield  this  would 
be  absolute  recolonization.  It  must  not  only 
affect  us  in  the  great  resources  of  national 
strength,  but  it  must  break  the  spirit  of  our 
citizens,  and  make  them  infidels  in  the  principle 
of  self-government   It  would,  at  the  same  time, 


add  means  and  facilities  to  the  aggressing  natioo 
to  multiply  her  outrages.  Give  up  the  export 
trade  to  Great  Britain,  and  you  will  next  be 
required  to  give  up  the  coasting  trade,  and  to 
admit  her  navigation  act  to  as  complete  opera- 
tion in  our  i>ays  and  harbors,  as  it  now  has 
round  the  limited  shores  of  the  British  ialea. 
The  spirit  of  commercial  monopoly  she  has  bo 
pertinaciously  manifested,  proves  that  her  am- 
bition craves  more  than  her  means  can  aspire 
to.  The  wrongs  she  has  long  been  and  still  is 
committing  towards  these  States,  have  aasomed 
a  character  that  imperiously  calls  for  a  resist- 
ance, made  by  all  for  the  benefit  of  alL 

J  cannot  with  some  gentiemen  doubt  the  sof- 
ficiency  of  this  Government  to  conduct  a  wtr. 
However  congenial  a  state  of  peace  may  be  to  a 
Republic,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
must  have  been  framed  with  a  view  to  war  as 
well  as  peace.  The  members  of  the  grand  con- 
vention  had  almost  all  been  active  characters  in 
the  Revolutionary  war.  On  the  subject  of  war 
they  were  certainly  more  than  mere  theoristn 
Honest  apprehensions  have,  ioo,  been  enter- 
tained in  times  back  of  the  Government  being 
too  strong;  I  think,  however,  that  we  may 
look  with  well-grounded  confidence  for  com- 
plete sufficiency  in  it;  without  being  alarmed 
at  the  reverse  of  the  picture.  While  the  power 
of  declaring  war  is  vested  in  Congress;  while 
levies  and  supplies  are  witliin  its  control;  whfle 
a  check  on  the  appointing  powers  is  vested  in 
the  Senate,  and  a  periodical  termioation  of  the 
President's  office  exists;  the  Executive  arm, 
though  sufficientiy  untrammelled  for  necessaiy 
and  useful  command,  is  effectually  paralyzed  as 
to  the  exercise  of  power  to  affect  or  change  the 
free  features  of  the  Government ;  unless  indeed 
the  representation  should  become  utterly  cor- 
rupt, an  event  no  one  can  believe  possiUe.  I 
feel  much  satisfiaction  at  this  moment  in  seeint 
a  man  at  the  head  of  the  Gk)vemment  who  bid 
a  conspicuous  concern  in  framing  the  oonstito- 
tion,  and  whose  official  duties  have  since  dose* 
ly  oonnected  him  with  the  administration  of 
Government  under  it  In  the  Message  oot  of 
which  the  report  before  yon  has  sprang;  not 
the  slightest  doubt  is  discoverable  of  the  effi- 
ciency of  our  institutions  to  sustain  us  mider 
every  exigency  that  may  overtake  us.  My  own 
reflections  on  this  subject  (and  they  have  neithg 
been  light  nor  transitory)  have  neither  serred 
to  alarm  nor  intimidate.  I  repose  in  safety  on 
the  saving  maxim,  ^*  never  to  despair  of  the 
Republic." 

Mr.  MoKBB.-T^Mr.  Speaker,  I  rise  to  addreai 
the  House,  at  this  late  hour  of  the  debate,  with 
reluctance ;  but  the  importance  of  the  question 
must  be  my  apology. 

Some  gentiemen,  in  felicitating  thenweWes « 
account  of  the  temper  of  the  House,  evidenced 
by  the  determination  to  adopt  vigorous  meas- 
ures against  England,  have  expreied  a  regrrt 
that  measures  of  a  similar  character  had  not 
been  resorted  to  long  sinoe.  . 

In  this  sentiment  I  cannot  agree.    In  review* 
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ing  past  times,  we  cannot  bnt  peroeive  that  it 
has  been  the  desire  of  the  Government  to  avoid 
being  involved  in  tiie  war  with  which  Europe 
has  been  so  long  desolated,  and  by  dealing  ont 
jnsdce  to  the  belligerents,  respectively,  with 
an  impartial  hand,  to  preserve  onr  neutrality, 
permitting  onr  citizens  peacefully  to  pursue 
their  private  avocations,  reaping  the  ricn  har- 
vest arisiug  from  our  neutral  commerce. 

This  was  certainly  a  wise  policy,  and  the  dis- 
tinguished success  with  which  it  was  attended 
is  a  dear  evidence  of  its  wisdom  and  propriety. 
Why,  then,  should  it  be  condemned?  Have 
any  people  ever  acquired  individual  wealth  with 
so  much  rapidity ;  or  have  any  been  more  happy 
in  the  enjoyment  of  domestic  tranquillity  than 
the  people  of  the  United  States  ?  None.  The 
wish  of  the  late  and  the  present  Administrations 
was  to  continue  this  state  of  happy  prosperity 
as  long  as  it  was  practicable,  by  making  acts  of 
wrong  and  vexation  of  a  minor  sort,  growing 
out  of  the  violence  of  the  times,  the  subject  of 
negotiation,  rather  than  a  cause  of  war.  And, 
is  this  course  of  polii^  now  to  be  condemned, 
and  regrets  entered  up  that  we  have  not  been 
at  war  years  ago  ? 

At  the  opening  of  the  session  of  CJongress,  in 
December,  1809,  after  the  disavowal  of  Seine's 
arrangement,  when  our  relations  with  England 
assamed  a  more  unfavorable  aspect  than  at  the 
close  of'  the  summer  session,  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  vnth  a  desire  to  preserve  our 
neutrality,  presented  to  the  House  a  measure 
nsaally  termed  Macon's  bill.  No.  1 ;  a  measure 
which  it  is  now  known  was  approved  by  the 
Administration,  and  had  the  sanction  even  of  a 
higher  authority,  (if  such  there  be.)  This  meas- 
nre  was  calcula1>ed  in  its  operation  to  present 
serious  difficulties  to  those  nations  by  whom 
the  rights  of  our  neutral  flag  were  disregarded ; 
and,  at  the  same  time,  it  left  open  to  the  enter- 
prise of  our  citizens  those  chsjineis  -of  trade, 
not  included  within  the  scope  of  the  orders  and 
decrees  of  the  belligerents,  as  tiiey  then  stood; 
a  commerce  as  extensive  and  valuable  as  we 
csn  expect  to  enjoy  in  times  of  general  peace. 
It  was,  however,  opposed,  and  successfully,  too, 
by  war  speeches,  it  t^ell,  and  by  its  fall  the 
Admuiistration  were  driven  from  their  ground, 
and  the  hopes  of  maintaining  much  longer  the 
neulTality  of  the  United  States  also  fell  with  it. 
This  unfortunate  event  was  succeeded  by  the 
act  of  May,  1810.  By  this  act,  the  belligerents 
were  invited,  in  a  new  form,  to  withdraw  their 
orders  and  decrees;  promising,  on  our  part,  in 
case  either  of  them  should  accept  the  invitation 
thus  given  to  both,  to  put  in  force  the  non- 
importation sections  of  the  non-intercourse  law 
against  the  party  persevering  in  their  orders  or 
decrees  for  three  months  after  their  adversary 
had  accepted  the  invitation  thus  given*  The 
law  of  May,  1810,  was  enacted  with  a  hope  that 
the  terms  thereby  offered  to  the  belligarents, 
respectively,  would  induce  the  one  or  t^e  other 
to  accept  them,  and  withdraw. their  orders  or 
decrees.    And  an  expectation  was  also  enter- 


tained, that  if  one  of  the  parties  could  be  in- 
duced to  relinquish  their  orders  or  decrees,  the 
other  party  would  follow  the  example ;  and,  if 
this  just  expectation  should  be  met  by  a  perse- 
verance of  either  of  the  parties  in  their  orders 
or  decrees,  after  their  adversary  had  accepted 
the  invitation  thus  given,  it  would  test  the  sin- 
cerity of  the  various  and  repeated  declarations 
made  by  them,  respectively,  that  their  orders 
and  decrees,  affecting  our  commerce,  were  re- 
luctantiy  issued  in  their  own  just  defence. 

Those  also  who  preferred  war  to  the  preser- 
vation of  our  neutrality,  and  by  whom  Macon's 
bill  was  rejected,  would  be  relieved  from  the 
embarrassment  of  going  to  war  with  two  of  the 
most  powerful  nations  in  the  world,  or  of  se- 
lecting which  of  the  two  should  be  made  our 
enemy,  at  a  time  when  we  had  just  cause  of 
war  against  both.  The  fixed  and  determined 
hostility  of  ope  of  the  parties  towards  the  Unit- 
ed States  would  be  (as  it  certainly  now  is) 
most  clearly  proved ;  and  thereby  our  measures 
of  hostility  rendered  the  more  necessary,  and 
more  likely  to  receive  the  unanimous  approba- 
tion of  the  American  people. 

My  opinion,  therefore,  is,  that  it  was  wise  to 
preserve  our  neutrality  as  long  as  possible,  mak- 
ing an  appeal  to  force  the  last  reluctant  resort; 
and,  inasmuch  as  the  majority  of  Congress,  in 
1809,  resolved  to  change  the  peacefal  character 
of  this  country,  the  intervening  period  has  been 
employed  in  a  last  effort  to  avert  the  calamities 
of  war;  the  result  of  which  has  relieved  this 
Gk>vemment  from  any  liability  to  the  charge 
of  partiality  to  either  of  the  belligerents,  by 
compelling  one  of  them,  by  their  own  act,  to 
present  themselves  as  the  object  of  our  just 
hostility. 

Mr.  Staktoed  said,  as  the  resolution  before 
the  House  contemplated  an  additional  army, 
and  from  the  avowal  of  its  friends,  involved  in 
it  the  question  of  peace  or  war,  he  felt  the  de- 
sire to  assign  the  reasons  of  his  vote  upon  so 
importent  a  subject.  He  was  the  more  disposed 
to  do  so  as  he  should  probaj^ly  find  himself  in  a 
veiy  small  minority  upon  the  question.  He 
was  not  flattered,  he  said,  with  using  arguments 
which  would  convince  others ;  but  for  himself 
he  feit  their  force  strong  enough  to  fix  his  mind 
against  the  measure.  If  he  were  to  vote,  he 
said,  for  the  proposed  army,  he  should  vote  in- 
consistently with  all  his  former  opinions  and 
principles  upon  the  subject,  and  he  never  could 
think  of  acting  a  part  inconsistent  with  him- 
self, and  that  more  especially  when  all  his  ex- 
perience had  gone  to  confirm  his  first  impres- 
sions, his  honest  prejudices  against  sUndins 
armies.  Such  establishments  had  always  proved 
the  bane  of  free  Qovemments,  and  be  could  not 
see  how  we  were  to  get  along  with  them,  and 
remain,  as  he  believed  we  were,  the  freest  and 
happiest  people  upon  earth. 

But,  sir,  we  are  told  war  is  to  be  declared  in 
certein  events,  and  that  the  army  proposed  is  to 
invade  and  teke  the  Oanadas.  We  are  then  to 
pass  out  of  the  limite  of  the  United  States  and 
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wage  a  war  of  the  foreign  offensive  kind  I  If 
such  was  the  contemplated  use  of  this  armj 
when  raised,  he  was  still  the  more  opposed  to 
to  the  measare.  'He  was  against  the  war  itself 
and  the  policy  of  it,  and  conld  hj  no  means 
yield  his  vote  to  hring  it  abont.  That  there 
were  snfScient  canse  of  war,  he  was  ready  to 
acknowledge,  and  he  was  not  disposed  in  any 
the  least  degree  to  palliate  the  offences  of  Great 
Britain,  or  that  of  any  of  the  other  belligerents, 
oommitted  on  the  persons  and  property  of  oor 
citizens.  All  of  them  had  deserved  war  at  onr 
hands,  but  we  had  at  no  time  since  the  com- 
mencement of  onr  present  Grovemment  seen  it 
oar  interest  or  policy  to  give  into  it,  in  the  open 
and  declared  form,  nor  that  of  any  other  form, 
except  that  of  a  qtuui  character  which  happen- 
ed under  Mr.  Adamses  administration.  The 
question  never  had  been  whether  we  had  or 
had  not  cause  of  war,  but  whether  the  true  in- 
terest of  the  United  States  did  not,  under  all 
circumstances,  call  aloud  upon  us  to  cherish 
peace,  and  to  avoid  war  and  its  evils  as  the  last 
of  the  alternatives  before  us ;  and  this,  said  Ifr. 
8.,  he  would  be  able  to  show  was  the  Republi- 
can doctrine,  asr  well  in  the  old  minority  times 
as  since  that  minority  grew  into  a  migority. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  GBnin>T) 
had  made  a  direct  appeal  to  the  Republican 
party,  and  endeavored  to  rally  and  unite  them 
in  this,  to  them  at  least,  new  doctrine  of  war. 
If  the  appeal  of  the  gentleman  had  any  reference 
to  him,  he  would  beg  leave  to  deny  some  of  his 
positions.  He  had  himself  had  some  small 
share  to  act  in  the  political  scenes  of  '98-9,  and 
he  was  glad  to  find  from  the  gentleman^s  decla- 
ration that  he  had  joined  in  the  ^^  clamor"  of  Uie 
day,  to  pull  down  the  then  Federal  Administra- 
tion for  the  unjustifiable  war  which  they  had 
gone  into  with  France.  Mr.  S.  said  he  knew 
e  had  joined  in  it  most  heartily.  He  believed 
he  then  acted  right  in  all  he  did  to  supersede 
that  Administration,  and  he  still  believed  he 
was  right.  The  best  interests  of  the  country 
forbade  fhe  war,  and  so  the  people  determined, 
when  ultimately  they  came  to  decide  the  ques- 
tion. That  party  thus  ousted  by  the  public 
voice,  the  present  Republican  majority  was 
brought  in  upon  their  own  professions  of  better 
principles,  the  love  of  peace  and  economy.  But 
now,  forgetting  our  old  professions  under  a 
French  crisis,  we  had  raised  the  cry  of  war 
under  a  British  one,  and  nothing  short  of  it  was 
to  save  our  honor.  Mr.  S.  declared  if  there  was 
any  difference  in  the  causes  of  war  then  and 
now,  he  thought  it  turned  most  decidedly  in 
favor  of  the  former  period,  since  the  more  in- 
tolerable outrage  in  the  case  of  the  Chesapeake 
had  been  at  length  atoned  for.  What  were  the 
facts?  French  decrees  existed  at  that  time 
against  your  rightful  commerce— he  spoke  of 
the  arr^ttes  or  decrees  of  the  French  directory 
--these  had  the  same  practical  effect  on  our 
maritime  neutral  rights  that  the  British  orders 
have  now.  French  cruisers  waylaid  the  mouths 
of  your  harbors,  and  captured  your  vessels ;  and 


the  first  successful  act  of  the  United  States  alter 
the  quasi-war  commenced,  was,  the  taking  of 
one  of  these  cruisers  in  the  mouth  of  one  of  oor 
harbors. 

But,  said  Mr.  S.,  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun,)  tells  us  it  is  a  principle 
of  honor  in  a  nation,  as  in  an  individual,  to  re- 
sist a  first  insult  If  such  doctrine  is  to  be  ad- 
mitted, when  should  we  have  had  a  moment^s 
peace  9  From  one  or  the  other  belligerents  of 
Europe,  since  their  late  wars  commeneed,  ve 
have  never  been  without  just  complaints  agunst 
t^em  for  some  violation  of  our  neutral  ririits, 
and  of  course  must  have  taken  an  early  share 
in  their  wars.  The  truth  is,  we  cannot  likes, 
nor  wiU  tlie  ssmUitude  hold  good  between  an 
individuid's  honor,  or  his  sensibility  to  it,  and 
that  of  a  nation's.  A  single' impressment  cr 
capture  may  be  well  admitted  to  form  a  ground 
of  reprisal  and  War ;  but  we  should  have  baea 
a  ruined  country  long  ere  now,  if,  under  the  ei- 
isting  circumstances  of  the  world,  and  bellige- 
rent Europe,  we  had  yielded  to  tiiis  quicknesB 
of  sensibiUty,  and  had  gone  to  war  for  a  fi»t 
and  single  instance  of  aggression  from  either  of 
the  beUigerents.  The  same  gentleman  aignes 
that  every  thing  now  calls  upon  ua  to  make  a 
stand;  that  there  was  no  danger  to  ovlib€^ 
ties  in  a  standing  army  of  twenty  or  thirtr 
thousand  men,  and  that  all  admitted  there  was 
justifiable  cause  of  war,  and  he  believed  it  had 
now  become  necessarv.  This  was  declaiming 
Mr.  S.  said,  very  handsomely  upon  the  8obje«t 
of  war,  he  would  agree;  and  he  very  well  re- 
collected we  had  heard  the  same  doctrines  pre- 
cisely, and  he  thought  he  might  be  pennitted 
to  say,  a  strain  of  declamation,  at  least  equailj 
handsome,  upon  tiie  same  subject,  and  from  the 
same  State,  in  l798-'9.*  Mr.  8.  contended  as 
the  then  doctrines  of  war,  (and  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted the  causes  of  it  were  also  alike  in  their 
character,)  it  was  fiur  to  expect  that  in  doe 
time  public  opinion  would  oome  to  be  the  aaoe 
in  both  cases. 

But,  Mr.  8.  said,  he  could  not  perceive  how 
the  present,  of  all  others,  had  become  the  neces- 
sary and  accepted  time  for  war  with  Great 
Britain.  The  attack  on  the  Chesapeake  frigate 
had  been  lately  atoned  for,  to  the  satiifiiction 
of  our  Government;  and,  he  tmated,  had  not 
been  so  done  as  to  aggravate  the  crisis  of  affiurs 
between  the  two  countries.  If  calculated  to  do 
so,  our  €K)vemment  could  not  have  reoeived  iu 
The  impressment  of  our  seamen  was  a  jmt  coin- 
plaint  against  the  British  Government;  hot  it 
commenced  under  the  Administration  of  Gtn* 
era!  WASHnroTOir,  and  no  one  would  si^  he  was 
less  sensible  to  national  honor  and  independenee 
than  ourselves.  Under  all  the  circmnstanees  of 
that  canse  of  complaint,  he  did  not  think  it  a 
cause  sufficient  for  him  to  depart  frwn  the  neu- 
tral ground  he  had  assumed ;  nor  was  the  an- 
noyance of  our  commerce  less  yexations  in  his 
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time  than  since.  In  like  manner,  mider  Mr. 
Aidams^s  Adminigtration,  the  same  complaints 
existed,  though  in  that  of  the  latter,  not,  per- 
haps, to  the  same  degree ;  and,  under  the  eight 
years  of  Mr.  Joflferson's  Administration,  the 
same  state  of  things  continued,  certainly  with 
an  increased  degree  of  violence,  to  which  was 
abo  added  the  more  aggravating  insult  upon 
the  Chesapeake.  Mr  Je&rson  hSl  never  been 
suspected  of  partiality  for  Great  Britain,  and 
then,  indeed,  the  accepted  time  had  come  for  a 
war  with  that  Government;  all  parties  were 
united,  and  pledged  themselves  to  support  him 
in  the  war.  The  pulse  of  the  nation  beat  high 
for  it.  But  he  felt,  because  he  knew,  that 
peace  was  the  best  interest  of  his  country,  and 
fbrbore  to  call  Congress  together.  He  had  al- 
ways admired  the  man ;  but,  upon  that  occa- 
sion, he  felt  more  than  a  sentiment  of  admira- 
tion toward  him.  When,  at  length,  wrongs  had 
thus  accumulated,  and  called  for  some  system 
of  counteraction  and  resistance  till  negotiation 
could  be  £irther  tried,  the  embargo  was  resort- 
ed to  in  preference  to  war ;  and,  when  that  was 
done  away,  a  system  of  non-intercourse  was 
substituted,  and  to  that  again  succeeded  the  pres- 
ent alternative  law  of  the  same  kind ;  the  non- 
importation system  which  has  grown  out  of  this 
with  Great  Britain  has  not  been  tried  one 
whole  year  yet.  K  gentiemen  will  have  it  that 
this  is  the  accepted  time  for  war,  how  has  it 
happened  that  we  have  not  had  it  before  ?  Our 
Councils  may  be  presumed  to  have  been  as  sen- 
sible to  lu^ession,  and  as  patriotic  to  redress  it, 
as  we  now  are. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  sud  Mr.  S.,  opposed  as  he 
was  to  the  idea  of  tne  United  States  becoming 
one  of  the  belligerent  nations — ^to  the  linking 
our  destinies  with  those  of  the  European 
Powers;  to  the  taking  any  share  in  their  pres- 
ent conflicts,  if  his  country  once  determined 
upon  it,  he  would  not  then  hesitate  to  vote  any 
force,  or  other  means  to  bring  it  to  as  speedy 
and  as  happy  an  issue  as  posable :  until  then 
he  should  preserve  his  own  consistency;  and 
contribute  in  no  way  to  bring  about  that  state 
of  things  which,  he  believed,  would  prove  most 
ruinous  to  his  country. 

Mr.  Knro. — ^Mr.  Speaker,  I  should  not  have 
troubled  this  House  with  any  remarks  of  mine, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  observations  which  have 
Just  fidlen  from  my  colleague  from  North  Care- 
Una.  I  shall  not  attempt,  sir,  to  follow  that 
gentleman  in  the  history  which  he  has  given  of 
uie  progress  of  party  in  this  country,  but  shall 
content  myself  with  stating,  that,  in  our  senti- 
ments, we  entirely  dififer ;  his  is  the  doctrine  of 
submission ;  yes,  sir,  the  most  abject  submis- 
sion ;  mine,  I  trust,  is  not.  I  am  in  favor  of 
the  resolution  now  on  your  table.  I  am  aware, 
sir,  of  the  many  important  considerations  whidi 
will  naturally  suggest  themselves  to  the  mind 
of  every  real  friend  of  his  country,  when  he 
views  the  consequences  which  may  result  from 
the  adoption  of  the  measure  now  contemplated. 
When,  sir,  the  habits  of  a  nation,  ingrafted,  as 


it  were,  in  its  very  nature,  are  about  to  be  de- 
parted from ;  when  the  destinies  of  the  country 
are  about  to  be  launched  on  an  untried  ocean, 
and  when  the  doubt  is  about  to  be  solved,  whe- 
ther our  Republican  Grovemment  is  alike  calcu- 
lated to  support  us  through  the  trials  and  diffi- 
culties of  war,  and  guide  us  in  safety  down  the 
gentie  current  of  peace,  I  am  aware,  sir,  that 
we  should  pause  and  ponder  well  the  subject ; ' 
that  we  should  divest  ourselves  of  those  warm 
feelings  which  most  generally  take  possession  of 
our  minds  on  viewing  the  unjust  prostration  of 
the  rights  of  our  country.  Sir,  that  interest 
which  I  feel,  in  common  with  otiiers,  on  the 
decision  of  a  question  of  such  magnitude  and 
importance,  will,  I  trust,  induce  this  House  to 
bear  with  me  a  moment,  while,  in  a  few  words, 
I  explain  the  motives  by  which  I  am  actuated 
in  giving  my  decided  approbation  to  the  resolu- 
tion now  under  oonsideration.  If,  sir,  I  were 
merely  to  turn  my  attention  to  the  local  fdtua- 
tion  of  that  portion  of  the  country  which  I  have 
the  honor  particularly  to  represent;  its  exten- 
sive and  exposed  seacoasts,  combined  with  its 
present  commercial  advantages ;  I  should,  with- 
out hesitation,  give  my  vote  to  the  proposed 
measure.  But,  sir,  as  in  my  individual  capacity, 
I  feel  at  all  times  willing  to  make  not  only  pe- 
cuniary sacrifices,  but  to  expose  my  person  in 
vindicating  the  rights  and  interests  of  my  coun- 
try, in  my  Representative  capacity,  I  will  un- 
dertake to  say,  that  my  constituents  will  do  no 
less.  Sir,  the  demon  Avarice,  which  benumbs 
every  warm  emotion  of  the  soul,  has  not  yet 
gained  the  ascendency  in  the  South :  the  love 
of  country  animates  every  breast,  and  burns 
with  inextinguishable  ardor.  Sir,  they  feel  in 
common,  I  trust,  with  a  great  minority  of  every 
portion  of  this  Union,  the  degradation  of  our 
country,  in  submitting  for  a  moment  longer  to 
the  dif^onorable  terms  proposed  directiy  or  in- 
directiy  by  the  British  Government.  Mr.  Speak- 
er, I  hold  it  to  be  correct,  that,  in  discussing  a 
subject  of  such  importance,  a  view  of  the  vari- 
ous matters  necessarily  connected  with  it  will 
not  be  considered  irrelevant :  but,  sir,  I  will 
not  weary  the  patience  of  this  House  with  a  de- 
tail of  injuries,  unparalleled  in  the  history  of 
former  times,  wantonly  inflicted  on  a  nation 
which  manifested  to  the  whole  world  her  sin- 
cere desire  to  support  the  neutral  stand  which 
had  been  taken  at  the  earliest  period  of  her 
Government,  and  most  tenaciously  adhered  to. 
We  have  carefully  avoided,  Mr.  Speaker,  any 
participation  in  that  system  of  politics  which 
has  convulsed  and  distracted  the  European 
world.  We  have  restricted  ourselves  in  the  full 
enjoyment  of  our  rights,  lest  by  strictly  enforc- 
ing them,  we  might  produce  a  collision  witii 
any  nation,  however  littie  her  conduct  might 
be  guided  by  the  principles  of  equity.  Sir,  we 
have  borne  with  ii\jury,  until,  in  tne  language  of 
your  committee,  forbearance  has  ceased  to  be 
a  virtue.  We  have  remonstrated,  we  have  ap- 
pealed to  the  iustice,  to  the  interest,  of  the  two 
great  contending  powers  of  Europe ;  every  ef- 
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fort  proved  abortive ;  our  calls  for  justice  "were 
drowned  in  the  declaration  that  their  measures 
were  merelj  retaliatory,  and  not  intended  to  in- 
terfere with  neutral  rights ;  thus,  sir,  tlie  mat- 
ter rested,  when  specific  propositions  were  sub- 
mitted to  each.  Yes,  sir,  bj  an  act  which  has 
placed  the  impartiality  of  our  country  beyond 
the  reach  of  suspicion,  we  demanded  of  each  the 
revocation  of  her  obnoxious  edicts  as  the  only 
means  of  preserving  our  friendship.  We  all 
know  what  has  been  the  consequence :  France 
has  met  our  advances,  has  embraced  our  propo- 
sitions. Great  Britain  not  only  refuses  a  repeal 
on  her  part,  but,  while  she  affects  to  lament  the 
effects  produced  on  neutral  rights,  takes  the 
most  effectual  methods  to  render  them  perpet- 
ual. Sir,  blindness  and  ignorance  itself  can  no 
longer  be  deceived  by  British  policy. 

We  have  been  told,  sir,  that  Hiis  will  be  a 
war  for  the  support  of  the  carrying  trade ;  let 
me  here  remark,  and  I  wish  to  be  distinctly  un- 
derstood, as  avowing  my  determiAation  never 
to  give  a  vote,  so  long  as  I  have  the  honor  of  a 
seat  on  this  floor,  which  will  involve  this  coun- 
try in  a  war,  for  the  recovery  or  support,  of  this 
extraneous  species  of  commerce.  I  believe  I 
shall  not  be  Incorrect  when  I  assert,  that  nine- 
tenths  of  this  country  never  did  and  never  will 
derive  the  smallest  benefit  from  it.  But,  sir, 
the  right  to  carry  in  our  own  ships  the  produce 
of  our  own  country  to  any  quarter,  not  thereby 
violating  the  laws  of  nations,  or  contravening 
legitimate  municipal  regulations,  is  one  which  I 
never  will  yield ;  for,  sir,  in  doing  so,  we  para- 
lyze the  industry  of  oxu:  citizens ;  we  give  a 
fatal  blow  to  the  best  interests  of  our  country. 
Yes,  sir,  we  yield  the  principle,  we  invite  to 
further  encroachments.  Our  country,  sir,  is 
agricultural,  but  so  intimately  blended  with 
commerce,  that  the  one  cannot  long  exist  un- 
aided by  the  other.  Sir,  I  will  not  yield  an 
inch  of  ground,  when,  by  so  doing,  I  destroy  an 
essential  right  of  my  country— or  sap  the  foun- 
dation of  that  independence  cemented  by  the 
blood  of  our  fathers.  We  were  told  by  a 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  a 
few  days  since,  that  we  have  sufficient  cause  for 
war.  I  ask  you,  then,  sir,  why  do  we  hesitate  ? 
Shall  we  always  yield  ?  Shall  we  always  shrink 
from  the  contest  ?  The  adoption  of  &is  reso- 
lution is  the  touchstone — ^by  it  we  rise  or  fall. 
We  have  been  asked,  Mr.  Speaker,  why  not  lay 
upon  your  table  a  proposition  to  go  to  war  ? 
It  is  there,  sir;  it  is  contained  in  this  resolu- 
tion ;  the  moment  we  give  it  our  sanction  we 
declare  our  fixed  resolve  to  render  effective  the 
force  contemplated  to  be  raised.  Yes,  sir,  un- 
less Great  Britain  manifests  a  disposition 
speedily  to  do  us  justice — by  her  acts,  sir,  not 
by  her  words.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
calls  upon  the  Representatives  of  the  seaccHists, 
of  the  slaveholding  States,  and  asks  if  tiiey  are 
willing  to  say  to  England  "  we  intend  to  go  to 
war  with  you."  Does  the  gentleman  mean  to 
excite  our  fears  for  the  loss  of  our  property  ? 
As  one  of  the  numy  on  this  floor  who  stand  in 


the  situation  mentioned  by  that  gendemaD,  I 
step  forth  to  declare  for  myself  and  my  coostit- 
uents,  that,  when  loss  of  national  honor  is 
placed  in  the  scale,  and  attempted  to  be  balanced 
by  pecuniary  interest,  we  will,  without  hesita- 
tion, kick  the  beam.  But,  sir,  we  are  nowooa- 
tending  for  the  restoration  of  our  righta,th6 
deprivation  of  which  strikes  at  the  very  foun- 
dations of  our  prosperity.  Sir,  to  us,  it  matten 
little  whether  our  cities  tumble  into  ruin  by  de* 
sertion  for  want  of  employment,  by  poverty 
produced  by  British  wrongs  and  aggression,  or, 
m  vindicating  the  cause  of  onr  oountiy,  M  by 
a  quicker  process.  Sir,  I  have  no  fear  of  inva 
sion,  and,  therefore,  have  no  fears  arising  from 
the  black  population,  which  strikes  with  so 
much  horror  on  the  sensitive  mind  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia.  For  my  country,  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  lament  its  existence ;  I  view  it  as 
the  bane,  the  curse  of  the  land,  and  most  sin- 
cerely, sir,  do  I  wish  that  a  second  Mosea  coold 
take  them  by  the  hand,  and  lead  them  in  safety 
to  a  distant  land,  where  tiidr  cries  would  never 
more  strike  on  the  ear  of  sympathy. 

We  have  been  told,  sir,  that  this  will  be  a 
war  of  aggrandizement,  a  war  of  conquest  I 
am  as  little  disposed  to  extend  the  tenritoiy  ai 
any  other  individual  of  this  House.  I  knov 
that  dissimilar  interests  must  and  will  prevail 
from  a  too  great  extension  of  our  dourinion. 
But,  sir,  we  will  not  here  enter  into  a  discus- 
sion, whether  an  accession  of  country  wonM  or 
would  not  conduce  to  the  interests  of  the  Gov- 
ernment Sir,  this  will  be  a  war  forced  npoa 
us ;  we  cannot,  under  existing  circumstanees, 
avoid  it.  To  wound  our  enemy  in  the  most  vul- 
nerable part  should  only  be  considered.  &,  I 
trust,  if  our  differences  with  Great  Britain  are 
not  speedily  acMusted,  (of  which,  indeed,  I  have 
no  expectation,)  we  shaU  take  Canada.  Tea, 
sir,  by  force ;  by  valor ;  not  by  seductico,  n 
the  genUeman  £h>m  Virginia  expresses  iL  I 
have  no  reliance  on  their  friendship— I  hope  it 
will  not  be  calculated  on.  1^,  I  am  not  de- 
terred from  the  firm  purposes  of  my  nm4 17 
the  predictions  of  the  gentleman  firom  Viig^ 
I  have  no  fears,  sir,  that  the  people  of  onr 
country  will  desert  their  Government  while  as- 
serting  the  rights  of  the  country ;  and  I  mnst 
believe,  that  gentleman's  assertion  to  the  ood- 
traiy  notwithstanding,  that  Virginia  wiB  no* 
be  the  last  to  afford  supplies. 

Mr.  BOYD.-— Mr.  Speiier,  I  should  not  have 
risen,  on  the  present  occasion,  had  not  the  hon- 
orable Oommittee  of  Foreign  RelatioDS  request- 
ed all  those  that  did  not  intend  to  vote  farsoc^ 
ulterior  measures  as  they  might  hereafter  find 
necessary  to  bring  forward,  would  not  vote  for 
the  present  resolutions,  as  they  were  a  part  of 
a  system  that  might  eventuate  in  war,  &^ 
From  those  observations,  I  fed  myscH  and 
those  that  I  in  part  have  the  honor  to  r^ir^ 
sent,  called  on  to  say  how  far  I  will  go»  and 
how  far  I  will  not  go.  Sir,  when  we  talk 
about  war,  we  ought  to  know  for  what  we  art 
going  to  wage  it,  and  to  see  that  the  means  ara 
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oommensnrate  to  the  end.*  Let  it  not  be  thought 
bj  this  that  I  have  anj  apology  to  make  for 
Great  Britain,  or  her  manifold  wrongs.  I  have 
none.  I  say,  perish  the  heart,  tfie  head  and  the 
tongne,  that  will  attempt  her  justification  or 
apology  ?  No,  sir,  they  are  a  nation  of  pirates, 
and  have  committed  many  wrongs  on  us ;  and 
it  becomes  us  to  look  for  our  remedy,  and  how 
it  is  to  be  obtained.  We  are  told  that  these  res- 
olutions are  a  part  of  a  war  measure.  I  do 
not  receive  them  as  such,  but  as  preparatory  to 
what  may  happen  or  become  necessary.  But, 
for  alignment  sake,  suppose  it  so,  and  that  we 
are  to  have  war— your  army  raised,  and  ready 
to  march  to  the  Oanadas ;  with  how  many  are 
▼on  going  to  take  them  ?  In  my  opinion,  not 
less  than  fifty  thousand  men  will  be  required. 
Suppose  the  English  should  be  driven  out  of 
Spain  and  Portugal,  (which  may  by  this  time 
be  the  case,  or  it  may  soon  be  so,)  what  number 
of  troops  can  she  send  to  reinforce  her  posses- 
sions and  meet  you  f  But,  say  some  genuemen, 
American  blood  has  been  spilt,  and  we  must 
avenge  it.  How  is  that  to  be  done?  For  gal- 
lons will  you  spill  torrents ;  or  am  I  to  under- 
stand that  we  shall  have  war  without  bloodshed  ? 
Sir,  let  those  that  think  so  turn  their  attention 
to  the  Revolutionary  war — ^the  Sugarhouse  in 
New  York,  the  Prevost,  the  Prison-ship,  the 
Wallabout,  Fort  Washington,  White  Plains, 
Princeton,  Trenton,  Monmouth,  Brandywine, 
Guildford,  and  many  other  places.  New  Jersey 
has  had  her  full  share  of  the  fighting— other 
States  the  benefit ;  and  if  we  have  war  again, 
we  shall  have  our  share  of  fightings— others  the 
loaves  and  fishes.  But,  sir,  I  will  not  complain : 
we  obtained  our  liberty,  and  I  am  willing  to 
support  it  in  the  best  possible  manner.  But 
he^  another  question  arises.  You  go  to  war 
for  the  right  to  export  our  surplus  produce — 
tobacco,  cotton,  fiour,  with  many  other  articles. 
Let  me  ask,  what  will  be  your  export  while 
that  war  continues  9  Will  you  have  any  ?  I 
think  not  But  I  will  suppose  that  yon  could 
export  without  interruption ;  would  the  whole 
of  the  exportable  produce  pay  for  the  war  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  it  i  No,  it  would  not. 
Sir,  it  would  take  less  money  from  the  Gk>vem- 
ment  to  pay  for  it,  and  make  a  fire  of  it  Nearly 
thirty  years  have  elapsed  since  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  and  that  war  not  half  paid  for.  Is  not 
the  war-worn  soldier  calling  on  us  every  day 
with  his  demands?  You  are  about  to  drain 
your  Treasury,  borrow  money,  enlarge  your 
pension  list,  build  additional  hospitals,  increase 
oar  national  debt,  not  to  be  extinguished  or 
XNdd  of^  but  to  be  a  lasting  bur&n  on  the 
pe<^le.  But,  say  the  honorable  committee,  our 
honor  requires  it.  It  is  well ;  I  honor  the  spirit 
and  magnanimity  of  the  committee,  and  have 
no  doubt  of  their  courage  and  zeal  for  our 
ooontry 's  rights.  But,  sir,  you  must  take  young 
men  for  action — old  men  for  connseL  It  is  an 
easy  matter  to  go  to  law  or  war,  but  it  isahard 
matter  to  get  out  of  it  The  gentleman  fhxn 
Marjkuid,  (Mr*  Wbioht,)  iu  defending  the  char- 


acter of  the  soldier,  has  given  us   a  quotation, 

viz: 

**  Honor  and  Bhame  from  no  oondltlon  tIm, 
Act  well  your  part,  there  all  the  honor  Uea.** 

I  will  give  him  another,  from  the  same  author- 
ity, viz : 

*^  A  wit's  a  feather,  a  ohlefs  a  rod ;  • 
An  honeat  nian's  the  noblest  work  of  Ctod.** 

But,  apart  from  this,  let  us  suppose  war,  and 
admit  that  it  will  be  successful,  so  far  as  pro- 
posed— ^the  British  driven  from  the  Canadas 
and  Halifax,  and  their  trade  intercepted  for 
years  to  an  extensive  amount — ^what  then  has 
she  to  hope  or  fear  from  us?  Nothing.  Will 
she  then  respect  our  rights?  ^  No.  But  I  will 
suppose  that  we  force  her  to  a  treaty  of.  amity 
and  commerce,  acknowledging  our  rights  to  the 
utmost  of  our  wishes ;  how  long  will  she  keep 
it  ?  Not  an  hour  longer  than  suits  her  conven- 
ience or  interest.  There  is  no  trust  to  be  put 
in  her  compacts.  Witness  Erskine's  arrange- 
ment I  say,  keep  on  your  restrictions;  keep 
the  country  in  peace,  if  possible,  under  all  your 
privations,  and  they  are  many.  Has  not  our 
coxmtry  increased  in  wealth  and  population,  in 
a  superior  degree  to  any  country  on  earth? 
Are  we  not  at  this  moment  in  the  enjoyment  of 
peace  and  plenty  at  home — every  man  under 
his  own  vine  and  fig-tree,  and  none  to  make 
him  afraid — ^with  complete  protection  for  per- 
son and  property  ?  Yes.  But  our  merchants 
must  be  protected — ^they  have  a  right  to  our 
protection,  say  some — ^it  is  the  merchant  that 
gives  life  and  spring  to  agriculture.  I  deny  it 
It  is  the  planter — ^the  cultivator — ^that  is  the 
foundation  on  which  every  other  branch  of  our 
associated  population  depends;  and  it  is  the 
snrplus  of  his  productions  that  makes  the  mer- 
chant, and  his  profits  that  make  the  banks. 
You  have  made  many  laws  for  their  protection ; 
they  have  disobeyed  them  all,  and  will  disobey 
them.  Have  they  not  told  you,  continually,  to 
let  them  alone ;  that  they  knew  their  own  busi- 
ness best  ?  Sir,  before  I  would  engage  in  a  war, 
to  which  I  could  not  see  a  prospect  of  a  favor- 
able issue,  I  would  let  them  alone.  Sir,  the 
President  is  made,  by  the  constitution,  the 
treaty-making  power ;  he  is  also  to  g^ve  us  the 
state  of  the  Union.  He  is  the  Executive.  He 
has  given  us  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  made 
his  requisitions ;  and  if  I  give  him  what  he  asks, 
I  give  him  enough ;  and  that  I  am  willing  to 
give,  and  more,  when  he  shall  require  it.  But 
I  am  not  to  be  forced  further  yet.  It  appears 
to  me  that  the  honorable  committee  has  a  mind 
to  OideanizevA — r^ecting  the  feanftil  and  faint- 
hearted. Will  they  prove  us  by  the  toattrs^  and 
reject  all  such  as  will  not  lap  as  the  dog  lappeth  ? 
For,  sir,  they  have  told  us  that  all  that  did  not 
intend  to  vote  for  such  ulterior  measures  as 
they  might  have  occasion  hereafter  to  bring 
forward,  ought  not  to  vote  for  the  resolutions. 
Now,  sir,  it  remains  for  me  to  tell  them  and 
the  House,  that  I  will  not  leave  the  ranks  of 
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mj  country.  I  will  vote  for  the  resolutions,  and 
consider  myself  at  liberty  to  vote  hereafter  as 
the  nature  of  the  case  may  require,  and  my 
conscience  shall  direct  I  have  no  more  to  say 
at  this  time. 


Monday,  December  16. 
Foreign  delations. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  unfinished  business,  being  the  report  of 
the  Oommittee  of  Foreign  Belations. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  that  he  could  not  express 
his  deep  sense  of  the  politeness  of  the  House, 
except  by  the  regret  he  felt  at  the  very  poor 
return  which  they  were  about  to  receive  for 
their  indulgence.  He  lamented  that  it  was  not 
in  his  power  to  thank,  in  the  name  of  all  the 
old  Republicans  of  1798  and  1799,  his  worthy 
friend  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Stanfoed,) 
for  the  sound,  sensible,  nertinent,  and  constitu- 
tional speech,  which  he  nad  delivered  the  other 
day  agsonst  this  resolution.  But  he  feared,  if  a 
writ  were  to  issue  against  that  old  party — ^as 
had  been  facetiously  said,  in  another  body,  of 
our  vaUant  Army — ^it  would  be  impossible  for  a 
constable  with  a  search  warrant  to  find  it 
There  must  be  a  return  of  nan  est  inoentue. 
Death,  resignation,  and  desertion  had  thinned 
their  ranks.  They  had  disappeared.  New  men 
and  new  doctrines  had  succeeded.  He  was  as- 
tonished at  the  frailty  of  some  memories ;  or 
rather,  at  their  aptness  to  remember  to  forget 
every  thing  but  what  subserved  their  present 
purposes. 

The  nation  had  been  brought  into  its  present 
alarming  and  unprecedented  situation  by  means 
in  nowise  unaccountable — ^by  steps  as  direct 
and  successive  as  Hogarth's  celebrated  series  of 
prints,  ^^  The  Rake's  Progress,"  beginning  at  the 
gaftiing  table  and  ending  in  a  jail,  or  in  bedlam. 
Our  difSculties  began  to  show  themselves  in 
1805  and  1806,  when  a  toiee  mam,  from  the  Eaet 
(Bidwell)  was  sent  to  govern  the  American 
House  of  Commons,  in  quality  of  manager. 
With  what  degree  of  fidelity  he  had  discharged 
this  duty,  we  might  Jndge  from  that  which  he 
had  since  displayed  in  mr  inferior  trusts.  We 
had  commenced  our  system  somewhat  on  the 
plan  of  Catharine  of  Russia,  when  she  lent  her 
nominal  aid  to  the  coalition;  we  had  dealt  even 
more  profusely  than  she  in  manifestoes;  we 
began,  under  the  instigation  of  mercantile  cupid- 
ity, to  contend  by  proclamations  and  resolutions 
for  the  empire  of  the  ocean.  But,  instead  of 
confining  ourselves  as  she  had  done  to  this 
bloodless  warfare,  we  must  copy  the  wise  exam- 
ple of  her  successors,  and  after  our  battle  of 
Friedland,  he  supposed,  we  also  should  have 
our  peace  of  Tilsit.  He  gave  the  little  minority 
praise  for  having  kept  the  Administration  in 
check,  under  the  salutary  restraint  of  a  rigorous 
examination  of  their  acts — although  the  Admin- 
istration had  run  away  with  the  credit  of  wish- 
ing to  take  a  strong  attitude,  and  had  thrown 
the  blame  of  thwarting  their  measures  on  the 


opposition.  That  opposition  had  been  composed 
of  all  sects  and  persuasions;  but  he  now  per- 
ceived that  the  greater  part  of  them  (the  Federal- 
ists) had  gone  over  to  the  Court  party,  for  a 
vei7  obvious  reason — ^because  they  foresee  at 
the  end  of  the  journey,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  your 
defeat  will  secure  their  triumph.  I  wish  the 
gentlemen  on  my  left  (the  msyority)  joy  of  thdr 
new  travelling  companions. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  had  expressed 
surprise  at  Mr.  Randolph's  manner  of  speakiog 
of  our  origin  from  an  English  stock.  Could  that 
gentleman  repose  his  head  upon  his  piUov 
without  returning  thanks  to  God  that  he  was 
descended  from  English  parentage!  Whence 
but  from  that  origin  came  all  the  blessings  of 
life,  so  far  as  political  privileges  are  ooncemed? 
To  what  is  it  owing  that  we  are  at  this  moment 
deliberating  under  the  forms  of  a  free  repre- 
sentative government?  Suppose  we  bad  been 
colonies  of  any  other  European  nation— com- 
pare our  condition  with  that  of  the  Spam^ 
Portuguese,  or  French  settlements  in  America? 
To  what  was  our  superiority  owing  ?  To  our 
Anglo-Saxon  race.  Suppose  we  had  descended 
from  those  nations — ^from  the  last,  espedaUy, 
which  stood  self-condemned^  on  her  own  con- 
fession, as  incapable  of  free  government,  bugging 
her  chains,  glorying  in  her  shame,  priding  her- 
self in  the  slave's  last  poor  distinction,  the  splen- 
dor of  her  tyrant  master?  Had  we  sprang  from 
the  loins  of  Frenchmen,  (he  shuddered  at  the 
thought  I)  where  would  have  been  that  proud 
spirit  of  resistance  to  Ministerial  encroachment 
on  our  rights  and  liberties,  which  achieved  cor 
independence?  We  should  have  submitted  to 
the  tea  tax,  the  stamp  act,  and  the  whole  train 
of  GrenviUe  and  North  ministerial  oppreeson. 
That  which  we  lifted  our  hands  against  in  de- 
termined scorn,  would  have  been  deemed  an 
indulgence.  Look  at  the  province  of  New  Spain, 
or  Mexico,  as  it  is,  not  with  strict  propriety, 
called.  With  a  physical  force  greatly  superii^ 
to  ours  in  1776,  she  had  not  dared  to  burst  the 
chains  of  Spanish  despotism,  divided,  weakened, 
almost  extinct  as  was  the  Spanish  monarchy. 
Mr.  R.  adverted  to  historical  documents  to 
show  that  America  ou^t  to  be  proud  of  her 
Anglo-Saxon  descent.  We  were  vastly  partico- 
lar  about  the  breed  of  oxu:  horses,  canle,  and 
sheep,  but  careless  of  the  breed  of  human  nature. 
And  yet  to  our  Anglo-Saxon  origin  we  owed 
our  resistance  to  British  tyranny.  Who  were 
the  members  of  our  first  Congress  ?  From  Mas- 
sachusetts, Samuel  Adams,  (and  t'other  Adams 
too,)  Robert  Treat  Paine,  not  Tom.  From  Con- 
necticut, Rogeo-  Sherman,  a  man  of  the  most 
profound  poUtioal  wisdom.  From  New  Y<Hkf 
James  Duane,  John  Jay.  From  New  Jersey, 
William  Livingston.  From  Pennsylvania,  Hiooh 
as  Mifflin.  From  Delaware.  Ciesar  Rodney, 
Thomas  McKean.  From  Maryland,  William 
Paca.  From  Virginia,  Peyton  Randolph,  George 
Washington,  Patrick  Henry,  Richard  Bland, 
Edmund  Pendleton.  From  South  CaroliDa, 
Henry  Middleton,  John  Ratlodge,  Chriatophir 
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Gadsden,  Edward  Bntledge.  In^what  school 
had  these  illustrious  men  fonnef  those  nohle 
principles  of  dvil  liberty  asserted  by  their  elo- 
quence and  nuuntained  by  their  arms  ?  Among 
the  grievances  stated  in  their  remonstrance  to 
the  King,  a  ^^ standing  army''  met  us  at  the 
threshold.  It  was  curious  to  see  in  that  list  of 
wrongs,  so  many  that  had  since  been  self 
inflicted  by  us. 

It  had  been  asked,  why  was  the  country  un- 
prepared for  defence  t  Was  he  expected  to  an- 
swer this  question  t  The  Administration  and 
their  overwhelming  majorities  must  answer  it. 
They  had  wantoned  in  the  plenitude  of  their 
power.  Who  could  say  them  nay?  Was  it 
Mr.  Randolph's  fault  that  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  had  never,  in  the  course  of  his 
extensive  experience,  heard  of  a  proposition  to 
arm  the  whole  body  of  the  militia  ?  which  had 
been  damned  with  a  faint  appropriation  of  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  when  millions  were 
lavished  upon  miserable  oyster  boats.  The  Clerk 
of  the  Senate  could  not  forbear  a  sneer  when  he 
read  the  title  of  the  bill,  at  the  recollection  of 
the  means  to  enforce  it.  Mr.  B.  had  proposed 
himself  an  annual  million  until  the  work  should 
be  accomplished.  He  would  forever  stand  up 
for  the  militia.  It  was  not  in  the  scoffs  of  the 
epaulette  gentry,  who,  for  an^  service  they 
have  seen,  are  the  ratoest  milttia^o  degrade 
them  in  his  eyes.  Who  were  they  ?  uurselves — 
the  country.  Arm  them  and  you  are  safe,  be- 
yond the  possibility  of  danger.  Yearly  did  the 
standing  army  sweep  off  the  money,  while  the 
militia  received  empty  praise.  He  would  rather 
see  the  thing  reversed.  But  there  will  forever 
be  a  Court  and  Country  party.  The  standing 
army  is  the  devoted  creature  of  the  Court.  It 
mast  forever  be  so.  Can  we  wonder  tiiat  it 
should  be  cherished  by  its  master?  He  spoke 
of  a  mercenary  soldier  in  terms  of  the  strongest 
abhorrence.  He  would  ever  uphold  the  militia ; 
and  he  detested  standing  armies,  as  the  profli- 
gate instruments  of  despotism,  as  the  blood- 
hoands  of  hell.  They  would  support  any  and 
every  existing  Government  In  all  history  he 
remembered  only  one  Instance  of  their  desert- 
ing their  Covernment  and  taking  part  with  the 
people ;  and  that  was  when  the  Duke  of  Orleans 
had  bribed  the  army  of  the  last  of  the  Bourbon 
Kings.  A  mercenary  soldier  was  disgusting  to 
oar  senses ;  was  odious  and  detestable  to  the 
eye  of  reason,  republicanism  and  religion.  Tet, 
that  ^^mere  machine  of  murder,''  rude  as  it  ia, 
was  the  manufacturer  of  all  the  C»sars,  and 
Cromwells,  and  Bonapartes,  of  the  earth ;  con- 
secrated by  a  people's  curse,  not  loud  but  deep, 
to  the  infernal  gods.  As  from  the  fllth  of 
the  kennel  and  common  sewer,  spread  the  pes- 
tilence that  carried  havoc  through  a  great  city, 
so  from  this  squalid,  outcast,  homeless  wretch 
sprung  the  scourge  of  military  despotism.  And 
yet  we  are  told  that  there  was  no  danger  from 
an  army  of  30,000  or  40,000  men.  With  6,000 
GsBsar  had  passed  the  Bubicon.  With  22,000 
he  fought  the  battle  of  Pharsalia,  which  render- 


ed him  master  of  the  world.  To  come  to  later 
times — what  number  had  Bonaparte,  when,  de- 
serting his  companions  in  arms,  he  returned  a 
solitary  fugitive  from  Egypt,  to  overturn  that 
Gk)vemment,  which  if  it  had  possessed  one  par- 
ticle of  enei^y,  if  it  had  been  possible  for  the 
civil  authority  to  cope  with  military  power, 
would  have  cashiered  him  for  having  ruined 
one  of  the  best-appointed  fleets  and  armies  that 
ever  sailed  from  a  European  port?  Well  might 
the  father  of  political  wisdom  (Lord  Chatham) 
say  to  the  Parliament  of  England,  "entrench 
yourselves  in  parchment  to  the  teeth,  the  sword 
will  find  a  passage  to  the  vitals  of  the  consti- 
tution." As  good  a  Bepublican  as  ever  sat  on 
that  floor,  (Andrew  Fletcher  of  Saltoun,)  had 
dissolved  his  political  friendship  with  the  Earl 
of  Sunderland,  when  he  found  nim  supporting 
an  army;  and  the  event  justified  his  sc^acity. 
Cromwell,  the  affected  patron  of  liberty,  al- 
ways encouraged  the  army.  We  know  the  con- 
sequence. It  was  a  fundamental  principle  of 
free  Government  that  a  legislature  which  would 
preserve  its  liberty  must  avoid  that  canker,  a 
standing  army.  Are  we  to  forget,  as  chimeri- 
cal, our  notions  of  this  institution,  which  we 
imbibed  from  our  very  cradles,  which  are  im- 
printed on  our  Bills  of  Bights  and  Constitutions, 
which  we  avowed  under  the  reign  of  John  Ad- 
ams? Are  they  to  be  scourged  out  of  us  by 
the  birch  of  the  unfledged  political  pedagogues 
of  the  day  ?  If  he  were  the  enemy  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, could  he  reconcile  it  to  his  principles, 
he  would  follow  the  example  set  him  in  another 
quarter,  and  say  to  the  majority,  go  to  your  iu- 
evitable  destruction!  He  likened  the  people 
under  this  joint  operation  of  the  two  parties, 
Ministerial  and  Federal,-  to  the  poor  client  be- 
tween two  lawyers,  or  the  cloth  between  the 
tailor's  shears. 

He  was  glad  to  hear  from  his  venerable  friend 
that  this  was  not  to  be  a  party  war.  When 
the  last  additional  force  bill  was  raised,  to  which 
this  was  about  to  be  superadded,  it  was  an  in- 
dispensable preliminary  to  an  appointment,  to 
sign,  or  to  promise  to  sign,  the  thirty-nine  ar- 
ticles of  the  creed  of  the  reigniog  political  church. 
But  now  the  political  millennium  was  at  hand — 
already  had  John  Adams  and  Citizen  Genet 
laid  down,  like  the  lion  and  tlie  lamb,  in  the 
same  fold.  And  if  they  were  not  joined  by 
their  fellow-laborer  in  Newgate,  it  was  his  keep- 
er's fault,  not  that  of  his  inclination.  Citizen 
Oenety  now  an  American  patriot  of  the  first  or- 
der, who  extols  "  our  Washikqton  ;"  the  cham- 
pion of  the  laws  of  nations;  the  vindicator  of 
American  rights  against  foreign  (and,  of  course, 
French)  aggression !  He  was  glad  to  hear  that 
it  was  not  to  be  a  war  for  the  protection  of  man- 
ufactures. To  domestic  manufactures,  in  the 
true  sense  of  the  term,  he  had  always  been, 
and  ever  should  be,  a  friend ;  he  had  taken  a 
pride  in  clothing  himself  in  them  until  it  was 
attempted  to  be  made  a  political  test.  He  ab- 
horred tests  of  all  sorts,  political  and  religious, 
and  never  would  submit  to  them.    He  was  sick 
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of  this  cant  of  patriotism,  which  extended  to  a 
man^s  victuals,  drink,  and  clothes.  He  had,  from 
a  sort  of  obstinacy  that  belonged  to  him,  Md 
aside  the  external  nse  of  these  manufactores ; 
bnt  he  was  their  firm  friend,  and  of  the  mana- 
factnrers  also.  They  were  no  new  things  to 
him ;  no  Merino  hobby  of  the  day ;  he  had  known 
them  from  his  infancy.  He  had  been  ahnost 
teippted  to  believe,  from  the  similarity  of  char- 
acter and  avocations,  that  Hector  had  a  Virgin- 
ian wife;  that  Lucretia  herself— for  she  had 
displayed  the  spirit  of  a  Virginian  matron — ^was 
a  Virginian  lady.  Where  were  they  found? 
Spinning  among  their  handmaids  I  "What  was 
the  occupation  of  a  Virginian  wife — ^her  highest 
ambition  ?  To  attend  to  her  domestic  and  house- 
hold cares ;  to  dispense  medicine  and  food  to 
the  sick ;  to  minister  to  the  comfort  of  her  fam- 
ily, her  servants,  and  her  poor  neighbors,  where 
she  had  any.  At  the  sight  of  su^  a  woman  his 
heart  bowed  down,  and  did  her  reverence.  Com- 
pare with  such  a  being  your  gad-about  card- 
players.  Mr.  Randolph  said  that  if  the  Em- 
press Queen  had  presented  herself  decked  in 
the  spoils  of  a  ravaged  world,  at  the  late  exhi- 
bition, in  contrast  with  our  American  matrons, 
bearinff  the  triumphs  of  their  own  ingenuity 
and  industry,  we  should  have  looked  upon  her, 
and  all  her  splendor,  with  scorn  and  contempt 
in  our  hearts,  although,  from  politeness  to  the 
sex,  as  gentlemen,  we  should  have  suppressed 
the  sentiment. 

He  could  not  conclude  without  noticing  the 
parallel  attempted  to  be  drawn  by  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  Mr.  Calhoun — ^not 
quite  indeed  after  the  manner  of  Plutarch — ^be- 
tween himself  and  an  illustrious  statesman, 
(Lord  Chatham.)  The  gentleman  had  been 
pleased  to  say,  that  at  the  mention  of  his  name, 
Mr.  Randolph's  heart  bad  seemed  to  smite  him. 
It  had  indeed  smitten  ^im:  from  a  sensation 
which  he  trusted  that  gentleman  might  never 
feel :  against  which  he  seemed  well  secured.  It 
was  a  consciousness  of  his  own  nnworthiness 
to  sustain  the  high  duties  imposed  upon  him  by 
his  country,  which  the  recollection  of  that  great 
man's  name  had,  at  the  moment,  called  up.  He 
felt  humbled  in  the  contemplation  of  his  worth. 
Would  to  God  I  he  possessed  some  portion  of 
his  powers ;  that  he  could  borrow  his  eagle-eye, 
his  withering  look,  the  unrivalled  migesty  of 
his  manner,  the  magic  of  his  voice,  at  once  the 
music  and  the  thunder  of  the  spheres,  to  rouse 
the  House  to  a  sense  of  tiieir  country's  danger. 
In  one  respect,  however,  he  might  boast  that 
he  possessed  some  qualities  in  common  with  that 
immortal  statesman.  He  might  assert  as  lofty 
a  spirit,  as  unyielding  an  adherence  to  the  de- 
liberate convictions  of  his  own  understanding, 
as  Lord  Chatham  himself;  who,  because  he  set 
his  face  against  corruption,  and  had  the  art  of 
making  every  coward  scoundrel  in  the  nation 
his  foe — concentrating  upon  himself  the  "rays 
of  royal  indignation,  which  might  illumine  but 
could  not  consume  him ;"  who,  because  with 
intuitive  glance  he  penetrated,  resolved  and 


combined  every  interest  of  his  ooontry,  and  eadi 
design  of  her  enemies,  and  reached  his  object 
"by  the  flaahes  of  his  mind,  which,  like  those 
of  his  eye,  might  be  felt  but  could  not  be  fol- 
lowed," was  by  the  plodding,  purblind,  gmiiig 
politicians  of  the  day,  attempted  to  be  held  up 
as  an  empty  dedaimer,  a  theatrical  gesticnlatar. 
Gentlemen  must  not  expect  him  to  quit  the 
anchorage  of  his  own  judgment  in  order  to  por- 
sue  the  ignet  fatui  that  wander  about  Goose 
Creek.*  Mr.  Speaker,  my  heart  is  fuU— the  re- 
collection of  that  matchless  orator  and  states- 
man has  filled  me  with  unspeakable  feelinga. 
To  excite  them  there  was  no  need  of  the  end 
and  insulting  comparison  which  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoitk)  had  at- 
tempted to  draw  between  that  gigantic  states- 
man and  the  pigmy  who  now  addresses  you. 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  concurring 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  agree- 
ment to  the  second  resolution,  which  is  in  the 
following  words : 

"  That  an  addittonal  force  of tfaooMiid  icgn- 

lar  troops  ought  to  be  immediately  raised,  to  serve  for 
three  years ;  and  that  a  bounty  in  lands  ought  to  be 
given  to  enoonrage  enlistment** 

And  carried  as  follows  : 

Teas.— WilliB  Alston,  jr.,  WiOiam  AndersoD,  Ste- 
venson  Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  Eseklel  Baoon,  Jdm 
Baker,  David  Bard,  Josiah  Bartlett,  Bnrwell  Baswtt, 
William  W.  Bibb,  William  Blaekledge,  Haimainii 
Bleecker,  Thomas  Bloont,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breck- 
enridge,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Sm-ireli,  WQliaai 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Chen^  Jsidci 
Cochran,  John  Glopton,  Thomaa  B.  Cooke,  Lcvii 
Condit,  William  Crawford,  Roger  Davi%  John  Daw- 
son, Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earie^ 
James  Emott,  William  Findlay,  James  FUk,  Im 
Fitch,  MeshadL  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholaoo,  Tbomai 
R  Gold,  Charles  Goldsboroo^  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grondy,  Boiling  BbJO,  OM 
Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hnftj, 
John  M.  Hyneman,  lUchard  M.  Johnson.  Joseph 
Kent,  Philip  B.  Key,  William  R.  Cng,  Abner  Laopd^ 
Joseph  Lerover,  Peter  little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Lrnag- 
ston,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathunel  lb- 
con,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Archibald 
McBryde,  William  MoCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alenadv 
McEjm,  Aronah  Metcalf,  James  Milnar,  Samoel  L. 
Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Moitow,  Hqgh 
Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  NewboU,  Thomas 
Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  William  Paxildii^  jr.,  Is- 
rael Piekens,  William  Piper,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter 
B.  Porter,  Josiah  Qnincy,  William  Reed,  Heoiy  Sf. 
Ridgely,  Samuel  RingBold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roaae, 
Jonathan  Roberts,  Wmiam  Rodman,  Ebeneaer  Si^ 
Thomas  Sammona,  Ebeneaer  Seaver,  John  Sener, 
Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  Geoige 
Smith,  John  Smith,  SOas  Stow,  WilHam  Stotn^ 
Geoige  Sullivan,  Peter  TaUman,  Uri  Tracy,  Geoigs 
M.  ^I^oup,  Charles  Tuner,  jr.,  Pierre  Van  Coftlsadt, 
jr.,  Robert  Whitehill,  Da^d  K  Williams,  WiQiam 


*  The  primitlre  n«m«  of  the  BtUe  i 
foot  of  the  Capitol  grounds,  sailed  the  T>ber  dues  tte  Oi^ 
itol  came  to  Its  banks,  and  up  and  down  whkk  mmkm 
were  aeeaatcowd  to  walk  In  that  early  day. 
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Widgeiy,  Thomas  Wflson,  Robert  Wright,  and  Richard 
W71U1— 110. 

Nats. — Abijah  Bigelow,  El^ah  Brigham,  Epaphro* 
ditos  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Daye^port, 
jr.,  William  Ely,  Edwin  Graj,  Richard  Jackson,  jr., 
Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Jonathan  0.  Moae- 
ly,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R 
Potter,  John  Randolph,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Richard 
Stanfcnd,  Lewis  B.  Stujgea,  Samuel  Taggart,  Ben- 
jamin Tallmadge,  Laban  Wheaton,  and  Leonard 
White — 22. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  the  third 
resolatioo,  in'  the  following  words : 

^  That  it  is  expedient  to  anthorizo  the  President, 
mider  proper  regulations,  to  accept  the  service  of  any 
Domber  ot  volnnteers,  not  exceeding  fifty  thousand ; 
to  be  organized,  trained,  and  held  in  readiness  to  act 
on  such  service  as  the  exigencies  of  the  Government 
may  require." 

And  carried:  yeas  118 — na,^  16. 

The  qnestion  was  next  taken  on  the  fourth 
resolution,  in  the  following  words: 

'*That  the  President  be  authorized  to  order  out 
from  time  to  time  such  detachments  of  the  militia,  as 
in  his  opinion  the  public  service  may  require.* 

And  carried :  yeas  120 — ^nays  8. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  fifth  reso- 
lution, in  the  words  following: 

'*  That  an  the  vessels  not  now  in  service  belonging 
to  the  Navy,  and  worthy  of  repair,  be  immediately 
fitted  up  and  put  in  commission." 

And  carried :  yeas  111 — nays  15. 

The  question  was  put  from  the  Chair  on  the 
sixth  resolution,  in  these  words : 

"  6.  That  it  is  expedient  to  permit  our  merchant 
vessels,  owned  exclusively  by  resident  citizens,  and 
commanded  and  navigated  solely  by  citizens,  to  arm 
under  proper  regulations,  to  be  prescribed  by  law,  in 
self-defence,  against  all  unlawful  proceedings  towuds 
them  on  the  Mgh  seas.** 

When  the  resolution  was,  on  motion,  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  three  first  resolution^  for  filling  up  the 
present  estal)lishment,  for  raising  an  additional 
number  of  regulars,  and  authorizing  the  accept- 
ance of  volunteers^  services,  were  referred  to  the 
committee  who  reported  them,  with  instructions 
to  bring  in  bills  in  pursuance  thereof. 


TussDAT,  December  17. 

MimsHjppi  Territory — Ordinance  of  17S7. 

Mr.  PomnsxTEit,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  the  said  report  was  committed,  reported 
the  same  with  an  amendment ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  oonmiittee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  &e  Mississippi  Territory,  and  the  peti- 
tion of  sundry  citizens  thereof,  praying  to  be  admitted 
into  the  Union  of  the  United  States  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  original  States ;  and  also  the  petition  of 
the  inhabitants  of  West  Florida,  setting  forth  their 
desire  to  be  annexed  to  said  Territory,  for  reasons 
therein  contained,  have  had  these  snlgects  under  con- 
Vou  rV.— 80 


sideration,  and  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  re- 
port: 

That  there  has  existed  in  the  Mississippi  Territory 
a  temporary  government,  founded  on  the  ordinance 
for  the  government  of  the  Territozy  Northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio,  since  the  eleventh  day  of  April,  one  thou- 
sand se^en  hundred  and  ninety-eight.  That,  al- 
though this  ordinance  has  undergone  some  modifica- 
tions, extending,  in  a  limited  degree,  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  citizens,  it  still  contains  provisions 
incompatible  with  political  liberty,  and  unfavorable 
to  a  due  and  impartial  administration  of  justice,  in 
the  redress  of  private  wrongs  and  injuries.  The  Chief 
Executive  Magistrate  is  charged  with  the  execution 
of  the  laws ;  is  commander-in-chief  of  the  militia ; 
has  the  sole  power  of  appointment  to  offices,  civil  and 
military,  wi&in  the  Territory,  and  the  removal  of 
these  officers  at  pleasure ;  is  vested  with  an  unquali- 
fied veto  on  all  bills  passed  by  the  other  co-ordinate 
branches  of  the  Legislature;  and  is,  moreover, 
clothed  with  the  odious  and  arbitrary  authority  to 
prorogue  and  dissolve  the  General  Assembly  when- 
ever, in  his  opinion,  it  shaU  be  expedient  These 
high  and  regal  prerogatives,  constituting  some  of  the 
most  obvious  characteristics  which  distinguish  an  ab-  • 
solute  monarchy  from  the  constitution  of  a  free  State, 
are  confided  to  the  discretionary  exercise  of  a  Gov- 
ernor, who  is  neither  chosen  by,  nor  responsible  to, 
the  people.  He  is  often  a  total  stranger  to  the  local 
interests  and  circumstances  of  the  country  over  which 
he  possesses  such  unlimited  control,  and  is  accounta- 
ble only  for  malconduct  or  corruption  in  office  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  The  only  security 
which  exists  against  the  frequent  and  wanton  abuse 
of  these  powers  is  to  be  found  in  the  mild  and  concil- 
iatory disposition  uniformly  manifested  by  the  Gene- 
ral Government  towards  its  territories.  But  experi- 
ence has  shown  that,  in  all  colonial  governments, 
officers  situated  at  a  remote  distance  from  the  tribu- 
nal to  which  they  are  responsible,  too  frequently 
^  feel  power  and  forget  right ;"  and,  by  eluding  the 
vigilance  of  rigid  investigation,  are  enabled  to  prac- 
tise acts  of  oppression  with  impunity. 

The  above  summary  of  Executive  powers,  so  oppo- 
site in  their  nature  to  those  principles  which  form  the 
basis  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  which  axe 
transfused  through  the  constitution  of  the  several 
States,  is  sufficient  to  show  that  the  people  are  de- 
prived of  all  participation  in  the  choice  of  those  who 
administer  the  laws,  and  that  public  functionaries  are 
rendered  independent  of  the  community  whose  inter- 
ests are  confided  to  their  management  and  discre- 
tioa  These  restrictions  on  the  rights  of  the  people 
can  be  justified  only  by  the  most  evident  necessity, 
resulting  from  peculiar  and  unavoidable  circum- 
stances. Your  oommittee,  therefore,  consider  it  an 
act  both  of  strict  justice  and  sound  policy  to  advance 
the  respective  territories  of  the  United  States  to  the 
grade  of  a  separate  commonwealth,  whenever  they 
shall  contain  the  number  of  inhabitants  necessary  to 
entitle  them,  under  the  ratio  established  by  law,  to  a 
Representative  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
On  the  subject  of  population,  there  exists  no  diffi- 
culty, whether  the  territory  be  taken  in  connection 
with  West  Florida  or  with  its  present  Umits.  From 
the  official  returns  of  the  census,  taken  during  the 
summer  of  the  past  year,  it  I4>pears  that  there  were, 
in  the  Mi«iaissippi  Territory,  the  number  of  forty 
thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-two  souls.  This 
enumeration,  it  is  alleged,  fell  considerably  short  of 
the  actual  population  of  the  Territory  at  that  tune ; 
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and,  without  castixig  the  most  remote  cengore  on  the 
officers  who  were  employed  in  that  service,  snch  a 
soggestion  is  stronglj  supported  hy  the  vast  extent  of 
ooontiy  over  which  the  settlements  are  dispersed.  It 
also  appears  to  your  committee  that  the  progressive 
emigration  from  the  old  States  to  this  section  of  the 
Union,  added  to  the  length  of  time  which  it  will  re- 
quire to  form  a  constitution,  and  put  the  same  in 
operation,  afford  satisfactory  pledges  that,  anterior 
to  the  final  admission  of  the  Territory  to  the  rights 
of  State  sovereignty,  the  numher  of  its  inhabitants 
will  amount  to  at  least  sixty  thousand,  whereby  they 
wHl  possess  the  unqualified  right,  in  conformity  with 
articles  of  cession  and  agreement  between  the  United 
States  and  Georgia,  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union  on 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States. 

Your  committee-  cannot  forbear  to  express  their 
decided  opinion,  that,  where  no  constitutional  diffi- 
culty occurs,  l^e  formation  of  new  States  on  the 
southern  extremity  of  the  United  States  ought  not  to 
be  delayed. 

Under  these  impressions,  your  committee  submit 
the  following  resolution : 

Besolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  admit  all  that 
tract  of  country,  bounded  north  by  a  line  drawn  due 
east  from  the  river  Tazoo,  where  it  unites  with  the 
Mississippi,  to  the  river  Chatahouchy,  and  down  said 
river  to  the  thirty-first  degree  of  latitude ;  thence, 
along  said  degree  of  latitude,  to  a  point  opposite  tiie 
river  Perdido ;  thence  to  the  oonfluenoe  of  said  last 
mentioned  river,  with  the  Gulf  of  Mexico ;  and 
thence,  in  a  direct  line  through  the  middle  of  the 
Lakes  Maurepas  and  Pontduutrain,  to  the  junction 
of  the  Iberville  with  the  river  Mississippi,  and  up  said 
river  to  the  above-mentioned  river  Yazoo,  into  the 
Union  <^  the  United  States,  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States. 


"Wedkesdat,  December  18. 

Mr.  Bhba  presented  petitions  from  Lonisiana 
Territory,  in  favor  of  the  second  grade  of  Qot- 
ernment — ^Referred. 

BatUe  on  the  Wabash. 

Mr.  Obhsbt  moved  the  following  resolntion : 

Resolvedj  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  provision  ought  to  be 
made  bv  law  for  paying  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  militia  who  served  under  Governor  Hairison,  in 
the  late  expedition  against  the  Indians  on  the  Wa- 
bash, to  compensate  them  for  the  loss  of  horses,  and 
.'for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who 
foil  in  the  action  of  the  seventh  November  last ; 
and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
iriso. 

The  said  resolntion  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
He  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McKbe  moved  the  following  resolntion : 

lUtolffed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House 
such  infoimation  as  may  be  in  the  possession  of  the 
Government,  and  proper  to  be  communicated,  on  the 
following  points : 

1.  Any  evidence  tending  to  show  whether  any  and 
what  agency  the  subjects,  either  public  or  private,  of 
any  foreign  power,  may  have  had  in  exciting  the  In- 
dians on  the  Western  frontier  to  hostility  a§^tittst  the 
Unitid  Stotes; 


2.  The  evidence  of  hostility  towards  the  United 
States,  on  the  part  of  the  Shawanee  Prophet  sod  Ins 
adherents,  anterior  to  the  ccmmiencement  of  the  Isis 
campaign  against  them,  under  the  oofimand  of  Gov- 
ernor Harrison ; 

3.  The  orders  and  authority  vested  in  Govennr 
Harrison  by  the  United  States,  under  whidi  the  late 
expedition  against  the  Indians  was  carried  on;  sad 
such  other  information  relating  to  the  subject,  as,  ia 
the  opinion  of  the  President,  may  be  proper  to  bs 
communicated  to  this  House. 

The  resolation  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 


Thubsdat,  December  19. 
Battle  of  Tippecanoe. 
A  Message  was  received  from  the  Preodent 
of  the  United  States,  transmitting  two  letters 
received  from  Governor  Harrison,  of  the  Indi- 
ana  Territory,  reporting  the  particolars  of  the 
issne  of  the  expedition  nnder  his  command  on 
the  Wabaah.  The  Message  and  letters  were 
read,  and  referred  to  Mr.  McKks,  Mr.  Ssvnx, 
Mr.  BsEOKENBiDGS,  Mr.  MoBBOw,  Mr.  Alstov, 
Mr.  Lefevbe,  and  Mr.  Maxwbix,  toccmsider 
and  report  thereon  to  the  House. 

Foreign  Belations. 

The  Honse  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
sixth  resolation,  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Belations,  in  the  following  words: 

"6.  That  it  is  expedient  to  pennlt  our  merdnot 
vessels,  owned  exclusively  by  resident  citizeot,to 
arm,  under  proper  regulations,  to  be  prescribed  bj 
law,  in  self-defence,  against  aU  unlawful  proeeedii^ 
towards  them  on  the  mgh  seas." 

Mr.  Abohbb. — ^The  sixth  resolation  of  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  being  now  on 
its  passage,  I  most  express  my  sorrow  that  I  sm 
compelled  to  obtrade  my  humble  observations 
upon  the  fatigued  patience  of  the  House,  and 
the  more  exhausted  patience  of  the  uatioo.  As 
I  shall  vote  against  the  resolution,  I  feel  it  to  be 
my  indispensable  duty  to  detail  to  the  Hoo» 
the  reasons  by  which  my  vote  shall  be  actosted. 
Many  honorable  members  may,  perhaps,  con- 
ceive that  it  would  be  more  proper  for  me  to 
reserve  my  remarks  for  the  bill,  when  it  shsB 
be  reported ;  but,  sir,  I  have  ever  held  it  to  be 
my  sacred  duty  to  oppose,  even  in  its  incipient 
state,  every  measure  which  may  be  hostile  to 
the  rights,  or  dangerous  to  the  interests  of  my 
country,  lest,  by  not  seeming  to  oppose,  my  con- 
duct diould  be  construed  into  an  encourage- 
ment of  such  a  measure. 

For  what  purpose,  sir,  let  me  adc,  have  W5 
adopted  the  resolation  preceding  this  t  Was  it 
for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  Qovenmiattt 
Was  it  that  the  members  of  that  Armv  shoold 
sheath  their  swords  in  the  bowels  of  the  liber- 
ties of  their  country?  Who  will  impute  to 
this  body  so  disgraceful  a  motive?  Are  you 
about  to  raise  a  standing  army,  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  preparations  for  war,  but  with 
a  view  of  intimidatuig  Great  Britain  to  recede 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DEBATES  OP  CONGRESS. 


467 


Dbcembxr,  1811.] 


Foreign  Belationi, 


[H.  OF  E. 


from  her  umast  infractions  of  onr  neatral  rights? 
Do  not  Uiink  that  she  will  be  intimidated  by  any 
preparations  which  you  can  make,  however 
formidable  they  may  be.  She  knows,  too  weU, 
yonr  condnct  heretofore,  to  believe  you  are  in 
earnest.  She  knows  that,  many  years  ago.  yon 
resolved  to  resist,  but  that  this  honorable  deter- 
miDation  terminated  in  an  empty  resolution. 
She  knows,  too  well,  liiat  you  have  been,  here- 
tofore, prodigal  in  words,  and  parsimonious  in 
spirited  action.  I  do  not  set  myself  up  for  a 
prophet;  but,  mark  me,  if  it  be  not  true,  that 
Great  Britain  will  not  do  you  justice  till  you 
carry  the  war  out  of  this  haJl  into  the  heart  of 
her  colonial  territories. 

Under  the  firmest  conviction,  then,  as  I  am, 
that  war  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain— if  we  have  any  respect  for  our  honor 
as  a  nation — ^will  be  an  event  of  inevitable  con- 
sequence, I  have  in  vain  searched  for  the  rea- 
sons which  would  induce  us  to  authorize  our 
merchant  vessels  to  iarm  against  all  unlawful 
molestations  on  the  high  seas.  As  the  resolu- 
tion ia,  in  its  nature,  general,  every  man  must 
see,  on  the  contrary,  the  dangers  necessarily 
attendant  upon  the  adoption  of  such  a  measure. 
You  are  now  on  the  very  verge  of  war,  and 
yoa  should,  therefore,  be  careful  not  to  multi- 
ply your  enemies.  You  may,  by  passing  this 
resolution,  make  France  your  enemy.  You 
may  enlist  Denmark  and  other  powers  of  Eu- 
rope against  you.  This  is  an  event  which 
would  be  deeply  deprecated ;  and,  that  it  should 
happen,  is  nothing  improbable ;  for  your  mer- 
chants, armed  as  they  wiU  be,  in  defence  of 
their  commerce,  may  select  the  nation  who  is 
to  be  your  enemy.  If  they  are  molested  in 
their  commerce,  whether  lawftQ  or  unlawful, 
*hey  will  be  disposed  to  resist.  At  any  rate, 
they  will  be  the  judges  of  the  juncture  when 
their  interests  may  call  for  the  interposition  of 
force,  and  will  exercise  that  force  according  to 
their  own  whims  and  caprices.  They  sail  on 
the  ocean  clothed  with  national  authority,  and 
for  their  actions,  whether  lawful  or  unlawful, 
you  wiU  be  compelled  to  answer.  Sir,  I 
respect  the  highly  honorable  occupation  of  a 
merchant,  but  am  not  disposed  to  carry  that 
respect  so  far  as  to  give  my  sanction  to  the 
adoption  of  a  measure  which  may  jeopardize 
the  peace,  and  endanger  the  interests  of  my 
country.  If  this  resolution  were  to  authoriEe 
an  amung  against  Ghreat  Britain  alone,  this  ar- 
gument would  have  no  effect ;  but  as  it  has  a 
view  to  a  general  arming  against  idl  nations, 
this  reasoning  is  conclusive  on  my  nund,  and 
must  operate  in  the  same  way  upon  all  men 
who  will  give  the  subject  a  dispassionate  con- 
sideration. The  consequences  of  such  a  meas- 
ure are  plain  and  obvious.  Kow,  let  us  examine 
whether  there  exists  any  reason  sufficiently 
powerf al  to  outweigh  these  considerations. 

What  is  the  ol^ect,  and  the  only  one  too,  as 
stated  by  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Oom- 
mittee  of  Foreign  Relations,  (Mr.  Pobtxb,)  for 
the  adoption  of  this  measure?    Yonr  vessels  | 


will  be  armed  and  prepared  for  privateering  the 
moment  war  shall  be  declared.  Why,  sir,  do 
you  think  the  merchants  will  believe  that  you 
really  intend  to  go  to  war  ?  And,  if  they  doubt 
upon  this  subject,  do  you  suppose  they  will  be 
so  regardless  of  their  own  interests  as  to  expend 
their  capital  in  fitting  out  privateers,  when  no 
absolute  certainty  exists  that  war  is  your  ob- 
ject, or  your  serious  intention?  It  would,  cer- 
tainly, be  an  object  of  no  inconsiderable  mo- 
ment to  have  privateers  prepared  to  harass  and 
disturb  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain  in  the 
event  of  war.  If  this  be  your  object,  you  are 
taking  a  very  improper  course  to  obtain  it.  If 
such  be  your  object,  take  some  decided  and 
energetic  step  which  will  convince  even  the 
incredulou  that  you  will  resort  to  the  sword 
to  obtain  justice,  and  your  end  will  soon  be 
effected.  But,  do  not  depress  the  hopes  of 
the  nation  by  sanctioning  this  tame,  imbecile, 
and  temporizing  system. 

What  is  the  spirit  that  breathes  in  the  ftve 
resolutions  which  have  been  adopted — resolu- 
tions which  were  in  entire  accordance  with  my 
feelings?  Is  it  not  a  spirit  of  war?  Do  they 
not  beiar  a  hostile  aspect  ?  Are  they  not  calcu- 
lated to  induce  Great  Britdn  to  believe  that  for- 
bearance on  our  part  has  terminated,  and  that 
we  are  resolved,  unless  she  speedily  extend  to 
us  ftiU  and  ample  justice,  to  decide  the  contest 
by  the  sword?  Have  you  any  thing  to  hope, 
by  operating  upon  the  minds  of  the  rulers  of 
that  nation,  a  conviction  that  you  are  boastinar 
no  longer?  If  you  do  entertain  such  a  hope,  I 
pray  you,  do  not  adopt  this  measure — a  meas- 
ure which  will  show  her  the  fluctuation  of  our 
opinions,  and  the  repugnancy  of  our  plans ;  a 
measure  which  will  lull  to  sleep  her  fears  of 
war,  and  convince  her  not  only  of  your  inde- 
cision, but  of  your  timidity  to  unsheath  your 
sword  in  defence  of  rights  clear  and  undisputed, 
and  in  avenging  injuries  too  glaring  for  the  dig- 
nity and  honor  of  a  nation  to  submit  to.  Are 
the  wishes  of  this  nation  to  be  unattended  to? 
Ought  we  not  to  relieve  its  anxieties?  Or,  are 
we  to  tantalize  their  hopes  with  energy  in  one 
law  and  imbecility  in  another?  Are  the  mer- 
chants to  be  told  we  will  protect  their  com- 
merce ?  By  what  ?  By  granting  them  a  right  * 
which  nature  has  already  given  to  them  ?  Is 
commerce  to  be  protected  by  abridging  the 
natural  rights  of  the  people?  Is  this  measure 
no  abridgment  of  their  rights  ?  Does  it  not 
confine  uie  legality  of  arming  to  resident  citi- 
zens alone  ?  Look  at  the  measure  as  you  please, 
it  is  a  dead  letter.  Is  this  the  period  of  all 
others  to  be  selected  to  incorporate  unmeaninff 
laws  in  the  body  of  your  statute  book  ?  Do  not 
satirize,  by  such  an  act,  the  manly  sensibility  of 
the  people.  Do  not  paralyze  the  national  arm. 
No ;  let  us  do  justice  to  the  nation  by  the 
adoption  of  such  measures  as  will  renovate  the 
depressed  spirits  of  our  constituents;  which 
will  prevent  them  from  falling  into  that  de- 
structive and  deadly  languor  which  this  resolu- 
tion is  calculated  to  produce. 
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The  question  was  then  taken  to  concur  with 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  in  their  agreement  to  the  said 
sixth  resolution,  as  reported  \>j  the  Committee 
on  Poreign  Belations;  and  resolved  in  the 
affirmative — ^yeas  97,  nays  22. 


Satubday,  December  21. 
Statutes  of  Limitation, 

Mr.  Gholson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
who  were  instructed  by  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  the  11th  ultimo,  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  repealing  or  suspending  the  vari- 
ous acts  of  limitation,  so  far  as  they  operate  to 
bar  the  payment  of  certain  descriptions  of 
claims,  made  a  report  thereon. — Referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Bees 
Nanna  and  others.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  they  have  bestowed  on  the  resolution  that 
full  consideration  to  which  it  was  entitled.  They 
felt,  on  the  one  hand,  sincere  solicitude  to  devise 
some  just  and  adequate  method  of  satisfyiDg  the 
claims  in  question ;  while,  on  the  other,  they  were 
forcibly  struck  with  the  unavoidable  scenes  of  specu- 
lation and  fraud  which  would  ensue  the  repeal  or 
siupension  of  any  of  the  acts  of  limitation,  whereby 
those  claims  are  barred.  If  the  old  soldier,  his 
widow,  or  his  orphan,  were  alone  to  be  benefited  by 
such  suspension,  your  committee  would  not  hesitate 
to  recommend  it  Past  experience,  however,  hath 
evidently  shown  that  similar  legidative  indulgences 
have  enured  almost  exclusively  to  the  advantage  of 
die  unprincipled  speculator,  and  those  who  avail 
themselves  of  the  ignoRanoe  and  subsist  upon  the  mis- 
fortunes of  others.  We  have  innumerable  examples 
of  the  truth  of  this  position,  in  the  consequences  that 
resulted  not  only  from  the  various  suspensions  of 
these  acts  which  have  hitherto  taken  place,  but  more 
especially  from  the  adoption  of  the  Fundioff  System. 
It  is  deemed  unnecessary  to  enlarge  upon  tbe  conse- 
quences ;  they  are  too  well  known. 

Although  a  communication  received  from  the 
Treasuiy  at  a  former  session  holds  out  au  opinion 
that  there  are  in  the  possession  of  that  Department 
sufficient  checks  and  guards  to  protect  the  United 
States  from  impoeition  and  fraud  in  the  payment  of 
a  certain  part  of  those  claims,  the  committee  are  dif- 
ferently impressed.  They  have  seen  a  transcript  from 
the  books  of  the  Treasury,  published  to  the  world, 
exhibiting  the  names  of  a  certain  class  of  claim- 
ants ;  and  to  suppose  that  a  facility  of  this  kind,  thus 
offered  to  speculative  artifice  and  management,  would 
not  be  seized  upon  and  used  by  the  speculator  to  im- 
pose upon  Government,  is  to  suppose  a  thing  contrary 
to  all  experience.  The  committee  feel  themselves 
by  no  means  able  to  draw  a  line  of  distinction  bo- 
tween  a  just  claim  liquidated  and  a  just  one  unliqui- 
dated ;  and  to  attempt  the  invidious  task  of  distinc- 
tion in  point  of  merit,  where  there  can  be  no  differ- 
ence, and  to  open  the  statutes  of  limitation  in  order 
to  r«dieve  a  part  or  a  few  favorite  classes  of  claims, 
does  not  comport,  in  the  view  cS  your  committee, 
with  any  principle  of  fairness,  or  with  that  equal 
bystem  of  distributive  justice  which  ought  to  be  dis- 
pensed toward  all.  When  they  take  a  retrospective 
view  of  the  subject,  and  find  that  most  of  those 
statutes  were  first  passed  in  the  times  and  under  the 


patriot  coimsels  of  the  old  Congresi^  and  that  the 
more  general  one  which  took  effect  in  1794  was 
passed  under  the  Administration  of  General  Wuh- 
ington,  who  was  himself  the  chief  of  soldiers  as  he 
was  the  chief  of  their  patrons  and  friends  in  evexj 
station ;  but  he  was  equ^y  the  friend  of  his  oonntiy, 
and  gave  that  act  the  sanction  of  his  name,  as  found- 
ed, at  least,  in  a  policy  of  general  justice  and  right, 
which  the  Government  hi&  been  at  lungth  obliged 
to  reeort  to  and  maintun  in  self-defence ;  that  eveiy 
Congress  since  has  invarial^y  adhered  to  tbe  genertl 
policy  of  those  laws ;  and,  after  the  l^ne  of  so  many 
years,  when  the  difficulty  of  doing  jnstioe  has  ia- 
creased  with  tiie  increase  of  time,  and  when  a  panisi 
repeal  would  but  tend  to  increase  the  discontent  and 
dissatisfaction  of  eveiy  class  of  daimants  whidi  dKwld 
remain  unprovided  for,  the  committee  cannot,  ftam. 
any  view  tiiey  have  been  able  to  take  of  the  soljact, 
recommend  the  repeal  or  suspension  of  any  of  tbon 
statutes.  They  would,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  sub- 
mit the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  it  b  not  expedient  to  repeal  or  ras- 
pend  any  of  the  acts  of  limitation,  whereby  the  afbie- 
said  descriptions  of  claims  are  barred.* 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Mo]!n>AT,  December  28. 
Bulesand  Orden — Premous  Question. 
The  Honse  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe 
nnfinished  business  of  Saturday.    The  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  Nelson  being  again  read, 
as  follows : 

'*  That  when  the  previous  question  is  ordemi  to  be 
taken,  upon  the  main  question  being  put,  every  mem- 
ber, who  has  not  already  spoken,  shall  have  libertv 
to  speak  once :" 

Mr.  QoLD  said  the  amendment  now  offered  to 
the  rules  of  the  House,  secures  to  every  member 
the  right  of  speaking  at  least  onoe  cm  cvefv 
question  before  the  House.  The  liberty  of 
speech,  and  freedom  of  debate^  are  sacred  by  the 
constitution  ;  and  to  refuse  all  debate,  to  deny 
us  the  privilege  of  speaking  at  all^  on  the  most 
important  questions  of  peace  and  war,  is  a  sub- 
version of  the  first  principles  of  the  oonstitntion. 
And  what  Ib  to  justify  thb  measure  of  imposing 
silence  ?  It  is  said,  the  right  of  debate  has  been 
abused.  Let  gentlemen  beware  how,  for  on  oc- 
casional abu$6  of  a  rights  they  take  away--de' 
stray  the  right  itself,  What  right,  in  the  whole 
charter  of  our  rights,  has  not  at  some  time  been 
abused  ?  Man  is  frail,  and  why  should  not,  at 
times  of  public  agitation  and  eoncusBBon  of 
parties,  abuses  arise?  debate  become  angry  and 
be  prolonged  ?  And  for  this,  is  the  principle  to 
be  adopted,  that  the  right  shall  be  torever  sap- 


*  These  aolatary  statates,  indispensable  for  tbe  proteelloa 
of  the  Treasary,  as  time  was  wearing  oat  tbe  erfdeaea 
wUoh  would  detect  fraud,  baTe  since  been  disregarded  br 
modem  Congres8e^  carried  away  by  a  mietaken  idea  ef  jas- 
ticCf  and  tbe  door  opened  to  an  endleas  snoeeeiioB  of  &be 
clalma,  eapported  by  fSftbrlcated  eyidence  wbieb  tben  Is  no 
means  to  rebut,  and  plondaring  tbe  Treasury  Pat  the  benctft 
of  agents  wbo  bave  grown  up  into  a  regular  porafeaiua  fo 
tbe  dlscoreiy,  inrention,  and  prosecution  of  dains. 
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pressed  and  destroyed  f — ^the  princfple  that  ab- 
eolate  silence  shall  be  imposed  on  a  minority  ? 
Sir,  Philip,  the  tyrant  of  Macedon,  disliked  &e 
freedom  of  speech  and  debate  in  Athens :  it  an- 
noyed him;  for  this  canse,  Demosthenes  was 
pursued  to  the  altar,  where  he  expired.  The 
priociple  contended  for  by  the  majority  (sup- 
posed abase)  will  be  found  to  justify  the  most 
odious  usurpations  recorded  in  history  ;  liberty 
Id  abased,  and  chains  are  forged  to  restrain  it. 

Gentlemen  of  the  m^ority  insist,  that  the  rule 
will  not  be  abused ;  that  the  majority  will  not 
execute  the  rule  arbitrarily.  The  amendment, 
now  offered  to  the  rules,  stipulates  only  for  lib- 
erty to  each  member  to  speak  once.  Now,  sir, 
if  this  be  denied,  and  the  rule  is  ever  executed, 
the  abuse  is  inevitable,  it  is  necessarily  involved 
in  the  very  execution  of  the  rule. 

Neither  the  journals  of  our  State  Legislatures 
nor  the  laws  of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain 
afford  examples  for  thus  arbitrarily  proceeding. 
Debate  is  admited  in  the  British  Parliament  on 
the  previous  question ;  our  rules  exclude  it  on 
both  the  previous  and  main  question.  Beside, 
sir,  I  need  only  refer  gentlemen  to  the  manual 
of  parliamentary  law,  from  the  hand  of  the  third 
President  of  the  United  States,  to  show  that  the 
previous  question  was  confined  to  subjects  of 
delicacy,  which  a  due  regard  to  the  interests  of 
the  State  or  its  Government  forbade  to  be  agi- 
tated«  How  much,  sir,  has  this  question  been 
perverted  from  its  proper  province,  to  silence 
all  debate  and  force  the  question,  tiie  passage 
of  the  law  I  Such  measures  are  dangerous  to 
freedom,  and  afford,  in  evil  times,  the  most 
Mai  examples. 

Mr.  Smilds  said  he  was  a  friend  to  freedom  of 
debate,  but  that  there  was  a  difference  between 
this^  and  that  abuse  of  it  when  you  cannot 
get  a  decision  without  an  exertion  of  physical 
strength.  This  has  been  our  case  several  times. 
The  rule  now  proposed  to  be  altered  is  the  old 
rule,  and  is  only  restored.  We  very  well  know, 
that  a  debate  has  been  often  prolonged  merely 
to  prevent  a  deoLsion.  We  have  been  kept  till 
ten  and  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  and  sometimes 
till  daylight.  It  is  an  inconvenience  which  he 
at  his  time  of  life  had  seriously  felt.  There  can 
be  no  evil  from  the  rule  as  now  established. 
The  responsibility  of  the  m^jorit^  is  such  to  the 
people,  that,  if  they  should  abuse  it,  as  the  mi- 
nority have  their  privilege,  the  people  will  cor- 
rect it,  when  the  minority  shall  fairly  state  it  to 
them.  He  said  the  m^ority  were  iJso  respon- 
sible to  the  people  to  transact  the  public  business. 

Mr.  Stantord,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Smilik,  said 
he  did  not  think  it  proper  to  give  this  dispens- 
ing power  to  the  migority,  if  they  by  the  con- 
stitution did  not  possess  it,  as  he  contended 
they  did  not.  He  said  we  have  heard  of  a  sediti&n 
lawy  and  the  rdgn  of  terror.  The  bill,  when 
fbwt  introduced  for  that  law,  went  to  prevent 
freedom  of  speech.  This  rule,  in  his  opinion, 
mach  more  deserved  the  character  of  a  "  Oag- 
law^  than  the  Sedition  law  did. 

Mr.  WmoHT  mentioned  the  great  abuses  of 


this  privilege  of  the  minority  the  last  winter. 
He  said,  if  we  don't  establish  a  written,  decent 
rule,  we  must  have  a  common  law  rule,  such  as 
they  have  in  the  British  House  of  Commons,  to 
shuffl^  and  put  down,  when  the  abuse  of  this 
privilege  becomes  enormous. 

Mr.  QuiNOT. — Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  regard 
this  question  in  the  light  in  which  some  of  its 
advocates,  as  well  as  its  opponents,  have  consid- 
ered it ;  as  a  mere  contest  for  power  between 
the  m^'ority  and  the  minority.  It  is  of  a 
higher  character.  It  affects  the  essential  prin- 
ciples of  civil  liberty,  and  saps  its  hopes  at  its 
very  foundation.  I  rejoice  that  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Nelson)  has  limited  his 
proposition,  so  as  to  preclude  any  mistake  con- 
cerning the  object  of  it.  We  are  not  now  ad- 
vocating an  unrestrained  privilege  of  debate. 
The  inquiry  is,  shall  a  main  question  ever  be 
taken  m  this  deliberative  body,  until  every 
member,  who  has  not  already  spoken,  shall 
have  had  an  opportunity,  if  he  wishes  to  avail 
himself  of  it,  to  speak  at  least  once  upon  the 
question  t  The  ground  taken  by  tl^ose  who  op- 
pose the  proposition,  is  that  of  necessity  and  con- 
venience. These  are  the  very  points,  which, 
in  a  free  country,  ought  most  vigilantly  to  be 
guarded.  For  it  is  here  that  the  spirit  of  des- 
potism always  lies  in  ambush.  Under  the  cover 
of  necessity,  or  convenience,  it  steals  upon  the 
liberties  of  a  people,  and  never  fails,  sooner  or 
later,  to  make  them  its  prey. 

It  is  not  to  be  denied,  that  the  subject  is  in 
some  respects  difficult  to  manage,  with  any  hope 
of  convincing.  There  is  a  state  of  feeling,  both 
within  this  House  and  out  of  it,  very  unpropi- 
tious  to  an  impartial  debate.  In  this  House  it 
is  argued  as  a  question  concerning  who  shall 
have  the  power,  a  mjyority,  or  a  minority.  And 
as  it  is  agreed,  on  all  hands,  that,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  the  power,  abuse  may  happen,  the  pres- 
ent migority,  like  all  other  majorities,  have  a 
prevailing  inclination  to  reserve,  in  their  own  ' 
hands,  the  exclusive  privilege  of  abuse.  And 
without  doors,  the  subject  is  of  less  difficulty. 
For,  of  late  years,  the  popular  ear  has  been  so 
vexed  with  speech  upon  speech,  wind  upon 
wind,  the  public  patience  has  been  so  exhaust- 
ed, in  hunting  up  the  solitary  grain  of  sense, 
hidden  in  the  bushels  of  chaff,  that  it  is  ready  to 
submit  to  any  limitation  of  a  privilege,  which 
subjects  it  to  so  irksome  a' labor.  The  peo- 
ple are  almost  ready  to  exclaim,  "  do  what  you 
will  with  the  liberty  of  speech,  provided  yon 
will  save  us  from  that  freeh  of  words,  with 
which  we  are  periodically  inundated." 

Now,  this  is  the  very  state  of  the  public  mind 
in  which  the  corruption  of  essential  principles 
commences.  Through  apparent  necessity,  or 
temporary  convenience,  or  disgust  at  abuse,  the 
popular  sentiment  is  made  to  acquiesce  in  the 
introduction  of  doctrines  vitally  inconsistent 
with  the  perpetuity  of  liberty. 

I  ask  the  House  to  consider  what  is  that  prin- 
ciple of  civil  liberty,  which  is  amalgamated  and 
identified  with  the  very  existence  of  a  legislative 
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bodj.  In  what  does  it  consist  ?  And  what  is 
its  character  ?  It  consists  in  the  right  of  delib  - 
eration.  And  its  character  is,  that  it  belongs 
not  to  the  body,  bat  the  individual  members 
constituting  the  body.  The  body  has  the  pow- 
er to  control  and  to  regulate  its  exercise.  But 
it  has  not  the  power  to  take  away  that  right 
altogether,  by  the  operation  of  any  general 
principle.  An  individual  member  may  render 
iumself  unworthy  of  the  privilege.  He  may  be 
set  down ;  he  may  be  denied  the  right,  because 
he  has  abused  it  But  whenever  a  legislative 
body  assumes  to  itself  the  power  of  stopping,  at 
its  will,  all  debate,  at  any  stage  of  deliberation, 
it  assumes  a  power  whoUy  inconsistent  with  the 
essential  right  of  deliberation,  and  totally  de- 
structive of  that  principle  of  civil  liberty  which 
exists,  and  is  identified  with  the  exercise  of 
that  right. 

The  right  of  every  individual  member  is,  in 
fact,  the  right  of  his  constituents.  He  is  but 
their  Bepresentative.  It  is  in  their  miyesty, 
that  he  appears.  It  is  their  right  that  he  re- 
flects. The  right  of  being  heard  by  their  Bep- 
resentative is  the  inherent  and  aibsolute  right  of 
the  people.  Now,  it  is  in  the  essential  charac- 
ter of  such  a  right,  that  it  exists,  independent, 
and  in  despite  of  any  man,  or  body  of  men, 
whatsoever.  It  is  absurd  to  say,  that  any  right 
is  independent,  which  depends  upon  the  will  of 
another.  It  is  absurd  to  say,  that  any  right  is 
absolute,  which  is  wholly  relative  to  the  incli- 
nation of  another ;  which  lasts  only  as  long  as 
he  chooses,  and  terminates  at  his  nod.  Now, 
whether  this  power  be  exercised  by  one,  or 
many,  it  matters  not  The  principle  of  civil 
liberty  is  gone,  when  the  inherent  and  absolute 
nature  of  the  right  is  gone. 

Apply  this  reasoning  to  the  case  before  us.  It 
is  impossible  to  conceal  the  fact,  that  as  our 
rules  and  orders  stand,  independent  of  the  pro- 
position now  offered  as  an  amendment,  it  is  in 
the  power  of  a  majority  to  preclude  all  debate, 
upon  any  question,  and  force  every  member  of 
the  House  to  vote,  upon  any  proposition,  with- 
out giving  him  the  opportunity  of  explaining 
his  own  reasons,  or  stating  the  intcrestls  of  his 
constituents.  This  is  undeniable.  Is  it  not, 
then,  plain  and  conclusive,  that,  as  our  rules 
and  orders  now  stand,  according  to  recent  con- 
struction, every  member  of  this  House  holds 
his  right  of  speaking,  not  on  the  principle  of  his 
constituents,  whose  Bepresentative  he  is,  but 
upon  the  will  of  the  majority  of  this  House  ? 
For  that  which  another  may  at  any  time  take 
away  from  me,  I  hold  not  by  my  own  right  but 
At  his  will.  Can  any  thing  be  more  obviously  at 
Variance  with  the  spirit  of  the  constitution  and 
the  first  principles  of  dvil  liberty  ? 

Let  not  any  pian  say  this  power  will  not  be 
abused.  In  the  nature  of  things  it  must  be 
abused.  This  is  the  favorite  argument  of  every 
despotism,  and,  of  course,  wiU  not  fail  to  be 
urged  when  it  is  about  to  plant  itself  in  the 
very  temple  of  liberty. 

I  ha^e  chosen  to  consider  this  'subject  in  re- 


lation to  the  ri^ht  of  the  whole  body,  and  of 
one  of  its  individual  members,  rather  than  to 
that  of  a  msjority  and  minority.  The  right  to 
speak  is  an  individual  right.  Limit  it  as  you 
please,  consistent  with  a  single  exercise  of  that 
right.  But  when  this  is  taken  away,  or,  which 
is  precisely  the  same  thing  so  far  as  it  respects 
the  principle  of  civil  liberty,  when  it  is  in  the 
power  of  one  or  many,  at  its  sovereign  wiJl  and 
pleasure,  to  take  it  away,  there  is  no  longer  any 
right  We  have  our  tenure  of  speech  as  the 
slave  has  his — ^at  the  will  of  a  master. 

But  it  is  said  that  the  Legislature  must  some- 
times "  act,"  and  that  individuals,  by  an  abuse 
of  this  liberty  of  speech,  prevent  the  whole  body 
from  ^*  acting."  All  I  say  is,  limit  the  exercise 
of  the  right  as  yon  please,  only  do  not  assume 
to  yourselves  tiie  poww  of  taking  away  the 
whole  right  at  your  pleasure. 

It  is  in  this  doctrine,  of  "the  necesdty  of  act- 
ing," that  lies  the  whole  mystery  of  that  error 
which  we  are  now  combating.  Strictly  ^>eak- 
ing,  a  Legislative  body  never  "  acts."  Its  prov- 
ince is  to  deliberate  and  decide.  ^  Action**  is, 
alone,  correctly  attribu^ble  to  the  Executive. 
And  it  will  be  found,  that  all  the  cases  in  which 
this  necessity  of  **  action"  has  been  urged,  have 
been  cases  in  which  the  Legislative  body  hss 
departed  from  its  appropriate  duties  of  deliben- 
tion  and  decision,  and  descended  to  be  an  in* 
strument,  or  engine,  of  the  Executive.  I  hesi- 
tate not  to  say,  tiiat  this  position  may  be  proved 
by  almost  every  instance  in  which  this  necessity 
of  action  has  been  urged.  It  was  an  Executive 
haste  to  its  own  purposes,  which  prevailed  upon 
the  Legislative  body  to  deny,  to  ita  own  mtm- 
bers,  their  privileges. 

It  haa  been  asserted,  that  '^  if  this  amendment 
passes,  this  will  be  the  only  deliberative  body 
in  the  world  which  cannot  stop  debate."  On 
the  other  hand  I  assert,  that  if  this  amendment 
does  not  pass,  this  will  be  the  only  deliberative 
body  in  the  world,  pretending  to  be  free,  in 
which  it  is  in  tbe  power  of  a  minority  to  force  a 
decision,  without  any  deliberation.  It  is  not 
true  that,  in  the  British  Parliament,  the  pre- 
vious question  stops  debate  and  forces  deciaon 
on  the  main  question  without  ddiberation.  The 
previous  question  there^  if  decided  in  the 
negative,  suppresses  debate,  by  postponing  the 
main  question.  And  until  1807,  the  practice 
and  rules  of  this  House  permitted  debate  of  the 
main  question,  after  an  affirmative  dedaon  of  a 
previous  question.  Whoever  undertakes  to  ex- 
amine the  subject  will  find  it  as  I  have  stated. 

It  is  not  true,  that  this  power  ever  was,  or 
ever  can  be  iieceeeary^  in  a  Legisktire  body.  In 
ever  case  in  which  the  previous  question,  ac- 
cording to  recent  construction,  has  been  preisaed 
upon  the  House,  it  will  be  found  that  there  wis 
no  National  or  State  necessity  for  an  immediate 
decision.  That  is  to  say,  in  every  instance  it 
will  be  found,  that  it  was  of  no  sort  of  publie 
importance  whether  the  main  question  were 
taken  on  this  day,  on  the  next,  or  on  a  third 
day.    Always  the  question  might  have  been 
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taken  in  a  reasonable  time ;  and  every  individ- 
nal  member,  who  chose  to  speak,  might  have 
had  the  privilege,  if  he  pleased,  of  speaking,  at 
least  once.  As  far  as  I  observed,  all  these  pre- 
tences of  necessity  have  been  easily  resolvable 
into  party  cnnning.  The  subject  was  one  difUcnlt 
to  maintain.  It  had  popular  bearings,  which  it 
snited  not  the  pleasure  of  the  migority  to  have 
investigated.  They  pressed  the  minority  to  in- 
stant decision,  by  refusing  acyournment  And 
as  it  happens  in  all  such  oases,  re-action  is  equal 
to  action.  The  miuority  were  put  upon  their 
mettle,  and  they  put  to  trial  the  mettle  of  the 
majority. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  this  power  may 
be  sometimes  convenient.  And  this  is  the 
whole  strength  of  the  argument  of  those  who 
oppose  this  proposition.  The  weak  and  aged 
members  of  the  minority  have  been  kept  all 
night  from  their  slumbers,  by  a  hale  and 
sturdy  minority  ;  which  slumbers  they  might, 
by  the  way,  at  any  moment  have  enjoyed,  if 
that  very  m^ority  had  yielded  the  point  of  ad- 
journment. And  is  this  reason  of  convenience 
sufficient,  in  the  estimation  of  this  House,  to 
justify  it,  in  depriving  this  people,  in  the  per- 
son of  their  Representatives,  of  the  essential 
right  of  speaking  upon  this  floor?  Is  this  a 
justification  for  such  an  atrocious  and  exorbitant 
grasp  at  power?  Our  patriotism,  nowadays, 
can  submit  to  no  sacrifices.  We  are  not  con- 
tent with  sleeping,  if  we  please,  every  day  in 
our  seats,  unless  we  can  sleep  also  every  night 
of  Uie  session  in  our  feather  beds.  And  these 
feather-bed  patriots^  as  I  understand,  are  all 
agog  for  a  march  into  Oanada ;  and,  if  we  be- 
lieve them,  are  desirous  of  nothing  so  much  as 
showing  how  those  can  meet  privation  and 
watchfulness  in  the  field,  who  think  of  nothing 
but  comfort  and  sleep  upon  this  floor. 

I  know  there  is  another  argument  urged  in 
&vor  of  the  assumption  of  this  power  by  the 
majority,  and  that  is,  the  haste  and  clatter 
wmch  always  attend  the  end  of  a  session.  Let 
our  session  be  long  or  short,  the  event  is,  in  this 
respect,  always  nearly  the  same.  What  with 
speeches  and  postponements,  and  laying  down 
one  piece  of  business  half  finisned,  and  taking  up 
another,  the  latter  end  of  a  session  is  a  political 
chaos.  The  work  of  this  and  the  other  House, 
and  that  of  the  Palace  into  the  bargain,  is  in 
fact  sometimes  to  be  washed  up,  in  a  night — 
and  the  members  of  all  branches  are  knee-deep 
and  shoulder-deep  in  the  suds.  Now,  this 
shows  the  necessity,  not  of  this  unlimited  pow- 
er of  the  previous  question,  but  of  conducting 
poblic  business  with  more  prospective  intelli- 
gence. The  House  is  just  like  all  other  spend- 
thrifts. It  first  wastes  what  is  its  own,  and  then 
seeks  how  it  may  make  up  its  deficiency  out  of 
the  property  of  other  people.  We  pillage  the 
public  liberty,  in  order  to  compensate  for  legis- 
lative negligence. 

I  have  often  been  puzzled  to  imagine  a  neces- 
sity, which  could  even  apologize  for  such  an  as- 
somption  of  power  as  the  minority,  by  this  new 


oonstruction  of  the  previous  (mestion,  are  at- 
tempting ;  and,  until  lately,  I  did  not  believe 
that  it  could  possibly  exist.  The  only  case,  in 
which  there  seemed  to  me  to  be  an  apology  for 
resorting  to  it,  was,  the  other  day^  when  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Tboup)  threatened 
to  call  the  previous  question  upon  the  minority 
themselves.  I  admired  both  his  manner  and 
the  occasion  cm  which  he  introduced  that  idea. 
And  really  there  was  something  like  a  neces- 
sity. If  I  understood  the  view  of  that  honor- 
able gentieman,  it  was,  that  he  thought  there 
was  not  fighting  matter  to  spare  in  the  stomachs 
of  the  majority ;  and  he  threatened  them  with 
the  previous  question,  lest,  peradventure,  the 
whole  war  spirit  should  ooze  away  through  the 
mouth.  In  this  there  was  both  discretion  and 
patriotism. 

Mr.  Bbighah  said,  that  although  he  was  for- 
ward in  life,  he  was  but  of  yesterday  of  this 
House,  and  that  the  rules  and  orders  were  not 
familiar  with  him.  But  he  exceedingly  regret- 
ted that  this  House,  in  their  w^oudl  ever  found 
it  expedient  or  proper  to  adopt  a  rule  to  deprive 
a  minority,  or  an  individual  member  of  this 
House,  of  the  freedom  of  debate,  the  freedom  of 
speech,  a  privilege  so  much  boasted  of  in  this 
land  of  liberty.  He  observed  that  he  had  his 
rights  in  common  with  the  other  members  of 
the  House,  and  that  he  had  his  duties  to  per- 
form. He  was  not  ambitious  to  become  a  pub- 
lic speaker,  nor  would  he  say  that  he  supposed 
he  could  speak  to  the  edification  or  satisfacticm 
of  the  House.  But  should  he,  on  great  ques- 
tions, be  denied  the  privilege  of  spe^ng  ?  Sup- 
pose the  question  of  peace  or  war  should  assume 
the  aspect  of  solemnity,  and  it  should  become 
necessary  and  important  that  this  House  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  and 
disposition  of  the  citizens  of  the  several  sections 
of  the  country — and  suppose  a  member  who  is 
not  much  accustomed  to  speaking,  silently  sits 
until  those  gentiemen  who  are  in  the  habit,  and 
are  fond  of  speaking,  shall  have  exhausted  them- 
selves in  debate— shall  he,  in  that  case,  be  denied 
the  right  of  speaking — shall  he  be  deprived  of 
his  constitutional  privileges  and  his  constituents 
of  the  right  of  representation  on  the  fioor  of  this 
House? 

He  said  that  he  was  bound  by  the  oath  of  God 
to  support  the  constitution,  and  to  promote 
the  welfare  of  his  country  ;  but,  if  his  mouth 
is  stopped,  how  can  he  execute  his  trust  or  per- 
form his  vows?  For  this  House  by  a  rule  to 
interdict  the  freedom  of  speech,  is  an  assmnp- 
tion  of  power,  and  a  violation  of  right.  He 
hoped,  that  the  rule  under  consideration  would 
be  modified,  and  that  the  proposed  amendment 
would  be  adopted.  He  wished  tiiat  each  indi- 
vidual member  might  be  permitted  to  exercise 
his  right  of  speaking  to  any  question  before  the 
House,  at  least  once,  if  he  chooses. 

Mr.  Nblson  spoke  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 
He  said  he  had  no  hesitation  in  declaring,  that 
whenever  right  and  expediency  shall  come  in 
competition,  that  he  should  prefer  right.    He 
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remarked,  that  the  oonstitotion  secured  the 
freedom  of  speech  to  the  citizen.  And  are  we, 
he  asked,  to  be  deprived  of  it  when  we  come 
to  this  House — ^when  we  enter  this  temple  of 
liberty  ?  The  attempt  is  not  to  suspend  merely, 
but  to  destroy  this  right,  and  because  we  have 
experienced  some  inconvenience  from  this  ex- 
ercise. He  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Quinot,)  that  if  the  House 
would  do  their  duty,  and  get  the  business  along 
in  the  early  part  of  the  session,  we  should  never 
be  in  the  dilemma  the  House  were  in,  the  last 
session  of  Oongress ;  and  that  an  inconvenience 
was  a  very  poor  reason  for  destroying  this  right 
of  oflfering  our  sentiments.  He  would  rather 
recommend  the  turning  out  of  doors  a  member 
who  should  become  troublesome  in  speaking  too 
long,  than  to  sn£fer  him  to  stay  in  the  House 
and  prevent  lus  uttering  his  sentiments.  Even 
expulsion  would  not  be  a  greater  infringement 
of  his  right  The  right  of  the  people  is  the 
right  of  their  Representatives  to  speak,  delib- 
erate, and  decide.  As  to  the  plea  of  necessity, 
he  protested  against  it  as  tiie  plea  of  tyrants. 

Mr.  Alston,  of  North  Carolina,  expressed  his 
astonishment,  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Nelson)  had  assumed  the  ground  he  had. 
He  said,  there  were  two  parties  in  this  House: 
and  asked,  is  it  ever  known  how  a  question  will 
be  decided,  until  it  is  taken  ? 

Mr.  Bassett  said,  if  a  stranger  was  present, 
and  should  hear  this  debate,  he  would  suppose 
that  the  question  was  now  for  the  first  time 
brought  forward  for  the  establishment  of  the 
rule,  against  which  so  much  had  been  said, 
when  it  is  well  known  that  it  has  always  been 
the  practice. 

Mr.  Pitkin  said,  the  amendment  now  under 
consideration  was  proposed  in  consequence  of  a 
decision  of  the  House,  at  the  dose  of  the  last 
session,  that  when  the  previous  question  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  there  cc^il J  be  no 
debate  on  the  main  question ;  the  amendment, 
if  adopted,  allows  a  member,  who  has  not  pre- 
viously spoken,  to  speak  at  least  once  on  the 
main  question,  before  he  is  called  upon  to  ^ve 
his  vote  upon  it. 

The  principle  adopted  by  the  nuyority,  during 
the  last  days  of  the  last  session,  and  now  sup- 
ported in  the  House,  is  this,  that  a  minority, 
who  may  happen  tq  be  present,  at  any  time, 
have  it  in  their  power,  by  means  of  a  previous 
question,  as  it  is  called,  to  prevent  all  debate  on 
every  question  before  the  House,  however  im- 
portant it  may  be ;  to  seal  up  the  lips  of  every 
member,  and  compel  him  to  vote  upon  the 
question  without  an  opportunity  of  expressing 
his  sentiments  upon  it,  or  explaining  the  reasons 
of  his  vote.  This,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  a  principle  to 
which  I  never  ha/ce^  and  to  which  I  never  idUI 
give  my  assent.  What,  sir,  let  me  ask,  and 
where  is  the  rule  under  which  the  minority 
daim  to  exercise  this  enormous  power — the 
power  of  imposing  silence  upon  any  member,  on 
this  floor  ? 

The  rule,  under  which  this  power  is  daimed. 


is  In  the  following  words :  **  The  pretitnu  ques- 
tion shall  be  in  this  form :  Shall  the  main  ques- 
tion be  now  put?^'  It  shall  only  be  admitted 
when  demanded  by  five  members;  and,  until  it 
is  decided,  shall  preclude  all  amendm^t  and 
further  debate  of  the  main  question,  and  that 
'*  on  a  previous  question  there  shall  be  no  de- 
bate.^' hj  a  new  construction,  which  a  m^ority 
of  the  House  thought  proper  to  give  to  this  rule, 
at  the  close  of  the  last  session,  all  debate  may 
be  prohibited  on  any  question ;  for  five  mem- 
bers alone  can  demand  the  previous  questioo, 
and  then,  of  course,  all  debate  must  cease,  onti) 
a  decision  be  had  on  that  question,  and  if  the 

Erevious  question  be  decided  in  the  affirmatiTe, 
y  this  new  construction  of  the  rule,  there  can 
be  no  debate  or  amendment  of  the  main  ques- 
tion. Thus,  sir,  imless  the  amendment  now 
proposed  be  adopted,  if  a  proposition  for  a  de- 
claration of  war  against  Great  Britain,  or  aoy 
other  nation,  should  be  laid  upon  your  table  to- 
morrow, it  will  be  in  the  power  of  a  migoritj 
of  the  House,  and  that  majority  may  condst  ^ 
less  than  forty  members,  to  impose  silence  upon 
every  member  of  this  House ;  and  we  most  be 
compelled  to  vote  on  a  proposition  so  iuterest- 
ing  to  the  prosperity,  happiness,  and  perha;« 
the  final  destimr  of  this  country,  without  the 
poor  privilege  (if  we  might  choose  so  to  do)  (^ 
raising  our  voices  against  it  But,  sir,  the  op- 
ponents of  the  amendment  say,  that  the  con- 
struction given  to  the  rule  the  last  ses»0D,  vs» 
in  conformity  with  the  universal  practice  of  the 
House,  from  the  establishment  of  the  GoTero- 
ment,  except  in  two  or  three  instances. 

I  deny,  sir,  that  this  has  been  the  prsctice; 
and  I  believe  I  may  venture  to  assert,  without 
fear  of  contradiction,  thai  no  such  power  has 
ever  been  exercised  over  the  members  of  thb 
House,  since  its  organization,  until  the  last  ses- 
sion. I  have,  sir,  examined  the  journals,  with 
some  attention,  and  have  not  been  able  to  find 
a  solitary  instance  of  the  kind.  On  the  contraiy, 
many  oases  are  to  be  found  when  the  previous 
question  has  been  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
and  that,  immediately  after  the  main  qQestion 
has  not  only  been  amended  but  has  been  adaUd. 
And  here,  sir.  permit  me  to  observe,  tl^  the 
rule  itself,  witn  respect  to  the  previous  question, 
was  adopted  the  first  session  of  the  First  Con- 
gress, and  has  ever  since  remained  predsdj  in 
the  same  form ;  and  no  construction  was  ever 
given  to  it,  so  as  to  prevent  debate  on  the  main 
question,  until  the  last  session. 

Permit  me  to  refer  the  House  to  the  Joaraal 
of  the  first  session  of  the  Third  Congress,  for 
the  proof  of  what  I  have  stated.  During  thia 
session,  the  difficulties  then  subsisting  between 
this  country  and  Great  Britain,  became  the  sub- 
ject of  dLsoussion,  and  a  proposition  for  prohib- 
iting all  intercourse  with  Great  Britain,  in  case 
justice  was  not  done  us,  was  then  submitted  to 
the  House,  and  the  previous  question  was  called 
upon  it,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  after 
which  liie  subject  was  not  only  postponed,  but, 
as  appears  by  the  Journid,  was  both  or  " ^ 
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and  debated.  It  appears  also  from  the  Joamal 
ia  1795,  that  a  proposition  was  amended  after 
an  affirmative  decision  of  the  previous  question. 
In  the  year  1798,  when  a  resolution  was  before 
the  House  for  publishing  the  instructions  to,  and 
the  despatches  from  our  Ministers  to  the  French 
Republic,  the  previous  question  was  moved  and 
determined  in  the  affirmative ;  and  it  appears 
by  the  Journal  that  immediately  after  such  de- 
cision, on  the  same  day,  debate  was  had  on  the 
main  question. 

But,  sir,  to  come  to  our  own  times :  on  the 
15tb  of  December,  1807,  a  construction  was 
given  to  the  rule,  aifter  mature  deliberation,  by 
a  large  minority  of  the  House,  that  the  main 
question  might  be  debated,  after  an  affirmative 
decision  of  the  previous  question.  This  was 
done  on  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
Speaker,  '^that  after  the  previous  question  is 
called  for  and  determined  in  the  affinnative,  it 
precludes  all  debate  on  the  main  question." 
The  House  reversed  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
by  103  to  14.  A  similar  decision  took  place  on 
the  2d  of  December,  1803,  in  the  House — 101 
to  18.  And,  sir,  I  have  been  unable  to  find  a 
single  decision  of  the  House  to  the  contrary, 
from  the  first  organization  of  the  Government 
until  the  close  of  the  last  session.  Indeed,  sir, 
the  words  of  the  rule  itself,  show  that  the  con- 
struction, which  had  so  long  prevailed,  was  the 
only  true  construction  which  could  be  given  to 
it  The  words  are,  and  until  it  (viz :  the  pre- 
vious question)  is  decided,  *^  shall  preclude  aJl 
amendment  and  further  debate  on  the  main 
question."  By  which  it  is  evident,  that  amend- 
ment and  debate  of  the  main  question  is  only 
preelttded,  until  the  previous  question  is  decided, 
but  that  after  such  decision,  it  was  not  precluded. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Gold,) 
and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Nelson,) 
have  truly  stated  that  the  previous  question  was 
taken  from  the  rules  of  the  British  Parliament, 
and  they  have  likewise  stated  the  reason  of  its 
introduction  into  that  body.  It  was,  sir,  to 
prevent  debate  in  the  House  of  Commons  upon 
questions  of  a  delieate  nature  with  respect  to 
high  personages,  &c.  Yes,  sir,  it  was  introduced 
there  to  enable  the  Ministry  to  prevent  the 
Commons  f^om  opening  their  lips  on  subjects 
relating  to  the  Royal  Family  and  the  great  men 
of  the  realm.  But,  sir,  we  have  gone  further 
than  the  Ministry  and  their  majorities,  despotic 
and  tyrannical  as  they  have  been,  have  ever 
dared  to  go  in  Parliament.  For  even  there 
members  are  now,  and  always  have  been,  permit- 
ted to  debate  on  the  previous  question ;  but  which 
members  on  this  floor  are  not  now  permitted 
to  do.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  nature  of  our  Govern- 
ment forbids  that  the  majority  should  haye  the 
power  to  prohibit  all  debate  on  questions  which 
may  come  before  this  House.  We  have  not,  as 
yet,  I  trust,  any  high  personages  in  this  country 
about  whom  it  would  be  indelicate  or  improper 
for  the  members  on  this  floor  to  speak ;  and  let 
me  ask  what  subject  of  national  importance  can 
be  proposed  for  adoption,  on  which  a  member 


should  be  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  speaking 
at  least  once  before  he  gives  his  vote  ?  Nay, 
sir,  let  me  ask  gentlemen  whether  this  House 
has  a  right  to  compel  me,  or  any  other  member, 
to  vote  on  any  question,  without  giving  me  an 
opportunity  of  explaining  my  reason  for  that 
vote.  I  deny,  sir,  that  they  have  this  right ;  as 
a  member  of  this  body,  I  claim  the  privile^  of 
delivering  my  sentiments,  or  what  I  may  consid- 
er the  sentiments  of  my  constituents,  on  any  sub- 
ject, before  I  give  my  vote  upon  it.  I  claim  it 
not,  sir,  for  mvself  personally,  but  I  claim  it  in 
the  capacity  of  a  Representative  of  a  free  people, 
sent  here,  not  like  a  member  of  the  French 
Oouncil  of  Five  Hundred,  for  the  purpose  of 
voting  merely,  but  for  the  purpose  of  delib- 
erating on  subjects  of  high  concern  to  their  peace, 
their  prosperity,  their  happiness.  For  what, 
sir,  are  we  assembled  here  under  a  constitution 
the  purest  in  the  world  ?  Is  it  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  promoting  "the  general  welfare"  ol 
the  nation  which  we  represent?  And  howls 
this  to  be  done,  except  by  a  free  communica- 
tion of  our  sentiments  to  each  other,  on  the  va- 
rious plans  which  may  be  proposed  for  that 
object?  The  peace,  the  honor,  and  interest  of 
this  country  is  confided  to  our  care,  and  while 
we  are  here  deliberating  on  the  best  means  of 
preserving  the  one  or  securing  and  promoting 
the  other,  the  constitution  has  very  wisely 
thrown  around  us  a  shield  of  complete  indem- 
nity— "  for  any  speech  or  debate  in  this  House," 
we  are  "not  to  be  questioned  in  any  other 
place."  Will  then  the  majority  claim  the  right 
of  depriving  a  member  of  this  privilege  of  speech, 
a  privilege  not  only  thus  secured  to  him  by  the 
constitution  itself,  but  for  the  due  exercise  of 
which  he  is  not  to  be  questioned  elsewhere  ? 
But,  sir,  those  who  oppose  the  amendment  say 
that  the  construction  is  founded  in  necessity ; 
that  individual  members  have  abused  the  privi- 
lege of  speech ;  that  they  have  heretofore,  and 
probably  will  again,  make  long  speeches  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  delay,  and  of  embarrassing 
the  proceedings  of  the  House ;  and  that  there- 
fore the  minority  must  have  it  in  their  power  to 
stop  debate,  whenever  they  think  proper,  and 
that  this  power  will  always  be  exercised  with  a 
sound  discretion. 

I  deny,  sir,  that  any  such  necessity  exists ;  it 
is  a  plea  easily  made,  but  generally  difficult  and 
in  this  case  impossible  to  be  supported.  Why 
has  it  so  happened  that  this  necessity  has  never 
existed  until  the  last  session  of  Congress  ?  Was 
it  then  for  the  first  time,  that  a  division  of  senti- 
ment appeared  on  this  fioor  ?  were  parties  never 
before  heard  of  in  this  country  ?  Were  not  par- 
ties arrayed  against  each  other  in  1796  on  the 
subject  of  the  British  Treaty,  and  in  l798-'9,  on 
the  question  of  a  war  with  France  ?  Were  not 
the  disputes  in  this  House,  in  those  times,  as 
long  and  as  bitter  as  they  have  ever  been  since? 
Those  were  times,  which  have  been  so  often 
quoted  in  this  House  as  hard,  and  unconstitu- 
tional ;  times  when  the  reign  of  terror  prevail* 
ed,  when  corrupt  minorities,  as  has  been  often 
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said  on  this  floor,  passed  alien  and  sedition  laws. 
And,  yet,  sir,  with  all  the  political  sins  which 
have  been  heaped  npon  those  majorities,  the  sin 
of  having  taken  away  the  privilege  of  speech  on 
this  floor  never  has  been,  and  as  I  have  proved 
from  the  jonmals,  never  can  be  laid  to  their 
charge.  This  House,  by  the  constitntion,  has 
the  power  to  "  determine  the  rules  of  its  pro- 
ceedings ;^*  and  in  making  those  rules,  it  has  the 
right  of  regulating,  but  not  of  entirely  prevent- 
ing debate. 

It  would  indeed  be  a  strange  anomaly  in  poli- 
tics, as  well  as  in  law,  that  under  a  general  power 
of  making  rules  of  proceeding,  we  should  make 
a  rule  to  prevent  all  proceedings  whatever, 
(jentlemen  may  as  well  assume  the  power  of 

Sreventing  a  member  from  votiug,  as  they  now 
0  that  of  preventing  him  from  speaking.  I  am 
willing  to  agree,  sir,  that  the  privilege  of  debate, 
on  this  floor,  may  have  been  and  will  again  be 
abused;  that  on  particular  subjects  individual 
members  have  spoken  much  longer  than  was 
necessiCry,  and  I  may  add,  also,  with  much  less 
sense  than  a  mi^jority  might  have  wished ;  and 
in  some  instances  they  may  have  prolonged  their 
speeches,  merel  y  for  ue  purposes  of  delay.  But, 
sir,  will  you  deprive  a  member  of  the  right  of 
speaking  at  all,  because  he  is  unable  to  convey 
his  ideas  in  few  words,  or  because  he  may  have 
very  few  or  no  ideas  to  convey?  Or  because 
some  may  have  spoken  merely  to  delay  the  pro- 
ceedings of  tlie  House,  will  you  make  a  general 
rule,  by  which  a  member  may  be  wholly  de- 
prived of  the  right  of  speaking  ?  If  indeed,  sir, 
evils  do  arise  in  consequence  of  the  liberty  of 
speech  in  this  house,  if  the  buuness  of  the  na- 
tion does  not  progress  with  as  much  rapidity  as 
in  countries  under  the  con^ol  of  an  individual ; 
they  are  evils  which  flow  from  the  very  nature 
of  our  Government,  from  that  freedom  which 
we  so  highly  prize,  and  from  that  very  constitu- 
tion which  we  have  sworn  to  support.  So  long 
as  we  are  men  we  shall  be  imperfect,  we  shaU 
bring  with  us  on  this  floor  dinerent  views,  dif- 
ferent ideas  on  political  as  well  as  on  other  sub- 
jects ;  and  it  would  be  strange  indeed  11  on  the 
various  topics  of  national  importance  brought 
before  us  for  discussion,  we  should  not  at  times 
come  into  strong  collision  with  each  other. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative — ^yeas  86,  nays  76. 

Mr.  Stanford  moved  to  amend  the  rules  by 
adding  to  the  end  of  the  paragraph  relating  to 
priority  of  business,  the  words  "but  no  question 
of  consideration  shall  be  required  upon  an  origi- 
nal motion ;"  which  was  also  determined  in  the 
negative-— yeas  80,  nays  68. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wiixiahs  the  said  rules 
were  amended  by  striking  out  the  word  ^  flve," 
in  the  paragraph  prescribing  the  manner  in  which 
the  previous  question  shall  be  taken,  and  insert- 
ing the  words  "  one-flfth  of  the." 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  concur  in  the 
said  rules  as  amended,  and  determined  in  the 
afl&rmative.* 


Fbidat,  December  27. 
Mr.  NxLsoir  presented  a  petition  of  sundiy  in- 
habitants of  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  pnjiiig 
that  the  second  grade  of  Territorial  goverameot 
may  be  extended  to  the  inhabitants  of  said  Ter- 
ritory. 


Mo]n>A.T,  December  80. 
Barnmg  qf  the  Biehnumd  Theatre, 

Soon  after  the  Journal  was  read, 

Mr.  Dawson  rose  and  addressed  the  char. 
The  lowness  of  his  voice,  owing  to  recent  in- 
disposition prevented  his  being  heard  distinct- 
ly ;  but  his  observations  were  nearly  asfoUow«: 

Mr,  Speaker — Virginia,  my  parent  State,  has 
long  to  mourn  the  loss  of  some  of  her  most  vala- 
able  sons  and  estimable  daughters,  who  on  the 
night  of  the  26th  of  the  present  month,  met 
their  untimely  end.* 

Among  those  who  perished  in  the  flames,  in 
the  metropolis  of  that  State,  on  that  aad  ni^t, 
were  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  SUte,aDdi 
gentlemanf  well  known  to  many  of  us,  and  who, 
for  years,  held  an  honorable  station  in  this 
House.  Some  of  the  most  valuable  and  promi- 
nent characters  in  their  professions,  and  othen 
who  promised  ere  long  to  be  ornaments  to  their 
country.  With  these,  sur,  was  the  rising  off- 
springf  of  one  of  our  present  most  valoable 
members,  and  many  other  amiable  and  viitnons 
women  who  adorned  and  improved  society. 

These,  sir,  with  many  others,  have  faDen  ric- 
tims  to  that  unrelenting  element,  notwithstand- 
ing the  bold  and  generous  eflTorts  which  were 
made  to  save  them. 

Their  ashes  are  now  minded  with  the  dost, 
and  their  spirits  have  ascended  to  Heaven. 

It  is  to  us  a  great  national  calamity. 

I  well  know,  that  on  such  occasions  grieC  al- 
though keen,  is  unavailing — that  the  decrees  of 
fate  are  irrevocable  and  ought  to  be  submitted 
to  with  humility.  In  order,  however,  to  testi- 
fy the  respect  and  sorrow  which  this  nation 
feels  for  the  deceased,  and  to  prove  that  we 
sympathize  with  the  aflUcted,  without  farther 


•  Th«  wlldett  suppodtion  of  the  aboM  of  tUs  qaestton,  in- 


dnlged  in  hj  its  opponents  in  this  deVete,  fiOIi  ahert  d  tke 
leelity  whldi  h«s  since  ooooned,  and  is  eonttnnallj  oeenxtaft 
in  the  House  of  Bepreeentattves;  for  the  Sente  has,  tkoi, 
saooeeded  in  keeping  this  gag  oat  of  that  bo^.  btheethsr 
branch,  the  preTioos  qaestion  has  become  the  ngslar  caglas 
of  legislation,  and  is  oonstanUy  nsed  by  pwty  n^orltie^  set 
only  to  preyent  discnssion  on  the  most  important  neasoit^ 
bat  to  preyent  things  from  being  said  which  the  Hense  sad 
the  coantry  oaght  to  know ;  and  which,  being  aUd,  might  U 
Ihtal  to  the  measare,  or  Its  aathora.  The  only  safc  way  of 
terminating  aseleas  debate  is  that  IbUowed  in  the  Brittoh 
Hoase  of  Commons.  It  permits  all  that  is  nseltal.  and  «ii>- 
presses  all  that  Is  annoying.  The  plainest  spesker  is  heart 
while  he  gires  infonnatlon:  the  best  is  sneoeed  when  hs 
ceases  to  inform,  and  begins  to  annoy.  The  Iiwgnlar  powB 
of  the  Hoose,  exerted  in  conning  and  scraping,  wffl  pnt  sn 
end  to  the  hanngoe  of  the  most  wUlU  qteakar. 

*  At  the  bnniing  of  the  Theatre  at  Richmond. 

tMr.Tenablcw      J  Mr.  IL  Clay^  dan^tse. 
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£oUle  Iff  Tippectmoi, 


[H.  OF  B. 


oomment  on  this  painfal  snbjeot,  I  beg  leave  to 
offer  the  following  resolation : 

JUmtlved,  That  the  memben  of  this  Hoiue  win 
wear  crape  on  the  left  ann  for  one  month,  in  testi- 
mony of  the  respeot  and  sorrow  which  they  feel  for 
those  unfortunate  persons  who  perished  in  the  fire  in 
the  city  of  Richmond,  in  Yiiginia,  on  the  night  dfthe 
26th  of  the  present  month. 

This  resolation  was  nnanimonfily  adopted. 


TuBSDAT,  January  7, 1812. 
Statute  of  LimitatwM, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gholbok,  the  House  resolv- 
ed itself  into  a  committee^  on  a  report  of  tlie 
Committee  of  Olaims  on  the  subject  of  except- 
ing certain  claims  from  the  act  of  limitations. 
The  renort  of  the  committee  being  read,  which 
condaded  with  a  resolve  that  it  is  inexpedient 
to  open  the  act  of  limitations  for  the  claims  in 
question : 

Mr.  Gholson  hoped  the  committee  would  not 
agree  to  this  report  Information  had  been  re- 
ceived from  the  Treasury  Department,  stating 
in  a  distinct  and  unequivocal  manner,  that  afi 
this  description  of  claims  (which  were  all  liqui- 
dated claims,  such  as  indents  of  interest,  certifi- 
cateS)  &c.,)  might  be  allowed  by  the  Govern- 
ment, without  danger  of  fraud  or  imposition ; 
and,  said  Mr.  G.,  if  justice  can  be  extended  to 
this  description  of  claimants,  without  danger, 
why  should  it  be  deferred?  Only  one  solitary 
reason  had  been  offered — that  the  persons  real- 
ly entitled  to  these  claims  upon  Government 
might  not  get  the  money.  He  hoped  this  would 
not  be  sufficient  to  prevent  Gougress  from  do- 
ing what  was  Inst  on  the  occasion. 

3Ix.  Olat  (the  Speaker)  hoped  the  commit- 
tee would  disagree  to  this  resolution.  It  ap- 
pears that  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  are  of 
opinion  that  provision  may  be  made  for  this 
description  ox  claims  without  that  danger  of 
fraud,  which  might  possibly  arise  from  a  total 
repeal  of  the  statute  of  limitations ;  that  their 
whole  amount  does  not  exceed  $300,000,  and 
the  probability  is,  that  one-fifth  will  never  be 
applied  for,  should  they  be  authorized  to  be 
paid.  What,  said  Mr.  0.,  is  this  statute  of 
liniitations,  which,  whenever  mentioned  in  this 
House,  seems  to  make  everybody  tremble  ?  It 
is  a  general  rule  prescribed  by  the  Government 
for  the  direction  of  its  accounting  officers  in 
order  to  exclude  ui^ust  claims.  What  are 
statutes  of  limitation  as  applicable  to  individual 
cases  ?  *  A  rule  imder  which  individuals  claim 
protection  whenever  they  choose  to  do  so,  and 
when,  from  the  lapse  of  time,  or  loss  of  evi- 
dence, they  would  be  iniured,  were  they  not  to 
take  this  advantage.  But  in  these  statutes  of 
limitation  there  are  always  exceptions  in  favor 
of  cases  of  disability,  infancy,  coverture,  insani- 
ty, absence  beyond  sea,  &c.  But  what  is  the 
coarse  which  an  individual  would  take  who 
foond  himself  protected  by  a  statute  of  limita- 
tion? He  would  examine  the  justice  of  the 
claim  brought  against  him;  if  the  daim  Were 


just,  if  he  had  been  deprived  of  no  evidence  by 
the  delay,  if  as  able  to  pay  it  as  if  it  had  been 
presented  at  an  earlier  day,  he  will  not  hesitate 
to  discharge  the  daim,  and  scorn  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  statute.  And,  said  Mr.  0.,  shall  the 
Government  be  less  willing  to  discharge  its 
just  debts  than  an  honest  individual  ?  Shall  we 
turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  claims  of  individuals  upon 
Government  because  of  this  statute  ?  He  trust- 
ed not.  The  Committee  of  Claims  ought  to  ex- 
amine the  merit  of  every  claim  which  comes 
before  it,  and  if  it  be  lust,  decide  in  its  favor. 
But  what,  said  Mr.  0.,  has  been  the  history  of 
claims  for  four  or  five  years  past  t  When  a  sol- 
itary daim  was  presented  the  House  would  say, 
we  cannot  legislate  upon  individual  cases.  They 
occupy  too  much  of  our  time.  The  claim  is  put 
aside.  The  same  individual  some  time  after, 
appears  in  company  with  others.  We  then  say 
there  are  too  many  of  these  claims — ^their  amount 
is  too  large,  and  the  Treasury  too  poor — ^that 
there  are  a  great  many  other  claims  equally 
well  founded — that  justice  cannot  be  doi\e  to 
them  all.  Sometimes  there  is  a  division  be- 
tween the  two  Houses.  This  House  passes  a 
bill  in  favor  of  some  particular  daim — the  other 
tells  you  they  will  not  legislate  for  particular 
cases ;  that  if  they  act,  they  wish  to  take  up 
the  subject  generallir.  Mr.  0.  said  it  was  his 
wish,  both  in  his  public  and  private  character, 
as  far  as  possible,  to  do  justice ;  he  therefore 
hoped  the  course  proposed  by  the  Ohairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  would  be  agreed  to. 
The  resolution  recommended  by  the  report 
was  negatived,  54  to  81 :  and  a  resolution  offer- 
ed by  Mr.  Gold,  recommending  a  provision  by 
law  for  these  claims,  after  some  objections  from 
Mr.  Albion,  was  agreed  to,  89  to  86. 


WxDMESDAT,  January  8. 
Battle  of  IHppecanoe. 

Mr.  MoEes,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Message  of 
the  President,  transmitting  two  letters  from 
Governor  Harrison,  reporting  the  particulars 
and  issue  of  the  eroedition  under  his  command 
against  the  hostile  Indians  on  the  Wabash  River, 
and  the  memorials  of  the  Legislature  of  the  In- 
diana Territory,  and  the  officers  and  soldiers  who 
served  in  the  said  expedition,  presented  the 
twenty-fourth  ultimo,  made  a  report  thereon ; 
which  was  read  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow.  The  report  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  traDsmitting 
two  letters  from  Governor  Harrison,  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,  reporting  the  particulars  and  the  issue  of 
the  expedition  nnder  his  command  against  the  hostile 
Indians  on  the  Wabash,  and  to  whom  was  also  re- 
ferred the  memorial  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Indiana  Territory,  and  the  memorial  of  the  offioen 
and  soldiers  of  the  militia  of  Knox  connty,  in  the 
Indiana  Territoiy,  who  served  in  the  late  campaign 
nnder  the  command  of  Governor  Harrison,  report : 


Digitized  by 


Google 


476 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H.  OF  R.] 


Quartermaster's  Department, 


[Jakuakt,  1811 


That  they  have  had  the  several  matters  to  them 
referred  ander  their  consideration,  and  have  given  to 
them  that  attention  which  their  importance  seems  to 
merit 

It  appears  to  the  committee,  that  the  troops  nnder 
the  command  of  Governor  Harrison  may  veiy  prop- 
erly be  termed  rate  trocps :  very  few  of  the  officers, 
and  almost  none  of  the  men,  had  ever  been  in  actoal 
service ;  and  a  considerable  portion  of  them  had  been 
only  a  few  weeks  withdrawn  from  the  porsoits  of  civil 
life.  The  attack  made  on  this  qnickly-assembled 
army  by  the  hostile  Indians  on  the  Wabash,  when 
viewed,  either  as  it  relates  to  the  natore  of  the  enemy, 
the  time,  or  the  violence  with  which  the  attack  was 
made,  cannot  but  be  considered  of  soch  a  character 
as  wonld  have  severely  tested  the  collected  firmness 
of  the  most  able  and  experienced  troops.  This  at- 
tack, violent  and  nnezpected  as  it  seems  to  have  been, 
was  repelled  by  the  troops  nnder  the  command  of 
Governor  Harrison,  with  a  gallantry  and  good  con- 
duct worthv  of  future  imitation.  The  whole  trans> 
action,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  presents  to 
the  American  people  a  new  proof  that  the  dauntless 
spirit  of  our  ancestors,  by  whom  the  war  of  the  Rev- 
olution was  so  ably  and  successfully  maintained,  has 
not  been  diminished  by  more  than  thirty  years  of  al- 
most uninterrupted  peace,  but  that  it  has  been  hand- 
ed down,  unimpaired,  to  their  posterity. 

In  estimating  the  claims  of  the  army  on  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  it  is  worthy  of  remark, 
that  the  nature  of  the  country,  as  well  as  of  the  ene- 
my to  be  encountered,  subjected  the  army  to  many 
extreme  hardships,  and  equal  dangers,  where  eveiy 
thing  was  hazarded,  and  but  little  could  be  gfuned, 
except  the  regard  of  their  country. 

The  volunteers  and  militia  (to  whose  clfums  the 
memorials  referred  to  the  committee  particularly  re- 
late) were  in  actual  service  but  a  short  time,  for  which 
alone  they  are  entitled  to  pay  bylaw ;  the  compensa- 
tion, therefore,  to  which  wey  are  entitled,  is  not  at 
all  commensurate  to  the  services  rendered,  and  the 
dangers  incurred.  Besides,  many  of  the  officers  and 
men  who  fell,  or  were  wounded,  in  the  battle  of  the 
7th  November,  1811,  were  purchasers  of  the  public 
lands,  for  which  they  were  indebted  to  the  United 
States;  which  debt  falls  due  in  a  short  time,  and  the 
penalty  of  forfeiture  will  be  incurred  if  the  debt  is 
not  paid.  It  would  be  unjust  to  inffict  a  penalty  so 
severe  on  the  disconsolate  widows  and  orphans  of 
those  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  volunteers  and  mili- 
tia, who,  in  common  with  iheir  brother  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  regular  troops,  fell  in  thehr  country's 
cause,  in  a  manner  so  distinguished,  that  nothing  was 
wanting  but  a  great  occasion,  interesting  to  the  feel- 
ings of  the  American  people,  to  have  crowned  their 
names  with  unfading  laurels. 

As  an  evidence,  uierefore,  of  the  regard  due  to  the 
braveiy  and  ability  displayed  by  the  troops  under  the 
command  of  Governor  Harrison,  in  the  battle  of  the 
7th  November,  1811,  as  well  as  to  relieve  the  repre- 
sentatives of  those  who  were  killed  in  the  action, 
from  the  pecuniiuy  losses  incurred  in  oonsequence 
thereof  the  committee  respectfully  submit  the  follow- 
ing resolutions : 

1.  Resolved^  That  one  month's  pay  ought  to  be 
allowed,  in  addition  to  the  common  allowance,  to  tlie 
officers,  (according  to  the  rank  which  they  hedd,)  the 
non-commitfsioned  officers  and  privates  of  the  regu- 
lars, volunteers,  and  militia,  and  to  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  tliose  who  were  killed  or  have  since  died 
of  their  wounds,  composiDg  the  anny  under  the  oom- 


mand  of  Gov.  Harrison,  in  the  late  ciunpaign  on  the 
Wabash. 

2.  Resolvedj  That  five  yeara^  half-pay  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  the  legal  representatives  of  the  offioen, 
(according  to  the  rank  which  they  held,)  the  noo- 
commissioned  officers,  and  privates,  of  the  volanteen 
and  militia  who  were  killed  in  the  battle  of  the  7th 
November,  1811,  or  who  have  since  died  of  their 
wounds. 

8.  Resolvedy  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  bv 
law  to  place  on  the  pension  list  the  officers,  (aceoid- 
ing  to  the  rank  which  they  held,)  the  non-commiK 
sioned  officers,  and  soldiers,  of  the  volunteen  and 
militia  who  served  in  the  late  campaign  oo  tba 
Wabash,  under  the  command  of  Governor  Harriwn, 
and  who  have  been  wounded  or  disabled  in  the  stid 
campaign. 

4.  lUsolved,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  bv 
law  to  pay  for  the  horses  and  other  property  of  indirii 
uals  lost  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  the  said  battle. 

5.  Resoluedj  That  the  further  time  of yean 

ought  to  be  allowed  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  who 
were  wounded,  and  to  the  legal  representatim  of 
those  who  were  kOled,  in  the  said  battle,  to  complete 
the  payments  due  or  which  may  fall  due  to  the  Unit- 
ed States  on  any  purchases  of  die  puUio  lands  mads 
by  them  before  the  said  battle.  ^ 


TmiBBDAT,  January  9. 
Urmline  Nuns  at  New  Orleant, 

The  petition  which  the  Speaker  laid  before 
the  Hoiise  yesterday,  from  the  Ursuline  nuns  at 
New  Orleans,  wa&  enclosed  to  him  and  recom- 
mended by  Governor  Olaibome.  It  prayed  for 
an  exchange  of  the  military  hospital  for  some 
lots  which  tiiey  hold  in  that  city  better  calcu- 
lated for  a  hospital.  After  the  petition  was  pesd, 

Mr,  Dawsok  observed  that  he  had  received 
a  letter  from  Governor  Claiborne  relative  to  that 
petition,  and  in  confirmation  of  the  facts  there- 
in stated.  This  oommnnity  of  nuns  is  a  most 
respectable  and  nsefnl  member  of  society,  the 
whole  of  their  temporal  cares  being  directed  to 
the  education  of  female  youth.  They  are  that 
community  which  some  years  ago  presented  a 
most  elegant  address  to  the  then  President  of 
iJie  United  States,  and  received  from  iumaa 
equally  elegant  answer. 

I  am  well  assured  that  the  lots  which  they 
wish  to  exchange  are  more  valuable,  and  better 
suited  for  the  erection  of  a  hospital  than  those 
on  which  the  hospital  now  stands.  I  therefore 
move  that  the  petition  and  accompaoying  par 
pers  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  who  will 
no  doubt  converse  with  the  Secretary  of  War 
on  the  subject 

This  was  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Dawsos,  llr. 
LowmjES,  and  Mr.  Macok,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 


Fbidat,  January  17. 
Quarterma&terU  Department, 
The  bill  from  the  Senate  '*  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Qaartermaster's  Department"  came 
up  on  its  third  reading. 
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Naoal  Establishment. 


[H.  OF  R. 


Mr.  Alston  said,  if  the  Honse  would  pay  at- 
tention to  the  duty  of  the  Purveyor  of  Public 
Sopplies,  and  examine  the  powers  given  to  the 
Quartermaster  General  in  this  bill,  it  would  ap- 
pear evident  that  there  was  no  necessity  for 
both  offices,  and  it  certainly  was  not  the  wish 
of  the  House  to  erect  two  ^reat  departments  to 
perform  the  same  duties.  He  could  perceivQ  no 
way  in  which  one  officer  was  to  be  a  check  up- 
on the  other.  He  liked  the  bill  as  it  came 
from  the  Senate  better  than  as  amended,  as  he 
saw  no  necessity  for  retaining  the  office  of 
Purveyor. 

Mr.  Tallmadob  observed,  that  the  great  ob- 
ject of  this  bUl,  and  the  only  one  which  made 
it  necessary,  was  to  provide  for  a  Quartermaster 
General's  Department,  instead  of  military 
agents,  as  employed  at  present.  There  never 
was  such  an  officer  in  the  staff  department  in 
the  Revolutionary  war.  The  late  Secretary  of 
War,  AS  well  as  the  present,  were  in  favor  of  this 
change.  The  military  agents,  without  much  re- 
sponsibility, had  nearly  controlled  the  whole 
War  Department.  An  Attempt  was  made  two 
years  ago  to  effect  this  change,  but  it  tJien 
&iled.  The  office  of  Purveyor  of  Public  Sup- 
plies was  instituted  long  before  that  of  solitary 
Agent.  The  duties  of  the  Quartermaster  Gene- 
ral and  Purveyor  are  very  different.  The 
former  is  a  highly  respectable  and  confidential 
officer;  he  is  next  in  consequence  to  the  Oom- 
mander-in-chie^  with  whom  he  has  frequent 
communication.  Every  movement  of  the  Army 
is  first  communicated  to  him.  He  ought  to  be 
a  military  character.  It  is  his  duty  to  receive 
and  deliver  out  the  necessary  supplies  for  the 
Army,  and  to  attend  to  its  movements.  The 
duties  of  the  Purveyor  is  to  purchase,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  arms, 
clothing,  hospital  stores,  and  every  other  article 
necessary  for  the  Army.  So  that  there  is  not 
the  least  ^mihurity  between  the  two  officers; 
one  being  the  purchasing,  the  other  the  dis- 
tributing officer.  If  the  office  of  Purveyor 
were  to  be  done  away,  the  Quartermaster  Gene- 
ral would  have  to  employ  a  deputv  or  agent  to 
make  these  purchases,  which  would  be  p:atting 
too  much  in  the  power  of  a  subordinate  officer, 
and  would  do  away  that  check  which  will  ex- 
ist if  the  Purveyor  be  continued,  as  the  «pur« 
chaser  and  distributor  of  the  supplies  woidd 
be  in  the  same  person.  The  Purveyor  is  also 
the  purchaser  of  goods  for  the  Indian  depart- 
ment. 

l£r.  WiLUAHs  rose  to  prevent  any  person 
from  falling  into  the  mistake  which  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  appeared  to  have 
done,  by  making  remarks  applicable  to  the 
printed  bill  (a  part  of  which  had  been  struck 
out  and  other  parts  amended)  instead  of  the 
bill  read  frx>m  the  Ohair.  He  deemed  it  un- 
necessary to  add  any  thing  in  reply  to  what 
had  been  so  well  said  by  ihe  gentleman  fi*om 
Connecticut. 

Mr.  AiSTOK  said  he  had  attended  to  the  bill 
as  read,  and  not  to  the  printed  bUl ;  and  insist- 


ed that,  from  the  provisions  of  the  bUl,  the 
Secretary  of  War  might  direct  the  Purveyor  and 
Quartermaster  to  purchase  the  same  articles.  If 
the  bill  was  what  the  gentleman  from  Connec- 
ticut had  stated  it  to  be,  he  should  not  have 
objected  to  it;  but  it  was  not. 

Mr.  QtriNOT  had  doubts  whether  both  these 
officers  were  necessary.  There  was  no  such 
officer  as  Purveyor  of  Public  Supplies  during 
the  Revolutionary  war.  If  it  were  found  here- 
after that  another  besides  the  Quartermaster 
General  was  necessary,  he  could  be  appointed. 
There  ought  certainly  to  be  a  responsibility  at- 
tached to  the  purchase  of  supplies,  and  this ' 
might  be  placed  in  the  Head  of  the  War  De- 
partment or  Quartermaster  General.  He  had 
not  sufficient  light  on  the  subject,  to  say  that 
both  these  officers  are  necessary.  He  was  in 
fiftvor  of  the  bill  as  it  came  from  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Blottitt  said,  that  though  there  was  not  a 
Purveyor  of  Public  Supplies  during  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  there  was  a  Clothier,  who  did 
much  the  same  business.  If  we  are  going  to 
war,  said  Mr.  B.,  he  did  not  see  how  we  could 
do  without  a  Quartermaster  General;  and  it 
would  be  improper  for  him  to  become  the  pur- 
chaser of  supplies,  which  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Purveyor  to  purchase,  because,  as  had  already 
been  stated,  there  would  be  no  check  in  the 
business.  There  must  be  propriety  ux  keeping 
the  offices  distinct 

Mr.  Macon  observed,  it  was  impossible  to  go 
to  war  without  a  Quartermaster  General ;  for 
there  is  no  man  has  so  much  to  do  about  an 
army  as  this  officer.  Jhere  was  always  more 
difficulty  in  settling  the  Quartermaster  General's 
accounts  than  any  other.  The  only  instance 
in  which  a  Quartermaster  General  has  to  pur- 
chase supplies,  is  when,  by  some  miscarriage  or 
accident,  the  supplies  from  the  Commissary  or 
Purveyor  do  not  arrive  in  season.  It  is  neces- 
sary that  such  a  power  should  be  vested  in  this 
officer,  to  be  used  on  such  extraordinary  occa- 
sions. As  had  been  stated  by  his  colleague^ 
though  there  was  no  Purveyor  during  the  Re- 
volution, there  were  clothiers  or  agents  em- 
ployed in  different  situations,  which  answered 
the  purpose.  The  qualifications  necessary  for 
the  Quartermaster  General  and  Purveyor  are 
v^ry  different ;  the  one  ought  to  be  a  soldier, 
the  other  a  merchant. 

The  bill  passed  by  a  large  minority. 

Ifaval  EstablUihmenU 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Conunittee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  concerning  the  Naval 
Establishment. 

Mr.  Chsves,  the  Chairman  of  the  Navy  Com- 
mittee, moved  to  ffil  the  blank  in  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  with  "  four  hundred  and  eighty 
thousand  dollars,''  and  said  he  believed  it  to  bie 
his  duty  at  this  time,  to  disclose  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  the  views  and  motives  of 
the  select  committee  in  reporting  the  bill.  Mr. 
0.  said,  X  consider  this  subject  as  one  of  the 
moat  important  that  can  be  brought  before  this 
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House ;  as  a  great  questiob,  involving,  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  the  fate  of  a  species  of  national 
defence  the  most  essential  and  necessary  to  the 
interests  of  this  country.  I  know,  said  Mr.  C, 
how  many  and  how  strong  are  the  prejudices, 
how  numerous  and  how  deeply  laid  are  the 
errors  which  I  have  to  encounter  in  the  discus- 
sion of  this  question ;  errors  and  pr^udices  the 
more  formidable,  as  they  come  recommended  by 
the  virtues,  and  shielded  by  the  estimable  mo- 
tives of  those  who  indulged  them.  I  have  been 
told  that  this  subject  is  unpopular,  and  it  has 
been  not  indiBtinctly  hinted,  that  those  who  be- 
come the  zealous  advocates  of  the  bill  will  not 
advance  by  their  exertions  the  personal  estima- 
tion in  which  they  maybe  held  by  their  polit- 
ical associates.  I  wUl  not  do  my  political 
friends  the  i^jastice  to  believe  that  these  exer- 
tions will  diminish  their  confidence ;  but,  could 
I  think  otherwise,  I  hope  I  shall  never  be  di- 
verted from  a  faithful  discharge  of  my  duty  by 
considerations  of  this  kind.  I  wish  to  lead  no 
man,  and  I  am  determined  not  to  be  bUndly 
led  by  any  man.  In  acting  with  a  partv,  I  do 
so,  because  I  adopt  their  leading  principles  and 
politics  as  the  best,  and  because  I  believe,  from 
the  nature  of  free  Government  it  is  necessary 
80  to  act  to  give  efficiency  to  tne  exertions  of 
any  individual ;  but  I  do  not  feel  myself  there- 
fore, bound  to  renounce  my  deliberate  opinions 
on  all  the  great  interests  of  the  nation,  or  to 
take  no  independent  part  in  the  exertions  of  the 
party  to  which  I  belong.  I  sincerely  believe 
that,  if  this  infant  Naval  Establishment  be 
either  abandoned  or  put  down,  the  party  who 
now  form  the  majority  in  this  House,  and  in  the 
country,  may  run  great  risk  of  becoming  the 
minority,  not  only  within  these  waUs,  but  in  the 
nation. 

It  has  been  said,  by  a  strong  and  lively  figure 
of  rhetoric,  that  this  country  is  a  great  land 
animal,  which  should  not  venture  into  the 
water.  But  if  you  look  at  its  broad  high  back, 
the  Alleghanies,  and  its  great  sides  swelling  to 
tho  east  and  to  the  west,  where  do  you  find  its 
immense  limbs  terminate  ?  Not  on  some  great 
plain  which  has  been  formed  for  their  recep- 
tion, but  in  two  great  oceans,  the  Pacific  on 
the  one  side,  and  the  Atlantic  on  the  other. 
The  figure  explains  the  true  interests  of  the 
country,  in  the  inseparable  union  and  necessary 
dependence  of  agriculture  and  commerce.  The 
God  of  Nature  did  not  give  to  the  United  States 
a  coast  of  two  thousand  miles  in  extent,  not  to 
be  used.  No ;  it  was  intended  by  this  bounty 
to  make  us  a  great  commercial  people;  and 
shall  we  ungrateftiUy  reject  the  eigoyment  of 
his  unexampled  beneficence?  No,  it  has  not 
and  will  not  be  neglected.  A  great  portion  of 
our  people  exist  but  upon  the  ocean  and  its 
fruits.  It  has  been  eloquently,  and  not  less 
truly  than  eloquently,  said,  that  **  the  ocean  is 
their  farm,^*  and  it  must  and  will  be  protected. 
But  how  is  this  protection  to  be  afforded  ?  I 
will  endeavor  to  prove  that  it  can  be  done,  and 
done  most  cheaply  and  eftectually  by  a  naval 


force;  and  if  I  succeed  in  Uiis,  I  shaU  hope £ar 
the  concurrence  of  the  committee.    No  pnqKh 
sition  appears  to  me  more  true  ormoreobTioiEi, 
than  that  it  is  only  by  a  naval  force  that  oor 
commeroe  and  our  neutral  rights  on  the  ooeaa 
can  be  protected.    We  are  now  gcnog  to  war 
for  the  protection  of  these  rights;  bat  in  irhat 
way,  and  under  what  drcumstanoea?    Tbe 
mode  is  altogether  accidental,  and  not  feimded 
on  the  permanent  relations  or  means  of  the 
country.    It  is  not  my  intention  to  condemn 
the  course  which  has  been  taken.    It  baebad 
my  hearty  concurrence,  and  my  zealous,  thoo^ 
feeble,  support    I  hope  it  may  be  altogether 
effectual ;  and  I  believe  it  will  inflict  a  wound 
which  will  be  felt  with  poignancy.    But  it  is. 
notwithstanding,  partial  ana  accidental;  for,  if 
Great  Britain  had  not  the  Canadas  on  our  bo^ 
ders,  how  could  we  attadc  or  resist  her,  armed 
as  we  are  ?     K  we  possess  ourselves  of  the 
Canadas.  and  this  we  dudl  certamly  do  in  the 
event  oi  war,  how  and  where  shul  we  then 
continue  (he  war  without  a  naval  force?  We 
shall  suffer  the  evils  of  war,  wititoat  inflicting 
any  of  them  on  the  enemy.    We  cannot  send 
our  regulars  or  our  volunteers  on  the  ooetn. 
Does  it  not  then  result,  inevitably,  as  tbe  dic- 
tate of  common  prudence,  that  we  shoold,  as 
soon  as  possible,  commence  our  naval  preparar 
tions?    The  Naval  Establiahment  of  the  United 
States  has  been  heretofore  so  much  n^lected, 
that  it  is  at  present  in  a  state  of  lamaitabk  de- 
pression ;  and  the  auestion  now  is,  whether  we 
will  suffer  it  to  go  aown  entirely,  or  attempt  to 
raise  it  up  to  some  degree  of  req)ectalHlitj. 
Some  gentlemen  say,  ^^  if  you  had  a^ed  for  no 
more  than  the  reparation  of  the  frigates  in  or- 
dinary, we  might  have  granted  yoor  request" 
But,  for  myself,  I  would  not  thank  any  gentle- 
man for  this  concession.    The  select  oommittee 
conceived  it  to  be  their  duty  to  bring  the  ques- 
tion fully  before  the  House  in  tiie  shape  in 
which  tliey  have  exposed  it.    Not  to  ask  mere- 
ly what  it  would  do  to  assist  by  naval  co-opaa- 
tion,  in  the  first  efforts  of  the  cootemiJated 
struggle,  but   principally  what  it  would  do 
towards  establuhing  and  perpetuating  a  re- 
spectable naval  force  for  the  protection  of  those 
important  rights  of  the  people,  which  are,  and 
mustcontinne,  exposed  upon  the  ocean.  Their 
determination  was  phunly,  candidly,  and  bold- 
ly to  speak  to  the  House,  and  through  it  to  the 
nation,  on  this  great  question,  and  leave  Ua  fate 
to  the  wisdom  of  the  one  and  the  good  aettse  of 
the  other. 

That  a  respectable  Naval  EsUbhshment  af- 
fords the  only  effectual  means  of  canang  ear 
commercial  rights  to  be  respected,  will,  as  a 
general  proposition,  be  denied  by  few  person^ 
if  any.  But  its  adoption  by  us  is  ^««°frJ2' 
proper  by  those  who  oppose  it,  on  the  P^nJ 
of  the  enormous  expense  which,  it  ia  ""t  V* 
establishment  will  necessitate,  and  the  inabilitj 
of  the  nation,  by  any  force  which  it  can  pro- 
vide, to  resist,  with  eflfect,  the  immeDee  nani 
power  of  Great  Britain.    Is  it  not 
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that  so  much  prejudice  should  exist  against  this 
establishment  on  account  of  its  expensiveness, 
vhen  it  is  ascertained  that)  during  the  whole 
eighteen  years  of  its  existence,  from  1794  to 
1811,  inclusive,  it  has  cost  the  Gk>vemment 
only  $27,175,695  f  I  am  afraid  I  shall  be  te- 
dious, because  the  only  way  in  which  I  hope 
to  bring  conviction  home  to  the  minds  of  the 
House,  is  by  entering,  with  minuteness  and  pre- 
cision, into  a  dry  detail  of  figures  and  state- 
ments; but  the  necessity  of  the  case  must  be 
mj  apology  for  the  course  which  I  shall  take. 
If  the  House  shall  have  toll  confidence  in  my 
statements,  much  will  be  gained  to  the  argu- 
ment ;  for  it  will  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible, 
for  the  hearer  to  follow  me  through  an  exami- 
nation of  these  details,  as  the  argument  pro- 
ceeds. For  this  confidence,  therefore,  I  will 
venture  to  hope.  I  believe  the  statements  on 
which  I  rely  to  be  accurate,  as  far  as  accuracy 
is  material  to  the  discussion.  I  will  state  them 
with  candor,  and,  when  I  have  concluded,  I 
will  put  them  into  the  hands  of  gentlemen  who 
may  wish  to  examine  them  for  &eir  own  satis- 
faction, or  to  reftite  them.  The  average  annual 
expense  of  this  establishment,  so  much  censured 
for  its  wasteful  and  improvident  management, 
has  but  little  exceeded  |l,500,000,  which  is  not 
TDJich  more  than  twice  the  amount  of  the  usual 
annnal  appropriatioi^  for  our  economical  Civil 
List.  It  has  been  generally  supposed  that  it 
has  been  much  more  expensive  than  the  Mili- 
tary Establishment,  but  I  will  show  that  this  is 
not  really  the  case.  The  expense  of  the  Mili- 
tary Establishment,  from  1791  to  1811,  inclu- 
sive, has  been  $87,541,669,  giving  an  annual 
average  of  $1,700,000,  or  $200,000  per  annum 
more  than  that  of  the  Navy.  It  thus  appears 
that,  in  the  gross  amount,  as  well  as  in  the 
annual  expenditure,  the  Army  has  been  more 
expensive  than  the  Navy.  Compare,  toa  the 
services  of  the  Army  with  those  of  the  Navy, 
and  it  will  be  found  that  those  of  the  latter 
have  been  most  useful  and  most  honorable  to 
the  nation.  I  know  of  no  service  of  this  char- 
acter which  the  Army  has  performed,  except 
the  defeat  of  the  Indians  by  General  Wayne, 
and  the  late  gallant  affiiir  on  the  Wabash.  The 
Navy,  in  the  contest  with  France  in  1798,  were 
Tictorious  wherever  it  encountered  an  en^my, 
and  probably  laid  the  foundation  of  the  subse- 

Sient  accommodation  with  that  nation.  In  the 
editerranean,  its  exploits  gave  a  name  to  the 
ooontrj  throughout  Europe;  humbled,  in  an 
unexampled  manner,  the  puratical  and  barbarous 
foe,  and  crowned  itself  with  a  r^utation  for 
intrepidity  and  heroism,  which  had  not  been 
exceeded  by  the  exploits  of  any  nation,  and 
-which  must  go  down  to  a  distant  posterity.  I 
mean  not,  by  this  comparison,  to  say  any  thing 
i]]|}iirioas  to  the  Army,  but  only  to  declare  that 
pnsference  to  which  I  think  the  naval  services 
of  the  country  are  entitled.  Admitting,  if  it 
be  desired,  that  the  Navy  has  heretofore  occar 
filoned  an  expense  not  warranted  by  its  force  or 
its  services;  and  I  cannot  deny  but  that^  from 


a  variety  of  causes,  the  expense  may  have  been 
unnecessarily  great ;  an  argument  cannot  thence 
be  fairly  drawn  against  its  ftiture  use — the  con- 
trary is  the  fair  condusion.  Past  errors  lay  the 
foundation  of  future  improvement.  It  was  thus 
the  greatest  orator,  and  one  of  the  greatest 
statesmen  of  antiquity,  reasoned.  The  great 
Athenian  orator,  when  rousing  his  countrymen, 
by  his  impetuous  eloquence,  to  resist  the  ambi- 
tion of  Philip,  declared  that  it  was  on  their 
past  misconduct  that  he  built  his  highest  hopes ; 
for,  said  he,  ^'  were  we  thus  distressed,  in  spite 
of  every  vigorous  e£fbrt  which  the  honor  of  our 
State  demanded,  there  were  then  no  hope  of 
recovery."  So  may  we  reason  in  this  case ;  for 
had  these  extraordinarv  expenses  been  the  re- 
sult of  good  economy,  then,  indeed,  would  their 
diminution  be  hopeless;  but,  as  they  have  pro- 
ceeded from  a  wastefrQ  or  unskilfbl  expen^- 
ture,  the  remedy  will  be  found  in  a  reform  of 
the  abuse ;  to  effect  this  reform,  is  the  duty  of 
Congress.  But  it  has  not  only  been  less  ex- 
pensive than  the  Army,  but  it  may  be  proved, 
as  the  conunittee  have  aedared  in  their  report, 
that  "  a  naval  force  within  due  limits  and  under 
proper  regulations,  will  constitute  the  cheapest 
defence  of  the  nation."  This  will  be  partly 
proved  by  a  comparison  between  tiie  expense 
of  the  pem&ctat  fortifications  of  our  maritime 
froniier  and  that  of  an  adequate  naval  defence. 
The  experience  of  modem  naval  warfare  has 
proved  that  no  fortifications  can  prevent  the 
passage  of  ships  of  war.  The  present  fortifica- 
tions of  our  maritime  frontier,  though  they  are 
more  numerous  and  better  than  they  have  been 
at  any  other  period  in  our  history,  cannot  pre- 
vent an.  inconsiderable  naval  force  from  laying 
many  pf  our  towns  in  ashes.  Indeed,  it  is  be- 
lieved that  no  fortifications  which  can  be  erect- 
ed will  afford  a  complete*  protection  against 
such  attacks,  while  their  expense  would  be  op- 
pressive to  the  nation.  The  city  of  New  York 
alone,  if  completely  fortified,  would  reauire  a 
further  expenditure  of  three  millions  of  dollars, 
and  a  garrison  of  ten  thousand  men,  and  then 
miffht  be  laid  in  ashes  by  four  or  five  seventy- 
fours.  But  we  have  a  coast  of  two  thousand 
miles  to  protect,  the  expense  of  which  could 
not  be  borne  by  the  nation.  A  better  defence 
would  be  frimished  by  such  a  naval  force  as 
would  give  you  a  mastery  in  the  American  seas, 
and  at  home  much  less  expense. 

The  superior  cheapness  of  naval  defence 
seems  to  me  to  be  satisfactorily  established 
and  I  am  next  to  prove  that  the  force  proposea 
— ^I  mean  twelve  seventy-fours  and  twenty 
frigates — ^are  sufficient  to  protect  us  in  our  own 
seas,  and  defend  our  ports  and  harbors  against 
the  naval  power  of  Great  Britain.  The  first 
evidence  that  is  offered  in  support  of  this  pro- 
position, is  the  opinion  of  naval  men ;  and  if 
the  representations  of  any  man  may  be  relied 
upon  with  confidence,  so  far,  at  least,  as  that 
they  are  not  founded  in  deception,  I  believe 
those  of  a  sailor  may  be.  By  naval  men,  I 
have  been  assured  that  this  force  is  adequate  to 
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the  object  proposed.  It  is  impossible  for  me 
to  state  with  accuracy,  or  ia  a  manner  calcn- 
lated  to  give  a  due  impression  of  them,  all  the 
reasons  which  they  offer  in  support  of  their 
opinion,  but  among  them  are  those  detailed  in 
the  report  of  the  select  committee.  Indeed, 
they  advance  the  opinion,  and  support  it  with 
reasons,  the  error  of  which,  if  they  be  errone- 
ous, I  am  unable  to  discover,  that  it  will  require 
the  enemy  to  employ  a  triple  force  to  put  him- 
self on  a  footing  of  equality  with  that  of  the 
United  States.  Their  reasons  are,  as  nearly  as 
I  can  state  them,  these :  there  must  be  station- 
ed on  our  coast,  at  any  given  time,  an  equal 
force;  this  force  cannot  be  fitted  out,  unless 
with  great  disadvantage  to  the  service  in  point 
of  expense,  and  in  respect  to  the  health  of  the 
crew,  for  much  more  than  three  months'  service. 
An  equal  force  must  be  put  in  requisition  and 
kept  in  readiness  to  relieve  that  on  the  station. 
But,  as  all  the. equipments  of  the  enemy  must 
be  made  in  Europe,  the  force  destined  to  relieve 
the  first  must  be  despatched  by  the  time  the 
first  may  be  supposed  to  have  arrived  on  our 
coast,  because  it  will  be  necessary,  at  a  period 
as  early  as  the  arrival  of  the  second,  for  the 
first  to  return;  but  the  first  could  not  proceed 
to  Europe,  be  equipped,  and  return  to  relieve 
the  second  in  time ;  and  therefore  a  third  equiv* 
alent  force  is  necessary,  and  thus  three  times 
the  force  of  the  United  States  must  be  employed 
by  the  enemy  to  place  himself  on  a  footing  of 
equality  with  it.  History  may  be  resorted  to, 
with  confidence,  to  prove  that  neither  Great 
Britain,  nor  any  other  nation,  has  ever  been 
able  to  station,  for  any  length  of  time,  in  dis- 
tant seas,  a  force  equal  to  that  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  naval  men,  is  sufScient  to  accomplish 
the  objects  proposed  by  the  committee — ^the 
dominion  of  the  American  seas,  and  the  defence 
of  our  ports  and  harbors.  There  is  one  fact 
which,  above  all  others,  shows  the  inability  of 
Great  Britain  to  keep  a  large  fleet  on  our  coast 
From  the  frozen  regions  of  the  North  to  the 
Isthmus  of  Darien,  she  has  not  a  port  fit  for 
naval  equipment  or  repair,  except  Halifax ;  a|^d 
if^  as  the  opponents  of  the  Navy  seem  to  think 
certain,  and  I  hope  their  opinions  may  be  real- 
ized, we  shall,  in  the  event  of  war,  deprive  her 
of  ^at,  she  will  be  without  the  means  of  re- 
pairing a  disabled  vessel  in  our  seas.  Under 
such  circumstances,  any  thing  but  temporary 
service  would  be  utterly  impracticable. 

But,  said  Mr.  0.,  on  the  subject  of  the  British 
naval  force,  there  is  great  misconception.  The 
high-sounding  number  of  a  thousand  ships  appals 
the  mind,  and  an  examination  of  i^jp  actual  force, 
and  the  numerous  requisitions  which  are  made 
upon  it,  is  usually  rejected  as  an  idle  labor.  Let 
this  examination  be  made,  and  at  least  some 
part  of  the  terror  which  it  excites  will  vanish. 
Of  the  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three  ships 
which  Great  Britain  had  in  commission  In  1801, 
and  she  never  had  more,  it  is  believed  there 
were  only  three  hundred  and  eighty-three  that 
exceeded  the  size  and  capacity  of  the  large  pri- 


vateers that  will  probably  be  fitted  out  by  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  in  the  event  of 
war.  Of  this  last  number,  there  were  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-two  of  sixty-four  guns,  and 
above;  twenty-two  between  fifty  and  sixty 
guns ;  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  between  thirty- 
two  and  forty-four;  and  sixty-three  between 
twenty  and  thirty  guns.  The  remainder  of  the 
vessels  in  commission  consisted  of  one  hondred 
and  seventy-four  sloops,  one  hundred  and  forty- 
one  gun-vessels,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty 
hired  vessels.  These  hired  vessels  are  small 
vessels,  of  from  four  to  ten  guns,  which,  it  is 
believed,  are  only  employed  for  revenue  pnr- 
poses.  This  review  and  enumeration,  I  hare 
no  doubt,  proves  the  actual  force  of  the  navy 
of  Great  Britain,  however  great  it  really  is,  to 
be  much  inferior  to  the  impression  almost  uni- 
versally received,  from  the  high-sounding  boast 
of  her  thousand  ships.  Nor  has  the  actual  foroe 
of  the  British  navy  been  more  misconceived 
than  the  application  of  it.  The  common  im- 
pression is,  that  the  Government  can  direct  to 
any  given  point  almost  an  unlimited  nnmber  of 
ships.  But  if  this  delusive  impression  be  re- 
moved, it  will  be  found  that,  notwithstanding 
the  greatness  of  the  force,  the  points  to  which 
it  must  be  destined  are  so  numerous  and  dis- 
persed as  to  put  it  all  in  requisition.  This  I 
will  prove  by  reference  to  the  distribution  of 
her  fleets  in  1801.  [Here  Mr.  0.  read  a  state- 
ment of  the  force  and  distribution  of  the  Britisfa 
fleeit  at  that  time.]  From  which  of  these  sta- 
tions, said  Mr.  0.,  could  she  have  spared,  with 
safety  and  prudence,  a  portion  of  the  force  em- 
ployed? Could  she,  from  all,  have  stationed 
and  continued  in  our  seas  a  force  which  would 
have  been  equal,  under  the  disadvantages  which 
have  been  pointed  out,  to  twelve  seventy-fonn 
and  twenty  frigates?  How  much  less  would 
she  have  been  able  to  have  furnished  a  force 
which  would  be  superior  to  a  naval  armament 
whose  expense  should  equal  that  of  the  military 
preparations  of  the  present  year?  But  it  may 
be  said,  that  the  ships  which  Great  Britain  has 
in  ordinary  would  be  more  than  equal  to  any 
increase  which  any  circumstances  woidd  re- 
quire. This  might  be  true,  were  her  seamen 
unlimited  in  numbers,  and  her  pecuniary  re- 
sources inexhaustible;  but  both  are  limited, 
and  so  must  be  her  naval  armament  To  fit 
out  vessels  which  she  has  in  ordinary,  would 
require,  within  a  few  thousand,  all  the  seamen 
in  her  merchant  service,  and  such  an  addition 
to  her  annual  expenditure,  as  the  nation  neither 
would  nor  could  bear.  The  true  olgect  of  in- 
quiry to  ascertain  her  eflBcient  power  is,  what 
number  of  ve^els  is  she  practically  able  to  ke« 
in  commission,  and  the  answer  may  be  received 
in  a  shape  the  most  unfavorable  to  my  argu- 
ment, yet  confirmatory  of  it,  in  the  example  of 
1801,  me  year  which  I  have  selected  for  ill»- 
tration,  when  it  is  confidently  believed  her 
equipment  was  greater,  combining  force  and 
numbers,  than  at  any  other  period  of  her  ha- 
tory. 
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Bat)  while  it  is  contended  by  some  that  it 
wUl  not  be  in  the  power  of  the  nation  to  estab- 
li^  an  effective  naval  force,  there  are  others 
who  are  opposed  to  it,  lest  we  become  too  great 
a  naval  power.  Thej  fear  that  oar  fleets  will 
cover  the  ocean,  and  seeking  victory  on  all  the 
opposite  shores  of  the  Attandc,  involve  the 
nation  in  oppressive  expenses,  and  in  wanton 
and  habitual  wars.  Such  objects  are  certainly 
not  contemplated  by  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee; nor  can  saoh  events  possibly  happen,  as 
long  as  we  remain  a  free  people.  The  com- 
mittee have  recommended  sach  a  navy  as  wiU 
give  to  the  United  States  an  ascendency  in  the 
American  seas,  and  protect  their  ports  and 
harbors.  The  people  will  never  bear  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  greater  force  than  these  o^'ects 
require.  The  reasons  which  forbid  Great 
Britain,  or  any  other  European  power,  to  station 
large  fleets  on  our  seas,  will  equally  forbid 
ns  to  cross  the  Atlantic,  or  go  into  distant  seas, 
for  the  purpose  of  frequent  or  habitual  wars. 

But  a  navy  is  said  to  be  anti-republican,  be- 
cause it  was  opposed  by  the  Republicans  in 
1798.  I  apprehend,  however,  that  it  was  then 
objected  to,  not  because  it  was  anti-republican 
in  itself  but  because  the  Republicans  of  that 
time  believed  it  was  to  be  employed  for  im- 
proper objects;  because,  while  it  was  unneces- 
sary at  the  time,  it  was  of  such  a  nature  as  only 
fitted  it  for  the  time,  because  it  was  part  of  a 
system  which  embraced  unnecessary  armies  and 
unnecessary  taxes  and  loans,  to  continue  a  war 
beyond  the  just  objects  of  war —  a  war  which, 
to  use  the  language  of  the  day,  was  to  be 
wf^ed  by  every  man,  woman,  and  child,  in  the 
nation,  to  which  we  are  opposed. 

We  are  told,  also,  that  navies  have  ruined 
every  naUon  that  has  employed  them;  and 
En^and,  and  Holland,  and  Venice,  and  other 
nations,  have  been  mentioned  as  examples. 
The  vast  debt  of  Great  Britain  is  declared  to 
be  among  the  pernicious  fruits  of  her  Naval 
Establishment.  This  I  deny.  Her  debt  has 
grown  out  of  her  profuse  subsidies,  and  her 
absurd  wars  on  the  land.  Though  the  ruin, 
which  is  supposed  to  threaten  England,  is  at- 
tributed to  her  navy,  it  is  obvious  that  her  navy 
alone  has  saved  and  stiU  saves  her  from  ruin. 
Without  it  she  must,  long  since,  have  yielded 
to  the  power  of  France  her  independence  and 
her  liberties.  We  are  told  that  the  same  wealth 
which  she  has  expended  in  supporting  her 
navies  would  have  been  employed  more  profit- 
ably for  the  nation  in  the  improvement  of  its 
agricnlture  and  manufactures,  and  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  canals  and  roads,  and  otiber  internal 
improvements.  But  experience  is  better  tiian 
theory.  Let  us  compare  England  with  nations 
which  have  no  navies,  or  comparatively  incon- 
mderable  navies.  The  nations  of  ike  Oontinent 
of  Eurooe  are  without  such  overgrown  and 
ruinous  Naval  Establishments,  but  do  you  there 
find  the  highest  improvements  in  agriculture, 
the  most  flourishing  manufactures,  or  the  best 
roads  and  canals?  No,  it  is  in  this  nation,  that 
Vol.  IV.-^l 


has  been  ruined  by  her  navy,  that  you  find  all 
these  improvements  most  perfect  and  most  ex- 
tended. I  mean  not  either  to  be  the  panegyrist 
of  England ;  but  these  truths  may  be  declared 
for  our  instruction,  without  suppressing  the 
feelings  excited  by  tne  wrongs  she  has  done  us. 
England  has  not,  then,  I  conclude,  been  de- 
stroyed or  impoverished,  but  preserved  and 
enriched,  by  her  navy.  Was  Holland  ruined  by 
her  navy?  No;  surrounded  by  the  great 
powers  of  the  continent,  with  a  papulation  not 
exceeding  2,000,000  of  souls,  she  protected  and 
secured  her  independence  for  more  than  a  cen- 
tury, against  her  powerftd  neighbors,  by  means 
of  her  commercial  riches,  which  were  cherished 
and  defended  by  her  naval  power.  Did  Venice 
owe  her  decline,  or  fall,  to  her  navy?  While 
the  neighboring  Italian  States  were  subdued, 
year  after  year  changing  their  masters  and  their 
tyrants,  she  long  continued  to  ride  triumphant* 
ly  amidst  the  storm,  independent,  and,  in  a 
great  degree,  free.  It  was  her  naval  and  com- 
mercial power  which  made  her  rich  and  great, 
and  secured  her  existence  as  a  State  so  long. 
Look  even  at  the  little  Republic  of  Genoa,  whose 
inhabitants,  but  for  its  commerce  and  its  navy, 
would  scarcely  ever  have  possessed  ^^  a  local  habi- 
tation, "or  **a  name  I"  But  I  must  have  ex- 
hausted the  patience  of  the  House,  I  will  there- 
fore conclude  the  observations  which  I  pro- 
posed a  to  make  on  the  general  merits  of  the 
question. 


Satubdat,  January  18. 
Jfaoal  EstdblitihmetU, 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  Navy  bill ;  when 
Mr.  Ohkvxs  finished  his  speech  in  favor  of  the 
bill,  as  given  in  full  in  preceding  pages. 

Mr.  Setbkrt. — X  rise  under  a  pressure  of 
more  than  ordinary  embarrassment — ^prudence 
on  one  hand  bids  me  shrink  from  the  task 
which  I  am  about  to  undertake ;  whilst  on  the 
other  hand,  a  conscious  duty  impels  me  to  en- 
gage in  the  consideration  of  the  question  now 
before  the  honorable  conmiittee.  My  friend 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Ohevbs)  says  this 
question  is  all  important  to  this  nation;  in 
uiis  I  perfectiy  coincide  with  him,  and  there- 
fore cannot  rest  satisfied  with  a  mere  vote  on 
this  occasion.  Sir,  it  is  not  my  intention  to 
follow  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
through  all  the  windings  of  the  labyrinth  into 
which  he  has  ventured  to  penetrate.  I  will  not 
pretend  to  chase  reason  on  the  wing. 

I  vriU  not  particularly  follow  the  gentleman 
in  his  comparison  of  the  Army  and  Naval  Es- 
tablishments of  the  United  States.  He  has 
stated  to  us  that  the  Army  has  cost  this  nation 
much  more  than  the  Navy ;  he  concludes  we 
ought  to  be  equally  liberal  in  our  appropriations 
for  both  these  purposes.  Sir,  I  perceive  no 
reason  in  this  assertion.  Some  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  may  say,  that  we 
have  been  lavish  in  our  appropriations  for  an 
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aimj ;  even  ftdmitting  that  in  this  respect  we 
have  been  liberal  to  extravagance,  it  surely  can- 
not be  inferred  that  we  should  make  oureelves 
doubly  guilty  of  this  charge.  I  will  agree  to 
make  appropriations  for  the  establishing  a  navy 
for  the  United  States.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  has  told  us,  that  when  the  war 
which  we  are  about  to  wage,  shall  be  over,  our 
Army  will  leave  us.  Sir,  I  am  happy  to  hear 
that  on  such  an  event  the  military  will  be 
readily  disbanded — a  dread  of  the  contrary  gave 
much  uneasiness  to  many  a  few  days  since — ^this 
is  just  what  we  wish  should  take  place.  On 
the  other  hand,  said  he,  "  your  pf  oud  Navy," 
will  remain.  It  is  for  this,  with  many  other 
reasons,  why  I  am  opposed  to  a  navy.  I  wish 
he  could  have  proved  to  us,  that  with  the  end 
of  the  war  the  Navy  would  also  leave  us;  per- 
haps I  should  then  agree  with  him  in  favor  of 
its  establishment:  though  the  "proud  Navy" 
will  remain  with  us,  he  has  neglected  to  toll  us 
at  what  rate  of  expense. 

Sir,  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  says 
many  oppose  a  navy,  because  they  deem  it  an 
anti-republican  institution.  On  this  head,  I 
shall  remark  but  little:  I  will  only  ask  if  it  is 
to  remain  with  us  in  times  of  peace  with  its 
numerous  train  of  officers,  may  it  not  become  a 
powerful  engine  In  the  haads  of  an  ambitious 
Executive? 

Sir,  it  was  thought  proper  to  make  the  fore- 
going remarks  as  preliminary  to  the  subject. 
The  question  of  a  Naval  Establishment  for  the 
tJnited  States  more  especially  concerns  those 
who  inhabit  eommercial  districts.  As  one  of 
these  I  am  much  interested.  Many  persons  main- 
tain, that  a  naval  system  of  defence  is  indis- 
pensably necessary  to  a  nation,  whose  seaboard 
extends  more  than  1,500  miles,  with  a  shipping 
interest  amounting  to  1,800,000  tons — ^in  this 
respect,  ranking  the  second  of  modern  nations. 
The  ai^ument  is  as  specious  as  it  is  plausible; 
it  is  liable  to  many,  and  in  my  opinion,  to  insu- 
perable objections.  The  proposition  before  us 
will  be  considered  as  leading  to  a  permanent 
Naval  Establishment.  This  course  is  warrant- 
ed by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
as  well  as  by  the  mode  which  was  pursued  by 
my  friend  from  South  Carolina.  I  shall  not 
hesitate  to  declare  my  decided  opposition  to 
such  an  establishment,  and  will  proceed  to  state 
the  objections  whereon  my  opinion  is  ground- 
ed. Sir,  I  deem  it  inexpedient  to  commence  a 
permanent  Naval  Establishment  at  this  time. 
We  are  quite  unprepared  for  it— we  are  in  want 
of  all  the  necessary  materials;  though  we  have 
been  told  that  our  forests  abound  in  all  the 
necessary  timber,  it  was  said  little  of  l^s 
material  was  to  be  found  in  our  dockyards. 
The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has  told 
us,  that  a  sufficiency  of  seasoned  timber,  to 
build  four  seventy-fours,  was  now  on  hand,  and 
that  the  proper  authority  deemed  it  advisable 
to  be  used  for  frigates.  Sir,  this  timber  is  a 
portion  of  that  which  was  purchased  some 
years  since,  for  the  purpose  of  building  ttz 


seventy-fours.     It  now  appears,  that  of  this 
timber  as  much  as  was  sufficient  for  two  at 
these   vessds,  has   been    employed   to    buiU 
smaller  vessels  or  gunboats,  I  presume.     This  is 
all  a  piece  with  our  pretended  economy.    This 
mode  of  proceeding  will  not  answer,  sar.     We 
are  in  the  wrong  Irtm  the  commencement  of 
our  Navy.    I  do  not  wish  it  to  be  understood 
that  I  have  decided  a  navv  will  never  be  a  prop- 
er mode  of  defence  for  wis  nation — ^bat  when- 
ever it  shall  be  determined  on,  we  should  begin 
right ;  this  can  only  be  done  by  following  those 
nations  who  have  had  most  experience  on  the 
subject.    Our  first  step  should  be  to  store  away 
the  proper  timber.    This  should  be  done  in 
times  when  we  can  best  affi^rd  it — ^in  times 
when  our  market  is  glutted — in  times  wheat 
labor  can  be  commanded  at   fair   prices— «t 
a  period  when  we  ei\joy  peace,  and  surely  not 
when  we  are  about  to  engage  in  a  war.    H'e 
have  heretofore  paid  the  highest  price  for  every 
article ;  we  have  given  double  wages  for  labofc ; 
and  instances  might  be  mentioned,  whegk  the 
workmen  were  transported  in  stage  coaches,  at 
an  enormous  expense,  from  our  Luge  seaport 
towns  to  the  navy  yard  of  this  citv.    ContradB 
for  timber  were  made  in  haste  and  at  a  very  ad- 
vanced price.    As  soon  as  it  was  obtiuned,  ft 
was  put  together,  and  in  a  few  months  we  saw  it 
floating  in  the  form  of  a  ship  of  war—rotUn 
ships,  I  may  say,  sir,  for  I  believe  without  excep- 
tion in  the  frigates  which  were  built  by  the 
United  States,  the  more  important  parts  decayed 
and  were  rotten  in  two,  three,  or  four  years. 
In  many  instances  the  expense  for  repairs  wu 
equal  to  the  original  cost.    A  single  frigate,  the 
Constitution,  has  cost  for  rep^rs,  from  October; 
1802,  to  March,  1809,  the  enormous  sum  of 
$302,582  21,  or  upwards  of  $43,000  perannnm 
for  seven  years  in  suocesdon. 

Let  us  view  this  subject  in  a  more  extoided 
sense — I  mean  as  regards  our  commerce  geaad- 
ly — we  shall  still  have  cause  to  entertain  the 
opinion  which  we  first  adopted.    TTe  csnuot 

Erotect  our  commerce  on  the  ocean.  Our  ships 
ave  vexed  every  sea — ^we  trade  to  aD  parts  of 
the  world ;  of  course,  to  protect  our  commene, 
our  ships  of  war  must  abandon  our  coasts  and 
encounter  all  the  force  of  the  enemy  or  those 
of  Europe.  The  ports  we  have  in  view  are 
European.  If  your  frigates,  for  convenieBce  and 
safety,  are  to  crmse  only  on  your  coasts,  what 
will  be  the  fate  of  the  millions  which  are  on- 
barked  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  H<^!  Bj 
this  management  surely  you  cannot  afford  it 
protection.  France,  Spain,  and  HoUand,  when 
combined  and  backed  by  an  armed  neutrality  in 
the  north  of  Europe,  could  not  secure  their 
commerce.  The  fieets  of  Great  Britain  nov 
sail  triumphant  over  every  wave  of  the  deep. 
The  Bussians  have  a  navy  far  superior  to  that 
which  it  is  proposed  we  shall  establish,  and 
they  cannot  protect  their  trade  in  the  oonnned 
lunits  of  the  Baltic  They  count  fifty  or  su^ 
sail-of-the-line^  besides  many  frigates  and  small- 
er vessels. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


488 


JiirvABT,  1812.] 


Naval  EtiabHshmeiii. 


[H.  OF  R. 


Sir,  the  expenses  which  are  incnrred  by  a  Naval 
Establishment)  far  exceed  the  profits  which  arise 
from  the  commerce  which  it  is  intended  to  pro- 
tect This  proposition  is  warranted  by  the  experi- 
ence of  Great  Britain,  the  most  commercial  na- 
tion of  modem  times.  In  the  year  1798,  the  total 
imports  and  exports  of  Great  Britain  amounted 
to  £94,952,000.  For  the  same  year  the  expendi- 
tnre  for  her  navy  amounted  to  £18,654,018,  or 
abont  one-seventh  of  the  total  imports  and  ex- 
ports, or  fourteen  per  cent  on  the  total  capital 
employed  in  commerce.  What  regalar  trade 
can  yield  such  profits  on  the  outward  and  in- 
ward cargoes?  To  me  this  is  a  secret  In  the 
year  1799  Mr.  Pitt  computed  the  profits  on  the 
commerce  of  Great  Britain  at  £12,000,000,  or 
one  and  a  half  millions  less  than  the  expenses 
for  her  navy  the  preceding  year  I 

Sir,  the  expenses  which  are  necessarily  con- 
nected with  a  Naval  Establishment,  constitute 
a  very  serious  objection  to  it  At  this  time,  the 
annual  expenditures  for  the  British  navy  amount 
to  nearly  £17,000,000,  or  $80,0000,000.  Every 
succeeding  year  brings  with  it  an  increase  of 
expenditures.  This  has  been  the  result  year 
after  year  since  the  commencement  of  the  insti- 
tution. Our  prospects  will  be  the  more  evident 
when  we  take  a  view  of  the  expenses  whidi 
have  been  already  incurred  for  the  infantile 
establishment  of  our  country ;  we  shall  be  led 
to  the  same  conclusions.  The  American  navy 
was  commenced  in  the  year  1794,  and  by  the 
end  of  the  year  1811,  the  expenditures  amounted 
to  $27,456,979 — a  sum  much  greater  than  the 
one-half  of  the  public  debt  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1812.  This  would  have  been  much  better 
applied,  had  it  been  placed  with  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Sinking  Fund.  I  will  ask  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  what  has  the 
nation  benefited  for  this  enormous  expenditure  ? 
What  would  have  been  the  amount  expended, 
had  this  engine  been  Herculean,  with  Admirals 
of  the  Red,  White  and  Blue  squadrons,  with  nu- 
merous dock  and  navy-yards,  placemen,  &c.  ? 
For  we  shall  gradually  advance  to  all  this,  if 
we  do  not  stop  short  at  this  time.  For  the 
benefits  of  such  appendi^g;e3, 1  will  refer  you  to 
a  statement  made  to  this  House,  the  last  session, 
concerning  the  navy-yards  belonging  to  the 
United  States ;  especially  to  the  details  of  the 
expenditures  of  that  connected  with  this  city. 
The  document  I  refer  to,  was  laid  before  this 
House  on  the  25th  February,  1811.  It  will  in- 
form yon,  sir,  that  the  value  of  the  work  done 
from  the  1st  of  -January  to  the  81st  of  Decem- 
ber, 1810,  was  $73,947  52.  The  commandant 
confesses,  in  his  returns  made  to  the  Secretary, 
that  this  work,  in  many  instances,  is  rated 
twenty  per  cent  above  the  prices  paid  in  other 
places.  The  salaries  in  this  same  yard,  for  the 
same  year,  (1810,)  amounted  to  $95,687  64|. 
So  that  the  pay  for  the  salaries  and  the  wages 
at  this  navy-yard,'  exceeded  the  value  of  Sie 
articles  manufactured,  even  when  rated  far 
above  the  fair  prices,  in  amount  $21,790  12} ! 
This  establishment  is  under  the  immediate  eye 


of  the  Government ;  we  might  suppose  everr 
attention  was  paid  to  economy ;  if  so,  who  will 
desire  further  proofe  of  the  advantages  of  a 
navyl 

Sir,  I  fhrther  object  to  a  navy,  because  it  will 
be  the  means  of  exciting  many  wars,  which, 
without  the  establishment,  may  be  honorably 
avoided.  It  is  said,  nations  are  involved  in 
war,  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  their  navies ; 
and  some  assert  (Brougham)  that  a  perpetual 
war  is  one  of  the  two  modes  which  are  neces- 
sary to  support  a  powerful  naval  establishment 
Sir.  a  naval  establishment  will  create  a  new 
ana  a  dangerous  interest  in  our  country.  Noth- 
ing is  more  common  than  to  be  told,  that 
such  are  the  wishes  of  the  naval  interest  of 
Great  Britdn,  and  that  this  or  that  war  must 
be  entered  into  to  gratify  them.  For  my  partj 
sur,  1  shall  be  very  sorry  indeed,  'if  ever  the 
period  arrives  in  the  United  States,  when 
any  particular  interest  or  community  shall 
direct  the  Government,  whether  it  be  naval, 
agricultural,  manufacturing,  or  commercial — 
the  general  welfare  should  be  the  sole  great 
ruling  principle  in  the  National  Councils. 

Sir,  I  am  deterred,  when  I  consider  the  fate 
of  all  those  nations  who  at  different  periods 
have  been  famous  for  their  navies.  The  naval 
strength  of  the  Hanseatio  League  was  such, 
two  centuries  past,  as  to  excite  terror  on  the 
part  of  England.  These,  sir,  distant  free  cities, 
are  now  the  appendages  of  mighty  France,  and 
have  no  political  existence.  Who  has  not  heard 
of  the  once  formidable  fleets  of  Venice  and 
Grenoa  ?  At  one  time  England  was  indebted  to 
the  latter  for  officers  to  command  her  ships  of 
war — ^alas  I  these  republics  are  now  consigned 
to  oblivion.  Denmark  was  at  one  time  the 
mistress  of  the  ocean ;  by  means  of  her  fleets 
she  often  invaded  England,  and  held  her  in  a 
state  of  subjection.  The  Danes  heretofore 
burned  London,  Paris,  and  other  great  cities — 
they  aire  now  controlled  by  France,  and  they 
have  had  their  Copenhagen  defeat  Holland, 
with  her  Van  Trompsj  and  De  Ruyters,  occu- 
pied the  British  Channel  at  pleasure;  this 
power  defeated  the  navies  of  England  and 
France.  Where  is  Holland  now?  Incorporated 
as  a  part  of  the  French  empire.  Spain  boasted 
her  invincible  armadas ;  Elizabeth  of  England, 
by  nature  haughty,  proud,  and  ambitious, 
trembled  at  the  very  mention  of  them,  until 
they  were  dispersed  and  destroyed  by  storms 
at  sea ;  Spain  is  now  tiie  vassal  of  France.  Not 
very  long  since  the  navy  of  France  sailed  tri- 
umphant along  the  British  coast,  looked  into 
Portsmouth  harbor,  and  taunted  British  spirit 
I  ask  you,  sir,  where  is  the  strength  of  which 
these  nations  formerly  boasted?  All  are  in- 
operative, and  dread  the  gigantic  power  of 
the  British  navy — ih&y  are  in  part  sick  in  dry 
docks,  or  are  blockaded  in  their  ports. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Great  Britain,  though  at  this 
time  triumphant  in  every  sea,  if  she  persists  in 
her  et)>ensive  naval  establishment,  with  her 
present  debt  of  £800,000,000,  which  was  chiefly 
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created  for  her  navy— Oreat  Britain,  sir,  I  say, 
with  all  this,  must  sink  nnder  the  heavy  pres- 
sure. 81ie  will  hereafter  derive  very  little  satis- 
faction from  her  hrilliant  victories  on  the  1st 
of  June  off  Oape  8t.  Vincent,  Oamperdown, 
Abookir,  and  Tra&lgar. 

8hall  I  be  pardoned,  sir,  when  I  fear  our  ves- 
sels will  only  tend  to  swell  the  present  cata- 
logue of  the  British  navy?  Of  the  1,042  ves- 
sels which  she  possessed  in  July,  1811,  one 
hundred  and  nine  were  captured  from  the 
French,  forty-six  from  the  Danes,  twenty-five 
from  the  Spaniards,  tw«ity-four  from  the 
Dutch,  and  tiiree  from  the  Italians ;  making  a 
total  of  two  hundred  and  seven  captured  ships, 
or  one-fifkh  of  her  whole  navy. 

Small  ships  are  proper  for  the  service  of  the 
United  States — by  their  agency  we  shall  be  able 
to  annoy  the  convoys  of  an  enemy.  The  pri- 
vateers which  were  fitted  out  in  every  port 
during  our  Revolutionary  war,  destroyed  much 
of  the  British  commerce,  even  in  the  British 
and  Irish  Channels,  whilst  the  fn^tes  which 
were  built  by  the  Government  did  little  or 
nothing — but  two  of  them  remained  at  tiie  con- 
clusion of  the  contest  The  enemy  wiU  not 
watch  your  small  vessels;  they  may  enter  all 
your  small  inlets,  where  heavy  varaels  cannot 
venture  to  approach  them ;  and,  at  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  war,  they  may  be  sold  for  the  mer- 
chant service.  I  shiJl  not  follow  the  gentleman 
in  his  remarks  on  the  bill  before  tiie  commilr 
tee;  I  shall  vote  against  it,  though  it  is  my 
present  intention  to  appropriate  tiie  sums  i^ 
quisite  for  the  repairing  and  equipping  our 
present  ships  of  war.  I  will  go  no  further.  I 
tell  you,  sir,  naval  victoriee  in  the  end  would 
prove  fatal  to  the  United  States;  the  conse- 
quences which  have  uniformly  foUowed  in  other 
countries  must  take  place  here.  If  the  United 
States  shall  determine  to  augment  their  navy, 
so  as  to  rival  those  of  Europe,  the  public  debt 
will  become  permanent ;  ^ect  taxes  will  be 
perpetual;  the  paupers  of  the  country  will 
be  increased ;  the  nation  will  be  bankrupt ;  and, 
I  fear,  the  tragedy  will  end  in  a  revolution. 

Mr.  MoKkb  rose,  with  deference,  to  perform 
a  duty  which  he  owed  to  his  constituents,  by 
delivering  his  sentiments  on  the  very  important 
subject  before  the  oonunittee,  thoughhe  oon- 
fessed  himself  very  inadequate  to  do  justice  to 
it.  He  deemed  the  question  of  great  magni- 
tude; as  he  feared,  if  we  were  to  proved 
to  build  up  a  larae  naval  establii^ment,  it 
would  affect  the  destinies  of  this  nation  to 
the  latest  posterity. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has  said, 
that  he  has  sreat  preiudices  to  encounter.  Mr. 
MoKee  would  have  thought  that  the  deliberate 
opinion  of  a  minority  of  Congress,  expressed 
lopon  more  than  one  occasion,  was  entitled  to  a 
more  respectful  term  Hhsu  pr^tidieeB.  Those 
decisions  proceeded  from  the  honest  convictions 
of  some  of  the  best  friends  of  the  country. 

Mr.  MoK.  denied  this  doctrine,  that  "  it  is 
demonstrably  dear  that  this  nation  is  inevitably 


destmed  to  be  a  naval  power  f  and  he  beBered 
that,  if  the  attempt  were  made  to  oiake  it  sDch, 
it  would  prove  the  destruction  of  oar  hxpgj 
constitution.  He  would  proceed  to  show  od 
what  ground  he  supported  the  opinion  that  tL« 
maintenance  of  a  permanent  naval  establish- 
ment would  prove  ruinous  to  this  ooiuitij. 
For  this  purpose,  he  diould  be  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  submitting  some  calculations  to  the 
House;  for,  though  he  had  heard  a  course  <tf 
this  kind  condemned,  as  fit  only  for  the  coootp 
ing-house  of  the  merchant,  he  considered  it  le 
the  most  conducive  to  correct  legislation.  It  is 
certainly  a  matter  of  just  calculation,  when  we 
are  called  upon  to  establish  a  permanent  nAvy, 
to  show  that  such  an  institution  woold  eod 
more  tl^ui  any  advantages  to  be  derived  from  it 
would  compensate. 

[Here  the  Speaker  •went  into  detailed  ilatemcBtB, 
taken  from  the  anlheiitic  reports  of  the  Ncvy  D^ut- 
ment,  showing  the  enonnons  expense  of  bmldiag  cm 
ships,  and  the  enonnons  expense  of  repairs ;  the  groit 
expense  of  manning  and  equipping  them,  sad  tht 
pay  of  officers  idle  at  home  while  the  ship  wu  rottiig 
which  cost  so  much,  and  which,  at  the  time  itvu 
bnilt,  it  was  morally  certain  would  have  nothing  to 
do  nnm  it  rotted.] 

Mr.  McE.  had  said,  this  nation  was  not  des- 
tined, under  the  present  constitution,  to  be  t 
great  naval  power ;  and  he  maintained  thit  the 
statements  which  he  had  exhibited— and  which 
he  believed,  for  the  purposes  of  alignment, 
would  be  found  substantially  correct,  when 
tested  by  experience — went  conclnsireiT  to 
show  that  the  expenses  of  the  naval  eetAbhsh- 
ment  of  ten  frigates  and  twelve  seTentr-toDr 
gun  ships,  now  proposed  to  be  buHt,  ooold  not 
be  supported  without  permanent  internal  taxes, 
and  a  constant  increase  of  the  public  debt  snd 
annual  expenditure.  And  if  the  sfstemwM 
gone  into,  to  the  extent  contemglatoi  by  the 
gentieman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  GHim)of 
building  forty  frigates  and  twen^-fiveserentj- 
four  gunship^  wMch  he  admitted  wodd  be  ne- 
cessary to  reheve  the  naval  establishment  from 
comparative  inefficiency,  the  annual  expenses  of 
the  Government  with  such  a  eystem  (asalresdy 
shown)  would  be  more  than  $25,000,000,  which 
would  rapidly  increase  the  pubUc  burdens,  and 
entail  on  this  country  that  fatal  system  which 
has  almost  ruined  the  British  Empire. 

The  gentieman  from  South  Carolina  (¥r. 
Chs  vis)  takes  it  for  granted  that  our  commerce 
can  be  effectually  protected  by'a  navy ;  and  as- 
suming this  fifust,  he  proceeds  to  show  that 
every  portion  of  the  American  people  are 
equally  interested  in  the  building  a  nayr,  be- 
cause all  are  more  or  less  interested  in  protect- 
ing commerce. 

But,  the  fact  is,  that  navies  have  never  been 
considered  as  adequate  to  the  complete  prote^ 
tion  of  commerce.  Look,  said  he,  at  the  atna- 
tion  of  the  Old  World,  in  times,  to  them,  more 
proeperousthan  the  present!    Whatistheftctr 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DBBATBS  OF  C0N0BE8S. 


486 


jAmXABT,  1812.] 


Naval 


[H.  o»  R. 


Holland,  with  almost  no  navy,  possessed  an  ex- 
tensive and  profitable  commerce;  and  Spain, 
aboat  the  same  period,  with  a  large  and  power- 
ful fleet,  had  no  commerce. 

Bat  the  mtoation  of  Europe  is,  in  all  respects, 
different  from  oars.  The  Governments  of  Eu- 
rope are  surrounded  by  rival  powers,  who  are 
mostly  enga^  in  war  with  each  other,  while 
we  are  happily  far  removed  from  them  all,  and' 
have  no  neighbors  to  annoy  us.  Therefore, 
arguments  drawn  from  the  Old  World  are 
wholly  inapplicable  to  this  country,  because 
their  situation  and  form  of  Government  are  alto- 
gether unlike  ours.  And  when  we  turn  our  eyes 
fii[>m  foreign  Governments  to  our  own,  we  find 
that  no  people  since  Adam  were  ever  more 
prosperous  or  more  happy  than  the  American 
people  have  been  for  the  eight  or  ten  years 
previous  to  the  year  1808.  Frivate  fortunes 
have  been  accumulated  with  unequalled  ease 
and  rapidity ;  commerce  has  prospered  beyond 
example ;  agriculture  has  flourished  ;  and  the 
revenue  abundant,  beyond  the  wants  of  the 
Government  And  did  this  state  of  prosperity 
exist  at  a  time  when  your  commerce  was  pro- 
tected by  vessels  of  wart  No;  but  at  a  time 
when  your  navy  was  out  of  use ;  and  in  propor- 
tion to  the  increase  of  your  naval  expenditure, 
in  the  same  proportion  has  your  commerce  de- 
creased. The  protection  of  commerce  is  the  only 
ostenfidble  object  for  which  navies  are  created, 
while  power  and  conquest  are  the  main  objects. 
Show  me,  said  Mr.  McK.,  a  nation  possessed  of 
a  large  navy,  and  I  will  show  you  a  nation  al- 
ways at  war.  When  has  England  been  at 
peace  with  all  the  world,  since  she  became  a 
great  naval  power?  Such  instances  in  British 
history  were  so  rare,  and  of  such  short  dura- 
tion, O^they  existed  at  all,)  that  he  could  not 
answer  the  question ;  and  he  believed  it  would 
be  difficult  for  the  ingenuity  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Ghevss)  to  answer 
it  It  is  true,  that  England,  the  greatest  naval 
power  in  the  world,  is  also  the  most  commer- 
cial ;  and  it  was  not  to  be  doubted  that  her 
commerce  received  aid  from  her  navy,  though 
it  owed  its  extent  principally  to  the  industry 
and  consequent  wealth  of  the  nation.  But 
England  has  other  and  fiur  more  important  ob- 
jects to  effect  by  her  navy  than  that  of  protect- 
ing commerce.  Her  insular  situation  renders 
it  necessary  for  her  protection,  and  she  keeps 
it  up  for  the  purposes  of  war  and  dominion. 
England  would  destroy  her  navy  to-morrow,  if 
the  x^otection  of  commerce  was  her  only  ob- 
ject ;  because  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  ex- 
pense of  keeping  up  her  navy  exceeds  die 
profits  of  that  commerce  which  it  is  said  to 
protect.  Navies,  therefore,  must  be  considered 
as  instruments  of  power,  rather  than  as  the 
means  of  protecting  commerce.  Thev  are  the 
vfle  ofi^ring  of  those  nations  where  the  power 
and  grandeur  of  the  Government  is  every  thing, 
and  the  people  are  nothins  but  slaves! 

Mr.  MdK.  having  stated  that  a  navy  was  an 
instrument  of  power,  rather  than  a  means  of 


protecting  commerce,  in  order  to  show  that  this 
opinion  was  not  a  mere  vagary  of  his  own  im- 
agination, but  the  deliberate  opinion  of  some  of 
the  wisest  men  of  this  country,  most  solemnly 
pronounced,  he  would  beg  leave  to  read  a  docu- 
ment, which  he  hoped  would  have  weight  with 
some  ffentlemen  of  the  committee.  It  is  taken 
from  uie  celebrated  instructions  of  the  Virginia 
Legislature,  of  1801,  to  their  Senators  in  Con- 
gress, and  is  said  to  have  come  from  the  pen  of 
the  present  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United 
States ;  and  he  believed  he  could  venture  to  say, 
that  no  Legislature  ever  possessed  more  talents 
than  were  drawn  together  into  tiie  Virginia  As- 
sembly on  that  occasion.  After  having  noticed 
other  subjects,  in  speaking  of  the  navy,  they  say : 

**  With  imect  to  the  Navy,  it  may  be  proper  to 
remind  jou^  uiat,  whatever  may  be  the  proposed  ob- 
ject of  its  establishmenty  or  whatever  may  be  the 
prospect  of  temporary  advantages  resulting  there- 
trom,  it  18  demonstrated  by  the  experience  of  all  na- 
tions who  have  ventored  far  into  naval  policy,  that 
such  prospect  is  ultimately  delusive  ;  and  that  a  navy 
has  ever,  in  practice,  been  known  more  as  an  instm- 
ment  of  power,  a  source  of  expense,  and  an  occasion 
of  coUisions  and  wars  with  other  nations,  than  as  an 
instrument  of  defence,  of  economy,  or  of  protection  to 
oommeroe.  Nor  is  there  any  nation,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  General  Assembly,  to  whose  circttmstan- 
oes  this  remark  is  more  applicable  than  to  the  United 
States.'* 

These  opinions  may,  now,  however,  be  oon- 
ddered  as  old-fushioned ;  but  being  himself  an 
old-fashioned  man,  he  confessed  he  wqs  more 
pleased  with  them  than  with  the  new  political 
doctrines  preached  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Cheves)  to  the  House  and  the 
nation.  It  might,  however,  possibly  be  the 
fact,  that  he  (Mr.  McE.)  was  wrong,  and  only 
indulged  taici&it  prejtULiees^  and  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  right ;  and  if  such  were 
the  case,  he  could  only  say,  in  his  own  defence, 
that,  under  the  influence  of  those  old  doctrines, 
the  American  people  had  ei^oyed  a  state  of 

Prosperity  and  happiness  unparalleled  in  the 
istoiy  of  man — a  state  of  prosperity  which  he 
feared  he  would  never  see  equalled.  He  look- 
ed back  on  those  days  of  happy  prosperity  with 
the  same  feelings  of  mournful  regret  with  which 
he  looked  back  to  the  days  of  his  youth,  fearins 
that  they,  like  the  days  of  his  youth,  would 
never  again  return— especially  if  the  Navy 
mania  should  prevail. 

Establish  a  navy,  said  Mr.  McE.  and  this 
country  may  bid  &rewellto  peace ;  because  you 
thereby  organize  a  class  of  society  who  are  in- 
terested in  creating  and  keeping  up  wars  and 
contention.  Officers  in  the  Navy  and  Army 
are  mere  cyphers  in  society  in  times  of  peace, 
and  are  only  respectable  in  time  of  war,  when 
wealth  and  fame  may  await  their  exertions. 
They  are,  therefore^  interested  in  keeping  up  a 
state  of  war;  and  being  invested  with  the 
management  of  an  instrument  of  war,  it  is  to  be 
expec^ted  that  it  will  be  used  in  some  degree  to 
answer  their  own  purposes  ?    No  man  who  will 
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reflect  for  a  moment,  but  most  be  satisfied  that 
the  disgraceftil  and  lawless  conduct  of  the  Brit* 
ish  naT£^  officers  on  our  coast  originated  in  a 
desire  on  their  part  to  bring  on  a  war  with  this 
country,  in  which  they  looked  forward  to  large 
dividends  of  pri^e  money ;  and  these  acts  were 
contrary  to  the  wish  and  expectation  of  Great 
Britain ;  in  one  instance  the  act  was  disavowed ; 
and  it  may  be  asked  why  were  the  officers  not 
punished  who  acted  contrary  to  the  wishes  of 
the  Government  ?  The  answer  is  obvious ;  be- 
cause the  influence  of  the  Navy  in  England  is  so 
predominant  that  the  Government  are  afraid  to 
touch  the  subject,  and  the  consequence  is,  that 
the  Government  are  compelled  to  bear  the 
odium  of  acts  which  they  disapprove ;  and  the 
same  cause  which  has  produced  this  effect  in 
England,  if  permitted  to  operate,  will  produce 
a  sunilar  effect  in  this  country. 

Our  little  Navy  has  already  contributed  much 
towards  the  irritation  which  exists  between 
this  country  and  England ;  and  under  any  other 
President  than  Mr.  Jefferson,  it  would  have 
brought  on  a  war  in  1807.  And  what  real 
beneht  has  resulted  from  it  to  the  Government  ? 
Has  a  picaroon  or  a  buccaneer  ever  been  chas- 
tised by  them  ?  If  they  have,  he  had  no  recol- 
lection of  the  case ;  he  had  seen  indeed  para- 
graphs in  the  newspapers  mentioning  that  the 
fri^te  President,  or  some  one  of  the  vessels, 
had  sailed  from  the  navy-yard  to  Norfolk,  from 
thence  to  New  York,  and  finally  arrived  safe  at 
Boston ;  but  for  what  purpose  he  was  totally 
ignorant,  unless,  indeed,  it  was  to  sail  back 
again,  and  furnish  the  materials  for  a  new  arti- 
cle for  the  newspapers ;  and  for  these  eminent 
services,  the  American  people  have  already  paid 
about  $80,000,000. 


Tuesday,  January  21. 
Nawil  EBtablishmmt 

The  House  agaiu  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  concerning  the 
Naval  Establishment. 

Mr.  Johnson  said :  I  do  not  know,  sir,  why  I 
should  regret  the  discussion  of  any  subject  in 
this  place,  when  I  recollect  that  each  member 
is  under  the  same  obligations  of  duty  and  re- 
sponsibility. It  has  been  said  that  no  member 
would  be  thanked  for  his  vote  in  favor  of  this 
bill — and,  fearless  of  censure,  I  shall  oppose 
this  attempt  to  lay  the  foundation,  and  to 
pledge  the  property  of  the  people  for  naval 
systems,  as  ruinous  to  the  finances  of  the  conn- 
try,  as  it  will  be  destructive  to  the  peace  of  the 
nation.  After  every  effort  in  my  power,  I  could 
not  suppress  the  sensation  of  sorrow,  that  Oon- 
gress  should  be  distracted  with  a  subject  that 
would  Justly  excite  alarm  throughout  the  na- 
tion, even  in  the  hours  of  profound  tranquillity. 
I  have  looked  to  the  Treasury  reports,  and  I  see 
a  national  debt  of  about  fifty  millions  of  dollars. 
I  look  to  the  aggressions  of  England,  and  I  find 
we  have  been  dnven  to  the  necessity  of  creating 
A  great  and  expensive  military  force  to  avenge 


our  wrongs  and  to  expel  the  enemy  fW>m  her 
North  American  colonies.    I  look  to  the  argu- 
ments of  the  advocates  of  this  pernicious  system, 
and  thev  acknowledge  that  we  are  driven  to  the 
brink  of  a  war  that  will  require  loans  and  taxes, 
and  end  in  a  new  debt  of  at  least  fifty  millions 
of  dollars — and  undffl'  these  circmnstances,  when 
we  are  upon  the  heels  of  a  second  reTolntico, 
when  the  people  are  likely  to  be  most  pressed 
for  the  ways  and  means  to  carry  on  the  war 
with  vigor  and  certain  snocess,  the  roinons  sys- 
tem of  a  great  navy  is  pressed  upon  ns^    Upon 
the  return  of  a  second  peace,  when  the  British 
possessions  shall  be  incorporated  into  the  Union, 
and  our  army  disbanded — ^when  oommeroe  shall 
be  restored,  and  a  surplus  of  revenue  in  the 
Treasury — after  meeting  the  demands  of  the 
Government,  with  more  propriety  might  the 
question  be  presented  for  consideraticHL    I  be- 
lieve, sir,  since   the  political  reformation  in 
1801,  the  question  of  building  a  navy  bad  never 
been  before  presented  directly  to  the  considenh 
tion  of  Congress.    When  Mi,  Jefferson,  that 
illustrious  character,  presided  over  the  destinies 
of  the  United  States,  why  was  not  this  naiy- 
building  proposed  t    Then  we  had  a  revenue  of 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars  annually,  and  a  sor- 
plus  in  the  Treasury.    No,  sir,  such  a  systen 
had  been  put  down  too  recently — the  struggles 
against  a  navy  in  *98-9  were  not  forgotten.    I 
deny  the  capacity  of  the  United  States  to  mam- 
tain  a  navy  without  oppression  to  the  grett 
mass  of  the  community  in  the  persons  of  tax- 
gatherers;  and  if  a  great  navy  could  be  main- 
tained, it  would  be  more  than  useless — it  wodd 
be  dangerous  to  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  this 
nation.    I  was  in  favor  of  repairing  and  pattiog 
into  service  the  whole  of  our  naval  force,  coo- 
sisting  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  gunboats 
and  upwards  of  fifteen  frigates  and  sm&er  war 
vessels ;  because  this  naval  force,  united  with  oar 
fortifications,  would  give  security  to  our  coasts 
and  harbors,  protect  our  coasting  trade,  and 
would  be  important  in  the  present  crisis  to  <v- 
operate  with  privateers  and  individual  enter- 
prise against  the  commerce  and  plunder  of 
Great  Britain.    But  this  is  not  the  object  of  the 
bill    It  contemplates  and  embraces  a  navy  to 
protect  our  commerce  in  distant  seas  as  well  as 
at  home,  and  which  cannot  cost  leas  than 
twenty  or  thirty  millions  to  aooomplish;  and, 
when  built,  would  entail  upon  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  the  annual  expense  (^fif- 
teen millions  of  dollars,*  equal  to  the  amount  of 
our  whole  revenue  in  me  most  prosperooa  yean 
of  conunerce  under  the  administration  of  Mr. 
Jefferson,  and  double  the  amount  of  our  present 
financial  income.    It  is  the  system,  as  well  as 
the  expense,  that  I  ol^ect  to ;  and  while  I  am 
ready  as  any  man  to  keep  a  small  naval  force, 
to  be  confined  to  the  protection  of  our  maritime 


*  The  aniiiMl  ezpense  of  our  navy  almdy  0  W  *"'*' 
flileon  milUons  of  doUan  par  umnm ;  and  jet  all  tkatve 
haye  got  is  oslj  the  bagliinlDg— the  men  oommeneeBMil.  tf 
naval  power  is  intended. 
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firontiers,  as  well  as  I  am  to  keep  up  a  small 
land  force,  to  protect  oar  territorial  frontiers, 
I  wiU  not  vote  one  cent  for  a  system  of  naval 
force  which  is  destined  to  keep  foreign  nations 
in  check  in  distant  seas,  and  destined  to  entail 
npon  this  http^j  Government  perpetual  taxes 
and  a  perpetually-increasing  national  deht.  The 
people  will  not  support  such  a  Naval  EstabUsh- 
ment — ^they  have  the  corrective  in  their  hands; 
and  build  this  fleet  of  twenty  seventy-fours  and 
forty  frigates,  and  the  people  will  in  their  turn 
put  them  down.  But,  sir,  we  are  told  that  we 
are  a  commercial  people,  and  that  you  cannot  re- 
strain a  spirit  of  enterprise  in  our  citizens  which 
is  limited  only  by  the  polar  snows  to  the  North 
and  the  icy  mountuns  to  the  South.  No  person 
has  attempted  to  damp  that  gallant  spirit,  that 
mercantile  enterprise — such  adventurous  voy- 
ages have  been  fostered  and  cherished  by  every 
means  in  the  power  of  the  Government.  But, 
sir,  has  this  unparalleled  enterprise,  this  gallant 
spirit,  been  carried  on  by  a  navy  t  Such  a  thing 
has  never  been  thought  of,  which  proves  that 
this  question  of  a  navy  has  no  connection  with 
this  commercial  enterprise ;  and  the  existence 
of  one  without  the  other,  is  positive  proof  of 
the  fact  But  it  is  also  said,  that  agriculture 
and  commerce  are  twin  sisters,  and  the  learned 
gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Mitohill) 
will  not  allow  a  more  distant  connection.  I 
have  no  objection  to  such  a  union,  and  I  did 
expect  that  it  would  have  been  demonstrated 
what  was  the  real  relationship  between  these 
twin  sisters  and  a  permanent  navy ;  whether  it 
is  that  of  consin-german,  brother  or  husband. 
As  these  subjects  have  not  been  identified,  I 
must  be  permitted  to  say  that  there  is  no  con- 
nection— unless  under  the  disguise  of  protection, 
the  navy  would  be  the  destroyer  both  of  com- 
merce and  agriculture — ^by  taxes  upon  the  one 
and  constant  war  upon  the  theatre  of  the  other. 
The  advocates  of  a  navy  need  not  expect  to 
cover  the  deformity  and  danger  of  the  system 
by  teUing  the  people  they  are  friends  to  the  pro- 
tection of  commerce — ^and  that  those  who  oppose 
it  are  ready  to  relinquiah  our  rights  upon  iJie 
ocean.  No,  sir,  this  will  not  do.  Tney  will 
ask  if  our  commerce,  as  great  as  it  has  been, 
was  ever  protected  by  a  navy.  They  will  look 
at  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money — ^they 
wijl  see  twenty-nine  millions  of  dollars  expend- 
ed npon  our  present  Naval  Establishment ;  and 
tiiough  they  may  not  complain  of  that  prodigal 
waste  of  public  money  upon  so  small  a  naval 
force,  they  will  look  to  the  effects  produced  by 
this  power,  and  they  will  refuse  to  augment  it, 
until,  indeed,  the  Peace  Establishment  shall  re- 

2uire  augmentation.  The  people  wUl  look  to 
lie  votes  of  this  House,  and  they  will  see  the 
opposers  of  a  navy  willing  at  this  moment  to 
avenge  the  depredation  upon  our  commerce  and 
neutral  rights  by  actual  hostility.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  give  up  our  rights,  whether  upon 
the  ocean  or  upon  land,  whether  commercial  or 
persona] ;  but  I  may  differ  in  the  means  of  aveng- 
ing these  wrongs^  and  vindicating  those  rights, 


and  I  shall  ever  differ  from  those  who  wish  a 
navy  to  ride  triumphant  in  distant  seas,  and, 
under  a  pretext  of  protection  to  commerce,  doom 
the  nation  to  galling  hnrdens  too  intolerable  to 
be  borne.  But  we  are  told,  sir,  that  this  ques- 
tion partakes  of  the  character  of  a  self-evident 
proposition.  Indeed,  sir,  and  in  what  respect  is 
it  entitled  to  this  definition  of  self-evident  ?  Un- 
less, indeed,  from  every  consideration  of  history, 
experience  and  reason,  it  is  evident  that  a  navy 
is  an  engine  of  power  and  ambition,  calculated 
to  embroil  a  nation  in  quarrels  and  wars,  and  to 
fix  permanent  wretchedness  upon  the  industrious 
class  of  the  people.  When  we  look  to  the  de- 
legation from  each  State,  we  find«  difference  in 
sentiment  upon  this  subject,  whether  lying  on 
the  seaboard  or  distant  from  it. 

The  chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee  has 
attempted  to  make  us  believe  that  a  navy  is  the 
anchor  of  our  hopes,  and  I  dare  venture  to  say, 
his  eloquent  colleague  (Mr.  Williams)  will  in 
due  time  denounce  it  as  the  most  abominable 
system — ^always  employed  in  the  fell  purposes 
of  outrage,  plunder,  war,  and  death.  The  same 
division  of  sentiment  exists  in  Massachusetts  as 
to  this  destructive  and  expensive  establishment. 
And,  sir,  let  me  not  omit  to  mention,  the  senti- 
ments of  the  Bepublicans  of  '98-9  were  not 
only  entitled  to  the  love  and  confidence  of  the 
people,  but  worthy  of  .our  imitation.  Nor  will 
1  omit  the  resolutions  of  the  Virdnia  Legisla- 
ture in  opposition  to  a  navy,  when  they  re- 
monstrated against  measures  which  they  con- 
sidered ruinous  to  the  freedom  of  the  United 
States — nor  is  my  respect  for  those  opinions 
lessened,  although  many  Bepublicans  in  Con- 
gress at  this  time,  and  men  of  talents,  have 
become  great  advocates  for  a  navy,  and  I  will 
put  it  to  the  people  whose  opinions  are  entitled 
to  their  approbation,  whether  a  navy  beyond 
the  peace  establii^ment  is  ruinous,  or  the  rock 
of  our  safety. 

Leaving  the  division  <^  sentiment  in  our 
country,  let  us  advert  to  ancient  and  modem 
history,  and  search  for  examples  upon  this  im- 
portant subject  And  here,  sir,  I  will  take  this 
position,  and  defy  history  for  an  example,  that 
no  great  naval  power  ever  confined  their  naval 
strength  to  the  legitimate  object  of  protecting 
commerce  in  distant  seas.  I  will  refer  to  Tyre 
and  Sidon,  Crete  and  Rhodes,  to  Athens  and  to 
Carthage.  No  sooner  had  these  nations  ceased 
to  confine  their  naval  strength  to  their  maritime 
defence  at  home,  to  the  protection  of  their  sea- 
coast,  than  they  were  engaged  in  plunder, 
piracy,  depredations  upon  other  nations,  or  in- 
volved in  wars,  which  certainly  accelerated,  £f 
it  did  not  produce,  the  downfall  and  destruction 
of  those  governments.  Peace  and  tranquillity 
is  not  the  natural  state  of  a  great  naval  power. 
A  disregard  of  public  law,  sacred  treaties,  and 
hloodshed,  would  suit  it  better ;  and  it  has  been 
and  ever  will  be,  the  consequences  of  such  force. 
These  nations  furnish  another  example  and  in- 
structive lesson  to  the  present  generation — ^that 
while  their  commerce  and  navy  furnished  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


498 


ABRIDaMENT  OF  THE 


H.  OF  R.] 


[Javuaet,  1811 


small  part  of  the  people  with  the  luxuries  of 
every  country  at  that  time  knowi^  the  great 
mass  of  citizens  at  home  were  miserahle  and 
oppressed.  Their  rights  neglected,  their  hardens 
inoreased^  and  their  happiness  destroyed,  while 
their  fleets  and  eztemai  grandenr  carried  aston- 
ishment and  terror  to  distant  nations.  When  a 
nation  pnts  forth  her  strength  npon  the  ocean, 
the  interior  of  the  country  will  be  neglected 
and  oppressed  with  contribntions.  ^cient 
history  does  not  furnish  a  soUtaxy  instance  of 
any  permanent  good,  or  long  continuance  of 
peace  arising  from  a  great  naval  supremacy; 
such  overgrown  power,  such  unnatural  strength, 
must  feed  upon  plunder,  at  home  and  abroad. 
When  we  come  to  modem  nations  we  have 
proof  before  us  of  the  positions  I  have  taken. 
We  have  been  told  of  Holland,  as  a  people  ex- 
isting in  a  most  flourishing  state  of  prosperous 
commerce  without  a  navy  to  protect  it,  and  we 
have  been  told  of  Spain  as  a  naval  power  with- 
out commerce  to  protect.  But  leaving  these 
examples,  let  us  look  at  France  and  Great 
Britain;  we  here  have  examples  before  our 
eyes :  we  need  no  history ;  the  &ots  are  before  us. 
Aomit  that  Great  Britain,  with  her  thousand 
vessels,  could  protect  her  lawftil  commerce,  let 
me  asl^  if  her  navy  has  ever  been  confined  to 
that  object;  whether  it  is  confined  to  that  object 
at  this  time ;  whether  her  navv  has  not  fattened 
upon  the  spoils  of  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  and 
America,  and  the  commerce  of  neutral  nations, 
making  war  equally  upon  Mends  and  enemies. 
Her  navy,  triumphant  in  every  sea,  is  employed 
in  a  system  of  plunder  against  the  world,  and, 
notwithstanding  this  supremacy,  we  see  her 
citizens  groaning  under  a  national  debt  of  eight 
hundred  millions  of  pounds  sterling,  more  than 
all  the  nations  of  the  universe  could  pay.  We 
see  her  upon  the  precipice  of  bankruptcy — we 
see  her  people,  her  numerous  subjects,  loaded 
with  taxes,  that  would  astonish  any  man  who 
did  not  know  the  fact — ^notwithstanding  this, 
the  public  debt  is  daily  increasing,  and  it  is  now 
acknowledged  by  all  the  world  that  she  is  fight- 
ing for  her  existence— victorious  at  sea  and  safe 
at  home  from  invadon,  and  still  her  very  exist- 
ence iB  at  stake.  Sir,  I  never  wish  to  see  the 
liberties  of  my  country  afloat  upon  the  ocean 
and  staked  upon  the  strength  of  a  navy.  Look 
at  France,  separated  from  her  enemy  by  a  nar- 
row channel,  without  vessels  to  meet  the  fleets 
of  England  on  the  water,  and  still  she  is  unable 
to  burn  the  sei^rt  towns  of  France  or  invade 
the  French  territories,  or  in  any  way  to  make 
an  impresnon  upon  her.  Populous  and  power- 
ffH  npon  land,  nothing  but  the  imperial  despot- 
ism that  exists  throughout  that  vast  empire, 
prevents  the  country  from  being  the  most  en- 
viable residence  upon  the  globe,  except  our  own 
favored  land.  Let  not  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  therefore  stake  their  existence 
upon  navies,  let  us  not  withdraw  the  protecting 
hand  of  Government  from  the  soil ;  let  us  not 
increase  the  burdens  of  the  people,  and  weigh 
them  down  with  a  public  debt  to  support  exter- 


nal grandeur.  Do  not  by  this  system  destrof 
the  affections  and  attachments  of  the  solid  and 
honest  part  of  the  community,  who  soppoit  the 
government  of  the  country. 

Sir,  the  report  of  tiie  Naval  Oommittee  lias 
assumed  principles  as  erroneous  as  they  are  novel 
-^that  the  protection  of  maritime  oommeroe 
was,  above  all  other  objects,  the  first  and  the 
greatest  consideration  which  kid  the  foimdi- 
tion  for  the  present  constitution.  There  is  doUi« 
ing  to  warrant  such  a  podtion ;  and  no  reason 
does  exist  why  our  commercial  rights  should 
have  been  better  secured  than  the  o&er  various 
rights  and  interests  embraced  by  that  eharter 
of  our  independence.  In  the  specific  grants  of 
powers,  Congress  has  the  authority  to  regnkte 
conamerce  with  foreign  nations,  with  the  se? snl 
States,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes ;  not  giTing 
preference  in  language  to  foreign  over  State  aad 
domestic  commerce.  I  will  admit,  sir,  that  our 
commercial  rights  formed  one  of  the  piimaiy 
considerations — ^not  more  primary  than  the 
rights  of  agriculture  and  manofactorea,  nor  the 
rights  of  property,  the  rights  of  persons,  pro- 
tection from  foreign  invasion  and  a^^resaoDfOr 
from  internal  foes.  These  rights  were  eqnaUr 
important,  and  notices  the  consideradoiis  whia 
strengthened  the  bonds  of  the  Union.  And  if 
any  consideration  had  a  preference,  it  aroee 
from  considerations  of  peace  and  war! 

When  I  look  into  the  preamble  ci  the  eouti- 
tution,  which  to  be  sure  is  no  specific  grant  of 
power,  but  is  an  interpretation  of  the  objects 
of  that  great  charter  of  our  Union,  I  find  it 
was  to  establish  justice,  insure  domestic  tran- 
quillity, provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  wei&re,  and  to  secure  the  blesaogsof 
liberty,  that  the  constitution  was  adopted;  aad 
although  maritime  commerce  has  only  a  co- 
equal right  with  all  others,  still,  the  greatest 
means  and  resources  of  the  Government  have 
been  directed  to  its  protection.  And  still  it 
would  seem,  if  we  do  not  ruin  the  nation  hj 
the  establishment  of  a  navy,  we  wiah  to  make 
encroachments  upon  commerce,  to  damp  the 
commercial  spirit.  And  this  we  are  told  in  the 
face  of  &cts  which  appear  upon  record,  and  in 
the  face  of  every  expensive  war  measore  nov 
taken  and  adopted.  Sir,  in  a  ocdonial  sUte,  it 
was  a  duty  upon  tea  that  waa  the  immediate 
cause  of  a  war,  which  was  bloody  indeed,  and 
continued  upwards  of  seven  years;  a  conflSot 
which  has  no  parallel  in  history  as  to  its  be- 
ginning and  termination.  And  at  this  moment, 
violations  of  our  neutral  rights  upon  the  oeean 
is  a  primary  cause  why  we  are  about  to  wa^  a 
second  war  with  Great  Britain ;  and  still  we 
are  gravely  told  that  we  are  nnwilling  to  pro- 
tect commerce,  and  that  we  are  ready  to  aban- 
don it,  because  we  will  not  vote  away  the  sab- 
stance  of  the  people  upon  a  system  of  policy 
which  must  rum  the  nation  if  not  crushed  ia 
its  infancy.  The  constitution  says,  CoogTWS 
shall  have  the  power  to  provide  and  mamtaa 
a  navy.  And  this  has  been  read.  So  has  it 
authorized  Coogreas  to  raise  and  8app<viiBBia% 
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to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  and  declare  war;  but 
the  constitntioQ  does  not  fix  the  limit  of  these 
powers,  and  all  are  liable  to  abuse.  And  the 
convention  did  n6t  suppose  that  any  Congress 
wonld  so  far  abuse  these  powers  as  to  keep 
either  a  standing  army  in  time  of  peace,  which 
must  endanger  me  liberties  of  the  people,  or  a 
permanent  navy,  that  would  involve  us  in  con- 
tinual wars  wiiti  other  nations,  and  permanent 
taxes  upon  the  people.  A  reasonable  neace 
establishment  to  protect  our  maritime  ana  ter- 
ritorial frontier,  consistent  with  strict  economy, 
must  have  been  contemplated ;  and  this  force;, 
naval  and  military,  we  nave  maintain^ ;  and 
we  are  as  secure  as  a  nation  can  expect  to 
be  from  savages  or  a  maritime  foe.  There 
would  be  as  much  reason  why  we  should  keep 
in  pay  five  hundred  thousand  regular  troops  in 
time  of  peace,  as  your  twenty  vessels  of  seventy- 
four  guns  and  your  forty  frigates,  in  addition  to 
our  present  naval  force.  In  every  point  of 
view,  therefore,  a  permanent  navy  is  as  injuri- 
ous to  the  country  as  a  standing  army.  One 
will  endanger  your  liberties  by  conquest,  and 
the  other  by  wars  with  foreign  nations. 

But  I  am  asked,  how  will  you  contend  with 
a  maritime  nation,  without  a  navj^  Sir,  that 
question  is  as  easily  answered  as  me  first.  I 
will  ask,  how  we  succeeded  in  the  Revolutionary 
war  ?  We  were  without  any  security  upon  our 
seacoast,  and  still  we  succeeded.  But  to  be 
more  specific — I  would  grant  letters  of  marque 
and  reprisal,  and  authorize  privateering.  Give 
scope  to  individual  enterprise,  to  destroy  the 
commerce  of  the  enemy — which  can  be  done 
effectually.  I  would  fortify  our  seaport  towns ; 
station  our  gunboats  and  frigates  along  our 
coast,  to  protect  us  at  home.  And  in  this  way 
I  would  in  war  avenge  the  infractions  of  our 
neutral  rights. 

Mr.  LowxDES. — ^Mr.  Speaker,  in  one  opiuion 
expressed  by  the  honorable  gentleman  last  up, 
(Mr.  Johnson,)  I  can  concur.  The  constitution 
was  not  formed  for  the  exclusive  protection  of 
commerce,  but  for  the  defence  of  all  the  inter- 
ests of  the  United  States,  lliese  are  to  be  pro^ 
tected  by  the  whole  force  of  the  nation.  It'  he 
had  adhered  throughout  his  speech  to  this 
opinion,  the  question  would  have  been  narrow- 
ed to  the  inquiry,  by  what  means  shall  com- 
merce be  protected  ?  He  has  asserted  the  ade- 
quacy to  this  purpose  of  the  naval  force  which 
we  now  possess.  This  is,  indeed,  a  different 
view  of  the  subject  from  that  which  was  taken 
by  his  honorable  colleague..  We  were  told  but 
yesterday,  that  the  undivided  exertions  of  the 
United  States  could  not  give  them  a  navy  large 
enough  to  be.  useful.  To-day  the  ^ve  frigates 
which  we  have  in  commission  are  thought  suf- 
ficient if  properly  employed,  to  redress  all  our 
injuries.  The  death  of  Pierce  might  have  been 
revenged,  and  the  disgrace  of  the  Chesapeake 
obliterated,  if  these  five  frigates  had  been  sent 
a  cruising.  We  did  not  want  force,  but  spirit 
to  employ  it  Can  it  be  necessary  gravely  to 
answer  these  assertions  ?    May  I  not  trust  their 


confutation  to  that  general  knowledge  of  the 
subject  which  every  member  of  the  House  pos- 
sesses? Must  we  inquire  what  number  of 
British  vessels  have  been  lately  stationed  near 
our  coast,  or  what  greater  number  it  is  in  the 
power  of  England  to  station  there  ? 

But,  although  tlie  honorable  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  is  determined  to  d^end  commerce 
by  some  method  which  he  will  not  frdly  dis- 
close, his  arguments  like  those  of  my  honor- 
aUe  friend  from  Pennsylvania,  appeared  design- 
ed to  show  that  commerce  was  not  worth  de- 
fending.   After  the  full  discussion  of  this  sub- 
ject, produced  by  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations,  and  the  debates  at  every 
stage  of  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  army, 
the  House  might  have  supposed  that  this  question 
was  at  last  dismissed.    I  hope,  however,  to  be 
excused  for  remarking  that  both  these  gentle- 
men have  considered  the  profits  of  commerce 
as  confined  to  thd  merchant.    They  have  for- 
gotten that  commerce  implies  a  change  of  com- 
modities, in  which  the  merchant  is  only  an  in- 
termediate agent.    He  derives,  indeed,  a  profit 
from  the  transaction — ^but  so  must  t^e  seller 
and  the  buyer,  the  ^ower  and  the  consumer, 
or  they  would  not  engage  in  it.    So  must  all 
those  who  are  supported  by  their  own  industry 
in  conmiercial  cities — ^the  clerk,  the  artisan,  the 
common  laborer.     But  my  honorable  friend 
from  Pennsylvania  says  that  Mr.  Pitt  estimated 
the  profits  of  commerce  in  England  at  only 
twelve  millions  for  a  year,  in  which  the  naval 
expense  was  fourteen  or  sixteen  millions.    I 
suppose  this  estimate  to  have  been  made  in  re- 
lation to  the  income  tax,  and  it  obviously  must 
have  referred  only  to  the  profits  of  merchants. 
The  profits  of  merchants  may  be  computed,  but 
no  sober  financier  would  attempt  to  compute 
the  entire  profits  of  commerce.    If  it  be  de- 
sirable to  form,  not,  indeed,  an  estimate,  but 
some   conception  of  its  importance,  let    my 
hoi^orable  friend  compute  the  value  of  New 
York,  where  a  few  square  feet  of  land  are  an 
estate,  and  then  compare  it  with  the  value  of 
the  same  extent  of  ground  for  the  purposes  of 
the  plough.    But,  is  it  in  this  nation,  and  at 
this  time,  that  it  can  be  supposed  that  the  prof- 
its of  commerce  are  confined  to  the  merchant? 
Your  trade  was,  a  few  years  ago,  unrestrained 
and  flourishing — did  it  not  enrich  the  most  dis- 
tant parts  of  your  country  ?    It  has  since  been 
plundered  and  confined.  Does  not  the  industry 
of  the  country  lauguish?    Is  not  the  income  of 
every  man  impaired  ?  If  commerce  were  de- 
stroyed, the  mercantile  class,  indeed,  could  ex-  , 
ist  no  longer;  but  the  merchant,  the  rich  capi- 
talist, at  least,  would  individually  suffer  less 
than  any  other  part  of  the  community,  because, 
while  their  property  would  become  unproduc- 
tive, the  value  of  money  would  rise  rather  than 
fall. 

The  value  of  commerce,  then,  has  been 
strangely  misunderstood  by  these  gentlemen, 
who  suppose  that  they  have  calculated  it  so 
very  accurately.     But  whatever  may  be  its 
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yalne,  you  bave  already  determined  to  defend 
it.  Considerations  of  expense  are  not,  indeed, 
to  be  neglected.  We  mast  employ,  in  the  pros- 
ecution of  the  war,  the  cheapest  and  most 
e£&oacions  instruments  of  hostility  which  we 
can  obtain.  Bnt  the  arguments  of  the  honor- 
able gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  are  almost  all 
of  them  directed  against  the  war  rather  than 
the  navy.  It  wouJd  be  absurd,  say  they,  to 
protect  commerce  by  a  navy,  which  shoxdd  cost 
more  than  that  commerce  is  worth.  It  must  yet 
be  more  absurd,  then,  to  protect  it  by  an  army 
which  costs  much  more  than  the  navy.  In  the 
comparison  of  the  expenses  and  of  the  efficiency 
of  an  army  and  navy,  instituted  by  my  coUeague, 
there  is  nothing  invidious.  The  army  is 
acknowledged  to  be  necessary.  It  has  had  our 
votes.  But,  from  the  acknowledged  propriety 
of  raising  the  army,  was  fairly  inferred  tbe  pro- 
priety of  employing  a  navy,  if  it  should  be 
proved  to  be  less  expensive  in  proportion  to  its 
probable  efficacy.  War,  and  all  its  operations 
and  aJI  its  instruments,  must  be  expensive.  It 
is  difficult  to  determine  upon  the  expediency  of 
employing  any  of  these  instruments,  except  by 
oomptjing  it  with  some  other.  To  compute  the 
result  of  this  comparison,  the  honorable  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  must  show,  not  that  it  is 
more  expensive  to  maintain  a  navy  than  to  be 
without  one — ^not  that  it  is  more  expensive  to 
go  to  war  than  to  remain  at  peace,  (these  pro- 
positions they,  perhaps,  have  proved,)  but  that 
the  objects  proposed  to  be  attained  by  the  navy 
may  be  better  or  more  cheaply  attained  in  some 
otJier  way.  My  honorable  friend  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, then,  in  determining  not  to  foUow  my 
ooUea^e  in  the  investigation  of  the  compara- 
tive expense  of  different  kinds  of  force,  must 
have  determined  to  avoid  the  best,  and,  indeed, 
the  only  method  of  examination  rrom  which  a 
just  conclusion  could  be  deduced. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
however,  who  spoke  yesterday,  offered  objec- 
tions to  a  navy,  which,  if  they  were  weU  found- 
ed, would  supersede  all  further  reasoning  and 
calculation.  He  opposes  a  navy  now — he  will 
oppose  it  for  ever.  It  would  produce  no  pos- 
sible good  and  all  possible  evil.  It  would  in- 
fallibly destroy  the  constitution.  Will  the 
honorable  gentleman  tell  us  why?  how?  He 
sees  the  danger  clearly?  Will  he  explain  it? 
An  ambitious  General  might  corrupt  his  army, 
and  seize  the  Capitol — ^but  will  an  Admiraf  re- 
duce us  to  subjection  by  bringing  his  ships  up 
the  Potomac?  The  strongest  recommendation 
of  a  navy  in  free  Governments  has  hitherto 
been  supposed  to  be  that  it  was  capable  of  de- 
fending but  not  of  ttislaving  its  country.  The 
honorable  gentleman  has  discovered  that  this  is 
a  vulgar  error.  A  navy  is  really  much  more 
dangerous  than  an  army  to  public  liberty.  He 
voted  for  the  army  and  expressed  no  fears  for 
the  constitution.  But  a  navy  would  infalliblv 
terminate  in  aristocracy  and  monarchy.  Ail 
this  may  be  very  true.  But  are  -w»  unreason- 
able in  expecting,  before  we  give  up  the  old 


opinion,  to  hear  some  argument  in  favor  of  the 
new  one?  The  honorable  gentleman  has  as- 
serted his  propositions  very  distinctly.  We 
complain  only  uiat  he  has  not  proved  them. 

Yet  there  is  a  view  in  which  this  question  of 
a  navy  is,  indeed,  closely  connected  with  the 
constitution.  That  constitution  was  formed  by 
the  union  of  independent  States,  that  the 
strength  of  the  whole  might  be  employed  fur 
the  protection  of  every  part.  The  States  were 
not  ignorant  of  the  value  of  those  rights  which 
they  surrendered  to  the  General  Government, 
but  they  expected  a  compensation  for  their  re- 
linquishment in  the  increased  power  which 
would  be  employed  for  their  defence.  Suppose 
this  expectation  disappointed — suppose  tlte 
harbor  of  New  York  blodcaded  by  two  seventy- 
fours  ?  The  commerce  of  that  city,  wbi<di  ex- 
ists only  by  commerce,  destroyed?  The  pro- 
tection of  the  General  Government  chumtd  ? 
Your  Whole  navy  could  not  drive  these  English 
seventy-fours  from  their  station.  Woold  the 
brave  and  enterprising  people  of  New  York 
consent  to  see  their  capital  emptied  of  its  in- 
habitants, and  their  whole  country  beggared  by 
so  contemptible  a  force  ?  Their  own  exertions 
would  rais%  a  fleet  which  would  drive  off  the 
enemy  and  restore  their  city  to  its  owiieiK 
But)  when  a  single  State  shall  find  herself  able 
to  raise  a  greater  fleet  than  the  General  Gov- 
ernment can  or  will  employ  for  her  defence, 
can  it  be  expected  that  she  shall  consider  tLat 
Grovemment  as  essential  to  her  safety — as  en- 
titled to  her  obedience  ?  I  repeat  that  the  Fede- 
ral Constitution  was  instituted  by  the  States, 
that  the  strength  of  the  whole  might  be  com- 
bined for  the  protection  of  any  part  which 
shoxdd  be  attacked.  But  what  is  the  nature  of 
the  defence  which  one  of  our  large  States  may 
be  supposed  interested  to  obtain  from  the  Gene- 
ral Government  ?  Is  it  a  land  force  ?  We  c«n 
scarcely  expect  an  attack  on  land,  to  rep«l 
which  the  militia  of  New  York  or  Ma^chusetts 
would  be  unequal  Were  either  of  these  Stat«s 
attacked,  the  General  Government  would  protect 
her  bv  ordering  out  her  own  militia.  To  reader 
the  Union  permanent,  you  must  render  it  the 
interest  of  all  the  States,  the  large  as  well  as 
the  small,  to  maintain  it ;  you  must  show  them 
that  it  will  provide,  not  an  army  which  they 
can  have  without  it,  but  what  without  it  thej 
cannot  have — an  adequate  navy. 

The  honorable  gentleman  who  antidpatesthe 
destruction  of  the  constitution,  unless  we  shall 
neglect  one  of  the  great  interests  which  it  was 
intended  to  protect,  considers  the  Eo^ish 
Orders  in  Coimcil  as  leaving  our  institatx»» 
firm  and  untouched.  Regulations,  the  effect  of 
which  is  to  give  to  a  foreign  power  the  com- 
plete disposition  of  the  property  of  a  large  das8 
of  our  people,  are  it  seems  in  l^eir  political  re- 
sult innocent.  Although  every  citizen  who  ba» 
property  on  the  ocean  become  dep»dent  on 
the  English  Ministry,  become  their  subject,  our 
liberty  and  independence  are  (we  are  told)  im- 
impaired.    But  let  a  navy  be  raised— let  the 
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GoTerunent  which  ezpeots  obedience  proyide 
protection,  and  the  constitntion  perishes  I 

But  we  have  been  referred  particularly  by 
my  honorable  friend  from  PennBylvania  to  the 
experience  of  the  world,  as  having  already  de- 
dded  the  question  which  we  are  now  discuss- 
ing. It  seems  that  Venice  and  Genoa,  and 
every  other  naval  power  which  can  he  named, 
have  all  furnished  abundant  proof  of  the  ruin- 
ous effects  which  such  a  force  is  calculated  to 
produce.    Sir,  the  assertion  is  new.    I  do  not 

Eretend  to  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the 
istories  of  those  nations,  but  I  have  hitherto 
believed  that  the  first  great  shock  which  the 
power  of  Venice  received,  was  given  by  the 
League  of  Oambray — a  league  formed  to  repress 
her  ambition,  not  of  maritime,  but  of  territo- 
rial aggrandizement.  But,  whilst  Venice  has 
lost  her  independence,  after  maintaining  it  for 
&Ye  or  six  centuries,  may  I  ask  my  honorable 
friend  whether  the  States  of  Italy,  which  were 
never  oppressed  by  fleets,  had  enjoyed  a  longer 
term  of  prosperity  and  freedom  ?  As  to  Genoa 
— her  naval  power,  her  independence  and  glory, 
rose  and  sunk  with  the  same  man — Doria.  But 
Holland,  says  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
affords  an  example  of  a  nation,  whose  com- 
merce flourished  greatly  before  it  had  a  navy, 
and  decayed  while  her  navy  continued  power- 
ful If  there  ever  were  a  people,  whose  naval 
power  has  been  employed  to  protect  and  al- 
most to  create  their  commerce,  it  is  the  Dutch. 
They  fought  their  way  at  the  same  time  to 
trade  in  the  East  Indies  and  America,  and  to 
national  independence  in  Europe.  The  decay 
of  their  trade  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  develop- 
ment of  the  resources  of  other  nations;  to  the 
navigation  act  of  England;  and  the  similar 
measures  adopted  by  other  powers.  As  to 
France — ^the  period  of  her  greatest  financial 
profl|>erity  probably  coincided  with  that  of  her 
greatest  naval  power;  both  were  due  to  the 
administration  of  Colbert  But  the  evils  of 
a  navy  (gentlemen  tell  us)  have  been  con- 
centrated in  the  case  of  England.  With  all 
her  fleets  she  is  destined  soon  to  lose  her  inde- 
pendence. The  expense  of  those  fleets  has 
crushed  the  industry  of  her  subjects,  and  must 
soon  reduce  her  to  national  bankruptcy.  Let 
us  suppose  that  these  gentlemen,  who  have  been 
80  much  mistake  in  regard  to  Uie  past,  may  be 
more  accurate  in  their  narrative  of  the  future. 
Still  England  will  have  owed  to  her  fleets  her 
redemption  from  invasion  for  ages  past.  While 
every  other  considerable  nation  of  Europe  has 
been  bankrupt  over  and  over  again,  she  is  not 
yet  bankrupt.  While  nearly  every  other  Gov- 
ernment of  Europe  has  been  overset^  hers  yet 
rides  out  the  storm.  Should  England  fSsJl  to- 
morrow, it  should  seem  impossible  to  deny  that 
her  navy  will  have  prolonged  her  independence 
for  at  least  two  centuries. 

My  honorable  colleague  has  calculated  the 
expense  of  building  and  maintaining  a  navy  of 
12  flhipsrof-the-line  and  20  frigates,  and  has  ex- 
plained the  principles  onwhicn  his  caloulatioofl 


have  been  founded.  The  estimate  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  can  hardly  be  con- 
sidered, after  the  error  which  has  been  remark- 
ed, as  impugning  those  calculations.  I  have 
not  myseli  attempted  to  estimate  the  probable 
expense  of  maintaining  12  ships-of-the-line  and 
20  frigates  with  anr  precision,  but  I  cannot 
doubt  the  fairness  of  the  rule  which  deduces  it 
from  the  expense  of  such  a  force  to  England. 
This  is  the  rule  which  I  understood  my  col- 
league to  have  employed.  It  has  not  been  dis- 
puted in  debate ;  it  has  been  in  conversation. 
Many  gentlemen  have  objected  to  an  estimate 
of  the  expenses  of  a  navy  during  war,  in  which 
(as  they  suppose)  no  allowance  is  made  for  the 
peculiar  expenses  which  war  involves.  To 
have  all  our  ships  safe  at  the  end  of  the  con- 
test is  observed  to  be  rather  a  sanguine  expec- 
tation. But  if  the  rate  of  expense  in  the  esti- 
mate of  my  colleague  were  deduced  from  the 
rate  of  English  expense  during  war,  these  ob- 
jections must  be  altogether  groundless.  Now, 
it  wa$  deduced  from  the  expense  which  is 
found  sufficient  to  maintain  the  English  Navy 
in  a  state  of  unimpaired  strength  during  war. 
The  English  expense,  from  which  it  was  in- 
ferred, included  the  charge  of  docks  and  navy- 
yards,  of  the  repair  of  old  ships  and  of  the 
building  of  new  ones.  It  included  pensions  to 
their  omcer&  and  even  the  support  of  the  pris- 
oners taken  nrom  their  enemies.  I  have  on  my 
table  a  detailed  account  of  the  English  naval 
expenditure  for  a  year  of  the  last  war.  The 
whole  amount  was  about  twelve  millions  and  a 
half,  and  of  this  sum  fully  four  millions  and  a 
half  were  applied  to  what  may  be  considered 
the  contingent  expenses  of  the  navy.  Now,  is 
there  any  reason  to  suppose  that  the  contin- 
gent expenses  of  our  navy  would  be  greater  in 
proportion  to  its  force  than  this  ?  ^d  if  not 
greater,  has  not  an  allowance  been  made  for 
the  capture  of  some  of  our  ships,  or,  in  other 
words,  for  the  building  of  new  ones?  It  is 
true,  that  from  the  superiority  of  English 
sailors  to  their  present  enemies,  England  loses 
little  by  capture,  and,  it  may  be  supposed,  that 
from  the  greater  frequency  and  severity  of  our 
conflicts  when  we  shall  be  engaged  in  war 
against  her,  our  contingent  expenses  may  be 
greater  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  our 
ships  then  hers.  But  there  are  many  expenses 
to  which  she  is  necessarily  subject,  from  which 
we  shall  be  exempt  I  will  instance  that  re- 
sulting from  blockading  squadrons,  and  that 
from  repairs  in  colonial  and  foreign  ports. 
These  can  appear  inconsiderable  to  no  man  who 
has  given  his  attention  in  any  desree  to  the 
subject.  Naval  men  I  believe  would  not  con- 
tradict me,  if  I  were  to  state  the  expense  of  a 
ship  employed  in  a  strict  blockade,  and  parti- 
cularly during  the  winter  months,  as  fully 
double  that  of  a  ship  engaged  in  ordinary  ser- 
vice. In  fact,  England  finds  the  expense  too 
great  for  her  finances,  and  has  been  obliged,  in 
some  measure,  to  give  up  the  practice.  The 
other  article  of  expenditure  to  which  I  have 
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referred,  I  shall  not  attempt  to  estinuite  with 
any  precision.  It  must,  however,  be  obvious 
to  every  man,  that  the  ships  of  war  of  England 
must  frequently  be  repaired  and  refitted  in  dis- 
tant countries.  In  these  the  most  scrupulous 
fidelity  and  economy  on  the  part  of  her  officers 
cannot  prevent  the  expense  from  being  fre- 
quently extravagant.  The  most  salutary  regu- 
lations and  most  provident  instructions  on  the 
part  of  the  Administration  at  home  cannot  pre- 
vent her  officers  from  being  sometimes  careless 
and  fraudulent.  I  recollect  an  instance  of  the 
enormous  expense  involved  in  the  distant  ser- 
vices required  from  the  British  Navy,  which  I 
cannot  pretend  to  state  with  accuracy,  but  in 
which  I  hope  not  to  be  substantially  wrong. 
8ir  Home  Popham  (a  distinguished  officer  in 
the  English  Kavy)  had  under  his  command  in 
the  last  war  two  or  three  frigates  in  the  East 
Indies.  They  had  left  England  in  good  condi- 
tion, and  their  repairs  for  two  or  three  years, 
and  the  supplv  of  the  different  articles  of  equip- 
ment which  they  occasionally  required,  exceed- 
ed, I  believe,  the  prime  cost  of  the  vessels 
themselves.  These  two  items  of  expenditure, 
blockading  squadrons,  and  repairs  in  distant 
countries,  (to  neither  of  which  an  American 
Navy  would  be  liable,)  will  be  acknowledged, 
I  think,  to  justify  the  oonduaon,  that  the  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  English  Navy  must  be 
as  great  in  proportion  to  its  force  as  ours  would 
be  in  war — ^and  therefore  that  the  rule  em- 
ployed in  the  calculations  of  my  coUeague  was 
correct 

But  our  resources  for  the  equipment  of  a 
navy  appear  to  the  honorable  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side,  as  deficient  in  respect  to  men  and 
money.  Sailors  in  this  country  cannot  be  ob- 
tained in  sufficient  numbers  without  impress- 
ment. It  is  not  necessary,  sir,  to  inquire 
whether  for  the  defence  of  their  peculiar  rights 
the  services  of  a  marine  militia  mav  not  be  re- 
quired. There  is  no  reason  to  doubt  our  being 
able  to  procure  the  voluntary  services  of  our 
seamen.  If  we  shall  at  any  time  be  engaged  in 
a  war  (like  that  with  France  in  1798)  which  shall 
leave  the  greater  part  of  our  trade  unaffected, 
the  wages  of  sailors  will,  indeed,  be  high,  but 
the  number  required  will  be  small  and  the  Gk)v- 
emment  can  afford  high  wages.  In  a  war  of  a 
different  character — against  a  nation  powerful 
at  sea — ^your  sailors  will  be  thrown  out  of  em- 
ployment and  their  wages  will  be  necessarily 
low.  But  gentlemen  object  to  this  reasoning 
on  the  supposition  that  in  such  a  case  our 
sailors  would  all  engage  in  privateers.  The 
notion  that  in  any  war  there  will  be  a  demand 
in  this  country  for  more  than  thirty  thousand 
Failors  for  privateers  is  surely  an  extravagant 
one.  But  it  has  been  shown  by  my  colleague 
that  in  a  war  which  should  diminish  our  trade 
by  one-half,  (and  a  war  requiring  any  great 
naval  exertion  would  necessarily  do  tibis,) 
thirty  or  forty  thousand  seamen  may  be  em- 
ployed in  privateers,  and  a  sufficient  number 
would  remain  for  your  public  ships.    But  are 


not  your  privateers  as  much  a  part  of  the  ni- 
val force  of  the  nation  as  your  ships  of  war  T 
It  has  been  said,  indeed,  that  they  are  the  more 
liseful  part.  Now,  if  the  Qovernment  sboidd 
believe  (what  neither  sober  reflection  nor  the 
experience  of  other  nations  can  permit  it  to 
doubt)  that  this  part  of  your  force  caoDot  be  in 
any  great  degree  serviceable  unless  soppoited 
by  a  fleet — then  surely  a  limitation  to  its  ex- 
tent, which  would  be  necessary  evefi  to  the  in- 
terest of  its  owners,  cannot  fairly  be  objected 
to.  The  law  just  passed  for  raising  twenty-five 
thousand  men,  provides,  I  think,  for  only  one 
regiment  of  cavalry.  Now,  it  is  very  possible 
that  a  much  larger  proportion  of  the  twenty- 
five  thousand  men  that  can  be  aooommodsted 
in  this  regiment,  may  choose  to  go  to  Canada 
on  horseback.  They  must  be  disappointed,  and 
either  not  go  into  the  army  at  all,  or  go  into 
the  service  which  they  least  desire.  No  men 
has  hitherto  denounced  the  act  as  on  this  ac- 
count tyrannical  and  oppresrave.  Yet  this  ease 
seems  to  me  a  true  paiuilel  to  the  other,  h 
the  naval  as  in  the  mUitaiy  service,  tbe  in- 
terest of  the  country  requires  the  employment 
of  different  sorts  of  force ;  and  the  object  may 
be  attained  with  equal  fairness  in  both  senrioes 
by  limiting  the  amount  of  the  favorite  foroe. 

Mr.  Law  said :  Being  in  favor  of  tbe  lUI  now 
under  consideration,  I  beg  leave  to  express  my 
sentiments,  and  state  the  reasons  in  support  <^ 
my  opinion ;  and  the  only  pledge  I  shall  offer 
to  the  House,  for  their  attention,  is,  that  I  sbiU 
not  occupy  much  of  their  time. 

This  bill,  sir,  embraces  two  objects— one  re- 
lates to  the  repairs  and  equipment  of  the  ships 
of  the  United  States  now  out  of  service— the 
other  contemplates  the  building  of  ten  addi- 
tional frigates,  and  laying  the  foundation  oft 
new  Naval  Establishment.  The  view  which  I 
entertain  of  this  subject,  does  not  arise  from  its 
connection  with  that  system  which  grows  oot  of 
what  is  called  the  present  orisis,  or  potting  the 
nation  in  armor  lor  war,  as  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations;  but  from  a 
conviction,  that,  as  an  abstract  question  or 
matter  of  general  policy,  I  deem  it  for  the  in- 
terest and  security  of  the  United  States,  to  be- 
gin the  establishment  of  a  Navy,  to  be  pei^ 
r)tuated  and  extended  hereafter— and,  beeaase 
believe  it  may  be  accomplished,  to  the  extent 
at  present  proposed,  firom  the  ordinary  means 
we  ought  to  possess,  without  adding  any  new 
burdens  on  the  citizens.  In  order  to  dea^ 
whether  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the  United 
States  we  must  examine  and  see  how  it  is  con- 
nected with  the  great  and  essential  interest « 
the  country.  The  basis  of  our  national  wesltk 
is  agriculture ;  the  real  substance  of  the  nati^ 
ifr  drawn  from  the  earth.  This  arises  finom  the 
great  and  extensive  territory  which  we  possMJi 
thinly  settled,  low  in  price,  of  an  excellent  sofl, 
capable,  from  its  fertility  and  variety  of  diniea,  of 
affording  produce  of  every  kind,  in  the  greatert 
abundance.  The  surplus  of  all  is  wanted  m 
other  countries,  where  nature  has  been  to 
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bouDtiful ;  and  it  must  be  a  great  while  before 
the  labor  of  our  citizens  can  be  diverted  eztea- 
siyelj  into  other  ohannola — ^I  mean  mannfao- 
tores.  This  is  a  condition  in  which  we  onght 
to  r^oice  for  the  causes,  which  bind  ns  ia  this 
necessity,  are  those  which  tend  to  preserve  the 
morals,  the  happiness,  and  the  independence  of 
the  nation.  And  until  our  lands  are  taken  up, 
and  population  becomes  redundant,  the  basis  of 
our  national  wealth  must  be  the  famung  in- 
terest But,  sir,  in  a  conntrj  so  blessed  by  na- 
ture ;  where  the  inhabitants  have  the  greatest 
stimulus  to  industry,  the  fruits  of  their  labor 
secured  by  Just  and  equal  laws;  where  the 
property  cannot  be  taken  from  the  owner  with- 
out his  consent,  there  will  be  a  vast  surplus^ 
beyond  what  the  consumption  of  the  country 
requires.  Hence,  commerce  springs  up  as  the 
daughter  and  handmaid  of  agriculture.  With- 
out commerce,  agriculture  would  languish. 
With  it,  wealth  is  consolidated,  and  industry 
promoted.  It  diffuses  its  benign  influence,  dis« 
ooverable  in  the  splendid  and  delightful  im- 
provements, which  rejoice  the  eye  of  the  trav- 
eller, throughout  the  country.  And  it  is  as  un- 
natural for  the  farming  interest  to  oppress  the 
commercial,  as  it  is  for  the  parent  to  abandon 
its  of&pring.  They  mutually  cherish  and  sup- 
port each  other;  and,  by  natural  sympathy; 
must  be  affected  by  the  checks  and  disorders 
which  each  may  receive.  But  commerce  must 
be  protected.  It  cannot  protect  itself  agunst 
force.  Being  carried  on  abroad  on  the  ocean, 
(for  I  am  speaking  of  foreign  commerce,)  it  is 
subject  to  annoyance,  interruption,  and  hazard. 
We  must  pass  the  common  highway  of  nations 
to  get  to  a  market ;  and  in  this  route,  the  weak 
and  defenceless  must^  and  always  will  be  the 
sport  and  prey  of  the  strong  and  violent,  whom 
they  meet  in  the  way.  From  the  wretched 
atate  of  those  nations  with  whom  we  have  in- 
tercourse, we,  from  weakness,  must  fall  victims 
to  their  violence.  This  is  an  evil  which  we 
shall  always  experience  as  a  neutral,  coming  in 
collision  with  belligerents.  Shall  we  then 
abandon  commerce,  or  shall  we  strive  to  sup- 
port it  ?  It  wiU  be  for  the  interest  of  the  coun- 
try to  suj^rt  it,  if  possible ;  for  if  we  abandon 
it,  the  evil  will  recoil  on  the  agricultural  part, 
who,  no  longer  than  foreign  commerce  is  sup* 
ported,  can  find  a  vent  for  their  surplus ;  and 
without  a  vent  for  the  surplus,  a  bare  com- 
petency might  be  endangered.  Internal  com- 
mefrce  would  always  fiul,  for  that,  being  but 
a  stream  from  foreign  commerce,  must  dry 
when  the  fountain  from  whence  it  issues  fails. 
Enterprise  ceases,  and  languor  and  poverty 
ensue.  It  is  then  for  the  interest  of  the  nation 
to  cherish  commerce.  But  how  can  this  be 
done?  Will  a  navy  have  this  effect?  I  think 
it  will.  Indeed,  if  the  little  navy  which  was 
commenced  some  years  ago,  had  been  supported 
and  increased  as  it  might  have  been  without 
any  difficulty,  we  might,  and  in  all  probability 
should,  have  avoided  our  present  calamities. 
We  are  now  the  defenceless  prey  of  both  France 


and  England;  deprived  of  the  common  rights 
of  nations  and  citizens  of  the  world.  Will  it 
then  be  asked,  shall  we  not  go  to  war  and  fight 
our  way?  I  have  already  recorded  my  nega- 
tive on  the  several  questions  preparatory  to 
that  step,  and  I  am  decidedly  against  going  to 
war.  We  have  not  the  means  necessary,  and 
unsuccessful  resistance  will  only  make  our  con- 
dition worse.  I  verily  believe,  if  this  nation 
had  fostered  our  infant  navy,  from  the  time  it 
was  commenced,  and  had  not,  by  a  strange  in- 
fatuation, abandoned  and  neglected  it,  it  would 
now  have  been  too  important  to  be  despised, 
by  either  France  or  England.  Our  prosperity 
would  have  continued.  Our  strength  would 
have  been  dreaded,  and  our  friendship  courted 
by  both  nations.  While  they  have  been  con- 
tending for  the  mastery,  we,  with  such  naval 
force  as  we  ought  to  have  had,  and  a  strict 
course  of  neutrality,  might  have  pursued  a  law- 
ful and  gainful  trade.  We  might  have  had  a 
perpetnid  revenue  of  sixteen  milHons,  instead  of 
the  pittance  now  received  at  the  Treasury.  I  be- 
lieve, that  with  the  navy  we  might  have  had,  and 
a  correct  strict  neutral  course,  Qiere  would  have 
been  neither  Berlin  and  Milan  Decrees,  nor  Or- 
ders in  Oouncil,  to  annoy  our  lawful  commerce. 
Mr.  BoBEKTB  observed,  that  there  appeared 
to  be  a  disposition  in  the  committee  to  take  the 
question  on  the  filling  the  blank  in  the  first  sec- 
tion without  further  debate.  As  he  could  not 
vote  for  appropriating  $480,000  for  the  repair 
of  the  vessels  of  war  unfit  for  service,  it  would 
perhi^  be  the  most  proper  time  to  submit  his 
opinions.  I  have  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  he 
been  a  listless  hearer  of  the  very  ingenious  ar- 
guments advanced  by  gentlemen  in  &vor  of  the 
report  He  had,  however,  been  so  unfortunate 
as  to  be  more  confirmed  in  his  inclination  to 
vote  againit  the  biU,  from  attentively  weighing 
these  arguments.  The  select  committee  in  their 
report  (for  they  had  reported  specially  as  well 
as  by  bill)  have  said,  with  oracular  confidence, 
l^at  this  country  is  inevitably  destined  to  be- 
come a  naval  power.  He  had  not,  with  them, 
become  a  fatalist.  Though  he  was  disposed  to 
claim  a  high  destiny  for  his  country,  he  did  not 
believe  that  destiny  was  yet  immutably  fixed. 
He,  however,  believed  the  question  now  to  be 
decided  must  have  an  influence  on  that  destiny, 
that  might  at  an  early  day,  if  decided  affirma- 
tively, obliterate  our  happy  civil  institutions; 
if  negatively,  preserve  them  long  the  best  bless- 
ings of  posterity.  Oentlemen  who  have  ad- 
vocated a  naval  establishment,  have  chosen  to 
consider  this  bill  and  report  as  the  furtherance 
of  a  system  already  in  existence,  and  that,  how- 
ever short  of  their  wishes  tlie  committee  may  be 
disposed  to  go,  they  stand  prepared  to  view 
whatever  might  be  done  to  augment  the  naval 
force  as  an  evidence  of  assent  to  their  system. 
Mr.  R.  said  at  one  time  he  had  inclined  to  vote 
for  the  appropriation  of  a  sum  to  equip  such  of 
the  vessels  now  out  of  service  as  might  be  found 
worthy  of  refittaL  But  on  discovering  it  would 
be  considered  as  an  acknowledgment  that  a 
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navy  was  proper  in  the  seoBe  it  had  been 
brought  into  view  by  the  committee,  and  doubt- 
ing, on  better  oonsideration,  whether  there  was 
not  great  likelihood  the  money  wonld  be  worse 
applied  in  repairing  old,  than  in  building  new 
vessels,  and  reeling  a  conviotion  that  if  these 
vessels  should  be  deemed  worthy  of  repair,  they 
oould  not  be  brought  into  action  in  that  exigence 
of  war  when  they  oould  be  useful,  as  in  .that 
case  land  defence  must  be  resorted  to,  and  the 
consequent  expense  incurred,  he  should  feel  it 
his  duty  to  vote  against  this  appropriation. 

It  has  been  observed  that  the  constitution 
has  invested  Congress  with  power  to  regulate 
commerce,  to  provide  and  maintain  a  navy,  &c. 
There  is  nothing,  said  Mr.  B.,  imperative  in  this. 
It  was  necessary  in  a  general  grant  of  powers 
to  insert  many  items  to  be  left  to  the  sound  dis- 
cretion of  Congress,  to  use  or  not  to  use.  Soon 
after  the  Government  came  into  operation,  it 
became  a  favorite  object  with  one  set  of  poli- 
ticians to  form  a  navy.  On  the  occasion  of  our 
commerce  being  depredated  upon  by  the  Bar- 
bary  corsairs,  tne  question  first  came  up.  It 
became  a  matter  of  deliberation  whether  a  peace 
should  be  purchased  of  them  with  money  and 
presents ;  whether  some  European  power  should 
be  subffldized  to  keep  a  few  frigates  on  that 
station,  or  whether  a  naval  force  should  be 
equipped  for  the  purpose  (as  alleged)  of  enabling 
the  President  to  negotiate  to  better  effect.  The 
party  with  whom  I  have  always  found  it  my 
duty  to  act,  said  Mr.  R.,  opposed,  on  that  oc- 
casion, the  commencement  of  a  navy  ^stem, 
when  it  was  invited  under  circumstances  so 
roecious.  They  were,  however,  in  the  minority, 
^e  ships  of  war  were  voted— with  what  effect 
on  the  Alffennes,  he  did  not  stop  to  inquire.  If 
this  opposition  to  the  commencement  of  a  Naval 
Establishment  was  wrong  in  the  minority,  their 
successors  ought  not  to  follow  them ;  but  if  it 
should  be  found  that  they  were  right,  the 
ground  ought  never  to  be  quitted.  The  ques- 
Hon  of  increasinff  the  navy  was  again  discussed 
in  the  celebrated  times  of  '98-9.  The  collisions 
with  France  had  raised  the  war  fever  very  high. 
A  navy  was  vociferously  contended  for  as  5ie 
most  efficient  means  of  defence.  It  was  when 
things  were  in  this  state,  that  the  President,  in 
his  reply  to  the  Marine  Society  of  Boston,  who 
had  with  much  fervor  tendered  him  their  ap- 
probation of  his  measures,  hoped  to  see  the 
wooden  walls  of  America  considered  as  her 
best  defence.  Because  Athens,  when  she  was 
invaded  by  the  hosts  of  Xerxes,  had  chosen  to 
interpret  &e  oracle  that  promised  her  safety  in 
wooden  walls,  rationally,  America  must  take 
the  same  course,  however  dibsimilarly  situated. 
The  people  of  Attica,  inhabiting  a  drcumscrib- 
ed  territory,  found  safety  in  their  fleet,  and  they 
could  have  found  it  nowhere  else.  But  such 
cannot  be  the  case  with  America.  Even  the 
hosts  of  Xerxes  could  not  make  it  necessary  for 
the  American  people  to  quit  their  territory — 
the  figure  would  not  hold.  On  this  occasion, 
too,  the  Republican  party  consistently  opposed  I 


a  navy;  strange  blindness  and  obstina/^,  if 
they  were  not  sustained  by  reason  as  wdl  at 
principle.  On  this  occasion,  the  sapportefs  of 
a  navy  system  were  a  majority  in  oonndl.  For 
a  moment  they  succeeded  with  their  meoBnresL 
But  the  public  councils  were  soon  filled  by  the 
^ople  with  men  of  other  minds,  and  the  ques- 
tion was  put  to  rest 

Gentlemen  have  considered  this  sabject  on  its 
general  principles  and  remote  consequences.  In 
tills  point  of  view,  said  Mr.  R.,  it  presents  a 
wide  field  for  reflection.  The  Chairman  (Mr. 
Chxves)  has  complained  he  has  had  to  meet 
thb  subject  encumbered  with  much  error  and 
many  prejudices ;  among  which  is  the  idea  that 
a  naval  system  is  prejudicial  to  civil  liberty. 
The  opposers  of  a  navy,  with  an  air  of  no  anall 
triumph,  are  called  upon  to  show  how  a  system 
of  maritime  power  would  endanger  the  freedom 
of  our  country.  It  has  been  said,  a  military 
chieftain,  by  an  easy  transition,  may  become  a 
civil  ruler,  and  that  the  commander  of  an  anny 
has  often  become  a  despot,  while  no  such  event 
could  happen  from  a  naval  commander,  as 
such  an  office  gave  no  power  on  terraftrma.  If 
we  look  alittie  deeper  into  the  subject,  we  diaO 
find  we  have  as  much  to  fear,  and  even  more, 
from  a  naval  than  a  military  power.  The  lat- 
ter can  only  be  kept  in  dme  of  war,  and  for 
comparatively  but  ^ort  periods ;  at  a  time  too, 
when  the  public  spirit  is  awakened  and  ready 
to  oppose  encroachment  The  chair  of  mle  may 
possibly  be  gained  by  a  mUitaiy  chief;  but  an 
attempt  on  the  public  liberty  has  a  much  greater 
chance  to  fiiil.  Evils  of  this  sort  can  only  take 
place  on  veiyrare  contingency;  but  the  nnnof 
the  public  lib^y  can  hardly  fail  to  be  a  conse- 

2nence  of  the  establishment  of  a  naval  power. 
fistory  proves  to  ns  that  maritime  power  has 
always  excited  national  ambition  to  a  spirit  ol 
conquest  and  plunder.  A  naval  power  will 
seek  colonies  and  ports  in  distant  places.  The 
chance,  nay,  the  certainty,  of  coUiaoBs  with 
other  nations,  is  multiplied,  and  a  oorraptioa  cf 
morals  is  produced,  that  cannot  Ml  to  make 
the  first  Government  on  earth  a  tyranny,  by  a 
course  of  events  that  the  patriot  can  neitaer 
prevent  nor  divert  to  other  conseqnenoes.  A 
^ort  time  after  Athens  had  found  safety  in  her 
wooden  walls,  one  of  her  statesmen  proposed 
she  should  bum  the  fleets  of  her  neighborsi 
that  she  might  thereby  be  rendered  mistress  of 
Greece.  This  project  the  virtue  of  the  peofile 
resisted ;  but  that  virtue  soon  gave  way  in  the 
expedition  to  the  Cydades,  where  her  navy 
committed  acts  of  violence  that  must  indelibly 
fix  the  stain  of  the  blackest  perfidy  and  emdty 
on  the  Athenian  character.  What  could  be  a 
more  unprovoked  act  of  aggression  than  her 
crusade  against  Syracuse,  a  crime  that  visited 
her  with  a  declension  of  power  from  which  she 
never  recovered  ?  For  a  nation  to  believe  hei 
destinies  fixed,  is  in  a  great  measure  to  fix  tbenu 
Nothing,  perhaps,  oontributed  more  to  make 
Rome  the  mistress  of  the  world,  than  the  oradea 
that  promised  it     Her  heroes  and 
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were  stimulated  therebj  to  fulfil  her  destiny. 
The  maritime  sapremaoy  of  Britain  is,  perhaps, 
owing  as  much  to  the  belief  that  she  is  uie 
destined  Queen  of  the  waters,  as  to  any  other 
canse.  Thoogh  snch  operations  be  calcniated 
to  bring  about  astonishing  effects,  how  nnfbrtu- 
nate  is  it  when  a  nation^s  eyes  are  thus  directed 
to  improper  attainments — ^it  becomes  a  source 
of  incslculable  eyil.  Athens  and  Borne  were 
the  Tiotims  of  such  a  policy,  as  Britain  is  at 
this  time.  I  fervently  hope,  said  Mr.  B.,  for  a 
better  destiny  for  our  beloved  country.  Borne 
and  Carthsge  were  both  great  maritime  powers ; 
it  was  not  in  Lybia  and  Italy  they  begun  to  con- 
tend for  superiority,  but  in  Sicily  and  Iberia. 
The  conflicts  thence  arising  brought  terror  to 
the  gates  of  Bome,  and  laid  Carthage  in  ashes. 
The  abuse  of  maritime  power  in  both  those 
States  changed  the  free  features  of  the  govern- 
ment,  and  left  a  dreary  despotism  in  their  stead. 
A  naval  victory  secured  to  the  second  Oessar 
the  rule  of  the  mistress  of  the  world.  In  later 
times,  we  have  been  told,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  de- 
clension of  maritime  States  has  been  due  to 
other  causes  than  their  Naval  Establishments. 
In  'some  instances  it  may  have  been  so.  When 
the  strength  and  power  of*  a  State  has  arisen 
entirely  from  the  profits  of  commerce,  when 
that  commerce  has  taken  another  course,  the 
transitory  splendor  it  has  buUt  up  has  vanished. 
Venice  was  an  example  of  this.  The  commerce 
of  the  East  caused  ner  to  rise  out  of  the  cir- 
cumscribed and  marshy  Islands  at  the  bottom 
of  the  Adriatic,  the  proud  Mistress  of  the 
Waves.  When  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  had 
been  doubled  by  the  Portuguese,  her  commercial 
advantages  failed.  She  sunk  from  the  conquer- 
or of  the  Eastern  Empire,  to  a  mere  city  of 
Italy  and  Portugal ;  a  narrow  territory,  by  the 
same  commerce,  assumed  the  first  rai^  among 
the  nations  of  the  world.  A  naval  power  may 
serve  sometimes  to  extend  commerce  to  wider 
limits;  but  it  can  by  no  means  control  it  with 
certainty  to  channels  through  which  nature,  and 
often  the  policy  of  other  nations,  bid  it  to  flow. 
What  is  the  state  of  British  commerce  at  this 
time  ?  The  rupture  of  the  peace  of  Amiens  did 
not  arise  from  Britain  having  received  injuries 
from  France  after  the  cessation  of  hostUitiee. 
The  new  war  was  a  commercial  one.  The 
British  Cabinet  saw,  in  a  state  of  peace,  France 
W0U14  not  be  unmindful  of  her  commercial  inter- 
ests. The  intelligence,  the  enterprise,  and 
population,  and  the  resources  of  France,  all  in- 
dicated that  she  would  at  least  divide  success- 
fully the  profits  of  commerce  with  her  rival. 
The  naval  power  of  Britain  giving  her  the  com- 
mand of  tne  sea,  she  could  oppose  only  with 
effect  the  growing  commerce  of  her  neighbor 
in  a  state  of  war.  This  step  of  British  policy 
imposed  on  the  ruler  of  France  the  necessity  of 
changing  the  channels  of  commerce.  In  this 
way  he  has  aimed  a  blow  at  the  vitals  of  her 
strength,  which  her  tremendous  naval  power 
neither  enables  her  to  avert  nor  lessen  its  force. 
Her  marine  puts  the  trident  into  her  hands,  but 


she  can  no  longer  shake  the  earth.  Her  monop- 
olizing spirit  has  sealed  the  Continent  of  Eu- 
rope against  her,  and  interdicted  her  commerce 
with  America.  She  has  reduced  the  ocean 
almost  to  a  desert ;  and  she  seems  hastening  to 
that  destiny  which  has  generally  attended  her 
predecessors  in  naval  power  through  her  ambi- 
tion to  rule  the  waves. 

(xendemen  propose  to  protect  commerce  on 
this  side  the  Gulf  Stream,  yet  admit  if  our  ves- 
sels are  despoiled  on  tiie  Indian  Ocean,  we  must 
apply  retaliation  in  the  West  Indies.  The  Gulf 
Stream  limitation  is  at  once  given  up ;  a  new 
expedition  to  the  Cyclades  is  in  that  case  to  take 
place.  Begin  your  conquest  in  the  West  Indies^ 
and  you  must  increase  your  navy  to  acquire 
and  defend  them.  It  is  at  once  an  admission  . 
that  naval  power  must  be  used  more  for  ambi- 
tion than  the  protection  of  commerce  and  our 
territorial  waters.  But,  what  is  worse,  as  you 
acquire  colonies  and  ships  you  must  create  ar- 
mies. The  hands  of  the  Executive,  restricted 
and  elective  as  it  is,  in  the  United  States,  be- 
came thence  armed  with  a  sceptre  formidable 
indeed,  and  the  more  so  as  it  acauires  this 
strength  without  producing  the  shock  to  public 
feeling  which  the  seizure  of  power  by  a  mili- 
tary leader  jrill  always  excite.  It  has  been 
said,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  that  the  existence  of  Great 
Britain  hung  upon  her  navy  in  the  contest  in 
which  she  is  now  engaged.  If  her  fate  hangs 
suspended  by  her  navalpower,  she  owes  her 
penl  to  that  source.  Without  her  maritime 
strength,  would  she  have  aspired  to  balance  the 
scales  of  power  on  the  Continent?  Would  she 
have  become  a  party  to  the  infamous  conspiracy 
of  Pilnitz  ?  Would  she  have  wantonly  plotted 
the  dismemberment  of  France?  Would  she 
have  broken  the  peace  of  Amiens  whence  her 
present  dangers  arise?    Certainly  not 

On  the  article  of  cost,  said  Mr.  B.,  it  is  of  littie 
importance  whether  the  army  or  navy  of  Great 
Britain  is  most  burdensome  on  her  finances, 
though  it  has  been  dwelt  upon  with  particular 
emphasis,  nor  whether  an  army  be  more  expen- 
sive in  every  case,  than  a  navy.  Armies  are  a 
necessary  consequence  of  navies.  Has  not  the 
British  army  increased  with  equal  pace  with 
her  navy  ? 

The  humane  mind,  said  Mr.  B.,  cannot  con- 
template without  pain,  that  from  naval  power 
have  flown  the  most  copious  streams  of  human 
misery.  The  plunder  of  half  the  world,  with 
immense  advantages  in  addition,  has  not  sus- 
tained the  British  navy.  A  debt  has  been  ac- 
cumulated that  almost  baffles  the  power  of 
fiffures  to  estimate.  But  debt,  and  a  prospect 
of  Grovemment  insolvency  at  home,  are  of  much 
less  account  than  the  wrongs  this  navy  has 
wrought  on  the  society  of  nations.  And  yet  it 
is  this  Government  that  is  held  up  to  Bepublican 
America  as  a  model  for  imitation. 

Need  I  remind  you,  said  Mr.  B.,  of  the  mil- 
lions of  victims  sacrificed  to  commercial  cupid- 
ity on  the  plainsofHindostan,  by  means  of  this 
navy  ?    A  population,  thrice  as  great  as  that  of 
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the  British  Isles,  has  been  exterminated  in  this 
devoted  region,  within  comparatively  but  a  few 
years,  by  mercantile  rapacity.  Colonel  Dowe 
informs  us,  that  the  wealth  of  one  of  the  cities 
of  this  wretched  country  had  whetted  the 
avarice  of  Olive  and  his  associates,  and  that  an 
offer  was  made  to  the  Government  to  pay  the 
public  debt  for  permission  to  sack  it.  It  was 
too  gross  an  act  of  infamy  to  assent  to,  and  the 
adventurers  obtained  their  end  by  other  means. 
A  famine  and  pestilence  was  substituted  for  the 
bayonet,  and  the  spoils  of  the  devoted  city 
glutted  the  hands  of  rapine.  In  this  exploit,  a 
shoe-black  divided  his  £200,000.  Need  I  re- 
mind you,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  the  population  of 
AMca  has  been  drained,  to  groan  out  a  wretch- 
ed existence  in  the  West  India  colonies,  to  prop 
up  this  naval  and  commercial  power,  or  that  the 
remotest  comers  of  every  sea  have  been  visited 
with  the  scourge  of  blood  and  desolation  for  the 
same  purpose  ?  On  general  principles,  does  not 
past  experience  afford  sufficient  warning  to 
these  States  to  avoid  those  shoals  on  which  so 
many  nations  have  been  wrecked? 

Mr.  Chairman,  under  no  view  which  I  have 
been  able  to  take  of  this  subject,  considering  it 
either  as  the  furtherance  of  a  system  of  naval 
power,  to  be  expanded  with  the  growing 
strength  of  the  Union  to  gigantic  size,  or  that  it 
is  a  proper  time  for  providing  a  temporary  in- 
crease of  naval  force,  can  I  agree,  said  Mr.  B., 
to  the  bill  on  your  table. 

When  Mr.  Boberts  had  concluded,  the  com- 
mittee rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 


Wbdkesdat,  January  22. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  Williah  M.  Bioh- 
ABDSOir,  from   Massachusetts,  appeared,  pro- 
duced his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat. 

Ka/Dol  Establishment 

The  House  again  went  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  concerning  the  Navy.  The 
question  on  filling  up  the  blank  in  the  section 
which  provides  for  repairing  the  vessels  on  hand, 
with  four  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollars, 
"^as  carried  by  a  large  m^ority. 

The  next  section  provides  for  the  building  of 
additional  frigates. 

Mr.  Clay  (the  Speaker)  rose  to  present  his 
views  on  the  bill  before  the  committee.  He 
said  that  as  he  did  not  precisely  agree  in  opin- 
ion with  any  gentleman  who  h»l  spoken,  he 
shoxdd  take  &e  liberty  of  detaining  the  commit- 
tee a  few  moments  while  he  offer^  to  their  at- 
tion  some  observations.  He  was  h^hly  grati- 
fied with  the  temper  and  abUity  with  whidi  the 
discussion  had  been  hitherto  conducted.  It  was 
honorable  to  the  House,  and,  he  trusted,  would 
continue  to  be  manifested  on  many  future  occa- 
sions. 

On  this  interesting  topic  a  diversity  of  opin- 
ion has  existed  almost  ever  since  the  adoption 
of  the  present  Government.    On  the  one  hand 


there  appeared  to  him  to  have  been  attempts 
made  to  precipitate  the  nation  into  all  the  e^ 
of  naval  extravagance,  which  had  been  prodnc- 
tive  of  so  much  fniflohief  in  other  ooantries; 
and,  on  the  other,  strongly  feeling  this  mischief^ 
there  has  existed  an  unreasimabie  preindice 
against  providing  snch  a  competent  naval  pro- 
tection for  our  commercial  and  maritime  rights 
as  is  demanded  by  their  importance,  md  as 
the  increased  resources  of  the  oomitiy  amply 
justify 

The  attention  of  Congress  has  been  invited  to 
this  subject  by  the  President  in  his  Message  de- 
livered at  the  opening  of  the  session.  Indeed, 
had  it  been  wholly  neglected  by  the  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate, from  the  critical  situation  of  the  coun- 
try, and  nature  of  the  rights  proposed  to  be  tId- 
dicated,  it  must  have  pressed  itself  npon  our 
attention.  But,  said  Mr.  0.,  the  President,  in 
his  Message,  obs^es:  ^^  Yonr  attention  wiU,  of 
course,  be  drawn  to  such  provisions  on  the  sub- 
ject dr  our  naval  force  as  may  be  required  for 
the  service  to  which  it  is  best  adapted.  I  snb- 
mit  to  Congress  the  seasonableneas  also  of  in 
authority  t9  augment  the  stodc  of  audi  mite- 
ri^s  as  are  imperishable  in  their  nature,  or  maj 
not  at  once  be  attainable.*'  The  PresideDt,  by 
this  recommendation,  deariy  intimates  an  opin- 
ion that  the  naval  force  of  this  oonntry  is  capa- 
ble of  producing  some  effect ;  and  the  propriety 
of  laying  up  imperishable  materials  was  no  doobt 
suggested  for  the  purpose  x>f  making  addidoiu 
to  the  navy,  as  convenience  and  exigeaciei 
might  direct. 

It  appeared  to  Mr.  C.  a  littie  extnuadinafj 
that  so  much,  as  it  seemed  to  him,  unreasonable 
iealousy  should  exist  against  the  Naval  Estab- 
nshment  If,  said  he,  we  look  back  to  the 
period  of  the  formation  of  the  constitution,  it 
will  be  found  that  no  such  jealousy  was  then  ex- 
cited. In  placing  the  physical  force  of  the  na- 
tion at  the  disposal  of  Congress,  the  Conventioa 
manifested  much  greater  apprdiension  of  abuse 
in  the  power  given  to  raise  armiea  Uian  in  that 
to  provide  a  navy.  In  reference  to  the  Navy, 
Congress  is  put  under  no  restrictiona;  bntwith 
respect  to  the  Army — ^that  description  of  force 
which  has  been  so  often  employed  to  subvert 
the  liberties  of  mankind — they  are  subjected  to 
limitations,  designed  to  prevent  the  abuse  of 
this  dangerous  power.  But  it  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  detain  the  committoe  by  a  dtscossioD 
on  the  comparative  utility  and  safefy  of  theae 
two  kinds  of  force.  He  would,  however,  be  in- 
dulged in  saying;  that  he  thought  gratkmen 
had  wholly  failed  in  maintaining  the  position 
they  had  assumed,  that  the  fall  erf*  maritnne 
powers  was  attributable  to  their  navies.  They 
have  told  you,  indeed,  that  Oarthage,  Genoa, 
Venice,  and  other  nations,  had  naviea,  and,  not- 
withstanding, were  finally  destroyed.  Bat  have 
they  shown,  by  a  train  of  argument,  that  their 
overthrow  was,  in  any  degree,  asoribaUe  to 
their  maritime  greatness  ?  Have  they  attempted 
even  to  show  that  there  exists  in  the  nature  of 
this  power  a  necessary  tendency  to  destroy  the 
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nation  naiDg  it?  Assertion  is  substituted  for 
argoment;  inferences  not  authorized  by  his- 
torical £Eict8  are  arbitrarily  drawn;  things 
wholly  unconnected  with  each  other  are  asso- 
ciated together — a  very  logical  mode  of  reason- 
ing! In  the  same  way  he  could  demonstrate 
how  idle  and  absurd  our  attachments  are  to 
freedom  itself.  He  might  say,  for  example, 
Uiat  Greece  and  Rome  had  forms  of  free  gov- 
ernment, and  that  they  no  longer  exist;  and  de- 
ducing their  fall  from  their  devotion  to  liberty, 
the  oondnsion  in  favor  of  despotism  would  very 
satisfoctorily  follow  1  He  demanded  what  there 
is  in  the  nature  and  construction  of  maritime 
)>ower  to  excite  the  fears  that  have  been  in- 
dulged ?  Do  genUemen  reaUy  apprehend  that 
a  lx>dy  of  seamen  will  abandon  their  proper 
element,  and,  placing  themselves  under  an  aspir- 
ing chief,  will  erect  a  throne  to  his  ambition  ? 
Will  they  deign  to  listen  to  the  voice  of  history, 
and  learn  how  chimerical  are  their  apprehen- 
sions? 

Bnt  the  source  of  alarm  is  in  ourselves.  Gen- 
tlemen fear  that  if  we  provide  a  marine  it  will 
produce  collisions  with  foreign  nations — ^plunge 
us  into  war,  and  ultimately  overturn  the  consti- 
tution of  the  countiy.  Sir,  if  you  wish  to  avoid 
foreign  coUidon  you  had  better  abandon  the 
ocean ;  surrender  all  your  commerce ;  give  up  all 
yonr  prosperity.  It  is  the  thing  protected,  not 
the  instrument  of  protection,  that  involves  you 
in  war.  Oommerce  engenders  collision,  collision 
war,  and  war,  the  argument  supposes,  leads  to 
despotism.  Would  the  counsels  be  deemed  wise, 
of  that  statesman  who  should  recommend  that 
the  nation  should  be  unarmed — ^that  the  art  of 
war,  the  martial  spirit,  and  martial  exercises, 
should  be  prohibited — and  that  the  great  body 
of  the  people  should  be  taught  that  national 
happiness  was  to  be  fbund  in  perpetual  peace 
alone?  No,  sir.  And  yet  every  argument  in 
favor  of  a  power  of  protection  on  land  applies, 
in  some  degree,  to  a  power  of  protection  on  the 
sea.  Undoubtedly  a  commerce  void  of  naval 
protection  is  more  exposed  to  rapacity  than  a 
guarded  commerce;  and  if  we  wish  to  invite  the 
continuance,  of  the  old,  or  enaction  of  new  un- 
just edicts,  let  us  refrain  from  all  exertion  upon 
that  element  where  they  operate,  and  where,  in 
the  end,  they  must  be  resisted. 

For  his  p«rt,  Mr.  0.  said,  he  did  not  allow 
himself  to  be  alarmed  by  those  apprehen^ons 
of  maritime  power  which  appeared  to  agitate 
other  gentlemen.  In  tlie  nature  of  our  Govern- 
ment he  beheld  abundant  security  against  abuse. 
He  would  be-unwilling  to  tax  the  land  to  sup- 
port the  rights  of  the  sea,  and  was  for  drawing 
from  the  sea  itself  the  resources  with  which  its 
violated  freedom  should  at  all  times  be  vindi- 
cated. Whilst  this  principle  is  adhered  to,  there 
will  be  no  danger  of  running  into  the  folly  and 
extravagance  which  so  much  alarms  gentlemen ; 
and  whenever  it  is  abandoned — whenever  Con- 
gress shall  lay  burdensome  taxes  to  augment 
the  Kavy  beyond  what  may  be  authorized  bv 
the  increased  wealth,  and  demanded  by  the  exi- 
Vou  IV— 82 


genoies  of  the  country,  the  people  will  interpose, 
and,  removing  their  unworthy  representatives, 
apply  the  appropriate  corrective.  Mr.  0.  could 
not,  then,  see  any  just  ground  of  dread  in  the 
nature  of  naval  power.  It  was,  on  the  contrary, 
free  from  the  evils  attendant  upon  standing 
armies.  And,  the  genius  of  our  institutions — 
the  great  representative  principle,  in  the  prac- 
tical enjoyment  of  which  we  are  so  eminently  dis- 
tinguished— fifforded  the  best  guarantee  against 
the  ambition  and  wasteful  extravagance  of  Gov- 
ernment. 

What  maritime  strength  is  it  expedient  to 
provide  for  the  United  States?  In  con^dering 
this  subject,  three  difRsrent  degrees  of  navtd 
power  present  themselves.  In  the  first  place, 
such  a  force  as  would  be  capable  of  contending 
with  that  which  any  other  nation  is  able  to  bring 
on  the  ocean — a  force  that,  boldly  scouring  every 
sea,  would  challenge  to  combat  the  fleets  of 
other  powers,  however  great.  He  admitted  it 
was  impossible  at  this  time,  perhaps  it  never 
would  be  desirable  for  this  country  to  establish 
so  extensive  a  Navy.  Indeed,  he  should  con- 
sider it  as  madness  in  the  extreme  in  this  Gov- 
ernment to  attempt  to  provide  a  Navy  capable 
to  cope  with  the  fleets  of  Great  Britain;  wherever 
they  might  be  met. 

The  next  species  of  naval  power  to  which  he 
would  advert,  is  that  which,  without  adventur- 
ing into  distant  seas,  and  keeping  generally  in 
our  own  harbors,  and  on  om*  coasts,  wotdd  be 
competent  to  beat  off  any  squadron  which  might 
be  attempted  to  be  perman^itly  stationed  in 
our  waters.  His  friends  from  South  Carolina 
(Messrs.  Ohsvbs  and  Lowndes)  had  satisfac- 
torily shown  that,  to  effect  this  object,  a  force 
equivalent  only  to  wie-third  of  that  which  the 
maintenance  of  such  squadron  must  require 
would  be  sufficient  That  if;  for  example,  Eng- 
land should  determine  to  station  permanently 
upon  our  coast  a  squadron  of  twelve  ships-of-the- 
line,  it  would  require  for  this  service  thirty-six 
ships-of-the  line,  one-third  in  port  repairing,  one- 
third  on  the  passage,  and  one-third  on  the  sta- 
tion. But  that  is  a  force  which  it  has  been  shown 
that  even  England,  with  her  boasted  Navy,  could 
not  spare  for  the  American  service  whilst  she  is 
engaged  in  the  present  contest.  Mr.  0.  said  he 
was  desirous  of  seeing  such  a  force  as  he  had 
described,  that  is,  about  twelve  ships-of-the-line 
and  fifteen  or  twenty  frigates^  provided  for  the 
United  States ;  but,  he  admitted  that  it  was  un- 
attainable in  the  present  situation  of  the  finances 
of  the  country.  He  contended,  however,  that 
it  was  such  as  Oongress  ought  to  set  about  pro- 
viding, and  he  hoped,  in  less  than  ten  years,  to 
see  it  actually  established.  He  was  far  from  sur- 
veying the  vast  maritime  power  of  Great  Britain 
with  the  desponding  eye  with  which  other  gentle- 
men beheld  it.  He  could  not  allow  himself  to  be 
discouraged  at  the  prospect  even  of  her  thousand 
ships.  This  country  only  required  resolution, 
and  a  proper  exertion  of  its  immense  resources, 
to  command  respect,  and  to  vindicate  every  es- 
sential right.     When  we  consider  our  remote- 
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ness  from  Europe,  the  expense,  difficTilty,  and 
perils,  to  which  any  squadron  woald  be  ex- 
posed, stationed  off  our  coasts,  he  entertained 
no  doubt  that  the  force  to  which  he  referred 
would  insure  the  command  of  our  own  seas. 
Such  a  force  would  avail  itself  of  our  extensive 
seaboard  and  numerous  harbors,  everjrwhere 
affording  asylums  to  which  it  could  retire  for 
safety  from  a  superior  fleet,  or  from  which  it 
could  issue  for  the  purpose  of  annoyance.  To 
the  opinion  of  his  colleague,  (Mr.  MoKee,)  who 
appeared  to  t^iink  that  it  was  in  vain  for  us  to 
make  any  struggle  on  the  ocean,  he  would  op- 
poae  the  sentiments  of  his  distinguished  con- 
nexion, the  heroic  Daviess,  who  fiedl  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Tippecanoe. 

[Here  Kr.  0.  read  certain  parts  of  a  work 
written  by  Colonel  Daviess,  in  which  the  author 
attempts  to  show  that,  as  the  aggressions  upon 
our  commerce  were  not  committed  by  fleets, 
but  by  single  vessels,  they  could  in  the  same 
manner  be  best  retaliated ;  that  a  force  of  about 
twenty  or  thirty  frigates  would  be  capable  of 
inflicting  great  injury  on  English  conmierce  by 
picking  up  stragglers,  cutting  off  convoys,  and 
seizing  upon  every  moment  of  supinenees;  and 
that  such  a  force,  with  our  seaports  and  harbors 
well  fortified,  and  aided  by  privateers,  would  be 
really  formidable,  and  would  annoy  the  British 
navy  and  conuuerce,  as  the  French  army  was 
assailed  in  Egypt,  the  Persian  army  in  Soythia, 
and  the  Roman  army  in  Parthia.]* 

The  third  description  of  force  worthy  of  con- 
sideration is,  that  which  would  be  able  to  pre- 
vent any  single  vessel,  of  whatever  metal,  from 
endangering  our  whole  coasting  trade,  blocking 
up  our  harbors,  or  laying  under  contribution  our 
cities ;  a  force  competent  to  punish  the  insolence 
of  the  commander  of  any  single  ship,  and  to  pre- 
serve in  our  own  jurisdiction  the  inviolability  of 
our  peace  and  our  laws.  A  force  of  this  kind  is 
entirely  within  the  compass  of  our  means  at  this 
time.  Is  there  a  reflecting  man  in  the  nation 
who  would  not  charge  Congress  with  a  culpable 
neglect  of  its  duty,  if,  for  the  want  of  such  a 
force,  a  single  ship  were  to  bombard  one  of  our 
cities  ?  Would  not  every  honorable  member  of 
this  committee  inflict  on  himself  the  bitterest 
reproaches,  if,  by  failing  to  make  an  inconsider- 
able addition  to  our  go^ant  little  Kavy^  a  single 
British  vessel  should  place  Kew  York  under 
contribution?  Yes,  sir,  when  the  city  is  in 
flames,  its  wretched  inhabitants  begin  to  repent 
of  their  neglect  in  not  providing  engines  and 
water  buckets.  Ij^  said  Mr.  C,  we  are  not  able 
to  meet  the  wolves  of  the  forest,  shall  we  put 
np  with  the  barking  of  every  petty  fox  l^at 
trips  across  our  way  ?  Because  we  cannot  guard 
against  every  possible  danger,  shall  we  provide 

•  The  events  of  the  war  of  1812,  and  the  eyente  of  all  the 
wan  of  the  French  Beyolutlon,  Jastiiy  these  opinions  ex- 
pressed by  Colonel  Davleas.  These  erents  prove  that 
cruisers  and  pdyateers,  to  cut  np  oommeroe,  and  not  fleets 
to  fight  hatUes,  are  the  true  American  means  of  naval  war- 
Ikre. 


against  none?  He  hoped  not  He  had  hardly 
expected  that  the  instructing  but  humiliating 
lesson  was  so  soon  to  be  forgotten  which  was 
taught  us  in  the  murder  of  Pierce ;  the  attad: 
on  the  Chesapeake ;  and  the  insult  offered  in  the 
harbor  of  Charleston,  which  the  brave  old  fel- 
low that  commanded  the  fort  in  vain  endeavmd 
to  chastise. 

It  was  a  rule  with  Mr.  C,  when  acting  either 
in  a  public  or  private  character,  to  attempt 
nothing  more  than  what  there  existed  a  pros- 
pect of  accomplishing.  He  was,  ther^ore,  not 
in  favor  of  entering  into  any  mad  projects  on 
this  suljeot ;  but  for  deliberately  ana  resolotelj 
pursuing  what  he  believed  to  be  within  the 
power  of  Government.  Grentlemen  refer  to  the 
period  of  1798,  and  we  are  reminded  of  the 
principles  maintained  by  the  opposition  at  that 
time.  He  had  no  doubt  of  the  oorrectnees  d 
that  opposition.  The  naval  schemes  of  that 
day  were  premature,  not  warranted  l>y  the  re- 
sources of  the  countiy,  and  were  contem]dstod 
for  an  unnecessary  war  into  which  the  nstioQ 
was  about  to  be  plunged.  He  always  admired 
and  approved  the  zeSi  and  ability  with  which 
that  opposition  was  conducted  bv  the  distin- 
guished gentleman  now  at  the  liead  of  the 
Treasury.  But  the  state  of  things  is  totally  al- 
tered. What  was  folly  in  1798  may  be  wisdom 
now.  At  that  time,  we  had  a  revenue  only  of 
about  six  millions.  Our  revenue  now,  upon  a 
supposition  that  commerce  is  restored,  is  aboot 
sixteen  millions.  The  population  of  the  ooon- 
try,  too,  is  greatly  increased — ^nearly  douUed— 
and  the  wealth  of  the  nation  is,  perh^M,  tripled. 
While  our  ability  to  constrnct  a  navy  is  tints  en- 
hanced, the  necessity  for  maritime  protection  ii 
proportionately  augmented.  Independent  of 
the  extension  of  our  commerce,  since  the  jeir 
1798,  we  have  had  an  addition  of  more  than 
five  hundred  miles  to  our  coast,  from  the  baj  of 
Perdido  to  the  mouth  of  the  Sabine — a  weak  and 
defenceless  accession,  requiring,  more  than  aoy 
other  part  of  our  maritime  frontier,  the  protecl- 
ing  arm  of  Government. 


Fbidat,  Januaiy  24. 
ITaoal  &tabli$hment. 

The  blank  in  the  section  for  providing  a  dock 
yard,  was  filled  with  one  hundred  tbouauid 
dollars. 

Mr.  Rhba.  moved  so  to  amend  the  bill  as  to 
fix  the  dock  yard  in  the  navy-yard  at  Washing 
ton  City;  but  this  motion  was  negatived  by  a 
lante  migority. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chbvbs,  the  words  ^cen- 
tral and,"  were  struck  out,  so  as  to  leave  the 
site  of  the  dock  yard  to  be  determined  by  the 
Executive. 

The  committee  having  gone  throng  the  hiH, 
rose  and  reported  it  to  the  House  with  the 
amendments.  The  House  took  up  the  bill,  and 
on  the  question  of  filling  np  the  blank  for  re- 
pairing the  vessels  on  hand  with  '*  four  himdrBd 
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wad  eighty  thousand  dollars,"  it  was  carried — 
yeas  90,  nays  23. 

The  question  was  next  put  upon  agreeing  to 
the  report  of  the  committee  to  strike  out  the 
Becond  section  of  the  bill,  which  contemplated 
the  building  of  new  frigates ;  when 

Mr.  Williams  rose  and  spoke  at  considerable 
length.  He  said  the  time  was  very  inauspicious 
for  commencing  an  undertaking  of  such  magni- 
tude as  the  building  a  navy,  which  could  be  of 
no  use  in  the  approaching  contest  He  doubted 
the  policy  of  engaging  in  the  business  at  all ; 
for  navies,  he  said,  had  deceived  the  hopes  of 
every  country  which  had  relied  upon  them ;  that 
we  oould  never  expect  to  be  able  to  meet  Great 
Britain  on  the  ocean;  that  we  had  fought 
through  the  Revolution  without  a  navy;  for  in 
that  contest,  a  single  privateer  had  done  more 
than  the  few  ships  of  war  which  were  in  pos- 
session of  the  old  Congress ;  that  except  we  are 
able  to  build  and  equip  a  navy  equal  to  meet 
the  British  at  sea,  we  were  better  without  one, 
as  our  ships  would  probably  fall  a  prey  to 
their  superior  force ;  that  his  greatest  objection 
against  a  navy  was,  that  it  must  be  kept  up  in 
time  of  peace  as  well  as  in  war ;  that  when  the 
gentlemen  spoke  of  a  navy  as  cheaper  than  an 
army,  they  coald  not  mean  to  say  that  if  we 
had  a  navy  the  army  could  be  dispensed  with — 
they  could  not,  for  instance,  take  possession  of 
Canada  by  a  navy ;  that  the  building  of  a  navy 
woDld  burden  the  people  with  oppressive  taxes ; 
that  such  an  eetabUshment  would  serve  only  to 
increase  Executive  patronage;  that  with  re- 
spect to  commerce,  tne  people  were  willing  to 
give  it  all  the  protection  in  their  power,  but 
tiiey  could  not  provide  a  navy  for  that  pxu^ose. 


Satuedat  January  26. 
Ifa/v<U  Estdblithment. 
Mr.  QuiNOT. — ^Mr.  Speaker,  I  rise  to  address 
you,  on  this  occasion,  with  no  affected  diffi- 
dence, and  with  many  doubts  concerning  the 
expediency  of  taking  any  part  in  this  debate. 
On  the  one  hand,  the  subject  has  been  discussed 
with  a  zeal,  industry,  and  talent,  whidi  leave 
bnt  little  scope  for  novelty,  either  in  topic  or 
illustration.  On  the  other  hand,  arguments 
from  this  side  of  the  House,  in  fkvor  of  this 
question,  are  received  with  so  natural  a  jeal- 
oas7,  'that  I  know  not  whether  more  may  not 
be  lost  than  gained  by  so  unpropitious  a  sup- 
port Indeed,  sir,  if  this  subject  had  been  dis- 
cussed on  narrow  or  temporary  or  party  princi- 
ftI  should  have  been  silent.  On  such  ground, 
uld  not  condescend  to  debate— I  could  not 
hope  to  influence.  But,  the  scale  of  discussion  has 
been  enlarged  and  liberal— relative  rather  to 
the  general  ^atem,  than  to  the  particidar  exi- 
gency. In  almost  every  respect,  it  has  been 
honorable  to  the  House,  and  auspicious  to  the 
prospects  of  the  nation.  In  such  a  state  of  feel- 
ing and  sentiment,  I  oould  not  refrain  from  in- 
dulging the  hope  that  suggestions,  e^n  from 
BO  favorite  a  quarter,  would  be  received  with 


candor — perhaps  with  attention.  And,  when  I 
consider  the  deep  interest  which  the  State  from 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  a  Representative 
haa,  according  to  my  apprehension,  in  the  event, 
I  cannot  permit  the  opportunity  entirely  to  pass, 
without  bringing  my  sraaU  tribute  of  reflection 
to  the  general  stock  of  the  House. 

The  object  I  shall  chiefly  attempt  to  enforce, 
is,  the  necessity  and  duty  of  a  systematic  pro 
teotion  of  our  maritime  rights,  by  maritime 
means.  I  would  call  the  thoughtful  and  intelli- 
gent men  of  this  House  and  nation  to  the  con- 
templation of  the  essential  connection  between 
a  naval  force,  proportionate  to  the  circumstan- 
ces of  our  seacoast,  the  extent  of  our  commerce, 
and  the  inherent  enterprise  of  our  people;  I 
say,  sir,  I  would  call  them  to  the  contemplation 
of  the  essential  connection  between  such  a  na- 
val force  and  the  safety,  prosperity,  and  exist- 
ence, of  our  Union.  In  the  course  of  my  obser- 
vations, -and  as  a  subsidiary  argument,  I  shall 
also  attempt  to  show  the  connection  between 
the  adoption  of  the  principle  of  a  systematic 
maintenance  of  our  maritime  rights,  by  mari- 
time means,  and  relief  from  our  present  national 
embarrassments. 

I  confess  to  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  never  can  look 
— ^indeed^  in  my  opinion,  no  American  states- 
man ought  ever  to  look — on  any  question  touch- 
mg  the  vital  interests  of  this  nation,  or  of  any 
of  its  component  parts,  without  keeping  at  all 
times  in  distinct  view  the  nature  of  our  political 
association,  and  the  character  of  the  independ- 
ent sovereignties  which  compose  it.  Among 
States,  the  only  sure  and  permanent  bond  of 
union  is  interMt,  And  the  vital  interests  of 
States,  although  they  may  be  sometimes  ob- 
scured, can  never,  for  a  very  long  time,  be  misap* 
prehended.  The  natural  protection  which  tiie 
essential  interests  of  the  great  component  parts 
of  our  political  association  require  will  be  soon- 
er or  later  understood  by  the  States  concerned 
in  those  interests.  If  a  protection,  upon  sys- 
tem, be  not  provided,  it  is  impossible  that  dis- 
content should  not  result  And  need  I  tell 
statesmen,  that,  when  great  local  discontent  is 
combined  in  those  sections  with  great  physical 
power,  and  with  acknowledged  portions  of  sover- 
eignty, the  inbred  ties  of  nature  will  be  too 
strong  for  the  artificial  ties  of  parchment  com- 
pact Hence  it  results  that  the  essential  inter- 
ests of  the  great  component  parts  of  our  associ- 
ation ought  to  be  the  polar  lights  of  all  our 
statesmen — ^by  them  they  shomd  guide  their 
course.  According  to  the  bearings  and  varia- 
tions of  those  lights,  should  the  statesmen  of 
such  a  country  a^ust  their  policy — always  bear- 
ing in  mind  two  assurances,  as  fundamental 
firinciples  of  action,  which  the  nature  of  things 
teaches,  that,  although  temporary  circumstan- 
ces— ^party  spirit,  local  rivalries,  personal  jeal- 
ousies, suggestiona  of  subordinate  interests — 
may  weaken,  or  even  destroy,  for  a  time,  the  in- 
fluence of  the  leading  and  permanent  interests  of 
any  great  section  of  the  country,  yet  those  in- 
terests must  ultimately  and  necessarily  predom- 
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inate,  and  swallow  up  all  these  local,  and  tem- 
porary, and  personal,  and  subordinate  considera- 
tions ;  in  other  words,  the  minor  interests  will 
soon  begin  to  realize  the  essential  connection 
which  exists  between  their  prosperity  and  the 
prosperity  of  those  great  interests  which,  in 
such  sections  of  the  country,  nature  has  made 
predominant ;  and  that  no  political  connection 
among  free  States  can  be  lasting,  or  ought  to 
be,  which  systematically  oppresses,  or  systemat- 
ically refuses  to  protect,  the  vital  interests  of 
any  of  the  sovereignties  which  compose  it. 

I  have  recurred  to  these  general  considera- 
tions, to  introduce  and  elucidate  this  principle, 
which  is  the  basis  of  my  argument,  that,  as  it  is 
the  incumbent  duty  of  every  nation  to  protect 
its  essential  interests,  so  it  is  the  most  impressive 
and  critical  duty  of  a  nation,  composed  of  a 
voluntary  association  of  vast,  powerful,  and  in- 
dependent States,  to  protect  the  essential  inter- 
ests of  all  its  great  component  parts.  And  I 
add,  that  this  protection  must  not  be  formal  or 
fictitious,  but  that  it  must  be  proportionate  to 
the  greatness  of  those  interests,  and  of  a  nature 
to  give  content  to  the  States  concerned  in  their 
protection. 

In  reference  to  this  principle,  the  course  of 
my  reflections  will  be  guided  by  two  general  in- 
quiries— the  nature  of  the  interest  to  be  pro- 
tected, and  the  nature  of  the  protection  to  be 
extended.  In  persuing  these  inquiries,  I  E^all 
touch  very  slightly,  if  at  all,  on  the  abstract 
duty  of  protection,  which  is  the  very  end  of  all 
political  associations,  and,  without  the  attain- 
ment of  which,  they  are  burdens  and  no  bless- 
ings. But  I  shall  keep  it  mainly  in  my  purpose 
to  establish  the  connection  between  a  naval 
force  and  commercial  prosperity ;  and  to  show 
the  nature  of  the  necessity,  and  the  degree  of 
our  capacity,  to  give  to  our  maritime  rights  a 
maritime  protection. 

In  contemplating  the  nature  of  the  interest 
to  be  protected,  three  prominent  features  strike 
the  eye.  and  direct  the  course  of  reflection,  viz : 
its  locality,  its  greatness,  and  its  permanency. 

The  locality  of  any  great  interest,  in  an  asso- 
ciation of  States  such  as  compose  this  Union, 
will  be  a  circumstance  of  primary  importance, 
in  the  estimation  of  every  wise  statesman. 
When  a  great  interest  is  equally  di^sed  over 
the  whole  mass,  it  may  be  neglected  or  oppress- 
ed or  even  abandoned,  with  less  hazard  of  in- 
ternal dissension.  The  equality  of  the  pressure 
lightens  the  burden.  The  common  nature  of 
the  interest  removes  the  causes  of  jealousy.  A 
concern  equally  affecting  the  happiness  of  every 
part  of  the  nation,  it  is  natural  to  suppose,  is 
equally  dear  to  all,  and  equally  understood  by 
all.  Hence  results  acquiescence  in  any  artificial 
or  political  embarrassment  of  it.  Sectionail 
fears  and  suspicions,  in  such  case,  have  no  food 
for  support,  and  no  stimulant  for  activity.  But 
it  is  far  otherwise  when  a  great  interest  is,  from 
its  nature,  either  wholly,  or  in  a  very  great 
proportion,  local.  In  relation  to  such  a  local  in- 
terest, it  Is  impossible  that  jealousies  and  suspi- 


cions should  not  arise,  whenever  it  is  obetmcted 
by  any  artificial  or  political  embarrasBment; 
and  it  is  also  imposdble  that  tiiey  aboold  not  be, 
in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  just.  It  is  troe,  ei 
the  wisest  and  the  best  and  the  most  tbougfatM 
of  our  species,  that  they  are  so  constituted  as 
not  deeply  to  realize  the  importance  of  interests 
which  aflect  them  not  at  all,  or  very  remotely. 
Every  local  circle  of  States,  as  well  as  of  indi- 
viduals, has  a  set  of  interests,  in  the  prosperitj 
of  which,  the  happiness  of  the  section  to  whi<ji 
they  belong  is  identified ;  in  relation  to  which 
interests,  the  hopes  and  the  ftwrs,  the  reason- 
ings and  the  schemes,  of  the  inhabitants  of  such 
sections  are  necessarily  fashioned  and  conducted. 
It  is  morally  impossible  that  those  concerned 
in  such  sectional  interests,  should  not  look  with 
some  degree  of  jealousy  on  schemes  adopted  in 
relation  to  those  interests,  and  prosecuted  by 
men,  a  majority  of  whom  have  a  very  remote 
or  very  small  stake  in  them.  And  this  jealousy 
must  rise  to  an  extreme  height,  when  the  oodtss 
of  measures  adopted,  whetiier  they  have  rela- 
tion to  the  management  or  the  protection  of 
such  interests,  wholly  contravene  the  opinioDi 
and  the  practical  experience  of  the  persons  im- 
mediately concerned  in  them.  This  course  of 
refiection  has  a  tendency  to  illustrate  this  idea 
— ^that,  as  in  every  political  association  it  is  of 
primary  importance  that  the  great  interests  of 
each  local  section  should  be  skilfuUy  and  hon- 
estly managed  and  protected,  so,  in  selectiog 
the  mode  arid  means  of  management  and  pro- 
tection, an  especial  regard  should  be  had  to  the 
content  and  rational  satisfaction  of  those  mo6t 
deeply  concerned  in  such  sectional  interestaL 
Theories  and  speculations  of  the  closet,  how- 
ever abundant  in  a  show  of  wisdom,  are  never 
to  be  admitted  to  take  the  place  of  those  princi- 
ples of  conduct  in  which  experience  has  shown 
the  prosperity  and  safety  of  such  interests  to 
consist  Practical  knowledge,  and  that  sagadty 
which  results  Arom  long  attention  to  great  in- 
terests, never  fail  to  inspire  a  just  self-ccmfideoea 
in  relation  to  those  interests — a  confidence  not 
to  be  browbeaten  by  authority,  nor  drcumv^it- 
ed  by  any  general  reasoning.  And,  in  a  natoial 
point  of  view,  it  is  scarcely  of  more  importance 
that  the  course  adopted  should  be  wisei,  thin 
that  content  and  rational  satisfaction  afaoold  be 
given. 

On  this  topic  of  locality,  I  shall  confine  my- 
self to  one  or  two  very  plain  statements.  It 
seeuis  sufficient  to  observe,  that  commerce  is, 
fi*om  the  nature  of  things,  the  leading  interert 
of  more  than  one-half,  and  that  it  is  the  pre- 
dominant interest  of  more  than  one-third,  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States.  The  States 
north  of  the  Potomac  contain  nearly  four  mil- 
lions of  souls;  and  surely  it  needs  no  proof  to 
convince  the  most  casual  observer,  that  the 
proportion  which  the  commercial  interest  bears 
to  the  other  interests  of  that  great  section  of 
the  Union,  is  such  as  entitles  it  to  the  d^ioim- 
nation  of  leading  intersit  The  States  north  of 
the  Hudson  contain  nearly  two  and  a  half  mil- 
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lions  of  souls ;  and  surely  there  is  as  little  need 
of  proof  to  show  that  the  proportion  the  com- 
mercial interest  bears  to  the  other  interests  of 
that  Northern  section  of  the  Union,  is  such  as 
entitles  it  there  to  the  denomination  of  predom- 
inating  interest.  In  all  the  country  between 
the  Potomac  and  the  Hudson  the  interest  of 
oonmierce  is  so  great,  in  proportion  to  the  oth- 
er interests,  that  its  embarrassment  clogs  and 
weakens  the  energy  of  every  other  description 
of  industry.  Yet,  the  agricultural  and  manu- 
facturing interests  of  this  section  are  of  a  nature 
and  a  magnitude,  both  in  respect  of  the  staples 
of  the  one  and  the  objects  of  the  other,  as  to 
render  them,  in  a  very  considerable  degree,  in- 
dependent of  the  commercial.  And,  although 
they  feel  the  effect  of  the  obstruction  of  com- 
merce, the  feeling  may  be  borne  for  a  long  time, 
without  much  individual  suffering,  or  any  gen- 
eral distress.  But,  in  the  country  north  of  the 
Hudson,  the  proportion  and  connection  of  these 
great  interests  are  different.  Both  agriculture 
and  manufactures  have  there  grown  up  in  more 
intimate  relation  to  commerce.  The  industry 
of  that  section  has  its  shape  and  energy  from 
commercial  prosperity.  To  the  construction, 
the  supply,  and  the  support  of  navigation,  its 
manufactures  have  a  direct  or  indirect  refer- 
ence ;  and  it  is  not  very  different  with  its  agri- 
culture. A  country  divided  into  small  fanns, 
among  a  population  ^eat  compared  with  its 
extend  requires  quick  circulation  and  easy  pro- 
cesses in  the  exchange  of  its  commodities.  This 
can  only  be  obtained  by  an  active  and  prosper- 
ous commerce. 

But,  perhaps,  the  greatness  of  this  interest, 
and  our  pecuniary  ability  to  protect  it,  may  be 
made  more  strikingly  apparent  by  a  comparison 
of  our  commerce  with  that  of  Britain,  in  the 
single  particular  of  export.  I  state,  then,  as  a 
fifict,  of  which  anv  man  may  satisfy  himself  by 
a  reference  to  McPherson^s  Annals  of  Com- 
merce, where  the  tables  of  British  export  may 
be  found,  that,  taking  the  nine  years  prior  to 
the  war  of  our  Revolution— from  1766  to  1774 
inciasive — ^the  total  average  export  of  Great 
Britain  was  £16,000,000  sterling;  equal  to 
$71,000,000— an  amount  less,  by  $10,000,000, 
tiiian  the  present  total  average  export  of  Uie 
United  States.  And  again,  taking  the  nine 
years  beginning  with  1789,  and  ending  with 
1797,  inclusiye,  the  total  annual  average  export 
of  Great  Britain  was  £24,000.000  sterling- 
equal  to$l 06,000,000— which  is  less,  by  $2,000,- 
000,  than  the  total  export  of  the  United  States 
in  1807.  It  is  true,  that  this  is  the  official  wilve 
of  the  British  export,  and  that  the  real  value  is 
somewhat  higher — perhaps  thirty  per  cent. 
This  circumstance,  although  it  in  a  degree  di- 
minishes the  approximation  of  the  American  to 
the  British  commerce,  in  point  of  amount  does 
not  materially  affect  the  argument.  Upon  the 
basis  of  her  commerce,  Great  Britain  maintains 
a  maritime  force  of  800  or  1,000  vessels  of  war. 
And  will  it  be  seriously  contended,  that,  upon 
the  basis  of  a  commerce  like  ours,  thus  treamng 


upon  the  heels  of  British  greatness,  we  are  ab- 
solutely without  the  ability  of  maint^ning  the 
security  of  our  seaboard,  the  safety  of  our  cities, 
and  the  unobstructed  course  of  our  coasting 
trade? 

By  recurring  to  the  permanency  of  this  inter- 
est, the  folly  and  madness  of  this  negligence  and 
misplaced  meanness — ^for  it  does  not  deserve  the 
name  of  economy — ^will  be  still  more  distinctly 
exhibited.  If  this  commerce  were  the  mush- 
room growth  of  a  night — if  it  had  its  vigor 
from  the  temporary  excitement  and  the  accu- 
mulated nutriment  which  warring  elements  in 
Europe  had  swept  from  the  places  of  their 
natural  deposit — ^then,  indeed,  there  might  be 
some  excuse  for  a  temporizing  policy  touching 
so  transitory  an  interest.  But  commerce  in  the 
Eastern  States  is  of  no  foreign  growth,  and  of 
no  adventitious  seed ;  its  root  is  of  a  fibre  which 
almost  two  centuries  have  nourished ;  and  the 
perpetuity  of  its  destiny  is  written  in  legible 
characters,  as  well  in  the  nature  of  the  country, 
as  in  the  disposition  of  its  inhabitants.  Indeed, 
sir,  look  along  your  whole  coast,  from  Pasea- 
maquoddy  to  Gapes  Henry  and  Charles,  and 
behold  the  deep  and  far-winding  creeks  and 
inlets,  the  noble  basins,  the  projecting  head- 
lands, the  majestic  rivers;  and  those  sounds 
and  bays,  which  are  more  like  inland  seas,  than 
any  thing  called  by  those  names  in  other  quar- 
ters of  the  globe  I  Can  any  man  do  this,  and 
not  realize  that  the  destiny  of  the  people  inhab- 
iting such  a  country  is  essentially  maritime? 
Can  any  man  do  this,  without  being  impressed 
by  the  conviction,  that,  although  the  poor  pro- 
jecta  of  politicians  may  embarrass,  for  a  time, 
the  dispositions  growing  out  of  the  condition  of 
such  a  country,  yet  that  nature  wiU  be  too 
strong  for  cobweb  regulations,  and  will  vindi- 
cate her  rights  with  certain  effect — ^perhaps 
with  awful  perils?  No  nation  ever  did  or  ever 
ought  to  resist  such  allurements  and  invitations 
to  a  particular  mode  of  industry.  The  purposes 
of  Providence  relative  to  the  destination  of  men 
are  to  be  gathered  from  the  circumstances  in 
which  his  beneficence  has  placed  them ;  and  to 
refuse  to  make  use  of  the  means  of  prosperity 
which  his  goodness  has  put  into  our  hands^ 
what  is  it  but  spuming  at  his  bounty,  and  re- 
jecting the  blessings  which  his  infinite  wisdom 
has  designated  for  us,  by  the  very  nature  of  his 
allotments  ?  The  employments  of  industry,  con- 
nected with  navigation  and  commercial  enter- 
prise, are  precious  to  the  people  of  that  quarter 
of  the  country,  by  ancient  prejudice,  not  less 
than  recent  profit.  The  occupation  is  rendered 
dear  and  venerable,  by  all  the  cherished  associ- 
ations of  our  infancy,  and  all  the  sage  and  pru- 
dential maxims  of  our  ancestors.  And,  as  to 
the  lessons  of  encouragement  derived  fix)m  re- 
cent experience,  what  nation,  within  a  similar 
period,  ever  received  so  many  that  were  sweet 
and  salutary  ?  What  nation,  in  so  short  a  time, 
ever  before  ascended  to  such  a  height  of  com- 
mercial greatness? 

Having  condnded  what  I  intended  to  sug- 
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gest,  in  relation  to  the  nature  of  the  interest  to 
be  protected,  I  proceed  to  consider  the  nature 
of  the  protection  which  it  is  onr  duty  to  extend. 
And  here,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  necessitated  to 
make  an  observation  which  is  so  simple  and  so 
obvious,  that  were  it  not  for  the  arguments 
urged  against  the  principle  of  maritime  protec- 
tion, I  should  have  deemed'  the  mere  mention 
of  it  to  require  an  apology.  The  remark  is 
this :  that  rights,  in  their  nature  local,  can  only 
be  maintained  where  they  exist,  and  not  where 
they  do  not  exist.  If  you  had  a  field  to  defend 
in  Georgia,  it  would  be  very  strange  to  put  up 
a  fence  in  Massachusetts.  And  yet,  how  does 
this  differ  from  invading  Canada,  for  the  purpose 
of  defending  our  maritime  rights  ?  I  beg  not 
to  be  understood,  Mr.  Speaker,  by  this  remark, 
as  intending  to  chill  the  ardor  for  the  Canada 
expedition.  It  is  very  true,  that,  to  possess 
ourselves  of  the  Canadas,  and  Nova  Scotia,  and 
their  dependencies,  it  would  cost  these  United 
States,  at  the  least  estimate,  $50,000,000 ;  and 
that  Great  Britain's  national  pride,  «nd  her 
pledge  of  protection  to  the  people  of  that  coun- 
try, being  put  out  of  the  question,  she  would 
sell  you  the  whole  territory  for  half  the  money. 
I  make  no  objection,  however,  on  this  account. 
On  the  contrary,  for  the  purposes  of  the  present 
argument,  I  may  admit  that  pecuniary  calcula- 
tion ought  to  be  put  out  of  the  field,  when  spirit 
is  to  be  shown,  or  honor  vindicated.  I  only 
design  to  inquire  how  our  maritime  rights  are 
protected  by  such  invasion.  Suppose  that  in 
every  land-prqiect  you  are  succes^ul — suppose 
both  the  Canadas,  Quebec,  Halifax,  every  tiling 
to  the  North  pole,  yours  by  fair  conquest — are 
your  rights  on  the  ocean,  therefore,  secure? 
Does  your  flag  float  afterwards  in  honor  ?  Are 
your  seamen  safe  from  impressment  ?  Is  your 
course  along  the  highway  of  nations  unobstruct- 
ed ?  No  one  pretends  it.  No  one  has  or  can 
show,  by  any  logical  deduction,  or  any  detail  of 
facts,  that  the  loss  of  tliose  countries  would  so 
compress  Great  Britain  as  to  induce  her  to  aban- 
don for  one  hour  any  of  her  maritime  preten- 
sions. What  then  results  ?  Why,  sir — ^what  is 
palpable  as  the  day — ^that  maritime  rights  are 
only  to  be  maintained  by  maritime  means. 
This  species  of  protection  must  be  given,  or  all 
clamor  about  maritime  rights  will  be  under- 
stood, by  the  people  interested  in  them,  to  be 
hollow  or  false ;  or  (what  is  worse)  an  intention 
to  co-operate  with  the  enemies  of  our  commerce 
in  a  Aill  further  embarrassment  of  it. 

In  considering  this  subiect  of  maritime  pro- 
tection, I  shall  recur  to  the  nature  and  degree 
of  it,  and  to  our  capacity  to  extend  it.  And 
there  we  are  always  met,  at  the  very  threshold, 
with  this  objection:  ^*A  naval  force  requires 
much  time  to  get  it  into  readiness,  and  the  exi- 
gency will  be  past  before  the  preparation  can 
be  completed."  This  want  of  foresight  in  times 
past,  is  made  an  apology  for  want  of  foresight 
in  the  time  present.  We  were  unwise  in  the 
beginning,  and  unwise  we  resolve  to  continue 
until  the  end  of  the  chapter.    We  reftise  to  do 


any  thing  until  the  moment  of  exigency,  and 
then  it  is  too  late.  Thus  our  improvidence  is 
made  sponsor  for  our  disinclination.  But  what 
is  the  law  of  nature  and  the  dictate  of  wiidixn, 
on  this  subject  f  The  casualties  of  life,  the  ac- 
cidents to  which  man  is  exposed,  are  the  modes 
established  by  Providence  for  his  inatmction. 
This  is  the  law  of  our  nature.  Hence  it  is  that 
adversity  is  said  to  keep  a  school  for  certain 
people  who  will  learn  in  no  other.  Hence,  too, 
the  poet  likens  it  to  ^^a  toad,  ugly  and  venom- 
ous, which  bears  a  precious  jewel  in  his  head.** 
And,  in  another  place,  but  with  the  same  geoefal 
relation,  "  out  of  this  thorn  danger,  we  pluck 
the  flower  safety."  This  law  is  just  as  rebtiTe 
to  nations,  as  it  is  to  individuals.  For,  notwith- 
standing all  the  vaunting  of  statesmen,  their 
whole  business  is  to  apply  an  enlarged  oommon 
sense  to  the  affiedrs  intrusted  to  their  manage- 
ment. 

Touching  the  nature  and  degree  of  that  mari- 
time protection,  which  it  may  be  wise  in  this 
nation  to  extend  to  its  maritime  interests,  it 
seems  to  me  that  our  exertions  should  rather 
be  excited  than  graduated,  by  the  ^present  exi- 
gency ;  that  our  duty  is  to  inquire,  upon  a  gen- 
eral scale,  what  our  conunercial  citizens  hare, 
in  this  respect,  a  right  to  claim ;  and  what  is 
the  unquestionable  obligation  of  a  commercial 
nation,  to  so  great  a  class  of  its  interests.  For 
this  purpose,  my  observations  wiU  have  refer- 
ence rather  to  the  principles  of  the  system, 
than  to  the  provisions  of  the  biU  now  "under 
debate.  Undoubtedly,  an  appropriation  for  the 
building  of  ten,  or  any  other  additicMial  number 
of  frigates,  would  be  so  distinct  a  manifestation 
of  the  intention  of  the  National  Legialature  to 
extend  to  commerce  its  natural  protection,  as 
in  itself  to  outweigh  any  theoretic  preference 
for  a  maritime  force  of  higher  character.  I 
cannot,  therefore,  but  cordially  support  an  ap- 
propriation for  a  species  of  protection  so  im- 
portant and  desirable.  Tet  in  an  argumeot, 
having  relation  to  the  system,  rather  than  to 
the  occasion,  I  trust  I  shall  have  the  indulgence 
of  the  House,  if  my  course  of  reflections  should 
take  a  wider  range  than  the  propositions  on  the 
table,  and  embrace,  within  the  soope  of  remark, 
the  general  principles  by  which  the  nature  and 
degree  of  systematical  naval  protection  should 
in  my  judgment  be  regulated. 

Touching  that  branch  of  interest  which  is 
most  precious  to  commercial  men,  it  is  impoaei- 
ble  that  there  can  be  any  mistake.  For  how- 
ever dear  the  interests  of  property  or  of  life, 
exposed  upon  the  ocean,  may  be  to.their  own- 
ers or  their  friends;  yet  the  safety  of  our  altars 
and  of  our  firesides,  of  our  cities  and  of  onr  sea- 
board, must,  from  the  nature  of  things,  be  en- 
twined into  the  affections  by  ties  incomparaUy 
more  strong  and  tender.  Aud  it  happens  that 
both  national  pride  and  honor  are  pecoliariy 
identified  with  the  support  of  these  primary 
objects  of  commercial  interest 

With  respect  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  this 
naval  force,  some  difference  of  opinion  may 
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arise,  according  to  the  view  taken  of  the  pri- 
mary objects  of  protection.  For  myself,  I  con- 
sider that  those  objects  are  first  to  be  protected, 
in  the  safety  of  which  the  national  character 
and  happiness  are  most  deeply  interested.  And 
these  are  chiefly  concerned,  beyond  all  question, 
in  the  preservation  of  our  maritime  settlements 
from  pillage  and  our  coast  from  violence.  For 
this  purpose  it  is  requisite  that  there  should  be 
a  ship  of  war  for  the  harbor  of  every  great  city 
of  the  United  States,  equal,  in  point  of  force,  to 
the  usual  grade  of  ship»-of-the-line  of  the  mari- 
time belligerents.  These  ships  might  be  so  in- 
structed as  to  act  siagly  or  together,  as  circum- 
stances might  require.  My  reason  for  the  se- 
lection of  Siis  species  of  force  is^  that  it  puts 
every  city  and  great  harbor  of  the  United  States 
in  a  state  of  security  from  the  insults,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  your  seacoast  from  the  depreda- 
tion, of  any  single  ship  of  war  of  any  nation. 
To  Uiese  should  be  added  a  number  of  frigates 
and  smaller  vessels  of  war.  By  such  means  our 
coasting  trade  might  be  protected,  the  mouths 
of  our  harbors  secured  (in  particular  that  of  the 
MissiBsippi)  from  the  buccaneers -of  the  West 
Indies,  and,  hereafter  perhaps,  from  those  of 
South  America.  A  system  of  protection,  grad- 
uated upon  a  scale  so  conformable  to  the  nature 
of  ^e  country,  and  to  the  greatness  of  the  com- 
mercial interest,  would  tend  to  quiet  that  spirit 
of  jealousy  which  so  naturally  and  so  justly  be- 
gins to  spring  up  among  the  States.  Those  in- 
terested in  commerce  would  care  little  what 
local  influences  predominated,  or  how  the  ball 
of  power  vibrated  among  our  factions,  provided 
an  efficient  protection  of  their  essential  interests,' 
upon  systematic  principles,  was  not  only  secured 
by  the  letter  of  the  constitution,  but  assured  by  a 
Bpirit  pervading  every  description  of  their  rulers. 
But  it  is  said  that  "  we  have  not  capacity  to 
maintain  such  a  naval  force.''  Is  it  want  of  pe- 
cuniary or  want  of  physical  capacity  ?  In  rela- 
tion to  our  pecuniary  capacity,  I  will  not  conde- 
scend to  add  any  proof  to  that  plain  statement 
already  exhibited,  showing  that  we  have  an  an- 
nual commercial  exposure,  equal  to  six  hundred 
millions  of  dollars,  and  that  two-thirds  of  one 
per  cent,  upon  this  amount  of  value,  or  four 
millions  of  dollars,  is  more  than  is  necessary,  if 
annually  and  systematically  appropriated,  for 
this  great  object;  so  anxiously  and  rightfully 
desired  by  your  seaboard,  and  so  essential  to 
the  honor  and  obligations  of  the  nation.  I  will 
only  make  a  single  other  statement,  by  way  of 
illastrating  the  smallness  of  the  annual  appro- 
priations necessary  for  the  attainment  of  this 
important  purpose.  The  annual  appropriation 
of  one-sixth  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of 
the  value  of  the  whole  annual  commercial  ex- 
posure, (one  million  of  dollars,)  is  sufficient  to 
build,  in  two  years,  six  seyenty-four  gun  ships ; 
and  taking  the  average  expense  in  peace  and 
war,  the  annual  appropriation  of  the  same  sum 
is  sufficient  to  maintain  them  afterwards,  in  a 
condition  for  efficient  service.  This  objection 
of  pecuniary  inability  may  be  believed  in  the 


interior  country,  where  the  greatness  of  the 
commercial  property  and  all  the  tender  obliga- 
tions connected  with  its  preservation,  are  not 
realized.  But,  in  the  cities  and  in  the  commer- 
cial States,  the  extent  of  the  national  resources 
is  more  truly  estimated.  They  know  the  mag- 
nitude, of  the  interests  at  stake  and  their  essen- 
tial claim  to  protection.  Why,  sir,  were  we 
seriously  to  urge  this  objection  of  pecuniary  in- 
capacity to  the  commercial  men  of  Massachu- 
setts, they  would  laugh  us  to  scorn.  Let  me 
state  a  single  fact  In  the  year  1745,  the  State, 
then  the  colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  included 
a  population  of  220,000  souls,  aod  yet,  in  that 
infant  state  of  the  country,  it  owned  a  fleet 
consisting  of  three  ships,  one  of  which  carried 
twenty  guns,  three  snows,  one  brig,  and  three 
sloops ;  being  an  aggregate  of  ten  vessels  of  war.- 
These  partook  of  the  dangers,  and  shared  in  the 
glory,  of  that  expedition  which  terminated  with 
the  surrender  of  Louisburg.  Comparing  the 
population,  the  extent  of  territory,  the  capital, 
and  all  the  other  resources  of  this  great  nation, 
with  the  narrow  means  of  the  colony  of  Massa- 
chusetts at  that  period  of  its  history,  it  is  not 
extravagant  to  assert  that  the  fleet  it  then  pos- 
sessed, in  proportion  to  its  pecuniary  resources, 
was  greater  than  would  be,  in  proportion  to  the 
resources  of  the  United  States,  a  fleet  of  fifty 
sail-of-the-line  and  one  hundred  frigates. 

The  general  eflfect  of  the  policy  I  advocate,  is 
to  produce  confidence  at  home  and  respect 
abroad.  These  are  twin  shoots  from  the  same 
stock,  and  never  fail  to  flourish  or  fade  together. 
Confidence  is  a  plant  of  no  mushroom  growth 
and  of  no  artificial  texture.  It  springs  only 
from  sage  counsels  and  generous  endeavors.  The 
protection  you  extend  must  be  efficient  and 
suited  to  the  nature  of  the  object  you  profess  to 
maintain.  If  it  be  neither  adequate  nor  appro- 
priate, your  wisdom  may  be  doubted,  your 
motives  may  be  distrusted,  but  in  vain  you 
expect  confidence.  The  inhabitants  of  the  sea- 
board will  inquire  of  their  own  senses  and  not 
of  your  logic,  concerning  the  reality  of  their 
protection. 

As  to  respect  abroad,  what  course  can  be 
more  certain  to  insure  it?  What  object  more 
honorable,  what  more  dignified  than  to  behold  a 
great  nation  pursuing  wise  ends  by  appropriate 
means;  rising  to  adopt  a  series  of  systematic 
exertions,  suited  to  her  power,  and  adequate  to 
her  purposes?  What  object  more  consolatory  to 
the  friends — what  more  paralyzing  to  the  enemies 
of  our  Union — ^than  to  behold  the  natural  jeal- 
ousies and  rivalries,  which  are  the  acknowl- 
edged dangers  of  our  political  condition,  subsid- 
ing or  sacrificing?  What  sight  more  exhilarat- 
ing than  to  see  this  great  nation  once  more 
walking  forth  among  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
under  the  protection  of  no  foreign  shield? 
Peaceful  because  powerful — powerful  because 
united  in  interests,  and  amalgamated  by  con- 
centration of  those  interests  in  the  national 
affections. 

But,  let  the  opposite  policy  prevail ;  let  the 
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essential  interests  of  the  great  component  parts 
of  this  Union  find  no  protection  under  the  na- 
tional arm — ^instead  of  safety  let  them  realize 
oppression,  and  the  seeds  of  discord  and  disso- 
lution are  inevitahly  sown  in  a  soil  the  best 
fitted  for  their  root,  and  affording  the  richest 
nourishment  for  their  expansion.  It  may  be  a 
long  time  before  they  npen.  But,  sooner  or 
later,  they  will  assuredly  burst  forth  in  all  their 
destructive  energies.  In  the  intermediate  pe- 
riod, what  aspect  does  a  Union,  thus  destitute  of 
cement,  present  ?  Is  it  that  of  a  nation  keen  to 
discern,  and  strong  to  resist,  violations  of  its 
sovereignty  ?  It  has  rather  the  appearance  of  a 
casual  collection  of  semi-barbarous  clans,  with 
^e  forms  of  civilization,  and  with  the  rude  and 
rending  passions  of  the  savage  state.  In  truth, 
powerftil— yet,  as  to  any  foreign  effect,  imbecile 
— ^rich,  in  the  goods  of  fortune,  yet  wanting 
that  inherent  spirit  without  which  a  nation  is 
poor  indeed;  their  strength  exhausted  by  strug- 
gles for  local  power;  their  moral  sense  debas^ 
by  low  intrigues  for  personal  popularity,  or 
temporary  pre-eminence;  all  their  thoughts 
turned  not  to  the  safety  of  the  State,  but  to  the 
elevation  of  a  chieftain.  A  people  presenting 
such  an  aspect,  what  have  they  to  expect  abroad? 
What  but  pillage,  insult,  and  scorn  ? 

The  choice  is  before  us.  Persist  in  refusing 
efficient  maritime  protection ;  persist  in  tiie  sys- 
tem of  commercial  restrictions ;  what  now  is, 
perhaps,  anticipation,  will  hereafter  be  his- 
tory, 

Mr.  FiBK  said  that,  when  this  subject  was 
first  presented  to  the  House,  he  felt  indined  to 
vote  for  a  small  increase  of  the  Naval  Establish- 
ment ;  but  it  now  appears  that,  what  is  asked 
for  is  considered  only  as  laying  a  foundation 
for  a  great  system — ^a  system  which,  he  feared, 
if  carried  into  execution,  might  change  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr.  F.  contended  that  the  Navy  never  had, 
and  never  could  protect  our  commerce.  Like 
standing  armies,  he  considered  navies  as  dan- 
gerous to  liberty.  As  to  the  constitutional 
provision,  with  respect  to  a  navy,  it  is  nothing 
more  than  a  mere  grant  of  power,  which  Con- 
gress is  at  liberty  to  use  or  not)  as  l^ey  may 
deem  it  necessary  or  expedient 

Though  he  had  listened  with  candor  to  all 
the  arguments  which  had  been  used  in  favor  of 
an  increase  of  Uiis  Establishment  at  the  present 
time,  he  was  far  from  being  convinced  that 
such  an  increase,  at  present,  is  eitlier  necessary 
or  expedient  It  appeared  to  him  that  every 
nation  which  has  embarked,  to  any  extent,  in 
Navy  Establishments,  has  been  eventually  crush- 
ed by  theuL  Whether  you  go  back  to  ancient, 
or  look  upon  modern  Europe,  you  will  find 
navies  have  not  afforded  that  protection  which 
gentlemen  are  desirous  of  persuading  the  House 
they  are  capable  of  affording.  Has  the  navy  of 
Russia  protected  her  commerce?  There  are  in 
the  Russian  dominions  from  twenty-five  to 
thirty  millions  of  people ;  but,  by  every  account 
we  have  of  them,  their  situation  is  not  very  en- 


viable ;  nor  have  tl^ey  any  great  degree  of  com- 
merce to  protect.  Where  are  the  navies  of 
Sweden  and  Denwark  ?  The  latter,  it  is  well 
known,  were  swept  away  and  destroyed  by  the 
British  fieet ;  and  the  fleet  of  Sweden  serves 
only  to  keep  the  country  in  poverty  to  wi«ntMiw 
it  A  navy  looks  pretty  well  in  theory;  but 
look  into  the  experience  of  nations,  and  it  will 
be  found  to  have  been  the  bane  of  every  coon- 
try  which  has  had  any  thing  to  do  with  it  We 
should  want  wisdom,  therefore,  to  pursue  a 
system  which  has  proved  so  ruinous  to  otbers. 

With  respect  to  Great  Britain  herself  it  hid 
been  said  that  her  navy  had  been  the  bub  of 
her  wealth  and  prosperity.  Mr.  F.  said  he  did 
not  envy  the  situation  of  that  country.  The 
glory  and  honor  which  such  nations  are  in  the 
habit  of  acquiring,  prove  a  curse  to  them  In  the 
end  by  enslaving  them  with  expense. 

As  to  the  protection  and  encouragement  of 
commerce,  he  believed  commerce  would  slwaya 
flourish  best  when  left  to  itself  unshackled  by 
regulations.  It  will  then  be  carried  to  every 
part  of  the  globe.  In  the  course  of  the  debate, 
it  had  been  said  that  the  exports  of  Great  Britain, 
in  1797,  were  not  greater  than  ours  before  our 
commerce  was  restricted,  though  that  nation 
had  possessed  a  navy  which  had  triumphed  on 
the  ocean  for  half  a  century.  How  did  this 
happen?  It  was  owing,  said  Mr.  F.,  to  the 
freedom  of  our  commerce. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Quinot)  had  spoken  of  the  naval  force  former- 
ly possessed  by  Massachusetts.  But^  what  se- 
curity did  those  ships  afford  ?  They  were  of  do 
use,  as  he  believed ;  they  were  nothing  but  a 
heavy  expense  to  the  State;  and  he  believed  the 
merchants  had  found  their  oonunerce  in  amoch 
better  state  since,  than  it  was  when  they  wera 
in  being. 

(xenUemen  speak  of  the  embarrassments  of 
our  commerce,  a^if  they  were  owing  to  oor  not 
having  a  navy ;  but,  if  they  will  look  aroond, 
they  will  find  that  those  countries  whidi  have 
navies  have  not  escaped;  our  embamasmentB 
have  arisen  from  the  wrongs  committed  agunst 
us  by  other  nations,  which  we  had  no  poirerof 
preventing. 

It  had  been  shown  that  the  Navy  Establish* 
ment  proposed  could  not  be  supported  but  by 
an  expense  which  would  prove  ruinous  to  this 
country.  Bather  than  incur  this  expense,  he 
was  willing  to  dispense  with  the  honor  sapfpos- 
ed  to  be  attached  to  such  an  Establishment 
Mr.  F.  was  opposed  to  this  system,  too,  became 
it  could  not  be  supported  without  having  re- 
course to  a  force  simiLar  to  impressment  to  ob- 
tain a  number  of  seamen  sufficient  to  man  soch 
a  fieet  He  was  anxious  to  protect  every  part 
of  the  Union ;  but  he  could  not  consent  to  sup- 
port any  scheme  so  pregnant  with  mischief  to 
the  country,  as  he  considered  this  large  Navy 
Establishment  to  be. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  strike  oot  the 
section  for  building  Uie  fr^pates  was  canied — 
yeas  62,  nays  59. 
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The  next  qnestion  was,  on  agreeing  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  ml  the  blank  for 
providing  ship  timber  and  other  imperishable 
materials,  with  the  words  two  hundred  thou- 
saad  dollara,  which  was  carried— yeas  82,  nays 
87. 

Another  qnestion  was  on  agreeing  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  make  the  above  ap- 
propriation for  three  years,  yiz :  for  the  years 
1812, 1818,  and  1814.  This  motion  was  car- 
ried—yeas 67,  nays  52. 

The  next  question  was  on  agreeing  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  appropriate  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  for  providing  a  dock 
yard, 

Mr.  Rhea  moved  to  strike  out  the  section ; 
but  this  motion  being  decided  to  be  out  of  or- 
der, Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiAVB  spoke  against  the  pro- 
priety of  appropriating  money,  wiSiout  estimate, 
for  an  object  not  wanted  until  we  went  about 
building  seventy-fours.  The  House  a^oumed, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Smilie,  without  taking  the 
question. 


TiTssDAT,  January  28. 
Nanal  EBtabluhment. 

The  order  of  the  day,  viz :  the  bill  concerning 
the  Naval  Establishment,  was  then  taken  up, 
sud  the  question  on  agreeing  to  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  fill  up  the  blank 
in  the  section  providing  a  dock  yard,  with  one 
hundred  thousand  dolkrs,  being  under  consid- 
eration, Mr.  Cheves  stated  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  committee  had  recommended  this 
provision  of  the  bill,  and  replied  to  some  remarks 
of  bis  colleague  (Mr.  Williaiis)  made  yesterday. 

Mr.  Rhea  tlien  moved  tostnke  out  the  whole 
section  in  relation  to  the  dock  yard;  which, 
after  some  httle  debate,  was  carried — ^yeos  66, 
nays  52. 

Mr.  Blaokledos  moved  a  new  section  to  the 
bill,  providing  for  the  building  of  four  seventy- 
four  gnnships.  As  an  inducement  to  the  House 
to  adopt  this  new  section,  he  stated  there  were 
sufficient  timber  and  guns  on  hand ;  that  the 
whole  expense  would  not  exceed  $1,800,000, 
and  the  guns  and  timber  being  already  provid- 
ed, an  appropriation  of  $824,000  only,  would 
he  necessary  to  complete  ^em. 

The  question  was  negatived — ^yeas  38,  nays 
76. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 


Monday,  March  2. 
Divorca  in  the  District. 
Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Coluinbia,  made  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  to 
whom  were  referred  the  petitions  of  Jane  Deakina, 
prajiug  for  a  divorce  from  William  Deakina,  and  of 
I>avid  Beck,  praying  for  a  divorce  from  Ellen,  his 
vile,  submit  the  following  report : 


The  only  object  which  the  petitioners  can  have  in 
Tiew  is  to  he  enabled,  reapectively,  to  enter  into  new 
contracts  of  marriage.  Were  marriages  only  a  dvU 
itudtutiony  the  courts  of  law  would  be  open  to  all  par- 
ties seekinff  the  redress  now  prayed  for.  for  alleged 
breach  of  the  marriage  contract :  but  it  is  something 
more;  it  is  a  divine  ordirumcet  and  has  been  pro- 
nounced such  by  the  highest  legal  as  well  as  spiritual 
authority.  The  competency  of  any  human  tribunal 
to  dissolve  its  sacred  obligations  may  well  be  doubted. 
The  justice  or  policy,  under  any  circumstances,  of 
weakening  the  matrimonial  institution,  upon  the 
purity  of  which  depends  the  very  fabric  of  society  it- 
self^ may  be  boldly  denied.  Divorces  are  not  merely 
the  effBCt  of  corruption  of  manners ;  they  are  the  cause 
also.  They  hold  out  temptations  to  crime  which 
human  inmrmity  cannot  at  all  times  resist  They 
hold  out  incentives  to  that  adultery  which  they  are 
called  in  to  remedy.  Extreme  cases  may  indeed  be 
put,  but  they  are  rare ;  both  parties  are  generally  in 
fault  Shall  a  very  few  individuals,  who  present 
themselves  in  a  questionable  shape,  be  debarred  from 
contracting  a  second  marriage,  or  shall  the  founds^ 
tions  of  society  be  loosened  for  their  special  accom- 
modation ?  Shall  the  heaviest  pubUo  injury  be  en- 
countered for  the  convenience  of  those,  who,  for  the 
most  part,  have  shown  how  little  reliance  is  to  be 
placed  upon  their  virtue  or  discretion  ?  Shall  incen- 
tives to  nuptial  infidelity  be  presented  to  the  great 
body  of  society  for  the  persona!  gratification  of  a  few 
unfortunate  members,  diffusing  dissatisfaction  and 
discontent,  where,  but  for  the  deceitful  hope  of  divorce, 
they  had  never  been  known  ? 

The  frequency  of  divorces  may  be  taken  as  an  un- 
erring criterion  of  the  depravity  of  morals.  A  re- 
spectable authority  has  declared,  that  *<  from  the  Re- 
formation to  the  commencement  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  there  had  occurred  only  four  instances  of 
Parliamentaiy  divorce ;  but,  in  the  present  reign,  they 
had  increased  to  the  enormous  number  of  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety-three."  It  is  notorious  that  the 
crime  which  is  made  the  ground-work  of  the  divorce, 
is  frequently  committed  with  the  most  "  deliberate 
and  unblushing  indifference,"  for  the  purpose  of  ena- 
bling the  adulterer  and  adidtress  thereafber  to  inter- 
many.  Your  committee  will  not  attempt  to  pursue 
the  subject  further.  It  is  calculated  to  inspire  the 
most  solenm  reflections.  They  are  opposed  to  divorce 
upon  principle,  as  tending  to  excite  family  discord ; 
as  bearing  hard  upon  the  weaker  sex,  whom  it  is  es- 
pecially incumbent  upon  us  to  protect  and  to  cherish ; 
above  all,  as  weakening  the  matrimonial  tie,  upon 
the  sanctity  of  which  depend  ^'  alt.  the  charities  of 
father,  son,  and  brother.**  The  committee  will  not 
enter  into  the  question  how  far  it  may  be  wise  or 
politic  to  hold  forth  to  the  world  this  District  as  an 
a^lum  for  those  who  wish  to  obtain  absolution  from 
the  mamage  vow.  The^  will  content  themselves 
with  submitting  the  followmg  resolution : 

Removed,  That  the  ^mjer  of  the  petitioners  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

Referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next. 


Wednesday,  March  4. 
Constitution  of  Orleans, 
The  following  message  was  received  from  the 
Pbesidbkt  of  the  United  States  : 
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To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

BepreamtaJtwesofilU  United  States : 

At  the  request  of  the  convention  aasembled  in  the 
Territory  o^  Orleans  on  the  22d  day  of  November 
last,  I  transmit  to  Congress  the  proceedings  of  that 
body  in  pnrsnance  of  the  act,  entitled  ^*  An  act  to  en- 
able the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  to  form  a 
constitution  and  State  government,  and  for  the  ad- 
mission of  the  said  State  into  the  Upion  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poaes.^  JAMES  MADISON. 

March  3,  1812. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  documents 
having  been  read,  a  proposition  was  made  to 
refer  them  to  a  select  committee ;  but,  before  it 
was  decided,  the  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  March  9. 
British  Intrigues. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbbbident  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  ofihe  United  States : 
I  lay  before  Congress  copies  of  certain  documents 
which  remain  in  the  Department  of  State.  They 
prove  that  at  a  recent  period,  whilst  the  United 
States,  notwithstanding  the  wrongs  sustained  by 
them,  ceased  not  to  observe  the  laws  of  peace  and 
neutrality  towards  Great  Britain,  and  in  the  midst 
of  amicable  professions  and  negotiations  on  the  part 
of  the  British  Government,  through  its  public  Minis- 
ters here,  a  secret  agent  of  tliat  Government  was 
employed  in  certain  States,  more  especially  at  the 
seat  of  Government  in  Massachusetts,  in  fomenting 
disaffection  to  the  constituted  authorities  of  the 
nation ;  and  in  intrigues  with  the  disaffected  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  about  resistance  to  the  laws ;  and 
eventually,  in  concert  with  a  British  force,  of  destroy- 
ing the  Union  and  forming  the  Eastern  part  thereof 
into  a  political  connection  with  Great  Britain. 
•  In  addition  to  the  effect  which  the  discovery  of 
such  a  procedure  ought  to  have  on  the  Public  Coon* 
cils,  it  will  not  fail  to  render  more  dear  to  the  hearts 
of  all  good  citizens  that  happy  Union  of  these  States, 
which,  under  Divine  Providence,  is  the  guarantee  of 
their  liberties,  their  safety,  their  tranquillity,  and 
their  prosperity. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
March  9,  1812. 

Mr,  Henry  to  Mr,  Monroe, 
Philadelphia,  February  20,  1812. 
Sir  :  Much  observation  and  experience  have  con- 
vinced me,  that  the  iiguries  and  insults  with  which 
the  United  States  have  been  so  long  and  so  frequently 
visited,  and  which  cause  their  present  embarrassment, 
have  been  owing  to  an  opinion  entertained  by  foreign 
States,  "that  in  any  measure  tending  to  wound 
their  pride,  or  provoke  their  hostility,  the  Govern- 
ment of  this  countiy  could  never  induce  a  great 
majority  of  its  citizens  to  concur.*' — ^And  as  many 
of>  the  evils  which  flow  from  the  influence  of  this 
opinion  on  the  policy  of  foreign  nations,  may  bo 
removed  by  any  act  that  qan  produce  unanimity 
among  all  parties  in  America,  I  voluntarily  tender  to 
you,  sir,  such  means,  as  I  possess,  towards  promoting 
so  desirable  and  important  an  object ;  which,  if  ac- 
complished, cannot  fail  to  extinguish,  perhaps  for- 


ever, those  expectations  abroad,  which  may  protract 
indefinitely  an  aooommodatlon  of  existing  dlflfereooei^ 
and  check  the  progress  of  indnstiy  and  proqxsriiy 
in  this  rising  Empire. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  docv- 
ments  and  oorrespondence  relating  to  an  importaat 
mission  in  which  I  was  employed  by  Sir  James 
Crai^,  the  late  Governor  General  of  the  Britiik 
Provmces  in  North  America,  in  the  winter  of  tk« 
year  1809. 

The  publication  of  these  papers  will  demonstnte  a 
fact  not  less  valuable  than  the  good  already  pro- 
posed ;  it  will  prove  that  ho  reliance  on^t  to  be 
placed  on  the  professions  of  good  faith  of  an  Admin- 
istration, which,  by  a  series  of  disastrous  events,  has 
fallen  into  such  hands  aa  a  Castierea^  a  Wellesley, 
or  a  Liverpool — ^I  should  rather  say  into  the  binds 
of  the  stupid  subalterns,  to  whom  tiie  pleasoies  and 
the  indolence  of  those  Ministers  have  oonsigiied  it. 

In  contributing  to  the  good  of  the  United  States 
by  an  exposition  which  cannot  (I  think)  fiul  to  soIt* 
and  melt  all  division  and  disunion  among  its  dtisen^ 
I  flatter  myself  with  the  fond  expectation  that  when 
it  is  made  public  in  England  it  will  add  one  gnat 
motive  to  the  many  that  already  exist,  to  i^iiee 
that  nation  to  withdraw  its  confidence  from  meo 
whose  political  career  is  a  fruitful  sonroe  of  injoiy 
and  embarrassment  in  America;  of  injustioe  and 
misery  in  Ireland ;  of  distress  and  apprehensoo  in 
England ;  and  contempt  every  whera  In  making 
this  communication  to  you,  sir,  I  deem  it  incombeBt 
on  me  distinctly  and  imequivocally  to  state  that  I 
adopt  no  party  views;  that  I  have  not  changed  any 
of  my  political  opinions ;  that  I  neither  seek  nor 
desire  the  patronage  nor  countenance  of  any  Govenn 
ment  nor  of  any  party;  and  that,  in  addition  to  the 
motives  already  expressed,  I  am  influenced  by  a  just 
resentment  of  the  perfidy  and  dishonor  of  those  tdio 
first  violated  the  conditions  upon  which  I  reoei^ 
their  confidence;  who  have  injured  me  and  djsup- 
pointed  the  expectations  of  my  friends,  and  left  me 
no  choice  but  between  a  degrading  acquieaeeoee  in 
injustice,  and  a  retaliation  which  is  neceasaiy  to 
secure  to  me  my  own  respect 

This  wound  will  be  felt  where  it  is  merited ;  and 
if  Sir  James  Craig  still  live,  his  share  of  the  paia 
will  excite  no  sympathy  among  those  who  an  at  aU 
in  the  secret  of  our  connection. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  moMobedieBk 
servant,  &o.  J.  HENBT. 

To  Hon.  Jahes  Mokroe, 

Secretary  ofState^  jr. 

Nal. 
Mr.  Ryland,   Secretaxy  to  Sur  Jamea  Cna^  late 
Governor  General  of  the   Britiah  Provinees  in 
North  America,  to  Mr.  Heniy. 

Ajiplication  to  undertake  the  Mission  to  the  UnSsi 

States. 

[Most  secret  and  confidential] 

Quebec,  January  26,  1809. 
Mr  Drar  Sir  :  The  extraordinary  sUte  of  tfaiqgt 
at  this  time  in  the  neighboring  States  has  saggtiStd, 
to  the  Govemor-in-Chief  the  idea  of  employing  you 
on  a  secret  and  confidential  mission  to  Boston,  pro> 
vided  an  arrangement  can  be  made  to  meet  the 
important  end  in  view,  without  throwing  an  absolnla 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  your  professional  pursnita 
The  information  and  political  observations  heretofon 
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receiYed  from  yon  were  tnummitted  by  bis  Excellency 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  who  has  expressed  bis 
puticalar  approbation  of  them;  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  yonr  able  execution  of  such  a  mission  as 
I  have  soggested,  would  give  yon  a  claim,  not  only 
on  the  GoTemor  General,  but  on  His  Majesty's  Min- 
isters, which  might  eventually  contribute  to  your 
advantage.  Yon  will  have  the  goodness,  therdTore, 
to  acquaint  me,  for  his  Excellency's  information, 
whether  you  could  make  it  conyenient  to  engage  in 
a  mission  of  this  nature,  and  what  pecuniaiy  assist- 
ance would  be  requisite  to  enable  you  to  undertake 
it,  without  injury  to  yourself. 

At  present,  it  is  oidy  necessary  for  me  to  add,  that 
the  Governor  will  furnish  you  with  a  cipher  for  car- 
rying on  your  correspondence ;  and  that,  in  case  the 
leading  party  in  any  of  the  States  wished  to  open  a 
communication  with  this  Government,  their  views 
might  be  communicated  through  you. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard,  my  dear  sir, 
your  most  faithful,  humble  servant, 

HERMAN  W.  RYLAND. 

John  Hbnby,  Esq. 

No.  2. 

General  Instructions  from  Sir  J.  H.  Craig  to  Mr. 

Henry,  respecting  his  Secret  Mission. 

Bis  Excellency  (he  Gatfemar'tn-Chie/^s  Instructions  to 
Mr.  Henry,  of  February,  1809. 
[Most  secret  and  confidential.] 

Quebec,  February  6,  1809. 

Sir  :  As  you  have  so  readily  undertaken  the  ser- 
vice which  I  have  suggested  to  you,  as  being  likely 
to  be  attended'  with  much  benefit  to  the  public  inter- 
ests, I  am  to  request,  that,  with  yoqr  earliest  con- 
venience, you  will  proceed  to  Boston. 

The  principal  object  that  I  recommend  to  your  at- 
tention, is,  the  endeavor  to  obtain  the  most  accurate 
information  of  the  true  state  of  affairs  in  that  part  of 
the  Union,  which,  from  its  wealth,  the  number  of  its 
inhabitants^  and  the  known  intelligence  and  ability 
<^  several  of  its  leading  men,  must  naturally  possess 
a  very  considerable  influence  over,  and  will  indeed 
probably  lead  the  other  Eastern  States  of  America  in 
tibe  part  that  they  may  take  at  this  important  crisis. 

I  shall  not  pretend  to  point  out  to  you  the  mode  by 
which  you  will  be  most  likely  to  obtain  this  impor- 
tant information  ;  your  own  judgment,  and  the  con- 
nections which  you  may  have  in  the  town,  must  be 
yonr  guide.  I  think  it,  however,  necessary  to  put 
you  on  your  guard  against  the  sangnineness  of  an 
aspiring  par^.  The  Federalists,  as  I  understand, 
have  at  idl  times  discovered  a  leaning  to  this  dispo- 
ntion ;  and  their  being  under  its  particular  influence, 
at  this  moment,  is  the  more  to  be  expected,  from 
their  having  no  ill-founded  ground  for  their  hopes  of 
being  nearer  the  attainment  of  their  object  than  they 
have  been  for  some  years  past 

In  the  general  terms  which  I  have  made  use  of 
in  describing  the  object  which  I  recommend  to 
yonr  attention,  it  is  scarcely  necessaiy  that  I  should 
obeerve,  I  include  the  state  of  the  public  opinion, 
both  with  regard  to  their  internal  politics,  and  to  the 
probability  of  a  war  with  England ;  the  comparative 
strength  of  the  two  great  parties  into  which  the  coun- 
try is  divided,  and  the  views  and  designs  of  that 
which  may  ultimately  prevail. 

It  has  been  supposed,  that,  if  the  Federalists  of  the 
Eastern  States  should  be  successfid  m  obtaining  that 
decided  influence  which  may  enable  them  to   direct 


the  public  opinion,  it  is  not  improbable  that,  rather 
than  submit  to  a  continuance  of  the  difficulties  and 
distress  to  which  they  are  now  subject,  they  will  exert 
that  influence  to  bring  about  a  separation  from  the 
general  Union.  The  earliest  information  on  this  sub- 
ject may  be  of  great  consequence  to  our  Government, 
as  it  may  also  be,  that  it  should  be  informed  how  far, 
in  such  an  event,  they  would  look  up  to  England 
for  assistance,  or  be  disposed  to  enter  into  a  connec- 
tion with  us. 

Although  it  would  be  highly  inexpedient  that  you 
should  in  any  manner  appear  as  an  avowed  agent, 
yet,  if  you  could  contrive  to  obtain  an  intimacy  with 
any  of  the  leading  party,  it  may  not  be  improper  that 
you  should  insinuate,  (though  with  great  caution,) 
that,  if  they  should  wish  to  enter  into  any  communi- 
cation with  our  Government,  through  me,  you  are 
authorized  to  receive  any  such,  and  will  safely  trans- 
mit it  to  me.  And  as  it  may  not  be  impossible  that 
they  should  require  some  document,  by  which  they 
may  be  assured  that  you  are  really  in  the  situation 
in  which  you  represent  yourself,  1  enclose  a  creden- 
tial to  be  produced  in  that  view.  But,  I  most  par- 
ticularly ei^oin  and  direct  that  you  do  not  make  any 
use  of  this  paper,  unless  a  desire  to  that  purpose 
should  be  expressed,  and  unless  you  see  good  ground 
for  expecting  that  the  doing  so  may  lead  to  a  more 
confidential  conununication  than  you  can  otherwise 
look  for. 

In  passing  through  the  State  of  Vermont,  you  will 
of  course  exert  your  endeavors  to  procure  all  the  in- 
formation that  the  short  stay  you  will  probably  make 
there  will  admit  o£  You  will  use  your  own  discretion 
as  to  delaying  your  journey  with  this  view,  more  or 
less,  in  proportion  to  your  prospects  of  obtaining  any 
information  of  consequence. 

I  request  to  hear  from  you  as  frequentiy  as  possi- 
ble ;  and  as  letters  directed  to  me  might  excite  suspi- 
cion, it  may  be  as  well  that  you  put  them  under 

cover  to  Mr. ;  and  as  even  the  addressing  letters 

always  to  the  same  person  might  attract  notice,  I 
recommend  your  sometimes  addressing  your  packet 
to  the  Chief  Justice  here,  or  occasionally,  though 
seldom,  to  Mr.  Ryland,  but  never  with  the  addition 
of  his  official  description. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
J.  H.  CRAIG. 

John  Henbt,  Esq. 

Copy  of  the  ^^  Credential*  given  hg  Sir  James  Craig  to 
Mr.  Henry. 
The  bearer,  Mr.  John  Henxy,  is  employed  by  me, 
and  full  confidence  may  be  placed  in  him  for  any 
communication  which  any  person  may  wish  to  make 
to  me  in  the  business  committed  to  him.  In  faith  of 
which  I  have  given  him  this  under  my  hand  and  seal 
at  Quebec,  the  6th  day  of  February,  1809. 

[Copies  of  the  letters  from  Mr.  Henry  to  Sir  James 
Craig,  relative  to  his  mission  to  the  United  States,  in 
the  year  1809.] 

.       No.  1. 
Answer  to  the  Utter  of  Mr.  Secretary  Ryland^  proposing 
the  mission,  ^c. 

Montreal,  Jan.  81,  1809. 
Sib  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  favor  of  your  let- 
ter of  the  26th  instant^  written  by  the  desire  of  his 
Excellency,  the  Govemor-in-Chief,  and  hasten  to  ex- 
press, through  you,  to  his  Blxcellency,  my  readiness 
to  comply  with  his  wishea, 
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I  need  not  add  how  vexy  flattering  it  is  to  receive 
from  His  Ezcellencj  the  assarance  of  the  approbation 
of  His  Majesty's  Secretaxy  of  State,  for  the  very  hnm- 
Ue  services  that  I  may  have  rendered. 

If  the  nature  of  the  service  in  which  I  am  to  be  en- 
gaged will  require  no  other  disborsements  than  for 
my  individual  expenses,  I  do  not  apprehend  that 
these  can  exceed  my  private  resonroea. 

I  shall  be  ready  to  take  my  departure  before  my 
instructions  can  be  made  out. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.H. 

H.  W»  Rtland,  Esq.,  Secrdarjff  ite. 

No.  2. 

To  Sis  ExedUncy  the  Governor  Generalj  j<e.,  m  a»- 

swer  to  his  letter  of  instructions^  ^. 

Montreal,  Feb,  10,  1809. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  Excellency's  letter  of  instructions,  the  letter 
of  credence,  and  die  cipher  for  canying  on  my  oorre- 
i^ndenoe.  I  have  bestowed  much  pains  upon  the 
cipher,  and  am,  notwithstanding  this,  deficient  in 
some  points  which  might  enable  me  to  understand  it 
clearly.  I  have  compared  the  example  with  my  own 
exemplification  of  the  cipher,  and  find  a  difference  in 
the  results ;  and  as  the  present  moment  seems  favor- 
able to  the  interference  of  His  Majesty's  Government 
m  the  measures  pursued  by  the  Fed^nl  party  in  the 
Northern  States,  and  more  especially  as  the  Assem- 
bly of  Massachubetts  is  now  in  session,  I  think  it  bet- 
ter to  set  forward  immediately,  than  wait  for  any 
further  explanation  of  the  means  of  carrying  on  a 
secret  correspondence,  which  the  frequency  of  sale 
private  conveyances  to  Canada  will  render  almost 
wholly  unnecessary.  Should  it,  however,  be  neces- 
sary at  any  time,  I  take  leave  to  suggest  that  the  in- 
dex alone  furnishes  a  very  safe  and  simple  mode.  In 
it  there  is  a  number  for  every  letter  in  the  alphabet, 
and  particular  numbers  for  particular  phrases ;  so  that 
when  I  do  not  find  in  the  index  the  particular  word  I 
want,  I  can  spell  it  with  the  figures  which  stand  op- 
posite to  the  letters.  For  example,  if  I  want  to  say 
that  "  troops  are  at  Albany,"  I  find  under  the  letter 
T,  that  No.  16  stands  for  **  troops,"  and  number  125 
for  "  Albany ;"  the  intervening  words  **  are  at'*  I  sup- 
ply by  figures  corresponding  with  the  letters  in  these 
words. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  provide  against  accident  by 

addressing  the  letters  to  Mr. ,  of  Montreal,  with 

a  small  mark  on  the  comer  of  Uie  envelope,  which 
he  will  understand.  When  he  receives  It  he  will  then 
address  the  enclosure  to  your  Excellency,  and  send  it 
from  Montreal  by  mail.  I  will  be  carofiil  not  to  ad- 
dress your  Excellency  in  the  body  of  the  letter,  nor 
sign  my  name  to  any  of  them.  They  will  be  merely 
designated  by  the  initials  A.  B. 

If  this  mode  should,  in  any  respect,  appear  excep- 
tionable, your  Excellency  wH  have  the  goodness  to 
order  a  more  particular  explanation  of  the  card.  It 
would  reach  me  in  safety  enclosed  to ,  Boston. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  profound  respect,  your 
Elzcelloncy's  most  obedient  servant,  &e,  J.  H. 

No.  8. 
Bdrlinoton,  (Vt.,)  FbL  14,  1809. 
Sir  :  I  have  remained  here  two  days  in  order  fully 
to  ascertain  the  progress  of  the  aTTangements  hereto- 
fore made  for  organizing  an  efficient  opposition  to 
the  General  Government,  as  well  as  to  become  ac- 


quainted witii  the  opinions  of  the  leading  pwple  re- 
lative to  the  measures  of  that  party  which  has  tfaa 
ascendant  in  the  National  Connoils. 

On  tiie  subject  of  the  embaigo  laws  there  seems  to 
be  but  one  opinion;  namely,  that  they  are  mmeoea- 
sary,  oppressive,  and  unoonstitntionaL  It  mnst  also 
be  observed,  that  the  execution  of  Uiem  iaaoinndloas 
as  to  attract  toward  the  officers  of  GoTennneiit  the 
enmity  of  the  people,  which  is  of  ooorse  tranrfcnbls 
to  the  Government  itself;  so  that,  in  ease  the  Stats 
of  Massachusetts  should  take  any  bold  stop  tamud 
reosting  the  execution  of  these  laws,  It  ia  hi^y  pnb> 
able  that  it  may  calculate  upon  the  heai^  co-cpe- 
ration  of  the  people  of  Vermont. 

I  learn  that  the  Governor  of  tins  State  is  now  visit- 
ing the  towns  in  the  northern  seetioo  of  It,  t 
no  secret  of  his  determination,  a 
Chief  of  the  militia,  to  refuse  obedieiice  to  any  oob- 
mand  from  the  Gkneral  Government  which  earn  teai 
to  interrupt  the  good  understandii^  that  prevaib  be- 
tween the  citizens  of  Vermont  and  His  Majesty^  sob- 
jects  in  Canada.  It  is  further  intimated  that,  incase 
of  a  war,  he  will  use  his  influence  to  pteecite  tins 
State  neutral,  and  resist,  with  all  the  foroe  lie  can 
command,  any  attempt  to  make  it  a  party.  I  used 
not  add  that,  if  these  resolutiooa  ara  oaiiied  ims 
effect,  the  State  of  Vermont  may  be  oooaidend  as  aa 
ally  of  Great  Britain. 

To  what  extent  the  sentiments  which  prevail  ia 
this  quarter  exist  in  the  neighboring  States,  or  even 
in  the  eastern  section  of  this  State,  I  am  not  aUe  te 
conjecture.  I  only  say  with  certainty,  that  the  lead- 
ing men  of  the  Federal  party  act  in  ooooert ;  and 
therefore  infer  that  a  common  sentimettt  pervades  the 
whole  body  throughout  New  Fjigland. 

I  have  seen  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  now  ia 
Washington  to  his  oorrespondent  in  tiiis  place;  and, 
as  its  contents  may  serve  to  tiuow  someli^  en  pasi- 
ing  events  there,  I  shall  send  either  the  original,  or 
a  copy,  with  this  deq[>atch.  The  writer  of  the  biter 
is  a  man  of  character  and  veracity ;  and,  iriietfaer 
competent  or  not  to  form  oorrect  opinions  himsdf^  u 
probably  within  the  reach  of  all  Um  knowledge  that 
can  be  obtained  by  the  par^  to  which  he  belongs. 

It  appears  by  his  statement  that  there  Is  a  wy 
formidable  majority  in  Congress  on  the  side  of  Iks 
Admimstration ;  notwithstanding  which,  then  isevoy 
reason  to  hope,  that  the  Northern  Statu,  in  tlnir  dis- 
tinot  capacity,  will  unite,  and  lesiBt,  by  foioe,  a  war 
witii  Great  BritaixL  In  what  mo&  tiiia  wiristanne 
will  first  show  itself  is  probably  not  yet  detennlBBd 
upon ;  and  may,  in  some  measure,  depeod  vpm  the 
reliance  that  the  leading  men  may  place  upon  assar- 
ances  of  support  from  His  Miyesty's  repRsanlstivBa 
in  Canada ;  and  as  I  shall  be  on  the  spot  to  tsadsr 
tins  whenever  the  moment  arrives  that  it  can  bs  dona 
with  effect,  there  is  no  doubt  that  all  their  measaras 
may  be  made  subordinate  to  the  intentioiis  of  Hii 
Majesty's  Government.  Great  pains  are  taken  by 
the  men  of  talents  and  intelligence  to  confirm  the 
fears  of  the  common  people,  as  to  the  ooncairBnDB  of 
the  Southern  Democrats  in  the  prqjeats  of  fVaace; 
and  eveiy  thing  tends  to  encourage  the  hsikt,  that 
the  dissoiution  of  the  Confederacy  wiU  be  acoeleratBd 
by  the  spirit  which  now  actuates  both  political  par- 
ties.   I  am,  &C.  A.K. 

No.  4. 
WuroeoR,  (V^)  Feb,  19, 1809. 
Sir:  My  last  (No.  8)  was  written  at  BiirliqgftQii» 
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the  principal  town  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State 
of  Vermont.  I  am  now  at  the  principal  town  in  the 
eaateni  sectioo. 

The  faUacy  of  men's  opinionsy  when  they  act  under 
the  inflaence  of  senaibDitj,  and  are  strongly  excited 
by  those  hopes  which  always  animate  a  rising  party, 
led  me  to  doubt  the  oorrectoess  of  the  opinions  whidi 
I  received  in  the  northern  section  of  this  State ;  which 
from  ite  oontignity  to  Canada  and  necessary  inter- 
ooam  with  Montreal,  has  a  stronger  interest  in  pro- 
moting a  good  understanding  with  His  Majesty's 
Government.  Therefore,  since  my  departure  from 
Burlington,  I  have  sought  every  favorable  occasion  of 
oouTersing  with  the  Democrats  on  the  probable  re- 
sult iji  the  policy  adopted  by  the  General  Government. 
Th«  difierence  of  opinion  is  thus  expressed.  The 
Federal  party  declare  that,  in  the  event  of  a  war,  the 
State  of  Vermont  will  treat  separately  for  itself  with 
Great  Britain ;  and  support  to  the  utmost  the  stipula- 
tions into  which  it  may  enter,  without  any  regard  to 
the  policy  of  the  General  Government.  The  Demo- 
crats, on  the  oth«r  hand,  assert,  that  fn  such  a  case 
as  that  contemplated,  the  people  would  be  nearly 
divided  into  equal  numbers ;  one  of  which  would  sup- 
port the  Government,  if  it  could  be  done  without  in- 
volving the  people  in  a  civil  war,  but,  at  all  events, 
would  risk  every  thing  in  preference  to  a  coalition 
with  Great  Britain.  This  difference  of  opinion  is 
not  to  be  wholly  ascribed  to  the  prejudices  of  party. 
The  people  in  &e  eastern  section  of  Vermont  are  not 
operated  upon  by  the  same  hopes  and  fears  as  those 
on  the  borders  of  the  British  colony.  They  are  not 
dependent  on  Montreal  for  the  sale  of  their  produce 
nor  the  supply  of  foreign  commodities.  They  are  not 
apprehensive  of  any  serious  dangers  or  inconvenience 
fin>m  a  stete  of  war;  and  although  they  admit  that 
the  Governor,  Ck>unci],  and  three-fourths  of.  the  re- 
presentation in  Congress  are  of  the  Federal  party, 
yet  they  do  not  believe  that  the  Stete  would  stand 
alone  and  resist  the  National  Government  They 
do  not,  however,  deny  that,  should  the  Stete  of  Ver- 
mont continue  to  be  represented  as  it  is  at  present,  it 
would  in  all  probability  unite  with  the  neighboring 
Stotes  in  any  serious  plan  of  resistance  to  a  war 
which  it  might  seem  expedient  to  adopt  Tlus,  I 
think,  is  the  safer  opinion  for  you  to  rely  on ;  if,  in- 
deed, reliance  ought  to  be  place4  on  any  measure 
depending  upon  the  will  of  the  rabble,  which  is  ever 
changing,  and  must  ever  be  marked  with  ignorance, 
caprice,  and  inconsistency.  As  the  crisis  approaches, 
the  difficulty  of  deciding  upon  a  hazardous  alterna- 
tive will  increase ;  and,  unfortunately,  there  is  not  in 
Vermont  any  man  of  commanding  telente  capable  of 
attracting  general  confidence,  of  infusing  into  the 
people  his  own  spirit ;  and,  amidst  the  coniTusion  of 
coiiSicting  opimons,  diangers,  and  commotion,  com- 
petent to  lead  in  the  path  of  duty  or  safety.  The 
Governor  is  an  industrious^  prudent  man,  and  has 
more  personal  influence  than  any  other;  but  his  abil- 
ities are  not  suited  to  the  situation  in  which  a  civil 
war  would  place  him.    I  am,  &c.  A.  B. 

No.  5. 
Amhbrst,  (N.  H.,)  Feb.  28, 1809. 
Sir  :  A  gentleman  going  direct  to  Canada  ailbrds 
a  safe  and  favorable  (^iportunity  of  giving  you  some 
further  account  of  my  progress. 

I  will  not  make  use  of  the  post  offices  when  I  can 
avoid  it,  because  private  occasions  supersede  the  ne- 
cessity of  writing  in  cipher ;   and  the  contempt  of 


deoency  and  principles,  which  fonns  part  of  the 
morak  of  the  subaltom  officers  of  a  democracy, 
wotild  Incline  them  to  break  a  seal  with  the  same  in- 
difference that  they  break  their  words,  when  either 
curiosity  or  interest  is  to  be  indulged. 

I  have  not  had  sufficient  time  nor  evidence  to  en- 
able me  to  form  any  opinion  forinyself,  of  the  lengths 
to  which  the  Federal  party  will  carry  their  oppo8iti(Xi 
to  the  National  Government  in  the  event  of  a  war; 
which  may  be  inferred  firom  the  result  of  the  election 
of  Governors  which,  within  two  months,  will  be  made 
in  the  Stetes  of  Massachusetts^  New  Hampshire,  and 
Bhode  Island.  From  all  I  know,  and  all  I  can  learn 
of  the  General  Government,  I  am  not  apprehensive  of 
an  in^ediate  war.  The  embargo  is  the  favorite 
measure ;  and  it  is  probable  that  other  means  will 
be  employed  to  excite  England  to  commit  some  act 
of  hostility,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  placing  the  re- 
sponsibility of  war  on  that  country.  This  I  most  par- 
ticularly recommend  to  the  consideration  of  minis- 
ters. The  dread  of  opposition,  and  of  the  loss  of 
popularity,  will  certainly  keep  the  ruling  party  at 
Washington  inactive.  They  will  risk  any  thing  but 
the  loss  of  power ;  and  they  are  well  aware,  that 
their  power  would  pass  away  with  the  first  calamity 
which  their  measures  might  bring  upon  the  common 
people,  from  whom  that  power  emanates,  imless,  in- 
deed, tiiey  could  find  a  sufficient  excuse  in  the  con- 
duct of  Great  Britein.  This  impression  cannot  be 
too  deeply  felt  by  His  Majesty's  Ministers ;  nor  too 
widely  spread,  throughout  ihe  British  nation.  It  will 
furnish  a  sure  guide  in  every  policy  that  may  bo 
adopted  toward  tae  United  Stetes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &a  A.  B. 

No.  6. 

BoBTON,  March  6,  1809. 

Snt:  I  am  favored  with  another  opportunity  of 
writing  to  you  by  a  private  conveyance ;  and  think  it 
probable,  at  this  season,  that  the  frequency  of  these 
will  render  it  unnecessary  to  write  to  you  in  cipher. 

It  does  not  yet  appear  necessaiy  that  I  should  dis- 
cover to  any  person  the  purpose  of  my  visit  to  Bos- 
ton ;  nor  is  it  probable  that  I  shall  be  compelled,  for 
the  sake  of  gaining  more  knowledge  of  the  arrango- 
mente  of  the  Federal  party  in  these  Stetes,  to  avow 
myself  as  a  regular  authorized  agent  of  the  British 
Government^  even  to  those  individuals  who  would 
feel  equally  bound  with  myself  to  preserve,  with  the 
utmost  inscmtebility,  so  important  a  secret  firom  tho 
public  eye.  I  have  sufficient  means  of  information 
to  enable  me  to  judge  of  the  proper  period  for  offer- 
ing theoo-operation  of  Great  Britain,  and  opening  a 
correspondence  between  the  Governor  General  of 
British  America,  and  those  individuals  who,  firom  tho 
part  they  take  in  the  opposition  to  the  National  Gov- 
ernment, or  the  influence  they  may  possess  in  any 
new  order  of  things  that  may  grow  out  of  the  pres- 
ent diffBrenoes,  should  be  quahfied  to  act  on  behalf 
of  the  Northern  States.  An  apprehension  of  any 
Buoh  stete  of  things  as  is  pre-snpposed  by  these  re- 
marks, begins  to  subside,  since  it  has  appeared,  by 
the  conduct  of  the  General  Government,  that  it  ii 
seriously  alarmed  at  the  menacing  attitude  of  the 
Northern  Stotes.  But,  although  it  is  believed  that 
there  is  no  probability  of  an  immediate  war,  yet  no 
doubte  are  entertained  that  Mr.  Madison  will  fall 
upon  some  new  expediente  to  bring  about  hostilitiea 
What  these  may  be,  can  only  be  deduced  from  what 
appears  to  be  practicable.    A  non-wterooune  with 
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England  and  France  will  probably  sap^nede  the  em- 
bargo ;  which,  by  opening  with  the  rest  of  Europe  a 
partial,  legitimate  commerce,  and  offering  strong 
temptations  to  that  which  is  illegal,  will  expose  the 
vessels  to  capture,  detention,  and  embarrassment ;  will 
justify  the  present  policy,  and  produce  such  a  degree 
of  irritation  and  resentment  as  will  enable  the  Gov- 
ernment of  this  country  to  throw  the  whole  blame 
and  responsibility  of  war  from  its  own  shoulders  upon 
those  of  the  British  Ministiy.  If,  in  this,  the  party 
attached  to  France  should  calculate  with  correctness, 
and  the  commerce  of  New  England  should  greatly 
suffer,  the  merchants,  being  injured  and  discouraged, 
would  not  only  acquiesce  in  the  restrictive  system,  but 
even  submit  to  war.  On  the  other  hand,  should  the 
small  traffic,  permitted  by  a  non-intercourse  law,  be  lu- 
crative and  uninterrupted,  the  people  would  be  clamor- 
ous for  more,  and  soon  compel  the  Government  to  re- 
store the  friendly  rolations  between  the  two  countries. 

While  I  offer  my  opinion  upon  this  subject,  I  can- 
not but  express  a  strong  hope  that,  if  any  terms 
should  be  proposed  by  either  Government,  to  which 
the  other  might  think  proper  to  accede,  that  a  prin- 
cipal motive  to  the  adjustment  of  differonces  should 
be  understood  to  arise  from  the  amicable  disposition 
of  the  Eastern  States,  particularly  of  the  State  of 
Massachusetts.  This,  as  it  would  increase  the  popu- 
larity of  the  friends  of  Great  Britain,  could  not  fail 
to  promote  her  interests.  If  it  could  not  be  done 
formally  and  officially,  nor  in  a  correspondence  be- 
tween Ministers,  still,  perhaps,  the  administration  in 
the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  might  take  that 
ground,  and  the  suggestion  would  find  its  way  into 
the  papers  both  in  England  and  America. 

It  cannot  be  too  &equently  repeated,  that  this 
country  can  only  be  governed  and  directed  by  the 
influence  of  opinion,  as  there  is  nothing  permanent 
in  its  political  institutions;  nor  are  the  populace, 
under  any  cireumstanoes,  to  be  relied  on,  when  meas« 
ures  become  inconvenient  and  burdensome.  I  will 
soon  write  agam,  and  am  yours,  &c«  A.  B. 

(In  cipher.)  No.  7. 

Boston,  March  7,  1809. 

StB :  I  have  now  ascertained,  with  as  much  accu- 
racy as  possible,  the  course  intended  to  be  pursued 
by  the  party  in  Massachusetts  that  is  opposed  to  the 
measures  and  politics  of  the  Administration  of  the 
General  Government 

I  have  already  given  a  decided  opinion  that  a  de- 
claration of  war  is  not  to  be  expected;  but^  contrary 
to  all  reasonable  calculation,  should  the  Congress 
possess  spirit  and  independence  enough  to  place  their 
popularity  in  jeopardy  by  so  strong  a  measure,  the 
liC^slature  of  Massachusetts  will  give  the  tone  to  the 
neighboring  States,  will  declare  itself  permanent 
until  a  new  election  of  members,  invite  a  Congress, 
to  bo  composed  of  delegates  from  the  Federal  States, 
and  erect  a  separate  government  for  their  common 
defence  and  common  interest  This  Congress  would 
probably  begin  by  abrogating  the  offonsive  laws,  and 
adoptmg  a  plan  for  the  maintenance  of  the  power  and 
authority  thus  assumed.  They  would,  by  such  an 
act,  be  in  a  condition  to  make  or  receive  proposals 
from  Great  Britain ;  and  I  should  seize  the  first  mo- 
ment to  open  a  correspondence  with  your  ExoeUency. 
Scaroely  any  other  aid  would  be  necessary,  and  per- 
kaps  none  required,  than  a  few  vessels  of  war  from 
the  Halifiix  station,  to  protect  the  maritime  towns 
from  the  littie  navy  which  is  at  the  disposal  of  the . 


National  Government  What  permanent  i 
between  .Great  Britain  and  this  section  of  the  Re- 
public would  grow  out  of  a  civil  oommotioo,  such  as 
might  be  expected,  no  i>crson  is  prepared  to  describe ; 
but  it  seems  that  a  strict  alliance  must  result  of  ne- 
cessity. At  present  the  opposition  party  coofine  their 
calculations  merely  to  resistance ;  and  I  can  aseors 
you  that,  at  this  moment,  they  do  not  freely  enter- 
tain the  project  of  withdrawing  the  Eastern  Ststes 
from  the  Union,  finding  it  a  very  unpopular  topic; 
although  a  course  of  events,  such  as  I  have  akcady 
mentioned,  would  inevitably  produce  an  incoraUe 
alienation  of  the  New  England  from  the  Sootiiaa 
States. 

The  truth  is,  the  common  people  hare  to  lo^g  re- 
garded the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  with 
complacency,  that  they  are  now  only  disposed  in  this 
quarter  to  treat  it  like  a  truant  mistreas,  whom  they 
would,  for  a  time,  put  away  on  a  separate  maintea- 
ance,  but,  without  further  and  greater  provocatloB, 
would  not  absolutely  repudiate. 

It  will  soon  be  known  in  what  ritoation  pabfic 
affiiirs  are  to  remain  until  the  meetin|^  of  the  Kev 
Congress  in  May,  at  which  time,  also,  this  Legislatart 
will  again  assemble.  The  two  months  that  ioter- 
vene  will  be  a  period  of  much  anxiety. 

In  all  I  have  written  I  have  been  cazefbl  not  to 
make  any  impression  analogous  to  the  entinuBsatic 
confidence  entertained  by  the  oppoeition,  nor  to  the 
hopes  and  expectations  that  animate  the  friends  of 
an  alliance  between  the  Northern  States  and  Great 
Britain. 

I  have  abstracted  myself  from  aQ  the  sympatidei 
these  are  calculated  to  inspire;  because,  notwith- 
standing that  I  feel  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  in- 
tegrity of  intention  of  the  leading  characten  in  tfau 
political  drama,  I  cannot  forget  that  they  deme 
their  power  from  a  giddy,  inconstant  multitude ;  vlus 
unless  in  the  instance  under  consideration  they  fiocB 
an  exception  to  all  general  rules  and  experienoe,  ^D 
act  inoonsistentiy  and  absurdly.    I  am  yoora,  &c. 

A.BL 

NaS. 

Bo8n»r,JAiroft9,  1809. 

Snt :  In  my  letter  No.  6, 1  took  the  liberty  to  ex- 
press my  opinion  of  the  probable  effect  of  tibe  dob- 
interooune  law,  intended  to  be  enacted ;  and  of  the 
mode  by  which  Great  Britain  may  defeat  the  real 
intention  of  the  American  Grovemment  in  pasnng  iL 
But  as  this  sort  of  impunity  recommended  rajg^t,  m 
its  application  to  every  species  of  cocnmeroe  that 
would  be  carried  on,  be  deemed  by  Great  Britain  a 
greater  evil  than  war  itself,  a  middle  coarse  might 
easily  be  adopted,  which  would  deprive  F^raooe  of 
the  benefits  resulting  from  an  interooaiw  with 
America,  without,  in  any  great  degree,  izrifeatiDg  the 
maritime  States. 

The  high  price  of  all  American  prodnoe  in  Fnaee 
funiishes  a  temptation  which  mercantile  avarice  win 
be  unable  to  resist  The  consequence  is  obriooa 
But  if,  instead  of  condemning  the  vessels  and  caijgocs 
which  may  be  arrested  in  pursuing  this  prohibited 
commerce,  they  should  be  oompeiled  to  go  into  a 
British  port,  and  there  permitted  to  sell  them,  I  thiok 
the  friends  of  England  in  these  States  woald  aoC 
utter  a  complaint  Indeed,  I  have  no  doobt  that  H^ 
in  the  prosecution  of  a  lawful  voyage,  tiie  British 
cruisers  should  treat  the  Amerioan  ships  ia  tUs 
manner,  their  owners  would,  in  the  present  rtits  of 
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tiie  Enropean  markets,  tfaiok  themflelves  yvrj  fortn- 
nate,  as  it  wotild  save  ihem  the  trouble  and  expense 
of  landing  them  in  a  neutral  port,  and  from  thence 
reshipping  them  to  England,  now  the  best  market  in 
Europe  for  the  produce  of  this  country.  The  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  would  probablj  com- 
plaiUf  and  Bonaparte  become  peremptory ;  but  even 
that  would  only  tend  to  render  the  opposition  in  the 
Koxthem  States  more  resolute,  and  accelerate  the 
dissolution  of  the  confederacy.  The  generosity  and 
justice  of  Great  Britain  would  be  extolled ;  and  the 
conunercial  States  exult  in  the  success  of  individuals 
over  a  Government  inimical  to  commerce,  and  to 
-whose  measures  they  can  no  longer  submit  with  pa- 
tient acquiescence.  The  electioos  are  begun ;  and  I 
presume  no  vigilance  or  iudustiy  will  be  remitted  to 
insure  the  success  of  the  Federal  party.    I  am,  && 

A.B. 
P.  S.  Intelligence  has  reached  Boston  ihat  a  non- 
intercourse  law  has  actually  passed,  and  that  Martin- 
ique has  snirendered  to  British  forces 

No.  9. 
BosTOK,  March  18,  1809. 

SiH!  Yon  will  perceive,  from  the  accounts  that 
will  reach  you  in  the  public  papers,  both  from  Wash- 
ington and  Massachusetts,  that  the  Federalists  of  the 
Northern  States  have  succeeded  in  making  the  Con- 
gress believe  that,  with  such  an  opposition  as  they 
would  make  to  the  General  Government,  a  war  must 
be  oonfined  to  their  own  territoiy,  and  might  be  even 
too  much  for  that  Government  to  sustain.  The  con- 
sequence is,  that^  after  all  the  parade  and  menaces 
with  which  the  session  commenced,  it  has  been  suffer- 
ed to  end  without  carrying  into  effect  any  of  the 
plans  of  the  Administration,  except  the  interdiction 
of  commercial  intercourse  with  England  and  France, 
an  event  that  was  anticipated  in  my  former  letters. 

Under  what  new  circumstances  the  Congress  wiQ 
meet  m  May,  will  depend  on  the  State  elections  and 
the  changes  that  may  in  the  mean  time  take  place 
in  Europe.  With  regard  to  Great  Britain,  she  can 
flcaroely  mistake  her  true  policy  m  relation  to  Ameri- 
ca. If  peace  be  tiie  first  object,  every  act  which  can 
irritate  the  maritime  States  ought  to  be  avoided,  be- 
cause the  prevailing  disposition  of  these  will  gener- 
ally be  sufficient  to  keep  the  Grovemment  fitmi  hazard- 
ing any  hostile  measures.  If  a  war  between  America 
and  France  be  the  grand  desideratum,  something 
more  murt  be  done ;  an  indulgent  and  conciliatory 
policy  must  be  adopted,  which  will  leave  the  Demo- 
crats without  a  pretext  /or  hostilities ;  and  Bona- 
parte, whose  passions  are  too  hot  for  delay,  will  prob- 
ably compel  this  Government  to  decide  which  of  the 
two  great  belligerents  is  to  be  its  enemy.  To  bring 
about  a  separation  of  the  States,  under  distinct  and 
independent  governments,  is  an  affair  of  more  un- 
certainty, and,  however  desbable,  cannot  be  effected 
but  by  a  series  of  acts  and  a  long-continued  policy 
tending  to  irritate  the  Southern  and  conciliate  the 
Korthem  people.  The  former  are  agricultural,  the 
latter  a  commeroial  people.  The  mode  of  cherishing 
and  depressing  either  is  too  obvious  to  require  illus- 
tration. This,  I  am  aware,  b  an  olyect  of  much  in- 
terest in  Great  Britain,  as  it  would  forever  secure 
the  integrity  of  His  Majesty's  possessions  on  this 
continent^  and  make  the  two  Governments,  or  what- 
ever number  the  present  confederacy  might  form 
fatto,  as  useful  and  as  much  subject  to  the  influence 
of  Great  Britain  as  her  Cdoniei  oaa  be  xeodered. 


But  it  is  an  object  only  to  be  attained  by  slow  and 
circum^)eot  progression,  and  requires,  for  its  consum- 
mation, more  attention  to  the  affaurs  which  agitate 
and  excite  parties  in  this  country  than  Great  Britain 
has  yet  bestowed  upon  it 

All  unpopular  war,  that  is,  a  war  produced  by  the 
hatred  and  prejudice  of  one  party,  but  agahist  the 
consent  of  the  other  party,  can  alone  produce  a  sud- 
den separation  of  any  section  of  this  countiy  from 
the  common  head. 

At  all  events,  it  cannot  be  necessaiy  to  the  pre- 
servation of  peace  that  Great  Britain  should  make 
any  sreat  concession  at  the  present  moment,  more 
especially,  as  the  more  important  changes  that  occur 
in  Europe  might  render  it  inconvenient  for  her  to  ad- 
here to  any.  stipulations  in  favor  of  neutral  maritime 
nations.  ^ 

Although  the  non-interoourse  law  affords  but  a 
very  partial  relief  to  the  people  of  this  country  from 
the  evQs  of  that  entire  suspension  of  commerce  to 
which  they  have  reluctantiy  submitted  for  some  time 
past,  I  lament  the  repeal  of  the  embaigo,  because  it 
was  calculated  to  accelerate  the  progress  of  these 
States  towards  a  revolution  that  would  have  put  an 
end  to  the  only  Republic  that  remains  to  prove  that 
a  Government  founded  on  political  equality  can  exist 
in  a  season  of  trial  and  difficulty,  or  is  circulated  to 
insure  either  security  or  happiness  to  a  people. 
I  am,  &C.  A.  B. 

Na  10. 

BoSTOic,  March  29, 1809. 

Sir  :  Since  my  letter  of  the  18th,  nothing  has  oc- 
curred which  I  tiiought  worthy  of  a  communication. 

The  last  weeks  of  this  month,  and  the  first  of 
Aprfl,  will  be  occupied  in  the  election  of  Govemon 
and  otiier  executive  oflSoers  in  the  New  England 
States. 

The  Federal  candidate  in  New  Hampshire  is  al- 
ready elected  by  a  majority  of  about  one  thousand 
votes.  His  competitor  was  a  man  of  large  fortune, 
extensive  connections,  and  inoffensive  manners.  Theso 
account  for  the  smallness  of  tiie  minority. 

In  Connecticut  no  change  is  necessaiy,  and  none 
is  to  be  apprehended. 

In  Rhode  Island  it  is  of  no  consequence  of  what 
party  the  Governor  is  a  member,  as  he  has  neither 
civil  nor  military  power,  being  merely  President  of 
the  Council. 

In  Massachusetts  it  is  certain  that  the  Federal  can* 
didate  will  succeed. 

A  few  weeks  will  be  sufficient  in  order  to  deter- 
mine the  relative  strength  of  parties,  and  convince 
Mr.  Madison  that  a  war  witii  Great  Britain  is  not  a 
measure  upon  which  he  dare  venture.  Since  the 
plan  of  an  oiganized  opposition  to  the  projects  of  Mr. 
Jefferson  was  put  into  operation,  the  whole  of  the 
New  Enghind  States  have  transferred  their  political 

Sower  to  his  political  enemies ;  and  the  reason  that 
e  has  still  so  many  adherents  is,  that  those  who 
consider  the  only  true  policy  of  America  to  consist  in 
the  cultivation  of  peace,  have  still  great  confidence 
that  nothing  can  foree  him  (or  his  successor,  who 
acts  up  to  his  system,  or  rather  is  goveriMMi  by  it) 
to  consent  to  war.  They  consider  all  the  menaces 
and  "  dreadful  note  of  preparation**  to  be  a  mere 
finesse,  intended  only  to  obtain  concessions  from 
England  on  cheap  terms.  From  every  sort  of  evi- 
dence, I  confess  I  am  myself  of  the  same  opinion,  and 
am  fully  pemaded  that  this  faroe,  whush  has  been 
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acting  at  Washington,  will  tenninate  in  a  fbll  proof 
of  imbecility  and  spiritless  temper  of  the  actors.  A 
war  attempted  withoat  the  concnrrence  of  both  par- 
ties, and  the  general  consent  of  the  Northern  States, 
which  constitute  the  bone  and  mnsde  of  the  conntiy, 
must  commence  without  hopCi  and  end  in  disgrace. 
It  should,  therefore,  be  the  peculiar  care  of  Great 
Britain  to  foster  divisions  between  the  North  and 
South,  and,  by  succeeding  ,in  this,  she  may  cany 
into  effect  her  own  projects '  in  Europe,  with  a  total 
disregard  of  the  resentments  of  the  Democrats  of  this 
ooontry.    I  am,  dec.  A.  B. 

No.  11. 

BosTOK,  Ajfril  13,  1809. 

Sir  :  I  send  to  Mr.  R a  pamphlet  entitled 

"  Suppressed  Documents.'*  The  notes  and  comments 
were  written  by  the  gentleman  who  has  written  the 
analysis  which  I  sent  by  a  former  conveyance.  These 
works  have  greatly  contributed  to  excite  the  fears  of 
the  men  of  talents  and  proper^,  who  now  prefer  the 
chance  of  maintaining  their  party  by  open  resistance 
and  a  final  separation,  to  an  alliance  with  France 
and  a  war  with  England ;  so  that,  should  the  Gov- 
ernment imexpectedly,  and  contrary  to  all  reasonable 
calculation,  attempt  to  involve  the  country  in  a  meas- 
ure of  that  nature,  I  am  convinced  (now  that  the 
elections  have  all  terminated  favorably)  that  none  of 
the  New  England  States  would  be  a  party  in  it 
But,  as  I  have  repeatedly  written,  the  General  Gov- 
ernment does  not  serioudy  entertain  any  such  desire 
or  intention.  Had  the  minority  in  the  New  England 
States  continued  to  approve  of  the  public  measures, 
it  is  extremely  probable  that  Great  Britain  woiUd 
now  have  to  dioose  between  war  and  concession. 
But  the  aspect  of  things  in  this  respect  is  changed, 
and  a  war  would  produce  an  incurable  alienation  of 
the  Eastern  States,  and  bring  the  whole  country  in 
subordination  to  the  interests  of  England,  whoee 
navy  would  prescribe  and  enforce  the  terms  upon 
which  the  commercial  States  should  carry,  and  the 
agricultural  States  export,  their  surplus  produce. 
All  this  is  as  well  known  to  the  Democrats  as  to  the 
other  party;  therefore,  they  will  avoid  a  war,  at 
least  until  the  whole  nation  is  unanimond  for  it. 
Still,  when  we  consider  of  what  materials  the  Gov- 
ernment is  formed,  it  b  impossible  to  speak  with  any 
certainty  of  their  measures.  The  past  Administra- 
tion, in  every  transaction,  presents  to  the  mind  only 
a  muddy  commixture  of  folly,  weakness,  and  dupli- 
city. The  spell  by  which  the  nations  of  Europe  have 
been  rendered  inert  and  inefficient,  when  ihey  at- 
tempted to  shake  it  off,  has  stretched  its  shadows 
across  the  Atlantic,  and  made  a  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple of  these  States  alike  blind  to  duty  and  to  their 
true  interests.    I  am,  dec  A.  B. 

No.  12. 

Bosnoir,  April  26,  1809. 

SiB  :  Since  my  letter  Na  11, 1  have  had  but  little 
to  communicate. 

I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  ascertain,  with  suffi- 
cient accuracy,  the  relative  strength  of  the  two  par- 
ties in  the  legislative  bodies  in  New  England. 

In  all  these  States,  however,  Governors  have  been 
elected  out  of  the  Federal  party,  and  even  the  South- 
em  papers  indicate  an  unexpected  augmentation  of 
Federal  members  in  the  next  Congress. 

The  oorrespondenoe  between  Mr.  Ebrskine  and  the 
Seoretaxy  of  State  at  Washington  yon  wiU  have  seen 


before  this  can  reach  yoa.  It  has  given  much  satis- 
faction to  the  Federal  party  here,  because  it  promises 
an  exemption  from  the  evil  most  feared,  (a  war  widi 
England,)  and  justifies  their  partiality  toward  Great 
Britain,  which  they  maintain  was  fonoded  upon  a 
full  conviction  of  her  justice,  and.  sincere  dispositioii 
to  preserve  peace.  Even  the  Democrats  affixt  to  be 
satisfied  with  it ;  because,  as  they  insist,  it  ptwes  the 
efficacy  of  the  restrictive  system  of  Mr.  Jeffenon. 

But  the  great  benefit  that  will  prolmb^  resalt 
from  it  will  be,  that  Boni^Mute  may  be  imhiced  to 
force  this  country  from  her  neutral  position.  Bsffled 
in  his  attempts  to  exclude  from  the  contineot  the 
manufactures  of  Great  Britain,  he  will  most  likelf 
confiscate  all  American  property  in  his  dominioiis 
and  dependencies^  and  declare  war.  Nothing  eoold 
more  than  this  contribute  to  give  influence  and  sta- 
bility to  the  British  party.  The  invidious  oocor- 
rences  of  the  rebellion  would  be  forgotteii  in  tfie  re- 
sentment of  the  people  against  France,  and  they 
would  soon  be  weaned  firom  that  attarhmwit  to  her 
which  is  founded  on  the  aid  that  was  rendered  to 
separate  firom  the  mother  county.  While  Great 
Britain  waits  for  tliis  natural,  I  might  say  necessaiy, 
result  of  the  negotiation,  would  it  not  be  extremely 
inexpedient  to  conclude  a  treaty  with  the  Americu 
Government  f  Every  sort  of  evidence  and  expe- 
rience prove  that  the  Democrats  consider  tiieir  polHi- 
cal  asoendencv  in  a  great  measure  dependent  on  the 
hostile  spirit  tJiat  they  can  keep  alive  towards  Great 
Britain,  and  recent  events  demonstrate  that  tfa^ 
conduct  will  be  inredicated  upon  that  convictioB ;  it 
is,  therefore,  not  to  be  expected  that  they  win  meet, 
with  corresponding  feelings,  a  rinoere  disposition  on 
the  part  of  England  to  adjust  all  matters  in  dispute. 
They  are  at  heart  mortified  and  disappointed  to  find 
that  Great  Britain  has  been  in  advance  of  the  French 
Government,  in  taking  advantage  of  the  provisioDsl 
clauses  of  the  non-intercourse  law ;  and  if  they  diov 
any  spirit  at  tbe  next  session  of  Congress  towards 
France,  it  will  be  only  because  they  inll  find  Bona- 
parte deaf  to  entreaty  and  insensible  of  past  frvon; 
or  that  they  may  think  it  safer  to  float  with  the  tide 
of  public  feeling,  which  will  set  strongly  against  faia 
unless  he  keep/iarijMwsawithEzigland  in  a  coocilia- 
toiy  policy.    I  am,  &c.  A  BL 

Na  la 

Bo8ro!r,  1%  5,  1809L 

Sir  :  Although  the  recent  changes  that  have  o^ 
cnrred  quiet  afi  apprehension  of  war,  and,  coose* 
quently,  lessen  all  hope  of  a  separation  of  the  States, 
I  thick  it  necessary  to  transmit  by  the  mail  of  each 
week  a  sketch  of  passing  events. 

On  local  politics  I  have  nothing  to  add ;  and  as  IhB 
parade  that  is  made  in  the  National  IntelUgencer  of 
the  sincere  disposition  of  Mr.  Madison  to  preserve  ami- 
cable relations  with  Great  Britain  is,  in  my  opinion, 
calculated  to  awaken  vigilance  and  distrust,  rather 
than  inspire  confidence,  I  shall  (having  nothing  mors 
important  to  write  about)  take  leave  to  examine  his 
motives. 

I  am  not  soiprised  at  his  conditional  removal  of 
the  non-intercourse  law,  with  respect  to  Great  Brit- 
ain, because  it  was  made  incumbent  on  him  by  the 
act  of  Congress ;  but  the  observations  made  on  his 
friendly  disposition  towards  Great  Britain  is  a  matter 
of  no  uttle  astonishment  The  whole  tenor  of  his 
political  life  directly  and  nnequivocaUy  contradicts 
them.  His  speech  on  the  British  Trettv  in  1796; 
his  attempt  to  pass  a  law  for  the  con&catioa  of 
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*«Brikiflh  debts"  and  British  property;  his  oommer- 
dal  xesohitionay  grounded  ^pparenilj  on  an  idea  of 
making  America  nsefol  as  a  oolony  to  France  |  his 
oondnct  while  Secretary  of  State ;  all  form  an  as- 
semblage of  probabilities  tending  to  convince  me,  at 
least,  that  he  does  not  seriously  denre  a  treaty  in 
which  the  rights  and  pretensions  of  Great  Britain 
wo^d  be  fairly  recognized.  It  seems  impossible 
that  he  shonld  at  once  divest  himself  of  his  habitual 
animosity,  and  that  pride  of  opinion  which  his  pres- 
ent situation  enables  him  to  indulge ;  but,  above  all, 
that  he  should  deprive  his  firiends  and  supporters  of 
the  benefit  of  those  prejudices  which  have  been  care- 
fully fostered  in  the  minds  of  the  common  people  to- 
wams  England^  and  which  have  so  materially  con- 
tariboted  to  invigorate  and  augment  the  Democratic 
party.  Whatever  his  real  motives  may  be,  it  is,  in 
this  stage  of  the  affiur,  harmless  enough  to  inquire 
into  the  cause  of  the  apparent  change.  He  probably 
acts  under  a  conviction  that,  in  the  present  temper 
of  the  Eastern  States,  a  war  could  not  fail  to  pro- 
duce a  dissolulaon  of  the  Union ;  or  he  may  have 
profited  by  the  mistakes  of  his  predecessor,  and  is  in- 
clined to  seise  the  present  opportunity  to  prove  to  the 
world  that  he  is  determined  to  be  the  President  of  a 
nation,  rather  than  the  head  of  a  faction ;  or  he  has 
probably  gone  thus  far  to  remove  the  impression  on 
the  minds  of  many  that  he  was  under  the  influence 
of  France,  in  order  that  he  may,  with  a  better  grace, 
and  on  more  tenable  grounds,  quarrel  with  Great 
Britun  in  the  progress  of  negotiating  a  treaty* 
Whatever  his  motives  may  be,  I  am  veiy  certain  his 
party  wiU  not  support  lum  in  any  manly  and  gener- 
ous poficy.  Weak  men  are  sure  to  temporize  when 
great  events  call  upon  them  for  decision,  and  are 
sluggish  and  inert  at  the  moment  when  the  worst  of 
evils  is  in  action.  This  is  the  character  of  the  Dem- 
ocrats in  the  Northern  States.  Of  those  of  the  South 
I  know  but  littlo.    I  am,  &c  A.  B. 

Ko.  14. 

BosroK,  May  25,  1809. 

Sir  :  My  last  was  under  date  of  the  5th  instant 
The  unexpected  change  that  has  taken  place  in  the 
feelings  of  political  men  in  this  country,  in  conse- 
quence of  Mr.  Madison's  prompt  acceptance  of  the 
friendly  proposals  of  Great  Britain,  has  caused  a 
temporary  suspension  of  the  conflict  of  parties ;  and 
they  both  regard  him  with  equal  wonder  and  distrust 
They  all  ascribe  his  oonduct  to  various  motives,  but 
none  believe  him  to  be  in  earnest 

The  State  of  New  York  has  returned  to  the  As- 
sembly a  migoritf  of  Federal  members.  All  this 
proves  that  an  aati-commeroial  faction  cannot  rule 
the  Nor&em  States.  Two  months  aso  the  State  of 
New  York  was  not  ranked  among  the  States  that 
would  adopt  the  policy  of  that  of  Massachusetts; 
and  any  favorable  change  was  extremely  problem- 


I  beg  leave  to  suggest  that,  in  the  present  state  of 
things  in  this  country,  my  presence  can  contribute 
very  little  to  the  interests  of  Great  Britain.  If  Mr. 
Erddne  be  sanctioned  in  all  he  has  conceded,  by  His 
Miges^s  ministers,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me,  as  in- 
deed it  would  be  unavailing,  to  make  any  attempt 
to  carry  into  eflbot  the  original  purposes  of  my  mis- 
aon.  While  I  think  it  to  be  my  duty  to  give  this 
intimation  to  you,  I  beg  it  may  be  understood  that 
I  consider  myself  entirely  at  the  disposal  of  ^Is  Ma- 
jesty's Government  I  am,  &c.  A.  B. 
Vol.  IV 83 


No.  15. 
MoMTBBAL^  June  12,  1809. 

Sm !  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency 
that  I  received,  through  Mr.  Secretary  Ryland,  your 
ExceHenc/s  oomman^  to  return  to  Canada;  and 
after  the  delay  incident  to  this  season  of  the  year,  in 
a  journey  from  Boston,  arrived  here  yesterday. 

Your  Excellency  will  have  seen,  by  the  papers  of 
the  latest  dates  from  the  United  States,  that  a  formida- 
ble opposition  is  already  organized  in  Congress  to  the 
late  measures  of  Mr.  Madison ;  and  it  is  very  evident 
that  if  he  be  sincere  in  his  professions  oi  attachment 
to  Great  Britab,  his  party  will  abandon  him.  Sixty- 
one  members  have  already  voted  against  a  resolution 
to  approve  of  what  ho  has  done ;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
the  rest  of  the  Democratic  party  will  follow  the  ex- 
ample as  soon  as  they  recover  frt>m  the  astonish* 
ment  into  which  his  apparent  defection  has  thrown 
them. 

The  present  hopes  of  the  Federalists  are  founded 
on  the  probability  of  a  war  with  Frauce ;  but,  at  all 
events,  tins  party  is  strong  and  well  organized  enough 
to  prevent  a  war  with  England. 

It  would  be  now  superfluous  to  trouble  your  Excel- 
lency with  an  account  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
arrangements  made  by  the  Federal  party  to  resut  any 
attempt  of  the  Government  unfavorable  to  Great 
Britain.  Thev  were  such  as  do  great  credit  to  their 
ability  and  principles;  and,  while  a  judicious  policy 
is  observed  by  Great  Britain,  secure  her  interests  in 
Amwica  from  decay.  My  fear  of  inducing  a  false 
security  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty^s  Government  in 
their  effidenoy  and  eventual  success,  may  have  in- 
clined me  to  refrain  from  doing  them  that  justice  in 
my  former  letters  whic^  I  willingly  take  the  present 
occasion  to  express. 

I  trust  your  Excellency  wiU  ascribe  the  style  and 
manner  of  my  communications,  and  the  frequent 
ambiguities  introduced  in  them,  as  arising  from  the 
secroCT'  necessary  to  be  observed,  and  my  conadous* 
ness  that  you  understand  my  meaning,  on  the  most 
delicate  points,  without  risking  a  particular  explana- 
tion. 

I  lament  that  no  occasion  commensurate  to  my 
wishes  has  permitted  me  to  prove  how  much  I  vahie 
the  confidence  of  your  Excellency,  and  the  approba- 
tion already  expressed  by  His  Majesty's  Minister.  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  J.  H. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  letters  are  the  same  re- 
ferred to  in  the  letter  of  H.  W.  Ryland,  Esq.,  dated 
May  1,  1809,  relating  to  the  mission  in  which  I  was 
employed  by  Sir  James  Craig,  by  his  letter  of  instmo- 
tions,  bearing  date  February  6,  1809. 

JOHN  HENRY. 

Mr,  Bjflaind  U>  Mr,  Htnry, 

Quebec,  Mas  1,  1809. 
Mt  Dear  Sib  :  The  news  we  have  received  this 
day  from  tiie  States  will,  I  imagine,  soon  bring  you 
back  to  us ;  and  if  you  arrive  at  Montreal  by  the 
middle  of  June,  I  sh^  probably  have  the  pleasure  of 
meeting  you  there,  as  I  am  going  up  with  Sir  Jamea 
and  a  large  suite.  The  last  letters  received  from 
you  are  to  the  18th  April.  The  whole  are  now 
transcribing,  for  the  purpose  of  being  sent  home, 
where  they  cannot  fail  of  doing  you  great  credit,  and 
I  most  certainly  hope  they  may  eventually  con- 
tribute to  your  permanent  advantage.  It  is  not 
nooessary  to  repeat  the  assurance  that  no  effort  with- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


614 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H.  OF  R.] 


BrkUh  ItUriffiu*, 


[Mabch,  leu 


in  the  compaBfl  of  my  power  shall  be  wantixig  to  this 
end. 

I  am  craelly  oat  of  spirits  at  the  idea  of  old  Eng- 
land tmckling  to  snch  a  debased  and  aocmsed  Gov- 
ernment aa  that  of  the  United  States. 

I  am  greatlj  obliged  to  70a  for  the  trouble  70a 
have  taken  in  proeniing  the  books,  though,  if  Spain 
fafls,  I  shall  scarcely  have  heart  to  look  into  them. 
I  can  add  no  more,  but  that  I  am,  most  heartily 
and  affectionately,  yonrs,  H.  W.  R 

J.  Henbt,  Esq.,  Botton, 

Mr,  Ryland  to  Mr.  Hmry. 

Mat  4, 1809. 

Mt  Dear  Sib  :  Yon  mnst  consider  the  short  letter 
I  wrote  to  70a  by  the  last  post  as  altogether  unoffi- 
eial ;  but  I  am  now  to  intimate  to  yon,  in  a  more 
formal  manner,  onr  hope  of  yonr  speedy  return,  as 
the  object  of  yonr  journey  seenu^  for  the  present  at 
least,  to  be  at  an  end. 

We  have  London  news,  by  the  way  of  the  river,  up 
to  the  6th  of  March,  whidi  tallies  to  a  day  with  what 
we  have  received  by  the  way  of  the  States. 

Heartily  wishing  you  a  safe  and  speedy  journey 
back  to  us,  I  am,  my  dear  sir,  most  sineerely,  yours, 

H.  W.R. 

Have  the  goodness  to  bring  my  books  with  you, 
though  I  shul  have  little  spirit  to  look  into  them, 
vnless  you  bring  good  news  from  Spain. 

Joim  Hembt,  Esq. 


Mr,  Henry  to  Mr,  Ped. 

June  13, 1811. 

Sm :  I  take  the  liberty  to  enclose  to  you  a  me- 
morial addressed  to  the  Eari  of  Liveipool,  and  beg 
70a  will  have  the  goodness  either  to  examine  the 
documents  in  your  office,  or  those  in  my  own  poe- 
eession,  touching  the  extent  and  legitimacy  of  my 
4daim« 

Mr.  Ryland,  the  Secretuy  of  Sir  J.  Craig,  is  now  in 
London,  and,  from  his  official  knowledge  of  the  trans- 
actions and  facts  alluded  to  in  the  memorial,  can  give 
any  information  required  on  that  sulject.  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  &o.  J.  H. 

Memorial  qfMr.  Henry  to  Lord  UverpooL 
The  nndersigtted  most  respectfully  submits.ihe  fol- 
lowing statement  and  memorial  to  the  Earl  of  Livei^ 
pool: 

Long  before  and  duriqg  the  administration  of  your 
Lordship's  predecessor,  the  undersigned  bestowed 
much  personal  attention  to  the  state  of  parties,  and 
to  the  poUtioal  measures  in  the  United  States  of 
Ameiioa. 

•  *  •  •  • 

Soon  after  the  affair  of  the  Chesapeake  frigate, 
when  His  Majest7*s  Governor  General  of  British 
America  had  reason  to  believe  that  iLe  two  countries 
would  be  involved  in  a  war,  and  had  submitted  to 
His  Migest7's  Ministers  the  arrangements  of  the  Eng- 
lish part7  in  the  United  States  for  an  efficient  re- 
dstance  to  the  General  Government,  which  would 
probabl7  terminate  in  a  separation  of  the  Northern 
States  from  the  General  Confederacy,  he  applied  to 
the  undersigned  to  undertake  a  mission  to  JBoston, 
where  the  whole  concerns  of  the  opposition  were 
managed.    The  object  fit  the  mission  was  to  promote 


and  encourage  the  Federal  party  to  resist  ths  mess- 
ures  of  the  General  Government,  to  olfer  asnmooei 
of  aid  and  support  from  His  MigesCy's  Govennieiitof 
Canada,  and  to  open  a  communieatioB  between  tkc 
leading  men  engaged  in  that  oppostioB  and  dw  6or- 
ernor  General,  upon  such  a  footing  as  circamatsiKei 
might  suggest ;  and,  finall7,  to  render  the  plsoi  thea 
in  contemplation  subservient  to  the  views  of  Bu  lfa» 
jesfy^B  Government. 

The  undersigned  undertook  the  missioD,  wbiA 
lasted  from  the  month  of  Jannar7  to  the  month  of 
June,  inclusive,  during  which  period  thoee  poUie  aeti 
and  legislative  resohitions  of  tiie  AsKmbhes  of  Mm- 
sachusetts  and  Connecticut  were  pawed  which  kept 
the  General  Government  of  the  United  Stttn  it 
check,  and  deterred  it  from  canying  into  execotioi 
the  measures  of  hostilit7  with  whidi  (heat  Biitui 
was  menaced. 

For  his  services  on  tiie  oocasioBS  beremneita^ 
and  the  loss  of  time  and  expenses  incurred,  the  uito- 
signed  neither  sought  nor  received  an7  com|K03itioa, 
but  trusted  to  the  known  justioe  and  Ubenlity  of  fils 
Mi^esty*s  Government  for  tiie  rswarl  of  aenien 
which  could  not,  he  humbl7  conceives,  be  ettiiutti 
in  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence.  On  the  psbwage 
and  support  which  was  promised  in  Uie  letter  of  Sir 
J.  Craig,  under  date  of  the  26th  Jsnosiy,  1809, 
(wherein  he  gives  an  assurance  "that  the  form 
oorrespondence  and  political  information  trusBitttJ 
b7  the  undersigned  had  met  with  &e  partieolv  tp- 
probation  of  His  Majesty's  Secretaiy  of  State;  sod 
that  his  exeoutioi^  of  die  mission,  proposed  to  be 
undertaken  in  that  letter,  would  give  hnn  a  diin 
not  onl7  on  the  Governor  General,  but  on  His  Maja- 
t7*s  Ministers,")  the  undersigned  has  relied,  snd  now 
most  reflpectfbli7  claims,  in  whatever  mods  Uie  Eid 
of  Liverpool  ma7  be  pleased  to  adopt 

The  undersigned  most  respectfuU7  takes  this  oees- 
sion  to  state  tl^t  Sir  J.  Craig  promised  him  tn  eo- 
plo7ment  in  Canada,  worth  upwards  of  one  diMisad 
pounds  a  Tear,  b7  his  letter,  herewidi  trumitted, 
under  date  of  September  13, 1 809,  which  he  has  jut 
learned  has,  in  consequence  of  his  absence,  beengiiva 
to  another  person.  The  undersigned  abstaini  frai 
commenting  on  this  transaction,  and  most  reject- 
frill7  suggests  that  the  appointment  of  Judge  Adto- 
cate  General  of  the  province  of  Lower  Canada,  vilh 
a  salaxy  of  five  hundred  pounds  a  7ear,  or  a  Coo«l« 
ate  in  the  United  States,  «me  cicrhs,  would  be  eonsd- 
ered  b7  him  as  a  liberal  discharge  of  an7  oVfigatMi 
that  His  Majesty's  Government  ma7  eotertaiD  ia  re- 
lation to  his  servicer 


Mr,  Pedf  Secretary  kf  Lord  Lherpe9l,i9  Mr.  Bar$ 
DowHiNO  Srajonr,  Jum  88, 1811. 

Sib  :  I  have  not  failed  to  la7  before  the  Eari  «f 
liverpool  the  memorial,  together  with  serenl  snd*- 
ures,  which  was  delivered  to  me  a  few  dajs  moe  vf 
General  Lofr,  at  70ur  desire. 

His  Lordship  has  directed  me  to  aoq[iiaint  jop™! 
he  has  referred  to  the  correspondence  in  thisooes « 
the  Tear  1809,  and  finds  two  letters  fiom  Sir  Jan* 
Craig,  dated  10th  April  and  6tfa  May,  tnttsnutti^ 
the  correspondence  that  has  passed  dnriogyeori**' 
deuce  in  the  Northern  States  of  Amerfc^ aadg- 
pressing  his  confidence  in  70ur  ability  and  />4pB^ 
but  Lord  Liverpool  has  not  discovered  wj  ™  * 
the  part  of  Sir  James  Craig  that  tout  cIsjim  w 
compensation  should  be  refened  to  this  0001^7,  off 
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indeed  is  alhuion  made  to  any  kind  of  arraxigemeiit 
or  agreement  tibat  had  been  nnde  by  that  offioer  with 
yon. 

Under  these  circomstaneea,  and  had  not  Sir  James 
Craig  determined  on  his  immediate  return  to  Eng- 
land, it  wonid  have  been  Lord  Liyerpoors  wish  to 
have  referred  your  memorial  to  him,  as  being  better 
enabled  to  i^preeiate  the  ability  and  success  with 
which  yon  executed  a  mission  undertaken  at  his  de- 
sire. Lord  Liverpool  will,  however,  transmit  it  to  Sir 
James  Craig's  successor  in  the  Government,  with  an 
aasorance  that,  from  the  recommendations  he  has  re- 
ceived in  your  favor,  and  the  opinion  he  has  formed 
on  your  correspondence,  he  is  convinced  the  public 
service  will  be  benefited  by  your  active  employment 
in  a  pnblic  situation. 

Lord  Liyerpod  will  also  feel  himself  bound  to  g^ve 
the  same  assurance  to  the  Marquis  Wellesley,  if 
Aere  is  any  probability  that  it  will  advance  the  suc- 
cess of  the  i^lication  which  yon  have  made  to  his 
Lordship. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
ROBERT  PEEL. 

J.  HsHBT,  Esq.,  No,  27  LdctUr  Square 


Mr.  Rjfkmd  to  Mr,  ffmry. 

TuBSDAT  Eyknivo,  Jufy  2,  1811. 

Mt  Dbar  HmiRT :  It  gives  me  real  pleasure  to 
find  that  the  apprehension  I  had  formed  with  respect 
to  the  lulfilment  of  your  expectations  is  likely  to  prove 
erroneous.  As  every  thing  which  passed,  relative  to 
yoor  mission,  was  in  writing,  I  think  yon  will  do  well  by 
submitting  to  Mr.  Peel  all  the  origLaal  papers.  I  my- 
self could  give  no  other  information  relative  to  the 
subject,  than  what  they  contain,  as  yon  and  I  had  no 
opportunity  of  any  verbal  communication  respecting 
it  till  after  your  mission  terminated,  and  I  never 
wrote  you  a  letter  in  the  Governor's  name  which  had 
notprevionsly  been  submitted  to  his  correction. 

Tlie  impression  I  had  received  of  your  character 
and  abilities  made  me  anxious  to  serve  you  even  be- 
fore I  had  the  pleasure  of  a  personal  acquaintance 
with  you,  and  tlw  same  desire  bias  operated  on  me  ever 
since;  I  am,  therefore,  entitled  to  hope  that  any 
opinion  which  I  may  have  given  you,  as  to  your  best 
mode  of  obtaining  an  employment  under  Government, 
will  be  received  with  the  same  candor  that  gave  rise 
to  it.  I  think  you  will  do  well  to  persevere,  as  you 
propose.  I  have  no  doubt  that  every  letter  from 
you,  which  Sir  James  sent  home,  will  be  found  in 
Mr.  Peel's  office,  as  the  established  practice  there  is 
to  bind  the  despatches  and  enclosures  yearly  up  to- 
gether. 

H.  W.  RYLAND. 

JoBir  HsiiBT,  Esq.,  &e. 

Mr,  Hemy  io  Mr.  Peel 

27,  Lbcebtes  Sqvarx,  Lohdoit, 

September  4,  181L 
Snt :  I  have  just  learned  the  ultimate  dedsion  of 
my  Lord  WelleJey,  relative  to  the  appointment  which 
I  was  desirous  to  obtain ;  and  find  that  the  subsisting 
relations  between  the  two  countries  forbid  the  creat- 
ing a  new  <^oe  in  the  United  States,  such  as  I  was 
solicitous  to  obtun.  In  this  state  of  things  I  have  not 
a  moment  to  lose  in  returning  to  Canada;  and  hare 
taksn  my  passage  in  the  last  and  only  ship  that  sails 


for  Quebec  this  season.  As  I  have  not  time  to  enter 
(de  novo)  into  explanations  with  the  gentleman  who 
is  in  your  office,  and  as  I  have  received  the  assurances 
from  you,  in  addition  to  the  letter  hom  my  Lord 
Liverpool,  of  the  27th  June,  that  **  his  Lordship 
would  recommend  me  to  the  Governor  of  Canada  for 
the  first  vacant  situation  that  I  would  accept,"  I  beg 
the  fiitvor  of  von  to  advise  me  how  I  am  to  get  that 
reoommendfttion  without  loss  of  time,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  &c 

J.  HENRY. 
Robert  Peel,  Esq.,  &c. 


DeeptOeh  iff  Lord  Liverpool  to  Sir  George  PrevoeL 
DowNDfa  Street,  Sept.  16,  1811. 

Sir  :  Mr.  Henry,  who  will  have  the  honor  of  de- 
livering this  letter,  is  the  gentleman  who  addressed 
to  me  the  memorial,  a  copy  of  which  I  herewith  trans- 
mit, and  to  whom  the  accompanying  letter  from  Mr. 
Peel  was  written  by  my  direction. 

In  compliance  with  his  request,  I  now  fulfil  the  as- 
surance which  I  have  given  of  steting  to  you  n^ 
opinion  of  the  ability  and  judgment  which  Mr.  Heniy 
has  manifested  on  the  occasions  mentioned  in  his 
memorial,  and  of  the  benefit  the  public  service  might 
derive  from  his  active  employment  in  any  public 
situation  in  which  you  should  think  proper  to  place 
him. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 
LIVERPOOL. 

To  Sot  Gbq^oe  Pbevost,  Baronet^  dtc. 


[The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Secretaiy  of  State^ 
communicated  to  the  Senate  by  the  Message  of  the 
12th  March,  1812.] 

Department  of  State,  March  12,  1812. 
The  Secretaiy  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  10th  instant,  has  the 
honor  to  report :  That  this  department  Ib  not  in  pos- 
session of  any  names  of  persons  hi  the  United  Stotes 
who  have,  in  any  way  or  manner  whaterer,  entered 
into,  or  countenanced  the  proiect  or  the  views  for  the 
exeoutiou  or  attainment  of  which  John  Henry  was^  in 
the  year  1809,  employed  by  Sir  James  diuig;  the 
said  John  Henry  having  named  no  person  or  persons 
as  being  concerned  in  the  said  prcjject  or  views  re- 
ferred to  in  the  documento  laid  before  Congress  on 
the  9ih  instant  Which  is  respectfully  submitted, 
JAMES  MONROE. 

The  Message  and  documente  having  been  read, 
Mr.  Rhea  made  a  motion  to  print  them. 

Mr.  Pitkin  siud  that  he  had  no  objection  to 
the  papers  being  printed,  bnt  that  he  rose  to  pro- 
test against  the  sentiments  attributed  in  these 
papers  to  the  Federal  party,  being  oon^ered  as 
those  of  the  citizens  of  the  State  which  he  had 
the  honor  to  represent  He  tmsted  it  would  not 
be  believed  that  they  had  any  knowledge  of  any 
mission  of  this  kind  from  Canada,  or  &om  any 
other  quarter. 

It  was  the  first  time  that  he  had  heard  that 
the  opposition  to  the  embargo  in  the  States  of 
Vermont  oi"  Massachnsette  had  any  connection 
with  the  British  Gk>vemment,  or  with  any  pro- 
ject of  a  separation  of  the  Union  in  any  manner. 
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muoh  less  under  the  agency  of  a  British  spy. 
So  far  as  he  oonld  understand  the  papers  from 
the  first  reading,  Mr.  P.  said  they  did  not  inti- 
mate that  any  disclosure  had  been  made  to  any 
individual  of  the  United  States  by  Mr.  Henry 
of  the  object  of  his  mission,  or  that  his  scheme 
had  been  advocated  or  supported  by  any  one. 
And  I  trust  no  gentleman  will  take  the  charac- 
ter of  the  parties  in  any  section  of  this  country, 
from  a  man  who  it  seems  has  proved  a  traitor  to 
his  own  Government.  So  far  as  the  statements 
made  in  these  papers  may  be  considered  as  in- 
volving the  party  in  concert  with  the  Federal 
party,  in  any  scheme  of  co-operation  with  the 
British  Government  in  dividing  the  Union,  it  is 
one  of  the  grossest  libels  that  ever  was  uttered. 
Nor  do  I  feel  willing  to  take  the  character  of 
the  people  of  this  country  from  the  mouth  of 
this  man.  He  does  not  stop  at  debasing  the 
character  of  the  people  of  this  country,  but  he 
utters  a  libel  against  all  parties  and  against  the 
Government  itself.  He  states  that  in  the  extra 
session  of  Congress  in  May,  1809,  there  were 
•sixty-one  votes  against  Mr.  Madison,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  arrangement  with  Mr.  Erskine ; 
when  we  all  know  that  the  vote  on  the  resolu- 
tion approving  of  the  President's  conduct  in 
that  affair  was  no  criterion  by  which  to  judge. 
While,  therefore,  gentlemen  will  not,  as  I  pre- 
sume they  will  not,  place  any  confidence  in  the 
statements  made  by  this  man  against  them- 
selves, and  against  those  whom  he  styles  Demo« 
crats,  I  trust  they  will  be  equally  incredulous  as 
to  any  statements  he  has  made  against  those  he 
has  called  Federalists,  with  respect  to  their  co- 
operation with  the  British  Government  in  divid- 
ing the  Union.  More  especially  as  they  come 
from  one  who,  disappointed  at  not  receiving 
the  promised  reward  from  his  Government,  has 
turned  traitor  to  his  employers.    : 

Mr.  Bibb  said  he  agreed  with  the  gentleman 
who  just  sat  down  on  one  point,  that  a  frill  in- 
vestigation ought  to  be  had.  It  was  due  to  the 
Congress,  to  our  connections  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, that  an  inquiry  should  be  made  into  the 
transaction  now  exposed  to  view ;  and,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  motion  for  printing,  he  should  move 
a  reference  of  the  Message  to  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Gholson  said  it  was  a  source  of  gratifi- 
cation to  him,  that,  so  fiu*  as  the  papers  com- 
municated by  the  President  could  be  considered 
evidence  at  all,  they  were  certainly  hig^y  hon- 
orable testimony  in  favor  of  the  Eastern  section 
of  the  Union.  An  emissary  of  great  talents  had 
been  employed  by  the  British  in  a  nefarious 
scheme  to  dismember  the  United  States,  and  to 
engender  treason  in  the  very  bosom  of  our 
country :  and  yet,  Mr.  G.  said,  it  does  not  seem 
that  this  spy  has  been  able  to  connect  with  him- 
self any  citizen  of  the  United  States.  If  he  bad 
held  correspondence  with  any  persons  of  dis- 
tinction, the  presumption  is  their  names  would 
have  been  disclosed  in  the  papers  that  have 
l>een  read.  Mr.  G.  was  huppy  in  cherishing  the 
belief  that  the  liberties  of  this  ooontiy  would 


always  find  a  sufficient  guarantee  against  machi- 
nations of  this  sort,  in  tlie  patriotism  of  every 
portion  of  the  Union.  This  commnnicatioD,  Air 
which  the  House  was  indebted  to  the  PraideDt, 
was  highly  intereetiog  and  important  in  oae 
point  of  view.  It  demonstrated,  as  matter  of 
fact,  what  had  heretofore  remained  only  specu- 
lation and  conjecture,  that  the  British  Govera- 
ment  has  long  meditated  the  separatiaii  of  these 
States ;  and  what  is  more,  that  they  have 
actually  attempted  the  execution  of  this  wicked 
design,  and  have  endeavored  to  convert  our 
own  citizens  into  traitors  I  He  would  say  no 
more. 

Mr.  QniNOT  said  he  was  much  obliged  to  the 
gentleman  last  up  for  the  view  which  he  had 
taken  of  the  subject  It  had  struck  him  ]n^ 
viouslywith  mudi  force,  and  he  meant  to  have 
taken  the  floor  to  have  expressed  it.  If  ever 
there  had  existed  in  the  British  Government,  or 
any  other  Gk)vemment,  an  idea  that  there  wis 
a  party  in  this  country  who  would  associate 
with  it  to  dissolve  this  Union,  he  thanked  €rod 
that  the  project  was  exposed.  If  it  was  true, 
as  these  papers  stated,  that  this  man  had  ben 
so  employed,  he  thanked  God  that  the  misaon 
had  been  detected.  The  Administration,  ia 
bringing  the  sabject  before  the  House,  had  done 
worthily,  and  the  sulgect  oug^t  to  be  inqiored 
into.  What  ia  the  fact,  admitting  all  that  ibk 
person  has  said  to  be  true?  Why,  that  an  agent 
from  the  British  Government,  under  dream- 
stances  peculiarly  auspicious  and  suitable  to  his 
purpose,  goes  to  the  spot  which  he  r^Ksentsas 
the  hotbed  of  opposition,  to  stir  up  disonioii, 
and  his  papers  do  not  contain  an  intimation  that 
he  dared  to  mention  such  an  idea  as  that  of  a 
dissolution  of  the  Union  to  any  individuaL  No, 
sir ;  and  I  dare  to  say  that  he  never  did  men- 
tion such  a  thing  to  anv  distinguished  individ- 
ual. As  far  as  I  know  the  sentiments  <^  gentle- 
men in  that  quarter,  they  hold  this  Union  dear, 
and  look  upon  such  a  connection  as  is  supposed 
in  these  papers  with  as  much  abhorrence  as  any 
man,  however  attached  he  may  be  to  the  ad> 
ministration  of  the  Government.  WbeDever  a 
dismemberment  of  the  Union  has  been  talked 
o^  it  has  been  with  awe,  and  with  a  fear  that 
the  present  course  of  public  measures  would 
lead  to  such  an  event,  and  not  with  a  view  to 
bring  it  about  Sir,  I  know  that  other  ideas 
have  been  ^roekd  over  the  oountry  for  the  pur- 
pose of  serving  party  views.  But  here,  in  this 
temple  of  our  liberties,  let  us  reason  with  one 
another  according  to  the  evidence  before  uk.  I 
rejoice  that  the  sul^ect  has  been  brought  for- 
ward, and  that  an  agent  so  peculiarly  adapted 
to  the  business  in  which  he  was  employed 
has  not  been  able  to  furnish  any  evidence  of 
even  l^e  connivance  of  any  individual  at  his 
mission. 

Mr.  Wbiobt  said  that  such  an  extraordiDarT 
communication  as  that  just  received  from  th« 
Ftesident,  reflecting  so  much  on  various  sec- 
tions and  parties  of  the  Union,  required  serioos 
consideration  before  they  ooosented  to  pnUiah 
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nch  gross  abuse  of  every  portion  of  our  people. 
Gentlemen  should  reflect  that  this  very  disdo- 
sare  might  be  one  of  the  means  used  by  this  mis- 
creant to  divide  this  country.  K  he  wished  to 
promote  division,  how  could  he  better  attain  his 
object  than  by  denouncing  the  people  of  a  par- 
ticular section  ?  Who  is  this  man,  and  where 
is  he  f  is  an  inquiry  that  ought  to  be  made.  I 
am  not  one  of  those  who  would,  without  in- 
quiry, take  the  words  of  a  spy,  traitor,  and  vil- 
lain, as  truth.  It  might  be  well  to  print  a  suffi- 
cient number  for  the  House,  but  no  more  until 
they  knew  more  about  it.  However  gentlemen 
in  the  Eastern  States  might  have  been  dissatis- 
fied at  particular  measures,  the  embargo  law  for 
instance,  their  opposition  to  them  had  arisen 
from  their  operation  on  their  partiocdtur  interests, 
and  not  that  they  had  any  disposition  to  sever 
themselves  from  the  Union.  This  business  had 
been  very  correctly  communicated  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive to  Congress ;  but  they  ought  to  act  on 
it  with  temper,  prud^ice,  and  coolness.  Mr.  W. 
protested  against  considering  any  such  disposi- 
tion as  it  attributed  to  a  certain  party  to  exist, 
particularly  in  the  spot  which  has  been  fre- 

Snently  and  emphatically  styled  the  cradle  of 
lie  Revolution.  He  could  not  feel  the  same 
dispontion  which  some  appeared  to  do,  to  give 
consequence  to  this  affair. 

Mr.  Tboup  did  not  consider  these  papers  as 
involving  the  character  of  any  portion  of  our 
people.  They  appeared  to  him  to  be  calculated 
merely  to  put  the  people  on  their  guard  against 
foreign  emissaries  or  agents  employed  for  the 
purpose  of  effecting  a  dismemberment  of  this 
Union.  As  to  the  opinions  this  person  expresses 
of  parties,  &c.,  they  are  merely  the  individual 
speculations  of  this  man,  and  cannot  have  much 
weight.  But  the  documents  have  a  most  im- 
portant bearing.  They  establish  the  fact  that  a 
foreign  Government,  on  the  eve  of  hostility 
with  us,  has  flor  some  time  past  employed  an 
agent  to  foment  divisions  among  us ;  and  another 
fiust,  which,  considered  in  connection  with  other 
circumstances,  is  of  great  importance.  They 
diow  the  deep-rooted  hostility  of  this  foreign 
power  to  our  Republican  Qovemment  and  lib- 
erties—a hostility  which  could  stop  at  noUiing 
short  of  a  dismemberment  of  the  country.  A^ 
ter  the  affidr  of  the  Wabash,  when  it  was  said 
that  the  Indians  had  been  instigated  by  the 
same  enemy  to  hostilities  against  us,  the  British 
Minister's  choler  rose;  he  denied  the  whole. 
He  avails  himself  of  suggestions  in  public  prints 
to  deny  their  statements;  to  state  tiiat  so  fiEur 
from  a  disposition  to  stir  up  the  Indians  against 
ns,  the  contrary  was  the  fact;  that,  indeed, 
Sir  James  Craig  has  been  intent  on  diverting 
Indian  hostilities.  Sir,  may  we  not  reasonably 
believe  him  to  have  fomented  Indian  hostilities 
in  one  part  of  the  country,  while  in  another  he 
was  promoting  disunion  in  the  body  of  the  peo- 
ple? These,  sir,  are  the  only  facts  disclosed  of 
importance ;  the  only  faxste  which  would  justify 
the  publication  of  more  than  the  ordinary  num- 
ber of  copies. 


Mr.  FiBK  said  that  the  remarks  which  had 
been  made  by  gentlemen,  induced  him  to  ask 
the  indulgence  of  the  House,  to  give  some  in- 
formation and  make  a  few  observations  relative 
to  the  subject  now  under  consideration.  This 
Mr.  Henry  was  an  Englishman,  but  had  long 
resided  in  this  country;  so  long  that  he  had 
obtained  a  captaincy  in  the  army  raised  in  the 
year  1798 ;  he  was  a  man  of  gentlemanly  de- 
portment, and  reputed  good  moral  character; 
that  he  (Mr.  Fisk)  and  his  colleague  (Mr.  Stbokg) 
well  remembered  when  he  passed  through  Bur- 
lington, in  the  Spring  of  the  year  1 808,  and  that 
his  object  was  at  that  time  much  suspected  to 
have  been  what  he  how  states;  but  as  a  politi- 
cian, he  was  thought  by  the  Bepublicans  to 
have  been  a  firm  believer  in  tlie  British  max- 
im, **that  the  end  sanctifies  the  means  ;^^  and 
the  Federal  party  ei^oyed  the  fall  benefits  of 
his  principles  and  labors  while  he  lived  in  Ver- 
mont. Sir,  gentlemen  say  that  he  is  a  traitor, 
a  spy,  and,  therefore,  what  he  here  relates  is 
not  entitled  to  credit.  However  dishonorable 
a  transaction  like  this  may  be  deemed  by  our 
Government,  whose  motives  and  conduct  are 
directed  and  squared  by  the  principles  of  moral- 
ity and  justice,  yet,  I  believe,  it  is  not  thought 
so  very  disgraceful  in  the  British  Government, 
as  to  be  beneath  her  first  characters  to  under- 
take. Sit*,  was  the  mission  to  Copenhagen  to 
destroy  that  city,  murder  the  innocent  inhab- 
itants, and  to  rob  the  Danes  of  their  fieet,  a  more 
honorable  one  than  this?  Certainly  not  And 
yet,  sir,  the  famous  Mr.  Jackson,  who  went  on 
that  mission  was  considered  worthy  of  being  a 
Minister  to  this  country,  where  he  was  cares^ 
and  highly  esteemed  by  some ;  and  performed 
both  missions  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  his 
mBSt&r,  Why,  sir,  can  gentlemen  seriously 
doubt  the  truth  of  the  facts  stated  by  this  Mr. 
Henry,  when  they  have  it  from  the  highest 
authority,  that  the  former  British  Minister,  Mr. 
Erskine,  while  here,  at  this  very  time,  was  in 
the  same  business  this  Henry  was  sent  to  per- 
form? In  a  letter  written  by  that  Minister 
to  this  Government,  and  published  by  its  order, 
he  tells  them : 

**  I  have  endeavored,  by  the  most  strict  and  dQigent 
inqniries  into  the  views  and  strength  of  the  Federal 
party,  to  ascertain  to  what  extent  they  would  be  will- 
ing and  able  to  resist  the  measures  of  the  party  in 
power,  and  how  far  they  could  cany  the  opinions  of 
this  countiy  along  with  them  in  their  attempts  to 
remove  the  embargo,  without  recurring  to  hostilities 
against  both  Great  Britain  and  France." 

And  again,  he  tells  them  in  his  letter  of  the 
15th  February,  1809,  when  speaking  of  the  di- 
visions which  then  agitated  this  country,  and 
the  opposition  made  to  the  laws  by  the  people 
of  the  Eastern  States : 

"The  ultimate  consequences  of  such  differences 
and  jealousies,  arising  between  the  Eastern  and  South- 
ern States,  would  inevitably  tend  to  a  dissolution  of 
the  Union,  which  has  been  for  some  time  talked  of, 
and  has  of  late,  as  I  have  heard,  been  seriously  con- 
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templated  by  many  of  the  leadiog  people  in  the  east- 
em  division." 

Now,  sir,  when  the  British  ^nister  wae  on 
this  business,  by  order  of  his  Government,  is  it 
extraordinary  or  incredible  that  this  Henry 
shonld  be  sent  on  the  same  errand  by  Governor 
Craig?  The  occurrences  of  those  times  place 
the  fact  out  of  doubt.  I  perfectly  recollect  that 
on  my  return  home  from  this  place  in  March, 
1809,  I  was  informed  of  this  Henry  having 
passed  through  the  country;  and  it  was  then 
conjectured  that  he  was  on  the  very  business 
which  he  now  states.  But,  say  gentiemen,  he 
libels  and  calumniates  the  Government!  Why, 
sir,  he  does  not  more  so  than  has  often  been 
done  on  this  floor  by  a  gentleman  not  now  pres- 
ent, or  than  has  been  done  for  years  by  one 
description  of  presses  and  newspapers  in  this 
country. 

The  division  of  the  Union  is  not  a  new  sub- 
ject. As  early  as  the  time  the  Jay  Treaty  agi- 
tated this  country,  I  saw  two  numbers  in  the 
"Gentinel,'^  printed  at  Boston,  holding  out  the 
idea  of  a  separation  of  the  States.  I  am  very 
fiar  from  believing  it  was  ever  the  wish  of  the 
great  body  of  the  Federal  party,  or  that  they 
will  knowingly  join  the  enemies  of  this  country 
to  effect  such  a  purpose,  but  that  there  are  some 
who  call  themselves  Federalists,  and  who  in 
principle  and  feeling  are  Englishmen,  that  would 
do  it,  I  have  no  doubt 

Mr.  Smiue  said  the  character  of  this  man  was 
nothing  to  us,  though  it  might  be  to  him,  and 
he  therefore  should  not  follow  the  example  of 
gentlemen  who  had  mode  so  free  with  it  There 
was  one  point  in  which  he  considered  the  pub- 
lication of  these  documents,  which  was  of  real 
importance ;  that  they  exhibited  to  the  Ameri- 
can people  what  sort  of  a  nation  we  had  to 
deal  with.  It  appeared  to  him  that  Great  Brit- 
ain considered  no  means  dishonorable  provided 
they  would  accomplish  the  attainment  of  her 
object  With  respect  to  Mr.  Wright's  idea,  that 
the  publication  of  the  papers  would  throw  an 
odium  on  the  leading  parties  in  this  country, 
said  Mr.  S.,  none  of  those  papers  said  any  thing 
more  disrespectful  to  the  parties  in  this  coun- 
try than  those  parties  had  frequently  said  of 
each  other  in  the  public  prints.  He  never  had 
believed  that  the  mass  of  the  Federal  party 
wished  a  separation  of  the  Union;  but  that 
there  were  men  in  it  attached  to  the  British 
interests,  he  knew  to  be  true.  There  was  at 
least  enough  in  these  papers  to  put  every  man 
on  his  guard  with  respect  to  the  insidious,  dis- 
honorable conduct  of  that  Gx)vemment,  and  he 
would  therefore  vote  for  printing  5,000  copies. 

Mr.  Maook  said  this  was  one  of  those  de- 
bates which  sometimes  arose  in  the  House,  in 
which  all  were  on  one  side  of  the  Question. 
Nothing  can  be  more  true  than  that  tnese  pa- 
pers do  prove  that  Great  Britain  has  not  yet 
ceased  her  attempts  to  disturb  the  peace  of  this 
nation.  That  they  were  genuine  ne  believed, 
although  they  came  from  a  man  whom  that 
Government  had  employed.    There  was  noth- 


ing new  in  the  manner  of  communicating  them. 
How  was  it  in  the  conspiracy  of  Blount  and 
Listen?  Mr.  Adams  commnnioated  the  dis- 
closure to  Congress.  I  imagine  that  Bnn-^s 
conspiracy  was  communicated  by  some  one 
who  was  or  had  been  engaged  in  it  In  thii 
case,  a  man  who  had  been  in  the  serviee  of  this 
Government,  preferring  the  Ifoitish,  was,  while 
in  Canada,  engaged  by  Governor  Craig  to  go 
into  a  part  of  this  country  to  endeavor  to  pro- 
cure a  division  of  the  Union.  Mr.  M.  odd  he 
had,  four  years  ago,  stated  that  both  Great  Brit- 
ain and  France  had  agents  in  this  country. 
Had  they  not  had  them  in  other  countries  f 
They  had ;  and  he  cited  Holland  as  a  particu- 
lar instance. 

The  only  question  that  presents  itself  is,  Is 
the  information  useful  to  us  ?  Does  it  not  eon- 
firm  every  man  in  the  belief  that  while  ehe  is 
making  professions  of  friendship  thrmigfa  her 
Minister  here,  Great  Britiun  is,  in  another  di- 
rection plotting  our  destruction  by  her  secret 
agents?  It  would  be  happy  for  ns  if  we  had 
not  also  French  agents  here.  I  never  did  be- 
lieve the  Federal  party  had  any  notion  <^  join- 
ing Great  Britain ;  but  this  nation,  favored  n 
it  is,  has  yet  not  been  clear  of  disoord ;  ind  to 
say  that  there  is  not  a  man  in  the  Federsl  or 
Republican  parties  who  would  wish  a  mkn 
with  Great  Britain  or  France,  would  be  to  saj 
what  I  do  not  believe. 

As  to  this  man,  he  is  just  snch  a  one  as  the 
British  usually  employ  for  these  purposes;  he 
is  one  of  their  own  agents.  Can  England  ooift- 
plain  of  our  ^ving  credit  to  a  man  with  whom 
her  first  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Governor 
General  of  Canada  correspond  f  I  care  nothisg 
about  the  cause  whieh  brings  him  ha«,  it  is 
an  affair  between  him  and  them.  The  questitA 
is,  Has  he  told  the  truth?  I  verily  behere  he 
has.  I  understood  enough  of  the  paperR,  es 
read,  to  know  that  he  was  the  agent  of  the  Brit- 
ish Government  sent  here  to  sow  disunion,  and 
that  was  enough  for  me.  So  long  as  we  are 
governed  by  interest,  mutual  wants,  or  eomnxA 
sense,  so  long  shall  we  continue  onited.  We 
are  placed  in  such  a  situation  that  we  ought  lo 
love  each  other,  and  we  always  should,  did  not 
our  mad  passions  sometimes  run  away  with  ua 
One  part  of  the  nation  delights  in  using  the  sea; 
another  in  agriculture;  we  supply  each  other's 
wants;  we  ought  never  to  dream  of  separatioiL 
And,  sir,  when  these  messengers  of  bell  are  sent 
here  shaJl  we  not  look  at  them?  Let  us  have 
the  papers  printed,  sir. 

Mr.  Kbt  made  some  remarks  which  mnnei 
all  distinctiy  heard  by  the  reporter.  He  wished 
that  the  publication  could  have  been  aoeompa- 
nied  with  some  refutation  of  its  oontenta,  as  H 
would  go  to  alarm  the  people  with  an  idea  of 
the  existence  of  a  spirit  in  one  section  of  this 
country  which  he  was  sure  did  not  exist.  He 
was  not  only  for  committing  thesul^ect,  but  for 
following  it  up  with  a  full  and  prompt  exami* 
nation.  Sure  I  am,  said  Mr.  E.,  that  the  people 
of  Europe  have  mistaken  the  American  chancttf • 
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IHiatever  difference  of  opinion  may  exist  among 
ooreelyed,  there  can  be  none  as  to  the  propriety 
of  supporting  the  integrity  of  the  Union.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  people  of  this  country, 
of  all  descriptions,  will  rally  around  the  con- 
stitution. France  had  heretofore  supposed  she 
possessed  a  party  in  this  country,  but  there  was 
not  a  man  of  sense  in  tha  pountry  who  be- 
lieved it.  Foreign  nations  would  err  in  this 
way,  having  no  correct  knowledge  of  the  senti- 
ments of  the  people.  If  we  were  soon  to  be 
involved  in  war,  it  was  proper  that  no  distrust 
should  exist  in  one  part  of  the  community  against 
another ;  and  he  therefore  regretted  that  a  com- 
plete investigation  could  not  be  had  before  the 
paners  were  published. 

Mr.  MiLNOB  said  his  purpose  in  rising  now 
was  to  express  the  anxious  desire  he  felt  that 
on  this  question  there  might  not  be  the  least 
division  of  sentiment  manifested  in  the  House. 
He  should  be  extremely  sorry  at  any  time; 
above  all,  at  a  period  of  our  national  progress 
when  it  was  thought  that  a  chang^  of  circum- 
stances of  the  most  important  kind  was  about 
to  take  place;  that  at  this  time  an  opinion 
should  be  imbibed  that  any  portion  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  were  favorable  to  England. 
The  candor  of  tiie  gentleman  from  Maryland 
(Mr.  Wsiobt)  redounded  to  his  honor.  He  was 
extremely  glad  to  find  gentlemen  acknowledge, 
with  respect  to  the  party  in  which  he  stood  en- 
rolled, whatever  might  be  our  internal  differ- 
ences, &c.,  that  they  could  not  be  suspected  of 
hostility  to  the  Union ;  there  could  be  no  idea 
entertained  by  sensible  men  of  either  party  that 
there  was  among  us  any  considerable  portion 
of  men  who  are  inimically  disposed  to  the 
union  of  the  States. 

That  these  papers  proved  a  dishonorable  at- 
tempt on  the  part  of  the  British  Governm^it 
Mr.  M.  said  he  had  no  doubt  Although  a  strong 
sensation  would  probably  be  produced  by  the 
discovery  of  this  circumstance,  and  it  might  be 
perverted  much  to  the  iiyury  of  the  feelings  of 
particular  individuals,  he  hoped  the  good  sense 
of  the  community  would  induce  them,  while 
they  properly  appreciated  this  attempt  of  a  for- 
eign Government,  not  to  be  led  into  rash  or 
injudicious  measures.  He  really  wished  the  af- 
fSair  might  be  probed  to  the  bottom;  and  that 
the  British  Minister  having  in  one  case  come 
forward  with  a  disavowal  for  his  Government, 
would  say  in  some  shape  or  other  what  was  the 
real  state  of  the  case  now  before  the  House. 

The  motion  for  printing  was  unanimously 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bibb  moved  to  amend  his  motion  for 
reference  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations, 
so  as  to  give  the  committee  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  Troup  said  that  on  occasions  of  this  kind 
great  care  should  be  taken  lest  the  House  be 
hurried  by  a  momentary  excitement  into  an 
act  of  precipitancy.  He  had  confidence  in  the 
discretion  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, but  the  vesting  such  a  power  in  the  com- 


mittee might  be  considerod  as  an  instruction  by 
the  House  to  proceed  under  any  circumstances 
to  bring  Mr.  Henry  before  them.  He  had  no 
doubt  in  his  own  mind  that  the  communication 
had  been  voluntary  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Henry, 
but  he  entertained  as  little  that  there  may  have 
been  certain  stipulations  and  conditions  which 
the  Executive  would  feel  itself  under  the  strong- 
est obligations  of  good  faith  to  comply  with,  and 
which  would  exempt  the  individual  making  the 
disclosure  from  any  responsibility  of  any  kind. 
Whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  motives  of  Mr. 
Henry  in  making  the  disclosure,  or  whatever 
the  epithets  applied  to  him  in  debate,  certfun 
it  was,  Mr.  Henry  had  done  service  to  tne  coun- 
try, and  ought  to  be  protected  by  it.  If  the 
committee  should,  on  examination,  think  prop- 
er to  proceed  to  summon  persons,  or  call  for 
papers,  the  House  would  not  hesitate  to  vest 
them  with  the  necessary  powers. 

Mr.  Gbitndy  stated  what  was  his  impression 
as  to  the  course  he  should  incline  to  pursue  as 
a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
lations,  if  these  papers  should  be  reterred  as 
proposed,  to  that  committee.  If  any  engage- 
ments, express  or  implied,  had  taken  place  be- 
tween the  Administration  and  Mr.  Henry,  that 
he  should  be  free  from  detention,  &c.,  he  should 
not,  as  one  of  the  committee,  consent  to  violate 
that  engagement. 

The  question  on  reference  was  carried  unan- 
imously. 

The  question  to  clothe  the  committee  with 
compulsory  power  was  carried — 104  to  10. 


Thuesdat,  March  12. 
Mimnippi  Territory. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  the  bill 
for  enabling  the  people  of  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory to  form  a  constitution  and  State  Govern- 
ment, being  taken  up— 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTBB  Said,  that  on  the  general 
principles  of  the  bill  under  consideration,  he 
presumed  there  will  be  but  little  difference  of 
opinion.  The  population  of  the  Territory  pro- 
posed to  be  erected  into  an  independent  State 
is  unquestionably  sufficient  to  authorize  the 
measure  agreeably  to  the  present  ratio  of  repre- 
sentation ;  and  from  the  vast  influx  of  emigra- 
tion to  that  section  of  the  Union  since  the  last 
census,  I  am  fully  satisfied  that  it  might  be  de- 
mand^ as  a  matter  of  right  under  the  compact 
with  the  State  of  Georgia.  But,  sir,  the  wise 
and  magnanimous  policy  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment has  uniformly  conferred  on  the  respect- 
ive Territories  the  rights  of  State  sovereignty 
so  soon  as  their  numbers  would  fairly  entitle 
them  to  one  member  in  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States.  Ohio  was  admit- 
ted with  a  population  of  thirty-seven  thousand 
souls.  In  the  next  Congress,  that  State  will  be 
entitled  to  six  Representatives,  besides  a  very 
large  fraction  which  was  thrown  on  her  by  the 
apportionment  made  during  the  present  session. 
All  the  other  new  States  received  into  the  Con- 
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federacy  rince  the  adoption  of  the  constitntion, 
have  grown  into  importance,  and  now  constitnte 
some  of  the  firmest  pillars  in  the  Temple  of 
Liberty.  Permit  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  egress 
a  hope,  that  while  gentlemen  delight  to  bask  in 
the  snnshine  of  freedom  at  home,  they  will  on 
every  occasion  manifest  their  liberality  and  phi- 
lanthropy, by  extending  its  cheering  rays  to  the 
remotest  regions  of  our  beloyed  country.  Eman- 
cipate us  from  the  trammels  of  colonial  vassal- 
age; place  us  on  the  high  eminence  of  a  free, 
sovereign,  and  independent  commonwealth ;  and 
we  shaD  at  all  times  be  ready,  with  our  lives 
and  fortunes,  to  assert  the  rights  and  vindicate 
the  honor  of  our  common  country. 

"With  respect  to  the  limits  recommended  by 
the  committee,  including  all  that  tract  of  coun- 
try of  which  possession  was  taken  by  virtue 
of  the  Proclamation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  bearing  date  the  2Yth  of  October, 
1810,  there  appears  to  exist  a  diversity  of  opin- 
ion. Some  gentlemen  think  it  improper  to 
legislate  definitely  over  that  country,  until  the 
pledge  given  in  the  proclamation  that  it  will  in 
our  hands  be  held  subject  to  future  negotiation, 
is  redeemed  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  t^e  Ex- 
ecutive who  made  it ;  and  others  wish  to  divide 
the  countxy  between  the  State  of  Louisiana  and 
the  State  to  be  formed  of  the  Mississippi  Territo- 
ry. To  rescue  this  subject  from  the  first  ob- 
jection, at  a  very  early  period  of  the  session,  I 
moved  a  resolution  calling  on  the  President  for 
information  on  two  points :  1.  Whetiier  there 
was  any  pending  negotiation  respecting  our  title. 
2.  Whether  it  was  the  wish  of  the  Executive 
that  the  Legislative  authority  of  Congress  over 
the  country  should  be  suspended  with  a  view 
to  future  negotiation  and  aqjustment  in  relation 
to  the  claim  of  the  United  States.  To  this  re- 
quest the  President  has  returned  no  answer. 
iBut  without  the  aid  of  those  lights  which  it  is 
in  the  power  of  the  Executive  to  shed  upon  the 
question,  we  all  know  that  the  downfaUof  the 
late  Spanish  Monarch,  and  the  distracted  state 
of  revolution  in  which  Spain  is  involved,  ren- 
ders it  impracticable  to  recognize  any  legitimate 
authority  with  whom  a  negotiation  could  be 
conducted.  It  is  true,  several  letters  have  pass- 
ed between  Mr.  Secretary  Monroe  and  Mr.  Fos- 
ter, the  British  Minister,  during  tibe  recess  of 
Congress,  relative  to  our  possession  of  West 
Florida,  and  the  manner  of  taking  it.  On  this 
correspondence  it  is  not  my  intention  at  present 
to  comment  It  is  a  new  proof  of  the  disposi- 
tion which  Great  Britain  has  always  shown  to 
intermeddle  in  the  afi&irs  of  other  nations,  and 
the  language  of  Mr.  Foster  is  in  the  highest  de- 
ffree  arrogant  and  insulting.  Mr.  Monroe,  in 
his  letter  of  the  8th  of  July,  after  repelling  the 
insinuations  made  by  the  firitish  Government 
as  to  the  motives  by  which  the  President, was 
actuated  in  taking  possession  of  the  country, 
declares  '^that  by  this  event  the  United  States 
have  acquired  no  new  title  to  West  Florida. 
They  wanted  none.'*  From  this  declaration  it 
is  evident  that  no  doubt  is  entertained  by  the 


Executive  as  to  the  validity  oi  our  title,  and 
therefore  it  is  unnecessary  to  suspend  for  a  longer 
period  the  admission  of  that  country  into  the 
Union. 

Mr.  PoiNDXTTEB  then  offered  the  foHowing 
amendment : 

'Mml  U  it  fttrtker  emuled,  That  the  amid  State 
shall  consist  of  all  that  tract  of  ooontiy  oontdned 
within  the  following  boandaries,  to  wit :  b^^innii^  on 
the  river  Mississippi,  at  the  point  where  the  aonilicm 
boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  unites  viih 
the  same;  thence  alonff  said  line  to  its  junction  wiA 
the  western  boundary  cSti^  State  of  Gooaqgia ;  thenea 
along  the  said  boundary  to  the  thir^^rst  dsgree 
of  latitude,  and  along  said  degree  of  latitade  to  a 
point  opposite  the  river  Perdido ;  thence  to  the  Jobo- 
tion  of  said  river  with  the  Gulf  of  Mexico^  including 
all  isUnds  within  six  leagues  of  the  shore  to  the  junc- 
tion of  Peari  River  with  the  Lake  Pontchartrain ;  and 
up  said  river  to  the  81st  degree  of  latitude ;  thenoe 
to  the  river  Mssissippi,  and  iq>  the  same  to  the  be- 
ginnings* 

The  question  on  this  amendment  was  taken 
without  debate,  and  carried. 

Mr.  Olay  moved  to  add  the  following  provi- 
so, to  follow  after  the  section  just  adopted; 
which  would  have  the  effect  to  keep  that  por- 
tion of  country  taken  possesion  of  under  the 
President's  proclamation,  sul^ject  to  fiitore  ne- 
gotiation : 

**iyo9ided,  Thatnothmgheittnoontainedslianbe 
to  coDstmed  as  to  prevent  that  portion  of  the  Tens- 
toiy  comprehended  within  the  said  boondazy,  for- 
merly composing  a  part  of  the  country  known  by  die 
name  of  West  Florida,  being  sulgect  to  future  nego- 
tiation on  the  part  of  the  United  States.* 

Mr.  Olay  (Speaker)  said  that  in  oflfering  this 
amendment  to  the  committee,  he  oonfeesed  he 
was  actuated  rather  by  a  disposition  to  aooom- 
modato  the  views  of  otiier  gentlemen,  ituui  fipom 
any  difficulty  which  he  felt  on  the  subieci  him- 
self; for,  with  respect  to  our  title  to  Wert  Flor> 
ida,  he  thought  it  utterly  impossible  thai  my 
gentleman  could  examine  that  question  withoat 
suffering  other  considerations  to  min^e  in  the 
investigatian,  and  not  be  thoromdily  oonvinced 
that  the  title  was  in  the  United  States:  andhs 
confessed  that  were  he  to  consult  his  own  views 
only,  he  should  not  hesitate  a  moment  in  mak- 
ing an  unqualified  annexation  of  that  tenitoiy 
to  the  States  to  be  formed  of  the  Oileans  and 
Mississippi  Territories.  But.as  some  gentkmen, 
adverting  to  the  President's  Prodamation  for 
taking  possesnon  of  that  country,  had  soppoeed 
that  some  difficulty  might  arise  under  it  from 
such  a  procedure,  in  order  to  quiet  these  W^ 
hensions,  he  had  submitted  this  proriao.  llie 
right  of  the  General  Government  to  destroy  the 
integrity  of  a  State  having  been  questioned,  it 
would  be  well  to  guard  against  any  difficulty 
on  that  score  by  a  reservation  to  Uie  Geoeril 
Government  of  the  power  to  n^otiato  on  the 
subject  of  this  territory.  At  the  same  time  he 
made  this  proposition,  Mr.  C.  utterly  dlsdaim- 
ed  tiie  idea  that  in  any  possible  state  of  things 
ought  this  country  to  be  ceded  away.    He  oon- 
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sdered  the  poflBession  of  West  Florida  as  indis- 
penaable  to  the  interests  and  prosperity^  of  the 
Western  Stateai  and  so  far  to  the  integrity  of 
the  Union ;  and  he  should  as  soon  see  a  part  of 
the  State  which  he  represented  ceded  awaj  as 
this  territory.  What,  he  asked,  was  the  extent 
of  the  country  in  question  ?  In  breadth,  about 
twenty  miles ;  in  length,  about  two  hundred, 
binding  to  that  extent  our  soulliem  frontier.  Hie 
danger  of  having  provinces  of  a  foreign  power 
on  our  frontier  is  too  well  disclosed  by  the  late 
oommumcation  of  the  President  (concerning 
Henry's  mission)— a  disclosure  which  must  com- 
bine in  the  execration  of  the  project  it  develop- 
ed, every  man  in  the  country,  and  every  honest 
man  in  every  country.  Suppose  the  f(vmer 
dynasty  of  Spain  to  be  reinstated  on  the  throne, 
it  could  not  desire,  for  honest  purposes,  the 
possession  of  West  Florida.  In  proposing  the 
amendment,  Mr.  0.  said  it  was  merely  his  ob- 
ject to  make  the  acts  of  the  Legislative  body 
tally  with  the  proclamations  of  the  President 
If,  therefore,  contrary  to  his  firm  conviction,  it 
should  be  determined  that  we  have  not  the 
tide,  he  had  no  idea  that  even  in  that  state  of 
things  the  territory  would  be  give&  up,  but  that 
an  eouivalent  should  be  given  for  it 

Mr.  0.  said  he  fully  approved  the  boundary 
established  for  the  new  State  of  Mississippi  by 
the  section  just  agreed  to,  so  far  as  it  operated 
on  the  Florida  Territory.  It  gave  to  the  State 
of  Louisiana  about  three-fouiihs,  perhaps  four- 
fifths,  of  the  population  of  the  whole  territory — 
a  i>opulation  nomogeneous  to  the  character  of 
the  country — ^American  in  principle  and  feel- 
ing ;  and  with  pleasure  he  had  seen  the  con- 
vention of  the  Orleans  Territorv,  in  requesting 
this  annexation,  display  a  liberauty  of  sentiment 
in  desiring  a  further  American  population,  which 
he  trusted  would  be  reciprocated  by  Congress. 
Although  the  Sta(e  of  Louisiana  could  not  be 
gratified  by  the  annexation  of  the  whole  terri- 
tory, their  desires  would  be  gratified  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  by  giving  them  all  that  por- 
tion of  it  lying  west  of  Pearl  River.  The 
acquisition  of  the  valuable  settiements  on  the 
high  lands,  and  their  hardy  population,  would 
si^sfy  all  tbe  material  wishes  of  the  State.  By 
this  addition  they  would  give  to  the  new  State 
of  Louisiana  the  entire  control  of  the  Lakes 
Maurepas  and  Pontchartrain,  by  which  the  city 
of  New  Orleans  may  be  most  easily  approached; 
you  thus  enable  the  State  to  take  all  necessary 
means  to  repel  invasion.  Ton  effect  another 
object,  said  Mr.  0.  There  is  not  any  very  great 
natural  connection  between  the  people  imme- 
^ately  on  the  bay  of  Mobile  and  Tombigbee 
River,  and  those  on  the  Mississippi^  If  there  be 
any  connection,  it  is  an  artificial  one,  resulting 
fi*om  the  preponderancy  of  capital  at  New  Or- 
leans, and  will  be  lessened  whenever  there  shall 
be  a  commercial  capital  at  Mobile.  I  am  there- 
fore anxious  to  unite  the  territoiy  east  of  Pearl 
River,  including  the  bay  of  Mobile,  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,  to  which  it  is  naturally  con- 
nected; and,  Mr.  G.  said,  he  had  no  hesitation. 


in  declaring  that  either  Pearl  River  or  tihe  Pas- 
cagoula  ought  to  be  the  boundary  f^hich  is  to 
separate  the  two  parts  of  the  country  respec- 
tively to  be  attached  to  the  States  of  Louisiana 
and  Mississippi — the  Pearl  River,upon  the  whole, 
would  be  the  best^  as  dividing  the  territory  in 
about  equal  portions.  Mr.  0.  concluded  by  ex- 
pressing his  satisfaction  that  this  subject  had 
oeen  taken  up,  and  that  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  delegate  from  Mississippi  had 
obtained,  which  he  hoped  would  finally  pass,  d»B. 

Mr.  Rhxa  said  that  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  honorable  Speaker  to  him  appeared 
strange.  I,  said  Mr.  R.,  do  firmly  believe  that 
the  titie  of  the  United  States  to  the  country 
west  of  the  Perdido  River,  named  West  Florida, 
is  good  and  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes; 
and,  therefore,  I  will  not  vote  for  a  proposition 
which  will  evince  a  doubt  relative  to  the  suffi- 
ciency of  that  titie.  But  it  is  said  that  the 
proclamation  of  the  President  has  declared  the 
same  principle  that  the  amendment  proposes. 
That  may  Im,  but  that  is  no  law ;  that  procla- 
mation is  not  law,  nor  is  the  Legislature  of  the 
United  States  bound  by  it,  unless  they  intend  to 
adopt  a  principle  similar  to  that  used  in  Great 
Britein,  where  the  King  and  Oouncil  can  issue 
an  edict  having  the  force  of  law.  This  principle 
ought  not  to  M  established  under,  the  constitu- 
tion of  this  nation.  But  the  domineering  inter- 
ference of  the  British  Government  relative  to 
West  Florida,  if  there  was  no  other  reason, 
ought  to  be  cause  sufficient  to  reject  this  offered 
amendment ;  that  interference  of  a  Government 
which  has  no  possible  right  or  title  to  the  coun- 
try in  question,  will  be,  in  a  manner,  sanctioned 
by  the  offered  amendment.  Oa  these-  three 
points,  then,  the  amendment  ought  to  be  re- 
jected :  first^  that  it  goes  to  shake  the  B(^idity 
of  the  titie ;  second,  that  it  goes  to  sanction  an 
opinion,  that  a  preceding  proclamation  of  the 
I^resident  of  the  United  States  is  obligatory  on 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States;  and,  third, 
that  the  amendment,  if  agreed  to,  will  go  to 
authorize  an  opinion  that  the  domineering  in- 
terference of  Great  Britein,  in  respect  to  tiio 
country  in  question,  was  risht  and  proper. 
Against  these  points  I  will,  said  Mr.  R.,  hold  up 
my  hand — and  therefore  will  vote  against  the 
offered  amendment 

Mr.  MrroHiLL  observed,  that  our  minister  who 
negotiated  the  purchase  <^  Louisiana  had  been 
repeatedly  told  by  Talleyrand,  in  the  course  of 
the  negotiation,  that  the  French  intended  to 
cede  the  countoy  of  West  Florida ;  so  that  it 
had  been  not  only  purchased,  but  understood  to 
have  been  purchased.  His  certainty  of  the  com- 
pleteness of  our  titie  was  such,  that  he  was 
unwilling  to  do  any  act  which  diould  recognize 
the  existence  of  a  doubt  on  the  subject,  and  he 
was  therefore  opposed  to  the  proviso.  At  the 
same  time  he  had  no  objection  to  the  amend- 
ment just  agreed  to ;  he  was  willing  that  the 
people  on  the  Tombigbee  and  Alabama  Rivers 
should  have  free  access  to  the  ocean,  and  thus 
do  away  all  artificial  distinctions  which  had 
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been  made  by  a  foreign  power  whilst  the  ter- 
ritory had  been  in  its  possession. 

Mr.  Macon  was  well  satisfied  with  the  amend- 
ment proposed ;  for  he  conld  not  have  consent- 
ed to  vote  for  this  bill  without  the  proviso,  or 
something  like  it.  Hitherto  this  Government 
had  done  every  thing  it  conld  to  preserve  peace. 
The  embargo  and  aU  the  restrictive  measures 
had  in  view  to  preserve  peace ;  and  peace  would 
always  be  best  maintained  by  a  due  regard  to 
public  faith.  If  a  territory  be  incorporated  into 
a  State,  it  was  the  opinion  of  Mr.  M  that  neither 
the  President  nor  Senate  have  a  right  to  give  it 
up.  It  had  never  been  understood  hj  any  party, 
under  our  constitution,  that  under  the  treaty- 
making  power  the  President  would  cede  one 
inch  of  a  State.  Convenient  although  the  ter- 
ritoiy  is  to  us,  and  thouffh  we  have  possession, 
and  it  is  said  no  pledge  has  been  given  in  rela- 
tion to  it,  yet  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  pro- 
clamation held  out  tne  idea  that  we  held  it  until 
an  opportunity  was  afforded  for  negotiatiug  on 
equitable  terms.  Mr.  M.  said  he  was  willing  to 
admowledge  that  he  had  not  examined  the  titie 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  Sneaker  and  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  had  done,  so  as  to 
enable  him  to  pronounce  on  it  with  certainty ; 
but  the  title  did  not  come  into  the  question  on 
the  present  point  Had  we,  when  all  the  rest 
of  Louisiana  was  surrendered  to  us,  obtained 
possession  of  Florida?  No,  we  had  not.  It 
appeared  to  have  been  at  least  a  doubtful  ques- 
tion whether  we  obtained  a  title  to  it  or  not. 
What  had  been  stated  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  of  Talleyrand's  declaration  to  our 
Plenipotentiaries,  had  not  much  weight,  because 
a  claim  was  now  set  up  to  it  not  by  France  but 
by  ttiQ  Spanish  Government.  The  proviso 
under  consideration,  whilst  it  conld  not  in  any 
degree  invalidate  our  claim,  did  away  the  objec- 
tions in  his  mind  to  the  proposed  annexation  of 
territory.  If  the  territory  was  once  annexed 
to  the  State,  without  reservation  or  condition, 
they  might  as  well  hereafter  attempt  to  cede 
away  Boston  or  Old  Plymouth,  as  that  Territory. 

Mr.  WniQflT  spoke  against  the  amendment  at 
considerable  length. 

Mr.  Clay  repUed ;  and  Mr.  Rhea  r^oined : 

When  the  question  was  taken  on  the  proviso, 
which  was  adopted  without  a  division. 

The  bill  having  been  reported  to  tiie  House, 
and  the  House  having  agreed  to  take  up  the 
same,  an  adjournment  took  place. 


Fbidat,  March  18. 
Mississippi  Territory, 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business,  viz :  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  enabling  the 
people  of  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  consti- 
tution and  State  government. 

The  amendment  changing  the  boundary  of 
the  Territory,  &o.,  moved  by  Mr.  Poindexter, 
together  with  Mr.  Clat'b  proviso,  were  agreed 
to  without  a  division* 


The  question  on  the  bill  being  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading  was  decided  without  debate- 
yeas  67,  nays  89,  as  follows: 

Ybab.— Willis  Alston,  Jul,  'VHIliam  Aiiaa«H» 
Stevenson  Archer,  David  Bard,  Borwell  Bateet^ 
William  W.  Bibb,  Robert  Brown,  WiDiam  A.  Bnr- 
well,  William  Butler,  J.  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cherca, 
Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  Lewis  Gondict,  Wtl- 
Ham  Crawford,  Roger  Da^s,  John  Dawson,  Joseph 
Desha,  Elias  Earle,  William  Findlay,  Mesback  Frank- 
lin, Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin 
Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Gmndy,  BdUing  Hall, 
Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawe%  Jaoob 
Huffy,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Joseph  Kent,  Aboer  L*> 
cock,  Joseph  Lefevre,  Peter  Little,  Wmiam  Lowndei^ 
Aaron  Lyle,  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samoel 
MoEee,  Alexander  McKim,  Amnah  MetcaU^  S^mBel 
L.  Mitchill,  J«remiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nebon.  An* 
thony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton, 
Israel  Pickens,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Hemy  iL 
Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Jonathan  Roberts,  WilHam 
Ro£aan,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebeneaer  Seaver,  Sttnoel 
Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Richard  Staniord,  WiHiaa 
Stronff,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr^  Rob- 
ert Whitehill,  William  Widgeiy,  Thomas  Wilson,  and 
Richard  Wynn. 

Nats  — ^Ezekiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  Ahijah  Kge- 
low,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  ^«ck- 
enridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphroditns  ChampioB, 
Martm  Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely, 
James  Emott,  Asa  fitdi,  Richard  Jackson,  joil^  Ly- 
man Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Lirmg- 
ston,  James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Ju&efk 
Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter 
B.  Porter,  Josiah  Qnincy,  William  Reed,  William  IL 
Richardson,  Thomas  Sammons,  John  Smllie,  G^orgt 
Smith,  Philip  Stuart,  SUas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Stnrgei^ 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Talhnadge,  Uii  Tracy, 
Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jun.,  Lahan  Wheaton,  Leonaid 
White,  and  Robert  Wright. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  on  Monday  next. 


Monday,  March  16. 
British  Minister's  IHseJaimer  of  all  JTnoKledye 
of  John  Eenry^s  Asserted  Minion. 
The  following  message  was  received  fiom  the 

PlOSIDSNT  OF  THB  UnITED  StaTBS  : 
7b  the  SenaU  and  Home  of 

Sepreeentativet  of  the  Untied  Slmkt  .* 

I  lay  before  Congress  a  letter,  from  the  Envoy 
Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiaiy  of  Greai 
Britain,  to  the  Seoretaiy  of  State. 

JAMES  MADISOK. 

Mabch  13, 1612. 

WASHntOTOir,  March  11,  181SL 

The  undersigned,  His  Britannic  Majesty^s  Eavof 
Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotoitiary  to  tbe 
United  States,  has  read  in  the  public  papers  of  this 
city,  with  the  deepest  oonoem,  the  Message  sent  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  Congress  on  the 
9th  mstant,  and  the  documents  which  aceampanicd  it 

In  the  utter  ignorance  of  the  undersigned  as  to  all 
the  circumstances  alluded  to  in  those  docuroenta,  he 
can  only  disclaim  most  solemnly,  on  his  own  {wrC, 
the  having  had  any  knowledge  whaterer  fit  the  ex- 
istonce  of  such  a  mission,  or  of  such  transactioos  as 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DEBATES  OP  C0N&RES8. 


1813.] 


Staii$qf 


[H.  or  B. 


fiia  commimicatioii  of  Mr.  Heaiy  refen  to,  and  ex- 
press his  coavktion,  that,  from  what  he  knows  of 
those  branches  of  His  Majesty's  Government  with 
which  he  is  in  the  habit  of  having  intercourse,  no 
eoontenanoe  whatever  was  given  by  them  to  any 
sohemes  hostile  to  the  internal  tranquillity  of  the 
United  States. 

The  nndersigned,  however,  cannot  bnt  trust  that 
the  American  Government,  and  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  will  take  into  consideration  the  oharao- 
ter  of  the  individual  who  has  made  the  oommunioa- 
tion  in  question,  and  will  suspend  any  further  judg- 
ment on  its  merits  until  the  drcumstaooes  shall  have 
been  made  known  to  Hit  Majesty's  (Government. 

The  iindenigned  requests  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  accept  the  assurance  of  his  highest  consideration. 
AUGUSTUS  J.  FOSTER 

The  Message  having  been  read,  was,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Newton,  referred  to  the  Oommittee 
on  Foreign  Kelations,  and  ordered  to  be  i»inted. 


Wedhesdat,  March  18. 
State  of  Louisiana. 

The  Honse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  admission  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana  (now  Orleans  Territory) 
into  the  Union,  and  for  extending  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  to  the  same. 

The  several  blanks  in  the  bill  having  been 
faied— 

Mr,  PoiNDEXTSB  observed,  that  it  appeared 
to  have  been  the  sense  of  this  Hoase,  when  the 
bill  for  erecting  the  Mississippi  Territory  into  a 
State  was  under  consideration,  that  the  portion 
of  the  territory  taken  possession  of  under  the 
President's  proclamation  (known  by  tlie  name 
of  West  Florida)  which  lies  West  of  Pearl  River, 
should  be  added  to  the  State  of  Orleans.  The 
constitution  had  provided  that  new  territory 
might  be  added  to  the  States  with  their  con- 
sent. As  it  was  not  provided  by  the  constitu- 
tion which  party  should  first  assent,  he  pre- 
sumed it  was  not  material;  and,  as  this  ap- 
peared to  be  the  proper  moment  for  fixing  the 
boundary,  he  was  mdnced  to  offer  the  following 
amendment  to  the  bill. 

**  And  he  Ufitrther  eaactedy  That  so  soon  as  the  con- 
sent of  the  Legislature  of  said  State  shall  be  given  to 
the  same,  aU  that  tract  of  country  lying  within  the 
following  boundaries,  to  wit :  beginning  at  the  junc- 
tion of  the  Iberville,  with  the  river  Mississippi; 
thence  through  the  middle  of  the  Lakes  Maurepas 
and  Pontchamain,  to  the  western  junction  of  Pearl 
River,  to  Lake  Pontchartrain ;  thence  up  said  river 
to  the  thirty-first  degree  of  latitude ;  ihence  along 
said  degree  of  latitude  to  the  river  Mississippi ;  thence 
down  the  same  to  the  beginning ;  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby  incorporated  in,  and  made  a  part  of  said 
State,  and  shall  be  governed  by  the  constitution  and 
laws  thereof  in  the  same  manner  as  if  it  had  been 
included  within  the  original  boundaries  of  said  State. 
Pro9id«d,  nevertheleUy  That  the  title  of  the  United 
States  to  said  tract  of  countzy  shall  be  and  remain 
tnbject  to  future  negotiation. 

Mr.  Dawson  said  this  question  had  been  agi- 
tated in  the  select  committee,  but  it  had  ap- 


peared proper  to  them  that  this  addition  of 
territory  should  be  made  the  subject  of  a  sepa- 
rate law.  K  they  went  so  far,  they  must  go 
farUier  still  into  details.  He  thought  it  better 
that  the  law  accepting  the  constitution  should 
h»  as  simple  as  possible. 

Mr.  Olay  (Speaker)  could  not  view  the  sub- 
ject in  the  same  light,  he  said,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia ;  and  although  there  had  been 
a  division  of  sentiment  in  the  select  committee, 
there  certainly  were  some  members  of  that  com- 
mittee in  fiftvor  of  the  motion.  But,  could  gen- 
tlemen imagine  any  difiSculty  growing  out  of 
making  this  section  a  part  of  the  present  bill^ 
which  would  not  equally  arise  if  it  were  put  in 
a  separate  bill  ?  There  oould  be  no  difiScnltv  in 
either  way  ;  and  in  propriety,  it  appearea  to 
him  the  course  now  proposed  ought  to  be  pur- 
sued. They  were  about  to  admit  a  new  State 
into  the  Union.  Should  net  the  bill,  which  re- 
cognized it,  present  the  whole  limits  of  the  State 
in  one  view,  or  would  it  be  better  to  subject  in- 
quirers to  the  necessity  of  wading  through  two 
or  three  acts  to  find  out  the  boundary  of  a 
sinfi^e  State  ?  He  hoped'  the  motion  would 
prevail. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  47  to  25. 

Mr.  Olat  said  he  observed  there  had  been 
no  ordinimce  passed  by  the  convention  recog- 
nizing the  freedom  of  navigation  of  the  Missis- 
sippL  He  had  no  idea  that  under  any  circum- 
stances, the  Legislature  of  the  new  State  would 
impede  the  navigation ;  but  the  object  was  one 
so  dear  to  the  people  of  the  Western  country 
generally,  that  he  wished  to  place  it  beyond  the 
possibility  of  doubt. 

The  amendment  was  adopted  without  a  divi- 
sion. 

Mr.  Johnson  said,  that  as  the  matter  now 
stood,  the  population  of  the  Florida  Territory 
attached  to  this  bill  would,  although  they  are 
to  compose  a  part  of  the  new  Stale,  be  deprived 
of  a  voice  in  the  passage  of  the  first  laws,  which 
are  always  the  most  important  under  a  new 
government,  and  in  the  choice  of  Senators  in 
Congress,  which  would  be  attended  with  the 
greatest  hardship,  as  the  population  had  been 
unrepresented  for  some  time  psst,  and  com- 
plained of  various  grievances.  He,  therefore, 
moved  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  to  divide  the 
territory  to  be  annexed  to  Louisiana  into  two 
counties,  to  be  called  Feliciana  and  Baton 
Rouge,  each  to  send  one  Senator  and  one  Bep- 
resentative. 

Mr.  PoiNDEZTEB  wishcd  the  people  of  that 
country  to  be  represented  as  much  as  the  gen- 
tleman possibly  could ;  but  how  could  Congress 
in  one  breath  say  they  should  form  a  part  of  the 
new  State  as  soon  as  its  consent  could  be  bad, 
and  in  the  next  section  declare,  though  by  the 
very  terms  of  the  law  they  are  not  a  part  of  the 
State^  that  thoy  shidl  be  represented  in  the  Le- 
gblature  of  the  State? 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  had  understood  that  a  me* 
morial  was  in  the  city,  and  would  be  presented 
to  the  House  at  the  first  opportunity,  from  the 
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GonvenlioD  of  OrleaDs,  praying  Uie  annexation 
of  the  territory  in  question  to  the  new  State. 
When  that  was  before  them,  the  committee 
wonld  be  better  able  to  nnderstand  how  £eu* 
they  conld  now  proceed  in  sanetioninff  the  rep- 
resentation of  that  territory  in  the  Louisiana 
Legislature.  He  therefore  moved  that  the  com- 
mittee now  rise,  report  progress,  and  ask  leave 
to  sit  again. 
Agreed  to,  and  the  committee  rose. 


Thubsdat,  March  19. 
DUelosurm  of  Mr.  Hmry. 

Mr.  PoBTSB,  from  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  transmit- 
ting the  disclosures  of  Mr.  Henry,  a  Briti^ 
Secret  Agent,  made  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  of  Foreign  Belations,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  President's  Message,  of  the  9th  instant, 
ooyering  copies  of  certain  docoments  oommnnicated 
to  him  by  a  Mr.  John  Heniy,  beg  leave  to  report,  in 
part,  that  although  they  did  not  deem  it  necessary  or 
proper  to  go  into  an  investigation  of  the  ao&enticity 
of  documents  communicated  to  Congress,  on  the  re- 
sponsibility of  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment^ it  may,  nevertheless,  be  satisfactory  to  the 
House  to  be  informed  that  the  original  pi^rs,  with 
the  evidences  relating  to  them  in  possession  of  tiie 
Executive,  were  submitted  to  their  examination,  and 
were  such  as  fully  to  satisfy  the  committee  of  their 
genuineness. 

The  circumstances  under  which  the  disclosures  of 
Henry  were  made  to  the  Government,  involving  con* 
siderations  of  political  expediency,  have  prevented 
the  committee  from  making  those  disclosures  the 
basis  of  any  proceeding  against  him.  And,  from  the 
careful  concealment,  on  his  part,  of  eveiy  drcumstance 
which  oould  lead  to  the  discovery  and  punishment  of 
any  individuala  within  the  United  States  (dionld 
there  be  any  such^  who  were  criminally  connected 
with  him,  no  distinct  object  was  presented  to  the 
committee  by  his  communication  for  the  exercise  of 
the  power  with  which  they  were  invested,  of  sending 
for  persons  and  papers.  On  being  informed,  however, 
that  there  was  a  foreigner  in  the  ci^  of  Washington, 
who  lately  came  to  this  countiy  fit)m  Europe  with 
Henry,  and  was  supposed  to  be  in  his  confidence,  the 
committee  thought  proper  to  send  for  him.  His  ex- 
amination, taken  under  oath  and  reduced  to  writing, 
they  herewith  submit  to  the  House. 

The  transaction  disclosed  by  the  President's  Mes- 
sage presents  to  the  mind  of  the  committee  oonclusive 
evidence  that  the  British  Government  at  a  period  of 
peace,  and  during  the  most  friendly  profesnons,  have 
been  deliberately  and  perfidiously  pursuing  measures 
to  divide  these  States,  and  to  involve  our  citizens  in 
all  the  guilt  of  treason,  and  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war. 
It  is  not,  however,  the  intention  of  the  committee  to 
dwdl  upon  a  proceeding,  which,  at  all  times,  and 
among  all  nations,  has  been  considered  as  one  of  the 
most  aggravated  character ;  and  which,  fh)m  the  na- 
ture of  our  Government,  depending  on  a  virtnous 
union  of  sentiment,  ought  to  be  regarded  by  us  with 
the  deepest  abhorrence. 

[Document  accompanying  the  above  report] 

Fbidat,  March  18.  — C7oi(itf  JStfteortf  (fe    CriOm 


MRorn. — ^This  deponent  knows  Mr.  Hemy;  he  diMd 
with  hun  at  Mr.  WeUesley  Pile's,  in  September,  and 
afterwards  at  Lord  Yarmouth's ;  met  with  him  ako 
at  diffiarent  fashionable  dubs;  deponent  fell  in  with 
lir.  H.  subsequently  by  aoddent ;  deponent  had  or- 
dered his  servants  to  procure  him  a  passage  for  Amer- 
ica ;  they  met  with  Ciqrtain  Tracy,  of  the  ahip  New 
Galen,  of  Bostcm,  at  the  New  London  Coflbe  Hoon. 
After  agreeing  with  him  on  the  terms  of  the  passage, 
Captain  T.  ap[died  to  deponent  to  know  if  he  was 
readv  to  embark  the  next  day,  as  die  ship  wonld  an! 
oo  the  following  morning;  deponent  aaid  no;  ttat 
he  should  send  his  servants  on  board,  but  shoold  take 
a  postchalse  for  Portsmontht  and  pass  ever  to  the  Ua 
of  Wight,  where  he  should  wait  for  the  veaeL     Oa 


Ihe  day  following  he  went  accordingly  to  ] 
but  b^ore  his  departure  be  received  a  letter  from 
Captain  Tracy,  couched  in  the  fiillowing  teraia :  ^  Sr, 
you  must  go  to  Ryde,  where  yon  shall  find  a  genda- 
man  called  Captain  Hemy,  watting  for  the  New 
Galen;  I  shall  send  a  boat  on  shore  for  both  of  yoo.* 
Deponent  went  to  Ryde,  but  did  not  find  Captain  & 
there ;  thence  he  proceeded  to  Cowes,  and  inquired 
of  the  American  Consiul  <'  if  the  New  Galen  had  pas*- 
ed?"  fearing  that  she  had  sailed  without  him.     Tlie 
Consul  infonned  him  that  the  ship  was  detained  in 
the  Downa  by  head  winds ;  deponent  letamed  to  Ryde^ 
and  remained  there  three  wedcB  akme  before  Captam 
H  arrived.    Captain  H.  came  to  htm  and  told  hn 
that  the  ship  was  badly  found,  and  advised  him  toga 
to  Liverpool  and  take  the  packet;  deponen* refbsed, 
having  paid  his  passage  and  his  trunks  bdng  onboard. 
Captam  H.  three  days  after  his  axrival,  fell  aick ;  ha 
kept  his  bed  twenty-two  days,  during  which  time  be 
was  often  delirious,  frequently  ntteriqg  the  name  af 
Lord  LiveipooL    The  deponent  having  two  servanti, 
one  of  them  attended  on  Mr.  H.  durii^  his  iUneai 
He  was  visited  by  Mr.  Powell,  of  Philadelphia^  a  Mi; 
Wilkinson,  or  Dickson,  of  the  British  anny,  and  a 
Mr.  Peridns,  of  Boston ;  he  received  above  two  hun- 
dred letters  firom  a  Boston  house,  [Higgtnsoos,]  in 
Finsbniy  Square,  that  had  lately  stopped  paymenL 
He  refused  to  take  the  letters^  giving  them  to  the 
Ci^tain.    Mr.  H  was  also  visited  by  a  Mr.  BagUt, 
who  bropght  him  letters   fhmi  Sir  James  Cra%. 
Hemy  refused  to  receive  those  lettera     He  recover- 
ed from  his  sickness.    Deponent  oocapyiiig  the  meet 
agreeable  boose  in  the  plaoe,  Heni/s  phyaiciant  ask- 
ed the  favor  of  an  ^Nurtment  for  him  nntQ  he  waa 
ready  to  embark.     After  eight  weeks'  detention,  the 
wind  became  fair,  and  the  vessel  sailed.      The  d^ 
before  her  departure,  Mr.  Baghdt  arrived  at  Itjds^ 
with  letters  firom  Lord  Liverpool  to  &  Geom  P^e- 
vost,  and  to  Mr.  Henry,  who,  when  he  saw  3m  seal 
of  the  letter  addressed  to  him,  said,  throwii^  it  oo  the 
table,  **that  is  a  letter  firom  liveipool ;  what  laota 
doeshe  wantof  me?"    He  appeared  to  be  modi  ^i- 
tated,  and  retired  to  his  room.    Bfr.  Bagfaolt  reluinsd 
that  night  to  London  without  taking  leave ;  bat  the 
wind  coming  fair  the  next  moniing  the  sh^  sailed. 
Mr.  Edward  Wyer,  and  Mr.West,  bodi  of  Boaton,  and 
a  Mrs.  Thompson,  of  London,  were  paaseagen  in  dia 
ship.   Henry  at  first  appeared  veiy  low  spirited,  took 
a  cabin  to  mmself^  and  mostly  dined  akme.    In  good 
weather  he  employed  himself  in  shooting  pistols,  at 
which  he  was  very  expert    One  dark  night,  siont 
ten  o'clock,  the  witness  was  walking  on  deck  maoh 
d<gected,  when  Henry  aoooeted  him — ^  Count  Giil> 
Ion,"  said  he,  '*  you  have  not  confidence  in  me ;  joa 
are  unhappy;  confide  your  sorrows  to  me."    He 
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spc^e  to  kindlj  that  deponent  made  him  in  part  to- 

Siuinted  with  hit  eitnation.  He  replied,  **  one  oonfi- 
enoe  deeerres  another;  I  will  now  tell  yon  m^  sttna- 
tioa  I  have  been  vexy  ill-treated  by  the  Bxiti^  Got- 
enunent.  I  was  bom  in  Ireland,  of  one  of  the  firat 
families  in  that  eonntry,  poor,  beoanse  a  yonnger 
brother.  I  went  to  America  with  expectations  from 
an  nnde,  (Daniel  McComiick,  Esq.,  of  New  York,) 
who  poflsesses  a  large  fortune,  ii  old  and  nnmarried. 
FroDoh  persecution  having  eidled  from  that  oonntiy 
manj  of  the  respectable  fiunilies  of  France,  I  married 
a  lady  of  that  description,  who  died,  and  left  two 
daughters  without  fortone.  I  applied  to  the  Amer- 
ioan  Crorenument,  and  through  the  influence  of  the 
British  Minister  I  was  appointed  detain  of  artOleiy 
during  Mr.  Adamses  Adxninistration.  I  had  command 
at  Portland,  and  at  the  fort  near  Boston,  and  while 
IB  oommisrion,  I  was  employed  in  quelling  a  meeting 
or  insuirection  amoijg  tbe  soldieiy,  and  dming  my 
oantinuance  in  o£Sce  I  gave  general  satisfaction.  But 
poroeiTing  there  was  no  field  for  my  ambition  I  pur- 
chased an  estate  in  Vermont,  near  the  Canada  bne, 
and  there  studied  law  for  five  years  without  stininff 
from  home.  I  detest  republican  government,  and  1 
filled  the  newspapers  with  essays  against  it" 

Satubdat,  March  14. — CwaU  C,  in  ecnUifmiaitm. 
Deponent  says  that  Hemy  told  him  in  the  oonne 
of  his  interview,  which  he  mentioned  yesterday,  that 
the  severity  of  his  strictures  in  the  public  prints 
against  repubtican  government  attracted  the  attention 
of  the  ^[itish  Government  **  Sir  James  Craiff,"  con- 
timied  he,  '*  became  desirous  of  my  acqualntanceb 
He  fardted  me  to  Quebec,  where  I  staid  some  time. 
Hence  I  went  to  Montreal,  where  every  thing  I  had 
to  fear,  and  all  I  had  to  hope,  was  diaislosed  to  me. 
I  went  aftenrards  to  Boston,  where  I  established  my 
uaual  residence.  I  was  surrounded  by  all  the  people 
pointed  out  to  me  by  the  agents  who  were  under  my 
orders.  I  lived  at  the  Ezdiange  Coffee  House,  gave 
large  parties,  made  excursioDS  into  the  countiy,  and 
received  an  order  eztraordinaiy  firem  Sir  James  Craig 
to  dispose  of  &e  fleet  at  Halifax,  and  of  the  troops, 
tofurther  the  o^ect  of  my  misnon,  if  required.  My 
devotion  to  the  cause  was  extreme.  I  exhausted  aU 
my  fnndsL  I  spent  many  precious  years  in  tiie  ser- 
vice ;  and  was  advised  to  proceed  to  London.  The 
Government  treated  me  with  great  kindness.  I  was 
received  in  the  highest  circles;  was  complimented 
with  a  ticket  as  member  of  the  Pfetf  C/ii6,  without 
being  balloted  for.  .  And  when  I  had  spent  all  my 
money,  and  presented. my  claims  for  retributiou,  the 
Government  attempted  to .  cheapen  my  services, 
[monAafidsr,]  to  beat  me  down.  My  daams  were  to 
the  amount  of  £32,000  sterling.  I  was  told,  how- 
over,  that  I  should  be  provided  for,  by  a  recommend- 
ation to  Sir  George  Prevost,  in  caM  I  would  return 
to  Canada,  and  continue  my  mission  and  services  as 
before ;  and  to  exercise  the  same  vigilance  over  the 
interests  of  the  British  Government.  At  the  same 
time,  the  Government  app<»nted  a  friend  of  mine,  an 
Irish  gentleman,  Attorney  General  for  Canada, 
tbiongh  my  influence."  [Deponent  saw  this  gentie- 
man  at  Mr.  Gilbert  Robertson's  in  New  York.]  Hemy 
continued :  ^*  Disappointed  in  my  eneotationsi  I  was 
impatient  to  proceed  to  Canada  to  seU  my  estates  and 
my  libnuy,  uid  take  my  revenge  against  the  British 
Government  I  knew  that  if  I  went  to  Canada  I 
must  deliver  up  my  despatches,  and  that  I  should 
afterwuds  be  put  off  by  the  Government  I,  there- 
tors,  determined  to  retain  the  documents  in  my  pos- 


B  the  instrument  of  my  revenge.  Deter- 
mined  to  extricate  myself  from  my  embarnssing  con- 
nection with  the  British  Government,  I  rafbsed  the 
oifer  of  a  passage  to  Halifax  in  one  of  their  ships  of 
war,  and  determined  to  live  privately  and  retired  at 
Ryde,  and  take  passage  in  the  first  vessel  that  should 
sail  for  the  United  States.  This  is  the  cause  of  your 
meeting  me  at  Ryde." 

Deponent  represents  to  Henry,  "That  England 
was  hb  legitimate  Government;  that  he  would  ren- 
der himsett  the  most  odious  of  all  characters  by  be- 
trayinff  it ;  that  his  (the  deponent's)  Government  had 
treated  him  harshly,  and  that  he  then  labored  under 
its  displeasure,  but  no  consideratiou  should  induce 
him  to  act  against  it ;  that  we  must  not  resent  a 
parent's  iijuries ;  tells  him  to  have  patience,  and  wait 
for  ^  reward."  Hemy  then  pleaded  in  his  justifi- 
cation the  wronffs  of  his  native  oountiy— Ireland^- 
inflicted  by  the  British  Government 

Hemy  came  down  to  Washington,  and  stopped  at 
Tomlinson's,  where  deponent  saw  hiln.  He  after- 
wards removed  to  Georgetown,  to  the  house  of  one 
Davis^  an  auctioneer,  w£re  the  deponent  visited  him 
every  day,  and  found  him  always  occupied.  Depo- 
nent waited  for  his  disclosures,  not  having  any  dis- 
position to  pry  into  his  secrets ;  but  Henry  was  en- 
tirely silent,  and  incessantly  sighing  yery  deeply.  On 
the  day  of  General  Blount's  nmenl,  deponent  took 
Henry  down  to  Alexandria,  in  expectation  that  he 
might  communicate  his  pnjects ;  but  he  was  still  re- 
semd.  After  dinner  they  returned,  and  whOe  in  the 
carriage,  Hemy  tells  deponent  ^*  that  he  has  creat 
oonfidence  in  mm ;  that  he  (deponent)  has  been  nere 
some  time,  and  asks  his  opinion  of  Mr.  Monroe.**  De- 
ponent answered  that  he  was  very  Httie  acquainted 
with  any  body,  but  thought  Mr.  Monroe  a  most  virtu- 
ous and  respectable  man. 

Deponent  remained  several  days  without  hearing 
any  thing  more,  until  one  morning  at  7  o'clock,  Hemy 
came  into  Us  apartment  and  said—"  Crillon  I  you 
must  sell  me  St  Martial,"  [an  estate  of  the  deponents 
in  Lebeur,  near  the  Spamsh  fixmtier ;!  **  yarn  have 
the  titie  papers  with  tou.  My  name  wfll  be  rescued 
from  oblivion  by  .living  near  Crillon,  the  habitation 
of  your  ancestors,  and  of  a  man  who  has  been  my 
friend."  Deponent  answered  that  he  had  no  objec- 
tion ;  and,  if  Hemy  on  seeing  the  property  was  not 
satisfied,  he  would  give  orders  to  his  agent  in  France 
to  cancel  the  bargain.  The  conveyance  vras  accord- 
ingly made.*  Henry  left  deponent,  when  Mr.  Brent^ 
to  whom  Hemy  was  not  introduced,  came  into  the 
deponent's  apartment  About  this  time,  deponent 
received  lour  anonymous  threatening  letters,  and  was 
advised  by  his  fiiends  that  he  was  surrounded  by 
spin ;  but  he  told  them  that  he  had  nothing  to  fear — 
that  he  was  **  sampewr  4/t  soa*  reproche,"*  By  one  oi 
these  letters  I  was  advised  to  leave  the  oily  before 
12  o*clodc,  as  a  person  had  just  arrived  fimm  London 
with  oiders  to  arrest  me. 

Meanwhile  rumors  droulaled  very  generally  to 
the  deponent's  prejudice,  and  he  was  under  the  i 


*  This  WIS  quite  sn  eztemporsQeooB  method  of  selling  an 
estate.  To  render  the  tnuuaetton  more  Intelligible,  It  may 
be  known  tiut  Henry  was  paid  $90,000  at  that  time  by  tiie 
American  Government  fbr  his  dlselosiirea,  and  It  may  be 
sappoaed  that  this  Impromptu  pnrehaae  of  "  ifit  MarUat,  Oo 
OHUon  utaU  i»  liib^wr,  luar  the /irofMor  iff  jajpain,"^  was 
a  method  which  the  two  romantic  friends  took  to  divide  the 
money  which  they  had  earned. 
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Bitj  of  vindieatbg  his  character,  and  of  oorrooting 
the  author  of  thoee  reports. 

The  Message  of  the  President  gave  the  deponent 
the  first  IntelUgenoe  of  the  tnie  state  of  the  trans- 
aetion. 

Henry  told  the  deponent  that  a  Mr.  Gilvaty,  or 
GilUvraj,  from  Qnebeo,  had  oometo  him  at  New 
York,  to  persuade  him  to  go  to  Canada ;  bat  Henry 
aaid  '*  he  would  not — ^that  the  Rubicon  was  passed.'' 

Henry  kept  the  first  company  at  Boston. 

Being  questioned  if  Henry  had  mentioned  the 
names  of  any  person  with  whom  he  had  conferred  ? 
deponent  answered  **  None." 

Deponent  landed  at  Boston,  December  24,  1811 ; 
staid  there  about  ten  or  twelve  day&  Visited  Got- 
emor  Gerry  twice. 

Question — Do  you  know  where  Henry  is  now^ 

Answer — ^No.  By  report,  I  hear  he  is  in  New 
York. 

Deponent  left  Boston  in  the  public  stage.  Henry 
was  also  a  passenger.  But  at  New  Haven  deponent 
took  a  private  carriage  to  himselt 

COUNT  E.  DE  CRILLON. 

The  report  having  been  read,  was,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  PoBTBB,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Friday,  March  20. 
Admiaaion  qf  Louisiana, 
The  bill  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of 
Loaisiana  into  the  Union,  and  to  extend  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  thereto,  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed,  without  debate — ^yeas 
79,  nays  23,  as  follows : 

Ybas. — ^William  Anderson,  Stevenson  Archer,  Ese- 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  William 
W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Adam  Boyd,  James 
Breckenridge,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell, 
William  Butler,  Matthew  Qay,  Lewis  Condiet,  Wil- 
liMn  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Samuel 
Dinsmoor,  William  Flndlay,  James  Fisk,  Meshack 
Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R  Gold,  Peter- 
soQ  Goodwin,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix 
Grundy,  Boiling  HaU,  Obed  Hall,»John  A.  Harper, 
Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hyneman, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Philip  B.  Key,  William  tL  King, 
Abner  Lacock,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron 
Lyle,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander 
McKim,  Arunah  Metoalf;  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel 
Pickens,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Beigamin  Pcmd,  Wil- 
liam M.  Richardson,  Henry  M  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ring- 
gold, John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  William  Rodman, 
Ebenexer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw, 
Daniel  Shefifey,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Samuel  Taggart,  John 
Talia&no,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles 
Turner,  junior,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  junior,  Robert 
Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams,  Thomas  Wilson, 
Robert  Wright,  and  Richard  Wynn. 

Nays. — Harmanus  Bleecker,  Epaphroditus  Cham- 
pion, Martin  Chittenden,  William  Ely,  James  Emott, 
Asa  Fitch,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Lyman  Law, 
Joseph  Lewis^  junior,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
James  Milnor,  Jonathan  0.  Mosely,  Joseph  Pearson, 
Hmothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Josiah  Quincy,  William 
Reed,   Thomas    Sammons,  Adam    Seybert,  Philip 


Stuart,  Lewis    B.    Stuiges,    Beijamin  TaBawlgB^ 
Laban  Wheaton,  and  Leonard  White. 


TcBSDAT,  March  24. 
Idmitation  o/  Claims  on  the  Government 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

"  Ruoktd^  That  it  is  expedient  to  make  piwisiea 
by  law  for  the  payment  of  the  following  deeeriptioas 
of  claims,  to  wit: — 1.  Loan  office  certificates;  S. 
Indents  of  interest  on  public  debt;  3.  Final  setde- 
ment  certificiites;  i.  Commissioners*  certificates;  & 
Army  certificates ;  6.  Credits  given  in  lien  of  amy 
certificates  canc^ool ;  7.  CmLits  for  the  pay  of 
the  army  for  which  no  certificates  were  isned;  S. 
Invalid  pennons ;  9.  Lost  or  destroyed  certificates— 
notwithstanding  any  statute  of  limitation  to  the  cmh 
trary,  under  such  restrictions  as  shall  ioanre  payi—l 
only  to  the  original  claimant,  his  heizB,  execvtor^  a 
administrators.'* 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Cltums  to  bring  in  a  hill  pur- 
suant thereto. 

'  French  Spoliations. 
Mr.  PtTKiN  'said  that  he  held  in  his  hand  a 
statement  and  representation,  on  oath,  of  Cap- 
tain Samuel  Chew,  of  New  Haven,  in  the  State 
of  Oooneoticnt,  which  he  would  beg  leave  to 
present  to  the  House.  Captain  Chew  statesi 
that  he  was  supercargo  on  board  the  brig 
Themes,  and  on  the  19th  of  Jaonary,  181^ 
sailed  l^m  St.  Ubes,  bound  to  New  Haven, 
with  a  cargo  of  salt  and  fruit;  that  on  the  dd 
of  July  following,  the  brig  was  taken  pooocasiott 
of  by  a  French  squadron,  consisting  of  two 
frigates  of  forty-four  guns  each,  and  a  doop  of 
war  of  sixteen  guns,  under  the  command  of 
Oonmiodore  Forretin,  and  that  he  was  told  hj 
the  o£Scer  boarding  him,  that  the  brig  wonla 
be  burnt  the  next  morning.  That  the  officers 
of  the  squadron  informed  him  that  thej  sailed 
from  Nantes  on  the  8th  of  January.  That  on 
board  the  French  vessels  were  the  crews  of  the 
^ip  Asia,  from  Philadelphia,  hound  to  Lisbon, 
and  of  the  brig  Gershom,  c^  Dnzbiuy,  last 
from  Boston,  bound  to  Oporto,  both  ladea  with 
corn  and  flour.  That  the  officers  of  the  squad* 
ron  informed  him,  that,  on  the  17th  and  93d  of 
January,  they  had  captured  and  burnt  the  diip 
Asia  and  brig  Gershom.  He  also  states  that  m 
inquired  of  the  Commodore  the  reasons  of  bom- 
ing  them,  and  was  informed  by  him  that  he 
h£d  orders  from  the  Grovernment  to  bum  all 
American  vessels  saUing  to  or  from  an  enamy's 
port  That,  on  the  8d  of  Febmary,  the  Com- 
modore put  on  board  the  Thames  tibe  captains 
and  crews  of  the  vessels  burnt,  being  thirty- 
seven  in  number,  to  be  Landed  in  the  mat  port^ 
and  that,  on  the  16th  day  of  Julj^,  he  landed 
them  at  St.  Bartholomews.  Captain  Chew 
states  likewise,  that  when  the  Commodore  re- 
leased the  Thames,  he  gave  him  a  document  or 
writing,  subscribed  with  his  own  hand,  and 
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written  in  the  French  language,  and  which  ie 
annexed  to  his  statement  This  docnment  con- 
taina  a  list  of  names  of  the  men  composing  the 
crews  of  the  vessels  captnred ;  it  also  states 
that  thej  were  captured  on  voyages  from  Phila- 
delphia and  Boston  to  Lishon,  laden  with  grain 
and  flour,  hj  the  division  under  the  command 
of  Monsienr  Forretin,  Member  of  the  Legion  of 
Honor,  and  that  they^  were  captured  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  instructions  of  the  Minister  of 
Marine  and  the  Colonies. 

Mr.  P.  said  that  this  statement,  with  the 
ori^nal  document  annexed,  in  the  iVench  lan- 
guage, and  under  the  hand  of  the  commodore 
ofthe  squadron,  had  been  forwarded  here,  for 
the  information  of  the  Government ;  that  the 
character  of  Oaptain  Ohew  was  such  as  to  en- 
title him  to  full  credit  wherever  he  was  known. 
Believing,  therefore,  as  he  did,  m  the  truth  of 
tiiese  statements,  and  that  the  document  an- 
nexed is  genuine,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to 
present  it  to  the  House  for  their  information. 
The  House,  after  hearing  them  read,  can  dispose 
of  them  by  referring  them  to  the  8ea?etary  of 
State,  or  otherwise^  as  they  may  think  proper. 

llie  papers  presented  by  Mr.  Pitkin  having 
been  rea^ 

Mr.  MoKdc  moved  that  they  lie  on  ihe  table 
until  time  should  be  afforded  for  the  arrival  of- 
those  persons  in  the  United  States  whose  testi- 
mony might  confirm  the  facts  stated. 

Mr.  Pitkin  also  wished  them  to  lie  on  the 
table,  that  t^ey  might  be  examined  by  gentle- 
men, and  receive  &at  attention  to  which  the 
importance  of  their  contents  might  entitle  them. 

The  papers  were  accordmgly  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 


THimsDAT,  April  2. 
Virginia  Military  Bounty  Land. 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  had  been  referred,  made  a  report, 
concluding  with  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  proviaion  should  be  made  for  secur- 
ing to  both  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolntionary 
azmy  of  Yiiginia  on  that  estabUshment,  in  the  land 
or  sea  aervioe  of  the  said  State,  the  bonnty  lands 
which  were  promised  to  them,  either  by  law  or  reso- 
lution of  the  said  Commonwealth,  out  of  the  lands 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  and  lying  on  the  north- 
west of  the  river  Ohio,  withui  the  Virginia  cession,  to 
be  of  good  quality,  aocordmg  to  the  tme  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  promises  made  on  the  part  of  "^r- 
ginia ;  and  that  if  a  saffioiency  of  good  land,  within 
€ie  meaning  aforesaid,  oannot  there  be  foond,  that 
these  bounties  shall  be  satiflfied  oat  of  any  other  pnb- 
lio  lands  of  the  United  States  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated. 

The  report  was  deferred  to  a  Oommittee  of 
the  Whole. 


Monday,  April  6. 
Publitation  of  Secret  Ptoeeedinge, 
Mr.  Gbundt.  from  a  committee  which  had 
been  appointea  while  the  House  was  sitting 
with  dosed  doors,  made  the  followmg  report : 


The  committee,  to  whom  was  refeired  the  resolu- 
tion directing  an  inqniiy  to  be  made,  whether  there 
has  been  any,  and  if  any,  what  violation  of  the  se- 
crecy imposed  by  this  House,  during  the  present  ses- 
sion, aa  to  certain  of  its  prooeedioga,  have,  according 
to  Older,  proceeded  m  said  inquiry,  and  beg  leave  to 
state,  that,  under  the  authority  with  which  they  were 
invested  by  the  House,  they  have  caused  to  come  be- 
fore them  four  witnesses,  whose  testimony  on  oath  is 
as  follows,  to  wit : 

Charles  Prentiss  states  that  he  furnished  to  the 
editors  of  the  "  Spirit  of  Seventy-six,'*  a  paper  printed 
in  Georgetown,  the  paragraph  giving  an  account  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Representatives^ 
while  sitting  with  closed  doors,  on  the  sulject  of  the 
embargo ;  uid  he  further  says,  that  he  did  not  reouve 
the  iamrmation,  or  any  part  thereof,  which  enabled 
him  to  write  said  paragraph,  from  any  member  of 
Congress  or  officer  of  the  House.  Upon  being  inter- 
rogiSed,  he  states  that  he  received  the  whole  of  his 
lnK>nnation  from  Nathaniel  Rounsavell,  one  of  the 
editors  of  the  Alexandria  Herald ;  that  he  received 
it  on  Wednesday  late  at  night,  and  he  asked  of  Mr. 
Rounsavell  whether  the  injunctipn  of  secrecy  had 
been  removed.  Rounsavell  replied  that  he  had  not 
inquired.  On  Thursday  morning  the  witness  spoke 
to  some  of  tiie  members  on  the  subject,  and  from 
their  conduct  he  was  satisfied  that  the  injunction  of 
secrecy  had  not  been  removed;  notwithstanding 
which,  the  witness  sent  the  p«ragraph  above  alluded 
to^  «to  the  editors  of  the  Spirit  of  Seventy-Six  on 
Thursday. 

John  M.  Carter  and  James  B.  Carter,  editors  of 
the  "  Spirit  of  Seventy-Six,"  state  that  they  received 
from  Mr.  Prentiss,  in  writing,  the  statement  which 
appeared  in  their  paper;  that  they  received  no  in- 
formation on  tiie  subject  from  any  member  or  officer 
of  the  House. 

Nathaniel  Rounsavell,  upon  being  interrogated, 
says  he  composed  the  parajpmph  which  appeared  in 
the  Alexandria  Herald  of  Friday  last,  contaimng 
a  statement  of  the  secret  proceedings  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  upon  the  subject  of  the  embaifo ; 
that  he  on  Wednesday  night,  after  the  adjournment 
of  the  House,  derived  a  part  of  the  information,  on 
which  he  was  enabled  to  give  the  detailed  account, 
from  the  conversation  of  members  ofthe  House  with 
whom  he  accidentally  fell  in  company ;  that  he  was 
acquainted  with  the  members,  and  they  with  him ; 
they  knew  he  was  present ;  he  partook  in  some  de- 
gree in  the  conversation. 

Question  by  the  committee — ^From  the  conversa- 
tion of  what  members  did  you  collect  the  informatioa 
of  which  you  have  spoken? 

The  witness  refused  to  answer  the  Interrogatory. 

Question  2— At  what  place  was  the  oonversation 
held? 

Witness  refused  to  answer. 

Qoestion  8— Have  you  seen  the  members  aUoded 
to^  or  any  of  them,  smoe  you  first  appeared  before 
this  committee  on  Saturday  last? 

Witness  likewise  refused  to  answer  this  interroga- 
tory. 

Whereupon  it  is  ordered  by  the  committee  that  the 
Sergeant-at-Arms  detain  said  Rounsavell  in  his  cus- 
tody until  the  pleasure  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives relative  to  the  conduct  of  said  witness  can  be 
ascertained. 

After  the  report  was  read,  Mr.  Gbunbt 
offered  the  following  resolution  for  oonaidera- 
tion: 
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<*  JZefo/oed;  That  the  Sei^ftnt-at-Armsba  directed 
to  bring  the  said  Nathaniel  RomuaTell  to  die  bar  of 
the  House,  there  to  answer  such  questions  as  may  be 
propounded  to  him  by  the  Speaker,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Honse." 

Much  destiltorj  discussion  took  place  as  to 
the  mode  of  proceeding  in  this  case,  the  form 
of  the  proposed  order,  its  conformity  to  pre- 
cedent, &c.,  in  which  Messrs.  PiTKnr,  Laoook, 
Sheffst,  Tboup,  Tallmadob,  Gbundt,  Fisk, 
and  WiDOKBY,  took  part.  This  discussion  re- 
sulted in  the  preposition  of  a  preamble  to  the 
motion,  by  Mr.  Gbundt,  reciting  the  gronnds 
of  the  order. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gbundt,  the  select  com- 
mittee were  then  discharged  from  the  farther 
consideration  of  the  subject. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gbundt,  it  was  resolyed 
that  seyeral  interrogatories  contained  in  a  paper 
which  he  offered  to  the  House,  should  be  pro- 
posed to  the  witness. 

Mr.  Bubwxll  suggested  the  propriety  of  al- 
lowing this  person  counsel ;  but  withdrew  the 
suggestion,  on  its  being  remarked,  that  this  per- 
son appeared  before  the  House  in  the  character 
of  a  witness,  not  a  criminal,  and  that  it  was 
not  usual  for  a  witness  to  appear  by  counsel.   • 

Mr.  Ronnsavell  was  then  brought  to  the  bar 
of  the  House  by  the  Sergeant- at- Arms. 

After  some  hesitation  on  the  part  of  the  wit- 
ness to  take  the  oath  required,  he  was  sworn, 
in  the  usual  form  of  oath  administered  to  wit- 
nesses. 

The  first  interro^tory  agreed  to  by  the 
House  was  put  to  him  by  the  Speaker,  m  the 
following  words:  "From  the  oonyersation  of 
what  members  did  you  collect  the  information 
of  which  you  haye  sDoken  in  your  deposition 
before  the  committee  V* 

To  this  question  the  witness  answered  in 
these  words:  **I  refused  to  answer  that  ques- 
tion when  before  the  committee,  and  I  continue 
steadfast  in  that  refusal." 

The  witness  was  ordered  to  withdraw,  and 
the  Speaker  reported  his  answer  to  the  House ; 
haying  deemed  it  unnecessary,  on  his  refusal  to 
answer  the  first,  to  propound  any  other  of  the 
questions. 

Mr.  Seybkbt,  after  stating  his  indisponUon 
to  encroach  on  the  rights  of  the  citizen,  which, 
howeyer,  must  yield  to  the  superior  rights  of 
the  nation,  which  required  them  to  act  in  this 
case,  suggested  the  propriety  of  recommitting 
this  person  to  the  custody  of  the  Sergeant- 
at-Arms  until  farther  order  should  be  taken  by 
the  House,  and  preyenting  him  in  the  mean  time 
from  communicating  with  those  from  whose 
conyersation  he  might  haye  deriyed  his  infor- 
mation. With  this  yiew  he  (xffered  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

BuUwdy  That  Nathaniel  Roonsayell  be  oonmitted 
to  the  custody  of  the  Sezgeant-at-Aims  untQ  further 
order,  and  that  in  the  mean  time  he  he  preclnded 
from  all  intercoarse  or  conyersatioB  with  any  pecsoo 
or  persons  other  than  the  Seigeant-at^Arms. 


The  question  on  striking  out  so  mvch  of  the 
motion  as  precludes  the  witness  from  conrerM- 
tion  with  any  one  unless  in  Uie  presence  and 
hearing  of  the  Sergeant-at^  Arms,  was  decided  as 
follows^-yeas  62 ;  nays  23. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  the  motion 
as  just  amended,  yiz : 

"  That  Nathaniel  Roonsayell  be  eoomutted  to  the 
custody  of  the  Seigeant-at-Aims  mtil  the  Anlhar 
orders  of  the  House.** 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  reaolntion,  and 
it  passed  by  a  yery  large  minority. 


TuESDAT,  April  T. 
FubUcatum  of  Secret  Proceedings, 

A  letter  was  laid  before  the  House  from  Na- 
thaniel Bounsayell,  the  witness  now  In  the  cus- 
tody of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms.  The  letter  dis- 
claims any  intuition  to  haye  yiolated  the  respect 
due  to  the  House  by  the  puUication  whieh  he 
had  made;  it  declares  that  the  oonTersatioo 
which  the  writer  had  was  inadyertant^  as  be 
belieyes,  on  the  part  of  the  members  who  par- 
took in  it,  and  entirely  without  any  intention  on 
their  part,  as  he  belieyes,  to  yiolate  the  order 
of  the  House ;  that  he  haa  been  reftned  by  the 
committee  an  opportunity  to  explain  his  testi- 
mony ;  and  that  his  only  motiye  for  refusing  to 
answer  was,  that  if  he  were  to  answer  the  ques- 
tion as  propounded  to  him,  it  might  hare  the 
^eot  (H  criminating  those  who  had  oommittcd 
no  crime,  and  from  whose  oonyersation,  but 
for  preyious  and  subsequent  knowledge,  he  could 
not  haye  asoertuned  that  an  embargo  had  been 
the  subject  of  discussion,  &c. 

Mr.  SiOLix  said  it  was  in  his  power,  he  be- 
lieyed,  to  make  a  statement  to  the  House  which 
would  procure  a  discharge  of  this  man.  Had 
the  original  motion  succeeded  yesterday,  he 
should  then  haye  risen  and  stated  what  he 
was  now  about  to  say,  because  he  had  been  deter- 
mined that  the  man  should  not  suffer.  I  do 
belieye,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  the  substance  of  the 
information  which  Mr.  Rounsayell  published  ia 
his  paper,  he  did  deriye  from  oonyersation  of 
myseu  with  others ;  whether  he  got  other  par- 
ticulars ifirom  other  members,  I  know  not  The 
circumstance  was  this:  The  night  the  embaigo 
law  passed  this  House,  I  met  with  a  member 
who  was  absent,  and  ignorant  of  what  bad 
passed.  Upon  meeting  with  this  gentleman  he 
mquired  of  me  what  had  been  done  ?  I  briefly 
told  him,  and  I  haye  reason  to  belieye  Mr. 
Rounsayell  was  in  such  a  situation  as  to  bear 
what  I  said.  Haying  made  this  statemont,  I 
will  make  a  few  other  remarks.  I  had  a  seat 
ia  Oongress  when  each  of  the  former  embargoes 
under  this  constitution  were  laid.  The  mode  la 
which  they  came  before  the  House  was  in  those 
cases  such  as  to  enable  us  to  keep  them  secret 
In  eyery  instance  except  the  present,  the  fint 
intimation  relatiye  to  the  embargo  came  from 
the  President  to  the  House  in  a  eonfidcntia] 
shape,  and  tiie  doors  were  immediately  closed 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DEBATES  OF  CONGBESS. 


Apbil,  1812.] 


PMication  of  Secret  Proceeding, 


[H.  OF  R. 


What  was  the  fact  in  this  case  ?  The  measnre 
originated  in  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. It  was  proposed  there  that  it  ^oald  he 
kept  secret ;  when  a  memher  of  the  committee 
rose  and  declared  he  wonld  not  he  hound — ^he 
would  not  keep  it  a  secret.  This  destroyed  at 
once  the  efBcaoy  of  any  such  determination  on 
the  part  of  the  committee ;  we  might  as  well 
have  discussed  the  subject  with  open  doors  as 
with  closed  doors,  had  it  not  been  from  respect 
to  the  Message  of  the  President  recommending 
a  different  course.  What  was  published  in  the 
HeroM,  therefore,  was  of  no  importance ;  when 
the  subject  of  discussion  was  known  to  all,  it 
was  of  very  little  consequence  to  know  who 
was  chairman,  and  who  spoke,  and  how  mauy 
Toted.  If  the  House  must  have  a  victim,  and 
it  appears  to  me  some  gentlemen  would  be  very 
willing  to  have  one,  I  offer  myself  in  the  room 
of  this  man ;  he  has  suffered  too  much  already. 
The  quo  animo  constitutes  the  essence  of  every 
crime;  it  cannot  then  be  supposed,  after  the 
warm  support  I  have  given  to  this  measure,  that 
I  could  have  any  unmendly  intention  towards 
it  I  well  know  the  powers  of  this  House ;  and 
I  know  the  limits  of  those  powers.  The  House 
will  take  such  steps  as  they  think  proper.  I 
have  taken  my  ground ;  I  am  prepared  for  the 
event.  He  would  further  observe  that  in  rela- 
tion to  the  suspicion  of  members  having  influ- 
enced Bounsavell  to  refuse  to  answer,  that  he 
had  not  seen  him  from  the  time  of  the  conver- 
sation he  had  stated  until  after  his  appearing 
before  the  committee  and  refusing  to  answer. 

Mr.  Smilie  was  asked  to  name  the  member 
of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom 
he  had  just  alluded,  and  replied  that  his  name 
was  no  secret — ^it  was  Mr.  Randolph. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  the  member  of  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  (Mr.  Ran- 
ix>LPH,)  to  whom  allusion  had  been  made,  not 
being  in  his  seat,  he  would  state  how  the  fact 
just  stated  had  occurred  in  the  committee. 
That  gentleman  stated  (said  Mr.  C.)  that  he  had 
doubts  of  the  power  of  the  committee  to  com- 
pel him  to  secrecy;  but  the  gentleman  also 
stated  that  he  had  just  returned  from  Baltimore, 
where  he  found  the  British  Consul  possessed 
the  knowledge  of  an  intended  embargo,  and 
that  a  great  commercial  house  was  acting  on  it^ 
and  therefore  he  did  not  feel  it  his  duty  to  keep 
it  secret.  I,  sir,  was  the  one  who  made  the 
motion  that  our  proceeding  should  be  conflden- 
tiaL  After  the  statement  made  by  the  gentle- 
man  from  Virginia,  that  he  should  feel  it  his 
duty  to  proclaim  the  fact,  combined  with  other 
circumstances,  I  did  not  feel  so  strongly  the  ob- 
ligation, and  the  motion  for  secrecy  was  waived. 
Under  the  impression  that  it  was  no  longer  a 
duty  to  confine  the  knowledge  of  this  transac- 
tion to  the  bosom  of  the  committee,  I  mentioned 
it  to  the  gentleman  from  Boston  and  other  com- 
mercial cities,  that  they  might  be  aware  of  the 
transaction ;  1  did  it  fromn  sense  of  duty,  that 
they  might  be  as  well  informed  on  this  head  as 
other  members  of  the  House. 
Vol.  IV 


Mr.  QumoT  rose  to  state  the  circumstances 
as  they  had  occurred  on  the  day  alluded  to,  and 
he  had  it  in  his  power  to  do  so,  because,  antici- 
pating that  some  difficulty  might  arise,  and 
wishing  to  relieve  himself  f^om  blame,  he  had 
on  the  morning  after  the  occurrence,  committed 
it  to  paper,  as  follows : 

"March  81,  1812. 

"  MsMOBANDUM. — ^Mt.  CaUioiiD,  of  South  Carolina, 
a  member  of  the  committee  of  Foreign  Relations, 
this  day  informed  me  that  *  the  Committee  of  For- 
eign Relations  had  come  to  a  determination  that  an 
embargo  shonld  be  proposed  to  Congress  for  its 
adoption  to-morrow/  I  asked  him  if  I  was  at  liberty 
to  mention  this  as  a  fact  fh>m  him.  He  replied  that 
*  I  was  at  liberty.*  He  said  *  that  the  gentlemen  of 
the  committee  were  generally  of  opinion  that  the  snb- 
ject  shonld  be  kept  secret.  But  Mr.  Randolph,*  one  of 
the  committee,  bad  declared  that  he  would  not  consider 
himself  boand  to  any  snob  obligation.  The  commit- 
tee, therefore,  had  thought  that  it  was  but  fair  to  give 
an  equal  chance  to  all  the  gentlemen  in  Congress. 
And  that  he  informed  me  of  the  fact,  as  a  member 
from  a  commercial  town,  in  order  that  I  might  com- 
municate it  to  my  mercantile  friends. ' 

**  I  soon  afler  went  to  him  and  asked  him,  '  whether 
the  embax^  would  come  as  an  Executive  recom- 
mendation.' He  replied,  *  I  do  not  deem  myself  au- 
thorized to  answer  that  question/ 

'*  I  find  the  same  information  has  been  communi- 
cated by  other  members  of  the  committee  to  various 
members  of  Congress. 

«*JOSIAHQUINCY.'' 

*  "  Mr.  Calhoun  has  since  stated  to  me,  that  the 
reasons  given  by  Mr.  Randolph  for  refusing  to  agree 
to  the  injunction  of  secrecy  were,  1st  That  he 
doubted  the  right  of  the  committee  to  ei^join  secrecy; 
2d.  That  baring  just  returned  from  Baltimore,  he 
had  heard,  while  in  that  city,  that  the  intention  to 
lay  an  embargo  was  already  known  in  that  city,  and 
that  the  British  Consul  and  a  ffreat  mercantile  house 
there  were  then  acting  on  the  mformation.    J.  Q." 

Mr.  Seybebt  said,  after  what  had  been  stated, 
by  his  colleague,  it  was  very  evident  that  the 
information  which  had  found  its  way  to  the 
public  had  been  inadvertently  communicated  by 
a  member ;  and  he  hoped  the  House  was  satis- 
fied with  the  result.  When  he  made  the  origi- 
nal motion,  yesterday,  for  detaining  this  person, 
Mr.  8.  said  he  was  desirous  of  a  modification 
of  it ;  he  had  not  contemplated  so  rigorous  a 
confinement  as  it- would  perhaps  have  compre- 
hended. He  was  now  perfectly  satisfied^  and 
considered  it  his  duty  to  move  that  the  witness 
be  discharged  from  tiie  custody  of  the  Sergeant- 
at- Arms. 

Mr.  RoBEBTS  was  opposed  to  discharging  the 
witness  until  he  had  explained  a  sentence  of  his 
letter  to  the  Speaker,  in  which  he  had  asserted 
that  he  was  not  permitted  to  explain  his  testi- 
mony. The  fact  was,  that  the  committee  had 
acted  with  the  greatest  patience  and  liberality 
towards  the  witness,  and  extended  to  him  every 
indulgence  in  their  power,  and  his  assertion  was 
therefore  unwarranted. 

Mr.  Macon,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Randolph, 
thought  proper  to  remark  that  he  had  heard  of 
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the  embargo  in  Baltimore,  and  the  report  had 
brought  him  here.  It  appeared,  then,  it  was  no 
secret  at  alL  This  was  the  .first  instance,  in- 
deed, Mr.  M.  said,  in  this  Gk)yernment  in  which 
a  committee  had  undertaken  to  make  a  secret 
for  itself.  No  sncb  power  of  a  committee  was 
recognized  by  the  House.  Being  confidentially 
referred  by  the  House  to  a  committee,  they 
must  in  that  case  act  on  it  in  the  same  manner ; 
otherwise  there  was,  perhaps,  no  obligation. 
He  did  not  belieye  there  was  a  man  in  the  na- 
tion who  would  be  farther  from  doing  a  dishon- 
orable act  than  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
whose  name  had  been  called  in  question. 

Mr.  Sbtbebt  said,  after  what  had  passed, 
he  presumed  every  one  was  satisfied  there  was 
no  occasion  to  pursue  the  inquiry,  and  as  the 
witness  had  sulmiitted  to  the  authority  of  the 
House,  he  moved  the  following  resolution : 

Ruohedj  That  Nathaniel  Boansavell,  now  in  the 
custody  of  the  Seigeant-at-Arms  of  fhis  House,  for  a 
contempt  of  its  authority  in  not  answering  the  ques- 
tions propounded  to  him  by  order  of  the  Honse,  hay- 
ing snbmitted  to  answer,  uid  purged  himself  from  the 
oontempt,  be  discharged  from  said  confinement  ** 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Set- 
bebt's  motion,  and  carried  without  (^position ; 
and  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  was  ordered  to  dis- 
charge the  witnesses  firom  confinement;  and 
then,  on  motion,  the  Honse  a4Journed  until  to- 
morrow. 


Thubsdat,  April  9. 
Impartatum  o/Brituh  Goods, 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  im- 
portation of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
under  certain  circumstances,  from  Great  Brit- 
ain, her  colonies  or  dependencies. 

Betno^  (^  Federal  Judget  on  Address  of 
Congrese, 

AMSNBMKirr  OF  THB  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  MoEdc  ofifered  to  the  House  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  premising  that  he  had  been  par- 
ticularly induced  to  ofifer  it,  by  considerations 
resulting  from  the  present  state  of  things  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  arising  from  the  disability 
of  the  District  Judge,  by  which  upwards  of 
seven  lumdred  suits  were  kept  in  suspense,  to 
the  great  injury  of  individuals  and  prejudice  of 
the  Government  In  order  to  remedy  that  dif- 
ficulty, a  bill  had  passed  both  Houses,  whidi 
had  been  returned  by  the  President  as  objec- 
tionable on  constitutional  grounds.  It  had 
been  pronounced  on  this  floor,  by  a  respectable 
kw  authority,  that  if  that  bill  was  rejected 
there  was  no  other  remedy.  He,  therefore, 
had  been  induced  to  ofifer  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 


latures  of  three-fourths  of  the  States,  shall  be  ralid 
and  binding  as  a  part  of  the  Constitiition  of  the  Unit- 
ed States: 

**  Resolved,  That  the  Jodges  of  the  Supreme  aad 
Inferior   Courts  may  be  removed  ftom  office,  oo  tbe 
joint  address  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  lYiipiiwiiila 
tives  of  the  United  States." 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tt- 
ble,  and  to  be  printed — 44  to  88. 

Zouuiana  Lead  Gon^^an/jf. 

The  Honse  resolved  itself  into  a  Comniittee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  Moees 
Austin,  Henry  Austin,  John  B.  Jones  and  oth- 
ers, in  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  by  the  name 
of  the  Lead  Company  of  Louisiana.  After  cqb- 
siderable  debate,  the  first  section  of  the  l^  was 
stricken  out,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tbottp.  The 
question  on  concurrence  with  the 
was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays.  For 
renoe  46,  against  concurrence  48. 

And  so  the  said  bill  was  rejeoled. 


Jiesolffed,  2y  the  Senate  and  ffouee  (^ 
qfdke  United  States  ef  America  m  Cimgrsse  assembled 
(two-thuds  of  both  Houses  ooneoinng,)  That  the  fol- 
lowing section  be  submitted  to  the  Le^^sktnres  of 
the  seirend  Sta;teB,  which,  when  ratifiod  by  theLegis- 


TuESDAT,  April  14. 
Cumberland  Boad, 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  1st  ultimo,  transmittiiig  a 
report  and  letter  concerning  the  proceedings 
under  the  act,  entitled  '^  An  act  to  r^nlate  the 
laying  out  and  making  a  road  from  Onmberiand, 
in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohw,*' 
and  also  a  petition  from  a  number  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  western  counties  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  praying  that  an  appropriation 
may  be  made  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a 
bridge  over  the  Youghiogany  at  the  plaee  whcrt 
the  new  road  crosses  the  said  river,  made  the 
following  report :  * 

That  two  snljects  are  suggested  by  the  said  Mes- 
sage, which  require  Legislative  prorinoii,  vis:  the 
appropriation  of  $80,000  for  completing  tiie  said  teed 
to  Tomlinson's,  where  the  old  and  new  roads  wentL, 
and  the  granting  authority  to  levy  toQ  MifficieBt  to 
keep  the  said  rMid  in  repair. 

The  reasons  assigned  In  favor  of  such  pro? lA— ,  ty 
the  report  and  letter  oommunicated  by  the  Memeggs^ 
are,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  soffidflat  to 
show  the  expediency  of  the  measure ;  thej 
refer  the  House  to  these  documents. 

It  is  prc^Mr,  however,  to  state  that  the 
tions  already  made  for  the  objects  have  exceeded  ths 
moneys  produced  by  the  fund  pledged  to  ddGray  tha 
expense  of  the  said  road,  which  will  appear  by  a  h*- 
ter  from  th^  Treasuiy  Department,  aooomp 
this  report.  That  circumstance,  as  also  the 
state  of  the  public  finances,  the  neceanty 
of  the  existing  crias  in  the  national  oonoenH^  lior  ap- 
plying the  public  resources  to  objects  of  aeeoritf  aad 
defence,  have  been  duly  considered;  and  whstoisf 
groundof  olgecdon  to  the  proposed  measoretiiase  coa- 
siderations  may  afibrd,  tibe  committee  are  of  qpinioa, 
nevertheless,  that  the  advantages  the  pnUie  woaU 
derive  firom  an  inunediate  extension  of  die  new  read 
to  where  it  will  intersect  with  the  old,  are  anlBfiant 
to  justify  the  appropriation. 

Th^  are  of  opmion,  that  an  appv^riatkn  Ibr 
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erectiiig  »  bridge  over  the  Yooghioguij  Biver  mmld 
be  improper  at  this  time,  becAiue,  hy  law,  the  siipep> 
intendBnt^  in  making  the  road,  has  power  to  deviate 
from  the  original  survey,  only  that  the  road  shall  pass 
through  the  principal  points  established.  If,  then,  a 
bridge  should  be  erected  over  the  said  river,  that 
place  must  neceasarily  become  fixed  as  a  point  to 
which  the  road  must  lead,  and  being  many  miles  in 
advaooe  of  the  parts  of  the  road  contracted  for,  might 
prove  inconvenient  in  the  further  prosecution  of  the 
work* 

The  committee  respeotfnlly  submit  the  following 
resolutions : 

Ruolved,  That  |80,000,  in  addition  to  the  sums 
heretofore  appropriated,  and  reimbursable  by  the 
same  fund,  shall  be  appropriated  for  making  the  road 
leading  from  Cumberland  to  Brownsville. 

Remfived,  That  provision  be  made  for  the  levying 
of  toU  sufficient  to  keep  the  same  in  repair. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  appropriate 
money  for  erecting  a  bridge  over  Youghiogany  River 
on  the  said  road. 

The  report  was  referred  to  a  Oommittee  of 
the  Whole  on  Thursday  next 


Monday,  April  20. 
IkcUh  qfiU  Vice  President 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  an- 
noondng  the  death  of  the  Yioe  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  resolution  they  had 
adopted. 

The  House  agreed  to  consider  the  joint  reso- 
lution as  aboTe  stated. 

Mr.  Tallmadob  said,  it  was  assuredly  not 
from  any  want  of  req[)ect  to  the  memory  of  the 
patriot  deceased,  that  some  member  from  the 
State  of  New  York  did  not  on  this  occasion  ad- 
dress Oie  Chair.  At  their  request,  and  being 
himself  a  native  citizen  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  haTing  served  particularly  and  on 
honorable  occasions  in  the  Revolutionary  war 
with  the  gentleman  whose  death  was  now  an- 
nounced ;  having  Ions  known  his  services  and 
merits  as  a  soldier  and  statesman,  he  took  the 
liberty,  in  behalf  of  the  delegation  from  New 
Tork,  to  move  a  concnrrence  in  the  resolution 
of  the  Senate. 

The  House  unanimously  concurred;  and 
Messrs.  Tallkabos,  Mitohill,  Gold,  Stow, 
and  Maooh,  were  appointed  a  committee  on 
their  part  to  act  with  the  conunittee  of  the 
Senate. 

And  the  House  adjourned,  to  meet  at  nine 
o^clook  to-morrow,  to  receive  the  report  of  the 
joint  committee  on  the  subject 

TuiSDAT,  April  21. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tallmadgb, 

Stiohed,  unanimoudy.  That  from  an  unfeign- 
ed ren)ect  to  the  late  Gbobob  Olinton,  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  President 
of  the  Senate,  the  Speaker^s  chair  be  shronded 
with  black  during  the  present  sesmon:  And,  as 
a  further  testimony  of  respect  for  the  memory 
of  the  deceased,  the  members  will  go  into 


mourning,*  and  wear  black  crape  on  the  left  arm 
for  thirty  days. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tallmadox, 

Buohed^  unanimously^  That  the  members  of 
this  House  will  attend  the  funeral  of  Geobgx 
CLurroN,  deceased,  the  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  to-day  at  four  o'clock. 

And  the  House  acyoumed.* 

Fbidat,  April  24. 
Carps  of  Engineers, 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  making  further  provision  for  the  corps  of 
Engineers,  which  had  been  amended  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  so  as  to  authorize  the  ap- 
propriation therein  made  to  be  disbursed  *'  at 
such  place  as  may  be  designated  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  for  that  purpose.'^ 

Mr.  Gold  spoke  against  a  concurrenco  in  this 
amendment  at  some  length,  and  was  followed 
on  the  same  side  by  Mr.  Smiixb  and  Mr. 
Widobbt;  to  whom  Mr.  Key,  Mr.  Wiixiams^ 
and  Mr.  Wbioht  replied. 

The  discussion  principally  involved  the  re- 
n>ective  merits  of  West  Point  and  Washington 
City  (to  which  place  it  was  supposed,  probably, 
that  the  Executive  might  deem  it  expedient  to 
remove  the  Academy)  as  proper  sites  for  a  IHl- 
itary  Academy.  The  question  on  the  amend- 
ment was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays.  For  the 
amendment  08,  against  the  amendment  56. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  moved  an  amendment  con- 
templating the  establishment  of  the  Academy 
at  Carlisle,  in  Pennsylvania,  a  place  which  he 
stated  to  be  more  eligible,  in  point  of  economy, 
convenience,  and  comfort,  than  West  Point. 

Mr.  Gold  opposed  the  motion. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Little  to  recom- 
mit the  bill,  and  noeatived. 

Mr.  FiNDLAT  spoke  in  favor  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Baiob  su^ested  the  propriety  of  loca- 
ting tiie  Academy  at  Harper's  Ferry ;  and  be- 
cause, if  the  Academy  must  be  removed,  he 
thouglit  Harper's  Ferry  preferable  to  Carlisle^ 
he  should  vote  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  Bhba  made  a  motion  which  he  said  would 
put  an  end  to  all  these  propositions  to  amend 
the  bill,  viz :  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely. 
The  motion  was  negatived — yeas  82. 

The  question  was  then  taken — '^  Shall  the 
amendments  be  engrossed,  and,  together  with 
the  bill,  be  read  a  third  time  f "  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative. 


Wbdnksdat,  April  29. 
Belirfof  Caraecas,  dbc. 
Mr.  Maoon  submitted  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution : 

Buoloed,  That  the  Committee  of  Commeree  and 
Mannfactiires  be  instmoted  to  leport  a  bill  anthorii- 
ing  the  Preddont  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be 
purohaied  ^—  barrels  of  floor,  and  to  have  the  same 

*  The  pTMtiee  of  pronoanelng  Awertl  eologiums  on  da- 
e«tsed  memb«n  had  not,  At  thli  time,  been  tntrodaoed  Into 
Oongreia 
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exported  to  Bome  port  in  Caraccaa,  for  the  use  of  Ae 
inhabitants  who  have  suffered  hj  the  earthquake ; 
and  also  authoriziiig  him  to  cause  to  be  purchased 
•— -  barrels  of  flour,  and  to  have  the  same  exported 
to  some  port  in  Teneriffe  for  the  use  of  the  inhab- 
itants who  are  likely  to  starve  bj  the  ravages  of  lo- 
custs." 

To  the  adoption  of  the  first  clause  of  this  res- 
olution, there  was  no  objection  made  \>j  any 
one ;  bat  a  desultory  debate  took  place  on  inci- 
dental points  and  on  the  merits  of  the  last 
clause. 

Mr.  Randolph  made  a  speech  of  some  lei^^ 
in  favor  of  the  object  of  the  proposed  resolution, 
but  going  to  show  that  the  aid  the  Government 
could  afford  would  be  ineffectaal  to  relieve  fam- 
ine, if  it  existed ;  and  that  unquestionably  the 
most  effectual  relief  that  could  be  afforded  on 
our  part  to  the  wretched  and  unfortunate  peo- 
ple of  Oaraccas  would  be  a  suspension,  as  to 
them,  of  our  restrictive  system.  He,  therefore, 
moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  adding  to 
the  end  of  it  the  words  "  and  to  authorize  ves- 
sels laden  with  provisions  to  clear  out  for  any 
port  of  the  aforesaid  country," 

Mr.  0al9ovn  expressed  Lis  regret  that  this 
proposition  to  aid  ^e  cause  of  humanity  could 
not  be  permitted  to  pass  without  the  intermix- 
ture of  party  feelings,  which  the  motion  and 
speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  he 
thought,  were  calculated  to  excite.  He  was 
opposed  to  the  amendment,  which  he  conceived 
would  virtually  repeal  the  embargo,  and  he 
hoped,  as  there  could  be  no  probability  of  adopt- 
ing it,  he  would  withdraw  it.  Mr.  0.  said  he 
had  doubts  about  the  latter  clause  of  the  resolu- 
tion ;  because,  as  to  the  distress  at  Teneriffe/the 
House  had  no  other  information  than  a  news- 
paper report,  whilst  of  the  scarcity  of  pro^s- 
ions  at  Oaraccas  they  had  accurate  information. 

Mr.  Randolph  defended  himself  against  tiie 
imputation  of  a  desire  to  excite  party  feelings, 
&c.,  and  declined  withdrawiug  his  amendment, 
because  he  believed  its  adoption  to  be  essential 
to  the  accomplishment  of  the  object  of  the  orig- 
inal motion.  He  also  made  a  number  of  obser- 
vations on  the  impatience  which  gentlemen  of 
the  minority  were  listened  to  in  the  House,  and 
the  frequent  interruptions  they  were  in  the 
habit  of  meeting  with,  &c. 

Mr.  Maoon  spoke  against  the  amendment, 
which,  if  adopted,  would  compel  him  to  vote 
against  his  own  motion.  The  restrictive  sys- 
rem^  he  said,  would  not  be  of  long  duration, 
and,  when  it  expired,  provisions  in  plenty  might 
be  exported  to  South  America  and  elsewhere ; 
so  that  there  was  very  little  necessity  for  sus- 
pending the  embargo  law,  which  was  only 
adopted  preparatory  to  a  different  state  of 
things.  The  clause  in  the  resolution  relating  to 
Teneriffe,  he  said,  had  been  added  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  another  member. 

Mr.  GALHoxm  again  spoke  against  the  amend- 
ment, and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph's  imputa- 
tion of  intolerance  to  the  minority.  This  oouree 
of  discussion  he  deprecated,  as  not  comporting 


with  the  sacred  cause  of  distant  and  oppressed 
humanity,  &c. 

Mr.  Smilib  made  some  remarks  in  reply  to 
an  observation  of  Mr.  Randolph,  that  the  do- 
nation by  the  British  Parliament  of  a  hundred 
thousand  pounds  to  the  sufferers  by  an  earth- 
quake in  Portugal,  some  years  ago,  was  an  act 
almost  sufficient  to  purchase  absolution  for  all 
the  sins  of  that  Government  Mr.  S.  cited  in- 
stances of  similar  conduct  in  this  country,  in 
much  smaller  communities;  and  expressed  bis 
regret  that  gentlemen  chose  to  appreciate  every 
act  Qf  other  Governments,  without  allowing 
merit  to  ^eir  own  for  acts  mudi  more  prvse* 
worthy. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Bandolfr^b  motioo  to 
amend,  was  negatived — ^yeas  80,  nays  74. 

Mr.  Blackledgk  proposed  to  add  "com  and 
rice  "  to  the  flour  to  be  exported. 

Mr.  Maoon  thereon  modified  his  resolution  so 
as  to  authorize  the  exportation  of  '^  provisions,^ 
instead  of  "  fiour,^'  which  would  include  all  de- 
scriptions f3i  breadstuff. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  first  clause  of 
the  resolution,  viz :  so  much  as  relates  to  Ca- 
raccas,  and  carried  unanimously. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  remainder  of 
the  resolution,  viz :  so  mucfi  as  relates  to  Tener- 
iffe, and  negatived — ^for  its  adoption  47,  against 
it  57. 

So  it  was  Baolvedy  That  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  be  instructed  to 
report  a  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the 

United  States  to  cause  to  be  purchased bar 

rels  of  provisions,  and  have  the  same  exported 
to  some  port  in  Caraccas,  for  the  use  of  the  in- 
habitants who  have  suffered  by  the  earthquake. 

Mr.  Randolph  adverted  to  the  uncertainty 
as  to  the  fact,  which  he  supposed  had  caused 
the  rejection  of  the  clause  of  the  resc^ution  re- 
lating to  Teneriffe,  and  offered  the  following 
resolution,  in  a  form  calculated  to  produce  the 
proper  inqiiiry : 

^^JUtohedf  That  the  Committee  of  CoomMroe  sod 
Manufactures  be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  nr, 
and  what  relief  ought  to  be  extended  to  the  inhahit- 
ants  of  the  Canary  Islands,  who  are  suffiBEing  bj 
famine  oooasioned  by  locusts." 

Mr.  NswTON  said,  as  this  motion  only  pro- 
posed inquiry,  and  was  not,  like  the  other,  per- 
emptory, he  hoped  it  would  pass. 

And  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Monday,  May  4. 
Seli^for  Venetuela, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  House  resolv- 
ed itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ven- 
ezuela. 

[The  hill  authorizes  the  President  to  cause  to 
he  exported  such  quantity  of  provision  as  he 
may  think  proper,  for  the  reli^  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  Venezuela,  suffering  by  the  effects  of  aa 
earthquake.] 

Mr.  Newton  proposed  to  fill  the  blank  for 
the  appropriation  with  the  sum  of  $30,000. 
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Mr.  Pitkin  ma  aired  for  tho  ofSoial  informa- 
tioD,  which  might  have  heen  laid  before  the 
committee,  on  the  sabject  of  the  distress  exist- 
ing at  Caraccas. 

Mr.  Nbwton,  in  reply,  said,  that  there  were 
many  private  letters  in  confirmation  of  the  facts, 
and  also  a  letter  from  oar  Consal,  &c.  Some 
of  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Calhottk  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  which  he  thought  would 
be  little  enough  to  effect  the  object  in  view. 

The  question  on  the  latter  motion  was  de- 
cided in  the  afSrmative,  45  to  29. 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill ; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  this  day,  which  was  subsequently  done, 
and  the  bill  passed. 


WxDNBSDAT,  May  18. 
Recall  of  Absentees, 
Mr.  Williams  said  he  rose  to  make  a  motion, 
the  object  of  which  was  in  itself  so  clear,  that 
he  believed  there  was  no  necessity  for  illustrat- 
ing it.  There  was  bat  one  objection  that  he 
was  aware  of,  and  that  was,  that  there  was  no 
precedent  for  it ;  but  if  that  should  be  urged, 
he  would  reply  that  there  never  was  before  a 
crisis  requiring  it.    The  motion  was — 

Reeolvedj  That  the  Speaker  be  directed  to  address 
a  letter  to  oach  member  of  the  Hoase  now  abaeni, 
reqnestiiig  his  attendance  prior  to  the  first  day  of 
Jime. 

Mr.  Gbttxdt  said  the  object  of  the  motion, 
no  donbt,  was  a  correct  one.  •  He  should,  there- 
fore, vote  for  the  motion  as  it  now  stood,  but 
wonld  prefer  a  modification  of  it.  On  what 
particular  day  it  would  be  proper  to  have  every 
member  in  his  place,  could  not  be  foreseen  with 
certainty  by  any  one.  To  fix  on  a  day,  how- 
ever, would  be  as  much  as  to  tell  the  members 
we  do  not  want  them  earlier,  and  would  put  it 
out  of  our  power  to  act  prior  to  that  day.  But^ 
on  the  other  hand,  should  we  not  be  ready  to 
act  on  that  day,  is  it  not  pledging  ourselves  that 
we  will  then  act,  whether  we  are  ready  or  not? 
It  would  be  as  well  to  request  the  attendance 
of  members  immediately,  and  then  we  shall  not 
stand  committed  either  to  act  on  or  before  that 
day.  He  hoped  there  would  not  be  an  absent 
man  on  the  occasion  of  yoting  the  final  meas- 
ure ;  though  he  should  consider  such  a  vote  as 
a  comnletion  of  what  was  already  begun,  and 
not  a  determination  of  the  course  to  be  pursued, 
which  question  he  considered  as  decided  in  the 
anterior  measures  already  adopted. 

Mr.  Roberts  said  the  call  of  the  House  met 
his  perfect  approbation ;  but,  in.  its  present 
form,  he  should  be  constrained  to  vote  agaiast 
it.  He  was  not  afraid  that  it  would  be  consid- 
ered a  pledge  to  act  on  a  certain  day ;  but  the 
members  near  home,  after  it  was  passed,  would 
take  the  opportuoity  of  the  interval  to  visit 
their  homes,  and  leave  the  House  without  a 
qnomm.    He,  therefore,  moved  to  amend  the 


resolution,  so  as  to  request  the  attendance  of 
the  members  forthwith. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to—^yes  47. 

After  some  objections  by  Mr.  Btaxford  to 
the  phraseology  of  the  resolution,  it  was  passed 
without  a  division,  there  not  being  more  per- 
haps than  five  dissenting  voicea 


Friday,  May  22. 
Jud</e  Toulmin. 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTEB,  from  the  select  committee, 
made  the  following  report : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of 
CowLES  Mead,  Speaker  of  the  HoasxTof  Re^resenta.- 
tives  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  enolosing  a  present- 
ment of  the  Grand  Jury  of  Baldwin  connty,  in  said 
Territoiy,  complaining  of  the  conduct  of  Harry  Tonl- 
min,  Jndge  of  the  District  of  Washington,  in  said 
Territory,  beg  leave  to  snbmit  the  following  report : 

That  tiie  charges  contained  in  the  presentment 
afinresaid,  hare  not  been  supported  by  evidence  ;  and 
6nom  the  best  information  your  committee  have  been 
enabled  to  obtain  on  the  sulject,  it  appears  that  the 
official  conduct  of  Judge  Toulmin  has  been  charao* 
terized  by  a  vigilant  attention  to  the  duties  of  his 
station,  and  an  inflexible  zeal  for  the  preservation  of 
the  public  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  country  over 
which  his  judicial  authority  extends.  They  therefore 
recommend  the  following  resolution : 

*'  Resolved^  That  it  is  unnecessary  to  take  any  fur- 
ther proceeding  on  the  presentment  of  the  Grand 
Jury  of  Baldwin  county,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
against  Judge  Toulmin." 

The  report  was  read  and  concurred  in. 


Wednesday,  May  27. 

Eenetedl  of  Whitney^s  Patent  Right  to  the  CoU 

ton  Oin  Invention, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  ''for  the  relief  of  £U 
Whitney." 

Mr.  ^iBB  avowed  his  opposition  to  the  prin- 
ciple and  details  of  the  bill,  and  moved  to 
strike  out  as  much  as  provided  for  renewing 
Whitney^s  patent  right  to  the  machine  for  gin- 
ning cotton.  Mr.  B.  said,  that,  although  tiie 
bill  assumed  the  character  of  a  private  act,  it 
involved  considerations  of  great  national  con- 
cernment. If,  sir,  said  he,  the  committee  will 
take  the  trouble  to  consider  it  attentively,  in  all 
its  relations,  I  am  persuaded  the  motion  sub- 
mitted will  not  have  been  made  in  vain.  The 
object  of  granting  patents  is  clearly  defined  by 
the  constitution  to  be  the  promotion  of  science 
and  usefhl  arts.  The  effect  of  such  promotion 
is  obviously  the  advancement  of  public  improve- 
ment and  prosperity.  All  the  authority  which 
Ck>ngress  possesses  over  this  subject,  is  derived 
from  the  following  provision :  *'  Congress  shall 
have  power  to  promote  the  progress  of  science 
and  useful  arts,  by  securing,  for  limited  times, 
to  authors  and  inventors,  the  exclusive  right 
to  their  respective  writings  and  discoveries." 
Here  are  two  distinct  propositions :  1.  The  dele- 
gation of  power  to  promote  science  and  useful 
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arts ;  2.  And  a  description  of  the  mean  author- 
ized to  be  employed.  The  benefit  proposed  to 
inventors  is  evidently  not  the  object  in  view, 
bnt  the  mean  whereby  the  end  may  be  accom- 
plished ;  it  is  the  incitement  offered  to  genins 
and  talent,  for  the  purpose  of  general  advan- 
tage ;  it  is  the  price  paid  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States  for  the  duclosure  of  useful  inven- 
tions. To  legislate,  therefore,  correctly,  on  the 
subject,  it  is  indispensable  that  this  distinction 
between  the  mean  and  the  object  should  be 
kept  constantly  in  view.  So  long  as  patents 
are  granted  for  the  promotion  of  science  and 
useful  arts,  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  con- 
stitution are  fairly  pursued ;  but  whenever  they 
are  allowed  with  any  other  view,  there  is  a 
manifest  departure  from  the  limit  of  authority 
to  which  Congress  is  confined.  Sir,  the  framers 
of  the  constitution  were  sensible  that  monopo- 
lies were  odious  every  where,  and  that  they 
would  be  particularly  so  to  the  people  of  this 
country.  Hence  the  limitation  imposed,  which 
permits  monopolies  only  in  an  expressly ndefined 
case,  and  for  a  limited  time.  The  constitution 
declarea,  that  ^  all  powers  not  delegated  to  the 
United  States,  nor  prohibited  to  the  States,  are 
reserved  to  the  States  or  to  the  people."  It  is 
also  the  rule  of  construction,  universally  admit- 
ted, that  the  enumeration  of  powers  excludes 
all  powers  not  enumerated.  I  maintain,  then, 
that  the  constitution  having  clearly  designated 
the  object  for  which,  and  the  parties  to  whom, 
exclusive  rights  may  be  granted,  for  limited 
times,  CoDgress  is  restrained  within  those  pre- 
cise bounds.  If  there  can  be  a  legitimate  de- 
parture from  them  in  one  case,  the  restraint  be- 
comes wholly  nugatory.  The  doctrine  which 
deprives  Congress  of  the  power  to  establish 
banking  monopolies,  equally  forbids  them  in 
every  case,  and  for  every  purpose,  other  than 
tliose  specified  in  the  clause  to  which  I  have 
adverted. 

If,  therefore,  I  establish  the  position  that  the 
proposed  renewal  of  Whitney's  patent  is  neither 
intended  nor  calculated  to  promote  science  or 
useful  arts,  I  shall  have  succeeded  in  showing 
that  this  biU  ought  to  be  r^ected. 

Permit  me  to  inquire,  in  Uie  first  place,  how 
the  object  of  the  constitution  may  be  attained  ? 
By  pursuing  the  principle  which  has  heretofore 
governed  the  Legislature.    The  statute  securing 

Eatent  rights  must  be  general  in  its  application, 
olding  out  inducements  to  the  inventive  facul- 
ties, of  all,  and  prospective  in  its  operation.  It 
must  grant  monopolies  for  a  limited  time  toy%»- 
ture  and  not  pa^t  discoveries.  The  term  dur- 
ing which  the  exclusive  rights  shall  continue, 
should  be  sufficiently  long  to  afford  the  necessa- 
ry incitement  to  the  exertions  of  genius,  to 
promise  an  adequate  reward  for  the  labor  of  in- 
vention. Whether  fourteen  years,  as  now  fixed 
by  law,  be  the  proper  term,  is  a  question  on 
which  gentlemen  may  rationally  difier  in  opin- 
ion. It  is  worthy  of  remark,  however,  that 
under  the  existing  statute,  the  progress  of  in- 
vention in  the  useful  arts  has  been  more  rapid 


in  the  United  States  than  in  any  other  country 
on  the  globe.  Still,  if  necessary,  Congress  ia 
competent  to  extend  by  a  genend  provision  ex- 
clusive rights  to  future  inventors  far  a  longer 
time ;  but  the  renewal  of  a  patent  for  a  discov- 
ery already  made  and  in  use,  stands  on  distinct 
grounds.  In  the  one  case,  the  progress  of  sci- 
ence and  useful  arts  (the  object  for  which  alone 
patents  are  constitutional)  would  probably  be 
promoted ;  but  in  the  other,  the  invention  be- 
mg  already  made  and  disclosed,  public  improve- 
ment cannot  possibly  be  advanced  by  taking 
away  its  benefit  from  the  community.  Is  the 
object  of  tliia  bill  to  promote  science  or  the  use- 
ful arts?  The  candor  of  its  advocates  will  an- 
swer the  question  in  the  negative.  It  is  to 
promote  the  interests  of  Mr.  Whitney  at  the 

Eublic  expense — ^to  convert  the  mean  prescribed 
y  the  constitution  into  the  end.  If  tbe  renew- 
al of  a  patent  in  a  special  case  wonld  foinish  in 
adequate  stimulus  to  the  exertions  of  other  in- 
genious men,  it  might  be  urged  with  some  ap- 
pearance of  plausibility ;  but  no  num  will  assert 
that  one  or  two  accidental  cases  of  this  sort,  out 
of  the  many  tiiousand  patents  which  are  iasaed, 
would  have  any  influence  on  the  expectations 
of  others.  It  follows,  therefore,  that  the  pas- 
sage of  the  present  bill  will  be  a  departure  from 
the  intent  and  meaning  of  that  instrament, 
which  is  the  fountain  of  our  authority. 

Sir,  there  is  another  view  of  this  sobject  in 
relation  to  policy,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  ask 
the  attention  of  the  committee.  In  this  widely- 
extended  country,  the  pursuits  of  the  people 
are  various  and  diversified.  In  one  section  cot- 
ton is  cultivated,  in  another  hemp,  and  in  a 
third  wheat.  Suppose  patents  are  obtained  for 
valuable  improvements  relative  to  these  articles, 
either  in  the  instruments  of  cultiTation  or  o/ 
preparation  for  market.  The  patentees  are  en- 
titled by  law  to  exclusive  rights  for  fourteen 
years.  For  the  improvement  conoeming  tbe 
article  of  cottmi  only,  the  patent  is  extended  to 
twenty-one  or  twenty-eight  years,  as  now  pro- 
posed, while  exclusive  rights  to  the  other  in- 
ventions are  permitted  to  expire.  What  is  the 
consequence  ?  The  people  of  one  section  of  the 
Union  are  subjected  in  tneir  pursuits  to  the  pri- 
vations incident  to  monopolies,  for  that  tenn; 
while  those  of  another  section  dmilariy  sitnated 
are  exempted  from  all  restraint  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  first  patent.  I  appeal  to  the  candor 
and  magnanimity  of  this  assembly  to  determine 
whether  such  a  course  of  proceeding  be  not 
manifestly  ui\just,  and  utterly  incompatible  with 
that  equality  of  rights  guarantied  to  the  TesptdC- 
ive  States.  The  constitution  imposes  iinif<»tm- 
ty  of  taxation  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  tbe 
injustice  and  oppression  towards  particdar 
States,  whidi  the  extension  of  patent  rights,  in 
special  eases,  is  calculated  to  produce.  The  fiid 
cannot  be  disguised,  that  the  operation  of  this 
bill  will  be  to  levy  a  tax  on  the  people  of  Geor- 
gia, tbe  Mississippi  and  Lonidana  Territories 
alone ;  and  if  it  passes,  it  will  be  owing^  to  that 
circumstance.  I  know  enough  of  human  nature^ 
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and  have  seen  much  in  the  coarse  of  mj  ac- 
quaintance with  legislative  proceedings,  to  sat- 
isfy my  mind,  that  if  cotton  were  cultivated  in 
a  few  large  States,  this  hill  would  certainly  he 
r^eoted.  Does  any  man  helieve  that  if  the 
large  States  of  Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  New 
York,  and  Massachusetts,  were  concerned  in 
this  thing,  as  are  those  portions  of  the  Southern 
coifhtr^  1  have  mentigned,  the  application  of 
Mr,  Whitney  for  a  renewal  of  his  monopoly 
would  he  successful?  No,  sir;  and  I  nrge  this 
consideration  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the 
impolicy  of  extending  patents  in  special  cases, 
inasmuch  as  it  puts  it  in  the  power  of  Congress 
by  BDch  a  regulation  to  give  a  preference  to  one 
section  of  the  Union  over  another,  and  because 
the  power  will  never  be  exercised  in  cases  af- 
fecting a  particular  and  comparatively  small 
portion  of  the  community.  Enact  a  general 
law  on  the  subject  of  patents — ^make  what  pro- 
viBLon  you  please  in  relation  to  future  discover- 
ies, and  none  can  complain.  Whether  improve- 
ments shall  be  made  interesting  to  this,  that,  or 
the  other  section  of  the  nation,  will  be  left  to 
chance;  when  made,  the  monopolies  will  be 
equal  in  their  duration,  and  all  will  be  equally 
exempt  from  partiality  or  oppression. 

There  is  another  aspect,  Mr.  Chairman,  in 
which  the  provisions  of  the  bill  now  before  the 
committee  are  manifestly  unjust.  The  Legisla- 
tures of  Tennessee  and  the  two  Carolinas  pur- 
chased, during  the  term  of  Whitney's  late  pa- 
tent, the  right  of  using  in  those  States  his  inven- 
tion for  ginning  cotton.  The  &ot  will  not  be 
denied,  that  the  price  paid  was  proportionate  to 
the  extent  of  time  for  which  the  patentee  held 
the  exclusive  right.  Now  it  is  proposed  to  re- 
grant  to  Whitney  tlie  monopoly  for  an  addition- 
al term  of  years,  so  far  as  relates  to  my  constit- 
uents, while  the  three  States  I  have  mentioned 
are  expressly  exempted  from  its  operations. 
It  is  true,  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  did  not 
enter  into  any  arrangements  with  the  patentee 
on  the  subject,  but  it  will  be  perceived  that  all 
persons  who  erected  machines  wiUiout  permis- 
sion, during  the  fourteen  years,  are  left  by  the 
bill  subject  to  prosecution.  The  effect,  there- 
fore, will  be  to  impose  a  restraint  relative  to 
the  same  object  on  one  State  for  twenty-one  or 
twenty-eight  years,  while  other  States  are  ex- 
empted at  the  expiration  of  half  that  term.  I 
know,  sir,  that  unfavorable  impressions  exist 
on  the  minds  of  many  gentlemen  concerning  the 
conduct  of  Georgia  in  this  affair;  and  I  fear 
they  may  have  much  influence  on  the  decision 
of  the  question.  Whether  the  Legislature  ought 
or  ought  not  to  have  followed  the  example  of 
the  legislatures  of  other  States,  is  a  question 
which  belongs  exclusively  to  that  body  to  de- 
termine. Your  patent  law  imposed  no  obliga- 
tion on  the  subject,  and  they  had  the  right  to 
do  so  or  not,  as  they  pleased.  Having  done 
nothing  which  they  had  not  a  right  to  do,  imd 
omitted  nothing  which  they  had  not  the  right 
to  omit,  I  cannot  consent  to  any  unauthorized 
control  of  this  House  over  their  proceedings. 


That  Mr.  Whitney's  invention  has  been  highly 
important  to  the  Southern  country  I  freely  ad- 
mit, and  that  he  deserves  much  for  his  useful 
labors,  none  can  deny ;  but,  if  the  conduct  of 
Georgia  has  not  been  so  liberal  towards  him  as 
some  gentlemen  think  it  ought  to  have  been,  an 
apology  may  be  found  in  the  resentment  which 
his  conduct  was  calculated  to  excite.  When  his 
machine  was  first  erected  in  Georgia,  as  I  have 
understood,  he  refused  to  sell  his  patent  right 
upon  any  terms  or  for  any  price.  It  was  de- 
termined to  monopolize  every  pound  of  cotton 
at  an  enormous  premium,  and  arrangements 
were  made  for  that  purpose.  To  that  circum- 
stance, and  the  opinion  which  prevailed,  that 
the  invention  was  not  new,  is  to  be  attributed 
the  course  of  proceeding,  now  made  the  subject 
of  complaint  The  imprudence  of  Mr.  Whit- 
ney, or,  perhaps,  of  his  partner,  could  not  fail 
to  have  produced  feelings  of  resentment  rather 
than  of  liberality  towards  them.  I  repeat,  how- 
ever, that  the  conduct  of  Georgia  has  no  con- 
nection with  the  present  question.  The  United 
States  never  guarantied  to  any  patentee  the  re- 
ceipt of  any  given  sum  for  his  invention,  nor 
gave  any  pledge  that  his  exclusive  right  should 
in  no  instance  be  violated.  They  have  enacted 
laws  for  the  security  of  patentees,  provided  a 
remedy  for  violations  of  their  rights  in  all  cases, 
and  a  tribunal  before  which  tlmt  remedy  may 
be  sought.  To  that  tribunal — ^the  courts  of  the 
United  States— Mr.  Whitney  should  be  referred 
for  redress.  This  is  not  a  time  for  exciting  State 
jealousies  and  individual  resentments  among 
ourselves.  Policy,  and  that  conciliatory  spirit 
which  ought  to  guide  our  deliberations,  unite 
in  prescribing  a  different  course,  and  I  do  trust 
that  prescription  will  not  be  disregarded  on  the 
present  occasion. 

But,  sir,  there  is  still  another  and  more  im* 
portant  view  of  this  subject,  on  which  alone  I 
probably  might  have  relied.  The  patent  of  Mr. 
Whitney  expired  about  four  years  ago,  and  an 
unqualified  right  to  the  invention  was  thereby 
vested  (as  I  shall  show)  in  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  Under  such  circumstances,  it  is 
my  purpose  to  prove  the  proposed  renewal 
mantfesUy  unconstitutional.  I  presume  it  will- 
be  admitted,  that,  without  the  provision  of  the 
constitution  on  the  subject,  and  the  law  pursu- 
ant thereto,  no  exclusive  rights  would  belong  to 
inventors.  It  is  true  the  inventor  would  be  en- 
titled to  his  particular  machinery,  but  other 
persons  would  not  be  prohibited  from  imitating 
it,  and  consequently  his  right  to  his  discovery 
would  not  be  exclusive.  In  a  state  of  nature, 
occupancy  gives  a  right  to  soil,  upon  the  ground 
of  supposed  labor  on  the  part  of  the  occupant 
in  taking  possession.  The  right  and  the  occu- 
pancy, however,  are  inseparable.  If  the  latter 
be  abandoned,  the  former  ceases  to  exist — ^the 
soil  becomes  common  to  all,  and  may  be  appro- 
priated to  another's  use.  The  natural  law  in 
regard  to  inventions  la  the  same.  So  long  aa 
the  inventor  is  alone  in  the  possession  of  a 
knowledge  of  his  discovery,  he  is  the  occupant, 
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and  has  an  exclnsive  right.  Bnt  the  moment 
he  disclosei  that  knowledge  to  the  pnhlic  he 
ahandons  his  -occnpancj,  and  the  invention  he- 
oomes  snhject  to  the  nse  of  others.  This  prin- 
ciple is  recognized  hy  the  constitution  itself 
and  fully  estahlished  also  in  other  conntries. 
The  express  delegation  of  power  to  secure  to 
inventors  the  exclusive  right  to  their  discover- 
ies admits  that  withont  it  no  such  right  would 
exist  afber  disclosure.  In  Great  Britain  the 
doctrine  is  perfectly  settled.  If  gentlemen  will 
turn  to  the  famous  case  of  literary  property, 
Millar  vs.  Taylor,  which  was  argued  with  great 
ability,  and  decided  with  unusual  deliberation, 
they  will  be  satisfied  of  the  fact. 

The  court  were  divided  on  the  particular 
question  pending  before  them,  and  gave  their 
opinions  separately  and  very  much  at  large. 
On  that  occasion  it  was  determined  that  the 
publication  of  a  literary  work  did  not  of  itself 
divest  the  author  of  the  exclusive  right,  nor 
authorize  others  to  republish  it  for  tlieir  advan- 
tage without  his  consent  But  it  was  admitted, 
as  a  point  fully  and  entirely  settled,  that  the 
'principle  did  not  apply  to  mechanical  inven- 
tions ;  that  the  disclosure  of  a  mechanical  in- 
vention did  divest  the  inventor  of  his  exclusive 
right  to  such  inventions,  and  that  the  public 
became  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  which  could 
be  derived  from  it  A  later  decision  of  the 
highest  courts  of  the  Kingdom  on  another  case, 
has  placed  the  question  of  literary  property  on 
the  same  footing  with  the  mechanical  inven- 
tions. The  principle  of  these  decisions  is,  that 
the  disclosure  of  an  invention  amounts  to  a  re- 
linquishment of  exclusive  use,  it  is  an  implied 
right  to  the  public.  And  if  such  be  the  doc- 
trine in  Great  Britain,  under  a  Government  tiie 
foundation  of  which  is  monopoly  and  exclusive 
privilege&L  it  cannot  be  otherwise  among  this 
people,  tne  fundamental  principle  of  whose 
Government  is,  equality  of  right  and  exclusion 
of  monopolies.  I  contend,  then,  sir,  that  if  the 
disclosure  of  an  invention  vests  in  the  public  a 
right  to  use  it  without  restraint,  much  more 
strongly  is  that  right  vested  after  the  expiration 
of  a  patent.  In  the  one  case  the  public  are  in- 
vested with  a  common  or  equal  right  by  an  im- 
plied gift,  and  in  the  other  by  contract  The 
very  condition  on  which  patents  are  granted 
is,  tiiat,  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  authorized 
by  law,  the  people  shall  be  entitled  to  the  free 
use  of  the  invention ;  and,  to  secure  this  right 
to.  the  people,  such  a  specification  of  the  ma- 
chinery employed  is  required  at  the  time  of  issu- 
ing the  patent,  as  will  enable  others  to  under- 
stand and  imitate  it  with  success.  Need  I  un- 
dertake to  prove  that,  from  the  moment  Whit- 
ney's patent  expired,  his  exclusive  right  ceased 
to  exist  ?  None  will  deny  the  fact.  Is  it  ne- 
cessary to  show  that  the  right  which  was  exclu- 
sive during  the  patent,  is  now  the  common 
right  of  all?  It  will  be  admitted  that  every 
man  in  the  United  States  has  at  this  moment 
as  perfect  a  Vight  to  erect  gins  on  Whitney's 
pbui,  as  to  build  a  house  or  make  any  imple- 


ment of  agriculture.  The  question  then  pre- 
sents itselt;  has  Congress  the  power  to  divest 
the  people  of  that  right  f  I  say  no,  sir ;  to  re- 
new a  patent  after  it  has  expired,  is  to  establish 
a  new  principle  unauthorized  by  the  constitu- 
tion. To  secare  a  pre-existent  right  is  one 
thing,  but  to  divest  the  people  of  the  United 
States  of  their  right,  and  vest  it  in  an  individual, 
is  quite  a  different  affair.  ^*  Congress  shall  have 
power  to  promote  the  progress  of  science  and 
useful  arts,  by  securing,  for  limited  times,  to  au- 
thors and  inventors,  the  exclusive  right  to  their 
respective  writings  and  discoveries/'  What  Is 
the  import  of  this  provision?  An  inventor 
while  in  the  sole  possession  of  the  knowledge  of 
his  invention  has  the  exclusive  right  to  it,  with- 
out the  intervention  of  law;  but  -when  that 
knowledge  is  disclosed  to  the  public,  the  ex- 
clu^ve  right  would  cease  to  exist.  Therefore, 
for  the  purpose  of  affording  a  stimnlus  to  inge- 
nuity, and  of  obtaining  disclosures  of  useful 
discoveries,  Congress  is  authorized  to  provide 
by  law  for  securing  that  exclusive  right  for  a 
limited  time  after  disclosure,  which  previously 
existed  in  the  inventor,  and  which  enabled  him 
forever  to  withhold  his  invention  from  the  pub- 
lic. The  disclosure  is*  the  great  object  to  be 
attained;  the  security  of  the  exclusive  right 
before  existing,  but  which  would  be  lost  with- 
out such  security,  by  the  act  of  disclosure,  Is 
the  mean  authorized  to  be  employed.  Is  there 
no  difference  between  protecting  an  existing 
right,  and  faking  away  a  right  from  one  party 
for  the  purpose  of  vesting  it  in  another  party? 
The  States  composing  the  Union  are  now  enti- 
tled to  the  benefit  of  Whitney's  invention,  and 
may  make  whatever  regulations  concerning  it, 
within  their  territorial  limits,  they  please.  Will 
it  be  said  that  because  the  power  is  delegated 
to  Congress  to  promote  useful  inventions  and  to 
obtain  their  disclosure  to  the  public,  by  hol<Ung 
out  the  inducement  resulting  from  the  security 
of  a  monopoly  for  a  lunited  time,  therefore  the 
States  may  be  constitutionally  deprived  of  their 
unquestionable  rights?  Surely  not.  Hence,  1 
conclude  that  the  power  of  Congress  over  this 
subject  has  temunated  by  their  owa  scu  and 
that  to  resume  it  would  be  an  unconstitutional 
encroachment  on  the  rights  of  the  respective 
States.  Sir,  the  power  given  to  Congress  on 
the  question  of  patents  is  similar  in  extent  and 
in  every  other  view  to  that  which  in  England 
is  vested  in  the  King.  He  is  empowered  to 
grant  patents  for  new  and  useful  inventions  for 
a  limited  time,  but  it  is  held  that  when  that  time 
expires,  such  inventions  belong  to  the  pablic 
"  If  a  patent  be  granted  in  case  of  a  new  inven- 
tion, the  King  cannot  grant  a  second  patent, 
for  the  charter  is  granted  as  an  encouragement 
to  invention  and  industry,  and  to  secare  the 
patentee  in  the  profits  for  a  reasonable  time; 
but  when  Uiat  is  expired,  the  public  is  to  have 
the  benefit  of  the  discovery." — 10  Mad.  Bep, 
110.  It  is  also  kid  down  in  Bull  N.  P.  7«, 
that  among  the  general  questions  of  patents,  the 
first  is — ^Whether  the  invention  were  known 
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and  in  njse  before  the  patent.'^  Sach  is  the 
English  law,  and  the  statutes  of  the  United 
States  heretofore  passed'  are  founded  on  the 
same  principle.  The  existing  statntes  make  it 
an  inaispensable  condition  to  secoring  an  ex- 
clnsire  right,  that  the  invention  shall  not  have 
been  **  known  or  ased  before  the  application  ;^^ 
for  a  patent  itself  reads  thus:  "Whereas  A.  B., 
a  citizen,  &c.,  hath  alleged  that  he  has  invented 
a  new  and  useful  improvement,  being  [here  in- 
sert a  description  of  the  invention]  which  im- 
provement has  not  been  known  or  used  before 
his  application,"  &;c.  It  is  then  perfectly  clear, 
that  our  predecessors  who  have  legislated  on 
this  subject  considered  a  public  disclosure  of  an 
invention  an  abandonment  of  all  claim  to  the 
exclusive  use ;  that  they  understood  the  object 
of  the  constitution  to  be  the  advancement  of  na- 
tional improvement ;  and  that  when  the  public 
are  in  possession  of  any  important  discovery 
they  could  not  be  divested  of  it.  Suppose  the 
inventor  of  that  useful  instrument  the  screw- 
angur,  who  was  an  inhabitant  of  New  England, 
and  who  never  solicited  a  patent  for  it,  should 
now  make  application.  Tour  law  excludes  him 
because  his  invention  is  known  and  in  use.  And 
I  call  on  gentlemen  to  show  how  the  progress 
of  science  or  useful  arts,  or  individual  justice, 
would  be  less  promoted  by  granting  a  patent  in 
that  c:ise,  than  in  the  present  application.  Oer- 
t^nly  a  man  is  not  less  entitled  to  the  boun- 
ty of  Congress  who  has  given  to  the  public  the 
results  of  his  labors,  than  he  who  'has  enjoyed 
the  benefit  of  a  monopoly  for  fourteen  years ; 
nor  will  it  be  asserted  that  the  right  of  the  com- 
munity to  an  ^vention  is  less  complete  from 
the  expiration  of  a  patent,  than  from  the  bare 
act  of  disclosing  it. 

Mr.  Seybert  said  he  did  not  know  that 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mr.  Whitney  could  be 
acted  upon  this  day ;  indeed,  it  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  make  any  observations  on  the  sub- 
ject, until  the  motion  for  striking  out  a  portion 
of  the  bill  was  made  by  his  friend  from  Georgia, 
(Mr.  Bibb;)  he  therefore  hoped  the  House 
would  pardon  him  for  the  desultory  and  con- 
fused remarks  which  he  should  impose  upon  the 
patience  of  the  House.  He  came  from  a  State 
whose  interests  were  nowise  concerned  in  this 
question,  and  therefore  he  stood  as  an  impartial 
advocate  in  favor  of  the  patentee ;  his  feelings 
could  not  permit  him  to  remun  auiet  on  the 
question ;  by  him  the  machine  of  Mr.  Whitney 
was  viewed  as  a  stupendous  monument  of  hu- 
man invention — ^great  mental  exertion  alone 
could  produce  results  like  this,  and  he  appealed 
to  the  House  as  to  the  propriety  of  granting 
the  prayer  of  the  petition  as  reported  in  the 
bill.  It  was,  he  conceived,  not  a  favor,  but 
justice,  which  the  passage  of  this  bill  would 
render  to  Mr.  Whitney.  If  he  was  correctly 
informed,  Mr.  W.  received  but  a  trifling  com- 

gensation  for  his  labors ;  that,  in  the  case  of  the 
tate  of  Georgia,  he  expended  $20,000  more  in 
prosecuting  law-suits,  than  he  had  ever  been 
paid  in  that  State.    Mr.  S.  continued — ^he  was 


informed  that  in  South  Carolina  Mr.  Whitney 
had  met  with  some  persecution ;  the  assembly 
of  that  State  originally  purchased  the  right  to 
use  the  machine  for  the  sum  of  $50,000,  which 
was  to  be  paid  by  regular  annual  instalments. 
In   the  following  year  Mr.  W.  visited  South 
Carolina  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  sec- 
ond instalment,  when,  instead  thereof,  he  dis- 
covered that  a  Legislature  lately  assembled  had 
repealed  the  law  formerly  enacted  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  and,  instead  of  receiving  a  second  instal* 
ment,  the  Legislature  ordered  that  he  should  be 
prosecuted  for  the  recoveiyof  that  which  he 
had  before  received.    Mr.  W.  was  saved  from 
prison  by  the   interference  of  some  private 
gentlemen.      [Here   Messrs.    Williams    and 
Chsvss  rose,  and  in  conversation  explained  to 
the  satisfaction  of  Mr.  S.  that  the  statement 
made  was  not  accurate;    that  the  delay  and 
difficulties  caused  by  the  proceedings  of  the- 
Legislature  of  South  Carolina,  were  owing  to 
well-grounded  suspicions,  at  that  time,  that  Mr. 
W.  was  not  the  inventor  of  the  cotton  gin,  and 
that  he  had  in  some  respects  failed  to  comply 
with  the  conditions  prescribed  by  the  law.] 
This  explanation  was  satisfactory  to  Mr.  S.,  and 
he  observed,  had  he  known  in  time  that  he 
would  have  taken  a  part  in  this  debate,  he 
should  have  considered  it  his  duty  to  consult 
his  friends  from  South  Carolina  on  this  subject. 
He  further  stated  that  Mr.  W.  had  informed  him 
that,  in  the  final  adjustment  of  this  afbir,  the 
State  of  South  Carolina  had  rendered  him 
ample  justice.    He  regretted  the  necessity  of 
mentioning  States  in  debate — ^he  would  quit 
this  part  of  the  subject,  and  proceed  to  commu- 
nicate those  facts  which  haa  made  an  impres- 
sion on  his  mind  in  favor  of  the  bill    He  would 
first  quote  the  authority  of  Judge  Johnson  in 
his  decision  of  the  case  of  Whitney  v«.  Carter. 
Here  Mr.  S.  read  as  follows,  from  page  128 : 
"  With  regard  to  the  utility  of  .this  discovery, 
the  court  would  deem  it  a  waste  of  time  to 
dwell  long  upon  this  topic.    Is  there  a  man 
who  hears  us   who  has   not  experienced  its 
utility  i    The  whole  interior  of  the  Southern 
States  was  langubhing,  and  its  inhabitants  emi- 
grating for  want  of  some  object  to  engage 
their  attention  and  employ  their  industry,  when 
the  invention  of  this  machine  at  once  opened 
views  to  them,  which  set  the  whole  country  in 
active  motion.    From  childhood  to  age,  it  has 
presented  us  a  lucrative  employment.     Indi- 
viduals who  were  depressed  with  .poverty,  and 
sunk  in  idleness,  have  suddenly  risen  to  wealth 
and  respectability.    Our  debts  have  been  paid 
off;  our  capitals  increased,  and  our  lands  are 
trebled  in  value.    We  cannot  express  the  weight 
of  obligation  which  the  country  owes  to  Uiis 
invention;    its  extent  cannot  now  be  seeo.'' 
These  were  the  sentiments  of  a  gentleman  re- 
siding in  the  State  of  South  Carolina ;    from 
this  their  justness  may  be  estimated.    Mr.  S. 
continued — ^he  could  not  stop  here.     Foreign 
writers  prove  the  absolute  necessity  of  this 
machine,  to  bring  the  particular  species  of  oot- 
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ton  &  market,  which  oonstitates  nin^-tenths  of 
that  which  the  United  States  could  famish.  He 
would,  in  proof  of  this  declaration,  read  from 
Edwards'  History  of  the  West  Indies,  vol.  2, 
page  265,  as  follows :  *^  Green  seed  cotton  is  of 
two  species ;  of  one  of  which  the  wool  was  so 
firmly  attached  to  the  seed,  that  no  method  has 
hitherto  heen  found  of  separating  them,  except 
by  the  hand ;  an  operation  so  tedious  and  trouble- 
some, that  the  value  of  the  commodity  is  not 
equal  to  the  pains  that  are  requisite  in  prepar- 
ing it  for  market.  This  sort,  therefore  Is  at 
present  cultivated  prinoipalljr  for  supplying  wick 
for  the  lamps  that  are  used  in  sngdit  boiling,  and 
for  domestic  purposes ;  but  the  staple  being  ex- 
ceedingly good,  and  its  color  perfectly  white,  it 
would  doubtless  be  a  valuable  acquisition  to  tJie 
muslin  manufactory,  could  means  *be  found  of 
detaching  it  easily  from  the  seed."  Whilst  the 
mind  of  Mr.  Edwards  was  thus  occupied  in 
London,  that  of  Mr.  Whitney  in  the  United 
States  effected  this  valuable  desideratum.  }£i, 
W.'s  machine  was  broueht  to  ^rfection  in  1792. 
Mr.  S.  dreaded  the  further  fatigue  of  the  House, 
but  he  could  not  refrain  from  stating  some  ad- 
ditional facts.  Consult,  said  he,  your  Treasury 
reports,  and  there  you  will  find  that,  in  the 
year  1810,  there  was  exported  from  the  United 
States  98,000,000  pounds  of  cotton,  of  which 
Si, 000,000  pounds  was  of  the  species  mentioned 
by  Edwardi  Without  the  gin  of  Whitne v,  or 
some  machine  equivalent  thereto,  not  a  single 
pound  of  the  84,000,000  pounds  could  have 
Deen  sent  abroad  ^thus  would  the  United  States 
have  found  themselves  deprived  of  the  annual 
income  of  $16,000,000,  without  taking  into  view 
16,000,000  pounds  of  cotton  consumed  in  our 
country.  Can  we  do  too  much  for  this  man? 
Let  us  render  him  but  ordinary  justice  and  pass 
the  bill.  Let  us,  said  Mr.  S.,  consider  the  bene- 
fits resulting  from  the  application  of  useful  ma- 
chines in  Great  Britain.  Take  a  view  of  that 
of  Arkwright  If^  said  Mr.  S.,  his  memory  did 
not  deceive  him,  in  the  year  1765  the  cotton 
manufacture  of  Great  Britain  was  ranked 
among  the  lowest  of  her  domestic  branches, 
and  did  not  value  more  than  £200,000  sterling 
annually;  in  1809,  that  nation  derived  thirty 
millions  pounds  sterling  from  her  industry  in  this 
way.  England  well  knows  her  interest,  and  she 
fosters  her  arts.  Let  us  in  tl)is  respect  follow 
her  example,  by  doing  Justice  to  the  genius  of 
our  countrymen.  But  for  the  spinning  machi- 
nery invented  by  Arkwright,  and  the  gin  of 
Whitney,  the  cotton  manufacture  might  at  this 
time  remain  in  a  state  of  comparative  obscurity. 
Very  little  will  be  observed  on  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  question.  He  would  apprize  his 
friend  from  Georgia  of  an  error  which  he  had 
fallen  into,  in  confounding  monopolies  with 
patent  rights.  In  the  United  States  they  were 
distinct  things ;  and  whilst  on  the  one  hand  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  has  guaran- 
tied to  inventors  their  inventions,  in  its  spirit 
and  letter  it  is  opposed  to  monopolies.  The  re- 
newal of  a  patent,  said  Mr.  8.,  was  not  unpre- 


cedented, it  was  a  c6mmon  thing  in  England 
and  France;  and,  in  the  United  States^  the 
cases  of  Evans  and  Whittemore  furnished  ns 
with  examples  of  the  transaction  by  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States.  Mr.  S.  said  he 
would  finish  his  remarks  with  the  expectatioa 
that  the  House  would  pass  the  bill  as  reported. 
The  committee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  ait 
again. 

Thusbdat,  June  11. 
Amy  DardiTL 
The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Amy  Dardin, 
that  it  is  reasonable,  and  ought  to  be  granted. 
After  some  debate,  the  committee  roee,  and 
reported  their  agreement  to  the  report ;  which 
was,  after  debate,  concurred  in  by  the  House. 
For  the  report  64 ;  against  it  42. 


Monday,  June  22. 
Additional  Duties. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  imposing  additional  du- 
ties upon  all  goods,  war^  and  merchandise, 
imported  from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  recommitted  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-day. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  oa  the  bill ;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose 
and  reported  the  bill  to  the  Honae  withoat 
amendment. 

Mr.  BiGBLOw. — Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  wdl  known 
that  I  have  been  uniformly  opposed  to  the  meas- 
ures which  have  drained  the  Treasury  of  its  mo- 
ney— ^more  particularly  to  those  measures  of  the 
present  session,  which  have  rendered  neoeasaty 
such  large  appropriations,  and  laid  the  founda- 
tion for  an  expense  which  no  man  can  calculateu 
But,  sir,  as  those  appropriations  have  been 
made ;  as  expenses  have  been  and  must  be  in- 
curred ;  the  means  of  payment  must  be  provid- 
ed. Sir,  I  hold  it  to  be  a  sound  political  prin- 
ciple--a  principle  from  which  this  Government 
never  ought  to  depart — that  the  creation  ol 
public  debt  ought  to  be  accompanied  with  the 
means  of  its  extinguishm^it.  This  prindple  waa 
strongly  recommended  in  the  administration  of 
Washinoton,  by  the  then  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  a  report  to  Congress  on  the  8ab> 
ject  of  finance.  He  stated  it  to  be  the  true 
secret  for  rendering  public  credit  immortal,  and 
expressed  a  fervent  nope  that  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  would  always  adhere  to  it. 
The  arguments  in  favor  of  this  principle  are 
plain  and  obvious^  The  public  credit  most  be 
supported,  or  the  Government  willloee  the  con- 
fiance  (H  Uie  people.  The  public  credit  must 
be  supported,  or  you  put  at  hazard  the  best 
interests  of  the  country ;  you  hazard,  indeed,  the 
very  existence  of  the  Government  In  popular 
Governments  there  is  always  a  relnctanoe  to 
laying  burdens  upon  the  people.  If,  then,  while 
creating  a  public  debt,  we  n^lect  to  provide 
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tiie  means  of  payment,  what  will  be  the  conse- 
qnence?  WiU  it  be  less  difficult  or  nnpoptdar 
to  do  this  after  the  debt  has  accumulated  to  an 
enormous  amount  ?  No,  sir.  Depend  upon  it, 
the  longer  you  delay  to  provide  the  means  for 
discharging  the  public  debt,  the  greater  will  be 
the  risk  and  difficulty  of  doing  it.  What  will 
be  the  consequence  of  such  neglect  ?  Sir,  the 
country  will  be  deluged  with  Treasury  notes ; 
these  notes  will  depreciate,  like  the  old  con- 
tinental money — the  whole  history  of  which 
every  one,  acquainted  with  the  history  of  the 
Bevolution,  knows  to  be  a  history  of  public 
and  private  frauds.  Sir,  £he  floodgates  of  cor- 
ruption will  be  opened  upon  us.  Already,  sir, 
tigers  and  sharks  are  feasting,  in  anticipation, 
on  their  prey. 

Impressed,  as  I  am,  with  the  importance  of 
the  principle,  that  the  creation  of  public  debt 
ought  to  be  accompanied  with  the  means  of  its 
extinguishment.  I  confess  it  was  with  no  little 
astonishment  I  learnt,  that  doubling  the  duties 
on  imported  articles  was  the  only  means  to  be 
provided;  that,  after  the  House  had  solemnly 
resolved  upon  a  system  of  taxation,  embracing 
varions  subjects,  and  intended,  as  was  stated,  to 
equalize  upon  the  people  of  the  different  States, 
as  far  as  possible,  the  burden  of  taxation,  that 
only  one  of  those  has  been  selected,  and  that 
one  the  most  unjust,  the  most  unequal,  and  the 
most  mischievous  of  the  whole.  These  remarks 
are  not  made,  Mr.  Speaker,  from  an  apprehen- 
sion that  doubling  the  duties  on  imported  arti? 
des  will  not  effectually  open  the  eyes  of  the 
people.  Sir,  it  will  be  the  most  unpopular  tax 
you  can  impose.  The  people  of  this  country — 
particularly  the  eastern  sections  of  it,  upon 
whom  this  tax  will  bear  peculiarly  hard — ^are 
too  enlightened  not  to  know,  to  see,  and  to  feel, 
the  operation  w^ich  an  additional  duty  of  100 
per  cent,  upon  imported  articles  will  have  upon 
them.  They  are  too  enlightened  not  to  know 
.  that  thii»  will  be  but  the  beginning  of  sorrow, 
l^either,  sir,  are  they  so  ignorant  as  not  to  know 
that  the  five  millions  of  dollars  which  it  is  cal- 
culated to'  raise  by  doubling  the  duties,  will  not 
discharge  a  loan  of  eleven  millions,  and  Treas- 
ury notes  to  the  amount  of  five  millions  more ; 
much  less  that  it  will  defray  the  expenses  of 
the  war.  Yes,  sir,  they  will  at  once  see,  that, 
sooner  or  later,  other  taxes  must  and  will  be 
resorted  to.  Tne  true  policy,  then,  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  is,  in  the  outset,  to  lay  the  foundation 
of  a  sure  and  certain  revenue,  and  not  to  de- 
pend, in  a  state  of  war,  upon  a  revenue  to  be 
derived  from  a  source  so  uncertain  as  that  of 
commerce.  My  objection  is  not  that  revenue 
ought  not  to  be  raised,  but  to  the  present  mode. 

1  have  stated,  sir,  that  this  is  an  unjust  meas- 
ure. Let  us  for  a  moment  look  at  its  opera- 
tion. There  is,  probably,  at  a  moderate  calcu- 
lation, seventy  millions^  worth  of  imported 
goods  now  in  the  United  States,  which*  have 
paid  only  the  present  rate  of  duties.  Taking 
the  calculation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
as  correct,  that  thirty-five  millions  of  imported 


goods  yield  a  revenue,  at  the  present  rkte  of 
duties,  of  ^ve  millions,  the  seventy  millions  now 
in  the  United  States  have  paid  duties  to  the 
amount  of  ten  millions. 

What  then  will  be  the  consequence  of  passing 
this  bill  ?  The  owners  of  the  imported  goods 
now  in  the  United  States  are  men  who  under- 
stand their  own  interest.  The  moment,  there- 
fore, you  nassthis  bill,  and  impose  double  duties 
upon  gooas  to  be  imported,  the  owners  of  goods 
now  on  hand  will  increase  the  price  as  much  at 
least  as  the  amount  of  the  present  rate  of  duties.  . 
The  purchasers  of  these  goods,  therefore,  will 
have  to  pay  to  the  owners  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars more  than  the  present  value.  You  will  of 
course  lay  a  tax  of  ten  millions  of  dollars  upon 
the  purchasers  and  consumers  of  these  goods, 
without  benefiting  the  Treasury  a  single  cent. 

Does  this,  sir,  comport  with  the  principles  of 
justice?  Is  it  right  to  take  from  one  part  of 
the  community  ten  millions  of  dollars  and  put 
it  into  the  hands  of  another  part  ?  In  oppos- 
ing this  measure,  I  am  not  advocating  the  in- 
terest of  the  merchant,  but  of  the  farmer,  the 
tradesman,  and  mechanic.  I  am  not  willing 
that  the  people  whom  I  represent,  in  addition 
to  the  taxes  they  must  pay  to  carry  on  the  war, 
should  also  pay  such  an  enormous  tax  to  the 
merchant. 

Mr.  MiTOHXLL  expressed  his  sentiments  as  be- 
ing favorable  to  an  augmentation  of  the  duties 
on  imports;  though  he  was  quite  unprepared  to 
give  his  assent  to  such  increase  in  the  terms 
proposed  by  the  bill. 

It  is  therein  proposed,  sir,  to  double  the  ex- 
isting customs.  I  think  this  is  not  the  best  way 
of  accomplishing  the  object  intended.  The  bill 
is  brought  before  us  for  the  avowed  purpose  of 
raising  money.  The  mode  proposed  is,  by  an 
addition  of  one  hundred  per  cent,  on  the  sums 
levied  upon  imported  merchandise.  Now,  al- 
though I  am  friendly  to  a  revision  of  our  tarifl^ 
and  to  such  an  amendment  of  it  as  wUl  ma- 
terially increase  the  receipts  at  the  Treasury,  I 
am  very  far  from  believing  the  method  now 
proposed  for  that  purpose  is  the  one  we  ought 
to  adopt 

I  object  to  the  plan,  because  it  takes  for 
granted  that  the  rate  of  duties  now  extant  in 
our  statutes  is  precisely  what  it  ought  to  be. 
This  I  humbly  conceive  is  not  the  fact.  A 
brief  recital  of  our'  commercial  system  inwards, 
will  show  it.  The  impost,  until  the  adoption 
of  the  constitution  of  1787,  belonged  to  the  re- 
spective States.  When  the  Government  went 
into  operation  in  17S9,  it  took  the  direction  and 
the  profits  of  the  custom-houses.  One  of  the' 
earliest  acts  of  the  legblators,  which,  on  that 
occasion,  assembled  at  New  York,  was  to  fix 
the  sums  which  each  denomination  or  parcel  of 
foreign  merchandise  should  pay  on  being  ad* 
mitted  into  our  country.  This  was  done,  in  the 
first  instance,  with  ^l  the  skill  which  the  pa- 
triotism and  intelligence  of  the  members  of  the 
first  Congress  permitted.  From  session  to  ses- 
sion, and  from  time  to  time,  it  was  altered  and 
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improyed.  The  last  memorable  amendment, 
waa,  if  I  recollect  right,  in  the  year  1804.  Then, 
a  yarietj  of  articles  which  had  paid  an  ad  valo- 
rem  duty  were  specifically  enumerated  and 
charged  with  duties  conformably.  At  that  time 
our  tariff  was  admirably  calculated  to  answer 
its  several  purposes.  Much  thought  and  pro- 
found knowledge  had  been  bestowed,  to  mature 
it,  and  render  it  as  complete  as  possible.  It 
was  at  that  time  peculiarly  and  happily  calcula- 
ted for  the  good  of  the  nation. 

But  eight  years  have  elapsed  since  that  table 
of  duties  was  arranged.  During  that  term,  pro- 
digious changes  have  taken  place  in  the  com- 
mercial world.  The  principal  part  of  the  Euro- 
pean Continent,  from  the  Baltic  to  the  Medi- 
terranean, and  from  the  Atiantio  to  the  Adria- 
tic, have  bowed  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  Em- 
peror of  the  French.  He  has  published  his 
modem  and  enormous  tariff,  and  caused  it  to 
be  enforced  throughout  his  extensive  dominions.- 
Tobacco,  cotton,  and  other  great  articles  of 
American  produce,  have  been  subjected  to  ex- 
cessive and  almost  prohibitory  imposts. 

Memorable  alterations  have  been  made,  dur- 
ing the  aforesaid  period,  in  the  insular  tariff— I 
mean  of  the  British  dominions.  Their  regula- 
tions, as  relate  to  lumber  and  the  heavy  mate- 
rials of  our  growth,  as  well  as  to  the  exporta- 
tion of  their  own  manufactures,  have  been  ma- 
terially tightened  and  straightened.  Their 
charges  for  convoy,  port  accommodations,  light- 
hjuses,  and  quarantine,  are  exceedingly  heavy. 
It  is  high  time,  they  should  be  e^ammed,  and 
thoroughly  understood. 

A  great  change  has  also  taken  place  in  the 
colonial  system.  France  has  lost  Martinique, 
Guadaloupe,  and  the  Isle  of  Bourbon.  Neither 
the  East  nor  the  West  Indies  contain  any  prov- 
inces owing  allegiance  to  the  Corsican  Emperor. 
All  the  rum,  sugar,  coffee,  and  molasses  of  those 
productive  regions,  were  now  English — ^and 
with  the  English  nation  we  were  now  at  war. 
In  like  manner,  the  Batavian  colonies  had  been 
forced  to  submit  to  the  Mistress  of  the  Seas ; 
and  Guiana,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Batavia, 
the  Spice  Islands,  and  all  the  other  foreign  pos- 
sessions of  the  Dtitch,  had  yielded  to  her  con- 
quering power.  All  their  productions  were 
now  Anglican ;  and  we  could  only  obtain  them 
from  or  through  an  enemy. 

Our  own  country  had  been  transformed,  during 
the  last  eight  years,  into  a  situation  exceedingly 
different  from  what  it  had  ever  been  before.  It 
has  taken  many  strides  towards  independence. 
The  soil  has  been  more  profoundly  explored, 
and  found  to  contain  innumerable  and  inval- 
uable production^  which  the  mineralogist  ex- 
amines with  pride,  and  the  economist  turns  to 
profit.  The  forest  and  the  fields  have  been 
proved  to  rear  more  indigenous  plants,  and  to 
be  capable  of  maturing  more  exotic  ones,  than 
any  observer  had  supposed.  And  the  arts, 
trades,  and  manufactures,  which  have  arisen 
among  us,  have  progressed  with  a  thiiftiness  of 
which  I  can  cite  you  no  example. 


Mr.  M.  then  took  a  survey  of  the  three  great 
purposes  intended  to  be  furthered  by  the  duties 
on  imported  merchandise.  The  first  of  these 
was  the  collection  of  money  for  the  Treasoiy ; 
the  second,  was  the  countervailing  of  other  iia> 
tions,  by  accommodating  our  duty  to  theirs; 
and  the  third  was  to  protect  oar  infant  and 
growing  manufactures.  He  contended  that  the 
mode  proposed  by  the  bill  now  before  the 
House  was  very  imperfect  in  all  these  relatioiu. 
It  was  unskilfully  devised.  It  did  not  coataiD 
those  evidences  of  care  and  sagacity  that  oo^t 
to  beam  in  every  feature.  He  was  not  wiUinff 
to  legislate  in  this  way — by  a  hop,  step^  and 
a  jump.  He  wished  the  tariff  to  be  vanedin 
such  a  manner  as  to  suit  the  actual  state  of 
things,  and  the  existing  condition  of  society  and 
business.  With  such  vast  changes  in  the  com- 
mercial and  manufacturing  dcpartanenta,  both 
at  home  and  abroad,  who  could  reconcile  him- 
self to  a  regulation,  now  antiquated,  and  differ- 
ingalmost  toto  ealo^  from  the  real  denderaUm, 

Double  duties  on  articles  where  great  value 
was  united  to  small  bulk,  as  in  watches  of  gold 
and  silver,  and  in  precious  stones,  pearls  and 
jeweliy  of  all  kinds,  might  be  an  inducemeat  to 
smuggling.  Already  we  know  the  temptation 
was  too  great  to  be  resisted  under  the  present 
duties,  and  if  they  were  augmented  to  the 
amount  proposed,  what  evasions  might  not  be 
feared? 

Mr.  Bleeossr. — ^Mr.  Speaker :  I  was  happj 
to  observe  on  Saturday  that  the  vote  of  the  ma- 
jority was  not  so  uniform  on  this  bill  as  usual 
This  circumstance  very  much  fortifies  the  arga- 
ments  urged  against  it  on  this  dde  of  the  House, 
and  proves  that  the  opposition  cannot  be  ^efe^ 
red  merely  to  the  spirit  of  party.  Indeed,  sir, 
the  objections  to  the  increase  of  duty  contem- 
plated by  this  bill  are  so  palpable  and  obviou 
to  my  mind,  that  I  still  hope  it  wiU  not  finaDy 
pass.  It  wdl  be  unequal  and  unfair  in  its  ope- 
ration in  many  respects.  It  will  give  a  vast 
advantage  to  the  merdiants  who  now  have 
goods  on  hand  over  those  whose  goods  are  not 
yet  in  the  country,  and  which  will  be  imported 
after  the  passage  of  this  bill.  The  additional 
duty  will  by  the  former  be  added  to  the  jHice 
of  the  goods,  and  thus  an  enormous  profit  will 
be  given  them.  But  this  is  comparatively  a 
minor  consideration.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  sir, 
that  we  have  not  a  fair,  just^  and  equal  system 
of  internal  taxation,  judiciously  devised,  with  a 
wise  reference  to  the  feelings  and  temper  of  the 
people.  Bnt^  in  all  our  late  plans  and  schemes, 
we  appear  to  go  on  without  any  refereooeatall 
to  the  temper  and  feelings  of  the  peopkb  A 
revenue  derived  altogether  from  duties  on  im- 
ports must  always  be  unequal  in  its  operation 
on  different  parts  of  the  country,  and  different 
classes  of  tiie  community.  There  will  be  dis- 
tricts of  the  country — ^there  will  be  whole 
States— in  which  manufactures  will  be  carried 
on  to  a  great  extent ;  while  other  parts  of  the 
country,  and  other  States,  have  few  or  no  man- 
ufactoresL    In  this  respect  tiiere  will  be  a  m- 
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rionsinequalitj  between  manafaotnring  and  non- 
mannfacturing  States.  Again,  sir,  it  is  said 
that  the  duty  will  be  paid  bj  the  oonsnmer. 
But  it  is  not  invariably  true  that  the  consumer 
pays  the  daty.  The  whole  of  it  is  sometimes 
paid  by  the  oonsnmer ;  it  is  sometimes  divided 
between  the  importer  and  consumer,  and  not 
nnfreqnently  falls  alto^ther  on  the  importer. 
This  depends  on  a  vanety  of  circumstances — 
principally  the  state  of  the  market.  When  the 
market  is  overstocked,  a  great  portion  of  it 
must  £a11  on  the  merchant.  There  must  often 
be  in  this  country  a  state  of  things  which  ren- 
ders it  difficult  or  impossible  to  add  the  amount 
of  the  duty  to  the  price  of  the  commodity. 
What  the  state  of  things,  and  what  the  market 
will  be  during  the  war,  for  which  this  revenue 
is  to  be  provided,  it  is  difficult  t<^  foresee ;  for 
what  sort  of  a  war  we  are  to  have,  no  one  can 
telL  It  will  perhaps  be  another  anomaly  fur- 
nished by  American  politics.  I  believe,  how- 
ever, by  the  way,  that  gentlemen,  who  expect 
much  of  *^  the  pride,  pomp,  and  circumstance  of 
glorious  war,"  will  be  much  disappointed. 

But,  sir,  admitting  with  the  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side,  that  the  additional  duty  provided  by 
this  bill  will  be  paid  by  the  consumers  of  im- 
ported articles,  if  the  consumption  is  much  more 
in  one  part  of  the  country  than  in  another,  the 
burdens  of  the  war  will  be  imposed  very  une- 
qually and  unjustly.  Now  it  was  proved  to  de- 
monstration by  the  intelligent  and  accurate  gen- 
tleman from  Oonnecticat,  (Mr.  Pitein,)  that  the 
consumption  of  imported  elides  is  much  great- 
er in  one  section  of  the  country  than  in  the 
other.  His  statement  and  arguments  on  tiiis 
subject  have  not  been  denied.  Indeed,  the 
candid  and  honorable  gentleman  who  advocated 
this  bill  on  Saturday,  (Mr.  Bibb,)  admitted  that 
it  would  not  operate  equally.  It  will  impose 
the  burdens  of  the  war  on  the  Atlantic,  the 
commercial,  States.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  many 
imported  articles  are  consumed  in  every  part 
of  the  Union.  Tea  and  coffee,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Smilie)  told  us,  are  used 
in  the  Western  country.  But  the  great  consump- 
tion of  foreign  goods  is  in  the  Atlantic  States ; 
and,  more  than  anywhere  else,  in  the  North- 
eastern section,  the  most  commercial  States. 

I  know,  sir,  that  this  topic  is  regarded  by 
many  gentlemen  as  ungracious  and  invidious. 
But  legislating  as  we  are  for  a  confederated 
Republic,  it  is  worse  than  idle  not  to  regard  tlie 
character,  situation,  and  interest  of  the  people, 
in  the  several  sections  of  the  Union;  and  I  ask 
gentlemen  who  are  so  ardent  in  the  war,  whose 
bosoms  seem  to  glow  with  patriotic  fire,  is  it 
just  and  fair  to  abandon  the  internal  taxes  and 
impose  so  much  of  the  burden  of  the  war  upon 
the  people  of  the  Northern  and  Eastern  States, 
the  mcgority  of  whom  are  known  to  be  opposed 
to  it;  whose  hearts  and  souls  are  not  In  the 
business;  who  are  driven,  and  dragged,  and 
forced  into  a  war,  in  which  thev  will  go  with 
you  no  further,  nor  any  longer,  than  a  patriotic 
obedience  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the 


country  requires;  a  war  which  they  consider 
unwise,  impolitic,  inexpedient,  and  ruinous ;  a 
war  which  must  annihilate  their  commerce; 
that  commerce  to  which  they  owe  their  rapid 
progress  in  population,  in  the  arts  of  civilized 
life,  in  knowledge,  in  literature,  in  all  that 
adorns  and  makes  society  valuable  and  inter- 
esting ?  From  this  people,  in  such  a  war,  you 
have  little  to  expect.  While  we  are  talking  of 
the  protection  of  commerce  and  the  violation 
of  neutral  rights,  they  see  us  adopt  the  most 
effectual  means  to  destroy  all  their  commerce. 

Another  objection  of  no  little  importance, 
that  has  been  urged  against  this  bill,  is  its  ten- 
dency to  promote  smuggling.  Before  the  re- 
strictive system,  which,  however  well  meant  by 
many,  has  proved  so  inefficacious  and  ruinous, 
we  had  in  this  country  a  system  of  commercial 
morals,  of  which  we  had  much  reason  to  boast. 
Such  was  the  purity  and  fairness  of  the  mer- 
cantile character  that  in  no  other  country  in 
the  world  was  the  revenue  arising  from  duties 
on  imports  so  punctually  paid,  so  easily  and 
cheaply  collected,  and  with  the  aid  of  so  few 
officers.  But  the  unfortunate  policy  adopted 
in  1806  has  destroyed  the  purity  and  elevation 
of  commercial  morals.  Evasions  and  violations 
of  the  laws  are  no  longer  disreputable.  And 
what,  sir,  must  be  the  situation  of  a  country  in 
which  a  constant  evasion  and  open  violation  of 
the  laws  are  not  reprobated  by  public  sentiment. 
The  moral  and  patriotic  observer  will  see  with 
pain  and  mortification  that  we  are  about  to  add 
to  the  temptations  to  increase  the  stimulus  to 
evasions  and  violations  of  the  laws,  still  more 
to  debase  and  degrade  the  commercial  character 
of  the  country. 

There  is,  sir,  another  important  view  of  the 
subject  before  us  at  this  moment.  The  increase 
of  the  duty,  a  reliance  upon  the  impost  as  the 
means  of  supporting  the  war,  in  connection 
with  the  abandonment  of  the  internal  taxes, 
affords  an  instructive  practical  lesson  on  the 
nature  of  ouy  Government.  It  teaches  you  that 
it  is  unfit  for  the  purposes  of  foreign  and  offen- 
sive war.  K  gentlemen  are  now  afraid  to  im- 
pose the  taxes,  they  must  believe  that  the  peo- 
ple vnll  not  bear  them.  And,  indeed,  sir,  few 
cases  will  occur  in  which  the  people  will  sub- 
mit to  support  the  burdens  of  an  offensive  war. 
Seldom  wUl  the  Government  be  able  to  carry 
on  such  a  war.  But,  sir,  the  conduct  of  those 
gentlemen  of  the  majority  who  are  for  imposing 
additional  duties  and  abandoning  the  taxes, 
proves  another  thing.  If,  when  they  have  just 
entered  upon  the  war,  they  hesitate,  and  are 
afraid  to  exact  of  the  people  the  means  neces- 
sary to  carry  it  on,  they  must  be  conscious  that 
the  war  is  not  so  popular  as  they  have  imagin- 
ed, for  if  the  people  are  so  hearty  in  the  busi- 
ness as  gentlemen  have  professed  to  believe,  if 
they  think  the  war  a  wise,  politic,  and  necessary 
measure,  they  cannot  be  unwilling  to  be  taxed  a 
little  for  its  support. 

"Mr,  Bbioham. — Mr.  Speaker,  the  protection 
and  the  regulation  of  commerce  has  become  a 
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prime  object  of  legislation.  This  bill  provides 
for  the  doubling  of  the  dnties  on  all  imported 
merchandise. 

Sir,  the  restrictive  system  has  operated  very 
severely  on  the  commercial  part  of  the  commu- 
nity— ^it  has  been  the  source  of  much  complaint. 
The  commercial  class  of  our  fellow-citizens  have 
been  oppressed ;  they  have  been  impoverished 
by  the  policy  of  their  own  Government,  and 
they  have  been  soliciting  their  rulers  for  relief. 
They  complained  of  the  first  embargo ;  what  did 
they  get  ?  why,  non-intercourse.  They  com- 
plained of  the  non-intercourse,  and  you  soon 
gave  them  non-importation ;  when  they  com- 
plained of  the  non-importation,  they  had,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  evil  complained  of,  a  seoond  em- 
bargo. They  then  complained  and  prayed  for 
the  repeal  of  both  these  laws,  and  you  have 
given  them  ^  declaration  of  war — an  open  war 
against  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  the  dependencies  thereof. 
Thev  complain  of  this  war,  and  you  give  them 
double  duties  on  all  imported  merchandise. 

Sir,  commerce,  and  the  regulation  of  com- 
merce, have  become  the  Alpha  and  the  Omega ; 
it  is  the  cause  of  war — ^it  is  the  professed  ob- 
ject and  end  of  war ;  and  by  this  bill,  you  are 
maldng  provision  for  this  very  class  of  citizens, 
who  have  been  thus  complaining,  oppressed  and 
impoverished,  to  support  the  war  by  paying 
double  duties. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  increase  of  impost  is  a  tax 
which,  in  my  opinion,  will  operate  unjustly  and 
unequally.  It  is  imposing  a  heavier  burden  on 
the  Eastern  and  Northern,  than  on  the  Southern 
and  Western  States. 

The  former  are  under  the  necessity  of  import- 
ing and  of  consuming  more  of  the  foreign  manu- 
factures, than  the  Southern  States;  and  though 
they  are  a  hardy  rac«,  they  are  not  able  to  en- 
counter the  severities  and  rigors  of  the  Northern 
winters  without  a  much  greater  quantity  of 
dothing  than  is  necessary  for  the  people  in  the 
Southern  climates. 

Sir,  the  people  in  the  Eastern  States  have  been 
reduced  in  their  supplies ;  they  have  not  been 
able  to  carry  on  their  ordinary  domestic  manu- 
&ctures  for  want  of  the  necessary  means  to  pre- 
pare the  crude  article  for  manufsicture ;  and 
during  this  long  session  they  have  been  memo- 
rializing Congress,  and  praying  that  they  might 
be  allowed  to  import  the  article  of  wire,  and  of 
such  size  as  is  not  manufactured  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  States,  for  the  making  of 
cards,  necessary  to  prepare  cotton  and  wool  for 
the  making  of  doth ;  but  they  have  not  been 
permitted.  Many  have  solicited  Congress  for 
leave  to  import  such  ffoods  and  merchandise  as 
were  ordered  and  paid  for  before  the  issuing  of 
the  President's  proclamation  m  November, 
1810;  but  without  success. 

Mr.  PoTTEB  was  in  fevor  of  a  recommitment, 
but  for  other  reasons  than  those  assigned  by 
the  mover.  He  wished  it  referred,  to  give  an 
opportunity  to  ascertain  the  sentiments  of 
the  House  on  the  subject  of  the  repeal,  or  the 


partial  suspension,  of  the  present  non-impofta- 
tion  act. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  had  found  more  pleasure  in  tlH\ 
pursuit  of  many  of  the  things  of  this  worid,  than 
in  the  possession  of  them ;  and  he  found  it,  in 
some  measure,  so  with  those  who  had  been  veiy 
zealous  in  the  pursuit  of  war.  They  app<med  to 
him  to  have  taken  more  pleasure  in  tiie  poniut 
of  their  favorite  object,  than  in  the  eijoymentof 
it ;  and  he  was  not  sorry  to  see  that  the  var 
spirit  had  already  began  to  evaporate,  and  the 
cold  calculating  spirit  so  mnch  reprobated  at 
the  commencement  of  this  session,  becominf 
more  fashionable. 

Mr.  P.  had  been  induct  to  believe  from  the 
zealous  patriotism  displayed  this  session,  that 
this  was  to  be  a  fighting,  and  not  a  trading  war ; 
that  those  who  had  so  generously  pledged  their 
lives  in  support  of  the  preeoit  war,  would  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  fighting,  and  that  those 
who  had  in  the  same  manner  pledged  their  for- 
tunes in  support  of  any  measure  adopted  by  the 
Administration,  would  have  an  opportunity  of 
paying. 

Mr.  P.  thought  we  had  commenced  this  war 
for  the  protection  of  onr  commerce  and  the  en- 
couragement of  our  manu&ctories,  and  not  for 
the  purpose  of  extending  the  commeroe  and  en- 
couraging the  manufiiotories  of  Great  Britain; 
as  by  this  war,  with  the  partial  importation  act, 
(contemplated  for  the  pnrpose  of  revenue,)  ve 
at  once  destroy  our  own  commerce,  by  placing 
in  the  hands  of  the  English  the  greatest  part 
we  have  at  sea,  leaving  the  remainder  uaeAm^ 
to  rot  at  our  wharves.  We  destroy  our  mann- 
factories  of  cotton  by  the  strange  selection,  in 
our  partial  importation  act  We  give  to  G^vat 
Britain  advantages  in  this  war,  that  she  has  not 
enloyed  in  time  of  peace.  We  surrender  to  her 
what  many  say  she  has  been  contending  for-* 
the  commerce  of  the  world — by  giving  her  an 
opportunity  of  supplying  us  with  her  merchan- 
dise under  the  flag  of  her  friends;  and,  in  the 
first  onset  of  this  war,  implicitly  a^nowkdge 
our  dependence  upon  them  ;  that  we  cannot  do 
without  their  manufactures  to  clothe  the  nation, 
nor  without  their  commerce,  to  raise  a  revenne 
to  carry  on  the  war.  Mr.  P.  aaid,  if  he  had 
been  in  favor  of  this  war,  it  would  have  been 
painful  to  him  to  be  compelled  to  acknowledge 
that  the  people  in  this  country,  who  pretended 
to  sigh  so  much  for  war,  would  not  bear  the 
least  privations,  or  consent  in  any  event  to  pay 
taxes,  but  must  depend  upon  their  enemy  to 
clothe  them,  and  to  fhmish  them  with  an  indi- 
rect commerce  to  raise  a  revenue  to  fight  them 
with.  Mr.  P.  said  a  war  thus  carried  on  mnaT 
be  without  an  object— very  minous  to  this 
country  and  of  long  duration ;  for,  if  Great  Brit- 
fun  can  send  her  manufkotoree  into  the  United 
States  at  hi^  prices,  and  purchase  our  prodnoe 
almost  at  her  own  price,  and  be  the  ezdnave 
carrier,  both  ways,  in  her  own  ships,  under  the 
fiag  of  neutrals  entirely  under  her  oootrd ;  she 
can  have  no  object  in  making  peace. 

Mr.  P.  said  if  the  nonrimpartation  aet  abodU 
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be  repealed  or  suspended  in  part  agreeable  to 
the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
we  are  to  have  a  trading  war,  we  shall  have  a 
revenue  snffioient  to  answer  all  oar  pnrpoees, 
without  increasing  our  duties  at  all,  as  we  can 
disband  our  army  and  reduce  our  expenses,  as 
the  difference  of  expense  between  a  trading  and 
a  fighting  war  will  be  so  great  that  the  present 
rate  of  duties  will  answer  all  our  purposes ;  but, 
if  the  non-importation  act  should  not  be  repeal- 
ed or  suspended,  we  shall  have  no  importations 
of  importance  for  the  double  duties  to  operate 
upon;  for,  if  you  double  your  duties  under 
such  circumstances,  by  which  you  raise  one 
million  of  doUars,  what  is  the  operation  upon 
the  consumer  ?  Allowing,  which  is  certainly 
the  jpact^  that  the  whole  amount  of  goods  in  the 
oountiy  at  this  time  is  equal  to  one  year's  im- 
portation, which  would  have  given  the  Gov- 
ernment a  revenue  of  at  least  fifteen  millions  of 
dolltfs,  the  present  holder  of  the  ffoods  in  this 
country  will  immediately  add  the  double  duties 
to  his  present  price,  which  will  be  increased  in 
consequence  of  the  war ;  so  thsl  the  consumers 
will  have  to  pay  the  present  holders  of  the 
ffoods  now  in  this  country  at  least  fifteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  of  which  the  Government's  ob» 
taining  one  million  of  dollars  on  future  import- 
ations, you  compel  the  consumer  to  pay  at  least 
sixteen. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  would  for  a  moment  examine 
the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 
the  subject  of  revenue^  recommending  a  par- 
tiid  suspension  of  the  present  non-importation 
act.  He  calculates  that,  by  doubling  ue  duties 
on  such  partial  importation,  allowing  that  we 
should  import  only  half  as  much  from  Great 
Britain  in  time  of  war  as  in  peace,  that  tiie 
dunes  would  amount  to  the  same.  Here  again, 
you  have  no  mercy  on  the  consumers ;  as  the 
operation  in  the  first  place  will  be  to  give  Great 
Britain  double  her  prices  for  her  goods,  on 
which  the  Government  gets  doable  duties, 
all  which  is  to  be  paid  by  the  consumer,  when 
the  price  of  his  produce  is  to  decrease  in  much 
the  same  proportion. 

Mr.  P.  had  heard  much,  on  former  occasions, 
about  the  encouragement  of  our  manufactories, 
and,  although  he  never  was  himself  for  encour- 
aging them  at  the  expense  of  the  farmer,  or  the 
depression  of  our  commerce,  yet  he  could  but 
lament  that,  after  the  commercial  spirit  of  the 
country  was  almost  broken  down,  and  many  of 
our  commercial  and  seafaring  citizens  had  been 
compelled  to  quit  their  former  employment  and 
resort  to  manufiicturing  for  tiie  support  of  their 
&milies,  that  the  labor  of  that  valuable  class  of 
citizens  were  next  to  be  assailed ;  for,  in  exam- 
ining the  bill  on  our  tables,  in  consequence  of 
the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  re- 
commending the  partial  importation,  what  will 
be  the  effect  upon  the  cotton  factories  f  All 
cotton  cloth  under  fifteen  pence  and  over  three 
ehillings  per  square  yard,  prime  cost,  is  to  be 
prohibited,  and  all  between  these  two  prices  are 
to  be  imported,  so  that  the  quality  aimo8t  ex- 


clusively manufactured,  and  in  general  use  in 
this  country,  is  to  be  permitted. 

Mr.  P.  thought  this  a  very  left-handed  way 
of  encoura^ng  the  manufactures  of  this  country ; 
but  it  seems  as  though  every  consideration  in 
time  of  war  as  well  as  peace,  is  to  be  sacrificed 
for  the  purpose  of  collecting  money  from  the  peo- 
ple in  a  manner  the  most  likely  for  them  to  re- 
maiu  in  ignorance  of  the  burdens  that  the  Gov- 
ernment imposes  upon  them. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  RAJn)0LFH 
to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  words 
"  one  hundred  "  before  the  words  "  per  centum  " 
in  the  first  section ;  and  the  question  thereon 
being  taken,  it  was  determined  in  the  neg- 
ative— yeas  60,  nays  75. 

Satubdat,  June  27. 

Ndturalieatian  Law, 
Mr.  Laoook  said  that  he  shquld  not  offer  any 
subject  for  the  consideration  of  the  House 
at  tills  late  stage  of  the  session,  had  he  not  been 
convinced  the  subject  was  sucn  as  required  the 
immediate  interposition  of  Congress.  It  would 
be  found,  by  an  examination  of  the  naturaliza- 
tion laws,  that,  after  the  declaration  of  war 
with  Great  Britain,  the  courts  were  prohibited 
from  naturalizing  any  foreigners,  although  they 
might  have  regi^red  their  names  and  resided 
in  the  country  during  the  probationary  period 
required  by  law.  To  these  persons,  it  appeared, 
the  Government  was  pledged,  and  the  change 
of  the  relation  between  the  two  countries,  did 
not  lessen  the  obligation  the  Government  was 
under  to  redeem  that  pledge,  and  admit  those 
persons  to  the  rights  of  citizens.  It  would, 
moreover,  be  recollected  that,  by  the  State  laws, 
those  persons  were  made  subject  to  perform 
militia  duty,  and  that,  as  volunteers,  or  other- 
wise, they  would  compose  a  part  of  our  Army; 
and,  perhaps,  while  in  this  situation,  might  be 
taken  and  punished  as  traitors  by  their  Govern- 
ment. No  apprehension  of  danger  could  be  en- 
tertained by  tiieir  admission  to  the  rights  of 
citizens.  They  were,  most  of  them,  attached 
stron^y  to  our  Government,  and  sought  this 
country  as  an  asylum  from  oppression,  &c.  He 
was,  by  these  considerations,  induced  to  offer 
the  following  resolution : 

"  Resolved,  That  a  oommittee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  tiie  expediency  of  so  amending  the  nat- 
uralization laws  of  the  United  States  as  to  admit  to 
the  rights  of  cidzensbip  such  aliens  as  hare  emigrat- 
ed from  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  and  her  dependencies  to  the  United  States 
or  her  Territories  prerions  to  the  eighteenth  day  of 
June,  1812,  and  toat  the  committee  have  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  Messrs. 
Laoook,  Emoti,  and  Tbotjp,  were  appointed  a 
oommittee  accordingly. 
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Monday,  July  6. 
Adj(nim7nent 

A  message  from  tlie  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  concurred  in  the 
resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  inform  him  of  the  proposed  recess 
of  Congress ;  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  did,  this  day,  approve  and  sign  "  An  act 
respecting  the  pay  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States ;"  and  that  the  Senate,  having  completed 
the  legislative  husiness  before  them,  are  ready 
to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Newtoit,  from  the  committee  appointed 


to  wdt  on  the  President  of  the  United  States 
and  inform  him  of  the  proposed  recess  of  Con- 
gress, reported  that  the  committee  had  per- 
formed that  service,  and  that  the  President  an- 
swered, that  he  had  no  fnrther  comniiiiucation 
to  make. 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate to  inform  them  that  this  House,  having  com- 
plete the  business  before  them,  are  now  ready 
to  a^oum ;  and  that  the  clerk  do  go  with  the 
said  message. 

The  derk  accordingly  went  with  the  aaid 
message ;  and,  havidg  returned,  the  Speaker  ad- 
journed the  House  until  the  first  Monday  in 
November  next. 
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Wednesday,  April  1, 1812. 

A  eonfldential  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Coles, 
.  his  Secretary;  which  he  delivered  in  at  the 
Speaker's  table:  Whereupon,  the  House  was 
cleared  of  all  persons  except  the  Members,  Clerk, 
Sergeant-at-Arms,  and  Doorkeeper,  and  the 
doors  were  closed. 

The  Message  was  then  read  at  the  Clerk's 
table,  and  is  as  follows  : 

To  the  Senate  and  Haute  of 

Hbpreeentativea  of  the  United  States : 
Considering  it  as  expedient,  under  ezigting  circum- 
Btanoes  and  prospects,  that  a  general  embargo  be 
laid  on  aU  vessels  now  in  port,  or  hereafter  arriving, 
for  the  period  of  sixty  days,  I  recommend  the  im- 
mediate passage  of  a  law  to  that  effect 

JAMES  MADISON. 
April  1.  1812. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pobteb,  the  Message  was 
referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  that 
part  of  the  President's  Message  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  which  relates  to  For- 
eign Kelations. 

And,  after  a  short  lapse  of  time,  Mr.  Pobteb, 
from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  above-cited  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  presented  a 
bill  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels 
in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  fo  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  to-day. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  said  bill ; 
and, 

Mr.  Boyd  then  moved  to  amend  it  by  striking 


out  of  the 'first  section  sixty  days,  end  insert 
one  hundred  and  twenty  days.  He  said  a  gen- 
tleman declared  the  measure  to  be  a  precursor 
to  war— the  time  will  be  much  too  short  for 
the  great  amount  of  American  property  now 
abroad  to  return ;  tlje  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Setbebt  viewed  the  subject  as  of  vast 
importance ;  he  considered  that  the  proportion 
came  to  the  House  in  a  very  questionable 
shape ;  he  wanted  information,  and  he  called 
upon  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  to 
say  whether  it  is  to  be  considered  as  a  peace 
measure  or  a  precursor  to  war. 

Mr.  Gbtjndy  (one  of  the  committee)  said  he 
was  willing  to  answer  the  very  proper  inquiry 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
Sbybbbt,)  that  he  understands  it  as  a  war 
measure,  and  it  is  meant  that  it  shall  lead  di- 
rectly to  it ;  that  with  any  other  view  there 
can  be  no  propriety  in  it ;  as  a  peace  measure, 
he  had  no  idea  that  the  President  wonlA  have 
recommended  itnor  would  the  cominittee  ba^a 
agreed  to  it.  He  hoped  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  would  now  be  satisfied,  and  pre- 
pare his  mind  to  vote  for  it 

Mr.  McEeb  objected  to  the  last  section,  on 
account  of  the  penalties  which  it  proposed, 
which  he  considered  altogether  unimportant, 
as  it  is  to  be  a  precursor  to  war,  it  being  merely 
precautionary  and  for  a  short  time.  He  made 
some  other  inquiries  respecting  the  section,  and 
why  such  provisions  were  in  it 

Mr.  Pobteb  said  the  bill  was  draughted  ac- 
cording to  the  wishes  and  directions  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  ^N>w  said  the  subject  bef(«re  the  com- 
mittee ought  to  be  considered  of  very  great  im- 
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portance.  If,  as  some  gentlemen  say,  it  is  a 
precursor  to  war,  there  were  some  very  serious 
questions  to  be  asked — ^What  is  the  situation  of 
our  fortresses?  What  is  the  situation  pf  our 
country  generally  ?  He  would  answer,  they  are 
defenceless,  particularly  the  fortifications  in 
New  York,  which  are  unmanned  and  unarmed. 
He  said  this  fact  appeared  by  a  letter  now  in 
possession  of  a  member  of  the  House,  which 
has  very  lately  been  received  from  Judge  Liv- 
ingston, of  New  York.  Mr.  S.  said,  that  to  try 
the  question  whether  we  will  now  lay  an  em- 
bargo, he  moved  that  the  first  section  of  the  bill 
be  stj^ken  out. 

Mr.  Clay  (the  Spkakeb)  then  warmly  express- 
ed lus  satLsfaotion  and  full  approbation  of  the 
Message,  and  the  proposition  now  before  the 
Committee.  He  approved  of  it  because  it  is  to 
be  viewed  as  a  direct  precursor  to  war.  He 
did  not  wi^  upon  this  oocasion  to  hear  of  the 
opinion  of  Brockholst  Livingston  or  any  other 
man.  No  gentleman  can  question  the  pro- 
priety of  the  proposition.  Gentlemen  who  said 
so  much  about  the  want  of  preparation  are  not 
for  war.  He  considered  this  a  war  measure, 
and  as  such  he  should  discuss  it.  Sir,  said  Mr.  C, 
after  the  pledges  we  have  made,  and  the  stand 
we  have  taken,  are  we  now  to  cover  ourselves 
with  shame  and  indelible  disgrace  by  retreat- 
ing from  the  measures  and  grounds  we  have 
taken?  He  then  stated  our  measures,  our 
pledges,  and  the  great  injuries  and  abuses  we 
nave  received.  He  said,  what  would  disgrace 
an  individual  under  certain  circumstances  would 
digrace  a  nation.  And  what  would  you  think 
of  one  individual  who  had  thus  conducted  to 
another,  and  should  then  retreat?  He  did  not 
think  we  were  upon  this  occasion  in  the  least 
embarrassed  by  the  conduct  of  France  in  burn- 
ing our  vessels ;  that  may  be  a  subject  of  future 
consideration.  We  have  complete  evidence  as 
to  the  enemy  whom  we  have  selected.  As  weak 
and  imbecile  as  we  are,  we  would  combine 
France  if  necessary.  He  said  there  was  no  in- 
trinsic difiSculty  or  terror  in  the  war:  there 
was  no  terror  except  what  arises  from  the 
novelty.  Where  are  we  to  come  in  contact  with 
onr  enemy  ?  On  our  own  continent.  If  gen- 
tlemen please  to  call  these  sentiments  Quixotic, 
he  would  say  he  pitied  them  for  their  sense  of 
honor.  We  know  no  pains  have  been  spared  to 
▼illify  the  Government.  If  we  now  proceed  we 
shall  be  supported  by  the  people.  Many  of  our 
people  have  not  believed  that  war  is  to  take 
place.  They  have  been  wilfhlly  blinded.  He 
was  willing  to  ^ve  them  further  notice.  It  re- 
mains for  us  to  say  whether  we  will  shrink  or 
follow  up  the  patriotic  conduct  of  the  President 
As  an  American  and  a  member  of  this  House, 
he  felt  a  pride  that  the  Executive  had  recom- 
mended this  measure. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  he  was  so  impressed  with 
the  importance  of  the  subject  and  the  solemnity 
of  the  occasion,  that  he  coald  not  be  silent.  Sir, 
Said  Mr.  B.,  we  are  now  in  conclave ;  the  eyes 
of  the  surrounding  world  are  not  upon  us.  We 
Vou  IV.^S5 


are  shut  up  here  from  the  light  of  Heaven ;  but 
the  eyes  of  God  are  upon  us.  He  knows  the 
spirit  of  our  minds.  Shall  we  deliberate  upon 
this  subject  with  the  spirit  of  sobriety  and  can- 
dor, or  with  that  spirit  which  has  too  often 
characterized  our  discussions  upon  occasions 
like  the  present  ?  We  ought  to  realize  that  we 
are  in  the  presence  of  that  God  who  knows  our 
thoughts  and  motives,  and  to  whom  we  must 
hereafter  render  an  account  for  the  deeds  done 
in  the  body.  He  hoped  the  spirit  of  party  and 
every  improper  passion  would  be  exorcised,  that 
our  hearts  might  be  as  pure  and  clean  as  fall  to 
the  lot  of  human  nature. 

He  was  confident  in  declaring  that  this  was 
not  a  measure  of  the  Executive— that  it  was 
engendered  by  an  extensive  excitement  upon 
the  Executive.  He  agreed  with  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Setbebt)  that  it  comes 
to  us  in  a  very  questiondble  shape^  or  rather  in 
an  unqttestionable  shape — ^whose  ever  measure 
it  is,  the  people  of  the  United  States  will  con- 
sider it  as  a  subterftige  for  war ;  as  a  retreat 
from  the  battle.  We  some  years  ago  resolved 
that  we  must  have  trar,  embargo^  or  tubmission 
— ^we  have  not  had  war  or  submitted — we  must 
therefore  have  embargo.  It  appears  to  be  lim- 
ited to  sixty  days ;  at  die  expiration  of  that  time 
will  any  one  say  we  shall  be  prepared  for  war  f 
Sir,  we  are  in  the  situation  of  a  debtor  who 
promises  to  pay  his  note  at  the  bank  in  sixty 
days— we  shaU  prolong  the  time  sixty  iaya, 
and  sixty  days  alter  tint,  until  deferred  hope 
makes  the  heart  sick.  He  would  tell  the  honor- 
able Speaker  that,  at  the  end  of  sixty  days,  we 
G^all  not  have  war,  and  the  reason  is,  the  Ex- 
ecutive dare  not  plunge  the  nation  into  a  war 
in  our  unprepared  state. 

Mr.  Boyd,  of  New  Jersey,  said,  while  he  ad- 
mitted l^e  fire  and  spirit  of  the  honorable 
Speaker,  he  thought  he  would  do  well  to  be 
considerate.  He  asked  whether  we  were  pre- 
pared to  assul  our  enemy,  or  repel  her  attacks? 
He  asked,  whether  it  is  wise  in  an  unarmed  na- 
tion, as  we  are,  to  commence  hostilities  against 
one  so  completely  prepared  ? 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  was 
lost— ayes  86,  noj^  70. 

Mr.  Setbebt  said,  that  in  voting  for  the  sev- 
eral important  measures  which  Congress  have^ 
agreed  to  this  session,  he  felt  himself  pledged  to 
go  to  war;  that  he  was  in  favor  of  an  embargo 
as  a  precautionary  measure  and  precursor  to 
war.  When  we  voted  for  the  twenty-five  thou»- 
sand  men  he  supposed  the  Executive  intended 
war — but  he  has  now  such  information  from  a 
friend  in  whom  he  confides,  as  leads  him  to  be- 
lieve tiiat  offensive  operations  are  not  meant. 
We  ought  to  be  better  prepared  before  .we  en- 
gage in  war.  He  had  observed  in  the  Balti- 
more papers  that  the  British  have  ordered  a 
squadron  and  twenty  thousand  men  for  onr  coast 

Mr.  Shilis  expressed  his  surprise  at  the  ob- 
servations of  his  friend  Mid  colleague :  he  did 
not  know  from  what  quarter  lie  had  obtaiaed 
his  infoxmation,  that  the-  President  does  not 
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mean  war.  Does  be  believe  be  bas  all  tbis 
time  been  deceiying  the  Legislature  ?  He  bad 
beard  but  one  sentiment  from  tbe  President, 
wbicb  is,  that  toe  must  make  v>ar  unless  Great 
Britain  relents.  Tbe  President  bad  alwajs  sup- 
posed that  tbe  embargo  must  precede  war — ^tbe 
only  diference  bas  been  as  to  tbe  time,  wbicb 
bas  been  finally  compromised.  Tbe  embargo 
is  intended  as  a  war  measure.  He  would  assure 
bis  colleague  it  was  intended  by  boUi  tbe  Ez- 
ecutiye  and  tbe  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. Tbat  being  now  up,  be  would  observe 
that,  at  tbe  beginning  of  tbe  session,  be  was  not 
so  warm  for  war  as  many  were,  but  be  was  for 
commercial  restrictions.  He  was  not  for  tbe 
twenty.five  thousand  men;  but  as  the  House 
have  determined  otherwise  be  would  now  go  to 
war — ^if  we  now  recede  we  shall  be  a  reproach 
among  all  nations. 

Hr.  Seybebt  then  said,  tbat  his  intention  was 
to  resist  seriously  Great  Britain ;  be  would  be 
plain;  but  be  was  not  for  going  to  war  unpre- 
pared. When  the  bill  for  raising  tbe  twenty- 
nve  thousand  men  was  before  the  House,  it  was 
then  declared  to  be  aocordinff  to  the  wishes  of 
tbe  Secretary  at  War — since  wiat  time  the  Sec- 
retary has  said  it  was  not  bis  wish,  from  which 
be  concluded  it  was  not  the  wish  of  the  Presi- 
dent. 

Mr.  Randolph  proposed  to  read,  from  memo- 
randa in  his  possession,  of  what  occurred  in  tbe 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  and  a  confer- 
ence between  them  and  tbe  Secretary  of  State; 
which  was  objected  to. 

Mr.  Bassbit  (Chairman)  conddered  it  in 
order. 

Mr.  Calhoun  appealed. 

The  Chairman^s  decision  was  confirmed — 
yeas  60. 

Mr.  Randolph  said,  it  will  appear  that  tbe 
embargo  is  not  preparatory  to  war,  tbat  Is  to 
say,  it  was  not  neceiraarily  so,  and  of  course  not 
of  tbe  character  which  tbe  Speaker  bas  con- 
sidered it.  From  bis  minutes  (among  other 
facts)  it  appeared  tbat  Mr.  Monroe  said  to  tbe 
committee  that  the  President  thought  we  ought 
to  declare  war  before  we  a^oam,  unless  Great 
Britidn  recedes,  of  which  uiere  was  no  pros- 
pect. That  there  was  conversation  about  an 
embargo.  Mr.  Monroe  was  asked  by  some  of 
tbe  committee  whether  the  President  would 
recommend  it  by  message ;  be  answered  that  he 
would,  if  be  could  be  assured  it  would  be  ac- 
ceptable to  the  House.  He  also  said  Mr.  Bar-* 
low  bad  been  instructed  to  represent  to  die 
French  Government  our  sense  of  the  iiguries 
received,  and  to  press  upon  thetn  our  demands 
for  reparation — ^that  if  she  refused  us  justice, 
tbe  embargo  would  leave  the  policy  as  respects 
France,  and  indeed  of  both  countries,  in  our 
bands.  He  was  asked  if  any  essential  altera- 
tions would  be  made  within  sixty  days,  in  tbe 
defence  of  our  maritime  frontier  or  seaports  ? 
Mr.  M.  answered  tbat  pretty  considerable  pre- 
parations would  be  made.  He  sidd  New  York 
was  in  a  respectable  state  of  defence,  but  not 


such  as  to  resist  a  formidable  fleet;  but  that  it 
was  not  to  be  expected  that  such  a  kind  of  war 
would  be  carried  on.  It  was  replied  that  we 
must  expect  what  commonly  happens  in  wan 
Mr.  M.  said  that,  although  a  great  distress  and 
injury  might  take  place  in  one  part  of  the  UnioD, 
it  would  not  essentially  affect  the  popnlatioii  or 
resources  of  the  Union  at  large.    As  to  the  prs- 

Sared  state  of  tbe  country,  be  said,  in  case  of  a 
edaration  of  war,  the  President  would  not 
feel  himself  bound  to  take  upon  himself  more 
than  his  share  of  the  responsibility.  Mr.  IL 
said  tbat  the  unprepared  state  of  the  country 
was  tbe  only  reason  why  ulterior  measorei 
should  be  deferred. 

Mr.  R.  then  said  that  the  step  we  are  aboot 
taking  is  too  bi^  a  price  to  pay  for  the  con- 
sistency of  gentlemen  who  think  they  have  sooe 
too  far  to  recede;  it  is  too  expensive  to  IxHster 
them  up  in  this  way.  He  asked  what  will  be 
the  situation  of  this  people  in  sixty  days  ?  Put 
your  note  into  the  bank,  and  see  how  soon  it 
will  be  out.  What  will  be  the  situation  ol  this 
unhappy,  misguided  country  t  What  wodd  it 
have  been  for  sixty,  one  hundred,  or  three  hoo- 
dred  and  sixty-five  days  past  f  He  had  hoped 
not  to  have  seen  tbe  old  story  of  the  dpg  wor- 
rying the  cat,  &c.,  realized.  Are  the  nugoritj', 
in  consequence  of  having  been  goaded  bj  the 
presses,  to  plunge  the  people  into  a  war  bj 
bringing  them  first  to  the  whipping-poet  and 
then  by  exciting  their  n)irit  ?  He  would  assare 
tbe  House  the  spirit  of  the  people  is  not  np  to 
it  at  this  time ;  if  so,  there  would  oe  no  necesa^ 
of  those  provocations  to  excite  this  &lae  spirit 
— ^tbis  kind  of  Dutch  courage.  If  yon  mean 
war,  if  the  ^irit  of  the  coun^  is  up  to  it,  whj 
have  you  been  spending  five  months  in  idle  de- 
bate? 

Messrs.  Gbukdt  and  CALHOTJir  sud  they  were 
not  impressed'  with  a  recollection  of  the  h^ 
wbicb  occurred  before  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations  in  the  same  manner  as  had  been  stated 
by  Mr.  Randolph.  They  did  not  recollect  that 
Mr.  Monroe  said  the  embargo  would  leave  tbe 
policy,  as  respects  both  belligerents,  in  our 
hands. 

Mr.  PoBTBB  add  be  was  in  favor  <^  an  em- 
bargo, as  a  measure  which  ought  to  precede 
war ;  but  it  was  very  important  that  we  abooM 
be  prepared  before  we  commence  war.  Be 
did  not  believe  it  was  possible  to  commeDce  it 
with  safety  within  four  months  from  this  time. 
Such  a  measure  as  an  embargo  would  be  of 
immense  iiyury  to  the  State  of  New  Yoik, 
on  account  of  their  flour  which  has  gone  to 
market. 

Tbe  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bOI 
without  amendment)  and  tbe  question  wa^ 
Shall  it  be  engrossed  for  a  third  rewfing? 

Mr.  QuiNOT  then  moved  tbat  the  iqjunctioii 
of  secrecy  be  taken  off  from  the  proceeding 

Mr.  Pitkin  said  there  was  but  one  preccNteat 
of  an  embargo  being  passed  with  closed  doork 

Tbe  aves  and  noes  were  agreed  to  be  tata 
on  Mr.  QuiNOT^s  motion. 
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Hr.  Wrioht  then  made  a  qnestion  of  order 
on  Mr.  QmNoVs  motion. 

The  Spbakkb  decided  it  was  not  in  order, 
another  question  being  before  the  House. 

Mr.  LiTTLK  then  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, which  he  soon  withdrew. 

Mr.  Stow  then  expressed  his  alarm  and  as- 
tonishment at  the  course  we  are  taking.  He 
said  the  country  was  wholly  unprepared  to 
enter  into  a  war  within  the  time  which  had 
been  mentioned.  He  warned  gentiemen  of  their 
danger,  and  the  ruin  which  tiireatened  our  de- 
fenceless towns.  The  authority  which  he  had 
dted  ought  to  have  more  weight  than  the  hear- 
says of  some  young  members  in  this  House. 
The  elections  of  the  maritime  parts  of  the  conn* 
tjry  will  put  your  places  into  the  possession  of 
your  political  adversaries.  Yon  may  be  assured 
you  tread  on  deceitful  ground.  The  intelligent 
party  of  the  community  at  the  North  are  against 
tiie  war.  There  is  no  calculating  the  injury  it 
will  be  to  the  State  of  New  York. 

Mr.  BassIbtt  spoke  in  &vor  of  the  measure, 
and  respecting  the  ii^urieswe  have  received 
from  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  RoBXBTS  then  moved  for  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Shsffet  called  for  the  ayes  and  noes. 

The  motion  for  the  previous  question  was 
carried — ayes  66,  noes  40. 

The  question  was,  Shall  the  bill  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading  ?— Oarried-— eyes  71,  noes  80. 

The  question  was  then,  on  what  day  shall  it 
be  read? 

Mr.  Gbuvdt  moved  it  be  read  immediately. 

Mr.  Maoon  proposed  to-morrow. 

Mr.  QuiNOT  said  (it  then  being  half-past 
seven  o^dock  in  the  evening)  he  had  not  been 
able  to  take  any  part  in  the  debate ;  tiiat  the 
measure  which  had  been  thus  hurried,  was  ex- 
tremely interesting  to  his  imm/odiate  constitu- 
ents, and  he  was  very  anxious  to  exp^^  his 
sentiments  upon  it — but  he  was  so  fatigued  with 
the  tedious  Bitting,  that  he  was  unable  to  do  it 
this  evening,  and  hoped  the  House  would  in- 
dulge him  until  to-morrow.  He  would  not 
condescend  to  debate  suoh  a  question  in  the 
present  state  of  the  House,  and  he  asked  for  the 
ayes  and  noes  on  Mr.  Maoon's  motion,  which 
were  agreed  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WnjiMMS  said  he  was  desirous  to 
grant  the  request  of  the  gentieman  fh>m  Massa- 
chusetts. It  was  in  his  opinion  a  very  reasona- 
ble one.-  The  deportment  of  the  other  side  of 
the  House  had,  during  the  whole  of  the  seeraon, 
been  very  ffentiemamy  towards  the  minority ; 
and,  sir,  said  he,  will  you  now  refuse  to  give 
them  an  opportunity  to  express  their  sentiments 
upon  a  measure  which,  in  tiieir  view,  is  im- 
portant t  He  said  that  policy  on  the  part  of 
the  mi\jority  ought  to  dictate  the  indulgence 
asked  for.  The  minority  now  stand  on  high 
ground— what  will  be  said,  and  what  will  be 
the  conseauence  of  a  reftisalt  We  shall  lose 
the  ground  on  which  we  now  stand. 

Mr.  Maooh  was  of  the  same  opinion;  he 


thought  the  minority  had  acted  with  more  pro- 
priety than  he  ever  knew  in  a  minority. 

Mr.  Wbioht  objected,  although  he  was  will- 
ing to  acknowledge  the  minority  had  conducted 
with  propriety. 

Mr.  Nelson  said  it  appeared  to  hira  that  ac- 
cording to  the  importance  of  subjects,  so  is  our 
precipitancy.  Is  the  minority  thus  to  be  dra- 
gooned into  this  measure  ?  For  one,  he  wished 
to  reflect  upon  it.  The  first  intimation  he  had 
of  this  measure,  was  the  Message.  If  it  is  in- 
tended as  a  precautionary  measure,  as  the  pre- 
cursor to  war,  as  some  gentiemen  have  treated 
it,  it  is  a  question  of  doubt  in  his  mind.  He 
thought  it  better  to  arm  our  merchantmen ;  to 
grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal ;  and  re- 
peal our  non-importation  law.  We  have  al- 
ready suffered  enough  under  our  restrictive  sys- 
tem. K  we  pass  the  bill  to-night,  it  cannot  be 
a  law  until  the  other  branch  act  upon  it.  When 
we  are  going  to  war,  it  will  be  well  known  that 
we  have  the  spontaneous  support  of  more  than 
one-half  the  community. 

Mr.  Alston  said  he  would  have  voted  on  ih» 
motion,  if  the  gentieman  had  not  asked  for  the 
ayes  and  noes;  but  as  he  appears  desirous  to 
marshal  one  ride  of  the  House  against  the 
other,  he  was  not  disposed  to  gratify  him  in 
his  request 

Mr.  WiDoxBT  declared  war  to  be  inevitable, 
and  it  ought  not  to  be  delayed ;  on  this  acoooBt 
he  was  against  postponing  the  bill  until  to- 
morrow. If  we  do  it  at  all,  it  ought  to  be 
speedily.  It  is  not  to  be  believed  that  argu- 
ment will  change  a  ringle  vote.  The  responsi- 
bility is  on  the  majority. 

The  question  on  reading  to-morrow  was  neg- 
atived-^7  to  54. 

It  was  then  read  a  third  time;  and  on  the 
question,  Shall  the  bill  pass?  it  was  carried— 
ayes  70,  noes  41. 

Ordered,  That  the  titie  be,  *^  An  act  laying 
an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports 
and  harbors  of  the  United  States  for  a  limited 
time." 

Mr.  Gbundt  and  Mr.  Wbioht  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  carry  the  said  bill  to  the  Senate, 
and  to  inform  them  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  the  same,  in  oonfld^oe, 
and  to  desire  their  concurrence  tiierein. 

And  the  doors  were  then  opened. 


Thubsdat,  April  2. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GBinn>T,  the  House  was 
cleared  of  all  persons  except  the  members. 
Clerk,  Sergeant-at-Arms,  and  Doorkeeper,  and 
the  doors  were  dosed. 

Mr.  Gbundt,  from  the  Oommittee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  presented  a  bill  '*  in  addition  to  the 
act,  entitied  *  An  act  to  raise  an  additional  mili- 
tary force,  passed  the  eleventh  of  January,'  ^ 
1812,  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  to-day. 

A  question  was  made  and  taken,  whether  the 
provitions  contained  in  the  bill  were  of  such  a 
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nature  aa  to  require 'secreoy  in  the  discussion, 
and  passed  in  the  affirmative — ^jeas  71,  nays  84. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  said  hill;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  hill  was  reported 
without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  he  en- 
grossed, and  read  the  third  time  to-day. 

The  said  hill  was  accordingly  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time^,  and,  on  the  question  that  the 
same  do  pass,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative 
— yeas  78,  nays  20. 

Ordered^  That  the  title  he,  *'  An  act  in  addi- 
tion to  the  act,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  raise  an  ad- 
ditional military  force,  passed  on  the  eleventh 
of  January,  1812.'" 

Messrs.  Calhoitk  and  Williams  were  ap- 

Sointed  a  committee  to  carry  the  said  hill  to  the 
enate,  and  to  inform  them  that  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  have  passed  the  same,  in  confi- 
dence, and  to  desire  their  concurrence  therein. 
The  doors  were  then  opened. 


Fbidat,  April  8. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gbitndy,  the  House  was 
cleared,  and  the  doors  were  closed. 

A  motion  was  then  made  hy  Mr.  Gbundt, 
that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Jiegolvedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inqtiire 
whether  there  has  been  any,  and  if  any,  what  viola- 
tion of  the  secrecy  imposed  by  this  House  dnring  ihe 
present  session,  as  to  certain  of  its  proceedings,  and 
that  the  said  committee  have  power  to  send  for  per- 
sons, papers,  and  records. 

And  the  question  thereon  being  taken,  it 
passed  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  106,  nays  8. 

Messrs.  Grundy,  Tboup,  Robbbts,  Bbeokbn- 
BinoB,  and  Tallmadge,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  PoBTEB,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  presented  a  hill  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  appoint  additional 
Brigadier  Generals,  in  certain  oases ;  which  was 
read  the  first  time :  When  a  message  was  re- 
ceived from  the  Senate,  hy  a  committee  of  that 
body,  appointed  for  the  purpose,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Bibb  and  Oampbell,  of  Tennessee,  no- 
tifying the  House  that  the  Senate  have  passed 
the  hill,  entitled  ^^  An  act  laying  an  embargo  on 
all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of 
tJie  United  States,  for  a  limited  time,"  with 
amendments ;  in  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pobteb,  the  hill  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  ibis 
day,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ilie  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  laying  an  embarao  on  all  ships  and  vessels 
in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States;'' 
and  the  said  amendments  being  read  at  the 
Clerk's  table,  a  motion  was  made  bv  Mr.  Lewis, 
that  the  said  bills  and  amendments  be  postponed 
indefinitely. 

Mr.  QunroT  expressed  in  strong  terms  his  ab- 


horrence of  the  measure.  He  said  that  if  be 
believed  it  to  be  a  preparation  for  war,  he 
should  have  a  less  indignant  sense  of  the  n^jury 
than  he  felt  now,  as  he  deemed  it  pure,  udso- 
phisticated,  reinstated  embargo.  The  limita- 
tion of  sixty  or  ninety  days  gave  little  consola- 
tion or  hope  to  him,  because  he  knew  how 
easily  the  same  power  which  originated  coold 
Gontinne  this  oppressive  measure. 

He  said  that  his  objection  was,  that  it  was 
not  what  it  pretended  to  be;  and  was  what  it 
pretended  not  to  be.  That  it  was  not  embai^ 
preparatory  to  war;  but,  that  it  was  embargo 
as  a  substitute  for  the  question  of  dedariag 
war.  It  was  true  that  it  was  advocated  aa  a 
step  incipient  to  a  state  of  war,  and  by  waj  of 
preparation  for  it,  by  gentlemen  whose  sincerity 
he  was  bound  to  respect.  He  could  not,  hov- 
ever,  yield  the  conviction  of  his  senses  and  r^ 
flections  to  their  asseverations ;  nor  declare,  in 
complaisance  to  any,  let  them  be  as  respectable 
as  they  might,  that  he  saw  in  this  measure  more 
or  less  than  its  features  indicated. 

Is  this  embargo  what  it  pretends  to  be— pre- 
paration for  war  ?  In  the  first  place,  no  sodden 
attack  is  exnected  from  Great  Britain.  It  is 
not  suggested  that  we  have  a  tittle  of  evidence 
relative  to  any  hostility  of  her  temper  which  is 
not  possessed  by  the  whole  community.  The 
President  has  not  communicated  to  us  one  doca- 
ment  or  reason  for  the  measare.  His  Meesige 
merely  notifies  to  ns  his  wiU  and  pleasure. 

An  embargo,  as  preparatory  to  war,  presop- 
poses  some  new  ana  hidden  danger,  not  known 
to  the  mercantile  oommunil7.  In  such  case, 
when  the  Government  sees  a  danger  €i  wfaicb 
the  merchant  is  unapprised,  it  may  be  wise  to 
stay  the  departure  of  property  until  the  nature 
and  extent  of  it  can  be  explained,  bnt  not  a 
moment  longer.  For,  let  the  state  of  things  be 
that  of  war  or  peace,  the  principle  is  precisely 
the  same.  The  interest  which  the  commnni^ 
has  in  the  property  of  individnala  is  best  pre> 
served  by  leaving  its  management  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  immediate  proprietor,  after  he  is 
made  acquainted  with  ail  the  circumstances  of 
the  times  which  have  a  tendency  to  increase  its 
exposure. 

The  reason  of  an  embargo,  considered  aa  an 
incipient  step  to  war,  is  either  to  save  our  pP(H>- 
erty  fix)m  depredation  abroad,  or  keep  proper- 
ty which  we  want  at  home.  Now  it  hiq)pa» 
that  the  nature  of  the  great  mass  of  our  e^cda 
is  such  that  there  is  little  danger  of  depredation 
from  the  enemy  we  pretend  to  fear  abroad,*  and 
little  want  of  the  articles  most  likely  to  be  ex- 
posed at  home.  The  total  export  of  last  year 
amounted,  as  appears  by  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasuiy,  to  $45,000,000.  It  also 
appears  hy  that  report,  our  exports  to  Great 
Britain  and  her  dependencies,  and  also  to  those 
of  Spain  and  Portugal,  were  $88,500,000.  Near- 
ly  seven-eighths  in  value  of  our  whole  exports 
have  been,  and  continue  to  be,  to  the  dorainioBi 
of  that  very  power  from  which  so  much  is  pre- 
tended to  be  apprehended.    Now,  it  is  ▼«B 
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known  that  these  articlea  are  of  very  great  ne- 
cessity and  importance  to  her,  and  whether, 
even  in  the  case  of  actual  war  between  oar 
oonntries,  Great  Britain  wonld  capture  them, 
might  be  questionable.  But  that  she  would 
capture  them  on  the  mere  preparation,  before 
one  really  hostile  act  was  committed  on  oiu: 
part,  is  not  only  unreasonable,  but  absolutely 
absurd  to  expect  This  very  commerce  which, 
by  the  passing  of  this  bill,  you  indicate  it  is  her 
intention  to  prohibit  or  destroy,  it  is  her  obvi- 
ous and  undeniable  policy  to  unite  and  cherish; 
besides,  the  articles  are  in  a  very  great  propor- 
tion perishable,  which,  by  this  embargOf  are  to 
be  prohibited  from  going  to  market.  Which  is 
best — ^to  keep  them  at  home,  to  a  certain  loss 
and  probable  ruin,  or  adventure  them  abroad 
to  a  possible  loss  and  highly  probable  gain? 
Ask  your  merchant.    Ask  common  sense. 

But  it  is  said  "we  must  protect  our  mer- 
chafits."  Heaven  help  our  merchants  from 
embargo-protection  /  It  is  also  said  that  "  the 
present  condition  of  things  has  been  brought 
upon  the  country  by  the  merchants;  that  it 
was  their  clamor,  in  1805  and  1806,  which  first 
put  Congress  upon  this  system  of  coercive  re- 
striction, of  which  they  now  so  much  complain.^^ 
It  is  true  that,  in  those  years,  the  merchants 
did  petition ;  not  for  embargo,  not  for  commer- 
cial embarrassment  and  annihilation,  but  for 
protection.  They,  at  that  time,  really  thought 
that  this  national  Government  was  formed  for 
protection,  and  that  it  had  at  heart  the  pros- 
perity of  all  the  great  interests  of  the  country. 
If  ^*  it  was  a  grievous  fault,  grievously  have  the 
merchants  answered  it'^  Tbey  asked  yon  for 
relief  and  you  sent  them  embarrassment  They 
asked  you  for  defence,  and  you  imposed  em- 
bargo. They  "asked  bread,  and  you  gave  them 
a  stone.^'  They  "  asked  a  fish,  and  you  gave 
them  a  serpent."  Granj;  that  the  fault  was 
great,  suppose  that  they  did  mistake  the  nature 
and  character  of  the  Government,  is  the  penalty 
they  incurred  by  this  error  never  to  be  remit- 
ted? Permit  them  once  to  escape,  and  my 
word  for  it,  they  will  never  give  yon  an  apology 
for  this  destructive  protection.  If  they  do,  they 
will  richly  deserve  all  the  misery  which,  under 
the  name  of  protection,  you  can  find  means  to 
visit  upon  them.  Tour  tender  mercies  are 
cruelties.  The  merchants  hate  and  spurn  this 
ruinous  defence. 

Mr.  Q.  then  took  notice  of  an  intimation 
which  had  been  thrown  out  in  relation  to  an 
express,  sent  off  on  the  day  preceding  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President,  giving  notice  that  the 
embargo  would  be  proposed  the  ensuing  day. 
He  said  that  there  was  no  necessity  of  speaking 
of  that  matter  by  distant  allusions,  as  if  there 
was  any  thing  that  sought  concealment.  That 
is  not  an  affair,  said  Mr.  Q.,  that  shuns  the  light 
I  had  the  honor  and  the  happiness,  in  coi\junc- 
*  tion  with  another  member  of  this  House,  from 
the  State  of  New  York,  (Mr.  Emott,)  and  a 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Llotd.)  to 
transmit  that  intelligence  to  Philadelphia,  New 


York,  and  Boston,  by  an  express  which  started 
on  -Tuesday  afternoon.  In  doing  this,  we  vio- 
lated no  obligation,  even  of  the  most  reniote 
and  delicate  kind.  The  fact  that  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations  had  decided  that  an  em- 
bargo should  be  proposed  on  Wednesday,  was 
openly  avowed  here  on  Tuesday,  by  various 
members  of  that  committee,  to  various  members 
of  this  House.  Among  others,  I  was  informed 
of  it  I  shall  always  be  grateful  to  the  gentle- 
man who  gave  me  that  information.  Indeed, 
the  whole  commercial  community  are  under 
great  obligations  to  tlie  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations  for  their  feeling  and  patriotism  in 
resolving  on  that  disclosure.  It  enabled  U9,  by 
anticipating  the  mail,  to  give  an  opportunity 
for  great  masses  of  property  to  escape  from  the 
ruin  our  Cabinet  was  meditating  for  them. 
Yes,  sir;  to  escape  into  tlie  jaws  of  the  British 
lion,  and  of  the  French  tiger,  which  are  places 
of  refuge,  of  joy  and  delight,  when  compared 
with  the  grasp  and  fangs  of  this  hyena  em- 
bargo. What  was  the  effect  of  this  informa^ 
tion  ?  When  it  reached  Philadelphia,  the  whole 
mercantile  class  was  in  motion,  and  all  that  had 
it  in  their  power  were  flying  in  all  directions 
from  the  coming  mischief^  as  if  it  were  a  plague 
and  a  pestilence.  Look,  at  this  moment,  on 
the  river  below  Alexandria,  and  the  poor  sea- 
men, towing  down  their  vessels  against  wind 
and  tide,  anxious  only  to  escape  from  a  country 
which  destroys  under  the  mask  of  preserving. 

Mr.  Gold. — The  first  object  with  a  wise  Le- 
gislature is,  Is  the  law  expedient?  The  second 
object,  which  should  never  for  a  moment  escape 
attention.  Can  the  law  be  executed?  Under 
the  first  head,  the  advocates  of  embargo  dis- 
clidm  the  measure  as  appertaining  to  the  odious 
restriction  system :  they  present  it  as  the  old- 
fashioned,  legitunate  precursor  of  war,  as  the 
provident  measure  of  Government  to  protect 
your  merchants  against  reprisals  resulting  from 
meditated  hostilities. 

In  this  view  can  you  be  prepared  for  war  at 
the  expiration  of  the  embargo  ?  Will  you  open 
your  campaign  at  mid-summer  ?  Whatever  ap- 
pearance this  measure  may  now  assume,  ther 
country  have  grounds  to  fear  a  relapse  into 
the  old  system — ^youwUl  go  again  back  into 
Egypt 

But,  on  the  second  head,  can  your  law  be 
executed  ?  Does  the  history  of  the  past  in  our 
own,  or  any  other  country,  warrant  such  an 
expectation?  Can  you  watch  the  extended 
line,  of  forty-five  degrees  north,  for  hundreds 
of  miles,  so  as  to  prevent  a  transit  for  commer- 
cial exchange,  indispensable  to  the  necessities 
of  the  country  ?  No,  sir,  it  is  a  vain  expecta- 
tion; your  army  of  25,000  could  not  prevent 
the  intercourse:  their  sympathies  would  rather 
lead  them  to  connive  at  what  they  could  not 
fail  to  see.  Great  Britain,  with  a  canvas  that 
whitens  every  sea,  her  revenue  boats  always  in 
motion,  and  tide  waters  at  every  inlet  or  ave- 
nue, has  not  been  able  to  prevent  the  smuggling 
in  of  about  one-half  the  tea  consumed  in  that 
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Kingdom.  Such  is  the  conviction  of  English 
writers  I  It  may  be  fonnd  in  the  appendix  to 
McCartney's  Embassy,  and  in  the  Lrfd  of  the 
second  Pitt.  Where  men  have  expended  their 
substance  in  purchasing  and  collecting  an  arti- 
cle for  export,  nnder  the  subsisting  fai&  of  your 
laws  permitting  such  export,  it  is  not  mere  in- 
justice, but  cruelty  in  the  Government  towards 
its  citizens  to  arrest  such  a  commerce  by  an  ex 
post  facto  law,  and  consign  those  concerned  to 
the  prison  walls,  and  their  families  to  beggary. 
Nothing  short  of  the  most  imperious  necessity, 
the  safety  of  the  community,  can  justify  so  se- 
vere a  proceeding.  But,  sir,  with  a  single  ex- 
ception of  timber,  the  commerce  between  the 
northern  frontiers  and  Canada,  will,  for  the 
ninety  days  of  this  embargo,  be  little  else  than 
the  mere  exchange  of  articles  indispensably  ne- 
cessary to  the  poor  frontier  settlers.  How  are 
they  to  be  supplied  with  the  article  of  salt  ? 
Believe  me,  sir,  the  morality  of  no  part  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  any  nation  on  earth,  will 
restrain  persons  under  such  circumstances  from 
eluding  the  laws.  Does  any  man  believe  that 
this  frontier  traffic  is  not  as  beneficial  to  us  as 
to  our  enemies?  Can  your  law  fail  of  produc- 
ing more  injury  and  loss  to  the  United  States, 
than  benefit?  Have  you  not  witnessed,  sir, 
that  while  you  was  exercising  paternal  care  in 
enacting  an  embargo  by  water,  for  the  sea- 
board, that  our  merchants  and  navigators, 
roused  as  by  a  shock  of  thvinder,  escaped  from 
your  shores,  with  their  vessels,  as  from  a  de- 
stroying angel — ^from  pestilence  and  death  ? 

Mr.  Bleeokxb,  in  a  speech  of  about  twenty 
minutes,  made  an  able,  solenm,  and  impressive 
address  to  the  House,  urging  them  to  ponder, 
and  desist  from  the  dangerous  course  they 
were  pursuing,  and  forewarned  them  of  the 
calamitous  consequences  thiit  would  inevitably 
result. 

Mr.  MnomLL  said,  in  viewing  political  sub- 
jects and  dangers,  some  are  inclmed  to  look 
through  politick  miscroscopes,  which  diminish 
them;  others,  misled  by  their  imaffmations, 
look  through  political  telescopes,  and  are  apt 
to  magnify  and  enhance  them.  He,  for  one. 
was  for  viewing  our  situation  with  his  naked 
optics— for  loiSdng  at'  it  as  it  really  is.  He 
could  not  be  considered  as  less  alive  to  the 
interests  and  happiness  of  the  inhabitants  of 
that  city,  respecting  whom  so  much  sensibility 
has  been  expreseMsd,  than  any  other  gentleman. 
There  were  his  intimate  friends,  connections, 
and  what  little  property  he  possessed.  No  one 
could  feel  more  for  their  sufferings  under  com- 
mercial restrictions,  or  in  case  of  an  assault 
upon  it  by  the  enemy.  And  if  he  was  to  con- 
sult only  his  personal  sensibilities,  they  were 
all  in  favor  of  the  people  of  that  country  with 
whom  we  are  to  enter  into  a  conflict.  He  has 
no  prejudice  against  them.  He  there  received 
his  education.  He  has  lived  in  North  and 
South  Britain.  From  actual  residence,  he 
'knows  them  from  the  Grampian  Hills  to  Dover. 
He  knows  them,  however,  to  be  a  proud,  over- 


bearing nation.  From  former  reddence,  and 
also  from  recent  intelligence,  (and  that  within 
a  few  days,  by  late  arrivals,)  he  knows  that 
they  consider  us  a  sort  of  a  generation  wfaom 
they  have  a  right  to  despise.  We  are  viewed 
in  this  unworthy,  degraded  situation,  not  oa 
account  of  our  want  of  resources^  or  popula- 
tion ;  but  because  they  believe  we  cannot  stand 
together — ^that  we  have  no  confidence  in  oar- 
selves — ^that  we  cannot  lead  armies  into  th^ 
countries.  Their  object  has  been,  since  the  year 
1806,  to  divide  and  distract  us,  and  to  prevent 
our  taking  efficient  measures.  Sir,  what  has 
been  the  cause  of  our  present  condition  ?  It  is 
well  known  that,  in  1806,  he  was  made  the 
organ  of  his  constituents,  as  other  gentlemen 
were  for  Salem  and  other  commerciai  places 
to  present  to  Congress  their  plaints  and  wail- 
ings,  on  account  of  the  grievances  they  anflered 
upon  the  subject  of  carrying  colonial  prodooe, 
and  the  continuity  of  voyage.  The  archives  of 
this  House  will  prove  this.  They  declared  they 
should  be  ruined  if  the  British  doctrine  should 
be  countenanced.  The  Government  were  goad- 
ed by  these  applications  for  relief.  The  Gov- 
ernment began,  and  continued  pacific  measures, 
until  we  have  got  into  our  present  situation. 

Mr.  WmoEBT  spoke  with  much  warmth  in 
favor  of  the  embargo  and  war. 

Mr.  Stuabt  said,  if  it  was  in  order,  he  would 
ask  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
WiDOEBTy  a  few  questions.  He  would  ask 
that  gentleman  if  he  was,  during  the  last  em- 
bargo, a  ship  owner  ?  If  so,  did  he  not  go  to 
England  during  the  embargo  f  If  so,  how  did 
he  go? 

Mr.  WiDOEBT  answered  that  he  went  by 
water. 

The  Sfsaxsb  observed  these  questions  were 
not  in  order. 

Mr.  Stuabt  said  if  they  were  not  in  order  he 
would  sit  down. 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  indefinite 
postponement,  and  determined  in  the  negative 
— ^yeas  42,  nays  72. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kobebtb,  the  previous 
question  w«s  demanded  by  a  migority  of  the 
members  present:  Whereupon  the  question  was 
taken,  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  rules  and 
orders  of  the  House,  to  wit:  ''Shall  the  main 
question  be  now  put  ?*^  and  passed  in  the  afi&m- 
ative — ^yeas  67,  nays  44. 

The  Sfbakeb  then  decided  that  the  main 
question  to  now  put,  was:  "Will  the  House 
concur  with  the  Senate  in  the  amendments 
made  to  the  bill  ?"  and  not  upon  the  propor- 
tion for  postponement. 

From  which  decision  Mr.  RA2n>OLFH  moved 
an  appeal ;  which  being  seconded,  the  question 
was  put,  "  Is  the  decision  of  the  Chair  correct  P 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 


Satubdat,  April  4. 
The  House  was  cleared  of  all  personS|  and 
the  doors  were  doeed. 
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Additional  Brigadier  G&nerala. 
The  House  resumed  the  coDeideration  of  the 
bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  appoint  additional  Brigadier  Generals, 

Mr.  Sammohb,— ^Mr.  Speaker :  If  those  ofScers 
are  intended  to  command  the  militia,  I  trust  in 
God  this  bill  will  not  pass.  What!  shall  our 
militia  he  commanded  by  officers  commissioned 
by  the  President?  Can  the  President  be  as 
well  acquainted  with  the  qualifications  and 
abilitiea  of  officers  in  the  muitla  as  the  Gov- 
ernors of  the  States?  It  cannot  be  expected. 
What  spirit  can  be  in  the  people  to  support  the 
war  if  the  Federal  Gk>vemment  takes  away  the 
right  of  the  States  to  appoint  the  officers  for 
commanding  their  militia  ?  If  our  Gk>yemment 
takes  away  our  liberty,  is  it  necessary  to  con- 
tend with  a  foreign  Government  for  our  rights? 
In  former  times  the  officers  were  appointed  in 
audi  parts  as  the  men  were  raised :  that  is  not 
the  case  now.  Some  time  in  the  session,  I  was 
told  by  some  of  the  Southern  mejnbers,  ^'  we 
will  give  yon  officers  if  you  will  find  the  men.^' 
It  is  a  fact,  that,  before  our  New  York  troops 
were  raised,  a  M^or  from  North  Oarolina  was 
appointed;  and  was  ordered  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  troops  enlisted  in  New  York.  Gov- 
ernor HulPs  son,  from  Detroit,  is  appointed  to 
the  command  of  one  of  our  companies,  and  is 
on  conmiand  with  his  father  as  bis  aid.  Where 
is  the  justice  ?  Shall  we  have  companies  with- 
out captains,  or  shall  the  United  States  pay  for 
two  captains  ?  (for  Hull  is  returned  in  Colonel 
Schnyler^s  regiment  as  captain.)  He  cannot 
belong  there.  In  such  proceemngs  I  almost 
tremble  for  the  consequence  to  my  country. 

There  is  no  necessity  or  propriety  in  appoint- 
ing more  Generals,  in  my  (pinion,  at  present, 
for  our  regulara— for  the  President  is  directed 
to  appoint  eight  Brigadiers  and  two  Mi^or 
Generals.  I  believe  they  are  not  all  appointed, 
and  of  those  that  are  appointed,  I  hear  one  is 
sent  home  because  they  have  no  command  for 
him.  If  this  bill  passes,  our  Government  will 
be  as  bad  as  that  of  Great  Britain  before  the 
Bevolution.  In  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence we  complain  of  the  King,  that  ^*he  has 
erected  a  multitude  of  new  offices,  and  sent 
hither  swarms  of  officers  to  harass  our  people 
and  eat  out  their  substance.*'  But  if  those  ten 
Grenends  are  not  sufficient,  this  House  has  pass- 
ed A  bill  at  the  request  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  commission  and  appoint  the 
officers  for  fifty  thousand  militia  volunteers. 
There  are  limits  empowering  how  many  he 
shall  appoint — ^he  may  appoint  twelve  Briga- 
diers and  four  Mi^or  Generals — ^will  not  that  be 
as  many  as  he  wanted  ? 


MoNBAT,  April  18. 

A  confidential  message  was  received  from  the 

Senate  by  a  committee  of  that  body  appointed 

for  the  purpose,  consisting  of  Mr.  Yabnum  and 

Mr.  Akdbbsoh,  notifying  the  House  that  the 


Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to 
prohibit  the  exportation  of  specie,  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  for  a  limited  time,''  with 
amendments ;  in  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House. 

The  said  amendments  were  read  at  the  Clerk's 
table :  When  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Golds- 
Bosouan  that  the  said  bill  be  postponed  indefi- 
nitely. 

And  the  (question  thereon  being  taken,  it  was 
determined  m  the  negative — ^yeas  85,  nays  62. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  concur  in  the 
said  amendments,  and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  SmuB  and  Mr.  Plkabakts  were  appoint- 
ed a  committee  to  deliver  a  message  to  the 
Senate,  and  inform  them  that  the  House  of 
Bepresentati  ves  have  concurred  in  their  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  aforesaid. 

The  doors  were  then  opened. 


Tuesday,  April  14. 

Mr.  Cb  AWFOBD,  from  the  Joint  Committee  for 
Enrolled  Bills,  reported  that  the  committee  had 
examined  an  enrolled  bill  *^  to  prohibit  the  ex- 
portation of  specie,  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, for  a  limited  time,''  and  had  found  the 
same  to  be  truly  enrolleu :  When,  the  Speakbb 
signed  the  said  bill. 

Mr.  Cbawford  and  Mr.  Tubrbb  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  carry  the  said  bill  to 
the  Senate  for  the  signature  of  their  President. 

The  doors  were  then  opened ;  and  having  re- 
mained so  for  some  time,  they  were  again  closed ; 

When,  Mr.  Tubbxb,  from  die  above-mentioned 
committee,  reported  that  the  committee  had 
presented  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
the  said  bill,  and  that  they  were  instructed  by 
the  President  to  inform  the  two  Houses  that  he 
had  approved  and  ragned  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CALHoim,  the  injunction  of 
secrecy  imposed  upon  the  said  bill  and  the  pro- 
ceedings thereon,  were  then  removed. 

The  doors  were  then  opened. 


Monday,  June  1. 

A  confidential  Message,  in  writing,  was  re- 
ceived from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
by  Mr.  Edward  Coles,  his  Secretary ;  which  he 
delivered  in  at  the  Speaker's  table. 

The  House  was  then  cleared  of  all  persons, 

except  the  Members,  Clerk,  Sergeant-at-Arms, 

and  Doorkeepers,  and  the  doors  were  closed; 

and  the  smd  Message  was  read,  and  is  as  follows : 

[Confidential.] 

To  the  Senate  and  ffotue  of 

RepreteiUaHvee  of  the  United  Statet: 

I  ooxDmnnicate  to  Congreas  certaiD  doonmenta,  be- 
ing a  continuation  of  those  heretofore  laid  before  them 
on  the  sabject  of  onr  affairs  with  Great  Britain.     « 

Without  going  back  beyond  the  renewal,  in  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  of  the  war  in 
which  Great  Britain  is  engaged,  and  omitting  unre- 
paired wrongs  of  inferior  magnitude,  the  conduct  of 
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her  GoTernment  presents  a  aeries  of  acts,  hostile  to  the 
United  States  as  an  independent  and  neutral  nation. 

British  crnisers  have  been  in  the  continued  prao- 
tioe  of  violating  the  American  flag  on  the  great  high- 
way of  nations,  and  of  seizing  and  carrying  off  per- 
sons sailing  nnder  it ;  not  in  the  exercise  of  a  bellige- 
rent right,  founded  on  the  law  of  nations  against  an 
enemy,  but  a  municipal  prerogative  over  British  sub* 
jects.  British  jurisdiction  is  thus  extended  to  neutral 
vessels,  in  a  situation  where  no  laws  can  operate  but 
the  law  of  nations,  and  the  laws  of  the  country  to 
which  the  vessels  belong ;  and  a  self-redress  is  as- 
sumed, which,  if  British  subjects  were  wrongfully  de- 
tained and  alone  concerned,  is  that  substitution  of 
force,  for  a  resort  to  the  responsible  Sovereign,  which 
faUs  within  the  definition  of  war.  Could  the  seizure 
of  British  subjects,  in  such  cases,  be  regarded  as 
within  the  exercise  of  a  belligerent  right,  the  acknowl- 
edged laws  of  war,  which  forbid  an  article  of  captured 
proper^  to  be  adjudged,  without  a  regular  investiga- 
tion before  a  competent  tribunal,  would  imperiously 
demand  the  fairest  trial,  where  the  sacred  rights  of  per- 
sons were  at  issue.  In  place  of  such  a  trial,  mese  rights 
are  subjected  to  the  will  of  every  petty  commander. 

The  practice,  hence,  is  so  far  from  affecting  British 
subjects  alone,  that,  under  the  pretext  of  searching 
for  these,  thousands  of  American  citicens,  under  the 
safeguard  of  public  law,  and  of  their  national  flag, 
have  been  torn  from  their  country,  and  from  every 
thing  dear  to  them  ;  have  been  dragged  on  board 
ships  of  war  of  a  foreign  nation,  and  exposed,  imder 
the  severities  of  their  discipline,  to  be  exiled  to  the 
most  distant  and  deadly  climes,  to  risk  their  lives  in 
the  battles  of  their  oppressors,  and  to  be  melancholy 
instruments  of  taking  away  those  of  their  own  brethren. 

Against  this  crying  enormity  which  Great  Britain 
would  be  so  prompt  to  avenge  if  committed  against 
herself  the  United  States  have  in  vain  exhausted  re- 
monstrances and  expostulations;  and  that  no  proof 
might  be  wanting  of  their  conciliatory  dispositions, 
and  no  pretext  left  for  a  continuance  of  the  practice, 
the  British  Government  was  formally  assured  of  the 
readiness  of  the  United  States  to  enter  into  arrange- 
ments, such  as  could  not  be  rejected,  if  the  recovery 
of  British  subjects  were  the  real  and  the  sole  objects 
The  communication  passed  without  effect. 

British  cruisers  have  been  in  the  practice  also  of 
violating  the  right  and  the  peace  of  our  coasts  They 
hover  over  aqd  harass  our  entering  and  departing 
commerce.  To  the  most  insulting  pretensions  they 
have  added  the  most  lawless  proceedings  in  our  very 
harbors;  and  have  wantonly  spilt  American  blood 
within  the  sanctuary  of  our  territorial  jurisdiction. 
The  principles  and  rules  enforced  by  that  nation, 
when  a  neutral  nation,  against  armed  vessels  of  bel- 
ligerents hovering  near  her  coasts  and  disturbing  her 
commerce,  are  well  known.  When  called  on,  never- 
theless, by  the  United  States,  to  punish  the  greater 
offences  committed  by  her  own  vessels,  her  Govern- 
ment has  bestowed  on  their  commanders  additional 
marks  of  honor  and  confidence. 

Under  pretended  blockades,  without  the  presence 
of  an  adequate  force,  and  sometimes  without  the 
practicability  of  applying  one,  our  commerce  has 
been  plundered  in  every  sea ;  the  great  staples  of  our 
country  have  been  cut  off  from  their  legitimate  mar- 
kets ;  and  a  destructive  hlow  aimed  at  our  agricul- 
tural and  maritime  interests.  In  aggravation  of 
these  predatory  measures,  they  have  been  considered 
as  in  force  from  the  dates  of  their  notification ;  s  re- 


trospective effect  being  thus  added,  as  has  been  dotse 
in  other  important  cases,  to  the  unlawfulness  of  tbe 
course  pursued.  And  to  render  the  outrage  the  more 
signal,  those  mock  blockades  have  been  reiterated 
and  enforced  in  the  face  of  official  commnnicatiaiis 
£rom  the  British  Government,  declaring,  as  the  true 
definition  of  a  legal  blockade,  "  the  parlicnlar  potts 
must  be  actually  invested,  and  previous  warning 
given  to  vessels  bound  to  them,  not  to  enter." 

Not  content  with  these  occasional  expedients  for 
laying  waste  our  neutral  trade,  the  Cabinet  of  Brit- 
ain resorted,  at  length,  to  the  sweeping  system  cf 
blockades,  under  the  name  of  Orders  in  Conncfl; 
which  has  been  moulded  and  managed  as  might  best 
suit  its  political  views,  its  oommenial  jenloiuie^  or 
the  avidity  of  British  cruisers. 

To  our  remonstrances  against  the  complicated  and 
transcendent  injustice  of  this  innovation,  the  first  re- 
ply was,  that  the  orders  were  reluctantly  adopted  bj 
Great  Britain,  as  fi  necessary  retaliation  on  decreet 
of  her  enemy,  proclaiming  a  general  blockade  of  the 
British  Isles,  at  a  time  when  the  naval  force  of  tiiat 
enemy  dared  not  issue  from  his  own  port&  She  was 
reminded,  without  effect,  that  her  own  prior  block- 
ades, unsupported  by  an  adequate  naval  force  actu- 
ally applied  and  continued,  were  a  bar  to  this  plea : 
that  executed  edicts  against  millions  of  our  proper^ 
oould  not  be  retaliation  on  edicts  oonfeasedly  in^MS- 
sible  to  be  executed:  that  retaliation,  to  be  just, 
should  fall  on  the  party  setting  the  gailty  example, 
not  on  an  innocent  par^,  whi^  was  not  even  chBi;g> 
able  with  an  acquiescence  in  it. 

When  deprived  of  this  fluusy  veil  for  a  prohibitiott 
of  our  trade  with  her  enemy,  by  the  repeal  of  his  pro- 
hibition of  our  trade  with  Great  Britain,  her  Cabi- 
net, instead  of  their  correq>onding  repeal,  or  a  prac- 
tical discontinuance  of  its  orders,  formally  avowed  a 
determination  to  persist  in  them  against  the  United 
States,  until  the  markets  of  her  enemy  should  be  laid 
open  to  British  products;  thus  asserting  an  obliga- 
tion on  a  neutral  power  to  requires  one  belligerent  to 
encourage,  by  its  internal  r4n^tions,  the  trade  of 
another  belligerent;  contradictii^  her  own  pcactbe 
towards  all  nations,  in  peace  as  well  as  in  war ;  and 
betraying  the  insinceri^  of  those  prafesaons  which 
inculcated  a  belief,  tha^  having  resorted  to  her  or- 
ders with  regret,  she  was  anxious  to  find  an  occasion 
for  putting  an  end  to  them. 

Abandoning  still  more  all  respect  for  the  noatral 
rights  of  the  United  States,  and  for  its  own  oonsiBt- 
ency,  the  British  Government  now  demands,  as  pre- 
requisite to  a  repeal  of  its  orders  as  they  relate  to 
the  Uiuted  States,  that  a  formality  should  be  observed 
in  the  repeal  of  the  French  decrees,  no  wise  necessary 
to  their  termination,  nor  exemplified  by  British  nssge; 
and  that  the  French  repeal,  besides  including  that 
portion  of  the  decrees  which  operate  within  a  tenito- 
rial  juiisdiction,  as  well  as  that  which  operates  on  tits 
high  seas,  against  the  commerce  of  the  United  Stats^ 
should  not  be  a  single  and  special  repeal  in  relstioo 
to  the  United  States,  but  should  be  extended  to  what- 
ever other  neutral  nations,  unconnected  with  them, 
may  be  afilected  by  those  decrees.  And,  as  an  addi- 
tional insult,  they  are  called  on  for  a  formal  disa- 
vowal of  conditions  and  pretensions  advanced  by  the 
French  Government,  for  which  the  United  States  are 
so  far  firom  having  made  themselves  responsible,  that, 
in  official  explanations  which  have  been  published  to 
the  world,  and  in  a  correspondcnoe  of  the  American 
^Minister  at  London  with  the  British  Minister  for  For^ 
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eign  Affairs,  snch  a  responsibility  was  ezplioitlj  and 
emphaticallj  disclaimed. 

It  has  become,  indeed,  sufficiently  certain,  that  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States  is  to  be  sacrificed, 
not  as  interfering  with  the  belligerent  rights  of  Great 
Britain ;  not  as  supplying  the  wants  of  her  enemies, 
which  she  herself  supplies ;  but  as  interfering  with 
the  money  which  she  covets  for  her  own  commerce 
and  navigation.  She  carries  on  a  war  against  the 
lawful  commerce  of  a  friend,  that  she  may  the  better 
carry  on  a  commerce  with  an  enemy ;  a  commerce 
polluted  by  the  forgeries  and  penuries  which  are,  for 
the  most  part,  the  only  passports  by  which  it  can  suc- 
ceed. 

Anxious  to  make  every  e3q>eriment  short  of  the  last 
resort  of  injured  nations,  the  United  States  have  with- 
held from  Grpat  Britain,  under  successive  modifica- 
tions, the  benefits  of  a  free  intercourse  with  their 
market,  the  loss  of  which  could  not  but  outweigh  the 
profits  accruing  from  her  restrictions  of  our  com- 
merce with  other  nations.  And  to  entitle  these  ex- 
periments to  the  more  favorable  consideration,  they 
were  so  framed  as  to  enable  her  to  place  her  adver- 
saiy  under  the  exclusive  operation  of  them.  To 
these  appeals  her  Government  has  been  equally  in- 
flexible, as  if  willing  to  make  sacrifices  of  every  sort, 
rather  than  yield  to  the  claims  of  justice,  or  renounce 
the  errors  of  a  false  pride.  Nay,  so  far  were  the 
attempts  carried  to  overcome  the  attachments  of  the 
British  Cabinet  to  its  unjust  edicts,  that  it  received 
every  encouragement  within  the  competence  of  the 
Executive  branch  of  our  Government,  to  expect  that 
a  repeal  of  them  would  be  followed  by  a  war  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  France,  unless  the 
French  edicts  should  also  be  recalled.  Even  this 
comrounicatian,  although  silencing  forever  the  plea 
of  a  disposition  in  tbe  United  States  to  acquiesce  in 
thoee  edicts,  originally  the  sole  plea  for  them,  re- 
ceived no  attention. 

If  no  other  proof  existed  of  a  predetermination  of 
the  British  Government  against  a  repeal  of  its  orders, 
it  might  be  found  in  the  correspondence  of  the  Minis- 
ter Plenlpotentiaiy  of  the  United  States  at  London, 
and  the  British  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs,  in  one 
thousand  eight  hundred*  and  ten,  on  the  question 
whether  the  blockade  of  May,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  six,  was  considered  as  in  fbrce,  or  as 
not  in  force.  It  had  been  ascertained  that  the 
French  Government,  which  urged  this  blockade  as 
the  ground  of  its  Berlin  decree,  was  willing,  in  the 
event  of  its  removal,  to  repeal  that  decree ;  which, 
being  followed  by  alternate  repeals  of  the  other  ofien- 
dve  edicts,  might  abolish  the  whole  system  on  both 
mdes.  TMs  inviting  opportunity  for  accomplishing 
an  object  so  important  to  the  United  States,  and  pro- 
fessed, so  often,  to  be  the  desire  of  both  the  bellige- 
rents, was  made  known  to  the  British  Government 
As  that  Government  admits  that  an  application  of  an 
adequate  force  is  necessary  to  the  existence  of  a  legal 
blockade,  and  it  was  notorious  that,  if  such  a  force 
had  ever  been  applied,  its  long  discontinuance  had 
aimullpd  the  blockade  in  question,  there  could  be  no 
sufficient  objection  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  to  a 
formal  revocation  of  it;  and  no  imaginable  objection 
to  a  declaration  of  the  fact  that  the  blockade  did  not 
exist.  The  declaration  would  have  been  consistent 
with  her  avowed  principles  of  blockade ;  and  would 
have  enabled  the  United  States  to  demand  from 
France  the  pledged  repeal  of  her  decrees;  either 
with  success,  in  which  case  the  way  would  have  been 


opened  for  a  general  repeal  of  the  beUigerent  edicts ; 
or  without  success,  in  which  case  the  United  States 
would  have  been  justified  in  turning  their  measures 
exclusively  against  France.  The  British  Govern- 
ment would,  however,  neither  rescind  the  blockade, 
nor  declare  its  non-existence ;  nor  permit  its  non- 
existence to  be  inferred  and  afiirmed  by  the  Ameri- 
can Plenipotentiary.  On  the  contrary,  by  repre- 
senting the  blockade  to  be  comprehended  in  the  Or- 
ders in  Council,  the  United  States  were  compelled  so 
to  regard  it,  in  their  subsequent  proceedings. 

There  was  a  period  when  a  favorame  change 
in  the  policy  of  tne  Britbh  Cabinet  was  justly  con- 
sidered as  established.  The  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
of  His  Britannic  Majesty  here,  proposed  an  adjust- 
ment of  the  differences  more  immediately  endanger- 
ing the  harmony  of  the  two  countries.  The  proposi- 
tion was  accepted  with  the  promptitude  and  cordiality 
corresponding  with  the  invariable  professions  of  this 
Government.  A  foundation  appeared  to  be  laid  for  a  sin- 
cere and  lasting  reconciliation.  The  prospect,  however, 
quickly  vaniwed.  The  whole  proceeding  was  di»- 
avowed  by  the  British  Government,  without  any  ex- 
planations, which  could,  at  that  time,  repress  the 
belief,  that  the  disavowal  proceeded  from  a  ^irit  of 
hostility  to  the  commercial  rights  and  prosperity  of 
the  United  States.  And  it  has  since  come  into  proof, 
that  at  the  very  moment  when  the  public  Minister 
was  holding  the  language  of  friendship,  and  inspiring 
confidence  in  the  sincerity  of  the  negotiation  with 
which  he  was  chaiged,  a  secret  agent  of  his  Govern- 
ment was  employed  in  intrigues,  having  for  their 
object  a  subversion  of  our  Government,  and  a  dis- 
memberment of  our  happy  Union. 

In  reviewing  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  towards 
the  United  States,  our  attention  is  necessarily  drawn 
to  the  warfare,  just  renewed  by  the  savages,  on  one 
of  our  extensive  frontiers ;  a  warfare  which  is  known 
to  spare  neither  age  nor  sex,  and  to  be  distinguished 
by  features  peculiarly  shocking  to  humanity.  It  is 
difficult  to  account  for  the  activity  and  combinations 
which  have  for  some  time  been  developing  them- 
selves among  tribes  in  constant  intercourse  with 
British  traders  and  garrisons,  without  connecting 
hostility  with  that  influence,  and  without  recollecting 
the  authenticated  examples  of  such  interpositions, 
heretofore  furnished  by  the  officers  and  agents  of  that 
Government. 

Such  is  the  spectacle  of  injuries  and  indignities 
which  have  been  heaped  on  our  country ;  and  such 
the  crisis  which  its  unexampled  forbearance  and  con- 
ciliatory efforts  have  not  been  able  to  avert.  It 
might  at  least  have  been  expected,  that  an  enlight- 
ened nation,  if  less  urged  by  moral  obligations,  or 
invited  by  firiendly  dispositions  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  would  have  Tound,  in  its  true  interest 
alone,  a  sufficient  motive  to  respect  their  rights  and 
their  tranquillity  on  the  high  seas ;  that  an  enlarged 
policy  would  have  favored  that  free  and  general  cir- 
culation of  commerce  in  which  the  British  nation  is 
at  all  times  interested,  and  which,  in  times  of  war, 
is  the  best  alleviation  of  its  calamities  to  herself  as 
well  as  to  other  belligerents ;  and,  more  especially, 
that  the  British  Cabinet  would  not,  for  the  sake  of 
a  precarious  and  surreptitious  intercourse  with  hos- 
tile markets,  have  persevered  in  a  course  of  measures 
which  necessarily  put  at  hazoifl  the  invaluable  mar- 
ket of  a  great  and  growing  country,  disposed  to  cul- 
tivate the  mutual  advantages  of  an  active  commerce. 

Other  councils  have  prevailed.    Our  moderation 
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and  conciliation  have  had  no  other  effect  than  to  en- 
'  ooorage  perseverance  and  to  enlarge  pretennoufl. 
We  bdiold  our  seafaring  citizens  still  the  daily  vic- 
tims of  lawless  violence,  committed  on  the  great  com- 
mon and  highway  of  nations,  even  within  sight  of 
the  conntiy  which  owes  them  protection.  We  he- 
hold  onr  vessels,  freighted  with  the  products  of  onr 
soil  and  industry,  or  returning  with  the  honest  pro- 
ceeds of  them,  wrested  from  their  lawfiol  destinations, 
confiscated  by  prize  courts,  no  longer  the  organs  of 
public  law,  but  the  instruments  of  arbitrary  edicts, 
and  tiieir  unfortunate  crews  dispersed  and  lost,  or 
forced,  or  inveigled  in  British  ports  into  British 
fleets,  whilst  arguments  are  employed  in  support  of 
these  aggressions,  which  have  no  foundation  but  in 
a  principle  equally  supporting  a  claim  to  regulate 
our  external  commerce  in  all  cases  whatsoever. 

We  behold,  in  fine,  on  the  side  of  Great  Britain,  a 
state  of  war  against  the  United  States ;  and  on  the 
side  of  the  United  States,  a  state  of  peace  towards 
Qreat  Britain. 

Whether  the  Umted  States  shall  continue  passive 
wider  these  progressive  usurpations,  and  their  aocu- 
mulating  wrongs,  or,  opposing  force  to  force  in  de- 
fence of  their  national  rights,  shall  commit  a  just 
cause  into  the  hands  of  uie  Almighty  Disposer  of 
events,  avoiding  all  connections  which  might  entan- 
gle it  in  the  contest  or  views  of  oUier  powers,  and 
preserving  a  constant  readiness  to  concur  in  an  honor- 
able re-establishment  of  peace  and  friendship^  is  a 
scdemn  question,  which  the  constitution  wisely  con- 
fides to  the  Legislative  Department  of  the  Govern- 
ment. In  recommending  it  to  their  early  delibera- 
tion, I  am  happy  in  the  assnrance,  that  ^e  dedsion 
will  be  worthy  the  enlightened  and  patriotic  councils 
of  a  virtuous,  a  free,  and  a  powerful  nation. 

Having  presented  this  view  of  the  relations  of  the 
United  States  with  Great  Britain,  and  of  the  solemn 
alternative  growing  out  of  them,  I  proceed  to  remark, 
that  the  communicatioDS  last  made  to  Congress  on 
the  subject  of  our  relations  with  France,  will  have 
shown,  that  since  the  revocation  of  her  decrees,  as 
they  violated  the  neutral  rights  of  the  United  States, 
her  Government  has  authorized  illegal  captures  by  its 
privateers  and  public  ships ;  and  that  other  outrages 
have  been  practised  on  our  vessels  and  our  citizens. 
It  will  have  been  seen,  also,  that  no  indemnity  had 
been  provided,  or  satisfactorily  pledged,  for  the  exten- 
sive spoliations  committed  under  the  violent  and  re- 
troipective  orders  of  the  French  Ck>vemment  against 
the  property  of  our  citizens,  seized  within  the  juris- 
diction of  France.  I  abstain,  at  this  time,  from  re- 
commending to  the  consideration  of  Congress  defini- 
tive measures  with  respect  to  that  nation,  in  the  ex- 
pectation that  the  result  of  unclosed  discussions  be- 
tween our  Minister  Plenipotentiaiy  at  Paris  and  the 
French  Government  will  speedily  enable  Congress  to 
decide,  with  greater  advantage,  on  ih»  course  due 
to  the  rights,  the  interests,  and  the  honor,  of  our 
country. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Washikoton,  June  1,  1812. 

A  motion  was  then  made  oy  Mr.  Bakdolph, 
that  the  said  message  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Union: 

And  the  qaestion  thereon  being  taken,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative— yeas  87,  nays  85. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  D.  B.  WnxiAiia,  the  Mes- 
sage was  referred  to  a  committee  appointed  on 
that  part  of  the  President's  Message  which  re- 
lates to  onr  foreign  relations. 


TuBSDAT,  June  2. 
The  House  met,  and  a^onmed  till  to  morrow. 

WsDNxsDAT,  Jane  8. 

JRq}ort  on  Foreign  BeUUionM. 

Mr.  Oalhouk,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Belations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  Preffldent  of  the  United  States  of  the 
first  instant,  made  a  report,  stating  at  laiige  the 
causes  and  reasons  of  a  war  with  Great  Britain, 
which  was  read  as  follows : 

^*That,  after  the  experience  which  the  Unitod 
Statoe  have  had  of  the  great  injustioe  of  the  Biitisk 
Government  towards  them,  «xem|^ed  by  ao  manj 
acts  of  violence  and  oppression,  it  will  be  more  diffi- 
cult to  justify  to  the  impartial  worid  their  impatieal 
foriwarance,  titan  the  measures  to  which  it  has  be- 
come necessary  to  resort,  to  avenge  the  wrongs  aad 
vindicate  the  li^ts  and  honor  of  the  natioii.  Yo«r 
committee  are  happy  to  observe,  on  a  dispaaiionato 
view  of  the  conduct  of  the  United  States,  that  tbej 
see  in  it  no  cause  for  censure. 

**  If  a  long  forbearance  under  injuries  ooght  ever  to 
be  considered  a  virtue  in  any  nation,  it  is  ODe  which 
peculiarly  becomes  the  United  States.  No  peopls 
ever  had  stronger  motives  to  cherish  peace;  aone 
have  ever  chenshed  it  with  greater  sinoertty  mad 
zeal. 

**  But  the  period  has  now  arrived,  when  the  Uniled 
States  must  support  their  character  and  station  among 
the  nations  of  the  earth,  or  submit  to  the  most  shame- 
ful degradation.  Foibearance  has  ceased  to  be  a  vir- 
toe.  War  on  the  one  ude,  and  peace  on  the  other,  is 
a  ritnation  as  ruinous  as  it  is  disgraceful  The  mad 
ambition,  the  lust  of  power^and  commercial  arariee 
of  Great  Britain,  arrogating  to  herself  the  cwnplcle 
dominion  of  the  ocean,  and  exercinng  over  it  aa  aa- 
bonnded  and  lawless  tyranny,  have  left  to  aeotml 
nations  an  alternative  only  between  tiie  base  mnea- 
der  of  their  richts,  and  a  manly  vindication  cf  them. 
Happily  for  l£e  United  Sutea,  tiieir  destiiiy,  vadsr 
the  aid  of  Heaven,  is  in  their  own  haada.  llie  erisii 
is  formidable  only  by  their  love  of  peace.  At  aooa  as 
it  becomes  a  duty  to  relinquish  that  sitnatioB,  daqgar 
disappears.  They  have  suffered  no  wrongs,  tixy  hava 
received  no  insults,  however  great,  for  which  tfaej 
cannot  obtain  redress. 

'*More  than  seven  years  have  elapsed  UKelha 
commencement  of  this  system  of  hostile  agiuassiua 
by  the  British  Government,  on  tiie  righta  and  intafw 
ests  of  the  United  Sutes.  The  manner  of  its  com- 
mencement was  not  less  hostile  than  the  spirit  wi& 
which  it  has  been  proeeouted.  The  United  Statae 
have  invariably  done  every  thing  in  their  power  te 
preserve  the  relations  of  friendship  witii  Great  Brit- 
ain. Of  this  disposition  the?  gave  a  distimasbad 
proof  at  the  moment  when  they  were  made  ue  Tio> 
tims  of  an  opposite  policy.  The  wrongs  of  tiie  last 
war  had  not  been  forgotten  at  the  oommenoemeat  of 
the  piesent  one.    They  warned  ns  of  dai^sen^  i 
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which  it  was  sought  to  provide.  As  earlj  as  the  year 
1804,  the  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  London 
was  instnicted  to  invite  the  British  Government  to 
enter  into  a  negotiation  on  all  the  points  on  which  a 
cdliaon  might  arise  between  the  two  countries,  in  the 
course  of  the  war,  and  to  propose  to  it  an  arrange- 
ment of  their  claims  on  fair  and  reasonable  condi- 
tions llie  invitation  was  accepted.  A  negotiation 
had  commenced,  and  was  depending,  and  nothing 
had  occurred  to  excite  a  doubt  that  it  would  not  ter- 
minate to  the  satiirfaction  of  both  the  parties.  It  was 
at  this  time,  and  under  these  cixcumstances,  that  an 
attack  was  made  bj  surprise,  on  an  important  branch 
of  the  American  commerce,  which  affected  every  part 
of  the  United  States,  and  involved  many  of  thehrdti- 
sens  in  ruin. 

«  The  commerce  on  which  this  attack  was  so  un- 
expectedly made,  was  that  between  the  United  States 
and  the  colonies  of  France,  Spain,  and  other  enemies 
of  Great  Britain.  A  commerce  jr.it  in  itself;  sanc- 
tioned by  the  example  of  Great  Britain,  in  regard  to 
the  trade  with  her  own  colonies ;  sanctioned  by  a 
aolemn  act  between  the  two  Governments  in  the  last 
war ;  and  sanctioned  by  the  practice  of  the  British 
Government  in  the  present  war:  more  than  two 
years  having  then  elapsed,  without  any  interference 
with  it 

^  The  injustice  of  this  attack  could  only  be  equalled 
by  the  absurdity  of  the  pretext  alleged  for  it.  It 
was  pretended  by  the  British  Government  that,  in 
case  of  war,  h?r  enemy  had  no  right  to  modify  its 
colonial  regulations,  so  as  to  mitigate  the  calamities 
of  war  to  the  inhabitants  of  its  colonies.  This  pre- 
tension, peculiar  to  Great  Britain,  is  utterly  incom- 
patible with  the  rights  of  sovereignty  in  every  inde- 
pendent State.  If  we  recur  to  tibe  well-established, 
and  universally  admitted  law  of  nations,  we  shall 
find  no  sanction  to  it  in  that  venerable  code.  The 
sovereignty  of  every  State  is  co-extensive  with  its 
dominions,  and  cannot  be  abrogated,  or  curtailed  in 
its  rights,  as  to  any  part,  except  by  conquest.  Neu- 
tral nations  have  a  right  to  trade  to  every  port  of 
either  belligerents,  which  is  not  legally  blockaded, 
and  in  all  articles  which  are  not  contraband  of  war. 
Such  is  the  absurdity  of  this  pretension,  that  your 
committee  are  aware,  especially  after  the  able  man- 
ner in  which  it  has  been  heretofore  refuted  and  ex- 
posed, that  they  would  offer  an  insult  to  the  under- 
standing of  the  House,  if  they  enlaiged  on  it ;  and  if 
any  thing  could  add  to  the  high  sense  of  ixyustice  of 
die  Britiui  Government  in  this  transaction,  it  would 
be  the  contrast  which  her  conduct  exhibits  in  le^^ard 
to  this  trade,  and  in  regard  to  a  similajr  trade  by  neu- 
trals, with  her  own  colonies  It  is  known  to  the 
world,  that  Great  Britain  regulates  her  own  trade,  in 
war  and  in  peace,  at  home  and  in  her  colonies,  as 
she  finds  for  her  interest;  that  in  war  she  relaxes  the 
restraints  of  her  colonial  system  in  favor  of  the  colo- 
nies, and  that  it  never  was  suggested  that  she  had 
not  a  right  to  do  it,  or  that  a  neutral,  in  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  relaxation,  violated  a  belligerent  right 
of  her  enemy.  But  with  Great  'Britain  every  thing 
U  lawfuL  It  is  only  in  trade  with  her  enemies,  that 
the  United  States  can  do  wrong :  with  them,  all  trade 
xsnnlawfuL 

.  "  In  the  year  1798)  an  attack  was  made  by  the 
British  Government  on  the  same  branch  of  our  neu- 
tral trade,  which  had  nearly  involved  the  two  coun- 
tries in  war.  That  difference,  however,  was  amica- 
bly accommodated.    The  pretension  was  withdrawn, 


and  reparation  made  to  the  United  States  for  the 
losses  which  they  had  sufifered  by  it.  It  was  fair  to 
infer  from  that  arransement,  that  the  commerce  was 
deemed  by  the  Britiui  Government  lawful,  and  that 
it  would  not  be  again  disturbed. 

*'  Had  the  British  Government  been  resolved  to 
contest  this  trade  with  neutrals,  it  was  due  to  the 
character  of  the  British  nation,  that  the  decision 
should  be  known  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
Statea  The  existence  of  a  negotiation  which  hfid 
been  invited  by  our  Government,  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  difibrences,  by  an  amicable  arrangement 
of  their  respective  pretensions,  gave  a  strong  daim 
for  the  notification,  while  it  afforded  the  fairest  op- 
portunity for  it.  But,  a  very  different  policy  anima- 
ted the  then  Cabinet  of  England.  Generous  senti- 
ments were  unknown  to  it.  The  liberal  confidence 
and  friendly  overtures  of  the  United  States  were 
taken  advantage  of  to  ensnare  them.  Steady  to  its 
purpose,  and  inflexibly  hostile  to  this  country,  the 
British  Government  calmly  looked  forward  to  that 
moment  when  it  might  give  the  most  deadly  wound 
to  our  interest  A  trade,  just  in  itself,  which  was 
secured  by  so  many  strong  and  sacred  pledges,  was 
considered  safe.  Our  citizens,  with  their  usual  in- 
dustry and  enterprise,  had  embarked  in  it  a  vast 
proportion  of  their  shipping  and  of  their  capital, 
which  were  at  sea  under  no  other  protection  than  the 
law  of  nations,  and  the  confidence  which  they  re- 
posed in  the  justice  and  friendship  of  the  British  na- 
tion. At  this  period,  the  imexpected  blow  was  given. 
Many  of  our  vessels  were  seized,  carried  into  port, 
and  condemned  by  a  tribunal,  which,  while  it  pro- 
fesses to  respect  tbo  law  of  nations,  obeys  the  man- 
date of  its  own  Government  in  opposition  to  all  law. 
Hundreds  of  other  vessels  were  driven  from  the 
ocean,  and  the  trade  itself  in  a  great  measure  sup- 
pressed. 

**  The  effect  produced  by  this  attack  on  the  lawful 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  was  as  might  have 
been  expected  from  a  virtuous,  independent,  and 
highly-injured  people.  But  one  sentiment  pervaded 
the  whole  American  nfttion.  No  local  interests  were 
regarded,  no  sordid  motives  felL  Without  looking 
to  the  parts  which  sufibred  most,  the  invasion  of  our 
rights  was  considered  a  common  cause,  and  from  one 
extremity  of  our  Union  to  the  other,  was  heard  the 
voice  of  a  united  people,  calling  on  their  (Govern- 
ment to  avenge  their  wrongs,  and  vindicate  the  rights 
and  honor  of  the  country. 

**From  this  period,  the  British  Grovemment  has 
gone  on  in  a  continued  encroachment  on  the  rights 
and  interests  of  the  United  States,  disregarding  in  its 
course,  in  many  instances,  obligations  which  have 
heretofore  been  held  sacred  by  civilized  nations. 

*'  In  May,  1806,  the  whole  coast  of  the  continent, 
from  the  Elbe  to  Brest,  inclunve,  was  declared  to  be 
in  a  state  of  blockade.  By  this  act,  the  well-estab- 
lished principles  of  the  law  of  nations,  principles 
which  have  served  for  ages  as  guides,  and  fixed  the 
boundary  between  the  rights  of  belligerents  and  neu- 
trals, were  violiited.  By  the  law  of  nations,  as  recog- 
nized by  Great  Britain  herself  no  blockade  is  lawful, 
unless  it  be  sustained  by  the  application  of  an  ade- 
quate force ;  and  that  an  adequate  foroe  was  applied 
to  this  blockade,  in  its  full  .extent,  ought  not  to  be 
pretended.  Whether  Great  Britain  was  able  to  main- 
tain legally  so  extensive  a  blockade,  considering  the 
war  in  which  she  is  engaged,  requiring  such  exten- 
sive naval  operations,  is  a  question  which  is  not 
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necessary  at  this  time  to  examine.  It  is  sufficient  to 
be  known,  that  sncli  force  was  not  applied,  and  this 
is  evident,  from  the  terms  of  the  blockade  itself,  by 
which,  comparatively,  an  inconsiderable  portion  of 
the  coast  oiJy  was  declared  to  be  in  a  state  of  strict 
and  rigorous  blockade.  The  objection  to  the  meas- 
ure is  not  diminished  by  that  circumstance.  If  the 
force  was  not  applied,  the  blockade  was  unlawful, 
firom  whatever  cause  the  failure  might  proceed.  The 
belligerent  who  institutes  the  blockade,  cannot  ab- 
solve itself  from  the  obligation  to  apply  the  force, 
under  any  pretext  whatever.  For  a  belligerent  to 
relax  a  blockade  which  it  could  not  maintain,  with  a 
view  to  absolve  itself  from  the  obligation  to  maintain 
it,  would  bo  a  refinement  in  iignstice,  not  less  insult- 
ing to  the  understanding,  than  repugnant  to  the  law 
of  nations.  To  claim  merit  for  the  mitigation  of  evil 
which  the  party  either  had  not  the  power,  or  found 
it  inconvenient  to  inflict,  would  be  a  new  mode  of  en- 
croaching on  neutral  rights.  Your  committee  think 
it  just  to  remark,  that  this  act  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment does  not  appear  to  have  been  adopted  in  the 
sense  in  which  it  has  been  since  construed.  On  con- 
sideration of  all  the  circumstances  attending  the 
measure,  and  particularly  the  character  of  the  dis- 
tinguished statesman  who  announced  it,  we  are  per- 
suaded that  it  was  conceived  in  a  spirit  of  concilia- 
tion, and  intended  to  lead  to  an  accomodation  of  aU 
difierences  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain.  His  death  disappointed  that  hope,  and  the 
act  has  since  become  subservient  to  other  purposes. 
It  has  been  made,  by  his  sucoessora,  a  pretext  for 
that  vast  system  of  usurpation,  which  has  so  long  op- 
pressed and  harassed  our  comnterce. 

*'  The  next  act  of  the  British  Government  which 
claims  our  attention,  is  the  Order  of  Qouncil  of  Janu- 
ary 7,  1807,  by  which  neutral  powers  are  prohibited 
trading  from  one  port  to  anotiier  of  France,  or  her 
allies,  or  any  other  country  with  which  Ghreat  Britain 
might  not  freely  trade.  By  this  order,  the  preten- 
sions of  England,  heretofore  disclaimed  by  every 
other  power,  to  prohibit  neutrals  disposing  of  parts  of 
their  cargoes  at  different  ports  of  the  same  enemy,  is 
revived,  and  with  vast  accumulation  of  injury.  Every 
enemy,  however  great  the  number,  or  distant  from 
each  other,  is  considered  one,  and  the  like  trade, 
even  with  powers  at  peace  with  England,  who,  from 
motives  of  policy,  had  excluded  or  restrained  her 
commerce  was  also  prohibited.  In  this  act,  the  Brit- 
ish Government  evidently  disclaimed  all  regard  for 
neutral  rights.  Aware  that  the  measures  authorized 
by  it  could  find  do  pretext  in  any  belligerent  right, 
none  was  urged.  To  prohibit  the  sale  of  our  produce, 
consisting  of  irmocent  articles,  in  any  port  of  a  belli- 
gerent, not  blockaded ;  to  consider  every  belligerent 
as  one,  and  subject  neutrals  to  the  same  restraints 
with  all  as  if  there  was  but  one,  were  bold  encroach- 
menta  But  to  restrain,  or  in  any  manner  interfere 
with  our  commerce  with  neutral  nations,  with  whom 
Great  Britain  was  at  peace,  and  against  whom  she 
had  no  justifiable  cause  of  war,  for  the  sole  reason 
that  they  restrained  or  excluded  from  tiieir  ports  her 
commerce,  was  utterly  incompatible  with  the  pacific 
rclatidns  subsisting  between  the  two  countries. 

"  We  proceed  to  bring  into  view  the  British  Order 
in  Council  of  November  11,  1807,  which  supersedecf 
every  other  order,  and  consummated  that  system  of 
hostility  on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
which  has  been  since  so  steadily  pursued.  By  this 
order  all  France  and  her  allies,  and  every  other  coun- 


try at  war  with  Great  Britain,  or  with  which  she 
was  not  at  war,  from  which  the  British  flag  was  ex- 
cluded, and  all  the  colonies  of  her  enemies,  were  sub- 
ject to  the  same  restrictions  as  if  they  were  a^ftoallj 
blockaded  in  the  m  ost  strict  and  rioroTDns  manner  ; 
and  all  trade  in  articles,  the  produce  and  mamrfac- 
ture  of  the  said  countries  and  colonies,  and  the  ves- 
sels engaged  in  it,  were  subjected  to  captoiv  and 
condemnation  as  lawful  prize.  To  this  order  certun 
exceptions  were  made,  which  we  forbear  to  notioey 
because  they  were  not  adopted  from  a  regard  to  neo- 
tral  rights,  but  were  dictated  by  policy,  to  promote 
the  commerce  of  England,  and  so  far  as  they  related 
to  neutral  powers,  were  said  to  emanate  from  the 
clemency  of  the  British  Government. 

*'  It  would  be  superfluous  in  your  committee  to 
state,  that,  by  this  order,  the  British  (jovemiftent  de- 
clared direct  and  positive  war  against  the  United 
Statea  The  dominion  of  the  ocean  was  completely 
usurped  by  it,  all  commerce  forbidden,  and  every  fls^ 
driven  from  it,  or  subjected  to  capture  and  oondem- 
nation,  which  did  not  subserve  the  policy  of  dse 
British  Government,  by  paying  it  a  tribute,  and  sail- 
ing under  its  sanction.  From  this  period,  the  United 
States  liave  incurred  the  heaviest  losses,  and  motX 
mortifying  humiliations.  They  have  borne  tise 
calamities  of  war  without  retorting  them  on  ita 
authors. 

"  So  far  your  committee  has  presented  to  the  view 
of  the  House  the  aggressions  which  have  been  eom- 
mitted,  under  the  authority  of  tiie  British  Gorem- 
ment,  on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States.  We 
will  now  proceed  to  other  wrongs,  which  have  been 
still  more  severely  felt  Among  these  is  the  impress- 
ment of  our  seamen,  a  practice  which  has  beeoi  un- 
ceasingly maintained  by  Great  Britain  in  the  wan 
to  which  she  has  been  a  party  since  our  Revolntion. 
Your  committee  cannot  convey  in  adequate  terms 
the  deep  sense  which  they  entertain  of  the  injostioe 
and  oppression  of  thijB  proceeding.  Under  the  pretext 
of  impressing  British  seaman,  our  fellow-citizens  are 
seized  in  British  ports,  on  the  high  seas,  and  in  every 
other  quarter  to  which  the  British  power  extends; 
are  taken  on  board  British  men-of-war,  and  com- 
pelled to  serve  there  as  British  subjects.  In  €tuM 
mode  our  citizens  are  wantonly  snatched  from  their 
country  and  their  families ;  deprived  of  their  liberty, 
and  doomed  to  an  ignominious  and  slavish  bondage ; 
compelled  to  fight  tiie  battles  of  a  foreign  coontry, 
and  often  to  perish  in  them.  Our  flag  has  givea 
them  no  protection ;  it  has  been  unceasingly  violaied, 
and  our  vessels  exposed  to  dangers  by  the  loss  of  the 
men  taken  from  thenL  Your  committee  need  not 
remark  that,  while  this  practice  is  continued,  it  is 
impossible  for  the  Um'ted  States  to  consider  them- 
selves an  independent  nation.  Every  new  case  is  m 
new  proof  of  their  degradation.  Its  continuance  is 
tiie  more  unjustifiable,  because  the  United  States 
have  repeatedly  proposed  to  the  British  Government 
an  arrangement  which  would  secure  to  it  the  control 
of  its  own  people.  An  exemption  of  tiie  citixens  of 
the  United  States  from  this  degrading  oppressioii, 
and  their  flag  from  violation,  is  all  that  they  havo 
sought. 

^  This  lawless  waste  of  our  trade,  and  eqnallT  un- 
lawful impritonment  of  our  seamen,  have  l^en  mvdi 
aggravated  by  the  insults  and  indignities  attending 
them.  Under  the  pretext  of  blockading  the  haibors 
of  France  and  her  allies,  British  squadrons  hate  been 
stationed  on  our  own  coast,  to  watch  and  annoy  oof 
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own  trade.  To  give  effect  to  the  blockade  of  Euro- 
pean ports,  the  porta  and  harbors  of  the  United  States 
naye  been  blockaded.  In  executing  these  ciders  of 
the  British  (SoTernment,  or  in  obeying  the  spirit 
which  was  known  to  animate  it,  the  commanders  of 
these  squadrons  have  encroached  on  our  jurisdiction, 
seized  our  vessels,  and  carried  into  effect  impress- 
'*  ments  within  our  limits,  and  done  other  acts  of  great 
injustice,  Tiolenoe,  and  oppression.  The  United 
States  have  seen,  with  mingled  indignation  and  sur- 
prise, that  these  acts,  instead  of  procuring  to  the  per* 
petrators  the  punishment  due  to  unauthorized  crimes, 
haye  not  failed  to  recommend  them  to  the  fayor  of 
their  Goyemment. 

^  Whether  the  BHtiih  Government  has  contributed 
hy  active  measures  to  excite  against  us  the  hostility 
of  the  saiyage  tribes  on  our  frontiers,  your  committee 
are  not  disposed  to  occupy  much  time  in  investigating. 
Certain. indications  of  general  notoriety  may  suppfy 
the  place  of  authentic  documents,  tiiough  these  have 
not  been  wanting  to  establish  the  fact  in  some  in- 
stances. It  is  known  that  symptoms  of  British  hos- 
tility towards  the  United  States  have  never  failed  to 
produce  oorresponding  symptoms  among  those  tribes. 
It  is  also  well  known  that,  on  all  such  occasions, 
abundant  supplies  of  the  ordinazy  munitions  of  war 
have  been  afforded  by  the  agents  of  British  commer- 
cial companies,  and  even  from  British  garrisons, 
wherewith  they  were  enabled  to  commence  that  sys« 
tern  of  savage  warfare  on  our  frontiers,  which  has 
been  at  all  times  indiscriminate  in  its  effect,  on  all 
ages,  sexes,  and  conditions^  and  so  revolting  to 
humanity. 

^  Your  committee  would  be  much  gratified  if  th^ 
could  close  here  the  detail  of  British  wrongs ;  but  it 
is  their  duty  to  recite  another  act  of  still  greater 
malignity  than  any  of  those  which  have  been  already 
brought  to  your  view.  The  attempt  to  dismember 
our  Union,  and  overthrow  our  excellent  constitution, 
by  a  secret  mission,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
foment  discontents  and  excite  ixisurrection  against  the 
constituted  authorities  and  laws  of  the  nation,  as 
lately  disclosed  by  the  agent  employed  in  it,  affords 
full  proof  that  there  is  no  bound  to  the  hostility  of 
the  British  Government  towards  the  United  States ; 
no  act,  however  unjustifiable,  which  it  would  not 
commit  to  accomplish  their  ruin.  This  attempt 
excites  the  greater  horror,  from  the  consideration 
that  it  was  made  while  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  were  at  peace,  and  an  amicable  negotiation 
was  depending  between  them  for  the  accommodation 
of  their  differences,  through  public  Ministers,  regu- 
larly authorized  for  the  purpose. 

*'  The  United  States  have  beheld,  with  unexampled 
foibearance,  this  continued  series  of  hostile  encroach- 
ments on  their  rights  and  interests,  in  the  hope  tiiat, 
yielding  to  the  force  of  fidendly  remonstrances,  often 
repeated,  the  British  Government  might  adopt  a 
more  just  policy  towards  them;  but  that  hope  no 
longer  exists.  They  have,  also,  weighed  impartially 
the  reasons  which  have  been  uiged  by  the  British 
Government  in  vindication  of  those  encroachments, 
and  found  in  them  neither  justification  nor  a^logy. 
^  '*  The  British  Government  has  alleged,  in  vmdica- 
tion  of  the  Orders  m  Council,  that  they  were  resorted 
to  as  a  retaliation  on  France  for  similar  aggressions 
committed  by  her  on  our  neutral  trade  with  the  Brit- 
ish dominions.  But  how  has  this  plea  been  support- 
ed? The  dates  of  Britifh  and  French  aggressions 
are  well  known  to  the  world.  Their  origin  and  pro- 
gress have  been  marked  with  too  wide  and  destruc- 


tive a  waste  of  the  property  of  our  fellow-citizens  to 
have  been  foigotten.  The  decree  of  Berlin,  of  No- 
vember 21st,  1806,  was  the  first  aggression  of  France 
in  the  present  war.  Eighteen  months  had  then 
elapsed  after  the  attack  made  by  Great  Britain  on 
our  neutral  trade  with  the  colonies  of  France  and 
her  allies,  and  six  months  from  the  date  of  the  proc- 
lamation of  May,  1806.  Even  on  the  7th  of  Januaiy, 
1807,  the  date  of  the  first  British  Order  in  Council, 
so  short  a  term  had  elapsed  after  the  Berlin  decree, 
that  it  was  hardly  possible  that  the  intelligence  of  it 
should  have  reached  the  United  States.  A  retalia- 
tion which  is  to  produce  its  effect,  by  operating  on  a 
neutral  power,  ought  not  to  be  resorted  to  tSl  the 
neutral  had  justified  it  by  a  culpable  acquiescence  in 
the  unlawful  act  of  the  other  belligerent.  It  ought 
to  be  delayed  until  after  sufficient  time  had  been  al- 
lowed to  the  neutral  to  remonstrate  against  the 
measures  complained  of,  to  receive  an  answer,  and 
to  act  on  it,  which  had  not  been  done  in  the  present 
instance.  And,  when  the  order  of  November  11th 
was  issued,  it  is  well  known  that  a  Minister  of 
France  had  declared  to  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  that  it  was  not  intend- 
ed that  the  decree  of  Berlin  should  apply  to  the 
United  Statea  It  is  equally  well  known,  that  no 
American  vessel  had  then  been  condemned  under  it, 
or  seizure  been  made,  with  which  the  British  Govern- 
ment was  acquainted.  The  fitcts  prove  incontestably, 
that  the  measures  of  France,  however  unjustifiable 
in  themselves,  were  nothing  more  than  a  pretext  for 
those  of  England.  And  of  the  insufficiency  of  that 
pretext,  ample  proof  has  already  been  afforded  by 
the  British  Government  itself,  and  in  the  most  im- 
pressive form.  Although  it  was  declared  that  the 
Orders  in  Council  were  retaliatory  on  France  for  her 
decrees,  it  was  also  declared,  and  in  the  orders  them- 
selves, that,  owinff  to  the  superiority  of  the  British 
navy,  by  which  3ie  fleets  of  France  and  her  allies 
were  confined  within  their  own  ports,  the  French  de- 
crees were  considered  only  as  empty  threats. 

"  It  is  no  justification  of  the  wrongs  of  one  power, 
that  the  like  were  committed  by  another ;  nor  ought 
the  fact,  if  true,  to  have  been  urged  by  either,  as  it 
could  aflbrd  no  proof  of  its  love  of  justice,  of  its  mag- 
nanimity, or  even  of  its  courage.  It  is  more  worthy 
the  Government  of  a  great  nation  to  relieve  than  to 
assail  the  injured.  Nor  can  a  repetition  of  the 
wrongs  by  anotiier  power  repair  tlie  violated  rights 
or  wounded  honor  of  the  injured  party.  An  utter 
inability  alone  to  resist  oould  justify  a  quiet  surrender 
of  our  lights,  and  degrading  submission  to  the  will 
of  others.  To  that  condition  the  United  States  are 
not  reduced,  nor  do  they  fear  it.  That  they  ever 
consented  to  discuss  with  either  power  the  miscon- 
duct of  the  other,  is  a  proof  of  their  love  of  peace,  of 
their  moderation,  and  of  the  hope  which  they  still 
indulged,  that  friendly  appeals  to  just  and  generous 
sentiments  would  not  be  made  to  them  in  vain.  But 
the  motive  was  mistaken,  if  their  forbearance  was 
imputed  either  to  the  want  of  a  just  sensibility  to 
their  wrongs,  or  a  determination,  if  suitable  redress 
was  not  obtained,  to  resent  them.  The  time  has 
now  arrived  when  this  system  of  reasoning  must 
cease.  It  would  be  insulting  to  repeat  it  It  would 
be  degradiuff  to  hear  it  The  United  States  must  act  as 
an  independent  nation,  and  assert  their  rights,  and 
avenge  their  wrongs,  according  to  their  own  estimate 
of  them,  with  the  party  who  commits  them,  holding  it 
rsqponsible  for  its  misdeeds,  unmitigated  by  those  of 
another 
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**  For  the  difference  made  between  Great  Britain 
and  France,  by  the  application  of  the  non-importa- 
tion act  against  England  only,  the  motive  has  been 
already  too  often  explained,  and  is  too  well  known 
to  require  farther  illustration.  In  the  commercial 
restrictions  to  which  the  United  States  resorted  as  an 
evidence  of  their  sensibili^,  and  a  mild  retaliation  of 
their  wrongs,  they  invariably  placed  both  powers  on 
the  same  footing,  holding  oat  to  each,  In  respect  to 
itself,  the  same  accommodatton,  in  case  it  accepted 
the  condition  offered,  and«  in  respect  to  the  ouier, 
the  same  restraint  if  it  refused.  Had  the  British 
Government  confirmed  the  arrangements  which  was 
entered  into  with  the  British  Minister  in  1809,  and 
France  maintained  her  decrees,  with  France  woold 
the  United  States  have  had  to  resist,  with  the  finn- 
ness  belonging  to  their  character,  the  continued  viola- 
tion of  their  rights.  The  committee  do  not  hesitate 
to  dodare,  that  France  has  greatly  injured  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  that  satisfactory  reparation  has  not 
vet  been  made  for  many  of  those  injuries.  But  that 
IS  a  concern  which  the  United  States  will  look  to 
and  settle  for  themselves.  The  hi^h  character  of  the 
American 'people  is  a  sufficient  pledge  to  the  worid 
that  they  wiu  not  fail  to  settle  it,  on  cooditioiis 
which  they  have  a  right  to  daim. 

''More  recently,  the  true  policy  of  the  British 
Government  towards  the  United  States,  has  been 
completely  unfolded.  It  has  been  publicly  declared 
by  those  in  power,  that  the  Orders  m  Council  should 
not  be  repealed  until  the  French  Government  had 
revoked  aU  its  internal  restraints  on  the  British  com- 
merce ;  and  that  the  trade  of  the  United  States  with 
France  and  her  allies,  should  be  prohibited,  until 
Great  Britain  was  also  allowed  to  trade  with  them.  By 
this  declaration,  it  appears  that,  to  satisfy  the  preten- 
sions of  the  British  Government,  the  United  States 
must  join  Great  Britain  in  the  war  with  France  and 
prosecute  the  mt  until  France  should  be  snbclued ; 
for  without  her  subjugation,  it  were  in  vain  to  pre- 
sume on  such  a  conrassion.  The  hostility  of  the 
British  Government  to  these  States  has  been  still 
fhrther  disclosed.  It  has  been  made  manifest  that 
the  United  States  are  considered  by  it  as  the  com- 
mercial rival  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  their  proa- 
perity  and  growth  are  incompatible  with  her  welfare. 
When  all  these  circumstances  are  taken  into  consid- 
eration, it  is  impossible  for  your  committee  to  doubt 
the  motives  which  have  governed  the  British  Minis- 
try in  all  its  measures  towards  the  United  States 
since  the  year  1805.  Equally  it  is  hnpossible  to 
doubt,  longer,  the  oourse  which  the  United  States 
ought  to  pursue  towards  Great  Britam. 

**  From  this  review  of  the  multiplied  wrongs  of  the 
British  Government  since  the  commencement  of  the 
present  war,  it  must  be  evident  to  the  impartial 
world,  that  the  contest  which  is  now  forced  on  the 
United  States,  is  radically  a  contest  for  their  sover- 
eiffnty  and  mdependenoei  Your  committee  will  not 
enlaige  on  any  of  the  injuries,  however  great,  which 
have  had  a  transitory  effect.  They  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  those  of  a  permanent  na- 
ture only,  which  intrench  so  deeply  on  our  most  im- 
portant lights,  and  wound  so  extensively  and  vitally 
our  best  interest^  as  could  not  fail  to  deprive  the 
United  States  of  the  principal  advantages  of  their 
Bevolation,  if  submitted  tx  The  control  of  our  oom- 
merce  by  Great  Britain,  in  regulating,  at  pleasure, 
and  expelling  it  almost  from  the  ocean;  the  oppree- 
sive  maimer  in  which  these  regulatioos  have  been 
oairied  into  effect,  by  seiziqg  and  <v>nfian.fl«at^  mch 


of  our  vessels,  with  their  cargoes,  aa  were  said  to 
have  violated  her  edicts,  oSen  without  pnvioos 
warning  of  their  danger;  the  impressment  of  oar 
citizens  from  on  board  our  own  vesnis  on  the  hi|Hi 
seas,  and  elsewhere,  and  holding  them  in  bondage  till 
it  suited  the  convenience  of  their  oppresKus  to  dslivBr 
tiiem  up ;  are  encroachments  of  that  high  and  dan- 
gerous tendency,  which  oould  not  laQ  to  produce  that 
pernicious  effect ;  nor  would  these  be  the  only  oob- 
sequenoes  that  would  result  from  H.  The  sritidi 
Gtyvemment  might,  for  a  while,  be  satisfied  witii  tfas 
ascendency  thus  gained  over  us,  but  its  preteuBoos- 
would  soon  increase.  The  proof  which  so  eompleie 
and  disgraceful  a  submission  to  its  swtixirity  ^Mild 
afford  a  our  degeneracy,  could  not  fail  to  inspire 
confidence,  that  there  was  no  limit  to  wliicfa  its 
usurpations,  and  our  degradation,  mii^  not  hs 
carried. 

"  Your  committee,  believing  that  the  free-bon 
sons  of  America  are  wortiiy  to  enjoy  the  'Shtttj 
which  their  fathers  purchased  at  the  pnoe  of  somMk 
blood  and  treasure,  and  seeing  in  tiie  measuies 
adopted  by  Great  Britsdn,  a  course  commenced  sad 
persisted  in,  which  must  lead  to  a  loss  of  natioosl 
character  and  independence^  fed  no  hesitatioo  m  ad- 
vising resistance  by  force ;  in  which  the  Americsss 
of  the  present  day  will  prove  to  the  enemy  and  to 
the  world,  that  we  have  not  only  inherited  thst 
liberty  which  our  fathers  gave  us,  but  also  the  will 
and  power  to  maintain  it  Reiving  on  the  patriot- 
ism of  the  nation,  and  confiduntly  trusting  mat  tbs 
Lord  of  Hosts  will  go  with  us  to  battle  in  the  li^ 
eons  cause,  and  orown  our  eflbrts  with  sooeeis, 
your  committee  recommend  an  immediate  ^ipesl  to 


On  motion  of  Mr.  MrroHSLL,  the  doors  were 
then  dosed, '  and  the  Hoose  sat  with  doon 
dosed  the  remainder  of  the  day's  ntting. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  IRASuQiLn 
that  the  proceedings  npon  the  said  Messsge  of 
the  President  be  had  and  oondocted  with  open 
doors;  and  the  question  thereon  bdng  tskea, 
it  was  determined  in  the  negatiye—yeas  45, 
nays  77. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  said  report 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

DMlaratian  qf  War. 

On  a  motion  made,  and  leave  given,  Mir.  Gjjl- 
HOUK,  from  the  same  committee,  preseotsd  a 
bill  declaring  war  between  Great  Britain  and 
her  dependencies  and  the  United  Stata  and 
their  territories;  which  was  read  the  lint 
time;  and  opposition  being  made  thereto  by 
Mr.  BAinMLPH,  the  question  was  taken  m  tiie 
form  prescribed  by  the  rales  and  orden  of  tbs 
House,  to  wit:  '^Shall  the  biU  be  njeotedr 
And  determined  in  the  negative— yeaa^  45, 
nays,  76. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  second  time,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whote  to- 
day. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  on  the  said  bill ;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  tiierdn,  Mr.  Speaker  resomed 
the  Chair,  and  Mr.  BiJBSETT  reported  that  the 
committee  had  hid  the  said  bill  under  coDsiden- 
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tion,  and  made  some  progress  therein,  and  had 
directed  him  to  ask  leav<e  to  sit  again. 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  have  leave  to  sit  asain  on  the  said  bill. 

And  then  the  House  aqjonmed  until  to-mor- 
row mdtning  eleven  o'clock. 


Thussdat,  Jane  4. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hilnob  that  the 
doors  of  the  House  be  now  opened;  and  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  the  bill  declaring 
War  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Dependen- 
cies and  the  United  States  and  their  Territories ; 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Speaker 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Bassbtt  reported 
that  the  committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under 
conmderation,  and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Qunror  to 
amend  the  said  bill,  by  adding  thereto  a  new 
section,  as  follows : 

<«  Sbc.  — w  And  (e  ii  further  aiaeieif  Thftt,  firom 
and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  the  act,  entitled 
'  An  act  conoeming  the  commercial  interooiurse  be- 
tween Uie  United  States  and  Great  Britafai  and 
France  and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other  pnr- 
posea,*  passed  the  fixvt  day  of  May,  one  thonsand 
eight  hnndreft  and  ten ;  and,  also^  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  sopplementaiy  to  the  act,  entitled  ** An  act 
conoeming  the  commercial  iaterconrse  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  France  and 
their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes," '  passed 
the  second  day  of  March,  one  thonsand  eight  hnndred 
and  eleven ;  and,  also,  the  act,  entitled  *  An  act  lay- 
ing an  embaigo  on  all  shqw  and  vessels  in  the  ports 
and  haibors  of  the  United  States  for  a  limited  time,' 
passed  the  fonitfa  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hnndred  and  twelve,  be,  and  tike  same  hereby  are^ 
repealed." 

A  motion  was  thereupon  made  by  Mr.  Kel- 
son, that  the  bill  and  the  proposed  amendment 
be  recommitted  to  a  Conunittee  of  the  whole 
House: 

And  the  question  thereon  being  taken,  it  was 
determined  in  the  neffative.  * 

The  question  was  men  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  Quinot  ;  and  determined 
in  the  negative — ^yeas  42,  nays  82. 

Ko  other  amendment  being  proposed  to  the 
said  bill,  the  question  was  taken  that  it  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  the  third  lime ;  and  passed  in 
the  affirmative— yeas  78,  nays  45,  as  follows : 

Ybab.— Willis  Alstmi,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  David  Bsjd,  Bnrwell  Bassett,  William 
W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Robert  Brown,  William 
A.  Bnrwell,  William  Bntler,  John  C.  Calhonn,  Fnn- 
CIS  Carr,  Langdon  Cheves,  James  Cochran,  J<^ 
CIoptOD,  Lewis  Condict,  William  Crawford,  Roger 
Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samnel  Dins- 
moor,  Ellas  Earie,  William  Findlay,  James  Fisk, 
Thomas  Ghdson,  Peterson  Ooodwyn,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  Felix  Grondy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John 
A.  Haiper,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman,  fi^chard 
M.  Jolmson,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  KiiLO^,  Abner 
Laoock,  Joaeph  Lefevre,  Peter  little,  Wm.  Lowndes, 


Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Thomas  Moore, 
William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim, 
Samnel  L.  MitcldU,  James  Moigan,  Jeremiah  Mor- 
row, Hngh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton, 
Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper, 
James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  WQliam  M. 
Richardson,  Samnel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John 
Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  jBbeneser  Sage,  Ebeneier 
Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samnel  Shaw, 
Geoige  Smith,  John  Smith,  William  Strong,  John 
Taliaferro,  Geoige  M.  Tronp,  Charles  Turner,  jr., 
Robert  WhitehUl,  David  R  WiUiams,  WiUiam  Wid* 
gray,  Robert  Wri^t,  and  Richard  Wynn, 

Nats.— John  Baker,  Josiah  Bartlett,  Harmanns 
Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  ElQah 
Brigham,  Epaphroditns  Champion,  Martin  Chitten* 
den^  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  William 
Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R  Gold, 
Charles  Goldsboroogh,  Jacob  Hnfty»  Richard  Jack*  • 
son,  jr.,  Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
Geo^  C.  MaxweU,  Archibald  McBiyde,  Aranah 
Metoal^  James  Mihior,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Thomas 
Newton,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.  EUsha 
R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qnin<7,  John  Randolph,  William 
Reed,  Heniy  Ridgely,  William  Rodman,  Richard 
Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Stoiges,  Geoige 
Sullivan,  Samuel  Taggart,  Bemamin  Ti^madge,  Uii 
Tra«sy,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton, 
Leonard  White,  and  Thomas  WOson. 

Ordered-^  That  the  said  bill  be  read  the  third 
time  to-day. 

The  said  bill  was  engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  time  aooordingly,  and  the  question  stated 
that  the  same  do  pass :  Whereupon,  a  motion 
was  made  by  Mr.  Kanpolph,  that  the  farther 
consideration  of  the  said  bill  be  postponed  until 
the  first  Monday  in  October  next;  and  the 
question  thereon  being  taken,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative-ryeas  42,  nays  81. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Stow,  that 
the  farther  consideration  of  the  said  bill  be  post- 
poned until  to-morrow ;  and  the  question  there- 
on being  taken,  it  was  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive—yeas 48,  nays  78. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Goldsbob- 
ouoH,  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn ;  and  the 
question  thereon  being  taken,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative— -yeas  43,  nays  82. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  that  the  said 
bill  do  pass ;  and  resolved  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  79,  nays  49,  as  follows: 

Ybas.— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  Daniel  Aveiy,  David  Bard,  Bnrwell 
Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  William  Bhuskledge, 
Bobert  Brown,  William  A  Bnrwell,  William  Butler, 
John  C.  Calhoun,  Frauds  Carr,  Langpdon  Cheves, 
James  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condict,  Wil- 
liam Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph 
Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  William  Find- 
lay,  James  Fisk,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed 
HaU,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hnwes,  John  Bl  Hyne- 
man, Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  Wiluam 
R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefevre,  Peter  Little, 
William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee, 
Alexander  McKim,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton,  Ste« 
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phen  Oimshjy  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  James 
Pleasants,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  William  M.  Richard- 
son, Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane, 
Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seayer, 
John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samnel  Shaw,  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  William  Strong, 
John  Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troop,  Charies  Tnmer,  jr., 
Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams,  William  Widg- 
exy,  Robert  Wright,  and  Richard  Wynn. 

Nays. — John  Baker,  Josiah  Biutlett,  Harmanns 
Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah 
Brigham,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chitten- 
den, Thomas  B.  Cooke,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  William 
Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Chas. 
Goldsborongh,  Jacob  Hnfty,  Richard  Jackson,  jr., 
Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
Creoige  C.  Maxwell,  Archibald  McBryde,  Aronah 
MetcaUl  James  Milnor,  Samnel  L.  Mitchill,  Jonathan 
'  O.  Mosely,  Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph  Pearson,  Tim- 
othy Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisfaa  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qoincy, 
John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  Heniy  M.  I^dgely, 
William  Rodman,  Thomas  Sammons,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  SfcaiKes, 
Geoige  Sullivan,  Samuel  Taggart,  Beigamin  Tall- 
mad^,  Peleg  Tallman,  Uri  Tracy,  Pierre  Van  Cort- 
landt,  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and 
Thomas  Wilson. 

Ordered^  That  the  title  be,  ^'  An  act  declaring 
War  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Dependen- 
cies, and  the  United  States  and  their  Terri- 
tories." 

Mr.  Macon  and  Mr.  Findlat  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  carry  the  bill  entitled  *^  An  act 
declaring  War  between  Great  Britain  and  her 
Dependencies,  and  the  United  States  and  their 
Territories,"  to  the  Senate,  and  to  inform  them 
that  the  House  of  Representatives  have  passed 
the  same,  in  confidence,  and  to  request  their 
ooncnrrence  therein. 


Thttbsdat,  June  18. 
Bin  Declaring  Wa/r. 

A  confidential  message  was  received  from  tlie 
Senate,  by  a  committee  of  that  body  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  consisting  of  Mr.  Akdebson 
and  Mr.  Yabnitm,  notifying  the  House  that  the 
Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  '>An  act 
declaring  War  between  Great  Britain  and  her 
Dependencies,  and  the  Uxiited  States  and  their 
Territories,"  with  amendments ;  in  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  Bfud 
amendments ;  when  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr. 
Shkffbt,  that  the  said  bill  and  amendments  be 
postponed  indefinitely. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  lUTr.  Milnob, 
that  the  said  bill  and  amendments  do  lie  on  the 
table;  and  the  question  thereon  being  taken,  it 
passed  in  the  amrmative — ^yeas  71,  nays  46. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  aforesaid  bill; 
when  the  question  recurred  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Sheffey,  and,  being  taken,  it  was  deter* 
mined  in  the  negative— yeas  44,  nays  85,  as 
follows : 

Ykas. — John  Baker,  Ab^ah  Bigelow,  Harmanns 


Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigbam,  Epa- 
phroditus Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Thonat  B. 
Cooke,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  James 
Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Golds- 
borongh,  Edwin  Gray,  Jacob  Hnftj,  Richaid  Jack- 
son, jr.,  Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewiijr., 
ArcUbald  McBryde,  James  Milnor,  Jooathsn  0. 
Mosely,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elidia 
R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qoincy,  John  Randolpn,  MlDiam 
Reed,  Hemr  M.  Ridgely,  William  Rodman,  Daniel 
Shefiey,  Kchard  Stanford,  Philip  Stnart,  SiUs  Stow, 
Lewis  B.  Stni^ges,  Geoige  Snllivan,  Samnel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Talhnadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Pierre  Van  Cort- 
landt,  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  Whits,  and 
Thomas  Wilson. 

Nats.— Willis  Alston,  ir.,  WHliam  Andenon,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  David  Bard,  Joaish 
Bartlett,  BnrweU  Basset!^  William  W.  Bibb,  Willisa 
Blaekledfle,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A 
BoFwell,  William  Bntler,  John  C.  Calhoon,  Fraacii 
Canr,  Langdon  Cheres,  James  Cochran,  John  Clop- 
ton,  Lewis  Condiot,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Cntt^ 
Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Deaha,  Samuel 
Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  William  Findlay,  James  Fulc, 
Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Good- 
wyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Gmndy,  Boiling  HaO, 
Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  11 
Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  Wil- 
liam R.  King,  Abner  Laoock,  Joseph  Leferre,  Peter 
Little,  William  Lowndes,  Aaitm  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Ms- 
con,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  WiQism 
McCoy,  Sunnel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Annsh 
Metcidf,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Monvw,  Ungfa 
Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen 
Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  James  Plea- 
sants, jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  William  M.  Richsrdson, 
Samnel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Nathsaid 
Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Searer,  John 
Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samnel  Shaw,  John  Smilil, 
George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Wm.  Strong,  John  Tslia- 
ferro,  George  M.  Tronp,  Charies  Turner,  jr.,  Rob«t 
Whitehill,  David  R.  WilHams,  William  Widgeiy, 
Robert  Wright,  and  Richard  Wynn. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  IUndous,  that 
the  said  bill  and  amendments  be  postponed  im- 
til  the  first  Monday  in  October  next  And  the 
question  thereon  being  taken,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negaitive — ^yeas  49,  nays  80. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  BAffDOLra, 
that  the  said  bill  and  amendments  be  postponed 
until  the  first  Monday  in  July  next  And  the 
question  thereon  being  talaen,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative — ^yeas  61,  nays  79. 

The  said  amendments  were  then  ooDcnrred  m 
by  the  House.  And  Mr.  Ma.cok  and  Mr.  Pcn>- 
LAY  were  appointed  a  committee  to  inform  the 
Senate  of  the  concurrence  of  the  House  in  the 
said  amendments. 

Mr.  Cbawford,  from  the  Joint  Committee 
for  Enrolled  Bills,  reported  that  the  committse 
had  examined  the  said  bill,  and  had  fbond  the 
same  to  be  truly  enrolled ;  when  the  Speaker 
signed  the  said  bill,  and  the  Committee  of  En- 
rollment were  ordered  to  take  it  to  the  Senate, 
for  the  signature  of  their  President 

Shortly  after,  Mr.  Orawfobd,  from  the  same 
committee,  reported  that  the  committee  had 
presented  the  said  bill  to  the  President  of  the 
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United  States^  for  his  approbation,  and  that 
they  were  instmoted  by  the  President  to  inform 
the  two  HoDses  that  he  had  approved  and 
signed  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  injunction 
of  secrecy  was  removed  from  so  much  of  the 
joomals  as  relates  to  the  President's  Message  of 
the  Ist  instant,  with  the  proceedings  thereon. 
And  then  the  House  adjourned  nntil  to-morrow 
morning,  11  o'dook. 


Fbidat,  June  19. 
Oecupatian  of  Florida. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tboup, 

Beiahedf  That  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  President's  Message,  at 
the  conomenoement  of  the  sesrion,  as  relates  to 
the  Spanish  American  colonies,  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authoridng  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  occupy  East 
and  West  Florida  without  delay. 

And  then  th6  doors  were  opened. 


MoimAT,  June  22. 

On  motion  made,  and  leave  given,  Mr. 
MrrcHiix,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
that  part  of  the  President's  Message,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  which  relates  to 
Spanish  American  colonies,  presented  a  bill 
authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  take  possession  of  a  tract  of  country  lying 
south  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  of  the  State 
Georgia,  and  for  other  purposes;  'which  was 
read  the  first  time.  When  a  question  was 
taken  whether  the  subject  matter  of  the  said 
bill  required  secrecy ;  and  passed  in  the  affirm- 
ative—yeas 71,  nays  44. 

The  said  bill  was  then  read  the  second  time, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to-morrow ;  and  the  doors  were  tiien  opened. 


Thttssday,  June  25. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent to  take  possession  of  a  tract  of  country 
lying  south  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  and  for  other  purposes ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Speaker  re- 
aomed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Lewis  reported  that 
the  committee  had  had  the  said  biU  under  con- 
aideration,  and  made  an  amendment  thereto; 
which  he  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where 
it  was  again  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the 
House.  Ilie  question  was  then  taken  that  the 
said  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time; 
and  passed  in  tiie  affirmative— yeas  70,  nays  48, 
as  follows : 

Tbasl — ^Wmiaiii  AndenoD,  Stevenjon  Aicber,  Bur- 
well  Batsett,  WilUani  W.  Bibb,  William  BlacUedge, 
Bobert  Btowd,  William  Butler,  John  G.  Calhono, 
Fiaads  Corr,  Matthev  Clay,  James  Cochran,  John 
Clopton,  Lewis  Condiot,  William  Cniwfind,  Richard 
Cvtti,  Roger  Davis,  John  Daweon,  Joeeph  Deshai 
You  IV.-r86 


Samuel  Dinnnoor,  William  Findlay,  James  Fiek, 
Meihack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Good- 
Wjm,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grtmdy,  Boiling  Hall, 
Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  John  M.  Hyneman, 
Ridiard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King, 
Abner  Lacook,  Peter  Little,  Aaron  Lyie,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  William 
McCoy,  Alexander  McK[m,  Samnel  L.  Mitchill, 
James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson, 
Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby, 
Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  Samnel  Ringgold, 
John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebeneser 
SaAe,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Samnel  Shaw, 
John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  William 
Strong,  John  Taliaforro,  George  M.  Troap,  Charles 
Turner,  jr.,  Robert  WhitehDl,  David  R.  Williams, 
William  Widgeiy,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nay& — Ewkiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  Ab^ah  Bige- 
low,  Harmanns  Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah 
Brigham,  William  A.  Burwell,  Epaphroditus  Champ- 
pion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  Thomas 
B.  Cooke,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  James 
Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Golds- 
borongh,  Edwin  Gray,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hnfty, 
Ricluud  Jackson,  jr.,  Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  William  Lowndes,  Archibald 
McBrjde^  Jas.  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Josepb 
Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin  jr.,  James  Pleasants,  jr., 
Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qoincy,  John  Randolph, 
William  M.  Richardson,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  WiUiam 
Rodman,  Thomas  Sammons,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel 
Shefiby,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B. 
Stnrges,  Samnel  Taggart,  Pierre  Yan  Cortlandt,  jr., 
Labaa  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomas  Wil- 
son. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  read  the  third 
time  to-day. 

The  said  bill  was  engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  time  accordingly :  When  a  motion  was 
made  by  Mr.  Bidoklt,  that  the  same  be  post- 
poned nntil  Monday  next;  and  the  question 
being  taken,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  that  the  said 
bill  do  pass;  and  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered^  That  the  titie  be,  "  An  act  anthoris- 
ing  the  President  to  take  possession  of  a  tract  of 
country  lying  south  of  the  Mississippi  Territory 
and  of  the  6tate  of  Georgia,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses.** 

Mr.  Mnromix  and  Mr.  Troup  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  carry  the  said  bill  to  the  SenateL 
and  inform  them  that  this  House  have  passed 
the  same,  in  confidence,  and  request  their  con- 
currence therein;  and  the  doors  were  then 
opened. 


Fbiday,  June  26.  • 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Randolph,  that 
the  injunction  of  secrecy  imposed  by  this  House 
on  the  bill,  entiUed  '^An  act  authorizing  the* 
President  to  take  possession  <»ra  tract  of  country 
lying  south  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  and  of 
the  State  of  Georgia,  and  for  other  purposes,'*' . 
together  with  the  injunction  of  secrecy  imposed 
UTOn  the  proceedings  of  the  said  bill,  be  taken 
off:  and,  on  the  question  that  the  House  do  * 
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now  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  said 
motion,  it  was  determined  in  the  negatiye. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Ridoklt, 
that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  reso- 
lation : 

lUtolved,  That  the  Prendent  of  the  United  States 
be  reqnested,  if,  in  his  opinion,  it  be  compatible  with 
the  public  interest,  to  lay  before  this  House,  confi- 
dentially or  otherwise,  foil  information  of  all  the 
prooeedLogs  that  have  been  had  mider  and  by  virtae 
of  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "  An  act  to  enable 
the  President  of  Sie  United  States,  under  certain 
contingencies,  to  take  possession  of  the  conntiy  lying 
east  of  the  river  Perdido,  and  south  of  the  State  of 
Georgia  and  the  Mississippi  Teritoiy,  and  for  other 
purposes;"  and  also  copies  of  all  instructions  that 
may  have  been  issued  by  the  Ezecutiye  branch  of 
this  Goyemment  imder  the  said  act 

And  on  the  question  that  the  House  do  now 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  said  resolu- 
tion, it  passed  in  the  affirmatiye— yeas  78, 
nays  88. 

The  question  was  then  taken  that  the  said 
resolution  do  pass ;  and  resolyed  in  the  affirma- 
tive—yeas 68,  nays  61. 

Wednssdat,  July  1. 
Mr.  RiDGSLY,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
on  the  26th  ultimo,  to  present  a  resolution  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  reported  that 
the  committee  had  p^ormed  that  service,  and 
that  the  President  answered,  that  a  due  atten- 
tion sliould  be  paid  to  the  subject. 

Oeeupation  qf  Florida. 

A  Message  was  then  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Coles,  his 
Secretary,  who  delivered  in  the  same,  and 
withdrew. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  is  as  follows: 
To  the  Houte  of  RepretmUaHvea  of  the  United  States  : 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  die  House  of 
Representatiyes,  of  the  tweniy-sizth  of  June,  I  trans- 
mit the  information  contained  in  the  documents  here- 
with enclosed.  JAM£S  MADISON. 

July  1,  1812. 

The  said  documents  were  read ;  and  the  doors 
were  then  opened. 

[The  following  letters,  forming  a  part  of  the 
documents  accompanying  the  above  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  were  ordered 
to  be  published  by  l^e  House  on  the  6th  instant.] 
From  the  Secretary  of  State  to  General  George  Mai- 
tkewt  and  Coionel  John  McKee,  dated 

Depabtmeiit  or  Stats, 

%  Jamuxry  26,  1811. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  having  ap- 
pointed you,  jointly  and  severally,  Commissioners  for 
carrying  into  effiiot  certain  provisions  uT  an  act  of 
Congress  (a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed)  relative  to 
Ibe  portion  of  the  Floridas  situated  to  the  east  <^  the 
Perdido,  you  will  repair  to  that  quarter  with  all  pos- 
sible expedition,  conceaUng  from  general  obaervation 
iihe  trust  committed  to  you,  with  that  disctotioa  with 
vhich  the  delicacy  and  importance  of  the  uodiertak- 
ixig  require. 


Should  yon  find  Governor  Fdlch,  or  tl»  loeal 
authority  existing  there,  inclined  to  mTeiider,  in  an 
amicable  manner,  tiie  possesrion  of  the  renainii^ 
portion  or  portions  of  West  Florida  now  held  by  him 
in  the  name  of  the  Spanish  Mooanshy,  yon  axe  to 
accept,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  the  abdicarfam 
of  his,  or  of  the  other  existing  authority,  and  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  country  over  which  it  extenda. 
And,  should  a  stipulation  ^  insisted  on  for  the  re- 
delivery of  the  oountiy,  at  a  future  period,  you  may, 
engage  for  such  redeliveiy  to  the  lawful  sovereign. 

The  debts  clearly  due  from  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment to  the  people  of  the  Territory,  tarrendeind,  may, 
if  insisted  on,  be  assumM  within  reasonable  limiia, 
and  under  specified  descriptions,  to  be  settled  here- 
after as  a  claim  against  Spain  hi  an  adjustment  of 
our  affiurs  with  Mr.  Yon  may  also  gnaranlee,  in 
the  name  of  the  United  States,  the  oonfirmntion  of 
all  such'  titles  to  land  as  are  deariy  maeCioDed  by 
Spanish  laws ;  and  Spanish  civil  functionaiiea,  when 
no  special  reasons  may  require  ohangea,  are  to  be 
permitted  to  remain  in  office,  with  the  assimnee  of 
a  continuation  of  the  prevailiog  kwa,  with  siieh 
alterations  only  as  may  l^  ifeoessarily  required  in  the 
new  situation  of  the  country. 

,  If  it  should  be  required,  and  be  &und  ncoeamiy, 
you  may  agree  to  advance,  as  above,  a  renaoaable 
sum  for  the  transportation  of  the  Spanish  troopa. 

These  directions  are  adapted  to  one  of  the  con- 
tingencies specified  in  the  act  of  Congress,  namelv, 
the  amicable  sorrender  of  the  possession  of  the  Teni- 
toiy  by  the  local  ruling  authority.  But,  aboold  the 
arrangement  oontemplated  by  the  statute,  not  be  made, 
and  would  there  be  room  to  entertain  a  suspicion  of 
an  existing  design  in  any  foreign  power  to  ooeo^ 
the  country  in  question,  you  are  to  keep  yooiaelyes 
on  the  alert^  and  on  the  first  undoubted  manifesta- 
tion of  the  i^proach  of  a  force  for  that  pnrpoae,  yon 
will  exercise  with  promptness  and  vigor,  tlw  poven 
with  which  you  are  invested  by  the  Resident  to  pre- 
occupy by  force,  the  Territory,  to  the  entire  exchuson 
of  any  armament  that  may  be  advancing  to  ttke 
possession  of  it.  In  this  event  you  win  exercise  a 
sound  diMsretion  in  applying  the  powers  given  witii 
respect  to  debts,  titles  to  kmd,  civil  officers,  and  the 
continuation  of  the  Spanish  laws ;  takinf  care  to 
comnut  the  Government  on  no  point  further  than 
may  be  necessary.  And  should  any  Spanish  militBiy 
force  remain  witi^n  the  country,  after  the  oocnps 
by  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  yon  may,  ini 
case,  aid  in  theur  removal  from  the  same. 

The  uuivenal  toleration  wMch  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  assure  to  eveiy  religious  permaaon, 
will  not  escape  yon  as  an  argoment  for  quietiii^  the 
minds  of  uninformed  individuals,  who  may  entartaia 
fears  on  that  head. 

The  conduct  you  are  to  pursue  in  regard  to  East 
Florida,  must  be  regulated  by  the  dicUtes  of  year 
own  judgments,  on  a  close  view  and  accurate  knowl- 
edge of  the  precise  state  of  tilings  there,  and  of  the 
reu  disposition  of  the  Spanish  Government,  ahrajs 
recurring  to  the  present  instruction  as  tiie  paramoont 
rule  of  your  proceedings.  Should  you  disoover  in 
inclination  in  ^t  Governor  of  East  Florida,  or  In  the 
existing  local  authority,  amicably  to  sumoder  that 
province  into  the  posseesion  of  the  United  Stately 
you  are  to  aoc^  it  on  the  same  terms  that  are  pre- 
scribed by  these  instructions  in  relation  to  West 
Florida.  And,  m  case  of  the  actual  appearanee  ef 
any  attempt  to  take  poMession  by  a  foie^  power 
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yoQ.  will  panne  the  same  eflfective  measures  for  the 
occupation  of  the  Territory,  and  for  the  exclnsioa  of 
foreign  force,  as  yon  are  directed  to  pnrsne  with  re- 
spect to  the  coontzy  east  of  the  Perdido,  forming, 
at  this  time,  the  extent  of  Governor  Folch's  jnrisdic- 


If  yon  should  under  these  instructions,  obtain  pos- 
session of  Mobile,  you  will  lose  no  time  in  informing 
Governor  Claiborne  thereof,  with  a  request  that  he 
wilL  without  delay,  take  the  necessaiy  steps  for  the 
occupation  of  the  same. 

All  ordnance  and  military  stores  that  may  be 
found  in  the  Territory  must^be  held  as  the  property 
of  the  Spanish  Government,  to  be  accounted  for 
hereafter  to  the  proper  authority ;  and  you  will  not 
fail  to  transmit  an  inventory  thereof  to  this  Depart- 
ment. 

If,  in  the  execution  of  any  part  of  these  instruc- 
tions, you  should  need  the  aid  of «  military  force,  the 
same  will  be  aflbrded  you  upon  your  application  to 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops  of  the  United 
States  on  that  station,  or  to  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  nearest  post,  in  virtue  of  orders  which  have 
been  issued  from  the  War  Department  And,  in  case 
you  should  moreover  need  naval  assistance,  you  wHl 
receive  the  same  upon  your  application  to  the  naval 
conmiander,  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  the  Navy 
Department. 

From  the  Treasury  Department  wHl  be  issued  the 
necessary  instructions  in  relation  to  imposts  and 
duties,  and  to  the  dave  ships  whose  arrival  is  appre- 
hended. * 

The  President,  relying  upon  your  discretion, 
authorises  you  to  draw  upon  the  Collectors  of  Orleans 
and  Savannah  for  such  sums  as  may  be  necessary  to 
defraying  unavoidable  expenses  that  may  be  incurred 
in  the  execution  of  these  instmotions,  not  exceeding, 
in  your  drafts  on  New  Orleans,  eight  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  in  your  drafts  on  Savannah  two  thousand 
dollars,  without  further  authority ;  of  which  expenses 
you  will  hereafter  exhibit  a  detailed  account  du)^ 
supported  by  satis&ctoxy  vouchers. 

PoenacBiFT. — If  Governor  Folch  should  unexpect- 
edly require  and  pertinaciously  insist  that  the  stipu- 
lation for  the  re-delivery  of  the  territory  should  also 
indnde  that  portion  of  the  country  which  is  situated 
west  of  the  river  Perdido,  you  are,  in  yielding  to 
such  demand,  only  to  use  general  words  that  may  by 
implication  comprehend  that  portion  of  the  countiy ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  yon  are  expressly  to  provide, 
ihftt  such  stipulation  shall  not,  in  any  way,  impair  or 
afiect  the  right  or  titie  of  the  United  States  to  the 


7%$8ecreta9y  of  State  to  Cfeneral  MatAewi. 
Departiceiit  of  Statr,  JprU  i,  1812. 

Sir, — ^I  have  had  tiie  honor  to  receive  your  letter 
of  the  fourteenth  of  March,  and  have  now  to  com- 
municate to  you  the  sentiments  of  the  Preadent^  on 
the  very  interesting  subject  to  which  it  relates. 

I  am  Sony  to  hisve  to  state  that  the  measures 
which  you  appear  to  have  adopted  for  obtaining  pos- 
session of  Amelia  Island,  and  other  parts  of  East 
Florida,  are  not  authorised  by  the  law  of  the  United 
States,  or  the  instructions  founded  on  it^  under  which 
yoQ  have  acted. 

You  were  authorized  by  the  law,  a  copy  of  which 
was  communioated  to  you,  and  by  your  instructions, 
which  are  strictiy  conformable  to  it,  to  take  poases- 


rion  of  East  Florida,  only  in  case  one  of  the  following 
contingencies  should  h^pen :  either  that  the  Gover- 
nor or  other  existing  local  authority  should  be  dis- 
posed to  place  it  amicably  in  the  hands  of  the  United 
States,  or  that  an  attempt  should  be  made  to  take 
possession  of  it  by  a  foreign  power.  Should  tiie  first 
contingency  happen,  it  would  follow,  that  the  ar- 
rangement being  amicable,  would  require  no  force 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  cany  into  eflfeot 
It  was  only  in  case  of  an  attempt  to  take  it  by  a 
foreiffu  power  that  force  could  be  necessary,  in 
which  event  only  were  you  authorized  to  avail  your- 
self of  it 

In  either  <^  these  contingencies  was  it  the  policy 
of  the  law,  or  purpose  of  the  Executive,  to  wrest  the 
province  forcibly  aom  Spain;  but  only  to  occupy  it 
with  a  view  to  prevent  its  falling  into  the  hands  of  any 
foreign  power,  and  to  hold  that  ple^i^  under  the  ex- 
isting peculiarity  of  the  circumstances  of  the  Spanish 
Monarchy,  for  a  just  result  in  an  amicable  negotiation 
withSpaia 

Had  the  United  States  been  disposed  to  proceed 
otherwise,  that  intention  would  have  been  manifested 
by  a  chsmge  of  the  .  law,  and  suitable  measures  to 
carry  it  into  effect  And  as  it  was  in  their  power  to 
take  possession  whenever  they  might  think  that  cir- 
cumstances authorized  and  required  it,  it  would  be 
more  to  be  regretted,  if  possession  should  be  effixtted 
by  any  means  irregular  in  themselves,  and  subjecting 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  unmerited 
censure. 

The  views  of  the  Executive  respecting  East  Florida, 
are  further  illustrated  by  your  instructions  as  to 
West  Florida.  Altiiough  the  United  States  have 
thought  that  they  had  a  good  titie  to  tiie  latter  prov- 
ince, they  did  not  take  possession  until  after  the 
Spanish  authority  had  been  subverted  by  a  revolu- 
tionaiy  proceeding,  and  the  contingency  of  the 
countiy  being  thrown  into  fordgn  hands,  had  forced 
itself  into  view.  Nor  did  they  then,  nor  have  they 
since,  dispossessed  the  Spanish  troops  of  the  post 
which  they  occupied.  If  they  did  not  think  proper 
to  take  possession  by  force,  of  a  province  to  which 
they  thought  they  were  justly  entitled,  it  could  not  be 
presumed  that  they  should  intend  to  act  diffiBientiy, 
in  respect  to  one  to  which  they  had  not  such  a  claim. 

I  may  add,  that^  although  due  sensibility  has  been 
always  felt  for  the  injuries  which  were  received  from 
the  Spanish  Government  in  the  last  war,  the  present 
situation  of  Spain  has  been  a  motive  for  a  moderate 
and  pacific  poUcy  towards  her. 

In  conmiunicating  to  you  these  sentiments  of  the 
Executive  on  the  measures  you  have  lately  adopted 
for  taking  possession  of  East  Florida,  I  add,  with 
pleasure,  that  the  utmost  confidence  is  reposed  in 
your  integri^  and  zeal  to  promote  the  welfare  of 
vonr  country.  To  that  zeal  the  error  into  which  you 
have  fallen,  is  imputed.  But,  in  consideration  of  the 
part  which  you  have  taken,  which  diflfers  so  essen- 
tially from  that  contemplated  and  authorized  by  the 
Government,  and  contradicts  so  entirely  the  princlpks 
on  which  it  has  uniformly  and  sincerely  acted,  you 
will  be  sensible  of  the  necessity  of  discontinuing  the 
service  in  which  yon  have  been  employed. 

You  will,  therefore,  consider  your  powers  as  re- 
voked on  the  receipt  of  this  letter.  Ilie  new  duties 
to  be  performed  will  be  transferred  to  the  Governor 
of  (Georgia,  to  whom  instructions  will  be  g^ven  on  all 
the  droumstanoes  to  which  it  may  be  proper,  at  tho 
present  junctore,  to  call  his  attentioo,  I  am,  Ac, 
General  Matthkws,  &o. 
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The  Secretary  of  State  to  His  Excellency  D,  B.  Milck- 
-  dl,  the  Oovemor  of  Georffta,    ' 

Depabimekt  of  State,  April  10,  1812. 

Snt, — ^The  President  is  desirons  of  availing  tibe 
public  of  yonr  services,  in  a  oonoem  of  rancli  delicacy 
and  of  high  importance  to  the  United  States.  Oir- 
onmstances  with  which  yon  are  in  some  degree  ac- 
qnaanted,  bnt  which  will  be  ftdly  explained  by  the 
endoeed  papers,  have  made  it  necessary  to  revoke 
the  powers  heretofore  committed  to  General  Mat- 
thews, and  to  conmiit  them  to  yon.  The  President 
is  persuaded  that  yon  will  not  hesitate  to  tmdertake 
a  trust  so  important  to  the  nation,  and  peculiarly  to 
the  State  of  Geonpa.t ,  He  is  the  more  confident  in 
this  belief,  from  uie  consideration  that  these  new 
duties  may  be  dischaiged  without  interfering,  as  he 
presumes,  with  those  of  the  station  which  you  now 
hold. 

By  the  act  of  the  fifteenth  of  Jannaiy,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eleven,  you  will  observe  that  it 
was  not  contemplated  to  take  possession  of  East 
Florida,  or  any  part  thereof,  unless  it  should  be  sur- 
rendered to  the  United  States  amicably  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, or  other  local  authority  of  the  province,  or 
against  an  attempt  to  take  possession  of  it  by  a 
foreign  power :  and  you  will  also  see  that  General 
Matthewi^  instractions,  of  which  a  copy  is  like- 
wise enclosed,  correspond  fully  with  the  law. 

By  the  docnmeats  in  possession  of  the  Govern- 
ment, it  appears  that  neither  of  these  contingencies 
have  happened ;  that,  instead  of  an  amicable  sur- 
render by  the  Governor,  or  other  local  authority,  the 
troops  of  the  United  States  have  been  used  to  dis- 
possess the  Spanish  authority  ^y  force.  I  fcnrbear  to 
dwell  on  the  details  of  this  transaction,  because  it  is 
painful  to  recite  them.  By  the  letter  to  Gtmeral 
Mat&ews,  which  is  enclosed,  open  for  your  perusal, 
yon  will  fully  comprehend  the  views  of  the  Govern- 
ment respecting  tiie  late  tranisaction ;  and,  by  the 
law,  the  former  instructions  to  the  General,  and  the 
late  letter  now  forwarded,  yon  will  be  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  course  of  conduct  which  it  is  ex- 
pected of  yon  to  pursue  in  future,  in  discharging  the 
duties  heretofore  enjoined  on  him. 

It  is  the  desire  of  the  President  that  yon  should 
turn  your  attention  and  direct  your  eilbrts,  in  the 
first  instance,  to  the  restoration  of  tiiat  state  of 
things  in  the  province  which  existed  before  the 
late  transactions.  The  Executive  oonsideM  it 
proper  to  restore  back  to  the  Spanish  authorities^ 
Amelia  Island,  and  such  other  parts,  if  any,  of  East 
Florida,  as  may  have  thus  been  tsJcen  from 
them.  With  this  view,  it  will  be  neoessaiy  for  yon 
to  communicate  direcUy  with  the  Governor  or  princi- 
pal officer  of  Spain  in  that  province,  and  to  act  in 
harmony  irith  Idm  in  the  attainment  of  it  It  is 
presumed  that  the  arrangement  will  be  easily  and 
amicably  made  between  you.  I  enclose  yon  an  order 
from  the  Secretaiy  of  War  to  the  commander  <^  the 
troops  of  the  United  States  to  evacuate  the  country, 
when  requested  so  to  do  by  yon,  and  to  pay  the  same 
respect  in  future  to  your  order  in  fblfilling  the  duties 
enjoined  by  the  law,  that  he  had  been  instructed  to 
do  to  that  of  General  Matthews. 

In  restoring  to  the  Spanish  authorities  Amelia  Isl- 
and, and  such  other  parts  of  East  Florida  as  may 
have  been  taken  possession  of  in  the  name  of  the 
United  States,  there  is  another  olgect  to  which  your 
particular  attention  will  be  due.  In  the  measures 
lately  adopted  by  General  Matthews  to  take  posses- 


sion of  that  territory,  it  is  probable  that  madi  idi- 
anoe  has  been  placed,  by  the  people  who  acted  in  it, 
on  the  countenance  and  support  of  the  Umtad  Stato. 
It  will  be  improper  to  expose  these  people  to  Ae  re- 
sentment of  the  Spanish  authwities.  It  is  not  to  ba 
presumed  that  those  authorities,  in  regaining  pouaa. 
sion  of  the  Territory,  in  this  amicable  mode,  from  tibe 
United  States,  will  be  disposed  to  indnlga  anj  sadi 
feeling  towards  them.  You  will,  however,  come  to  a 
full  understanding  with  the  Spanish  Gorenor  on 
this  subject,  and  not  faQ  to  obtain  from  him  the 
moat  explicit  aaid  satisfiMjtory  assurance  respecting  it 
Of  this  assurance  you  will  duly  apprise  the  partial 
interested,  and  of  tiie  oonfidenoe  wfaieh  you  repoie  io 
it  It  is  hoped,  that,  on  this  delicate  and  vary  io- 
terestbg  point,  the  Spanish  Governor  will'  avail 
himself  of  the  opportunity  it  presents  to  evince  the 
friendly  disposition  of  his  Qovemment  toward  the 
United  States. 

There  is  one  other  remaining  dnnunstaooe  oolj  to 
which  I  wish  to  call  your  attention,  and  that  relatei 
to  General  Mattiiewa  himself.  Hie  gallant  and 
meritorious  services  in  our  Bevdntion,  ud  patriotio 
conduct  since,  have  always  been  held  infaigfa  eetuna- 
tion  by  the  Government.  His  errors,  in  this  initanoe, 
are  imputed  altogether  to  his  seal  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  his  country ;  but  they  are  of  a  natnn  to 
impose  on  the  Government  the  neceasity  of  the  mea>- 
nrea  now  taken,  in  giving  effect  to  which  jon  wfll 
doubtieas  feel  a  disposition  to  consult,  aa  far  u  maj 
be,  his  personal  sensibility.  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  Ac, 

JAMES  MONBOE. 

P.  S. — Should  yon  find  it  impracticable  to  execnte 
the  dutiea  deaignated  above,  in  person,  the  Preadent 
requests  that  yon  will  be  so  good  as  to  empbj  some 
▼eiy  respectable  character  to  represent  yon  in  it,  to 
whom  yon  are  authorized  to  allow  a  sisular  compen- 
sation, it  is  hoped,  however,  that  yon  maj  ba  aUa 
to  attend  to  it  in  person,  for  reasons  which  I  need 
not  enter  into.  The  expenses  to  which  ygp  maj  be 
exposed  will  be  promptiy  paid  to  yonr  draft  on  tfaii 
Department. 

The  Secretary  if  State  to  D.  B.  Mittkdl,  &;.,  (hf- 
emorof  Georgia, 
Dbpabimest  of  Statk,  Mttjf  27, 1812. 

SiB,— I  have  had  the  honor  to  reodT*  yovr  letter 
of  the  second  instant,  from  St.  Maiy'a,  whera  job 
had  arrived  in  dischaige  of  the  trust  repoaed  in  yov 
by  the  President,  in  rdation  to  East  Florida. 

My  letter  by  Mr.  Isaacs,  has^  I  presume,  anbrtai- 
tially  answered  the  most  important  of  the  qoeriei 
submitted  in  yonr  letter,  bnt  I  will  give  to  each  a 
more  distinct  answer. 

By  the  law,  of  which  a  copy  was  forwarded  to  jtn, 
it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Premdent  to  pnr?ant  the 
occupation  of  East  Florida  by  any  foreign  power.  It 
follows  that  yon  are  authorised  to  crasiaer  the  en- 
trance, or  attempt  to  enter,  especially  under  exutiqg 
circumstances,  of  British  troops,  of  any  deecriptioB, 
as  the  case  contemplated  by  the  law,  and  to  nse  the 
proper  means  to  d^eat  it. 

An  instruction  will  be  immediately  forwardadto 
the  commander  of  the  naval  force  of  the  Umted 
States,  in  the  neighborhood  of  East  Florida,  to  gira 
you  any  assistance,  in  case  of  emergency,  iriiich  yoo 
may  think  necessary,  and  reqnire. 

It  is  not  expected,  if  you  find  it  propwto  withdraw 
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the  troopa,  that  yoa  should  interfere  to  compel  the 
patriots  to  sarrender  the  coontry,  or  any  part  of  it, 
to  the  Spanish  authorities.  The  United  States  are 
responsible  for  their  own  oondnct  only,  not  for  that  of 
the  inhabitants  of  East  Florida.  Indeed,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  oompromitment  of  the  United  States 
to  the  inhabitants,  you  have  been  already  instructed 
not  to  withdraw  the  troops,  unless  you  find  that  it 
may  be  done  consistently  with  their  safety,  and  to 
report  to  the  Government  the  result  of  your  confer- 
ences with  the  Spanish  authorities,  with  your  opinion 
of  their  views,  holding  in  the  mean  time  the  ground 
occupied. 

In  the  present  state  of  our  aJFairs  with  Great  Britain 
the  course  above  pointed  out  is  the  more  justifiable 
and  proper.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &a, 

JAMES  MONROE. 


Fbidat,  July  8. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  by 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  Leib,  a  oom- 
mittee  appointed  for  the  purpose,  notifying  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  rejected  the  bill, 
entitled  **  An  aot  authorizing  the  President  to 
take  possession  of  a  tract  of  country  lying  south 
of  the  Mississippi  Territory  and  of  the  State 
of  6eorgil^  and  for  other  purposes." 


MoKDAT,  July  6. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb, 

jReaohed^  That  the  injunotion  of  secrecy,  so 
far  as  concerns  ^^  An  act  to  enable  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  under  certain  contingen- 
cies, to  take  possession  of  tiie  country  lying 
east  of  the  Perdido,  and  south  of  the  State  of 
Georgia  and  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  passed  on  the  twelfth  of 
January,  one  thousand  ei^ht  hundred  and 
eleven,  and  "  A  bill  authorizing  the  President 
to  take  possession  of  a  tract  of  country  lying 
south  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  and  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  and  for  other  purposes;" 
passed  the  twenty-fifth  of  June  last,  and  the 
proceedings  thereon,  respectively,  be  removed. 
And,  also,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  following 
letters :  two  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
General  G.  Matthews,  one  dated  the  twenty- 
sixth  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eleven,  and  the  other  the  fourth  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  twelve  *  and  two 
from  Mr.  Monroe  to  General  D.  B.  Mitchell,  one 
dated  the  tenth  of  April,  the  other  the  twenty- 
seventh  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twelve. 

The  doors  were  then  opened. 
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TWELFTH  CONGRESS.-SECOND  SESSION. 


BEGUN   AT   THE  CITY  OF  WASHINGTON,  NOVEMBER  2,   1812. 


PROCEEDmOS  IN  THE  SENATE. 


Monday,  Noyember  2, 1812. 
The  second  session  of  the  twelfth  Ooiigress 
eonunenoed  this  day  at  the  city  of  Washington, 
oonformably  to  the  act  passed  at  the  last  session, 
entitled  "  An  act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next 
meeting  of  Congress  ;*'  and  the  Senate  assem- 
bled in  their  Chamber. 

PBXS2ENT. 

Nicholas  Gilbcan  and  Ohabues  Cutts,  from 
New  Hampshire. 

Joseph  B.  Yabnttm,  from  Massaohnsetts. 

Ghaunoxt  Goodbioh,  from  Connecticut 

JxBEMiAH  B.  Howell,  from  Rhode  Island. 

Jonathan  Robinson,  from  Vermont. 

John  Lambebt,  from  New  Jersey. 

MiOHABL  IiEiB^om  Pennsylvania. 

Otttbbbbidob  Hobsbt,  from  Delaware. 

Samuel  Smith,  from  Maryland. 

Jesse  Fbanklin  and  Jambs  Txtbnbb,  from 
North  Carolina. 

John  Gaillabd,  from  South  Carolina. 

William  H.  Cbawfobd  and  Chables  Tire, 
fromGeorda. 

Geoboe  W.  Campbell,  from  Tennessee. 

Thos.  Wobthinoton  and  Alexandeb  Camp- 
bell, from  Ohio. 

There  being  no  quorum,  the  Senate  a^oumed 
till  to-morrow. 


Ttjssdat,  November  3. 

Anbbew  Gbeoo,  from  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  John  Tatlob,  from  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  severally  attended. 

William  H.  Cbawvobd,  President  pro  ten^ 
pore^  resumed  the  chair. 

Otdered.  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the 
House  of  Representatives  that  a  quorum  of  the 
Senate  is  assembled  and  ready  to  proceed  to 
business. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives informed  the  Senate  that  a  quorum  of  the 
House  is  assembled  and  ready  to  proceed  to 
business.  The  House  have  appointed  a  com- 
mittee on  their  part,  jointly  with  such  commit- 


tee as  may  be  appointed  on  the  port  ci  the 
Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  notify  him  that  a  qnorara  of  the 
two  Houses  is  assembled  and  rneidy  to  receive 
any  oonmiunication  that  he  may  be  pleased  to 
make  to  them. 

The  Senate  concurred  in  the  appointment  of 
a  joint  committee  on  their  part,  agreeaUy  to 
the  resolution  last  mentioned ;  and  Messrs.  Gail- 
labd, and  Smith  of  Maryland,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

A  committee  was  appointed  agreeably  to  the 
42d  rule  for  conducting  busmess  in  the  Semde. 
Messrs.  Lbib,  Fbankun,  and  Gbboo,  are  the 
committee. 

Be9ohed^  That  each  Senator  be  auf^lied,  dur- 
ing the  present  session,  with  three  such  news- 
papers printed  in  any  of  the  States  as  he  may 
choose,  provided  that  the  same  be  fumiahed  at 
the  usual  rate  for  the  annual  charge  of  such 
papers:  and  provided,  also,  that  if  any  Senator 
shall  choose  to  take  any  newspapers  other  than 
daily  papers,  he  shall  be  suppliea  with  as  many 
such  papers  as  shall  not  exceed  the  price  of 
three  da^y  papers. 

Mr.  Gailla^  reported  from  the  joint  com- 
mittee, that  they  had  waited  on  the  Preadait 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  President 
had  informed  the  committee  that  he  woold 
make  a  communication  to  the  two  Houses  at 
twelve  o'clock  to-morrow. 


WsDNESDAT,  November  4. 

Obadlah  Gebman,  from  the  State  of  New 
York,  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Leib,  a  committee  of  diree 
members  were  appointed,  who,  with  three 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to 
be  appointed  by  the  said  House,  shall  have  the 
direction  of  the  money  appropriated  to  the 
purchase  of  books  and  maps  for  the  use  of  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress :  and  Messrs.  Lxn^ 
Taft,  and  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee  on  the  part  <^  the 
Senate. 
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Prendenfs  Annual  Mestage. 

The  following  Message  was  receired  from  the 
Pbbsidxnt  of  thk  UmrxD  8tatbs  : 
Fdhw^Ukma  qfik»  Senate 

and  Heme  of  Hqnreeentativet : 

On  our  present  meetinj^  it  is  my  first  dnty  to  in- 
vite your  attention  to  the  proiddential  fayors  which 
oar  countiy  has  experienced,  in  the  nnnsoal  degree 
of  health  dispensed  to  its  inhabitants,  and  in  the  rich 
abundance  itith  which  the  earth  has  rewarded  the 
labors  bestowed  on  it.  In  the  snccessfol  cultivation 
of  other  branches  of  industry,  and  in  the  progress  of 
general  improvement  favorable  to  the  national  pros- 
perity, there  is  just  occasion,  also,  for  our  mutual 
congratulations  and  thankfulnessL 

With  these  blessings  are  necessarily  mingled  the 
pressures  and  vicissitudes  incident  to  the  state  of  war 
into  which  the  United  States  have  been  forced  by  the 
perseverance  of  a  foreign  power  in  its  ^rstem  of  in- 
jnstice  and  aggression. 

Previous  to  its  declaration,  it  was  deemed  proper, 
as  a  measure  of  precaution  and  forecast,  that  a  con- 
nderable  force  should  be  placed  in  the  Michigan  Ter- 
ritory, with  a  general  view  to  its  security,  and,  in 
the  event  of  war,  to  such  operations  in  the  uppermost 
Canada  as  would  intercept  the  hostile  in^ence  of 
Great  Britain  over  the  savages,  obtain  the  command 
of  the  lake  on  which  that  part  of  Canada  borders, 
and  maintain  co-operating  relations  with  such  forces 
as  might  be  most  convenientiy  employed  against 
other  parts.  Brigadier  General  Hufi  was  charged 
with  this  provisional  serrice ;  baring  under  his  com- 
mand a  body  of  troops  composed  of  regulars  and 
Tolunteers  from  the  State  of  Ohio.  Haring  reached 
his  destination  after  his  knowledge  of  the  war,  and 
possesvng  discretionary  authority  to  act  offensively, 
he  passed  into  the  neighboring  territory  of  the  enemy, 
with  a  prospect  of  easy  and  victorious  progress.  The 
expedition,  nevertheless,  terminated  ui^ortunately, 
not  only  in  a  retreat  to  the  town  and  fort  of  Detroit, 
but  in  die  surrender  of  both,  and  of  the  gallant  corps 
oommanded  by  that  officer.  The  causes  of  this  pain- 
ftd  reverse  will  be  investigated  by  a  military  tribunal 

A  distinguishing  feature  in  the  operations  which 
preceded  and  followed  tiiis  adverse  events  is  the  use 
made  by  the  enemy  of  the  merciless  savages  under 
their  influence.  Whilst  the  benevolent  policy  of  the 
United  States  invariably  recommended  peace,  and 
promoted  civilization  among  that  wretched  portion 
c^  the  human  race  $  and  was  making  exertions  to 
dissuade  them  from  taking  either  side  in  tiie  war, 
the  enemy  has  not  scrupled  to  oall  to  his  aid  their  ruth- 
lees  ferocity,  armed  with  the  horrors  of  those  instru- 
ments of  carnage  and  torture  which  are  known  to 
r«  neither  age  nor  sex.  In  this  outrage  against 
laws  of  honorable  war,  and  against  the  feelings 
■acred  to  humanity,  the  British  commanders  cannot 
resort  to  a  plea  <^  retaliation ;  for  it  is  committed  in 
the  face  of  our  example.  They  cannot  mitigate  i^ 
by  calling  it  a  self-defence  against  men  in  arms ;  for 
it  embraces  the  most  shocking  butcheries  of  dei^ice- 
less  families.  Nor  can  it  be  pretended  that  they  are 
not  answerable  for  the  atrocities  perpetrated ;  since 
the  savages  are  employed  with  a  knowledge,  and 
eyen  with  menaces,  that  their  fury  could  not  be  con- 
trolled. Such  is  the  spectacle  which  the  deputed 
authorities  of  a  nation,  boasting  its  religion  and 
morality,  have  not  been  restrained  from  presenting  to 
an  enlightened  age. 


The  misfortune  of  Detroit  was  not,  however,  with- 
out a  consoling  effect  It  was  followed  by  signal 
proofs  that  the  national  spirit  rises  according  to  the 
pressure  on  it.  The  loss  of  an  important  post,  and 
of  the  brave  men  surrendered  with  it,  inspired  every 
where  new  ardor  and  determination.  In  the  States 
and  districts  least  remote,  it  was  no  sooner  known, 
than  eveiy  citizen  was'resdy  to  fly  with  his  orms,  at 
once,  to  protect  his  brethren  against  the  blood-thirsty 
savages  let  loose  by  the  enemy  on  an  extensive  flron- 
tier,  and  to  convert  a  partial  calamity  into  a  source 
<^  invigorated  efibrts.  This  patriotic  zeal,  which  it 
was  necessary  rather  to  limit  than  excite,  has  em- 
bodied an  ample  force  from  the  States  of  Kentucky^ 
and  Ohio,  and  from  parts  of  Pennsylvania  and  Vir- 
ginia. It  is  placed,  with  the  addition  of  a  few  regu- 
lars, under  the  command  of  Brigadier  General  Har- 
rison, who  possesses  the  entire  confidence  of  his  fel- 
low-soldiers, among  whom  are  citizens,  some  of  them 
volunteers^  the  ranks,  not  less  distingulsed  by  their 
political  stations,  than  by  their  personal  merits.  The 
greater  portion  of  this  force  is  proceeding  on  its  des* 
tination,  towards  the  Michigan  Territory,  having 
succeeded  in  relieving  an  important  fhintier  post,  and 
in  several  incidental  operations  against  hostile  tribes 
of  savages,  rendered  indispensable  by  the  sub- 
serviency into  which  they  had  been  seduced  by  the 
enemy ;  a  seduction  the  more  cruel,  as  it  could  not 
fail  to  impose  a  necessity  of  precautionary  severities 
against  those  who  yielded  to  it. 

At  a  recent  date,  an  attack  was  made  on  a  post  of 
the  enemy  near  Niagara,  by  a  detachment  of  the 
regular  and  other  forces,  under  the  command  <^ 
Mi^or  General  Van  Rensselaer,  of  the  militia  of  the 
State  of  New  York.  The  attack,  it  appears,  was 
ordered,  in  compliance  with  the  ardor  of  the  troops, 
who  executed  it  with  distinguished  gallantry,  and 
were,  for  a  time,  victorious ;  but  not  receiving  the 
expected  support  they  were  compelled  to  yidd  to 
reinforcements  of  British  regulars  and  savages.  Our 
loss  has  been  considerable,  and  is  deeply  to  be  la- 
mented. That  of  the  enemy,  less  ascertained,  will 
be  the  more  felt,  as  it  includes,  among  the  killed,  the 
commanding  general,  who  was  also  Governor  of  the 
province  ;  and  was  sustained  by  veteran  troops,  fh>m 
inexperienced  soldiers,  who  must  daily  improve  in 
the  duties  of  the  field. 

Our  expectation  of  gaining  the  command  of  the 
lakes,  by  the  invasion  of  Canada  from  Detroit,  hav- 
ing been  disappointed,  measures  were  instantly  taken 
to  proride,  on  them,  a  naval  force  superior  to  that  of 
the  enemy.  From  the  talents  and  actirity  of  the 
officer  chuged  with  this  object,  eveiy  thing  that  can 
be  done  may  be  expected.  Should  the  present  season 
not  admit  of  complete  success,  the  progress  made 
will  insure,  for  the  next,  a  naval  ascendency,  where 
it  is  essential  to  our  permanent  peace  with,  and  con- 
trol over,  the  savages. 

Among  the  incidents  to  the  measures  of  the  war,  I 
am  constrained  to  advert  to  the  refusal  of  the  Gov- 
ernors of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  to  furnish 
the  required  detachments  of  militia  towvrda  the  de- 
fence of  the  maritime  frontier.  The  refusal  was 
founded  on  a  novel  and  unfortunate  exposition  of  the 
provisions  of  the  constitation  relating  to  the  militia. 
The  correspondences  which  will  be  before  you,  con- 
tain the  requisite  information  on  the  subject.  It  is 
obrious  that,  if  the  authority  of  the  United  States  to 
call  into  serrice  and  command  the  militia  for  the 
public  defence,  can  be  thus  fimstmted,  even  in  a  state 
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of  dediired  war,  and  of  course,  onder  appreheiisioDJi 
of  invaaon  preceding  war,  they  are  not  one  nation 
for  the  pitrpoae  most  of  all  requiring  it ;  and  that  the 
public  safety  may  have  no  other  resource,  than  in 
those  large  and  permanent  militaiy  establishments 
which  are  forbidden  by  the  principles  of  onr  free 
Government,  and  against  the  necessity  of  which  the 
militia  were  meant  to  be  a  constitutional  bulwark. 

On  the  coasts,  and  on  the  ocean,  the  war  has  been 
as  successful  as  circumstances  inseparable  from  its 
early  stages  could  promise.  Our  public  ships  and 
private  cruisers,  by  their  activity,  and,  where  there 
was  occasion,  by  their  intrepidity,  have  made  the 
enemy  sensible  of  the  difference  between  a  reciprocity 
of  captures,  and  the  long  confinement  of  them  to 
their  side.  Our  trade,  with  little  exception,  has 
safely  reached  our  ports ;  having  been  much  favored 
in  it  by  the  course  pursued  by  a  squadron  of  our 
frigates,  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Bodgera. 
And  in  the  instance  in  which  skill  and  bravery  were 
more  particularly  tried  with  those  of  the  ^nemy,  the 
American  flag  had  an  auspicious  triumph.  The  frigate 
Constitution,  commanded  by  Captain  Hull,  after  a 
dose  and  short  engagement,  completely  disabled  and 
captured  a  British  frigate  ;  gaining  for  that  officer,  and 
all  on  board,  a  praise  which  cannot  be  too  liberally 
bestowed;  not  merely  for  the  victory  actually 
achieved,  but  for  that  prompt  and  cool  exertion  of 
commanding  talents,  which,  giving  to  courage  its 
highest  character,  and  to  the  force  applied  its  full 
effect,  proved  that  more  could  have  been  done  in  a 
contest  requiring  more. 

Anxious  to  abridge  the  evils  from  which  a  state  of 
war  cannot  be  exempt,  I  lost  no  time  after  it  was  de- 
clared, in  conveying  to  the  British  Goveimnent  the 
terms  on  which  its  progress  might  be  arrested,  with- 
out awaiting  the  delays  of  a  formal  and  final  pacifi- 
cation ;  and  our  ChargS  d'Affaires  at  London  was, 
at  the  same  time,  authorized  to  agree  to  an  armistice 
founded  upon  them.  These  terms  required  that  the 
Orders  in  Council  should  be  repealed  as  they  a£fected 
the  United  States,  without  a  revival  of  blockades 
violating  acknowledged  rules ;  and  that  there  should 
be  an  immediate  dischaxge  of  American  seamen  from 
British  ships,  and  a  stop  to  impressment  firom  Ameri- 
can ships,  with  an  understan^g  that  an  exclusion 
of  the  seamen  of  each  nation  from  the  ships  of  the 
other  should  be  stipulated ;  and  that  the  armistice 
'should  be  improved  into  a  definitive  and  comprehen- 
sive adjustment  of  depending  controversies.  Al- 
though a  repeal  of  the  Orders  susceptible  of  explana- 
tions meeting  the  views  of  Una  Government  had 
taken  place  before  this  pacific  advance  was  commu- 
nicated to  ^at  of  Great  Britain,  the  advance  was 
declined  from  an  avowed  repugnance  to  a  suspension 
of  the  practice  of  impressments  during  the  armistice, 
and  without  any  intimation  that  the  arrangement 
proposed,  with  respect  to  seamen,  would  be  accepted. 
Whether  the  subsequent  communications  from  this 
Grovemment,  affording  an  occasion  for  reconsidering 
the  sublet  on  tiie  part  of  Great  Britain,  will  be 
viewed  m  a 'more  favorable  light,  or  received  in  a 
more  accommodating  spirit,  remains  to  be  known.  It 
would  be  unwise  to  relax  our  meaisures,  in  any  re- 
spect, on  a  presumption  of  such  a  result. 

The  documents  from  the  Department  of  State, 
which  relate  to  this  subject,  will  give  a  view  also  of 
the  propositions  for  an  armistice,  which  have  been 
received  here,  one  of  them  from  the  authorities  at 
Halifax  and  in  Canada,  the  other  from  the  British 


Government  itself  through  Admiral  Warren ;  and  d 
the  grounds  on  which  neither  of  them  could  be  ao> 
cepted. 

Our  affairs  with  France  retain  the  posture  wbick 
they  held  at  my  last  communications  to  yoo.  NoU 
withstanding  the  authorized  expectations  of  an  early 
as  well  as  favorable  issue  to  the  discussions  on  foot, 
these  have  been  procrastinated  to  the  latest  date. 
The  only  intervening  occurrence  meriting  attentkn, 
is  the  promulgation  of  a  French  decree  pnrportiiig  to 
be  a  definitive  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  de- 
crees. This  proceeding,  although  made  the  ground 
of  the  repeal  of  British  Orders  in  Council,  it  render- 
ed, by  the  time  and  manner  of  it,  liable  to  many  ob- 
jections. 

The  final  communications  from  our  special  lfxm9> 
ter  to  Denmark,  affi^rd  further  proofs  of  the  good 
effects  of  his  mission,  and  of  the  amicable  dispositiaa 
of  the  Danish  Government  From  Russia,  we  have 
tiie  satisfaction  to  receive  assurances  of  oaotinned 
friendship,  and  that  it  will  not  be  afiected  by  the 
rupture  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 
Sweden  also  professes  sentiments  favorable  to  the 
subsisting  harmony. 

With  the  Barbaiy  Powers,  excepting  that  of 
Algiers,  our  affairs  remidn  on  the  ordinary  foodi^. 
The  Consul  General,  residing  wiUi  tiiat  Re^ncy,  has 
suddenly,  and  without  cause,  been  banished,  to- 
gether  with  all  the  American  citizens  found  there. 
Whether  this  was  the  tran&toiy  eflect  of  capricious 
despotism,  or  the  first  act  of  predetermined  hosdKty, 
is  not  ascertained.  Precautions  were  taken  by  the 
Consul  on  the  latter  supposition. 

The  Indian  tribes,  not  under  foreign  mstigatiooa, 
remun  at  peace,  and  recmve  the  civilizing  attentioas 
which  have  proved  so  beneficial  to  theuL 

With  a  view  to  that  vigorous  prosecation  of  fbtB 
war  to  which  onr  national  fiunilties  are  adequate,  the 
attention  of  Congress  wUl  be  particulariy  drawn  to  the 
insufficiency  of  existing  providons  for  filling  up  tbe 
BlClitaiy  Establishment.  Such  is  the  happy  oooditioB 
of  our  country,  arismg  from  the  facility  of  subsist- 
ence and  the  high  wages  for  evexy  spedea  of  ooeopa- 
tion,  that  notwithstanding  the  augmented  indnoe- 
ments  provided  at  the  last  session,  a  pirtial  saooess 
only  has  attended  the  recruiting  seryiee.  The  de- 
ficiency has  been  necessarily  supplied  during  tbe 
campaign  by  other  than  regular  troops,  with  all  the 
inconveniences  and  expense  incident  to  them.  The 
remedy  lies  in  establishing  more  fovorably  for  the 
private  soldier,  the  proportion  between  his  reoom- 
pense  and  the  teite  of  his  enlistment.  And  it  is  a 
subject  wMoh  cannot  too  soon  or  too  serioosljbe 
taken  into  consideration. 

The  same  insufficiency  has  been  experienced  in  the 
provisions  for  volunteers  made  by  an  act  of  the  last 
session.  The  reoompenae  for  the  service  required  in 
this  case  is  still  less  attractive  than  in  the  other. 
And  although  patriotism  alone  has  sent  into  tiie  MA 
some  valuable  corps  of  that  description,  those  alone 
who  can  afford  the  sacrifice  can  be  reasonah^  ex- 
pected to  yield  to  that  impulse. 

It  will  merit  consideration,  also,  whether,  as  aux- 
iliary to  the  security  of  our  frontiers,  corps  may  not 
be  advantageously  oiganized,  witii  a  restriction  of 
their  services  to  particular  districts  convenient  to 
them.  And  whether  tbe  local  and  occasional  services 
of  mariners  and  others  in  the  seaport  towns,  under  n 
similar  oiganization,  would  not  be  a  provident  addi- 
tion to  the  means  of  their  defence. 
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I  recommend  a  proTision  for  an  increaae  of  the 
general  officers  of  the  army,  the  deficiency  of  which 
has  been  illnstrated  bj  the  number  and  distance  of 
separate  commands,  which  the  course  of  the  war  and 
the  advantage  of  the  service  have  required. 

And  I  cannot  press  too  strongly  on  the  earliest  at- 
tention of  the  Legislatnre,  the  importance  of  the  re- 
oiganization  of  the  staff  establishment,  with  a  view 
to  render  more  distinct  and  definite  the  relations  and 
responsibilities  of  its  several  departmentSr  That 
there  is  room  for  improvements  which  will  materially 
promote  both  economy  and  success,  in  w^at  apper- 
tains to  the  army  and  the  war,  is  equally  inculcated 
by  the  examples  of  other  countries,  and  by  the  ex- 
perience of  our  own. 

A  revision  of  the  militia  lawB  for  &e  purpose  of 
rendering  them  more  systematic,  and  better  adapting 
them  to  the  emergencies  of  the  war,  is,  at  this  time, 
particularly  desirable. 

Of  the  additional  ships  authorised  to  be  fitted  for 
service,  two  will  be  shortly  ready  to  sail ;  a  third  is 
under  repair,  and  delay  will  be  avoided  in  the  repair 
of  the  residue.  Of  the  appropriations  for  the  pur- 
chase of  materials  for  ship  building,  the  greater  part 
has  been  applied  to  that  object,  and  the  purchase 
will  be  continued  with  the  balance. 

The  enteiprising  spirit  which  has  characterized 
our  naval  force,  and  its  success,  both  in  restraining 
insults  and  depredations  on  our  coasts,  and  in  repri- 
sals on  the  enemy,  will  not  fail  to  recommend  an 
enlaigement  of  it 

There  being  reason  to  believe  that  the  act  pro- 
hibiting the  acceptance  of  British  licenses  is  not  a 
fufficient  guard  against  the  use  of  them  for  purposes 
favorable  to  the  interests  and  views  of  the  enemy, 
further  provisions  on  that  subject  are  highly  import- 
ant Nor  is  it  less  so,  that  penal  enactments  should 
be  provided  for  cases  of  corrupt  and  perfidious  inter- 
course with  the  enemy,  not  amounting  to  treason, 
nor  yet  embraced  by  any  statutary  provisions. 

A  considerable  number  of  American  vessels  which 
were  in  England  when  the  revocation  of  the  Orders 
in  Council  took  place,  were  laden  with  British  manu- 
factures, under  an  erroneous  impression  that  the  non- 
importation act  would  immediately  cease  to  operate, 
and  have  arrived  in  the  United  States.  It  did  not 
appear  proper  to  exercise,  on  unforeseen  cases  of  such 
magnitude,  the  ordinary  powers  vested  in  the  Trea- 
sury Department  to  mitigate  forfeiture^  without  pre- 
viously affording  to  Congress  an  opportunity  of  mak- 
ing on  the  subject  such  provisions  as  they  may  think 
proper.  In  their  decision,  they  will  doubtless  equally 
consult  what  is  due  to  equitable  considerations  and 
to  the  public  interest 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  80th  of  September  last,  have  exceed- 
ed sixteen  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars;  which  have 
been  sufficient  to  defray  all  the  demands  on  the  Trea- 
sury to  that  day,  including  a  necessary  reimburse- 
ment of  near  three  millions  of  the  principal  of  the 
public  debt  In  these  receipts  is  included  a  sum  of 
near  five  millions  eight  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  received  on  account  of  the  loans  authorized 
by  the  acts  of  the  last  session :  the  whole  sum  actu- 
ally obtained  on  loan  amounts  to  eleven  millions  of 
doUars,  the  residue  of  which,  being  receivable  subse- 
quent to  the  80th  of  September  last,  will,  together 
with  the  current  revenue,  enable  us  to  defiray  all  the 
expenses  of  this  year. 

The  duties  on  the  late  unexpected  importationB  of 


British  manufactures  will  render  the  revenue  of  the 
ensuing  year  more  productive  than  could  have  been 
anticipated. 

The  situation  of  our  country,  fellow-citizens,  is  not 
without  its  difficulties ;  though  it  abounds  in  animat- 
ing considerations,  of  which  the  view  here  presented 
of  our  pecuniary  resources  is  an  example.  With 
more  than  one  nation  we  have  serious  and  unsettled 
controversies ;  and  with  one,  powerful  in  the  means 
and  habits  of  war,  we  are  at  war.  The  spirit  and 
strength  of  the  nation  are  nevertheless  equal  to  the 
support  of  all  its  rights,  and  to  cany  it  through  all 
its  trials.  They  can  be  met  in  that  confidence. 
Above  all,  we  have  the  inestimable  consolation  of 
knowing  diat  the  war  in  which  we  are  actually  en- 
gaged, is  a  war  neither  of  ambition  nor  of  vain 
glory ;  that  it  is  waged,  not  in  violation  of  the  rights 
of  othors,  but  in  the  maintenance  of  our  own ;  that 
it  was  preceded  by  a  patience  without  example, 
under  wrongs  accumulating  without  end :  and  tiiat 
it  was  finally  not  declared  until  every  hope  of  avert- 
ing it  was  extinguished,  by  the  transfer  of  the  Britidi 
sceptre  into  new  hands  clinging  to  former  councils ; 
and  until  declarations  were  reiterated  to  tiie  last 
hour,  through  the  British  Envoy  here,  that  the  hostile 
edicts  against  o>ur  commercial  rights  and  our  mari- 
time independence  would  not  be  revoked ;  nay,  that 
they  could  not  be  revoked  without  violating  the  obli- 
gations of  Great  Britain  to  other  powers,  as  well  as 
to  her  own  interests.  To  have  shrunk,  under  such 
circumstances,  from  manly  resistance,  would  have 
been  a  degradation  blasting  our  best  and  proudest 
hopes ;  it  would  have  struck  us  from  the  higb.  ranks 
whiere  the  virtuous  struggles  of  our  fathers  had 
placed  us,  and  have  betrayed  the  magnificent  legacy 
which  we  hold  in  trust  for  future  generations.  It 
would  have  acknowledged,  that,  on  the  element  whioh 
fonns  three-fourtiis  of  the  globe  we  inhabit,  and  where 
all  independent  nations  have  equal  and  common  rightsi 
the  American  people  were  not  an  independent  people, 
but  colonists  and  vassals.  It  was  at  this  moment, 
and  with  such  an  alternative,  that  war  was  chosen. 
The  nation  felt  the  necessity  of  it,  and  called  for  it 
The  appeal  was  accordingly  made,  in  a  just  cause, 
to  the  just  and  all-powerfiS  Being  who  holds  in  his 
hand  the  chain  of  events,  and  the  destiny  of  nationa 
It  remains  only,  that,  faithful  to  ourselves,  entangled 
in  no  connections  with  the  views  of  other  powers,  and 
ever  ready  to  accept  peace  from  the  hand  of  justice, 
we  prosecute  the  war  with  united  counsels  and  with 
the  ample  faculties  of  the  nation,  until  peace  be  lo 
obtained,  and  as  the  only  means,  under  the  Divine 
blessing,  of  speedily  obtaining  it 

JAMES  MADISON. 
WAfiHnfOTOir,  November  i,  1812. 

The  Message  and  docxunents  were  read,  and 
twelve  hundred  and  fifty  copies  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  nse  of  the  Senate. 


ThuxbdjlT,  Noyember  12. 
Fhiup  Rsed,  from  the  State  of  Maryland^ 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 


Wednesday,  November  18. 
Allan  B.  Maqbudezl  appointed  a  senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  ^a 
who  arrived  on  the  16th,)  produced  his  creden- 
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tialfl)  was  qualified,  and  then  took  his  seat  in  the 
Senate. 

William  Huntsb,  from  the  State  of  Bhode 
Island  and  Proyidenoe  Plantations,  and  Jakss 
Llotd,  irom  the  State  of  Massaohosetts,  sever- 
allj  took  their  seats  in  the  Senate. 


Fbedat,  November  20. 
Stephen  B.  Bbadlbt,  from  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont, took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 


Monday,  November  28. 
John  Pope,  from  the  State  of  Kentncky,  took 
his  seat  in  the  Senate. 


Thubsday,  November  26. 
BroHABD  Bbbnt,  from  the  State  of  Virginia, 
attended ;  and  there  being  no  qnorum  present 
the  Senate  a^onrned« 


Fbidat,  November  27. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  submitted  the  24th  instant,  that  thej 
proceed  to  ascertain  the  classes  in  which  the 
Senators  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  should  be  in- 
serted, as  the  constitution  and  rule  heretofore 
prescribe ;  and,  having  agreed  thereto, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Taylob, 

Orderedy  That  the  Secretary  roll  up,  and  put 
into  the  ballot  box,  two  lots,  No.  1  and  No.  8 ; 
that  the  Senator  for  whom  lot  No.  1  shall  be 
drawn,  shall  be  inserted  in  the  class  of  Senators 
whose  terms  of  service  expire  on  the  third  day 
of  March  next ;  and  the  Senator  for  whom  lot 
No.  8  shall  be  drawn,  shall  be  inserted  in  the 
class  of  Senators  whose  terms  of  service  expire 
four  years  after  the  third  day  of  March  next. 

Whereupon,  the  numbers  above  mentioned 
were  by  the  Secretary  rolled  up  and  put  into 
the  box,  and  No.  1  was  drawn  for  Allan  B. 
Magbudeb,  who  is  accordingly  in  the  class  of 
Senators  whose  terms  of  service  will  expire  on 
the  third  day  of  March  next;  and  No.  8  was 
drawn  for  Thomas  Posey,  who  is  accordingly 
in  the  dass  of  Senators  whose  terms  of  service 
will  expire  in  four  years  after  the  third  day  of 
March  next. 


Monday,  November  80. 
Geobge  M.  Bibb,  from  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
arrived  on  the  29th,  and  attended  this  day. 


Monday,  December  7. 
Thomas  Posey,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  in  place  of 
John  Destrahan,  resigned,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified^  and  then  took  his  seat  in  the 
Senate. 


Wednesday,  December  9. 
Eneouragtment  to  Prwateen. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Giles, 

Betohedy  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ofiering  enooor- 
agements  at  this  time  to  all  mariners  and  sea- 
men to  bring  within  any  of  the  ports  of  the 
United  States  British  public  and  private  armed 
ships,  as  well  as  merchant  ships  or  vesselB,  be- 
longing to  the  subjects  of  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland;  and  that  thtt 
committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

Messrs.  Giles,  Lloyi),  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Tait,  and  Taylob,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 


Fbiday,  December  11. 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  fit>m  the  State  of  Connec- 
ticut, attended. 

Capture  of  the  MaeedmUan  and  tke  /Mm. 
The  following  Message  was  receiyed  from  the 
Pbesident  ot  THE  Untted  States  : 

To  thB  Sataie  tmd  ffotue  of 

S^prt9mUaifftaofth€  UmUdSieieB: 

I  transmit  to  Coiifiress  copies  of  a  letter  to  the  Seo- 
retary  of  the  Navy,  ntim  Captaiii  Decatur,  of  the  fix- 
ate United  States,  repordng  his  eomb«t  and  capCore 
of  the  British  frigate  Macedonian.  Too  nmeh  praisa 
cannot  be  bestowed  on  that  oflicer  and  his  eompan- 
ions  on  board,  for  the  consummate  ikill  and  ood- 
spicnoos  valor  by  which  this  trophy  has  been  added 
to  the  naval  anns  of  the  United  States. 

I  transmit,  also,  a  letter  from  Captain  Jones,  who 
commanded  the  sloop  of  war  Wasp,  reporting  hb  cap- 
tore  of  the  British  sloop  of  war  Frolic,  after  a  do* 
action,  in  which  other  brilliant  titles  irill  be  seen  to 
the  public  admiration  and  praise. 

A  nation,  feeling  what  it  owes  to  itaelf  and  to  iu 
citizens,  conld  never  abandon  to  arbitraiy  liolance,  on 
the  ocean,  a  class  of  them  which  give  such  examples 
of  capaci^  and  coorage,  in  defending  their  rights  on 
that  element ;  examples  which  ought  to  impress  on 
tiie  enemy,  however  brave  and  powerfbl,  preferMiea 
of  justice  and  peace,  to  hostility  against  a  conntiy, 
whose  prosperous  career  may  be  accelerated,  but  can- 
not be  prevented  by  the  assaults  msde  on  it. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Wasbihotok,  Dec  11,  1812. 

The  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  appointed  9th  Novem- 
ber last,  to  consider  that  part  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  which  i 
to  the  Nayal  Establishment 


Thubsday,  December  81. 

Death  of  the  Bepreeentatiee^  John  Smiiis. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
informed  w  Senate  of  the  death  of  Joror  Sia- 
LIE,  late  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania ;  and  that 
his  remains  will  be  interred  this  day  at  two 
o*olo<dc 
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Be&ohed^  That  the  Senate  will  attend  the  fa* 
neral  of  John  Smilib,  late  a  member  of  the 
Honse  of  Representatives  from  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  this  day  at  two  o'clock ;  and,  as 
a  testimony  of  respect  for  the  memoiy  of  the 
deceased,  tney  will  go  into  mourning,  and  wear 
a  black  crape  round  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 


TuxsDAT,  January  6, 1818. 
The  credentials  of  John  Gaillaxd,  appointed 
a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  for  six  years,  commencing  on 
the  4th  day  of  March  next,  were  presented, 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  file. 

WxDNEBDAT,  January  6. 
The  credentials  of  Abneb  Laoook,  appointed 
a  Senator  by  the  Le^lature  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  for  the  term  of  six  years,  com- 
mencing on  the  4th  day  of  March  next,  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  file. 


Monday,  January  11. 
James  A.  Batabd,  from  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware, arrived  on  the  9th  instant,  and  attended 
this  day. 

WxDNXSDAT,  January  18. 
Capture  of  British  Vessels. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

pBBSIDpiT  OV  THE  UnITBD  StATSS  : 
To  the  Settate  of  the  United  States: 

I  tnuumit  to  the  Senate  copies  of  the  correspond- 
cnoe  called  for  by  their  resolation  of  the  7th  instant 
JAMES  MADISON. 

Jabuabt  13,  1§18. 

The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  iq>- 
pointed  the  9th  November,  on  so  much  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
as  relates  to  the  Naval  Establishment,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

The  documents  are  as  follow : 

Black  Bock,  OeUAer  9,  1812. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that,  on  the 
morning  of  the  8ih  instant,  two  British  vessels,  whidi 
I  was  infonned  were  His  Britannic  Majesty's  brig  De- 
troit, late  the  United  Sutes*  brig  Adams,  and  the 
brig  Hnnter,  monnting  fourteen  gons,  bnt  which 
afterwards  proved  to  be  the  brig  Caledonia,  both  said 
to  be  well  armed  and  manned,  came  down  the  lake, 
and  anchored  under  the  protection  of  Fort  Erie. 
Having  been  on  the  lines  for  some  time,  and  in  a 
measure  inactiTely  employed,  I  determined  to  make 
an  attack,  and,  if  possible,  get  poasession  of  them ;  a 
strong  inducement  to  this  attempt  arose  firom  a  con- 
viction that,  with  those  two  vessels,  added  to  those 
which  1  have  purchased  and  am  fitting  out,  I  shoukl 
be  able  to  meet  the  remainder  of  the  British  foroe 
on  the  upper  lakes,  and  saye  an  incalculable  expense 
and  labor  to  the  Government  On  the  morning  of 
their  arrival,  I  heard  that  our  seamen  wero  but  a 
short  distance  from  this  place,  and  immediate^  de- 


spatched an  express  to  the  oflkers,  directing  them  to 
use  all  possible  despatdi  in  getting  the  men  to  tins 
place,  as  I  had  important  service  to  perform.  On 
their  arrival,  which  was  about  12  o'clock,  I  discover- 
ed that  they  had  only  twenty  pistols,  and  neither 
cutlasses  nor  battle  axes;  but  on  application  to  Qen- 
erals  Smyth  and  HaU,  of  the  r^^^ulars  and  militia,  I 
was  supplied  with*  a  few  arms,  and  General  Smyth 
was  so  good,  on  my  request,  as  immediately  to  de- 
tach fifty  men  from  the  regulars,  armed  with  mus- 
kets; by  four  o'clock,  in  m  afternoon,  I  had  my 
men  selected  and  stationed  in  two  boats  which  I  had 
previously  prepared  for  the  purpose ;  with  those  boats, 
fifty  men  in  each,  and  under  circunutances  very  dis- 
advantageous, my  men  having  had  scarcely  time  to 
refresh  themselves,  after  a  fatiguing  mar^  of  five 
hundred  miles,  I  put  off  from  the  mo^th  of  Bufliklo 
creek,  at  one  o'clock  the  following  morning;'  and  at 
three  I  was  alongside  the  vessels  ;  in  about  ten  min- 
utes I  had  the  prisoners  ail  secured,  the  topsails 
sheeted  home,  and  the  vessels  under  way ;  unfortu- 
nately the  wind  was  not  sufficiently  strong  to  oet  me 
up  against  a  rapid  current  into  the  lalu,  where  I 
understood  another  armed  vessel  lay  at  anchor,  and 
I  was  obliged  to  run  down  the  river  by  the  forts, 
under  a  heavy  fire  of  round,  grape,  and  canister, 
from  a  number  of  pieces  of  heavy  ordnance,  and  sev- 
eral pieces  of  fiying  artillery ;  was  compelled  to  an- 
chor at  a  distance  of  about  four  hundred  yards  from 
two  of  their  batteries.  After  the  discharge  of  the 
first  gun,  which  was  from  the  flying  artillery,  I  haul- 
ed to  the  shore,  and  observed  to  the  officer  that  if 
another  gun  was  fired,  I  would  bring  the  prisoners  on 
deck,  and  expose  {hem  to  the  fate  we  should  all 
share;  but  notwithstanding  they  disregarded  the 
caution,  continuing  a  constant  and  destructive  fire, 
one  single  moment's  reflection  determined  me  not  to 
oommit  an  act  that  would  subject  me  to  the  imputa- 
tion of  barbarity.  The  Caledonia  had  been  be|u;hed 
in  as  safe  a  position  as  tiie  circumstances  would  adr- 
mit  of,  under  one  of  our  batteries  at  Slack  Rock ;  I 
now  brought  all  the  guns  of  the  Detroit  on  one  side, 
next  the  enemy,  stationed  the  men  at  them,  and  di- 
rected a  fire,  which  was  continued  as  long  as  our 
ammunition  lasted,  and  circumstances  permitted. 
During  the  contest,  I  endeavored  to  get  the  Detroit 
on  our  side,  by  sending  a  line  (there  being  no  wind) 
on  shore,  with  nil  the  line  I  could  muster ;  but  the 
current  being  so  strong  the  boat  could  not  reach  the 
shore.  I  then  hauled  on  shore,  and  requested  that 
warps  should  be  made  fast  on  the  land  and  sent  on 
board,  the  attempt  to  do  which  again  proved  useless. 
As  the  fire  was  such  as  would,  in  all  probability,  sink 
the  vessel  in  a  short  time,  I  determined  to  drop  down 
the  river,  out  of  reach  of  the  batteries,  and  make  a 
stand  against  the  flying  artillery.  I  aooordingly  out 
the  cable  and  made  sail,  with  very  light  airs,  and  at 
that  instant  discovered  that  the  pilot  had  abandoned 
me.  1  dropped  astern,  for  about  ten  minutes,  when 
I  was  broiight  up  on  our  shore,  on  Squaw  Island ; 
got  the  boarding  boat  made,  had  all  the  prisoners  put 
m  and  sent  on  shore,  with  dUrections  for  the  officer  to 
return  for  me,  and  what  property  we  could  get  from 
the  brig ;  he  did  not  return,  owing  to  the  difficulty 
of  the  boat* s  getting  ashore.  Discovering  a  sk^ 
under  the  counter,  I  sent  the  four  renialning  prisoners 
in  the  boat,  and,  with  my  officer,  I  went  on  shore  to 
bring  the  boat  <^;  I  asked  for  protection  to  the  brig 
of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Scott,  who  readily  gave  it;  at 
this  moment  I  discovered  a  boat,  with  about  forty 
soldiexs,  finm  the  British  side,  making  for  the  br^; 
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they  got  on  board,  but  were  soon  compelled  to  abaa- 
don  her,  with  the  lots  of  nearly  all  their  men.  Dur- 
ing the  whole  of  this  morning  both  sides  of  the  river 
kept  np,  alternately,  a  constant  fire  on  the  brig,  and 
so  mnch  injnred  her  that  it  was  impossible  to  have 
floated  her.  Before  I  left  her,  she  had  received  twelve 
shot,  of  lai^  size,  in  her  bends,  her  sails  in  ribands, 
and  her  rigging  all  cut  to  pieces.  To  my  officers 
and  men,  I  feel  under  great  obligations ;  to  Captain 
Towson,  and  Lieutenant  Roach,  of  the  second  regi- 
ment of  artilleiy ;  Ensign  Presstman,  of  the  infantiy ; 
to  Comelins  Chapio,  Mr.  John  McGomb,  Messrs. 
John  Tower,  Thomas  Davis,  Peter  Overtacks,  James 
Sloan,  resident  gentlemen  of  Buffalo,  for  their  soldier 
and  sailor-like  conduct ;  in  a  word,  eveiy  man  fought 
with  their  hearts  animated  only  by  the  interest  and 
honor  of  their  country.  The  prisoners  I  have  turned 
over  to  the  militaiy.  The  Detroit  mounted  six  six- 
pound  long  guns ;  a  commanding  lieutenant,  a  lieu- 
tenant of  marines,  a  boatswain  and  gunner,  and  fifty- 
six  men ;  about  thirty  American  prisoners  on  board ; 
muskets,  pistols,  and  battle-axes ;  in  boarding  her,  I 
lost  one  man,  one  officer  wounded ;  Mr.  John  G.  Cum- 
mings,  acting  midshipman,  a  bayonet  through  the 
leg ;  his  conduct  was  correct,  and  deserves  the  notice 
of  the  Department 

The  Caledonia  mounted  two  small  guns,  blunder- 
busses, pistol^  muskets,  cutlasses,  and  boarding  pis- 
tols; twelve  men,  including  officers;  ten  prisoners  on 
board ;  the  boat  boarding  her,  commanded  by  Sailing- 
master  George  Watts,  performed  his  duty  in  a  mas- 
terly style ;  but  one  man  killed  and  four  wounded 
badly,  I  am  afVaid  mortally. 

I  enclose  you  a  list  of  the  officers  and  men  engaged 
in  the  enterprise,  and  also  a  view  of  the  lake  and 
river  in  the  different  situations  of  attack ;  in  a  day 
or  two  I  shall  forward  the  names  of  the  prisoners. 
The  Caledonia  belongs  to  the  Northwest  Company, 
laden  with  furs,  worth,  I  understood,  two  hTmdred 
thousand  dollars. 

JESSE  D.  ELLIOTT. 

Hon.  Paul  Hamilton, 

SecreUay  of  the  Navy, 

Lieuteaani  Elliott  to  the  Secretary  of  ihe  Navy, 
Black  Rock,  October  10,  1812. 

Sib  :  lb  my  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  I  stated  my 
intention  to  enclose  to  you  a  liat  of  the  officers  and 
men  engaged  with  me  in  capturing  His  Britannio  Ma- 
jesty's brig,  the  Detroit,  and  hS%  Caledonia.  The 
incessant  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  my  own  constant 
engagements  for  the  protection  of  the  vessels,  compel 
me  to  postpone  sending  that  list  until  another  oppor- 
tunity. Last  evening,  having  observed  an  intention, 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  to  remove  the  ordnance  and 
military  stores  with  which  the  Detroit  was  charged,  I 
determined  at  once  to  set  her  on  fire ;  thereby  to  pre- 
vent her  having  the  aid  of  masts  and  yards  in  get- 
ting her  guns  into  boats,  she  having  five  twelve- 
pound  guns  in  her  hold,  and  six  six-pounders  upon 
her  deck,  that  I  could  prepare  them,  and,  with  my 
sailors,  remove  the  ordnance  during  ^e  nitfht,  when 
unobserved  by  the  enemy.  These  preparations  I  am 
now  making,  and  shall,  with  as  much  expedition  as 
possible,  continue  to  get  the  ordnance,  and  place  it 
in  our  battery,  as  we  are  much  in  want— not  one 
piece  at  Black  Rock.  The  Caledonia  I  have  per- 
fectlv  recovered  firom  the  enemy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  &c^ 
JESSE  D.  ELUOTT. 


Lteu^enofi/  EUioU  to  Commodore  Ckameiy^  daftei 
Black  Rock,  Oddier  10,  1812L 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  on  tlia 
morning  of  the  6th  instant,  two  vessels,  under  British 
colors,  came  down  Lake  Erie,  and  anchored  under  tihe 
protection  of -Fort  Erie ;  that,  on  the  same  day,  a  de- 
tachment of  men  arrived  from  New  York,  \ 
nied  by  Sailingmasters  Watts  and  Chissoo,  with  i 
masters'  mates  and  midshipmen ;  that,  on  the  morn- 
ing following,  I,  with  two  boats  previooaly  prepared 
for  the  purpose,  boarded  and  took  poieeasion  of  tlien, 
with  the  loss  of  two  men  killed,  Samuel  FortoDe  and 
Daniel  Martin,  and  four  wounded — Acting  Midship- 
man John  C.  Cummings,  John  Garlin^  Nathao  Abb- 
strong,  Jerome  Sardie,  and  John  Tosen.  As  there  is 
not  a  probability  of  your  receiving  this  diortly,  I  lui.v« 
made  a  communication  to  tilie  Department  upon  the 
subject,  a  copy  of  which  I  endose  for  your  peniaaL  I 
beg  you  will  not  have  conceived  me  hasty  in  making 
this  attack.  I  acted  as  if  the  action  came  directly 
from  yourself. 

Let  me  recommend  to  your  particular  attentioo  the 
officen  and  men  who  performed  this  service— each 
and  all  did  their  duty.  The  ensign  of  the  Adama  I 
will  send  you  at  an  early  opportunity ;  it  is  at  j 
disposaL  The  particulan,  as  it  reguils  the  ^ 
I  will  forward  you  in  a  day  or  two ;  at  present  1 1 
much  engaged.    With  sentiments,  kc 

P.  S.  I  have  neglected  mentioning  to  yoa  the 
names  of  the  vessels  captured.  One,  His  BritamnB 
Miyesty's  brig,  <'the  Detroit,"  fbrmeriy  the  United 
States'  brig  Adams ;  the  other,  a  brig  belongiag  to 
the  Northwest  Company,  loaded  with  skins^  oauod 
the  Caledonia. 

Ccmmodort  Chamtoeg  to  POtd  ffamOtoi^  Ay.,  Beert^ 
tary  qf  the  Navy* 

Sagkbti's  Harbob,  October  16,  1812. 
Sm :  I  have  great  pleasure  in  informing  yoa  t^A. 
by  a  gentleman  who  arrived  here  yesterdj^aftenooii, 
firom  Buffalo,  I  learn  that  Lieutenant  EUioCt,  wiA 
about  sixty  sailors,  and  a  number  of  volonlaer  militia, 
cut  out  from  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Erie,  on  the  ii^gbt 
of  the  8th  instant,  the  brig  Adams  (lately  soirendered 
at  Detroit)  and  the  schooner  Caledonia,  laden  wiA 
peltiy,  said  to  be  vezy  valuable;  but,  in  ronning 
these  vessels  for  Blade  Rock,  they  both  gnmzkded,  in 
such  a  situation  that  the  Britiah  fort  waa  firii^  en 
them,  when  my  informant  left  there  on  Friday  monfr- 
ing  last  It  was,  however,  believed  tha^  if  they 
could  not  be  got  off,  they  oould  be  destroyed.  I, 
however,  hope  that  Lieutenant  Elliott  will  be  able  to 
save  both  vessels;  for,  such  an  addition  to  our  littla 
force  on  Lake  Erie,  at  this  time,  would  be  invalua- 
ble. Lieutenant  Elliott  deserves  much  pniae  lor  die 
promptness  with  which  he  executed  this  service;  as 
the  sailors  had  only  arrived  at  Blaek  Rodic  on  the 
8th,  and  he  had  no  particular  orders  from  loe,  ezeept 
to  have  boats  built  and  prepared  for  cutting  oot  tiie 
British  vessels,  which  I  Imew  rendesvoused  near  Fort 
Erie.  If  Lieutenant  Elliott  succeeds  in  saving  the 
Adams  and  Caledonia,  I  think  that  we  shall  obtain 
the  command  of  Lake  Erie  before  December ;  bnt,  as 
to  this  lake,  I  hardly  know  what  to  say,  as  there  baa 
not  a  single  pound  of  powder,  nor  a  gun,  arrived  yet, 
and  I  can  make  no  calenlation  when  any  will  airivvL 
I  feel  quite  discouraged,  and  shall  be  tempted  to  sedt 
the  enemy,  with  the  Oneida  alone,  if  the  gnna  do  not 
arrive  soon. 
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The  eailon  have  all  arrived  at  their  places  of  deati- 
nation ;  hot  the  marines  have  not  arrived.    I,  how- 
ever, hope  to  see  them  to-^aj  or  to-monow. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ISAAC  CHAUNCEY. 
Hon.  Vajtl  Hamilton, 

S&retary  q/*  the  Navy. 

Sagketi's  Habbor,  OcU^  27, 1812. 

8m:  I  have  the  honor  of  enclomng  ytm  copies  of 
two  letters  from  Lieutenant  Elliott,  giving  an  acoonnt 
of  his  having  cut  ont  from  nnder  Fort  ^e,  on  Lake 
Erie,  in  a  most  gallant  manner,  two  British  brias, 
the  Detroit  (late  Adams)  and  the  Caledonia.  The 
Detroit  was  manned  and  armed  as  a  man  of  war ; 
the  Caledonia  belonged  to  the  Northwest  Company, 
and  was  loaded  with  peltry. 

Nothing  that  I  can  say,  more  than  I  have  already 
said  in  a  former  oommnnication  npon  this  subject, 
will  add  to  the  credit  of  Lieutenant  Elliott,  and  the 
gallant  officers  and  men  who  accompanied  him.  The 
thing  speaks  for  itself,  and  will,  I  am  sure,  be  duly 
appreciated  by  all  who  may  have  any  idea  of  the 
(Acuities  that  he  had  to  encounter,  after  getting  pos- 
session of  these  vessels.  I  have  the  honor  to  Im,  &c. 
ISAAC  CHAUNCEY. 

Hon.  Paul  Hamilton, 

Secntary  of  <Ae  Navy. 

WABBBsamat,  Jam,  8, 1812. 

Sib:  In  answer  to  yonr  note,  requestins  of  me  ''  a 
eeneral  description  of  the  armament  and  stores  on 
board  at  the  time  of  the  capture  of  the  Adams,  and 
the  probable  number  of  men,"  I  can  state  that  I 
sailed  from  Maiden  in  the  Adams,  and  arrived  at 
Fort  Erie  on  the  morning  preceding  the  night  in 
which  you  captured  that  vessel.  I  left  her  in  the 
afternoon,  and  crossed  in  her  boat  to  Bufbk^  with  a 
flag.  When  I  left  the  Adams,  she  had  on  IxMrd  five 
guns  mounted,  (six  and  four  pounders,)  and  six  long 
twelves  in  her  hold.  She  had  also  on  board  a  quan- 
tity of  powder  and  ball,  and  a  number  of  boxes  of 
muskets.  I  am  not  able  to  state,  of  my  own  knowl- 
edge, the  number  of  stand  of  arms^  but  I  have  been 
informed  that  nearly  all  the  arms  taken  at  Detroit 
were  on  board ;  if  that  was  the  fact,  the  number 
must  have  been  two  thousand.  The  number  <^  the 
craw  that  I  left  on  board  could  not  vary  much  from 
nx^,  and  the  number  of  American  prisoners  about 
thirty^  inclading  three  officers.  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  &c.  HARRIS  H.  HICKMAN. 

Lieut  D.  Eluott,  U.  8.  Navy. 


Nayt  DiEPABXMXirr,  Otikshtr  27,  1812. 
SiB :  I  have  received,  with  great  satisfaction,  yonr 
communication  of  the  ninth  instant,  and  have  been 
desired  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  return 
to  yoo,  and  through  you  to  the  officers  and  men  under 
your  command,  in  the  expedition  to  Fort  E!rie,  which 
terminated  to  the  glory  of  the  American  arms,  his 
particular  thanks.  I  am,  with  great  req>eot,  &e. 
PAUL  HAMILTON. 

P.  S.  Your  having  abstained  firom  fnlfilling  your 
intimation  that  you  would  expose  your  prisoners  to 
the  enemy's  fire,  is  highly  approved. 

Jbhb  D.  Eluott,  Esq., 


TnsBDAT,  January  26. 
Ebnors  to  Bull  Decatur,  JoneSy  and  Elliott. 

The  amendment  to  the  joint  resolution  rela- 
tive to  the  brilliant  achievements  of  Captains 
Hull,  Decatur,  and  Jones,  having  been  reported 
by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  reso- 
lution was  read  a  third  time  as  amended ;  and 
th&  title  thereof  was  amended,  to  read  as  fol- 
lows: ^*A  resolution  relative  to  the  brilliant 
achievements  of  Captains  Hull,  Decatur,  Jones, 
and  Lieutenant  Elliott" 

Besotted,  That  this  resolution  pass  with 
amendments. 


Fbidat,  February  5. 
Jambs  Bbown,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  in  the  place  of  John  Noel 
Detrehan,  resigned,  produced  his  credentials, 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 


TusBDAT,  February  9. 
The  credentials  of  Ghaxjnoet  Goodbioh,  ap« 

gointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
tate  of  Oonnecticnt  for  the  term  of  six  years, 
commencing  on  the  4th  day  of  March  next, 
were  read,  and  laid  on  file. 


Wednesday,  February  10. 
CounUng  Electoral  Votes. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Bepresentfr- 
tives  informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree 
to  the  report  of  the  joint  committee  appointed 
to  ascertain  and  report  a  mode  of  examining 
the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  of  notifying  the  persons 
elected  of  their  election,  and  have  appointed 
Messrs.  Maook  and  TALUcADas,  tellers,  on  their 
part 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Fbaitklin  be  appointed  a 
teller  of  the  ballots  for  President  and  Vice 
Prerident  of  the  United  States,  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate,  in  place  of  Mr.  Gaillabd,  absent 
from  indisposition. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  is 
now  ready  to  attend  the  Senate  in  openingthe 
certificates  and  counting  the  votes  of  the  Elec- 
tors of  the  several  StiSes,  in  tiie  choice  of  a 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress ;  and  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  will  be  introduced  to  the 
Speaker^s  Cha^*,  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

The  two  Houses  of  Congress,  agreeably  to  the 
joint  resolution,  assembled  in  the  Representa- 
tives' Chamber,  and  the  certificates  of  the  Eleo- 
tors  of  the  several  States  were,  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  opened  and  delivered  to  the 
tellers  appointed  for  the  purpose,  who,  having 
examined  and  ascertained  the  number  of  votes, 
presented  a  list  thereof  to  the  President  of  the 
Senate^  which  waa  read,  as  follows : 
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President 

Vice 
Presideiit 

States. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

S 
•^ 

1 

8 

1 

1 

Kew  Hampaliire    - 

^ 

7 

MaMachtuetto        - 

- 

22 

2 

20 

Bhode  Island         - 

. 

4 

- 

4 

Gonnocticnt          -            - 

-. 

9 

- 

9 

8 

~m 

8 

— 

New  York 

. 

29 

- 

29 

New  Jersey 

- 

8 

- 

8 

Pemuylyania 

26 

- 

25 

- 

Delaware 

» 

4 

- 

4 

Maryland 

6 

5 

6 

6 

Vir^mia                 -            -       1 

25 

- 

25 

- 

*Noreh  Carofina      - 

15 

- 

15 

- 

South  Carolina      - 

11 

— 

11 

. 

Geor^ 

8 

- 

8 

— 

Kentucky 

12 

- 

12 

— 

Tennessee 

8 

— 

8 

» 

Ohio 

7 

- 

7 

. 

liouiaana 

8 

- 

8 

- 

Totals 

128 

89 

181 

86 

The  whole  nnmher  of  votes  being  217,  of 
which  109  makes  a  msgority ;  James  Madison 
had  for  President  of  the  United  States  128 
votes,  and  Elbsidob  Gcbbt  had  for  Vice  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  181  votes : 

Whereupon,  the  President  of  the  Senate  de- 
clared James  Madison  elected  President  of  the 
United  States,  for  four  years,  commencing  with 
the  fourth  day  of  March  neit,  and  Elbbidob 
Gbbbt,  Vice  Preadent  of  the  United  States, 
for  four  years,  commencing  on  the  foorih  day 
of  March  next. 

The  votes  of  the  Electors  were  then  deliv- 
ered to  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate ;  the  two 
Houses  of  Oongress  separated,  and  the  Senate 
retomed  to  their  own  Chamber ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, acyonrned. 


Thubsdat,  February  11. 
Vice  Fretident  WmU 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Fbankun, 

Eenohed^  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  transmitted 
to  Eisbidob  Gbbbt,  Esq,,  of  Massachusetts, 
Vice  President  elect  of  the  United  States,  noti- 
fication of  his  election  to  that  office,  and  that 
the  President  of  the  Senate  do  make  and  sign 
a  certificate  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

*^Be  it  enacted,  That  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
being  convened  at  the  city  of  Washington,  on  the  sec- 
ond Wednesday  of  Febmaiy,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  the  under- 
written President  of  the  Senate,  pro  tempore,  did,  In 
the  presence  of  the  said  Senate  and  House  of  Bepie- 


sentatives,  open  all  the  certificates  and  count  all  ^tm 
votes  of  the  Electors  for  a  President  and  Woe  Ptasi- 
dent  of  the  United  States ;  whereupon  it  appeared 
that  James  Maduoh,  of  Yirgsnia,  had  a  m^ority  cf 
the  votes  of  the  Electors  as  Prendent,  and  Ei^mnnm 
Gebbt,  of  Massachusetts,  had  a  nu(|ority  cf  the 
votes  of  the  Eleetors  as  Vice  Preadent ;  bv  all  wliich 
it  appears  that  James  Matosoit,  of  Virginia,  has  been 
duly  elected  Presidentk  and  Elbbidob  Gbbbt,  of 
Massachusetts,  has  been  dulv  elected  Vice  Prettdeat 
of  the  United  States,  agreeablt7  to  the  oooatitntion. 

*'  In  witness  wherecf,  I  have  herewith  set  my  hand 
and  caused  the  seal  of  the  Senate  to  be  uf^rmA^  this 
day  of  February,  1818.** 

And  that  the  President  of  the  Senate  do 
cause  the  certificates  aforesud  to  be  laid  before 
the  President  of  the  United  Stateis  with  this 
resolution. 


Monday,  February  2S^ 
Cfapture  and  Destruction  of  the  Jama. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbbsidbnt  of  thb  Unitbd  Statbs  : 
To  ike  SenaU  and  ffoute  of 

lUpreeentativetof  ike  United  Statrnt      • 

I  lay  before  Congress  a  letter,  with  aooompanying 
documents,  from  Ci^ptain  Bainbridge,  now  oonunand- 
hig  the  United  States'  frigate,  the  Constitatioa,  n- 
porting  his  capture  and  destruction  of  the  British 
frigate,  the  Java.  The  circumstances  and  the  issoe 
of  this  combat,  afibrd  another  example  of  the  pr»- 
fessional  skill  and  heroic  spirit  which  prevail  in  our 
naval  service.  The  ogmd  display  of  both,  by  Cap- 
tain Bainbridge,  his  ol&erflf  and  crew,  oonunand  the 


is  being  a  second  instance  in  which  the  cona- 
tion of  the  captured  Bhip,Jby  rendering  it  impossible 
to  get  her  into  port,  has  haired  a  contemplatBd  le- 
wani  of  successftd  valor,  I  recommend  to  the  con- 
sideration of  Congress  the  equity  and  pctspriety  of  a 
general  provision,  allowing,  in  such  cases,  both  past 
and  -future,  a  fair  proportion  of  the  value  which 
would  accrue  to  the  captors^  on  the  safe  anivBl  and 
sale  of  thepriie. 

JAMES  HADISOK. 
Fbbbuabt  22, 1818. 

The  Message  and  aooompanying  dooomenti 
were  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed the  9th  of  November,  who  have  under 
consideration  the  naval  afBurs  of  the  United 
States,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 


TtrxBDAT,  February  88. 

2Taturaliud  Cititem  Claiming  PrcteeUon. 

Mr.  Lbib  presented  the  memorial  of  m  number 
of  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Piula- 
delphia,  stating  that  they  are  nativea  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
and  citizens  of  the  United  States  by  adoption; 
and  that,  by  a  late  proclamation,  issued  by  the 
Prince  Regent  of  said  Kingdom,  the  peaal^  of 
death  Ib  denounced  against  such  of  the  natural 
born  su^ects  thereof  as  shall  adhere  or  give  aid 
to  the  United  States,  thereby  subjectinff  them 
to  the  punishment  for  treason  against  said  Kin^- 
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dom  whenever  the  United  States  shall  call  upon 
them  to  take  part  in  the  existing  war,  and 
praying  such  proyision  for  their  protection  as 
the  wi»iom  of  Oongress  may  dictate ;  and  the 
memorial  was  read. 


Wbdbxsdat,  March  8. 
Six  0* clock  in  the  efcming. 


The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion from  the  House  of  Representatives^  for  the 
f^ppointment  of  a  joint  committee  to  wait  on 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  imd  notify 
him  of  the  intended  recess,  and  concurred  there- 
in ;  and  Messrs.  Yabnum  and  Gaiixabd  were 
appointed  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Yabnuic  reported,  from  the  committee, 
that  they  had  waited  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  who  informed  them  that  he  had 
no  farther  communications  to  make  to  the  two 
Houses  of  Oongress.  Whereupon,  the  President 
adjourned  the  Senate  to  meet  on  the  fourth 
Monday  in  May  next 

INAUGURAL    SPEECH. 

Fr<m  the  Niational  ItUelligeneer  of  March  6,  1818. 

Yesterday  being  the  day  on  which  oommenoed 
the  second  term  of  Mr.  Madison's  re-election  to 
the  Presidency,  he  took  the  oath  to  support  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  administered 
to  him  by  Clyef  Justice  Marshall,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  many  members  of  Congress,  the  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  foreign  Ministers, 
and  a  great  concourse  of  ladies  anid  gentlemen. 
The  President  was  escorted  to  the  Capitol  by  the 
cavalry  of  the  District,  and  received,  on  his  ap- 
proach to  it,  by  the  several  volunteer  corps  of 
this  city,  Georgetown,  and  Alexandria,  drawn 
up  inline  for  the  purpose.  Previoua  to  taking 
the  oath  in  the  Chamber  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, the  President  delivered  the  fol- 
lowing 

SPEECH: 
About  to  add  the  solemnity  of  an  oath  to  the 
obligations  imposed  by  a  second  caU  to  the  sta- 
tion in  which  my  country  heretofore  placed  me, 
I  find,  in  the  presence  of  this  respectable  assem- 
bly, an  opportunity  of  publicly  repeating  my 
profound  sense  of  so  distmguished  a  confidence, 
and  of  the  responsibility  united  with  it.  The 
impressions  on  me  are  strengthened  by  such  an 
evidence,  that  my  faithful  endeavors  to  dis- 
charge my  arduous  duties  have  been  favorably 
estimated ;  and  by  a  consideration  of  the  mo- 
mentous ^riod  at  which  the  trust  has  been  re- 
newed, f^rom  the  weight  and  magnitude  now 
belonging  to  it,  I  should  be  compelled  to  shrink, 
if  I  had  less  reliance  on  the  support  of  an  en- 
lightened and  generous  people,  and  felt  less 
deeply  a  conviction,  that  the  war  with  a  power- 
fhl  nation,  which  forms  so  prominent  a  feature 
in  our  situation,  is  stamped  with  that  justice, 
which  invitee  the  smiles  of  Heaven  on  the 


means  of  conducting  it  to  a  successful  termina- 
tion. 

May  we  not  cherish  this  sentiment,  without 
presumption,  when  we  reflect  on  the  characters 
by  which  this  war  was  distinguished  f 

It  was  not  declared  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  untQ  it  had  been  long  made  on  them,  in 
reality  though  not  in  name ;  until  arguments 
and  expostulations  had  been  exhausted ;  until  a 
positive  declaration  had  been  received,  that  the 
wrongs  provoking  it  would  not  be  discontinued ; 
nor  untu  this  last  appeal  could  no  longer  be  de- 
layed without  breaking  down  the  spirit  of  the 
nation^  destroying  all  confidence  in  itself  and  in 
its  political  institutions,  and  either  perpetuating 
a  state  of  disgraceful  suffering,  or  regsuning,  by 
more  costiy  sacrifices  and  more  severe  strugfflesi 
our  lost  rank  and  respect  among  independent 
powers. 

On  the  issue  of  the  war  are  staked  our  nation- 
al sovereignty  on  the  high  seas,  and  the  security 
of  an  important  class  of  citizens,  whose  occu- 
pations give  the  proper  value  to  those  of  every 
other  class.  Not  to  contend  fbr  such  a  stake, 
is  to  surrender  our  equality  with  other  powers 
on  the  element  common  to  all,  and  to  violate 
the  sacred  titie  which  every  member  of  the  so- 
ciety has  to  its  protection.  I  need  not  call  into 
view  the  unlawfulness  of  the  practice  by  which 
onr  mariners  are  forced,  at  the  will  of  every 
cruinng  officer,  from  their  own  vessels  into 
foreign  ones,  nor  paint  tiie  outrages  inseparable 
from  it.  The  proofs  are  in  the  records  of  each 
successive  administration  of  onr  Government ; 
and  the  cruel  sufferings  of  that  portion  of  the 
American  people  have  found  their  way  to  every 
bosom  not  dead  to  the  sympathies  of  human 
nature. 

As  the  war  was  just  in  its  origin,  and  neces- 
sary and  noble  in  its  objects,  we  can  reflect  with 
a  proud  satisfaction,  tlmt,  in  carrying  it  on,  no 
prmdple  of  justice  or  honor,  no  usage  of  civil- 
ized nations,  no  precept  of  courtesy  or  human- 
ity have  been  infringed.  The  war  has  been 
waged  on  our  part  with  scrupulous  regard  to 
all  these  obligations,  and  in  a  spirit  of  liberality 
which  was  never  surpassed. 

How  littie  has  been  the  effect  of  this  example 
on  the  conduct  of  the  enemy  I 

They  have  retained  as  prisoners  of  war  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  not  liable  to  be  so 
considered  imder  the  usages  of  war. 

They  have  refused  to  consider  as  prisoners  of 
war,  and  threatened  to  punish  as  traitors  and 
deserters,  persons  emigrating,  without  restraint, 
to  the  United  States;  incorporated,  by  natural- 
ization into  our  political  family,  and  fighting 
under  the  authority  of  their  adopted  country, 
in  open  and  honorable  war,  for  the  maintenance 
of  its  rights  and  safety.  Such  is  the  avowed 
purpose  of  a  Government  which  is  in  the  prac- 
tice of  naturalizing,  by  thousands,  citizens  of 
otiier  countries,  and  not  only  of  permitting,  but 
compelling,  them  to  fight  its  batdes  against 
their  native  country. 

They  have  not^  it  is  true,  taken  into  thdr  own 
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hands  the  hatchet  and  the  knife,  devoted  to  iH- 
discriminate  massacre ;  but  they  have  let  loose 
the  savages,  armed  with  these  cmel  instru- 
ments; have  allnred  them  into  their  service, 
and  carried  them  to  battle  bv  their  sides,  eager 
to  glut  their  savage  thirst  with  the  blood  of  the 
'  vanqnished,  and  to  finish  the  work  of  torture 
and  death  on  maimed  and  defenceless  captives : 
and,  what  was  never  before  seen,  British  com- 
manders have  extorted  victory  over  the  un- 
conquerable valor  of  our  troops,  by  presenting 
to  the  sympathy  of  their  chief  awaiting  mas- 
aacre  from  their  savage  associates. 

And  now  we  find  tiiem,  in  further  contempt 
of  the  modes  of  honorable  war&re,  supplying 
the  place  of  a  conquering  force,  by  attempts  to 
disorganize  our  political  society,  to  dismember 
our  confederated  Republic.  Happily,  like  others, 
these  will  recoil  on  the  authors ;  but  they  mark 
the  degenerate  counsels  from  which  they  ema- 
nate ;  and  if  they  did  not  belong  to  a  series  of 
unexampled  inconsistencies,  might  excite  the 
greater  wonder,  as  proceeding  from  a  Govern- 
ment which  founded  the  very  war  in  which  it 
has  been  so  long  engaged,  on  a  charge  i^ainst 
the  disorganizing  and  insurrectional  policy  of 
its  adversary. 

To  render  the  justice  of  the  war  on  our  part 
the  more  conspicuous,  the  reluctance  to  com- 
mence it  was  followed  by  the  earliest  and  strong- 
est manifestations  of  a  disposition  to  arrest  its 
progress.  The  sword  was  scarcely  out  of  the 
scabbard,  before  the  enemy  was  apprised  of  the 
reasonable  terms  on  which  it  would  be  resheath- 
ed.  Still  more  precise  advances  were  repeated, 
and  have  been  received  in  a  spirit  forbidding 
every  reliance  not  placed  on  the  military  re-  { 
sources  of  the  nation. 


These  resources  are  ami^y  soflldait  to  bring 
the  war  to  an  honorable  issue.  Our  nation  ]% 
in  number,  more  than  half  that  of  the  British 
isles.  It  is  composed  of  a  brave,  a  free,  m  vir- 
tuous, and  an  intelligent  people.  Our  oountry 
abounds  in  the  necessaries,  the  arts,  and  the 
comforts  of  lifb.  A  general  prosperity  is  visi- 
ble in  the  public  countenance.  The  means  em- 
ployed by  the  British  Cabinet  to  undermine  it, 
have  recoiled  on  themselves ;  have  given  to  our 
national  faculties  a  more  rapid  development ; 
and  draining  or  diverting  the  preoioos  metals 
from  British  circulation  and  British  vaults,  have 
poured  them  into  those  of  the  United  States. 
It  is  a  propitious  oon^deration,  that  an  unavoid- 
able war  should  have  found  this  seasonable  fa- 
cility for  the  contributions  required  to  anpport 
it  When  the  public  voice  <»lled  for  war,  all 
knew  and  still  know,  that  without  them  it 
could  not  be  carried  on  through  the  period 
which  it  might  last;  and  the  patriotism,  the 
good  sense,  and  the  manily  spirit  of  our  feOow- 
citixens,  are  pledges  tot  the  cheerfnlneas  with 
which  they  will  bear  each  his  share  of  the  com- 
mon burden.  To  render  the  war  diort,  and 
its  success  sure,  animated,  and  OTstematic  exer- 
tions alone  are  necessary ;  and  the  soooeas  of 
our  arms  now  may  long  preserve  our  ooontiy 
from  the  necessity  of  another  resort  to  them. 
Already  have  the  sallant  exploits  of  our  naval 
heroes  proved  to  tibe  world  our  inherent  capa> 
city  to  mdntain  our  rights  on  one  element.  If 
the  reputation  of  our  arms  has  been  thrown 
under  clouds  on  the  other,  presaging  flashes  of 
heroic  enterprise  assure  us  that  nothing  is  want- 
ing to  correspondent  triumphs  there  also,  but  the 
discipline  and  habits  which  are  in  daily  prog;resa. 
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TWELFTH  CONGRESS -SECOND  SESSION. 


PBOCEEDINaS  AND  DEBATES 


THE    HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 


MoNDAT,  November  2, 1812. 

Thia  being  tbe  day  appointed  by  law  for  the 
meeting  of  Congress,  the  following  members  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  appeared,  and 
took  their  seats,  to  wit : 

From  Ntw  JTompffAtre— Samnel  Dinsmoor,  Obed 
Hall,  and  John  A.  Haiper. 

From  l/iBMocAicwMf— Abijah  Bigelow,  Elijah  Brig- 
ham,  Kichard  Catts,  Wm.  Ely,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
Ebenezer  Seayer,  William  M.  Richardson,  Charles 
Turner,  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Wm, 
Widgeiy. 

From  Rhode  .&2anJ— Richard  Jackson,  jr. 

F^om  Connecticut — Epaphroditus  Champion,  John 
Davenport,  jr.,  Lyman  Law,  and  Jonathan  0.  Mosely. 

fVvm  Vermont — ^Martin  Chittenden,  Wm.  Strong. 

From  New  York — Daniel  Avery,  Harmanns  Bleeck- 
er,  James  Emott,  Asa  flich.  Sun.  L.  Mitchill,  Ben- 
jamin Pond,  Thomas  Sammons,  Pierre  Van  Cort- 
landt,  jr. 

Fhm  New  Jeraey — ^Adam  Boyd,  Lewis  Coni^ct, 
Jacob  Hnfty,  and  Thomas  Newbold. 

From  Penntylvania — Wm.  Anderson,  David  Bard, 
Robert  Brown,  William  Crawford,  William  Findlay, 
Abner  Lacock,  Aaron  Lyle,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Wm. 
Rodman,  Adam  Seybert,  John  Smilie,  Geo.  Smith, 
and  Robert  WhitehilL 

From  MaryUmd—Stevenaon  Archer,  Charles  Golds- 
boroogh,  Joseph  Kent,  PhiHp  B.  Key,  Peter  Little, 
Alexander  McKhn,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Philip  Stuart, 
and  Robert  Wright. 

From  Vtrgima — John  Baker,  Burwell  Bassett, 
Matthew  Clay,  John  Dawson,  Thomas  Gholson, 
Peterson  Croodwyn,  Aylett  Hawes,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
'William  McCoy,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton, 
James  Pleasants,  jr.,  and  John  Roane. 

From  North  Caro/ina— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William 
Blackledge,  Meshack  Franklin,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Archibald  McBryde,  and  Joseph  Pearson. 

From  South  Coro/tiia— William  Butler,  John  C. 
Calhoun,  Elias  Earle,  WiUiam  Lowndes,  Thos.  Moore, 
and  ItiohardWynn. 

From  (TMr^to— William  W.  Bibb,  Geo.  M.  Troup. 

Fhm  Kentucky — Henxy  Clay,  Speaker^  Joseph 
Deaha,  and  Stephen  Ormsby. 

From  TenneMee— Felix  Grundy,  John  Rhea,  and 
John  Sevier. 

From  Ohio — Jeremiah  Morrow. 

From  Indiana  Territory — Jona.  Jennings,  Delegate. 

A  qnomm,  consisting  of  a  majority  of  the 
whole  House,  being  present,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  Olerk  do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 
Vou  IV.— 37 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  a  committee  was 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House,  jointly  with 
such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  inform  him  that  a  quorum  of 
the  two  Houses  is  assembled,  and  ready  to  re- 
ceive any  conmiunication  he  may  be  pleased  to 
make  to  them. 

Mr.  Dawsox  and  Mr.  Blebokeb  were  appoint- 
ed the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House. 


TuESDAT,  November  8. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  From  Massa- 
chusetts, Fbanois  Cabb;  firom  Connecticut, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr. ;  from  Vermont,  Samuel 
Shaw;  from  New  York,  Abxtnah  Mbtoalt, 
SiiAfl  Stow,  and  Um  Tbaoy  ;  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, John  M.  Hyneman  ;  from  Virginia,  John 
Smith,  and  Thomas  Wilson  ;  from  North  Caro- 
lina, Biohabd  Stanfobd;  from  S.  Carolina, 
Langdon  Chetbs,  and  David  R.  Williams; 
and,  from  Kentucky,  Biohabd  M.  Johnson, 
appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  is  assembled, 
and  ready  to  proceed  to  business.  They  have  ap- 
pointed a  committee  on  their  part,  jointly  with 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  in- 
form the  President  of  the  United  States  that  a 
quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is  assembled,  and 
ready  to  receive  any  communications  he  may 
be  pleased  to  make  to  them. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  Uie  President  of  the  United 
States,  reported  that  the  committee  had  per- 
formed the  service  assigned  to  them,  and  that 
the  President  answered  that  he  would  make  a 
communication  to  the  two  Heuses  of  Congress 
to-morrow  at  12  o^dock. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


WxDNXSDAT,  November  4. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  From  Ver- 
mont, James  Fisk  ;  from  North  Carolina,  Wm. 
B.  Kino  and  Isbabl  Piokbnb;  from  Georgia, 
BoLUNO  Hall;  and  from  Kentucky,  Anthony 
New,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Pbesident 
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Exemption  of  Sofdiera  from  Arrest  for  Debt, 


[NOTTMVKB,    1811 


OF  THE  United  States.    [For  which,  see  Senate 
proceedings  of  this  date,  ante,  page  567.] 

The  Message  having  heen  read  was  referred, 
with  the  documents  accompanying  it,  to  the 
Committer  of  the  whole  Hoase  on  the  state  of 
Ui^  Union. 


Thubsdat,  November  6. 
Constitution  and  the  Guerriere. 

Mr.  Dawson  rose  and  said : — ^Mr.  Speaker,  I 
take  this  early  moment  to  present  to  you  a  re- 
solution which  I  feel  pleasure  and  pride  in  be- 
lieving will  meet  the  general  approbation,  not 
only  of  this  House,  but  of  the  nation. 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  in  his 
Message,  which  was  read  on  yesterday,  has,  in 
terms  eloquent  and  appropriate,  made  mention 
of  an  engagement  which  has  taken  place  be- 
tween an  American  fHgate  and  one  of  His  Bri- 
tannic Majesty's,  which  has  rendered  to  the 
oflScers  and  crew  of  our  frigate  that  justice 
which  they  so  justly  merited  ;  an  engagement 
in  which  American  tars  have  proven  to  the 
world,  that  when  commanded  by  officers  of 
skiU,  valor,  and  fidelity,  they  are  capable  of 
contending  with,  and  of  vanquishing,  those  of 
any  nation  on  the  earth,  upon  any  element — 
even  on  that  element  where  British  skill  has  so 
justly  acquired  so  much  celebrity,  and  that  tlie 
American  flag,  when  authorized  by  the  consti- 
tuted authorities  of  our  country,  will  command 
respect  on  the  high  road  of  nations.  Far,  very 
far  be  it  from  me  to  boast — ^it  ill  becomes  an  in- 
dividual or  a  nation,  and  is  never  the  concomi- 
tant of  true  courage  ;  but  on  the  present  occa- 
sion it  seems  to  me  proper  that  we  should  ex- 
press our  sentiments— our  feelings,  and  thereby 
the  feelings  of  the  nation.  I  ^all,  therefore, 
without  further  comment,  offer  you  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  observing  that  the  facts  stated 
have  been  ascertained  at  the  proper  department, 
and  the  proofs  are  on  my  table : 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  Home  qf  Bepreientativee 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^ 
That  the  Pxx>8ident  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  requested  to  present,  in  the  name  of  Congress, 
io  Captain  Isaac  Hull,  a  gold  medal,  with  suitable 

emblems  and  devices;    and  that  the  sum  of 

thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appro- 
priated, to  be  distributed  as  prize  money  to  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  of  the  United  States'  frigate  the  Con- 
stitution, of  forty-four  guns,  according  to  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act  for  the  better  government  of  ^e 
Navy  of  the  United  States ;  intestimonyof  the  high 
sense  entertained  by  Congress  of  the  gallantly,  good 
conduct,  and  services  of  Captain  Hull,  the  officers, 
and  crew,  of  the  said  firigate  Constitution,  in  attack- 
ing, yanquishing,  and  capturing  the  British  frigate 
the  Guerriere,  mounting  fifty-four  carriage  guns, 
thereby  exhibiting  an  example  highly  honorable  to 
the  American  character,  andinstmctiYe  to  our  rising 
Navy. 

Some  conversation  passed  on  the  proper  mode 
•of  disposing  of  this  subject,  in  the  course  of 
which 

Mr.  Seybebt  suggested  the  propriety  of  also 


giving  some  distinctive  or  medals  to  the  crew 
of  the  Constitution,  who  he  thought  were  too 
generally  overlooked  in  such  cases. 

Mr.  Wright  approved  the  spirit  of  the  reao- 
lution,  but  hoped  the  other  officers  would  re- 
ceive swords,  and  the  men  suitable  rewards; 
and  confidently  hoped  a  gold  medal  would  be 
voted  to  the  nearest  relative  of  Lieutenant  Wil* 
liam  Bush  of  the  marines,  a  young  gentleman 
from  his  district,  who  fell  gallantly  fighting  in 
that  action,  covered  with  wounds  and  glory ; 
he,  therefore,  for  that  purpose,  moved  that  the 
resolution  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

The  resolution  was  eventually  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table  till  a  committee  should  be  appoint- 
ed to  whom  it  should  be  referred. 


Friday,  November  6. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  New 
Jersey,  George  O.  Maxwell  ;  from  Massacha- 
setts,  EzEELBL  Bacon  ;  from  Connecticut,  Lewis 
B.  Sturobs  ;  and  from  Pennsylvania,  James  Mil- 
NOR,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

George  Poindexter,  the  Delegate  from  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  also  appeared,  and  took 
his  seat. 


MoiTDAT,  November  9. 
Several  other  members,  to  wit :  firom  Massa- 
chusetts, Samuel  Taggart  ;  from  Ck>nneeticut, 
Benjamin  Tallkadge  ;  from  New  York,  Ebsx- 
EZBR  Sage,  and  Thomas  R.  Gold  ;  from  Penn- 
sylvania, Roger  Davis;  from  Delaware,  IIenst 
M.  RiDGELY ;  and  from  Yirginia,  John  Talu- 
FERRO,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

JSncouragem^nt  to  Prirateerg. 
Mr.  MiTomLL  presented  a  petition  of  sundiy 
owners  and  agents  of  privateers  in  the  city  ^ 
New  York,  praying  for  a  reduction  of  the  duties 
on  prizes  and  prize  goods ;  that  prize  property, 
on  condemnation,  may  be  delivered  to  them  to 
be  disposed  of  and  distributed ;  that  the  time 
necessary  to  procure  condemnations  may  be 
shortened ;  that  the  fees  of  the  officers  of  prize 
courts  may  be  limited  to  a  certain  snm,  and 
that  prize  owners  and  their  agents  be  authorized 
to  order  prizes  arrived  in  one  port  to  any  other 
port,  at  tlieir  discretion,  at  any  time  before  the 
actual  libelling  of  such  prizes. 

Exemption  of  Soldiers  from  Arrest  for  DAt 
Mr.  Baoon  stated  that,  under  the  present  law, 
exempting  from  arrest  of  privates  in  the  Army 
of  the  United  States  in  certain  cases  of  debt, 
frauds  had  been,  and  more  extensively  might  be, 
committed ;  inasmuch  as  a  soldier  who  was  tired 
of  the  service,  by  giving  his  bond  for  a  feicned 
debt  for  an  amount  greater  than  twenty  doUars, 
could  procure  himseJf  to  be  arrested  and  kept 
out  of  service,  &c.  Mr.  B.  further  illustrated 
the  evasions  to  which  the  present  law  is  liable, 
and  concluded  by  moving  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 
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Jiesolvedf  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Afifairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding by  law  for  exempting  altogether  from  liability 
to  arrest,  or  being  taken  in  execution  for  debt,  of  any 
non-commissioned  officer,  musician,  or  priyate,  be- 
longing to  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  or  to  any 
Tolunteer  ooips,  when  called  into  service  pursuant  to 
to  law. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 


Tuesday,  November  10. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Virginia, 
James  Bbeokenbidge,  appeared,  and  took  his 
seat 

Mounted  Troops, 

Mr.  EiCHABD  M.  Johnson  observed  that  he 
had  draughted  a  resolution  for  the  consideration 
of  the  House,  the  object  of  which  was  to  author- 
ize an  expedition  of  mounted  volunteers  against 
the  several  Indian  tribes  hostile  to  the  United 
States.  He  said  the  people  of  the  United  States 
had  the  power  and  the  will  to  break  up  and 
to  extirpate  those  hostile  savages,  to  desolate 
their  country,  or  compc^  them  to  surrender  at 
discretion,  as  the  Miamies  had  done  lately  when 
they  beheld  the  strong  arm  of  the  Government 
uplifted  and  ready  to  fall  upon  them  heavily. 
And  it  was  the  imperious  duty  of  Congress  so 
to  organize  this  power,  and  so  to  direct  3iis  will, 
as  to  make  it  effectual  and  most  destructive  to 
the  enemy  in  the  line  of  its  operation.  Mr.  J. 
said  a  winter  campaign  of  mounted  men  well 
selected,  well  organized,  and  well  conducted  for 
sixty  days,  would  close  an  Indian  war,  which 
was  restrained  on  their  part  by  no  ties  of  re- 
ligion, by  no  rules  of  morality,  by  no  suggestions 
of  mercy,  by  no  principles  of  humanity.  Sir,  said 
he,  you  well  know  that  we  cannot  so  guard  any 
part  of  our  extended  line  of  frontier  as  to  pre- 
vent entirely  the  incursions  of  savages,  so  long  as 
they  have  a  place  of  safety  or  hiding  place  upon 
our  borders;  by  reason  of  which  a  few  desper- 
ate savages,  well  armed  with  their  rifles,  toma- 
hawks, and  scalping  knives,  and  paid  for  the 
scalps  of  our  citizens,  may  travel  in  the  night, 
wateh  their  place  of  assassination  undiscovered, 
and  fall  upon  our  infant  settlements  thus  ex- 
posed and  massacre  them  without  distinction  of 
age  or  sex,  and  not  leave  even  an  infant  to  lisp 
the  sad  tale  of  sorrow  to  the  passing  stranger. 
Such  has  been  the  fact  in  many  places  on  our 
frontier  since  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe;  and 
such  was  the  melancholy  fact  near  the  Ohio 
river,  in  Indiana,  when  upwards  of  twenty  per- 
sons were  horribly  murdered  in  cold  blood, 
without  the  opportunity  of  resistance ;  the  most 
of  these  unfortimate  victims  were  women  and 
children,  whose  heads  were  roasted  by  the  fire, 
and  in  this  cruel  mode  tortured  to  death,  and 
under  circumstances  which  would  blacken  and 
dye  with  deeper  disgrace  the  most  infamous  and 
abandoned  set  of  beings  ou  earth.  Since  the  de- 
feat of  Braddock,  Mr.  J.  observed,  the  conflict 
with  the  Indians  had  always  been  an  unequal 
one,  and  the  United  States  had  never  carried  on 


such  a  campaign  against  them  as  would  bring 
them  to  their  reason.  He  observed,  that  a  win- 
ter campaign  of  mounted  men  would  place  us  on 
an  equality  in  our  contest  with  the  Indians ;  and 
he  pledged  himself  for  the  efficacy  of  such  an  ex- 
peaition,  if  sanctioned  and  authorized  by  Oon- 
gress,  and  left  to  the  Executive  of  Kentucky,  so 
far  as  the  forces  were  taken  from  that  State. 
On  such  a  campaign  they  must  meet  us  in 
battle,  or  surrender  at  discretion;  they  could 
not  avoid  our  search,  nor  evade  our  pursuit — 
the  season  would  furnish  certain  means  of  dis- 
covery ;  their  strongholds  would  be  broken  up ; 
their  squaws  and  children  would  fall  into  our 
hands,  and  remain  sure  pledges  against  savage 
ferocity  and  barbarity.  Nothing  do  they  so 
much  fear  as  to  have  their  squaws  taken  prison- 
ers. Their  winter  quarters  would  be  discovered 
and  their  stock  of  winter  provisions  would  be 
destroyed ;  and  once  since  the  Revolution  the 
friend  of  his  country  would  enjoy  the  satisfac- 
tion of  seeing  our  savage  enemies  humbled  in 
the  dnst  and  solely  at  our  mercy,  notwithstand- 
ing all  the  arts  of  British  intrigue  to  the  con- 
trary. On  the  contrary,  we  want  no  additional 
evidence,  no  train  of  reasoning,  nor  a  particular 
detail  of  facts,  to  convince  us  that  any  other 
kind  of  force,  and  at  any  other  period,  will  only 
give  us  a  partial  remedy.  Upon  any  other  prin- 
ciple we  give  the  savage  foe  every  advantage. 
When  threatened  and  pursued  by  a  force  suffi- 
cient to  chastiser  them,  no  warriors  can  be. 
found — they  scatter  through  the  woods  like  the 
wild  beasts  of  the  forest.  Send  a  smaU  party, 
and  they  are  immediately  surrounded  and  cut 
oflT  by  superior  numbers.  In  fact,  sir,  they  will 
not  meet  at  their  own  doors  and  firesides  equal 
numbers  in  honorable  combat — ^they  must  al- 
ways have  some  great  and  decided  advantage. 
In  the  several  attacks  made  upon  Fort  Wayne, 
Fort  Harrison,  and  Bellevue — ^at  which  places 
our  officers  and  soldiers  acted  with  a  firmness 
and  gallantry  deserving  the  highest  praises  of 
their  country — the  Indians  retreated  at  the  ap- 
proach of  assistance,  and  could  not  be  found. 
We  witnessed  the  same  scene  when  our  army 
penetrated  their  country  from  Fort  Wayne,  who 
burnt  their  towns  and  destroyed  their  crops. 
In  short,  sir,  late  in  the  spring,  in  the  summer, 
and  in  the  fall,  every  thicket,  every  swamp- 
nay,  every  brush-heap  surrounded  with  weeds 
furnishes  a  hiding  place ;  and  it  is  in  vain  to 
search  after  Indians  at  such  a  time,  if  they  are 
not  disposed  to  be  seen.  Mr.  J.  said,  with  this 
imperfect  picture  before  us,  which,  however, 
contained  undeniable  facts.  Congress  could  not 
reconcile  it  to  its  duty  not  to  take  such  steps  as 
would  speedily  terminate  the  war  with  tlie  sev- 
ages.  Such  steps  had  been  taken  as  to  produce 
much  temporary  distress  among  the  Pottawata- 
mies  and  other  tribes,  and  the  destruction  of 
their  villages  and  crops  would  employ  many  of 
their  warriors  in  procuring  subsistence  for  their 
squaws  and  children,  which  consequently  gave 
a  correspondent  relief  to  our  frontier  settle- 
ments ;  that  a  winter  campaign  well  conducted 
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was  indispensable  to  complete  the  work  which 
was  begun  with  so  much  zeal,  but  which  could 
not  produce  all  the  benefit  that  might  b«  ex- 
pected from  a  regular  authorized  expedition;  for 
it  would  be  recollected  that  the  mounted  men 
had  gone  out  suddenly  upon  the  spur  of  the  oc- 
casion, without  compensation,  with  a  view  to 
relieve  the  frontiers  from  the  disasters  of  Hull's 
humiliating  surrender ;  and  in  such  voluntary 
associations  many  men  would  consider  them- 
selves under  less  obligations  than  if  employed 
by  the  Government,  although  the  party  with 
whom  he  had  the  honor  to  act  served  beyond 
the  time  for  which  they  enrolled  themselves, 
and  never  quitted  the  service  until  honorably 
discharged.  Mr.  J.  observed,  if  the  savages  are 
unmindful  of  the  many  acts  of  benevolence,  of 
justice  and  friendship  exercised  towards  them 
by  the  United  States;  if  British  influence,  or 
British  cold,  or  any  other  consideration,  could 
induce  them  to  continue  the  savage  practice  of 
imbruing  their  hands  alike  in  the  blood  of  the 
warrior  in  the  field,  and  the  infant  in  its  mother's 
arms;  if  they  will  be  bound  by  no  obligation 
however  sacred ;  by  no  treaty,  however  solemnly 
made ;  by  no  dictate  of  nature,  no  matter  how 
self-evident;  the  United  States  are  absolved 
from  all  acts  of  further  forbearance;  and  we  are 
called  upon  by  every  feeling  of  duty  and  honor 
to  disarm  them  of  their  fury  and  put  them  be- 
yond the  power  of  injury.  Mr.  J.  said  -he  had 
'  not  intended  to  trouble  the  House  with  so  many 
preliminary  remarks,  but  he  had  seen  in  his 
place  the  Chairman  of  the  committee  to  whom 
the  resolution  was  to  be  referred,  and  he  was 
anxious  that  the  design  and  object  of  the  mo- 
tion should  be  known,  that  the  committee 
might  act  with  despatch  if  it  met  with  their 
views : 

Reaolvedy  That  the  select  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  so  mnch  of  the  President's  Message  as  relates 
to  military  affairs,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  authorizing  an  expedition  of  mounted 
volunteers  against  the  Indian  tribes  hostile  to  the 
United  States. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  nem,  c(m.,  with- 
out debate. 


Thubsdat,  November  12. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Kentucky, 
Samuel  MoKek,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 


Fbiday,  November  13. 
Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  New 
York,  Thomas  B.  Oooke  ;  from  New  Jersey, 
Jambs  Moboan;  from  Virginia,  John  Ran- 
dolph ;  and  from  North  Carolina,  Lemuel 
Sawteb,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 


Monday,  November  16. 
Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Massa- 
chusetts, William  Reed  ;  from  Rhode  Island, 
Elisha  R.  Potteb  ;    from  Virginia,  Daniel 


Sheffey  ;  from  North  Oarolina,  James  Coch- 
ean;  from  South  Oarolina,  Richasd  Wyxn, 
appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 


Tuesday,  ifovembcr  17. 
Encouragement  to  Privateen, 

Mr.  Babsett,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  that  part  of  the  President's  Message  which 
relates  to  the  Navfd  Establishment,  reported,  in 
part,  a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  concerning 
lettera  of  marque,  prizes,  and  prize  goods ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committod  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  bill  is  as  follows : 

A  Bill  in  addition  to  the  ai!t  oonoeniing  letten  of 
marque,  prizes,  and  priste  goods. 

B9  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  andHdmm  ofBepreteaf- 
tivet  of  the  United  States  o/Amenea  in  Cokgrtn  a»- 
rnnbied,  That  all  nrize  properly,  upon  sentenoe  of 
condemnation,  BhaU,  at  the  request  of  the  owsen 
of  the  priyate  armed  vessel  by  which  the  capture 
shall  have  been  made,  or  of  their  agents,  be,  b/  the 
marshal  of  the  district  in  whose  cnstodj  tha  suae 
maybe,  delivered  over  to  the  said  owners  or  dieir 
agents,  to  be'  by  them  sold  or  diq>osed  of  at  their 
d^cretion,  and  the  proceeds  thereof  distributed  by 
them  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  law :  Preadei, 
That  aU  fees,  costs,  and  charges,  arising  on  the  pn>< 
eess  of  oondemnation,  be  first  paid,  and  that  the  dnties 
accnung  on  snch  prize  goods,  as  also  two  per  ceaL 
on  the  estimated  vaJne  of  such  prize  property,  after 
deducting  all  duties,  costs,  and  charges,  (which  value, 
as  it  respects  the  cargo,  shall  be  ascertained  in  the 
same  manner  as  is  provided  by  law  for  ascertainiog 
the  value  of  goods  subject  to  ad  valorem  duties ;  and 
as  it  respects  &e  vessel,  to  be  ascertained  by  apprak- 
ers  to  be  ^pointed  in  the  same  manner,)  shall  be 
first  paid,  or  secured  to  be  paid,  to  the  ooltector  at 
the  district  into  which  such  prize  property  may  be 
brought  for  condemnation ;  which  two  per  cent.  ^sH 
be  in  lieu  of  the  two  per  cent,  on  the  net  amount  cT 
the  prize  money  reserved  by  the  seventh  section  ef 
the  act  to  which  this  act  is  in  addition,  and  shall  be 
pledged  and  appropriated  to  the  same  fund  as  is  there- 
by provided  for. 

Sbc  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  aU  boads 
taken  for  the  security  of  the  two  per  cent,  fund  before 
provided  for  shidl  be  made  payable  within  axtj  dap 
from  the  time  of  taking  sudi  bondsw 

SEa  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  owners 
of  any  private  armed  vessel  or  vessds,  or  their  agents, 
may,  at  any  time  before  a  libel  shall  be  filed  againsl 
any  captured  vessel  or  her  cargo,  remove  the  same 
finom  any  port  into  which  it  may  be  first  hnm^it,  to 
any  other  port  in  the  United  States^  sulgect  to  the 
same  restrictions,  and  complying  with  the  same  regu- 
lations, with  respect  to  the  payment  of  duties^  wUdi 
are  piorided  by  law  in  rehition  to  other  veaseb  arriv- 
ing in  port  witii  cargoes  subject  to  duty :  IVovided, 
That  befbre  snch  removal  the  said  captured  pnpetty 
shall  not  have  been  attariied  at  the  suit  of  any  ad> 
verse  daimaot,  or  a  clum  against  the  same  have  been 
interposed  in  behalf  of  the  United  States. 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  wherever 
the  proceeds  of  any  prize  prcnperty  has  been,  or  shall 
be,  deposited  with  the  clerk  of  any  district  court,  pur- 
suant to  the  orders  of  said  court,  upon  condemnatun, 
the  same  shall,  at  the  request  of  the  owners  of  the 
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private  armed  vessel  by  which  the  capture  shall  haye 
been  made,  or  of  their  agents,  be  paid  over  to  them, 
to  be  by  them  distributed  agreeably  to  the  provisions 
of  law. 


Wkdhmdat,  November  18. 
Another  member,  to   wit,  Josiah  Quixot, 
from  Massachusetts,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 


TnuBSDAT,  November  19. 
Pritateer  PrUe  Law. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act 
concerning  prizes  and  prize  goods. 

Mr.  Bassett,  as  chairman  of  the  committee 
who  reported  the  bill,  explained  its  provisions, 
and  enforced  the  necessity  of  its  adoption.  He 
took  occasion  to  advert  to  the  numerous  cap- 
tures made  by  our  private  armed  vessels,  and 
their  utility  as  a  system  of  annoyance  to  the 
enemy.  In  every  case  in  which  they  had  come 
in  conflict,  they  had  acquitted  themselves  in  a 
manner  that  redounded  to  their  credit. 

After  some  further  conversation  on  the  de- 
tails of  the  bill,  the  following  section  was,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Bacon,  substituted  for  the  fourth 
section  of  the  bill : 

"  Skc.  i.  And  be  it  furiher  enacted.  That  in  cases 
of  sale  of  prize  property  by  the  marshal  of  any  dis- 
trict, or  wherever  the  proceeds  thereof  has  been  or 
shall  be  deposited  with  tiie  clerk  of  any  district  court, 
porsaant  to  the  orders  of  said  conrt  npon  condemna- 
tion, the  same  shall,  by  the  said  marshal  or  clerk  re- 
spectively, at  the  request  of  the  owners  q£  the  private 
armed  vessel  by  which  the  capture  shall  have  been 
made,  or  of  their  agents,  be  paid  over  to  them,  to  be 
by  them  distributed  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of 
law:  Provided,  That  all  fees,  costs,  and  chaiges, 
aridng  on  condemnation,  be  first  paid,  and  all  duties 
accruing  on  such  prize  property,  as  also  the  two  per 
cent  fond  accruing  on  such  proceeds,  be  first  paid, 
or  secured  to  be  paid,  to  the  collector  of  the  district 
into  which  such  prize  may  be  brought  for  condemna- 
tion, and  that  the  marshal  and  clerk  shall  be  allowed 
for  their  services  respectively,  in  selling,  receiving, 
and  paying  over  as  aforesaid,  a  commission  of  one  per 
cent  and  no  more,  on  the  net  proceeds  of  such  prize 
property,  after  deducting  the  duties,  the  two  per  cent 
and  chazges  aforesaid:  Provided,  aieo,  That  such 
commission  shall  not  exceed,  npon  any  property  in- 
cluded in  one  condemnation,  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
doUars." 

The  bill  as  thus  amended  was  then  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

^taliation. 

The  engrossed  bill  *'  vesting  the  power  of  re- 
taliation in  the  President  of  the  United  States  in 
certain  cases,"  was  read  a  third  time. 

A  debate  of  more  than  an  hour  took  place  on 
the  question  of  its  passage,  which  was  finally 
determined  in  the  negative^  by  yeas  and  nays — 
61  to  61. 


Fbidat,  November  20, 
Pay  qf  ths  Army. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  concerning  the  pay  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  WiLUAMS,  as  chairman  of  the  committee 
who  reported  it,  rose  to  explain  the  provisions 
of  Uie  bill.  •  He  said  he  hoped  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  would  not  involve  a  discussion  of  the 
justice  or  necessity  of  the  war.  War,  said  he, 
is  now  declared ;  we  have  thrown  ourselves  be- 
tween our  country  and  the  enemy ;  and  it  be- 
comes us  to  carry  ner  triumphantly  through  the 
war,  or  be  responsible  for  the  disgrace  a  con- 
trary course  would  incur.  The  reason  of  the  in- 
troduction of  the  first  provision  of  the  bill,  he 
said,  was  the  palpable  fact,  that  the  present  pay 
of  the  Army,  taking  into  consideration  the  price 
of  labor  throughout  the  Union,  was  much  below 
the  average  rate.  The  committee,  in  the  in- 
vestigations of  this  business,  had,  with  much 
labor,  consulted  all  sources  of  information  ac- 
cessible to  them,  and  in  no  part  of  the  United 
States  did  it  appear  to  be  conceded  by  their 
Representatives,  that  the  fair  price  of  labor  was 
less  than  nine  dollars  per  month.  Even  if  the 
price  was  as  low  as  eight,  or  say  seven  dollars, 
wherefore  should  the  soldier  receive  less  than 
any  other  man?  This  is  a  subject  on  which 
every  gentleman  could  decide  by  recurring  to 
his  own  neighborhood,  and  inquiring,  what  was 
there  the  price  of  labor.  If  he  could  not  procure 
the  service  of  an  individual  tliere  for  less  than 
eight  dollars,  how  can  he  refuse  tlie  soldier  that 
price  which  I  now  solicit  for  him  ?  The  ranks 
are  not  filled ;  we  know  it  by  too  melancholy  a 
proof;  and  it  is  our  duty  to  fill  them.  How 
shall  we  best  do  it  ?  It  will  not  be  contended 
that  your  population  is  insufficient ^  no,  sir;  the 
inducement  is  not  adequate.  There  is  no  avo- 
cation of  life,  no  employment,  however  hazard- 
ous, which  fails  to  be  pursued  from  a  want  of 
persons  ready  to  engage  in  it  No,  sir ;  if  you 
want  men  to  scale  the  mountains  ot  ice  under 
the  Northern  pole,  or  endure  the  fervid  rays  of  a 
vertical  sun  in  the  hither  India,  to  brave  the 
stormy  ocean,  or  search  for  mines  in  the  bowels 
of  the  earth ;  only  find  them  adequate  compen- 
sation, and  there  are  men  enough  to  be  found. 
The  compensation  for  services  performed,  ought 
always  to  be  in  p/oportion  to  the  risk  incurred. 
This  is  a  position  which  cannot  be  controverted. 
There  is  no  reason  why  the  ranks  of  your  Army 
are  not  filled  so  forcible,  as  that  you  do  not  ^ve 
enough  to  the  privates. 

Mr.  W.  then  briefly  adverted  to  other  provis- 
ions of  the  bill.  To  the  second  section  he  ap- 
prehended little  objection ;  it  had  been  found 
to  be  necessary,  and  ample  precedent  might  be 
found  for  it.  To  the  third  section  there  might 
and  probably  would  be  some  objection.  It  was 
founded,  he  said,  on  the  principle  that  every 
man  owed  to  the  country  which  protected  him, 
military  service;  the  same  principle,  alreadv 
engrafted  in  our  l&ws,  which  obliged  tiie  youtli 
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of  18  years  old  to  enter  into  the  militia,  war- 
ranted his  retention  in  the  service  when  he  had 
voluntarily  enlisted.  The  fourth  section  spoke 
for  itself  and  needed  no  explanation. 

Tke  second  section  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Wheaton  said  he  conceived  tliis  section 
to  involve  an  infraction  of  the  constitution.  Any 
person  who  had  contracted  a  debt  had  certainly 
given  a  pledge,  not  only  of  his  property,  but  of 
his  body  to  his  creditor.  It  is  the  creditor's 
right  to  take  his  body  in  default  of  paynrent, 
and  the  creditor  was  by  this  section,  in  the  case 
of  those  enlisting  in  the  army,  completely  taken 
out  of  his  hands.  Ample  encouragement,  Mr. 
W.  said,  might  be  given  to  enlistments  without 
infringing  the  constitution.  He  had  no  objec- 
tion to  privilege  the  soldier  from  arrest  after 
enlistment,  but  he  could  not  consent  to  the  pas- 
sage of  a  law,  having  an  ex  post  facto  operation, 
which  went  to  exempt  him  from  obligations 
previously  contracted.  He  therefore  moved  to 
strike  out  the  words  "before  or  "  from  the  sec- 
ond section  above  recited. 

Mr.  Bacon  spoke  in  support  of  this  provision. 
It  was  necessary  to  guard  against  fraud.  He 
said,  in  the  village  in  which  he  lived,  such  frauds 
had  been  committed,  by  the  creation  of  ficti- 
tious debts,  under  which  a  person  enlisting  had 
procured  himself  to  be  arrested.  After  this 
arrest,  on  giving  bail,  he  was  set  at  large. 
Whilst  going  at  liberty,  his  commander  had  at- 
tempted to  take  him ;  but  a  writ  of  liabeas  cot' 
pus  having  been  taken  out,  it  had  been  deter- 
mined by  the  courts  that  a  man  was  the  prop- 
erty of  his  bail  until  the  suit  was  determined. 
And  that  determination,  Mr.  B.  said,  would 
never  take  place  so  long  as  the  United  States 
had  an  occasion  for  the  man's  services ;  because, 
by  the  same  collusion  which  commenced  it,  the 
suit  may  be  continued  from  term  to  term  of 
court,  until  the  term  of  enlistment  has  expired. 
He  had  merely  stated  facts.  He  had  known  an 
instance  of  an  officer  being  obliged  to  move  his 
whole  corps  over  the  line  to  avoid  these  petty 
depredations  on  their  ranks ;  and  he  would  ven- 
ture to  say  that  the  officers  would  much  rather 
face  the  enemy  in  the  field,  than  the  host  of 
legal  depredators  in  Massachusetts,  on  those 
ei3isted  for  the  public  service.  The  principle 
of  this  provision  was  not  novel,  he  said,  for  it 
existed  already. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  section  was  then 
negatived  by  a  large  mtgority. 

The  third  section  was  then  read. 

Mr.  Stow  rose  and  said,  that  the  respect  he 
felt  for  the  House,  seemed  to  forbid  that  he 
should  propose  to  them  any  thing  not  fully  ma- 
tured :  but^  that  at  the  same  time  the  objections 
to  one  section  of  the  bill  under  consideration, 
appeared  to  him  so  many  and  so  important,  that 
he  could  not  refrain  from  urging  them,  though 
as  he  feared  in  somewhat  of  an  irregular  and 
desultory  way.  In  excuse  he  said,  he  had  sup- 
posed the  present  bill  agreeable  to  the  one  re- 
ported in  the  Senate,  and  had  not  observed  the 
difference  till  that  moment     His  objections 


were  to  the  3d  section,  and  which  lie  c^onld 
close  by  moving  that  it  be  stricken  out.  He 
arranged  his  objections  principally  under  three 
heads  :  1st.  Its  tendency  to  violate  the  public 
morals-.  2d.  Interference  with  public  economy 
— and  8d,  its  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States. 

He  remarked,  that  proper  instrnction  and 
discipline  of  youth  lay  at  the  bottom  of  all  that 
was  valuable  in  this  life,  and  perhaps  of  the  life 
to  come.  That  it  was  of  great  importance  in 
every  Government,  but  above  all  that  it  was  in- 
finitely so  in  ours,  where  the  people  were  real 
sovereigns,  and  where  the  Government  would 
be  ill  or  well  administered,  according  as  the 
youths  were  bred  in  temperance,  virtue,  and 
obedience.  This  section  of  the  bill  goes  to  cut 
up  those  qualities  by  the  roots.  It  says  to  the  un- 
easy boy  in  his  teens,  yon  may  enlist  and  throw 
off  all  parental  authority  ;  yon  may  enlist  and 
defraud  the  parent  or  master,  who  has  maintain- 
ed you  in  your  helpless  state,  of  his  lost  reward. 
The  strongest  ties  of  affection  and  gratitude, 
you  may,  by  enlisting,  dissolve  in  a  moment 
Nay,  more,  we  say  deliberately  and  solemnly— 
we  will  pay  this  promoted  villain  $300  for  hi^ 
iniquity !  For  such  is  the  amount  of  the  houniy 
and  wages  for  three  years.  'Who,  ar,  will  be 
most  likely  to  avail  himself  of  this  privilege,  or 
rather  of  this  course  ?  Not  the  sober,  faithful 
minor,  who  might  be  trusted  in  a  camp  with 
some  degree  of  safety,  but  the  fickle,  tnrbnleot 
restless  youth,  the  one  of  all  others  who  wants 
the  salutary  restraint  of  a  parent  or  guardian. 
This  is  the  person  whom  you  are  about  to  al- 
low to  pledge  himself  into  all  the  dissipations, 
into  all  the  seductions,  and  into  aU  the  vices  of 
a  camp  I 

But,  sir,  said  he,  it  is  inhuman,  as  well  as 
immoral.  Humanity  calls  upon  yon  to  take  care 
of  and  educate  the  miserable  ofl^ring  of  the 
poor.  Who  will  take  them ;  who  will  proride 
for  their  infancy,  if  at  the  moment  they  are  able 
to  make  any  remuneration  for  this  humane,  this 
tender  care,  you  offer  them  $300  to  turn  in- 
grate?  But,  sir,  not  only  the  public  morals,  but 
the  public  economy  require  that  you  should  not 
enlist  minors  without  the  consent  of  their  pa- 
rents, guardians,  or  masters.  What  does  public 
economy  require,  but  that  every  one  should 
serve  the  Republic  in  that  capacity  in  which  he 
can  be  most  useful  ?  And,  sir,  let  me  add  that 
patriotism  requires  the  same  thing.  If  the 
blacksmith  or  the  farmer  is  most  useful  in  his 
calling,  there  is  as  much  patriotism  in  attend- 
ing to  the  anvil  and  the  farm,  as  to  the  bayonet 
and  the  sword.  Men  of  mature  age,  by  accept- 
ing tiie  terms  you  offer,  or  not,  determine  where 
they  can  be  most  usernl ;  but  doea  not  every 
principle  of  economy  forbid  that  you  should  go 
into  the  private  funily,  the  workshops,  and  the 
manufactory,  regardless  of  the  opinion  of  the 
father  and  supe];intendent,  and  seduce  the 
young  man  from  learning  some  useful  and  hon- 
orable employment,  and  in  lieu  thereof  at  that 
tender,  at  that  doubtfiol  period  of  human  life, 
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you  plange  him  into  all  tlie  iDimoralitles  of  a 
camp,  and  turn  him  a  vagabond  on  society.  No, 
sir,  true  economy  requires  that  children  should 
be  well  educated,  well  governed,  and  faithftilly 
bred  to  some  honest  colling.  The  very  princi- 
ple, notwithstanding  all  the  talk  of  patriotism, 
is  recognized  in  the  price  you  offer  for  soldiers, 
as  well  by  the  fomier  law,  as  by  the  present 
bill.  You  offered  by  the  former  law,  five  dol- 
lars per  month,  by  the  present  bill  eiglit  dollars. 
That  is,  you  say  to  the  world,  that  by  being  a 
soldier,  ^'ou  render  to  yom*  country  services 
worth  five  or  eight  dollars.  Now,  sir,  for  QyQ 
or  eight  dollars  per  month  is  it  prudent,  is  it 
economical,  to  dissolve  the  all-important  rela- 
tion of  governor  and  governed  in  respect  to 
youth  ?  To  break  up  your  infant  manufactories, 
and  to  deprive  poor  children  at  once  of  a  use- 
ful employment,  and  a  home  ?  But,  sir,  perhaps 
it  will  be  said  that  necessity,  the  safety  of  the 
Republic,  requires  this.  When  the  legions  of 
Britain  were  upon  our  shores,  when  we  were 
struggling  for  our  ver^  existence,  the  necessity 
was  not  then  thought  sufficiently  imperious  to 
warrant  such  a  principle.  Can  it  then  be  said, 
that  with  treble  the  population,  and  in  an  of- 
fensive war,  necessity  requires  the  dangerous 
innovation  ?  Certainly  not.  Again,  the  law, 
then  and  now,  allows  the  soldier  to  be  arrested 
for  a  debt  amounting  to  two  dollars ;  and  will 
you  say,  that  the  debt  in  which  there  can  be  no 
deception  incurred,  for  the  most  necessary  of 
all  things,  food,  clothing,  and  instruction  for  in- 
fancy, shall  be  disregarded?  I  trust,  sir,  that 
a  principle  so  unreasonable  will  never  prevail. 
But,  lastly,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  do  contend  that  the 
clause  is  contrary  to  the  spirit,  if  not  the  letter, 
of  the  constitution.  That  constitution  provides 
that  private  property  shall  not  be  taken  with- 
out reasonable  compensation.  The  property 
which  a  parent  has  in  the  services  of  his  son,  of 
a  guardian  in  the  services  of  his  ward,  and  a 
master  in  the  services  of  his  servant,  though 
differing  widely  in  degree,  is  as  real  and  often- 
times more  important  than  the  farmer  has  in 
his  personal  estates,  or  the  planter  in  his  slave. 
It  also  impairs  the  force  of  contract,  which  is 
strictly  interdicted  to  the  States,  and  a  fortiori 
not  to  be  done  to  the  General  Government 
For  these  and  for  many  other  reasons  which 
might  be  added,  Mr.  S.  moved  to  strike  out  the 
third  section  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  *MiLN0B  said  that  if  he  understood  the 
third  section  of  the  bill  under  consideration,  it 
allows  recruiting  officers  to  enlist  minors  above 
the  age  of  eighteen  years,  without  regard  to 
their  situation  as  apprentices  to  tradesmen,  or 
living  under  the  care  and  guardian^ip  of  their 
parents ;  and  its  object  was  to  hold  out  to 
young  minds  a  temptation  to  desert  the  useful 
course  destined  for  them  by  their  friends,  for 
the  purpose  of  becoming  soldiers.  Now,  said  Mr. 
M.,  whatever  may  be  the  necessity  of  war,  on 
some  occasions,  and  however  necessary  some 
might  think  that  in  which  we  are  now  engaged, 


which  was  a  question  he  should  not  now  med- 
dle with,  he  was  desirous  that  its  operations 
should  be  so  conducted,  as  to  do  as  little  injury 
as  possible  to  our  fellow-citizens;  and,  as  the 
leading  principle  in  the  conduct  of  all  politicians 
should  be  a  regard  to  the  public  good,  he  hoped 
for  a  general  concurrence  in  this  sentiment; 
that,  for  his  own  partj  he  wished  the  war  to  be 
felt  as  little  as  possible  in  the  families  and  oc- 
cupations of  the  people.  We  are  not,  said  he, 
to  be  organized  into  a  military  Government. 
However  necessary  some  may  deem  this  war, 
all  will  desire  a  short  one.  Thank  God,  no  Na- 
poleon has  yet  risen  up  amongst  us  to  change 
our  free  institutions  into  a  military  despotism. 
Encourage,  if  you  please,  a  military  spirit,  that 
we  may  be  ready  for  the  national  defence,  when 
necessary ;  but  let  it  be  done  in  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution,  by  means  of  a  well-regidated  mili- 
tia ;  let  your  citizens  and  your  farmers  surren- 
der their  apprentices  and  children  to  be  tridned 
and  instructed  in  military  tactics,  at  stated 
times,  that,  when  arrived  at  the  state  of  man- 
hood, they  may  be  ready  for  their  country's 
service.  But  what  is  here  proposed  ?  To  go 
into  the  workshop  of  the  industrious  mechanic, 
or  into  a  parent's  dwelling,  and  entice  away  by 
the  lure  of  money  and  military  glory,  the  ap- 
prentice and  the  child.  No  matter  what  moneys 
may  have  been  expended  in  his  education,  or  how 
great  has  been  parental  exertion  to  advance  the 
future  prospects  of  the  child,  any  recruiting  of- 
ficer, or  even  a  common  soldier,  profligate  in 
his  principles,  and  inured  to  vicious  habits,  is  by 
this  bill  encouraged  to  seduce  him  from  his 
duty. 

Mr.  Tkoxtp  said  the  objections  to  this  provi- 
sion were  lame  in  their  nature ;  he  only  wished 
they  were  half  as  sound  as  they  were  novel.  It 
was  the  result  of  the  experience  of  men  older 
than  themselves  in  military  concerns,  that  this 
very  description  of  population,  between  eighteen 
and  twenty-one,  constituted  the  strength  and 
vigor  of  every  war.  What  was  the  fact  as  r^ 
spected  France?  So  just  was  this  principle  in 
the  contemplation  of  France,  that  her  whole 
army  is  made  up  of  these  young  men ;  and  yet 
an  attempt  is  made  to  deter  us  from  using  them 
by  a  flimsy  pretext,  that  to  employ  them  would 
be  violating  the  obligations  of  a  contract  and 
the  principles  of  morality.  If  our  feelings  and 
sympathies  be  suffef^  to  influence  us  in  favor 
of  the  individual  who  voluntarily  enlists,  the  rea- 
sons are  much  stronger  in  favor  of  discharging 
one-half  of  those  already  in  your  ranks,  than 
the  description  just  spoken  of.  There  is  scarce- 
ly any  man  over  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
between  whom  and  other  individuals  there  is  not 
some  strong  obligatory  moral  tie,  which  we 
ought  not  to  sever  if  we  could  conveniently 
avoid  it.  Look  at  the  case  of  a  husband  desert- 
ing his  wife  and  children,  or  of  a  man.  above 
twenty-one,  deserting  his  aged  parent,  depend- 
ent on  him  for  subsistence.  Are  not  these 
cases  equally  strong  ?  The  doctrine  of  the  gentle- 
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men,  whether  on  the  score  of  morality  or  expe- 
diency, will  apply  to  cases  above  as  well  as  oe- 
low  the  age  of  twenty-one. 
Mr.  Gold  premised,  that  he  did  not  rise  to 

.  enter  into  the  general  policy  of  the  war ;  nor 
could  he  deny  it  to  be  the  duty  of  those  who 
have  declared  the  war^  to  provide  an  army  to 
carry  it  on.  But  he  added,  it  is  better  for  the 
army  to  be  augmented  by  very  liberal  bounties 
and  wages,  than  that  important  principles 
should  be  violated  and  an  inroad  made  upon  the 
great  relations  and  interests  of  society.  Are 
gentlemen  aware  how  extensive  is  the  province 
of  master  and  apprentice?  How  wide-spread 
the  relation  in  the  community?    A  sensation 

*  wiU  be  produced  which  gentlemen  seem  not  to 
have  anticipated.  The  respective  States  have, 
with  studious  care,  legislated  upon  and  regula- 
ted the  various  duties  and  obligations  of  masters 
and  apprentices.    Under  those  laws,  a  dear  ob- 

Sation  is  created  upon  the  apprentice  to  serve 
[  of  age ;  and  in  some  States,  to  compensate 
for  absence  or  desertion  during  the  stipulated 
apprenticeship ;  for  a  faithful  performance,  the 
parent  or  guardian  becomes  responsible;  and 
for  non- performance,  liable  for  damages  to  the 
master.  Can  the  authors  of  this  bill  imagine 
that  those  solemn  obligations  contained  lu  in- 
dentures of  apprenticeship,  will  dissolve  and 
vanish  under  the  charm  of  the  bill?  Can  the 
fundamental  principles  of  the  cx>nstitution,  ren- 
dering contracts  sacred,  be  thus  uprooted  and 
destroyed  ?  Can  this  bill  deprive  the  master  of 
his  action,  secured  to  him  by  the  laws  of  the 
State,  against  the  master  or  guardian  for  absence 
or  desertion  of  the  apprentice  ?  Here  is  a  most 
serious  bearing  upon  the  laws  of  the  States,  reg- 
ulating this  important  relation.  But  gentlemen 
allege  necemty ;  the  army  must  be  filled  up ; 
officers  are  imposed  on  by  fraudulent  minors^ 
who  receive  the  bounty,  and  then  claim  a  re- 
lease upon  the  plea  of  non-age.  In  answer,  let 
gentlemen  beware  how  they  yield  to  this  fan- 
cied plea  of  necessity.  All  history  attests  the 
danger  of  yielding  essential  principles  to  State 
necessities;    to   temporary  pressure  and  im- 

Sulses ;  such  precedents  become  infinitely  mis- 
cievous  in  society,  l^o  fancied  benefit  can  com- 
pensate for  the  evU  of  such  examples.  How  easy 
is  it  to  remove  much  of  the  complaints  by  pro- 
viding that  the  minor,  who  shall  impose  upon 
the  recruiting  officer,  shall  refund  tlie  bounty 
he  received  before  he  shall  receive  his  discharge. 
Such  a  provision  would  be  just,  and  not  violate 
general  principles. 

Mr.  LiTTLB. — ^In  removing  one  evil,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, let  us  beware  that  we  do  not  substitute  a 
greater.  The  object  of  the  section  proposed  to 
be  stricken  out  of  the  bill  on  your  table,  and  now 
under  consideration,  is  to  fill  np  the  ranks  of 
your  army.  From  every  attention  I  have  been 
able  to  bestow  on  this  subject,  which,  permit 
me  to  say,  I  am  anxiously  desirous,  as  much  so,  I 
trust,  as  any  gentleman  in  this  committee,  to 
see  realized,  will,  if  returned  in  its  present  shape, 
in  my  humble  opinion,  be  productive  of  much 


evil,  and  perhaps  of  little  good.  Yon  receive 
into  the  army,  by  voluntary  enlistment,  that 
description  of  our  fellow-citizens,  at  a  time  of 
life  to  them  the  most  interesting  and  auspi- 
cious as  respects  their  future  pursuits  and  wel- 
fare. I  have  always  been  given  to  understand 
tiiat  the  camp  is  but  illy  calculated  in  those 
stations  which  they  only  can  fill  in  the  army, 
either  to  improve  their  understandings  or  per- 
fect them  in  such  habits  as  are  calculated  to  ac- 
quire a  respectable  subsistence,  or  fit  them  for 
the  domestic  duties  of  their  future  Uvea  In  the 
course  of  nature,  they,  it  may  be  truly  said, 
constitute  the  future  strength  and  glory  of  every 
countrv.  The  laws  of  this  land  render  every 
act  of  theirs  illegitimate.  Abstract  from  the  con- 
sideration of  a  soldier,  for  which  they  are  only 
rendered  fit  from  their  corporeal  powers,  every- 
thing with  them  is  premature ;  if  forced  into 
existence,  like  the  flower  or  fruit  unseasonably 
riused  in  a  hot-bed,  wears  the  external  qoalitieB^ 
but,  in  fragrance  and  taste,  is  unnatural  and  in- 
sipid. 

Sir,  have  we  not  some  reason  to  doubt  the 
constitutionality  of  this  section.  In  its  opera- 
tion, it  evidenUy  wiU  vitiate  contracts^  which 
ought  always  to  be  held  sacred,  solemidy  and 
voluntarily  entered  into  by  the  parent  or  guar- 
dian with  the  matter  of  an  apprentice,  recipro- 
cally beneficial,  founded  on  the  most  laudable 
and  praiseworthy  principles,  on  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  which  materially  depends  the  fa- 
ture  welfare  of  the  youth,  to  which  I  believe 
may  reasonably  be  added  the  comforts  and  good 
order  of  society.  Do  we  not  know,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that,  at  that  period  of  their  lives  and  ser- 
vitude, in  which  you  make  tbem  liable,  if  this 
section  is  retcuned,  to  be  drawn  from  the  service 
of  their  masters,  that  then,  and  only  then,  are 
they  enabled  and  become  qualified  to  make  some 
remuneration  for  the  pains  and  attention  paid 
to  their  improvement  and  instruction  by  the 
worthy  and  industrious  mechanic  or  manufac- 
turer ;  and  will  you,  by  this  unpropitions  act 
endanger  the  future  happiness  of  the  former,  and 
withhold  that  just  reward  due  to  the  industry  <^ 
the  latter  ?  You  annihilate  this  contract^  whidi 
ought  to  be  held,  if  possible,  inviolate  by  the 
Government.  Every  principle  of  justice  and 
sound  policy  dictates  \\&  rigid  fulfilment.  Are 
we  not  aware,  sir,  of  the  immense  sums  now  in- 
vested and  actively  employed  in  the  difiTerent 
manufactories  distributed  over  our  exten»ve 
country  ?  Do  we  not  know  that  the  manual  la- 
bor of  them  is  conducted  principally  by  sodi 
who  now  are,  or  will  in  time,  come  within  the 
provision  of  this  section  of  your  bill?  Have  this 
Government,  and  the  people  of  this  countrv,  no 
interest  in  the  prosperity  of  these  manufacto- 
ries ?  I  have  been  always  taught,  and  for  one 
do  religiously  believe,  on  their  materials  virtual- 
ly depends  the  completion  of  our  independence 
as  a  nation.  Let  me  entreat  you  to  reflect  be- 
fore you  hazard  this  dangerous  experiment, 
lest,  in  the  adoption  of  this  hitherto  novel 
prindple^  and  in  its  operation,  you  may  en- 
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danger  the  safety,  or,  at  least,  the  prosperity 
of  oar  Republic,  by  giving  its  manufactories  a 
vital  stab. 

Sundry  other  amendments  were  proposed  in 
the  committee,  after  the  bill  was  reported  to 
the  House,  and  negatived.  The  bill  was  then 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 


Satubdat,  November  21. 
Pay  of  the  Army, 

An  engrossed  bill  ^^  concerning  the  pay  of  the 
non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  privates, 
and  others  of  the  Army,  and  for  other  purposes,^' 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  QuiNOY. — ^Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  sensible  that 
I  owe  an  apology  for  addressing  you  at  so  early 
a  period  of  the  session,  and  so  soon  after  taking 
my  seat,  if  not  to  the  House  at  least  to  my  par- 
ticular constituents.  It  is  well  known  to  them, 
at  least  to  very  many  of  them,  for  I  have  taken 
no  pains  to  conceal  the  intention,  that  I  came 
to  ^is  session  of  Congress  with  a  settled  deter- 
mination to  take  no  part  in  the  deliberation  of 
the  House.  I  had  adopted  this  resolution,  not 
so  much  from  a  sense  of  self-respect,  as  of  public 
duty.  Seven  years'  experience  in  the  business  of 
this  House,  has  convinced  me  that  from  this  side 
of  the  House  all  argument  is  hopeless ;  that  what- 
ever a  minority  has  determined  to  do,  it  will  do 
in  spite  of  any  moral  suggestion,  or  any  illus- 
tration made  in  this  quarter.  Whether  it  be 
from  the  nature  of  man,  or  whether  it  be  from 
the  particular  provisions  of  our  constitution,  I 
know  not,  but  the  experience  of  my  political 
life  has  perfectly  convinced  me  of  this  fact,  that 
Uie  will  of  the  Cabinet  is  the  law  of  the  land. 
Under  these  impressiohs,  I  have  felt  it  my  duty 
not  to  deceive  my  constituents ;  and  had,  there- 
fore, resolved  by  no  act  or  expression  of  mine, 
in  any  way,  to  countenance  the  belief,  that  any 
representation  I  could  make  on  this  floor  could 
be  useful  to  them,  or  that  I  could  serve  them 
any  farther  than  by  a  silent  vote.  Even  now, 
sir,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  into  this  dis- 
cussion. I  shall  present  you  my  thoughts  rather 
by  way  of  protest  than  of  argument.  And  I 
shall  not  trouble  myself  afterwards  with  any 
cavils  that  may  be  made ;  neither  by  whom,  nor 
in  what  manner. 

I  should  not  have  deviated  from  the  resolu- 
tion of  which  I  have  spoken,  were  it  not  for 
what  appears  to  me  the  atrocity  of  the  principle, 
and  the  magnitude  of  the  mischief  contained  in 
the  provisions  of  this  bill.  When  I  speak  of  the 
principle  as  atrocious,  I  beg  distinctly  to  be  un- 
der8t<K>d  as  not  impeaching  the  motives  of  any 
gentlemen,  or  representing  them  as  advocating 
an  atrocious  principle.  I  speak  only  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  object  presents  itself  to  my 
moral  view. 

It  is  the  principle  contained  in  the  third  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  of  which  I  speak.  That  section 
provides,  that  *'  every  person  above  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  who  shall  be  enlisted  by  any  of- 
ficer, shall  be  held  in  the  service  of  the  United 


States  during  the  period  of  such  enlistment; 
any  thing  in  any  act  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing.^' The  nature  of  this  provision  is  ap- 
parent, its  tendency  is  not  denied.  It  is  to  se- 
duce miuors  of  all  descriptions,  be  they  wards, 
apprentices,  or  children,  from  the  service  of 
t£eir  guardians,  masters,  and  parents.  On  this 
principle,  I  rest  my  objection  to  the  bill.  I 
meddle  not  with  the  nature  of  the  war.  Nor 
is  it  because  I  am  hostile  to  this  war,  both  in 
its  principle  and  its  conduct,  that  I  at  present 
make  any  objection  to  the  provisions  of  the  bill. 
I  say  nothing  against  its  waste  of  public  money. 
If  eight  dollars  a  month  for  the  private  be  not 
enough,  take  sixteen  dollars.  If  that  be  not 
enough  take  twenty.  Economy  is  not  my  dif- 
ficulty. Nor  do  I  l^ink  much  of  that  objection 
of  which  my  honorable  friend  from  Pennsylva- 
nia ^r.  MIlnob)  seemed  to  think  a  great  deal; 
the  liberation  of  debtors  from  thoir  obligations. 
So  far  as  relates  to  the  present  argument,  with- 
out any  objection  from  me,  you  may  take  what 
temptations  you  please,  and  apply /them  to  the 
ordinary  haunts  for  enlistment— clear  the  jails 
•—exhaust  the  brothel — make  a  desert  of  the 
tippling  shop — ^lay  what  snares  you  please  for 
overgrown  vice,  for  lunacy,  which  is  of  full  age, 
and  idiocy  out  of  its  time. 

But  here  stop.  Touch  not  private  right — re- 
gard the  sacred  ties  of  guardian  and  master — 
corrupt  not  our  youth — ^listen  to  the  necessities 
of  our  mechanics  and  manufacturers — ^have 
compassion  for  the  tears  of  parents. 

In  order  to  give  a  clear  view  of  my  subject,  I 
shall  consider  it  under  three  aspects — its  ab- 
surdity— its  inequality — its  immorality. 

In  remarking  on  the  absurdity  of  this  princi- 
ple it  is  necessary  to  recur  to  that  part  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  at 
the  opening  of  the  present  session  of  Congress, 
which  introduced  the  objects  proposed  in  this 
bill  to  the  consideration  of  the  House ;  and  to 
observe  the  strange  and  left-handed  conclusions 
it  contains.  The  paragraph  to  which  I  allude  is 
the  following: 

**  With  a  view  to  that  vigorous  prosecntion  of  tlie 
war,  to  which  our  national  foculties  are  adequate,  the 
attention  of  Congress  will  be  particolarly  drawn  to 
the  insafficioncy  of  existing  provisions  for  filling  np 
the  Militaiy  Establishment  Such  is  the  happy  con- 
dition of  our  country,  arising  from  the  facility  of  sub- 
sistence and  the  high  wages  for  every  species  of  oc- 
cupation, that,  notwithstanding  the  augmented  in- 
ducements provided  at  the  last  session,  a  partial  suc- 
cess only  has  attended  the  recruiting  service.  The 
deficiency  has  been  necessarily  supplied  daring  the 
campaign,  by  other  than  regular  troops,  with  aU  the 
inconveniences  and  expense  incident  to  them.  The 
remedy  lies  in  establiiiiing  more  favorably  for  the 
private  soldier,  the  proportion  between  his  recom- 
pense and  the  term  of  enlistment  And  it  is  a  sub- 
ject which  cannot  too  soon  or  too  seriously  be  taken 
into  consideratioa'* 

Mr.  Speaker — What  a  picture  of  felicity  has 
the  President  of  the  United  States  here  drawn  in 
describing  the  situation  of  the  yeomanry  of  this 
country  I    Their  condition  happy — Bnbsistenoe 
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easy — wages  high — ^full  employ.  To  snch  fa- 
vored beings  what  would  be  the  suggestions  of 
love,  truly  parental  ?  Surely  that  so  much  hap- 
piness should  not  be  put  at  hazard.  That  in- 
nocence should  not  be  tempted  to  scenes  of 
guilt.  That  the  prospering  ploughshare  should 
not  be  exchanged  for  the  sword.  Such  would 
be  the  lessons  of  parental  love.  And  such  -will 
always  be  the  lessons  which  the  President  of  the 
United  States  will  teach  in  such  a  state  of  things, 
whenever  a  father  of  his  copntry  is  at  the  head 
of  the  nation.  Alas !  Mr.  Speaker,  how  dif- 
ferent is  this  Mess^e!  The  burden  of  the 
thought  is,  how  to  decoy  the  happy  yeomen 
from  home,  from  peace,  and  prosperity,  to 
scenes  of  blood — ^how  to  bait  the  man-trap ; 
what  inducements  shall  be  held  forth  to  avarice, 
which  neither  virtue  nor  habit,  nor  wise  influ- 
ences, can  resist.  But  this  is  not  the  whole. 
Our  children  are  to  be  seduced  from  their  pa- 
rents. Apprentices  are  invited  to  abandon  their 
masters.  A  legislative  sanction  is  offered  to 
perfidy  and  treachery.  Bounty  and  wages  to 
filial  disobedience.  Such  are  the  moral  means 
by  which  a  war,  not  of  defence  or  of  necessity, 
but  of  pride  and  ambition,  should  be  prosecuted. 
Fit  means  to  such  an  end. 

The  absurdity  of  this  bill  consists  in  this :  in 
supposing  these  provisions  to  be  the  remedy  for 
the  evil,  of  which  the  President  complains. 
The  difficulty  is,  that  men  cannot  be  enlisted. 
The  remedy  proposed  is,  more  money — and  le- 
gislative liberty  to  corrupt  our  youth.  And  how 
is  this  proved  to  be  a  remedy?  Why  it  has 
been  told  us,  on  the.  other  side  of  the  House, 
that  this  is  the  thing  they  do  in  France.  That 
the  age  between  eighteen  and  twenty-one  is  the 
best  age  to  make  soldiers.  That  it  is  the  most 
favorite  age,  in  Bonaparte's  conscription.  Well, 
sir,  what  then  ?  Are  we  in  France  ?  Is  Napo- 
leon our  king  ?  Or  is  he  the  President  of  the 
United  States  ?  The  style  in  which  this  exam- 
ple has  been  urged  on  the  House,  recalls  to  my' 
recollection  very  strongly  a  caricature  print 
which  was  much  circulated  in  the  early  period 
of  our  Revolutionary  war.  The  picture  repre- 
sented America  as  a  hale  youth,  about  eighteen 
or  twenty-one,  with  a  huge  pur^  in  his  pocket. 
Lord  North,  with  a  pistol  at  his  breast,  was 
saying  "deliver  your  money."  George  the 
Third,  pointing  at  the  young  man,  and,  speaking 
to  Lord  North,  said,  "  I  give  you  that  roan's 
money  for  my  use.'*  Behind  the  whole  group  was 
a  Frenchman  capering,  rubbing  his  hands  for  joy, 
and  ex<5laiming,  "  Be  Gar  I  just  so  in  France  I  " 
Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  no  manner  of  doubt, 
that  the  day  that,  this  act  passes,  and  the  whole 
class  of  our  Northern  youth  is  made  subject  to 
the  bribes  of  your  recruiting  officers,  that  there 
will  be  thousands  of  Frenchmen  in  these  United 
States,  rubbing  their  hands  for  joy,  and  exclaim- 
ing, "Be  Gar !  just  so  in  France."  Sir,  the 
great  mistake  of  this  whole  project  lies  in  this : 
that  French  maxims  are  applied  to  American 
States.  Now  it  ought  never  to  be  lost  sight  of  by 
the  legislators  of  this  oonnoy,  that  the  people 


of  it  are  not  and  never  can  be  Frenchmen — and, 
on  the  contrary,  that  they  are,  and  can  neTer 
be  any  thibg  else  than  freemen. 

The  true  source  of  the  absurdity  of  this  bill, 
is  a  mistake  in  the  nature  of  the  eviL  The 
President  of  the  United  States  tells  us  that  the 
Administration  have  not  sufficient  men  for  their 
armies.  The  reason  is,  he  adds,  the  want  of 
pecuniary  motive.  In  this  lies  the  error.  It  is 
not  pecuniary  motive  that  is  wanting  to  fill  your 
armies.  It  is  moral  motive  in  which  you  are 
deficient.  Sir,  whatever  difference  of  opinion 
may  exist  among  the  happy  and  wise  yeonumry 
of  New  England,  in  relation  to  the  principle  and 
necessity  of  this  war,  there  is  very  little,  or  at 
least  much  less  diversity  of  sentiment,  concern- 
ing the  invasion  of  Canada,  as  a  means  of  prose- 
cuting it.  They  do  not  want  Canada  as  an  ob- 
ject of  ambition ;  they  do  not  want  it  as  an 
object  of  plunder.  They  see  no  imaginable  con- 
nection between  the  conquest  of  that  provinoo 
and  the  attainment  of  those  commercial  rights 
which  were  the  pretended  objects  of  the  war. 
On  the  contrary,  they  see,  and  very  plainly  too, 
that  if  our  Cabinet  be  gratified  in  the  object  of 
its  ambition,  and  Canada  become  a  conquered 
province,  that  an  apology  is  imme<liately  given 
for  extending  and  maintaining  in  that  conntij 
a  large  military  force;  under  pretence  of  pre- 
serving the  conquered  territones — ^really,  with 
a  view  to  overawe  adjoining  States.  With  tbis 
view  of  that  project  the  yeomanry  of  New  Eng^ 
land  want  that  moral  motive  which  will  alone, 
in  that  country,  fill  your  armies  with  men  wor- 
thy enlisting.  They  have  no  desire  to  be 
the  tools  of  the  ambition  of  any  man,  or  any 
set  of  men.  Schemes  and  conquest  have  no 
charms  for  them. 

Abandon  your  projects  of  invasion ;  throw 
your  shield  over  the  seaboard  and  the  frontier; 
awe  into  silence  the  Indians  in  your  territory ; 
fortify  your  cities ;  take  the  shackles  from  yonr 
commerce ;  give  us  ships  and  seamen ;  and  show 
the  people  of  that  country  a  wise  object  of  war- 
fare ;  and  there  will  be  no  want  of  men,  money, 
or  spirit. 

I  proceed  to  my  second  objection,  whicb  was 
to  the  inequality  of  the  operation  of  the  provi- 
sions of  this  bill.  It  is  never  to  be  forgotten^  in 
the  conduct  of  the  Government  of  these  United 
States,  that  it  is  a  political  association  of  inde- 
pendent sovereignties,  greatly  differing  in  respect 
of  wealth,  resource,  enterprise,  extent  of  terri- 
tory, and  preparation  of  arms.  It  ought,  also, 
never  to  be  forgotten,  that  the  proportion  of 
physical  force  which  nature  has  givdn  does  not 
lie  within  precisely  the  same  line  of  division 
with  the  proportion  of  political  infiuence  whidi 
the  constitution  has  provided.  Now,  sir,  wise 
men,  conducting  a  political  association  thus  con- 
structed, ought  always  to  have  mainly  in  view^, 
not  to  disgust  any  of  the  great  sections  of  tbe 
country,  either  in  regard  to  their  interests,  their 
habits,  or  their  prejudices.  Particularly  ought 
they  to  be  <»utious  not  to  burden  any  of  tbe 
great  sections  in  a  way  pecnliarly  odious  to  thenti. 
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and  in  which  the  residue  of  the  States  cannot 
be  partakers,  or  at  least  only  in  a  verj  small  de- 
gree. I  think  this  principle  of  political  action 
is  incontrovertible.  Now,  sir,  of  all  the  distinc- 
tions which  exist  in  these  United  States,  that 
■which  results  from  the  character  of  the  labor  in 
different  parts  of  the  country,  is  the  most  obvi- 
ons  and  critical.  In  the  Southern  States,  all 
the  laborious  industry  of  the  country  is  con- 
ducted by  slaves ;  in  the  Northern  States  it  is 
conducted  by  the  yeomanry,  their^  apprentices, 
or  children.  The  truth  is,  that  the  only  real 
property,  in  the  labor  of  others,  which  exists  in 
the  Northern  States,  is  that  which  is  possessed 
in  that  of  minors — ^the  very  class  of  which,  at 
its  most  valuable  period,  this  law  proposes  to 
divest  them.  The  planter  of  the  South  can 
look  round  upon  his  fifty,  his  hundred,  and  his 
thousand  of  hitman  beings,  and  say,  These  are 
my  property.  The  farmer  of  the  North  has 
only  one  or  two  ewe  lambs — ^his  children— of 
which  he  can  say,  and  say  with  pride,  like  the 
Roman  matron,  ^^  These  are  my  ornaments.'' 
Yet  theses  this  bill  proposes  to  take  from  him, 
or  (what  is  the  same  thing)  proposes  to  corrupt 
them — to  bribe  them  out  of  his  service;  and 
that,  too,  at  the  very  age  when  the  desire  of 
freedom  is  the  most  active,  and  the  splendor  of 
&lse  glory  the  most  enticing.  Tet,  your  slaves 
are  safe ;  there  is  no  project  for  their  manumis- 
sion in  the  bill.  The  husbandman  of  the  North, 
the  mechanic,  the  manufacturer,  shall  have  the 
property  he  holds  in  the  minors  subject  to  him 
put  to  hazard.  Your  property  in  the  labor  of 
others  is  safe.  Where  is  the  justice — ^where  the 
equality — of  such  a  provision  ? 

It  is  very  well  known  in  our  country — ^indeed 
it  is  obvious,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  thing 
— that  the  exact  period  of  life  at  which  the 
temptation  of  this  law  begins  to  operate  upon 
the  minor,  is  the  moment  when  his  services  be- 
gin to  be  the  most  useful  to  the  parent  or  master. 
Until  the  age  of  18,  the  boy  has  hardly  paid  to 
the  parent  or  master  the  cost  of  his  clothing  and 
education.  Between  the  age  of  18  and  20,  is 
just  the  period  of  profit  to  the  father  and 
master.  It  is  also  the  period  at  which,  from  the 
approximation  towards  manhood,  service  begins 
to  grow  irksome,  and  the  desire  of  liberty  pow- 
erful. The  passions  are  then,  also,  in  their  most 
nngoverned  sway ;  and  the  judgment,  not  yet 
ripe,  can  easily  be  infatuated  and  corrupted  by 
the  vain  dreams  of  military  glory.  At  this 
period,  your  law  appears  with  its  instruments  of 
seduction.  It  offers  freedom  to  the  minor's  de- 
sire of  liberty — ^plunder  to  his  avarice — glory  to 
his  weakness.  In  short,  it  offers  bounty  and 
wages  for  disobedience  to  his  natural  or  social 
obligations.  This  is  a  true  view  of  this  law. 
That  it  will  have  that  full  operation  which  its 
advocates  hope  and  expect — that  it  will  fill 
your  armies  with  runaways  from  their  masters 
and  fathers — I  do  not  believe ;  but,  that  it  will 
have  a  very  great  operation,  I  know.  The 
temptation  to  some  of  our  youth  will  be  irresist- 


ible.     With  my  consent,  they  shall  never  be 
exposed  to  it. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  hope  what  I  am  now  abont  to 
say  will  not  be  construed  into  a  threat.  It  is 
not  uttered  in  that  spirit ;  but  only  to  evince 
the  strength  of  my  convictions  concerning  the 
effect  of  the  provisions  of  this  law  on  the 
hopes  of  New  England,  particularly  of  Massa- 
cliusetts.  But  pass  it,  and  if  the  Legislatures 
of  the  injured  States  do  not  come  down  upon 
your  recruiting  oflBcers  with  the  old  laws 
against  kidnapping  and  man-stealing,  they  are 
fflJse  to  themselves,  their  posterity,  and  their 
country. 

Mr.  FisK  expressed  thQ  astonishment  he  felt 
at  the  observation  which  had  fallen  from  the 
gcjntleman  last  up.  He  certainly  agreed  with 
the  gentleman  in  one  thing :  that  those  who 
are  in  pursuit  of  a  favorite  object  frequently 
overleap  the  bounds  of  reason  and  decorum  in 
support  of  it.  Now,  it  had  been  a  favorite  ob- 
ject with  that  gentleman  to  shield  the  British 
Government  from  blame ;  and  it  was  an  object 
which  he  certainly  pursued  with  the  greatest 
ardor  and  anxiety.  In  the  address  of  that 
gentleman's  political  friends,  in  Congress,  to 
their  constituents,  subsequent  to  the  declaration 
of  war,  it  had  been  deceptively  said,  that  a  dis- 
position existed  in  the  British  Government  to 
make  an  arrangement  on  the  subject  of  impress- 
ment Now,  sir,  that  the  ground  is  taken  from 
under  them,  we  hear  that  the  object  of  the  war 
is  an  unrighteous  one,  and  we  are  guilty  of 
waging  it.  Is  it  indeed  guilty  to  defend  our 
country  ?  said  Mr.  F.  The  gentleman  would 
overawe  the  Indians.  Sir,  the  most  innocent 
party  in  the  war  against  ns  is  the  savage  him- 
self. How  comes  he  in  the  ranks  against  us, 
with  his  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife  ?  Why 
is  he  impelled  to  shed  our  blood  ?  Why  has 
the  gentleman  shielded  British  instigation  of 
their  outrages? 

Again,  sir,  has  the  gentleman  no  feeling  for 
the  sufferings,  no  ear  for  the  groans  of  our 
suffering  seamen?  Has  he  no  sympathy  for 
those  relations  of  life,  from  which  the  seamen 
is  torn  away,  and  for  that  moral  sentiment 
which  is  violated  in  that  outrage — ^and  are  we 
guilty  because  we  seek  to  shield  our  citizens 
from  it?  Are  we  guilty  becanse  we  resist  the 
British  scalping  knife  ?  Recall  the  year  '98  to 
your  recollection,  sir,  and  the  pompous  display 
of  energy*  at  that  day^  and  the  armies  raised — 
to 'fight  whom? — a  few  miserable  Frenchmen 
whom  they  could  catch  at  sea.  War  was  then 
a  mere  amusement.  Why,  that  we  are  now  at 
war  with  the  nation  who  has  been  seizing  our 
property,  capturing  our  citizens,  and  carrying 
them  into  slavery — why  are  our  means  for  car- 
rying on  war  to  be  limited  ? 

As  to  the  provision  of  this  bill  so  much  ob- 
jected to,  was  it  esteemed  such  a  violation  of 
all  right  and  principle  in  the  commencement  of 
the  Kevolution  to  take  children  of  sixteen 
years  of  age  from  their  parents  ?    That  was  a 
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period  whea  the  jouth  of  the  country  were  in- 
vited to  the  field.  I  was  one  who  accepted  the 
invitation,  and  I  have  never  regretted  it  But, 
says  the  gentleman,  will  you  take  the  child  from 
the  parent?  8ir,  which  excites  the  most  tears 
— ^a  child  leaving  his  parent  to  defend  his  coun- 
try, or  a  parent  torn  from  his  family  and  his 
country  to  fight  for  a  foreign  power?  The 
truth  is,  that  most  of  those  who  ohject  to  this 
bill  would  destroy  all  the  means  of  carrying  on 
the  war,  if  they  could.  It  was  not  thought  im- 
moral in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  to  take 
youths  of  this  age,  nor  were  they  the  least  effi- 
cient part  of  our  army. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  said,  if  it  was  possible 
for  him  to  keep  down  those  feelinss  of  indigna- 
tion which  pressed  upon  his  mind,  in  what  he 
had  now  to  offer,  he  would  speak  with  due 
respect  to  the  orders  of  the  House,  and  not  in- 
fringe its  privileges.  He  wished,  indeed,  he 
had  not  occasion  to  speak ;  but,  sir,  said  he,  it 
is  my  misfortune  to  be  the  Chairman  of  the 
Military  Committee,  more,  Mr.  Speaker,  by 
your  partiality  than  by  any  merit  of  mine.  I 
am  compelled  to  rise.  I  have  been  stigmatized 
by  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Quinot)  as  the  introducer 
into  this  House  of  an  atrocious  principle.  If 
such  language  comports  with  our  rules  of  order, 
I  must  submit^  seeing  it  is  uttered  where  he  is 
protected ;  but,  sir,  I  must  pronounce  it  a  libel 
on  myself,  and  throw  it  back  on  him  who  ut- 
tered it,  as  a  foul,  atrocious  libel  on  the  com- 
mittee. Sir,  I  came  here  not  disposed  to  use 
such  language ;  nothing  bat  extreme  injury 
should  extort  it  from  me.  I  wish  tljat  the  gen- 
tleman had  kept  the  resolve  he  informed  us  he 
had  formed ;  as  he  could  not  do  so,  I  would 
that  he  had  been  good  enough  to  spare  ine 
from  the  acrimony  of  his  remarks.  Atrocity  1 
The  advocate  of  an  atrocious  principle  1  Let 
the  gentleman  recur  to  those  who  originated 
this  principle ;  let  him  go  back  to  the  day  of  the 
Revolution,  and  damn  the  memory  of  the  pa- 
triots of  those  times,  the  fruit  of  whose  labors 
he  so  ill  deserves  to  eiyoy.  The  provisions  of 
those  days  authorized  the  enlistment  of  all  over 
the  age  of  sixteen  years.  Nor  does  the  state- 
ment which  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
made  alter  the  case,  for  if  there  be  an  increase 
of  population  since  the  Revolution,  there  ap- 
pears to  be  a  correspondent  deterioration  of 
patriotism.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
admits  that  a  necessity  may  exist  to  justify  the 
course  proposed  by  the  bill.  Well,  sir,  was 
there  ever  a  crisis  calling  on  a  people  for  vigor- 
ous exertions  more  awful  than  that  which  im- 
pends over  us  now?  Now,  when  a  vile  spirit 
of  party  has  gone  abroad  and  distracted  the 
Union  ?  Now,  that  the  State  which  the  gentle- 
man represents  is  almost  in  arms  against  us? 
And,  in  such  a  state  of  things  are  we  to  be  told 
that  we  are  espousing  an  atrocious  principle, 
because  we  are  seeking  for  the  means  to  defend 
our  country  ?  The  wSl  of  the  President  is  the 
law  of  tlie  land,  says  the  gentleman.  How 
can  he  expect  his  arguments  to  be  attended  to. 


when  the  first  word  he  utters  after  taking  iii« 
seat  is  to  insult  and  abuse  every  one  opposed 
to  him  in  opinion.  I  beg  your  pardon,  Mr 
Speaker,  I  ask  that  of  the  House,  for  the  lan- 
guage I  am  compelled  to  use ;  but  so  long  as  I 
am  a  man,  so  help  me  God,  when  I  am  told  I 
am  actuated  by  an  atrocious  principle,  I  will 
throw  it  back  in  the  teeth  of  the  assertor  as  an 
atrocious  falsehood.  Look  back  on  the  princi- 
ple adopted  by  the  friends  of  that  gentleman — 
I  wish  I  could  say  who  were  his  friends— I  do 
not  call  the  honest  federalist,  who  is  willing  to 
support  his  country^s  rights,  his  friend — even  in 
England,  the  nation  from  which  he  talks  of  re- 
ceiving his  reli^on  and  morality,  and  I  might 
add,  his  ideas  of  our  rights— even  in  that  coun- 
try they  do  not  prevent  enlistment  of  minors— 
that  is,  they  are  not  discharged  on  the  ground 
of  minority.  I  have  said  before,  sir,  that  we 
had  examples  in  our  own  Government,  drawn 
not  to  be  sure  from  the  purest  times,  but  which 
more  than  covered  the  whole  case.  A  law  was 
passed  in  1798  which  authorized  the  enlistment 
not  only  of  minors  but  every  description  of  per^ 
sons  whom  the  President  of  the  United  States 
thought  proper  to  have  enlbted — ^which  anthor- 
ized  him  to  send  his  recruiting  sei^eants  into 
every  family  and  take  those  who  suited  him 
best.  This  was  the  principle  of  his  friends 
Does  the  gentleman  say  that  it  was  atrocions  in 
1798  to  defend  ourselves  against  the  French  ? 
But  it  has  become  so  now,  seeing  the  defence 
we  seek  is  against  the  English.  The  gentleman 
has  said  we  act  on  an  absurd  principle ;  that  we 
have  mistaken  the  means  of  carrying  on  the  war 
to  effect :  we  want  the  moral  means.  By  this  I 
presume  he  would  be  understood  that  the  peo- 
ple are  opposed  to  the  war,  particularly  to  our 
land  operations.  There  seems  then  to  be  no 
moral  objection  to  the  war  on  the  ocean.  And, 
sir,  if  it  be  not  immoral  to  support  the  war  on 
the  ocean,  on  what  possible  prindple  can  it  be 
immoral,  in  the  same  cause,  to  support  it  on  the 
land?  The  war  on  both  elements  is  for  the 
same  object ;  not  as  the  gentleman  says,  to  rob 
and  plunder  in  Canada,  but,  according  to  the 
motto  of  the  gallant  Captain  Porter,  for  ^^  free 
trade  and  sailors'  rights.'' 

Mr.  Pitkin  remarked  that  the  power  given 
to  a  recruiting  officer  to  enlist  minors  was  a 
new  principle.  It  had  not  been  acted  upon 
before,  or  since  the  Revolution — ^thb  is  a  new 
mode  of  raising  an  army ;  were  gentlemen  pre- 
pared to  adopt  this  new  principle  ?  Although 
by  the  resolves  of  the  Congress  of  1776,  minors 
could  be  enlisted,  yet  apprentices  were  ex- 
empted— and  if  any  were  enlisted,  yet,  on 
proper  application,  they  were  discharged,  un- 
less it  could  be  shown  the  enlistment  was  with 
the  consent  of  their  masters  or  goardians.  By 
the  law  of  '98,  the  Preudent  certainly  could 
direct  relative  to  the  age  and  size  of  a  recruit 
—yet  to  whom  did  he  apply  ?  Not  to  appren- 
.  tices — ^not  to  wards — and  Uien  if  an  oflicer  en- 
listed an  apprentice  without  the  consent  of  his 
master,  he  could  be  taken  away  fit>m  him  by 
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the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  and  the  officer  held 
liable  for  damages.  The  eleventh  section  of  the 
law  for  raising  an  additional  military  force  con- 
tained a  similar  provision,  and  it  was  also  neces- 
sary the  consent  of  the  master  or  guardian 
should  he  in  writing. 

Mr.  P.  did  not  intend  to  meddle  at  all  with 
the  policy  of  war — ^he  should  confine  himself  to' 
the  consideration  of  the  most  important  prin- 
ciple contained  in  the  third  section  of  the  bill. 
The  effect  of  this  bill  goes  to  infringe  all  the 
State  laws.  They  all  provide  for  the  relations 
which  exist  between  a  master  and  his  appren- 
tice— a  guardian  and  his  ward ;  if  the  appren- 
tice runs  away  he  can  be  procured  and  brought 
back ;  and  some  of  the  States  provide,  that 
when  the  apprentice  comes  again  into  the  pos- 
session of  his  master,  that  he  shall  serve  not 
only  the  time  lost.,  but  an  extra  time,  to  remu- 
nerate his  master  by  these  services  for  the  losses 
he  has  sustained.  If  you  take  away  his  appren- 
tice you  deprive  him  of  his  property — this  is  a 
loss  to  the  master,  or  he  must  recover  where 
the  services  are  due ;  that  is,  of  the  parent  or 
guardian,  who  are  one  of  the  contracting  par- 
ties to  the  indentures — and  where  is  the  reme- 
dy ?  Will  not  the  officer  be  also  liable  to  the  State 
laws?  Does  not  the  constitution  say,  no  laws 
shall  be  passed  abrogating  contracts?  This 
bill  will  in  its  operation  sanction  the  violation 
of  contracts,  or  it  means  nothing — ^it  sanctions 
the  right  to  take  away  the  property  of  guar- 
dians, parents  or  masters,  without  providing 
any  compensation  for  the  same.  I  repeat,  you 
are  introducing  a  new  principle  in  the  mode  of 
administering  Government.  The  pressure  is 
also  beyond  comparison  unequal  on  the  North- 
em  States.  Do  gentlemen  plead  the  neces- 
sity of  the  case  ?  Does  a  necessity  exist  su- 
perior to  the  laws  ?  Are  we  to  understand  that 
the  saltis  populi  shall  role  without  control  ?  If 
not,  then  wnat  is  meant  by  tiiis  grant  to  take 
the  property  of  your  constituents,  and  leave 
them  no  remedy  for  the  iigury  ?  The  honor- 
able gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has  refer- 
red to  the  practice  of  other  nations.  Great 
Britain  herself  never  incorporated  apprentices 
into  her  armies. 

Mr.  WnjiAMS  admitted  that  apprentices  were 
exempt — ^but  minors  were  not. 

Mr.  PiTsm  agreed  but  even  when  minors  are 
enlisted  without  the  consent  of  their  guardians 
or  masters,  they  can  be  released  by  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus.  I  believe  that,  in  1756,  Great 
Britain  passed  an  act  which  was  designed  to 
extend  to  only  the  colonies ;  it  allowed  indent- 
ed servants  to  be  enlisted  into  the  army — but 
this  act  made  provision  for  the  master,  if  the 
compensation  was  claimed  within  so  many 
months  after  enlistment,  and  the  necessary  facts 
were  proved  before  any  two  justices  of  the 
peace.  Whether  this  act  was  ever  carried  into 
effect  I  do  not  know — ^but  I  do  know  that  com- 
pensation was  provided  for  the  property  taken 
from  the  master  in  the  person  of  his  servant 

Mr.  Tsoup.—If  a  stranger  in  the  gallery  had 


listened  to  the  member  from  Massachusetts^  he 
would  have  supposed  that  the  provision  of  the 
bill  against  which  the  gentleman^s  anathemas 
were  most  vehemently  levelled,  authorized  the 
recruiting  sergeant  to  enter  the  house  of  the 
citizen,  drag  from  it  the  young  man,  and  trans- 
port him,  loaded  with  chains,  (as  is  said  to  be 
the  practice  of  one  nation  of  Europe,)  to  the 
armies.  Who  would  have  supposed  that  the 
provisions  merely  authorized  the  recruiting 
sergeant  to  accept  the  voluntary  service  of  the 
young  man,  between  eighteen  and  twenty-one? 
The  service  due  to  the  country,  prior  in  point 
of  time,  paramount  in  obligation,  must  yield, 
says  the  gentleman,  to  the  service  due  to  the 
master,  the  parent,  or  the  guardian.  If,  sir, 
in  the  days  of  Bome^s  greatness,  if  in  the  proud 
days  of  Grecian  glory,  the  man  could  have  been 
found  base  and  hardy  enough  to  withhold  the 
yotmg  men  from  the  public  service,  to  turn 
them  from  the  patli  of  honor,  or  to  restrain 
them  from  the  field  of  fame,  he  would  have 
been  hurled  from  the  Tarpeian  Bock  or  con- 
signed to  the  Cave  of  Trophonius.  The  ybung 
man  is  preferred  here,  not  because  he  is  pre- 
ferred in  France,  but  because  his  physical  con- 
stitution and  his  moral  temperament  peculiarly 
qualify  him  for  the  arduous  duties  of  the  field  and 
camp;  bodOy  vigor  and  activity,  ardor,  enter- 
prise, impetuosity ;  without  family,  and  there- 
fore without  the  cares  which  family  involve. 
No  wife,  no  helpless  diildren.  Without  care, 
but  for  his  country.  Without  fear,  but  for  her 
dishonor.  He  is  most  eminently  qualified  for 
the  duties  of  the  camp  and  the  field ;  all  ex- 
perience has  proved  it. 

Mr.  Maoon  said  it  appeared  the  House  was 
now  in  a  situation  in  which  it  had  frequently 
been  heretofore ;  that  is,  they  take  up  a  very 
small  subject  and  mi^e  a  very  great  one  of  it. 
The  only  question  for  discussion  appeared  to 
him  to  be,  whether  or  not  they  would  enlist 
into  l^e  Army  young  men  between  the  ages  of 
eighteen  and  twenty-one.  He  was  very  sorry 
that,  at  this  early  period  of  the  session,  a  dift- 
Gussion  had  been  introduced  into  the  House, 
which  had  at  all  times  better  be  let  alone,  that 
of  foreign  influence.  He  did  not  mean  to  dis- 
cuss it;  but,  if  gentlemen  were  anxious  for  it, 
he  was  perfectly  willing  to  set  aside  a  day  for 
the  consideration  of  the  subject,  and  go  about 
it  methodically.  He  regretted  very  much  that 
the  feature  to  which  he  had  alluded  had  been 
inserted  in  liie  bill;  because  he  had  been  in 
hopes  that,  on  the  question  of  raising  the  pay 
of  the  Army,  they  would,  one'  and  all,  have 
manifested  a  disposition  to  support  the  rights 
of  the  country.  In  l^e  hope  that  they  would 
yet  come  to  an  agreement  on  the  subject ;  that 
they  coidd  give  some  vote  of  unanimity  in  relar 
tion  to  the  war,  he  should  move  for  a  recom- 
mitment of  the  bill,  with  a  view  to  amend  it 
by  striking  out  the  third  section.  It  appeared 
to  him  that,  until  a  man  had  acauired  political 
rights,  he  ought  not  to  be  oallea  on  to  defend 
hu  country.    The  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
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lina  says  the  principle  of  this  section  already 
exists  ia  our  militia  laws.  I  admit  it;  and 
hence,  I  have  always,  when  our  militia  laws 
have  been  under  consideration,  moved  to  strike 
out  "eighteen"  and  insert  "twenty-one."  I 
hope,  if  we  do  not  take  recruits  under  twenty- 
one,  we  will  alter  the  militia  laws  also,  and  let 
the  country  rely  for  its  defence  on  diose  who 
manage  its  concerns.  lie  hoped  the  House 
would  consent  to  recommit  the  bill,  and,  in 
flome  one  vote,  show  something  like  unanimity. 

Mr.  Randolph  rose  to  speak  at  the  same 
moment  with  Mr.  Maoon,  but,  being  first  seen 
by  the  Spkakeb,  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  R.  said  that  he  was  extremely  happy,  as 
he  did  not  notice  his  friend  from  North  Caro- 
lina, at  the  time  of  his  rising — ^in  which  case 
he  should  certainly  have  given  way  to  him  ac- 
cording to  custom — that  he  had  caught  the 
Speaker's  eye  first.  I  was  about  to  rise,  said 
Mr.  R.,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  similar 
motion ;  and  there  are  considerations  on  which 
it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  dwell,  and  towards 
which  I  will  not  even  hint,  that  render  it  at 
least  as  agreeable  to  me  that  the  motion  for 
recommitment  should  come  from  that  respect- 
able and  weighty  quarter,  rather  than  from  my- 
self. I  shall  vote  for  it  upon  the  same  grounds 
which  would  have  induced  me  ultimately  to 
vote  against  the  bill ;  because  it  contains  pro- 
visions, I  might  say  principles,  unsusceptible  of 
modification,  and,  in  my  judgment,  hostile  to 
all  those  principles  which  I  have  hitherto  en- 
tertained, and  to  which  it  is  impossible  for  me 
to  give  the  sanction  of  my  support.  I  shall 
not  vote  against  the  bill,  for  some  of  the  rea- 
sons urged  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
on  my  right,  (Mr.  Quinot,)  with  more  of  elo- 
quence than  temperance,  and  answered  in  a 
style  not  dissimilar  by  my  worthy  friend  on  my 
left,  (Mr.  Williams.)  They  both  reminded  me 
of  a  stroke  of  perhaps  the  only  comic  poet  this 
country  has  produced : 

"  The  more  they  injured  their  adc, 
The  more  argmnent  they  applied." 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  touched  a 
chord,  which,  he  ought  to  have  known,  was 
that  which  would  insure  the  passage  of  this 
bill;  which  would  excite  a  temper  that  would 
Indispose  the  House  to  listen  to  the  still  small 
voice  of  conscience  and  of  reason.  I,  sir,  shall 
votd  for  the  recommitment  of  this  bill,  and  for 
reasons  which  I  am  almost  ashamed  to  urge ; 
which  I  hope  to  be  excused  for  adducing.  They 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  question  of  impress- 
ment, of  maritime  war,  of  the  invasion  of  Cana- 
da, of  Indian  warfare ;  but,  sir,  they  are  princi- 
ples which,  from  length  of  time,  I  am  sorry  to 
say,  have  grown  so  obsolete,  like  some  of  the 
older  statutes  of  those  countries  of  more  ancient 
date  than  ourselves,  that^  though  I  am  not 
ashamed  of  them,  I  am  almost  ashamed  to  men- 
tion them — they  are  those  professed  by  the  Re- 
publican party  in  the  year  1798,  which  I  had 
the  honor  of  attempting,  at  least,  to  support  in 


those  days — the  principles,  as  reduced  to  record* 
of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  of  our  coimtiy 
in  those  days.    In  truth,  it  has  been  insioiuited, 
if  not  asserted,  with  much  more  of  candor  than 
of  logical  address,  that  the  principles  of  the  bill 
are  those  of  the  former  friends  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  on  my  left,  from  which,  I 
suppose,  that  gentleman  has,  in  some  way  or 
other,  deserted.    This  goes  to  prove,  as  fiu*  as 
the  authority  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont 
and  of  my  worthy  friend  firom  South  Carolina 
has  influence,  that  a  long  course  of  oppoeitiaa 
has  instilled  into  the  gentleman  somediing  of 
the  principles  which  did  not  belong  to  his 
friends  while  in  power ;  that  he  ia  a  deserter 
from  his  party,  and  consequently  that  I  have 
remained  a  faithful  sentinel  at  my  post.     I  did 
not  expect  to  hear  it  said,  sir,  that  this  bill  was 
not  to-  be  opposed  because  a  smilar  bill  had 
been  passed  in  what  used  to  be  called  the  Reign 
of  Terror.    In  other  words,  I  did  not  expect  to 
hear  it  stated  that  the  principles  of  the  Admin- 
istration of  the  predecessor  of  Jefferson,  which, 
I  suppose,  he  would  now  be  as  ready  to  recant 
as  any  man  in  the  nation,  justified  the  bill ;  that 
it  ought  to  be  passed,  because  it  was  fashioned 
in  conformity  to  such  doctrines.     It  is  now,  sir, 
I  think,  some  thirteen  or  fourteen  years  ago, 
since  a  similar  question  was  agitated  on  Uie 
floor  of  this  House,  and  it  was  my  lot  to  be 
compelled  to  sustain  the  same  side  of  the  ques- 
tion which  I  sustain  to-day — for  I  will  not  use 
the  qualified  term,  attempt  to  sustain,  against 
one  of  the  proudest  names  in  this  country — 
against  the  man  who  now  presides,  I  will  not 
say  with  what  splendor  of  abilities,  at  the  head 
of  the  judicial  department  of  our  Government.* 
The  House  will  readily  agree  that,  plain  most 
have  been  that  question  which  could  have  been 
supported  with  such  unequal  odds ;  that  strong 
ftiust  have  been  that  side  of  the  argument  agunst 
such  an  advocate.    It  was  one  of  those  occa- 
sions on  which  the  gentleman  who  then  presid- 
ed in  the  House  declared  ^^  he  never  witnessed 
a  more  unpromising  debate:''  it  was  so— for  it 
was  one  of  those  which  tended  to  put  that  gen- 
tleman and  his  friends  into  the  situation  wbidi 
so  many  of  them — I  will  not  say  all — for  there 
are  some  illustrious  examples  to  the  contrary — 
into  the  situation  which  many  of  them  have 
since  occupied.   It  was  an  assertion  of  the  great 
fundamental  principles    of  our    Government 
against  arbitrary,  high-toned  courtly  notions. 
The  party  then  in  power  had  been  nearly  as 
long  in  office  as  the  party  now  in  power,  and 
looked  at  the  question  pending  before  them, 
with  a  very  different  eye,  while  they  wielded 
the  sceptre,  than  that  with  which  they  look  ai 
the  question  now,  when  the  sceptre  is  applied 
to  their  backs.     I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  fear 
that  the  converse  of  the  proposition  is,  in  a  great 
degree,  true,  and  that  those  prinoiples  which  I 
then  supported,  and  which  were  the  ground  of 
the  revolution  of  political  sentiment  in   1801 
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which  thereafter  ensued,  have  fallen,  as  it  were, 
in  abeyance;  that,  in  fact,  we  have  forgotten 
onr  oracle. 

I  have  said,  on  a  former  occasion,  and  if  I 
were  Philip,  I  would  employ  a  man  to  say  it 
every  day,  tkat  the  people  of  this  country,  if 
ever  they  lose  their  liberties,  will  do  it  by  sac- 
rificing some  great  principle  of  free  government 
to  temporary  passion.  There  are  certain  great 
principles,  which  if  they  be  not  held  inviolate 
at  all  seasons,  our  liberty  is  gone.  If  we  give 
them  up,  it  is  perfectly  immaterial  what  is  the 
character  of  our  Sovereign ;  whether  he  be  King 
or  President,  elective  or  hereditary — ^it  is  per- 
fectly immaterial  what  is  his  character — we 
shall  be  slaves — ^it  is  not  an  elective  government 
which  will  preserve  us. 

But  I  am  afraid  I  have  fallen  somewhat  into 
error,  by  wandering  from  the  course  I  proposed. 
On  l^e  occasion  to  which  I  have  allnded,  I 
maintained  that  the  provision  of  a  bill  then 
pending,  similar  to  that  I  now  object  to,  waa 
arbitrary,  unconstitutional  and  ui\ju8t,  because 
it  was  in  the  nature  of  an  ««  postfaeto  law.  It 
is  of  the  nature  of  an  eospMt  facto  law — it  is 
more — ^it  tenda  to  exalt  liie  military  authority 
over  the  civil — it  is  this  or  it  is  nothing.  If  the 
section  pronounce  an  ambiguous  voice,  to  be 
construed  according  to  expediency,  then  is  there 
so  much  greater  reason  to  recommit  the  bill,  to 
reduce  it  to  some  shape  which  shall  render  it 
intelligible  to  the  meanest  capacity.  It  goes  to 
alter  the  nature  of  a  remedy — to  impair  Sie  ob- 
ligation of  a  contract.  A  man  has  contracted 
a  debt,  and  his  creditors  arrest  him.  He  enlists. 
He  enlists  through  the  grates  of  a  prison,  or 
within  the  limits  of  prison  bounds.  The  con- 
tract  between  this  man  and  the  creditor  is  va- 
ried  by  the  law,  because  the  remedy  of  the 
creditor  is  changed.  Let  us  not  have  a  descant 
on  the  cruelty  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  and 
the  expediency  of  introducing  other  provisions 
on  that  subject.  That  is  not  the  question.  It 
is  on  a  law  for  exempting  a  particular  class  of 
men  from  those  penalties  and  provisions  which 
attach  to  all  other  classes  of  society.  The  mil- 
itary of  all  classes  in  society,  that  class  which 
we  are  about  to  exempt  from  the  general  pro- 
visions attaching  to  other  classes,  is  that  of 
which  the  people  of  this  country  have  been  led 
by  all  our  writers,  by  all  our  authorities,  to  en- 
tertain the  most  watchful  and  justly  founded 
jealousy.  It  is  on  principles  somewhat  analo- 
gous to  these,  or  rather  the  same,  much  better 
enforced,  that  an  opposition  was  maintained  to 
a  law,  not  dissimilar  in  its  provisions  from  this, 
in  the  winter  of  1799-1800. 

In  the  fury  and  tempest  of  his  passion,  my 
friend  from  South  Carolina  seemed  to  overlook, 
what  I  thought  he  would  be  one  of  the  last  to 
forget,  that  we  live  in  a  limited  Government, 
pofiseasing  restricted  powers,  which  we  cannot 
exceed.  Has  the  constitution,  with  the  most 
jealous  scrutiny,  defined  the  privileges  of  a 
member  of  this  House,  not  permitting  us  to  de- 
fine our  own,  and  made  our  principal  privilege 


an  exemption  from  arrest;  and  do  we  clothe 
ourselves  with  a  power  of  exempting  from  ar- 
rest, ad  lihitum^  a  whole  class  of  society— of 
creating  a  privileged  order?  We  are, indeed,  a 
privileged  order,  hut  we  are  privileged  by  the 
constitution.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  whence  he  derives  the  power  of  creat- 
ing a  privileged  order,  and,  shall  this  assump- 
tion of  power  be  attempted  in  favor  of  the  mil- 
itary, of  all  other  classes  ?  In  my  opinion,  sir, 
the  section  to  which  I  have  had  reference  is 
freighted  with  most  fatal  consequences.  I  will 
suppose  a  case.  Suppose  a  man  had  a  writ  serv- 
ed upon  him,  and  he  afterwards  enlists;  that* 
an  escape  warrant  is  taken  out  against  him,  and 
a  contest  ensues  between  the  recruiting  sergeant 
and  the  civil  officer  for  this  man,  and  that  the 
civil  authority  supports  its  officer  by  calling  out 
the  force  at  its  disposal.  What  would  be  the 
upshot?  What  is  it  to  lead  to?  I  need  not 
state  the  consequences.  These  pnnciples,  sir, 
were  urged  thirteen  years  ago ;  they  are  urged 
now,  in  the  same  place,  and  on  the  same  occar 
sion.  I  cannot  consent,  in  deference  to  any 
gentlemen,  however  great  their  zeal,  to  admit 
tiiat  I  merely  urged  them  at  that  time,  from 
party  views,  to  put  down  one  description  of 
persons  in  order  to  get  into  their  warm  berths. 
I  cannot  consent  to  such  an  admission,  and. 
therefore,  cannot  give  my  support  to  any  bUl 
which  contains  such  provisions.  I  have  said 
this  will  be  an  «E  post  facto  law.  It  is  so ;  it 
operates  not  only  after  the  right  has  accrued  to 
the  creditor  to  sue  out  his  writ,  but  after  it  is 
in  a  course  of  execution.  Let  me  put  another 
case.  Suppose  that  Congress  were  to  pass  a 
law  that  every  malefactor  under  the  sentence 
of  death,  who  enlisted  in  the  Army,  should  not 
have  the  sentence  of  the  law  executed  on  his 
body.  Have  you  not  as  good  a  right  to  do  that 
as  to  pass  this  law?  Would  you  consent  to  see 
a  scuffle  at  the  gallows  between  the  civil  author- 
ity and  the  military  for  the  body  of  that  wretch  ? 

I  will  put  another  case,  sir.  A  son,  who  is 
the  only  support  of  a  widowed  and  aged  mo- 
ther, in  some  moment  of  hilarity,  perhaps  of 
intoxication,  led  astray  by  the  phantom  Glory, 
enlists  in  the  army  of  the  United  States.  I 
speak  of  one  who  is  a  minor.  Although  I  know 
that  freemen  of  this  country  cannot  be  proper- 
ty in  the  sense  in  which  a  slave  is  property, 
vet,  I  do  allow  that  the  mother  has  a  property 
m  the  time  of  that  child ;  that  he  is  under  an 
obligation  from  which  no  human  law  can  absolve 
him — an  obligation  imposed  upon  him  by  the 
maternal  throes  that  issued  him  into  life — by  the 
nourishment  drawn  from  the  parent's  breast- 
by  .  Uie  cherishing  hand  which  fostered  him 
through  imbecility  and  infancy.  You  have  not 
a  right  to  take  him — ^I  hope,  then,  sir,  that  no 
question  will  be  made  of  your  power. 

I  put  another  case,  said  Mr.  R.  Although  an 
apprentice  and  a  minor  are  not  property  in  the 
sense  in  which  a  slave  is  property,  there  is  a 
class  of  men,  unluckily,  in  certain  parts  of  our 
country  Qn  Philadelphia,  for  instance— I  mean 
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that  class  called  "  redemptioners,")  who  were 
sold  hut  yesterday  in  the  markets  of  that  city. 
Is  the  gentleman  who  represents  that  district 
(Mr.  Seybbbt)  willing  that  they  shall  absolve 
themselves  from  their  contract  by  enlisting  in 
the  Army?  If  he  is,  I  am.  A  redemptioner 
sold  in  Philadelphia  for  a  term  of  years,  bonght 
in  the  market  as  fairly  as  any  other  commodity 
— (I  say  fairly,  because  bought  with  his  own 
consent,  and  as  he  believes,  for  his  own  advan- 
tage)— such  a  person,  if  tempted  to  enlist,  will, 
nnquestionably,  prefer  the  pay  and  emolument 
of  the  soldier  in  your  Army  to  his  present  situ- 
ation. "With  regard  to  apprentices,  I  very  much 
fear,  sir,  that  those  who  enlist  will,  for  the 
greater  part,  be  of  that  deserijption  for  whom 
their  masters  have  advertised  six  cents  reward, 
and  forewarned  all  persons  from  harboring  them. 
I  remember,  when  a  small  boy,  to  have  seen  a 
series  of  prints  by  Hogarth,  called  "The  Pro- 
gress of  Industry  and  Idleness."  The  grada- 
tions were  not  more  regular  than  natural.  The 
one  ends  witli  wealth,  honor,  and  an  eligible 
matrimonial  connection  with  the  daughter  of 
his  master,  with  whom  he  had  been  admitted 
,  into  partnership;  the  other  is  brought  up  by 
the  gibbet.  Their  names  were  Thomas  Idle 
and  William  Goodchild.  I  believe,  sir,  that 
more  of  the  Thomas  Idles  than  of  any  other 
will  enlist  under  this  law,  and  I  sincerely  hope 
they  will ;  for  I  very  much  fear  that  even  Wil- 
liam Goodchild,  after  he  has  gone  through  the 
discipline  of  a  camp  for  €ve  years,  will  be  ut- 
terly unfit  for  any  other  species  of  employment. 
This  is  not  all.  There  are  other  considerations, 
which  I  forbear  to  touch — which^  I  should  have 
supposed,  would  have  brought  themselves  home 
to  the  bosom  of  every  gentleman  in  this  House. 
Personal  indisposition  has  prevented  my  at- 
tendence  in  this  House,  ana  I  did  not  hear  of 
this  bill  until  last  night.  It  was  then  mention- 
ed to  me  by  one  who  is  fast  in  the  old  faith,  and 
has  often  brought  the  House  to  a  recollection 
of  good  old  principles ;  and  I  did  hope  that  they 
would  this  day  have  received  more  strenuous  idd 
from  that  quarter  than  they  have.  I  hope  the 
House  will  refuse  to  pass  the  bill,  if  it  were  only 
to  show  that  there  is  some  one  act  of  the  Admin- 
istration of  1799-1800,  which  the  present  pos- 
sessors of  power  have  not  copied  from  their 
statute  book.  There  remains  only  this,  and  the 
eight  per  cent,  stock  loan— and  we  are  saved 
from  the  latter  only  by  the  infractions  of  that 
law,  which  we  imperiously  reftised  at  the  last 
session  to  repeal.  It  is  the  infractions  of  tins 
law  which  has  poured  money  into  our  coflfers, 
and  saved  us  from  the  disgrace  of  an  eight  per 
cent  loan.  There  is  anouier  part  of  this  bill 
which  strikes  me  as  being  inexpedient;  but,  as 
I  do  not  wish  to  blend  considerations  of  expe- 
diency with  those  of  great  and  vital  principles, 
I  shall  waive  any  thing  on  that  head. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
to  recommit  the  bill,  and  lost.  For  recommit- 
ment 42,  against  it  62. 

The  question  was  then  taken  that  the  said 


bill  do  pass ;  and  resolved  in  the  affirmative^ 
yeas  64,  nays  87. 


Monday,  November  28. 
Proposed  neto  State, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pocstdezteb,  the  Home 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  people  of  Mississippi 
Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  Gov- 
ernment, and  for  the  admission  of  the  same  into 
the  Union. 

Mr.  RiOHABDSON  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bilL 

Thi^  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  PlrKnr, 
principally  on  the  ground  of  the  inexpedioicj' 
on  general  principle^  of  giving  to  a  Territory 
embracing  a  population  of  only  twenty  or  thirty 
thousand  souls,  a  representation  in  the  Senate 
equal  to  that  possessed  by  other  States,  some 
of  which  contained  a  million  of  inhabitants. 
Another  objection  was,  that  the  biU  pr<n>teed 
to  incorporate  within  a  State  the  town  and  cita- 
del of  Mobile,  now  in  possession  of  a  foreign 
power ;  and  thus  make  it  the  duty  of  a  State  to 
expel  from  its  territory  a  force  which  the  Pres- 
ident had  not  thought  fit  to  remove. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Poivdkxtxb, 
who  contended  that  the  population  of  the  Ter- 
ritory was  much  greater  than  was  represented ; 
and  even  if  it  were  not  what  it  is,  that  a  pre- 
cedent was  to  be  found  in  the  incorporation  of 
Ohio  and  of  Louisiana.  He  represented  in  glow- 
ing terms,  the  anxiety  of  the  people  of  the  Ter^ 
ritory  to  be  enabled  to  bear  their  share  of  the 
expense  as  well  as  the  dangers  of  the  present 
war  in  support  of  our  just  rights;  in  which 
cause  they  had  already  employed  twelve  hun- 
dred militia,  which  the  sentleman  could  not  say 
of  the  populous  State  he  represented;  and  if 
that  were  not  enough,  they  were  ready  to  put 
a  bayonet  into  the  hands  of  every  man  in  the 
Territory  capable  of  bearing  arm&  As  to  the 
occupancy  of  Mobile  by  the  Spaniards,  it  was 
not  a  valid  objection ;  but  if  it  were,  he  said  he 
hoped  it  would  soon  be  invalidated ;  he  tnoted 
that  the  spirit  of  the  country  would  aid  the  dis- 
position of  the  Executive  to  repel  every  foreign 
enemy  fh)m  our  territories. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  was 
negatived,  yeas  24. 

After  some  amendment  to  the  bill,  the  com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  it  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Pitkin  renewed  the  motion  to  strike  out 
the  first  section  of  the  bill;  which  was  nega- 
tived by  a  large  migority. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 


TussDAT,  November,  24. 

Mmmippi  Territory. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the 

Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and 

State  Government,  and  fbr  the  admission  of 

such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
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with  the  original  Btates,  was  read  the  third 
time ;  and^  on  the  question  that  the  same  do  pass, 
it  paased  in  the  affirmative— yeas  68,  nays  89. 

Wedihebdat,  November  25. 
CimMtitution  and  Guerriere. 
Mr.  Bassxtt  oommunioated  to  the  House  the 
following  documents: 

Katt  Dkpabtmsiit,  Abv.  21,  1812. 

Sol:  In  order  to  CDaUe  the  committee  to  form  a 
•stiafactoxy  opinion  u  to  the  oompensation  to  be  pro- 
vided for  the  oflScers  and  oiew  of  the  frigate  Consatn- 
tion,  for  the  captore  and  snbteqnent  destmction  of 
the  Britiah  frigate  the  Guerriere,  I  have  the  honor  to 
state  to  you  that  the  Constitation  rated  44,  and 
mooDted  55  gnns ;  that  the  Gnerriere  rated  88  and 
noonted  54  gnna.  The  Gnerriers,  although  entirely 
dismasted,  and  in  other  respects  mnch  crippled,  could 
have  been  brought  into  port  without  incurring  any 
other  risk  than  that  of  recapture ;  but  Captain  Hull 
conceived  that  if  he  had  manned  the  Guerriere  for 
the  puipose  of  sending  her  into  port,  he  would  have 
so  far  reduced  the  crew  of  the  GonstitutioD  that  he 
might  have  subjected  both  vessels  to  capture.  He 
presumed  that,  under  all  drenmstances,  it  would  be 
better  for  him  to  destroy  the  Guerriere,  and  preserFO 
the  force  of  the  Constitution  unimpaired,  and  his 
having  done  so  unquestionably  proceeded  from  the 
most  patriotic  considerations. 

The  Guerriere  was  a  frigate  of  the  first  class  in 
the  British  navy ;  and,  no  doubt,  when  the  engage- 
ment between  &e  Constittttion  and  her  oommenoed, 
she  was  completely  fitted  in  all  respects  for  the  most 
•erious  service.  The  cost  of  such  a  ship,  independ- 
ently of  her  stores,  could  not  have  been  less  than  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  her  stores  were  worth, 
in  aU  probability,  fifty  thousand  dollars  at  least; 
besides,  she  had  on  board  a  number  of  pribee  goods, 
tiie  value  of  which  cannot  be  ascertained;  but  was 
prpbably  equal  to  fifty  thousand  dollars  more.  So 
that  the  whole  vahie  of  the  Gunriere,  her  stores  and 
-  prize  goods,  at  the  time  the  action  commenced,  may 
jiuriy  be  estimated  at  three  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

Had  Captain  Hull  have  incurred  the  risk  before 
mentioned,  and  succeeded  in  gettins  the  Guerriere 
into  port,  the  oflBoers  and  crew  of  me  Constitutioii, 
oomsiderinff  the  Guerriere  as  her  equal,  would  have 
been  entiUed  to  the  whole  of  the  Gueiriere,  her  stoves 
and  prize  goods.  Sooner,  however,  than  run  the 
risk  of  kang  the  Constitution,  he  detennined  to  de- 
stroy the  whole.  The  question  then  arises,  what,  un- 
der &ese  circumstances^  ought  the  officers  and  crew 
to  be  allowedf  For  my  own  part,  I  have  no  heata- 
tion  in  giving  it  as  my  opinion  that  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dousis  would  not  be  too  liberal  a 
proTision,  or  too  great  an  encouragement  for  the  great 
gallantry,  skUl,  and  saorifioe  of  interest  displayed  on 
tfaisoocasion;  andIamperBnadedthat,if  such  a  pro- 
vision were  made,  tiie  dmculties  of  manning  our  fri- 
gates, at  present  experienced,  would  vanish. 

It  may  further  be  remarked,  that  Capti^  Hull, 
while  on  the  cruise,  on  whidi  he  captmwd  and  de- 
stroyed the  Guerriere,  burnt  two  enemy's  vessels, 
vis :  the  brig  Lady  Warren  and  the  brig  Adeora, 
and  obliged  the  enemy  to  bum  the  brig  Dolphin, 
with  a  caigo  of  hemp  and  Russia  good%  and  to  aban^ 
don  an  English  barque  laden  with  timber :  for  no 
Vou  IV.— 88 


part  of  which  have  the  officers  or  crew  of  the  Con- 
stitution received  any  compensation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  serrant^ 

PAUL  HAMILTON. 

Hen.  B.  Basbmbt. 

WiSHnroiow,  ifov.  28,  1812. 

Sib  :  In  oomplisnoe  with  your  request,  I  have  the 
honor  to  state  to  you  that  my  opinion,  as  to  the 
value  of  the  Guerriere,  atthe  time  ihe  action  between 
her  and  the  Constitution  commenced,  is,  that,  ez- 
ckastnAj  of  her  stores  and  prise  goods,  she  was  prob- 
ably worth  two  hundred  tnousaad  dollars ;  and  my 
impresrion  is,  that  her  stores  and  prize  goods  nrast 
have  been  worth  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

I  am  informed  that^  independentiy  of  their  storesy 
the  frigate  President  cost  two  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  dollars ;  that  the  Chesapeake  cost  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thousand  dollars ;  and  that  the  Con- 
gress cost  one  hundred  and  ninet^-^even  thousand 
dollars.  These  vessels  were  certamly  built  on  sood 
terms ;  and  it  is  from  their  cost  that  I  form  my  idea 
as  to  the  probable  value  of  the  Guerriere ;  and  my 
impression  as  to  the  vahie  of  her  stores  and  prise 
soods  is  derived  from  personal  observation  and  in- 
K>rmation  obtained  on  the  occasion  from  different 
persons. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  veiy  reqieotfrdly,  sir,  yoar 
obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  HULL. 

Hon.  BuBWXLL  Babsbit,  Ckairmtm^  ffe. 

ModaJi  and  Frige  Money  ^ 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Babseti,  the  House  n- 
selved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  report  of  the  Naval  Committee  on  the  pro- 
posed vote  of  a  gold  medal  to  Captain  Isaae 
Hull,  late  commander  of  the  frigate  Constita- 
tion, and  silver  medals  to  the  other  oflScers, 
and  a  sum  of-——  thousand  dcdlars,  to  be  distrib* 
uted  as  prize-money  among  the  oflfioers  and 
crew,  as  an  expression  of  the  sense  entertained 
by  this  House  of  their  bravery  and  conduct  iis 
attacking  and  vanquishing  the  British  frigatfr 
Guerriere. 

Mr.  Babsxtt  spoke  in  support  of  the  resolu- 
tioD.  He  stated  the  magnitude  of  the  achieve* 
ment ;  the  amount -of  value  of  the  capture ;  and 
assigned  many  reasons  particularly  in  favor  of 
the  donation  to  the  ofl&cers  and  crew,  on  whom 
collectively  he  proposed  to  bestow  the  smn  of 
$100,000,  and  made  a  motion  to  that  eflTect.  He 
said  the  prize  money  arising  from  the  capture, 
had  not  tiie  public  service  required  the  destmo- 
laon  of  the  Guerriere,  would  have  amounted  to 
much  more ;  and  the  merits  of  these  concerned 
in  the  capture  entitled  them  to  this  remunera- 
tion. He  dilated  on  the  present  low  price  of 
wages  on  board  onr  public  shipsy  and  adverted 
to  the  seaman's  hardships  and  the  seaman's 
risk.  &c. 

Tne  question  on  filling  up  the  blank  with 
^one  hundred  thousand  dollars,"  was  then 
taken,  and  decided  in  the  aflSrmative  —  60 
to  87. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  their  agree- 
ment to  the  resolution. 
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Fbida-t,  November  27. 
A  new  member  to  wit,  from  Georgia^  Wil- 
UAM  Barnett,  returned  to  serve  as  a  member 
of  this  House,  in  the  place  of  Howell  Oobb,  re- 
signed, appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his 
seat  * 

TtmsDAT,  December  1. 
yaturalusation  Laws. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Laoooe,  the  House  resum- 
ed the  consideration  of  the  bill  supplementary 
to  l^e  naturalization  laws. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Laooox,  the  bill  was  amend- 
ed by  addiug  thereto  the  following  additional 
section : 

"  And  he  U  further  enacted,  That  every  naturalized 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  the  Territories  thereof^ 
shall  forfeit  snch  citizenship  on  his  rolnntarily  depart- 
ing from  and  remaining  out  of  the  United  States  for 
and  during  the  term  of  two  years." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitoh,  the  following  other 
section  was  also  incorporated  in  the  bill : 

**Andhe  it  further  enacted^  That  all  persons  who 
shall  have  been  natoralized  subsequent  to  the  18th 
day  of  June  last,  shall  be  entitled  to  aU  the  rights  and 
pnvileges  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  from  the 
date  of  such  naturalization,  any  thing  in  the  declara- 
tion of  war  against  Great  Britain,  or  any  other  aet^  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding." 

Mr.  FtsK  moved  to  strike  out  nine  months, 
the  time  allowed  to  citizens  to  take  the  benefit 
of  our  naturalization  laws,  and  insert  three. 
He  said  he  could  not  see  why  so  long  a  time 
should  be  allowed.  The  longest  time  extended 
to  our  citizens  in  Canada  is  uiirty  days;  and  he 
did  not  see  why  so  much  more  liberality  should 
be  extended  to  their  citizens  here.  He  was  op- 
posed to  their  remaining  here  longer  than  ne- 
cessary, the  more  especially  as  they  employed 
themselves  in  exciting  divisions,  and  fomenting 
the  party  feuds  which  now  agitate  the  country. 

Mr.  LIcook  thought  the  time  proposed  was 
too  short;  that  in  some  districts  mey  could 
scarcely  hear  of  the  law  within  that  time,  and 
«t  any  rate  might  not  be  able  to  meet  with  a 
tribunal,  at  which  to  comply  with  the  requisites 
of  the  naturalization  law,  before  the  expiration 
^  that  period. 

Mr.  FiBK  withdrew  his  motion  for  the  present. 


Thubsday,  December  8. 
Shadbaok  Bond,  returned  to  serve  as  a  dele- 
gate, in  this  House,  for  the  Illinois  Territory, 
appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat 


Satubdat,  December  5. 
Prioateer  Capturee. 
Mr.  McKdc  presented  a  petition  of  Oommo- 
tdore  Joshua  Barney,  on  behalf  of  himself  and 
the  owners,  officers,  and  crews,  of  sundry  pri- 
vate armed  vessels  of  war,  ^^  praying  to  be  con- 
•ddered  as  claimants  to  ail  property  proven  to 
he  enemy's  property,  found  on  board  of  vessels 


sailing  under  the  American  flag,  having  on 
board  British  manufactured  goods,  comlngfrom 
Great  Britiun  to  the  United  States,  and  qb- 
4er  the  protection  of  British  licenses,  whieh 
have  been  captured  by  them,  or  that  they  may 
participate  as  ^informeri  in  the  seinre  and 
condemnation  of  the  said  property  under  the 
nonimportation.'^ — ^Referred  to  the  GommittM 
of  Ways  and  Means. 


Monday,  December  7. 
Another,    member,  to  wit,  from  Tirginit, 
Edwin  Qbat,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat 


TuESDAT,  December  8. 
Another  member,  viz :  from  Yirgima,  Wil- 
liam A.  BuBWBLL,  appeared,  and  took  his  wL 


Wbdnbsday,  December  9. 
Impritonmeni  qf  American  Seamen 

Mr.  Bassett  offered  to  the  House  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Whereas,  It  is  represented,  that  Great  Britun  Ini 
seised  sundry  persons  fighting  under  the  Ataenm 
flag,  laying  chums  to  them  alike  incompatibls  viA 
justice  and  the  rights  of  the  United  States  as  sb  in- 
dependent nation : 

Reeolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  Uj 
before  this  Honse  the  infonnation  he  hu  zecoTed  os 
that  sulject,  and  the  measores  taken  to  redrea  sa 
evil  which  violates  the  rights  and  interests,  snd  ost- 
rages  the  feelings  of  a  free  and  independent  people. 

Mr.  Bassett  stated  that  several  cases  had 
come  to  his  knowledge  in  which  the  Biidah 
naval  oooounanders  had  seized  persons  taken  on 
board  of  American  armed  vessels,  and  ooofiaed 
them,  in  one  instance,  in  irons,  and  in  snoCber 
had  transported  them  to  England  for  trial  It 
was  not  his  intention  now  to  go  into  an  ex- 
amination of  these  cases.  Snch  an  exsmioi- 
tion  was  not  necessary  to  authorize  the 
House  to  call  for  the  information  required.  He 
bad  given  its  present  form  to  the  motion  be  hid 
offered,  because  its  adoption  would  go  to  show 
that  the  councils  of  the  nation  were  not  iodif- 
ferent  to  this  subject.  It  would,  he  traatcd, 
further  enable  the  Executive  to  show  that  it 
never  slumbered  on  any  occasion  in  whidi  the 
rights  of  the  people  were  concerned ;  and  he 
had  no  doubt  the  information  to  be  ceoeiTed 
would  show  it  When  it  was  received,  the 
House  might  take  what  oonrse  it  pleased;  per- 
haps no  legislative  act  would  grow  out  of  it 
But  it  was  proper,  in  any  event,  that  the  Hoosa 
should  be  in  possession  of  information  required. 

Mr.  MiuroB  said  he  had  no  objection  to  Ibe 
call  for  information,  but  he  excepted  to  the 
form  of  the  resolution,  for  two  reasons.  It  wm 
prefaced  by  a  preamble,  .which  was  not  nsoal 
in  such  cases,  which  preamble,  moreover,  as- 
sumed as  fact  circumstances  of  which  the 
House  had  no  official  or  authentio  infurmatioD. 
His  other  objection  was,  that  it  eiq>reaBed  an 
opinion  on  a  point  on  which  he  was  not  mdj 
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to  express  one.     Mr.  M.  said  he  knew  not  the 
extent  of  the  evU  of  which  the  genttenuui  com- 

ELuned.  If  it  was  merely  tfiat  Great  Britain 
ud  claim  to  her  own  sabjeots  fighting  our  bat- 
tles against  her,  he  would  at  least  not  saj  that 
this  was  an  act  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain 
deserving  all  those  severe  epithets  which  the 
gentleman  had  thought  proper  to  attach  to  it 
The  resolution  stated  facts  not  before  the  House, 
and  expressed  an  opinion  on  an  act  the  degree 
of  enormity  of  which  depended  on  the  circum- 
stances respecting  which  it  was  proposed  to  ask 
for  information.  Mr.  M*  wished  that  the  House 
ahould  not  lightly  be  compelled  into  a  discus- 
sion of  this  subject,  and  especially  as  the  gen- 
tleman had  intimated  the  probability  that  no 
legislative  act  was  to  grow  out  of  the  informa- 
tion called  for. 
Mr.  Setbxbt  said,  as  his  oolleagne^s  principal 

Section  to  the  motion  appeared  to  be  a  diffi- 
ty  as  to  facts,  he  hoped  to  nrocore  his  vote 
for  its  adoption  by  stating  at  least  one  which 
bad  come  to  his  knowledge.  I,  said  Mr.  8., 
bad  the  honor  to  have  a  nephew  on  board  the 
ship  Wasp.  He  informed  me  this  morning  that 
after  they  had  been  carried  into  Bermuda,  sev- 
eral of  their  crew  were  taken  and  confined  in 
irons;  that  he  saw  them  in  that  situation;  and 
that  their  crime  was.  having  fought  the  battles 
of  our  country.  What  may  be  my  colleague's 
feelings  on  this  occasion,  1  know  not — I  hope 
they  are  honorable  to  himself  and  the  House — 
for  myself  1  wish  the  subiect  investigated.  Mr. 
8.  concluded  by  expressing  his  hope  that  the 
resolution  would  pass. 

Mr.  Macon  said  he  was  anxious  to  obtain  in- 
formation on  this  subject,  but  doubted  the  pro- 
priety of  the  preamble.  After  the  information 
was  received,  it  would  be  time  enough  to  express 
an  opinion  on  the  subject  He  hi^  no  doubt 
that  we  must  at  last  come  to  the  determination 
to  protect  eveiT  man  that  is  on  board  of  a  ship 
of  the  United  States.  It  is  what  Great  Britain 
herself  does;  and  in  this  respect  we  ought  to 
follow  her  example.  If  these  people  undertake 
to  fight  our  battles,  we  ought  to  protect  them. 
Mr.  M.  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  preamble, 
because  he  did  not  wii^  to  give  reasons  to  the 
departments  of  the  Government  for  any  call  for 
information  the  Honse thought  proper  to  make; 
it  was  enough  that  the  House  should  ask  for  it, 
and  the  President  should  give  or  withhold  it 
The  practice  heretofore  was  against  the  course 
now  pursued. 

Mr.  BioELOw  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
call  for  information,  divested  of  the  preamble 
and  the  opinion  expressed  in  it,  except  tibat  it 
did  not  go  far  enough.  He  proposed  to  amend 
it  by  adding  thereto  the  following  words,  *^  ao- 
eompanied  with  ail  the  evidence  in  his  posses- 
sion, which  will  tend  to  show  whether  such 
ersons  are  American  citizens  or  British  sub- 


Mr.  Bassbtt  said  he  was  indifiEerent  as  to  the 
form,  provided  he  obtained  the  substance ;  he, 
therefore,  should  submit  to  such  modification  as 


the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  should  think 
proper  to  make.  But,  said  Mr.  B.,  as  it  has 
been  said  that  there  is  no  information  before 
the  House,  I  state  that  I  understand,  and  it  is 
my  belief,  that  six  men  of  the  crew  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  brig  Nautilus  were  detained  and 
sent  to  England  for  trial ;  and  that  Commodore 
Ro6gers  had  detained  as  hostages  for  their  safe- 
ty twelve  British  subjects.  I  state  also  to  the 
House  that  I  understand  and  believe  that  six 
seamen  of  another  armed  vessel  have  been  de- 
tained, and  that  General  Pinckney  had  detained 
a  like  number  of  British  subjects.  I  state  ^at 
I  have  received  information  that  the  boatswain 
of  the  Wasp  had  been  put  in  irons  after  she  was 
taken.  These  violations  of  humanity  and  the 
law  of  nations  I  believe  to  require  retaliation. 
When  I  voted  against  a  bill  on  this  subject  (Mr. 
Wbioht^s)  it  was  not  because  I  was  opposed  to 
retahadon.  No,  sir ;  retaliation  in  war  is  often 
mercy — it  puts  an  end  to  those  cruelties  which 
would  otherwise  frequently  disgrace  parties  at 
war,  and  is  indispensable  in  the  conduct  of  hos- 
tilities. 

Mr.  B.  having  withdrawn  his  motion,  it  was 
substituted  by  the  following,  offered  by  Mr. 
Macon: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  reqnested  to  caose  to  be  laid  before  this  Home  any 
infonnation  which  may  be  in  bis  possession  touching 
the  conduct  of  British  officers  toirards  persons  taken 
in  American  armed  ships.* 

Mr.  Randolph  baid  he  trusted  that  the  reso- 
lution now  before  the  House  would  meet  with 
no  objection;  although  against  the  resolution 
as  first  proposed,  he  must  have  voted  for  it,  not- 
withstanding all  the  odium  which  might  have 
attadied  to  such  a  vote.  He  hoped,  he  said, 
that  rigorous  retaliation  would  take  place  if  our 
countrymen  found  in  arms  had  been  treated  as 
criminals  and  not  as  prisoners  of  war.  He 
hoped  we  should  have  ample  atonement  for 
eVery  drop  of  American  blood  which  should  be 
spilt  in  such  manner.  Having  taken  occasion 
to  pay  a  handsome  compliment  to  the  gallantry 
of  our  Navy,  which  was  not  heard  with  sufif- 
cient  distinctness  to  be  reported,  Mr.  B.  con- 
cluded by  hoping  there  would  be  no  objection 
to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  MiLNOB  said  he  thought  it  due  to  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Bassett)  to  state 
that,  owing  to  the  noise  which  prevailed  in 
the  House,  he  had  not  before  heard  the  state- 
ment which  the  gentleman  had  now  been  kind 
enough  to  make.  He  had  heard  of  no  such  case 
as  that  alluded  to  by  his  colleague ;  but  he  trust- 
ed he  had  been  sufiiciently  guarded  not  to  com- 
mit himself  even  to  the  most  invidious  con- 
struction, as  opposed  to  a  proper  investigation 
of  this  subject  To  th^e  present  motion  he  yield- 
ed his  perfect  acquiescence.  Mr.  M.  said  he 
trusted  that  in  any  thing  that  related  to  the 
honor  of  the  country  in  the  contest  in  which  we 
are  now  engaged,  whatever  might  have  been 
his  opinion  of  the  propriety  of  entering  into  it, 
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he  should  not  be  found  more  backward  than 
other  gentlemen  in  anstaining  the  jnst  rights  of 
the  nation. 

Mr.  Shetfbt  said,  if  American  citizens  had 
been  treated  in  the  manner  represented,  he  was 
dearly  of  opinion  that  severe  retaliation  onght 
to  follow.  Bnt  did  gentlemen  pret^id  that  a 
British  subject,  running  away  from  a  British 
vessel,  and  found  on  board  of  one  of  ours,  was 
to  be  considered  as  entitled  to  be.  treated  as  a 
prisoner  of  war  ?  Gould  this  doctrine  be  as- 
serted by  any  gentleman  ?  He  presumed  not 
The  resolution,  as  it  now  stood,  would  not  elicit 
the  facts  material  as  to  this  point.  He,  there- 
fore, moved  to  amend  it,  by  inserting,  after  the 
word  ^*  persons^"  the  words  ^*  other  than  Brit- 
ish subjects.'* 

Mr.  SsyBBRT  said  he  was  happy  to  hear  the 
declaration  last  made  by  his  colleague,  (Mr. 
MiLNOB.)  He  hoped  .the  amendihent  first  offer- 
ed wocQd  be  rejected  with  disdain.  [The 
Bpbaebr  declared  that  such  language  was  not 
proper  in  debate,  the  expression  being  too 
strong,  and  such  as  sometimes  led  to  a  personal 
altercation,  always  to  be  avoided.]  Mr.  8. 
thanked  the  Speaker  for  his  caution;  he  meant 
no  personality ;  but  he  thought  it  did  not  be- 
come this  House  to  debate  whether  the  persons 
in  question  were  British  subjects  or  not,  when 
they  had  been  put  in  irons  for  fighting  the  bat- 
tles of  the  country.  Let  the  proof  rest  on  the 
aggressor  on  national  law  and  the  violator  of 
the  rules  of  war.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
without  hesitation  reject  the  amendment.  I 
may  go  too  far,  said  he,  by  staling  too  much ; 
but  I  will  say  thus  much  without  risk  of  con- 
tradiction :  that  the  boatswain  of  the  Wasp,  a 
warrant  officer  of  the  United  States,  had  been 
twelve  years  within  the  United  States  and  has 
a  wife  and  children  here.  These,  I  hope,  are 
sufficient  characteristics  to  insure  him  our  sup- 
port :  I  will  give  him  mine,  and  have  no  doubt 
the  House  will  do  the  same. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  that  the  proposed  amend- 
ment brought  strongly  to  view  the  impropriety 
of  the  House,  on  the  rude  suggestions  of  any 
member,  committing  itself  hastily  by  a  definite 
determination  which  to-morrow  they  might  be 
disposed  to  retract  He  believed  this  was  one 
of  those  cases  in  which  there  was  no  necessity 
for  haste.  The  House  would  be  as  competent 
to-morrow,  to  decide  on  the  subject  of  the  res- 
olution and  the  proposed  amendment,  a)id  in  a 
manner  to  redound,  at  least,  as  much  to  the 
credit  of  the  House  and  the  national  good,  as 
now.  With  regard  to  his  own  opinions,  if  they 
were  of  any  importance  with  his  worthy  col- 
league, he  would  at  once  say  they  were  on  this 
subject  the  opinions  of  that  man,  from  whom  he 
never  did  dissent  but  upon  one  question,  with- 
out being  wrong — ^that  man  who  was  emphat- 
ically ofdled  for  ^ht  years  our  Oommander- 
in-chief— the  founder  of  this  nation — ^the  author 
of  the  constitution— our  first  President — ^the 
man  who  was  made  for  the  office,  and  the  office 
for  him— the  man  who  discharged  all  its  duties 


so  petfeody,  as  if  it  had  been  only  to  abov  those 
who  oome  after  him  their  inoompetem^.  Mr. 
R.  said  he  would  ask  his  worthy  oo]leagiM»  whit 
he  supposed  would  have  been  the  fate  of  a  O0^ 
tain  Benedict  Arnold,  had  he  been  brought 
alive  to  the  American  camp,  after  his  desertkn 
from  it?  On  that  subject  there  can  be  but  one 
opinion.  On  another  question,  if  his  opiioGD 
was  of  any  value,  he  would  state  it  It  was  not 
a  loose  thought,  taken  upon  the  impulae  of  the 
moment;  but  the  result  of  meditation  and  re- 
flection. As  long  aa  fordgners,  natnrelised  hj 
our  lawfl^  remain  on  our  soil,  he  was  resdy  to 
throw  over  them  the  mantle  of  the  constitatioa 
— ^he  would  protect  them,  as  he  would  proteet 
the  native  citizen,  at  the  hazard  of  the  kit 
shilling  of  the  public  revenue,  and  the  last  drop 
of  the  blood  of  our  people.  But,  when  they 
go  abroad  on  the  hi^  seas ;  when  th^  eoma 
to  this  country  to  acquire  a  neutralitj  if  ehi^ 
acter,  now  indeed  no  louffer  to  be  found  here; 
when  they  come  here  only  to  neutralize  goods 
in  the  Baltac,  at  Heligoland,  in  the  Black  Sea, 
the  White  Sea,  and  the  Red  8^  and  thepeas- 
ing  to  and  fro  on  the  highway  of  nations;  if  it 
please  God,  their  old  master  George  Ihe  Thii^ 
or  Napoleon,  or  Alexander  of  Russia,  should 
la;^  his  hand  on  them,  thev  were  welcome,  Mr.  B. 
said,  for  him.  He  would  not  spend  one  ahiQing, 
one  drop  of  American  blood,  to  redeem  each  s 
man ;  much  lees  would  he  have  retaliation  exe- 
cuted on  subjects  of  the  nation  claiming  him, 
with  whom  we  should  happen  to  come  m  col- 
lision, which  might  have  to  be  expiated  by  the 
native  blood  of  these  States.  I  would  not,  aid 
Mr.  R.,  have  the  New  England  man  or  old  Vir- 
ginian  executed  by  any  despot,  limited  or  unlimitr 
ed  in  authority,  in  order  to  secure  to  ns  the 
worthless  property  in  the  man  who  is  a  Christiia 
in  Ohristendom  and  a  Mussulman  in  Torkej. 
But,  Mr.  R.  asked,  did  not  this  question  assame  i 
different  shape,  when  this  man  was  not  going 
to  and  firo  on  the  high  seas  in  search  of  ploadcr, 
which  he  calls  patriotism,  but,  when  he  isfouid 
in  a  public  ship  of  war  of  the  United  States! 
On  that  subject— for  it  was  a  new  questktt— he 
was  not  prepared  to  decide.  It  was  not,  Mr. 
R.  said,  and  the  House  might  rely  <m  it,  the 
sentiment  of  the  people  ^  these  Statefr-4t 
might  be  of  some  comparatively  small,  aod 
therefore  only  in^gnificant  section  of  the  com- 
munity— ^that  we  should  enter  into  a  oontee- 
tation  with  France  and  Eng^d  for  ^m^pettj'^ 
their  subjects. 

Mr.  R.  here  drew  a  comparison  between  the 
practice  of  harboring  slaves  in  some  of  oor 
Northern  dties,  Phikdelphia  for  instance,  and 
the  countenance  given  in  this  country  to  Eon)- 
pean  emigrants.  As  to  these  foreigners,  ICr. 
R.  said  he  owed  them  nothing.  He  was  sorq 
they  had  ever  found  refhge  here — ^he  wished 
he  had  driven  them  fh>m  our  shores— <Hr  hare 
permitted,  as  we  have  the  merchant^  to  go  oat 
where  they  pleased,  without  attempting  to  pro- 
tect them. 

Mr.  QuoroT  rose,  he  said,  simply  to  ezpnai 
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his  regret,  that  a  debate  in  this  form  and  man- 
ner should  have  arisen.  The  question  which 
had  been  touched,  was  one  which  reauired  all 
the  information  and  light  which  coula  be  shed 
on  it.  The  principles  connected  with  it  were 
so  numerous  and  critical,  that  it  required  all 
the  reflection  of  which  gentlemen  were  capable, 
to  enable  them  to  discuss  and  decide  it  in  a 
proper  manner.  He  rose  also  to  express  his  re- 
gret that  a  motion  for  amendment  should  be 
made  by  a  gentleman  with  whom  he  freqnentlj 
coincided  in  opinion,  which  went  to  exclude 
information  of  the  manner  in  which  officers 
treated  persons  other  than  British  subjects. 
He  could  not  vote  against  receiving  informa- 
tion of  anj  kind— particulariy  on  a  subject  so 
interesting.  Mr.  Q.  was  proceeding  in  his  re- 
marks, when — 

Mr.  Shkffey  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  Bassett  explained  his  ideas  of  expatria- 
tion. He  would  not  protect  the  man  who  had 
]^  the  country  with  an  intention  not  to  return, 
iec^  but  he  would  nrotect  the  man  who  went 
oat  to  fi^t  the  battles  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Randolph  rose  for  the  purpose  of  moving 
an  amendment,  He  adverted  to  the  language 
of  the  resolution,  and  drew  a  distinction  be- 
tween the  character  of  privateers  and  of  our 
public  armed  vessels.  Was  it  competent,  he 
asked,  to  the  Grovernment  to  receive  as  testi- 
mony the  statement  of  the  commander  or  crew 
of  an  American  corsair  ?  It  was  well  known, 
too,  he  rAnarked,  that  the  high  wages  which 
had  been  paid  to  the  crews  of  the  privateers, 
was  one  of  the  reasons  why  the  American 
Navy  was  in  some  degree  unmanned.  And, 
was  it  not  a  different  question,  whether  we 
should  interpose  our  authority  between  the  sub- 
ject of  a  foreign  nation  and  his  Government, 
when  that  subject  is  fighting  your  battles,  bleed- 
iiig  on  the  deck  of  your  public  ship,  at  twelve 
dculars  a  month,  and  when  he  is  aecoyed  into 
a  corsair  by  the  temptation  of  eighty,  fifty,  or 
forty  dollars  a  month?  There  is  a  difference, 
sir,  said  Mr.  R.  I  trust,  said  he,  if  we  receive 
the  information  we  are  about  to  ask,  we  shall 
get  it  from  a  pure  and  authorized  source,  such 
as  no  man  can  question.  I  mean  the  com- 
manders of  our  public  ships  of  war.  Mr.  R. 
concluded  by  moving  to  strike  out  ^'  American,'' 
and  insert  ^^publie^"  so  as  to  read  '^public 
armed  ships." 

Mr.  WiDGBBT  expressed  his  surprise  at  the 
various  expedients  resorted  to,  to  embarrass 
this  question ;  and  hoped  this  would  have  the 
same  fate  as  the  other.  He  said  he  could  tell 
the  gentleman  that  manv  privateers  had  been 
manned  without  a  cent  of  wages.  But^  suppose 
they  had  been  manned  in  other  ways,  were  not 
privateers  as  usefbl  in  annoying  the  enemv  as 
public  ships  f  No  man  that  knew  any  Uiing 
about  mantime  affiedrs  wpuld  deny  it  W  here- 
ever  our  privateers  had  come  across  an  armed 
vessel  of  the  enemy,  of  any  thing  like  equal 
force,  they  had  done  their  duty  like  American 
tars.    We  are  at  war,  Mr.  W.  said,  and  ought 


to  check  the  enemy  wherever  we  come  in  con- 
tact with  them.  He  believed  the  privateering 
carried  on  had  been  of  great  advantage  to  us 
and  injury  to  our  enemy.  As  to  the  objection 
which  had  been  offered  to  receiving  the  state- 
ment of  their  conmianders,  what  were  gentle- 
men afraid  of?  No  disparagement  to  the  com- 
manders of  the  navy,  (for  he  respected  them 
all,)  he  knew  gentlemen  commanding  privateers 
whose  opinions  were  entiUed  to  as  great  respect 
as  that  of  any  other,  and  whose  word  could  not 
be  questioned.  In  relation  to  the  cases  re- 
ferred to  in  the  resolve,  particularly  that  of  the 
boatswain,  Mr.  W.  said  we  were  bound  by 
every  prindple  of  the  law  of  nations  to  support 
him  to  the  last  cent  of  our  money,  more  espe- 
cially as  he  had  a  warrant  under  the  seal  of  the 
United  States.  The  conduct  of  our  enemy  was 
tiie  less  justifiable,  as  she  manned  her  own  ships 
with  people  of  all  nations. 

Mr.  Randolph's  proposed  amendment  was 
negatived  by  a  large  miuority ;  and  the  resolu- 
tion was  agreed  to  without  farther  debate  or 
opposition. 


FniDAT,  December  11. 
Macedonian  and  Frolic 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PlOBIDSNT  OF  THE  UinTED  StATKS: 
To  the  SmaiB  and  Houh  of 

RqrretmtoHves  of  the  United  Btate$ : 

I  tmumitto  Ckmgreas  copies  of  a  letter  to  the  See- 
retaiy  of  the  Navy,  from  Captain  Decatur,  of  the 
frigate  *<  United  States,"  reportiiig  bis  combat  and 
captnro  of  the  British  ftigate  Maoe^nian.  Too  much 
praise  cannot  be  bestowed  on  that  officer  and  his 
companions  on  board,  for  the  consaramate  skill  and 
conspieaoQS  yalor  by  idiich  this  trophy  has  been 
added  to  the  naral  arms  of  the  United  States. 

I  transmit,  also,  a  letter  from  Captain  Jone^  who 
commanded  the  sloop-of-war  Wasp,  reporting  biB  cap- 
tnMofthe  British  doop-of-war,  the  Frolic,  after  a 
close  action,  in  which  other  bnlliant  titles  will  be 
seen  to  the  public  admiration  and  pvaise. 

A  nation  feeling  what  it  owes  to  itself  and  to  Its 
citizens  conld  never  abandon  to  arbitrary  riolenoe  on 
the  ocean,  a  class  of  them  which  gives  such  ezamplet 
of  capacity  and  coorage,  in  defe^ing  their  rights  on 
Ihat  element ;  examples  which  ought  to  impress  on 
the  enemy,  however  hrave  and  powerful,  a  pi«feienc6 
of  justice  and  peace,  to  hostility  affainst  a  oonntiy 
whose  prosperous  career  may  be  aooderated,  bnt  can- 
not be  prevented,  by  the  assaults  made  on  it 

JAMES  MADISOK. 

Washxhoton,  December  11,  1812. 

U.  S.  amp  Uhxtbd  States,  at  bba. 

October  80,  1812. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  on  the 
25th  instant,  being  in  the  latitude  29^  north,  longi- 
tude 29^  80'  west,  we  fell  in  with,  and,  after  an  ac- 
tion of  one  honr  and  a  half,  captured  Bis  Britannio 
Miges^s  ship  Macedonian,  commanded  by  Captain 
John  Carden,  and  mounting  forty-nine  carriage  gnns, 
(the  odd  gun  shifting.)  She  is  a  frigate  of  the  largest 
4^]ftifff^  two  years  old,  four  months  out  of  the  dock,  and 
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XBpated  one  of  the  best  sailers  in  the  British  service. 
The  enemy  being  to  windward,  had  the  advantage  of 
engaging  us  at  Ms  own  distance;  which  was  so  great 
that,  for  the  first  half  hour,  we  did  not  nse  our  car- 
ronades,  and  at  no  moment  was  he  within  the  com- 
plete effect  of  our  musketry  or  grape.  To  this  cir- 
cumstance, and  a  heavy  swell  which  was  on  at  the 
time,  I  ascribe  the  unusual  length  of  the  action. 

The  enthusiasm  of  every  officer,  seaman,  and 
marine,  on  board  this  ship,  on  discovering  the  enemy, ' 
their  steady  cotiduct  in  battle,  and  the  precision  of 
their  fire,  could  not  be  surpassed.  Where  all  have 
met  my  fullest  expectations  it  would  be  unjust  in  me 
to  discriminate.  Permit  me,  however,  to  recommend 
to  your  particular  notice  my  first  lieutenant,  William 
H.  Allen;  he  has  served  with  me  upwards  of  five 
years,  and  to  his  unremitted  exertions  in  disciplining 
the  crew  is  to  be  imputed  the  obvious  superiority  of 
our  gunuQiy  exhibited  in  the  result  of  this  contest 

Subjoined  is  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on 
both  sides.  Our  loss,  compared  with  that  of  the 
enemy,  will  appear  small.  Among  our  wounded  yon 
will  observe  the  name  of  Lieutenant  Funk,  wlio  died 
a  few  hours  after  the  action ;  he  was  an  officer  of 
great  gallantry  and  promise,  and  the  service  sos- 
tained  a  severe  loss  in  his  death. 

The  Macedonian  lost  her  mizzenmast,  fore  and 
main-topmasts,  and  main-yard,  and  was  much  cut  up 
in  her  hull. 

The  damage  sustained  by  this  ship  was  not  such 
as  to  render  her  return  mto  port  necessary ;  and  had 
I  not  deemed  it  important  that  we  should  see  our  prise 
in,  should  have  continued  our  cruise. 

With  the  highest  consideration  and  respect,  I  am, 
sir,  your  obedient  humble  servant. 

STEPHEN  DECATUR. 

Hon.  pADL  Hamilton. 

LUt  of  killed  and  vovnded  on  board  the  United  Siatet, 
Thomas  Brown,  New  York,  seaman;  Henry  Shep- 
herd, Philadelphia,  seaman;  William  Murray,  Boa- 
ton,  boy;  Michael  O'Donnel,  New  York,  private 
marine ;  John  Roberts,  private  mftrine— ^'/?«f. 

John  Mercer  Funk,  Philadelphia,  lieotenant,  (since 
dead;)  John  Archibald,  New  York,  carpenter's  crew ; 
Christian  Clark,  ditto,  seaman ;  George  Christopher, 
ditto,  ordinaiy  seaman ;  Georffe  Mahar,  ditto  cQtto  ; 
William  James,  ditto  ditto ;  J<um  Lawton,  ditto,  pri- 
vate marine — wounded. 

On  -board  the  Macedonian  there  were  thirty-siz 
killed,  and  sixty-eight  wounded ;  among  the  former, 
were  the  boatswam,  one  master's  mate,  and  the 
s(du)olmaster ;  and  of  the  latter  were  the  first  and 
third  lieutenants,  one  mastei^s  mate,  and  two  mid- 
shipmen. 

New  York,  November  24,  1812. 
Sir  :  I  here  avail  myself  of  the  first  opportunity  of 
informing  you  of  occurrences  of  our  cruise,  which 
terminated  in  the  capture  of  the  Wasp,  on  the  18th 
of  October,  by  the  Poictiers,  of  seventy-four  guns, 
while  a  wreck  from  damages  recived  in  the  engage- 
ment with  the  British  sloop-of-war  Frolic,  of  twenty- 
two  guns,  sixteen  of  them  thirty-two- pound  carron- 
ades,  four  twelve-pounders  on  the  main  deck,  and 
two  twelve-pound  carronades  on  the  top-gallant  fore- 
castle ;  malung  her  superior  in  force  to  us  by  four 
twelve-pounders.  The  Frolic  had  struck  to  us,  and 
was  taken  possession  of  two  hours  before  our  surren- 
dering to  the  Poictiers. 


We  had  left  the  Delawaie  on  the  13th;  the  IGdi 
had  aheavy  gale,  in  which  we  lost  our  jib-boom  and 
two  men ;  half-past  ebven  on  the  ni^it  of  the  17th, 
in  latitude  37  degrees  north,  and  longitode  65  de- 
grees west,  we  saw  several  saQ,  two  of  them  app>ear- 
mg  Tcry large;  we  stood  for  them  for  aoinetime, 
then  shorten^  sail,  and  steered  the  remainder  of  die 
night  the  course  we  had  perceived  ihcm  on.  At  day- 
light, on  Sunday  the  18th,  we  saw  them  ahead ;  gave 
chase,  and  soon  discovered  them  to  he  a  cootoj  «f 
six  sidl,  under  the  protection  of  a  doo^MZ-war;  four 
of  them  large  ships^  mountii:^  firom  sixteen  to  «U- 
teen  guns.  At  thirty-two  minutes  past  eleven  A,  M^ 
we  engaged  the  Blo(^-of-war,  having  first  received  her 
fire  at  tiie  distance  of  fifty  or  sixty  yards,  whichqwoe 
we  gradually  lessened  until  we  laid  heronboaid, 
after  a  weU-supported  fire  of  forty-three  miniites ;  aad 
although  so  near,  while  loading  our  last  broadade, 
that  our  rammers  were  shoved  against  the  side  of  the 
enemy,  our  men  exhibited  the  same  alacrity  which 
they  had  done  during  the  whole  of  the  action.  They 
immediately  surrendered  upon  our  saining  their  fore- 
castle, so  that  no  loss  was  sustained  on  their  side  af- 
ter boarding.' 

Our  maintc^mast  was  shot  away  between  fonr 
and  five  minutes  from  the  oommenocsnent  of  the 
firing,  and  falling,  together  with  the  maintopseil-yaid, 
across  the  larboard  ftne  and  fore-topaail  braoes,  rea- 
dered  our  head-yards  unmanageable  the  remainder 
of  the  action.  At  eight  minutes^  the  gaff  and  nuasa 
topgallant-mast  came  down,  and  at  twenty  mlnntes 
from  the  beginning  of  the  action  every  bnoe  and 
most  of  the  rigging  was  shot  away.  A  few  minates 
after  separating  from  the  Frolic  both  her  masts  feQ 
upon  deck;  the  main-mast  going  clqse  by  the 
deck,  and  ^e  foremast  going  twelve  or  fifteen  feet 
above  it. 

The  courage  and  exertions  of  the  officers  and  arm 
folly  answered  my  expectations  and  wishefl.  lievten- 
ant  Biddle's  active  cmiduct  contributed  much  to  ear 
sneoess,  by  the  exact  attention  paid  to  eveiy  depart- 
ment during  the  engagement,  M>d  the  nri«>*»f<y 
example  he  afibrded  the  crew  by  his  intrepiditv. 
lieutenants  Rogers,  Booth,  and  Mr.  Rnpfi^  showed, 
by  incessant  fire  from  their  diviaons,  that  they  wen 
not  to  be  surpassed  in  resolution  or  skilL  Mr.  Kaa^ 
and  every  other  officer,  acted  with  a  eonrage  and 
promptitude  highly  honorable,  and  I  trust  have  given 
assurance  that  they  may  be  relied  on  whenever  their 
services  may  be  required. 

I  could  not  ascertain  die  exact  loss  of  the  enemy, 
as  many  of  the  dead  lay  buried  under  the 'masts  and 
spars  that  had  fallen  on  deck,  which  two  hoor^  ex- 
ertion had  not  sufficiently  removed.  Mr.  BiUle, 
who  had  charge  of  the  Fiolic,  states  that,  ftmn  what 
he  saw,  and  from  information  from  the  eOea^ 
the  number  killed  must  have  been  about  thirty,  and 
that  of  the  wounded  about  forty  or  BStj ;  ef  the 
killed,  is  her  first  lieutenant  and  sailing-master;  of 
the  wounded.  Captain  Winyates,  and  the 
lieutenantb 

We  had  five  killed  and  five  wounded,  as 
the  wounded  are  recovering.  lieutenant  ' 
who  was  confined  by  sickMs,  left  his  bed  a  littls 
previous  to  the  engagement,  and  though  too  weak  to 
be  at  his  division,  remained  on  deck,  and  showed,  by 
his  composed  manner  of  noting  its  incidents,  that  ws 
had  lost  by  his  illness  the  services  of  a  brsTe  officer. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c  JACOB  JONESw 

Hon.  Paul  Hamiltos. 
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The  Message  and  documents  having  been 
read — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  they  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
with  instructions  to  report  a  suitable  expression 
of  the  Legislative  approbation  of  the  services 
detailed. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  did  not  wish  by  this  motion  to 
limit  the  committee  to  reporting  a  resolution ; 
or  to  preclude  them  from  expressing  approba- 
tion in  -a  more  substantia]  manner. 


WBDinESDA.T,  December  16. 
N'ceey  of  the  United  States. 

The  House  resolved  Itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  which 
had  been  previously  twice  read  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Sawyeb  made  a  motion  to  add  the  word 
^  teen*'  to  **  four,"  so  as  to  make  it  fourteen  74 
gun  ships. 

Mr.  S.  thought  it  a  proper  occasion  to  try  the 
question  whether  we  were  to  have  a  navy  or 
not.  He  took  the  occasion  to  congratulate  the 
House  upon  the  repeated  victories  of  our  little 
navy  over  the  enemy ;  and  of  the  grateful  pros- 
pect of  a  speedy  termination  to  the  despotism 
of  the  seas.  National  piracy  is  about  to  be  ex- 
terminated, and  all  nations  permitted  to  traverse 
their  great  highway  in  safety.  The  thin^  can 
be  done ;  and  if  we  say  so,  with  the  will  of 
God,  wiU  be  done.  The  experiment  upon 
which  the  proof  hangs  has  been  made.  British 
arms  cannot  withstand  American  upon  the 
sea.  The  bully  has  been  disgraced  by  an  in- 
fant; and  fear  ^all  no  longer  restrain  an  abject 
world  from  vindicating  its  long  violated  riehts. 
Give  us  but  a  respectable  fleet,  and  it  is  all  we 
ask.  But  what  can  we  do  with  four  seventy- 
fours  ?  They  are  a  mere  mockery.  If  we  do 
mean  to  make  ^  serious  stand  upon  the  ocean, 
such  a  force  must  be  out  of  all  character.  If  we 
mean  merely  to  annoy  her  trade,  (and  he  trusted 
we  meant  more,)  frigates  will  do ;  but,  to  make 
any  serious  impres;non  that  way,  we  must  have 
a  respectable  fleet;  at  least,  in  his  opinion, 
fourteen  sail-of-the-line.  That  would  give  us  a 
preponderance  on  our  own  coast,  and  enable  us 
to  bring  in  our  prizes  with  safety.  Who  can 
bear  the  idea  of  our  being  obliged  to  burn  or 
sink  all  the  ships  we  may  take  away  from  the 
enemy,  for  fear  of  their  l>eing  recaptured  ?  He 
thought  we  should  save  enough  by  the  protec- 
tion they  would  afford  to  our  prises  to  support 
the  expense  of  them.  We  can  easily  support 
such  a  force.  The  expense,  distributed  over 
our  widely-extended  population,  would  be  less 
than  a  dollar  a  head ;  and,  where  is  the  Ameri- 
can who  would  grudge  such  a  sum  for  such  an 
obiect  ?  The  people,  I  am  confident,  will  cheer- 
fully pay  it,  because  we  are  now  at  war,  and  a 
navy  is  found  the  most  eflScient  weapon  in  our 
hands  against  the  enemy.  He  therefore  trusted 
that  if  it  was  the  disposition  of  the  House  to 
have  a  navy,  they  would  establish  such  a  one  as 
would  answer  some  purpose. 


Mr.  Sbtbert  said  he  did  not  anticipate  that 
the  bill  from  .the  Senate  would  have  been  cfQled 
for  to-day  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee ;  notwithstanding  he  had  bestowed  some 
attention  on  the  subject,  he  confessed  his  re- 
marks would  be  made  in  a  manner  not  entirely 
satisfactorv  to  himself;  he  wodd,  however, 
proceed  with  them. 

Mr.  Chairman,  said  he,  I  wish  it  was  as  easy 
to  build,  equip,  and  man  the  seventy-fours,  as  it 
will  be  to  ada  the  word  "  teen"  to  "  four,"  as  is 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina. 
So  far  from  adding  to  the  number  of  these  ships, 
contemplated  by  the  bill,  he  had  intended  to 
move  that  no  seventy-four  gun  ships  should  be, 
at  this  time,  authorized  by  the  Legislature. 

On  a  former  occasion,  Mr.  S.  continued,  when 
a  naval  establishment  was  the  subject  under 
consideration,  he  stated  at  length  his  reasons  for 
opponng  the  propositions  before  the  House. 
The  opinions  whidi  he  then  advanced  concern- 
ing an  extensively  permanent  naval  establish- 
ment for  the  United  States  were  still  believed 
to  be  well  grounded.  He  did  not  hesitate  to 
declare  his  intention,  at  this  time,  and  under 
the  pressure  of  present  drcumstancee,  to  yield 
much  to  general  feelings,  and  the  sentiments  of 
the  nation;  neverthdess,  he  should  guard 
against  being  carried  too  hr  by  the  current  of 
pop^r  opinion.  It  iff  equally  my  duty,  said 
ne,  to  keep  in  view  what  is  conceived  to  be  the 
permanent  and  vital  national  interest.  He  de- 
clared a  uniform  opposition  to  that  establish- 
ment, whidi  could  not  be  brought  within  the 
means  and  resources  of  the  nation  to  maintain 
it.  We  have  made  war,  said  he,  to  guarantee 
the  honor  and  independence  of  the  nation,  as 
well  as  for  the  support  of  the  just  rights  of  our 
citizens;  with  these  objects  in  view,  he  had 
consented  to  authorize  a  regular  force  of  25,000 
men,  and  advocated  one  more  numerous,  though 
in  principle  he  was  opposed  to  standing  armies. 
If,  then,  a  great  portion  of  my  fellow-citizens 
deem  an  increase  of  the  Naval  Establishment 
essential  to  promote  the  great  work,  why  should 
it  be  refused  on  my  part?  No  opposition  would 
be  made  by  him  to  the  principle  or  spirit  of  the 
bUl  before  the  House,  though,  he  confessed,  he 
did  not  approve  the  provisions  as  to  the  kina  of 
force  therein  contemplated. 

Mr.  S.  continued. — At  this  time  our  princi- 
pal object  should  be,  to  authorize  that  species 
of  force  which  can  be  furnished  in  the  shortest 
period,  and  which  promises  to  be  the  most  effi- 
cient in  the  present  contest.  If  the  views  of 
the  Government  were  not  now  confined  to  the 
present  war,  he  considered  it  inexpedient  to 
build  public  ships.  It  was  necessary  that  the 
revenue  should  be  cautiously  applied.  If  it  be 
employed  so  as  to  carry  on  the  war  with  vigor, 
he  would  not  shrink  from  any  appropriation 
which  could  tend  to  produce  that  efiect;  by 
protracting  the  contest  for  the  want  of  means, 
expense  will  be  accumulated,  and  we  should 
achieve  nothing. 

Mr.  S.  would  not  assent  to  an  increase  of  the 
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navy,  with  a  view  to  reconcile  other  measores 
to  the  opposition — ^to  him  that  vote  promised 
no  such  result  Oar  political  opponents,  con- 
tinned  he,  will  tell  us,  as  regards  the  navy,  von 
are  doing  right  to  add  to  it ;  thus  far  we  will  go 
with  yon;  we  always  maintained  this  to  he  the 
proper  course;  as  to  vonr  golden  dreams  in 
Canada,  we  will  ahandon  them  to  yourselves 
exclusively.  Such  were  his  present  impressions ; 
it  would  gratify  him  to  find  himself  to  have 
been  mistaken.  He  declared  his  intention  to 
oppose  the  building  of  74'fl^  or  double-decked 
ships,  and  to  advocate  a  greater  number  of  the 
largest  class  frigates.  ^  however,  his  state- 
ments should  not  prove  satiafieu^tory  to  the 
House,  he  declared  the  failure  would  not  in- 
duce him  ultimately  to  vote  against  that  species 
of  force  which  a  minority  might  deem  expe- 
dient 

U^  said  Mr.  8.,  the  great  reason  for  now  lay- 
ing the  keels  of  the  double-decked  ships,  be 
(as  was  lately  acknowledged  elsewhere  by  nigh 
authority)  to  test  the  intentions  of  the  legi^ 
ture  as  to  a  permanent  naval  establishment  he, 
for  one,  declared,  he  would  not  thus  be  tested, 
nor  could  he  be  thereby  induced  to  vote  in  &- 
vor  of  the  proposition;  he  would  always  be 
governed  by  circumstances. 

The  declaration  of  the  committee,  that  it  was 
proper  to  meet  ^' like  with  like,**  or,  in  other 
words,  because  the  British  have  seventy -four 
gun  ships,  the  United  States  should  have  them 
of  the  same  class,  would  have  no  effect  on  him. 
We  might  as  well  say,  because  there  are  ships 
in  the  British  service,  which  carry  one  hundred 
and  twenty  guns,  we  should  also  have  sudi. 
This  reasoning  is  fallacious.  No  one  has  at- 
tempted to  advocate  the  latter  proposition.  Ad- 
mitting that  you  had  four  seventy-  four  gun  ships 
on  your  navy  list,  he  midntained,  they  would 
answer  no  good  purpose.  In  the  course  of  the 
following  year,  their  number  will  be  more  than 
doubled  and  trebled  on  the  part  of  the  enemy. 
The  consec^uence  would  be,  that  your  most  ex- 
pensive ships  must  either  combat  under  very 
unpromising  circumstances,  or  they  would  be 
blockaded  in  your  harbors,  and  then  be  worse 
than  useless ;  they  must  be  kept  at  a  heavy  ex- 
pense, and  their  crews  would  deprive  other 
ships  of  the  men  necessary  for  their  equipment 
He  said,  the  opinions  which  he  had  just  ad- 
vanced were  not  the  result  of  idle  speculations 
at  the  fireside ;  they  were  supported  by  intdli- 
fient  commanders,  and  rested  upon  the  firm 
base  of  experience ;  they  were  confirmed  by  the 
conversations  of  some  whose  splendid  achieve- 
ments adorned  the  pages  of  our  Revolutionary 
history,  and  by  others,  who  rank  as  heroes  of 
the  present  war.  He  asked,  why  need  we  re- 
sort to  other  authority,  when  that  of  the  head 
of  the  Naval  Department  can  be  brought  to 
bear  testimony  in  favor  of  the  propositions  laid 
down  ?  In  the  year  1798,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  informed  the  House  that  twelve  seventy- 
fours,  as  many  frigates,  and  twenty  or  thirty 
■mailer  vessels,  ^  would  probably  be  found  suffi- . 


dent  to  insure  our  ftiture  peace  with  the  natiMis 
of  Europe.**  In  1811,  it  was  declared  that^ 
"  twelve  sail  of  seventy-fours  and  twenty  well- 
constructed  fiigates,  with  our  smaller  vessel^'* 
were  necessary  to  annoy  the  commerce  of  the 
enemy,  and  guard  our  coasts.  To  this  he  added 
that,  in  the  year  1811,  during  a  state  of  pesos 
with  the  Umted  States,  the  British  had  serea 
ahipa-of-the-line  on  the  American  statioiiSi  in- 
dependent of  fifties,  firigatea,  and  smaller  ves- 
sels; at  the  same  time,  they  had  thlrty-Biiie 
ships-of-the-line*  on  the  stocks !  Tell  me,  sud 
he,  what  is  to  keep  a  great  pr(^K>rtioa  of  them 
from  your  coast  in  1818  f 

Mr.  MoKsE  said,  he  had  not  expected  this 
sul^ect  would  have  been  taken  np  to-day,  or  to 
say  any  tiling  on  it  when  it  should  be  taken  up. 
But,  said  he,  for  what  purpose,  I  feel  impelled 
to  ask,  are  you  going  to  boild  these  vessebl 
Are  yon  to  spend  four  or  five  millions  of  ddlan^ 
in  addition  to  your  present  extraordinary  ex- 
penditures, to  protect  commerce  f  Will  thai  old 
argument,  in  &vor  of  a  navy,  now  be  used, 
which  we  have  so  often  heard  heretofore!  Sir, 
where  is  your  commerce  now  to  protect?  Will 
you  protect  that  clandestinely  destined  to  Grett 
Britain?  No,  surely.  Will  you  protect  that  des- 
tined to  the  coast  of  France?  Let  us  reflect 
what  commerce  you  can  carry  on*  with  I^ra&oeL 
None  worth  protection,  or  of  any  moment  to 
the  great  body  of  the  American  people.  Does 
France  purchase  your  tobacco  or  cotton,  which 
heretofore  have  found  a  market  there?  She 
has  never  been  a  purchaser  of  provisioos  or 
breadstuff  What  is  the  state  of  trade  betweeo 
us  and  France?  Your  cotton,  in  France,  ii 
taxed  with  enormous  duties.  No  man  who  ii 
not  under  the  infiuenoe  of  the  moon  would,  at 
this  time,  think  of  making  a  shipment  there. 
Would  you  ship  your  commerce  there  merely 
to  surrender  so  much  property  into  the  gnup 
of  the  Emperor?  It  would  be  the  extreme  of 
folly.  Where,  then,  will  you  protect  your  eom- 
meroe?  To  the  Baltic,  air  ?  Ton  can  carry  on 
in  that  quarter  no  commerce  at  all  intere«tiDg 
to  the  great  body  of  the  American  people.  Ii 
what  does  your  export  to  that  region  consist  f 
In  articles  of  colcmial  produce ;  not  in  articles 
the  produce  of  your  soil.  Will  you  tax  the 
great  a^cidtural  community  for  the  punMse  of 
protecting  this  extraneous  commerce  ?  i  ask  if 
the  people  of  the  West,  of  the  Atlantic,  of  the 
Middle  States,  or  any  other  portion  of  the  Amer- 
ican people,  will  be  content  to  be  taxed  to  si^ 
port  a  navy  for  the  protection  of  a  conimeree 
in  foreign  produce,  by  which  but  few  iudirid- 
uals  in  the  nation  can  be  benefited?  There  is 
no  commerce  to  protect,  unless  it  be  that  which 
exchanges  specie  for  the  production  of  the  £est 
Indies,  and  benefits  no  part  of  the  commanity. 
Havin«f  no  valuable  commerce  now  to  protect 
the  object  of  adding  vessels  to  your  navy,  moat 
be  to  nght  your  battles  at  sea. 

K  you  would  propose  a  navy  as  a  means  of 
carrying  on  war,  bend  your  resouroes  to  that 
object    We  have  been  told  that  the  tzideiit  (tf 
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Neptune  is  paaBiDg  into  our  hands.  Bat,  sir, 
the  soTereignty  of  the  ocean  is  not  to  he  acqnu> 
ed  by  four  ship»-of-the-line  and  five  or  six  frig^ 
ales.  Yon  can  have  no  legitimate  object  in 
bmlding  sach  vessels  as  proposed,  nnless  it  be 
to  cany  on  the  war.  If  that  be  yoor  object, 
make  your  means  commensurate  to  the  end  you 
have  in  view. 

Do  yon  yet  contend  that  the  object  is  to  pro- 
tect commerce?  Yonr  commerce  is  not  worth 
the  cost.  And  who  would  pay  it?  The  mer- 
chants? No,  sir.  They  will  pav  only  their 
proportion.  I  recollect,  when  a  boy,  to  have 
seen  a  little  book,  in  which  I  admired  the  pic-, 
tures  more  than  the  reading,  in  which  were  tiie 
representations  of  a  king,  a  priest,  a  soldier,  and 
a  farmer;  a  label  issuing  from  the  mouth  of 
each  contained  these  woids:  The  king  says,  *^I 
govern  all;"  the  priest,  ^'I  pray  for  all;*'  the 
soldier,  ''I%ht  for  all;"  and  the  farmer,  ''I 
pay  for  all."  This^  sir,  is  perfectly  true  as  re- 
gards the  American  farmers — ^they  pay  for  all. 
And  what  advantage  do  they  derive  from  it  ? 
What  advantage  are  my  constituents  to  derive 
from  the  expenditure  of  this  money  ? 

Thubsdat,  December  17. 
Inereate  of  the  Nai>y. 

The  House  agaui  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  increase  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Sbtbbbt  moved  to  amend  the  first  sec- 
ti(m  of  the  bill  by  striking  out  '^  four  seventy- 
fours  and,"  so  as  to  erase  the  provision  for 
building  vessels  of  that  description. 

Mr.  Gold. — ^The  provision  in  the  bill  to  in- 
troduce ship»-of-the-line  into  the  Navy,  I  con- 
fflder,  Mr.  Ohairman,  as  fixing  the  great  policy 
of  a  navy  under  this  €k>vemment.  Frigates 
we  have  had,  but  in  common  with  petty  na- 
tions; for  the  Barbary  Powers  have  frigates; 
the  provision  now  offered  rises  higher  and  prom- 
ises something  worthy  of  the  constitution,  some- 
thing honorable  to  the  Qovemment.  I  r^oice, 
Mr.  Chairman,  at  the  fkvorable  circumstiuices, 
and  hail  the  auspices  under  which  we  now  meet 
this  miestion ;  we  are  no  longer  left  to  erring 
speculations,  to  uncertain  reasoning,  but  have 
under  our  eyes  tlie  sure  and  infallible  test  of 
experience,  of  practice  in  war  with  a  naval 
force.  Within  a  few  weeks  our  tars  have  thrice 
gr^pled  with  the  enemy,  and  thrice  have  they 
triumphed  in  combat;  the  success  has  swelled 
the  American  bosom  with  joy  fix>m  Orl^tns  to 
Maine— all  without  exception  of  party,  vie  in 
demonstrations  of  ioy  and  in  the  bestowment  of 
honors  upon  the  victors. 

While  sach  a  scene  is  presented  here,  gloom 
and  dissatisfaction  prevail  in  the  metropolis  of 
Great  Britain — ^those  who  have  been  so  long 
accustomed  to  conquer,  receive  the  capture  of 
the  Guerriere  with  as  much  astonidiment  as 
they  would  behold  a  suspension  of  the  laws  of 
nature.    A  strange  event  to  Britons  I 

Sow  often,  sir,  has  it  been  echoed  and  re- 


echoed within  these  walls,  that  it  would  be 
in  vain  to  attempt  any  thing  with  a  navy 
agamst  Great  Britain,  unless  we  could  bring 
ship  to  ship  and  man  to  man— could  eqnal  our 
enemy  on  the  ocean.  How  much  mistaken 
have  gentlemen  been ;  how  vain  is  human  rea- 
son !  The  earliest  stage  of  the  first  war  under 
the  Government  has  yielded  a  dear,  fall,  and 
incontestable  refutation  of  the  argument.  While 
the  American  arms  have  suffered  disgrace  upon 
disgrace  on  what  was  deemed  the  natural  and 
proper  theatre  for  the  display  of  our  power; 
while  by  land  all  is  gloomy  and  comfortless,  and 
the  heart  sickens  under  the  past,  our  little  ^  avy, 
a  handful  of  men,  has  nobly  sustained  us  upon 
the  ocean,  and  banished  that  despondency  which 
our  disasters  by  land  must  have  otherwise  pro- 
duced. 

If,  sir,  under  such  auspices,  such  overwhelm- 
ing evidence  of  the  emdency  of  a  navy,  this 
question  is  to  be  put  by,  I  shall  despair  of  a 
navy ;  we  may  rank  with  Algiers  in  a  force  of 
frigates,  but  shall  do  nothing  worthy  of  a  com- 
munity of  eight  millions  of  souls,  placed  by 
Heaven  in  a  situation  most  favorable  to  com- 
merce and  naval  power. 

The  objections,  sir,  to  a  navy  are  not  a  little 
amusing.  Do  you  move  the  question  in  peace, 
it  is  otjected,  that  commerce  nourishes  and  you 
want  not  protection ;  at  another  time  it  is  said 
not  to  be  worth  the  expense  of  a  navy,  and 
lastly  a  navy  will  draw  ibnerica  into  die  Euro- 
pean  vortex  and  involve  us  in  a  war.  Now 
that  we  are  in  war,  a  new  book  of  logic  is 
opened,  and  it  is  objected,  that  you  have  not 
tune  to  build  a  navy,  the  war  will  be  over  be- 
fore ships  can  be  finished.  It  is  thus,  sir,  that 
the  arguments  against  a  navy  are  made  to  an- 
swer and  refute  themselves;  nay,  more,  the 
argument  in  war  is  a  satire  and  reproach  to  the 
ob]|ection  in  peace.  ^  There  is  not  now  time  to 
build  a  navy,"  reproaches  us  for  not  having 
passed  the  requisite  laws  at  the  last  session. 

I  have  always  considered  the  great  policy  of 
a  navy  settled  by  the  constitution;  need  I 
spend  time  to  show,  that  no  great  specific  pow- 
er was  delegated  to  the  General  Government 
unless  it  was  deemed  necessary ;  not  necessary 
for  a  dormitory,  but  to  be  executed  for  the  gen- 
eral protection  and  wel&re.  This  was  the  po- 
lar star — ^the  test  and  criterion  that  governed 
in  the  delegation  of  powers  by  the  States — 
powers  not  necessary  to  be  exercised  for  the 

general  good  were  retained  by  the  several 
tates.  What  greatly  stren^hens  the  argu- 
ment is,  the  power  to  provide  a  navy  is  not 
only  given  to  the  General  Government,  but 
taken  away  or  denied  to  the  several  States.  In 
adopting  the  constitution,  this  question  was 
considered  at  rest,  and  a  navy  was  deemed  the 
necessary  consequence  of  this  power;  in  the 
Virginia  Convention,  where  great  talent  and 
ingenuity  was  dLrolayed  in  the  debate,  the  point 
was  so  considered,  and  the  objection  rested  on 
that  ground;  the  consequence  of  adoption  was 
supposed  to  oe  an  unequal  strengthening  of  the 
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commercial  parts  of  the  Union.  So  deeply  im- 
pressed was  President  WASHiKOTOir  with  the 
importance  of  a  nayj,  and  so  trae  to  his  dotj 
and  jnst  claims  of  commerce  for  protection,  that 
he  could  not  consent  to  qnit  his  high  station  in 
the  public  councils  without  placing  on  record 
his  sentiments  for  the  good  of  his  coxmtry — ^this 
he  did  in  his  speech  to  the  fourth  Oongress 
(second  session)  in  language  that  well  attests 
his  wisdom  and  paternal  care  and  solicitude  foj^ 
his  country.  He  recommended  and  urged  the 
policy  of  a  navy  in  the  strongest  terms,  and  I 
will  not  believe  that  the  parting  lesson  of  that 
great  and  good  man  will  be  lost  to  his  country 
— ^there  is  certainly  too  much  respect  for  his 
memory  to  disregard  his  solemn  advice  and 
counsel  on  any  subject.  In  this  policy  W:, 
Jbfpbbson  also  concurred  at  a  perioa  most  aus- 
picious to  fair  inquiry  and  dispassionate  judg- 
ment; it  was  before  the  tempest  of  party  arose, 
to  obscure  the  great  luminary  of  truth  and 
blacken  the  political  horizon. 

Mr.  WiDGKBY. — ^Mr.  Chairman,  it  will  he  /o- 
oollected  that  I  was  last  sesnon  of  Oongress 
opposed  to  the  building  of  seventy-fours,  until 
we  had  got  more  frigates.  I  have  been  rather 
opposed  to  them  in  the  Committee  of  Naval 
Affairs,  not  because  I  was  opposed  to  an  aug- 
mentation of  the  Navy,  but  because  I  thought 
it  more  to  the  advantage  of  the  country  to  build 
frigates  and  sloops  of  war  at  present;  and  if, 
hereafter,  when  we  have  sailors  j»lenty  to  man 
the  large  ships  with,  it  should  be  thought  best 
to  have  larger  ships,  it  may  be  very  well  to 
build  them ;  but,  at  present,  our  resources  are 
inadeauate  to  build  the  seventy-fours  and  the 
ten  frigates,  and  say  eight  or  ten  sloops  of  war, 
which  are  absolutely  necessary  for  the  protec- 
tion of  our  seacoast,  in  order  to  keep  off  tiie 
British  gun-brigs  or  privateers.  The  shipe-of- 
the-line  will  not  answer  this  purpose,  when 
they  are  at  sea ;  they  must  keep  deep  water ; 
they  cannot,  with  safety,  follow  in  under  the 
land  those  small  vessels  which  annoy  our  coast- 
ers, and  capture  them  all  along  shore.  "Within 
a  few  days,  I  have  accounts  of  a  small  priva- 
teer, of  eight  guns,  having  captured  twenty  or 
thirty  sail  of  coasting  vessels.  Sir,  it  is  a  ngfat 
to  see  a  public  armed  ship  of  the  United  States 
anywhere  on  our  shore  to  the  eastward  of  Bos- 
ton— ^a  seacoast  of  200  miles — ^when  the  enemy 
can  take  every  thing  that  passes  out  to  sea,  and 
a  country  in  which  there  are  the  best  of  ship- 
harbors,  where  they  might  cruise  with  safety, 
always  having  a  harbor  handy  to  run  into.  I 
cannot  feel  willing  to  build  seventy-fours,  to 
the  exclusion  of  the  smaller  ships,  of  which  we 
are  so  much  in  want  at  this  time.  If  you  had 
the  money  in  your  chesty  and  all  ready  for  the 
building  four  seventy-fours,  and  all  the  timber 
in  the  yard — ^which  you  have  not — still  I  should 
have  doubts  on  my  mind  as  to  the  propriety  of 
those  heavy  ships.  Say,  if  you  please,  that  you 
had  those  ships  built,  could  yon  send  them  to 
sea  t  I  presume  not,  if  at  war  with  England,  be- 
cause she  would  always  blockade  your  harbors . 


wherever  they  were ;  and  if  yon  sent  them  oat, 
perhaps  you  would  never  have  to  man  them 
again ;  not  because  our  sh^  in  single  combat 
are  not  a  match  for  hera^  but^  becaose  tl^ 
have  more  ships  than  they  know  what  to  do 
with ;  they  would  always  outnumber  yea  it 
sea,  and  they  woukl  be  able  to  come  up  widi 
and  capture  your  four  ^ips.  But,  for  what  par- 
pose  are  you  to  send  them  out?  Oertaiiily,  not 
to  take  merchantmen.  Thev  are  not  ealeolated 
for  that  purpose,  unless  you  had  more  than  foor 
of  them.  In  case  yon  had  a  number  safficieat 
to  intercept  their  East  India  fleet,  whidi,  gen- 
erally, are  under  strong  oonvoyB  of  heavy  sUps, 
then  it  might  be  an  object  to  send  them  to  sea. 
If  you  are  to  keep  them  in  port,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  harbor  defence,  you  must  always  keq» 
them  manned;  it  will  be  too  late  to  wvk  them 
after  the  enemy  comes  in  sight.  And  there  ii, 
in  my  mind,  another  difficulty :  In  the  maaniog 
these  heavy  ships,  you  will  have  to  impreBi 
men  to  go  on  boara  of  them,  or  raise  the  wagei 
up  to  what  is  given  in  a  merchant  ship;  be- 
cause the  sailors  will  not  be  willing  togooa 
board  large  ships,  when  they  have  no  ehanee 
for  prize  money.  On  the  other  hand,  they  win 
be  very  willing  to  enter  on  board  cruising shipi^ 
such  as  frigates  or  sloops  of  war,  in  hopes  of 
taking  prizes;  and  you  have  not,  at  present, a 
sufficient  number  of  sailors  to  man  what  small- 
er vessels  we  want.  If  you  build  frigates  and 
sloops  of  war,  they  can  be  f^umiahed  withoot 
your  advancing  the  money;  the  merohantiwill 
build  them,  and  loan  tiiem  to  the  Qovemmcat 
The  fr'gates  and  smaller  vessels  can  be  pot 
afloat  in  six  months  from  the  time  they  are 
agreed  for;  and  yonr  shipe-of-the-line  will  not 
be  finished  in  less  than  two  yean ;  and  if  thej 
do  not  cost  80  per  cent  more  than  they  are 
calculated  at,  I  will  dare  pay  all  I  am  worth 
towards  them  for  nothing.  I  am  willing  to  go 
for  ahnost  any  number  of  frigates,  beesote  I 
know  you  can  have  them  built  without  advaae- 
ing  a  dollar  until  they  are  ready  for  serrioa, 
and  because  I  am  convinced  they  are  most  fat 
our  interest  Popular  opinion,  I  know,  hss 
great  weight  at  times ;  let  us  not  be  carried  off 
on  the  wings  of  enthusiasm ;  we  are  at  present 
at  very  great  expense,  and  we  ought  to  act  pru- 
dently with  our  finances,  or  they  will  soon  be- 
come low.  At  the  same  time,  I  oannot  agree 
with  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  who  sajs 
he  is  opposed  to  any  augmentation  of  the  Kavj, 
and  asks  if  you  are  willing  to  tax  the  planten 
for  the  building  a  Navy,  and  the  protection  of 
the  Inerchant?  Sir,  will  not  the  same  reason- 
ing apply  agahist  the  maritime  towns  being 
taxed  to  support  the  army  of  10,000  men  in  the 
West?  Qentlemen  say,  stay  on  shore,  and  yoa 
will  be  safe.  Sir,  may  we  not,  in  retnm,  siy 
to  the  gentlemen  who  are  settling  the  cheap 
lands  of  the  interior,  keep  among  ns;  go  not 
into  the  Indian  country ;  we  cannot  be  taxed  to 
defend  you.  This  reascming  will  apfHj  with  as 
much  force  against  the  interior  as  theirs  does 
agfdnst  the  Atlantic  towns.    Sir,  we  are  all  <»o 
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people,  and,  in  order  to  remain  so,  we  mufit  be 
willingito  defend  at  all  points. 

Mrl  Bassstt  spoke  several  times  in  the  oonrse 
of  the  debate.  The foUowingis  the  substance 
of  the  whole  of  his  remarks :  He  said,  on  risine, 
that  it  was  with  no  feigned  difSdence  that  he  ad- 
dressed the  Honse.  1  shall,  said  he,  have  credit 
with  every  one  in  the  assertion  that  I  am  most 
anxions  that  the  proposition  I  have  made  shonld 
sneoeed.  Must  I  not,  then,  deplore  the  feeble- 
ness of  voice,  the  want  of  force,  of  manner,  and 
promptness  of  mind  and  thought,  which  limit 
me  ?  Bat  I  shall  feel  compensated  if  the  Honse 
wUl,  in  heart,  join  me  in  regretting  that  a  cause 
worthy  of  the  first  of  advocates  has  fallen  into 
snob  puny  hands.  For  the  cause,  then,  wiU 
thety  hear  me,  and  for  their  country!s  good  will 
they  improve  each  ]iint  I  may  let  fall,  by  their 
better  judgment.  It  is  true,  sir,  we  have  little 
experience — ^I  cannot  boast  of  naval  knowledge 
in  our  land — ^but,  yet,  we  are  not  quite  deficient. 
*  Let  it  be  remembered,  that  it  is  on  the  first 
principles  that  we, are  to  decide;  that  we  are 
to  mark  the  outlines  only,  which  depend  much 
ovi  general  reasoning,  and,  in  doing  which,  we 
may  resort  to  the  experience  of  others.  I  will 
foUow  (though  with  unequal  step)  the  course 
taken  by  my  predecessor  last  year,  and,  on  the 
question  to  fill  this  blank,  bring  the  whole  sub- 
ject before  the  committee.  It  will  be  assumed, 
as  Uien  proved,  that  protection  is  dne  to  every 
national  right,  which  cannot  be  estimated  by 
pecuniary  calculation,  b^jt.must  be  tested  by 
national  ability  only  to  defend  and  protect 
them.  To  the  mode  of  effecting  so  desirable  an 
object,  I  shall  confine  myself.  The  report  has 
assumed  it  as  a  principle  almost  of  instinct  to 
oppose  like  to  like,  and  so  says  the  history  of 
man,  whom  we  find  ever  availing  himself  of 
the  improvements  of  his  assailant  for  self-de- 
fence. Hence  has  the  art  of  war  become  to  aJl 
nations  the  most  interesting  science,  and  no 
citizen  is  more  estimable  than  he  who  can  di- 
rect the  national  force  with  most  efficiency. 
The  importance  of  a  naval  force  is  amply  attest- 
ed on  record.  I  will  first,  sir,  point  you  to  the 
oonfliots  between  the  rival  BepuUics  of  Bome 
and  Carthage,  and  ask  vou  to  remember  the 
agency  that  their  vessels  had  in  them.  Had  the 
Romans  confined  themselves  to  the  land,  never 
had  Carthage  been  destroyed.  The  history  of 
Europe,  from  Venice  to  Great  Britain,  is  too 
familiar  to  all  who  hear  me,  to  require  reference 
to  particulars.  It  is  sufficient  for  me  to  call 
attention  to  the  effect  of  navalpower,  as  it 
passed  from  nation  to  nation.  What  was  the 
power  of  Venice  and  Genoa  when  th6y  led  the 
van  of  naval  power?  How  quickly  did  the 
Boeptre  of  Portugal  rise,  as  she  assumed  a  sta- 
tion on  the  ocean!  how  sink  as  she  lost  her 
naval  preponderance  I  How  did  a  navy  once 
gupport  the  United  Provinces!  and  how  is  it 
now  the  salvation  of  Great  Britain !  It  is  then 
a  hety  that  a  naval  armament  gives  effect  to 
the  power  of  a  nadon,  as  do  the  musket  and 
bayonet,  the  cannon  and  the  mortar.   And  how, 


sir,  is  it  attempted  to  rebut  this  fact  ?  By  show- 
ing a  physical  disability  in  the  country  to  avail 
itself  of  this  force  ?  No.  For  then  would  they 
be  rebutted  by  the  extent  of  our  coasts,  by  the 
materials  for  ship-building,  (so  ample,)  and  the 
known  habits  and  genius  of  our  countrymen,  as 
each  day  is  evincing.  And  here,  sir,  I  wi^  I 
could  foUow  up  the  beautiful  figure  of  my  friend, 
who,  on  a  former  occasion,  showed  you  our 
continent,  extending  to  eiCher  ocean,  with  the 
finger  of  Munificence  pointing  to  the  goodly 
heritage. 

We  have  then  these  facts:  that  a  navy  is  a 
powerfbl  means  of  national  operation ;  that  our 
local  situation  is  fitted  for  its  use ;  and  that  we 
have  the  necessary  materials.  To  which  it  is 
objected  that  yoTur  infant  Navy  must  be  op- 
posed to  one  which  has  reached  the  full  man- 
hood of  power  on  the  ocean.  I  admit  it.  But 
shall  we  therefore  abandon  the  ocean,  yield  our 
birthright,  our  goodly  heritage,  without  a  strug- 
gle? Or,  shall  we  not  rather,  deducing  argu- 
ment from  example,  like  the  gallant  Captain 
Hull,  avoid  theur  fieets  and  capture  their  single 
ships. 

I  am  aware  that  habit  impels  some  to  be  fear 
ful  on  this  subject,  and  the  experience  of  the  past 
will  not  convince  them.  With  diffidence,  there- 
fore, do  I  refer  to  the  efficiency  of  twelve  ships- 
of-the-line  and  twenty  frigates,  as  demonstrated 
last  session.  Let  me  asK  of  gentlemen  who 
thus  think,  who  thus  feel,  to  examine  the  ex- 
tent of  their  argument.  Does  it  not  go,  not 
only  to  the  abandonment  of  the  ocean,  but  to 
the  seacoast  also  ?  I  shall  trust  to  former  state- 
ments for  the  magnitude  of  this  sacrifice,  wi^ 
the  observation,  that  abandoning  the  ocean  in- 
volves the  loss  of  one  million  four  hundred 
thousand  tons  of  shipping;  and  that  in  giving 
up  the  coasts,  you  lose  a  valuable  portion  of 
your  soil,  and  some  of  your  fairest  citiea  I 
will  not  dwell  on  the  magnitude  of  this  sacri- 
fice, because  I  cannot  believe  that  Americans 
will  abandon  any  right  which  there  is  a  pros- 
pect to  maintain.  I  cannot,  I  admit,  answer  as 
conclusively  the  objection,  that  much  time  will 
be  passed  before  this  force  can  be  procured; 
yet,  I  believe,  that  a  mind  which  relied  on  that 
objection,  might  be  satisfied  that  late  prepara- 
tion is  better  than  none.  Nor  could  a  mind,  so 
circumstanced,  fail  to  see,  that,  while  making 
preparation,  you  come  every  day  nearer  your 
object;  in  neglecting  it,  you  are  every  day  fur- 
ther from  it,  and  you  are,  in  neglecting  it, 
blending  ultimate  loss  with  temporary  sacmce. 

Mr.  Chairman,  is  it  for  an  infant  nation,  or  a 
popular  Government,  to  be  deterred  by  the 
want  of  preparation  ?  What  is  it  that  the  youth 
has  not  to  prepare,  or  when  was  it  that  a  popu- 
lar Government  taxed  itself  with  previous  prep- 
aration? But-  why  this  argument  of  despair? 
What  were  your  preparations  for  the  Bevolu- 
tionary  war,  and  when  made?  After  an  army 
was  in  your  country.  Yet  were  they  then 
made  and  effectually  made.  By  the  bravery  of 
our  others  our  soil  was  secured;  on  us  it  rests 
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to  secure  onr  rights  on  the  water,  oommon  to 
every  independent  nation,  and  as  deark  ours 
as  they  are  essential  to  onr  interests.  What  is 
this  argament  of  inj&noy  ?  Had  not  the  Nayy 
of  Great  Britain  a  beginning?  Tes.  There  was 
a  time  when  Britain  had  no  ship.  What .  then  ? 
She  was  invaded,  and  more,  she  was  conqnered. 
At  this  day,  her  wooden  walls,  as  they  are  pro- 
verbially called,  are  her  defence  and  protection. 
Is  it  admitted  that  the  British  fleet  secnres  her 
from  attack  ?  If  so,  would  not  a  fleet  secure  ns 
from  attack  also?  But  we  have  it  not  Is  it 
not  then  onr  duty,  as  guardians  of  the  pablio  in- 
terest, to  provide  this  powerfhl,  this  necessary 
means  of  defence?  But  some  are  alarmed  at 
the  cost.  Permit  me  to  recur  to  the  caloukk 
tion  of  the  last  year.  And  flrst,  as  to  the  infor- 
mation derived  from  British  experience,  whose 
example  may  be  taken  as  precedent  on  mari- 
time subjects;  at  least  they  make  a  powerful 
argument  where  they  are  rejected  as  full  proof. 
In  recurnng  to  British  estimates,  it  certainly 
was  unexpected  to  the  American  eye  to  see  the 
same  sum  charged  for  a  soldier  as  for  a  sailor, 
viz :  - —  dollars  per  month ;  and  as  unexpected^ 
on  investigatiug  the  British  expenditures  for  a 
series  of  years,  to  find  that  the  appropriations 
for  the  Navy  are  found  less  than  those  for  the 
Army,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  Jn- 
nual  RegUter,  In  corroboration  of  this  is  onr 
own  history,  as  appears  from  the  calculaticms 
made  by  my  predecessor,  of  which  I  will  avul 
my8el£ 

Is  it  not  then  demonstrated  by  foreign  and 
domestic  experience,  that  a  naval  force  is  the 
cheapest  the  nation  can  resort  to  for  defence 
and  protection  ?  Is  it  not  also  proved,  that  a 
force  believed  to  be  competent,  might  be  ob- 
tained at  a  sum  greatiy  within  the  means  of  the 
Gk)vernment — say  twelve  miUions  of  dollars — 
or  a  fourth  less  than  the  ordinary  amount  of 
revenue  for  a  year  in  good  times  ?  Test  this 
subject  in  another  way. '  The  cost  of  your  Navy, 
twelve  millions;  give  up  the  ocean,  and  yon 
lose,  for  one  item,  one  million  four  hundred 
thousand  tons  of  shipping,  which  at  fiftv  dollaj^ 
the  ton,  would  be  worth  flve  times  the  sum. 
Yet  that  would  unquestionably  be  the  least  item 
in  the  account,  because  that  would  be  but  one 
loss,  while  that  of  your  coasting,  and  other 
trade,  would  swell  into  a  great  annual  amount, 
and  be  as  great  a  sacrifice  of  convenience  as 

Srofit.  Nor  is  such  a  conclusion  the  less  to  be 
eprecated,  because  it  is  difficult  to  foresee  all 
the  evils  which  must  result  from  the  abandon- 
ment of  one  essential  right  of  an  independent 
nation.  I  know  it  may  be  said  by  tiiose  who 
view  this  subject  differentiy  from  me,  that  they 
do  not  mean  to  abandon  the  ocean.  It  is,  then, 
for  them  to  show  the  difference  between  not 
abandoning  a  right,  and  not  defending  it;  for 
I  cannot  believe  that  any  gentleman  will  con- 
tend that  the  national  defence  shall  be  left  to 
privateers.  They  have  most  justiy  been  con- 
sidered an  aid  to  the  national  arm,  but  Heaven 
forbid  that  they  should  be  relied  on  as  princi- , 


paL  A  private  arm,  with  power  to  diield  the 
nation,  is  what  I  could  not  contemplate  without 
terror.  I  cannot  believe  it  neoesnry  to  ponue 
this  argument. 

To  return  then :  The  force  adeouate  to  the 
defence  of  our  seas  would  cost  twelve  minions 
I  will  not  say  that  this  whole  expense  oug^t  to 
be  incurred  in  one  year ;  indeed,  it  ought  to  be 
remarked,  that  of  the  twenty  frigates,  nearly 
eight  are  ready  for  service.  Let  &e  piindple 
be  yielded,  and  we  can  then  enter  on  the  ttir 
culation  as  to  the  portion  which  may  be  pro- 
cured each  year.  The  dedsion,  too,  would,  in 
my  judgment,  be  the  strongest  inducement  to 
the  enetpy  to  make  peace  when  they  saw  thBt 
yon  were  progressing  to  a  force  which  they  coold 
not  meet  I^  indcM,  the  force  which  has  beoi 
named  was  not  altogether  adequate  to  the  ob- 
ject of  defending  your  own  waters,  yon  would 
find,  having  that  force,  that  yon  could  make 
any  small  i^dition  that  was  requisite  without 
difficulty.  In  reference  to  the  opinions  of  oth- 
ers, in  some  measure,  did  the  select  committee 
determine  on  the  number  of  ships,  and  their 
force,  to  be  procured  this  year.  Thus  if  tbe 
first  blanks  are  filled  with  four  seventy-six  gnn 
shins,  they  cost,  per  estimate,  $833,000,  and 
will  require  an  appropriation  of  $1,332,000.  U 
the  otiier  blank  be  filled  with  six  thirty-eight 
gun  ships,  which,  by  estimate,  cost  $220,000, 
the  requisite  appropriation  for  than  will  be 
$1,820,000.  For  the  sloops  of  war,  the  liat 
blank  I  have  calculated  at  $61,200,  which  woold 
require  an  appropriation  of  $367,200;  which, 
with  the  necessary  appropriation  for  the  ibor 
frigates  ordered  to  be  rebuilt  last  year,  riz :  the 
Philadelphia,  New  York,  General  Greene,  aad 
Boston,  will  amount  to  $3,500,000.  This  would 
give  vou  four  seventy-sixes  ana  eighteen  frigatee^ 
mostly  of  the  beat  size.  Compare  the  efficiency 
of  that  force  with  the  interest  of  three  mOlloDS 
and  a  half^  thef  cost,  and  yon  cannot  bat  be 
gratified  with  the  result  I  say,  Mr.  Ghairman, 
tiie  interest ;  because,  though  it  was  not  in  the 
province  of  the  select  conunittee  to  look  out 
the  ways  and  means,  yet  was  it  so  interested 
as  to  their  object,  that  they  could  but  ask  hov 
was  the  money  to  be  had ;  and  they  were  satis- 
fied that  three  millions  and  a  half  could  with 
facility,  be  loaned  for  navy  purposes.  I  state 
this  with  no  view  to  limit  tiie  ways  and  meuu^ 
but  only  that  until  the  subiect  ia  ^ven  them  to 
provide  for,  the  House  might  not  be  embarrasi- 
ed  with  the  difficulty  of  money. 

With  the  humble  hope  that  the  views  of  the 
committee  have  been  shown  to  be  at  least  most 
reasonable,  if  not  most  correct,  I  beg  leave  to 
say  a  few  words  as  to  the  different  kinds  of  ves- 
sels proposed.  I  will  not  ask  that  the  clerk 
should  read  that  excellent  letter  from  0^)tain 
Stewart,  because  I  presume  every  gentlemin 
who  wishes  infonnation  has  read  it  more  than 
once.  From  tiiat  and  the  other  documents,  the 
committee  thought  themselves  warranted  in 
recommending  four  seventy-eix  gun  shipii  In 
addition  to  the  sufficient  reasons  offered  there, 
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that  a  large  sUp,  with  fewer  men  and  a  less 
cost,  will  be  more  effioient  than  small  ones,  by 
the  table  A  it  is  most  oondnsiyelj  evinced,  that 
a  seventy-six,  at  one  ronnd,  throws  on  the  ene- 
my foor  ponndfl  fourteen  ounces  of  ball  for  eadi 
man;  whereas,  the  gunboat  throws  only  ten 
ounces,  I  only  give  the  extremes,  that  the  ar- 
gument may  be  tibe  more  readily  taken.  Here, 
too,  we  have  the  fact,  that  six  hundred  and 
fifty  men  are  sufficient  for  a  seventy-six,  while 
four  hundred  and  twenty  are  required  for  a 
frigate.  The  annual  expense  is,  for  the  large  riiip, 
1202,110;  for  the  fri^te,  $110,000.  While  m 
action,  the  larger  ship  is  equal  or  superior  to 
three  fHgates.  To  support  this  calculation  bv 
figures,  we  have  the  opmions  of  Captains  Hull, 
Stewart,  and  Morris;  and  Mr.  Hamilton  says, 
that  all  the  officers  in  service  concur  in  the 
opinion;  and  I  am  told  that  such  is  the  real 
history  of  naval  conflicts.  Mr.  Hamilton  men- 
tions one,  and  Oaptain  Stewart  mentions  anoth- 
er, of  four  French  frigates  attacking  a  British 
seventy 'four,  of  which  one  was  sunk,  two  taken, 
and  the  other  run  off. 

It  is  cause  of  some  exultation  to  me,  that  our 
naval  men,  where  the  opportunity  is  afforded 
them,  give  the  example  to  prove  our  theory. 
As  I  am  told,  orders  were  sent  fh>m  Washing- 
ton in  September  to  Captain  Chauncey,  then  at 
New  York,  who  made  his  preparation,  took  his 
workmen  with  him  to  the  Lakes,  and  some  days 
flinoe  we  had  the  account  that  he  had  built  and 
launched,  before  November  was  out,  a  frigate 
of  twenty-six  guns.  The  gallant  Chauncey  en- 
ables me  to  present  an  argument  that  would, 
oonld  I  do  it  Justice,  I  am  sure,  have  much 
weight  Will  any  gentleman  reeret  that  this 
twenty-six  gun  ship  has  been  built,  though  the 
mastery  of  the  Lakes  has  been  acquired  with- 
out it?  Neither  shall  we  regret  the  building  of 
the  seventv-sixes,  though  peace,  which  God 
send,  should  come  before  tney  are  launched. 
There  is  yet  one  other  objection  too  important 
to  be  passed  oyer,  though  it  was  on  a  former 
ocoadon  so  ably  canvassed.  It  is  the  difficulty 
of  getting  seamen.  That  difficulty  exists,  I  do 
admit.  let  is  not  the  difficulty  insurmountable. 
Here  again  I  avail  mvself  of  the  illustrations  of 
my  Mend  from  South  Carolina. 

The  gentleman  has  again  referred  to  the 
difficulty  of  manning  your  ships,  and  deems 
impressment  indispensable.  Sir,  I  admit  the 
weakness  of  our  nation,  and  lament  it  too. 
Tet  I  cannot  believe  that  the  hard'  hand  of 
tyranny  is  essential  to  their  wdl-being;  and  I 
regret  that  in  an  assembly  of  freemen,  that  this, 
the  most  if  not  the  only  detestable  example 
England  has  set  us  as  to  a  navy,  should  be  so 
much  relied  on.  Look  to  the  fact,  that  in  five 
years  fortv-two  thousand  seamen  deserted  tcom 
the  British  navy.  Look  to  the  fact,  that  their 
prisoners  require  to  be  committed  to  return  to 
their  own  country.  It  is  with  no  little  pride 
that  I  call  the  attention  of  the  gentieman  and 
the  committee  to  our  gallery.  Did  a  British 
gallery  ever  exhibit  such  a  spectacle?    No,  a 


seaman  there  is  a  slave,  and  seldom  puts  his 
foot  on  shore  but  under  the  guard  of  an  officer. 
Let  us  therefore  be  cautious  in  admitting  tiiat 
though  Gk^at  Britain  has  been  most  sucoessfhL 
that  she  owes  it  to  the  hard,  to  the  iron  hand 
of  impressment.  It  would  not  be  difficult  to 
find  in  her  naval  institutions  other  principles 
to  which  the  mind  would  delight  to  attribute 
her  superiority,  rather  than  that  fi-om  which 
we  cannot  but  turn  in  diignst. 

Mr.  Stow  said  he  should  not  consider  the 
motion  made  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Sstbebt)  as  soing  to  defeat 
the  main  object  of  the  bill,  whien  was  a  liberal 
increase  of  the  navy,  because  he  understood  his 
intention  to  be  to  move  a  larser  number  of 
fHgates  if  the  clause  for  seventy-fours  should  be 
stricken  out.  The  question  then  he  should 
ccmsider  as  simply  whether  it  was  best  at  pres* 
ent  to  build  any  ships-of-the-line,  or  to  confine 
our  exertions  to  frigates  only  ?  He  said  his  own 
opinions  had  leaned  pretty  strongly  to  the  latter 
side  till,  as  a  member  of  the  Navy  Committee, 
he  had  been  led  to  a  more  carefbl  examination 
of  the  subject;  and  he  confessed  that  that  ex- 
amination had  fully  convinced  him  of  the 
utility,  and  he  m^t  say  necessity,  of  buildinff 
some  line-of-battfe  ships.  The  propriety  of 
building  them,  as  well  as  a  proportion  of  lighter 
ships,  grew  out  of  the  different  objects  to  which 
they  were  to  be  applied.  There  could  be  no 
doubt  of  the  superior  advantages  of  frigates  and 
sloops  of  war  when  employed  in  cruising  against 
our  enemy's  commerce,  but  whenever  the  ob» 
lect  is  to  repel  a  powerful  fbrce,  ships-of-the* 
nne  ought  to  be  resorted  to.  They  form  bat- 
teries infinitely  more  effective  in  proportion  to 
their  expense  than  frigates.  To  illustrate  this 
— ^the  cost  of  a  seventy-four  is  less  than  one- 
third  more  than  that  of  a  forty-four  gun  frigate, 
yet  the  force  is  as  three  to  one,  or  according  to 
the  lowest  estimate  I  have  heard,  as  two  to  one. 
This  is  easily  explained  when  we  consider  that 
to  make  a  seventy-four  is  littie  more  than  add- 
ing another  deck  to  a  large  frigate.  It  would 
then  appear  evident,  that  unless  we  resorted  to 
this  kind  of  force,  we  should  fight  our  enemy 
on  the  most  unequal  terms.  She  could  at  any 
time  lay  a  few  heavy  ships  at  the  mouths  of  our 
harbors  and  in  our  narrow  waters,  and  thua 
effectually  destroy  not  only  our  foreign  trade, 
but  what  was  of  infinitely  more  importance,  she 
could  destroy  the  whole  of  our  coasting  trade. 

Further,  siud  Mr.  S.,  knowing  that  we  have 
no  powerful  ships,  she  can  easily  protect  by 
convoy  all  her  valuable  fieets ;  but  if  we  had 
four  diipe-of-the-line  she  would  be  driven  to 
the  enormous  expense  ofcouToying  every  fleet 
of  merchantmen  sailing  to  any  part  of  America 
by  five  or  six  seventy-fours,  or  they  would  be 
exposed  to  capture  by  our  fleet. 

But,  said  Mr.  S.,  it  is  obiected  that  th^  would 
be  blockaded.  This  objection  was  equally  agwnst 
frigates ;  but  he  was  perfectiy  willing  to  put  it 
upon  that  ground,  that  Great  Britain  would  at- 
tempt to  blockade  them.    What  then  would  be 
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the  casef  She  must  employ  six  blookading 
ships,  sapported  at  an  enormoas  expense,  at 
such  a  dist^noe ;  and  as  had  been  fullj  shown 
hy  the  gentleman  from  Soath  Carolina,  (Mr. 
ChevesJ  last  year,  six  more  ships  at  least  must 
be  occupied  in  preparing  and  sailing  to  replace 
the  first  MX — thus  employing  twelve  ships  to 
four.  And  after  all,  the  attempt  to  confine  our 
ships  would  frequently  be  rendered  abortive  by 
storms.  Again,  it  has  been  objected  that  we 
had  no  harbors  south  of  Montauk  Point,  in 
which,  if  pursued,  our  ships  could  take  shelter. 
If  by  this  was  meant  barely  that  we  bad  no 
harbor  .properly  fortified,  he  admitted  it  was 
true ;  and  it  was  also  equally  true  as  applied  to 
pur  heavy  frigates;  but  if  it  was  meant  that 
there  was  no  harbor  in  which  ships  could  enter 
that  was  capable  of  being  properly  defended,  it 
was  eotirely  erroneous.  For  many  such  there 
were,  and  where  sufficient  works  could  be 
erected  in  a  few  months. 

Mr.  S.  said  a  stronff  reason  for  building 
Beventy-foui-s,  and  to  which  he  particularly  re- 
quested the  attention  of  the  committee,  grew 
out  of  the  state  of  our  preparation.  We  have 
timber  tor  four  seventy-fours,  seasoned  «nd 
ready  for  use,  which  could  not  be  applied  to 
frigates,  without  great  lose.  And  this  explained 
the  fact,  that  we  could  build  seventy-fours 
sooner  than  frigates,  unless  the  timber  thus  pro- 
vided shoald  be  cut  up,  which,  after  years  of 
deliberate  preparation  for  seventy-fours,  would 
appear  like  children's  play.  He  said  in  a  case 
of  this  kind,  he  thought  great  respect  was  due 
to  experience.  That  many  years  ago  all  the 
ships  of  war  belonging  to  the  nations  of  Europe 
were  small,  but  that,  without  one  exception, 
they  had  resorted  to  a  certain  proportion  of 
heavy  ships.  From  this  circumstanoe,  as  well 
as  from  the  uniform  opinion  of  our  own  officers^ 
he  inferred  that  these  were  the  most  ooncln^ 
sive  reasons  in  &vor  of  them. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
to  strike  out  the  seventy-fours,  and  negatived. 
The  committee  rose  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 


Fbiday,  December  18. 
Increcue  qf  the  Ndty, 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  increase  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  CuTTS  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
seventy-fours,  with  a  view  to  increase  the  num- 
ber of  frigates  to  be  built  to  ten,  and  to  add  a 
number  of  sloops  of  war. 

Mr.  C.  spoke  at  considerable  length  in  sup- 
port of  his  motion,  and  in  favor  of  frigates  and 
sloops  of  war  in  preference  to  seventy-four  gun 
ships. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
,  the  provision  respecting  seventy-fours,  and  was 
carried — ^for  the  amendment  66,  against  it  68. 

Mr.  CuTTS  moved  an  amendment  authorizing 
the  building  of  ten  ships  of  war,  of  forty-four 


guns,  and  ten  sloops  of  war. — ^Motion  k«t  by  a 
great  majority. 


Monday,  December  21. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Bassstt,  the  petitions  of 
J.  A.  Chevallie,  attornev  of  Amelie  EuMiie  ds 
Beaumarchais,  presented  on  the  24th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1806,  and  2d  of  April,  1806,  together  with 
all  the  documents  concerning  the  said  chuai, 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Encauragemewt  to  Pricatesring  hy  PtMk 
Armed  and  PrwaU  Armed  VemU, 

Mr.  Bassett,  fnm  the  Committee  on  the 
Naval  Establishment,  presented  a  bill  relating 
to  captures ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Wedr 
needay  next.    The  bill  is  as  follows : 

A  Bill  relating  to  captorea. 

Be  it  enactedf  frc^t  That  where  any  ship  or  vend 
in  fhe  service  of  the  United  States  shall  have  e^ 
tared,  or  may  hereafter  captnrei  a  ship  or  vewd  be- 
longing to  an  enemy,  of  equal  or  inferior  forec,  and 
it  ahfl^  become  neceaeaiy  to  destroy  each  prise  to 
prevent  her  falling  into  the  hands  of  tiie  enemy,  or 
for  the  security  or  soch  shq)  or  veaeel  ao  in  the  nr* 
vice  of  tlie  United  States,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
is  hereby  required  to  issue  his  commission  to  ooe  or 
more  fit  person  or  persons,  who,  on  the  best  evidesoa 
that  can  be  procured,  shall  proceed  to  estimate  the 
value  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  prise  as  aforesaid,  ia  die 
port  into  which  the  capturing  vessel  shall  fint  entei^ 
and  make  rotom  on  oath  of  said  estimate  or  Tsloa- 
tion  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Ssa  2.  And  he  k  further  enacUdj  ThattiieSeae- 
taxy  of  the  Navj  shall  thereon  proceed  to  apportioB 
tho  snm,  which  shall  be  equal  to  one>half  the  ssid 
valuation  or  estimate,  as  prize  money,  among  the 
officers  and  crew  making  such  capture,  and  caoss  ^ 
same  to  be  paid  to  them  aooordingly. 

Sna  8.  And  bt  it  faiher  emuled^  That  eadi  cobh 
missioned  officer  shall  receive  dx  dollars  per  day  Ar 
each  day  he  shall  be  employed  in  making  the  afiie- 
said  estimate :  Provided,  HU  compensatioa  shall  ia 
no  case  exceed doHars. 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  UJ^arther  enacted.  That  eTcxy  csp- 
tain  or  commanding  officer  of  any  vessel  in  the  ser- 
vice  of  the  United  States  immediately  on  his  eomag 
into  port,  after  having  captured  a  ship  or  vesnl  vt 
equal  or  superior  force,  shall  make  report  thereof  ts 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  describii^;  paxticalsify 
the  size  and  equipment  of  the  ahip  or  veasel  so  de- 
stroyed, and  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  daaegi 
done  her  in  the  action,  as  also  the  causes  and  iadao»' 
ments  for  destzoyiog  his  priae,  which  report,  in  part; 
shall  be  received  as  evidenoe  by  the  ooounisBoiMn 
aforesaid. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  emieted.  That  the  See»- 
taxy  of  the  Navy  shall  cause  the  aooonnt  of  tfai 
money  so  by  him  ordered  to  be  paid,  to  be  setUed  st 
the  end  of  one  year,  and  all  the  unclaimed  dividends 
be  shall  cause  to  be  paid  over  to  the  Navy  Ho^itd 
Fund. 

Mr.  Bassbtt,  from  the  same  committee^  slso 
presented  a  bill  r^^lating  pensions  to  penon 
on  board  private  armed  amps :  which  was  read 
twice^  and  committed  to  a  Oommittee  of  the 
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Whole  on  Tharoday  next.    The  bill  Ib  as  fol- 
lows: 

A  BiQ  TegoUtiiig  pensions  to  persons  on  board  private 
armed  ships.    . 

Be  U  emcUdy  ^.,  That  the  two  and  a  half  per 
centnm  reserved  in  the  hands  of  the  collectors  and 
consnils  by  the  act  of  June,  eighteen  hnndred  and 
twelve,  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  letters  of  marqne, 
prizeSi  and  prize  goods,"  shall  be  paid  into  the  Treas- 
ury, under  the  hke  rMpiIations  provided  for  other 
public  money,  and  shall  constitote  a  fund  for  the  pur- 
poses of  this  act,  and  soch  other  purposes  as  Con- 
gress may  direct,  for  the  ud  and  comfort  of  the  sea- 
men of  the  United  Statoa 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  Jkriher  enaded.  That  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navrbe  authorized  and  required  to  place 
on  the  pension  list,  under  the  Hke  regulations  and  re- 
strictions as  are  used  in  relation  to  the  Navy  of  the 
tJnitod  States,  axiy  oflker  or  seamen  who,  on  board 
of  any  private  armed  ship  or  vessel,  bearing  a  com- 
mission or  letter  of  marque,  shall  have  been,  in  the 
line  of  duty,  wounded  or  otherwise  disabled ;  if  an 
officer,  allowing  him  one-half  his  monthly  pay  for 
&e  greater  disability,  and  so  in  proportion ;  and  if  a 
seaman,  or  acting  as  a  marine,  the  sum  of  six  dollars 
per  month  for  the  greater  disability,  and  so  in  pro^ 
portion;  winch  several  pensions  shall  be  paid,  by 
direction  of  the  Secretaxy  of  the  Navy,  out  of  the 
fund  above  provided. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  com- 
manding officer  of  every  veesel  having  a  commission, 
or  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  shall  enter  in  his 
journal  the  name  and  rank  of  any  officer,  and  the 
name  of  any  seamen  who,  during  his  cruise,  shall,  in 
the  line  of  his  duty,  have  been  wounded  or  disabled, 
describing  the  manner  and  extent,  as  far  as  praotioa- 
ble,  of  such  wound  or  disability. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  inacted,  That  every  col- 
lector shall  transmit  quarterly  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  a  transcript  of  such  journals  as  may  have  been 
reported  to  him,  so  far  as  they  give  a  list  of  the  offi- 
cers and  crew,  and  the  description  of  wounds  and 
disabilities^  the  better  to  enable  the  Secretary  to  de- 
cide on  claims  for  pensions. 

Dutiei  an  Prioate&r  Priu  €foods. 

Mr.  Ghsvss,  from  the  Cominittee  of  Ways 
and  MeanS)  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  remit  certain  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeit- 
ures, reported  the  same  with  amendments,  the 
principal  one  of  which  is  to  strike  oat  the  words 
^^  and  the  dependencies  thereof"  so  as  to  exclude 
from  the  operation  of  the  bill,  the  cases  of  goods 
broaght  in  from  Canada,  &c. — ^The  bill  was  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  C.  also  introdnced  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means^  to  whom 
were  referred  so  much  of  Uie  petition  of  the  owners 
and  agento  of  sundiy  private  armed  vessels  fitted  out 
of  the  port  of  New  York,  as  prays  the  reduction  of 
the  duties  on  prize  goods,  and  the  petitions  of  sundry 
owners  of  private  armed  vessels  fitted  out  of  the  port 
of  Boston,  and  of  sundry  owners  of  like  vessels  fitted 
out  of  the  ports  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  Yiiginia, 
also  praying  a  reduction  of  the  duties  on  prize  goods, 
report: 

That  a  letter  from  John  Ferguson  and  John  L. 
LaareDoe,  agente  for  the  petitioners  from  New  York, 


and  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  hoth 
addressed  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  and 
which  accompany  this  report,  c6ntain  all  the  facts 
and  views  which  will  probably  be  found  material  in 
the  ezaminalaon  and  consideration  of  this  sul^ject ; 
and  that  this  committee,  having  maturely  considered 
them,  are  of  opinion,  that  a  reduction  of  the  duties 
on  prize  goods,  without  emhracing,  at  the  same  time, 
all  importations  made  in  the  prosecution  of  the  ordi« 
naiy  commerce  of  the  country,  cannot^  consistently 
witn  sound  policy  and  rational  legislation,  be  made, 
and  that  a  geneial  reduction  would  diminish  a  reve- 
nue, where  it  does  not  distress  the  consumer,  and 
would  not  produce  any  material  increase  of  gain  to 
the  captors.  The  committee,  therefore,  recommend 
the  following  resolve  t 

Retdeed^  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioners. 

Locumenfs  r^f  erred  tioi»^  above  report, 

WasBDroTON,  Nov,  28,  1812. 

SiB :  We  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  to  yon,  for 
the  inspection  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
sondxy  papers  connected  with  the  iq>plication  by  the 
owners  of  privateers  in  New  York,  fi)r  a  reduction  of 
duties  on  prize  goods.    They  are  as  follow : 

No.  1,  exhibtto  the  proceeds  of  the  schooner  Venus 
and  cargo,  captured  by  die  privateer  Teaser. 

No.  2,  is  a  statement  of  the  cost  of  the  privateers 
General  Armstrong  and  Governor  Tompkins. 

Na  8,  contains  extracto  of  letters  from  several 
privateer  agents. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  are  (including 
the  acoompanyinff  documente)  in  possession  of  thr%) 
statomente  of  prize  sales,  where  the  property  was, 
in  each  case,  of  a  different  chacacter  from  the  others. 
The  cargo  of  .the  New  Liveipool  consisted  (contrary 
to  our  impressions  vdien  before  the  committee)  alto- 
gether of  wine,  amounting  to  27,959  gallons,  whereon 
the  duty  was  46  cento  per  gallon,  which  consumed 
more  than  one-half  of  the  proceeds  of  vessel  and 
cargo,  and,  connected  with  the  other  charges,  left  the 
owners  of  the  privateer  about  one-sixth  of  the  ctLp- 
tnred  property.  The  Industry  was  laden  with  152 
bhls,  salmon ;  and  the  benevolent  intentions  of  the 
privateersmen  to  restore  to  an  indigent  owner  the 
amount  of  her  loss,  terminated,  in  consequence  of 
the  high  duties  and  charges,  in  an  inabQity  to  present 
her  with  more  than  a  paltiy  sum,  scarcely  worth  her 
acceptance.  The  Venus  had  a  caigo  of  rum,  sugar, 
fruit,  and  preserves,  which  produ<ied  |1 7,687  68,  and 
was  ohamd  with  duties  amounting  to  $8,287  68. 
The  vessel,  being  weU  calculated  for  a  privateer,  was 
bought  in  by  the  captors  for  that  business.  But,  ex- 
perience teaching  them  that  the  profito  of  private 
naval  warfare  are  by  bo  means  equivalent  to  the 
hasard,  they  have  abandoned  that  intention,  and  are 
now  ollbring  the  Venus  for  sale  in  the  public  news- 
papers^ but  cannot  find  a  purchaser. 

We  would  re^MCtfully  suggest  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Ueane  tiiat  great  anxiety  existe  in  New 
York,  tliat  Congress  may  give  the  question  of  a  re- 
duction of  prize  duties  a  qteedy  decision ;  which,  if 
fiivoraUe,  will  revive  the  spirit  and  seal,  now  expiring, 
with  which  privateering  was  undertaken  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war ;  and,  if  unfavorable,  will 
prevent  those  who  have  purchased  vessels  for  warlike 
enterprises,  in  which  they  cannot  now  dispose  of  any 
interest,  from  incurring  losses  accumulated  under 
firnitiess  expectations. 

We  have  taken  the  Uberfy  of  reminding  the  oom- 
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mittee  that  no  naval  force  of  any  efficiency  can  be 
sapported  by  the  GoTemment  but  at  an  expense  far 
greater  than  the  amonnt  of  the  duties  of  which  we 
pray  the  remission ;  and  that  there  is  probably  no 
other  species  of  naVal  armament  half  so  destmctiFe 
as  privateers  to  the  commerce  of  an  enemy. 

The  employment  of  a  great  number  of  experienced 
masters  of  vessels  and  seamen  necessarily  engaged  in 
them,  whose  services  could  not  probably  be  obtained 
in  any  other  way,  and  whose  skill  and  intrepidity 
produce  so  much  honor  to  the  oonntzy,  forms  another 
important  consideration. 

To  these  may  be  added,  that,  in  no  other  way,  can 
the  mercantile  interest  be  so  effectually  united  in  the 
support  and  prosecution  of  the  war,  as  by  ofibring 
inducements  to  the  investments  of  its  otherwise  un- 
employed capital  in  such  enterprises. 

We  are,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  ser- 
vsnts,  JOHN  FERGUSON, 

JOHN  L.  LAWRENCE. 

Hon.  L.  Chxves,  Ckairnum^  (^ 


TxjVBDAT,  December  22. 
Impruonment  of  American  Seamen, 
The  Bpsaxbb  laid  before  the  Hoaae  the  fol- 
lowing Meaeage  from  the  PsisiDEirr  or  thb 
United  States  : 

To  (he  ffouts  qf  Beprneniatiwt  qf  the  United  States  : 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  complying  with  their  reso- 
lution of  the  9th  instant        JAMES  MADISON. 

DxcncBER  21,  1812. 

Dbpabticent  of  State,  Dec,  19, 1812. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  of  the  9th 
instant,  requesting  information  tooching  the  conduct 
of  British  officers  towards  persons  taken  in  American 
anned  ships,  has  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  Pied- 
dent  ihie  accompanying  papers  marked  A,  B,  C,  from 
which  it  appears,  that  oertain  persons,  some  of  whom 
are  said  to  be  native,  and  others  naturalized  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  beuiff  parts  of  the  crews  of  the 
United  States  armed  vessSs  the  '*  NautQus"  and  the 
**  Wasp, "  and  of  the  private  armed  vessel  ibe  "  Sarah 
Ann,"  have  been  seized,  under  the  pretext  of  their 
being  British  snl^jeots,  by  British  officers,  for  the 
avowed  purpose,  as  is  understood,  of  having  them 
brouj^t  to  trial  for  their  livea^  and  that  others,  being 
part  of  the  crew  of  the  Nantilus,  have  been  taken  into 
the  British  service. 

The  Secretary  of  State  begs  leave  also  to  lay  be- 
fore Uie  President  the  papers  marked  D  and  £. 
From  these  it  will  be  seen,  that  whilst  the  British 
naval  officers  airest  as  criminals  such  persons  taken 
on  board  American  armed  vessels  as  mey  may  oon- 
uder  British  subjects,  they  daim  a  right  to  retain  on 
Board  British  ihips  of  war  American  citizens  who 
may  have  married  in  England,  or  been  impressed 
from  on  board  Britldi  merchant  vessels ;  and  that  they 
consider  an  impressed  American,  when  he  is  dis- 
chaiged  from  one  of  theb  ships,  as  a  prisoner  of  wmt. 
AU  which  is  respeotfuUy  submitted. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

(A.) 
Sir  M»  BorUue  Warren  to  Mr,  Monroe, 

Halifax,  Stg^tewher  80, 1812. 
&B  t  Having  reodved  information  that  a  most  nn* 


authorized  act  has  been  committed  by  Commodw 
Rodgers,  in  forcibly  sdzing  twelve  British  wainfni, 
prisoners  of  war,  late  belong^  to  the  Gueixierei,  and 
taking  them  out  of  the  English  cartel  brig  Endeavor 
on  her  passage  down  the  harbor  of  Boston,  after  lliej 
had  been  regulariy  embaiked  on  board  of  her  fbr  aa 
exchange,  agreeable  to  the  anatagements  aettkd  be- 
tween £e  two  countries,  and  that  the  aaid  Britisk 
seamen  so  seized,  are  now  detained  on  board  tfaa 
United  States  frigate  President  as  hostages;  I  leel 
myself  called  upon  to  request^  sir,  your  moet  asrHai 
attention  to  a  measure  so  fraught  inth  misrthirf  and 
inconvenience,  destructive  of  the  good  faith  of  a  &tf 
of  truce  and  the  sacred  protection  of  a  carleL  I 
should  be  extremely  sony  that  the  impmdent  act  d 
any  officer  shodd  invdve  consequences  so  pyrtimlariy 
severe  as  the  present  instance  must  natunuly  pitidBee, 
if  r^ated ;  and  althooj^  it  is  veo^  mack  mj  widi, 
during  the  continuance  of  tiie  difierencaa  erziatiqg 
between  tibe  two  countries,  to  adopt  evoy  moasiua 
that  might  render  the  effisct  of  war  less  ii|pvona,  y«t, 
in  another  point  of  view,  the  conviction  Oi  the  ia$j 
I  owe  my  countiy  would,  in  the  event  of  aiieh  { 
anoes  as  I  have  already  stated  bel^g  < 
admit  of  any  hesitation  in  retaliatoiy  < 
as  I  am  strongly  persuaded  of  the  h^  liberality  of 
your  sentiments,  and  that  the  act  complained  of  has 
originated  entirely  with  the  officer  who  committed  it, 
and  that  it  will  be  as  censurable  in  your  oons^ 
tion  as  it  deserves,  I  rely  jxpaa  yonr  taking  ndb  i 
as  will  prevent  a  reeorrence  of  conduct  so  i 
reprehensible  in  eveiy  shi^ 

I  have  ike  honorto  be,  with  the  highest  < 
tion,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  laithfbl  hnmfalB 
servant,  JOHN  BORLASE  WARREN, 

Admirai  of  the  JRw^  Oowmamder  m  (Mrf,  dbc 

Jambs  Mokbob,  Esq.,  Seeretarj  of  State. 

Mr,  MonnetoSirJokitBoHateWarrm. 
DKPAKiMEsrr  OF  Stack,  OeL  28,  1812L 

Snt:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  yonr  letter 
of  the  80th  September,  oomplaimng  that  Commodore 
Rodgen,  commanding  a  squadron  of  the  United 
States  Navy  at  the  pmt  of  Boston,  had  taken  twelve 
British  seamen,  lately  belonging  to  His  BritasBie 
Mues^s  ship  the  Querriere,  from  a  cartel  ha  the 
harbor  of  Boston,  and  that  he  had  detained  tiiem  on 
boaid  the  President,  a  frigate  of  the  United  State% 
as  hostages. 

I  ai^  mstmcted  to  inform  yon,  that  inqniiy  dfeaS 
be  made  into  the  circumstances  attsn^ng^  and  the 
causes  which  produced  the  act,  of  whadi  yon  cam- 
plain ;  and  that  such  measures  will  be  taken,  on  a 
knowledge  of  them,  as  may  comport  with  tho  ffgfals 
of  both  nations^  and  may  be  proper  in  the  caaa  to 
which  ihej  relate. 

Ibegyou,8ir,  to  be  asMiredtiiat  it  is  the  flBoera 
desire  of  the  President  to  see  (and  to  promote,  ao&r 
as  depends  on  the  United  States)  that  the  war  which 
exists  between  the  two  countries  bo  oondoeted  with 
the  utmost  regard  to  humanity.  I  have  the  bonar 
to  be,  &c,  JAMES  MONROE. 

Sur  JoHK  B.  Wabhbh,  Admiral  qf  tie  Bbs, 
Coamkmder'in-Ckitff  fpc 

(B.) 
Wabbivotoh,  Dec  17,  1812. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  annex  a  Hft  of  twshrs  of 
the  crew  of  the  lato  United  States  sloop  of  warWaq^ 
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detftiiMd  by  Captain  John  Beresford,  of  the  British 
Bfaq»  Poictien,  under  the  pretence  of  their  being 
British  eabjeeta. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  yonr  obe- 
dient servant,  GEORGE  S.  WISE,  Puner, 

Hon.  Paul  CUmLTOH,  Sec'ry  Navy, 

[Here  follow  Beveral  other  documents,  not 
deemed  of  material  importance,  except  the  fol- 
lowing :] . 

(C.) 

ExireuA  of  a  Utter  from  Major  Oeneral  Pmekney  to 

the  Secrttary  of  War,  dated 

Headquartebs,  Charlbstoit, 
November  4,  1812. 

'*  Information  haying  been  given  npon  oath  to 
lientenant  Grandison,  who  at  present  commands  in 
the  Naval  Department  here,  that  six  American  sea- 
men, who  had  been  taken  prisoners  on  board  of  onr 
privateers,  had  been  sent  to  Jamaica  to  be  tried  as 
British  subjects  for  treason,  he  called  npon  the  mar- 
shal to  retain  double  that  number  of  British  seamen 
as  hostages.  The  marshal,  in  consequence  of  in- 
stmctions  from  the  Department  of  State^  asked  mj 
advice  on  the  subject,  and  I  have  given  mj  opinion 
that  tiiey  ought  to  be  detamed  until  the  pleasure  of 
the  Preudent  shall  be  known.  The  testimony  of 
Captain  Moon  is  herewith.  I  hope,  sir,  yon  will 
have  th%  goodness  to  hove  this  business  put  in  the 
proper  train  to  have  the  President's  pleasure  on  this 
sabject  communicated  to  the  marshal." 

The  Message  and  documents  were,  on  mo- 
tion, referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Be- 
liUions. 


WxDKBSDAT,  December  28. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Lonisiana, 
Thomab  Bollino  Bobsbtson,  u)peared,  pro- 
daced  his  credentials,  was  qnalined,  and  took 
his  seat 

Inereate  qf  the  Na/9y, 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  increase  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States,  was  read  a  third  time ; 
and  the  question  being  stated,  *'  Shall  the  biU 
pass?" 

Mr.McEBX  spoke  at  considerable  length 
against  its  passage,  and  concluded  by  moving  to 
postpone  it  to  Monday,  with  a  view  to  obtain- 
ing farther  information  on  the  subject  of  the 
materials,  ko* 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  supported  by 
ICr.  Ajhgsov  and  Mr.  Seybbrt,  and  opposed  by 
Mr.  MiLNOB,  Mr.  Bassktt,  and  Mr.  Widgbbt. 
The  votes  were  for  postponement  61,  against 
it  78. 

So  the  motion  was  lost. 

The  qu€MBtion  recurring  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill, 

Mr.  PonxB  said,  as  he  represented  a  commer- 
cial States  and  his  con^itaents  at  preseift  were 
Tery  anxious  for  a  navy,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to 
assign  his  reasons  for  the  vote  he  was  about  to 
g^ve.  He  said,  when  be  saw  his  political  friends, 
with  only  one  exception,  in  favor  of  the  bill 
under  consideration,  and  the  anxious  solicitude 
of  the  gentleman  on  the  other  side  oi  the  House 
Vol.  IV.— 89 


for  its  fate,  he  felt  himself  much  embarrassed; 
but  while  he  was  by  his  feelings  at  times  almost 
impelled  to  vote  in  its  favor,  his  judgment  com- 
pelled him  to  vote  against  it 

Mr.  P.  said  his  objections  to  a  navy  were  that 
it  would  cost  more  wan  ever  it  would  be  worth 
to  the  nation ;  that  we  could  not  buUd,  man, 
and  support  the  sl)ips  contemplated,  in  addition 
to  our  present  establishment,  without  resorting 
to  the  same  means  for  their  support  as  other 
maritime  nations  had  done;  that  it  must  be 
supported  by  impression  or  oppression;  we 
must  either  impress  our  citizens  to  man  onr 
Navy,  and  compel  them  to  serve  against  their 
wiUs  for  almost  nothing,  or  oppress  the  nation 
with  taxes  not  to  be  endured,  to  enable  the 
Qovemment  to  give  such  wages  as  would  in- 
duce our  seamen  to  enter  voluntarily  into  our 
service.  He  said  it  had  been  observed  by  the 
friends  of  the  bill,  and  particularly  by  his  friend 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  MiuroB,)  that  the 
Navy  was  at  this  time  very  popular  with  all 
parties,  in  this  House  and  the  nation ;  that  they 
had  done  honor  to  themselves  and  to  their 
country,  while  our  army  had,  in  almost  every 
instance,  been  defeated  and  disgraced.  Mr.  P. 
said  we  had  been  very  unfortunate  in  the  selec- 
tion of  some  of  our  commanding  officers,  who 
had,  as  it  would  seem,  been  anpointed  more  be- 
cause they  wanted  office,  than  because  they  were 
qualified  tor  it ;  some  of  them  were  too  old,  and 
others  too  young ;  but  lie  believed  we  had  as  good 
officers  in  our  .^jmy  as  we  had  in  the  Navy,  and 
whenever  the  time  should  arrive  that  would 
afifbrd  them  a  fair  opportunity,  that  they  would 
equally  distinguish  themselves* 

Mr.  P.  said  there  was  a  kind  of  popular  delu- 
sion at  this  time  about  a  Navy,  that  he  found 
difficult  to  oppose.  He  said  it  was  at  least  popu- 
lar with  all  those  who  expected  to  make  money 
out  of  it,  and  with  many  from  the  most  honor- 
able motives.  But  he  believed,  when  the  pecH 
pie,  who  were  to  pay  all,  and  receive  nothing, 
oome  to  see  that  we  had  spent  for  them  the  last 
year  upwards  of  twenty  millions  of  dollars, 
and  that  notwithstanding  all  the  moneys  we 
had  received,  by  double  duties,  and  otherwise, 
that  we  had  increased  the  national  debt,  in  that 
year,  ten  millions  six  hundred  thousand  dollars^ 
and  that  we  want,  for  the  expenses  of  the  pres- 
ent year,  agreeably  to  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  $81,926,000,  exclusive 
of  the  expense  oi  the  contemplated  increase  of 
our  Navy,  and  for  losses  and  war  contingencies 
— ^that  when  they  should  put  those  sums  to-^ 

§  ether,  and  apportion  them  to  the  several 
tates,  agreeable  to  the  constitution,  and  see- 
that  but  few  individuals,  and  not  many  States^ 
would  have  personal  property  sufficient  to  pay 
their  proportions — ^that  this  delusion  as  to  thoee- 
wlio  nave  eventually  all  this  money  to  pay 
would  at  least  vanish. 

It  was  likewise  said  that  the  spirit  of  the- 
nation  demanded  this  increase  of  our  Navy. 
He  rem^nbered  very  well  that  it  was  so  said  gd» 
a  former  oooasi<»i,  and  liiat  the  finger  of  Heaven. 
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pointed  to  war,  bnt  it  was  very  soon  found  that 
the  finger  of  the  people  pointed  to  peace.  It 
was  then  said,  as  it  is  now  said,  that  we  were  a 
divided  people,  and  it  was  necessary  to  con- 
vince foreign  nations  that  we  would  support  our 
own  Government.  The  then  Executive  was 
addressed  from'  all  parts  of  the  United  States, 
with  pledges  of  life,  fortune,  and  sacred  honor, 
in  support  of  what  he  had  done,  or  should  do. 
This  was  intended  to  correct  the  error  abroad 
as  to  our  being  a  divided  people,  and  for  no 
other  purpose.  Its  object  was  entirely  misun- 
derstood by  the  then  President  He  thought 
they  were  uneasy  and  wanted  something  to 
steady  them.  An  army  was  nused^  and  taxes 
laid  for  their  benefit;— a  navy  was  provided 
which  did  honor  to  themselves  and  the  nation, 
that  protected  our  commerce,  and  caused  our 
ftBig  to  be  respected  in  every  sea,  in  consequence 
of  which  our  revenue  continued  to  increase, 
notwithstanding  all  the  depredations  com- 
mitted on  our  commerce,  and  the  nation 
appeared  to  be  prosperous  and  happy;  but 
when  the  people  were  called  upon  to  test 
the  sincerity  of  their  pledges  and  promises,  by 
the  payment  of  a  tax  of  only  two  millions  of 
dollars,  they  said  they  had  been  entirely  misun- 
derstood, that  those  pledges  were  intended  to 
have  an  influence  abroad,  and  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  trouble  at  home,  and  that  they  would 
not  pay  taxes  to  support  a  navy  or  army ;  and, 
the  first  opportunity  they  had,  they  changed  the 
Administration.  If  they  would  not  then  pay 
two  millions  of  dollars,  to  support  that  Admin- 
istradon,  can  they  be  expected  to  pay  nearly 
fifty  millions  for  the  support  of  this,  for  the 
same  purposes  ? 

Mr.  P.  said  this  Administration,  during  the 
last  session  of  Oongress^  was  addressed  from  all 
parts  of  the  Union,  and  from  many  of  the  States 
in  their  legislative  capacities,  promising  to  sup- 
port them  with  their  lives,  fortunes,  and  sacred 
honors,  in  common  form.  This  perhaps  was  to 
have  its  influence  abroad.  The  Administration, 
believiDg  them  sincere,  have  been  induced  to 
declare  war,  and  are  left  to  carry  it  on  without 
money.  They  find  that  those  pledges  and 
promises  cost  bnt  little,  and  are  worth  nothing; 
and  the  consequence  will  be,  that  when  the 
people  are  called  upon  to  pay  those  enormous 
expenses,  the  present  Administration  will  share 
the  same  fate  from  them  as  the  former  did. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
OuTTs)  said  the  expense  of  this  Navy  would 
swamp  the  present,  as  it  had  done  a  forfner 
Administration ;  that,  Mr.  P.  siud,  was  a  busi- 
ness of  their  own;  it  was  no  concern  of  his ;  but 
if  with  their  means  they  could  not  manage  the 
a£Eairs  of  the  nation,  with  their  present  experi- 
ence, having  seen  the  rock  on  which  a  former 
Administration  split,  they  would  richly  deserve 
it ;  his  only  object  was  to  keep  his  constituents 
£N)m  being  mired  down  with  debt  and  taxes. 

Many  gentlemen  support  this  bill  upon  the 
principle  that  this  settles  the  question ;  that  we 
are  to  become  a  great  naval  power^  and  to  have 


a  permanent  Naval  Establishment;  to  this  Mr. 
P.  said  he  objected  for  the  reasons  he  had  as- 
signed ;  he  said  he  had  found  mankind  much 
the  same :  give  them  power,  and  they  would 
not  only  use,  but  abuse  it— give  them  money, 
and  they  will  spend  it,  and  want  to  borrow ; 
and,  he  said,  if  an  Administration  like  the  pres- 
ent, without  money,  without  an  army,  or  navy, 
would  plunge  this  country  so  unprepared  into  a 
war,  and  continue  it  for  the  present  existing 
cause,  and  extend  their  views  of  conquest  to  the 
Floridas,  the  Ganadas,  Quebec,  Halifax,  and 
Nova  Scotia,  whenever  they  ^ould  have  money, 
an  army,  and  ships ;  the  next  thing  they  would 
want  colonies,  as  other  nations  had  done,  and 
that  Bermuda  and  New  Proyidence  would  be  in 
our  way;  and  we  must  have  Jamuca  to  get 
good  rum  and  sugar.  And  instead  of  thb  ooob- 
try  enjoying  peace,  which  is  above  all  things  tbs 
most  desirable,  we  should  be  involved  like  other 
nations  in  perpetual  war. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  till  to-morrow. — ^LosL 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Medal  to  Commodore  Preble^  Se, 
The  following  Message  was  received  fh>m  the 
Pbbsidsnt  of  ths  United  States  :  • 
To  the  Bouse  of  liqfre$eniativn  of  the  Umied  Statm: 
I  transmit  to  the  Hoose  of  Representatives  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  complying  with  tbdr 
resolution  of  the  16lh  instant 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Decsmbkb  28,  1812. 

The  following  is  the  report  referred  to  in  the 
above  Message : 

Navy  DEPAimfEirr,  Dec.  21,  1612. 

Sm :  On  the  subject  of  the  resolution  of  the  honor- 
able the  House  of  li^presentativefl,  of  the  16th  instao^ 
I  have  the  honor  to  state,  that,  in  pursiiaDoe  at  the 
lesolotion  of  Congress  of  the  8d  March,  1 805,  a  g^ 
medal,  emblematical  of  the  attacks  on  the  town,  bat> 
teries  and  naval  force,  of  Tripoli,  by  the  squadron  wi- 
der Commodore  Prehle's  commaml,  was  presented  to 
Commodore  Preble,  in  the  manner  stated  in  the  en- 
dose^  letter,  dated  May  17,  1806:  That  ooe  month*! 
pay  was  allowed,  *'  excloaive  of  the  common  aOowanoe, 
to  all  the  petty  ofiBcera,  seamen,  and  marine^  of  the 
squadron,  who  so  gloriooaly  snppoited  the  honor  of 
the  American  flag,  nnder  the  orders  of  their  gallant 
commander,  in  the  several  attacks : "  That  no  sirord 
has  been  presented  to  either  of  the  commisBoned 
officers  or  midshipmen,  who  distingnished  themselTes 
in  tiie  several  attacks :  And  that  it  is  not  known  to 
this  Department  that  there  ever  was  made  by  Con- 
gress a  specifio  appropriation  of  t20»000  for  the  par- 
pose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  resolution  referred  ta. 

With  respect  to  that  part  of  the  resdatinn  which 
requests  the  President  to  cause  a  sword  to  be  preeesfr- 
ed  to  each  of  the  commissioned  officers  and  midship- 
men wbo  distinguiahed  themselves,  it  is  premmed 
that  the  President  saw  what  to  his  mind  appeared 
difficulties  of  great  delicacy,  from  the  pecoliar  lan- 
guage of  the  resolution.  By  the  resolntion,  he  was 
requested  to  present  swords  to  such  only  as  had  dis- 
tingnished  themselves ;  and  all  having  been  lepneaent- 
ed  to  him  as  having  acted  gloriously,  be  coM  not 
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in  justice  draw  with  precinoii  a  line  of  diacrimination. 
He  felt,  it  is  presomed,  a  repugnance  to  the  making 
of  a  selection,  which,  hy  implication,  would  necessa- 
rily have  cast  an  unmerited  reproach  upon  all  not 
therein  included.  A  degradation  of  that  kind  might 
hare  greatly  inju!ed  the  serrice,  and  could  not  possi*- 
hly  have  been  grateful  to  the  honorable  feelings  of 
liie  favored  officers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect^ 
year  obedient  servant,  PAUL  HAMILTON. 

To  the  PSBSIDKHT. 

Nayt  DBPAsnocHT,  Ma^  17,  1812. 

Sib  :  In  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  of 
flie  8d  March,  1805,  requesting  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  cause  a  gold  medal  to  be  struck, 
emblematical  of  the  attacks  on  th^  town,  batteries, 
and  naval  force,  of  Tripoli,  by  the  squadron  under 
your  command,  and, to  present  it  to  you  in  such  man- 
ner as  in  his  opinion  would  be  mostnonoraUe  to  yon, 
the  medal,  which  wQl  herewith  be  delivered  to  you 
by  Lieutenant  Jones,  has  been  struck.  Ton  will  re- 
ceive it,  sir,  as  a  testimony  of  your  country's  estima- 
tion of  the  important  and  honorable  services  render- 
ed by  you;  and  you  will  be  pleased  to  accept  an 
asRurance  of  die  great  pleasure  I  liave  in  the  honor 
of  presenting  it  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  or, 
your  most  obedient  servant,  ^  R.  SMITH. 

To  Com.  Edwabd  Prkblb. 

From  the  records  of  ihe  Navy  Department 

PAUL  HAMILTON. 

After  acme  conversation  as  to  the  proper 
course  for  this  business  to  take,  it  was  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  seven  mem- 
bers, to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

M.  QuiNCT,  Mr.  Kanoolph,  Mr.  Roans,  Mr 
LiAOOOK,  Mr.  Tboup,  Mr.  Emott,  and  Mr.  Bms- 
iiooB,  were  appointed  the  committee. 


may  become  due  thereafter  shall  be  paid  at  the  dav 
on  which  the  time,  aocordinff  to  existing  laws,  shafl 
expire  for  making  payment." 

Considerable  desultory  debate  took  place  on 
these  propositions ;  but  the  committee  rose  with- 
out coming  to  any  dedsion  thereon,  and  obtain- 
ed leave  to  sit  again. 


Monday;  December  28. 

Public  Lands — Cash  System  and  £eduetion  of 

Price. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  .on 
the  Public  Lands,  made  on  the  second  instant, 
respecting  an  extension  of  the  time  limited  by 
law  for  the  payment  of  lands  purchased  of  the 
United  States. 

The  report  concludes  with  the  following  reso- 
lutions, the  adoption  of  which  the  committee 
recommend : 

*'  Betolved,  That  such  part  of  the  laws  for  the  sale 
of  public  lands  as  aUow  a  credit  on  part  of  the  pur- 
chase money,  be  repealed;  and  that  the  price  at 
whioh  lands  shall  be  offered  in  fntnre  shall  be  one 
dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  ncm, 

**  Raolvedj  That  in  future  sales  a  portion  of  the 
public  lands  be  oflbred  in  tracts  of  eighty  acres. 

*'  Rewolved^  That  two  years  be  given  in  addition  to 
the  time  allowed  by  law  to  the  purchasers  of  public 
lands,  whose  time  of  payment  shall  have  or  may 
expire  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Januaiy,  1814,  on 
eondition  that  all  the  interest  that  has  accrued  or 
may  accrue  on  or  before  the  18th  day  of  March 
next,  shall  be  paid  at  that  day,  and  the  interest  that 


TuESDAT,  December  29. 
Additional  Military  Farce. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
tlie  Whole  on  the  bill  ^^supplementary  to  the 
act  for  the  more  perfect  organization  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States^"  fluod  on  the  bill  "  in 
addition  to  the  act  for  raising  an  additional  mili- 
tary force." 

The  bills  having  been  read  through,  a  motion 
was  made  by  Mr.  David  R.  Wiluamb  to  fill  the 
blanks  in  the  first  bill,  for  the  amont  of  bounty,         i 
&c.,  and  the  question  having  been  stated — 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  said,  the  embarrassment 
which  he  felt  on  the  present  occasion,  was  not  of 
an  ordinary  kind ;  he  was  so  solemnly  impressed 
with  the  importance  of  the  subject  before  the 
committee,  he  was  fearful  its  success  might,  in 
some  degree,  depend  on  his  efforts  to  sustain  it ; 
and,  feeling  that  the  interest,  perhaps  the  char- 
acter of  his  country,  might  be  committed  by  the 
decision,  he  was  humbled  that  its  cause  could 
not  by  him  he  more  ably  supported.  He  felt, 
however,  some  confidence  from  the  circumstance 
that  the  Military  Committee  was  entitled  to  the 
candor  of  the  House,  because  it  had  not  present- 
ed mere  fragments,  to  be  acted  on  in  detail,  but 
a  system  on  which  to  rest  the  future  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war.  An  explanation  of  its  merits, 
from  the  relation  in  which  he  stood  to  that 
committee,  was  probably  expected  of  him. 

Without  going  back  to  the  unavoidable  and 
just  causes  of  the  war  in  whioh  we  were  en- 
gaged, he  would  presume  it  was  the  object  of 
all  to  terminate  it  successfully,  and  that  there 
now  remained  no  other  mode  than  to  c^  into 
the  field  a  force  adequate  to  the  command  of 
every  honorable  object.  The  force  was  abun- 
dant throughout  the  community,  to  secure,  if 
directed  with  skill,  spirit  and  enterprise,  our 
defence  everywhere ;  and,  by^ffence,  to  make 
the  enemy  feel  it  had  become  his  interest  to 
abstain  from  plunder  and  oppression. 

The  character  of  our  Government  had  been 
so  depressed  in  Europe,  not  more  by  foreign 
than  domestic  misrepresentation,  as  much  even 
within  these  walls  as  without  them,  it  had  be- 
come necessary  to  make  war  to  place  our  backs 
against  the  wall  and  prove  to  European  maraud- 
ers there  is  a  point  beyond  which  we  will  not 
recede.  This  good  the  war  has  accomplished ; 
but  it  has  become  more  than  ever  necessary  to 
prove  that  we  will  not  only  declare  war,  but  can 
prosecute  it  with  energy  and  courageous  enter- 
prise. The  honor,  the  character  of  the  nation, 
require  that  the  British  power  on  our  borders 
I  shaU  be  demolished  in  the  next  campaign — ^her 
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American  proyincee  onoe  wrested  from  her, 
every  attempt  to  recover  them  wiH  be  chimeri- 
cal, except  through  negotiation.  The  road  to 
peace  then  lies  tlu'oiigh  Canada.  When  we  shall 
once  be  in  possession  of  it,  peace,  honorable 
peace,  the  sole  object  of  us  all,  is  secured.  But 
some  gentlemen  affect  a  sympathy  for  the 
Oanadiaos— why,  say  they,  will  you  make  war 
on  them?  They  have  not  injured  us.  Nor, 
sir,  has  the  British  tar  injured  us,  although 
he  is  the  instrument  of  plunder  and  im- 
pressment. It  is  to  conquer  the  sovereignty 
of  the  soil,  to  raze  the  British  power,  to  reacn, 
by  such  means,  her  profligate  and  unjust  minis- 
try, that  war  is  waged  at  all — the  unarmed  will 
never  fall  on  American  bayonets;  it  is  not 
against  the  people  of  either  Canada  or  Great ' 
Britain,  but  against  the  English  subject  in  arms, 
that  the  war  is  directed.  By  physical  force 
then  alone  can  we  proceed. 

Having  shown  the  necessity  of  augmenting 
the  regular  forces,  it  was  equally  material  to 
provide  for  filling  the  ranks,  and  for  keeping 
them  at  their  full  complement  when  filled.  With 
this  view  was  the  1st  section  introduced.  The 
greatest  evil,  incident  to  the  recruiting  service, 
results  from  the  number  of  persons  to  whom  the 
public  money  was  necessarily  distributed;  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  persons  with  whom 
it  is  intrusted,  will  be  its  misapplication.  To 
remedy  this  it  is  proposed  to  appoint  officers  to 
each  regiment,  for  that  particular  purpose,  in 
no  way  different  from  those  already  appointed, 
who  shall  be  employed  in  recruiting  for  their 
respective  regiments;  these  to  be  under  the 
order  of  a  migor,  who  shall  receive  and  be 
accountable  for  the  issue  of  money  and  clothes 
for  that  service.  The  ranks  filled,  the  presence 
of  all  the  officers  on  the  present  establishment 
will  be  indispensable,  as  in  our  service  the  pro- 
portion of  privates  to  the  officers  is  greater  thui 
in  any  other  service  whatever.  The  new  or- 
ganization which  was  given  to  the  Army  at  the 
last  session  increased  the  number  of  privates  in 
each  company,  without  a  corresponding  increase 
of  officers.  Ii  two  lieutenants  were  necessary 
in  a  company,  for  the  purpose  of  discipline  and 
recruiting,  when  it  consisted  of  only  ^ty-four 
privates,  assuredly  three  are  as  much  so  now  it 
is  raised  to  ninety.  The  recruits,  as  fiast  as  they 
are  enlisted,  may  be  concentrated  under  the  eye 
of  the  migor,  where  thev  may  be  exercised  and 
drilled,  so  that  when  he  joins  the  regiment 
they  will  be  qualified  to  enter  l^e  ramcs  ana 
face  the  enemy. 

One  other  objection  he  could  anticipate — per- 
haps those  who  can  sneer  at  the  disasters  and 
misfortunes  of  the  late  campaign  may  object  that 
there  is  no  encouragement  to  vote  additional 
forces,  seeing  those  which  have  been  already, 
raised  have  been  so  illy  employed.  It  becomes 
ns  all  to  be  equally  faithful  to  our  country, 
whether  her  arms  are  victorious  or  not ;  it  is  in 
times  of  discomfiture  that  the  patriot^s  resolu- 
tion and  virtues  are  most  needed.  It  is  no  mat- 
ter by  what  party  names  we  are  distinguished ; 


this  is  our  country — ^we  are  children  rf  the  saoM 
family,  and  ought  to  be  brothers  in  a  comnun 
cause.  The  misfortune  which  befiills  od«  por- 
tion, should  sii^  deep  in  the  hearts  of  the  othen 
also.  What  misfortune  so  great  as  the  loss  of 
character?  If  we  shall  Ibrget  our  impitieooa 
under  disgrace,  and  look  back  on  the  events  tiuit 
have  passed,  with  only  as  much  oandor  as  be- 
comes us,  this  otgeotion  must  vanish.  Under  the 
circumstances  in  which  it  found  itsdC  withoat 
experience,  either  in  itself  or  others  to  gmde  it, 
Administration  ought  not  to  be  o^isnred  for 
the  bad  military  af^intmenfs  it  may  hire 
made,  however  much  it  may  deserve,  if  it  shal 
retain  men  in  employ,  when  found  incapable  to 
discharge  the  duties  intrusted  to  him.  He  wy 
fearless  of  contradiction  in  declaring,  all  our  &- 
asters  i^rung  from  a  cause  which  no  man  in  the 
nation  could  have  anticipated.  It  was  next  to 
imposfdble  any  human  being  could  have  fore- 
seen, much  lesd  provided  against  it  It  was  with 
pain  and  reluctance  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  q)eik 
of  an  officer  fallen  and  disgraced ;  he  wished  h» 
could  discover  any  cause  for  the  surrender  of 
Detroit,  less  heinous  than  treachery  or  eoiwd- 
ioe— between  them  he  saw  nothing  to  ehooee. 
Justice  will  hereafter,  if ^  party  heat  denies  it 
now,  pronounce  the  plan  of  the  campaigQ,  is 
intrusted  to  General  Hull,  easy  to  be  iccom- 
plished  and  judicious  in  its  objeds.  The  com- 
mandant was  furnished  with  every  metna 
necessary  for  success — with  money,  men,  pro- 
TinoDS,  and  munitions  of  war,  in  abimdBmee. 
What  better  mode  eonld  have  been  adopted,  to 
prevent  Indian  hostility  and  intercept  Ikitisb 
supplies  of  the  instruments  of  massacre?  13iit 
your  army  had  not  been  protected  beyond  tbs 
point  with  which  communicaiaons  coold  btve 
been  maintained,  is  evident  firom  the  ereats 
which  followed.  What  was  there  to  marflv- 
cess  ?  The  commandant  at  Maiden  needed  only 
an  apology  to  surrender  I  What  if  the  other 
Hull  had  commanded?  Every  thing  woold  have 
fallen  before  him— great  science  was  not  neo» 
sary ;  courage  and  fiutiiftilneas  would  ha?e  a^ 
compliahed  every  thing.  A  train  of  heavv  artil- 
lery was  not  required  to  batter  a  breach  for  the 
assault ;  it  was  not  necessary  to  fire  a  m^ 
gun — not  a  cartridge  need  have  been  expended 
— ^the  bayonet  alone  was  adequate  to  have  taka 
Maiden  at  any  hour  from  the  moment  the  Ame^ 
ican  army  creased  into  Canada,  till  its  moA 
shameful  retreat  The  fort  was  not  enclosed-- 
one  entire  side  was  open  to  assault  Yea,  ar, 
had  the  brave  HuU,  who  bore  your  ^^Uiunder 
on  the  mountain  wave,"  directed  the  valor  of 
the  army,  he  would  have  ponred  the  storm  of 
victory  resistless  on  the  foe.  This  blaek  deed, 
without  a  battle,  was  consammated  in  the 
ioliciUnu  surrender  oi  the  brave  corps  whkh 
were  hastening  to  his  relief;  these,  too,  were 
arrested  and  thrown  back  on  the  commnnity, 
leaving  the  whole  Western  fit>ntier  exposed  to 
savAge  inroad.  Hence  aU  our  misfortases! 
After  this,  will  it  be  contended  that  the  acci- 
dental appointment  of  an  improper  agent  shall 
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caofle  a  refiisal  of  the  force  neoesaary  to  drag  our 
drowned  honor  up  from  the  ocean  of  infamy 
into  whidi  it  has  been  plunged  9  Impossible  I 
Economy  of  life  and  treasure  call  for  a  yigorous 
campaign-  away  with  lifeless  expedients ;  mis- 
erable inertness  must  be  banished — ^zeal  and 
energy  must  be  infosed  everywhere.  One  pro- 
tracted campaign  will  cost  twenty-fold  more 
than  the  expenditure  now  asked  for.  Let  this 
be  the  signal  for  resolution — ^the  first  evidence 
of  energetic  policy.  Let  as  suppose  ourselves 
leading  the  forlcmi  hope,  and  assume  the  spirit 
and  vigor  characteristic  of  such  an  enterprise — 
the  army  will  feel  it— the  people  will  fed 
it-^saster  and  disgrace  will  then  disappear. 
It  is  to  save  the  public  treasure — the  peopIe^s 
blood ;  it  is  for  the  reclamation  of  character,  I 
ask  for  high  bounties  and  premiums;  and,  so 
asking,  I  hope  not  to  be  denied. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  filling  the 
several  blanks  in  the  first  bill,  and  carried. 

Mr*H.  Olat  congratulated  the  committee  and 
the  nation  on  the  system  which  had  been  pre- 
sented to  their  consideration,  and  the  prospect 
of  prosecuting  the  next  campaign  with  a  vigor 
which  should  insure  a  suooes^  result  He 
rose  at  this  time,  however,  to  propose  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill,  the  object  of  which  was  to  re- 
peal w}  much  of  former  laws  as  authorizes  a 
bounty  of  land  to  the  recruits.  He  was  satisfied 
that,  as  respected  the  nation,  this  was  a  waste 
of  its  capital,  without  producing  a  single  provi- 
dent result.  As  to  the  recruiting  service,  he 
was  convinced,  from  what  he  had  heard,  that  it 
added  scarcely  any  inducement  to  the  recruit — 
that  it  had  not  added  a  hundred  men  to  the 
army..  He  confessed  he  had  been  much  mis- 
taken as  to  the  effect  it  had  been  expected  to 
produce,  ^.  Mr.  0.  added  many  remarks 
going  to  support  his  positions,  stating,  among 
other  things,  that  the  land  would  in  the  end  get 
into  the  hands  of  soecnlatora,  and  the  individu- 
als for  whose  benent  it  was  intended  would  de- 
rive no  advantage  from  it.  Now  that  it  was 
proposed  to  increase  the  bounty  in  money,  he 
thought  it  would  be  a  proper  occasion  to  repeal 
80  much  of  the  existing  laws  as  allowed  a  bounty 
in  land,  on  which  the  recruits  set  generally  as 
much  value  as  if  it  were  located  in  the  moon. 
Mr.  G.  concluded  by  making  $i  motidn  to  that 
eflfect 

Mr.  Tboup  and  Mr.  Bibb  stated  objections  to 
the  motion,  as  going  to  withdraw  what  was  cer- 
tainly, in  many  parts  of  the  country,  an  induce- 
ment to  enlistments,  at  a  time  when  every 
means  ought  to  be  called  into  action  for  the 
purpose  or  filling  the  ranks  of  the  army. 

Mr.  Gift's  motion  was  then  agreed  to  by  the 
committee. 

The  other  bill  before  the  committee,  going  to 
authorize  the  raising  an  additional  force  of 
twenty  thousand  men  for  one  year,  was  then 
taken  up,  and  the  blanks  therein  severally  filled. 

Mr.  PiTKor,  adverting  to  the  provision  of  the 
bill  which  gives  the  appointment  of  officers  be- 
low the  rank  of  colonel  to  the  President  alone. 


inquired  the  reasons  why,  contrarv  to  the  gen- 
eral usage,  the  Senate  were  precluded  from  con- 
currence in  these  appointments  9 

Mr.  WnjLiAMB  stated  that  the  motive  of  the 
committee  in  proposing  this  provision  was.  to 
avoid  the  delay  incidental  to  the  minor  appoint- 
ments, which  could  be  much  more  easUy  and 
effectually  made  by  the  colonels  of  the  regiments, 
respectively,  who  would  be  personally  acquaint- 
ed with,  and  responsible  for,  the  good  conduct 
of  those  who  were  i4>poiDted. 

'Mr.  Tallmadob  moved  to  strike  out  the  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  which  directs  the  manner  in 
which  the  company  officers  shall  be  appointed. 
He  said  he  had  hoped  that  the  committee  would 
have  risen  and  given  at  least  one  day  for  con- 
sideration; that  they  would  have  matur^ 
weighed  and  deliberately  made  up  their  minds 
on  Ihis  question.  It  is  true  that,  in  1796,  there 
was  a  power  given  to  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  appoint  all  officers  for  ten  thou- 
sand men  under  the  rank  of  field  officers;  but 
the  appointment  of  all  field  officers  was  retained 
to  the  President  and  Senate.  Mr.  T.  said  he 
knew  how  perfectly  easy  it  was  to  go  on  step 
by  step,  and  yield  power  till  it  all  pasised  out  of 
our  hands.  The  argument  now  is  a  plea  of 
urgency.  What  was  the  ease  in  1798?  Not 
the  same  as  now.  Congress  had  been  making 
preparations  on  the  contingency  of  war.  The 
language  of  the  law  which  has  been  referred  to 
is  to  this  effect :  in  case  of  war  being  declared 
by  any  foreign  power,  or  the  count^  actually 
invaded,  then  the  President  shall  have  the 
power  of  appointing  these  officers.  Bu<^  a  pro- 
vision was  very  different  from  that  now  pro- 
posed. Mr.  T.  was  also  opposed  to  this  section 
m  the  bill,  because  he  would  not  pass  a  bill 
going,  as  &r  as  in  the  power  of  this  House,  to 
take  away  the  power  of  appointment  from  the 
Senate.  It  was  a  disrespect  he  would  not  offer 
to  them,  to  call  upon  them  to  ratify  a  law  de- 
nriving  themselves  of  a  power  they  have  uni* 
formly  possessed  and  exercised. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr,  Taixuadox'b 
motion  to  strike  out  the  section,  and  lost 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  two 
bills  and  the  House  adjourned. 


WxDSBSBAT,  December  80. 
Additional  Military  Force. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  engrossment 
of  the  bill  for  a  third  reading,  and  pa^ed  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  70,  nays  87,  as  follows : 

Yeas.— Wniia  Alston,  jr.,  Stevenson  Archer,  Daniel 
Aveiy,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  William  Barnett, 
Bnrwell  Basaett,  William  W.  Bibb,  William  Black- 
ledge,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Bnrwell,  William 
Butler,  John  C.  Calbonn,  Francis  Carr,  Laxigdon 
Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran.  John  Clop- 
ton,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Catta,  Roger  Davu, 
Joseph  Desha,  Samnel  Dinsmoor,  Ellas  Earle,  William 
Findlay,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Charles 
Ooldsboroogh,  Isaiah  L.  Qreen,  Felix  Gnmdy,  Boi- 
ling Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Haiper,  Aylett  Hawei, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


614 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H.  w  R.] 


AMUimal  MiHtarf  .Area. 


[X 


181S. 


John  M.  Hjneman,  Joieph  Kent,  Willism  R.  Emgi 
Abner  Lacdck,  Peter  Little,  Aaron  Ljrle,  Nalibaniel 
Macon,  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samnel 
MoKee,  Samnel  L.  MitchiU,  Jeremiah  Moirow,  An- 
thony New,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel 
Pickens,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Wil- 
liam M.  Richardson,  Thomas  B.  Robertson,  John 
Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Snge, 
Thos.  SammoDs,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Geoxge 
Smith,  John  Taliaferro,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup, 
Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Wil- 
liams, William  Widgeiy,  and  Richard  Wynn. 

Nats. — John  Baker,  Abgah  Bigelow,  Harmanus 
Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah 
Brigham,,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chitten- 
den, John  Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott, 
Thos.  R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  Jacob  Hnfty,  Richard 
JaoksoD,  jr.,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph,  Lewis,  jr.,  Geoige 
C.  Maxwell,  Archibald  McBryde,  Jonathan  0.  Mose- 
ly,  Thos.  Newbold,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkm, 
Jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qulncy,  John  Ran- 
'dolph,  William  Reed,  Henxy  M.  Ridgely,  William 
Rodman,  Daniel  Sheffey,  R.  chard  Stanford,  Lewis  B. 
Sturgesy  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Labau  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and  T)iomas  Wil- 
son. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engroesed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  Honse  then  proceeded  to  the  considera^ 
tlon  ot  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  oUier  bill  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee, entitled  '*  A  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to 
raise  an  additional  military  force,  and  for  other 
pnrposes  " — ^the  first  section  of  which  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

Be  it  enacted^  cfrc.  That,  in  addition  to  the  present 
Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States,  there  be 
raised  twenty  regiments  of  infantry,  to  be  enlisted  for 
the  term  of  one  year,  unless  sooner  diaohazged. 

[The  remainder  of  the  bill  is  mere  detail ;  the 
bounty  on  enlistment  sixteen  dollars.] 

Mr.  Gold  said  this  was  a  bill  involving  qaes- 
tions  of  great  importance,  as  well  in  principle  as 
in  its  details.  There  was  one  feature  especially 
of  the  bill  which  required  mature  consideration ; 
he  alluded  to  the  limited  period  of  service  oi  the 
proposed  additional  force.  There  was  no  press- 
ing emergency  to  hurry  the  bill ;  and  he,  there- 
fore, moved  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  it  to  Monday,  which  was  nega- 
tived. 

Death  of  Mr,  Smilie. 

Bo  soon  as  this  decision  was  declared — 

Mr.  FiNDLAT  rose. — ^It  is  my  melancholy  duty, 
said  he,  to  announce  to  this  House  that  my  ven- 
erable colleague  and  old  friend  and  associate, 
John  Smilib,  is  no  more.  He  departed  this  life 
at  two  o^dock  this  afternoon. 

A  committee  was  then  appointed  to  superin- 
tend the  funeral  of  the  deceased,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Findiat.  Ltle,  Browis,  Robsbts,  JDa- 
vis,  Laoock,  ana  Htnvmak. 

A  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted,  r^ 
questing  each  member  of  the  House,  in  testi- 
mony of  their  respect  to  the  memory  of  John 


BioLiB,  to  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  one 
month. 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fitoe,  tbe  Hoose  then 
a^oumed. 


Thubbdat,  December  81. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FmnLAT, 

Besohed^  unanimously^  That  the  memhen  of 
tills  House  win  attend  the  fonend  of  the  laxe 
John  SmuB,  this  day,  at  two  o'clock. 

£e9ohedj  That  a  message  be  seQt  to  tbe  Sen- 
ate to  notify  them  of  the  death  of  Johh  Smiux, 
late  a  member  of  this  House,  and  that  his  fnneni 
will  take  place  at  two  o'clock,  this  day. 

And  then  the  House  ac|ioarned. 


Saturday,  January  2, 1818. 
Additional  Military  Ibree, 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  tiw 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  oo  the 
bill  in  addition  to  the  act  for  ndsang  an  addir 
tional  military  force. 

The  amendments  made  by  the  House  bavin^ 
been  agreed  to,  the  question  was  stated.  Shall 
the  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  timet 

Mr.  MosELT  said  that,  in  statiDg  ooncisdy 
some  of  the  reasons  which  would  indooe  him  to 
vote  against  the  present  bill,  he  should  not  at- 
tempt to  enter  into  a  consideration  of  the  jas- 
tioe  or  expedient  of  the  war,  nor  the  policy  of 
continuing  it.  War  is  declared,  and  it  appean 
to  be  the  determination  of  those  who  have  the 
control  of  our  public  conoema  to  prosecute  it 
witii  the  utmost  vigor;  yea,  sir,  with  a  Tiger 
that,  within  twelve  months  from  the  enlistmeat 
of  the  twenty  thousand  men  to  be  raised  by  this 
bill,  we  are  told  must  bring  it  to  a  snooesrfal 
termination.  Beally,  Mr.  Speaker,  when  I  bt- 
tened  to  the  confident  assurance  of  the  honori- 
ble  Chairman  of  the  Military  Cooimittee,  that 
with  these  twenty  thonsaad  men,  in  addition  to 
the  troops  already  raised,  and  voted  to  be  raised, 
we  should  in  a  single  campaign  be  able  to  con- 
quer Canada,  Kova  Scotia,  and  Kew  Brunswick, 
and  that  the  object  of  all  these  oonqnests  was  to 
procure  an  honcmitble  peace,  I  almost  ielt  my- 
self persuaded  asa  peace  man  to  join  the  honor- 
able gendeman  in  his  prqjeot  of  fitting  for 
peace  one  year,  with  such  a  certain^  of  oh- 
taining  it  at  the  expiration  of  that  penod;  bot 
unfortunately  I  could  not  but  reeoUeot  the  iati 
of  similar  assurances  made  on  former  oecasiona 
When  we  were  about  declaring  war,  I  vtiy  w«D 
remember  that  we  were  told  with  equal  confi- 
dence by  gentiemen  anxiooa  to  engage  in  it  (and 
who  would  listen  to  no  argnmenta,  even  for  de- 
lay, against  the  measure)  that  we  had  only  to 
declare  war,  and  Canada  would,  in  the  oonrse 
of  a  few  months,  at  most^  be  ours;  that  the 
militia  alone,  witn  the  aid  of  a  very  few  Rga- 
lars,  would  be  competent  to  the  conquest  of  tfao 
whole  country,  except  the  fortress  of  Quebec; 
and  that  that  must  very  soon  fall  of  coarse.  An 
honoi:able  gentieman  m>m  Vermont  (Mr.  Fat) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


615 


Jamvabt,  181&] 


Additional  Miiilarg  Forve. 


[H.  OF  R. 


informed  ns  that  the  -people  of  those  ProviBces 
would  almost  conquer  themselves;  that  they 
were  at  least  pre-disposed  to  be  conquered — ^to 
use  his  own  expression,  that  they  were  *^  pant- 
ing "  to  participate  in  our  liberty. 

Experience  has  now  proved  the  fallacy  of 
these  predictions.  Gentlemen  must  now  be 
oonvinced  that  Canada  is  not  to  be  conquered 
quite  so  easily  as  they  had  imagined— that  it  is 
not  to  be  subdued  with  a  few  thousand  militia, 
regulars,  or  volunteers,  though  aided  by  procla> 
mations.  I  mention  proclamations,  because  they 
seem  to  be  considered  as  an  indispensable  auxil- 
iary on  all  great  emergencies.  What  can  be  done 
by  proclamation,  I  will  readily  concede  we  are 
competent  to  do.  No  nation,  I  believe,  ever 
arrived  at  greater  perfection  in  the  art  of  proc- 
lamation-making than  we  have  done;  and  if 
history  is  faithful  to  record  them,  we  shall  in 
this  particular  at  least  bear  tibe  palm  from  all  the 
world. 

Sir,  it  can  afford  pleasure  to  no  man,  who 
feels  as  he  ought  for  the  honor  and  interest  of 
his  country,  to  dwell  unnecessarily  upon  the 
disasters  and  disgrace  which  have  everywhere 
attended  our  military  operations  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  to  the  present  time.  I 
mean  upon  land;  for  to  our  little  Navy  too 
much  praise  cannot  be  given.  Our  gallant  sea^ 
men  have  not  only  afforded  to  their  countrymen 
examples  of  valor  worthy  of  imitation,  but  they 
have  also  taught  us  a  lesson  of  wisdom,  by  which 
I  am  happy  to  find  we  have  manifested  a  dispo- 
aition  to  profit.  But,  sir,  while  gentlemen  must 
feel  mortified  at  the  miserable  termination  of  all 
our  boasted  military  exploits  thus  far,  and  might 
wish  to  draw  a  veil  over  the  disgraceful  scenes 
which  have  taken  place,  it  cannot  be  done;  it 
would  be  unwise  to  attempt  it.  We  ought 
rather  to  look  at  the  causes  which  have  pro- 
duced our  misfortunes,  and  pursue  a  course  in 
future  which  may  not  expose  us  to  dmilar  evils. 

Mr.  Gold  said  the  annals  of  this  Government, 
the  last  six  months,  commencing  with  the  decla- 
ration of  war,  would  be  found  the  most  inteiv 
esting,  the  most  deplorable. 

In  that  period,  we  have  seen  a  war  declared, 
precipitately  and  prematurely;  for,  notwith- 
standing all  the  arguments  urged  on  that  occar 
sion,  with  so  much  zeal  and  eloquence,  time  has 
^tisaipated  all ;  the  illusion  has  vanished ;  your 
army,  so  confidently  expected,  did  not,  under 
the  inagio  of  that  declaration,  spring  into  exist- 
ence ;  the  condition  of  your  enlistments  would 
not,  I  apprehend,  at  this  hour,  justify  the  decla- 
ration of  war.  We  have  seen,  sir,  that  war  con- 
ducted in  a  manner  well  to  comport  with  the 
spirit  in  which  it  was  declared ;  disaster  upon  dis- 
aster in  rapid  succession  have  followed;  the 
tone  and  heart  of  die  country  broken;  univer- 
Kal  disgust  at  the  past,  and  deep  concern  and 
anxiety  for  the  future,  prevail  everywhere. 

And  what,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  now  proposed  for 
the  future— what  is  to  retrieve  our  affairs — on 
what  are  our  hopes  to  rest  ?  An  army  of  twelve- 
months' men  I    A  broken  reed  I    i^  army  and 


term  of  service,  which  well  nigh  lost  the  coun- 
try in  the  Revolutionary  war ;  an  army  which 
in  every  step  and  stage  of  that  war  received  the 
uniform  and  reiterated  censure  and  condemna- 
tion of  Washington,  and  every  intelligent  officer 
of  that  period ;  an  anny  that  stands  recorded  by 
every  historian  of  that  war  with  deep  reproach 
and  reprobation.  Such  is  the  foundation  of  our 
future  hopes ;  shutting  our  eyes  upon  the  les- 
sons of  experience,  we  live  but  to  repeat  former 
errors  and  renew  our  sufferings.  Shall  we  never 
learn,  that  a  soldier  is  not  the  creature  of  an 
hour ;  that  he  must  be  seasoned  to  the  hardships 
of  war ;  that  to  remove  your  recruit  from  his 
fireside,  from  his  plentiful  boaiM,  and  all  the 
comforts  with  which  he  is  surrounded,  to  the 
theatre  of  service,  there  to  sleep  on  the  ground 
in  tents,  with  two  or  three  articles  of  subsistence 
only,  is  to  give  him  up  a  victim  to  disease,  to 
consign  him  to  the  grave?  This  precise  result 
is  presented  to  the  mind  by  the  melancholy  re- 
view of  the  last  campaign ;  disease  and  death 
have  walked  abroad  in  our  armies  on  the  fron- 
tier ;  they  have  been  swept  to  the  grave  as  by 
the  besom  of  destruction.  It  has  not  stopped 
with  your  army ;  the  frontier  inhabitant^  in- 
fected by  the  diseases  of  the  camp,  fly  fix>m  l^e 
deadly  theatre  as  from  a  destroying  angel  I 
Shall  we  never  learn  the  difference  between  our 
situation,  and  that  of  nations  who  have  a  com- 
petent military  establishment,  sufficient  at  all 
times  for  both  offensive  and  defensive  opera- 
tions? 

The  slender  Military  Establishment  of  the 
United  States,  whilst  it  consults  economy,  and 
favors  the  genius  of  the  Government,  forbids  a 
hasty  resort  to  war,  especially  extra-territorisJ 
and  offensive  war ;  time  for  preparation,  after 
the  measure  is  resolved  on,  is  indispensable ;  and 
a  disregard  of  our  situation  in  this  respect  can- 
not fail  to  induce  defeat  and  disaster — ^to  pro- 
duce such  a  campaign  as  has  just  now  closed. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  wherefore  change  the  term 
of  enlistment,  from  five  years,  or  during  the 
war,  to  one  year  ?  The  sole  avowed  object  of 
the  war  by  land  was  the  conquest  of  the 
Canadas.  Are  you  at  this  hour  nearer  your  ob- 
ject than  on  the  day  you  declared  war,  or  has 
that  object,  with  a  steady  and  sure  pace,  con- 
stantly receded  from  you  as  you  have  advanced 
in  the  war  i  Is  Canada  so  far  conquered  that 
yx>u  can  now  reduce  the  term  of  enlistment  ?  It 
is  impossible  to  shut  our  eyes  on  the  past; 
while  all  is  disgust  and  despondency  with  our 
own  citizens — sick  of  the  past,  and  concerned 
for  the  future ;  while  every  post  brings  to  the 
Cabinet  fearful,  and  alarming  changes  in  the 
sentiments  of  the  people  under  this  ill-fated 
war;  your  enemy,  the  Canadians,  take  courage, 
their  wavering  sentiments  have  become  re- 
solved, and  union  in  defence  of  their  firesides,  the 
land  that  gives  them  bread,  is  spreading  and 
cementing  all  in  the  patriotic  vow. 

There  was  a  time,  sir,  when  yon  had  friends 
in  the  Upper  Province ;  there  were  many  who 
wished  wdl  to  your  arms,  and  would  have 
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greeted  yonr  approach,  bat  that  ill-fatod  policy 
which  precipitated  every  thiog,  which  in  zeal  for 
the  end  overlooked  th«  means,  has  blasted  all 
oar  hopes  from  that  qoarter.  The  Canadian, 
while  he  knows  yonr  power,  distrttsts  yonr  wis- 
dom and  your  capacity  to  conduct  the  war ;  he 
dares  not  commit  himself^  his  all,  to  such  aos- 
pices.  Henoe,  sir,  difficulties  thicken  on  every 
side,  and  at  least  three  times  the  force  is  now 
necessary  to  effect  the  conquest,  which  would 
have  been  required  at  the  commencement  of  the 
war.  Have  we  made  an  impression  on  the 
Prince  Begent  and  his  Ministry  ?  are  they  now 
more  disposed  to  succumb  and  accept  your 
terms  than  before  the  war?  How  stand  the 
people  of  the  British  Empire  ?  Instead  of  their 
coercing  the  Grovernment  into  our  terms,  which 
we  fonfiy  anticipated,  the  late  election  to  Par- 
liament shows  them  disposed  to  go  hand  in 
hand  with  the  Government  in  resisting  our 
claims  and  inflicting  on  us  all  the  evils  of  war. 
"Maritime  Rights"  are  echoed  and  re-echoed 
wi&  applause  throughout  the  Empire.  6uch, 
sir,  are  the  bitter  fruits  of  your  policy,  and  to 
what  farther  point  the  same  hand  shall  conduct 
the  destinies  of  the  country,  remdns  to  be  seen. 

I  seek  not  to  aggravate  the  misconduct  of  the 
war,  nor  to  commend  our  enemies,  but  only 
wish,  sir,  that  we  may  see  things  as  they  are, 
our  actual  situation,  and  thus  look  danger  in 
the  face.  Do  you  persevere  in  the  conquest  o'f 
Canada  ?  Pass  not  the  barrier  with  an  army  of 
less  than  forty-five  or  fifty  thousand  men :  if 
you  do,  in  my  apprehension,  the  defeats  and 
disasters  of  the  past  campaign  will  be  visited 
upon  you ;  another  army  wiU  be  made  to  pass 
under  ^e  yoke,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year,  you 
will  find  yourself  still  further  removed  from 
your  object  The  tug  of  war  is  now  placed 
fairly  before  us,  we  cannot  advance  without 
meeting  it  Such,  Mr.  Speaker,  are  the  grounds 
on  which  I  object  to  this  twelve-monthr  army ; 
it  is  not  adapted  to  the  professed  object  of  the 
war,  the  conquest  of  Canada.  Is  there,  sir,  any 
other  object  in  contemplation  of  the  Govern- 
ment; any  other  land  of  leeks  and  <Niions, 
which  Heaven  has  given  us,  or  to  which  our 
destinies  lead  9  Is  the  South  of  easier  access 
than  the  North,  and  is  the  circle  of  hostility  to 
be  extended  to  that  quarter?  We  profess  a 
pacific  policy ;  moderation  and  justice  are  our 
boast ;  let  us  beware  how  we  commit  to  the 
hazard  this  high  and  enviable  character ;  how 
we  yield,  on  specious  grounds,  to  the  mad  and 
destructive  poucy  which  we  reprobate  in  others ; 
a  policy  which  has  in  all  periods  overwhelmed 
nations  with  calamity,  and  swelled  the  tide  of 
human  misery. 

I  fear  there  are  points  in  our  neutral  course, 
in  our  relative  conduct  towards  Great  Britain 
and  France  which  will  not  bear  examination.' 
Tou  proclaimed  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees 
revoked,  and  put  upon  Great  Britain  the 
threatened  altem ative  of  non-intercourse.  Was 
the  fact  so?  You  took  a  promise  for  the  fact; 
you  proclaimed  the  &ct,  while  France  herself, 


the  author  of  the  deed  and  party  to  be  bene- 
fited, denies  and  disowns  it  as  done  at  the 
time.  Here  was  a  fatal  error,  a  departure  from 
the  straight  line  of  justice;  and  when  oar  error 
in  this  was  palpable  to  all  the  world,  ve 
gave  no  explanation,  no  excuse,  bat  persevered 
in  a  measure  which  led  to  war.  It  is  this 
course,  sir,  this  departure  from  even-handed 
neutrality  between  Great  Britain  and  France, 
that  has  lost  you  the  support  of  your  own  dtj- 
zens  to  a  great  and  alarming  extent,  and  at  tbis 
moment  sustains  the  British  IGnisayin  the 
hearts  of  Englishmen.  It  is  this  belief  <^  oar 
GK>vernment's  leaning  to  France,  that  has  cir- 
ried  that  Ministry. so  triumphantly  throogh  the 
late  elections  to  Parliament 

If  any  thing  could  add  to  the  gloom  and 
sicken  the  mind  under  the  prospect  before  os,  it 
is  the  inauspicious  ccmjunction  of  evrats.  Anker- 
ioa  and  France  both  miJdng  war  at  the  same 
time  on  Great  Britain ;  we  making  the  enemy 
of  France  our  enemy,  and  this  at  the  ill-fiited 
moment  when  the  all-grasping  Emperor  of  that 
country  is  rolling  a  baleful  doud,  charged  with 
destruction,  north  upon  the  Bnsdan  Empire; 
upon  a  power  always  just  to  America;  opoa 
our  truest  and  best  friend  in  the  Eoropeai 
theatre.  Against  such  a  friend,  at  such  a  period, 
we  have  beheld  the  mardi  of  the  OorsicaD 
through  rivers  of  blood;  his  footsteps  are 
traced  over  the  ashes  of  the  proudest  cities,  and 
he  sits  himself  down,  at  length,  at  Moscow,  like 
Marius  over  the  ruins  of  Carthage. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Clat's 
motion,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  MikOON  moved  to  strike  out  one,  and  m- 
sert  five  years  as  the  term  of  enlistment  He 
regretted  as  mach  as  any  one  the  diaasten 
which  had  befallen  the  country ;  and  there  was 
but  one  way  to  obviate  their  effects,  aod  that 
was  by  rising  superior  to  them,  as  a  part  of  the 
nation  had  already  done — he  meant  the  Westen 
country,  where  a  patriotism  had  been  exhibited 
equal  to  that  which  mi^t  have  distingoished 
Rome  in  its  best  days.  Their  meal  was  equal  to 
their  bravery — and  the  only  drawback  on  their 
enterprise  was  the  difficulty  of  finding  some- 
thing to  eat  in  the  wilderness.  We  most  rise 
after  reverses.  What,  sir,  said  Mr.  M,  woidd 
have  become  of  Borne,  had  she  desjKmded  whea 
Hannibal  defeated  her  armies  f  She  rose  mwa 
it  and  beoame  the  mistress  of  the  worid.  what 
would  have  been  the  situation  of  our  caose  vol 
the  Revolution,  if,  after  the  British  successes  in 
Jersey,  we  haa  desponded  %  But  the  meo  d 
Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey  rose  on  it,  and 
victory  and  triumph  followed.  Our  object  nov 
ought  to  be  to  recover  the  ground  we  haye 
lost,  and  meet  the  enemy  with  troops^that  will 
insure  success.  We  are  told,  sir,  this' war  has 
united  England  to  a  man.  Sir,  I  never  expected 
aid  from  our  enemies.  Let  us  follow  so  good 
an  example,  and  unite  to  a  man ;  kt  as  remem- 
ber the  old  Continental  maxim — ^*  United  we 
stand,  divided  we  fall."  If  we  were  as  onited 
in  defence  of  our  rights,  aa  England  is  in  her 
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QBurpations,  this  war  would  not  last  a  single 
campaign — and  I  hope  in  this  respect  we  shall, 
at  least,  learn  wisdom  from  an  enemy.  The 
calculations  ahout  one  or  two  campaigns,  how- 
ever, in  present  cironmatances,  are  visionary. 
We  have  engaged  «a  enemy  not  in  the  hahit  of 
yielding  very  soon.  But  if  we  were  to  unite, 
the  question  would  soon  oe  settled.  The  cause 
and  object  of  this  war  has  been  more  concisely 
atated  by  one  of  those  actively  engaged  in  it, 
than  by  any  other  person — ^I  mean  Captain  Por- 
ter's motto—"  Free  trade  and  sailors'  rights ;" 
no  man  could  have  given  a  better  definition  of 
it.  It  i^pears  to  me  that  one  part  of  this  con- 
tinent ought  to  be  zealous  for  the  rights  of 
seamen — another  part  for  a  free  export  trade; 
and,  if  we  were,  as  we  ought  to  be,  united,  the 
war  would  be  carried  on  with  ene!^  and  with 
anccess.  I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey,  that  this  thing  is  not  to  be  done  by 
paper  men.  My  opinion  is,  that  the  best  thing 
we  can  do,  is  to  raise  men  for  five  years.  Let 
the  Legislature  of  the  country  do  its  duty.  If 
the  thirty-five  thousand  men,  now  authorized, 
be  not  enough,  let  us  get  as  many  as  will  be 
■  adequate  to  the  end  we  propose.  Gentlemen 
have  thought  proper  to  review  former  transac- 
tiona.  I  would  be  willing  to  pass  them  over. 
I  believe  almost  every  measure  adopted  by  the 
General  Government  would  have  had  its  des- 
tined effect  if  adhered  to.  Tou  have  always 
got  the  better  of  the  argument ;  yon  have  bet- 
ter proclamations;  but  what  avails  all  this? 
Britain  has  impressed  your  seamen,  and  given 
Ton  blows  for  good  words.  You  have  been 
heretofore  told  your  paper  measures  were  worth 
nothing :  now  that  it  is  proposed  to  give  blow 
for  blow,  what  is  said?  That  you  are  departing 
from  the  pacific  system,  which  the  same  per- 
sons before  reprobated,  and  to  which  they  have 
become  friendly  only  after  every  attempt  at 
pacification  has  failed.  Sir,  we  are  now  en- 
gaged in  war,  and  we  must  succeed  or  we  must 
yield  the  rights  of  sailors  and  free  trade.  Does 
any  man  doubt  that  the  war  is  justly  under- 
taken ?  Is  there  a  man  in  the  nation — I  care 
not  of  what  political  sect,  many  as  there  are 
•—who  believes  that  the  war  is  not  undertaken 
on  just  grounds—that  we  had  not  borne  with 
their  indignities  till  we  could  have  borne  them 
no  longer  ?  After  plundering  your  property  and 
impressing  your  seamen  on  the  ocean,  their 
agents  have  been  sent  into  this  nation  to  sow 
divisions  among  ua,  who  ought  to  be  but  one 
fiunily.  What  crime  has  Wn  left  undone? 
what  injury  have  we  not  suffered  ?  Could  one 
be  added  to  the  catalogue?  It  seems  to  me 
not.  No  man  loves  peace  more  than  I  do,  and 
if  it  had  not  been  for  Great  Britain  sending  her 
agents  to  our  firesides,  I  do  not  know  but  I 
should  have  voted  against  the  war.  It  seemed 
to  me  like  an  attempt  on  a  man's  daughter. 
Not  content  with  vexing  and  harassing  you 
whenever  you  went  from  home,  they  came 
here  to  put  strife  into  your  family.  You  have 
been  told  that  the  I^rince  Regent  and  his  Min- 


isters are  firm.  Sir,  we  never  calculated  on 
their  receding,  but  on  the  energies  and  force  of 
the  nation  to  obtain  redress,  and  if  we  had  been 
united,  we  should  have  equalled  our  most  san- 
guine expectations.  Let  us  foUow  their  example, 
and  determine  to  maintain  our  national  rights,  as 
they  do  to  maintain  their  usurpations  on  them. 

Mr.  M.  CLA.T  seconded  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Maoon  to  strike  out  "one  year"  and  insert 
"  ^ve,^^  as  the  term  of  enlistment.  He  said  an 
army  ought  to  be  seasoned  before  it  was  carried 
into  the  field.  We  have  heard  much  said,  ob- 
served he,  about  sickness  in  your  army ;  much 
of  the  sickness,  some  time  ago,  at  New  Orleans, 
and  much  lately  of  the  sicluiess  at  Plattsburg. 
Have  you  ever  heard  of  on  army  on  earth  that 
was  carried  into  the  field  before  it  had  been 
seasoned  in  the  camp  ?  It  must,  to  be  good  for 
any  thing,  be  first  disciplined  in  camp,  and  be* 
come  inured  to  the  mode  of  living  and  the  fare 
of  soldiers.  It  will  take  some  time  to  season 
men  to  the  change  in  their  mode  of  living 
which  must  take  place  on  going  into  camp. 
It  will  take  a  year  to  prepare  them  for  the 
field.  Without  discipline  they  will  be  use- 
less. Your  seamen  are  brave  and  successful 
because  they  know  what  they  go  to  sea  for. 
Take  a  landsman  on  board  a  ship,  and  what  sort 
of  a  sailor  will  he  moke  ?  Such  as  the  French 
have  on  board  their  vessels.  We  take  no  man 
into  the  Navy  but  who  understands  his  business 
and  the  purpose  for  which  he  goes  there,  and 
we  see  the  effects  of  it.  I  do  not  wish  it  under- 
stood, sir,  if  I  vote  against  the  bill,  that  I  am 
opposed  to  the  war.  No,  sir.  It  is  a  righteous 
war,  into  which  I  go  with  hand  and  heart. 
We  may  differ  about  the  mode,  but  that  is  all. 
I  speak  from  experience  more  than  from  any 
thing  else.  Let  us  raise  a  sufficient  army  to 
serve  during  the  war,  be  it  long  or  short  It  is 
absurd  to  suppose  that  we  shall  not  succeed  in 
our  enterprise  against  the  enemy's  provinces. 
We  have  the  Canadas  as  much  under  our  com- 
mand as  she  has  the  ocean ;  and  the  way  to 
conauer  her  on  the  ocean  is  to  drive  her  from 
thp  land.  I  am  not  for  stopping  at  Quebec  or 
anywhere  else;  but  I  would  take  the  whole 
continent  from  them,  and  ask  them  no  favors. 
Her  fleets  cannot  then  rendezvous  at  Halifax  as 
now,  and  having  no  place  of  resort  in  the 
North,  cannot  infest  our  coast  as  they  have 
lately  done.  It  is  as  easy  to  conquer  them  on 
the  land  as  their  whole  navy  could  conquer  ours 
on  the  ocean.  As  to  coping  with  them  at  sea, 
we  cannot  do  it.  We  can  annoy  them,  but  not 
meet  them  on  the  open  sea.  I  would  meet 
them  and  hurt  them,  however,  where  we  can. 
We  must  take  the  continent  from  them.  I  wish 
never  to  see  a  peace  till  we  do.  God  has  given 
us  the  power  and  the  means;  we  are  to  blame 
if  we  do  not  use  them.  If  we  get  the  continent 
she  must  allow  us  the  freedom  of  the  sea.  I 
hope,  sir,  the  amendment  of  my  friend  from 
North  Carolina,  going  to  make  this  army  more 
efficient,  may  be  adopted. 

Mr.  PtBASANTB  said,  before  the  question  waa 
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taken,  he  wished  to  Bubmit  a  few  of  the  reasons 
-why  he  was  opposed  to  the  amendment.  The 
question  before  the  House,  if  he  correctly  under- 
stood it,  was  not,  what  were  the  best  materials 
of  which  to  make  an  army ;  whether  men  for 
the  war,  for  five  years,  or  for  twelve  months ; 
but  the  question  was,  what  is  tlie  kind  of  force, 
and  for  what  length  of  time  can  yon  raise  an 
army  to  take  the  field  at  the  earliest  period  ? '  I 
hesitate  not  a  moment,  Mr.  P.  said,  to  declare, 
that  if  it  were  within  the  compass  of  our  ability 
to  raise  an  army  for  ^ve  years  by  voting  it,  I 
would  authorize  it.  Not  a  moment  should  I 
doubt  on  the  subject.  The  history  of  the  world 
is  strongly  in  favor  of  such  an  army.  But  we 
perfectly  know,  from  the  progress  of  the  recmit- 
ing  service,  that  we  have  already  authorized  as 
many  men  of  that  description  as  we  shall  prob- 
ably be  able  to  raise.  This  force  is  wanted  to 
render  the  next  campaign  efiScient.  I  consider 
the  bill  merely  as  a  substitute  for  the  volunteer 
system  heretofore  pursued.  Of  what  materials 
will  this  army  be  composed  ?  Of  young  men 
f eady  to  volunteer  their  services  for  one  year 
in  the  form  of  regulars ;  and  in  ninety-nine 
cases  out  of  a  hundred,  men  will  enlist  in  this 
corps  who  would  not  enlist  for  five  years,  or 
for  the  war.  I  am  sanguine  in  the  opinion, 
that  this  measure,  if  now  adopted,  will  do  away 
the  defects  of  the  present  volunteer  system,  and 
I  am  fully  of  opinion,  that  under  it,  a  force 
may  be  drawn  into  the  field  ready  to  act  effi- 
ciently in  the  next  campaign.  I  am  not  one  of 
those,  sir,  notwithstanding  the  accounts  we 
have  heard  of  our  disasters,  who  despair  of  the 
Bepublic.  If  we  turn  to  history  we  shall  find 
that  we  have  never  engaged  in  any  war  in 
which  we  have  come  out  better  in  the  first  cam- 
paign than  we  have  in  this.  Look  at  the  war 
undertaken  under  the  auspices  of  Gen.  Wash- 
ington against  the  Indians.  What  was  the  his- 
tory of  it  ?  We  all  recollect  the  campaign  under 
Harmar,  and  its  bloody  scenes.  The  campaign 
under  St.  Clair  cannot  be  forgotten.  We  then 
Bufifered  defeat  upon  defeat,  disaster  upon  dis- 
aster, in  the  course  of  the  war,  which  was  not 
terminated  till  the  treaty  of  Greenville,  in  1795, 
though  it  may  be  said  to  have  virtually  termi- 
nated by  the  defeat  of  the  Indians  by  General 
Wayne,  which  occurred  previous  to  the  treaty. 
If  this  country  be  willing  to  go  into  the  contest 
heart  and  hand,  we  shall  in  a  very  short  time 
demonstrate  to  the  enemy  all  we  want  tb  con- 
vince her  of,  that  it  is  in  reality  her  interest  to 
be  at  peace  with  this  country.  I  hope,  sir,  the 
motion  to  amend  the  bill  will  not  prevail  I  am 
perfectly  convinced  that  the  bill  as  it  is  will 
enable  us  to  call  a  valuable  force  into  service, 
and  I  am  sanguine  in  the  hope,  that,  with  its 
aid,  together  with  the  other  force  we  shall  have, 
we  may  clear  the  continent  of  the  enemy's  do- 
minion in  one  campaign,  though  I  do  not  under- 
take to  predict  that  we  shall. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Macon's 
proposed  amendment,  and  lost. 


The  question  recurred  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Peasson  said,  not  nnfrequentiv  it  hap- 
pens, Mr.  Speaker,  both  in  private  and  pdltioBl 
life,  that  men  of  the  clearest  perceptions  and 
most  correct  motives,  experience  mnch  diffi- 
culty and  embarrassment  in  determining  on  the 
course  best  to  be  pursued,  or  the  application  of 
means  best  calculated  to  prodace  a  given  object. 
The  object  most  devoutly  wished  for  by  mjself, 
and,  no  doubt,  equally  desired  by  every  honeet 
and  honorable  man  in  this  community,  is,  that 
my  country  should  once  more  be  restored  to 
the  ei^oy  ment  of  peace.  Under  the  pressore  of 
existing  circumstances,  involved  in  a  war  with 
a  powerful  nation — ^a  war  now  prosecuted  fort 
doubtful,  or,  at  least,  stron^y  controverted 
question  of  national  right — a  war,  the  praeeeo- 
tion  of  which,  so  fSar  as  relates  to  onr  militarj 
operations,  has  everywhere,  and  on  all  oocft* 
sions,  been  attended  with  disgrace,  defeat,  or 
disaster ;  under  such  circumstances,  I  confess, 
sir,  I  am  not  free  tvom  embarrassment  in  deter- 
mining on  the  course  demanded  by  gennine 
patriotism;  or  best  calculated  to  restore  the 
blessings  of  peace  to  the  country.  I  rejoiced 
to  hear  the  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Militaiy 
Committee  (Mr.  D.  R.  Wiluams)  declare,  the 
other  day,  that  his  object  was  also  peace.  It 
must  be  a  source  of  gratification  to  the  coontry 
to  learn  that  some  ef  the  strongest  advocates  for 
the  declaration  of  war  begin  now  to  think  and 
talk  of  peace. 

The  honorable  gentleman,  however,  urgia 
the  passage  of  the  bill  nnder  oonsideratioo, 
(which  authorizes  the  enlistment  of  twenty 
thousand  additional  regular  troops  for  one  year ; 
and  provides  for  the  appointment  of  propo^ 
tionably  an  unusual  number  of  officers,  with 
all  the  accompanying  paraphernalia  of  an  armj,) 
as  the  means  best  calculated  to  produce  the  end 
in  view.  Did  I  believe,  sir,  that  the  passage  of 
this  bill,  or  (what  is  more  difficult  and  less 
likely  to  happen)  the  actual  enlistment  of  the 
proposed  additional  force  would  secure  to  m 
our  object,  I  would  not  only  consent  to  give  this 
force,  but  ten  times  the  number,  if  it  were  by 
force  alone  to  be  obtained;  but  when  I  reflect 
on  the  special  and  sole  cause  for  which  it  u 
avowed  the  war  is  now  prosecuted ;  when  I 
consider  the  relative  strength,  situation,  and 
disposable  force,  by  sea  and  land,  of  the  two 
nations,  and -especially  when  my  reooUectioDis 
assailed  (for  we  cannot,  nor  ought  we  to  close 
our  senses  against  such  damning  facts)  with  the 
heretofore  scanty  enlistments;  the  oonfnsioo 
and  insubordination  which  has  pervaded  msny 
parts  of  your  army ;  the  extraordinaiy  expense 
idready  incurred,  and  the  uniform  disuten 
which  have  marked  all  your  military  operations, 
I  cannot  bring  my  mind  to  the  belief  that  the 
force  now  proposed  can  produce  any  desirable 
effect. 

Mr.  Speaker:  As  much  as  I  was  opposed  to 
tiie  declaration  of  war,  and 'as  mudi  as  mhse- 
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qneot  events  have  oonviDced  me  of  the  corrdctr 
ness  of  the  vote  I  gave  on  that  momentous 
qnestioo,  it  is  not  mj  purpose  on  this  occasion 
to  qaestion  the  policy  ef  that  unfortunate  act. 
Hy  mind  is  hent  on  peace ;  to  that  ohjeot  my 
efforts  are  directed.  The  impression  is  strongly 
ilxed  on  my  understanding,  that  this  war  can  be 
terminated  with  honor  and  advantage  to  this 
nation,  without  the  further  efiusion  df  human 
blood.  If  so,  surely  no  Christian  will  deny  but 
justice,  humanity,  and  sound  policy  demand 
that  nothing  should  remain  undone,  on  our 
part,  to  stop  this  career  of  carnage  and  blood- 
shed. I  have  sidd,  sir,  that  it  is  my  impression 
that  this  war  can  be  terminated  with  honor  and 
advantage  to  this  nation,  without  a  further  ap- 
peal to  armsl  In  stating  this  opinion,  I  do  not 
meah  to  be  understood  as  identifying  the  honor 
of  the  nation  with  the  honor  of  Uiose  by  whom 
the  war  was  declared ;  or,  in  other  words,  I  do  i 
not  admit  that  the  national  honor  rests  solely  in 
the  hands  of  those  who  may  happen  to  be  in 
the  Administration,  or  who  may  happen  t9  oon- 
atitute  a  migority  in  Congress.  No,  sir,  this  is 
aa  elective  Government — ^the  power  and  ulti- 
mate responsibility  rest  wititi  the  people ;  they 
cannot  be  dishonored  unless  they  pertinaciously 
approve  of  unwise  or  wicked  measures,  and 
continue  to  supp«Mrt  the  authors  of  such  meas- 
ures. It  is,  therefore,  not  with  me  a  primary 
consideration,  in  the  suggestions  I  am  about  to 
make,  how  far  the  honor  or  reputation,  for  po- 
litical wisdom,  of  any  individuals  may  be  af- 
fected by  the  adoption  of  the  plan  for  peace 
which  has  occurred  to  my  mind.  I  do  not 
know  that  any  honorable  gentleman  will  be 
affected  by  it,  should  it  be  adopted.  I  hope  he 
will  not ;  to  me  it  u  perfectly  indifferent  who 
are  in  power,  so  that  the  affairs  of  the  nation 
are  well  conducted. 

Mr.  Speaker :  Whatever  may  have  been  the 
original  causes  for  the  declaration  of  this  war, 
we  are  now  taught  to  believe  that  the  question 
in  contest  is  reduced  to  a  single  point.  The 
British  Orders  in  Council  were  repealed  on  the 
Slst  of  June,  three  days  after  our  declaration  of 
war ;  and,  of  course,  without  a  knowledge  of 
that  event,  the  blockade  of  May,  1806,  had  long 
ceased  to  exist.  The  sole  avowed  cause,  there- 
fore, remaining,  and  for  which  the  war  is  now 
carried  on,  is  Uie  practice  of  impressment  from 
onboard  our  merchant  vessels.  This  subject 
has  for  many  years  engaged  the  attention  of 
bfvth  nations;  it  has  been  a  fruitful  theme  of 
execration  and  declamation  for  almost  every 
editor  and  orator  of  the  age.  Great  as  our 
cause  of  complaint  may  have  been,  (and  I  am 
not  diq;K>sed  to  palliate  it,)  it  must  be  admitted 
by  all  who  understand  the  nature  and  true 
bearing  of  the  question,  that  it  had  been  sub- 
jected to  much  exaggeration.  Permit  me,  sir, 
to  remark,  that  notwithstanding  the  import- 
ance, the  difficulty,  and  delicacy  whic^  have 
been  iustly  attributed  to  this  subject,  and  the 
unwillingness  at  all  times  manifested  on  the 
part  of  the  British  Government  to  abandon  or 


derogate  from  the  abstract  right  of  impressing 
her  own  seamen  from  on  board  neutral  mer- 
chant vessels,  it  is  very  far  from  being  certain 
that  she  has  not  been  willing  to  enter  into  such 
arrangement  with  this  Government,  as  would 
place  the  question  of  impressment  on  a  basis 
both  safe  and  honorable  to  this  nation.  By 
a  reference  to  the  correspondence  of  Messrs. 
Monroe  and  Pinkney  with  the  British  Commis- 
sioners, which  preceded  the  treaty  concluded 
by  those  gentlemen  in  the  vear  1806,  but  which 
was  unfortunately  rejected  by  the  then  Presi- 
dent, it  is  evident  that  the  interest  of  impress- 
ment was,  in  the  opinion  of  those  gentlemen, 
placed  on  a  footing  well  calculated  to  secure 
our  own  seamen  from  the  abuse  against  which 
we  had  complained,  and  against  which  it  was 
our  duty  to  protect  them.  This  opinion  was 
not  only  expressed  in  forcible  and  decisive  lan- 
guage at  thjd  time  of  entM'ing  into  the  arrange- 
ment, but  repeated  by  Mr.  Monroe  more  than  a 
year  after,  in  a  formal  letter  to  the  Secretary 
of  State.  The  language  of  that  gentleman,  now 
your  Secretary  of  State,  is  peculiarly  emphatic, 
and  must  be  within  the  recollection  of  every 
gentleman  in  this  House.  Without  troubling 
the  House  with  the  reading  of  the  documents 
referred  to,  it  is  sufficient  for  me  to  state,  that 
your  present  Secretary  of  State  did,  in  a  letter 
addressed  to  Mr.  Madison,  dated  February  28L 
1808,  declare  "that  he  always  believed,  and 
did  still  believe,  that  the  ground  on  which  the 
interest  of  impressment  was  placed  by  the  pa- 
per of  the  British  Commissioners  of  the  8th  of 
November,  1806,  and  the  explanations  which 
accompanied  it,  was  both  honorable  and  advan- 
tageous to  the  United  States." 

Thus,  sir,  as  we  have  conclusive  evidence  of 
a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, at  one  period  at  least,  to  advance  con- 
siderable length  towards  an  a^ustraent  of  this 
long-contested  question;  and  as  we  have  no 
evidence  that  different  principles  and  claims  are 
now  asserted  from  those  then  advanced;  I 
think  it  fair  to  conclude,  that  it  is  still  in  our 
power  to  put  an  end  to  this  controversy  with 
safety  to  our  seamen,  and  advantage  to  the  na- 
tion. Instead,  then,  of  passing  this  bill,  and 
spending  the  blood  and  treasure  of  our  country- 
men in  the  prosecution  of  this  war,  I  conceive 
it  our  duty  to  make  an  effort  for  the  sanction 
cf  our  just  rights,  and  the  restoration  of  peace, 
wiUiout  a  farther  appeal  to  force.  It  is  my  de- 
cided opinion  that  such  an  effort,  if  fairly  and 
liberally  made  by  this  House,  and  the  Execu- 
tive branch  of  the  Government,  would  not  fail 
in  producing  the  desired  effect 

The  peculiar  nature  of  the  question,  which 
now  constitutes  the  sole  object  for  continuing 
the  war;  the  intimation  given  by  the  Execu- 
tive in  the  correspondence  with  the  British 
Government,  since  the  declaration  of  war,  to- 
gether with  the  opinions  stated  by  Mr.  Monroe 
and  Mr.  Rnkney,  in  their  letter  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  of  Januanr  8, 1807,  all  tend  to 
confirm  me  in  the  belief  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
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Oongress  to  pass  a  law  which  wotdd  not  only 
check  desertions  from  the  British  service,  by 
excluding  persons  of  that  description  from  em- 
ploy in  oar  service,  but  also  deprive  the  British 
Government  of  the  apology  alleged  for  impfess- 
ing  American  seamen,  by  excln£ng  British  sub- 
jects firom  the  commercial  and  public  service  of 
the  United  States.  Having  alluded  to  the  let- 
ter of  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Pinkney  of  the  8d 
of  January,  1807,  I  will  take  the  liberty  of 
reading  from  it  a  short  extract.  After  stating 
the  opinion  they  had  formerly  expressed,  that 
although  the  British  Government  did  not  feel 
itself  at  liberty  to  relinquish  formally,  by  treaty, 
its  claim  to  search  our  merchant  vessels  for 
British  seamen,  its  practice  would  nevertheless 
be  essentially,  if  not  completely,  abandoned, 
they  observe:  *^That  opinion  lias  since  been 
coniQrmed  by  frequent  conferences  on  the  sub- 
ject with  the  British  Commissioners,  who  have 
repeatedly  assured  us  that,  in  their  judgment, 
we  were  made  as  secure  against  the  exercise 
of  their  pretension  by  the  policy  which  their 
Government  had  adopted,  in  regard  to  that 
jvery  delicate  and  important  question,  as  we 
could  have  been  made  by  treaty.  It  is  proper 
to  observe,  however,  that  the  good  effect  of 
this  disposition,  and  its  continuance,  may  de- 
pend, in  a  great  measure,  on  the  means  which 
may  be  taken  hereafter  by  the  Oongress  to 
check  desertions  A*om  the  British  service.  If  the 
treaty  is  ratified,  and  a  perfect  good  under- 
standing is  produced  by  it  between  the  two 
countries,  it  will  be  easy  for  their  Governments, 
by  friendly  communications,  to  state  to  each 
other  what  they  respectively  desire,  and  in  that 
mode  to  arrange  the  business  as  satisfactorily 
as  it  could  be  done  by  treaty.** 

Thus,  sir  had  the  treaty  of  1806  been  ratified 
and  a  good  understanding  been  produced  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  Oongress  were  warned, 
even  in  that  event,  that  it  was  their  duty  to 
lend  their  aid  in  rendering  effectual  and  per- 
petual any  arran^ment  which  might  be  made 
on  this  subject  ot  impressment  j^  to  the  late 
communications  from  the  Executive  depart- 
ment, made  to  the  Bcitifb  Ch>vernment,  since 
Hie  declaration  of  war,  it  is  not  my  intwtion  at 
this  time  to  enter  into  a  particular  examination 
of  their  merit  or  demerit.  I  will  barely  remark, 
that  to  me  they  present  a  novelty  in  the  history 
of  war  and  diplomacy.  Propositions,  alleged 
to  be  of  a  pacinc  nature,  made  in  six  days  after 
the  declaration  of  war  I  Such  a  procedure 
(much  as  I  desire  peace  and  much  as  I  was  op- 
posed to  the  war)  is  to  my  mind,  to  say  the 
least,  extremely  extraordinary,  and  its  policy 
incomprehensible.  It  is  the  more  so  from  the 
circumstance  of  a  British  Minister  being  on  the 
spot  at  the  moment  of  declaring  the  war  and 
keeping  up  a  continued  correspondence  with 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  last  moment  of  the 
existence  of  peace.  Under  such  drcumstanoea 
I  should  conceive  each  nation  ought  to  have 
known  the  ultimatum  of  the  other  and  not 
waited  for  the  form  of  a  declaration  of  war, 


to*resun>e  the  negotiation  and  give  a  new 
shape  to  their  proposition.  I  confess  that  I  am 
not  surprised  at  the  result  of  this  war  negolia- 
tion— every  thing  was  demanded  to  be  yielded 
by  our  enemy,  for  which  the  war  was  declared, 
even  as  a  preliminary  in  the  first  instaaoe  to  m 
armistice,  and  in  the  second  instance  as  pre- 
liminary to  a  negotiation.  The  equivalent  of- 
fered on  our  part  was  of  a  nature  which  it  was 
not  within  the  province  of  the  Executive  to 
confirm,  and^  of  course,  depended  on  what  Con- 
gress might  or  might  not  ao  on  the  subject  In 
addition  to  this,  our  agent  in  London,  throng 
whom  those  propositions  were  made,  did  not 
possess  regular  and  competent  powers,  and  was 
considered  by  the  British  Government  as  !»> 
competent  to  act  with  them  on  such  a  sul^Bct 
on  equal  terms  of  oUiigation  and  responeibitity. 
Whatever,  therefore,  may  be  my  opinion  in  re- 
lation to  those  late  propositions,  uid  however 
illy  calculated  they  may  have  been  to  prodooe 
any  desirable  result,  I  am  far  from  conadering 
them  unworthy  the  particular  attention  of  this 
House.  I  allude  particularly  to  the  eqnivaleiit 
proposed  as  an  inducement  fi>r  the  discontino- 
anoe  of  the  practice  of  impreeament.  Here,  for 
the  first  time  in  the  whole  history  of  the  loqg- 
protracted  discussion  on  this  subject,  it  is  inti- 
mated that  sometiiing  effectual  will  be  d<»ie  on 
our  part  to  prevent  the  cause  of  the  abuse  of 
which  we  complain— a  promise  is  given,  in  the 
event  of  obtaining  the  concessions  demanded, 
that  a  law  would  be  passed  by  Congress  to  pro- 
hibit the  employment  of  British  seamen  in  tiie 
pubUo  or  commercial  service  of  the  United 
States.  This,  then,  is  what  I  ask  yon  now  to 
do — ^pass  a  law  effectually  to  exclude  all  BritiBk 
subjects  from  the  public  and  private  maritime 
service  of  the  United  States ;  let  the  law  be 
well  guarded  against  the  poasibilil^  of  violation 
or  evasion;  and  let  ns  be  determined  rigidly  to 
enforce  it;  place  this  law  in  the  hands  of  joor 
Executive;  let  him  immediat^y  appoint  one  or 
more  honest,  able,  independent  conunissloiiers ; 
men  who  neither  have  nor  expect  an  oflSce ;  men 
in  whom  the  nation,  without  regard  to  party, 
would  be  willing  to  confide;  give  them  amfue 
powers  to  form  a  treaty  or  arrange  the  sole 
question  which  is  now  the  pivot  on  which  this 
war  depends.  Do  all  this ;  do  it  fiuthfnlly,  and 
I  venture  to  predict  you  will  obtain  a  peace,  and 
secure  your  just  rights  more  speedily,  more  ef- 
fectually, and  more  satisfactonly  to  tiie  people 
of  this  country,  than  by  all  the  military  opera- 
tions in  the  compass  of  your  power. 


Monday,  January  4. 
EnwARD  HsMPSTKAD,  rctumcd  to  serve  as 
the  Delegate  in  this  House  firom  the  Territory 
of  Missouri,  appeared,  produced  his  credentials^ 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat 

Additional  Military  I\n-ee. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  fbr  raising  for  one  year  an  additional  mili- 
tary force  of  twenty  thousand  men. 
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The  qaestion  was  stated  on  the  eDgrossment 
of  the  bill  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Bbioham. — ^Mr.  Speaker,  the  bill  under 
consideration,  if  pa^ised  into  a  law,  will  deeply 
affect  my  oonstitnents  and  the  public  in  gene- 
nd.  It  proYides  for  prosecuting  this  war  on  a 
more  extensive  scale — ^it  is  a  kind  of  second  de- 
claration of  war.  The  objects  of  conquest  are 
multiplied ;  the  field  of  operation  is  enlarged ; 
the  .^rmy  must  bo  increased  with  the  addition 
of  20,000  regular  trooos;  and  enlistments  en- 
oouraged  by  additional  Dounty  and  wages.  Sir, 
this  is  the  system  of  arrangement  to  prosecute 
the  sdieme  of  foreign  invasion.  One  error  fre- 
qvently  preiMiros  the  way  for  another;  we  are 
now  unhappUy  involyed  in  the  calamities  of 
war,  and  tibe  question  is,  how  we  shall  prose- 
cute and  support  it 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  been  uniformly,  and  in 
principle,  opposed  to  this  war,  and  of  course 
oppoMd  to  all  the  measures  connected  with  it; 
that,  in  his  opinion,  this  war  was  both  politi- 
cally and  morally  wrong;  that  it  was  declared 
without  suitable  preparaticMi,  without  necessity, 
without  an  army,  without  adequate  resources, 
and  without  uDanimitv ;  it  has  been  prosecuted 
without  success;  we  have  also  gained  nothing 
but  loss,  defeat,  and  disgrace ;  uie  people  are 
alarmed  at  the  loss  of  their  peacd,  distressed 
with  the  iruits  of  the  war,  and  have  serious  ap- 
prehensions of  what  may  be  the  Mure  measures 
of  Congress  on  this  su^ect. 

Sir,  continued  Mr.  B.,  this  war  is  of  an  of-' 
fbnsive  character;  it  is  a  war  of  conquest,  to- 
tally inconsistent  with  the  spirit  and  genius  of 
our  constitution,  and,  if  prosecuted  in  the  pres- 
ent divided  state  of  the  country,  I  fear  it  may 
be  fiBttal  to  our  most  valuable  institutions.  Re- 
publics, sir:  ought  never  to  be  engaged  in  a 
foreign,  offensive  war;  they  are  calculated  only 
for  defensive  war. 

Sir,  there  is  something  unaccountable,  that 
the  disposition  to  prosecute  this  war  should  in- 
crease, as  the  causes  of  the  war  decrease,  and 
the  means  and  ability  to  cany  it  on  lessen. 
The  war  which  we  now  have  on  hand  is  predi- 
cated principally  on  the  Orders  in  CoundL 
The  impressment  of  seamen,  during  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  was  considered  of  minor 
importance  and  as  a  proper  subject  of  negotia- 
tion between  the  two  nations,  and  was  so  con- 
sidered in  the  days  of  General  Washington,  in 
those  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  why  not  now  by 
Mr.  Madison  ? 

Sir,  the  Orders  in  Council  which  interfered 
with  our  neutral  rights  are  revoked.  The  Pres- 
ideoit,  in  his  Message  at  the  commencement  of 
this  session,  declared  the  fiict,  and  the  war  now 
rests  solelv  on  the  subject  of  impressment.  I 
do  not  beheve  that  the  prosecuting  of  this  war 
will  have  a  tendency  to  bring  about  an  amica- 
ble and  satisfactory  adjustment  on  this  subject, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  war,  if  it  ever  ceases, 
this  question  of  impressment  must  be  settled  by 
treaty. 

Sir,  at  this  time,  and  under  theee  circum- 


stances, we  are  called  on  to  augment  our  stand- 
ing army  to  the  member  of  55,000  regular  troops, 
to  prosecute  the  war  with  vigor,  and,  as  some 
say,  for  glory.  ^ 

Sir,  if  this  svstem  of  war&re  is  carried  into 
effect,  we  shall  unavoidably  create  an  annual 
expense  of  forty  millions  of  dollars;  and  where 
is  your  money  to  defray  this  expense  ?  Why, 
you  must  take  it  from  the  pockets  of  our  con- 
stituents, and  from  those  who  are  opposed  to 
this  war;  and  if  you  fail  of  obtaining  the  ne- 
cessary loans,  you  must  stop  payment ;  the  na- 
tion will  become  bankrupt,  and  future  genera- 
tions will  be  loaded  with  an  enormous  debt. 

Sir,  can  this  be  for  the  honor  and  interest  of 
the  American  people;  can  it  be  for  the  satis- 
fiiction  of  our  constituents;  are  they  in  love 
with  this  warf  Are  they  prepared  to  barter 
away  their  pro^rfy  and  their  peace  for  the 
hazitfds  and  fiEitigne  of  a  foreign  war,  which 
promises  nothing  but  poverty  and  distress  f  It 
is  impossible.  Sir,  it  is  said  that  we  are  now 
about  to  make  one  sublime  military  effort^ 
which  shall  do  honor  to  this  nation ;  that  with 
these  troops  we  are  to  take,  not  only  the  Cana- 
das,  but  Haliikc  and  Nova  Scotia,  and,  for 
an|^  I  know.  East  Florida,  follow  up  the  Tip- 
pecanoe expedition,  and  exterminate  the  In- 
dians. Mr.  B.  said  that  he  never  had  known 
the  incipient  cause  nor  by  what  authority  Gen- 
eral Harrison  made  his  incursion  into  the  wil- 
derness, beyond  where  tiie  United  States  had 
extingojshed  the  Indian  titles,  and  destroyed 
the  I^phet^s  town,  but  said  that  he  hoped  the 
time  would  come  when  he  should  know  the 
merits  of  that  enterprise. 

Mr.  B.  said  if  the  friends  of  this  bill  and  of 
the  war  could  accomplish  their  darling  object 
subdue  and  take  nosseasion  of  the  Ganadas,  and 
all  the  other  British  provinces  in  North  Ameri- 
ca, in  his  opinion  it  would  be  a  great  public 
misfortune-r-fatal  to  the  civil  liberties  of  the 
country,  and  change  the  character  of  our  Gov- 
ernment 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  with  these  impressions  I  de- 
precate tiie  taking  of  the  Canadas,  or  the  other 
British  provinces,  as  I  do  the  loss  of  liberty  and 
the  ruin  of  this  country.  This  war  cannot  be 
perpetuated  and  prosecuted  without  violating 
the  laws  of  humanity  and  justice,  the  laws  of 
religion  and  morality — and  these  laws  are  to  be 
respected  as  well  by  nations  as  by  individuals ; 
ana  we  have  not  only  reason  to  believe,  but  do 
believcL  that  the  God  of  Armies,  who  superin- 
tends tne  concerns  of  men,  will  give  success  to 
our  arms,  or  blast  our  enterprise,  according  to 
its  moral  character.  If  the  Canadas  are  sub- 
dued and  conquered,  it  must  be  done  by  force 
of  arms ;  and  what  have  the  inhabitants  of  those 
provinces  been  guilty  of,  which  warrant  this 
Government  in  putting  them  to  the  sword  ? 

Su:,  they  are  now  inoffensive,  and  quietly 
pursuing  their  own  business ;  they  are  content 
under  their  own  Administration;  they  are  pro- 
tected by  their  own  Gk>vernment,  and  are  not 
panting  for  the  liberties  of  this  country,  as  was 
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▼oinly  supposed  the  last  seasoo,  nor  do  they  ask 
us  to  relieve  them  from  the  oppression  of  their 
own  Government,  which  General  Hull,  in  his 
tender  mercy,  promised  them  in  his  pompous 
proclamation,  on  the  condition  that  they  would 
revolt  from  their  rightful  Sovereign,  and  put 
themselves  under  his  gracious  protection ;  nor 
were  they  terrified  by  the  threat  of  extermina- 
tion, if  found  fighting  in  their  own  defence  by 
the  side  of  an  Indian ;  nor  were  they  to  be  se- 
duced from  their  allegiance  by  promises  which 
could  not  be  performed.  No,  sir,  nor  do  they 
ask  any  favor  but  that  you  cease  from  trou- 
bling. Sir,  they  will  not  submit,  and  they  have 
told  you,  by  their  actual  resistance,  that  they 
will  defend  themselves,  their  councils,  their 
firesides,  their  wives,  and  their  children,  their 
rights  and  their  property ;  and  they  are  not  to 
be  subdued  but  at  the  price  of  blood.  And 
where  is  your  authority,  where  is  your  right 
to  go  home,  invade,  and  break  into  a  foreign 
territory,  and  there  establish  a  slaughter-house 
for  the  brave  sons  of  America;  there  spill  your 
blood,  and  expend  your  treasure,  destroy  cities, 
and  demolish  houses,  plunder  the  inhabitants, 
and  waste  the  substance  of  the  industrious  and 
the  innocent  ?  Sir.  there  is  no  right  but  a  Na» 
poleon  right,  and  tnat  right  is  power,  and  not 
that  which  reason  approves. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  the  war  was  becoming  more 
and  more  unpopular  in  the  Eastern  States,  espe- 
cially in  the  State  which  he  had  the  honor  to 
represent ;  and  they  had,  in  their  late  elections, 
come  forth  and  declared  it  in  a  voice  and  lan- 
guage which  cannot  be  misunderstood.  And 
whether  there  will  be  a  mtgority  in  the  next 
Oongress  in  favor  of  this  war  was  uncertain — 
he  hoped  not. 

Mr.  RiDGELT  said  he  claimed  the  patience  of 
the  House  while  he  assigned  the  reasons  that 
would  infiuence  him  to  vote  against  the  bill 
now  under  consideration.  He  considered  the 
force  contemplated  to  be  raised  by  the  bill  as 
nnnecessary.  The  present  Military  Estat)lish- 
ment  of  the  United  States  consisted  of  various 
descriptions  of  troops;  they  were  the  regular 
army,  the  rangers,  the  volunteers,  and  the  mi- 
litia. The  regular  army  was  made  up  of  the 
Peace  Establishment,  authorized  by  the  acts  of 
the  16th  of  March,  1802,  and  the  12th  of  April, 
1808,  containing  about  10,000  men,  including 
officers,  iand  of  the  "  additional  military  force," 
which  was  directed  to  be  raised  by  the  act  of 
the  11th  January,  1812 ;  these  different  estab- 
lishments were  incorporated  by  an  act  passed 
on  the  26th  of  June  last;  and  tibe  present  regu- 
lar army  of  the  United  States,  as  authorized  by 
law,  consisted  of  twenty-five  regiments  of  in- 
fant, three  regiments  of  artillery,  two  of  light 
dragoons,  one  of  riflemen,  and  one  of  light  ar- 
tillery, containing  in  all  about  thirty-six  thou- 
sand men,  including  company  officers  and  pri- 
vates ;  of  these  the  President  might  have  not 
exceeding  fifteen  thousand  enlisted  for  eighteen 
months,  and  the  residue  enlisted  for  five  years, 
unless  sooner  discharged.    Of  the  rangers,  there 


were  seven  companies  by  the  acts  of  27th  Jan- 
uary, and  1st  July,  1812,  and  about  four  or  five 
hundred  men.  By  the  act  of  the  6th  February 
last,  the  President  was  authorized  to  accept  oif 
any  company  or  companies  of  volonteera,  either 
of  artillery,  cavalry,  or  infantry,  who  might 
offer  their  services  to  the  number  of  fif^  thou- 
sand men ;  their  commissioned  officers  were  lo 
be  appointed  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law 
in  the  several  States  and  Territories  to  whieh 
they  might  respectively  belong-,  iand  they  could 
only,  according  to  the  fiur  constructioa  of  thk 
act,  be  consid^ed  as  militia,  liable  to  be  called 
on  to  do  military  duty  at  any  time  within  two 
years  after  they  were  accepted  by  the  Pnn* 
dent,  and  bound  to  continue  in  service  one  year 
after  arriving  at  the  place  of  rendezvona  By 
the  law  of  the  6th  of  July  last,  the  Preddent 
was  empowered  to  appoint  and  commission  the 
officers  of  the  voluute^^  who  had  or  riioold 
ofiSsr  their  services,  and  to  form  them  into  bs^ 
talions,  squadrons,  &c.,  and  they  were  thus  con- 
verted from  militia  into  a  species  of  regular 
force.  By  the  act  of  the  10th  of  April  last,  the 
President  was  authorized  to  call  on  the  sevcnl 
States  and  Territories  for  their  respective  pro- 
portions of  a  detachment  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand militia;  and  the  call  has  been  noade,  I 
believe,  on  every  State  and  Territory.    Tlje 

g resent  military  force,  then,  of  the  United 
tates,  as  authorized  by  existing  laws,  consuts 
of  upward  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-six  thon- 
sand  men,  all  of  whom,  when  in  service,  are 
subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war.  Of 
th^  the  militia  can  only  be  used  in  the  proee- 
outton  of  this  war  for  defensive  purposes;  the 
regulars  and  the  volunteers  may  be  ordered  to 
act  ofiensively  against  the  enemy,  lliey  may 
amount,  as  we  have  seen,  to  eighty-six  thousand 
men ;  and  if  Canada  be  as  weak  and  badly  de» 
fended  as  gentlemen  seem  to  suppose,  and  the 
Administrat^n  should  persist  in  their  deter- 
mination to  conquer  it,  they  should,  I  think, 
be  satisfied  with  such  a  force  to  obtain  an  ob- 
ject so  easily  attahiable.  But,  sir,  said  Mr.  R., 
our  present  Military  Establishment  is  certainly 
sufficient  for  all  purposes  of  defence ;  and  I  wisfa 
to  see  no  land  forces  raised  for  any  other  pur- 
pose. I  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring  that  I 
should  lament  to  see  Canada  or  any  of  the 
British  provinces  on  this  continent  in  onr  pos- 
session, or  forming  a  part  of  the  American  Ba- 
public.  They  will  never  be  worth,  to  this  na- 
tion, in  any  point  of  view,  the  blood  and  treas- 
ure that  their  acquisition  will  cost  us.  It  has 
been  said  by  the  honorable  chairman  of  Uie 
Oommittee  on  Military  Affairs,  that  there  are 
now  in  Canada  twelve  thousand  regular  troops, 
and  that  the  militia  amount  to  six  thonsand. 
To  any  thing  that  gentleman  should  say,  as 
matter  of  fact  within  his  own  knowledge,  I 
should  give  the  most  implicit  credit  But  his 
estimate  of  the  militia  of  Canada  must  be  too 
low.  His  sources  of  information  on  this  point 
must  have  been  incorrect  The  popnlation  of 
Canada  (and  when  I  speak  of  Canaaa,  I  mean 
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both  Upper  and  Lower  Canada)  has  been  yari- 
onslj  stated,  from  three  to  five  hundred  thou- 
sand souls ;  according  to  no  account,  I  belieye, 
can  it  be  leas  than  three  hundred  thousand; 
and,  I  presume,  no  gentleman  on  this  floor  will 
say  that  estimate  is  too  high.  Take,  then,  the 
population  of  Canada  to  be  800,000  souls ;  what 
number  of  militia  should  this  population  fur- 
nish ?  We  will  take  the  State  of  New  Jersey 
as  a  guide  for  our  calculation ;  according  to  the 
census  of  1810,  the  population  of  that  State  is 
245,255,  and  its  militia,  by  the  return  for  the 
same  year,  88,740,  and  the  militia  bears  about 
the  same  proportion  to  the  population  in  the 
States,  generally,  as  it  does  in  this  State.  If^ 
then,  the  militia  of  Jersey,  with  its  population, 
amounts  to  near  thirty-four  thousand,  we  may, 
I  think,  without  danger  of  contradiction,  esti* 
mate  the  militia  of  Canada  (with  a  laiger  popu- 
lation) at  between  thirty  and  forty  thousand ; 
to  these  add  the  twelve  thousand  regular  troops, 
and,  in  all  probability,  before  we  can  act  offen- 
sively against  them  in  the  Spring,  the  number 
of  these  troops  will  be  greatly  increased,  and 
they  may  have  an  efficient  force  of  about  fifty 
thousand  men  to  oppose  an  invading  army.  It 
ought  to  be  recollected,  also,  that  a  generous 
people,  contending  in  their  own  defence,  are 
actuated  by  far  different  and  more  worthy  mo- 
tives than  an  army  of  soldiers  can  be  who  at- 
tempt their  subjugation.  The  Canadians  will 
contend  for  their  homes,  their  wives,  their 
children;  for  every  thins  that  can  or  that 
ought  to  be  dear  to  the  human  heart.  Hiey 
wiU  be  excited  in  such  a  cause  to  the  boldest 
deeds.  Instead  of  traitors,  we  shall  find  them 
trae  to  their  country  and  themselves,  and  able 
and  ready  to  exert  all  their  energies  in  l^eir 
own  defence.  If  we  conquer  them,  it  must  be 
by  great  exertions,  and  with  inunense  loss.  To 
subdue  a  people  acting  under  tiie  impulse  of 
such  considerations  as  will  operate  on  them, 
will  require  a  force  at  least  double  to  that 
which  they  can  oppose  to  us.  But  can  anv 
man  imagine  that,  if  we  invade  the  British 
colonies,  the  war  will  be  there  ?  Will  the  pride 
of  Britain,  powerful  as  she  is  at  sea,  and  ready 
at  any  moment  to  meet  every  emei^ency,  per- 
mit her  tamely  to  look  on  and  see  her  provinces 
wrested  from  her,  without  exerting  herself  with 
all  her  energies  for  their  security  ?  Will  she 
make  no  diversions  in  their  favor  ?  Will  she 
suffer  us  to  carry  the  war  into  her  territories, 
and  not  retort  upon  us?  Does  an  unprotected 
seacoast  of  two  thousand  miles  afford  her  no 
opportunities  of  attacking  us?  Do  our  rich 
and  flourishing  cities,  exposed  without  defence 
on  the  seaboard,  to  tne  cannon  of  her  ships  of 
war,  furnish  her  with  no  objects  worthy  her 
attention  f  Will  the  city  of  New  York,  laid  in 
ashes,  atone  for  the  invasion  of  Canada;  or, 
will  the  acquisition  of  Canada  compensate  to 
OS  for  the  loss  of  New  York  f  Sir,  said  Mr.  R., 
ten  Canadas,  ten  times  told,  would  not  be  worth 
to  this  nation  that  single  city. 
Bat  of  what  value  would  these  provinces  be 


to  us,  if  they  could  be  eaaily  acquired  ?    Shall 
we,  by  their  conquest,  obtain  the  objects  for 
which  this  war  is  waged  ?    Shall  we  thereby 
secure  our  commercial  rights  ?    Not  at  all,  sir. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  the  British  Government 
would  offer  them  to  us,  it  would  be  our  true 
policy  to  reftise  to  accept  them.    It  is  known 
to  everybody  that  the  population  of  several  of 
the  Eastern  States  is  now  ftiU,  and  that  great 
numbers  of  their  citizens  are  t^onstantly  emi- 
grating.   The  direction  this  emigration  takes, 
it  is  a&o  well  known,  is  South  and  West.    This 
surplus  of  population  of  the  Eastern  States  set- 
tles on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi, 
and  carries  with  it  its  Eastern  habits,  and,  if 
you  please,  its  Eastern  prq*udices.    They  be- 
come connected  and  united  with  the  people  of 
the  South  and  West.    This  union  and  inter- 
course will  tend  to  render  as  the  brothers  of 
one  family  the  citizens  of  this  extended  Empire. 
The  prejudices  of  the  South  against  the  North, 
and  the  North  against  the  South,  are  weakened 
daily  and  will  be  destroyed.    The  course  this 
emigration  takes  is  just  as  it  should  be.    The 
currents  flow  from  the  extremities  into  the 
centre  of  the  country.    The  operation  is  most 
beneficial  to  the  nation,  and  tends  constantly  to 
strengthen  and  cement  the  union  of  the  States. 
But  if  the  British  provinces  should  be  conquer- 
ed  and  become  incorporated  into  the  Bepublic, 
the  direction  of  the  emigration  from  the  North- 
ern and  Eastern  States  will  be  at  once  changed. 
It  will  take  a  North  instead  of  a  South  course. 
It  will  go  just  where  it  ought  not  to  go.    The 
strength  of  the  nation,  already  too  much  scat- 
tered, will  be  still  more  weakened  by  a  further 
expansion  of  its  territory  and  population.    The 
Northern  and  Eastern  States,  at  present  pos- 
sessing more  than  their  proper  proportion  of 
wealth,  population,  and  strength,  and  having 
different  habits,  pursuits,  and  interests,  from 
the  Middle  and  Southern  States,  will,  by  the 
addition  of  these  provinces,  and  the  settlement 
of  their  surplus  of  population  in  them,  acquire 
a  weight  and  influence  that  this  Union  cannot 
control.    It  will  exist  only  at  their  pleasure, 
and,  in  a  few  years,  the  destruction  of  this  Gov- 
emment  and  a  separation  of  the  States  will  be 
the  inevitable  consequence. 

Mr.  Pitkin  rose  and  said : — ^Before,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, we  give  our  sanction  to  this  bill ;  before  we 
a^*ee  to  add  so  large  a  force  to  our  present 
army,  making  the  whole  number  fifty-five  thou- 
sand men,  is  it  not  a  duty  we  owe  to  ourselves 
and  to  our  constituents,  seriously  to  inquire  into 
the  policy,  into  the  necessity  of  the  measure,  as 
wel^  as  into  the  present  state  of  our  relations 
with  th^t  nation  against  which  we  have  de- 
clared war  ?  Almost  at  the  very  instant  when 
Congress  declared  war  against  Great  Britain, 
the  Orders  in  Council,  and  the  blockade  of  May, 
1806,  the  most  prominent  causes  of  the  war, 
were  removed.  1  have  always,  sir,  considered 
the  Orders  in  Council  as  the  greatest  obstacle 
to  the  restoration  of  harmony  and  free  inter- 
course between  the  two  countries.    Had  this 
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obstacle  been  removed  before  the  declaration 
of  war,  no  one  can  believe  that  the  Executive 
would  have  recommended,  or  that  a  minority 
in  either  Honse  of  Congress  would  have  adopt- 
ed a  measure  always  fraught  with  evils  in  all 
governments,  and  which,  in  a  Government  like 
ours,  ought  never  to  be  resorted  to  but  in  the 
last  extremity.  I  cannot  believe  that  the  Pred- 
dent,  in  that  case,  would  have  recommended  it, 
when,  on  the  26th  of  July,  1811,  through  the 
Secretary  of  State,  he  informed  the  British 
Minister  that,  on  the  revocation  of  the  Orders 
in  Council,  the  non-importation  law  would  be 
removed,  and,  of  consequence,  commercial  in- 
tercourse would  be  restored  between  the  two 
nations.  It  would  be  strange,  indeed,  if  the 
President  should,  in  one  moment,  restore  a  fi*ee 
intercourse  between  the  two  countries,  and,  in 
the  next,  recommend  to  Congress  a  declaration 
of  war,  solely  on  account  of  another  topic  re- 
maining in  dispute.  And,  in  case  such  recom- 
mendation had  been  made,  if  any  confidence  is 
to  be  placed  in  the  declared  opinions  of  gentle- 
men, many  who  voted  for  the  war  would  not, 
under  such  circumstances,  have  given  it  their 
support.  Unfortunately  for  the  country,  the 
President  did  not  embrace  the  opportunity, 
presented  by  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, to  remove  the  non-importation  law,  and 
thereby  smooth  the  way  for  a  complete  restori^ 
tion  of  harmony  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States.  Sir,  this  would  have  been  done, 
and  the  remaining  subject  of  dispute  been  left 
in  the  same  situation  as  before  tne  declaration 
of  war,  to  be  acy^sted  by  amicable  arrange- 
ments. But,  sir,  as  this  was  not  done,  it  re- 
mains for  us,  it  remains  for  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  to  determine  whether  they  will 
encounter  all  the  evils^  all  the  calamities  of 
war;  whether  they  will  sacrifice  the  fairest 
prospects,  and  the  best  interests  of  this  rising 
country,  on  the  point  now  in  dispute  with 
Great  Britain. 

In  the  few  remarks  I  shall  submit  to  you,  sir, 
and  to  the  House,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  go 
into  the  consideration  of  all  the  original  avowed 
causes  of  the  war;  but  to  confine  myself  to  the 
new  aspect  of  affairs,  presented  to  us  since  the 
declaration  of  war  by  the  removal  of  the  Orders 
in  Council  and  blockades. 

On  the  subject  of  impressments,  for  which 
alone  the  war  is  now  to  be  continued,  what,  let 
me  ask,  is  the  principle  for  which  our  Govern- 
ment contends  ?  It  is  this,  sir :  that  the  flag  of 
the  merchant  vessel  shall  cover  all  who  sail 
under  it;  or,  in  other  words,  that  our  flag  shall 
protect  all  the  foreigners  our  merchants  may 
think  proper  to  employ  in  their  service,  whether 
naturalized  or  not  Before  we  raise  immense 
armies,  before  we  sacrifice  any  more  of  the 
lives  of  American  citizens^  let  us  inquire — 

1st,  Whether  the  principle,  if  yielded  to  us 
to-morrow,  would  benefit  our  native  seamen,  or 
would  promote  the  real  permanent  interests  of 
their  country. 

2d.  Whether  there  is  a  probability  of  obtain- 


ing a  recognition  of  this  principle  by  a  oootinii- 
ance  of  the  war. 

The  foreigners  employed  in  our  serriee  are 
those  who  have  not  been  naturalized,  and  Hbosb 
who  have  taken  the  benefit  of  oar  natoralitt- 
tion  laws.  The  former  constitute  nearty  tin 
whole :  the  latter  class  is  very  inconsidenbK 
The  foreigners  of  the  first  description,  of  ooons, 
were  in  competition  with  our  native  seamen, 
and  either  exclude  them  from  employment,  or 
lessen  the  rate  of  their  wages,  in  tins  waj, 
then,  the  employment  of  foreign  seamen  k  an 
injuiy  to  our  native  seamen ;  and,  in  a  nitioDil 
I>oint  of  view,  it  may  well  be  questioned,  whether 
their  employment  subserves  the  permaneiii  and 
sdid  interest  of  the  country. 

Is  it  not,  sir,  of  the  first  importance  to  «,  as 
a  commercial  and  maritime  OAtion,  espedal^ 
when  it  may  be  engaged  in  a  war  with  a  grut 
naval  power,  to  be  able  to  have  a  soffideiit 
number  of  native  seamen  employed  in  oor  8e^ 
vice  ?  Seamen,  who  shall  be  attached  by  ererj 
tie  to  this  country,  and  on  whom  we  can  de- 
pend for  its  defence  in  time  of  dang^f 

Thii^  dr,  it  is  presumed,  cannot  be  denied. 
If  so.  IS  it  not  the  dictate  of  wisdom  and  of 
sound  policy  for  us  to  give  encouragement  to 
our  native  seamen  in  preference  to  tlioseof  aay 
foreign  country  t 

The  situation  in  which  we  now  are  pnyves 
the  correctness,  as  well  as  the  importance,  of 
the  position.  We  are  now  at  war  with  Great 
Britain.  And,  at  the  very  time  when  this  war 
was  declared,  thousands  of  British  seamen  who 
had  not  been  naturalized  in  this  country,  were, 
and  they  still  continue  in  our  employment 
These  seamen  (I  am  speaking,  sir,  of  those  not 
naturalized)  are  now  claimed  as  British  sob- 
ject^  and,  indeed,  by  our  own  laws,  are  now 
considered  as  alien  enemies.  Will  geotlemeo 
suffer  me  to  turn  their  attention  to  this  last 
&ct? 

By  a  law  passed  the  6th  of  July,  1798,  it  ii 
enacted,  that  **  whenever  there  shall  be  a  de- 
clared war  between  the  United  States  and  any 
foreign  nation  or  Government,  &c.,  all  natires, 
citizens,  denizens,  or  subjects,  of  the  hostile  na- 
tion or  Government,  being  males  of  the  a^  of 
fourteen  ^rears  and  upwards,  who  shall  be  with- 
in the  United  States,  and  not  aetuaUy  nAtefol- 
ised^  shall  be  liable  to  be  apprehended,  restrain- 
ed, secured,  tmd  removed,  as  alien  enemia^ 
Ought  we,  sir,  to  depend  upon  these  men  to 
man  our  fleets,  or  to  aefend  our  ports  and  har- 
bors ?  So  fiur  as  foreigners  of  thb  descriplioB 
are  concerned,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  it 
is  not  for  the  interest  of  this  country  that  oar 
flag  should  protect  them,  and  that  I  will  never 
consent  to  continue  this  war  for  the  mainten- 
ance of  this  prindple  on  their  aoooant  It  ia 
well  known,  sir,  tiiat  not  only  Great  Britaio, 
but  that  France,  and  all  the  nations  of  Eorope^ 
claim  a  rioht  to  the  services  of  all  their  subjccta 
in  time  of  war.  In  the  exercise  of  this  n^^t, 
the  history  of  Europe  shows  that,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  almost  all  wan,  prodamatioBS 
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have  been  issued  by  the  belligerent  powers,  re- 
calling their  subjects  to  aid  in  the  defence  of 
their  respective  countries.  Daring  the  present 
war  in  Europe,  this  has  been  done  by  Qrest 
Britain,  by  France,  and  the  other  belligerent 
powers.  With  respect  to  this  claim  of  alle- 
giance, it  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  into  the 
discussion  whether,  in  the  abstract,  it  is  well  or 
ill  founded.  This  would  lead  me  too  &r,  and 
would  tend  to  no  practical  good.  I  will,  how- 
ever, observe,  that  it  is  a  right,  a  daim,  which 
has  been  long  exercised  in  Europe,  and  has 
been  sanctioned  and  acknowledged  by  the  most 
able  and  distinguished  European  writers  on 
public  lawv 

With  reelect  to  foreigners,  who  have  been 
naturalized  under  our  laws,  the  question  is  of 
a  more  distinct  nature,  and  presents  greater 
difficulties.  We  ought,  undoubtedly,  to  fulfill 
aU  our  obligations  towards  them.  What  these 
obligations  are,  and  how  far  they  extend,  are 
questions  about  which  a  diversity  of  sentiment 
may  prevail — ^WhUe  they  remain  within  our 
territories,  and  within  our  exclusive  jurisdiction, 
they  are  shielded  by  the  general  principle,  ^at 
all  within  our  dominion  and  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion, are,  of  course,  protected  against  ail  claims 
whatever,  and  never  to  be  molested  in  any  way 
without  our  consent  But,  sir,  when  they  go 
without  our  territories,  and  beyond  our  exclusive 
jurisdiction,  and  come  within  the  sphere  of  the 
daim  of  their  former  Government,  the  opinion 
of  the  best  writers  on  public  law  s^ems  to  be, 
that  the  obligation  of  the  country,  under  whose 
laws  they  have  been  naturalized,  does  not  ex- 
tend to  guaranty  them  against  such  claims, 
unless  their  allegiance  was  changed  with  the 
consent  of  their  former  Government  But,  sir, 
whatever  speculative  opinions  may  be  enter- 
tiuned  on  this  subject,  the  number  of  natural- 
ized seamen  is  so  small,  that  few,  if  any,  can 
be  of  opinion  that  we  ought  to  have  declared 
war,  or  that  we  ought  to  continue  it  on  their 
account  alone.  The  whole  number  of  seamen 
naturalized  from  1796  to  1810,  as  appears  by 
the  returns  made  to  tiie  Department  of  State, 
is  1,882.  This  indudee  those  of  all  nations. 
What  proportion  of  these  were  British,  or  how 
many  of  them  are  now  in  our  service,  it  is  im- 
posnble  to  determine.  I  presume,  however,  the 
number  of  naturalized  British  seamen  now  in 
our  employ  does  not  exceed  two  or  three  hun- 
dred. Shall  we,  sir,  continue  the  war  for  these 
men? 

I  am  aware,  sir,  that  with  respect  to  impress- 
ment from  our  merchant  vessels,  abuses  have 
happ^ed,  that  although  the  ri^ht  of  taking 
American  dtizens  is  not  claimed,  the  British 
commanders  have  not  been  scrupulous  whether 
they  took  British  subjects  or  American  citizens. 
Sir,  these  abuses  I  never  can,  and  I  never  will 
justify.  I  am  satisfied,  however,  that  they 
have  been  exaggerated. 

But,  sir,  let  me  ask,  if  we  have  not  really 
intended  to  protect  foreign  seamen  under  our 
flag,  if  we  have  not  been  guilty  of  gross  neg- 
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ligence,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  towards  our  native 
seamen?  whether,  by  our  laws,  and  the  prac- 
tice under  them,  we  have  afforded  them  all  that 
protection  and  security  to  which  they  are 
entitied? 

In  1706,  Oongress  passed  an  act  for  the  relief 
and  protection  of  American  seamen.  By  this 
act,  the  collectors  of  the  several  ports  were 
directed,  on  application,  to  enter  the  names  of 
seamen,  being  citizens  of  the  United  States,  to 
grant  them  certificates,  in  a  form  given  in  the 
act.  In  this  certificate,  the  collector  is  to  de- 
scribe the  person  of  tlie  applicant:  also,  to 
declare  that,  on  proof  produced  to  him  a^ee* 
able  to  the  act,  the  seaman  is  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  of  America. 

It  is  not  a  little  singular  that,  although  the 
proof  of  citizenship  to  be  produced  to  l£e  col- 
lector must  be  agreeable  to  the  directions  of  the 
act,  the  act  itself  nowhere  directs  what  that 
proof  must  be.  Every  collector,  therefore,  has, 
under  this  act,  used  his  own  discretion,  or  has 
pursued  such  directions  as  he  may  have  received 
from  the  Qovernment  as  to  the  kind  of  proof. 
What,  sir,  has  been  the  practice  under  this  law  f 
Have  those  certificates,  or  protections,  as  they 
are  commonly  called,  been  confined  to  honaftde 
American  citizens?  No,  sir;  we  cannot,  we 
ought  not-,  to  shut  our  eyes  agunst  facts  too 
notorious  to  be  concealed  or  denied.  Under 
this  act,  made  expressly  for  the  protection  of 
American  seamen,  every  foreign  seaman,  almost, 
at  the  moment  of  setting  his  feet  on  our  shores, 
has  obtained  a  certificate  fi-om  some  collector, 
that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States;  and, 
with  this  certificate  in  his  pocket,  although 
perhaps  a  deserter  from  his  own  Government, 
he  enters  a  public  or  private  vessel,  as  an  Amer- 
ican seaman.  The  n^ode  of  obtaining  proof 
of  citizenship  is  well  understood.  Among 
other  modes,  some  of  which  are  too  disgraceftu 
to  be  mentioned  in  this  place,  those  foreign 
seamen  will  go  before  a  magistrate,  and,  al- 
though hardly  able  to  speak  the  English  lan- 
guage intelligibly,  will  swear,  for  each  other, 
that  they  were  bom  within  the  United  States, 
and  are  American  citizens.  On  such  proof,  a 
proof  of  this  sort,  the  collector  issues  his  cer- 
ti^cate. 

It  will  be  recollected,  sir,  that  this  subject  was 
brought  before  this  House  during  the  last  ses- 
sion, in  a  case  ftom  Philadelphia,  when  a  cer- 
tificate of  this  kind  was  obtained  by  the  most 
flagrant  and  avowed  act  of  peijury  on  the  part 
of  a  fordgner  who  had  just  arrived  in  this 
country.  It  was  found,  on  inquiry,  that  there 
was  no  law,  either  of  Pennsylvania  or  of  the 
United  States,  to  punish  the  man  for  this  act  of 
false  sweariujj.  Not  only  have  these  protec- 
tions been  thus  obtained  by  fraud  and  peHury, 
but  they  have  also,  long  since,  been  an  ooject 
of  barter ;  they  have  been  bought  and  sold^ 
and  transferred  fi*om  one  to  another,  not  only 
in  this  country,  but  in  foreign  countries. 

To  show  the  extent  of  this  traffic  in  seamen's 
protections,  permit  me  to  state  some  facts^  of 
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which  I  have  no  doubt,  knowing  the  source 
fjrom  whence  I  have  derived  them.  An  Amer- 
ican captain  having  a  ship  in  Bristol,  in  England, 
without  a  crew,  he  applied  to  a  man  who  l^ept 
a  boarding-house  for  sailors,  to  procure  a  crew 
of  American  sailors  in  port ;  he  showed  him 
a  great  number  of  American  protections,  which 
he  agreed  to  sell  him  for  two  guineas  each, 
and  with  the  aid  of  these  to  procure  him  a  crew. 
By  high  wages,  and  by  suiting  these  protections 
to  the  description  of  British  sailors,  he  procured 
this  captain  his  ship^s  crew;  not  only  so,  but 
when  the  ship  was  about  to  sail,  and  it  was 
doubtful  whether  those  who  had  engaged  for  the 
Toyage  would  actually  go  on  board,  this  man 
actually  procured  some  of  a  press  gang  to  take 
them  as  American  sailors,  who  had  deserted 
from  their  ships,  and  put  them  on  board.  When 
we  ourselves  place  no  confidence  in  these  cer- 
tificates, when  we  know  that  they  are  thus 
obtained  by  fraud  and  peijury,  can  we  expect 
that  foreign  nations  will  give  credit  to  them? 
Instead  of  being  a  shield  and  protection  to  the 
real  American  sailor,  they  have  become  a  dan- 
gerous weapon  of  offence. 

Ksir,  it  is  not  for  the  permanent  interest  of 
the  United  States  to  employ  so  many  transient 
foreign  seamen,  we  ought  long  since,  not  only  to 
have  refused  these  false  protections,  but  to  have 
passed  laws  for  the  encouragement  of  our  native 
seamen,  similar  to  those  which  have  been  adopt- 
ed in  commercial  countries,  and  are  commonly 
called  navigation  acts.  This  would,  in  some 
measure,  have  relieved  us  from  the  evils  which 
we  now  experience,  in  consequence  of  the  em- 
ployment of  so  many  foreign  seamen. 


TussDAT,  January  5. 
Additional  Military  Force. 

The  House  resumed  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  military  force 
of  20,000  men  for  one  year,  the  question  being 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  BoTD.— Mr.  Speaker:  It  is  with  great 
difiSdence  that  I  address  the  Ohair.  When  the 
bill  now  before  the  House  was  under  discus- 
sion on  Saturday  last ;  that  is,  the  then  pro- 
posed amendment  to  insert  eighteen  months, 
mstead  of  one  year,  I  was  offering  my  reasons 
why  I  thought  that  that  amendment  ou^t  to 
prevail;  when,  unfortunately  for  me,  I  was 
considered  as  taking  too  great  a  latitude,  and 
prevented  from  connecting  my  remarks.  As 
there  is  little  difference,  in  pouit  of  principle, 
as  the  bill  then  was  and  now  is,  I  embrace  this 
opportunity  to  make  up  that  deficien<7,  and 
inll  now  take'  care  to  stick  as  dose  as  possible 
to  the  text. 

Sir,  I  am  opposed  to  passing  the  bill  to  a  third 
reading,  because  I  believe  it  to  be  altogether  in- 
adequate to  the  purpose  intended  to  hd  accom- 
plished by  it.  Sir,  when  I  last  addressed  the 
Chair,  I  then  took  a  retrospective  view  of  our 
past  expectations,  plans,  and  propositions,  from 
which  we  expected  to  derive  great  advantages. 


Such  were  the  expectations  of  that  time,  that  I 
did  not  accord  with  them.  Those  expectatioot 
have  not  been  realized ;  but,  instead  thereof 
we  have  met  with  dLsappointments  and  misfor- 
tunes. I  thought  that  viewing  the  errors  of 
the  past  was  the  most  certain  way  to  avoid  the 
future ;  and  I  am  not  at  this  tune  sensible  of 
that  being  erroneous. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  an  old  man,  and  not  in  tlie 
habit  of  public  speaking ;  and  if  I  have  not  tbs 
fiftcultv  of  oompo^ng  my  arguments  in  so  eoa- 
nected  a  form  as  a  lawyer^s  special  pleadings,  I 
hope  the  House  will  excuse  me,  and  grant  zoe 
their  indulgence  to  do  it  in  such  form  as  my 
capacity  will  admit  of. 

[The  Speaxxb  observed  that  it  was  unpleas- 
ant to  the  Ohair  that  the  gentleman  should  in- 
dulge in  such  remarks ;  he  had  certainly  no 
wish  not  to  give  fidl  latitude  to  debate.  Mr.  B. 
said  he  stood  corrected,  and  was  allowed  to 
proceed.] 

Then,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  object,  because,  in  my 
opinion,  it  is  not  calculated  to  produce  the  de- 
sired effect,  or  that  which  is  intended  by  it: 
that  is,  to  raise  a  force  competent  to  the  om- 
quest  of  the  Oanadas  in  the  given  tame.  I  wiD 
ask  how  many  regiments  you  have  in  your  pres- 
ent establishment?  Say^  thirty-five,  and  yon 
add  twenty,  making  together  fifty-five:  what 
use  is  there  in  multiplying  regiments  without 
men?  The  Chairman  did  state  that  from  pru- 
dential motives,  he  had  tlKmght  it  inexpedieot 
to  give  the  number  now  actually  in  service,  or 
enliBted  by  the  present  establishment  Sir,  it 
is  not  mv  wish  to  go  into  a  strict  inquiry ;  the 
regard  I  have  for  the  honor  of  my  ooantiy 
forbids  me ;  but  I  wiU  suppose  seventeen  thou- 
sand, and,  I  believe,  that  is  large ;  then  there  ii 
left  officers  for  ei^teen  thousand  men.  Are 
these  not  sufficient  for  the  recruiting  serricet 
to  engage  every  man  who  is  willing  to  serro  hie 
country  ?  to  pkce  a  recruiting  officer  in  ahnort 
every  town  and  viUage  in  the  United  States! 
They  are;  and,  therefore,  you  ought  not  to 
create  an  unnecessary  addition.  If  the  pres- 
ent establishment  is  not  full,  what  is  the  reason  f 
Either  that  the  pay  and  bounty  are  not  suffi- 
cient inducements,  or  there  is  a  dislike  to  the 
service ;  your  creating  more  regiments  will  not 
remove  that  difficulty.  I  am  against  the  bOl, 
because  the  term  of  service  is  too  short  to 
answer  any  valuable  purpose.  Suppose  them 
intended  to  operate  as  a  force  against  Canada. 
Let  us  see  how  that  will  answer  the  purpose: 
Ton  send  out  your  warrants  to  commence  the 
enlistment  oi  the  proposed  troops  at  this  time ; 
how  long  a  time^  is  it  o<»templated,  wiB  be 
necessary  fbr  their  enlistment  t  My  opinion  i^ 
that  you  will  not  have  them  half  full  m  foor 
months;  it  is  then  lime  to  take  the  field,  and 
they  are  then  raw  troops.  The  honoraUa 
Chairman  (Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLmfs)  states  to  ^ 
the  number  of  troops  necessary  for  defensive 
operations^  according  to  his  calculation,  to  be 
ten  thousand ;  deducting  that  number  from  the 
present  establishment^  supposing  it  to  be  fUL 
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It  is  not  for  me  to  say  how  far  the  present 
establishment  is  short  of  the  whole  namber,  or 
will  be  at  that  time ;  bnt  we  know  that  it  is  far 
short;  we  do  not  know  that  it  can  be  filled,  and 
if  it  cannot,  then  those  calculations  are  fictitions. 
He  also  states  to  yon  that  the  regnlar  force  in 
the  Canadas  is  not  to  be  estimated  at  less  than 
twelve  thousand,  and  three  thousand  in  Halifax, 
besides  their  militia.  AcoordiDg  to  this,  and 
my  views,  yon  cannot  enter  Canada  the  next 
campaign  with  man  for  man ;  and  sorely  that 
is  not  sufficient  for  conquest  in  an  enemy's 
oountry.  But  I  will  suppose  that  you  dSdqner 
a  part  of  the  country;  that  part  must  be  gar- 
risoned if  you  will  keep  it  In  a  year  from  the 
time  of  enlistment  their  term  expires,  and  what 
becomes  of  your  conquest,  without  force  to 
keep  it,  supposing  it  to  be  made  ?  Say  that  the 
officers  will  be  c^ed  into  service  in  four  months, 
and  there  is  some  of  the  men  enlisted  six  or 
eight  months  hence;  the  officers  must  serve 
imtil  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  the  last  man 
engaged,  or  a  derangement  must  tidce  place- 
always  a  disagreeable  occurrence  in  an  army. 

Sir,  if  you  have  not  numbers  sufficient  to 
bear  down  all  opposition,  invade  it  not :  act  on 
the  defensive  until  you  have  engaged  your  men, 
and  for  a  term  of  time  sufficient  to  answer  your 
purpose ;  then  may  you  count  upon  success  and 
honor.  I  do  not  say  that  I  believe  land  con- 
quests will  produce  an  acknowledgment  of  our 
rights  on  the  ooean.^  I  believe  it  will  not ;  but 
umess  yon  act  with  great  regularity,  system, 
and  economy,  you  cannot  avoid  it;  you  must 
meet  with  nothing  but  disappointments  and 
disgrace. 

Mr.  Law  said  as  he  was  originally  opposed 
to  the  war,  and  the  preparatory  steps  which  led 
to  it,  he  could  not  admit  the  principle,  that  he- 
eatue  war  toas  declared  he  was  bound  to  ao> 
qniesoe,  and  lend  his  aid  to  promote  every  plan 
for^proseoutmg  the  war  which  might  be  pro- 
posed, however  wild  and  extravagant  the  same 
might  appear.  He  said  he  felt  it  a  duty,  and  he 
claimed  it  as  a  right,  (although  he  was  not  am- 
bitious very  often  to  exercise  the  right,)  to  offer 
objections  to  any  measures  which  might  be  in- 
troduced, if  he  supposed  they  were  not  calcu- 
lated to  produce  the  efRsct  intended,  althouffh 
he  might  not  be  in  &vor  of  the  object  itsdf ; 
or  if  he  believed  the  measure  proposed  would 
be  productive  of  real  evil.  Now,  sir,  on  this 
important  occasion  it  would  be  wise  for  a  mo- 
ment to  look  back,  and  if  we  can  bear  the  pain 
of  retrospection,  consider  what  this  nation  once 
was,  what  it  might  be,  and  what  it  in  fact  is. 
Time  was,  and  that  wiUiin  the  recollection  of 
ns  all,  when  industry,  commerce,  prosperity, 
and  peace,  gladdened  the  hearts  of  this  once 
happy  people,  and  the  use  of  arms  was  known 
only  as  a  nacific  pastime.  The  nation,  like  some 
individuals,  could  not  bear  the  intoxicating  in- 
fluence of  prosperity.  It  might  have  preserved 
its  enviable  condition,  but  It  labored  and  groan- 
ed under  the  weight  of  national  blessings;  it 
submitted  to  regard   the  sinister  views  and 


malign  influence  of  foreign  powers ;  it  listened 
— ^fatally  listened — ^to  a  serpent  more  fell  than 
the  serpent  of  old.  And  now  how  sad  is  the 
reverse,  let  a  dejected  and  impoverished  nation 
answer;  in  the  past,  we  see  departed  comforts; 
before  us,  we  behold  ruin  and  distress.  Tlte 
unhappy  crisis  to  which  we  have  arrived  has 
been  progressive.  Had  the  transition  been  sud- 
den, the  nation  would  have  been  driven  to  des- 
peration. We  have  been  often  admonished  by 
those  who  foresaw  the  present  evils ;  and  had  we 
been  wise,  might  have  avoided  the  calamities 
in  which  the  country  is  now  involved,  and  trom 
which  there  is  at  present  no  prospect  of  speedy 
relief. 

Sir,  we  will  no  longer  dwell  on  times  past; 
we  will  now  briefly  notice  the  causes  which 
were  alleged  in  the  mauifestoes  which  immedi- 
ately preceded  the  declaration  of  war,  and 
what  was  said  to  be  the  object,  and  attempt  to 
show  that  the  bill  now  under  consideration  is 
unnecessary  for  the  attainment  of  the  origin^ 
olject;  that  it  will  be  iiyurious  to  the  mili- 
tia, and  may  endanger  the  liberties  of  ib» 
country. 

As  to  the  causes  of  the  war,  without  admit- 
ting or  denying  their  justice  on  national  princi- 
ples to  justify  the  act  at  the  time  it  was  de- 
clared, he  might  say  that  some  of  the  pretended 
causes  have  never  been  seriously  relied  on  by 
our  own  Government  The  principal  one  has 
been  wholly  removed ;  and  but  one  of  the  in- 
genious catiEdogne  now  remains,  and  that  might 
easily  be  adjusted  to  the  mutual  satisfaction  of 
both  nations.  And,  sir,  it  ought  not  to  be  for^ 
gotten,  that  the  act  declaring  war  was  carried 
with  great  labor  and  much  reluctance;  and 
such  was  the  majority  in  eacu  branch  of  Con- 
gress that  it  might  well  have  justified  a  doubt 
as  to  the  expediency  when  it  did  pass.  Be- 
sides, a  large  proportion  of  the  United  States 
were  then,  and  even  since  have  been  opposed 
to  the  act  And  this  opposition  was  not  con- 
fined to  those  who  have  been  slanderously  re- 
ported to  be  in  the  interest  of  Great  Britain. 
The  disgust  and  abhorrence  was  felt  by  some 
of  the best'patriots  and  purest  bosoms  in  the 
oountry.  Experience  has  also  proved  that  the 
public  sentiment  was  against  the  war ;  witness 
the  feeble  ranks  of  your  volunteers,  the  slow 
and  reluctant  march  of  the  militia,  and  the 
tardy  progress  in  the  recruiting  service.  Sir, 
the  disgrace  and  disasters  which  have  hitherto 
attended  the  army,  have  resulted  more  from  a 
want  of  confidence  in  the  justice  and  propriety 
of  the  war.  than  from  the  lack  of  talents  in 
those  who  nave  conducted  the  battles,  incom* 
potent  as  they  have  been  represented  to  com- 
mand. A  nation  like  this  cannot  be  driven  to 
war.  They  must  feel  the  justice  and  necessity 
of  it,  and  the  justice  must  be  so  strong  as  to 
pierce  every  heart.  This  would  be  felt  in  a 
necessary  and  defensive  war;  then,  indeed,  the 
nation  would  smite  with  one  arm.  Before  such 
a  people,  roused  in  such  a  cause,  the  veteran 
legicms  of  Napoleon  would  be  compelled  to  bite 
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the  dost.  Suob,  alas  I  is  not  our  case.  We 
have  a  war,  without  the  spirit  or  unanimity 
which  springs  from  these  causes,  and  without 
the  pecuniary  means  of  supporting  it  Such  a 
war  must  be  disastrous!  On  what,  sir,  is  the 
honor  of  this  nation  now  suspended?  On  the 
Navy  I  that  little  navy  which  was  despised, 
neglected,  aud  forgotten,  until  it  fought  itself 
into  notice,  and  rescued  the  sinking  honor  of 
the  country. 

What,  sir,  was  the  avowed  object  of  this 
war?  '  It  has  ever  been  said  that  conquest, 
with  a  view  of  extending  our  territory,  and  en- 
lai'ging  our  dominion,  was  not  the  wish  of  this 
Government.  The  idea  of  this  Republic  fol- 
lowing the  footsteps  of  foreign  ambitious  na- 
tions, was  so  repugnant  to  uie  genius  of  the 
American  people,  and  the  constitution  under 
which  we  live,  that  few,  if  any,  of  the  warm- 
est advocates  of  the  war  dare  avow  it 

The  pretence  was  to  take,  or  rather  to  re- 
ceive Canada ;  for  it  was  vainly  supposed  the 
inhabitants  of  that  province  would  readUy  join 
our  standard,  on  the  first  invitation.  But  we 
must  go  through  the  form  of  conquest  to  pro- 
tect them  from  the  charge  of  treason  to  uieir 
own  Gk>vernmeDt  We  were  to  hold  Canada 
until  peace  should  return,  and  then  it  was  to 
be  dehvered  up  in  exchange  for  maritime  rights. 
And  this  it  was  supposed  would  be  a  powerful 
weapon  in  our  hands  in  the  negotiation.  With 
this  view  the  bills  augmenting  the  Army,  rais- 
ing the  volunteers,  and  transferring  the  militia, 
passed.  By  the  present  bill,  and  the  project 
connected  with  it,  the  original  plan  is  abandon- 
ed with  the  volunteers  and  mUitia,  and  we  are 
now  presented  with  a  compound  system  of 
conquest,  extermination,  and  defence.  It  would 
seem  with  the  force  of  fifty-five  thousand 
regular  troops,  we  are  to  conquer  all  the  resi- 
due of  North  America ;  exterminate  every 
tawny  infidel  this  side  of  the  Isthmus  of  Da- 
rien,  and  defend  a  seaooast  many  hundred  miles 
in  extent  from  the  incursions  of  the  enemy  I 
This  is  truly  a  gigantic  project.  He  said  he 
could  not  give  it  his  aid ;  and  he  thought  some 
honorable  gentlemen  who  voted  for  the  war 
would,  when  they  reflected  on  the  magnitude 
of  the  scheme  now  presented,  seize  this  occa- 
sion to  retire,  unwilling  to  entail  on  themselves 
and  posterity  the  expense  and  ruin  which  would 
flow  from  the  project,  if  carried  into  executicHi. 

Mr.  QnmcT.— Mr.  Spe^er,  I  fear  that  the 
state  of  my  health  may  prevent  my  doing  jus- 
tice to  my  sentiments  concerning  this  bill.  I 
will,  however,  make  the  attempt  though  I 
should  fail  in  it 

The  bill  proposes  that  20,000  men  should  be 
added  to  tne  existing  Military  Establishment 
This,  at  present,  consists  of  85,000  men.  So 
that  the  effect  of  this  bill  is  to  place,  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Executive,  an  army  of  65,000.  It 
is  not  pretended  that  this  addition  is  wanted 
either  for  defence  or  for  the  relief  of  the  Indian 
frontier.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  expressly  ac- 
knowledged that  the  present  eatablishment  is 


sufficient  for  both  of  those  olg^*^  But  the 
purpose  for  which  these  20,000  men  are  de- 
manded is,  the  invasion  of  Canada.  This  is 
unequivocally  avowed  by  the  chairmsn  of  the 
Committee  of  Military  Affairs,  (Mr.  D.  R.  Wil- 
LiAMB,)  the  organ,  as  is  admitted,  of  the  will 
and  the  wishes  of  the  American  Oabinet 

The  bill,  therefore,  brings,  neceasarily,  into 
deliberation,  the  conquest  of  Canada,  either  as 
an  object,  in  itself  desirable,  or  conaequentiaUy 
advantageous,  by  its  effect,  in  prodndng  an 
early  and  honorable  peace.* 

Before  I  enter  ui)on  the  discussion  of  thoss 
topics,  whidi  naturally  arise  from  this  state  of 
the  subject,  I  wiU  ask  your  indulgence,  for  one 
moment,  while  I  make  a  few  remarks  upon  tlus 
intention  of  the  American  Cabinet  thus  une- 
quivocally avowed,  I  am  induced  to  this  from 
the  knowledge,  which  I  have,  that  this  deoga 
is  not  deemed  to  be  serious  by  some  men  of 
both  political  parties ;  as  well  within  this  Houss 
as  out  of  it  I  know  that  some  of  the  friends 
of  the  present  Administration  do  consider  the 
proposition  as  a  mere  feint,  made  for  the  pur- 
pose of  putting  a  good  face  upon  things,  and  of 
strengthening  the  hope  of  a  successfnl  negotia- 
tion, by  exciting  the  apprehennons  of  the  Brit- 
ish Cabinet  for  the  fate  of  their  oolonie&  I 
know,  also,  that  some  of  those  who  are  opposed 
in  poUtical  sentiment  to  the  men  who  are  now 
at  the  head  of  afi^urs,  laugh  at  these  schemes 
of  invasion ;  and  deem  them  hardly  worth  con- 
troversy, on  account  of  their  opinion  of  the 
imbecility  of  the  American  Cabinet,  and  the 
embarrassment  of  its  resources. 

I  am  anxious  that  no  doubt  should  exist  upon 
this  subject  either  in  the  House  or  in  the  nation. 
Whosoever  considers  the  olnect  of  this  bill  to  be 
any  other  than  that  which  has  been  avowed,  is 
mistaken.  Whosoever  believes  this  bill  to  be  a 
means  of  peace,  or  any  thing  else  than  an  in- 
strument of  vigorous  and  long-protracted  war, 
is  grievously  deceived.  And  whoever  acts 
under  such  mistake,  or  such  deception,  will  have 
to  lament  one  of  the  grossest,  and  perhaps  one 
of  the  most  critical  errors  of  his  politi(»i  life. 
I  warn,  therefore,  my  political  opponents;  those 
honest  men,  of  whom  I  know  there  are  some, 
who,  paying  only  a  general  attention  to  the 
course  of  public  affairs,  submit  the  guidance  of 
their  opinions  to  the  men  who  stand  at  the  helm, 
not  to  vote  for  this  bill  under  any  belief  that  iti 
object  is  to  aid  negotiation  for  peace.  Let  such 
gentlemen  recur  to  theb  past  experience  an 
similar  occasions.  They  will  find  that  it  has  been 
always  the  case^  whenever  any  obnoxious  meas- 


•  This  debftta,  altboogli  criilBg  on  a  mbf  eet  wbldb  ton 
plied  ft  limited  diMoaaloii,  toon  peaed  bejoad  its  appeniA 
bovndBi  and  Instead  of  being  eonfined  to  the  rimple  miHtMT 
question  of  raising  additional  troopa,  expanded  intoadls- 
cossion  of  the  whole  policy,  ol^eots  and  oaosea  of  tte  var, 
and  became  the  principal  debate  of  the  eessfoa.  All  the 
leading  memben  of  the  Honse  took  part  in  It ;  and  wuj 
new  members,  then  young,  and  whose  names  haTs  siMs 
become  fSunons,  then  took  their  start. 
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ure  is  ftboot  to  be  passed,  that  its  passage  is  as- 
alsted  by  the  aid  of  some  such  collateral  sug- 
gestions. No  sooner  do  the  Cabinet  perceive 
Uiat  anj  potion,  which  thej  intend  to  adminis- 
ter, is  loathed  bj  a  considerable  part  of  the 
majority,  and  that  their  apprehensions  are  alive 
lest  it  should  have  a  sooming  effect  upon  their 
popularity,  than  certain  under-operators  are 
Bet  to  work,  whose  business  it  is  to  amuse  the 
minds,  and  beguile  the  attention  of  ^e  patients 
Tirhile  the  dose  is  swallowing.  The  language 
always  is:  "Trust  the  Cabinet' doctors.  The 
medicine  will  not  operate  as  you  imagine,  but 
quite  another  way."  After  this  manner  the 
fears  of  the  men  are  allayed,  and  the  purposes  of 
the  Administration  are  attained  under  sugges- 
tions very  different  from  the  true  motives. 
Thus,  the  embargo,  which  has  since  been  un- 
equivocally acknowledged  to  have  been  intended 
to  coerce  Great  Britain,  was  adopted,  as  the 
Executive  asserted,  "  to  save  our  essential  re- 
sources." So,  also,  when  the  present  war  was 
declared  against  Great  Britain,  members  of  the 
House  were  known  to  state  that  they  voted 
.  for  it  under  the  suggestion  that  it  would  not  be 
a  war  of  ten  daye :  that  it  was  known  that  Mr. 
Foster  had  instructions  to  make  definitive  ar- 
rangements, in  his  pocket ;  and  that  the  United 
States  had  only  to  advance  to  the  point  of  war, 
and  the  whole  business  would  be  settled.  And 
now  an  array,  which,  in  point  of  numbers, 
Cromwell  might  envy,  greater  Uian  tibat  witli 
which  Caosar  passed  &e  Rubicon,  is  to  be  help- 
ed through  a  reluctant  Congress,  under  the  sug- 
gestion of  its  being  only  a  parade  force,  to  make 
negotiation  successful;  that  it  is  the  incipient 
state  of  a  project  for  a  grand  pacification  I 

I  warn  also  my  political  friends.  These  gen- 
tlemen are  apt  to  place  great  reliance  on  their 
own  intelligence  and  sagacity.  Some  of  these 
will  tell  yon  that  the  invasion  of  Canada  is  im- 
possible. They  ask  where  are  the  men — where 
18  the  money  to  be  obtained  ?  And  thev  talk 
very  wisely  concerning  common  sense  and  com- 
mon prudence,  and  will  show,  with  much  learn- 
ing, how  this  attempt  is  an  offence  against  both 
the  one  and  the  other.  But,  sir,  it  has  been  my 
lot  to  be  an  observer  of  the  character  and  con- 
duct of  the  men  now  in  power  for  these  eight 
years  past  And  I  state,  without  hesitation,  that 

ap  scheme  ever  was,  or  ever  will  be,  rejected  by 
[lem,  merely  on  account  of  its  running  counter 
to  the  ordinary  dictates  of  common  sense  and 
common  prudence.  On  the  contrary,  on  that 
very  account^  I  believe  it  more  likely  to  be  both 
suggested  and  adopted  by  them.  And,  what 
may  appear  a  paraaoz,for  that  very  reason,  the 
chance  is  rather  increased  that  it  wiU  be  suo- 
cessfuL 

I  could  illustrate  this  position  twenty  ways. 
I  shall  content  myself  with  remarkinff  only  upon 
two  instances,  and  those  recent;  the  present 
war,  and  the  late  invasion  of  Canada.  When 
war  against  Great  Britain  was  proposed  at  the 
last  session,  there  were  thousands  in  these 
United  States,  and  I  confess  to  yon  I  was  myself 


among  the  number,  who  believed  not  one  word 
of  the  matter.  I  put  mj  trust  in  the  old  fiasb- 
ioned  notions  of  common  sense,  and  common 
prudence.  That  a  people,  which  nad  been  more 
l^an  twenty  years  at  peace,  should  enter  upon 
hostiKtiee  against  a  people  which  had  been 
twenty  years  at  war ;  that  a  nadon,  whose 
army  and  navy  were  little  more  than  nominal, 
should  engage  in  a  war  with  a  nation  possessing 
one  of  the  best  appointed  armies  and  the  most 
powerful  marine  on  the  globe ;  that  a  country, 
to  which  neutrality  had  been  a  perpetual  har- 
vest, should  throw  that  great  blessing  away  for 
a  controversy  in  which  nothing  was  to  be  gain- 
ed, and  every  thing  valuable  put  in  jeopardy; 
from  these,  and  innumerable  like  considerations, 
the  idea  seemed  so  absurd  that  I  never  once  en- 
terteined  it  as  possible.  And  now,  after  war 
has  been  declared,  the  whole  affair  seems  so  ex- 
traordinary and  so  utterly  irreconcilable  to  any 
previous  suggestions  of  wisdom  and  duty,  that  I 
know  not  what  to  make  of  it  or  how  to  believe 
it  Even  at  this  moment  my  mind  is  very  much 
in  the  state  of  certein  Pennsylvania  Germans, 
of  whom  I  have  heard  it  asserted  that  they  are 
taught  to  believe,  by  their  political  leaders,  and 
do  at  this  moment  consider  the  allegation, 
that  war  is  at  present  existing  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  to  be  a 
**  federal  falsehood." 

It  was  just  so  with  respect  to  the  invaidon  of 
Canada.  I  heard  of  it  last  June.  I  laughed  at 
the  idea,  as  did  multitodes  of  others,  as  an  at- 
tempt too  absurd  for  serious  examination.  I 
was  in  this  case  again  beset  by  common  sense 
and  common  prudence.  That  the  United  Stetea 
^ould  precipitete  itself  upon  the  unoffending 
people  of  that  neighboring  colony,  unmindfbl  A 
all  previously  subsisting  amities,  becaifeethe 
parent  Stete,  three  thousand  miles  distant,  had 
violated  some  of  our  commercial  rights ;  thai 
we  should  march  inland,  to  defend  our  ships, 
and  seamen;  that  with  raw  troops,  hastily  col- 
lected, miserably  anpointed,  and  destitute  of 
discipline,  we  should  mvade  a  country  defended 
by  veteran  forces,  at  least  equal,  in  point  of 
numbers,  to  the  invadhig  army ;  that  bounty 
should  be  offered  and  proclamations  issued,  in- 
viting the  subjects  of  a  foreign  power  to  treason 
and  rebellion,  under  the  influences  of  a  quarter 
of  the  country  upon  which  a  retort  of  the  same 
nature  was  so  obvious,  so  easy,  and,  in  its  con- 
sequences, so  awful ;  in  every  aspect,  the  design 
seemed  so  fraught  with  danger  and  dimace^ 
that  it  appeiured  absolutely  impossible  that  it 
should  be  seriously  entertained.  Those,  how- 
ever, who  reasoned  after  this  manner  were,  as 
the  event  proved,  mistaken.  The  war  was  de- 
chured.  Canada  was  invaded.  We  were  in  haste 
to  plunge  into  these  great  difficulties,  and  we 
have  now  reason,  as  well  as  leisure  enough,  lor 
re^t  and  repentance. 

The  great  mistake  of  all  those,  who  reasoned 
concerning  the  war  and  the  invasion  of  Canada, 
and  concl^ed  that  it  was  impossible  that  eiihet 
shoidd  be  seriously  intended,  resulted  from  this, 
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that  they  never  took  into  consideration  the  con- 
nection of  both  thoee  events  with  the  great  eleo- 
tion  for  the  Chief  Magistracy  whidi  was  then 
pendiog:.  It  never  was  sufficiently  considered 
by  them,  that  plunging  into  war  with  Great 
Britain  was  among  the  conditions  on  which  the 
support  for  the  Presidency  was  made  dependent. 
They  did  not  understand,  that  an  invasion 
of  Canada  was  to  be  in  truth  only  a  mode  of 
carrying  on  an  electioneering  campaign.  But 
since  events  have  explained  political  purposes^ 
there  is  no  difficulty  in  seeing  the  connections  be- 
tween projects  and  interesta.  It  is  now  ap- 
parent to  the  most  mole-sighted  how  a  nation 
may  be  disgraced,  and  yet  a  Cabinet  attain  its 
desired  honors.  All  is  dear.  A  country  may 
be  ruined,  in  making  an  Administration  happy. 

I  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  such  strange  schemes, 
apparently  irreconcilable  to  common  sense  and 
common  prudence,  were,  on  that  very  account, 
more  likely  to  be  successful  Sir,  there  is  an  au- 
dacity, which  sometimes  stands  men  instead 
both  of  genius  and  strength.  And  most  assur- 
edly, he  is  most  likely  to  perforin  that  which 
DO  man  ever  did  before,  and  will  never  be  likely 
to  do  again,  who  has  the  boldness  to  undertake 
that  which  no  man  ever  thought  of  attempt- 
ing in  time  past,  and  no  man  will  ever  think 
of  attempting  in  time  future.  I  would  not, 
however,  be  understood  as  intimating  that  this 
Cabinet  project  of  invasion  is  impracticable, 
either  as  it  respects  the  collection  of  means  and 
instruments,  or  in  the  ultimate  result.  On  the 
contrary,  sir,  I  deem  both  very  feasible.  Men 
may  be  obtained.  For  if  forty  dollars  bounty 
cannot  obtain  them,  a  hundred  dollars  bounty 
may,  and  the  intentioa  is  explicitiy  avowed  not 
to  suffer  the  attainment  of  the  desired  army  to 
be  prevented  by  any  vulgar  notions  of  economy. 
Money  may  be  obtained.  What  by  means  of 
the  iucreated  popularity  derived  from  the  aug- 
mentation of  the  navy,  what  by  opening  sub- 
scription offices  in  the  interior  of  the  country, 
what  by  large  premiums,  the  cupidity  of  the 
moneyed  interest  may  be  tempted  beyond  the 
point  of  patriotic  resistance,  and  all  the  attain* 
ed  means  being  diverted  to  the  use  of  the  army, 
pecuniary  resources  may  be  obtained,  ample  at 
least  for  the  first  year.  And,  sir,  let  an  army 
of  thirty  thousand  men  be  collected,  let  them 
be  put  under  the  command  of  a  popular  leader, 
let  them  be  officered  to  suit  his  purposes,  let 
them  be  flushed  with  victories,  and  see  the 
faaoittating  career  of  military  glory  opening  upon 
them,  and  they  will  not  thereafter  ever  be  de- 
ficient in  resources.  If  they  cannot  obtain 
their  pay  by  your  votes,  they  will  collect  it  by 
their  own  bayonets ;  and  they  will  not  rigidly 
observe  any  air-lines  or  water-lines  in  enforc- 
ing their  necesssry  levies;  nor  be, stayed  by 
abstract  speculation  concerning  right,' or  learned 
constitutional  difficulties. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  discuss  those  topics 
which  naturally  arise  out  of  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration, and  examine  the  proposed  invasion 
of  Canada,  at  three  different  pcnnts  of  view. 


1.  As  a  means  of  carrying  on  the  subsisting 
war. 

2.  As  a  means  of  obtaining  an  early  and  hon- 
orable peace. 

8.  As  a  means  of  advanouig  the  personal  and 
local  projects  of  ambition  of  the  members  of 
the  American  Cabinet. 

Concerning  the  invadon  of  Canada,  as  a 
means  of  carrying  on  the  subsisting  war,  it  is 
my  duty  to  speak  plainly  and  decidedly,  not 
oidy  because  I  herein  express  my  own  opin- 
ions upon  the  subject^  but^  as  I  oonscientioBsly 
believe,  the  sentiments  also  of  a  very  great 
minority  of  that  whole  section  of  coontry  in 
which  I  have  the  happiness  to  reside.  I  say 
then,  sir,  that  I  consider  the  invaoon  oi  Can- 
ada as  a  means  of  carryiuj;  on  this  war,  as  cmd, 
wanton,  senseless,  and  wicked. 

Ton  will  easily  understand,  Mr.  Speaker,  by 
this  very  statement  of  opinion,  that  I  am  not 
one  of  that  class  of  politicians  which  has  for  so 
many  years  predominated  in  the  world,  on 
both  sides  of  the  Atlantic.  You  will  readUy 
believe,  that  I  am  not  one  of  thoee  who  worship 
in  that  temple,  where  Condoroet  is  the  Hidi 
Priest  and  Macnlavel  the  God.  With  sach  pon- 
ticians  the  end  always  sanctifies  the  means;  the 
least  possible  good  to  themselves  perfectly  justi- 
fies^  according  to  their  creed,  the  inflii*ting  the 
greatest  possible  evil  upon  others.  In  the  judg- 
ment of  such  men,  if  a  corrupt  ministry  at  threa 
thousand  miles  diistance  shsil  have  done  them 
an  iigury,  it  is  an  ample  cause  to  visit  with  deso- 
lation a  peaceable  and  unoffending  race  of  men, 
their  neighbors,  who  happen  to  be  associated 
with  that  ministry  by  ties  of  mere  political  de- 
pendence. What  though  these  colonies  be  so 
remote  from  the  sphere  of  the  questions  in  con- 
troversy, that  their  ruin,  or  prospentj  ooold 
have  no  possible  influence  upon  tiie  result  i 
What  though  their'  cities  offer  no  plunder! 
What  though  their  conquest  can  yield  no  gloiy  t 
In  their  ruin  there  is  revenge.  And  revenge  to 
such  politicians  is  the  sweetest  of  all  monefai 
With  such  men,  neither  I  nor  the  people  of  that 
section  of  country  in  which  I  reode  hold  any 
oommunion.  There  is  between  us  and  them  no 
one  principle  of  i^mpathy  either  in  motive  or 
action. 

That  wise^  moral,  reflecting  people,  whieh 
constitute  the  great  maae  of  Ihe  population  of 
Massachusetts— indeed,  of  all  Kew  En^and— 
look  for  the  sources  of  ihw  political  duties  no- 
where else  than  in  thoee  fountains  from  whidb 
spring  their  mcHtil  duties.  According  to  their 
estimate  of  human  life  and  its  obligatloiMi,  both 
political  and  moral  duties  emanate  from  the 
nature  of  things,  and  from  the  essential  and 
eternal  relations  which  subsist  among  them. 
True  it  is^  that  a  state  of  war  gives  the  right  to 
seise  and  aj^ropriate  the  property  and  territoriei 
of  an  enemy.  True  it  is,  that  the  colonies  U 
a  foreign  power  are  viewed,  according  to  the 
law  of  nations,  in  the  lig^t  of  its  pn^fierty. 
But  in  estimating  the  propriety  of  carrying  das- 
olation  into  the  peaoefial  abodes  of  thek  naigh- 
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bors,  the  people  of  New  England  will  not  limit 
their  contemplation  to  the  mere  circnmstance 
of  abstract  right,  nor  ask  what  lawyers  and 
Jarispradists  have  written  or  said,  as  if  this 
was  conclusive  upon  the  subject.  That  people 
are  mnch  addicted  to  think  for  themselves,  and 
in  canvassing  the  propriety  of  such  an  invasion, 
they  will  consider  the  actual  condition  of  those 
colonies,  their  natural  relations  to  ns,  and  the 
effect  which  their  conquest  and  ruin  wiU  have, 
not  only  upon  the  people  of  those  colonies,  but 
npon  themselves^  and  their  own  liberties  and 
constitution.  And  above  all,  what  I  know  will 
fleem  strange  to  some  of  those  who  hear  me, 
they  will  not  forget  to  apply  to  a  case  occurring 
between  nations,  as  far  as  is  practicable,  that 
beaven-descended  rule  which  tne  great  author 
and  founder  of  their  religion  has  given  them 
for  the  regulation  of  their  conduct  towards 
each  other.  They  will  consider  it  the  duty  of 
these  United  States  to  act  towards  those  colo- 
nies as  they  would  wish  those  colonies  to  act, 
in  exchange  of  circumstances,  towards  these 
United  States. 

The  actual  condition  of  those  colonies,  and 
the  relation  in  which  they  stood  to  the  United 
States  antecedent  to  the  declaration  of  war, 
were  of  this  nature.  Those  colonies  had  no 
connection  with  the  questions  in  dispute  be- 
tween us  and  their  parent  State.  They  had 
done  us  no  injury.  They  meditated  none  to  us. 
Between  the  inhabitants  of  those  colonies  and 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  the  most  friend- 
ly and  mutually  useful  intercourse  subsisted. 
The  borderers  on  this,  and  those  on  the  other 
side  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  of  the  boundary 
line,  scarcely  realized  that  they  were  subjects 
of  different  governments.  They  interchanged 
expressions  and  acts  of  ci vili  ty .  Intermarriages 
took  place  among  them.  The  Canadian  some- 
times settled  in  the  United  States;  sometimes 
our  citizens  emigrated  to  Canada.  After  the 
declaration  of  war,  had  they  any  disposition  to 
assail  us?  We  have  the  reverse  expressly  in 
evidence.  They  desired  notiiing  so  much  as  to 
keep  perfect  the  then  subsisting  relations  of 
amity.  Would  the  conquest  of  those  colonies 
shake  the  policy  of  the  British  cabinet?  No 
man  has  shown  it.  Unqualified  assertions,  it  is 
true,  have  been  made,  but  totally  unsupported 
by  any  evidence,  or  even  the  pretence  of  argu- 
ment. On  the  contrary,  nothing  was  more  ob- 
Tioufl  than  that  an  invasion  of  Canada  must 
fitrengthen  the  Mnistry  of  Great  Britain,  by 
the  excitement  and  sympathy  which  would  be 
occasioned  in  the  people  of  that  country  in  con- 
sequence of  the  sufferings  of  the  innocent  in- 
baoitants  of  those  colonies,  on  account  of  a  dis- 
pute in  which  they  had  no  concern,  and  d 
which  they  had  scarcely  a  knowledge.  All  this 
was  anticipated — all  this  was  frequently  urged 
to  this  House,  at  the  last  and  preceding  sessions, 
as  the  necessary  effect  of  such  a  measure.  The 
event  has  justified  those  predictions.  The  late 
elections  m  Great  Britain  have  terminated 
in  the  complete  triumph  of  the  friends  ci  the 


British  Ministry.  In  effecting  this  change,  the 
conduct  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to 
Canada  has  had,  undeniably,  a  mighty  influence, 
by  the  disgust  and  indignation  felt  by  the  British 
people  at  a  step  so  apparently  wanton  and  cruel. 

As  there  was  no  direct  advantage  to  be  hoped 
from  the  conquest  of  Canada,  so  also,  there  was 
none  incidental.  Plunder  there  was  none — at 
least,  none  which  would  pay  the  cost  of  the 
conquest.  Glory  there  was  none.  Could  seven 
millions  <rf  people  obtain  glory  by  precipitating 
themselves  upon  half  a  million,  and  trampling 
them  into  the  dust?  A  giant  obtain  glory  by 
crushing  a  pigmy  I  That  giant  must  have  a 
pigmy^s  spirit  who  could  reap,  or  hope,  glory 
from  such  an  achievement 

Surely  a  people,  with  whom  we  were  con- 
nected by  90  many  natural  and  adventitious  ties, 
had  some  claims  upon  our  humanity.  Surely 
if  our  duty  required  that  they  and  theirs  should 
be  sacrificed  to  our  interests  or  our  passions, 
some  regret  mingled  in  the  execution  of  our 
purpose.  We  postponed  the  decree  of  ruin 
untu  the  last  moment.  We  hesitated — we  de- 
layed until  longer  delay  was  dangerous.  Alas ! 
sir,  there  was  nothing  of  this  kind  or  character 
in  the  conduct  of  the  Cabinet.  The  war  had 
not  yet  been  declared,  when  General  Hull  had 
his  instructions  to  put  in  train  the  work  oi  de- 
struction. There  was  an  eagerness  for  the 
blood  of  the  Canadians— ^a  headlong  precipita- 
tion for  their  ruin,  which  indicated  any  tbing 
else  rather  than  feelings  of  humanity,  or  visit- 
ings  of  nature,  on  account  of  their  condition. 
Our  armies  were  on  their  march  for  their  fron- 
tier, while  yet  peace  existed  between  this 
country  and  the  parent  State ;  and  the  invasion 
was  obstinately  puivued,  after  a  knowledge  that 
the  chief  ground  of  controversy  was  settled  by 
the  abandonment  of  the  British  Orders  in 
Council;  and  after  nothing  remained  but  a 
stale  ground  of  dispute,  which,  however  im- 
portant in  itself^  was  of  a  nature  for  which  no 
man  has  ever  yet  pretended  that  for  it  alone 
war  would  have  been  declared.  Did  ever  one 
Government  exhibit  towards  any  people  a  more 
bloody  and  relentless  spirit  of  rancor?  Tell 
me  not  of  petty  advantages— of  remote,  and 
possibly  useful  contingencies  which  might  arise 
from  the  devastation  of  those  colonies.  Show 
any  advantage  which  justifies  that  dreadfhl  vial 
of  wrath  which,  if  the  intention  of  the  Ameri- 
can Cabinet  had  been  fulfilled,  would,  at  this 
day,  have  been  poured  out  upon  the  heads  of  the 
Canadians.  It  is  not  owing  to  the  tender  mercies 
of  tbe  American  Administration,  if  the  bones  of 
the  Canadians  are  not  at  this  hour  mingled  with 
the  adies  of  their  habitations.  It  is  easy  enough 
to  make  an  excuse  for  any  purpose.  When  a 
victim  is  destined  to  be  immolated,  every  hedge 
presents^ticks  for  the  sacrifice.  The  lamb  who 
stands  at  the  mouth  of  the  stream,  will  always 
trouble  the  water,  if  you  take  the  accotmt  of 
the  wolf  who  stands  at  the  source  of  it  But 
show  a  cood  to  us  bearing  any  proportion 
to  the  mmtiplied  evils  proposed  to  be  visited 


Digitized  by 


Google 


682 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H.  or  B.] 


Additional  Military  Force. 


[Jabiubt,  1811. 


Upon  them.  There  is  none.  Never  was  there 
an  invasion  of  any  coantry  worse  than  this,  in 
point  of  moral  principle,  since  the  invasion  of 
the  West  Indies  by  the  Buccaneers,  or  that  of 
the  United  States  by  Oaptain  Kidd.  Indeed, 
both  Kidd  and  the  Buccaneers  had  more  apology 
for  their  deed  than  the  American  Cabinet. 
They  had  at  least  the  hope  of  plunder;  but  in 
this  case  there  is  not  even  the  poor  refuge  of 
cupidity.  We  have  heard  great  lamentations 
about  iJie  disgrace  of  our  arms  on  Uie  frontier. 
Why,  sir,  the  disgrace  of  our  arms  on  the  fron- 
tier is  terrestrial  glory,  in  compariscHi  with  the 
disgrace  of  the  attempt.  The  whole  atmosphere 
rings  with  the  utterance,  from  the  other  side  of 
the  House  of  this  word  "  glory" — "  glory"  in 
connection  with  this  invasion.  What  glory? 
Is  it  the  glory  of  the  tiger,  which  lifts  his  jaws, 
all  foul  and  bloody,  from  the  bowels  of  his  vic- 
tim, and  roars  for  his  companions  of  the  wood 
to  come  and  witness  his  prowess  and  his 
spoils?  Such  is  the  glory  of  Gengl^s  Khan, 
and  of  Bonaparte.  Be  sudb  glory  far,  very  far, 
from  my  country.  Never,  never  may  it  be  ao- 
cursed  with  such  fame. 

**  Fame  is  no  plant  that  grows  on  mortal  soil, 
l^or  ill  the  gibtering  foil 
Set  off  to  the  world,  nor  in  broad  mmor  lies, 
But  lives  and  spreads  aloft,  by  those  pnre  eyes, 
And  perfect  witness  of  all-jnd^g  Jove, 
As  he  prononnoes  lastly  on  each  deed.** 

May  sneh  £une  as  this  be  my  oountiy's  meed  t 

But  the  wise  and  thouehtftil  people  of  our 
Northern  section  will  confine  dieir  refiections 
to  the  duties  which  result  from  the  actual  con- 
dition of  those  colonies,  and  their  general  re- 
lations to  the  United  States;  they  will  weigh 
the  duties  the  people  of  the  United  States  owe 
to  themselves,  and  contemplate  the  effect  which 
the  subjugation  of  those  Oanadians  will  have 
upon  our  own  liberties  and  constitution.  Sir, 
it  requires  but  little  experience  in  the  nature  of 
the  human  character,  and  but  a  very  limited 
ac<juaintance  with  the  history  of  man,  to  be 
satisfied  that  with  the  conquest  of  the  Ganadas, 
the  liberties  and  constitution  of  this  country 
perish. 

Of  all  nations  in  the  world,  this  nation  is  the 
last  which  ought  to  admit,  among- its  purposes, 
the  design  of  foreign  conquests.  States  such  as 
are  these,  connected  by  ties  so  peculiar ;  into 
whose  combination  there  enters  necessarily  nu- 
merous jealousies  and  fears ;  whose  interests  are 
not  always  reconcilable;  and  the  passions, 
education,  and  character  of  whose  people,  on 
many  accounts,  are  repugnant  to  each  other ; 
with  a  constitution  made  merely  for  defence ; 
it  is  impossible  that  an  association  of  independ- 
ent Sovereignties,  standing  in  such  «relations 
to  each  other,  should  not  have  the  principles  of 
its  union,  and  the  hopes  of  its  constitution, 
materially  affected  by  the  collection  of  a  large 
military  force,  and  its  emplovment  in  the  sub- 
jugation of  neighboring  territories.    It  is  easy 


to  see  that  an  army  collected  in  such  a  state  of 
society  as  that  which  exists  in  this  country, 
where  wages  are  high  and  subsistence  easily  to 
be  obtained,  must  be  composed,  so  £ir  as  re- 
spects the  soldiery,  for  the  most  part  of  the 
refuse  of  the  country ;  and  as  respects  the 
officers,  with  some  honorable  exceptions  indeed, 
must  consist,  in  a  considerable  degree,  of  men 
desperate  sometimes  in  fortune,  at  others  in  re- 
putation ;  "  choice  spirits ; "  men  ^  tired  of 
the  dull  pursuits  of  civil  life,"  who  have  not  vir- 
tue or  talents  to  rise  in  a  calm  and  settled  state 
of  things,  and  who,  all  other  means  of  advance- 
ment or  support  wanting  or  fiailing,  take  to  the 
sword.  A  body  of  thirty  or  mty  thoosand 
such  men,  combined,  armed,  and  under  a  pop- 
ular leader,  is  a  very  formidable  force.  They 
want  only  discipline  and  service  to  make  them 
veterans.  Opportunity  to  acquire  these,  Can- 
ada will  afford.  The  army  which  advances  to 
the  walls  of  Quebec,  in  the  present  condition  of 
Canadian  preparation,  must  be  veteran.  And  a 
veteran  army,  under  a  popular  l^der,  fluahed 
with  victory,  each  individual  realizing,  that 
while  the  body  remains  combined,  be  may  bs 
something,  and  possibly  veij  great ;  that  if  ds- 
solved,  he  sinks  into  insignincanoe ;  will  not  bs 
disbanded  by  vote.  They  will  consult  with  one 
another,  and  with  their  beloved  chieftain,  upon 
this  subject ;  and  not  trouble  themselves  about 
the  advice  of  the  old  people  who  are  knitting 
and  weaving  in  the  chimney  comers  at  Wash- 
ington. Let  the  American  people  receive  thu 
as  an  undoubted  truth,  which  experience  will 
verify.  Whoever  plants  the  American  standard 
on  the  walls  of  Quebec,  conquers  it  for  himsdf; 
and  not  for  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
Whoever  lives  to  see  that  event — may  my  head 
be  low  in  the  dust  before  it  happen  I — ^wiU  wit- 
ness a  dynasty  established  in  that  country  by 
the  sword.  He  will  see  a  King  or  an  Emperor, 
dukedoms,  and  earldoms,  and  buonieSydisUibot- 
ed  to  the  officers,  and  knights'  fees  bestowed 
on  the  soldiery.  Such  an  army  will  not  trouble 
itself  about  geographical  lines,  in  portioning  oat 
the  divisions  of  its  new  empire ;  and  wfll  nm 
the  parallels  of  its  power  by  other  steel  thaa 
that  of  the  compass.  When  that  even^  happen^ 
the  people  of  24ew  En^^d,  if  ther  mean  to  be 
free,  must  have  a  force  equal  to  defiuid  them- 
selves against  such  an  army.  And  a  militaiy 
force  equal  to  this  object  will  itself  be  aUe  to 
enslave  the  country. 

Mr.  Speaker— When  I  contemplate  tibe  ofair> 
acter  and  consequences  of  this  invasion  of 
Canada ;  when  I  reflect  upon  its  criminality  and 
its  danger  to  the  peace  and  liberty  of  this  ones 
happy  country ;  I  thank  the  great  Anthor  and 
Source  of  all  virtue,  that  throi^  His  grace  that 
section  of  country  in  which  I  have  the  happi* 
ness  to  reside,  is,  in  so  great  a  degree,  freefiwn 
the  iniquity  of  this  transgression.  I  speak  it 
with  pride,  the  people  of  t£at  section  have  done 
what  thev  could  to  vindicate  themselves  and 
their  children  from  the  burden  of  this  sin.  That 
whole  section  has  risen,  almost  as  <Nie  man,  ftr 
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th«  purpose  of  driving  fhMn  power,-  by  one 
great  constitational  effort,  the  guilty  authors  of 
ihiB  war.  If  they  have  failed,  it  has  not  been 
through  the  want  of  will  or  of  exertion,  but  in 
consequence  of  the  weakness  of  their  political 
power.  When  in  the  usual  course  of  Divine 
Providence,  who  punishes  nations  as  well  as 
individuals,  His  destroying  angel  shall  on  this 
account  pass  over  this  country — ^and  sooner  or 
later,  pass  it  will — ^I  may  be  permitted  to  hope 
that  over  New  England  his  hand  will  be  stayed. 
Our  souls  are  not  steeped  in  the  blood  which 
has  been  shed  in  this  war.  Hie  spirits  of  the 
unhappy  men  who  have  been  sent  to  an  untime- 
ly audit^  have  borne  to  the  bar  of  divine  justice 
no  accusations  against  us. 

This  opinion,  conoerniog  the  principles  of  this 
invasion  of  Canada,  is  not  peculiar  to  me.  Mul- 
titudes who  approve  the  war,  detest  it.  I  be- 
lieve this  sentiment  is  entertained,  without  dis- 
tinction of  parties,  by  almost  all  the  moral  sense, 
and  nine-tenths  of  the  intelBgence,  of  the  whole 
northern  section  of  the  United  States.  I  know 
that  men  from  that  quarter  of  the  country  will 
tell  you  differently.  Stories  of  a  very  different 
kind  are  brought  by  all  those  who  come  troop- 
ing to  Washington  for  place,  appointments,  and 
emoluments;  men  who  will  say  any  thing  to 
please  the  ear,  or  do  any  thins  to  please  the 
eye  of  M^esty,  for  the  sake  of  those  fat  con- 
tracts and  gifts  which  it  scatters ;  men  whose 
Others,  brothers,  and  cousins,  are  provided  for 
by  the  Departments ;  whose  full-grown  children 
are  at  suck  at  the  money-distiUing  breasts  of 
the  Treasury;  the  little  men  who  sigh  after 
great  offices;  those  who  have  Judgeships  in 
hand  or  judgeships  in  promise ;  toads  that  live 
upon  the  vapor  of  the  palace,  that  swallow  great 
men^s  spittle  at  the  levees ;  that  stare  and  won- 
der at  all  the  fine  sights  which  they  see  there ; 
and  most  of  all  wonder  at  themselves — ^how 
they  got  there  to  see  them.  These  men  will 
tell  you,  that  New  England  applauds  this  inva- 
sion. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  look  at  the  elections.  What 
is  the  language  they  speak?  The  present  tenant 
of  the  Chief  Magistracy  r^ected,  by  that  whole 
section  of  country,  with  tbe  exception  of  a  sin- 

fle  State  unaidmously.  And  for  whom  ?  In 
lYOT  of  a  man,  out  of  the  circle  of  his  own 
State  without  much  influence,  and  personally 
almost  unknown.  In  favor  of  a  man  against 
whom  the  prevailing  influence  in  New  En^and 
had  previously  strong  political  prejudices;  and 
with  whom,  at  the  time  of  giving  him  their 
support,  they  had  no  political  understanding ;  in 
favor  of  a  man  whose  merits,  whatever  in  other 
respects  they  might  be,  were  brought  into  no- 
tice, in  the  first  instance,  chiefly  so  far  as  that 
election  was  concerned,  by  their  opinion  of  the 
utter  want  of  merit  of  the  man  whose  re-elec- 
tion they  opposed. 

Among  the  causes  of  that  universal  disgust 
which  pervaded  all  New  England,  at  the  Ad- 
ministration and  its  supporters,  was  the  general 
dicdike  and  contempt  of  this  invasion  of  Canada. 


I  have  taken  some  pains  to  learn  the  sentiments 
which  prev^  on  this  subject  in  New  England, 
and  particularly  among  its  yeomanry,  the  pride 
and  the  hope  of  that  country.  I  have  convers- 
ed with  men,  resting  on  their  spades  and  lean- 
ing on  the  handles  of  their  ploughs,  wljile  they 
relaxed  for  a  moment  fVom  the  labor  by  which 
thev  support  their  femilies,  and  which  gives 
such  a  hardihood  and  character  to  their  virtues. 
They  asked — *^  What  do  we  want  of  Canada? 
We  have  land  enough.  Do  we  want  plunder? 
There  is  not  enough  of  that  to  pay  the  cost  of 
getting  it  Are  our  Ocean  rights  there  ?  Or  is 
it  there  our  seamen  are  held  in  captivity  ?  Are 
new  States  desired?  We  have  plenty  of  those 
already.  Are  they  to  be  held  as  conquered  ter- 
ritories? This  wiU  require  an  army  there. 
Then,  to  be  safe,  we  must  have  an  army  here. 
And  with  a  standing  army,  what  security  for 
our  liberties?" 

These  are  no  fictitious  reasonings.  They  are 
the  suggestions  I  doubt  not  of  thousands  and 
tens  of  thousands  of  our  hardy  New  England 
yeomanry ;  men  who,  when  their  country  calls, 
at  any  wise  and  real  exigency,  will  start  from 
their  native  soils  and  throw  their  shields  over 
their  liberties,  like  the  soldiers  of  Cadmus, 
"  armed  in  complete  steel ;"  yet  men,  who  have 
heard  the  winding  of  your  horn  to  tlie  Canada 
campaign,  with  the  same  apathy  and  indiffer- 
ence with  which  they  would  hear  in  the  streets 
the  trilling  of  a  jewsharp,  or  the  twirring  of  a 
banio. 

The  nlain  truth  is,  that  the  people  of  New 
England  have  no  desire  for  Canada.  Their 
moral  sentiment  does  not  justify,  and  they  will 
not  countenance  its  invasion.  I  have  thus  stated 
the  grounds  on  which  they  deem,  and  I  have 
felt  myself  bound  to  maintain,  that  this  con- 
templated invasion  of  that  territory  is,  as  it  re- 
spects the  Canadians,  wanton  and  cruel ;  because 
it  inflicts  the  greatest  imaginable  evils  on  them^ 
without  any  imaginable  benefit  to  us ;  that,  as 
it  respects  the  United  States,  such  an  invasion 
is  senseless,  because,  ultimately,  ruinous  to  our 
own  politicNal  safety  ;  and  wicked,  because  it  is 
an  abuse  of  the  blessings  of  Divine  Providence, 
and  a  manifest  perversion  of  His  multiplied 
botmties,  to  the  purpose  of  desolating  an  inno- 
cent and  unoffending  people. 

I  shall  now  proc^  to  the  next  view  I  pro- 
posed to  take  on  this  project  of  invading  Cana- 
da, and  consider  it  in  the  light  of  a  means  to 
obtain  an  early  and  honorable  peace.  It  is  said, 
and  this  is  the  whole  argument  in  favor  of  this 
invasion,  in  this  aspect,  that  the  only  way  to 
negotiate  successfully  with  Great  Britain,  is  to 
appeal  to  her  fears  and  raise  her  terrors  for  the 
fate  of  her  colonies.  I  shall  here  say  nothing 
concerning  the  difficulties  of  executing  this 
scheme ;  nor  about  the  possibility  of  a  deficiency 
both  in  men  and  money.  I  will  not  dwell  on 
the  disgust  of  all  New  England,  nor  on  the  in- 
fluence of  this  disgust  with  respect  to  your 
efforts.  I  will  admit,  for  the  present,  that  an 
army  may  be  raised,  and  that  during  the  first 
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yean  it  may  be  supported  by  loans,  aod  that 
afterwards  it  will  support  itself  by  bayonets.  I 
will  admit  farther,  for  the  sake  of  argument, 
that  success  is  possible  and  that  Great  Britain 
realizes  the  praoticabUity  of  it  Now,  all  this 
being  admitted,  I  maintain  that  the  surest  of 
all  possible  ways  to  defeat  any  hope  from  nego- 
tiation, is  the  threat  of  such  an  invasion,  and 
an  active  preparation  to  ezeoute  it.  Those  must 
be  very  young  politicians,  their  pin-feathers 
n^t  yet  grown,  and  however  they  may  flutter 
on  this  floor,  they  are  not  yet  fledged  for  any 
high  or  distant  flight,  who  think  that  threats 
and  appealing  to  fear  are  the  ways  of  produc- 
ing a  disposition  to  negotiate  in  Great  Britain, 
or  in  any  other  nation  which  understands  what 
it  owes  to  its  own  safety  and  honor.  No  na- 
tion can  yield  to  threat,  what  it  might  yidd 
to  a  sense  of  interest ;  because,  in  that  case,  it 
has  no  credit  for  what  it  grants,  and  what  is 
more,  loses  something  in  point  of  reputation, 
from  the  imbecility  which  concessions  made 
mider  such  circumstancea  indicate.  Of  all  na- 
tions in  the  world,  Great  Britain  is  the  last  to 
yield  to  considerations  of  fear  and  terror.  The 
whole  history  of  the  British  nation  is  one  tissue 
of  facts,  tending  to  show  the  spirit  with  which 
she  meets  all  attempts  to  bully  and  brow-beat 
her  into  measures  inconsistent  with  her  interests 
or  her  policy.  No  nation  ever  before  made  such 
sacrifices  of  the  present  to  the  future.  No  na- 
tion ever  built  her  greatness  more  systemati- 
cally, on  the  principles  of  a  haughty  self-respect, 
which  yields  notliing  to  suggestions  of  danger, 
and  which  never  permits  either  her  ability  or 
inclination  to  maintain  her  rights  to  be  suspect- 
ed. In  all  negotiations,  therefore,  with  that 
power,  it  may  be  taken  as  a  certain  truth,  that 
your  chance  of  llulure  is  Just  in  proportion  to 
the  publicity  and  obtrnsiveness  of  threats  and 
appeals  to  fear. 

The  American  Cabinet  understands  all  this 
very  well,  although  this  House  may  not.  Their 
policy  is  founded  upon  it.  The  project  <^  this 
bill  is  to  put  at  a  still  further  distance  the  chance 
of  amicable  arrangement,  in  consequence  of  the 
dispositions  which  the  threat  of  invasion  of 
their  colonies,  and  attempt  to  execute  it,  wUl 
excite  in  the  British  nation  and  Hinistiy.  I 
have  some  claim  to  speak  concerning  the  policv 
of  the  men  who  constitute  the  American  Cabi- 
net. For  eight  years  I  ^ave  studied  their  his- 
tory, characters,  and  interests.  I  know  no 
reason  why  I  should  judge  them  severely,  ex- 
cept such  as  arise  from  those  inevitable  conclu- 
sions, which  avowed  principles  and  distinct 
conduct  have  impressed  upon  the  mind.  I  say, 
then,  sir,  without  hesitation,  that  in  my  jndg^ 
ment,  the  embarrassments  of  our  relations  wiUi 
Great  Britain,  and  keeping  alive  between  this 
country  and  that  a  root  of  bitterness,  has  been, 
is,  and  will  continue  to  be,  a  main  principle  of 
the  policy  of  this  American  Cabinet,  lliey 
want  not  a  solid  settiement  of  our  differences. 
If  the  nation  will  support  them  in  it,  they  will 
persevere  in  the  present  war.    If  it  will  not, 


some  general  arrangements  will  be  the  resort, 
which  will  leave  open  opportunitieefor  ^scord ; 
which  on  proper  occasions  will  be  impnnred  hj 
them.  I  shall  give  my  reasons  for  this  opioion. 
I  wish  no  sentiments  of  mine  to  have  iDfloenoe 
any  farther  than  the  reasons  upon  which  they 
are  founded  justify.  They  are  public  reasons, 
arising  from  undeniable  &cts;  the  nation  will 
judge  for  itself. 

The  men  who  now,  and  who,  for  these  twelve 
years  past,  have,  to  tiie  misfortune  of  thiscoim- 
try,  guided  its  councils  and  directed  its  des- 
tinies, came  into  power  on  a  tide,  which  was 
raised  and  sunported  by  elements  constituted  of 
British  pr^uuices  and  British  antipathies.  The 
parties  which  grew  up  in  this  nation  took  their 
origin  and  form  at  the  time  of  the  adoptira  of 
the  treaty  negotiated  by  Mr.  Jay,  in  1794.  The 
opposition  of  that  day,  of  which  the  men  oowia 
power  were  the  leiaders,  availed  themselveL 
very  dexterously,  of  the  relics  of  that  hatrea 
towards  the  British  name  which  renudoed  after 
the  Revolutionary  war.  By  perpetually  blow- 
ing up  the  embers  of  the  ancient  nassiona,  thej 
excited  a  flame  in  the  nation;  and  by  systeme- 
tically  directing  it  agamst  the  honorable  mea 
who  at  that  time  conducted  its  afbira,  the 
strength  and  influence  of  those  men  were  im- 
paired. Tlie  embarrassments  with  France, 
which  succeeded,  in  1798  and  1799,  were  tam- 
ed to  the  same  account  Unfortunately,  those 
who  then  conducted  the  public  aflfairs  attended 
less  to  the  appearance  of  things,  than  to  their 
measures;  and  considered  more  what  was  due 
to  their  country  than  was  prudent,  in  the  state 
of  the  prejudices  and  jealoudea  of  the  people, 
thus  artfufiy  excited  against  them.  They  went 
on,  in  the  course  they  deemed  right,  re^vdlea 
of  personal  consequences,  and  blind  to  the  evi- 
dences of  discontent  which  surrounded  them. 
The  consequences  are  i^rell  known.  The  su- 
preme power  in  these  United  States  passed  into 
the  hands  which  now  possess  it ;  in  which  it  hei 
been  continued  down  to  the  present  time.  The 
trajQsfer  of  power  was   effected,  undeniaUT, 

Srindpally  on  the  very  ground  of  those  pr^Q- 
ices  and  antipathies  which  existed  in  the  nir 
tion  against  Great  Britain ;  and  which  had  been 
artfully  fcnnented  by  the  men  now  in  powo*, 
and  their  adherents,  and  directed  against  thdr 
predecessorsw  These  pr^udices  and  passions  con- 
stitute the  main  piU^  of  the  power  of  these 
men.  In  my  opinion,  they  never  will  permit  it 
to  be  wholly  taken  away  from  them.  They 
never  will  permit  the  people  of  this  country  to 
look  at  them  and  their  political  opponents,  free 
of  that  jaundice  with  which  they  nave  carefully 
imbued  the  vision  of  their  own  partisans.  They 
never  will  consent  to  be  weighed  in  a  balance 
of  mere  merits ;  but  will  always  take  care  to 
keep  in  reserve  some  portion  of  these  Britith 
antipathies,  to  throw  as  a  make- weight  into  the 
opposite  scale,  whenever  they  flnd  their  own 
sinking.  To  continue,  multiply,  strengthea, 
and  extend  these  prop  of  their  power,  has  been, 
still  is,  the  object  of  the  daily  study  and  the 
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nightly  vigik  of  our  American  Oabinet.  For 
thiB  the  British  Treaty  was  permitted  to  expire 
by  its  own  limitation ;  notwithstanding  the  state 
of  things  which  the  Treaty  of  Amiens  had  pro- 
duced in  £arope  was  so  little  like  permanent 
peace,  that  the  occurrence  of  the  fact,  on  which 
the  force  of  that  Umitation  depended,  might 
easily  haye  been  questioned,  with  but  little 
violence  to  the  terms,  and  in  perfect  conformity 
with  its  spirit  For  this  a  renewal  of  the  Trea- 
ty oi  1794  was  refhsed  by  our  Oabinet,  although 
proffered  by  the  British  Government.  For  this 
the  treaty  negotiated  by  Messrs.  Monroe  and 
Pinkney  in  1807  was  rejected.  For  this,  in 
1811,  fifty  thousand  dollars  were  paid  out  of 
the  public  Treasury  to  John  Henry,  for  the  ob- 
vious purpose  of  enabling  the  American  Oabinet 
to  calumniate  their  political  opponents,  on  this 
very  point  of  British  influence,  upon  the  eve  of 
elections,  occurring  in  Massachusetts,  on  the 
event  of  which  the  perpetuation  of  their  own 
power  was  materially  dependent 

Mr.  Speaker,  such  men  as  these  never  will 
permit  a  state  of  things  to  pass  away,  so  essen- 
tial to  their  influence.  Be  it  peace  or  war,  ar- 
rangement or  hostility,  the  association  of  these 
British  antipathies  in  the  minds  of  the  mass  of 
the  community,  with  the  characters  of  their 
political  opponents,  constitutes  the  great  maga- 
jdne  of  their  power.  This  composes  their  whole 
political  larder.  It  is,  like  Lord  Peter's  brown 
loaf,  their  ^^bee^  mutton,  veal,  venison,  par* 
tridge,  plum-pudding,  and  custard." 

From  the  time  of  the  expiration  of  the  Brit- 
ish Treaty  of  1794,  and  the  refusal  to  renew 
ity  the  American  Oabinet  have  been  careful  to 
precede  negotiation  with  some  circumstances 
or  other,  calculated  to  make  it  fail,  or  at  least 
to  make  a  successful  result  less  certain.  Thus 
in  1800,  when,  from  the  plunder  of  commerce, 
by  British  cruisers,  a  negotiation,  notwithstand- 
ing the  obvious  rekctance  of  the  Oabinet,  was 
forced  upon  them,  by  the  clamors  of  the  mer- 
chants, the  non-importation  law  of  April,  in 
that  year,  was  obtruded  between  the  two  coun- 
tries. In  the  course  of  the  debate  upon  that 
law,  it  was  opposed  upon  this  very  ground, 
that  it  was  an  obstacle  to  a  successful  negotia- 
tion. It  was  advocated,  like  the  bill  now  un- 
der discussion,  as  an  aid  to  successful  negotia- 
tion. It  was  also  said  by  the  opponents  of  the 
law  of  1806,  that  Great  Britain  would  not  ne- 
gotiate under  its  operation,  and  that  arrange- 
ment, attempted  under  proper  auspices,  could 
not  be  difficult,  from  the  known  interests  and 
inclinations  of  that  nation.  What  was  tiie  con- 
aequence  ?  Precisely  that  which  was  anticipat- 
ed. The  then  President  of  the  United  States 
was  necessitated  to  come  to  this  House,  and 
recoDunend  a  suspension  of  the  operation  of  that 
law,  upon  the  openly-avowed  ground  of  its  be- 
ing expedient  to  give  that  evidence  of  a  con- 
ciliatory disposition ;  really,  because,  if  permit- 
ted to  continue  in  operation,  negotiation  was 
found  to  be  impracticable.  After  the  suspen- 
sion of  that  law,  a  treaty  was  formed.    The 


merits  of  that  treaty,  it  is  not  within  the  scope 
of  my  present  argument  to  discuss.  It  is  suffi- 
cient to  say,  it  was  deemed  good  enough  to  re- 
ceive the  sanction  of  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pink- 
ney. It  arrived  in  America  and  wMi  rejected 
by  the  authority  of  a  single  individual ;  appa- 
rently because  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  ar- 
rangement about  impressment  Really  because 
a  settlement  with  Great  Britdn,  at  that  time, 
did  not  "  enter  into  the  scope  of  the  policy"  of 
the  American  Oabinet.  The  negotiation  was 
indeed  renewed,  but  it  was  followed  up  with 
the  enforcement  of  the  non-importation  law, 
and  the  enactment  of  the  embargo.  Both  which 
steps  were  stated  at  the  time,  as  they  proved 
afterwards,  to  be  of  a  nature  to  make  hopeless 
successful  negotiation. 

In  this  State  the  Executive  power  of  this  na- 
tion formally  passed  into  new  hands,  but  sub- 
stantially remabed  under  the  old  principles  of 
action,  and  subject  to  the  former  influences.  It 
was  desirable  that  a  ftmd  of  popularity  should 
be  acquired  for  the  new  Administration.  Ac- 
cordingly, an  arrangement  was  made  with  Mr. 
Erskine,  and  no  questions  asked,  concerning  the 
adequacy  of  his  powers.  But,  lest  this  circum- 
stance should  not  defeat  the  proposed  arrange- 
ment, a  clause  was  inserted  in  tne  correspondence 
containing  an  insult  to  the  British  Government, 
ofl'ered  in  the  face  of  the  world,  such  as  no 
man  ever  gave  to  a  private  individual  whom  he 
did  not  mean  to  offend.  The  President  of  the 
United  States  said,  in  so  many  words,  to  the 
person  at  tbe  head  of  that  Government,  that  he 
did  not  understand  what  belonged  to  his  own 
honor,  as  well  as  it  was  understood  by  the 
President  himself.  The  effect  of  such  language 
was  natural,  it  was  necessary;  it  could  not 
but  render  the  British  Government  averse  to 
sanction  Mr.  Erskine's  arrangement.  The  ef- 
fect was  anticipated  by  Mr.  Robert  Smith,  then 
actinias  Secretary  of  State.  He  objected  to 
its  being  inserted,  but  it  was  done  in  the  Pres- 
ident's own  handwriting.  As  Mr.  Erskine's 
authority  was  denied  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment, it  is  well  known  that  in  fact,  on  the  point 
of  this  indignity,  the  fate  of  that  arrangement 
turned.  Oan  any  one  doubt  that  our  Oabinet 
meant  that  it  should  have  this  effect?  I  send 
you  word,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  I  have  agreed  with 
your  messenger,  and  wish  yon  to  ratify  it.  I 
think  you,  however,  no  gentleman,  notwith- 
standing; and  that  you  do  not  understand,  as 
well  as  1,  what  is  ^^due  to  your  own  honor.'' 
What  think  you,  sir?  Would  you  ratify  such 
an  arrangement  if  you  could  help  it?  Does  a 
proffer  of  settlement,  connected  with  such  lan- 
guage, look  like  a  disposition  or  an  intention  to 
conciliate?  I  appeal  to  t^e  common  sense  of 
mankind  on  the  point 

The  whole  stage  of  the  relations,  induced  be- 
tween this  country  and  Great  Britain,  in  conse- 
quence of  our  embargo  and  restrictive  systems^ 
was,  in  fact,  a  standing  appeal  to  the  fears  of 
the  British  Oabinet  For,  notwithstanding  those 
systems  were  equal  in  their  terms,  so  fS&r  as  they 
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affected  Foreign  Powers,  yet  their  operation 
was  notoriously  almost  wholly  upon  Great  Brit- 
ain. To  yield  to  that  pressure,  or  to  any  thing 
which  should  foster,  in  this  country,  the  idea 
that  it  was  an  effectual  weapon  of  hostility,  was 
nothing  more  than  conceding  that  she  was  de- 
pendent upon  us.  A  concession,  which,  when 
once  made  by  her,  was  certain  to  encourage  a 
resort  to  it  by  us  on  every  occasion  of  difficulty 
between  the  two  nations.  Reasoning,  therefore, 
upon  the  known  nature  of  things,  and  the  plain 
interests  of  Great  Britain,  it  was  foretold  that, 
during  its  continuance  she  would  concede  noth- 
ing. And  the  event  has  Justified  these  predic- 
tions. But  the  circumstance  the  most  striking, 
and  that  furnishing  the  most  conclusive  evidence 
of  the  indisposition  of  the  American  Cabinet  to 
peace,  and  Uieir  determination  to  carry  on  the 
war,  is  that  connected  with  the  pretended  re- 
peal of  the  French  decrees,  in  November,  1810, 
and  the  consequent  revival,  in  1811,  of  our  re- 
strictive system  against  Great  Britain. 

If  ever  a  body  of  men  were  pledged  to  any 
thing,  the  American  Cabinet,  its  friends  and 
supporters,  were  pledged  for  the  truth  of  this 
fact ;  that  the  French  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Mi- 
lan were  definitively  repealed  as  it  respects  the 
United  States,  on  the  first  of  November,  1810. 
If  ever  any  body  of  men  staked  their  whole 
stock  of  reputation  upon  any  point,  our  Cabinet 
did  it  on  this.  They  and  their  partisans  assert- 
ed and  raved.  They  denounced  every  man  as 
a  British  partisan  who  denied  it  They  de- 
clared the  restrictive  system  was  revived  by  the 
mere  effect  of  the  proclamation.  But  lest  the 
courts  of  law  should  not  be  as  subservient  to 
their  policy  as  might  be  wished,  they  passed  the 
law  of  the  2d  of  March,  1811,  upon  the  basis  of 
this  repeal,  and  of  its  being  definitive.  The 
British  Government  reftised,  however,  to  re- 
cognize the  validity  of  this  repeal,  and  denied 
that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were  repealed 
on  the  first  of  November,  1810,  as  our  Cabinet 
asserted.  Thus,  then,  stood  the  argument  be- 
tween the  Briti^  Ministry  and  our  Cabinet. 
The  British  Ministry  admitted  that  if  the  Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees  were  repealed  on  the  1st  of 
November,  1810,  they  were  bound  to  revoke 
their  Orders  in  Council.  But  they  denied  that 
repeal  to  exist.  Our  Cabinet,  on  the  other  hand, 
admitted  that  if  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees 
were  not  repealed  on  the  1st  of  November,  1810, 
the  restrictive  system  ought  not  to  have  been 
revived  against  Great  Britain.  But  they  bo- 
serted  that  repeal  to  exist  This  was,  virtually, 
the  state  of  the  question  between  the  two  conn- 
tries  on  this  point  And  it  is  agreed,  on  all 
hands,  that  this  refusal  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment to  repeal  their  Orders  in  Council,  aiter 
the  existence  of  the  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees,  as  asserted  by  the  American 
Cabinet,  was  the  cause  of  the  declaration  of 
war  between  the  two  countries.  So  that  in 
truth,  the  question  of  the  right  of  war  depend- 
ed upon  the  existence  of  that  fact ;  for  if  that 
fiact  did  not  exist,  even  the  American  Cabinet 


did  not  pretend  that,  in  the  portion  in  which 
things  then  stood,  they  bad  a  right  to  declare 
war,  on  account  of  the  continuanoe  of  the  Brit- 
ish Orders  in  Council 

Now,  what  \b  the  truth  in  relation  to  this  ill- 
important  fact,  the  definitive  repeal  of  the  Be^ 
lin  and  Milan  decrees  on  the  Ist  of  November, 
1810 ;  the  pivot  upon  which  turned  the  reriTil 
of  the  restrictive  system  and  our  declaration  of 
war?  Why,  sir,  the  event  has  proved  that  in 
relation  to  that  fact  the  American  Cabinet  waa^ 
tp  say  the  least,  in  an  error.  Bonaparte  him- 
self, in  a  decree,  dated  the  28th  of  Ai»il,  1811, 
but  not  promulgated  till  a  year  afterwards,  dis- 
tinctly declares  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan' d»> 
crees  were  not  definitively  repealed,  as  rdatei 
to  the  United  States,  on  the  Ist  of  November, 
1810.  He  also  declares  that  they  are  then,  <m 
that  twenty-eightiki  of  April,  for  the  first  tuso^ 
repealed.  And  be  founos  the  issuing  of  this 
decree  on  the  act  of  the  American  Congress  of 
the  2d  of  March,  1811.  That  very  act,  which 
was  passed  upon  the  ground  of  ^e  definitiTe 
repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  on  the 
Ist  of  November,  1810 ;  and  which,  it  is  agreed 
on  all  sides,  the  American  Government  were 
bound  in  hoQor  not  to  pass,  except  in  ease  of 
such  antecedent  repeal. 

Were  ever  a  body  of  men  so  abandoned  in 
the  hour  of  need,  as  the  American  Cabinet,  in 
this  instance  by  Bonaparte?  Was  ever  soy 
body  of  men  so  cruelly  wohndcd  in  the  house  uf 
their  friend  ?  This,  this  was  ^  the  nnkindest  cut 
of  all."  But  how  was  it  received  by  the  Amer- 
ican Cabinet  ?  Surely  they  were  indignant  at 
this  treatment.  Surely  the  ur  rings  with  re- 
proaches upon  a  man  who  has  thus  made  then 
stake  their  reputation  upon  a  falsehood;  and 
then  ^ves  little  less  than  the  lie  direct,  to  their 
assertions.  No,  sir,  nothing  of  all  this  is  heard 
from  our  Cabinet  There  is  a  philosophic  tame- 
ness  that  would  be  remarkable,  if  it  were  not^ 
in  all  cases  affecting  Bonaparte,  characteristicL 
All  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  has  found 
it  in  his  heart  to  say,  in  relation  to  this  last  de- 
cree of  Bonaparte,  which  contradicts  his  pre- 
vious allegations  and  asseverations,  is,  tiiat  ^this 
proceeding  is  rendered,  by  the  time  and  manner 
of  it  liable  to  many  objections  I " 

1  have  referred  to  this  subject  as  being  con- 
nected, with  fliture  conduct^  strikingly  illoatri- 
tive  of  the  disposition  of  the  American  Cabinet 
to  carry  on  the  war,  and  of  their  intention,  if 
possible,  not  to  make  peace.  Surely,  if  any 
nation  had  a  claim  for  liberal  treatment  fitnn 
another,  it  was  the  British  nation  from  the  Amer- 
ican, after  the  discovery  of  the  error  of  the  Amer- 
ican Gov^nment,  in  relation  to  the  repeal  of  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  in  November,  1810. 
In  consequence  of  that  error,  the  American 
Cabinet  had  ruined  numbers  of  oar  own  citi- 
zens, who  had  been  caught  by  the  revival  of 
the  non-intercourse  law ;  they  had  revived  that 
law  against  Great  Britain,  under  circumstances 
which  now  appeared  to  have  been  falladoos; 
and  they  had  declared  war  against  her,  on  the 
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sappositioQ,  that  she  had  refused  to  repeal  her 
Orders  in  Oooncil^  after  the  Frenoh  decrees 
were  in  fact  revoked :  whereas,  it  now  appears 
that  they  were  in  fact  not  revoked.  Barely 
the  knowledge  of  this  error  was  followed  by 
an  instant  and  anxious  desire  to  redress  the  re- 
Bolting  injary.  As  the  British  Orders  in  Oonn- 
oil  were  in  &ot  revoked,  on  the  knowledge  of 
the  existence  of  the  French  decree  of  repeaL 
sorelv  the  American  Cabinet  at  once  extended 
the  band  of  friendship ;  met  the  British  Gov- 
ernment half  way ;  stopped  all  further  irritation ; 
and  strove  to  place  every  thing  on  a  basis  best 
saited  to  promote  an  amicable  adjostment.  No, 
sir,  nothing  of  all  this  occurred.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  question  of  impressments  is  made  tbe 
basis  of  continuing  the  war.  On  this  subject, 
a  studied  fairness  of  proposition  is  preserved, 
accompanied  with  ^stematic  perseverance  in 
measures  of  hostility.  An  armistice  was  pro- 
posed bythem.  It  was  refused  by  us.  It  was 
acceded  to  by  the  American  General  on  the 
frontiers.  It  was  rejected  by  the  Cabinet.  No 
consideration  of  the  false  allegation  on  which 
the  war  in  fact  was  founded ;  no  consideration 
of  the  critical  and  extremelv  consequential 
nature  to  both  nations  of  the  suoject  of  impress- 
ment; no  considerations  of  humanity,  interpos- 
ed their  influence.  They  renewed  hostilities. 
They  rushed  upon  Canada.  Nothing  would 
satisfy  them  but  blood.  The  language  of  their 
conduct  is  that  of  the  giant,  in  the  legends  of 
infancy: 

«Fee,faw,  fowjiran, 
I  smell  the  blood  of  an  Englinhman ; 
Dead  or  alive,  I  will  have  some  !" 

Can  such  men  pretend  that  peace  is  their  ob- 
ject? Whatever  may  result,  the  perfect  con- 
viction of  my  mind  is,  that  they  have  no  such 
intention,  and  that  if  it  comes  it  is  contrary 
both  to  their  hope  and  expectation. 

I  would  not  judge  these  men  severely.  But 
it  is  my  duty  to  endeavor  to  judge  them  truly ; 
and  to  express  fearlessly  the  result  of  that  judg- 
ment)  whatever  it  may  be.  My  opinion  results 
from  the  application  of  the  weU-laiown  princi- 
ple of  jud^ng  concerning  men's  pnrposes  and 
motives:  to  consider  rather  what  men  do, 
than  what  they  say;  and  to  examine  their 
deeds  in  connection  with  predominating  pas- 
sions and  interests;  and  on  this  basis  decide. 
In  making  an  estimate  of  the  intentions  of 
these  or  any  other  politicians.  I  make  little  or 
no  account  of  pacific  pretensions.  There  is  a 
general  reluctance  at  war,  and  desire  of  peace, 
which  pervades  the  great  mass  of  every  people ; 
and  artiiil  rulers  could  never  keep  any  nation 
at  war  any  length  of  time,  beyond  theur  true 
interests,  without  some  sacrifice  to  that  general 
love  of  peace  which  exists  in  civilized  men. 
Boiiaparte  himself  will  tell  you  that  he  is  the 
most  pacific  creature  in  the  world.  He  has  al- 
ready declared,  by  his  proclamation  to  French- 
men, that  he  has  gone  to  Moscow  for  no  other 
end  than  to  cultivate  peace,  and  counteract  tiiie 


Emperor  of  Russia's  desire  of  war.  la  this 
country,  where  the  popular  sentiment  has  so  < 
strong  an  impulse  on  its  affairs,  the  same  ob- 
trusive pretension  must  inevitably  be  preserved. 
No  man  or  set  of  men  ever  can  or  will  get  this 
country  at  war,  or  continue  it  long  in  war,  with- 
out keeping  on  hand  a  stout,  round  stock  of 
gullmg  matter.  Fair  pronositions  will  always 
be  made  to  go  hand  in  hand  with  offensive 
acts.  And  when  something  is  offered  so  reason- 
able that  no  man  can  doubt  but  it  will  be  ac- 
cepted, at  the  same  moment  something  will  be 
done  of  a  nature  to  embarrass  the  project,  and  if 
not  to  defeat  at  least  to  render  its  acceptance 
dubious.  How  this  has  been  in  past  time^  I  have 
shown.  I  will  now  illustrate  what  is  domg  and 
intended  at  present. 

As  from  the  uniform  tenor  of  the  conduct  of 
the  An^erican  Cabinet,  in  relation  to  the  British 
Government,  I  have  no  belief  that  their  inten- 
tion has  been  to  make  a  solid  arrangement  with 
that  nation ;  so,  from  the  evidence  of  their  dis- 
portion  and  intention,  existing  abroad  and  on 
the  table,  I  have  no  belief  that  such  is  at  pres- 
ent their  purpose.  I  cannot  possibly  think 
otherwise,  than  that  such  is  not  their  intention. 
Let  us  take  the  case  into  common  life.  I  have 
demands,  Mr.  Speaker,  against  you,  very  just 
in  their  nature,  but  different.  Some  of  recent, 
others  of  very  old  date.  The  former  depending 
upon  principles  verv  clearly  in  my  favor.  The 
latter  critical,  difficult,  and  dubious,  both  in 
principle  and  settlement.  In  this  state  of 
things,  and  during  your  absence,  I  watch  my 
opportunity,  dedare  enmity;  throw  myself 
upon  your  children  and  servants  and  property, 
which  happen  to  be  in  my  neighborhood,  aim 
do  them  all  the  iqjury  I  can.  While  I  am  doing 
this,  I  receive  a  messenger  from  you,  stating 
that  the  grounds  of  the  recent  injury  are  set- 
tled; that  you  comply  fully  with  my  terms. 
Your  servants  and  children,  whom  I  am  plunder* 
ing  and  killing,  invite  me  to  stay  my  hand  until 
you  return,  or  until  some  accommodation  can 
take  place  between  ns.  But,  deaf  to  any  such 
sugffestions,  I  prosecute  my  intention  of  injury 
to  the  utmost.  When  there  is  reason  to  expect 
your  return,  I  multiply  my  means  of  injury 
and  offence.  And  no  sooner  do  I  hear  of  your 
arrival,  than  I  thrust  my  fist  into  your  face,  and 
say  to  you — "  Well,  sir,  here  are  fair  proposi- 
tions of  settlement;  come  to  my  terms,  which 
are  very  just;  settle  the  old  demand  in  my  way, 
and  we  will  be  as  good  friends  as  ever.^'  1&. 
Speaker,  what  would  be  your  conduct  on 
such  an  occasion?  Would  you  be  apt  to  look 
as  much  at  the  nature  of  the  propositions,  as  at 
the  temper  of  the  assailant  ?  If  you  did  not 
at  once  return  blow  for  blow,  and  injury  for  in^^ 
jury,  would  you  not  at  least  take  a  little  time 
to  consider?  Would  you  not  tell  such  an  as- 
sailant, that  you  were  not  to  be  bullied  nor 
beaten  into  any  concession  ?  If  you  settled  at 
all,  might  you  not  consider  it  your  duty  in 
some  way  to  make  him  feel  the  consequences 
of  his  strange  intemperance  of  passion?    For 
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in;fsel^  I  have  no  qaestion  how  a  man  of  epirit 
ought  to  act  under  such  clrcumstanoea.  I  have 
as  little,  how  a  great  nation,  like  Great  Britain, 
will  act  Kow,  I  have  no  douht,  sir,  that  the 
American  Oahinet  view  this  subject  in  the  same 
light.  They  understand  well,  that  by  the  de- 
claration of  war,  the  invasion  of  Canada,  the 
refiasal  of  an  armistice,  and  perseverance  in  hos- 
tilities, after  the  principal  ground  of  war  had 
been  removed,  thev  have  wrought  the  minds 
of  the  British  Cabinet  and  people  to  a  very 
high  state  of  irritation.  Now  is  the  very  mo- 
ment to  get  up  some  grand  scheme  of  pacifica- 
tion; such  as  may  persuade  the  American 
people  of  the  inveterate  love  of  our  Cabinet  for 
peace,  and  make  them  acquiescent  in  their  per- 
severance in  hostilities.  Accordingly,  before 
the  end  of  the  session,  a  great  tub  will  be  thrown 
out  to  the  whale.  Probably,  a  little  w^ile  be- 
fore the  Spring  elections,  terms  of  very  fair 
import  will  be  proffered  to  Great  Britain.  Such 
as,  perhaps,  six  months  ago  our  Cabinet  would 
not  have  granted,  had  she  solicited  them  on  her 
knees.  Such  as  probably,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
peojde  of  this  country,  Great  Britain  ought  to 
accept;    such 


_  as  in  any  other  state  of 
things,  she  would  have  accepted.  But  such  as, 
I  fear,  under  the  irritation  produced  by  the 
strange  course  pursued  by  the  American  Cab- 
inet, that  nation  will  not  accept.  Sir,  I  do  not 
believe  that  our  Cabinet  expect  that  they  will 
beacc^ted.  They  think  the  present  state  of 
induced  passion  is  suffident  to  prevent  arrange- 
ment. But  to  make  assurance  doubly  sure,  to 
take  a  bond  of  fate,  that  arrangement  shall  not 
happen,  they  prepare  this  bill  A  bill,  whidh 
proposes  an  augmentation  of  the  army  for  the 
express  purpose  of  conquering  the  Oanadas. 
A  bill  which,  connected  with  the  recent  dispo- 
sition evinced  by  our  Cabinet,  in  relation  to  those 
provinces,  and  with  the  avowed  intent  of  mak- 
ing their  subjugation  the  means  of  peace, 
through  the  fear  to  be  inspired  into  Great  Brit- 
ain, is  as  offensive  to  the  pride  of  that  na- 
tion as  can  well  be  imagined ;  and  is,  in  my 
apprehension,  as  sure  a  guarantee  of  continued 
war  as  could  be  given.  On  these  grounds,  my 
mind  cannot  force  itself  to  any  other  conclusion 
than  this,  that  the  avowed  ol(jeot  of  this  bill  is 
the  true  one;  that  the  Canadas  are  to  be  in- 
vaded the  next  season ;  that  the  war  is  to  be 
protracted:  and  that  this  is  the  real  policy  of 
the  American  Cabinet. 

I  will  now  reply  to  those  invitations  to 
^*  union,"  which  have  been  so  obtrusively  urged 
upon  us.  If  by  this  call  to  union  is  meant  a 
union  in  a  project  for  the  invasion  of  Canada, 
or  for  the  invasion  of  East  Florida,  or  for  the 
conquest  of  any  foreign  country  whatever, 
either  as  a  meitns  of  oarrving  on  this  war  or 
for  any  other  purpose,  I  answer,  distinctly,  I 
will  unite  with  no  man  nor  any  body  of  men 
for  any  such  purposes.  I  think  such  projects 
criminal  in  the  highest  degree,  and  ruinous  to 
the  prosperity  of  these  States.  But,  if  by  this 
invitation  is  meant  union  in  preparation  for  de- 


fence, strictly  so  called;  union  in  iisrtifying 
our  seaboard ;  union  in  putting  our  cities  into  t 
state  of  safety ;  union  in  raising  such  t  nulitsry 
force  as  shall  be  sufScientwlth  the  local  nulitii 
in  the  hands  of  the  constitutional  leaders,  the 
Executives  of  the  States,  to  give  a  ratioDsl  de- 
gree of  security  against  any  invaaon ;  snlBcicot 
to  defend  our  frontiers,  sufficient  to  awe  into 
silence  the  Indian  tribes  within  our  Tenitoriea; 
union  in  creating  such  a  maritime  force  as  ebJi 
command  the  seas  on  the  American  coasts  and 
keep  open  the  intercourse,  at  least  betwe^the 
States :  if  this  is  meant,  I  have  no  heffltatkn ; 
union  on  such  principles  yon  shall  have  from 
me  cordially  and  faithfully.  And  this,  too,  ar, 
without  any  reference  to  the  state  of  my  opin- 
ion, in  relation  to  the  justice  or  necearitrof 
this  war.  Because  I  wOl  understand  sodi  to 
be  the  condition  of  man,  in  a  social  oompaot, 
that  he  must  partake  of  the  fate  of  the  society 
to  which  he  belongs,  and  must  submit  to  the 
privations  and  sao^ces  its  defence  reqaires, 
notwithstanding  these  may  be  the  result  of 
the  vices  or  crimes  of  its  immediate  mien. 
But  there  is  a  great  difference  between  support- 
ing such  rulers  in  plans  of  necessaiy  8elfd^ 
fence,  on  which  the  safety  of  our  iJtars  sad 
firesides  especially  depend,  and  supp<»ting  them 
in  projects  of  foreign  invasion,  and  eDconngiog 
them  in  schemes  of  conquest  and  ambition, 
which  are  not  only  unjust  in  themselves,  bot 
dreadful  in  their  consequences ;  inasmndi  as, 
let  the  particular  nroject  reeult  as  it  maj,  the 

general  effect  must  be,  according  to  human  viev, 
estructive  to  our  own  domestic  liberties  and 
constitution.  I  speak  as  an  individud.  Sr, 
for  my  single  sel^  did  I  support  such  projects 
as  are  avowed  to  be  the  objects  of  this  biO,  I 
should  deem  myself  a  traitor  to  my  coontry. 
Were  I  even  to  aid  them  by  loan,  or  in  any 
other  way,  I  should  conedder  myself  a  partaker 
in  the  guUt  of  the  purpose.  But  when  these 
projects  of  an  invasion  shall  be  abandoned; 
when  men  yield  up  schemes  which  not  only 
openly  contemplate  the  ndang  of  a  greac  mili- 
tary force,  but  also  the  concentrating  them 
at  one  point,  and  placing  them  in  one 
hand;  scnemes  obviously  ruinous  to  the 
fates  of  a  f^e  Republic— as  they  comprehend 
the  means  by  which  such  have  ever  heretofore 
been  destroyed;  when,  I  say,  such  Gcbemcs 
shall  be  abandoned,  and  the  wishes  of  ^ 
Cabinet  limited  to  mere  defence  and  frontier 
and  maritime  protection,  there  will  be  no  needcf 
calls  to  union.  For  such  olgects  there  is  not,then 
cannot  be,  but  one  heart  and  soul  in  this  people 
Mr.  Abchuk  said,  so  great  was  the  reapeet 
which  he  felt  for  the  House,  so  deep  was  the 
consciousness  which  he  entertained  of  his  iaur 
bility  to  do  justice  to  a  cause,  especially  one  of 
so  much  magnitude  and  importance,  of  which 
he  might  be  the  advocate,  that  he  vonki  be 
doing  injustice  to  his  feeliags  were  he  not  te 
express  the  weight  of  the  embarrassmentB  which 
oppressed  him.  But  the  wide  range  whidi  the 
present  diflcuseion  had  taken,  invdviog  coa- 
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Biderations  of  great  national  interest,  and  call- 
ing forth  the  omel  asperities  of  politicial  intoler* 
anoe,  seemed  to  leave  him  no  alternative  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duty,  but  to  repel  the  nn- 
foonded  insinuations  which  hflkd  flown  in  so 
copious  a  stream  from  the  oliier  side  of  the 
House.  Were  gentlemen  to  confine  themselves 
to  a  temperate  mvestigation  of  the  propriety  of 
adopting  measures  either  recommended  bythe 
Executive,  or  proposed  by  the  minority,  who  is 
there  that  would  not  listen  with  pleasure  and 
satisfaction  t  But  when  the  liberty  of  debate 
was  prostituted  in  disseminating  the  most  un- 
founded charges,  in  the  indiscriminate  abuse  of 
the  constituted  authorities  of  the  nation,  he 
confessed  he  could  not  '*  always  be  a  hearer, 
and  never  reply."  The  few  observations  he 
had  to  make  would  be  without  either  system  or 
arrangement,  having  bestowed  no  previous  con- 
sideration on  the  su^eot,  and  should  be  confined 
not  so  much  to  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional . 
army,  as  the  remarks  and  arguments  of  those 
gentlemen  who  had  preceded  him  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House. 

And  here,  he  said,  he  hoped  to  be  permitted 
first  to  notice  the  charge  which  had  been  confi- 
dently made  by  a  gentleman  firom  New  York 
(Mr.  Gold)  against  the  majority  of  the  House. 
He  had  asserted  (and  he  seemed  to  dwell  upon 
the  assertion  with  peculiar  satisfaction)  tnat 
war  had  been  declared  by  Congress  premature- 
ly and  without  due  preparation ;  that  to  em- 
bark in  a  war  with  a  powerful  nation,  without 
a  large  standing  army,  was  impolitic  in  the  ex- 
treme. This  principle,  said  Mr.  A.,  in  the  gen- 
eral might  be  true,  but  it  had  certainly  no  ap- 
plication to  this  country.  Our  Grovemment 
was  founded  on  the  broad  basis  of  popular 
opinion,  liable  to  fiuctuation  upon  the  first 
appearance  of  any  system  which  misht  be  cal- 
culated to  destroy  the  liberties  of  the  i)eople. 
A  laudable  jealousy  of  their  rulers  throbbed  in 
the  heart  of  every  man  in  the  country,  who 
would  seize  the  first  opportunity  to  change  an 
Administration  that  would  raise  a  standing 
armv  in  time  of  peace,  whatever  might  be  the 
processed  objects  of  such  an  Administration. 
From  this  jealousy  the  natural  result  would  be, 
that  the  men  who  raised  the  army  would  never 
declare  the  war  which  it  was  intended  to  wsAe. 
He  would  refer  to  the  Administration  of  Mr. 
Adams.  An  army  had  been  then  nused,  or 
attempted  to  be  ndsed,  to  defend  the  country 
against  an  anticipated  French  invasion.  The 
professed  object  was  disbelieved,  and  the  peo- 
ple, apprehending  an  invasion  of  their  rights, 
removed  from  power  the  men  who  had  voted 
for  the  army.  All  our  institutions  were  repugn 
nant  to  a  standing  army  in  time  of  peace.  An- 
ticipated invasion  would  seldom  justify  it,  be- 
cause it  might  be  made  a  pretext  for  the  pur- 
pose at  all  times,  and  with  the  most  danserous 
views.  What  had  been  said  by  the  genUeman 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Quinot)  seemed  to 
confirm  this  position,  for  he  had  expressed  his 
fearg  of  the  anny,  even  in  a  state  of  declared 


war,  when  that  army  was  to  be  employed  out 
of  the  limits  of  the  country ;  and  if  jealousy 
existed  at  such  time,  the  conclusion  would 
naturally  follow  that  it  would  exist  to  a  greater 
degree  in  a  time  of  peace.  The  ar^ment  then 
of  the  gentleman,  if  it  proved  any  tning,  proved 
too  much,  because  its  effect  would  always  be  to 
frustrate  the  views  of  the  Government,  and 
prevent  it  from  going  to  war  to  avenge  even 
the  grossest  insult,  or  to  assert  even  its  most 
indisputable  rights.  But  an  apped  had  been 
made  with  much  confidence  to  the  history  of 
all  Europe,  to  bear  him  out  in  the  charge  he 
had  made,  and  it  had  been  said  that  no  instance 
of  a  nation's  engaging  in  a  war  without  having 
a  well-regulated  and  disciplined  army  could  be 
adduced.  This,  said  Mr.  A.,  will  be  admitted, 
but  he  presumed  it  was  incumbent  upon  the 
gentleman  to  show  that  some  analogy  existed 
between  the  Governments  of  Europe  and  that 
of  the  United  States,  before  his  argument  could 
have  any  application  to  the  subject.  There  the 
people  haa  no  voice  in  the  selection  of  their 
rulers.  There  the  arbitrary  will  of  the  monarch 
was  the  law  of  the  land,  and  his  decrees,  how- 
ever oppressive  or  obnoxious,  were  enforced  by 
the  hand  of  power,  without  a  murmur  or  com- 
plaint There  each  Government  is  surrounded 
by  kingdoms  powerful  and  strong,  the  ambition 
of  whose  rulers  prompts  them  to  seize  upon 
every  occasion  to  enlarge  the  boundaries  of 
their  dominions.  For  one  of  these  powers, 
even  in  the  most  peaceful  condition  of  the 
world,  to  be  destitute  of  a  powerful  and  per- 
manent military  force,  would  evince  an  inat- 
tention to  its  own  security  and  independence, 
which  would  demonstrate  the  incapacity  of  its 
monarch  to  govern  his  subjects,  or  to  preserve 
the  integrity  of  his  possessions.  But  the  di^ 
similarity  of  the  G<>vemment  and  situation  of 
the  United  States  would  show  the  inapplica- 
bility of  the  gentleman's  maxim  to  this  country. 
Here  we  have  no  powerful  neighbor  whose  in- 
cursions we  dread,  ^ere  we  are  happily  re- 
moved, by  a  wide-extended  ocean,  from  those 
nations  who,  upon  a  declaration  of  war  by  us, 
could  overrun  the  country  with  a  military  force, 
or  endanger  its  civil  institutions.  Here  we  have 
a  people  pfoudly  j^dous  of  their  liberties,  who 
will  put  down  constitutionallv  every  attempt  in 
a  state  of  peace  to  raise  a  Military  Estauish- 
ment.  To  have  delayed,  then,  the  declaration 
of  war  against  England,  until  the  ranks  of  the 
army  authorized  to  be  raised  had  been  com- 
pletely filled,  would  have  been  a  most  certain 
course  to  have  defeated  the  object  which  Con- 
gress had  in  view.  The  jealousies  and  fears 
which  would  have  been  the  necessary  conse- 
quence of  such  delfty)  would  have  brought  into 
power  men  of  far  different  views;  men  who,  if 
the  natural  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  the  • 
arguments  of  some  of  them  could  be  admitted, 
would  sooner  submit  to  all  the  indiffuities  we 
had  received  from  Great  Britain,  t£an  resist 
her.  The  war  was  therefore  not  aeclared  pre- 
maturely, but  was  delayed  to  as  late  a  period 
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as  the  nature  of  our  institutions  would  permit. 
And,  if  what  he  had  said  would  not  be  sufficient 
to  satisfy  the  gentleman  from  New  York  of  his 
error,  the  army  that  was  so  shamefully  surren- 
dered at  Detroit,  if  it  had  been  commanded  by 
a  man  of  spirit  and  fidelity,  would  long  before 
this,  by  the  possession  which  it  would  have 
given  us  of  an  important  province  of  the  enemy, 
have  convinced  him  that  war  was  not  declared 
without  preparation.  But,. for  having  said  eo 
much  upon  this  point,  some  apology  seemed  to 
be  necessary  upon  his  part,  and  he  could  only 
say  that  he  had  been  induced  to  do  so,  because, 
having  been  one  of  the  nMgority  who  voted  for 
war  against  England,  the  charge  seemed  to  be 
an  imputation  against  his  character,  which  the 
duty  every  man  owed  to  himself  bound  him  to 
repel. 

It  had  been  said  by  a  gentleman  from  Oon- 
necticut  (Mr.  Pitkin)  that  the  nature  of  the  war 
had  been  changed ;  the  principal  cause  had  been 
removed  by  the  British  Order  m  Council  of  June 
28d,  1812,  by  which  her  previous  orders  were 
repealed;  that  it  was  a  well-ascertained  fact 
that  war  would  not  have  taken  place  if  this  in- 
telligence had  reached  the  United  States  before 
its  declaration ;  and  that  the  Executive  ought 
to  have  acceded  to  the  terms  proposed  through 
Admiral  Warren,  and  have  terminated  the  con- 
test. These  were  grounds  which  demanded 
some  consideration,  and  he  trusted  that  he 
would  be  able  to  show,  from  authentic  docu- 
ments, that  his  premises  were  erroneous,  and 
that  of  course  his  conclusions  did  not  follow. 
But  he  would  now  admit,  for  the  sake  of  argu- 
ment, (what  he  should  hereafter  prove  incor- 
rect,) that  the  Orders  in  Council  were  the  prin- 
cipd  cause  of  the  war ;  he  could  not,  for  him- 
BcJ^  see  how,  even  then,  the  war  ought  injustice 
to  have  terminated.  Did  it  follow  that  minor 
considerations  should  be  placed  out  of  view  or 
yielded  up  entirely  ?  Would  it  have  been  proper 
for  the  Government  to  have  entered  into  no 
stipulations  for  the  security  of  American  sea- 
men ?  Would  it  have  been  proper  in  them  to 
have  claimed  'on  behalf  of  our  citizens  no  in- 
demnity for  the  vast  amount  of  spoliations 
which  have  been  made  on  the  property  of 
American  merchants?  Unquestionably  not. 
Until  these  considerations,  admitting  them  to 
be  of  minor  importance,  should  have  been  satis- 
factorily acynsted,  to  have  made  a  peace,  in  his 
opinion,  would  have  been  the  height  of  impoli- 
cy. Sir^  said  he,  it  is  not  sufficient  that  the 
injury  should  cease,  but  that  ample  compensa- 
tion should  be  made  for  the  commisaon  of  the 
wrong.  Thia  was  the  case  every  day  between 
individuals  in  civil  society,  and  why  ought  not 
the  rule  to  apply  with  equal  force  to  States,  in 
their  relation  to  each  other  t  Justice  was  its 
foundation,  and  that  would  operate  upon  the 
one  as  well  as  the  other.  These  considerations 
alone,  perhaps,  ought  to  be  deemed  sufficient  to 
show  that  the  course  the  gentlemen  woold  have 
taken  would  have  been  unwise.  But,  suppos- 
ing them  to  have  no  weight,  he  thought  it 


might  be  satisfactorily  shown  that,  to  have  ac- 
ceded to  the  terms  proposed  by  te  British 
Gk>vemment,  would  have  been  an  aetoal  aban- 
donment of  the  principal  cause  which  had  ia- 
duced  hostilities.  To  have  negotiated  without 
entering  into  an  arrangement  in  relation  to  the 
importuit  interest  of  impressment,  would  tin- 
^questionably  have  been  a  relinqnislimeDt  of  tiie 
right  which  we  claimed,  to  be  exempted  from 
its  exercise.  But  it  was  said  that  was  a  eeooni- 
ary  consideration.  From  whence  was  this  con- 
clusion drawn?  Were  we  more  regardful  of 
the  property  than  the  personal  liberty  of  the 
citizen?  Was  it  taken  fi*om  an  impreaaioii 
which  had  gone  abroad  in  the  oountry?  or 
from  the  unofficial  conversatioQ  of  the  memben 
of  the  House  ?  These  opinions  (if  the  expr» 
sion  were  allowed)  he  would  call  extra  judieta], 
and  entitled  to  no  conidderation.  But  to  show 
that  impressment  was  the  principal  cause,  he 
would  resort  to  the  best  eviaence  of  which  the 
case  was  susceptible.  He  would  appeal  to  the 
archives  and  records  of  the  conntry,  which,  ia 
his  opinion,  would  be  conclusive,  to  show  what 
the  opinions  of  Congress  were  upon  that  sab- 
ject  And,  in  the  first  place,  would  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  report  of  the 
committee  to  whom  our  foreign  afiairs  were 
intrusted,  which  was  made  on  the  29th  of  No- 
vember, 1811.  After  commenting  on  the  ope- 
ration of  the  Orders  in  Council,  they  say: 

**  Thtit  they  are  not'of  that  sect  whose  ironhb  a 
at  the  shrine  of  a  calcnlating  avarice,  and  while  ttNT 
are  laying  before  the  Houee  the  jast  comphinti  of 
onr  merchants  against  the  plunder  of  their  ships  aai 
cargoes,  they  cannot  refrain  from  presenting  to  the 
justice  and  hnmaaity  of  their  coontzy  the  nnhsffj 
case  of  our  impressed  seamen.  Althoiijgh  ^  grosas 
of  these  victims  of  bari>arity  for  the  km  of  (vhst 
would  be  dearer  to  Americans  than  life)  their  Uher^ 
tj ;  althoogh  the  cries  of  their  wives  and  ehildicii  ia 
ti^e  privation  of  protectors  and  parents  have  of  hte 
been  drowned  in  the  loader  clamors  at  tite  ksi  of 
property ;  yet  is  the  practice  of  forcing  oar  marinen 
into  the  British  navy,  in  violation  of  the  rights  of  ear 
flag,  carried  on  with  unabated  rigor  and  severity.  Jt 
it  be  onr  dnt^  to  encourage  the  fair  and  legidmito 
commerce  of  the  conntiy  by  protecting  the  propertr 
of  the  merchant,  then,  indeed,  by  as  macfa  as  life  and 
liberty  are  more  estimable  than  ships  and  goods,  m 
much  more  impressive  is  the  duty  to  shield  the  per- 
sons of  onr  seamen,  whose  hard  and  honest  serriott 
are  employed  eqaaJly  with  those  of  the  meichanti^ 
in  advancing,  under  the  mantle  of  its  laws,  the  idp 
terosts  of  their  ooontgcy.* 

Again,  the  same  committee,  in  the  report 
which  they  made  to  the  House,  detailing  the 
causes  which  should  induce  the  House  to  de- 
clare war,  say,  (after  speaking  of  the  evib  flow- 
ing from  the  Orders  in  Coundl :) 

<<  That  they  will  proceed  to  the  cqnrideration  of 
another  wrong,  which  has  been  stiU  more  wenstlj 
felt  This  is  the  impressment  of  oar  seamen,  a  pne- 
tice  which  has  been  unceasinffly  maintained  by  Great 
Britain  in  the  wars  to  which  she  has  been  a  pai^ 
since  oar  Revolution.  That  diey  cannot  ooBTey,  k 
adequate  tenns^  the  deep  sense  which  thi^  enteitaia 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DEBATES  OP  CONGBESS. 


641 


Jahvakt,  1818.] 


Additumai  Militarjf  Force. 


[H.  or  B. 


of  the  hgiistioe  and  oppreaBion  of  this  proceeding. 
Under  the  pretext  of  impressing  Britiui  seamen, 
Americans  were  seixed  in  British  ports,  on  the  high 
seaS)  and  in  every  other  qnarter  to  which  the  British 
power  extends,  were  taken  on  hoard  British  men  of 
war,  and  compelled  to  serve  there  as  British  subjects. 
In  Ais  mode  oar  citizens  were  wantonly  snatched 
from  their  own  conntry  and  their  families;  deprived 
oi  their  liberty,  and  doomed  to  an  ignominions  and 
alaviah  bondage;  compelled  to  fight  the  battles  of  a 
foreign  country,  and  often  to  perish  in  them.  Our 
flag  has  given  tiiem  no  protection ;  it  has  been  nn- 
ceasingly  violated,  and  onr  veasela  exposed  to  danger 
by  the  loss  of  the  men  taken  from  them.  That  while 
this  practice  is  continued,  it  is  impossible  for  the 
United  States  to  consider  themselves  an  independent 
nation,  for  every  case  produces  a  new  proof  of  iheir 
degmdation.'* 

These  reports,  by  the  adoption  of  the  meas- 
nres  they  recommeDded,  were  Banctioned  by 
the  Oongress  of  the  United  States,  and  may  be 
oonsidered  as  furnishing  strong,  if  not  fbll  and 
complete  evidence,  that  the  L^slative  depart- 
ment of  the  GoYernment  considered  the  im- 
pressment of  onr  seamen  as  the  principal  cause 
which  impelled  them  to  have  recourse  to  the 
last  resort  of  ii^jured  nations.    The  opinion  of 
the  Executive  had  been  manifested  in  clear  and 
explicit  terms  upon  the  subject,  in  the  Message 
of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  1st  of  June,  1812. 
Thus  we  have  these  concurrent  proo&  against 
the  assertions  of  the  gentleman  from  Oonnecti- 
cut,  (Mr.  PmoN.)    I^  then,  as  it  appears  clear- 
ly to  have  been,  from  the  documents  before 
alluded  to,  that  impressment  was  the  principal 
cause  of  the  war,  that  it  was  an  inpury  which 
no  independent  nation  could  submit  to  with- 
out surrendering  a  portion  of  its  sovereignty, 
would  it  not  be  admitted,  even  on  the  ground 
which  had  been  taken,  that,  to  have  terminated 
the  war  by  acceding  to  the  propositions  alluded 
to,  would  have  been  degrading  to  the  nation, 
and  have  manifested  the  incompetency  of  the 
Executive  to  have  conducted  with  firmness  the 
helm  of  State  which  had  been  enbmitted  to  his 
guidance  and  direction  ?    And  no  doubt  could 
be  entertuned  had  such  an  event  taken  place, 
bat  we  should  have  heard  denunciations  against 
the  Administration  proceeding  from  the  very 
quarter  whence  they  now  flow.    Then  they 
would  have  been  made  with  inflnitely  more 
justice,  because  they  would  have  been  sup- 
ported by  reason  and  by  truth.    We  should 
have  then  found  the  opposition  appealing  to 
the  sympathies  of  the  people,  and  proclaiming 
that  their  most  inestimable  rights  had  been  sur- 
rendered by  Gk>vemment  in  the  pacification; 
that  ahhough  they  were  originally  opposed  to 
a  war,  when  it  had  once  been  declared  they 
would  have  prosecuted  it  until  the  daim  had 
been  abandoned  by  the  Britisli  Government. 
For,  it  cannot  be  concealed  that  unless,  in  the 
present  contest,  Great  Britain  can  be  compelled 
to  relinquish  her  claim  to  the  right  of  impress- 
ment, unless  it  be  made  the  sine  qua  nan  by  the 
American  Government,  to  any  arrangement  of 
Vol.  IV.— 41 


the  existing  differences  between  the  two  na- 
tions, our  claim  to  exemption  from  the  practice 
must  be  forever  given  up,  and  Great  Britain 
will  feel  herself  at  liberty  to  continue  to  exer- 
cise it  with  ten-fold  rigor  and  severity. 

Mr.  A,  declared  that,  notwithstanding^  the 
clamor  of  French  infiuenceand  French  alliance, 
he  felt  no  apprehensions  upon  that  subject,  an 
he  was  weU  convinced  it  was  not  the  intention 
or  wish  of  our  Government  to  engulph  us  in 
the  unfathomable  vortex  of  European  warfare. 
One  word  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
(Mr.  Gold)  and  he  bad  done.  It  had  been  con- 
sidered by  him  as  a  most  unfortunate  circum- 
stance that  we  should  be  ragaged  in  a  war  with 
Great  Britain  when  Russia  was  struggling  for 
her  independence.  The  most  amicable  relations 
existed,  it  was  true,  between  Russia  and  the 
United  States;  but  would  'the  gentleman  have 
us  on  that  account  to  submit  to  every  species  of 
indignity  from  the  ally  of  that  power?  Hebe- 
Iield  with  as  much  detestation  and  abhorrence 
the  conduct  of  the  French  Emperor  as  any  man 
could  possibly  do.  His  ambitious  progress  was 
everywhere  marked  with  blood.  The  ven- 
geance of  Heaven,  he  trusted,  would  arrest  him 
in  his  career  to  universal  conquest  and  domin- 
ion. The  present  condition  of  Russia,  although 
her  people  groaned  under  a  despotism  of  the 
most  unrelenting  nature,  must  excite  the  sym* 
pathy  of  every  man  in  this  country,  because  she 
was  contending  for  her  independence,  and  he 
would  wish  her  complete  success  in  the  war  in 
which  she  was  now  engaged,  but  that  her 
triumph  would  protract  the  restoration  of  peace 
to  his  own  country. 

Mr.  GniTKnT. — Mr.  Speaker,  had  this  debate 
been  confined  to  the  bill  before  you,  I  should 
certainly  not  have  troubled  the  House  witii  any 
remarks  of  mine ;  but  as  the  gentiemen  opposed 
to  the  war  in  which  we  are  engaged  have  se- 
lected this  as  a  fit  occasion  to  bring  before  this 
House  and  the  nation  a  full  view  of  all  the  re- 
lations which  exist  between  this  and  other  coun- 
tries, an  apology  at  least  is  furnished  for  a 
member  of  that  committee,  to  whose  examina- 
tion these  subjects  have  been  confided,  to  give 
his  ideas  upon  the  various  points  suggested. 
This  I  shall  endeavor  to  do  with  temper  and 
moderation. 

I  will. now  proceed  to  state,  as  accurately 
and  as  concisely  as  I  am  able,  the  manner  in 
which  the  points  in  difference  between  the  two 
nations  ought  to  be  considered. 

Upon  some  of  l^e  subjects  in  controversy,  for 
instance,  that  of  impressment,  negotiation  had 
been  tried  unsuccessfully  for  twenty  yeara^  as  I 
will  show  before  I  sit  down,  from  tne  pubhc  re* 
cords  of  the  country;  on  others  it  had  been 
tried  for  a  shorter  period.  At  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  when  every  hope  of  obtaining  jus- 
tice in  any  other  way  was  lost,  the  United  j 
States  declared  war,  not  to  procure  a  repeal  of  the 
Orders  in  Oouncil  only,  but  to  obtain  redress  for 
the  uigust  spoliations  which  had  been  commit- 
ted on  the  property  of  American  citizens,  and 
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to  cause  Great  Britain  to  cease  the  practice  of 
impressment.  Other  causes  of  irritation  existed, 
but  these  were  the  prominent  causes  of  the  war. 
It  may  be  taken  as  granted,  in  this  discussion, 
that  those  orders  are  revoked,  notwithstanding 
the  objectionable  manner  of  the  revocation. 
You  are  now  asked  to  lay  down  the  sword  be- 
fore you  have  obtained  any  of  the  objects  of 
the  war,  except  the  abolition  of  these  obnoxious 
orders.  I  request  gentlemen  to  reflect,  whether 
this  is  not,  in  point  of  fact,  an  abandonment  of 
the  other  points  in  dispute  ?  Do  you  not,  by 
ceasing  to  prosecute  the  war  which  is  already 
commenced,  declare,  in  the  strongest  possible 
terms,  that  you  will  not  make  war  for  the  in- 
juries which  remain  unredressed?  Can  any  man 
persuade  himself  that  you  will  obtain  that  by 
negotiation  for  which  von  ^ave  determined 
you  will  not  fight  I  and  that,  too,  from  a  nation 
at  all  times  disposed  to  depress  this  growing 
country?  That  politician  must  have  a  very  im- 
perfect knowledge  of  the  considerations  which 
mfuence  all  Cabinets,  who  does  not  know  that 
the  strongest  inducement  which  can  be  brought 
to  operate  in  favor  of  an  injured  nation,  is  the 
apprehen^on  of  retaliation,  or  fear  of  war,  enter- 
tained by  the  other  party.  I  cannot,  perhaps, 
establish  this  more  clearly  in  any  other  way 
than  by  recurring  to  the  history  of  a  transac- 
tion which  took  place  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain.  Immediately  after  the  at- 
tack on  the  Chesapeake,  this  Government  de- 
manded reparation.  The  terms  proposed  were 
reasonable,  and  such  as  a  nation,  inclined  to  act 
justly,  would  promptly  have  acceded  to.  For 
live  years,  or  more,  did  the  British  Government 
refuse,  or  rather  fail,  to  make  that  arrangement, 
which,  at  the  last  session,  produced  a  satisfac- 
tory a^ustment  on  that  subject.  Why,  sir,  was 
justice  so  long  delayed,  and  why  was  it  at  last 
obtained?  The  British  Minister  discovered  a 
determination  in  Congress  to  submit  no  longer. 
He  saw  that,  unless  something  was  done,  friend- 
ly relations  between  the  two  countries  must  im- 
mediately cease.  He  saw  that  public  sentiment 
called  so  loudly  for  an  opportunity  of  obtaining 
that  justice  by  force  which  had  been  refused  to 
fair  argument,  that  he  granted  us  tiiat  reasona- 
ble satisfaction  which  had  been  so  long  with- 
held. Sir,  had  he  not  seen  the  approaching 
Btorm,  no  atonement  for  that  wanton  outrage 
on  our  national  sovereignty  had  yet  been  made. 
If  you  now  say  that  you  wiU  not  prosecute  the 
war,  the  enemy  must  view  it  as  a  decision  pro- 
nounced by  this  Government,  that  war  shall 
not  be  wiaged  by  the  American  nation  for  the 
impressment  of  her  citizens,  or  for  depredations 
committed  on  commerce.  It  might  as  well  be 
Baid,  in  plain,  intelligible  language,  that  the 
ocean  is  to  be  abandoned  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  except  so  far  as  depends  on  the 
will  of  Great  Britain.  If  both  the  property  and 
liberty  of  American  citizens  on  the  ocean  are 
aubject  to  her  disposi^  you  cease  to  possess  the 
rights  of  a  sovereign  and  independent  nation. 
For  my  own  part^  if  we  have  Uie  right  to  cHaim 


security  for  the  liberty  and  property  of  our  citi- 
zens against  that  nation,  of  which  no  man  dare 
express  a  doubt,  I  am  for  asserting  it  until  the 
object  is  attained^  or  the  ability  of  this  nation 
fails ;  of  the  latter  I  have  no  fear. 

It  is  pretended  that  this  Government  is  sot  de- 
sirous of  peace,  and  that  this  is  a  war  of  conquest 
and  ambition.  I  b^  gentlemen  to  refrain  frun 
making  statements  ^ich  they  themselves  do 
not  bene ve.  After  the  declaration  of  war,  what 
has  been  the  conduct  of  the  Executive! 
Through  Mr.  Russell,  our  Charg6  des  Affaires 
at  London,  they  have  offered  to  conclude  an 
armistice  on  terms  which  would  remove  every 
pretext  for  complaint- on  the  part  of  Gresfc 
Britain.  He  proposed  that  this  country  sbould 
exclude  from  her  service  British  seamen.  It  is 
txue  that  Lord  CasUereagh  urged  Mr.  Busseirs 
want  of  powers,  and  stated  that  the  Americin 
Congress  alone  could  make  the  necessary  pron- 
sions  on  that  subject  If,  however,  sincerity 
had  existed  with  the  Briti^  Ministry,  a  tempo- 
rary arrangement  could  have  been  made,  by 
which  hostilities  would  have  been  aospeaded 
until  the  legitimate  authorities  of  this  country 
could  have  expressed  an  opinion.  If  Mr.  R  had 
not  adequate  powers  to  conclude  an  armistice, 
the  proposition  made  by  Mr.  Monroe  to  Admi- 
ral Warren  was  not  liable  to  the  same  objectioo. 
In  substance,  both  proposutions  were  the  same ; 
to  the  latter,  no  oner  of  compliance  has  beea 
tendered.  If  I  have  any  objections  to  the  late 
overtures  made  by  the  Executive,  it  is  that  too 
great  an  anxiety  for  peace  is  manifested;  but 
when  the  nature  of  our  institotjons  is  oonsolted, 
a  strong  propensity  for  domestic  quiet  is  discov- 
ered ;  and,  therefore,  the  Administration  should 
be  indulged  in  any  measure  calculated  to  restore 
harmony  between  the  two  countries,  provided 
the  honor  and  interests  of  the  nation  are  sot 
compromitted. 

I  ask  gentlemen  in  opposition  to  lay  aside 
party  feelings,  and  reflect  whether,  if  we  oov 
recede,  points  are  not  conceded  to  the  enemy, 
which  they  would  not  yield  if  in  power.  They 
affect  to  be  the  followers  of  WASHUieioK.  I 
will  show  tiiem  what  his  opinions  were  on  the 
subject  of  impressment  From  them  the  pre- 
tended Washingtonians  of  the  present  day  wS 
discover  their  di^^eracy.  Tea,  ar,  the  Father 
of  his  Country  too  well  understood  the  value  of 
liberty  ever  to  consent  that  the  moat  obseare 
individual  of  his  country  should  be  deprived  of 
it  by  a  foreign  despot  So  early  as  the  yeir 
1792,  the  British  nation  commenced  the  {km- 
tice  of  impressment,  as  now  exercised  by  it  Qb 
the  11th  day  of  June,  in  that  year,  the  then 
Secretary  of  State  addressed  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Pinkney,  the  American  Minist^  at  London,  ii 
which  the  practice  of  impressment  is  stroniAT 
reprobated;  and  let  it  be  remembo^d,  thtf 
althoQgh  this  letter  was  written  by  the  See- 
retary,  it  contained  the  sentiments  of  thePraa- 
dent  of  the  tFnited  States.  In  order  that  the 
House  may  more  fully  comprehend  what  were 
the  sentiments  of  that  man,  whose  memory  wt 
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all  venerate,  1  will  read  so  mnoh  of  the  letter 
referred  to,  as  relates  to  this  subject: 

"  The  peculiar  custom  in  England  of  impresnng 
tekmen  on  wery  appearance  of  war  will  oocaaonally 
expose  our  seamen  to  peonliar  oppressions  and  vexa- 
tiona.  It  will  be  expedient  that  j-on  take  proper  op- 
portunities in  the  mean  time  of  conferring  wkh  the 
Minister  on  this  subject,  in  order  to  form  some 
arrangement  for  the  protection  of  our  seamen  on  those 
occasions.  We  entirely  nject  the  mode  which  was 
the  Biibject  of  a  conversation  between  Mr.  Morris  and 
him;  which  was,  that  our  seamen  should  always 
cany  about  them  certificates  of  their  citizenship. 
This  is  a  condition  never  yet  submitted  to  by  any 
na^n — one  with  which  seamen  would  never  have 
the  precaution  to  comply.  The  casualties  of  their 
calling  would  expose  them  to  the  constant  destruction 
or  loss  of  this  paper  evidence ;  and  thus  the  British 
Government  would  be  armed  with  legal  anthority  to 
impress  the  whole  of  our  seamen.  Tne  simplest  rule 
-will  be,  that  the  vessel  being  American,  shall  be  evi- 
dence Uiat  the  seamen  on  board  her  are  such.** 

If,  at  so  early  a  period,  the  right  of  seardifor 
men  was  objected  to  by  this  Goyemment,  how 
much  more  forcible  is  the  objection  now  ?  We 
were  then  a  yonng  nation ;  we  have  since  in- 
creased in  resources  by  which  our  rights  can  be 
maintained ;  whilst  the  violation  of  those  rights 
have  been  augmented  in  a  greater  degree.  On 
the  6th  of  November,  1793,  the  Secretary  of 
8tate  wrote  to  the  American  Minister  at  Lon- 
don a  letter,  in  which,  when  speaking  on  the 
subject  of  impressment^  the  following  language 
is  used :  '^  It  is  unnecessary  to  develop  to  you 
the  inconveniences  of  this  conduct,  and  the  im- 
poesibility  of  letting  it  go  on.  I  hope  you  will 
be  able  to  make  the  British  Ministry  sensible  of 
the  necessity  of  punishing  the  past  and  prevent- 
ing the  future."  I  know,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
there  is  danger  of  fatiguing  the  House  by  recur- 
ring to  documents  of  this  sort,  but  my  apology 
is  a  good  one:  those  to  which  I  refer  have 
never  been  printed  for  the  information  of  the 
members  of  this  House,  nor  have  the  pnblic  had 
an  opportunity  of  inspecting  theim.  I  hope, 
therefore,  to  be  indulged  in  pursuing  the  senti- 
ments of  former  Administrations  fdrther  on  a 
subject  of  so  much  interest.  On  the  20th  of 
February,  1800,  Mr.  Pickering,  Secretary  of 
8tate,  addressed  the  President  of  the  United 
States  on  the  subject  of  a  proposed  treaty  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  upon  which  occasion 
he  makes  the  following  remark:  "That  he 
transmits  Mr.  Liston^s  note  of  the  4th  of  Febru- 
ary, together  with  his  project  of  a  treaty  fbr 
the  reciprocal  delivery  of  deserters ;  which  ap- 
pears to  the  Secretary  utterly  inadmisfflble,  un- 
less it  would  put  an  end  to  impressment ;  which 
Mr.  Liaton  seemed  to  imagine,  while  the  sev- 
enth paragraph  of  his  project  expressly  reoog^ 
nizea  the  right  of  impressing  British  subjects,  and 
consequently  Amencan  cithcens  as  at  present." 
Mr.  Woloottj  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  when 
giving  his  opmion  to  the  President,  says — "  That 
tiie  project  of  a  treaty  proposed  by  His  Britannic 
Higesty  for  the  reciprocal  delivery  of  deserters 
from  the  land  and  naval  service,  does  not  suffi- 


ciently provide  against  the  impressment  of 
American  seamen,  and  is  therefore  deemed  in- 
admissible." 

Mr.  Stoddert,  who  (kcted  as  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  at  that  period,  when  advising  the  Resi- 
dent on  the  same  subject,  says — *^  That  the  Sec- 
retary is  clearly  of  opinion  that  it  is  better  to 
have  no  article,  and  meet  all  consequences,  than 
not  to  enumerate  merchant  vessels,  on  the  high 
seas,  among  the  things  not  to  be  forcibly  enter- 
ed in  search  of  deserters." 

The  letter  of  the  present  Chief  Justice  of  the 
United  States  to  Mr.  King,  Minister  at  London, 
dated  on  the  20th  of  September,  1800,  places 
this  subject  in  a  strong  light ;  he  says — , 

"  The  impressment  of  onr  seamen  is  an  ii\juiy  of 
vexy  serions  mngnitnde,  which  de^ly  aiUcts  the  feel- 

Zand  the  honor  of  the  nation.  This  valuable  class 
len  is  composed  of  natives  and  foxeigners,  who  en- 
gage volnntanly  in  onr  service.  No  right  has  been 
asserted  to  impress  the  natives  of  America.  Yet  thev 
are  impressed;  they  are  dragged  on  board  British 
ships  of  war,  with  the  evidence  of  citizenship  in  then: 
hand,  and  forced  by  violence  then  to  sene  until  con- 
clusive testimonials  of  their  birth  can  be  obtained. 
These  must  most  generally  be  sought  for  on  this 
side  the  Atlantic.  In  the  mean  time  acknowledged 
violence  is  practised  on  a  free  citizen  of  the  United 
States  by  compelling  him  to  engage  and  to  continue 
in  foreign  servioe.  Although  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  uniformly  direct  their  discharge  on  the 
produetioQ  of  this  testimony,  yet  many  must  perish 
unrelieved,  and  all  are  detained  a  considerable  time 
in  lawless  and  injurious  confinement.  It  is  the  duty 
as  well  as  the  right  of  a  friendly  nation  to  require 
that  measures  be  taken  by  the  British  Government 
to  prevent  the  continued  repetition  of  such  violence 
by  its  agents.  This  can  only  be  done  by  punishing 
and  frowning  on  those  who  perpetrate  it.  The  mexe 
release  of  the  ii^uied,  after  a  long  course  of  service 
and  of  suffering,  is  no  compensatkm  fbr  the  past  and 
no  security  for  the  future.  It  is  impossible  not  to 
believe  that  the  decisive  interference  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  this  respect  would  prevent  a  practice,  the 
continnanoe  of  which  must  inevitably  produce  discord 
between  two  nations  which  ought  to  be  friends  to 
each  other.** 

In  another  part  of  the  same  letter,  Mr.  Mar- 
shall observes,  ^^the  United  States  require  posi- 
tively that  their  seamen  who  are  not  British 
subjects,  whether  born  in  America  or  elsewhere, 
shall  be  exempt  from  impressment'* 

From  these  documents  we  clearly  collect 
what  was  the  view  which  the  first  and  second 
IV^dents  of  the  United  States  had  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  that  of  the  principal  officers  of  the 
Governtnent.  It  appears  that  this  exemption 
from  impressment  is  no  new  claim  set  up  by 
men  now  in  power.  It  is  as  old  as  the  Govern- 
ment itself,  and  there  never  has  been,  nor  can 
there  be,  an  Administration  in  this  country 
who  dare  surrender  this  point  to  any  foreign 
power.  Once  relinquished,  we  had  as  well 
abandon  the  ocean  altogether.  If  the  liberty 
of  American  citizens  is  to  be  subject  to  the  will, 
not  of  the  English  Ck>vernment,  but  what  is  in- 
finitely worse,  of  every  petty  officer  that  navi* 
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gates  a  British  ship,  it  is  in  Tain  that  we  boast 
of  freedom ;  we  do  not  poasees  it ;  and  only  let 
the  British  Gbyerument  understand  you  dis- 
tinctly on  this  point,  and  you  need  talk  no  more 
of  American  commerce. 

It  has  been  said,  by  a  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Pbabson,)  that,  if  we  exclude 
BVitish  seamen  from  our  seryioe  by  law,  one  of 
two  things  must  happen— either  a  peace  would 
be  the  result,  or  the  people  of  this  country  all 
unite  in  a  yigorous  prosecution  of  the  war.  If 
I  have  mistaken  the  meaning  of  the  gentleman, 
I  wish  him  to  correct  me  at  this  time,  and  an- 
swer the  question  directly,  if,  in  that  event,  he 
will  support  the  war  ?  [Mr.  Pkabbon  explain- 
ed.] Mr.  Gbundt  proceeded :  Sir,  from  the 
explanation  given,  it  will,  I  fear,  be  as  difficult 
to  come  to  an  unaerstanding  with  that  gentle- 
man, as  it  is  to  accommodate  the  points  in  dis- 
pute with  the  British  Ministry;  for,  although 
the  gentleman  says  he  will  not  surrender  an 
essential  right  of  the  country,  a  question  might 
be  made  by  him  as  to  what  were  essential 
rights.  I  will,  nevertheless,  Mr.  Speaker,  make 
one  more  effort  to  elicit  the  opinion  of  the  gen- 
tleman on  this  subject.  I  ask  him  whether  he 
considers  the  impressment  of  American  seamen 
*'  a  violation  of  an  essential  right  of  ti^is  coun- 
try?" [Mr.  Peabson  said  he  so  considered  it] 
Then,  said  Mr.  GsirnDT,  from  the  gentleman^s 
own  declaration  he  is  bound  to  support  us  in 
the  war,  if  the  principle  of  impressment  is  not 
relinquished  by  Great  Britain.  I  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying  that,  in  a  time  of  peace,  I  am 
willing  British  seamen,  not  naturalized  in  this 
country,  should  be  excluded  from  our  service. 
I  believe  that  such  a  regulation  would  inflict 
no  injury  or  inconvenience  on  the  country. 
'Whenever,  therefore,  a  proposition  to  this  ef- 
fect in  made,  so  as  to  take  effect  at  the  conclur 
sion  of  the  war,  I  shall  vote  for  it.  I  consider 
it  a  direct  encouragement  to  our  own  seamen, 
calculated  to  foster  and  cherish  the  enterprise 
and  industry  of  that  important  class  of  our 
citizens. 


Thubsdat,  January  7. 

Mr.  Blbeoebb. — ^Mr.  Chairman ;  I  have  a  very 
few,  very  desultory,  and  I  fear  very  unimport- 
ant observations  to  make  on  the  subject  now 
before  the  committee.  They  will  be  few,  not 
because  the  subject  does  not  abound  with  vari- 
ous fruitful  and  interesting  topics,  but  because 
an  indisposition  of  some  days  has  unfitted  me 
for  any  considerable  effort  of  memory. 

I  was  opposed  to  the  war  when  it  was  de- 
clared, because  I  was  confidently  persuaded 
that  the  evils  of  which  we  complained  were  of 
a  nature  not  to  be  remedied  by  war.  I  thought, 
too,  sir,  that  by  entering  into  war,  we  were 
pluDging  ourselves  into  evils  a  million  fold 
greater  than  those  from  which  we  sought  to  be 
relieved.  I  was  opposed  to  the  war,  because  I 
thought  that,  notwithstanding  all  the  decrees 
and  orders  oi  the  belligerents  aflfeoting  our  neu- 


tral rights,  we  might  eiyoy  a  commerce  more 
extensive  and  profitable  than  we  could  have  in 
a  time  of  European  peace.  The  war  in  Europe 
was,  in  fact,  a  blesding  to  this  country.  I  was 
opposed  to  the  war,  because  I  knew  that  the 
whole  of  one  of  the  great  political  parties  in  the 
Northern  and  East^,  tne  most  commerdai 
section  of  the  country,  which  was  meet  inter- 
ested in  the  avowed  objects  of  the  war,  opody 
condemned  it ;  and  I  Mlieved  that  a  great  pof> 
tion  of  the  other  party  was  secretly  opposed  to 
it  This  objection  was  to  my  mind  perfectly 
conclusive.  If  there  had  been  no  other  retsoo 
against  the  war,  this  was  enough.    l?hat,  sr, 

go  to  war  when  that  part  of  the  countzy  which 
as  most  of  its  wealth,  strength,  and  resouroea, 
is  decidedly  opposed  to  it  I  go  to  war  for  com- 
mercial and  maritime  rights^  when  the  people 
of  that  part  of  the  country  which  is  principally 
interested  in  its  commerce  and  navigatioii, 
openly  execrate  war  I 

It  seemed  to  me  that  it  became  legislaton 
who  were  disposed  to  exercise  a  paternal  regard 
over  the  interests  of  the  nation,  to  give  np  tiieir 
own  opinions^  their  prcgudices  and  partialities, 
rather  than  go  to  war  with  a  people  thus  di- 
vided. And  permit  me  to  say,  sir,  without  any 
disparagement  to  the  members  of  this  Hoose, 
that  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  the  m- 
habitants  of  that  part  of  the  countzy  of  which  I 
have  been  speaking,  are  as  oompetoit  to  under- 
stand the  true  interest  and  honor  of  the  nation, 
as  gentlemen  who  happen  to  be  memboa  of 
Congress. 

I  was  opposed  to  the  war,  becanae  I  thought 
it  might  expose  our  happy  form  of  Govenmieot 
—our  excellent  political  institutions — to  a  dan- 
gerous trial.  I  was  afraid,  sir,  that  the  war 
might  produce  a  pressure  upon  the  Govemmeot 
which  it  would  not  be  able  to  sustain.  I  was 
opposed  to  the  war,  and  this  was  the  hitter 
draught,  because  it  brought  us  into  conoot  and 
co-operation  with  the  great  destroyer,  the  gnuid 
enemy  of  freedom  and  humanity  throughout  the 
worid  I  was  opposed  to  the  war,  becanse  I 
believed  the  state  of  things  in  Europe,  out  of 
whidi  our  difficulties  arose — a  state  of  things 
which  the  United  States  had  no  power  to  con- 
trol— ^was  in  its  nature  transient  Bather  than 
pluuffe  ourselves  into  the  vortex  of  Europeoi 
politics ;  rather  than  encounter  the  evik  and 
dangers  of  war,  I  thought  it  would  he  wise  and 
prudent  to  wait  until  "the  troubled  wateis 
should  subside,  and  the  ancient  landmarks  of 
the  world  reappear  above  the  flood ; "  with  a 
living  statesman,  I  thouffht  I  saw  in  the  v^ 
cloud  which  blackened  all  our  horiKM,  the 
bow  which  was  set  for  a  token,  that  the  tem- 
pest would  not  be  forever. 

But»  sir.  war  was  dechu-ed,  and  the  doctrine 
has  since  been  promulgated,  that  it  is  now  the 
duty  of  every  man  to  support  it ;  that  all  inqmiy 
must  be  hushed,  and  all  examination  of  its  ex- 
pediency  and  propriety  cease.  So  far  as  this 
doctrine  inculcates  obedience  to  the  laws,  it  has 
my  cordial  approbation ;  but  inasmuch  as  it  de- 
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iii«8  the  right  of  the  citizen  to  examine  into  the 
ciiQses  of  the  war,  to  en)re88  and  publish  his 
opinions  respecting  its  policy,  it  is  an  insnlt  to 
the  understanding  of  an  intelligent  people,  and 
inconsistent  with  the  character  and  spirit  of  the 
constitution.  War  is  declared  hj  law.  How 
shall  the  law  be  repealed?  How  can  we  get 
rid  of  the  war,  if  we  may  not  say  that  it  is  inex- 
pedient, impolitic,  and  ruinoas?  How  abomi- 
nable the  doctrine  is,  that  the  declaration  of  war 
shuts  the  door  against  all  inquiry,  is  manifest 
from  the  consideration,  that  it  would  enable  a 
wicked  Administration  to  perpetuate  its  power 
by  declaring  war.  Again,  sir,  I  would  ask  the 
advocates  of  the  doctrine  I  am  reprobating, 
when  will  it  be  proper  to  show  the  folly  and 
ruinous  consequences  pf  the  war  9  Suppose  the 
war  to  have  continued  five  or  ten  years,  and  the 
country  to  be  impoverished,  its  commerce  anni- 
hilated, its  resources  exhausted,  its  best  blood 
expended  in  wild  and  fruitless  projects  of  con- 
quest, the  people  oppressed  by  debts  and  tax- 
es, will  it  then  be  deemed  improper  to  expose 
the  absurdity  and  mischief  of  continuing  the 
war  ?  Surely,  sir,  it  will  be  patriotic  and  laud- 
able to  alarm  the  people,  to  entreat  them  to  put 
an  end  to  that  which  is  the  cause  of  their  ca- 
lamities. And  if  such  conducit  will  then  be 
proper,  it  must  be  laudable  and  patriotic  now 
to  show  them  their  evils  and  dangers,  and  to 
point  them  to  the  means  of  escape. 

But,  sir,  what  has  been  the  state  of  the  coun- 
try since  the  declaration  of  war?  I  speak 
again  in  reference  to  nublic  opinion.  The  peo- 
ple of  the  North  and  East  have  poured  out 
their  feelings  and  opinions,  their  complmnts  and 
groans,  in  addresses,  petitions,  resolutions,  and 
remonstrances  against  the  war.  Look,  sir,  at 
the  Presidential  election,  and  you  see  all  the 
Northern  and  Eastern  States,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Vermont,  arrayed  against  the  Admin- 
istration. Ton  see  the  people  disregardingthe 
old  Ime  of  partv  division  and  distinction.  Yes, 
sir,  in  spite  of  such  division  imd  distinction, 
**  burying  their  mutual  animosities,"  their  an- 
cient prejudices,  ^'  in  their  common  detestation  '* 
of  the  policy  of  the  Government,  rising  up  in 
their  might  and  strength  to  manifest  their  hos- 
tility to  the  course  of  measures  it  has  pursued. 
This,  Mr.  Ohairman,  Is  a  state  of  things  which 
ought  to  arrest  the  attention,  and  engage  the 
reflection  of  the  National  Legislature,  for  with- 
out that  section  of  country  our  strength  is 
weakness.  I  know  how  ungracious  and  invid- 
ious topics  of  this  kind  are  to  some  gentle- 
men. But^  sir,  we  cannot  help  it  that  the 
eountry  is  made  up  of  sections.  We  are  legis- 
lating for  such  a  country,  and  it  is  our  busi- 
ness and  duty  to  regard  &e  circumstances,  the 
interests,  and  feelings  of  the  people  of  different 
parts  of  the  Union.  We  declared  war  for  com- 
merce ;  the  people  most  interested  in  commerce 
were  opposed  to  it.  We  continue  the  war  for 
sailors'  rights,  and  three-fourths  of  our  native 
American  seamen  belong  to  New  York  and 
the  Eastern  Sutes,  the  people  of  which  are 


sighing  for  peace.  It  ought  to  be  remembered, 
too,  sir,  that  the  war  itself  must  have  the 
effect  of  driving  a  vast  portion  of  our  sailors 
out  of  the  country  into  foreign  service. 

But^  Mr.  Ohairman,  whatever  may  have  been 
the  reasons  for  declaring  war,  the  question  is 
not  now  what  it  was  when  war  was  declared. 
Our  relations  with  the  belligerents  have  mate- 
rially and  essentially  changed.  So  much  have 
they  changed,  that  I  declare,  without  fear  of 
contradiction,  that  had  they  been  on  the  17th 
of  June  last  what  they  now  are,  we  should  not 
have  gone  to  war.  I  hope  no  gentleman  of  this 
committee  will  deny  this.  But  if  any  gentle- 
man should  deny  it,  the  nation  will  not  believe 
him.  Sir,  we  have  received  new,  important, 
and  interesting  evidence  of  the  true  state  of  our 
foreign  relations  since  the  declaration  of  war. 
Facts  which  were  then  unknown,  and  which 
have  shed  a  flood  of  light  upon  the  situation  and 
policy  of  the  United  States,  have  since  been 
published  to  the  world.  The  repeal  of  the  Or- 
ders in  Oouncil  itself  by  removing  the  princi- 
pal cause  of  the  war,  has  produced  a  most  ma- 
terial change ;  for  had  they  been  repealed  be- 
fore the  war  was  declared,  there  would  have 
been  no  war ;  and  let  it  be  remembered,  that 
they  were  repealed  before  the  war  was  known 
in  England*  But  this  is  not  all  to  which  I  refer. 
I  mean  to  speak  of  the  evidence  we  have  re- 
ceived respecting  our  relations  with  France; 
and  I  hope  gentlemen  will  not  be  startled  or 
offended  by  what  I  am  about  to  say.  I  declare 
confidently  and  boldly  tlhat  Napoleon  ha$  inr 
veigled  vm  into  the  war.  He  has  ci^oled  and 
deceived  us.  But  for  his  arts,  intrigues^  and 
duplicity,  the  United  States  would  not  now 
have  been  at  war  with  Great  Britain.  Yes,  sir, 
he  has  led  us  on  step  by  step,  until  he  brought 
us  to  the  edge  of  the  precipice,  and  plunged  us 
into  the  abyss.  We  have  been  humbled  and 
mortified.  He  has  triumphed  over  our  charao- 
ter^  our  honor,  our  rights,  our  independence.  I 
do  not  say  these  things  hastily,  oardessly,  or 
lightly.  And  I  will  add,  that  after  the  discovery 
of  the  deceit  and  duplicity  which  the  Emperor 
of  France  has  practised  upon  us,  it  became  the 
duty  of  this  Government  to  go  back  to  the 
ground  it  occupied  before  the  President's  proo* 
lamation  of  November,  1810,  or  to  declare  im- 
mediate war  against  France.  A  proper  regard 
to  the  honor,  the  character,  and  independence 
of  the  country,  demanded  this  of  its  Govern- 
ment. 

Sir,  the  proof  of  what  I  have  said  is  plain ; 
and  it  \a  time  that  it  be  stated  here,  and  spread 
before  the  nation.  I  beg  the  attention  of  the 
conmuttee  to  the  &cts  on  which  it  rests.  I 
need  not  go  back  farther  than  to  the  law  of 
May,  1810,  which  provided  that  the  non-inter- 
course act  should  cease,  as  to  that  belligerent 
which  should  Jiret  repeial  its  decrees  violating 
our  neutral  rights,  and  that  it  should  operate  on 
the  other,  which  should  fail  so  to  do,  within 
three  months  after  the  President's  proclamation 
of  the  fact  of  such  repeal.    Thia  Law,  and  the 
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oonduct  of  the  President  under  it,  are  the  im- 
mediate cause  of  the  war,  and  the  present  un- 
happy state  of  the  country.  On  the  6th  of  Au- 
gust, 1810,  the  Duke  de  Oadore  wrote  his 
famous  letter  to  General  Armstrong;  the  Amer- 
ican Minister  in  Paris,  stating  that  the  Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees  would,  upon  certain  oondi- 
tiona,  cease  on  the  first  of  November  then  next. 
On  the  authority  of  this  letter,  the  Preradent  of 
the  United  States  issued  his  proclamation,  de- 
claring the  fact,  that  the  French  decrees  were 
repealed.  But  the  British  Goyemment,  not. 
considering  the  letter  of  the  Duke  de  Oadore 
sufficient  evidence  of  their  repeal,  did  not  re- 
voke their  Orders  in  Oouncil,  and,  in  conse- 
quence, our  non-intercourse  act  went  into  ope- 
ration against  Great  Britain  the  February  fol- 
lowing. Notwithstanding  the  proclamation  of 
the  President,  great  doubts  existed  in  this  coun- 
try, whether  the  French  decrees  were  in  fact 
repealed.  To  remove  these  doubts,  to  confirm 
the  proclamation,  to  prevent  inquiry  and  inves- 
tigaticm  in  the  judidsl  tribunals  of  the  country, 
the  act  of  March,  1811,  was  passed.  Tet,  sir, 
it  has  ever  since  been  denied  that  the  decrees 
of  Berlin  and  Milan  were  repealed.  The  public 
prints  have  teemed,  and  the  tables  of  this 
House  have  been  loaded  with  the  proofe  of  their 
existence  and  execution.  Yon  remember,  sir, 
an  impressive  argument,  in  many  respects  ori- 
ginal, an  unanswered  and  unanswerable  argu- 
ment of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Randolph)  on  this  subject  in  this  House, 
towards  the  close  of  the  last  session.  But^  sir, 
notwithstanding  all  this,  this  Government  per- 
asted  in  declaring  that  the  French  decrees  were 
repealed.  I  do  not  mean  to  discuss  that  stale 
matter.  The  statement  I  make  is  necessary  to 
my  present  purpose.  The  question  of  their  re- 
penl  was  the  subject  of  a  very  voluminous  and 
long-continued  correspondence  between  Mr. 
Fositer,  the  British  Minister,  and  our  Secretary 
of  State.  The  discussion,  I  believe,  was  pro- 
tracted to  the  last  moment  of  peace.  War  was 
declared  on  the  18th  of  June.  Some  weeks  af- 
terwards, appeared  in  this  country  a  decree  of 
Nap^eon,  issued  in  May  last,  and  bearing  date 
the  a8th  of  April,  1811.  This  is  an  extraordi- 
nary paper,  and  deserves  some  attention.  I 
will  read  it: 

"Afbil28,  1818. 
"  NapoUm,  Emperor  o/the  French^  dx. 

"  On  the  report  of  onr  Minister  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions: 

"Seeing,  by  a  law  passed  2d  March,  1811,  the 
Congress  has  ordered  the  execution  of  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  non-interconrse,  which  prohibits  the  ves- 
sels and  merchandi^  of  Great  Britain,  her  colonies 
and  dependencies,  from  entering  the  ports  of  the 
United  States. 

<<  Considering  that  the  said  law  is  an  act  of  re- 
nstanoe  to  the  arbitraiy  pretensions  oonseemted  by 
the  British  Orders  in  Council,  and  a  fonnal  reftisal  to 
adhere  to  a  system  invading  the  independence  of 
neutral  powers  and  of  their  lag ;  we  have  ordered, 
end  do  decvee,  as  follows : 


"  Hie  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  de6aitiTeIy, 
and  to  date,  from  1st  Norember  last,  eonsidend  as 
not  existing  in  regard  to  American  veaseU.* 

Now,  sir,  did  this  decree  exist  at  the  time  of 
its  date  t  No,  sir,  the  date  is  falu.  If  the 
decree  existed  in  April,  1811,  why  was  it  not 
communicated  to  this  nation,  the  only  one  in- 
terested in  the  subject?  Why  was  it  not  ecnn- 
municated  to  Mr.  Russell,  whom  stnm^yinged 
upon  the  French  Government  the  necessity  of 
furnishing  some  evid^ace  of  the  repeal  of  the 
decrees.  For  the  purpose  of  oommunieating 
some  satisfiMtory  information  on  that  sul^ect  to 
this  country,  he  detained  the  John  Adams  in 
France,  in  Julyy  1811.  You  will  remember 
Napoleon's  decree  is  dated  in  April,  Fenntt 
me  here  to  read  a  passage  of  Mr.  Russella  letur 
to  Mr.  Monroe,  dated  the  16th  of  July,  1811. 

*<  On  the  14th  of  June,  Mr.  Hamilton,  of  tiie  Joba 
Adams,  reached  Paris,  and  informed  me  that  tins 
vessel  had  arrived  at  Cherbomg.  Unwilling  to  dose 
my  despatches  by  her,  without  being  able  to  ooooa- 
nioate  something  of  a  more  definite  and  satisfiutor^ 
charaoter  than  any  thing  which  had  hitherto  trsat- 
pired,  1  immediately  called  at  the  Office  of  Foniga 
Relations,  but,  the  Minister  being  at  St.  Clood.  I  «ai 
obliged  to  postpone  the  interriew  whioh  I  soo^t  db- 
til  the  Tuesday  following.  At  this  interriew,  I  scstei 
to  him  the  arrival  of  the  frigate,  and  my  solicitoie 
to  transmit  by  her  to  the  United  States  some  ad  of 
this  Government,  justifying  the  expectation  wit& 
which  the  important  law  which  she  had  bnmgbt 
hither  had,  undoubtedly,  been  passed." 

After  Mr.  Russell  had  left  Paris,  he  wrote 
from  England  to  Mr.  Barlow,  who  sucoet^ed 
him,  "  for  additional  proofs  of  the  removal  c^ 
the  decrees.^'  Mr.  Barlow  sterns  to  be  very 
anxious  ^*  to  get  the  treaty  through,  carrying  aa 
unequivocal  stipulation,  that  ahall  lay  that  ques^ 
tion  to  rest" 

But  it  was  all  in  vain ;  no  authentic  evidence 
of  the  repeal  was  furnished.  This  decree  did 
not  exist;  and  why  was  it  not  issued?  Vby 
was  the  evidence  of  the  repeal  of  the  decrees 
withheld?  The  answer  is  obvious.  Tk$  CniUi 
JStates  tDere  not  yet  committed  to  goto  war  triti 
Great  Britain,  Kapoleon  knew  yery  well  that 
when  proper  evidence  of  the  repeal  of  his  de- 
crees was  furnished,  the  English  Orders  in 
Oouncil  would  be  repealed,  and  the  United 
States  would  not  go  to  war  with  Great  Britain. 
For.  sir,  he  knew  very  well,  and  we  know  v«iy 
well,  Uiat  for  the  subject  of  impreasmentaakxM^ 
this  country  would  not  go  to  war.  It  cannot 
be  denied,  that  for  this  cause  we  should  not 
have  declared  war.  This  Government  has 
never  been  disposed  to  go  to  war  on  that 
ground  alone.  The  present  Pre»dent  of  the 
United  States  made  an  arrangement  with  Mr. 
Ermine,  which  gjaddened  the  heart  of  eveiy 
man  in  the  nation,  without  any  proviaon  oa 
that  sul^eot,  without  anj  mention  of  it ;  and 
there  was  not  a  murmur  m  the  country,  on  ac- 
count of  its  omission.  Mr.  Pinkney,  too^  as  stated 
by  the  gentieman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Tsorr*) 
yesterday,  again  and  again,  oiSered  to  aecom- 
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inodate  with  England,  on  the  rescinding  of  the 
Orders  in  council^  withoat  any  reference  to  im- 
pressments. 

Sir,  this  decree  itself  is  an  insnlt  to  this  Qoy- 
emment  It  is  issued  expressly,  hecanse  we 
had  taken  oar  stand  against  England ;  it  is  de- 
clared to  he  issued  in  consequence  of  our  act  of 
March,  1811,  when,  in  fact,  the  President's 
proclamation  and  the  act  of  March  were  found- 
ed on  the  repeal  of  the  decrees.  To  show  the 
correctness  of  my  remarks  on  this  part  of  the 
Buhject ;  to  show  that  Napoleon  has  triumphed 
over  our  honor  and  character,  I  heg  leave  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  Mr. 
Russell's  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe,  dated  the  9th  of 
June,  1811.  His  language  does  credit  to  his 
understanding  and  feelings: 

"  To  have  waited  for  the  receipt  of  the  proclama- 
tion, in  order  to  make  use  of  it  for  the  llheration  of 
the  New  Orleans  Packet^  appeared  to  me  a  prepos- 
terous and  unworthy  course  of  proceeding,  and  to  be 
nothing  better  than  absurdly  and  batdy  employing 
the  declaration  of  the  President,  l^at  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees  had  been  revoked,  as  the  means  of  ob- 
taining their  revocation,  I  believed  it  became  me  to 
take  higher  ground,  and  without  confining  myself  to 
the  mode  bert  calculated  to  recover  the  property,  to 
porsoe  that  which  the  dignity  of  the  American  Gov- 
ernment required. 

"A  crisis,  in  my  opinion,  presented  itself,  which 
was  to  decide  whether  the  French  edicts  were  retract- 
ed as  a  preliminary  to  the  execution  of  our  law ;  or 
whether,  by  the  non-performance  of  one  party,  and 
the  prompt  performance  of  the  other,  the  order  in 
-which  these  measures  ought  to  stand  was  to  be  re- 
versed, and  the  American  Ckvemment  shuffled  into 
the  lead,  where  national  honor  and  the  law  required 
it  to  follow." 

It  would  have  been  hose  to  have  employed 
the  President's  proclamation,  that  the  Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees  had  been  revoked  as  the 
means  of  obtaining  their  revocation.  But 
what,  sir,  is  the  price  we  have  at  length  paid 
for  the  repeal  ?  The  President's  proclamation 
was  not  enough ;  the  act  of  March  added  to  it 
was  not  enough ;  we  could  not  procure  the  re- 
vocation till  we  went  to  war.  For,  sir,  the 
Emperor  would  not  issue  this  decree  tUl  he 
knew  that  we  were  pledged  and  committed  to 
go  to  war  with  Great  Britain.  How  he  knew 
tills,  sir,  it  is  not  for  me  to  say.  We  all  know, 
however,  that  he  had  all  the  acts  of  this  Gov- 
vemment  to  satisfy  him  of  the  course  we  were 
pursuing — the  step  we  were  about  to  take.  He 
had  the  President's  Message,  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations^  the  war 
speeches  of  the  members  of  this  House,  the  laws 
for  raising  armies,  and  the  embargo.  In  the 
month  of  May,  then,  when  the  policy  of  this 
country  in  relation  to  Great  Britmn  was  set- 
tled, he  issued  his  decree,  just  in  such  time,  too, 
sir,  that  it  could  not  reach  this  country  tiU  we 
had  plunged  into  the  war.  And  well,  in  such  a. 
state,  might  he  repeal  his  decrees,  which,  by 
the  war  itself,  would  be  superseded — would  be- 
come a  nullity. 


Thus,  sir,  believing  the  French  decrees  to  be 
repealed,  we  departed  from  our  neutral  stand  hy 
enforcing  the  non-intercourse  law  against  Great 
Britain.  We  have  in  vain  waited  for  such  evi- 
dence of  their  repeal  as  would  have  induced 
Great  Britain  to  rescind  her  Orders  in  Council 
— the  great  cause  of  the  war.  Their  revocation 
depended  upon  the  repeal  of  the  French  de- 
crees ;  and  had  they  been  revoked,  there  would 
have  been  no  war  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain.  The  decree,  declaring  the 
edicts  of  France  to  be  revoked,  is  at  length  issu- 
ed, when  the  Emperor  knows  it  is  too  late  to 
prevent  the  war.  The  decree  is  communicated 
to  the  English  Government,  the  Orders  in 
Council  are  revoked  on  the  ground  of  the  re- 
peal of  the  French  decrees,  but  the  United 
States  have  declared  war.  How,  sir,  can  I  make 
this  matter  plainer  ?  Our  whole  course  against 
Great  Britain  has  proceeded  from  the  helief  of 
the  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees ;  but 
that  evidence  of  their  repeal,  which  would  have 
stopped  our  course,  by  means  of  which  the  Or- 
ders in  Council  would  have  been  revoked,  and 
the  war  would  have  been  avoided,  is  withheld 
till  the  Emperor  knows  that  war  is  inevitable. 
Thus,  sir,  have  we  been  duped,  deceived,  and 
inveigled. 

I  repeat  it,  sir,  had  we,  on  the  iTth  June,  un- 
derstood our  foreign  relations  as  we  now  under- 
stand them,  we  should  not  have  declared  war. 
And  would  it  not  have  been  lust  and  magnani- 
mous in  this  Government,  when  all  doubt  was 
removed  on  the  subject  of  the  French  decrees, 
to  have  acknowledged  its  error?  Did  not  the 
honor,  the  character,  the  independence  of  the 
country  require  of  us  to  go  back  to  our  original 
neutral  ground  ?  I  rose  principally  for  the  pur- 
pose of  presenting  this  view  of  the  arts  and 
deceit  of  the  French  Emperor  to  the  committee. 
I  regret  that  I  have  not  done  it  more  fhlly  and 
clearly;  and  I  hope  that  some  gentleman  more 
competent  to  a  proper  examination  of  the  sub- 
ject will  yet  take  it  up  before  we  get  through 
this  discussion. 

Mr.  Tallmadoe  said  he  felt  a  peculiar  embar* 
rassment  in  rising  to  oifer  to  the  consideration 
of  the  committee  some  of  his  own  reflections  on 
the  important  subject  now  under  debate^  from 
a  twofold  consideration.  In  the  first  place,  the 
magnitude  of  the  question  might  claim  the  aid 
of  more  exalted  talents  than  be  pretended  to 
possess,  and,  therefore,  to  do  it  justice,  he 
feared,  would  not  be  in  his  power.  For,  said 
Mr.  T.,  in  the  extensive  range  of  debate  which 
has  been  permitted  by  the  Chair,  the  whde 
field  of  our  foreign  relations  has  been  open  to 
examination,  and  the  policy  of  our  own  Govern- 
ment in  relation  to  Great  Britain  has  been 
deemed  fairly  within  the  range  of  discussion. 

In  the  second  place,  the  gentlemen  who  had 
preceded  have  occupied  the  ground  so  ablv,  and 
discussed  the  subject  so  extensively,  that  it  was 
somewhat  difficult  to  present  arguments  entirely 
novel  to  arrest  the  attention  of  the  committee. 
Having  a  belief  however,  that  there  were  some 
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important  considerations,  in  relation  to  the  bill 
now  under  debate,  which  had  not  yet  been 
brought  into  view,  he  begged  the  attention  of 
the  committee  while  he  endeavored  to  lay  be- 
fore them  the  views  which  he^  had  taken  of  the 
subject,  and  which  constrained  him  most  de- 
ddedly  to  oppose  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Before  I  enter  upon  the  merits  of  the  sub- 
ject, said  Mr.  T.,  I  take  occasion  to  express  my 
hearty  assent  to  declarations  made  by  honorable 
gentlemen  that  this  is  no  time  to  indulge  the 
bickerings  of  party ;  and  that  it  is  greatly  to  be 
desired  that  all  distinctions  of  this  sort  were 
entirely  laid  aside  and  forgotten.  Sir,  I  should 
consider  it  the  most  auspicious  event  of  my  life 
if  I  could  see  every  gentleman  on  this  floor  de- 
termined to  take  and  maintain  the  true  old 
American  ground  occupied  by  the  patriots  of 
^76.  Although  it  may  be  painful  to  the  feelings 
of  an  honorable  mind  to  be  assailed  with 
odious  appellations,  and  charged  with  duplicity 
and  falsehood,  yet  the  mind  which  has  virtue 
fbr  its  basis,  a  conscious  integrity  for  its  sup- 
port, and  firmness  sufficient  to  enable  the  man 
to  do  his  duty,  may  hope  to  pass  unhurt  by 
such  malicious  darts. 

Standing,  as  I  do,  in  the  highly -responsible 
situation  of  one  of  the  legislators  of  this  exten- 
sive country,  I  hope  to  have  stability  and  in- 
tegrity sufficient  to  enable  me  to  discharge  my 
duty  to  my  constituents.  If,  after  having  pass- 
ed through  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  having 
never  changed  my  political  creed  to  the  pres- 
ent day,  an  odious  epithet  could  induce  me  to 
alter  my  course,  I  should  be  unworthy  the  con- 
fidence of  my  country.  But  whence,  Mr. 
Chairman,  proceeds  this  system  of  slander  and 
abuse?  From  the  foul  presses  of  our  country. 
To  whom  are  some  of  the  fairest  characters 
which  have  ever  adorned  this  or  any  other, 
oountry  indebted  for  the  odious  epithets  of 
monarchists,  foreign  agents,  tories,  and  the 
like  ?  To  your  imported  patriots,  who,  weary 
of  the  dull  pursuits  of  induiBtry  on  their  native 
soil,  or  escaping  from  the  Justice  of  the  laws  of 
their  own  oountry,  have  fled,  to  this  happy  land 
to  instruct  its  inhabitants  in  the  true  principles 
of  liberty  and  equality. 

To  this  set  of  newly-fiedged  politicians,  and 
men  of  a  similar  stamp,  is  this  once  happy 
country  indebted  for  one-half  the  miseries  and 
much  of  the  disgrace  which  it  suffers. 

I  have  been  led  into  this  digression  in  con- 
sequence of  remarks  which  have  fallen  from  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  but  will  now  return  to 
my  subject. 

A  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Stow,) 
who  addressed  you  early  in  this  d^ate,  told  us 
that  he  reprobated  the  war,  and  had  no  confi- 
dence in  the  Administration  to  conduct  it  to  a 
successful  issue,  but  should  vote  for  the  bill  to 
enable  them  to  carry  it  on.  This  is  strange  po- 
litical logic  to  my  understanding,  ^hile  I  sub- 
scribe fully  to  his  premises,  the  reasonings  of  my 
mind  bring  me  to  a  very  different  result.  Be- 
cause I  deprecate  this  war  as  pregnant  with 


great  evils,  if  not  ruin  to  my  country,  I  will, 
therefore,  take  all  constitutional  measures  to 
bring  it  to  a  speedy  and  honorable  dose ;  and 
because  I  have  no  confidence  in  the  Executive 
department  of  our  Government,  nor  in  the 
subordinate  agents  who  have  been  appointed  to 
vote  for  this  bill,  which,  if  adopted,  vill 
enlist  still  greater  evils  on  this  devoted 
country. 

In  presenting  the  subject  to  this  honorable 
committee,  in  its  most  appropriate  form,  it  may 
be  proper  to  examine  into  the  prominent  causes 
of  our  dispute,  which  has  terminated  in  open 
war  with  Great  Britain.  These  I  take  to  be 
threcjviz: 

1.  The  Orders  in  Council 

2.  Impressment  of  our  seamen. 

8.  The  attack  upon  the  Chesapeake. 

That  we  may  narrow  the  point  in  oontrovenj 
as  much  as  possible,  I  remark  that  ample  and 
satirfactory  atonement  having  been  made  for 
the  violation  of  our  rights  by  the  attack  on  the 
Chesapeake,  one  cause  of  disquietude  and  a 
prominent  one  too,  has  been  finally  removed.  It 
has  indeed  been  frequently  remarked  on  this 
floor,  that  the  satisfaction  offered  for  the  unan- 
tiiorized  attack  on  the  frigate  Chesapeake  vas 
long  delayed,  and  very  reluctantly  offend 
However  painful  it  may  be  to  censure  the  coo- 
duct  of  our  own  Government,  yet  a  sense  of 
justice  obliges  me  to  say,  that  to  every  overtme 
made  by  Great  Britain  to  accommodate  this  m- 
pleasant  affair,  our  Administration  attached 
some  exceptionable  condition  which  dosed  the 
door  to  an  amicable  acyustment  The  commit- 
tee cannot  have  forgotten  the  eai;ly  disavowal 
of  this  wanton  aggression  on  the  honor  of  cor 
flag  by  the  Britidi  Government,  and  the  tend^ 
of  satisfaction  which  was  made,  but  Med  be- 
cause our  ^nister  was  instructed  to  doiq>le  with 
this  complaint  the  subject  of  impressment ;  rifx 
can  they  have  forgotten  how  indignant  the 
Ministry  and  nation  were  when  the  FresSdeot 
assumed  the  right  of  judging  what  would  best 
comport  with  the  honor  of  their  King.  Few, 
I  beueve,  who  read  the  offensive  remark,  ex- 
pect a  different  .result  from  that  which  ensced. 
And  while  I  am  upon  this  subject  I  take  oc- 
casion to  remark,  that  in  all  our  attempts  to 
negotiate  with  the  British  Government  there 
seems  to  have  been  some  untoward  carcom- 
stance,  sotne  unfortunate  condition,  either 
accidentally  or  intentionally,  attached  to  the 
question  at  issue,  which  has  defeated  the  nego- 
tiation. 

It  would  be  ^within  the  scope  of  my  present 

gan  to  take  a  particular  review  of  the  British 
rders  in  Council,  as  well  as  the  subject  of  im* 
pressments.  But  inasmudi  as  the  docom^ts 
relating  to  these  two  subjects  have  been  laid 
on  every  gentleman^s  table;  and  more  espe- 
cially when  I  reflect  that  both  topics  have  been 
very  ably  discussed  bv  some  gentlem^  who 
have  preceded  me,  and  eepeciidlv  br  the  gen- 
tleman who  has  just  sat  down,  (Mr.  BlevcoxJ 
I  shall  content  myself  with  takmg  but  a  brief 
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review  of  these  prominent,  and  I  may  add,  the 
only  remaining  causes  for  the  present  war.  As 
to  the  Orders  in  Oonncil,  it  ought  not  to  be  for- 
gotten, that  during  several  lengthy  discussions 
to  obtain  their  repeal,  as  well  by  our  Ministers 
in  London,  as  at  tnis  place,  they  have  been  con- 
sidered as  the  prominent  point  in  dispute.  Bo, 
again,  as  to  the  origin  of  our  restrictive  system ; 
it  cannot  be  forgotten  that  the  fHends  and  abet- 
tors of  those  measures  uniformly  professed  that 
they  were  adopted  as  retaliatory  for  the  Orders 
in  Council.  From  the  first  partial  non-impor- 
tation act,  which  passed  on  the  eighteenth  of 
April,  1806,  down  to  the  law  of  the  second  of 
Marcn,  1811,  the  object  has  been,  on  the  very 
£[ice  of  the  law,  to  procure  a  repeal  of  the  Or- 
ders in  Council,  and  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees.  If  any  doubt  should  remain  on  the 
mind  of  any  member  of  this  committee  as  to 
this  fact,  I  beg  him  to  turn  his  eye  to  the  re- 
strictive code,  and  I  presume  he  will  find  the 
evidence  to  be  abundant  and  complete.  In  this 
system  of  anti-commercial  regulations,  I  find 
the  origin  and  progress  of  our  present  political 
calamities.  And  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  shall 
readily  admit,  that  we  had  grievances  and  com- 
plaints, great  and  heavy,  against  both  of  the 
belligerents ;  nor  have  I  the  least  inclination  to 
palliate  or  excuse  them.  My  object  is  to  show, 
what  I  have  uniformly  expressed  on  this  floor, 
that  our  system  of  non-importation,  non-inter- 
course, and  embargo,  have  been  directed  against 
the  Orders  in  Council,  as  to  Great  Britain,  and 
nothing  else ;  and  finally,  have  brought  this 
country  into  a  ruinous  war.  Is  there  a  man 
within  these  walls,  who  does  not  now  believe 
(as  was  fiiUy  predicted  when  the  law  passed)  that 
the  conditions  held  out  to  the  two  great  belli- 
gerent^ to  induce  them  to  repeal  their  obnox- 
ious edicts 'violating  the  neutral  commerce  of 
the  Unitea  States,  placed  the  execution  of  our 
law  in  the  hands  of  a  foreign  Government?  Is 
there  a  nuin  of  ordinary  capacity  in  the  United 
States,  having  the  means  of  information,  who 
now  believes  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees 
were  repealed  on  the  1st  of  November,  1810, 
according  to  the  proclamation  of  the  President 
c^  the  United  States,  solemnly  announcing  that 
&ct;  and  that  they  thenceforward  cea^  to 
violate  our  neutral  commerce  ?  Does  not  candor 
constrain  all  to  confess  that,  long  after  the  pre- 
tended repeal  of  the  aforesaid  decrees,  our  com- 
merce was  harassed  in  eveij  sea  where  French 
cruisers  could  reach  it?  ^eed  I  point  yon  to 
the  piratical  seizures  and  burning  of  American 
property  in  the  Baltic,  the  Mediterranean  and 
the  Atlantic  seas,  by  the  privateers  and  fleets  of 
the  French  Empire;  subsequent  to  this  pre- 
tended repeal,  and  sanctioned  expressly  by  its 
authority?  If  all  other  evidence  should  be 
.  deemed  insnflBcient,  I  inauire  whether  the 
French  Emperor  himself  has  not  sufficiently 
humbled  this  country  (if  indeed  our  cup  of  hu- 
miliation had  not  been  full  before)  by  his  own 
formal  ante-dated  repeal  of  his  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees,  long  subsequent  to  the  time 


imposed  on  the  President  by  the  Duke  of 
Cadore? 

It  cannot  have  escaped  the  attention  of  the 
committee,  or  of  the  nation,  that  Napoleon's 
decree,  respecting  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees, 
bears  date  the  28th  of  April,  1811,  and  is  ex- 
nlioitly  bottomed  on  the  law  of  Congress  passed 
March  2, 1811 ;  the  sole  object  of  which  law 
was  to  conflrm  the  proclamation  of  the  Presi- 
dent which  had  then  been  issued  more  than  four 
months,  and  the  legality  of  which  had  become 
very  questionable.  This  decree  may  be  found 
among  the  documents  accompanying  the  Presi- 
dent's Menage  of  November  4th,  1812,  and  on 
the  forty-sixth  page  of  those  printed  papers^ 

If  further  evidence  should  be  needed  to  prove 
the  abominable  fraud  of  this  transacUoxi.  it  may 
be  found  in  the  correspondence  of  our  Minister 
at  Paris,  in  the  summer  of  1811,  wherein  he 
remarks,  that  he  had  repeatedly  demanded 
evidence  of  the  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees,  but  none  could  be  obtained.  And  yet, 
forsooth,  we  are  now  furnished  with  a  decree 
dated  in  April  preceding,  but  not  issued  until 
we  are  so  entangled  in  French  toils,  that  war 
with  Great  Britam  was  inevitable.  If  this  fact 
alone  had  been  understood,  I  put  it  to  the  can- 
dor of  this  honorable  committee  to  say,  whether 
they  would  have  consented  to  the  declaration 
of  war  against  Great  Britain  at  the  time  and 
for  the  reasons  which  were  given  ?  I  say,  with* 
out  fear  of  contradiction,  that  they  would  not. 
If  my  premises  are  true,  and  the  inference  un- 
disputed, since  the  Government  has  been  grossly 
deceived  and  drawn  into  this  war,  for  reasons  and 
causes  which  did  not  then  exist,  most  assuredly 
it  becomes  our  duty  as  well  as  interest  to  re- 
lieve the  country  fh>m  its  pressure  as  soon  aa 
possible. 

In  addition  to  all  this,  it  is  a  singular  fact  in 
the  history  and  progress  of  this  war,  that  in 
five  days  after  its  declaration,  (viz.  on  the  23d  of 
June,  1812,)  and  as  soon  as  the  aforesaid  decree 
of  the  French  Emperer  was  made  known  to 
the  British  Ministry  by  Mr.  Russell,  an  Order 
in  Council  was  issued,  repealing  the  former  ob* 
noxious  orders,  which  had  been  ostensively  the 
most  prominent  cause  of  the  war ;  and  yet  the 
President  has  never  issued  his  proclamation  an- 
nouncing that  fact,  as  by  the  terms  of  the  law 
of  March  2d,  1811,  he  was  expressly  bound  to 
do.  On  this  failure  of  the  President  to  do  what 
the  law  enjoined  on  him  to  perfonn,  as  well  as 
having  issued  his  proclamation  of  November, 
1810,  without  possessing  the  facts  required  by 
the  law  to  support  him,  I  make  no  conmient. 
The  account  is  still  unsettied  between  him  and 
this  ii\jured  country. 

The  Orders  in  Council  having  thus  been  re- 
voked, the  continuance  of  the  war  seems  to  rest 
upon  the  impressment  of  our  seamen  alone. 
Give  me  leave  then  to  inquire  into  the  ffronnda 
of  this  practice^  as  olaimed  by  Great  Britiun. 
Is  it  not  bottomed  on  the  ancient  doqtrine  of  per- 
petual i^legianoe— or  in  other  words,  that  the  n*- 
tive-bom  subject  can  never  so  expatriate,  as  that 
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the  mother  oountrj  may  not  claim  his  service 
in  time  of  war  ?  Is  this  a  novel  doctrine,  either 
as  to  timO)  or  the  nation  who  now  attempts  to 
enforce  it  ?  I  ventore  to  say  that  Great  Britain 
has  practised  upon  this  principle  ever  since  she 
has  heen  a  nation ;  and  it  is  farther  manifest 
that  France,  and  aU  the  maritime  powers  of 
Europe,  have  maintained  the  same  doctrine. 
Nay,  sir,  we  miuntain  the  same  doctrine  in  our 
own  country ;  in  proof  of  which,  witness  the 
President's  proclamation  at  the  commencement 
of  this  war ;  and  notice  also  the  recent  case  of 
Clark  the  spy,  who  was  condemned  to  suffer 
death  by  a  court  martial,  and  was  pardoned  by 
the  President  on  the  ground  of  his  owing  al- 
legiance to  the  United  States,  although  residing 
in  an  enemy's  territory,  and  having  been  natu- 
ralized or  sworn  allegiance  to  the  King  of 
Great  Britain.  Hence  it  would  seem,  that  the 
principle  set  up  was  not  novel  nor  singular, 
but  what  is  the  principle  in  contest  between 
the  two  Governments?  Great  Britain  claims 
the  right  to  visit  neutral  merchant  ships  on  the 
high  seas ;  and  if  she  finds  any  of  her  natural- 
bom  subjects,  to  take  them  into  her  service. 
The  Government  of  the  United  States  denies  to 
her  this  right,  and  asserts,  that  a  foreigner 
naturalized  in  this  country,  is  absolved  from 
all  allegiance  to  the  parent  State.  The  practice 
of  Great  Britain  under  her  principle,  has  un- 
doubtedly subjected  some  of  our  native  citizens 
to  capture  and  involuntary  service,  from  causes 
which  I  need  not  here  repeat.  In  all  such  cases, 
I  take  it  to  be  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  she 
sets  up  no  claim,  and  therefore  every  abuse  of 
this  sort  is  capable  of  remedy.  But  on  this 
head  I  have  no  hesitation  in  expressing  my  un- 
qualified belief,  founded  on  documents  which 
have  been  laid  on  our  tables,  that  the  list  of 
such  impressed  seamen  is  greatly  exaggerated. 
Out  of  the  number  six  thousand  two  hundred 
and  iifty-seven  of  American  citizens  said  to 
have  been  impressed,  and  forming  a  standing 
head  piece  to  the  list  of  our  grievances,  I  very 
much  question  if  five  hundred  native  Americans 
oan  be  found  among  them  all.  The  documents 
lately  furnished  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  if 
parefuUy  examined,  will  serve  very  much  to 
substantiate  this  fact  Many  names  are  there 
returned  who  have  only  forwarded  their  daims 
to  our  Consul  at  London,  and  who,  very  prob- 
ably, never  set  foot  on  American  ground. 
Others*  again  are  continued  on  the  list  who 
have  been  discharged  years  ago,  and  others  who 
have  voluntarily  engaged  in  her  service. 

The  question  then  at  issue,  I  take  to  .be  thia 
—Shall  the  war  with  Great  Britian  be  con- 
tinued to  oblige  her  to  relinquish  the  practice 
of  taking  from  our  merchantmen  her  native 
British  sailors?    If  we  could  obtain  the  princi- 

Sle  by  continuing  the  war,  I  think  it  can  be 
emonstrated,  that  it  would  be  ii\)urious  to  the 
American  seamen  to  have  it  so  established,  in- 
asmuch as  it  would,  by  increasing  the  number 
of  our  seamen,  necessarily  diminish  their  wages. 
Bat,  circumstanced  as  Great  Britain  is,  contend- 


ing for  her  existence  against  the  most  fonnid- 
able  power  on  earth,  and  resting  her  Isst  hopes 
upon  her  navy,  I  presume  she  will  never  reUn- 
quiah  the  principle. 

The  inquiry  has  been  made,  with  some  solid- 
tude,  what  will  you  do  with  natvraliud  for- 
eigners t  I  answer,  treat  them  hospitably,  and 
extend  the  arm  of  protection  and  all  the  bless- 
ings of  government  to  them  while  they  con- 
tinue within  your  territorial  jurisdiction;  W  if 
they  leave  your  territory,  and  choose  to  go 
upon  the  great  highway  of  nations,  the  risk  and 
the  choice  are  their  own,  as  will  be  the  peril 
Put  the  c&se  fairly  to  the  yeomanry  of  our 
country,  and  let  them  understand  the  subject, 
that  this  war  is  to  be  carried  on  tot  the  porposo 
of  protecting  foreigners  while  sailing  on  iJie 
high  seas,  and  I  very  much  incline  to  the 
opinion,  that  they  would  dismiss  the  authais 
of  this  war  from  further  service,  or  oblige  them 
soon  to  bring  it  to  a  close.  Sir,  I  will  not  con- 
sent to  waste  one  drop  of  pure  American  Uood, 
nor  to  expend  a  single  dollar,  to  protect,  on  the 
high  seas,  all  the  vagabonds  of  Europe.  Ysln- 
able  as  may  have  been  the  acquiffltion  in  ob- 
taining many  great  and  good  men  as  emigrants 
from  Europe,  still  I  must  maintain  the  opinion, 
that  all  the  blessings  of  liberty  and  domestic 
government,  which  are  secured  to  them  in  com- 
mon with  our  native  citizens,  ought  to  be  an 
ample  compensation.  I  know  it  is  no  easy^ 
matter  to  draw  the  precise  line  where  protec- 
tion shall  cease ;  but  in  a  question  of  such  mo- 
ment as  peace  or  war,  the  prosperity  and  hap- 
piness, perhaps  the  misery  and  ruin  of  oar  coon- 
try,  I  cannot  hesitate  as  to  the  course  ^oper 
to  be  pursued. 

With  respect  to  protections,  they  have  be- 
come so  much  a  matter  of  bargain  and  sale, 
that  having  been  counterfeited  and  sold  in  al- 
most every  port  in  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  in 
America,  they  have  long  since  ceased  to  answer 
any  valuable  purpose.  It  has  been  a  fact  long 
since  well  established,  that  a  foreigner,  who 
could  scarcely  speak  our  language,  could  pro- 
cure a  protection  in  Great  Britain  pnrportii^to 
be  evidence  of  his  American  eitizenahip.  This 
then  may  account  for  the  light  and  contemptu- 
ous treatment  given  to  this  species  of  evid^oe 
by  the  officers  of  the  British  navy. 


Fbidat,  January  8. 
Mounted  Bangers, 
Mr.  Jennikos  said  that  it  must  be  recollected 
by  the  House,  that  the  act  which  was  pased  st 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  for  the  rising  oe^ 
tain  companies  of  rangers  for  the  protection  of 
the  frontiers,  had  expired.  Those  rangers  wer» 
raised  under  the  apprehension  of  attacks  ^om 
the  savages ;  and  these  apprehensions  hare  aa- 
fortunately  been  realized  far  beyond  the  genenl 
anticipation.  When  those  companies  wen 
raised,  Mr.  Speaker,  we  expected  long  since  to 
have  taken  possession  of  the  British  ProTince 
of  Upper  Canada,  thereby  to  have  intercepted 
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the  oonnection  and  communication  between  the 
British  and  the  northwestern  Indiana.  It  will 
therefore  readily  be  perceived,  that  in  conse- 
quence of  our  disappointed  expectations  in  that 
quarter,  the  northwestern  frontier  will  be  more 
exposed  to  the  savage  knife  and  tomahawk,  at 
the  opening  of  the  approaching  spring,  than 
they  have  been  heretofore.  This  description  of 
force,  if  again  oi^ganized,  and  stationed  at 
suitable  points  without  the  frontier  settlements, 
will  render  it  more  efficient,  and  in  a  better 
situation  to  range  the  woods  and  prevent  the 
unapprised  attach  of  the  savage  upon  the  help- 
less women  and  children.  If  we  had  to  expect 
invasion  from  a  civilized  foe,  our  situation 
would  not  excite  so  much  terror,  but  the  savage 
diaracter  draws  no  distinction  between  the 
helpless  infant  and  the  prisoner  of  war.  Under 
such  circumstances,  no  calculation  of  expendi- 
ture ought  to  have  any  weight  against  a  meas- 
ure calculated  to  afford  a  necessary  and  proper 
protection  to  such  an  important  and  extensive 
frontier  of  the  United  States.  The  secrecy  and 
facility  with  which  the  savages  can  assail  that 
frontier,  renders  it  improper  that  we  should 
depend  entirely  for  protection  upon  the  volun- 
teers and  militia  of  an  adjoining  State.  They 
carry  with  them  their  prejudices,  and  too  often 
forget  the  sacred  rights  of  private  property. 
This  fact  has  unfortunately  been  verined  by  a 
petition  which  I  presented  yesterday  from  the 
territory  which  1  represent.  But  I  cannot  be- 
lieve that  such  is  the  character  of  the  citizens 
of  Kentucky,  although  I  do  believe  that  the 
cause  of  that  plundering,  so  far  as  it  did  take 
place  in  the  western  part  of  the  territorv  of 
Xn^ana,  by  a  portion  of  the  Kentucky  volun- 
teers, may  be  found  in  the  urihi^llowed  exer- 
tions of  local  political  purposes,  to  impress  on 
the  minds  of  at  least  some  of  those  volunteers, 
that  they  were  to  defend  British  agents,  British 
partisans,  and  persons  having  connection  with 
the  savages. 

I  shall  now  (ssud  Mr.  J.^  present  to  the 
House  the  following  resolutions  which  I  have 
prepared,  as  well  for  the  purpose  of  offering  a 
bounty  in  lands  to  those  who  woxdd  volunteer 
their  services  as  rangers  for  the  protection  of 
the  northwestern  frontier,  as  for  the  purpose 
of  inquiring  into  the  expediency  of  paying  the 
militia  and  volunteers  who  have  already  ren- 
dered important  services  in  shielding  the  help- 
less from  savage  cruelty : — 

'<  Retolffed,  That  the  Committee  on  MiliUury  Affiun 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
expedieoicy  of  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  raise  at  least  twelve  companies  of  rangers, 
by  the  acceptance  of  volunteers  or  enlistment  for  one 
year,  to  be  mounted  or  otherwise,  as  the  service  may 
require. 

**  Retolwd^  That  the  said  committee  inquire  into 
tte  expediency  of  allowing  a  bounty  in  land  to 
those  who  shall  tender  their  services  as  rangers,  and 
be  accepted  by  the  Piwdent  of  the  United  States. 

**Re»fdved,  That  the  said  committee  inquire  like- 
wiae  into  tiie  expediency  of  making  provinon  for 


compensating  the  militia  or  volunteers^  who  may 
have  been  called  out,  or  whose  services  may  have 
been  accepted  by  the  Executives  of  either  of  the 
territories  of  the  United  States." 

The  resolutions  were  ordered  to  Ue  en  the 
Uble. 

Additional  Military  Force, 
The  House ju^in  resolved  itself  into  a  Comr 
mittee  of  the  whole,  on  the  bill  fr^m  the  Senate 
authorizing  the  raiang  of  twenty  thousand  men, 
lor  one  year,  if  in  the  opinion  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  the  public  service  shall  re- 
quire it 

Mr.  WHBA.TON  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  every  in- 
telligent man,  whose  age  has  given  him  an  op- 
portunity of  combining  experience  with  ob- 
servation, must  know  that  there  are  times 
when,  on  certain  questions  relating  to  the  great 
interests  of  the  nation,  the  sober  remonstrances 
of  truth  and  reason  are  of  little  or  no  avail 
against  the  misguided  impetuosity  of  public 
prejudice.  To  such  a  crisis,  if  we  have  not  al- 
ready arrived,  it  is  greatly  to  be  feared  that  we 
are  fast  approaching.  To  float  along  the  current 
of  popular  opinion  requires  very  little  exertion ; 
but  the  man  that  is  placed  in  a  situation  where 
the  public  safetv  demands  that  he  should  stem 
the  torrent  and  buffet  the  storm,  cannot  but  re- 
flect, with  peculiar  sensibility,  on  the  very  un- 
equal task  ne  has  to  perform.  The  bill,  now 
under  consideration,  has  opened  a  field  of  dis- 
cussion on  the  general  policy  of  the  war,  in 
which  its  advocates  and  opponents  seem  to 
have  given  full  range  to  their  imaginations ;  and 
the  arguments,  on  both  sides,  have  apparently 
been  attendea  with  various  succet^.  There 
can,  however,  be  litUe  doubt  on  which  side  the 
victory  will  finally  be  dechired.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  majority  are  determined,  and 
the  bill  will  pass.  I  had  therefore  resolved  to 
take  no  part  in  the  dispute,  but  to  content  my- 
self with  giving  a  simple  vote.  But,  reflecting 
that  I  am  called  upon  to  act  on  a  subject  by  me 
deemed  important,  not  only  for  myself  but  for 
the  good  of  the  people  whom  I  have  the  honor 
to  represent,  who  will  be  equally  interested  in 
the  result,  I  have  felt  myself  impelled,  both  by 
duty  and  inclination,  to  state  some  of  the 
reasons  on  which  that  vote  will  be  grounded. 

The  bill  proposes  giving  authority  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  raise  twenty 
thousand  regular  troops,  in  addition  to  the 
thirty-fi^ie  thousand  already  authorized  by  law. 
This  may  be  right  or  wrong,  proper  or  im- 
proper, according  to  times  and  circumstanoefl, 
and  the  objects  which  the  measure  is  contem- 
plated to  effect.  Were  the  country  invaded  by 
a  foreign  foe,  and  a  foe  so  powerful  as  to  make 
this  additional  number  of  troops  necessary  for 
its  defence,  I  should  say  it  were  right  and 
proper  to  raise  them,  whatever  expense  it  might 
be  to  the  nation.  But  if;  as  the  advocates  of 
the  bill  profess,  these  men  are  to  be  enlisted, 
and,  together  with  those  heretofore  authorised, 
are  to  form  a  powerfid  army  for  tho  purpose  of 
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foToign  conquest,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  giving 
it,  as  my  opinion,  that  it  is  improper  and  wrong, 
or,  at  least,  as  the  President  has  told  ns  respect- 
ing the  French  decree  repealing  those  of  Berlin 
and  Milan,  that  *Hhe  proceeding  is  rendered,  hj 
the  time  and  manner  of  it,  liable  to  many  o1>* 
jections."  Objections,  it  is  apprehended^  may 
arise  from  want  of  powers  given  to  Congress  by 
the  constttntion,  either  expressed  or  implied, 
to  do  this  thing,  with  its  professed  obiect  in 
view — ^that  is,  foreign  conquest  And  if  these 
are  nnavailing,  common  reason  and  common 
sense  furnish  objections,  sufficiently  strong,  to 
the  expediency  of  our  undertaking  such  enter- 
prises. Objections,  for  want  of  s^oient  pow- 
ers given  by  the  constitution,  may  be  consid- 
ered as  novel ;  but,  if  sound,  they  diould  never- 
theless prevail.  The  war  itself  is  novel,  this 
being  the  first  of  the  kind  that  ever  we  have 
undertaken  since  that  instrument  was  formed, 
or  since  we  became  an  independent  nation.  If 
the  constitution  gives  Congress  any  power  to 
carry  on  foreign  wars,  those  powers  must  be 
collected  from  expressions  it  contains,  or  from 
fiome  dear  and  necessary  implication  from 
something  that  is  therein  expressed.  It  will  be 
very  readily  admitted,  that  our  national  Gov- 
ernment is  a  Government  of  a  very  simple  con- 
struction, and  that  it  possesses  very  limited 
powers ;  being  established  by  compact,  not  by 
conquest,  it  has  not  all  the  powers  incident  to 
the  sovereignties  of  other  countries ;  not  pro- 
duced by  conquest,  it  was  not  made  for  con- 
quest. '^  The  enumeration  of  certain  rights  in 
the  constitution  shall  not  be  construed  to  deny 
or  disparage  others  retained  by  the  people;" 
and  the  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United 
States  by  the  constitution,  nor  prohibited  by,  it 
to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States,  re- 
spectively, or  to  ^e  people."  The  framers  of 
wis  constitution  took  particular  care,  not  only 
to  define  the  powers  they  intended  to  give,  but 
the  objects  to  which  that  power  should  be  an- 

J>lied,  and  therefore,  but  for  those  defined  on- 
ects.  Congress  have  no  powers  at  alL  The 
objects  are  first  pointed  out  clearly  and  plainly, 
and  then  the  powers  necessary  to  their  attain- 
ment. The  people  of  this  country,  after  having 
effected  the  Bevolntion  and  established  their 
independence,  considering  their  great  trans- 
marine distance  from  the  nations  of  the  Old 
World,  and  all  their  jarring  and  rival  interests, 
flattered  themselves  with  the  expeote^tion  of 
long  peace.  Unapprehensive  of  being  attacked 
at  home,  they  had  no  idea  of  mining  war  for 
the  purpose  of  conquest  abroad.  "Peace  and 
friendship  with  all  nations,  entangling  alliances 
with  none,"  was  their  motto,  and  the  same  sen- 
timent has  been  sanctioned  by  a  man,  whom 
the  advocates  of  this  war  have  never  ceased  to 
admire.  An  aversion  to  standing  armies  was 
among  the  causes  that  induced  the  Declaration 
of  Independence ;  without  standing  armies,  it 
was  then  believed,  and  we  now  know  full  well, 
foreign  wars  cannot  be  carried  on.  Foreign 
wars  did  not,  therefore,  come  within  the  scope 


of  that  policy  that  dictated  the  constitution.  I 
am  not  insensible,  that,  by  the  constitntkyii,  a 
power  is  given  to  Congress  to  declare  war,  (not 
to  make  it,^  but  their  power  is  not  to  be  exer- 
cised but  m  the  spirit  of  that  instrument,  and 
for  the  attainment  of  some  or  all  of  the  objects 
for  which  it  was  framed.  And  what  are  those 
objects?  Why,  and  for  what  was  the  oonstita- 
tion  made?  Its  authors  have  told  us.  It  was 
for  '^the  forming  of  a  more  perfect  union, 
establishing  justice,  insuring  domestic  tran- 
quUlity,  providing  for  the   common  d^enoe, 

Promoting  the  general  welfare,  and  securing  the 
lessincs  of  liber^  to  ourselves  and  our  poe- 
terity,"  and  all  these  benefits  for  the  people 
that  then  did,  or  who  thereafter  should,  beloog 
to,  or  reside  in  the  territory  then  embraced  by 
the  United  States,  and  none  other.  The  con- 
stitution was  not  made  for  any  other,  nor  ean 
it  give  jurisdiction  over  any  other.  If  all  or 
any  of  these  objects  are  endangered,  and  it  can 
be  made  to  appear  that  raising  the  additional 
army  proposed  bv  this  bill  be  necessary  to  the 
preservation  and  security  of  them,  and  ean 
afford  a  rational  prospect  of  producing  such  an 
effect,  then  my  objections  to  the  measure,  so 
far  as  they  arise  from  fhe  apprehension  of  the 
want  of  constitutional  authority,  will  be  ob- 
viated. But  here,  permit  me  to  ask,  whether 
adding  twenty  thousand  new  troops  to  oor 
present  regular  army,  will  be  likely  to  have  the 
effect  of  forming  a  more  perfeot  union  among 
the  people  of  these  States,  or  whether  the  Uttle 
progress  already  made  in  the  war  has  not  pro- 
duced fearful  apprehensions  of  a  sad  reverse? 
If  justice  be  not  already  established  in  oor 
country,  can  there  be  any  probability  that  a 
more  formidable  army  will  ^ect  an  object  so 
desirable  ?  No ;  for  it  is  a  well-known  maxim, 
as  true  now  as  in  those  ancient  tiroes  when  it 
was  written,  that "  Inter  arma  leges  eUentV  80 
romantic  an  idea,  as  being  able  to  establish 
justice  through  the  world,  could  not  have  en- 
tered the  heeds  of  those  that  framed  the  con- 
stitution. Much  has  been  said  respecting  the 
laws  of  nations ;  but  they  are  now  nowhere  to 
be  found,  but  in  those  books  that  treat  on  thai 
subject ;  they  were  formed  by  Che  nations  of  the 
civilized  world,  and  evidenced  by  the  treaties^ 
compacts,  and  agreements,  entered  into  by 
them;  but  the  Governments  of  Europe,  in 
their  struggle  for  power  and  dominion,  se^n  to 
have  disregs^ed  or  broken  them  down ;  and 
they  being  the  migority  in  number,  and  superior 
in  strength,  it  is  not  at  present  in  our  power  to 
build  up  and  enforce  them.  The  unavoidable 
state  of  the  world  must  be  submitted  to,  until 
human  nature  shall,  by  its  Great  Author,  be 
corrected.  Nor  can  we,  from  what  we  have 
experienced,  promise  ourselves,  from  foreign 
war,  an  increase  of  tranquillity  at  home.  Bat 
we  are  authorized,  and  are  bound  to  pro\ide  for 
our  common  defence,  and  to  raise  armies,  as 
well  of  regulars  as  militia,  for  that  parpoee, 
whenever  the  unfortunate  dtuation  of  our 
country  may  render  snoh  a  measure  neoessaiy ; 
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and  our  rabing  of  a  regular  army  could  neyer 
have  .been  contemplated  bj  the  framers  of  the 
constitution  for  any  other  purpose,  and  there- 
fore give  no  authority  so  to  do,  and,  as  if  con- 
scious that  this  were  the  case,  the  committee 
that  penned  the  act  passed  by  Uongress  in  June 
last,  dedariug  war,  made  use  of  a  form  alto- 
gether xmusual  in  other  countries  on  umilar 
occasions.  The  act  declares  that  *^  war  exists 
between  the  United  Kingdoms  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  the  United  States  ;^'  going  upon 
the  idea,  that  hostilities  had  then  been  actually 
commenced  against  ns  by  that  Government, 
and  our  country  invaded  by  a  British  armed 
force.  Such  a  doctrine  would  have  been  very 
proper,  and  it  might  have  been  proper  to  raise 
armies  in  pursuance  of  it,  had  it  been  true. 
But  such  was  not  the  fact.  No  hostUe  invasion 
of  the  countiy,  by  the  British  Grovemment, 
"had  then  been  made,  attempted  or  threatened. 
But  some  may  say,  and  do  say,  that,  if  it  were 
not  a  point  then,  it  is  now,  and  that,  therefore, 
if  we  had  no  right  to  raise  regular  armies  then, 
it  being  a  time  of  peace,  we  may  feel  ourselves 
fully  authorized  now,  since  war  has  been  de- 
clared, to  raise  new  ones,  or  make  additions  to 
the  old.  This,  indeed,  would  be  contrary  to  a 
principle  universally  received  and  adopted,  that 
no  one  should  be  permitted  to  ti^e  the  advan- 
tage of  his  own  wrong. 

I  know  it  is  a  doctrine,  that  the  ruling  party 
in  this  country,  both  in  and  out  of  this  House, 
are  every  day  zealously  endeavoring  to  incul- 
cate, that  even  admitting  the  war  to  have  been 
wrong,  at  its  commencement,  it  has  now  be- 
oome  the  constitutional  duty  of  its  original  op* 
ponents  to  afford  every  aid  and  encouragement 
to  its  prosecution.  But  this  is  a  doctrine  that  I 
think  no  one  can  yield  his  assent  to,  till  he  is 
made  to  believe  that  two  lines,  constantly 
diver^ng,  may  finally  meet  in  the  same  point. 
K  our  country  has  been  in  any  degree  invaded, 
and  such  invasion  be  in  consequence  of  our 
having  first  invaded  the  territories  of  the  in- 
vaders, it  is  proper  for  us,  by  withdrawing  the 
cause,  to  put  an  end  to  the  efibct  The  last,  and 
not  the  least  object  of  the  powers  given  by  the 
constitution,  is  ^^to  secure  the  blessings  of 
liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity."  Many 
arguments  cannot  be  necessary  to  show  the  ten- 
dency of  foreign  wars  to  destroy  liberty.  I 
believe  history  does  not  furnish  an  instance  of 
any  people  long  free,  after  engwng  in  the  mad 
projects  of  foreign  conquest  WhueBome  was 
content  with  her  ancient  boundaries,  her  in- 
habitants were  blessed  with  freedom ;  but, 
afterwards,  jealousies,  tumults,  insurrections, 
and  seditions,  and  those  two  great  plagues  ana 
scourges  of  mankind — anarchy  and  tyranny — 
following  in  the  train,  destroyed  every  vestige 
of  liberty  among  that  people.  Is  there  any 
liberty  left  among  the  people  of  France,  or  of 
those  countries  that  France  has  conquered) 
Fortunate  for  them,  if  they  are  less  enlightened 
than  we  are ;  for,  in  such  case,  though  slaves, 
they  may  not  be  quite   so   miserable  ones. 


"  The  very  age  and  body  of  our  constitution, 
its  form  and  pressure,"  indicative  of  the  genius 
and  temper  of  the  people  that  adopted  it,  are  all 
opposed  to  the  prosecution  of  wars  for  con- 
quest. Such  enterprises  must  not  be  under- 
taken, or  the  constitution  must  be  destroyed. 
Grentlemen  seem  already  inclined  to  attribute 
the  disgrace  and  defeats  that  have  hitherto 
marked  our  progress  in  this  war,  rather  to  the 
form  and  constitution  of  our  Government,  than 
to  the  weakness  and  folly  of  its  Administration. 
The  French  Emperor  has  been  extolled,  and  his 
mode  of  conducting  wars  has  been  more  than 
intimated  as  being  worth  our  imitation.  If^  in 
making  foreign  conquests,  we  would  have  his 
success,  we  must  make  use  of  his  meana^  and 
then  we  may  bid  adieu  to  our  former  happy  in* 
stitutions,  our  laws,  and  our  liberty.  On  this 
ground,  therefore,  I  am  opposed  to  the  pro* 
gress  of  this  war.  But  if  I  had  not  a  scruple 
left,  as  to  the  authority  given  to  Congress  by 
the  constitution  to  make  this  war  for  conquest, 
(and  perhaps  I  ought  not  to  have,)  my  sense  of 
its  inexpediency,  while  I  shall  have  any  regard 
for  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  my  country, 
will  forever  forbid  my  giving  it  the  smallest  aid. 

Mr.  H.  Clat  (Speaker)  said  he  was  gratified 
yesterday  by  the  recommitment  of  this  bill  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  from  two  con- 
siderations: one,  since  it  afforded  to  him  a 
slight  relaxation  from  a  most  fatiguing  situa- 
tion ;  and  the  other,  because  it  fdmished  him  with 
an  opportunity  of  presenting  to  the  committee 
Ms  sentiments  upon  the  important  topics  which 
had  been  mingled  in  the  debate.  He  regretted, 
however,  the  necessity  under  which  the  Chair* 
man  had  been  placed  of  putting  the  question,* 
precluded  him  from  an  opportunity  he  had 
wished  to  have  enjoyed  of  rendering  more  ac- 
ceptable to  the  committee  any  thing  he  might 
have  to  offer  on  the  interesting  points  it  was  his 
duty  to  touch.  Unprepared,  however,  as  he 
was  to  speak  on  this  day,  of  which  he  was  more 
sensible  from  the  ill  state  of  his  health,  he  would 
solicit  the  attention  of  the  committee  for  a  few 
moments. 

I  was  a  little  astonished,  I  confess,  said  Mr.  C, 
when  I  found  this  bill  permitted  to  pass  silently 
through  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  that, 
not  untU  Ihe  moment  when  the  question  was 
about  to  be  put  for  its  third  reading,  was  it 
selected  as  that  subject  on  which  gentlemen  in 
the  opposition  chose  to  lay  before  the  House 
their  views  of  the  interesting  attitude  in  which 
the  nation  stands.  It  did  appear  to  me  that 
the  loan  bill,  which  will  soon  come  before  us, 
would  have  afforded  a  much  more  proper  occa- 
sion, it  being  more  essential,  as  providing  the 
ways  and  means  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 
But  the  gentlemen  had  the  right  of  selection, 
and  having  exercised  it,  no  matter  how  improp- 
erly, I  am  gratified,  whatever  I  may  think  of 


«  The  ChAinnan  bad  risen  to  pat  the  qnaotloii,  wUeh 
would  bare  cat  Mr.  C.  off  from  tho  chance  of  speaking,  by 
retanring  the  bill  to  the  Honae. 
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the  character  of  some  part  of  the  debate,  at 
the  ktitude  in  which  for  once  they  have  in- 
dulged. I  claim  only,  in  return,  of  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  and  of  the  com- 
mittee, a  like  indulgence  in  expressing,  witJi 
the  same  .unrestrained  freedom,  my  sentiments. 
Perhaps  in  the  course  of  the  remarks  which  I 
may  feel  myself  called  upon  to  make,  said  he, 

gentlemen  may  apprehend  that  they  assume  too 
arsh  an  aspect ;  I  have  only  now  to  say  that 
I  shall  speak  of  parties,  measures,  and  things, 
as  they  strike  my  moral  sense,  protesting  against 
the  imputation  of  any  intention  on  my  part  to 
wound  the  feelings  of  any  gentleman. 

Considering  the  situation  in  which  this  coun- 
try is  now  placed,  in  a  state  of  actual  war  with 
one  of  the  most  powerful  nations  on  the  earth, 
it  may  not  be  useless  to  take  a  view  of  the 
past,  of  various  parties  which  have  at  different 
times  appeared  in  this  country,  and  to  attend 
to  the  manner  by  which  we  have  been  driven 
from  a  peaceful  posture.  Such  an  Inauiry  may 
assist  in  guiding  us  to  that  result — an  hoporable 
peace — ^which  must  be  the  sincere  desire  of 
every  friend  to  America.  The  course  of  that 
opposition,  by  which  the  administration  of  the 
Government  had  been  unremittingly  impeded 
for  the  last  twelve  years,  was  singular,  and,  I 
believe,  unexampled  in  the  history  of  any  coun- 
try. It  has  been  alilce  the  duty  and  the  interest 
of  the  Administration  to  preserve  peace.  Their 
duty,  because  it  is  necessary  to  the  growth  of  an 
infant  people,  their  genius  and  their  nabits.  Tlieir 
interest,  because  a  change  of  the  condition  of  the 
nation  brings  along  with  it  a  danger  of  the  loss 
of  the  affections  of  the  people.  The  Adminis- 
tration has  not  been  forge&nl  of  these  solemn 
obligations.  No  art  hasoeen  left  unessayed; 
BO  experiment,  promising  a  favorable  result,  left 
imtried  to  maintain  the  peaceful  relations  of  the 
country.  When,  some  six  or  seven  years  ago, 
the  affairs  of  the  nation  assumed  a  threatening 
aspect,  a  partial  non-importation  was  adopted. 
As  they  grew  more  alarming,  an  embargo  was 
imposed.  It  would  have  attained  its  purpose, 
but  it  was  sacrificed  upon  the  altar  of  concilia- 
tion«  Vain  and  fruitless  attempt  to  propitiate  ! 
Then  came  a  law  of  non-intercourse,  and  a  gen- 
eral non-importation  followed  in  the  train.  In 
ihe  mean  time,  any  indications  of  a  return  to  the 
public  law  and  the  path  of  justice,  on  the  p*rt 
of  either  belligerent,  are  seized  with  avidity  by 
the  Administration — ^the  arrangement  with  Mr. 
Erakineis  concluded.  It  is  first  applauded,  and 
then  censured  by  the  opposition.  No  matter 
with  what  sincerity  the  Administration  culti- 
vates peace,  the  opposition  will  insist  that  it 
alone  is  culpable  for  any  breach  between  the 
two  countries.  Because  the  President  thought 
proper,  in  accepting  the  proffered  reparation 
lor  the  attack  on  a  national  vessel,  to  intimate 
that  it  would  have  better  comported  with  the 
justice  of  the  King  Ouid  who  does  not  think 
so?)  to  punish  the  offending  officer,  the  oppo- 
sition, entering  into  the  royal  feelings,  sees  in 
that  imaginary  insult  abundant  caose  for  rqjeot> 


ing  Mr.  Erskine^s  arrangement.  On  another 
occasion,  you  cannot  have  forgotten  the  hyper- 
critical ingenuity  which  they  displayed  to  divest 
Mr.  Jackson's  correspondence  of  a  premeditated 
insult  to  this  country.  If  gentlemen  would 
only  reserve  for  their  own  Government  half  the 
sensibility  which  is  indulged  for  that  of  Great 
Britain,  they  would  find  much  less  to  condemn. 
Restriction  after  restriction  has  been  tried; 
negotiation  has  been  resorted  to,  until  longer 
to  nave  negotiated  would  have  been  disgraoefbL 
Whilst  these  peaceful  experiments  are  under- 
going a  trial,  what  is  the  conduct  of  the  oppo- 
sition? They  are  the  champions  of  war;  the 
proud,  the  spirited,  the  sole  repertory  of  tiw 
nation's  honor;  the  exclusive  men  of  vigor  and 
energy.  The  Administration,  on  the  oontrarj, 
is  weak,  feeble,  and  pusillanimons — "  incapable 
of  being  kicked  mto  a  war."  The  maxim,  '^not 
a  cent  for  tribute,  millions  for  defence,''  is  loud- 
ly proclaimed.  Is  the  Administration  for  nego- 
tiation ?  The  opposition  is  tired,  sick,  disgusted 
with  negotiation.  They  want  to  draw  the 
sword  and  avenge  the  nation's  wrongs.  Wh^ 
at  length,  foreign  nations,  perhaps,  emboldened 
by  the  very  opposition  here  made,  refnsed  to 
listen  to  the  amicable  appeals  made,  and  repeat- 
ed and  reiterated  by  Uie  Administration,  to 
their  justice  and  to  their  interests;  when,  in 
fact,  war  with  one  of  them  became  identified 
with  our  independence  and  our  sovereignty, 
and  it  was  no  longer  possible  to  abstain  from  it, 
behold  the  opposition  become  the  friends  of  peaos 
and  of  commerce.  They  teU  you  of  the  calami- 
ties of  war;  its  tragical  events;  the  squander- 
ing away  of  yonr  resources;  the  waste  of 
the  public  treasure,  and  the  spilling  of  innocent 
blocnl.  They  tell  you  that  honor  is  an  illnsi<m ! 
Now  we  see  them  exhibiting  the  terrific  fonns 
of  the  roaring  kin^  of  the  forest  Now  the 
meekness  and  humility  of  the  lamb  I  They  aie 
for  war,  and  no' restrictions,  when  the  Admin- 
istration is  for  peace ;  they  are  for  peace  and 
restrictions,  when  the  Administration  is  for 
war.  You  nnd  them,  sir.  tacking  with  every  gale, 
displaying  the  colors  of  every  party,  and  c€  iH 
nations,  steady  only  in  one  unalterable  purpose : 
to  steer,  if  possible,  into  the  haven  of  power. 

During  all  th»  time  tiie  parasites  of  oppod- 
tion  do  not  fail  by  cunning  sarcasm  or  dy  imi- 
endo  to  throw  out  the  idea  of  FVench  inflmiee, 
which  is  known  to  be  false;  which  ought  to 
b&  met  in  one  manner  only,  and  that  ia,  by  the 
lie  direct  The  Administration  of  this  coontiy 
devoted  to  foreign  influence  I  The  Admlnistri- 
tion  of  thia  country  subservient  to  France! 
Great  God  t  how  is  it  so  influenced  ?  By  what 
ligament,  on  What  basis,  on  what  possible  fbos- 
dation,  does  it  rest?  Is  it  on  similarity  d 
language?  No!  we  speak  different  tongues; 
we  speak  the  English  language.  On  the  resem- 
blance of  our  laws  I  No  I  the  sources  of  our 
jurisprudence  ^ring  ftom  another  and  a  differ- 
ent country.  On  commercial  interoonraef  No! 
we  have  comparatively  none  with  Fhmea  Is 
it  from  the  correspondence  in  the  genius  of  tlM 
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two  governments?  Nol  here  alone  is  the 
liberty  of  man  secnre  from  the  inexorable  des- 
potism which  everywhere  eke  tramples  it  under 
foot.  Where,  then,  is  the  gronnd  of  sach  an 
influence?  But,  sir,  I  am  insulting  you  by 
arguing  on  such  a  subieot.  Yet,  preposterous 
and  ridiculous  as  the  insinuation  is,  it  is  propagat- 
ed with  so  much  industry,  that  there  are  persons 
found  foolish  and  credulous  enough  to  believe  it. 
You  will,  no  doubt,  think  it  incredible  (but  I 
have  nevertheless  been  told  the  fact)  that  an 
honorable  member  of  this  House,  now  in  my 
eye,  recently  lost  his  election  by  the  circulation 
of  a  story  hi  his  district,  that  he  was  the  first 
oonnn  of  the  Emperor  Napoleon.  The  proof 
of  the  charge  was  rested  on  a  statement  of  facts 
which  was  undoubtedly  true.  The  genUeman 
in  question  it  was  alleged  had  married  a  con- 
nection of  the  lady  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  who  was  the  intimate  friend  of 
Thomas  Jefferson,  late  President  of  the  United 
States,  who  some  years  ago  was  in  the  habit  of 
wearing  red  French  breeches.  Now,  taking 
these  premises  as  established,  you,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, are  too  good  a  logician  not  to  see  that  ^e 
conclusion  necessarily  followed  I 

Throughout  the  period  he  had  been  speaking 
of;  the  opposition  had  been  distinguished, 
amidst  all  its  veerings  and  changes,  by  another 
inflexible  feature — the  applicatipn  of  every  vile 
epithet,  which  our  rich  language  i^ords,  to 
Bonaparte.  He  has  been  compared  to  every 
hideous  monster  and  beast,  from  that  of  the 
JteioeUUioni  to  the  most  insignificant  quadruped. 
He  has  been  called  the  scourge  of  mankind, 
the  destroyer  of  Europe,  the  great  robber,  the 
infidel,  and — Heaven  knows  by  what  other 
names.  Really,  gentlemen  remind  me  of  an 
obscure  lady  in  a  city,  not  very  far  oflEJ  who 
also  took  it  into  her  head,  in  conversation  with 
an  accomplished  French  gentleman,  to  UXk  of  the 
affairs  of  Europe.  She,  too,  spoke  of  the  de- 
struction of  the  balance  of  power,  stormed  and 
raged  about  the  insatiable  ambition  of  the  Em- 

Seror;  called  him  the  curse  of  mankind — ^the 
estroyer  of  Europe.  The  Frenchman  listened 
to  her  with  perfect  patience,  and  when  she  had 
ceased,  said  to  her,  with  ineffable  politeness: 
**  Madam,  it  would  give  my  master,  the  Empe- 
ror, infinite  pain,  if  he  knew  how  hardly  you 
thought  of  him.^' 

Sir,  gentlemen  appear  to  me  to  forget  that 
they  stand  on  American  soil ;  ^at  they  are  not 
in  the  British  House  of  Commons,  but  hi  the 
Chamber  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States;  that  we  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  afbirs  of  Europe— the  partition  ci  territory 
and  sovereigntv  there-^except  in  so  far  as  these 
things  affect  the  interests  of  our  own  country. 
Gentlemen  transform  themselves  into  ^e 
Bnrkes,  Chathams,  and  Pitts,  of  another  conn- 
try,  and  forgetting,  from  honest  zeal,  the  inter- 
ests of  America,  engage, with  European  sensibOi- 
ty,  in  the  discussion  of  European  interests.  If 
gentlemen  ask  me,  if  I  do  not  view  with  regret 
and  sorrow  the   concentration  of  such  vast 


power  in  the  hands  of  Bonaparte,  I  rejdy 
that  I  do.  I  regret  to  see  tlie  Emperor  of 
China  holding  such  immense  sway  over  the 
fortunes  of  millions  of  our  species.  I  regret  to 
see  Great  Britain  possessing  so  uncontrolled  a 
command  over  all  the  waters  of  our  globe. 
And  if  I  had  the  ability  to  distribute  among 
the  nations  of  Europe  their  several  portions  of 

S)wer  and  of  sovereignty,  I  would  say  that 
olland  should  be  resuscitated,  and  nven  the 
weight  she  enjoyed  in  the  days  of  her  De  Witts. 
I  would  confine  France  within  her  natural  boun- 
daries—the Alps,  the  Pyrennees,  and  the  Rhine 
— and  make  her  a  secondary  naval  power  only. 
I  would  abridge  the  British  maritime  power^ 
raise  Prussia  and  Austria  to  first-rate  powers^  , 
and  preserve  the  integrity  of  the  Empire  of 
Russia.  But  these  are  speculations.  I  look  at 
the  political  transactions  of  Europe,  with  the 
single  exception  of  their  possible  beiuing  upon 
nsL  as  I  do  at  the  history  of  other  countries  or 
other  times.  I  do  not  survey  them  with  half 
the  interest  that  I  do  the  movements  in  South 
America.  Our  political  relation  is  much  less 
important  than  it  is  supposed  to  be.  I  have 
no  fears  of  French  or  English  subjugation.  If 
we  are  united,  we  are  too  powerful  for  the 
mightiest  nation  in  Europe,  or  all  Europe  com* 
bined.  K  we  are  separated,  and  torn  asunder^ 
we  shall  become  an  easy  prey  to  the  weakest  of 
them.  In  the  latter  dreadful  contingency,  onr 
country  will  not  be  worth  preserving. 

In  one  respect  there  is  a  remarkable  differ- 
ence between  Administration  and  the  Opposi- 
tion— ^it  is  in  a  sacred  regard  for  personal  liberty. 
When  out  of  power,  my  political  friends  con- 
denmed  the  surrender  of  Jonathan  Bobbins; 
they  opposed  the  violation  of  the  freedom  of 
the  press,  in  the  sedition  law ;  they  opposed 
the  more  insidious  attack  npon  the  free- 
dom of  the  person,  under  the  imposing  garb  of 
an  alien  law.  The  partv  now  in  opposition, 
then  in  power,  advocated  the  sacrifice  of  the 
unhappy  Robbins,  and  passed  those  two  laws. 
True  to  our  principles,  we  are  now  struggling 
for  the  liberty  of  our  seamen  against  foreign 
oppression.  True  to  theirs,  they  oppose  the 
war  for  this  object.  They  have  indeed  lately 
affected  tender  solicitude  for  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  and  talk  of  the  danger  of  standing  armiea, 
and  the  burden  of  taxes.  But  it  is  evident  to 
yon,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  they  speak  in  a  foreign 
idiom.  Their  brogue  betrays  that  it  is  not 
their  vernacular  tongue.  What !  the  opposition, 
who  in  1798  and  1799,  conld  raise  an  useless 
army  to  fight  an  enemy  three  thousand  miles 
distant  from  us,  alarmed  at  tiie  existence  of  one 
raised  for  a  known  specified  object — ^the  attack 
of  the  acQoining  provinces  of  the  enemy?  The 
gentieman  from  Massachusetts,  who  asMsted  by 
his  vote  to  raise  the  army  of  twenty-five  thou* 
sand,  alarmed  at  the  danger  of  our  liberties 
from  this  very  army  I 

I  mean  to  speak  of  another  subject,  which  I 
never  think  of  but  with  the  most  awful  consid- 
erations.   The  genUeman  from  MassaohusettSi 
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in  imitation  of  his  predecessors  of  1799,  has  en- 
tertained ns  with  Cabinet  plots,  Presidential 
plotS)  which  are  coigared  np  in  the  gentleman's 
own  perturbed  imagination.  I  wish,  sir,  that 
another  plot  of  a  much  more  serious  kind — a 
plot  that  aims  at  the  dismemberment  of  onr 
Union — ^had  only  the  same  imaginary  ezistoice. 
Bat  no  man,  who  had  paid  any  attention  to 
the  tone  of  certain  prints,  and  to  transactions 
in  a  particular  quarter  of  the  Union  for  several 
years  past,  can  doubt  the  existence  of  such  a 
plot.  It  was  far,  very  far  from  my  intention  to 
charge  the  opposition  with  such  a  design.  No, 
he  believed  them  generally  incapable  of  it  He 
could  not  say  as  much  for  some  who  were  un- 
worthily associated  with  them  in  that  quarter  of 
the  Union  to  which  he  referred.  The  gentle- 
man cannot  have  fon^tten  his  own  sentiment, 
uttered  even  on  the  floor  of  this  House,  ^^  peace- 
ably if  we  can,  forcibly  if  we  must;"  in  and 
about  the  same  time  Henry's  mission  to  Boston 
was  undertaken.  The  flagitiousness  of  that 
embassy  had  been  attempted  to  be  concealed  by 
directing  the  public  attention  to  the  price  whid^ 
the  gentleman  says  was  given  for  the  disclosare. 
As  if  any  price  could  change  the  atrociousness 
of  the  attempt  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  or 
oould  extenuate  in  the  slightest  degree  the 
offence  of  those  citizens  who  entertained  and 
deliberated  upon  the  infamous  proposition! 
There  was  a  most  remarkable  coincidence  be- 
tween some  of  the  things  which  Uiat  man  states, 
and  certain  events  in  the  quarter  alluded  to. 
In  the  contingency  of  war  with  Great  Britain, 
it  will  be  recollected  that  the  neutrality  and 
eventual  separation  of  that  section  of  the  Union 
was  to  be  brought  about.  How,  sir,  has  it  hap- 
pened, since  the  declaration  of  war,  that  Briti^ 
officers  in  Canada  have  asserted  to  American 
officers  that  this  very  neutrality  would  take 
place  ?  That  they  have  so  asserted  can  be  es- 
tablished beyond  controversy.  The  project  is 
not  brought  forward  openly,  with  a  direct 
avowal  of  the  intention.  Ko,  the  stock  of  good 
sense  and  patriotism  in  that  portion  a£  the  coun- 
try is  too  great  to  be  undisguiBedly  encountered. 
It  is  assailed  from  the  masked  batteries  of  friend- 
ship to  peace  and  commerce  on  the  one  side, 
and  by  the  groundless  imputation  of  opposite 
propensities  on  the  other.  The  affections  of 
the  people  are  to  be  gradually  undermined. 
The  project  is  suggested  or  withdrawn;  the 
diabolical  parties,  in  this  criminal  tragedy, 
make  their  appearance  or  exit,  as  the  audience 
to  whom  they  address  themselves  are  silent, 
applaud  or  hiss.  I  was  astonished,  sir,  to  have 
lately  read  a  letter,  or  pretended  letter,  publish- 
ed in  a  prominent  print  in  that  Quarter,  written' 
not  in  the  fervor  of  party  zeal,  out  cooUy  and 
deliberately,  in  which  the  writer  affects  to 
reason  about  a  separation,  and  attempts  to  de- 
monstrate its  advantages  to  different  sections  of 
the  Union,  deploring  the  existence  now  of  what 
he  terms  prejudices  against  it,  but  hoping  for 
the  arrival  of  the  period  when  they  shall  be 
eradicated. 


The  war  was  declared  because  Great  Britain 
arrogated  to  herself  the  pretension  of  regukting 
foreign  trade,  under  Uie  delusive  name  of  re- 
taliatory Orders  in  Council — a  pretension  by 
which  she  undertook  to  proclaim  to  American 
eliterprise,  "Thus  fiir  shalt  thou  go,  and  no 
farther."  Orders  which  she  refused  to  revoke 
after  the  alleged  cause  of  their  enactment  hid 
ceased;  because  she  persisted  in  the  act  of  inn 
presnng  American  seamen;  becaose  she  hid 
instigated  the  Indians  to  commit  hostilities 
against  us ;  and  because  she  refused  indemnity 
for  her  past  ii^uries  upon  our  commerce.  I 
throw  out  of  the  question  other  wrongs.  The 
war  in  teict  was  announced,  on  our  part,  to 
meet  the  war  which  she  was  waging  on  her 
part  So  undeniable  were  the  causes  ci  the 
war ;  90  powerfully  did  they  address  themselTei 
to  the  feelinos  of  the  whole  American  people, 
that  when  me  bill  was  pending  before  this 
House,  gentlemen  in  the  opposition,  althoogh 
provok^  to  debate,  would  not,  or  oould  net, 
utter  one  syllable  against  it.  It  is  true  they 
wrapped  themselves  up  in  sullen  silence,  pre- 
tenmng  that  they  did  not  ohooee  to  debate  such 
a  question  in  secret  session.  Whilst  speaking 
of  the  proceedings  on  that  occasion,  I  beg  to  be 
permitted  to  advert  to  another  fact  that  trans- 
pired— an  important  fact  material  for  the  na- 
tion to  know,  and  which  I  have  often  regretted 
had  not  been  spread  upon  our  journals.  My 
honorable  colleague  (Mr.  JIoKsb)  moved,  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  comprehend  Fniiee 
in  the  war;  and  when  the  question  was  taken 
upon  the  proposition,  there  appeared  but  tai 
votes  in  support  of  it,  of  whom  seven  belonged 
to  this  side  of  the  House,  and  three  only  to  the 
other. 

It  is  said  that  we  were  inveigled  into  the  war 
by  the  perfidy  of  France ;  and  that  had  she  for- 
nished  the  document  in  time,  which  was  first 
published  in  England,  in  May  last^  it  wonld 
have  been  prevented.  I  will  concede  to  gentle- 
men every  thing  they  ask  about  the  iigostice  of 
France  towards  this  country.  I  wish  to  God 
that  our  ability  was  equal  to  our  disposition  to 
make  her  feel  the  sense  of  that  injustice.  The 
maz^le^  of  the  publication  of  the  paper  in  ques- 
tion, was  undoubtedly  extremely  exo^ticmible. 
But  I  maintain  that,  had  it  made  its  appearance 
earlier,  it  would  not  have  had  the  «^ect  snp- 
posed ;  and  the  proof  lies  in  the  unequivod 
declarations  of  the  British  Government  I  will 
trouble  you,  sir,  with  going  no  further  back 
than  to  the  letters  of  the  British  Minister,  ad- 
dressed to  the  Secretary  of  State,  just  before 
the  expiration  of  his  diplomatic  fonotioiis.  It 
wUl  be  recollected  by  the  conunittee  that  he 
exhibited  to  this  Government  a  deqwtch  from 
Lord  CasUereagh,  in  which  the  principle  was 
diadnctly  avowed,  that  to  produce  the  effect  of 
the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Coundl,  the  Frendi 
decrees  must  be  absolutely  and  entireljr  revoked 
as  to  all  the  world,  and  not  as  to  America  alone. 
A  copy  of  that  despatch  was  demanded  of  him, 
and  he  very  awkwardly  evaded  it    Bnt^  on  tlM 
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10th  of  Jane,  after  the  hill  declaring  war  had 
aotDallj  passed  this  House,  and  was  pending 
hefore  the  Senate,  (and  which,  I  have  no  donht, 
was  Imown  to  him,)  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe, 
beaajs:  "I  have  no  hesitation,  sir,  in  stating 
that  Great  Britain,  as  the  case  has  hitherto 
stood,  never  did,  nor  ever  oonld  engage,  with- 
ont  th»  greatest  injustice  to  herself  and  her 
allies,  as  well  as  to  other  neutral  nations,  to  re- 
peal her  orders  as  affecting  America  alone,  leav- 
ing them  in  force  against  other  States,  upon 
condition  that  fVanoe  would  except  singly  and 
specially  America  from  the  operation  of  her  de- 
crees." On  the  14th  of  the  same  month,  the 
bUl  still  pending  before  the  Senate,  he  repeats: 
**I  will  now  say.  that  I  feel  entirely  authorized 
to  assure  you,  tnat  if  you  can  at  any  time  pro- 
duce a  full  and  unconditional  repeal  of  the 
French  decrees,  as  you  have  a  right  to  demand 
it  in  your  character  of  a  neutral  nation,  and 
that  it  be  disengaged  from  any  question  con- 
cerning our  maritime  rights,  we  shall  be  ready 
to  meet  you  with  a  revocation  of  the  Orders  in 
Council.  Previously  to  your  producing  such 
an  instrument,  which  I  am  sorry  to  see  you  re- 
gard as  unnecessary,  you  cannot  expect  of  us  to 
give  up  our  Orders  m  Council.''  Thus,  sir,  you 
see  that  the  British  Government  would  not  be 
content  with  a  repeal  of  the  French  decrees  as 
to  us  only.  But  the  French  paper  in  question 
was  such  a  repeal.  It  oonld  not,  therefore,  sat- 
isfy the  British  Government  It  could  not, 
therefore,  have  induced  that  Government,  had 
it  been  earlier  promulgated,  to  repeal  the  Or- 
ders in  Council.  It  could  not,  therefore^  have 
averted  the  war.  The  withholding  of  it  did  not 
occasion  the  war,  and  the  nromulgation  of  it 
would  not  have  prevented  the  war.  But  gen- 
tlemen have  contended  that,  in  point  of  fact,  it 
did  produce  a  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council. 
This  I  deny.  After  it  made  its  appearance  in 
England,  it  was  declared  by  one  of  tlie  British 
Ministrv,  in  Parliament,  not  to  be  satisfactory. 
And  all  the  world  knows,  that  the  repeal  of 
the  Orders  in  Council  resulted  from  the  inquiry, 
reluctantly  acceded  to  by  the  Ministry,  into  the 
effect  upon  their  manufacturing  establishments, 
of  oar  non-importation  law,  or  to  the  warlike 
attitude  assumed  by  this  Government!  or  to 
both.  But  it  is  said  that  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
<al  are  done  away,  no  matter  fW)m  what  cause ; 
and  that  having  been  the  sole  motive  for  d&- 
dfuring  the  war,  the  relations  of  peace  ought  to 
be  restored,  lliis  brings  me  into  an  examina- 
tion of  the  grounds  for  continuing  the  war. 

I  am  far  from  acknowledging  that  had  the 
Orders  in  Council  been  repealed,  as  they  have 
been,  before  the  war  was  dedared,  the  declara- 
tion would  have  been  prevented.  In  a  body 
so  nomerous  as  this,  from  which  the  declaration 
emanated,  it  is  impossible  to  say  with  any  de- 
gree of  certainty  what  would  have  been  the 
effect  of  such  a  repeal.  Each  member  must  an- 
swer for  himself.  I  have  no  hesitation  then, 
in  saying,  that  I  have  always  considered  the 
impressment  of  American  seamen  as  much  the 
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most  serious  aggression.  But^  sir,  how  have 
those  orders  at  last  been  repealed  ?  Great  Brit- 
ain, it  is  true,  has  intimated  a  willingness  to 
suspend  their  practical  operation,  but  she  still 
arrogates  to  herself  the  right  to  revive  them 
upon  certain  contingencies,  of  which  she  con- 
stitutes herself  the  sole  Judge.  She  waives  the 
temporary  use  of  the  rod.  but  she  suspends  it 
in  terrorem  over  our  heaas.  Supposing  it  was 
conceded  to  gentlemen  that  snch  a  rep^  of  the 
Orders  in  Council,  as  took  place  on  the  28d  of 
June  last,  exceptionable  as  it  is,  i>eing  known 
before  the  war,  would  have  prevented  the  war, 
does  it  follow  tliat  it  ought  to  induce  us  to  lay 
down  our  arms  without  the  redress  of  any  other 
iznuryf  Does  .it  follow,  in  all  cases,  that  that 
which  would  have  prevented  the  war  in  the 
first  instance  should  terminate  the  war?  By 
no  means.  It  requires  a  great  straggle  for  a 
nation  prone  to  peace  as  this  is,  to  burst  through 
its  habits  and  encounter  the  difficulties  of  war. 
Such  a  nation  ooffht  bat  seldom  to  go  to  war. 
When  it  does,  it  shoald  be  for  clear  and  essen- 
tial rights  alone,  and  it  should  firmly  resolve  to 
extort,  at  all  hazards,  their  recognition.  The 
war  of  the  Revolution  is  an  example  of  a  war 
began  for  one  object  and  prosecuted  for  another. 
It  was  waged  in  its  commencement  against  the 
right  asserted  by  the  parent  country  to  tax  the 
colonies.  Then  no  one  thought  of  absolute  in- 
dependence. The  idea  ci  independence  was 
repelled.  But  the  British  Government  would 
have  relinquished  the  principle  of  taxation. 
The  founders  of  our  liberties  saw,  however,  that 
there  was  no  securityg^  short  of  independence, 
and  they  achieved  our  independence.  When 
nations  are  engaged  in  war,  those  rights  in  con* 
troversy,  which  are  acknowledged  by  the  Treaty 
of  Peace,  are  abandoned.  And  who  is  prepared 
to  say  that  American  seamen  shall  be  surrender- 
ed the  victims  to  the  British  principle  of  impress- 
ment? And,  sir,  what  is  this  principle?  She 
contends  that  she  has  a  right  to  the  service  of 
her  own  subjects :  that^  in  the  exerdse  of  this 
right,  she  may  lawfully  impress  them,  even 
idthough  she  finds  them  in  our  vessels,  upon  the 
high  seas,  without  her  jurisdiction.  Now,  I 
deny  that  she  has  any  right,  without  her  juris- 
diction, to  come  on  board  our  vessels  on  the 
high  seas,  for  any  other  purpose  but  in  pursuit 
of  enemies,  or  their  goods,  or  goods  contraband 
of  war.  But  she  further  contends  that  her  sub- 
jects cannot  renounce  their  alleg^ce  to  her 
and  contract  a  new  obligation  to  other  Sover- 
eigns. I  do  not  mean  to  go  into  the  general 
question  of  the  right  of  expatriation.  If^  as  is- 
contended,  all  nations  deny  it,  all  nations  at  the 
same  time  admit  and  practice  the  right  of  nato- 
ralization.  Great  Britain,  in  the  veiy  case  of  for- 
eign seamen,  imposes  perhaps  fewer  restraints 
upon  naturalization  than  any  other  nation.  Then,, 
if  subjects  cannot  break  their  original  allegiance^ 
they  may,  according  to  nnivereal  usage,  con- 
tract a  new  ^egiance.  What  is  the  effect  of  this 
doable  obligation  ?  Undoubtedly,  that  the  Sov- 
ereign haying  possession  of  the  subject  would 
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have  a  right  to  the  services  of  the  subject  If 
he  return  within  the  jurisdiction  of  his  primi- 
tive  Sovereign,  he  may  resume  his  right  to  his 
services,  of  which  the  subject  by  his  own  act 
oould  not  divest  himself.  But  his  primitive 
Sovereign  can  have  no  right  to  go  in  quest  of 
Mm,  out  of  his  own  jurisdiction  into  the  juris- 
diction of  another  Sovereign,  or  upon  the  high 
aeas,  where  there  exists  either  no  jurisdiction^ 
or  it  belongs  to  the  nation  oWning  the  ship 
navigating  Uiem.  But,  sir,  this  discussion  is 
altogether  useless.  It  is  not  to  the  British  prin- 
ciple, objectionable  as  it  is,  that  we  are  alone  to 
look;  it  is  to  her  practice — ^no  matter  what 
guise  she  puts  on.  It  is  in  vain  to  assert  the 
inviolability  of  the  obligation  of  allegiimce.  It 
.  is  in  vain  to  set  up  the  plea  of  necessity,  and  to 
allege  that  she  cannot  exist  without  the  im- 
pressment of  her  seamen.  The  truth  is,  she 
oomes,  by  her  press  gangs,  on  board  of  our  veft- 
eels,  seizes  our  native  seamen,  as  well  as  natur- 
alized, and  drags  them  into  her  service.  It  is 
tihe  case,  then,  of  the  assertion  of  an  erroneous 
principle,  and  a  practice  not  conformable  to  the 
principle — a  principle  which,  if  it  were  theoreti- 
cally right,  must  be  forever  practically  wrong/ 
We  are  told  by  gentlemen  in  the  opposition  that 
Government  has  not  done  all  that  was  incum- 
bent on  it  to  do  to  avoid  just  cause  of  complaint 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain ;  that^  in  particular, 
the  certificates  x>i  protection,  authorized  by  the 
act  of  1796,  are  fraudulently  used.  Sir,  Govern- 
ment has  done  too  much  in  granting  tho^e  pa- 
per protections.  I  can  never  think  of  them 
without  being  shocked.  They  resemble  the 
passes  which  the  master  grants  to  his  negro 
slave:  "Let  the  bearer,  Mungo,  pass  and  re- 
pass without  molestation."  What  do  they  im- 
ply ?  That  Great  Britain  ha?  a  right  to  take  all 
who  are  not  provided  with  iJiem.  From  their 
very  nature  they  must  be  liable  to  abuse  on  both 
mdes.  If  Great  Britain  desires  a  mark  by  which 
she  can  know  her  own  subjects,  let  her  give 
them  an  ear  mark.  The  colors  that  float  m>m 
the  mast  head  should  be  the  credentials  of  our 
seamen.  There  id  no  safety  to  us,  and  the  gen- 
tlemen have  shown  it,  but  in  the  rule  that  all 
who  sail  under  the  flag  (not  being  enemies)  are 
protected  by  the  flag.  It  is  impossible  that  this 
country  should  ever  abandon  the  gallant  tars 
who  have  won  for  us  such  splendid  trophies. 
Let  me  suppose  that  the  Grenius  of  Columbia 
should  visit  one  of  them  in  his  oppressor's  pris- 
<Mi  and  attempt  to  reconcile  him  to  his  wretched 
condition.  She  would  say  to  him,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side, 
"  Great  Britain  intends  you  no  harm ;  she  did 
not  mean  to  impress  you,  but  one  of  her  own 
Bu^^ts;  having  taken  you  by  mistake,  I  will 
remonstrate,  and  try  to  prevail  upon  her  by 
peaceable  mean^  to  release  you,  but  I  cannot, 
my  son,  fight  for  you."  If  he  did  not  consider 
this  mockery,  he  would  address  her  judgment, 
jmd  say,  "  i  on  owe  me,  my  country,  protec- 
tion ;  I  owe  you  in  return  obedience.  I  am  no 
British  subject,  I  am  a  native  of  old  Massachu* 


setts,  where  live  my  aged  father,  my  wife  and 
my  children.  I  have  faithfully  <lijBchaiged  my 
duty.  Will  you  refuse  to  do  yoora?'^  Appeat 
ing  to  her  passions,  he  would  continue,  ^' I  lost 
this  eye  in  fighting  under  Truxton  with  the  In- 
surgent; I  (^ot  this  scar  before  Tripoli;  I  broke 
this  leg  on  board  the  Constitution  when  the 
Guerriere  struck."  If  ^e  remained  still  to- 
moved,  he  would  break  out,  in  the  acoenti  of 
mingled  distress  and  despair, 

"  Hold,  hard,  i6  my  fate  I  onee  I  ft«edom  e^ojed. 

Was  as  happy  as  happy  ooold  be  I 
Oh!  bow  hard  is  my  fate,  how  galling  then  diaiair 

I  will  not  imagine  tlie  dreadfVil  catastrophe 
to  whi<)h  he  would  be  driven  by  an  abandon- 
ment of  him  to  his  oppressor.  It  will  not  be,  it 
cannot  be,  that  his  country  will  refuse  him  pro> 
tectiont 

It  is  said  that  Great  Britain  has  been  alwaji 
willing  to  make  a  satisfactory  arrangement  of 
the  subject  of  impressment ;  and  that  Mr.  King 
had  nearly  concluded  one  prior  to  his  departure 
from  that  country.  Let  us  hear  what  that  Min- 
ister says  upon  his  return  to  America.  In  his 
letter  dated  at  New  York,  in  July,  1808,  after 
giving  an  account  of  his  attempt  to  form  an  ar- 
rangement for  the  protection  of  our  seamen, 
and  his  interviews  to  this  end  with  Lords 
Hawkesbury  and  St  Vincent ;  and  stating  that, 
when  he  had  supposed  the  terms  of  a  conven- 
tion were  agreed  upon,  a  new  pretension  was  set 
up  (the  ma/re  clautum^  he  concludes :  **  I  regret 
not  to  have  been  able  to  put  this  business  on  a 
satisfactory  footing,  knowing  as  I  do  its  very 
great  importance  to  both  parties ;  but  I  flatter 
myself  that  I  have  not  misjudged  tiie  interests 
of  our  own  countiy,  in  refusing  to  sanction  a 
principle  that  might  be  productive  of  more  ex- 
tensive evils  than  those  it  was  our  aim  to  [Mo- 
vent." The  sequel  of  his  negotiation,  on  this 
affair,  is  more  fully  given  in  the  recent  cottTe^ 
sation  between  Mr.  Russell  and  Ix>rd  Castle- 
reagh,  communicated  to  Congress  during  its 
present  session.  Lord  Castlereagh  says  to  Mr. 
KuBsell: 

*<  Indeed  there  has  evidently  been  modi  mlap- 
prehenaion  on  tliis  subject,  and  an  enreoeons  bdlef 
entertained  tiiat  an  amulgement  in  regard  to  it  hu 
been  nearer  an  acoompUshment  than  the  fiicts  lill 
warrant.  Even  our  mends  in  Congress — I  mesa 
those  who  were  opposed  to  going  to  war  with  oa— 
have  been  so  oonndent  in  tms  mistake,  that  thej 
have  ascribed  the  failure  of  soch  an  azrangenMnt 
solely  to  the  misoondnct  of  the  American  Goren- 
ment.  This  error  probably  originated  with  Mr.  Sjb^  ; 
for,  being  mnch  esteemed  here,  and  always  weU  n- 
ceived  by  the  persons  in  power,  be  seems  tobaw 
misconstrued  their  readiness  to  listen  to  his  repntcii- 
tations,  and  their  warm  professiens  of  a  di^ositkB 
to  remove  the  complaints  of  America  in  relatios  l» 
impieisment,  into  a  supposed  conviction  on  their  part 
of  tile  propriety  of  adopting  the  plan  wfaidi  be  had 
proposed.  But  Lord  St  Vmeent,  whom  he  m^ 
have  tiiought  he  had  brought  over  to  his  ophdoa^ 
appears  never  for  a  moment  to  have  ceased  to  regard 
all  arrangement  on  the  snlject  to  be  attended  widi 
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fonnidable,  if  not  ixMormoiintable  obstaclea  This  is 
obvious  from  a  letter  which  his  Lordship  addressed 
to  Sir  WiUiam  Soott  at  the  time.** 

Here  Lord  Oastlereagh  read  a  letter,  contain* 
ed  in  the  records  before  him,  in  which  Lord  St. 
Vincent  states  to  Sir  William  Scott  the  zeal  with 
which  Mr.  King  had  assailed  him  on  the  sub- 
ject of  impressment,  confesses  his  own  perplex- 
ity, and  total  incompetency  to  discoTcr  any 
practical  project  for  the  safe  discontinnance  of 
that  practice,  and  asks  for  counsel  and  advice. 
"  Thus  yon  see,'*  proceeded  Lord  Oastlereagh, 
^  that  the  confidence  of  Mr.  King  on  this  subject 
was  entirely  unfounded." 
'  Thus,  continued  Mr.  Clat,  it  is  apparent, 
that,  at  no  time,  has  the  enemy  been  willing  to 
place  this  subject  on  a  satisfactory  footing.  I 
will  sneak  hereafter  of  the  overtures  made  by 
the  Aoministration  since  the  war. 

The  disasters  of  the  war  admonish  us,  we  are 
told,  of  the  necessity  of  terminating  the  contest. 
If  our  achievements  upon  the  land  have  been 
less  splendid  than  those  of  our  intrepid  seamen, 
it  is  not  because  the  American  soldier  is  less 
brave.  On  the  one  element,  organization,  dis- 
cipline, and  a  thorough  knowledge  of  their  du- 
ties, exist  on  the  part  of  the  officers  and  their 
men.  On  the  other,  almost  every  thing  is  yet  to 
be  acquired.  We  have,  however,  the  consola- 
tion that  our  country  abounds  witli  the  richest 
materials,  and  that,  in  no  instance,  when  en- 
gaged in  action,  have  our  arms  been  tarnished. 
At  Brownstown,  and  at  Queenstown,  the  valor 
of  veterans  was  displayed,  and  acts  of  the  noblest 
heroism  were  performed.  It  is  true,  that  l^e 
disgrace  of  Detroit  remains  to  be  wiped  off. 
That  is  a  subject  on  Ivhich  I  cannot  trust  my 
feelings,  it  is  not  fitting  I  should  speak.  But 
this  much  I  will  say,  it  was  an  event  which  no 
human  foreslsht  could  have  anticipated,  and  for 
which  the  Adoninistration  cannot  be  justly  cen- 
sured. It  was  the  parent  of  all  the  misfortunes 
we  have  experienced  on  land.  But  for  it  the 
Indian  war  would  have  been  in  a  great  measure 
prevented  or  terminated,'  the  ascendency  on 
Lake  Erie  acquired,  and  the  war  pushed  per- 
haps to  Montreal.  With  the  exception  of  that 
event  the  war,  even  upon  the  land,  had  been 
attended  by  a  series  of  the  most  brilliant  ex- 
ploits, which,  whatever  interest  they  may  in- 
spire on  this  side  of  the  mountains,  have  given 
the  greatest  pleasure  on  the  other.  The  expedi- 
tion under  the  command  of  Governor  Edwards 
and  Colonel  Russell,  to  Lake  Peoria,  on  the  lUi- 
nois,  was  completeiv  successful.  So  was  that 
of  Captain  Craig,  wno,  it  is  said,  ascended  that 
river  still  higher.  General  Hopkins  destroyed 
the  Prophet^s  town.  We  have  just  received  in- 
telligence of  the  gallant  enterprise  of  Colonel 
Campbell.  In  short,  sir,  the  Indian  towns  have 
been  swept  from  the  month  to  the  source  of  the 
Wabash,  and  a  hostile  country  has  been  pene- 
trated far  beyond  the  most  daring  incursions  of 
any  campaign  during  the  former  Indian  war. 
Never  was  more  cool,  deliberate  bravery  dis- 
played than  that  by  Newnan^s  party  from  Geor- 


Sia.  And  the  capture  of  the  Detroit,  and  the 
estraction  of  the  Caledonia,  (whether  placed  to 
our  maritime  or  land  account,)  for  judgment^ 
skill,  and  courage,  on  the  part  of  Lieutenant 
Elliott,  has  never  been  surpassed. 

What  cause,  Mr.  Chsdrman,  which  existed  for 
declaring  the  war  has  been  removed?  We 
sought  indemnity  for  the  past  and  security  for 
the  future.  The  Orders  in  Council  are  suspend- 
ed, not  revoked  $  no  compensation  for  spolia- 
tions; Indian  hostilities,  which  were  before 
secretly  instigated,  now  openly  encouraged; 
and  the  practice  of  impressment  unremittingly 
persevered  in  and  insisted  upon.  Yet  Adminis- 
tration has  given  the  strongest  demonstrations 
of  its  love  of  peace.  On  the  29th  June,  less  than 
ten  days  after  the  declaration  of  war,  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  writes  to  Mr.  Russell,  author- 
izing him  to  agree  to  an  armistice,  upon  two  con- 
ditions only;  and  what  are  theyf  lliat  the 
Orders  in  Council  should  be  repealed,  and  the 
practice  of  impressing  American  seamen  oease, 
those  already  impressed  being  released.  The 
proposition  was  for  nothing  more  than  a  real 
trace;  that  the  war  should  in  fact  cease  on 
both  sides.  Again,  on  the  27th  July,  one  month 
later,  anticipating  a  possible  objection  to  these 
terms,  reasonable  as  they  are,  Mr.  Monroe  em- 
powers Mr.  Russell  to  stipulate  in  general  terras 
for  an  armistice,  having  only  an  informal  un- 
derstanding on  these  points.  In  return,  the 
enemy  is  offered  a  prohibition  of  the  employ- 
ment of  his  seamen  in  our  service,  thus  remov- 
ing entirely  all  pretext  for  the  practice  of  im- 
pressment The  very  proposition  which  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  PrrkiN)  con- 
tends ought  to  be  made,  has  been  made,  flow 
are  these  pacific  advances  met  by  the  other 
party f  Rejected  as  absolutely  inadmissible; 
cavils  are  indulged  about  the  inadequacy  of  Mr. 
RusselFs  powers,  and  the  want  of  an  act  of  Con- 
gress is  intimated.  And  vet  the  constant  usage 
of  nations  I  believe  is,  where  the  legislation  of 
one  party  is  neoessary  to  carry  into  effect  a  given 
stipuIaticMi,  to  leave  it  to  the  contracting  party 
to  provide  the  requisite  laws.  If  he  fails  to  do 
so.  it  is  a  breach  of  good  faith,  and  .a  subject  of 
subsequent  remonstrance  by  the  injured  party. 
When  Mr.  Russell  renews  the  overture,  in  what 
was  intended  as  a  more  agreeable  form  to  the 
British  Government  Lord  Castiereagli  is  not 
content  with  a  simple  rejection,  but  clothes  it 
in  the  language  of  insult.  Afterwards,  in  con- 
versation with  Mr.  Russell,  the  moderation  of 
our  Government  is  misinterpreted  and  made  the 
occasion  of  a  sneer,  that  we  are  tired  of  the  war. 
The  proposition  of  Admiral  Warren  is  submitted 
in  a  spirit  not  more  pacific.  He  is  instructed, 
he  tells  us,  to  propose  that  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  shall  instantly  recall  their  let- 
ters of  marque  and  reprisal  against  British  ships, 
together  with  all  orders  and  instructions  for  any 
acts  of  hostility  whatever  against  the  territories 
of  His  Mi^esty  or  the  persons  or  propertv  of  his 
subjects.  That  small  afi&ir  being  settied,  he  is 
further  aathorized  to  arrange  as  to  the  revoca- 
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tion  of  the  laws  which  interdict  the  commeroe 
and  ships  of  war  of  His  Majesty  from  the  har- 
bors and  waters  of  the  United  States.     This 
messenger  of  peace  comes  with  one  qualified 
concession  in  his  pocket,  not  made  to  the  Jus- 
tice of  our  demands,  and  is  fally  empowered  to 
receive  our  Jbomage,  the  contrite  retraction  of 
all  our  measures  adopted  against  }iis  master  I 
And  in  default,  he  does  not  ful  to  assure  us,  the 
Orders  in  Oouncil  are  to  be  forthwith  reriyed. 
Administration,  still  anxious  to  terminate  the 
war,  suppresses  the  indignation  which  such  a 
proposal  ought  to  have  created,  and  in  its  answer 
concludes  by  informing  Admiral  Warren,  ^^  that 
if  there  be  no  objection  to  an  accommodaticm  of 
the  difference  relating  to  impressment,  in  the 
mode  proposed,  other  than  the  suspension  of  the 
British  claim  to  impressment  during  the  armi»- 
tioe,  there  can  be  none  to  proceeding,  without 
the  armistice,  to  an  immediate  discussion  and 
arrangement  of  an  article  on  that  subject." 
Thus  it  has  left  the  door  of  negotiation  un- 
doeed,  and  it  remains  to  be  seen  if  the  enemy 
will  accept  the  invitation  tendered  to  hinu  The 
honorable  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  Qlr. 
Pbabsoh)  supposes^  that  if  Congress  would  pass 
a  law,  prohibiting  the  employment  of  British 
seamen  in  our  service,  upon  condition  of  a  like 
prohibition  on  their  part,  and  repeal  the  act  of 
non-importation,  peace  would  immediately  fol- 
low.   Sir,  I  have  no  doubt  if  such  a  law  were 
pissed,  with  all  the  requisite  solemnities^  and 
the  repeal  to  take  place,  Lord  Castlereagh  would 
laugh  at  our  simplicity.    No,  sir.  Administra- 
tion has  erred  in  tlie  steps  which  it  has  taken  to 
restore  peace,  but  its  error  has  been  not  in  doing 
too  lUtle,  but  in  betraying  too  great  a  solicitude 
for  that  event    An  honorable  peace  is  attaina- 
ble only  by  an  efficient  war.    My  plan  would 
be  to  call  out  the  ample  resources  of  the  coun- 
try, give  them  a  judicious  direction,  prosecute 
the  war  with  the  utmost  vigor,  strike  wherever 
we  can  reach  the  enemy,  at  sea  or  on  land,  and 
negotiate  the  terms  of  a  peace  at  Quebec  or  Hal- 
ifax.   We  are  told  that  England  is  a  proud  and 
lofty  nation  that,  disdaining  to  wait  for  danger, 
meets  it  half  way.    Haughty  as  she  is,  we  once 
triumphed  over  her,  and  &  we  do  not  listen  to  the 
counsels  of  timidity  and  despair  we  shall  again 
^^vail.    In  such  a  cause,  with  the  aid  of  Prov- 
idence, we  must  come  out  crowned  with  suc- 
cess ;  but  if  we  fail,  let  us  fail  like  men— lash 
ourselves  to  our  gallant  tars,  and  expire  together 
in  one  common  struggle,  fighting  for  "seamen^s 
ri^ts  and  free  trade." 

Mr.  Mo£bb  moved  an  amendment  to  the  bill, 
going  to  place  the  appointment  of  the  other 
field  officers  of  each  regim^it,  as  well  as  the 
Colonels,  in  the  President  and  Senate.  The 
motion  was  agreed  to. 


Monday,  January  11. 
Additional  Military  Force. 
The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  raising  an 


additional  mllitaiy  force  x>f  twenty  dioQsand 
men  for  one  year. 

Mr.  Sheffby  said  he  felt  grateful  for  the  op- 
portunity which  had  been  afforded  him,  to  de- 
liver his  sentiments  on  the  subject  before  the 
committee.  It  was  now  about  a  year  ago,  when 
he  had  stated  his  reasons  at  length  on  the  qnes- 
tion  of  the  war  then  meditated  against  Greet 
Britain.  Since  that  time,  he  had  b^n  generally 
a  silent,  though  not  an  inattentive  spectator. 
Conscious  that  there  had  fallen  to  his  share  a 
full  portion  of  the  frailty  common  to  man,  he 
felt  disposed  to  distrust  his  own  opinion.  He 
had  even  hoped  he  might  be  mistaken,  he  had 
hoped  that  experience  would  prove  the  fallacy 
of  his  apprehensions;  that  the  predictions  of 
gentlemen,  who  differed  from  him  in  sentiment, 
would  be  realized ;  that  the  rights  of  the  coun- 
try would  be  secured  by  arms,  to  which  the 
inigority  had  resorted;  and  that  the  evils  anti- 
cipated would  vanish  before  us.  On  a  reviev, 
however,  of  the  reasons  which  had  then  infla- 
enced  him,  aided  by  the  experience  of  the  bst 
vear,  he  found  his  opinions,  not  only  unshaken, 
but  strondy  confirmed. 

The  bill  before  us,  said  Mr.  S.,  contemphitea 
an  addition  of  twenty  thousand  men  to  the  ar- 
my heretofore  authorized  to  be  raised.  By  the 
measures  preparatory  to  the  war,  upwaxds  of 
thirty-six  thousand  men  were  directed  to  be  en- 
listed; with  ihQ  addition  now  contemplated, 
our  regular  army  will  amount  to  more  than 
fifty-six  thousand  men.  The  question  which  at 
once  presents  itself  to  every  mind  dispoeed  to  in- 
quire, is,  what  is  the  object  of  this  vast  militaiy 
rorcej  .  We  are  here  not  left  to  conjecture ;  this 
inquiry  has  been  anticipated,  and  we  have  been 
directly  told  by  the  chairman  of  the  Military 
Committee,  (Mr.  Wilijamr,)  that  it  is  intended 
for  offensive  purposes;  that  the  conquest  of 
Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  and  New  Brunswick,  is 
to  be  achieved.  If  I  have  any  right  to  deliber- 
ate on  this  subject,  and  to  express  the  opioion 
which  my  view  of  the  real  interests  of  the  coun- 
try dictates,  I  at  once  say,  that  I  cannot  give 
my  assent  to  raise  such  a  force  for  such  a  pur- 
pose. Was  an  augmentation  of  the  army  re- 
quired to  defend  ua  against  any  enemy,  either 
on  the  maritime  or  inland  frontier,  no  member 
of  this  House  would  more  readOy  accord  the 
means  of  defence  and  protection  than  myselC 
In  such  event,  I  shall  not  inquire  how  we  got 
into  the  situation,  or  by  whose  temerity  the 
enemy  has  been  brought  on  our  borders.  I 
shall  consider  defence  as  a  matter  of  imperious 
necessity,  forbidding  all  calculation  as  to  means 
and  consequences.  But,  as  it  is  admitted  by 
all,  that  the  force  already  authorized  is  more 
than  sufficient  for  every  defensive  purpose;  as 
it  is  expressly  avowed  that  it  is  required  for 
offensive  operations  in  the  territories  of  the  en- 
emy, the  question  assumes  a  different  8hi^>e;  it 
is  stripped  of  the  overruling  influence  which  at- 
tends necessity ;  it  becomes  a  mere  question  of 
expediency,  controlled  by  the  various  consider- 
ations wluch  reason  and  policy  m^  dictate 
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80  far  as  my  conduct  is  concerned,  before  I  can 
consent  to  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  in  the 
manner  contemplated,  I  mast  be  convinced  that 
the  objects  in  controversy  are  not  only  Jast, 
bat  of  sufficient  importance  in  their  practical 
effect  on  the  commanity  to  Justify  such  an  ex- 
periment, and  not  attainable  in  any  other  way ; 
that  there  is  a  reasonable  ^probability  that  such 
a  war  will  secure  to  us  those  objects ;  and  that 
we  are  not  endangering  the  greater  good,  to 
obtain  an  exemption  from  the  lesser  evil ;  haz- 
arding certain  great  rights,  to  secure  others  of 
fur  inferior  importance. 

I  regret  that  I  cannot,  consistently  with  my 
sense  of  duty,  yield  the  unlimite^l  confidence  in 
their  measures,  which  the  majority  demand. 
My  reason  must  be  convinced,  before  my  con- 
fidence can  be  bestowed.  There  are,  indeed, 
oases  where  superior  virtae  and  wisdom,  tested 
by  long  and  successful  experience,  have  a  strong 
claim  to  oar  confidence.  But  this,  in  my  opin* 
ion,  is  not  the  case  here.  A  retrospect  of  the 
transactions  of  the  last  eight  years,  will  show 
how  much  eentlemen  have  been  mistaken  and 
disappointed  in  their  views  of  onr  foreign  pol- 
icy ;  particularly  that  part  which  is  connected 
with  the  difficulties  in  which  we  now  find  oar- 
selves,  and  which  may  be  said  to  be  the  ground- 
work of  them.  In  making  this  declaration,  and 
in  leading  your  attention  to  the  facts,  it  is  not 
my  object  to  give  offence  to  any  one.  I  believe 
gentlemen  are  actuated  by  the  purest  motives, 
and  sincerely  disposed  to  render  essential  ser- 
vice to  the  country.  I  speak  of  facts  pnly,  in- 
tending to  show  a  mistaken,  not  a  corrupt  or 
vicious  course. 

Our  difficulties  with  Great  Britain  commenc- 
ed soon  after  the  treaty  of  1794  (generally  called 
•*  Jay's  Treaty  ")  expired  by  its  own  limitation, 
in  consequence  of  the  peace  of  Amiens.  Aboat 
that  time  the  British  (rovemment  offered  to 
our  Minister,  then  resident  in  London,  a  renew- 
al of  the  treaty.  That  instrument  had  been 
negotiated  under  the  auspices,  and  received  the 
sanction  of  Washington,  the  father  and  bene- 
factor of  his  country.  It  is  true,  that  its  stipu- 
lations did  not  embrace  every  subject  which  we 
could  have  wished;  and  those  that  were  em- 
braced, were  not  so  advantageously  settled  as 
might  have  been  done,  had  we  had  it  in  tour 
power  to  have  dictated  the  terms.  But  it  is 
equally  true,  that  experience  reftited  all  the 
speculations,  and  dissipated  all  the  apprehen- 
sions, with  which  the  country  was  filled  at  the 
time  of  its  ratification.  Daring  its  operation 
we  eigoyed  a  degree  of  prospenty  unexampled 
in  this  or  any  other  country.  Our  leading  in- 
terests flourished  in  a  manner  unknown  before, 
and  unexperienced  since;  our  agriculture  was 
encouraged  by  high  prices  and  ready  markets 
for  its  products;  tiie  freedom  of  navigation, 
'  and  the  enterprise  of  our  people,  carried  our 
commerce  to  every  part  of  the  globe.  I  adc 
this  House  and  this  nation,  whether  their  hopes 
or  wishes  extend  beyond  what  we  then  enjoyed  f 
If  they  do,  the^  hope  for  that  which  is  opposed 


by  all  human  probability,  and  they  wish  for 
that  which  has  scarcely  ever  fidlen  to  the  lot  of 
man.  We  were,  indeed,  not  exempt  from  every 
evil,  or  gratified  by  every  possible  good.  Whi^ 
nation  or  individoal  ever  reached  that  state? 
But  the  great  essentials  of  national  prosperity 
were  in  our  possession.  Our  Government,  how- 
ever, was  not  satisfied.  The  overture  of  the 
British  Government  was  rejected,  under  the  im- 
pression, no  doubt,  that  better  terms  could  be 
obtained;  that  the  situation  of  Great  Britain 
would  compel  her  to  yield  to  our  demands, 
however  extensive. 

Soon  after  the  rejection  of  this  overture.  Great 
Britain  assamed  the  right  to  interdict  the  trade 
in  the  products  of  her  enemies'  colonies,  when 
taken  airectly  from  those  colonies  to  the  mother 
country,  oondformably,  as  she  asserted,  to  the 
principles  adopted  ill  the  war  of  1 756.  In  conse- 
quence of  which,  our  Government^  with  a  view 
to  coerce  her  into  a  relinquishment  of  her  pre- 
tensions, passed  the  partial  non-importation  act 
of  1806.  It  had  not  the  intended  and  promised 
effect  They  again  resorted  to  negotiation,  and 
repealed  the  restriction.  About  this  time,  a 
change  happened  in  the  British  Cabinet,  highly 
auspicious  to  our  interests.  ^*  Our  friends, "  yea, 
our  old  friends,  who  had  espoused  our  cause 
in  time  of  peril  and  danger,  who  had  defended 
our  rights  during  all  ibhe  vicissitudes  of  the  Rev- 
olution, and  who  had  manifest^  their  friend- 
ship for  us  on  every  occasion  since,  ^t  into 
power.  With  these  men,  a  negotiation  was 
opened  by  our  Government  through  the  instra- 
mentality  of  our  Ministers,  Messrs,  Monroe  and 
Pinkney,  which  resulted  in  a  treaty,  as  our  own 
Ministers  declared,  "  both  honorable  and  advan- 
tageous to  the  United  States,"  and  the  best  that 
could  be  obtained.  It  was  not  on]y  ^'  advanta- 
geous "  as  it  respected  our  commerce,  but  tha 
informal  understanding  which  accompanied  it^ 
would  have  secured  us  against  the  abuses  of  im- 
pressments ;  so  our  own  Mmisters  believed.  Bot 
it  was  rejected  without  being  even  submitted  to 
the  Senate.  The  reasons  have  never  been  dia-> 
dosed  to  the  nation.  I  presome,  however,  that 
it  was  confidently  expected  that  such  was  the 
situation  of  Great  Britain,  that  any  torms  that 
we  should  dictate  would  be  granted. 

The  torms  which  our  Government  demanded 
not  being  accorded  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain, 
a  new  policy  was  resorted  to  by  onr  Govern- 
ment, which  was  held  up  to  the  nation  as  a 
sovereign  remedy  for  all  our  difficulties,  which 
were  daily  increasing.  An  embargo,  not  limit- 
ed in  its  duration,  was  laid  on  our  shipping. 
The  prominent  virtues  of  this  remedy  were  sap- 
poeed  to.be — that  it  would  coerce  the  belliger- 
ents, but  particularly  Great  Britain,  into  an 
abandonment  of  their  it^orions  meaaares ;  and 
above  all,  that  it  would  save  us  from  being  in* 
volved  in  war.  The  experience  of  one  year, 
however,  manifested  how  little  its  supporters 
understood  of  the  means  and  resources  of  other 
nations,  and  of  the  character  of  our  own.  The 
privations  to  which  a  groat  portion  of  oar  peo* 
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pie  were  subjected  in  ooDBeqnence  of  this  meas- 
ure coerced  our  GU>yemment  into  a  repeal,  long 
before  any  sensible  impression  could  be  made  on 
Great  Britain.  The  embargo  was  abandoned, 
because  the  people  would  bear  it  no  longer,  and 
the  non-intercoufse  system  was  adopt^  in  its 
stead.  This  also  had  its  day— but  this,  like  the 
embargo,  experience  condemned  as  injurious 
and  ruinous  policy ;  and  the  public  voice  called 
for  its  repeal.  It  was  succeeded  by  the  act  of 
the  first  of  May,  1810,  the  source  of^^our  present 
difficulties. 

When  this  act  passed  this  House,  we  were 
told  that  its  provisions  held  out  the  strongest 
inducement  to  each  of  the  great  belligerents, 
to  precede  its  rival  in  the  abrogation  of  the 
injurious  edicts  affecting  the  commerce  of  this 
country,  and  that  whoever  might  lead  the  other 
would  unquestionably  follow.  It  required  very 
little  sagacity  to  penetrate  this  subject.  It  was 
easily  foreseen  that  this  measure  would  be  em- 
ployed to  detach  us  from  our  neutral  situation, 
which  it  was  so  much  our  interest,  and  had 
been  so  much  our  desire,  to  maintain.  This 
apprehension  experience  has  reali2sed.  We  now 
feel  the  consequences  in  their  fullest  extent 

After  we  had  become  the  dupes  of  French 
perfidy,  by  putting  in  force  the  non-importation 
system  against  Great  Britain,  under  the  belief, 
that  on  the  first  day  of  November,  1810,  the  de- 
crees of  Berlin  and  Milan  were  repealed,  the 
falsehood  of  which  has  since  been  placed  be- 
yond all  rational  doubt,  it  happened  as  had  been 
anticipated,  that  finding  the  ineficiency  of  the 
restrictive  system  against  Great  Britain,  the 
nation  was  called  on,  about  the  commenoement 
of  last  session,  to  assume  a  threatening  attitude 
towards  that  power.  We  were  then  told  by 
the  supporters  of  our  foreign  policy,  that  war 
would  not  be  nece^ry.  That  justice  was  with- 
held from  us  by  the  Government  of  that  nation 
nndw  the  impression  that  force  would  not  be 
used  to  maintain  our  rights^  which  impression 
it  was  only  neoessarv  to  remove  by  manifesting 
A  determined  spirit  in  making  warlike  prepara- 
tions. This  prevailed  with  many,  and  the  army 
was  voted.  But  it  did  not  intimidate  our  ene- 
my. We  were  then  told,  that  it  was  ilecessary 
to  declare  war,  as  affording  conclusive  evidelioe 
of  our  sincerity :  but  that  it  would  not  be  ne- 
cessary to  continue  it  beyond  a  few  weeks, 
when  our  objects  would  he  attained  by  a  just 
and  honorable  peace.  We  were  also  told,  at 
the  same  time,  that  in  six  weeks  after  the 
declaration  of  war,  we  should  be  in  possession 
of  a  great  portion  of  the  enemy^s  colonies.  All 
these  promises  have  been  disappointed.  We 
have  effected  nothing  by  commercial  restric- 
tions, nothing  by  arms,  and  nothing  by  nego- 
tiation; and,  if  there  is  not  a  change  in  our 
policy,  the  war  promises  to  be  perpetual 

Having  detained  you  thus  long  with  these 
preliminary  topics,  permit  me  to  draw  your  at- 
tention to  those  that  grow  directly  out  of  the 
bill  before  the  committee.  I  have  said,  that 
the  causes  ought  not  only  to  be  just,  but  impor- 


tant in  their  effect  on  th«  oommnnity,  lo  justify 
a  resort  to  arms.  I  will  say  more.  A  natioft 
situated  as  this  is,  who  has  so  much  to  lose,  and 
so  little  to  gain,  ought  not  to  relinqnidi  its 
peaceftil  state  but  in  the  last  extremity.  Are 
the  causes  which  existed  at  the  time  when  this 
war  was  declared,  of  that  character  which,  ao> 
cording  to  this  idea,  justified  its  commenoement ; 
and  are  those  now  remaining  sufiident  to  soic- 
tion  its  continuance? 

I  exclude  all  consideration  of  the  abstract 
Jastiee  of  our  complaints  andnst  Great  Britain. 
Upon  that  subject  I  never  had  but  one  o|HDioi). 
I  always  did  believe  that  her  conduct  towards 
this  country  was  not  only  nnjnst  as  it  affected 
us,  but  impolitic  as  it  affected  nerselC 

Before  the  war  commenced  last  Summer,  tbs 
Orders  in  Council  formed  the  principal  ground 
of  complaint  against  Great  Britain.  I  ventve 
to  assert,  without  the  dread  of  eontradictioD, 
that  if  the  repeal  which  has  since  taken  place 
had  happened  and  been  known  here  before  we 
resorted  to  the  sword,  we  should  have  lemained 
at  peace.  I  make  this  declaration  on  (what  I 
deem)  the  most  unquestionable  authority.  The 
proof  is  on  record.  In  1808,  Mr.  Jeffersos, 
then  President  of  the  United  Statva,  througii 
our  Minister  in  London,  proposed  to  the  British 
Government  to  relinquish  the  embargo  a^to 
her,  on  condition  the  Orders  in  Council  were 
revoked.  In  1809,  Mr.  Madison  ent^ed  iuto 
the  arrangement  with  Mr.  Erskine,  which  made 
the  same  condition  the  sole  foundation  for  re- 
storing amicable  intercourse  between  the  tvo 
nations.  In  1810  and  1811,  the  dtscnanons  be- 
tween our  Government  and  that  of  Great  Brit- 
ain were  confined  almost  exclosivdy  to  that 
subject.  And  in  1812,  preceding  the  dedanr 
tion  of  war,  the  Secretary  of  State  informed 
the  British  Envoy,  that  if  the  Orders  in  CouDcfl 
were  revoked,  the  non-importation  act  would 
cease  immediately.  During  the  whole  of  this 
period,  our  complaints  were  directed  to  the 
Orders  in  Council,  and  our  measures,  (I  apeak 
of  our  restrictive  system,)  so  far  as  they  affected 
Great  Britain,  were  adopted  with  a  sincle  eye 
to  their  lepeaL  Until  the  war  was  dedued,  I 
did  not  suppose  that  it  would  be  waged  for  aay 
other  object. 

The  Orders  in  Council,  thou|b  a  violation  of 
our  maritime  rights  in  point  ol  principle,  were 
practically  of  very  little  iigury  to  our  oom- 
merce  at  the  commencement  of  the  war  is 
which  we  are  now  engaged.  The  reasons  are 
obvious.  Our  commerce  to  France,  Hol- 
land, Italy,  ^.,  never  was  of  great  importancb 
And  the  effect  of  the  French  ^*  municipal  regu- 
lations" had  caused  it  to  dwindle  into  insi^ 
nificanee.  The  exclusions,  restrictions,  inposh 
tions,  and  confiscations,  so  permanent  in  the 
commercial  code  (and  practice^  of  Kapdeon, 
had  inspired  our  merchants  with  a  due  portioa 
of  caution,  how  they  ventured  their  proper^ 
into  the  power  of  a  Government  actuated  ^no 
liberal  princ^le,  and  bound  by  no  faith,  fna 
this  state  of  things,  it  was  not  difficult  to  oon 
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Jecture  that  the  period  was  not  distant  when 
Great  Britain  most  become  convinced  of  the  in- 
efficiency of  the  Orders  in  Council,  so  far  as 
respected  their  retaliatory  object  on  her  enemy. 
How  coold  France  be  distressed  by  the  British 
interdiction  of  her  foreign  commerce,  when 
France  herself  was  hostile  to  that  commerce — 
when  she  adopted  every  measure  to  narrow,  to 
shackle,  and  ultimately  to  exclude  it?  We 
had  even  strong  evidence  that  British  statesmen 
began  to  waver  on  the  subject.'  The  vote  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  durmg  the  last  Winter, 
showed  a  minority  unusually  strong,  and  indi- 
cated most  clearly  that  before  long  the  Orders 
in  Council  were  doomed  to  perish.  But,  with 
this  information  before  our  eyes,  we  harried  on 
to  war  without  waiting  for  the  event,  or  even 
i^ithout  waiting  for  preparation. 

The  Orders  in  Council  have  since  been  re- 
pealed. The  manner  has  Indeed  been  objected 
to  by  the  honorable  Speaker,  (Mr.  Clat,)  be- 
cause the  right  to  secure  them  in  certain  events 
is  reserved.  But  surely  this  cannot  be  and  has 
not  been  considered  by  our  Government  a  seri- 
ous objection ;  for  without  such  reservation  the 
power  to  revive  them  existed  to  every  possible 
extent.  The  only  question  is,  do  they  cease  to 
violate  our  neutral  commerce?  This  is  not 
doubted.  The  remaining  obstacle,  therefore, 
to  a  good  understanding  between  the  two  na- 
tions, and  the  sole  ostensible  cause  for  persever- 
ing in  the  war,  is  the  subject  of  impressments. 

This  is,  indeed,  a  difficult  and  unquestionably 
an  interesting  subject.  Not  that  I  place  entire 
contidence  in  the  sympathetic  descriptions  of 
the  magnitude  of  the  evil,  which  we  have  so 
often  heard  and  daily  heard  in  this  House.  I 
am  inclined  to  believe  fency  has  colored  the 
picture  too  highly.  There  is  one  reason,  above 
all  others,  which  leads  me  to  that  conclusion. 
It  is  this:  In  that  section  of  the  United  States 
of  which  two-thirds  of  our  seamen  are  natives, 
there  is  a  strong,  overwhelming  current  of  opin- 
ion against  this  war.  Can  it  be  possible  that 
the  country  where  dwells  the  kindred  of  those 
who  are  said  to  be  incarcerated  in  great  num- 
l)ers  in  the  ^^  floating  dungeons"  of  Great  Brit- 
ain is  not  only  indinerent  about  the  fate  of  its 
children,  but  opposes,  as  ruinous,  the  war 
waged  for  their  protection  ?  It  is  certainly  a 
curious  spectacle  to  see  the  defenders  of  sea^ 
men's  rights  come  from  those  portions  of  the 
Union  that  have  little  commerce,  and  few,  if 
any,  seamen.  I  do  not  mean  to  insinuate  that 
those  gentlemen  do  wrong  in  espousing  the 
cause  of  the  oppressed,  to  whatever  quarter 
they  may  belong ;  but  I  state  the  fact  to  show 
that  their  sympathies  may  possibly  have  mag- 
nified the  evil — and  to  infer  from  it,  that  the 
opposition  of  those  most  immediately  interested 
is  to  be  ascribed,  not  to  their  insensibility,  but 
to  their  apprehensions  that  this  war,  instead  of 
securing  seamen's  rights,  will  banish  their  sea- 
men into  foreign  service. 

The  controversy  between  this  country  and 
Great  Briton  seems  to  have  been  brought  to  a 


single  point  She  /slaims  the  service  of  her 
seafaring  subjects  in  time  of  danger.  Our  Gov. 
ernment  admits  this  right.  To  give  effect  to 
the  right  thus  claimed  and  admitted,  she  insists 
that  her  officers  may  go  on  board  our  merchant 
ships  on  the  high  seas,  or  in  her  port»— search 
for  and  take  her  subjects.  This  our  Govern- 
ment deny,  and  claim  the  iramunitv  of  the  flag 
so  far  as  .persons  are  concerned ;  because,  un- 
der the  pretext  of  taking  British  subjects,  Amer- 
ican citizens  are  frequently  taken.  It  does,  in- 
deed, not  distinctly  appear  in  the  late  commu- 
nication from  our  Lxecutive  to  the  British 
Government,  that  they  mean  by  the  terms 
American  citizens,  whether  it  includes  natural- 
ized persons  as  well  as  natives.  With  respect 
to  those  of  the  first  description,  I  confess  I  feel 
no  great  interest  for  their  immunity  abroad  or 
on  the  high  seas ;  I  am  one  of  those  who  think 
that  we  act  sufficiently  liberal  when  we  offer 
them  any  asylum  from  the  oppression  or  pov- 
erty of  their  own  country,  receive  them  into 
our  bosom,  and  extend  to  them  aU  the  advan- 
tages belonging  to  us;  and  so  long  as  they  re- 
main within  our  territorial  limits,  they  shall, 
with  my  consent,  have  the  full  benefit  of  the 
protection  which  our  laws  afford  to  all.  But  I 
cannot  cixisent  that  the  native  blood  of  this 
countrv  shall  be  profusely  wasted  to  protect 
aliens  bom,  wherever  they  may  ramble.  We 
all  profess  a  deep  solicitude  for  the  interest  of 
seamen.  To  describe  their  distresses  and  to 
eulogize  their  valor  and  patriotism,  is  one  of 
the  topics  of  the  day.  And  yet  we  are  con- 
tending for  principles  which,  if  successful,  will 
bring  a  host  of  foreigner^  in  competition  with 
them  to  elbow  them  out  of  employment  But 
it  is  said  that  Great  Britain  does  the  same— 
that  by  the  act  passed  during  the  reign  of 
George  II.,  foreign  seamen  are  naturalized  who 
have  been  in  the  King's  service  for  two  years, 
and  that  she  has  no  right  to  object  if  we  imi- 
tate her  conduct  It  1b  true  she  has  adopted 
such  a  regulation.  But  I  have  never  heard  of 
any  instance  where  she  has  contended  that  such 
a  person  is  absolved  from  his  natural  allegi- 
ance, if  he  comes  within  the  power  of  his  origi- 
nal sovereign.  I  have  understood  that  act  to 
mean  that  such  persons  should  become  entitled 
to  certain  rights — not  absolved  from  any  duties 
towards  others,  should  they  leave  the  country. 
That  they  should  have  the  right  to  hold  lands 
— ^be  admitted  under  the  regulations  of  the  navi- 
gation act  as  British  seamen  on  board  merchant 
ships,  and  participate  in  the  pension  and  hos- 
pital provisions.  Should  I  be  mistaken,  how- 
ever, I  am  not  inclined  to  relinquish  my  opin- 
ion, merely  because  the  practice  of  Great  Britain 
is  opposed  to  it. 

Sir,  I  do  not  find  fault  with  the  Administra- 
tion for  insisting  on  the  immunity  of  our  flag, 
as  it  respects  the  seamen.  I  approve  of  the 
principle.  It  is  of  that  character  which  at  a 
proner  time  and  with  proper  means  is  (in  effeot 
and  to  all  general  purposes)  attainable,  if  we  do 
not  by  ill-timed  and  imprudent  efforts  frustrate 
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it  ^  It  is  supposed  that  the  present  is  the  nns* 
picious  moment  to  insist  on  our  ri^ts.  That 
pressed  as  Great  Britain  is  by  the  most  power- 
inl  enemj  the  world  ever  saw,  who  threatens 
her  very  existence ;  the  impression  which  we 
can  make  upon  her  bj  our  anna,  will  be  greater 
than  at  any  other  time.  This  very  circamstance 
renders  the  attainment  of  our  object  more  diffi- 
cult, and  makes  onr  case  hopeless.  Her  danger 
forbids  a  compliance  with  our  demands.  In 
her  present  struggle,  her  naval  power  (Consti- 
tutes her  security.  Without  that  she  would 
long  since  have  become  a  French  province. 
This  every  man  in  England  knows  and  feels.  It 
is  well  known  that  four-fifths  of  her  seamen  on 
board  her  navy  render  not  voluntary  but  com- 
pulsory service.  Should  this  principle  be  es- 
tablished, which  in  all  cases  would  afford  a 
secure  asylum  in  our  merchant  ships,  it  is 
dreaded  by  British  statesmen  and  the  Britii^ 
people,  that  their  seamen,  allured  by  higher 
wages  and  easier  employment,  would  abandon 
their  service,  and  thus  render  their  country  ac- 
cessible to  their  enemy.  Hence  you  see  every 
Ministry,  of  whatever  political  party  or  distinc- 
tion, tremblingly,  alive  to  this  subject  They 
dare  not  touch  it  in  the  present  state  of  that 
country.  No  man  could  maintain  iiis  power  a 
moment  after  having  hazarded  the  public  eafetj 
by  making  an  experiment,  the  effect  of  which 
could  not  be  foreseen,  and  may  be  productive 
of  such  disastrous  consequences.  This  spirit  is 
manifest  in  all  the  communications  from  the  Brit- 
ish Cabinet  to  our  Grovernment  We  have  seen 
the  sentiments  of  Lord  Grenville,  Lord  Auck- 
land, Lord  Holland,  and  Mr.  Fox,  men  whose  pre- 
possessions were  in  our  &vor,  and  who  on  almost 
every  other  subject  supported  onr  pretensions. 
On  this  subject  they  resisted  our  demands,  be- 
cause they  dared  not  grant  theuL  While  I  con- 
ceive the  claims  of  our  Government  as  not  go- 
ing too  far,  I  doubt  their  prudence  as  to  tiie 
time  and  manner  of  giving  them  efEbct.  I  fear 
that  instead  of  realizing  our  wishes  the  meas- 
ures pursued  are  calculated  to  deprive  us  of 
every  hope  hereafter.  In  the  present  unexam- 
pled state  of  the  world,  according  to  my  limited 
conception  of  our  true  interest,  we  ong^t  to 
have  seriously  avoided  all  hostile  collision  with 
fvvreign  powers.  We  ought  to  have  cherished 
the  resources  within  our  grasp.  Nothing  is 
more  obvious  than  the  remark  made  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Blxeckxb,)  that,  with  all  the  injuries  which  we 
received  from  the  belligerents,  our  commerce 
was  more  extensive  and  more  profitable  in  the 
aggregate  than  if  Europe  had  been  at  peace. 
We  might  have  obtained  (and  we  ought  not  to 
have  rejected)  such  temporary  arrangements 
with  England,  (with  whom  our  commerce  was 
chiefly  carried  on,)  which,  though  they  did  not 
embrace  all  our  interests,  would  have  secured 
those  of  first  importance  and  kept  us  at  peace. 
The  benefits  of  such  a  policy  are  to  my  mind 
self-evident  Should  Europe  be  restored  to 
tranquilUty  and  assume  something  like  its  for- 


mer appearance,  (and  I  do  not  believe  the  pres- 
ent state  of  things  durable,)  we  should  have 
been  able  to  have  effected  every  valuable  otjeot, 
because  such  a  change  will  probably  bring  with 
it  a  respect  for  the  rights  of  nadona,  which 
have  now  no  existence  but  in  name.  And 
should  an  imposing  attitude  have  been  waaking 
to  give  effect  to  our  claims,  we  should  have  ex- 
hibited an  unbroken  spirit  and  unexhaQsted  i»- 
sources. 

An  honorable  member  from  Tennessee,  (Mr. 
GstrimT,)  the  other  day,  read  some  extncti 
from  the  instructions  transmitted  to  our  Minia- 
ter  in  London,  in  1792,  His  object  was  to 
show  the  deep  interest  which  the  great  man 
who  thai  presided  ovw  this  nation  felt  aa  the 
subject  of  impressments.  I  sincerely  wish  thai 
while  gentlemen  resort  to  his  opinions  to  sup- 
port theirs,  they  would  consent  to  imitate  his 
oonduct  Nothing  can  be  more  strikingly  dif- 
ferent than  his  policy  and  that  which  is  now 
pursued. 

In  1793  the  subject  of  impressments  did  noi 
form  the  only  complaint  against  Great  Britain. 
The  Treaty  of  Peace  remained  unexecuted  oa 
her  part.  To  that  was  added  the  great  iigniy 
which  our  commerce  sustained  by  the  extensiTS 
captures  made  by  her  cruisers  during  that  year. 
The  interest  which  was  felt  for  the  suooess  of 
the  French  Revolution,  against  which  Great 
Britain  had  arrayed  herself^  tended  to  excite  the 
nation,  even  beyond  the  measure  of  its  wrongs 
and  ripen  it  for  war.  But  the  wisdom  of  Wash- 
ington saved  us  from  b^ng  drawn  into  the 
vortex,  which  has  once  devoured  all  who  ap- 
proached it  His  genius  considered  the  true 
interests  of  his  country  to  consist  in  the  pre- 
servation of  its  peace ;  and  he  had  firmness 
enough  to  preserve  it,  though  opposed  by  the 
strong  feelings  of  the  people.  Notwithstandmg 
the  acoumukkted  wrongs  which  we  had  re- 
ceived, he  sent  a  messengw  of  peace,  and  ulti- 
mately gave  his  assent  to  a  treaty  in  whicfa 
there  was  not  one  stipulation  even  to  restrain 
the  abnsea.  of  impressments,  which  the  year 
before  he  had  declared  could  not  be  longer  toler- 
ated. Why  was  this  done  by  him,  who,  to  sij 
the  least,  had  as  mudi  affection  for  Ins  oountiy's 
ri^ts,  as  tiie  politicians  of  the  present  day— 
whom  fear  never  infioenoed — and  who  eoM 
BsJBdij  calculate  on  the  support  of  the  people, 
should  he  resort  to  arms?  The  answer  is 
obvious.  Peace  upon  almost  any  terms  was 
better  than  a  hopeless,  endless  contest  What 
a  contrast  does  his  example  present  to  the 
conduct  of  those  who  now  direct  the  des^ 
tinies  of  this  nation,  and  who,  while  they  reieci 
his  policy,  resort  to  his  opinions  to  support  their 
own? 

Upon  the  subject  of  foreign  war,  and  the  ob- 
jects connected  with  it,  the  opinions  of  gentle- 
men of  the  migority  have  certainly  undergone 
a  strange  revolution  since  they  came  into  power. 
Little  more  than  twelve  years  ago,  they  defure- 
cated  foreign  war  as  inconsiBtent  with  the  wirit 
of  our  institutions,  and  the  genius  of  oar  Got- 
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drament  Nothing  short  of  self-defence,  when 
attacked  in  onr  own  conntrj,  was  considered 
as  a  justification  fbr  abandoning  onr  peaceful 
parsnits,  and  mingling  in  hostility  with  Eu- 
ropean powers.  Every  other  object  was  deemed 
subordinate  to  the  preservation  of  peace,  be- 
cause with  it  was  connected  every  benefit  which 
it  had  pleased  Providence  to  bestow  upon  us, 
and  which  our  detached  situation  rendered  se- 
cure. We  now  hearthoce  very  gendemen  talk 
of  Rome  and  Greece  in  their  proudest  days, 
when  they  inspired  terror  into  the  inhabitants 
of  distant  climes  and  carried  their  arms  to  every 
quarter  of  the  globe ;  and  their  example  is  held 
up  for  our  imitation.  The  almost  boundless 
extent  of  our  territory  is  become  too  limited, 
and  we  hear  of  conquests  in  the  North  and 
South,  as  essential  to  our  security  and  happi- 
ness. In  taking  a  retrospect,  and  contrasting 
former  opinions  with  present  conduct,  a  per- 
son would  almost  be  inclined  to  distrust  his  ob- 
servation, was  there  not  left  on  record  monu- 
ments with  sentiments  of  fbrmer  times  enter- 
tained by  gentlemen  in  the  days  of  humility, 
when  they  were  struggling  against  power. 
Permit  me  to  call  vour  attention  to  a  resolution 
of  the  Virginia  Assembly,  adopted  in  1798, 
said  to  be  draudbted  by  Mr.  MadL<(on,  now 
President  of  the  United  States,  upoi^  this  sub- 
iect.  It  was  then  considered  the  standard  of 
Republican  opinion,  by  all  who  professed  to  be 
of  that  party.  It  in  substance  declares,  that 
though  the  General  Assembly  view  with  indig- 
nation the  vi(^ations  of  our  commerce,  the  \m* 
pressment  of  onr  seamen,  and  other  wrongs 
committed  by  foreign  nations,  yet  detached  as 
the  United  States  are  from  European  concerns, 
they  should  deprecate  a  war  waged  for  any 
other  object  except  self-defence,  in  cases  of  ac* 
tual  invasion.  This  resolution  had  an  eye  to 
our  relations  with  France,  from  whom  we  had 
then  received  every  injury  and  indi^ty  she 
could  inflict,  and  with  whom  we  were  m  a*  state 
of  partial  hostility ;  but  it  explicitly  declares, 
that  we  ought  to  engage  in  offensive  war,  for 
no  object  whatever.  Let  the  sentiment  be 
compared  with  the  conduct  of  the  same  men 
now  they  are  in  power. 

Sir,  I  am  one  of  those  who  doubt  our  capa- 
city to  obtain  the  conquest  of  the  British  prov- 
incies.  I  believe  that  the  opinion,  that  we  are 
a  very  powerful  nation  abroad,  is  a  fisinciful 
delusion.  To  be  powerful  abroad,  requires  a 
Government  of  suflScient  energy,  not  only  to 
bring  into  action  all  the  physicfd  and  pecuniary 
resonrces  of  the  country,  but  to  command  them 
promptly.  The  very  nature  of  our  Govern- 
ment, where  every  thing  depends  immediately 
upon  the  people,  forbids  the  idea  that  you  can 
effect  one  or  the  other.  The  inconveniences 
and  privations  to  which  they  must  be  subject- 
ed, are  sufficient  causes  with  the  great  body  of 
the  community,  who  do  not  perceive  very  dis- 
tinctly how  they  are  to  be  benefited  by  an  of- 
fensive war,  to  turn  their  faces  against  it.  I 
Their  Representatives,  knowing  their  feelings,  I 


dare  not  press  them  with  a  heavy*  hand,  which 
at  once  destroys  every  thing  like  energy.  Be- 
sides, the  want  of  promptitude,  the  characteris- 
tic defect  of  such  a  Gk>vemment,  whose  powers 
are  divided  into  many  hands,  prevents  the  re- 
sources even  within  their  reach  to  be  obtained 
and  applied  in  time  to  insure  success.  The 
consequence  of  all  this  is — ^imbecility  in  ob- 
taining, and  want  of  celerity  in  applying  the 
necesscury  means.  This  may  be  considered  as 
a  very  great  evil,  particularly  to  those  who  have 
presented  to  us  the  example  of  Rome  in  her 
proudest  days,  when  she  was  mistress  of  the 
world,  for  onr  imitation.  Sir,  I  rejoice  that 
such  is  the  state  of  my  country.  It  is  the  le- 
gitimate offspring  of  our  free  institutions.  The 
people  are  strong  and  the  Government  is  weak ; 
whenever  this  state  of  things  shall  be  reversed, 
then  shall  we  be  able  to  inspire  terror  into  other 
nations.  But  until  that  period  shall  arrive,  we 
shall  exhibit  weakness  and  slowness  of  action, 
as  to  all  offensive  and  external  purposes. 

To  retain  the  British  provinces  as  an  indem- 
nity for  our  losses,  is  an  event  which  I  cannot 
wish,  because  I  can  see  no  possible  benefit  re- 
sulting from  it.  Have  we  not  already  territory 
enough  ?  Is  it  desirable  to  incorporate  with  us 
a  people  composed  of  heterogeneous  materials, 
who  are  not  only  unaccustomed  to  our  institu- 
tions, but  many  of  whom  entertain  an  uncon- 
querable hatred  for  them  ?  I  believe  it  would 
have  been  better  had  we  never  acquired  any 
foreign  territory  at  all.  If  we  had  been  con- 
tented with  the  limits  embraced  by  the  old  thir- 
teen United  States,  the  prospects  of  remaining 
a  united  people,  and  preserving  our  free  insti- 
tutions, would,  in  my  conception,  be  much  more 
flattering.  I  am,  therefore,  opposed  to  new  ao- 
quisitions.  But  it  is  repeatedly  urged  that  the 
possession  of  Canada  is  necessary  to  secure  us 
from  the  hostilities  of  the  savage  tribes  on  onr 
northwestern  borders;  was  this  the  fact,  I 
might  yield  my  assent  to  prosecute  the  war  to 
attain  that  object.  But  experience  has  shown 
that  we  can  have  peace  with  them,  though 
Canada  is  in  the  possession  of  a  foreign  power. 
For  seventeen  years  after  the  Treaty  of  Green- 
ville we  were  entirely  exempt  from  Indian  hos- 
tilities ;  and  not  until  we  waged  war  ourselves, 
did  they  become  troublesome  upon  our  fron- 
tiers. 

My  apprehensions  are  not  solely  confined  to 
the  danger  resulting  from  military  power;  there 
are  other  consequences  equally  to  be  dreaded, 
which  I  fear  may  overwhelm  us,  should  we 
continue  in  this  course.  There  is  one  peculiarly 
delicate,  but  equally  important — so  delicate^ 
that  gentlemen  have  supposed  it  ought  not  even 
to  be  mentioned.  Sir,  shall  I  not  be  permitted 
to  point  to  the  yawning  gulf  beneath?  Shall 
I  not  attempt  to  arrest  your  progress  in  the  path 
where  lies  a  serpent  that  will  sting  yon  to  death  ? 
I  deprecate  disunion  as  an  event  pregnant  with 
every  evil.  The  moment  it  happens,  civil  lib- 
erty is  banished  from  this  country.  I  feel  deeply 
interested  that  it  should  not  happen.    Permit 
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me,  however,  to  observe,  that  a  union  is  con- 
nected b^  a  consciousness  which  is  felt  that  the 
various  interests  of  the  different  sections  are 
consulted  and  protected,  and  not  bj  force.  If 
you  wish  to  perpetuate  the  Union,  you  must 
preserve  that  opmion.  The  moment  that  it 
shall  no  longer  .exist,  the  ties  that  bind  us  to- 
gether become  feeble  indeed.  The  present 
war,  though  ostensibly  waged  for  principles  in 
which  the  Northern  and  Eastern  people  have  a 
deep  interest,  is  considered  by  them — and  they 
certainly  understand  their  interest  best — as  cal- 
culated to  prostrate  it  They  feel  the  evils  of 
your  measures  daily,  and  they  see  no  prospect 
that  they  ever  will  oe  benefited  by  them.  The 
physical  power  of  the  country  is  in  their  hands, 
and  it  requires  nothing  but  public  sentiment, 
which  quickly  follows  public  interest,  and  you 
ripen  them  for  a  state  of  things  most  of  all  to 
be  deprecated.  I  hope  we  shaJl  avert  the  evil 
by  banishing  the  cause  of  discontent. 

Besides  the  immediate  physical  evils  which 
present  themselves  as  probably  resulting  from 
our  measures,  there  are  other  moral  evils  which 
I  must  dread.  Our  Government  was  made  to 
secure  the  happiness  of  the  people,  and  every 
thing  which  even  remotely  is  calculated  to  im- 
pair their  moral  sense,  will  have  an  effect  upon 
their  situation.  When  the  people  shall  become 
attached  to  principles  inconsistent  with  mo- 
rality, or  with  their  tranquil,  civil  pursuits, 
their  prosperity  and  their  freedom  are  at  haz- 
ard. The  spirit  of  conquest  and  of  military 
glory,  however  fascinating,  is  banefhl  to  the 
prosperity  and  liberty  of  every  country.  ITiis 
spirit  has  shown  itself  in  our  country,  of  late, 
in  an  unusual  degree.  We  have  become  tired 
of  the  peaceful  character  of  our  pursuits; 
and  we  want  nothing  but  success  on  this  first 
attempt  to  encourage  us  to  become  a  great  mili- 
tary nation,  attempting  conquest  in  every  auar- 
ter.  Whenever  that  happens,  we  shall  share 
the  destiny  of  other  nations.  When  the  same 
i^irit  and  the  same  councils  prevail,  the  misery 
of  the  mass  of  the  people  is  the  support  of  the 
national  glory. 

One  of  the  evils  which  I  dread,  as  attending 
the  war,  and  in  my  opinion  Qot  the  least,  Mr. 
Chairman,  is,  that  we  have  united  our  exertions 
.with  the  efforts  of  the  great  destroyer  of  man- 
kind, who,  having  prostrated  the  independence 
of  ahnost  every  nation  on  the  continent  (^Eu- 
rope, has  drawn  us  into  our  present  situation, 
to  assist  him  in  humbling  his  remaining  enemy, 
whose  destruction  is,  above  all  others,  nearest 
his  heart  I  do  not  believe  that  gentlemen  are 
80  far  lost  to  all  sense  of  their  country's  interest, 
as  designedly  to  unite  the  destiny  of  this  nation 
with  him,  who  lives  only  to  destroy.  I  believe 
them,  when  they  declare  that  such  is  not  their 
intention.  But  we  are  united  in  fact  His  os- 
tensible object  is  the  liberty  of  the  seas :  so  is 
ours  His  successes  are  our  successes,  and  his 
defeats  are  our  defeats.  Being  thus  associated  in 
fact — ^having  one  common  object — ^if  the  war 
oontinues  any  time,  we  shall  be  associated  in 


name  also.  When  pressed  beyond  our  present 
expectation  by  our  enemy,  we  shall  not  make 
any  difficulty  in  submitting  to  arraagemeuts 
which  may  appear  to  us  advantageous,  but 
which  are  calculated  to  fasten  us  to  the  car  of 
the  conqueror.  We  may  want  men  to  aiabls 
us  to  obtiun  the  object  of  our  offensive  opoa- 
tions  in  the  North ;  France  can  furnish  them. 
We  may  want  ships  to  defend  our  coast;  we 
can  obtain  them  from  the  same  quarter.  But, 
for  these  things,  we  must  stipulate  an  equiTi- 
lent;  and  what  can  that  be,  but  to  unile  in 
striking  England  from  the  list  of  independent 
nations? 

Mr.  RoBiBTOON. — ^Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  well 
aware  that  the  House  will  listen  {]l  it  listens  at 
all)  with  much  reluctance  to  a  further  discis- 
sion of  the  subject  under  consideration.  Never- 
theless,  it  is  my  intention  explicitly,  but  oon- 
cisely  to  btate  some  of  the  reasonsi  which  inilo- 
ence  me  to  support  the  measure  proposed ;  eoqw 
of  the  views  connected  with  them,  which  com- 
mand my  approbation,  and  induce  my  aid.  Sir, 
I  propose  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  the  bill  it- 
self, and  subsequently,  without  following  gea- 
tlemen  in  the  wide  and  expansive  range  of  ar- 
gumentative, declamatory,  and  deiami^oiy  elo- 
quence, in  which  they  have  thought  fit  to  in- 
dulge, to  reply  to  some  of  the  observations  which 
struck  me  with  most  force,  and  which  my 
memory  still  retains. 

The  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Conf^mittce  oo 
Military  Affairs  is  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  thii 
House,  and  of  the  nation,  for  the  able  and  lucid 
exposition  he  has  given,  of  the  plan  intended  to 
be  pursued  by  the  Government  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war  in  which  we  are  engaged,  and  d 
the  objects  for  the  attainment  of  which  an  in- 
crease of  the  Military  Establishment  is  deemed 
necessary.  What  is  that  plan,  and  what  are  the 
objects  in  contemplation  ?  The  power  of  the 
nation  is  to  be  called  out ;  a  portion  for  a  de- 
fence of  our  seacoast  and  extensive  frontier;  the 
residue  to  be  sent  forth  to  battle  against  our  im- 
placable foe,  to  drive  him  from  the  Americu 
continent,  and  thus  to  insure  our  future  peaoe^ 
if  not  our  Union  and  ind^endence.  These  ob- 
jects are  avowed,  and  effinrts  and  energy  are 
necessary  to  their  success. 

The  propriety  of  defending  our  country  oaa 
be  denied  by  none.  This  proposition  is  dear. 
Even  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  ude  of  the 
House  (as  it  is  fashionable  to  speak)  do  not  op- 
pose it  For  myself  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  it 
presses  ii^^elf  on  my  feelings  with  irresistihle 
force.  When  I  take  into  consideration  the  ex- 
posed situation  of  the  people  whom  it  ]»  my 
pride  and  honor  to  represent,  when  I  view  them 
surrounded  by  numerous  and  warlike  tribes  of 
Indians,  skirted  by  strongholds  in  the  posses- 
sion of  a  nation  devoted  to  our  foe,  containing 
in  the  bosom  of  their  country  a  class  of  beinp 
always  on  the  watch  to  overwhelm  them  la 
ruin,  I  lose  sight  of  other  oonaiderations^  and 
am  compelled  to  urge,  as  I  do  most  eaniesily, 
that  no  obstacles  may  be  thrown  in  the  wa^  of 
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our  oomplete  protecMon.  I  have  liTed  for  some 
years  in  the  country  to  which  I  have  called 
your  attention.  I  have  not  heen  altogether  an 
mattentive  observer,  nor  indifferent  to  its  in- 
terests. The  neglected  state  of  the  militia  un- 
der the  territories  gpvemment,  its  present  unor- 
ganized and  unarmed  state,  have  not  escaped 
my  notice.  But  we  must  ^^  blame  the  culture, 
not  the  soiL"  The  inhabitants  are  brave,  ex- 
pert in  the  management  of  the  horse  and  in  the 
use  of  arms.  The  materials  are  good.  It  is  un- 
necessary to  dwell  on  these,  or  to  mention  other 
circumstances  of  an  internal  nature.  Suffice  it 
to  be  observed,  our  situation  is  insecure.  I  have 
stated,  sir,  that  we  are  surrounded  by  numerous 
and  warlike  tribes  of  Indians.  I  will  not  re- 
count their  numbers,  nor  blazon  their  powers 
of  doing  mischief.  Those  facts  are  too  notori- 
ous to  require  repetition.  I  have  stated  that 
strongholds  in  our  immediate  neighborhood  are 
in  the  possession  of  a  people  devoted  to  our 
enemy.  The  Spaniards  on  our  eastern  frontier 
are  under  their  perfect  control.  They  consid- 
ered the  English  as  lighting  for  the  independ- 
ence 6f  Spain,  their  native  country,  their  reli- 
gion, and  their  King.  In  their  towns  an  exten- 
sive British  trade  is  carried  on,  and  from  their 
ports,  where  they  refit,  issue  forth  the  armed 
vessels  of  that  nation  to  the  annoyance  of  the 
commerce  of  our  country.  The  Indians  too  are 
excited  against  us.  On  my  journey  from  New 
Orleans  to  this  place,  passing  through  the  Greek 
confederacy,  I  received  certain  information  that 
the  Spanish  commandant  at  St.  Marks  had  as- 
sured them  that  their  friends  the  British  were 
expected  soon  in  considerable  force  at  that 
place  and  at  Pensacola,  and  that  they  should  be 
furnished  with  arms  and  other  munitions  of 
war  to  be  used  against  the  Americans.  Sir, 
humanity  to  that  people,  as  well  as  the  irresisti- 
ble claims  we  have  to  protection,  require  that 
a  force  should  be  stationed  on  the  Mobile  and 
Mississippi  sufficient  to  prevent  the  effect  of 
British  and  Spanish  machination,  or  to  throw 
back  on  themselves  the  evils  of  hostility 

I  now  proceed  to  examine  some  of  the  ob- 
jections which  have  been  made,  not  to  the  bill, 
but  to  the  further  prosecution  of  the  war.  The 
war  is  denounced  as  unconstitutional,  cruel, 
the  effect  of  French  influence,  and  as  intended 
to  place  James  II.  on  the  throne  of  America. 
In  making  the  first  objection,  gentlemen  could 
not  have  been  serious ;  they  could  not  have  ex- 
pected that  it  would  have  been  deemed  worthy 
of  an  answer.  The  power  to  make  war  belongs 
to  all  nations ;  is  of  the  essence  of  Government ; 
but  Uie  Constitution  of  the  United  States  gives 
it  expressly,  in  so  many  words :  "  The  Congress 
shall  have  power  to  declare  war,  to  raise  and 
support  armies.''  Whether  the  war  be  defen- 
dve  or  offensive,  depends  on  circumstance  and 
accident,  but  cannot  affect  the  right  If  war  be 
defensive  and  offensive,  still  the  whole  is  equal 
to  its  parts.  But  to  what  does  this  doctrine 
lead?  Do  gentlemen  believe  it  to  be  true? 
Then  it  becomes  their  duty  to  more  for  the  ap- 


pHDintment  of  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
circumstances  of  the  capture  of  the  Macedonian, 
and  if  it  be  discovered  that  she  was  taken  at 
more  than  a  marine  league  from  the  shore,  to 
cashier  the  American  officer,  declare  the  attack 
and  capture  unconstitutional,  and  restore  the 
v^sel  to  her  former  master.  Then  an  enter- 
prise, giving  rise  to  a  new  era  in  maritime  his- 
tory, and  entwining  round  the  brows  of  the 
United  States  a  wreath  of  imperishable  laurel, 
turns  out  to  be  a  violation  of  that  instrument 
on  the  sacredness  of  which  depends  the  Uni(Hi 
and  happhiess  of  America.  The  war  is  not  un- 
constitutional, nor  can  it)  by  any  possibility,  be 
so  considered. 

But  it  is  said  that,  as  the  Orders  in  Council 
are  repealed,  the  question  of  impressment  is  the 
only  one  in  controversy  between  the  United 
States  and'Great  Britain ;  and,  on  the  subject,  the 
honorable  fl;entleman  f^om  North  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Peabson,)  has,  without  difficulty,  settled  prin- 
ciples about  which  jurists  have  differed  in  opin- 
ion. He  contends  that  individuals  cannot  di- 
vest themselves  of  their  allegiance ;  that  the 
right  of  expatriation  does  not  exist ;  that  the 
practice  of  naturalization  is  wrong.  These 
opinions  are  as  erroneous  as  they  are  repugnant 
to  every  principle  of  human  liberty,  and  owe 
their  origin  to  feudal  times  and  feudal  States; 
times  and  States,  the  prolific  sources  of  the 
vilest  principles  in  politics  and  morals. 

X  believe  that  every  civilized  nation  under 
the  sun  is  in  the  practice  of  naturalizing  for- 
eigners. The  omnipotent  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain  exercises  this  right.  The  ri^ts  of  all 
independent  nations  are  equal.  Whatever 
course  Great  Britain  pursues  in  relation  to  the 
subjects  or  citizens  of  other  countries,  these 
countries  are  authorized  to  pursae  in  relation  to 
the  subjects  of  Great  Britain.  Whatever  her 
admirers  may  say  to  the  contrary,  if  she  does 
not  acknowledge,  she  is  compelled  to  act  in 
conformity  to  this  principle.  Where  is  there  in 
her  history  an  example  of  her  punishing  as  a 
traitor,  a  Briton  naturalized  by  a  foreign  Gov- 
ernment, although  found  in  arms  against  her  f 
If  a  subject  could  not  divest  himself  of  his  nat- 
ural allegiance ;  if  once  a  subject  always  a  sub- 
ject, were  true,  how  is  it  that  Napper  Tandy 
was  sufifered  to  escape  punishment?  Why  was 
he  not  hanged  as  a  traitor  ?  He  was  born  in 
Ireland,  became  a  French  citizen,  served  in  war 
against  his  native  country,  was  taken,  tried,  and 
found  guilty  of  high  treason ;  but  when  a  terri- 
ble retaliation  was  threatened  by  France,  in  the 
event  of  his  execution,  that  nation,  which  never 
yields  to  threats,  restored  him  to  his  then 
adopted  country. 

But  gentlemen  are  opposed  to  the  fhrther 
prosecution  of  the  war.  Do  they  contend  that 
the  causes  which  rendei*ed  it 'necessary  have 
been  removed?  Have  we  obtained  the  objects 
for  which  it  was  commenced?  Is  the  new  and 
before  unheard-of  system  of  blockade  abandon- 
ed? A  system  wMch,  under  the  pretence  of 
being  a  nuHtary  measure,  was  converted  into  a 
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oommerciAl  scheme  beneficial  to  the  belliger- 
ents, and  destractive  alone  to  the  rights  of  the 
neutrals.  Have  our  citizens  been  restored  to 
their  country  f  Is  any  disposition  evidenced  to 
omit  tearing  them  from  their  homes  and  fiimi- 
lies  in  future  ?  What  will  be  the  consequence 
of  laying  down  our  arms,  of  shrinking  from  our 
present  attitude?  We  are  at  the  feet  of  Great 
Britain :  and  after  having  for  years  attempted 
in  vain  to  obtain  justice,  we  are  to  recommence 
fruitless  negotiation.  Admit  that  we  are  un- 
able to  enfcNTce  our  demands,  to  support  our  in- 
dependence, that  we  cannot  carry  on  war,  that 
the  friends  of  the  British  Govenuneot  in  this 
country  (to  use  their  own  expression)  will  not 
permit  as ;  in  such  a  situation,  with  such  admis- 
sion, to  expect  justice  would  be  folly  in  the  ex- 
treme. Engknd  would  return  to  her  habitual 
spoliations,  would  re-establish  that  state  pre- 
cisely the  most  beneficial  to  herself,  the  most 
injurious  to  us:  infinitely  bett^  to  her  than 
peace  on  iair  terms,  for  then  the  opportunity 
would  be  lost  of  fee^g  and  enriching  her  navy 
at  our  expense ;  better  than  war,  as  the  numer- 
ous prizes  brought  into  her  ports  of  late  very 
clearly  prove.  Formerly  the  losses  were  exdu- 
fiively  ours.  Yes,  sir,  willingly  would  she  return 
to,  and  forever  continue,  her  former  career  of 
depredation;  and  the  next  ten  years  would  add 
another  thousand  to  the  thousand  American 
vessels  already  carried  into  her  ports. 

Too  long  did  we  suffer  disgrace  and  degrada- 
tion. Peace,  with  all  its  blesoings,  may  be  en- 
joyed at  too  dear  a  price.  But  yet,  while  it 
was  possible  to  preserve  it,  we  shut  our  eyes 
against  the  most  flagrant*  iiguries ;  we  affected 
not  to  hear  the  loudest  insults.  Peace  was  con- 
genial to  our  habits,  favorable  to  the  principles 
of  our  Government.  It  was  not  to  be  appre- 
hended it  would  be,  nor  cannot  be  now  believed 
that  it  was  wantonly  abandoned.  Whilst  tran- 
quillity prevailed  it  was  wise  to  dwell  on  its  ad- 
vantages. Now,  that  in  spite  of  all  cftr  efforts 
we  are  at  war,  it  is  well  to  inquire  whether  cir- 
cumstances may  not  grow  out  of  it  favoraUe  to 
our  future  happiness  and  prosperity. 

The  British  possessions  in  America  present 
themselves  to  our  view  and  invite  a  conquest. 
I  am  struck  with  the  contrariety  of  opinion 
which  prevails  among  gentlemen.  Some  of 
them  speak  of  the  country  as  barren,  the  cli- 
mate as  inclement,  the  inhabitants  thereby  scat- 
tered over  the  face  of  the  territory.-  If  this  be 
true,  it  will  not  be  considered  as  worth  defend- 
ing, and  as  by  ita  loss  Britain  loses  nothing,  the 
sympathy  which  she  seems  to  have  excited,  and 
the  doleful  jeremiads  to  which  her  anticipated 
disasters  have  given  rise,  are  as  unnecessary  as 
they  are  misplaced.  But  others  say,  no  doubt 
frx)m  its  importance  to  its  European  sovereign 
it  will  be  defended  to  the  last  extremity ;  that 
the  United  States  cannot  take  it ;  that  the  army 
we  propose  to  send  into  the  field  will  prove  in- 
sufficient. When  gentlemen  differ  so  widely, 
no  satisfactory  conclusion  can  be  drawn  from 
their  opinions.    Sir,  Canada  will  be  defended, 


and  it  is  from  a  belief  of  that  fact,  and  from  a 
knowledge  of  the  force  which  Great  Britain 
may  bring  into  the  field,  that  the  troops  now 
demanded  become  necessary.  We  have  heard 
an  estimate  of  that  force  too  often  to  be  sgain 
repeated.  It  has  lost  nothing  of  its  magnitude 
and  importance.  Its  va]<^  has  received  die 
highest  praise,  and  we  are  triumphantly  asked 
if  we  expect  to  intimidate  Great  Britain. 

Sir,  none  but  cowards  calculate  on  the  cow- 
ardice of  their  foe.  We  do  not  expect  to  intim- 
idate her.  We  expect  to  meet  her  armies  in 
the  field  and  to  vanquish  them.  The  power  of 
Britain  must  be  extinguished  in  America.  She 
must  no  longer  be  permitted  to  corrupt  the 
principles  and  to  disturb  the  peace  ana  tran- 
quillity of  our  citizens.  Our  frontier  inhabttantt 
must  not  be  kept  in  dread  and  danger  from  her 
Indian  allies.  And  never  shall  we  be  secure 
among  ourselves,  and  exempt  frx)m  the  mi>- 
chievous  intrigues  of  Europeans,  until  European 
power  is  expelled  across  the  .Atlantic  The 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  says,  that  Can- 
ada entered  into  the  scheme  of  the  war.  It 
certainly  does  now  enter  into  the  scheme  of  the 
war.  Sir,  no  citizen  of  the  United  States  would 
have  given  his  consent  to  an  unprovoked  attack 
on  ih&t  country  merely  for  the  purpose  of  get- 
ting possession  of  it.  But  I  do,  for  one,  rdoioe 
that,  under  present  circumstances,  we  thus  nave 
an  opportunity  afforded  us,  not  only  to  make 
our  enemy  feel  our  power,  but  to  'drive  him 
from  this  continent,  and  to  remove  one  of  the 
most  frequent  causes  of  war  among  nations- 
neighborhood  and  contiguity.  The  evils  of 
peace,  on  the  terms  of  gentlemen  in  opposition, 
cannot  be  borne.  Let  us  then,  with  firmness, 
persevere  in  the  contest  in  which  we  are  en- 
gaged, until  it  can  be  terminated  on  principles 
compatible  with  the  rights  and  honw  of  the 
nation. 

The  committee  now  rose,  rqHMrted  progresi^ 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


TuESDAT,  January  12. 
Additional  Military  Force. 
The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  ruse  an  ad- 
ditional army  of  twenty  thousand  men,  for  one 
year. 
Mr.  Emott  addressed  the  Chair  as  fbHows : 
Mr.  Chairman :  I  mean  no  common-plaoe  re- 
mark, when  I  declare  to  you,  that  I  address  yon 
on  the  subjects  which  have  been  brought  into 
this  debate,  and  aa  I  think  properly  so  broo^t, 
with  ^eat  reluctance.  My  general  deportment 
since  1  have  been  honored  with  a  seat  on  this 
floor,  is  sufficient  evidence  to  you  and  the  com- 
mittee that  I  feel  an  unwillingness  to  mingle  in 
the  war  of  words  which  is  carried  on  here. 
There  are  causes  which  add  to  this  repngnanee 
on  the  present  occasion.  The  debate  has  been 
continued  for  ^uch  a  length  of  time,  and  in  part 
has  been  conducted  with  so  much  asperity,  ^ift 
the  Dunds  of  all  have  become  fatigued,  sand  the 
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jmssions  of  manj  inflamed.  I  know,  and  I  dnlj 
^predate  the  difficulties  which,  nnder  such 
oiroumstancea,  sarroiind  and  face  the  speaker. 
But,  sir,  there  are  considerations  of  pnbhodaty, 
and  indiyidnal  propriety,  which  urge,  nay,  de- 
mand of  me,  to  ask  your  patience,  and  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  House,  while  I  present  to  you 
and  to  them  my  view  of  the  great  subjects  in- 
volyed  in  this  discussion. 

Mr.  Chairman,'  I  am  aware  that,  in  the  di&- 
Guasion  I  am  about  commencing,  I  shaU  render 
myself  obnoxious  to  the  wit  of  gentlemen  who 
think  that,  to  bring  into  riew  other  topics  than 
those  which  arise  out  of  the  details  of  the  bill 
now  on  your  taUe,  is  to  go  beyond  the  range  of 
legitimate  debate.  The  bill  contemplates  the 
raising  an  additional  military  force  of  twenty 
thousand  men ;  thus  increasing  the  Military  £»- 
tablishment,  or  the  standins  army  of  the  coun- 
try, to  upwards  of  fifty-five  thousand  men. 
Now,  sir,  with  the  details  of  this  bill  I  have 
nothing  to  do.  Nay,  I  will  confess  to  you  that 
I  like  the  bill  as  it  stands,  providing  for  enlist- 
ments, for  one  year  only,  better  than  I  should 
were  it  amended,  as  has  been  proposed,  by 
prolonging  the  terms,  precisely  for  tne  reason 
that  the  force  will  be  less  efficient  and  danger- 
ous, and  more  under  legislative  control.  I  med* 
die  not  with  the  fitness  of  the  instrument. 
That  is  the  bunness  of  other  men ;  but,  being 
opposed  to  the  continuance  of  the  war  offen- 
sively, as  I  was  to  its  commencement,  I  cannot 
consent  to  grant  any  farther  force  to  carry  it 
on.  The  (Hily  check,  or  control,  which  the 
Legislature  can  constitutionally  have  over  a 
war  after  it  is  begun,  is  in  withholding  the 
means;  and,  in  voting  the  means,  either  in  men 
or  money,  every  member  of  the  Legislature 
OQght  to  be  satisfied  of  the  necessity  of  proee- 
OQting  the  war. 

According  to  my  best  judgment,  sir,  this  war 
was  improperly  commenced,  and  it  is  unneces- 
aarily  continued ;  and  I  shall  now  proceed  to 
explain  the  groundsof  that  judgment  by  an  ex- 
amination of  the  causes  of  &e  war,  as  they  ex- 
isted at  its  commencement,  ana  as  they  now  re- 
main. As  this  is  the  first  time  the  subject  has 
been  brought  into  debate,  and,  indeed,  the 
earliest  opportunity  which  has  been  allowed,  of 
an  open  discussion,  I  am  sare  I  shall  be  pardcHied 
for  going  into  detail,  if  I  even  should  be  tedi- 
ous, as  I  know  I  shall  be  uninteresting.  It  is  a 
right  which  I  think  I  may  claim,  to  state  dis- 
tinctly my  reasons  and  motives  for  the  votes 
which  I  have  given,  and  may  give,  in  relation 
to  the  war,  after  what  has  been  said  in  this 
House,  and  out  of  it,  about  the  opposition  to  the 
Tiews  of  the  AdmimstTation. 

In  making  this  examination,  I  shall  pass  in 
review,  in  as  brief  a  manner  as  possible,  the 
three  c^eat  subjects  of  complaint  against  Great 
Britain;  her  orders  of  blockade,  her  Orders  in 
Council,  and  her  practice  of  impressment  But 
for  <me  or  all  of  these,  the  war  certainly  would 
not  have  been  declared ;  and  I  may  assume  that, 
for  but  one  or  all  of  these,  the  war  ought  not 


to  be  continued.  I  cannot,  indeed,  but  recol- 
lect, that  the  gentleman  fi-om  Louisiana  has 
mentioned  the  conquest  of  Canada,  and  of  the 
Floridaa,  as  causes  for  the  continuance  of  the 
war.  As  respects  the  Ganadas,  I  have  here- 
tofore understood  that  their  reduction  might 
be  a  Goneequenee  of  the  war,  but  never  nntU 
now  did  I  know  that  it  was  to  be  shifted  into 
a  cause  for  carrying  it  on.  And,  in  regard  to 
the  Floridaa,  I  will  not  consent  that  their  con- 
quest should,  in  the  existing  relations  of  this 
country,  be  either  a  cause  or  consequence  of 
war.  I  will  confess  to  you,  that  an-  invasion 
of  the  colonies  of  Spain  at  this  time,  under  the 
stale  excuses  of  convenience  (mt necessity,  strikes 
me  with  abhorrence.  It  is  not  only  against 
the  genius  of  our  Government,  and,  as  I  hope, 
the  character  of  our  people,  but,  if  persisted 
in,  will  be  a  foul  blot  in  our  national  history. 

[Here  the  speaker  entered  into  an  elaborate  doca« 
mentaiy  inyestigation  to  show  that  the  Decree  of 
Blockade,  and  the  Orders  in  Council,  were  not  ade- 
quate canaes  for  war  at  the  time  it  was  declared — and 
that  both  these  causes  had  since  ceased  to  exist,  the 
Orders  in  Comicil  having  been  revoked,  and  the 
fictitioos,  or  paper  blockades,  discontinued.] 

Impresanent  of  Seamen. — The  injury  done  to 
our  seamen  under  the  British  practice  of  im- 
preasment,  was  also  made  a  cause  of  the  war, 
and  to  the  eye,  at  least,  it  is  the  only  one  which 
now  remains. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  disousfiion  of  this  subject 
is  attended  with  adventitious  difficulties,  grow- 
ing out  (^  the  times  and  the  state  of  the  coun- 
try. The  public  mind,  in  some  sections  of  the 
Union,  is  in  such  a  feverish  state  on  this  ac- 
count, from  tales  oft  told  of  bondage  worse 
than  negro  slavery,  and  of  condemnation  with- 
out trial,  that  the  person  who  is  willing  to 
^^hear  the  other  party,*'  is  at  once  branded 
with  foreign  partialities,  and  threatened  with 
the  trial  by  mob.  Besides,  sir,  it  is  intimated 
that  a  negotiation  is  to  be  had,  or  may  possi- 
bly be  attempted,  which  may  be  affected  by 
an  open  discussion  of  the  topic.  In  point  of 
duty,  I  foel  myself  called  upon  to  take  some 
notice  of  the  subject,  but  my  view  of  it  will 
be  less  perfect  than  in  a  different  situation  I 
should  think  desirable. 

The  President,  in  the  war  Message,  thus  in- 
troduces the  subject:  ^"British  cruisers  have 
been  in  the  continued  practice  of  violating  the 
American  flag  on  the  great  highway  of  nations, 
and  of  seizing  and  carrying  off  persons  sailing 
under  it;  not  in  the  exercise  of  a  belligerent 
right,  founded  on  the  law  of  nations  against  an 
enemy,  but  of  a  municipal  prerogative  over 
Briti^  subjects."  As  this  does  not  present  the 
case  in  its  true  light,  I  shall,  for  the  purpose  of 
fairly  bringing  to  view  the  conflicting  claims  of 
the  two  nations,  give  you  an  extract  from  the 
letter  of  Mr.  Madison  to  Mr.  Monroe,  of  the  5th 
of  January,  1804,  containing  instructions  for  a 
treaty  with  Great  Britain :     "  With  this  exoep- 
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tion,  (persons  in  the  milita^  service  of  an  ene- 
my) we  consider  a  nentaral  flag  on  the  high  seas, 
as  a  safegnard  to  those  sailing  nnder  it.  Great 
Bntain,  on  the  contrary,  asserts  a  rio^  to  search 
for  and  seize  her  own  subjects ;  and  nnder  that 
cover,  as  cannot  bnt  happen,  are  often  seized 
and  taken  off,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
dtizens  or  subjects  of  other  neutral  countries, 
navigating  the  high  seas,  under  the  protection 
of  the  American  flag.'^ 

The  claim,  then,  on  the  part  of  the  British  is, 
that  in  time  of  war  they  have  a  right  to  enter 
neutral  merchant  vessels  on  the  high  seas,  to 
search  for  and  seize  their  subjects,  being  sea- 
men. On  our  part  it  is,  that  on  the  high  seas 
the  flag  shall  cover  and  protect  all  sailing  under 
it,  whether  British  subjects  or  American  citi* 
xens.  These  are  distinctly  the  claims  of  right 
on  the  part  of  the  two  nations,  and  I  shall  so 
consider  them,  without  regard  to  practice  apart 
from  right 

One  or  two  remarks,  sir,  before  I  enter  upon 
the  subject.  The  first  is,  that  I  do  not  mean  to 
moot  the  point,  relative  to  the  rights  of  our 
naturalized  citizens,  or  the  extent  of  our  duties 
towards  them.  But  this  I  will  say,  that  I  am 
willing  to  give  them  all  the  protection  which 
the  situation  of  the  countir  and  its  true  inter- 
eats  will  justify.  I  know  tnat  the  unruly,  pas- 
sions and  the  meddling  dispositions  of  some 
foreigners,  have  raised  preludices  in  the  minds 
of  many  persons  against  aU  foreigners.  But  I 
know,  also,  and  I  speak  without  ret^rence  to 
political  oninions  or  prejudices,  that  among  our 
naturalizea  citizens  are  to  be  found  men,  and 
many  men,  too,  of  great  worth  and  respectabili- 
ty, and  who  are  extensively  useM  to  the  coun- 
try. These  men  have  my  good  will,  and  it  is 
certainly  my  wish,  that  they  should  be  fostered 
and  protected,  as  far  as  it  can  be  done,  without 
putting  at  hazard  the  great  interests  and  the 
permanent  welfare  of  the  country.  But,  sir, 
to  this  dass  of  our  citizens,  the  claim  that  they 
are  to  be  protected  on  the  high  seas  by  our 
flag,  is  really  of  little  importance.  Our  claim 
never  was,  and  I  am  sure  never  will  be,  that 
they  are  to  be  protected,  if  they  put  themselves 
within  the  power  of  thdr  former  Sovereign, 
by  going  to  his  ports,  or  placing  themselves  on 
his  territories.  And  yet  such  is  the  state  of 
the  commerce  of  the  world,  iliat  it  can  scarce- 
ly happen  in  a  mercantile  voyage,  in  this  or  the 
other  hemisphere,  that  the  vessel  will  not  at 
some  time  be  in  a  British  port,  and  the  crew 
on  British  ground;  our  right  of  flag  will  not 
then  save  our  adopted  citizens  from  impresg- 
ment  For  the  slight  benefit,  therefore,  to  our 
naturalixed  citizens,  which  can  arise  under  our 
claim,  if  established,  I  am  sure  the  well-mean- 
ing and  reasonable  part  of  them  will  not  ask 
the  country  to  continue  the  war  on  their  ac- 
count. 

Another  remark  which  I  wish  to  make  is,  that 
I  am  most  decidedly  the  friend,  nay,  sir,  if  you 
please,  the  partisan,  of  the  seamen'of  the  coun- 
try.   I  have  no  doubt  that  this  nation  is  destin- 


ed to  be  a  great  maritime  power;  and  that,  in 
times  not  very  far  distant,  we  are  to  owe  our 
prosperity,  as  a  commercial  people,  and  poosU 
bly,  under  Providence,  our  security,  to  our 
seamen.  I  am  therefore  a  friend  to  ^aeamea^s 
rights,"  properiy  understood  and  fedrly  enforc- 
ed ;  but  this  shall  not  blind  me  to  the  ri^ts  of 
others.  Besides,  in  a  war  to  be  carried  on  for 
seamen  alone,  and  that,  too,  on  the  abstract 
question  of  the  right  of  S^y  I  can  see  great 
danger  to  the  seamen  in  their  Just  clums  to 
protection;  and,  I  must  beg  wkt  frienda,]! 
and  out  of  this  House,  to  reflect  before  they 
act  As  surely  as  the  war  is  continaed  on  thii 
ground  alone,  so  surely  will  seamen  become 
unpopular,  and- their  rights  be  neglected.  Wboi 
the  evils  of  the  war  press  upon  the  eonatiy, 
and  press  they  will ;  when  the  many  lives  sacri- 
ficed, and  the  countless  millions  expended,  shall 
be  brought  to  view,  is  it  not  to  be  apprdiended 
that  seamen  and  their  claim  will  be  remember- 
ed, only  as  the  cause  of  the  scenes  of  expenn 
and  blood  through  which  we  are  to  paast  It 
is  not  dealing  fairly  with  our  aeamen,  to  make 
them  the  scape-goats  of  this  war. 

The  British  then  daira  the  right,  in  time  of 
war,  to  take  their  seamen  out  of  neutral  mei^ 
chant  vessels  on  the  high  seas. 

Ib  iku  elaim  a  nowl  one  t  That  the  daira 
is  novel,  is  certainly  intimated  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Foreign  Rektions,  when  they  say  that 
the  impressment  of  which  we  complain,  is  **  a 
practice  which  has  been  unceasingly  maintain- 
ed by  Great  Britain  in  the  wars  to  which  ^ 
has  been  a  party  since  our  RevolntioB.^  In- 
deed, it  has  been  meet  roundly  asserted,  and  by 
many  it  is  believed,  that  the  British  claim  was 
made  for  the  first  time  after  our  war ;  that  it 
originated  in  views  hostile  to  our  oommerGe 
and  maritime  rights  ;  and  that  in  practice  it  is 
only  bronght  to  bear  upon  us.  In  truth,  how- 
ever, whatever  may  be  the  justice  of  the  dabn, 
it  is  not.  a  recent  one.  It  has,  in  a  greater  or 
less  degree,  been  practised  on  in  all  the  wars  in 
which  England  has  been  engaged  for  the  two 
last  centuries. 

The  instructions  to  armed  ships  are  not  fi«- 
quentiy  made  public;  bnt  it  so  happen^ thai 
we  have  in  print  an  instruction  on  this  veiy 
point,  given  in  1646,  by  the  Earl  of  Northom- 
berland,  Lord  High  A<hniral  of  England,  to  Sir 
John  Pennington,  which  goes  beyond  the  pres- 
ent claim  :  "  As  you  meet  widi  any  men  of 
war,  merchants,  or  other  ships,  belonging  to  aiqr 
foreign  Prince  or  State  in  any  road  where  you, 
or  any  of  His  Migesty'a  fleet,  may  ha|if)ea  to 
come,  you  are  to  send  to  see  whether  tlvere  be 
any  of  His  Miyesty*s  subjects  on  board ;  and  if 
any  seamen,  gunners,  pilot8,or  marines,  (whcdier 
English,  Scotch,  or  Irish,)  be  found  on  board, 
you  are  to  cause  such  of  hia  Migesty^s  anljecli 
to  be  taken  forth,  and  so  disposed  of  as  they 
shall  be  forthcoming,  to  answer  their  oonteiD]^ 
of  His  Migesty's  proclamation  in  that  kiad.^ 
These  instructions  were  modified  in  the  reagn  of 
Charles  Uie  Seccmd,  so  as  to  exdnda  pabiie 
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armed  Teasela,  and  with  this  modifioation  they 
have  come  down  to  the  present  times.  If  it 
were  at  all  necessary  to  the  pnrposes  of  my  ar- 
gament,  I  might  show  that  this  right  has  been 
exercised  both  towards  France  and  Holland, 
long  before  we  had  existence  as  a  nation. 
Their  vessels  have  been  seurohed,  and  British 
sea&en  taken  from  them.  Bot  enough  has 
been  said  to  prove  that  the  claim,  if  m^nst,  is 
not  novel. 

li  the  claim  peeuHar  to  tke  British  f  I  am 
justified  in  sajring  that  this  claim,  in  time  of  war, 
to  search  for  and  seize  seamen  in  neutral  mer- 
chant vessels,  on  the  high  seas,  has  been  made 
and  exercised  by  every  maritime  nation  in 
Europe.  To  be  more  particular — ^I  aseert,  and 
stand  ready  to  prove,  that  it  has  been  made  and 
enforced  by  France  as  well  as  England,  and  is 
now.  It  would  be  a  waste  of  time  to  go  ver^ 
much  at  large  into  the  Ft^nch  usages  on  this 
subject.  I  propose  to  do  little  more  than  to 
refer  to  one  or  two  French  ordinances,  and 
then  show  from  our  State  papers  their  practi- 
etX  application  to  us. 

By  the  French  laws,  and  they  are  ancient 
laws,  the  seamen  of  the  country  are  all  classed, 
and  enrolled,  and  licensed.  In  1784,  an  edict 
was  made  which  is  still  in  force,  declaring,  that 
any  classed  seaman,  who  shaU,  in  time  of  peace, 
be  found  serving  in  foreign  ships,  shall  be  sen- 
tenced to  fifteen  days'  confinement,  and  reduced 
to  the  lowest  wages,  and  serve  two  years  extra- 
ordinary at  tlie  lowest  rate ;  but  those  who,  in 
time  of  war,  shall  be  arrested  in  foreign  ships, 
or  passing  into  foreign  countries,  shall  be  sen- 
tenced to  three  years'  service  in  the  gaUeys. 
Under  the  authority  of  this,  and  sunilar  ordi- 
nances, the  French  have  taken  their  seamen  out 
of  our  vessels,  and  in  some  instances  our  sea- 
men with  them. 

3£r.  Chairman,  the  first  proof  relative  to  the 
committee,  is  the  impressment  document  of 
January  last,  known  to  the  American  people  as 
the  6,057  document.  The  Secretary  of  State, 
Mr.  Monroe,  at  the  close  of  the  introductory  re- 
port, says,  **it  is  equally  impossible,  from  the 
vrant  of  precise  returns,  to  make  an  accurate 
report  of  the  names  or  number  of  citiufM  efl^ 
United  States,  mho  hcne  been  eompeUed  to  enter 
into  the  French  servieej  or  are  held  in  capticity 
under  the  authority  iff  that  GooemmejU^  whe- 
ther taken  from  vessels  captured  on  the  hiffh 
seaa,  or  seized  in  rivers,  ports,  or  harbors ;  me 
names  of  a  few  only,  greatly  below  the  number 
believed  to  be  so  detained,  being  within  the 
knowledge  of  this  Department  A  detail  there- 
fore is  not  attempted,  with  respect  to  this  part 
of  the  call  of  the  Blouse  of  Bepresentatives." 
Tea,  sir.  it  is  known  to  the  Administration,  that 
8ome  of  our  dtizens  have  been  compelled  to  en- 
ter into  the  service  of  the  French  Emperor,  while 
others  are  held  in  captivity  by  him.  Asl^  how- 
ever, for  their  names,  and  you  have  for  answer, 
that  all  the  persons  detained  are  not  known 
to  the  Government,  and  therefore  it  cannot  be 
material  that  you  should  have  the  names  of 


any.  Say  to  gentlemen,  here  is  a  case  of  Anier* 
loan  rights  violated,  and  you  will  be  told,  that 
the  ii^nry,  in  practice,  is  not  of  sufficient  impor- 
tance to  justify  strong  measures  against  the 
French  Government.  Be  it  so.  But  attempt 
to  prove  to  the  same  gentlemen,  that  the  prac- 
tical operation  of  British  blockades  and  Orders 
in  Coundl,  is  not  such  as  to  require  war,  vou 
will  then  hear,  that  it  is  necessary  to  fight 
about  the  prixvciple. 

I  have  one  other  paper  to  lay  before  the  com* 
mittee,  on  this  subject.  For  some  years  back, 
the  information  about  French  impressments  has 
l>een  general  and  vague,  or  altogether  withheld. 
Formerly  this  was  otherwise.  In  a  report  re- 
specting the  impressment  of  seamen  in  1797, 
made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  this  House, 
on  the  27th  of  February,  1798,  we  have  the 
names  of  upwards  of  twenty  American  citizens, 
taken  out  of  American  vessels,  on  the  high  seas, 
by  French  privateers.  We  have  more,  sir. 
This  same  report  states,  that  two  French  seamen 
named  Lewis  had  been  impressed  from  on  board 
the  American  ship  Bryseis  by  a  French  Oom- 
modore^s  ship ;  that  Francis  Gibbons,  a  native  of 
France,  but  married  and  resident  at  New  Lon- 
don in  Oonnectiout,wa8  impressd  from  the  Amer- 
ican ship  Edward,  at  Rochefort,  by  authority  of 
the  French  Bepublic,  and  put  on  board  a 
French  ship  of  war :  and  that  Henry  Doughty, 
an  AmericiEm,  was  impressed  at  sea  from  the 
American  brig  Elsa  by  the  French  frigates 
Lapancy  and  Thetis.  I  could  instance  other 
cases,  but  these  are  sufficient  to  show,  that 
neither  the  daim  nor  the  exercise  of  it  is  pecu- 
liar to  the  Britidi. 

If  this  right,  or  daim  of  right,  however,  is 
made  a  mere  pretext  by  any  nation  to  seize  and 
detain  our  seamen,  I  am  wUling  to  allow  that 
it  would  be  a  cause  of  war.  But  even  in  this 
case,  war  ought  not  to  be  waged  until  we  have 
done  our  duty  to  our  seamen  and  the  offending 
nation,  by  making  suitable  regulations  to  pre- 
vent the  employment  of  the  seamen  of  such 
nation.  Have  we  done  this,  as  respects  Great 
Britain?  Perhaps  some  such  regulation  is  to 
be  found  in  the  law  which  defines  what  vessel 
is  an  American  vessel,  and  which,  as  such,  is 
entitled  to  hoist  our  fiag.  Look  at  it,  sir.  Ac- 
cording to  the  act  of  December,  1792,  an  Amer- 
ican ship  is  one  wholly  owned  by  an  American 
citizen,  and  conunanded  by  a  i^erson  also  a 
citizen.  The  crew  may  be  all  foreigners — all 
Englishmen,  if  you  please — all  English  deserters. 
In  this,  therdbre,  we  find  no  security  to  the 
British  Government. 

But,  we  have  also  the  law  of  May,  1796, 
wMch  provides,  that  the  collectors  may  register 
seamen  calling  themselves  American,  and  grant 
certificates  of  citizenship.  Out  of  tliia  law,  it 
is  presumed,  has  grown  tne  practice  of  granting 
protections,  as  they  are  called — ^papers  procured 
from  notaries  and  magistrates,  otttimes  on  the 
most  barefaced  peijuries,  and  always  considered 
as  a  species  of  negotiable  property  for  value 
received.    Sir,  these  protections,  in  their  abuse^ 
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are  a  scandal  to  tlie  nation.  It  bus  made  false 
swearing  an  employment,  and  the  granting  of 
false  papers  a  business.  Tbe  price  of  sucb  a 
paper  is  as  well  known  in  the  great  seaport 
towns  as  is  that  of  jonr  stocks.  All  ages  and 
complexions  and  tongues  may  have  this  badge  of 
citizenship,  by  paying  the  charges  in  such  cases 
provided.  If  this,  however,  was  not  so;  if 
protections  were  only  granted  to  real  Amer- 
icans; it  is  difficult  to  see  how  this  is  to  pre- 
vent the  employment  of  British  sailors.  It  is 
not  necessary-fthat  the  persons  navigating  an 
American  vessel  should  have  them. 

This  act  of  ours  was  presented  to  the  British 
GovQ^ment  by  lyO*.  Kmg,  in  January,  179T, 
and  Lord  Grenville,  on  the  27th  of  March  fol- 
lowing, in  a  manner  highly  conciliatory,  and 
certainly  with  much  force,  stated  specific  ol^eo- 
tions  to  the  law.  The  Executive,  when  in  July 
last  he  answered  the  call  of  the  Senate  for 
papers  relative  to  impressments,  omitted  this 
ktter  of  Lord  Grenville,  but  he  gives  a  letter 
from  the  then  Secretary  of  State,  to  our  Minister 
at  the  British  Court,  of  the  third  of  October, 
1797,  in  which  the  force  of  the  objections 
seems  to  be  admitted:  ^^Lord  GrenvilWs  ob- 
servations on  the  act  of  Congress  for  the  relief 
and  protection  of  American  seamen,  present 
difficulties  which  demand  consideration  at  the 
ensuing  session."  Nothing  was,  however,  done 
at  tha(  or  any  future  session.  In  truth,  we 
have  done  nothing  to  prevent  the  employment 
of  British  seamen  in  our  public  or  private  ships ; 
and  they  are  to  be  found  in  both.  And  yet, 
with  this  £act  staring  us  in  the  facei  we  are 
called  upon  to  say  that  the  war  is  altogether 
just  on  our  part  I 

It  will  probably  be  urged  that  tlie  British 
practice  under  this  claim,  in  its  application  to 
us,  was  sufficient  to  prove  that  the  reclamation 
of  their  seamen  was  not  so  much  the  object  of 
a^  British  Government,  as  the  seizure  of  our 
seafaring  citizens :  that  it  had  become  so  out- 
rageous as  not  only  to  justify,  but  to  require 
war.  Without,  sir,  meaning  to  excuse  or  to 
palliate  the  taking  even  the  cabin  boy,  if  done 
knowingly  and  wittingly ;  and  being  willing  to 
admit,  that  about  the  period  of  the  attack  on 
the  Chesapeake,  we  had  much  and  serious  cause 
to  complain  on  the  subject,  I  must  be  permitted 
to  say  that  I  have  not  evidence  to  satisfy  me, 
that  when  we  declared  war,  the  practice  of  the 
British  was  such  as  to  prove  that  the  daim  on 
their  part  was  a  mere  pretext  to  take  our 
Bailors.  In  truth,  I  believe,  if  the  Administra- 
tion have  not  deceived  themselves  on  tills  sub- 
ject, that  they  have  attempted  a  gross  deception 
on  the  public. 

The  instructions  given  at  this  day,  by  the 
British  Admiralty  to  a  naval  commander,  on 
this  sul^ect,  du'ects  him,  *^  when  he  meets  with 
any  foreign  ship  or  vessel,  to  send  a  lieutenant 
to  inquire  whetner  there  may  be  on  board  of 
her  any  seamen  who  are  the  subjects  of  His 
Msgesty ;  and  if  there  be,  to  demand  them,  pro- 
*  vided  it  does  not  distress  the  ship ;  he  is  to  de- 


mand their  wages  up  to  the  day  ^  but  be  is  to 
do  this  without  detaining  the  yessel  longer  than 
shall  be  necessary,  or  offering  any  violence  to, 
or  in  any  wi^  Ill-treating  tiie  master  or  his 
crew."  Mr,  Monroe  may  perhaps  reoogoise  in 
this,  the  instructions  shown  to  him  after  his 
arrangement,  and  of  which  he  dedared  him' 
self  satisfied;  but  whether  he  does  or  not,  it 
must  be  conceded  that  it  provides  for  a  modor- 
ate  exercise  of  the  right.  The  person  who  is 
to  make  the  search  is  an  <^oer  of  some  stand- 
ing ;  he  18  only  to  take  seamen  who  are  Britieh 
subjects,  exdoding  thereby,  not  merely  our 
citizttii^  but  all  foreigners;  and  he  k  not  to 
take  even  British  seamen,  ii^  by  it,  he  destroys 
the  crew,  or  endangers  the  veaseL  AUowiog 
tbe  right  to  exist,  it  is  difiknlt  more  fairiy  to 
regulate  its  exercise. 

But  it  may  be  urged  that  the  practice  of  the 
Britidi  commanders  does  not  oorre^Kind  with 
theae  instructions;  that  they  search  and  earn 
at  large,  according  to  their  will  and  pleasure. 
I  know,  sir,  that  tibe  habits  and  education  of  a 
military  man,  not  unfrequentiy  make  him  act  as 
if  power  and  right  meant  the  same  thing :  and 
I,  therefore,  have  no  doubt  that  there  have  beea 
abuses.  But  I  do  most  conscientiously  believe 
that  these  abuses  have  been  greatly  mi^iiiified, 
and  are,  even  by  the  well  meaning^  vastly  over- 
rated. I  am  aware  that  I  shall  be  refmed  to 
the  impressment  document  of  last  sesaoo. 
This  document,  sir,  is  so  illy  understood,  and 
has  been  the .  source  of  so  much  misrepresenta- 
tion, that  I  must  be  aUowed  slightiy  to  review 
it 

The  Secretary,  in  the  report  says,  that  the 
list  transmitted  had  been  received  from  our 
agent  at  London,  and  **  contains  the  names  of 
American  seamen  and  dtiaens  who  have  been 
impressed  and  held  in  bondage  in  His  Britamiio 
Majesty's  ships  of  war,  for  the  several  quarien 
of  1809  and  1810."  The  list  is  headed,  "^  A  re- 
turn or  list  of  American  seamen  and  dtizeos 
who  have  been  impressed  and  hdd  on  board  of 
His  Britannic  Majesty's  ships  of  war,  from  1st 
of  April  to  the  80th  of  June,  inclusively,'^  and 
so  of  tiie  other  quarters.  Now  the  plain  mean- 
ing of  this  is,  if  any  meaning  it  baa,  that  the 
persons  whose  names  were  thus  sent  to  ua  weie 
impressed  and  made  to  serve  on  board  Britiih 
armed  ships,  at  some  period  in  the  years  1809 
and  1810.  Indeed,  this  has  been  so  stated  la 
tbis  House,  and  in  the  Administration  prints 
And  yet  the  most  supm^dal  examination  wi& 
show  that  tills  is  not  true.  Let  me  read  to  yo« 
one  or  two  names :  ^^4868.  David  Wiley."  la 
the  column  of  the  "  result  <^  applicatiaDs  aad 
remarks,"  we  have  this  explanation  of  his  case ; 
^*  Impressed  on  shore  at  Kew  Brunawick,  and 
taken  on  board  the  Plumper,  was  detained 
two  days,  when  the  commander  put  him  en 
board  a  yessel  bound  to  Aberdeen,  from  tbcnee 
worked  his  passage  to  London,  and  appeared  A 
this  office  29th  August,  1806 ;  ia  oTideBtlT  aa 
American.  Discharged."  Here,  then,  we  have 
a  man  who  was  not  on  board  a  Brittah  diip  ia 
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1809,  and  whose  "  bondage"  did  not  probably 
continue  more  than  two  days. 

Again,  "  4986.  Richard  Butler,  representing 
himMlf  of  Petersburg,  Pennsylvania.  Impress- 
ed 1797  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  from  the 
Mercury  of  Baltimore,  and  detained  on  board 
the  Garland."  Remark :  ^*  Remained  on  board 
tlie  Garland  two  months,  then  draughted  to  the 
Tremendous,  in  which  he  served  two  and  a  lidf 
years,  was  then  discharged ;  has  never  received 
his  wages  or  prize-money ;  says  he  was  well 
used  on  board  both  ships.  Was  discharged  as 
an  American  citizen  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ; 
his  pay  and  prize-money  lists  were  given  to  the 
consul  at  the  Cape.  DiBchm-ged."  This  man, 
therefore,  acooroing  to  the  statement  of  our 
Consul,  so  far  from  having  been  impressed  and 
held  on  board  a  British  ship  in  1809,  had  been 
impressed  in  1797,  and  discharged  in  1799.  I 
might,  sir,  give  you  noiany  other  cases  equally 
strong,  but  these  are  sufficient  to  prove  that, 
by  design  or  mistake,  the  document  is  wrongly 
headed;  that  the  persons  named  in  the  list 
were  not  all  on  board  British  ships  in  1809  and 
1810 ;  and,  therefore,  that,  in  its  general  results. 
It  does  not  show  the  state  of  the  British  practice 
in  those  years. 

In  truth,  the  list  is  nothing  more  than  the 
return  of  the  names  of  persons  who,  within  the 
year,  had  applied  to  Mr.  Lyman,  our  Consul 
and  agent  for  seamen,  for  protections  against 
future,  or  for  his  aid  in  getting  released  from 
present  impressment  It  was  his  duty,  as  I  do 
not  doubt  it  was  made  his  interest,  to  receive 
all  applications,  and  when  necessary,  to  lay 
them  before  the  proper  British  authority.  Jew 
and  Greek,  Turk  and  Christian,  the  growth  of 
our  own  soil,  and  the  produce  of  other  coun- 
tries, all  threw  themselves  upon  Mr.  Lyman, 
and  he,  laboring  in  his  vocation^  granted  patents 
of  citizenship,  or  made  his  claim  on  the  British 
Admiralty,  Sir,  there  is  not  a  man  who,  in 
practice  or  by  inquiry,  has  made  himself  ac- 
quainted with  the  manner  in  which  this  busi- 
ness is  transacted,  but  knows  that  manv  foreign- 
er^who  never  saw  this  country,  or  sailed  under 
its  flag,  have  attempted,  by  application  to  our 
agents  abroad,  to  shield  themselves  against 
British  impressment.  ^  The  Secretary  of  State, 
Mr.  Monroe,  needs  no  information  on  this  sub- 
ject^ having  himself  resided  in  London  as  our 
Siinister.  It  was  the  duty  of  our  agent  to  send 
home  some  account  of  his  procee£nga,  and  I 
have  no  objection  to  his  making  such  a  list  as 
we  have  before  us.  But  I  do  object  to  its  being 
palmed  on  the  American  nation  as  a  true  history 
of  British  impressments  affecting  our  people 
and  nation.  1  pray  you  look  at  this  list.  In 
the  year  commencing  in  April,  1809,  and  end- 
ing in  March,  1810,  we  have  about  nine  hun- 
dred and  fortv  names;  and  of  these,  about 
seven  hundred  are  given  with  blanks  in  the 
columns  for  the  "  towns  and  States  of  which 
they  represent  themselves  to  be  citizens^' — 
"  when  impressed  "^ — "  where  impressed  " — 
"  ships  from  whence  taken" — "nations" — 
Vol.  IV.— 43 


"  mastersw"  The  time  and  the  result  of  the  ap- 
plication are  only  given.  And  from  these  en- 
tries in  Mr.  Lyman^s  book  you  are  called  upon 
to  admit  that  the  applicant  was  an  American, 
and  that  he  was- impressed  in  the  year  1809  by 
the  British,  on  the  high  seas,  out  of  an  American 
vessel.    Really,  this  is  asking  too  much. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  examined  the  list  from 
April,  1809,  to  April,  1810,  with  great  atten- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  number 
of  impressments  which  took  place  in  that  year, 
and  I  will  now  make  to  you  one  or  two  state- 
ments, which  may  cast  some  light  on  the  sub«> 
ject  of  the  British  practice.  The  number 
which,  by  the  list,  appears  to  have  been  im- 
pressed in  that  year,  is  one  hundred.  It  will 
be  understood  that  in  this  number  I  do  not  in- 
clude those  whose  names  are  carried  out  in 
blank,  as  has  been  stated.  It  is  uncertain 
whether  such  persons  ever  were  impressed; 
and,  at  all  events,  it  is  fair  to  presume,  that 
their  service  on  board  British  ships  had  com- 
menced before  1809,  or  otherwise  there  could 
be  no  difficulty  in  giving  dates.  Of  the  one 
hundred,  seventy-six  were  discharged,  and  six 
had  deserted,  leaving  less  than  twenty  to  be 
accounted  for. 

Another  result :  Of  the  persons  thus  taken,- 
fifty-seven  were  impressed  on  shore,  and  forty- 
three  at  sea.  Again :  Thirty  of  these  seamen, 
when  impressed,  made  part  of  the  crews  of 
British  vessels,  and  thirty-four  American  ves- 
seL? ;  and  of  the  thirty-four,  twelve  were  taken 
on  land;  leaving  about  twenty-two  persons 
taken  from  American  vesseb  on  the  high  seas. 
It  is  possible,  sir,  that  in  these  statements  I  may 
not  be  perfectiy  accurate ;  I  am  certain,  how- 
ever, that  I  am  substantially  so. 

I  do  not  mean  to  represent  that  this  is  a  full 
account  of  all  the  impressments  which  took 
place  in  1809 ;  on  the  contrary,  I  admit  that  it 
is  not.  Many  impressments  were  certainly 
made  of  persons  undeniably  British  subjects, 
who  would  scarcely  think  of  applying  to  Mr. 
Lyman,  and  will  not,  therefore,  be  found  in  his 
book.  Many  persons,  also,  having  a  right  to 
his  interference,  were  not  then  known  to  him. 
My  object  in  making  these  explanations,  was  to 
show  that  the  6,057  document  does  not  furnish 
such  strong  evidence  of  British  aggression  as 
has  been  supposed. 

The  number  of  our  seamen  impressed  by  the 
British  has  been  so  varioudy  represented,  that 
I  have,  from  motives  of  curiosity  as  well  aa 
duty,  been  desirous  to  arrive  at  something  like 
a  reasonable  certainty  on  the  subjects  We  hear 
of  ten,  twenty,  nay,  forty  thousand  of  our  citi- 
zens, confined  in  the  floating  dungeons  of  Great 
Britain,  fighting  her  batties  against  their  will. 
The  evidence  of  this,  however,  is  only  to  be 
found  in  the  imagination  of  gentlemen.  It  is 
the  old  story  over  agun,  of  the  ^six  men  in 
buckram.*'  In  part  representing  the  greatest 
commercial  State  in  the  Union,  it  may  be  ex* 
pected  that  I  have  some  personal  knowledge  oa 
this  subject,  but  indeed  I  have  none  such  tc^ 
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give.  Is  there  not  in  this  some  proof  that  the 
evil  has  been  magnified  ?  I  have  sought  for  in- 
formation in  quarters  where  only  it  is  to  be 
found,  among  the  shipping  merchants  and  ship 
owners  of  the  country.  I  will  now  furnish  you 
with  the  opinion  of  an  intelligent  gentleman 
from  Marblehead,  whose  means  of  information 
are  ample,  and  whose  veracity  will  not  be 
doubted.  I  mean  my  friend  from  Massachu- 
setts, who  sits  before  me.  (Mr.  Reed.)  He  has 
favored  me  with  this  statement. 

**  In  answer  to  your  inqtury  relative  to  the  Beamen 
of  Marblehead,  I  have  to  remark  that  the  average 
shipping  of  that  port,  for  the  last  twen^  years,  may 
be  estimated  at  aboot  19,006  tons,  of  which  it  is  fair 
to  calculate  ten  thousand  tons  were  employed  in 
forei^  commerce,  and  the  residue  in  the  ^heries 
and  in  the  coasting  trade.  Allowing  six  men  to 
aveiy  hundred  tons,  which  is  the  usual  estimate,  it 
gives  an  average  of  eleven  hundred  and  seventy-dx 
seamen  in  all,  and  six  hundred  in  our  foreign  trade, 
each  year;  the  number  of  seamen,  thererare,  em- 
ployed from  Marblehead  for  the  last  twenty  years, 
must  have  been  considerable,  say  five  thousand.  I 
have  resided  at  that  place  nearly  twenty  years,  and, 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  time,  have  been 
actively  engaged  in  commerce.  According  to  my 
own  recollection,  aided  by  that  of  others  who  have 
the  best  means  of  information,  I  do  not  believe  that 
twenty  of  the  seamen  of  Marblehead,  native  or  na- 
toralixed,  have  been  impressed  by  the  British  within' 
the  twenty  years,  and  it  is  not  known  that  one  has 
been  demanded  without  being  released." 

As  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  Marble- 
head has  been  more  fortunate  with  respect  to 
impressments  than  other  places,  we  have  here 
Bomething  whereby  to  form  an  estimate  of  the 
number  of  our  seamen  taken  by  the  British. 
My  own  conviction  is,  that  the  American  sea- 
men, impressed  and  held  by  the  British,  at  the 
commencement  of  this  war,  did  not  much  ex- 
ceed five  hundred  in  all,  and  certainly  did  not 
amount  to  one  thousand.  Permit  me,  sir,  to 
mention  one  circumstance  which  spea^  loudly 
on  this  subject.  If  the  practice  of  impressment 
had  been  as  outrageous  as  has  been  repreaented, 
it  must  have  fallen  with  great  force  on  the  East- 
em  States,  as  it  is  there  tiie  mass  of  our  seamen 
are  found.  We  are  then  to  expect  much  feeling 
and  passion  on  this  account  The  war  must  be 
popular  when  the  cause  of  it  is  brought  home 
to  every  man's  door.  No  such  thing,  sir.  The 
war  is  confessedly  odious  there.  It  is  in  States 
where  seamen  never  grew  that  the  war  has  its 
•trongest  advocates.  It  is  there  that  you  prin- 
dpaliy  find  the  dark  pictures  of  sailors'  suffer- 
ings, and  hear  the  loud  and  long  appeals  to  the 
sympathies  and  passions  of  the  people  about 
seamen's  rights  and  seamen's  injuries. 

I  have  now,  sir,  finished  the  remarks  which  I 
intended  to  make  on  the  British  claim  and 
practice  of  impressment  We  have  for  years 
past  had  so  much  idle  declamation  on  the  sub- 
ject, that  a  dispassionate  investigation  of  it 
appeared  to  me  to  be  called  for.  In  the  course 
of  these  remarks,  I  have  attempted  to  show 
that  the  claim  was  neither  novel  nor  peculiar, 


and  it  is  not  wholly  unsupported  by 
that  our  true  interest  calls  more  for  a  &ir  rego- 
lation  of  the  practice  than  an  abandcmment  of 
the  rights ;  and  that  the  conduct  of  the  British, 
of  lat^  has  been  such  as  to  warrant  an  opinion, 
that  an  arrangement  may  be  made,  havmg  for 
its  object  a  proper  regcdation  of  the  practioe, 
leaving  the  rights  of  both  natlona,  whatever 
they  may  be,  untouched.  Sir,  with  this  view 
of  Uie  sumect^  it  is  not  possible  for  me  to  oonsent 
to  the  adoption  of  measures,  having  for  their 
object  the  further  prosecution  of  the  war  offen- 
sively on  our  part ;  and  I  cannot,  therefore,  vote 
for  the  bill  on  your  table.  The  war  has  not 
yet  assumed  a  character.  We  have,  indeed, 
added  much,  and  are  about  to  add  more,  to  the 
public  debt  Already  a  portion  of  our  dtisens 
are  burdened  with  oppressive  exactiona  in  the 
form  of  duties,  and  heavy  taxes  are  staring  aH 
in  the  face.  But  yet  our  homes  and  altars  re- 
main safe  and  unpolluted.  Let  us  seixe  this  mo- 
ment to  give  the  nation  peace,  and  the  people 
happiness.  This  is  the  appointed  time,  and  if 
we  do  not  improve  it,  I  fear  my  countsry  is  to 
suffer  in  its  prosperity  and  itsinstitntiona.  For 
Heaven's  sake  let  us  pause  I 

Mr.  Maoon  said  after  fiuling  in  his  attempt  to 
amend  the  bill,  he  had  considered  it  <^  very 
little  importance;  indeed,  in  its  present  form, 
he  was  not  anxious  whether  it  passed  or  not ; 
and  he  had  intended  not  to  have  troubled  the 
committee  on  the  subject,  but  the  strange  course 
which  the  debate  had  taken  had  called  him  up 
almost  against  his  own  consent  He  oouM  troly 
say  tliat  he  would  not  hove  offered  a  word  to 
the  committee,  had  not  those  who  oppose  the 
bill  hftve  brought  into  the  discuarion  French  in- 
fluence, operating  by  a  sort  of  mag^c  on  evefy 
act  of  the  Executive.  The  conduct  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive had  undergone  the  strictest  scmtiny  by 
these  gentlemen,  and  their  own  arguments 
would,  in  his  opinion,  convince  every  impartial 
man,  that  it  had  been  perfectiy  iaxr  and  uptight 
to  aU  foreign  nations;  the  least  attention  to  the 
documents,  which  have  from  time  to  time  been 
published,  would  also  convince  every  man  cf 
it,  and  satisfy  all  that  the  great  object  of  the 
Government  had  been  peace,  and  that  peace 
was  maintained  until  it  cduld  no  longer  bedoM 
without  surrendering  almost  every  natioBal 
right  worth  preserving.  Mr.  M.  said  he  would 
endeavor  in  his  observations  to  follow  the  ex- 
ample which  had  been  set  the  last  two  dayi: 
not  to  utter  a  word  to  wound  the  fedings  of 
any  one ;  nor  would  he  refer  to  the  doonments, 
because  every  member  possessed  them,  and  thej 
had  been  published  for  the  information  of  the 
people;  and  he  was  sure  that  the  oonumtt«e 
must  be  tired  with  hearing  a  sentence  here,  and 
a  paragraph  there,  read  from  thenL  The  trie 
way  to  understand  them  was  to  read  tht 
whole.  But  he  had  never  been  in  the  practice 
of  making  many  quotations  from  books  or  doe- 
nments,  and  he  thought  it  unnecessary  to  make 
any  now.  He  was  clearly  of  opmion  that  th« 
gentlemen  who  were  opposed  to  the  Admuiie- 
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tration  had  the  right  to  say  whatever  they 
thought  of  it,  and  to  select  the  subject  on  which 
they  woald  speak ;  and  as  they  had  made  the 
selection,  he  hoped  they  would  have  an  oppor- 
tunity now  to  deliver  their  sentiments.  He, 
however,  regretted  that  they  had  selected  this 
bill ;  beoanse,  of  all  the  biUs  which  may  be 
brought  before  the  House  the  present  session, 
not  one,  he  thooght,  would  require  despatch 
more  than  this.  The  loss  of  a  day  now  may  be 
the  loss  of  the  next  campaign.  He  had  expected 
that  this  general  debate,  which  seems  to  in- 
clude every  thing  but  the  biU^  would  have 
been  delayed  until  the  loan  should  be  under 
discussion. 

The  points  made  in  the  debate  seem  to  be : 
impressment;  the  right  to  expatriate ;  the  right 
to  naturalize ;  and  French  influence;  neither  of 
which  have  any  connection  with  the  bill,  which 
is  to  raise  troops  for  one  year.  Sir,  said  Mr.  M., 
I  will  not  retort  a  charge  of  British  influence, 
and  so  balance  one  assertion  against  the  other, 
because  I  do  not  believe  that  there  is  much  of 
either  in  the  nation ;  but  if  I  was  to  say  there 
was  none,  I  should  not  say  what  I  believe.  Peo- 
ple may  honestly  differ  in  opinion  as  to  the 
effect  which  the  success  of  England  or  France 
over  the  other  might  have  on  the  interests  of 
the  United  States,  without  being  under  the  in- 
fluence of  either;  and  this,  no  doubt,  is  the 
case  with  thousands. 

I  will,  before  I  proceed  further,  notice  some  of 
the  observations  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Emott.)  If  I  have  not  undw- 
stood  him  or  any  other  gentleman  correctly,  I 
hope  that  I  shall  be  corrected;  because  it  is  my 
sincere  desire  to  state  their  statements  fairly; 
and  it  is  not  always  possible  to  take  down  their 
own  words.  He  sidd,  if  there  was  any  English  in- 
fluence, it  was  the  influence  of  Locke  and  Sid- 
ney. As  well  might  he  have  spoken  of  the  in- 
fluence of  any  other  patriots  who  lived  before 
Tis.  Their  influence  wiU  be  respected  wherever 
their  works  shall  be  read ;  but  that  sort  of  in^ 
fluence  is  not  the  influence  of  which  we  have 
heard  so  much,  and  which  I  intend  hereafter  to 
notice.  He  also  mentioned  the  influence  which 
drove  the  first  settlers  to  Plymouth.  Tes,  sir, 
that  influence  was  truly  British,  and  that  sort 
of  influence  Great  Britain  has  been  exercising 
ever  since  the  first  settlers,  by  their  own  in- 
dustry and  exertions,  got  into  a  situation  to  be 
useful  to  her;  and  ^t  influence,  or  rather 
that  persecution,  compelled  the  first  settlers  of 
Carolina  to  leave  the  other  provinces,  and  to 
settle  a  second  time  in  the  woods,  and,  as  soon 
as  they  were  able,  to  pay  taxes.  That  same  in- 
fluence followed  them,  and  made  their  condi- 
tion much  worse.  It  pursued  the  people  in 
every  part  of  the  continent,  until  they  declared 
themselves  independent ;  and,  from  that  day  to 
this,  she  has  not  treated  the  United  States  as 
she  has  treated  other  independent  nations. 

Mr.  Chidrman^I  was  astonished  when  the 
gentleman  told  us  he  was  not  a  friend  to  stand- 
ing armies ;  and,  almost  in  the  same  breath, 


said  that,  at  the  last  session,  he  voted  for  rais- 
ing the  twenty-five  thousand  men,  and  that  ho 
did  not  mean  to  go  to  war  when  he  gave  the 
vote.  For  what  purpose,  then,  could  they  be 
wanted?  Experience  had  already  shown  that 
the  old  establishment  was  quite  sufficient  in 
time  of  peace.  Indeed,  a  very  considerable 
part  of  that  was  raised  soon  after  the  affair  of 
the  Chesapeake,  and  under  an  expectation  that 
war  would  follow,  and  not  for  a  regular  peace 
establishment 

The  same  gentleman  told  us,  that  impress- 
ment by  the  British  Government  was  no  new 
thing.  This  is  certainly  true  as  far  as  regards 
her  own  subjects,  and  from  her  own  ve^cJs ; 
but  the  systematic  impressment  of  foreigners 
from  foreign  ships,  is  a  new  thing;  and  that, 
too,  when  the  men  and  the  ships  both  belong 
to  the  same  nation.  That  Government  never 
attempted  to  impress  Spaniards,  Dutch,  French, 
Swedes,  or  Danes,  f^om  vessels  belonging  to  liie 
same  nation  with  the  person ;  and  it  is  this  new 
doctrine,  which  operates  solely  on  us,  of  which 
we  complain.  The  question  between  us  and 
England  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  doctrine 
that  free  ships  shaU  make  free  goods,  or  free 
men,  if  gentlemen  please.  And  why  draw  that 
into  the  debate  on  the  impressment  of  Ameri- 
can citizens  from  American  vessels  ?  No  law 
or  precedent  can  be  produced  for  this  abomi* 
naUe  and  wicked  practice.  It  was  never  at- 
tempted to  be  justified,  notwithstanding  im- 
pressment is  no  new  thing  with  her.  Every 
Sovereign,  said  the  gentleman,  has  a  right  to 
the  service  of  all  his  subjects  in  time  of  war. 
But  this  right  is  like  some  others  which  Sover- 
eigns claim ;  it  is  without  a  remedy.  Of  what 
avail  is  the  proclamation  of  the  Prince  Regent 
in  this  country,  ordering  the  British  subjects 
home  ?  None.  Many  of  them  are  still  here, 
and,  probably,  will  remain  until  the  termination 
of  the  war,  and  the  British  Government  will 
never  dream  of  punishing  one  of  them  for  dis- 
obedience. But,  admit  this  right  in  Sovereigns 
to  its  fullest  extent,  and  it  does  not  give  one 
Sovereign  the  right  to  impress  the  citizens  or 
subjects  of  another ;  nor  does  it  justify  such  an 
act;  of  course  it  does  not  touch  the  act  of 
which  we  complain;  that  is,  the  impressing  of 
American  seamen  from  American  vessels. 

It  Is  curious  that,  throughout  this  whole  de- 
bate, there  seems  to  have  been  drawn  a  distinc- 
tion between  the  rights  of  a  man  who  cultivates 
the  soil,  and  of  him  who  follows  the  sea,  and 
that  this  distinction  should  have  been  drawn  by 
those  who  claim  to  be  the  champions  of  com- 
merce and  of  a  navy,  and  who  have  told  us 
that  agriculture  and  commerce  were  insepara- 
ble. Ought  it  not,  then,  to  follow,  that  the 
rights  of  those  employed  on  land  or  water 
should  also  be  inseparable  ?  This  strange  doo« 
trine,  as  was  observed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana,  (Mr.  Robxbtson,)  may  dust  the  eye, 
but  cannot  stagger  the  understanding  of  any 
one. 

The  same  gentleman  said,  that  we  had  taken 
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no  measures  to  exclude  British  seamen  from 
American  vessels.  For  what  purpose  were 
protections  given  to  American  seamen  ?  Surely 
to  protect  them  against  impressment,  and  to 
show  that  we  had  no  deinre  to  protect  others ; 
and  what  more  ought  to  have  heen  done,  he 
did  not  tell  us.  I  ask,  did  any  nation  ever  do 
more?  Besides,  has  not  the  United  States, 
over  and  over  again,  oJQfered  to  make  an  ar- 
rangement with  Enffland  on  the  subject  of 
sailors,  which  should  be  satisfactory  to  botii^ 
by  securing  to  each  the  use  of  their  own  sail- 
ors ?  and  has  she  not  always  refused  to  make 
any  arrangement  about  them?  And  it  may 
be  fairly  asked  here,  what  measures  Great 
Britain  has  taken  to  prevent  her  officers  from 
impressing  our  seamen  ?  Kone  that  I  have 
heard  o^  and  she  is  the  aggressor.  We  have 
not  injured  her,  while  she  has  been  impressing 
our  sailors  whenever  she  wanted  and  could  find 
them.  If  the  United  States  wanted  sailors 
ever  so  much,  they  could  not  impress  one  of 
hers,  and  she  knows  this ;  and  she  would  not 
suffer  one  of  them  to  be  impressed  by  any 
foreign  power ;  and  we  must  determine  to  de- 
fend the  rights  of  ours,  or  it  will  be  idle  to  talk 
about  navigation,  commerce,  and  a  navy.  In- 
deed, if  commerce  and  agriculture  be  insepara- 
*  .e,  you  must  defend  the  rights  of  the  persons 
concerned  in  both,  or  both  must  be  iqjured. 
There  are  no  neutrals  able  to  carry  our  pro- 
ducts to  market,  and  if  you  will  not  protect 
your  seamen,  they  will  not  carry  thenu 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  for  twenty 
years  past,  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  has  been  trying  to  settle  the  question  of 
sailors  with  Great  Britain,  and  that  every  at- 
tempt has  failed,  and  that  it  is  just  now  dis- 
xsovered  that  we  have  always  begun  wrong. 
My  colleague  (Mr.  Pearson)  and  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Pitkin,)  it  appears, 
could  settle  this  great  miestion  without  much 
difficulty.  If  they  can,  I  wish  most  sincerely 
they  would.  I  am,  however,  apprehensive  that 
they  are  a  little  mistaken,  because  General 
Washington,  when  President,  having  Mt^or 
Finckney,  now  Migor  General  Pinckney,  for 
Minister  at  London,  tried  without  effect.  Mr. 
Adams  renewed  it  with  Mr.  £ing  for  Minister ; 
Mr.  Jefferson  with  Colonel  Monroe  and  Mr. 
Pinkney,  now  the  Attorney  General ;  and  Mr. 
Madison,  with  the  last  named  Pinkney.  All 
these  Presidents  and  Minister^  with  the  ud  of 
every  Cabinet,  have  failed.  Every  description 
of  political  opinion,  with  the  greatest  talents, 
have  been  employed  and  done  nothing.  At  the 
end  of  twenty  years  we  have  gained  nothing, 
and  lost  our  labor;  the  question  is  as  unsettled 
as  ever ;  and  we  have  been  worsted  in  this  way, 
that,  while  we  were  negotiating,  they  were  im- 
pressing seamen. 

We  have  been  told  by  my  colleague,  that  it 
is  not  the  right,  but  the  abuse  of  impressment 
of  which  we  complain*  It  is  true,  sir,  that  we 
do  not  complain  of  Great  Britain  impressing 
her  own  subjects;  ahe  may  do  as  she  plesfies 


with  them ;  that  is  no  concern  of  oars;  all  we 
ask  of  her  is  to  ke^  her  hands  off  our  peof^; 
and  we  deny  her  right  to  impress  American 
citizens ;  and  if  the  abuse  be  the  ImpresBiBg 
them,  of  that  we  do  complain,  and  not  without 
just  cause,  because  she  has  impressed  many  of 
them,  and  compelled  them  to  nght  her  battles; 
and  I  have  understood,  after  we  had  dedared 
that  war  existed  between  her  and  as,  that  she 
detained  those  she  had  before  impresaed  as  pris- 
oners of  war,  and  this  may  be  a  part  of  her 
public  law.  Indeed,  we  have  heard  much  aboot 
universal  law  and  public  law,  neitbear  of  whidi, 
from  the  statements  made,  seem  to  have  moch 
regard  to  right  or  justice,  which  ought  to  be  the 
foundation  of  all  law.  One  universal  law  seems 
to  be,  that  Sovereigns  can  command  their  sob- 
jects  to  return  home  in  case  of  war;  another, 
that  no  person  can  expatriate  himself;  and  Great 
Britain  is  no  doubt  willing  to  acknowledge 
another,  by  which  she  might  impress  sulon 
from  all  the  world.  As  to  the  first,  we  need 
not  trouble  ourselves  about  it;  and  the  second, 
the  United  States  have  not  acknowledged ;  and 
we  are  now  contending  against  impressmeat; 
and  permit  me  here  to  observe,  that  the  n- 
publicans  have  always  considered  the  impres- 
ment  of  citizens  a  more  serious  ii\jary  than  the 
spoliation  of  property. 

I  must  return  to  Porcupine's  paper,*  which, 
as  well  as  I  now  recollect,  never  contained  a 
sentence  in  favor  of  the  Revolution,  or  much  in 
praise  of  the  constitution,  if  it  was  praised  at 
all;  no  outrage  was  committed  which  it  did  not 
approbate;  a  few  of  the  outrages  of  that  time 
shall  be  stated :  The  Rogue's  March  was  played 
under  tibe  window  of  the  man  who  drew  the 
Declaration  of  Independence.  The  man  who 
first  took  up  arms  after  the  fall  of  Charieston, 
and  whose  body  had  been  almost  riddled  in  de- 
fence of  his  country,  was  a  menqber  of  Con- 
gress, and  was  insulted  at  the  circus.  Another 
member,  of  no  common  cast  of  mind,  was  in- 
sulted at  the  theatre ;  a  man  who  will  do  bis 
duty  in  whatever  situation  he  may  be  placed. 
Another,  returning  home  with  his  £iinily,  was 
insulted  and  almost  mobbed ;  he  is  now  one  of 
the  Cabinet,  mentioned  by  the  sentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Quikot.)  If  I  was  not  al- 
most exhausted  I  would  give  some  of  the  details 
of  these  then  fai^onable  transactions.  I  wiQ 
only  add,  it  was  nothing  in  thone  days  for  a  few 
men  to  whip  a  printer  whoee  publicaticms  Umj 
did  nft  like.  All  these  outrages  and  violations 
of  law,  it  is  l^elieved,  were  not  only  approved 
by  the  editor  of  the  before-named  paper,  but 
other  Federal  papers  also.  This  same  e<fitor 
claimed  to  have  more  subscribers  for  hb  pi^ 
than  any  other  editor  in  the  Union.  And  after 
he  returned  to  Europe,  he  wrote  and  publisbcd 
about  some  of  his  former  supporters.  Ilad  this 
have  been  a  French  editor,  and  acted  towaxd 
the  Federal  party  as  he  did  toward  theRepubli- 


•  The  well-known  poUtlod  wilUr,  ViUlsm  Cobbett  p«V 
ILihlng  ft  gasette  under  th«  name  of  Peter  PoreopiMk 
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can,  and  the  subscribers  to  his  paper  Republi- 
cans, could  not  those  who  look  at  every  thing 
now  done  to  find  French  influence,  have  had 
as  good  a  field  to  hunt  in  as  any  they  have  yet 
found  ?  At  the  very  time  these  events  took 
place,  the  minority  talked  as  much  about  French 
influence  as  the  minority  now  does ;  they  had 
clues,  tub'plots,  ocean  massacres,  and  a  hundred 
other  equally  ridiculous  and  unfounded  tales, 
which  circulated  for  a  day.  I  have  mentioned 
these  things  not  with  an  intent  to  wound  the 
feelings  of  any  man  living,  but  with  a  view  of 
trying  to  persuade  those  who  talk  so  much 
about  French  influence,  to  look  at  both  sides  of 
the  question  about  foreign  influence;  and  if 
they  will,  I  hope  we  shall  never  hear  of  it  again 
in  this  House. 

Mr.  Genet,  when  he  was  Minister  of  France, 
began  to  intrigue,  for.  which  he  was  dismissed. 
Mr.  liston,  when  he  was  Minister  of  England, 
began  the  same  work,  for  which  he  was  not  dis- 
missed. If  the  Republicans  had  then  been  in 
power,  and  Liston  a  French  Minuter,  could  not 
a  strict  examination  of  the  documents  have 
placed  it  as  easily  as  many  other  acts  have  been 
to  French  influence  ? 

While  all  these  things  were  doing,  and  many 
others  quite  as  strange,  the  gentlemen  call  them- 
selves the  followers  of  General  Washington. 
If  they  be  truly  his  followers,  they  ought  to 
adhere  to  his  principles,  and  attend  to  his  last 
advice.  Every  act  of  his  went  to  perpetuate 
the  Union  and  to  attach  the  States  to  each 
other.  I  fear  the  sentiments  contained  in  his 
farewell  address  to  the  nation  are  getting  out 
of  fashion  with  those  who  claim  to  be  his  ex- 
clusive followers;  or  why  do  we  hear  within 
these  walls,  the  foundation  of  whidi  he  laid 
for  union,  union,  union;  disunion  spoken  of, 
"  peaceably  if  we  can,  forcibly  if  we  must ;" 
^imd  why  listen  to  idle  and  unfounded  tales 
^ttbout  foreign  influence,  which  can  never  injure 
us  as  long  as  we  stick  to  the  old  maxim — united 
we  stand,  divided  we  fall  ?  Straws  show  which 
way  the  wind  blows  1  What  has  become  of 
the  newspaper  called  the  Washington  Federal- 
ist? The  name  was,  I  have  understood, 
changed  to  the  Independent  American;  out  of 
that,  I  believe,  was  raised  the  Federal  Repub- 
lican— ^all  good  names;  but  why  lose  the  name 
of  Washington  to  a  paper  supported  by  his  ex- 
clusive followers  ?  And  this  is  the  first  time  to 
my  recollection  that  they  have  adopted  Repub- 
lican in  their  calendar. 

I  have  heard  that  Federalism  is  not  now  the 
same  that  it  was  when  Mr.  Adams  was  Presi- 
dent :  we  shall  know  more  about  this  if  ever 
they  get  into  power  again ;  be  this  as  it  may, 
every  man  has  a  right  to  change  his  opinion ; 
it  is  a  right  which  no  Government  can  take 
from  him,  and  when  convinced  that  he  is 
wrong,  it  is  his  duty  to  change.  But  I  had 
.thought,  when  Mr.  Adams  was  President,  we 
were  told  that  he  followed  the  plan  of  General 
Washington,  and  that  he  was  then  a  favorite 
with  the  party  who  elected  him,  but  a  great 


change  has  taken  place  in  regard  to  him.  I  al* 
ways  thought  him  an  honest  man,  and  I  think 
so  still.  After  Mr.  Adams  got  out  of  fashion. 
Colonel  Burr  became  so  great  a  favorite  with 
the  Federal  gentlemen  who  were  then  in  Con- 
gress, that  they  voted  thirty-five  times  for  him 
to  be  President,  when  they  must  have  known 
that  not  one  elector  who  voted  for  him  intended 
him  for  President.  Afterward,  Mr.  Madison 
was  a  favorite;  but,  after  the  refusal  of  the 
British  Government  to  ratify  the  arrangement 
made  with  Mr.  Erskine,  they  examined  the 
matter,  and  discovered  he  had  not  done  risht^ 
and  he  got  out  of  fashion.  Then  the  Tate 
worthy  and  venerable  Vice  President  and 
Colonel  Monroe  became  favorites ;  Colonel 
Monroe  got  out  of  fashion  about  the  time  he 
was  appointed  Secretary  of  State ;  and,  lastly, 
Mr.  De  Witt  Clinton  became  a  favorite.  I 
hope  he  will  not  be  injured  by  it,  but  he  seems 
to  be  losing  ground,  as  we  have  been  told  it 
was  not  his  merit  that  induced  the  Federalists  to 
support  him  for  President,  but  the  demerit  of 
Mr.  Madison.  This  does  not  appear  to  be  a 
good  reason,  because  they  might  have  selected  a 
man  from  their  own  party,  who  they  thought 
had  merit.  But  all  these  things  may  be  the 
doings  of  those  who,  a  former  member  of  this 
House  called  ultra-Federalists ;  and  it  will  be 
recollected  that  all  these  men  became  favorites, 
on  the  old  doctrine  o^  **  divide  and  conquer  ;'^ 
and  it  oaght  not  to  be  forgotten  that,  when 
Messrs.  Ellsworth  and  Davie  returned  from 
France,  their  political  friends  were  a  little  shy 
of  them ;  indeed,  I  should  ^ot  be  surprised  if 
Messrs.  Jay,  King,  Walcott,  and  Dexter,  should 
not  much  longer  be  favorites.  If  we  may  judge 
from  the  public  prints.  Commodore  Rodgers  is  no 
longer  one,  though  he,  like  the  others,  is  under- 
stood to  be  a  Federalist ;  but  these  men  will  never 
say,  "  peaceably  if  we  can,  forcibly  if  we  must." 
I  would  really  thank  any  gentleman  to  tell  me 
what  ia  now  meant  by  the  party  name,  Federalists 

It  is  a  fact  on  record,  that  General  Washing- 
ton did  not  approve  of  self-created  societiee^ 
and  I  have  understood  that  some  of  the  people 
who  claim  to  be  his  exclusive  followers,  have 
their  self-created  Washington  Benevolent  So- 
cieties, wherever  they  can  establish  them,  and 
that  they  are  political  societies,  and  they  were 
intended  to  oppose  some  other  society ;  perhaps 
the  Tanmiany.  This  could  not  justify  Uie  pro- 
ceeding. As  to  myself^  I  do  not  care  if  there 
was  one  in  every  three  miles  square  in  the  na- 
tion, so  that  I  am  left  free  not  to  be  a  member. 

We  naturalize,  withiout  hearing  a  complaint 
from  any  quarter,  emigrants  from  Great  Britain, 
of  every  trade  and  profession,  merchants,  law- 
yers, doctors,  and  even  divines;  to  which  may 
be  added  tradesmen  and  mechanics ;  ikej  all  go 
where  they  please,  live  among  us,  and  take  pfui 
in  the  politics  of  the  day.  If  foreign  influence 
could  be  introduced  into  the  country  by  natural- 
isdng,  we  should  have  more  of  British  than  of 
French ;  but  naturalizing  seems  well  enough  for 
every  body  but  a  sailor,  but  do  not  permit  him 
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to  beoome  a  citizen ;  he  will  be  in  the  way  of 
native  sailors,  yeho  want  encouragement;  be- 
sides, TV'e  know  that  Great  Britain  will  impress 
him,  and  we  know  as  well,  when  her  officers 
want  men,  they  care  not  whether  they  are 
American  or  English.  The  native  American 
has  never  complained  that  the  naturalizing  of 
foreigners  of  his  trade  or  profession,  injured 
him ;  nor  has  a  complaint  oeen  heard  from  a 
native  seaman  against  naturalizing  foreign  sail- 
ors ;  and  we  have  had  experience  enough  to 
know  that  our  merchants  could  complain,  and 
complain  almost  against  their  own  complaint. 
Let  their  property  be  captured,  or  expected  to 
be  captured,  under  a  new  order  in  France  or 
England,  and  more  complaints  will  be  made 
about  it,  than  the  impressing  of  a  dozen  citizens. 
The  situation  of  the  merchant;  when  plundered, 
is  bad  enough,  but  his  property  is  not  taken 
away  without  a  trial  of  some  sort  beifore  a 
judge  learned  in  the  law,  whose  duty  it  ought 
to  be  to  decide  according  to  law ;  he  also  em- 
ploys lawyers  to  have  justice  done  him.  Not 
BO  with  the  sailor ;  when  impressed,  there  is  no 
learned  judge  to  decide  his  case,  or  lawyer  to 
have  justice  done  ;  force  is  law  to  him,  and  his 
oppressor  judge ;  he  is  put  on  board  ships,  and 
compelled  to  tight  battles,  in  which  neither  he 
nor  his  country  have  any  concern :  deprived  of 
the  right  to  complain  or  petition ;  he  is  poor, 
friendless — Great  God  1  can  it  be  possible,  that 
we  shall  yield  the  point  of  impressment,  for  the 
sake  of  carrying  on  a  little  trifling  trade  by 
hook  or  by  crook ! 

All  agree  that  we  ought  to  fight  for  the  rights 
of  native  seamen,  and  all  agree  that  some  of 
them  have  been  impressed ;  why  not  all,  then, 
join,  heart  in  hand,  to  maintain  their  rights? 
Is  it  because  the  British  officers  impress  from 
our  vessels  others  besides  natives  ?  This  cannot 
lessen  theirjust  claim  to  the  protection  of  their 
country.  We  have,  however,  been  told  that 
only  ninety-three  persons  were  impressed  in 
one  year  from  American  vessels ;  if  only  three 
of  them  had  been  the  sons  of  the  gentleman 
(Mr.  Emott)  who  gave  the  information,  I  a&k, 
would  he  have  been  contented  with  the  long 
investigation  of  documents,  to  ascertain  if  any 
of  the  diplomatic  meanders  turned  towards 
French  influence  ?  No,  sir,  he  would  not ;  he 
would  have  demanded  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment to  have  his  children  restored  to 
his  arms;  he  could  demand  this  in  a  way  to  be 
heard.  Far  different  is  the  case  with  these  un- 
fortunate parents  who  have  had  their  sons  im- 
Eressed ;  they  are  too  poor  and  friendless  to  be 
eard ;  the  rights  of  the  nation  may  be  aban- 
doned by  little  and  little,  until  none  be  left ; 
exactly  as  you  may  take  a  cent  at  a  time  from 
ctae  thousand  dollars,  until  none  be  left.  All 
must  determine  to  protect  American  seamen  on 
board  American  vessels^  or  not  hereafter  pre- 
tend to  claim  any  jurisdiction  over  the  vessels 
when  they  are  out  of  the  limits  of  the  United 
States.  If  a  single  citizen  should  be  impressed 
on  American  land,  the  whole  nation  would  be 


in  a  flame ;  the  right  to  protection  is  the  aam^ 
whether  on  American  land  or  an  Ammcan 
vesseL 

It  has  been  said  that  we  do  not  act  justly ; 
that  we  encourage  British  seamen  to  nm  away, 
because  we  do  not  apprehend  them  and  send 
them  back,  when  they  have  run  away  from 
their  vessels;  they  run  away  before  oar  people 
see  them,  of  course  there  is  no  encouragement 
to  the  running  away.  Aa  to  the  sending  them 
back,  we  are  not  bound  to  do  it ;  and  if  it  de- 
pended on  me  one  should  never  be  sent  back, 
until  the  British  ceased  impressing  and  plun- 
dering our  citizens,  and  I  would  agree  that 
every  man  who  engaged  in  the  war  on  our  aide 
should  have  the  right  to  be  naturalized,  thoo^ 
he  fled  from  British  naval  tyranny. 

It  is  remarkable  that,  while  we  hear  not  a 
word  said  to  justify  England  for  impreasng  and 
plundering  the  people  of  the  United  States,  that 
so  much  should  have  been  said  to  prove  that 
we  ought  not  to  have  gone  to  war  with  her, 
and  that  we  were  wrong  in  doing  so.  This  is 
the  best  way  that  could  have  been  devised  to 
keep  her  aggressions  out  of  view ;  not  to  say  a 
word  about  them,  and  talk  a  great  deal  about 
the  hardships  of  war,  and  the  taxes  which  must 
be  imposed  to  carry  it  on,  winding  up  all  their 
lamentations  for  the  state  of  the  country,  wiUi, 
if  it  was  not  for  the  war,  a  little  trade  coold  be 
carried  on.  Impressment,  then,  is  a  mere  trifle, 
compared  with  this  trade,  and  it  may  be  that 
Great  Britain  understands  it  so,  and  is  willing 
to  gratify  us  with  this  trade  for  kin-sake,  as 
long  as  we  are  contented  to  be  impressed  for 
kin-sake.  The  citizens  who  are  impressed 
would  tell  her,  if  telling  would  rdease  them, 
that  nations  are  no  kin. 

This  surely  has  'been  the  most  nnfortonate 
Government  from  its  establishment  to  the  pre»- 
ent  time  that  ever  existed ;  almost  eveij  thingV 
that  has  been  done  is  wrong:  it  was  wrong  to 
fix  the  seat  of  Government  here;  it  was  wroi^ 
to  place  this  House  and  the  bouses  for  the 
offices  so  &r  from  each  other ;  it  was  wrong  to 
give  paper  protections  to  American  seamen;  it 
was  wrong  to  have  a  littie  mercy  in  the  revmns 
laws ;  it  was  wrong  to  repeal  the  internal  taxes ; 
I  believe  that  was  called  oppression — thoqgh  I 
am  no  prophet^  I  venture  to  predict,  that  to  lay 
them  to  carry  the  war  on  will  be  wrong  also; 
to  take  Canada  would  be  wrong  ;>-indeed,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  find  any  thing  whidi  has 
been  done  right,  according  to  the  modem  Fedenl 
creed*  How  are  we  to  get  things  rif^t  I  Give 
np  the  ohur  you  are  in  to  one,  the  ^fi  hite  Hoqm 
to  another,  and  ihey  will  soon  give  yon  a  sedi- 
tion law  wliich  will  put  all  right.  The  great 
discovery  which  these  gentlemen  have  mad«^ 
that  so  much  has  been  wrong  under  every  Ad- 
ministration, would  surprise  the  people,  were 
they  not  tlds  moment  astonished  at  the  dis- 
covery of  perpetual  motion  by  Redheifor^ 
two  such  great  discoveries  must  add  vastlly  to 
the  character  of  the  nation. 

The  attempt  to  take  Canada  is  so  wieked  that 
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some  of  the  gentlemen  are  quite  alarmed  at  it. 
"We  bear  of  the  anoffendiDg  Canadians,  bnt  not 
of  the  nnofTending  sailor ;  at  one  time  thej  are 
the  most  unoffending  and  lojal  people  in  Ibe 
-world,  at  another  they  are  iVencn,  and  not  fit 
to  be  united  in  our  Government.  We  have 
heard  much  of  the  same  sort  formerly  said 
about  the  people  of  Louisiana,  and  tliey  have 
become  a  State,  without  any  trouble  to  fhem- 
sdves  or  the  Union.  What  has  become  of  that, 
high  Federal  spirit  which  disdained  to  buy 
Louisiana  ?  where  is  it  when  Canada  is  men- 
tioned ?  The  Federalism  i^hich  desired  to  con- 
quer Louisiana  and  keep  it  bv  force  of  arms,  is 
dianged  when  Canada  is  the  question.  The 
OQtrageous  conduct  of  Great  Britain  is  as  much 
worse  than  that  of  Spain,  as  her  impressment 
and  plundering  were  worse  than  the  refusal  of 
the  right  of  deposit.  For  one,  I  am  willing 
to  have  Canada  and  Florida,  and  have  them 
YOU  must  before  many  years.  The  situation  of 
Mobile  is  such  as  to  compel  yon  before  very 
long  to  take  possession  of  it  Canada  and 
Florida  would  rid  us  of  bad  neighbors^  and 
make  us  more  happy. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the 
bill. 

The  several  amendments  made  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole  were  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Fitch  again  moved  to  strike  out  the  4th 
section,  giving  the  President  exclusively  the 
appointment  of  all  officers  under  the  rank  of 
field  officers. 

The  question  was  decided  in  the  negative  by 
yeas  and  nays.   For  the  motion  84,  against  it  74. 

And  the  bill  was  then  (half  past  six  o'clock) 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 
without  a  division.     , 

And  on  motion,  the  House  a^oumed  until 
to-morrow. 


Wkdnesdat,  January  18. 
Additi&nal  Military  Fores. 

The  bill,  in  addition  to  the  act  passed  at  the 
last  session  ^^to  raise  an  additional  military 
force" — the  object  of  which  is  to  raise  twenty 
regiments  of  men  for  one  year,  if  deemed  neces- 
sary by  the  President  to  the  public  service — 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  the  question  stated, 
"Shall  the  bill  pass?" 

Mr.  Kent. — ^Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  with  great  re- 
luctance I  rise  to  trouble  the  House  with  any 
remarks  of  mine,  at  a  time  when  their  patience 
must  be  so  completely  exhausted,  by  the  unusual 
length  of  the  debate  which  has  already  taken 
place  upon  the  subject  before  you.  The  bill  on 
your  table  proposes  to  raise  an  additional  mili- 
tary force  of  twenty  thousand  men,  and  it  has 
been  objected  to  on  account  of  its  expense,  and 
the  consequent  danger  growing  out  of  it  to  the 
liberties  of  our  country.  We  are,  sir,  in  a  state 
of  war ;  and  what  is  evidently  the  course  which 
we  should  pursue  whUst  in  that  situation  ?  We 
should  advocate  and  support  such  measures  as 


are  calculated  to  bring  that  war,  justly  made  on 
our  part,  to  a  speedy,  honorable,  and  successful 
conclusion.  Viewing  the  bill  on  your  table  as 
a  measure  of  that  description,  I  shall  give  it  my 
support^  regardless  of  that  additionid  expense 
which  gentlemen  so  emphatically  dwell  upon. 
Nay,  sir,  it  is  better  to  expend  the  thirty  mil- 
lions of  dollars  (even  if  that  sum  was  necessary) 
so  repeatedly  spoken  of  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  as  the  cost  of  the  war  for  two  years,  to 
accomplish  our  object,  than  to  expend  tlie  same 
sum  in  five  years,  even  if  we  could  effect  our 
object  with  equal  certainty. 

However  commendable  economy  may  be  in 
every  other  situation  in  life,  in  war  it  is  inad- 
missible ;  it  loses  its  character ;  it  becomes 
parsimony :  you  might  as  well  attempt  to  unite 
profusion  and  avarice  as  war  and  economy.  All 
that  the  utmost  prudence  can  require  of  yon 
when  in  a  state  of  war,  is  to  make  your  means 
ample ;  lay  your  plans  well ;  and  to  the  judg* 
ment  and  the  skill  in  these  particulars  only  can 
you  look  for  economy  or  for  savings ;  for  the 
want  of  an  inconsiderable  supply  of  men  or 
money,  a  campaign  might  prove  disastrous,  to 
recover  which  would  require  an  immense  sacri- 
fice of  blood  and  treasure. 

The  Army  has  been  represented  as  dangerous 
to  the  liberties  of  the  country.  At  one  moment 
we  are  told  that,  when  it  shall  be  completed,  it 
will  be  unequal  to  the  conquest  of  a  petty  prov- 
ince adjoining  us,  and  not  exceeding  in  popula^ 
tion  the  State  of  Maryland;  the  next  moment 
we  are  told  that  it  will  endanger  the  liberties 
of  seven  millions  of  freemen.  Arguments  thus 
paradoxical  need  no  refutation.  Sir,  I  do  not 
pretend  to  have  any  military  experience,  and  I 
am  willing  to  concede  the  point  to  those  pos- 
sessing it,  that  men  enlisted  for  three  or  five 
years  are  preferable  to  those  enlisted  for  one 
year  as  proposed  by  the  bill;  yet  I  feel  confi- 
dent that  every  object  will  be  accomplished  by 
this  bill  that  is  intended.  It  is  not  proposed  to 
rely  solely  on  an  army  of  this  description  to 
ca>rry  on  the  war;  you  have  nearly  a  sufficient 
military  force  authorized  for  five  years,  and  you 
want  the  men  to  be  raised  by  this  bill  only  as 
auxiliaries,  till  the  ranks  oi  theX  army  can  be 
filled.  With  these  observations  %n  the  bill  be- 
fore you,  I  shall  proceed  to  make  a  few  re- 
marks upion  what  has  fallen  from  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House ;  in  doing  which  I 
shall  endeavor  to  confine  myself  to  what  has 
not  been  noticed  by  others,  or,  if  attend^  to, 
not  sufficiently  so. 

If  I  understood  an  honorable  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  correctly,  who  addressed  yon  die 
other  day,  (Mr.  PrnoN,)  he  said  we  were  con* 
tending  for  the  employment  of  foreigners.  We 
contend,  sir,  for  nothing  which,  as  an  independ- 
ent nation,  we  are  not  entitled  to,  and  which 
the  laws  of  nations  do  not  guarantee  to  us. 
What  have  been  the  propositions  heretofore 
made  by  our  Government  to  Great  Britain  upon 
this  subject?  I  find,  by  a  recurrence  to  the 
correspondence  of  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney 
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with  that  Government,  in  1806,  that  we  made 
the  following  propositions,  the  most  material  of 
which  were  omitted  yesterday  (not  intentional- 
ly I  hope)  hy  the  gentleman  from  N"ew  York, 
(Mr.  Emott.)  Here  Mr.  K.  read  the  following 
proposals  from  the  puhlio  documents  of  I8O7 
and  1808.     We  oflfered— 

1.  To  afford  no  refuge  or  protection  to  Briti^ 
seamen. 

2.  To  deliver  them  np  if  they  took  refuge 
among  us. 

8.  To  make  laws  for  restoriog  them. 

4.  To  aid  in  searching  for,  seizing,  and  restor- 
ing them. 

6.  To  keep  them  in  our  prisons  when  re- 
quested. 

6.  To  prohibit  our  citizens  from  carrying  them 
off. 

7.  To  prohibit  their  employment. 

8.  To  make  penal  laws  for  punishing  their 
emplovers. 

0.  lo  make  it  our  duty  to  restore  them. 

10.  To  extend  the  foregoing  provisions,  not 
only  to  deserters,  but  to  all  sefSfaring  people. 

These  propositions  went  completely  to  secure 
to  Great  Britain  the  services  of  all  her  seafar- 
ing subjects,  except  such  as  were  naturalized 
under  our  laws,  which  amounted  to  but  few, 
indeed ;  thirteen  hundred  British  seamen  only 
having  been  naturalized  since  the  commence- 
ment of  our  Government,  and,  in  all  probabili- 
ty, an  equal  number  of  our  seamen  have  been 
naturalized  by  Great  Britain  during  the  same 
period.  Yet,  to  my  astonishment,  have  I  heard 
it  stated,  during  this  debate,  that  our  Govern- 
ment had  made  no  serious  propositions  to  se- 
cure to  Great  Britain  the  services  of  her  sea- 
men. 

But  equitable  as  these  propositions  were,  they 
were  rejected.  Notwithstanding,  sir,  our  Gov- 
ernment, anxious  in  their  pursuit  after  peace, 
have  gone  still  further;  they  have,  through  our 
late  Oharg^  d' Affaires  in  London,  (Mr.  Bnssell,) 
pr<^osed  to  Great  Britain  to  exclude  from  our 
naval  service,  tA  well  public  as  private,  all  her 
Beamen,  including  those  which  may  hereafter 
be  naturalized ;  and  notwithstanding  the  liberal- 
ity and  justice,of  this  proposal,  it,  like  all  others, 
has  been  made  without  producing  the  desired 
effect.  And  what  more,  sir,  comd  have  been 
asked  of  us,  required,  or  granted,  than  is  con- 
tained in  these  offers?  Nothing  more,  unless, 
indeed,  they  had  asked  for  our  independence, 
and,  yielding  to  the  requisition,  we  had  granted 
it.  When  an  American  vessel  is  at  sea,  it  is 
amenable  to  no  laws  but  those  of  its  own  coun- 
try and  the  laws  of  nations;  and  where,  in 
either  of  these,  will  the  advocates  for  impress- 
ment find  their  justification  ?  Sir,  had  not  the 
practice  of  impressment  been  treated  as  a  casu- 
al, a  trivial  circumstance,  during  this  debate,  I 
should  not  have  presumed  to  trouble  the  House 
with  my  desultory  remarks ;  and  my  principal 
object  in  addressing  the  House,  was  to  ask  their 
attention  to  a  document  which  appears  to  have 
been  overlooked,  and  which,  if  necessary,  will 


place  the  abomination  of  that  practice  in  oolon 
too  strong  to  be  mistaken. 

Here  Mr.  E.  read  the  following  extract  of  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, dated  January  4th,  1804 — 

**  The  whole  ntunber  of  applications  made  by  hn- 
presaed  seamen  to  our  Cousnl  in  London,  between  the 
month  of  June,  1797,  and  September.  1804,  were  two 
thonsand  and  fifty-nine.  Of  this  number,  one  hun- 
dred and  two  seamen  only  were  detained  as  British 
subjects,  which  is  less  than  one-twentieth  of  ^ 
whole  number  impressed.  Eleven  hundred  and  forty- 
two  were  dischaxged,  or  ordered  to  be  so,  and  eigbft 
hundred  and  five  were  detained  i&t  further  prwi^ 
with  the  strongest  presumption  that  the  greater  pai^ 
if  not  the  whole,  were  Americans,  cr  other  alicM, 
whose  proof  of  citizenahip  had  been  lost  or  dastroyed*** 

It  is,  then,  evident,  from  this  document,  that, 
for  every  British  seamen  obtained  by  this  violent 
proceeding,  a  number  of  Americans,  or  other 
aliens,  with  whom  Great  Britain  has  no  right 
to  meddle,  not  less  than  twenty  for  one  have 
been  the  victim?  to  it.  Sir,  have  we  become  so 
lost  to  the  real  independence  and  sovereignty  of 
the  country,  that  we  are  prepared  to  yield  to 
this  degrading,  debasing,  and  humiliating  badge 
of  vassalage? 

The  Romans,  of  old,  had  a  practice  of  making 
the  governors  of  those  countries  they  conquered 
pass  annually  beneath  their  yoke,  as  a  nuok  of 
submission ;  but  we,  doomed  to  humiliation  ikr 
greater,  are  made  to  pass  daily,  nay,  houriy, 
beneath  one  much  more  galling.  Some  gentle- 
men object  to  the  propositions  made  by  Mr. 
Russell,  and  assert  that  he  was  not  authorized. 
They  should  recollect  that  Mr.  RusselPs  letter, 
containing  this  final  oflbr  to  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, was  communicated  to  this  Honse  by 
the  Ftesident)  and,  had  it  not  met  with  his  con- 
cnrrenoe,  it  is  presumable  he  would,  in  his  com- 
munication, have  expressed  his  disapprobation 
towards  it..  Nay,  a  similar  ofiTer  has  oeen  made 
by  tibe  Secretary  of  State  to  Admiral  Warres. 

I  know  not  Whether  the  feelinga  of  shame  or 
indignation  predominate  in  my  breast,  when  I 
see  gentlemen  constantly  laboring  to  place  their 
own  Government  in  the  wrong;  and,  in  contra- 
diction to  the  ofiScial  records  of  this  Houae,  in- 
sist that  we  are  contending  for  the  employment 
of  foreigners. 

The  language  of  our  Government  upon  that 
subject^  is  this,  sir :  that,  if  the  oppr^sed  and 
unfortunate  inhabitants  of  Europe,  escaping 
from  their  tyranny  and  panting  after  their  long- 
lost  liberty,  seek  a  refuge  in  our  happy  country, 
upon  their  compliance  with  our  natnrallzatioa 
laws,  we  are  willing  to  extend  to  them  those 
blessings  we  enjoy;  but  should  they  become 
dissatiSed  with  the  advantages  which  the  inte- 
rior of  the  country  affords  them,  and  they  think 
proper  to  depart  from  our  shores,  we' say  to 
them,  we  will  not  risk  our  peace  for  their  pro- 
tection beyond  our  territorial  limits.  So  &r 
from  our  content  with  Great  Britain  being  for 
the  employment  of  her  subjects,  it  is  a  contest 
for  shielding  a  large  and  valuable  portion  of  ofor 
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fellow-citizens  from  British  thraldom,  tinder 
the  lash  of  which  they  have  too  long  lahored ; 
and  who  will  dare  discriminate  in  that  protec- 
tion which  is  equally  due  to  all,  that  is  due  to 
the  meanest  individual  in  the  community,  and 
withhold  it  from  a  class  of  men  who  have  done 
honor  to  the  American  character,  and  covered 
themselves  with  glory  ? 

Mr.  Randolph  rose,  apparently  lahoring  un- 
der the  effects  of  a  serious  indisposition,  and  ad- 
dressed the  Chair. 

I  rise  (said  he)  with  a  heart  saddened  hy  the 
disgrace  of  our  common  country,  and  sickened 
by  tiie  way  in  which  the  husinesa  of  the  State 
has  heen  managed. 

Of  the  temper  and  virulence  which  have  man- 
ifested themselves  in  this  debate,  I  shall  not 
have  any  occasion  to  divest  myself  in  the  course 
of  the  very  few  remarks  which  I  fear  I  shall  be 
enabled  to  make,  because  towards  them  I  have 
no  purpose.  Indeed,  when  I  look  around  me, 
I  am  exceedingly  sad ;  and  I  know  not  now  if 
it  will  be  in  my  power  to  go  on. 

I  had  intended,  if  time  and  health  permitted, 
to  address  to  this  Assembly  some  few  observa- 
tions, confined  principally  to  the  change  which 
has  taken  place  in  the  relations  of  our  country 
since  the  declaration  of  war,  not  only  respecting 
that  belligerent  with  whom  we  are  engaged  in 
hostilities,  but  her  adversary  also.  But  the 
course  that  this  debate  has  taken  imposes  upon 
me  a  painful  duty,  which  I  trust  God  will  give 
me  strength  to  discharge :  the  duty  of  review- 
ing past  transactions  in  the  Gk>vemment,  which, 
from  my  heart,  I  would,  instead  of  bringing 
them  up  on  the  present  occasion,  gladly  dis- 
charge from  my  memory.  But  self-defence  is 
the  first  law  of  nature.  The  merest  reptile,  the 
worm  itself  will  turn  when  trod  upon.  Nor  is 
the  force  of  the  blow  lessened  by  its  being  dealt, 
as  in  the  present  case,  by  the  hand — ^I  will 
not  say  under  the  garb  and  circumstances— of 
Friendship. 

It  was  my  lot,  sir,  and  I  may  assuredly  say 
my  misfortune,  to  take  some  littie  share  in  those 
transactions  which  brought  about  a  civil  revo- 
lution in  the  Gt)vemment  of  this  country.  I 
hope  that  I  am  understood.  I  feel  I  shsdl  be 
understood,  when  I  speak  of  this,  by  all  wise 
and*  good  men ;  and  it  is  with  them  <Aly  that  I 
wish  to  hold  intercourse — ^to  commune.  It  is 
of  their  good  opinion  alone  that  I  am  ambi- 
tious, if  indeed  ambition  dwell  any  where  in  my 
heart 

Let  me  endeavor  to  recall  to  recollection  the 
state  of  things  about  the  period  when  I  had  the 
unhappiness  to  dedicate  myself  to  political  life. 

Through  the  oppc^ition,  bold  but  Just,  which 
was  made  by  myself,  and  those  associated  with 
me,  to  the  measures  of  that  Administration,  an 
entire  change  was  effected  in  the  control  of  the 
Government.  One  Administration  was  ejected 
from  power,  and  another  took  its  place.  Is  it 
necessary  for  me  to  descant  upon  the  topics  of 
difi^rence  which  then  separated  the  two  great 
parties  in  the  Government  ?    Is  it  necessary  for 


me  at  this  time  of  day  to  make  a  declaration  of 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party  ?  Is  it 
possible  that  such  a  declaration  could  be  deem- 
ed orthodox  when  proceeding  from  lips  so  un- 
holy as  those  of  an  excommunicant  from  that 
church  ?  It  is  not  necessary.  Those  principles 
are  on  record ;  they  are  engraved  upon  it  indd- 
ibly  by  the  press,  and  will  live  as  long  as  the 
art  of  printing  is  suffered  to  exist.  It  is  not  for 
any  man  at  this  day  to  undertake  to  change 
them.  It  is  not  for  any  man  who  then  profess- 
ed them^  by  any  guise  or  circumlocution,  to 
conceal  apostacy  from  them,  for  they  are  there 
— there  in  the  book.  What  are  tliey  ?  They 
have  been  delivered  to  you  by  my  honorable 
colleague — ^what  are  they  ?  Love  of  peace,  ha- 
tred of  offensive  war;  jealousy  of  the  State 
Governments  towards  the  General  Government, 
and  of  the  infiuence  of  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment over  the  co-ordinate  branches  of  that 
Government;  a  dread  of  standing  armies;  a 
loathing  of  public  debt,  taxes,  and  excises;  ten- 
derness for  the  liberty  of  the  citizen ;  jealousy, 
Argus-eyed  jealousy,  of  the  patronage  of  the 
President.  From  these  principles  what  deser- 
tions have  we  not  witnessed  ?  Will  you  have  a 
list  of  them  ?    I  shaJl  not  undertake  it. 

Principle  does  not  consist  in  names.  Feder- 
alism is  a  real  thing — not  a  spectre,  a  shadow, 
a  phantom.  It  is  a  living  addition  to  the  power 
of  the  General  Government,  in  preference  to 
the  power  of  the  States;  partiality  for  the  Ex- 
ecutive power,  in  distinction  to  that  of  the  co- 
ordinate Departments  of  the  Government ;  the 
support  of  great  military  and  naval  force,  and 
of  an  ^^  energetic  '*  administration  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. That  is  what  is  called  Federalism. 
Yes,  an  energetic  Administration,  not  in  its  real, 
but  technical  sense;  for  it  has  a  sense  as  tech- 
nical as  any  in  our  laws.  That  is  Federalism. 
And,  when  I  am  opposing  the  course  which 
looks  toward  the  rearing  up  of  great  Military 
and  Naval  Establishments,  of  an  extent  not 
only  incommensurate  with  the  necessity  but  the 
ability  of  my  country,  I  care  not  with  whom  I 
vote ;  I  will  be  true  to  my  principles.  Let  any 
man  lay  his  finger  upon  a  vote  in  which,  since 
I  have  had  the  honor  (if,  indeed,  it  be  an  honor) 
of  a  seat  in  this  House,  I  have  departed  from 
those  principles,  and  I  will  consent  that,  quoad 
hocy  I  am  a  Federalist.  But  it  will  be  in  vain 
to  search  for  such  a  vote. 

So  strenuous,  sir,  had  been  the  contest— 4o 
hot  the  ^irit  of  rivalship  between  the  two  con- 
tending parties — ^that,  after  the  Revolution  of 
1801,  a  curious  spectacle  was  presented  to  this 
nation  and  to  the  world — a  spectacle  which,  I 
am  bold  to  say,  never  did  before  make  its  appear^ 
ance  in  any  Government,  and  never  will  appear 
again.  It  was  this :  that,  as  if  the  character 
that  each  party  had  borne  when  in  collisioa 
with  one  another  was  indelible,  the  two  parties^ 
after  power  was  transferred  from  one  to  the 
other,  did  actnidly  maintain  the  same  character 
which  they  had  derived  rfrom  impressions  re- 
ceived during  their  late  conflict:  and  the  ad- 
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miriog  world  saw  with  astomshment  the  case  of 
an  opposition  minority  attempting  to  force  npon 
a  relactant  Administratic«i  patronage  and  pow- 
er, which  that  Administration  pat  by,  and 
Btemly  refused  to  accept.  Yes,  sir ;  for  a  time 
so  completely  had  the  Bepublicans  been  imbued 
with  the  principles  which  they  professed  whilst 
in  a  minority,  that,  after  becoming  the  mtgority, 
the  Federalists  pressed  on  tlieir  old  advei'saries 
power  and  patronage,  to  which  they  absolutely 
opposed  themselves,  repelling,  for  a  season,  every 
project  of  the  kind.  Is  it  necessary  for  me  to 
allude  to  the  reduction  of  the  Army — ^to  say  hj 
whom  it  was  made  ?  Sir,  the  proposition  for  it 
was  originally  made  by  the  personage  now  ad- 
dressing you ;  it  came  from  what  was  then  con- 
sidered the  Governmental  side  of  the  House. 
And  by  whom  was  it  opposed  ?  By  gentlemen 
who  had  so  long  fought  under  the  banners  of  a 
Government  of  "  energy,''  that  they  were  not 
content  to  submit  to  the  diminution  of  its  pa- 
tronage or  its  power,  even  in  the  hands  of  their 
political  opponents.  I  speak  of  facts.  Such  a 
case  will  never  occur  again.  Nay,  indeed,  in  a 
little  time,  the  sweets  of  power  had  their  effect 
on  one  side  of  the  House,  as  the  frowns  of  ad- 
versity had  upon  the  other ;  and  after  awhile, 
the  court  and  country  parties  as  easily  changed 
sides  as  right  and  left  do  when  a  man  turns 
npon  his  heel. 

Tes,  sir,  the  tone  of  this  House  was  soon 
changed.  We  succeeded,  however,  in  the  re- 
duction of  the  Army;  but  I  will  trust  to  the 
recollection  of  gentlemen,  upon  all  sides  of  the 
House,  by  what  instrumentdity  this  change 
was  effected.  The  Commander  of  that  Army 
was  retained  in  his  position.  I  nave  not  leisure, 
health,  or  strength,  to  go  into  the  details ;  gen- 
tlemen will  remember  them.  Meanwhile,  peace 
with  this  country  was  negotiated  in  France  by 
the  commissioners  sent  by  Mr.  Adams,  and  was 
followed  up  very  soon  afterwards  by  the  short 
respite  that  the  truce  of  Amiens  gave  to  Euro« 
pean  combatants,  wearied  rather  than  satiated 
with  slaughter.  These  events  placed  this  coun- 
try in  the  happiest  condition.  Of  the  proceeds 
of  the  direct  and  internal  taxes  voted  by  the 
predecessors  of  the  administration  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, one  moiety  at  least  came  into  thb  Treasury 
after  their  dismiasal  from  office.  But  these 
proceeds  were  not  necessary  to  give  an  overflow 
of  money  into  the  Treasury,  which  we  never 
oeased  to  have  until  we  departed  from  those 
principles  of  government  and  that  policy  which 
brought  ns  into  power.  We  sailed  on  for  some 
time  in  the  full  tide  of  successful  exneriment, 
nnobstructed  by  squalls  or  adverse  gales,  if  we 
except  only  the  Yazoo  breeze.  That  question 
was,  if  I  forget  not,  the  first  cause  of  a  breach 
between  those  persons  who  had  a  direct  lead  in 
the  Government  of  the  country.  There  were 
men  who  did  not  hesitate,  in  opposition  to  all 
the  heads  of  your  Departments,  to  throw  them- 
selves into  the  breach  at  that  time  attempted  in 
the  constitution  of  the  country,  to  defend  it, 
and  to  defend  it  with  success.    It  appears,  firom 


some  documents  that  have  lately  been  laid  upon 
our  table,  that  errors  of  that  day  have  been 
perceived,  and  that  tender  consciences  which  at 
that  time  revolted,  are  now  entirdy  reconciled 
to  the  compromise  which  was  then  stamped 
with  the  reprobation  of  almost  every  booest 
man  from  Georgia  to  Virginia.  There  were 
considerations  of  personal  feeling  which  gave  to 
other  parts  of  the  Union,  and  to  certain  iodi- 
viduals  therein,  a  bias  on  that  subject;  and  I 
should  be  extremely  sorry  to  be  considered  as 
passing  any  thing  like  general  censure  upon  the 
advocates  of  tlmt  measure  in  or  out  of  this 
House.  I  refer  only,  of  course,  to  thoee  who 
were  not  parties  concerned  in  the  fraud. 

At  that  time,  sir,  all  was  prosperity  and  jot. 
At  that  time  were  accumulated  in  the  Treasory 
those  surpluses  which,  in  one  year,  nearly 
equalled  the  sum  for  which,  in  the  present 
year,  the  revenue  is  deficient,  notwithstaading 
the  loan  of  last  year,  and  to  make  np  which  de- 
ficiency the  head  of  the  Treasury  has  been  able 
to  devise  no  other  means  than  a  resort  to  new 
loans.  Yes,  sir,  there  were  then  those  surpluses 
in  the  Treasury,  the  ghosts  of  which  lingered 
along  its  vaults  for  a  time  after  their  corporeal 
bodiesdeparted,  and  were  then  heard  of  no  mote. 

But  to  proceed.  The  expenditures  of  the 
Government,  during  the  first  foar  years  of  the 
Jefferson  Administration,  exclosive  of  payments 
on  account  of  the  public  debt,  averaj^  only 
eight  millions  of  dollars  a  year.  In  the  four  last 
years  of  the  Jefferson  Administration,  those  ex- 
penditures wore  very  greatly  increased,  amount- 
ing in  the  year  1808,  (the  last  of  the  foor,) 
without  any  increase  of  Army  and  Navy  ex- 
penditures, to  upwards  of  sixteen  millions  of 
dollars — ^rivalling  the  expenditures  of  any  one 
year  of  Mr.  Adams's  war,  and  amounting  to 
one-half  as  much  as  was  expended  by  theFaUier 
of  his  Country  in  his  eight  years  of  the  Presi- 
dency, during  which  he  was  called  npon  to  es- 
tablish public  credit,  to  maintain  a  bloody  Indi- 
an war,  and  to  lay  the  foundation  of  that  cSar- 
aoter  of  integrity  which  the  Government  has  so 
long  sustain^  abroad,  notwithstanding  the  mis- 
conduct of  its  rulers.  .Yes,  sir,  it  is  a  cnrioos 
but  notorious  fact,  that  in  1808  and  1809— and 
I  speak  of  1809,  for,  although  the  present  in- 
cumbent came  into  office  on  the  8d  of  March  of 
that  year,  expenses  were  incurred  and  voted  in 
his  predecessor's  time*~the  expenditures  of  the 
Government  outraged  all  belief  when  compared 
with  the  objects  on  which  they  were  laTisbed. 
And  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  let  me  put  to  yoo, 
and  to  the  gentleman  on  my  right,  ir  it  be  with- 
in the  compass  of  any  man's  powers  to  detract 
more  from  the  merit  of  an  administration  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  in  manag- 
ing at  least  one  branch. of  the  revenue  than  has 
been  done  by  that  honorable  gentleman  f  Wlut 
has  he  said  ?  I  will  not  repeat  his  words;  to 
do  so  would  be'  odious,  invidious ;  but  I  weQ 
know  if  what  he  did  say  had  come  from  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  it  would  have  been  set 
down  to  the  rancor  of  party  spirit ;  to  personal 
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spleen;  or  to  want  of  respect  for  the  White 
house,  or  the  Red  house,  or  some  other  honse. 
What  has  heoome  of  that  vast  amount  of  money  ? 
No  man  knows ;  and  to  the  hest  of  my  knowl- 
edge and  belief,  so  help  me  God,  no  man  will 
ever  know. 

I  find,  as  I  anticipated,  a  diffionlty  in  drag- 
ging along  my  miserable  body,  and  my  feeble 
mind,  in  this  discussion ;  a  difficulty  not  less, 
perhaps,  than  that  of  dragging  along  with  me 
the  attention  of  members  of  this  House.  I  ask 
its  patience,  its  pardon,  and  its  pity. 

But  to  continue.  In  this  prosperous  state  of 
our  country,  the  war  in  Europe  was  renewed, 
or  about  to  be  renewed.  The  GovemTnent  of 
the  United  States  would  naturally,  from  the 
situation  of  affairs  in  that  quarter  of  the  world, 
experience  a  temporary  diminution  in  its  reye- 
nue,  which  it  need  not  feel  or  regard,  because 
it  had  been  enabled  to  make  that  noble  provi- 
sion for  a  sinking  fund,  for  lesseniug  the  na- 
tional debt^  for  paying  off  the  mortgages  on  the 
estate  of  every  man  in  the  country  and  of  those 
who  are  unborn.  It  had  made  that  noble  ]3ro- 
yiaion,  which  was  attempted  to  be  divertea  to 
the  necessities  created  by  the  policy  of  tibte  last 
four  years  of  Jefferson's  Administration,  and 
the  actual  diversion  of  which,  I  believe,  was 
the  first  act  of  this  Administration.  It  had 
made  that  appropriation  of  eight  millions  of 
dollars  for  a  sinking  fund,  not  to  be  touched 
for  any  other  purpose,  and  which,  at  the  time 
of  the  appropriation,  no  man  dared  to  believe 
would  be  gambled  away. 

The  war  in  Europe  brought  to  this  country, 
among  other  birds  of  passage,  a  ravenous  flock 
of  neutralized  carriers,  which  Interposed  the 
flag  of  neutrality,  not  only  between  the  prop- 
erty, but  even  between  the  persons  of  the  two 
belligerent  powers;  and  it  was  their  clamor 
principally,  aided  by  the  representations  of 
those  of  our  merchants  who  saw  and  wished  to 
participate  in  the  gains  of  such  a  commerce, 
that  the  first  step  was  taken  in  that  policy  of 
restriction,  which  it  was  then  foreseen  would 
lead  to  the  disastrous  condition  in  which  we 
now  find  ourselves.  Yes^  it  was  then  foreseen 
and  foretold.  What  was  then  prophesied  is 
now  history.  It  is  so.  "  You,"  said  the  prophet, 
**are  prospering  beyond  all  human  example. 
You,  fovorites  of  Almighty  God,  whUe  all  the 
rest  of  the  world  are  scourged,  and  ravaged, 
and  desolated  by  war,  are  about  to  enter  into  a 
policy  called  prev&ntics  of  war ;  a  policy  which 
comes  into  this  House  in  the  garb  of  peace,  but 
which  must  end  in  war."  And  in  war  it  has 
ended.  Yes,  sir,  we  have  been  tortured,  fretted, 
goaded,  until  at  last,  like  some  poor  man  driven 
from  his  flunily  by  discord  at  nome,  who  says 
to  himself,  ^'any  thins,  even  exile,  is  better 
than  this,"  we  have  said  that  we  wiU  take  war ; 
we  will  take  any  thing  for  a  change.  And 
when  war  came,  what  said  the  people?  They 
said,  ^*any  thing  for  a  change ! " 

At  that  time  circumstances  occurred,  and  I 
hope  the  House  will  pardon  me  for  alluding  to 


them.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  I  should 
do  so.  They  have  been  spoken  of  by  others 
before  me ;  they  were  at  the  time,  and  have 
been  since,  detailed  in  the  most  solemn  manner 
on  the  floor  of  this  body.  A  denial  of  them 
has  been  challenged  and  never  received.  At 
that  time,  I  repeat,  circumstances  occurred 
which  made  it  my  duty  to  oppose  the  projects 
of  the  Executive  Grovemment  of  this  country 
in  its  relations  with  foreign  powers. 

At  that  time  nothing  that  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment could  do^  not  even  the  invasion  of  our 
own  territory,  not  even  the  capture  and  carry- 
ing oS,  not  from  our  decks,  but  our  soil,  a 
portion  of  our  citizens,  could  rouse  this  House 
to  a  spirit  which  woula,  in  my  judgment,  have 
oomnorted  not  only  with  its  honor,  but  was 
absolutely  indispensable  to  its  dignity.  We 
were  wanting  in  the  assertion  of  the  rights  of 
our  own  country  over  its  soil  and  jurisdiction, 
by  which  assertion,  then,  we  might  have  averted 
the  calamities  which  have  since  befallen  us; 
but  a  project  for  that  purpose,  recommended  by 
the  committee  to  whom  that  subject  was  re- 
ferred, did  not  meet  the  approbation  of  the 
House.  And  from  that  day  and  date,  the  black 
cloud  has  thickened  over  us ;  has  become  more 
and  more  dense.  From  that  day  and  date, 
have  we  departed  from  those  counsels — ^in  my 
humble  judgment,  at  least-— from  those  princi- 
ples, adherence  to  which  had  induct  the  people 
of  l^e  United  States  to  clothe  us  with  their 
power  and  confidence. 

What  have  we  done  since  ?  From  that  day, 
with  a  short  interruption,  the  policy  of  this 
Government  has  actually  subserved,  as  far  as  it 
could,  the  purposes  of  France.  I  speak  of 
&ots ;  of  facts  susceptible  of  proof  which  may 
be  felt,  seen,  touched,  heard,  and  understood 
by  all  except  those  too  indolent  to  examine 
them,  or  too  ignorant  for  the  light  of  truth  to 
have  any  effect  upon  their  understandings.  I 
say,  sir,  that  the  policy  of  this  Government  has, 
from  that  time,  subserved  the  purposes  of 
France.  And  how  do  I  prove  it?  Why,  sir, 
by  way  of  meeting  the  French  decrees,  wliich 
prohibit  to  us  all  intercourse  with  Great  Britain, 
we  cut  off  the  intercourse  between  us  and 
the  whole  world.  We  virtually  held  out  to 
our  great  commercial  cities — ^to  Boston,  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  Charleston 
— the  same  language  as  Bonaparte  had  held  to 
his  own  cities :  **  I  know  that  you  are  suffering, 
and  unhappy ;  that  the  grass  is  growing  in  your 
streets ;  that  the  ships  at  your  wharves  are  rot- 
ting, until  they  are  fit  only  for  fuel ;  that  your 
trade  is  dwindling  only  to  nothing ;  but  what 
is  all  that  to  my  continental  system  ?  What 
are  a  few  seaport  towns — enterprising,  wealthy, 
and  prosperous,  as  indeed  they  are — what  are 
they,  comparea  to  my  continental  system?" 
And,  sir^  what  was  our  ^*  restrictive  "  system  ? 
Similar  in  point  of  effect— certainly  cotempo- 
raneous  in  point  of  time— to  Bonaparte^s  *^  con- 
tinental system."  Sir,  it  is  a  matter  susceptible 
of  demonstration,  if  I  possessed  the  physical 
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power  to  go  through  with  it,  that  the  system 
recommended  by  the  then  President  of  the 
United  Btates,  of  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships 
and  vessels  in  onr  ports,  for  the  purpose  of 
**  keeping  in  safety 'these  essential  resources,'' 
took  place  in  consequence  of  a  commimication 
from  onr  Minister  in  Paris  to  this  Government, 
transmitting  certain  correspondence  of  his  with 
the  French  Government  And  although  in  the 
message  to  both  Houses  of  Congress,  recom- 
mending the  measure,  the  President  does  use 
the  term  *^  belligerent  powers,"  I  do  attest  the 
fact,  and  I  call  upon  other  gentlemen,  who 
know  it,  to  attest  it  also,  that,  while  the  mes- 
sage purposely  referred  to  both  "belligerents," 
not  one  scrip  of  manuscript  relating  to  the 
other  ^^belligerent"  accompanied  that  message; 
nor  was  there  any  thing  contained  in  that  mes- 
sage relating  to  that  "  belligerent,"  but  a  scrap 
from  an  English  paper,  about  the  size  of  a 
square  of  its  columns,  containing  some  specula- 
tions of  a  London  editor ;  and  I  say  that  there 
did  not  exist  in  this  House,  nor  in  this  nation — 
if  there  did,  let  the  evidence  be  produced — any 
knowledge  of  the  existence  of  the  orders  in 
council,  which  have  been  put  forward  as  justi- 
fying the  embai^o.  If  their  existence  had  been 
known  at  the  time,  would  the  President  in  his 
message  recommending  an  embargo  have  failed 
to  notice  the  &ct?  Would  he  not  have  used  it 
as  one  of  the  strongest  inducements  to  the  adop- 
tion of  this  system  ?  Would  those  **  orders  " 
not  have  been  published  in  the  National  Intel- 
ligencer, which  is  considered — and  certainly  not 
without  cause,  in  view  of  certain  things  which 
we  have  lately  seen  in  it — ^to  be  the  Court 
paper  ?  Produce  the  National  Intelligencer  of 
that  date ;  there  is  not  one  syllable  to  be  found 
in  it  concerning  the  Orders  in  Council.  No, 
sir,  in  his  message  on  the  occasion .  referred  to, 
the  President  did  not  produce  any  acU  of  the 
*'  belligerents  "  referred  to,  but  only  the  corre- 
spondence between  General  Armstrong,  our 
Minister  at  Paris,  and  that  Government,  on  the 
subject  of  the  construction  of  one  of  its  first 
decrees.  It  was  in  consequence  of  the  more 
recent  decrees  of  France,  and  not  of  the  British 
Orders  in  Council,  that  the  embargo  was  recom- 
mended and  laid.  And  yet^  in  the  discussion 
which  came  off  on  that  measure,  it  was  repre- 
sented as  a  weapon  against  England,  which 
would  be  more  efficient  than  any  war,  and 
must  bring  her  to  our  feet:  it  would  give  effect 
to  the  object  which  Bonaparte  had  in  view,  of 
destroying  her  by  consumption,  by  cutting  her 
off  from  the  commerce  of  the  world.  Although 
I  state  these  facts,  I  know  that  it  may  be 
proven— and  I  am  sorry  that  it  can — ^by  refer- 
ence to  the  journals  of  this  House,  and  by  a 
report,  too,  of  an  honorable  and  respectable 
committee  of  this  House^  that  the  embargo  was 
designed  to  obviate  the  effects  of  the  Orders  in 
Council. 

But,  sir,  it  is  indisputably  true,  that  there 
was  no  mention  in  the  embargo  message  of  those 
Orders  in  OouncU — no  allusion  to  them  in  de- 


bate upon  it — no  knowledge  of  them  at  the  time 
that  the  embargo  law  was  passed,  that  can  Im 
proven  by  any  document  wbatsoeTer  entitled 
to  the  least  respect ;  and  I  will  even  go  so  fiir  as 
to  allow  as  evidence  the  authority  of  any  news* 

Eaper.  The  members  of  that  committee  had 
eard  so  ■  much  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  and 
the  effect  that  it  was  pretended  that  the  em- 
bargo would  have  upon  them,  that  in  their  re- 
port, speaking  of  them,  they  absolutely  trma- 
posed  cause  and  effect.  It  is  unfortunate  that  it 
should  be  so;  but  it  is  nevertheless  true. 
Events  subsequent  to  the  period  to  which  I 
have  now  brought  myself  have  been  detailed  in 
this  debate  in  a  manner  so  dear,  so  ludd,  lo 
convincing,  by  two  honorable  gentlemen  finoo 
New  York,  that  there  ia  no  need  of  my  repeat- 
ing the  narrative :  but  I  must  be  permitted  to 
say  that  the  statement  made  yesterday  by  a 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Evorr,)  wiH 
be  refuted  when  Euclid  shall  come  to  be  con- 
sidered a  shallow  sophist,  and  not  before.  My 
honorable  Mend  from  the  same  State,  who 
spoke  a  few  days  ago,  called  upon  gentlemen  to 
handle  that  part  of  the  subject — ^the  revocatioQ 
of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  and  the  in- 
veiglement thereby  of  this  country  into  a  war 
with  England — ^in  a  manner  more  able  than,  he 
was  pleased  to  say,  he  himself  had  done  it 
The  attempt  to  do  this  would,  indeed,  be  to 
gild  refined  gold,  to  paint  the  lily,  to  add  to  the 
perfume  of  ^e  violet-— in  all  cases  a  most  ridi- 
culous and  wasteful  excess.  And  yet,  sir,  the 
situation  in  which  I  unhappily  stand,  and  in 
which  it  was  my  lot  to  stand  at  the  oondoson 
of  the  last  sesdon  of  Congress,  compels  me  to 
say  a  word  on  this  subject.  Yon  will  remem- 
ber, sir,  that  it  was  my  misfortune,  during  the 
first  session  of  this  Congress,  to  oppose  the  at- 
tempt to  impress  upon  this  House  and  the  na- 
tion certain  most  .preposterous,  absurd,  and 
false  propositions ;  for  the  temerity  of  which 
effort  I  came  under  the  censure — implied,  at 
least,  if  not  to  say  direct— K>f  this  honorable 
body.  The  contrary  propontiona,  which  I  un- 
dertook to  maintain,  were,  first,  that  the  Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees  were  not  r^>ea]ed  on  the 
first  of  November,  1810,  and  that  the  only  evi- 
dence of  any  such  repeal,  up  to  that  date,  was 
the  FreHdenfs  Frodamation  of  the  second  of 
that  month ;  and  secondly,  that  the  British  Or- 
ders in  Council  did,  in  point  of  fiict,  establish  no 
serious  insurmountable  obstacle  to  negotiadoa 
between  that  Government  and  the  United 
States,  ^hy,  sir,  I  shall  not  here  go  into  any 
argument  on  this  point ;  if  I  had  the  ability,  I 
have  not  the  wUl ;  and,  if  I  had  the  will,  I  have 
not  the  ability.  Nc»*  can  it  be  necessary,  when 
the  Emperor  of  France  himself  comes  into 
court,  and  cannot  reject  his  own  anthorily,  as 
borne  in  his  own  laws.  Yes,  sir,  he  did  come 
forth,  and,  in  his  antedated  decree  of  the  28Ui 
of  April,  1811 — though  it  unquestionably  ought 
to  bear  date  full  twelve  months  later— does»  in 
the  most  offensive  of  all  possible  ways,  estab- 
lish the  fact,  not  only  that  the  Berlin  and  Milio 
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decrees  were  not  repealed  (as  all  the  world 
knew  except  the  President  of  the  United  States) 
on  the  first  of  November.  1810,  but  that  they 
were  in  his  mind  when  ne  issued  his  decree, 
dated  28th  April,  1811.  They  were  repealed, 
finally,  in  conseqnence—of  what?  Of  yonr 
doing  that  which  for  years  he  had  been  at- 
tempting, by  menace  and  blandishment,  to  in- 
duce you  to  do— that  is  to  say,  embark  in  war 
with  England,  taking  sides  with  France,  ^*  caus- 
ing,'*  as  the  phrase  was,  '^our  flag  to  be  re- 
spected:" And  this,  too,  after  your  haying 
posted  up  in  the  ledger  of  this  House  that  war 
with  one  of  the  ^  belligerents  "  was  equivalent 
to  submission  to  the  other  I 

My  other  proposition  was,  that  the  Orders  in 
Council  constituted  no  insurmountable  obstacle 
to  negotiation  between  this  country  and  Great 
Britain.  And  what  was  the  fact  in  regard  to 
them  ?  Why,  that  almost  at  the  time  that  this 
position  was  taken  on  this  floor — a  few  weeks 
only  thereafter — ^the  Orders  in  Council  were  re- 
peided. 

I  put  it  to  you,  sir,  and  to  the  great  mass  of 
the  people  of  this  country — to  the  honest,  la- 
borious, unsuspecting,  kind-hearted,  confiding, 
generous,  and  Just  people — ^had  the  fact  been 
known  that  the  French  decrees  were  not  re- 
pealed, and  that  the  Orders  in  Council  were  re- 
pealed, whether  any  man,  in  any  station,  would 
have  had  the  conndei^ce  to  propose  a  declara- 
tion of  war  i^nst  England,  taking  part  against 
her,  and  siding  with  France  in  the  conflict  in 
which  those  nations  are  engaged? 

And,  whilst  I  am  upon  this  subject,  permit 
me  to  say,  suppose  the  proposition  which  was 
repeatedly  made— in  more  than  one  instance 
by  the  person  who  is  now  addressing  you,  and 
supported  with  the  greatest  ability  by  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  of  the  House — to  post- 
pone our  declaration  of  war  against  Great  Brit- 
ain until  the  autumn,  when  we  might  be  in 
some  state  of  preparation  and  readiness  fbr  it 
— ^had  succeeded,  what  would  have*  been  the 
consequence?  At  this  time  we  should  have 
been  at  peace ;  we  should  have  been  lying  se- 
cure in  that  snug  safe  haven  of  neutrality,  in 
which  the  good  sense  of  the  greatest  and  best 
men  of  this  country  have  always  attempted  to 
moor  the  public  ship.  Naw^  where  are  we? 
And  shall  this  war  be  called  a  popular  war ;  a 
war  of  the  people;  a  war  called  for  by  the  pub- 
lic voice,  into  which  this  country  has  been 
plunged,  not  more  by  the  agency  of  the  friends 
of  Government  thfui  of  its  enemies,  in  the 
hope  of  the  latter  that  this  Administration 
would  sink  and  founder  in  it,  and  they  rise  to 
power  thereupon  ?  Is  it  possible  that  that  can 
be  deemed  a  war  of  the  p^ple,  a  popular  war, 
which  has  enabled  a  gentieman  known  to  be 
of  the  most  respectable  connections,  and  pos- 
sessed, I  believe,  of  considerable  talent — ^but 
who,  put  in  competition  with  the  veteran  poli- 
tician now  at  the  helm  of  Government,  is  but 
a  boy  in  politics — a  person  whose  pretensions 
are  so  extremely  inferior,  to  rival  the  present 


Chief  Magistrate  in  the  confidence  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  for  a  time,  as  you  know,  make  him 
tremble  for  his  re-election?  It  is,  however, 
some  consolation  to  reflect  that,  in  all  free  Gov- 
ernments, the  public  voice  wiU  sooner  or  later 
be  heard  upon  all  their  measures,  and  in  con- 
demnation of  those  which  the  q)inion  of  that 
pubUc  detests  and  execrates.  This  is  a  great 
law  of  politics;  it  is  to  the  political  what  gravi- 
tation is  to  the  physical  world ;  it  cannot  be 
counteracted.  Statesmen  know  it,  feel  it ;  they 
do  not  reason  to  it,  but  from  it ;  they  never  lose 
sight  of  it,  but  are  guided  by  it  in  all  their 
measures.  And  those  of  us  who  live  to  see  the 
next  Congress,  will  live  to  see  the  effects  of  that 
law  in  this  House. 

Sir,  we  have  passed  so  many  laws,  we  have 
had  so  many  objects  for  enticing  the  belliger- 
ents on  the  one  hand  and  coercing  them  on  the 
other,  and  enticing  and  coercing  tiiem  together, 
that  I  feel  some  little  difficulty,  in  the  present 
state  of  my  brain,  in  referring  to  them  by  tide 
or  date ;  but  it  is  the  law  passed  on  this  subject, 
in  consequence  of  which  the  celebrated  letter 
of  the  1st  of  August  of  the  Due  de  Cadore  was 
written,  to  which  I  desire  most  particularly  to 
refer.  If^  after  the  proclamation  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  of  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber thereafter,  issued  in  consequence  of  that 
letter,  revoking  so  much  of  our  non-intercourse 
law  as  related  to  France,  an  unbroken  war&re 
being  kept  up  by  France  on  our  commerce — a 
fact  as  notorious  as  the  existence  of  any  fact  in 
nature — was  it  not  good  cause  for  reinstating 
the  law  in  relation  to  France,  and  putting  her 
on  her  ancient  ground  ?  Then  I  would  be  glad 
to  know,  for  one,  whether  our  continuing  at 
war  with  England  was  any  better  cause  for 
keeping  up  the  interdiction  in  relation  to  her, 
after  ^e  had  revoked  her  Orders  in  Council? 
In  other  words,  it  being  admitted  by  gentiemen 
on  one  side,  as  it  has  been  contended  by  gentle* 
men  on  the  other,  that  the  revocation  of  the 
Orders  in  Council  bv  Great  Britmn  was  such  a 
one  as  did  satisfy  the  terms  of  the  non-inter- 
course act,  what  was  the  reason  that  the  proc- 
lamation required  by  our  law  in  such  case  did 
not  issue  ?  Why,  sir,  the  state  of  war  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britun  being  of- 
fensive on  our  part — ^being  of  our  own  mi3cing 
— ^was  held  to  be  a  cause  why  we  cannot  exe- 
cute our  law  as  relates  to  her.  Now,  whilst 
the  continued  war  upon  us  by  France,  by  seiz- 
ures of  our  merchant  vessels  and  their  cargoes, 
is  not  conndered  an  obstacle  to  its  execntion 
in  regard  to  her,  is  it  not  as  clear  as  the' noon- 
day sun,  that  if  the  making  of  war  by  France 
on  the  United  States  did  not  constitute  any 
good  cause  for  withholding  the  revocation  as 
to  her,  when  she  professed  to  have  repealed  her 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  there  was  no  reason 
why  it  should  not  have  been  extended  to  Great 
Britain  also,  when  she  actually  repealed  her 
Orders  in  Council  ? 

I  am  extremely  at  a  loss  to  say  whether  my 
judgment,  my  memory,  my  imagination,  or  my 


Digitized  by 


Google 


686 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H.  or  a] 


AddUionai  MUUafy  Foree^ 


[Jahuakt,  18U. 


command  of  words,  fit  me  for  tlie  expression 
of  the  few  scattered  ideas  I  have  on  this  sub* 

ieot ;  I  fear  that  they  may  fail  me.  But  I  be- 
ieve  it  will  be  conceded,  on  all  hands,  tiiat  if) 
after  the  revocation  of  the  British  Orders  in 
Oonncil,  the  President  of  the  United  States  had, 
aa  he  honorably  might  have  done,  made  that 
repeal  the  basis  of  negotiation  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, there  is  not  a  man  in  this  country — cer^ 
tainly  there  is  none  among  his  admirers  and 
adherents — ^who  would  not  have  hailed  him  as 
the  restorer  of  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the 
country,  which  had  been  so  i^y  (I  had  almost 
said  so  wickedly)  disturbed.  But,  regardless 
of  every  consequence,  we  went  into  war  with 
England  as  an  inconsiderate  couple  go  into 
matrimony,  without  considering  whether  they 
have  the  means  of  sustaining  their  own  exist- 
ence, much  less  that  of  any  unfortunate  prog^ 
eny  that  should  happen  to  be  born  of  tiiem. 
The  sacrifice  was  made.  The  blood  of  Chris- 
tians epjoying  the  privileges  of  jury  trial,  of 
the  writ  of  habecu  eorptu,  of  the  freedom  of 
conscience,  of  the  blessings  of  civil  Uberty, 
citizens  of  the  last  Republic  that  ambition  has 
left  upon  the  face  of  a  desolate  earth-^the 
blood  of  such  a  people  was  poured  out  as  an 
atonement  to  the  Moloch  of  France.  The  Jug^ 
gemaut  of  India  is  said  to  smile  when  it  sees 
the  blood  flow  from  the  human  sacrifice  which 
its  worship  exacts;  the  Emperor  of  France 
might  now  smile  upon  us.  But  no,  sir,  our 
miserable  offeripg  is  spumed.  The  French 
monarch  turns  his  nose  and  his  eves  another 
way.  He  snuflfo  on  the  plains  of  Moscow  a 
thousand  hecatombs,  waiting  to  be  sacrificed 
on  the  shrine  of  his  ambition ;  and  the  city  of 
the  Czars,  the  largest  in  the  world,  is  to  be  at 
once  the  altar  and  the  fire  of  sacrifice  to  his 
miserable  ambition.  And  what  ii\jnry  has  the 
Emperor  of  Rusria  done  to  him  ?  For  what 
was  he  contending?  For  national  existence; 
for  a  bare  existence ;  for  himself  and  the  peo- 
ple who  are  subject  to  his  sway.  And  what, 
sir,  are  you  doing?  Virtually  fighting  the  bat- 
tles of  his  foes ;  surrendering  yourself  to  the 
•  views  of  his  adversary,  without  a  plea — ^with- 
out  any  thing  to  justify  your  becoming  the  vic- 
tims of  his  blasting  ambition. 

Tes,  sir,  after  having  for  years  attempted  to 
drive  us  by  menace  into  war  with  England, 
when  he  has  seen  us  fisdrly  embarked  in  it,  and 
the  champions  of  human  rights  bleeding  in  his 
cause,  the  Ruler  of  France  has  turned  with 
contempt  from  your  reclamations ;  he  has  left 
your  Minister,  who  was  charged  with  those  re- 
clamations, to  follow  him  in  his  Russian  cam- 
paign, to  whip  up  his  jaded  Pegaasus,  and,  trav- 
elling at  his  heels,  to  overtake  him  if  he  can.* 
For  these  injuries  and  insults  what  atonement 
has  been  made?  What  satisfaction  has  been 
received  for  your  plundered  property?  And 
what  is  the  relation  in  which  you  stand  to 


•  Mr.  Barlow*!  jonmey  to  WUjuk  where  he  o&ly  trrlvad 
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France  ?  At  this  moment,  when  it  is  wdl 
known  that  it  would  not  require  one  additional 
man  in  the  army  or  navy  to  make  good,  in  the 
eye  of  nations,  your  character  as  an  independ- 
ent and  high-spirited  people,  you  are  prostnte 
at  the  feet  of  your's  and  the  world's  nndoer. 
Is  there  any  thing  yet  wanting  to  fill  up  the 
full  measure  of  i^usdce  you  have  snstunedf 
Gentlemen  on  all  sides  are  obliged  to  admit  that 
the  provocation  which  we  have  received  fium 
France  is  ample ;  that  the  cup  of  it  is  overflow- 
ing. And  yet,  what  is  our  situation  in  relatioai 
to  that  destroyer  of  mankind — him  who,  de- 
vising death  to  all  that  live,  sits  like  a  cormo- 
rant on  the  tree  of  life ;  who  cannot  be  glutted, 
nor  tired,  with  human  carnage ;  the  imperscxia- 
tion  of  death ;  himself  an  incarnate  death? 

All  this,  I  say,  does  prove — and  if  it  does  not 
I  call  on  gentlemen  to  disprove  the  fact—- that 
there  is  a  difference  in  the  standard  by  which 
we  measure  French  aggressions  and  the  ag- 
gressions of  any  other  people  under  the  son. 
When  Spain  was  the  ally  of  France  she  was— 
what?  She  was  secure  firom  our  indignatioD. 
There  was  not  a  murderer,  a  barbarian,  in  aD 
our  Western  wilderness  that  was  not  safe  under 
the  Spanish  cloak.  For  why?  Because  the 
King  of  Spain,  such  as  he  was — ^for  he  wore 
only  the  semblance  of  a  crown — was  in  alli- 
anoe  with  France ;  and  he  must  not  be  touched. 

But  what  has  BecoJ^ionary  Spain  done? 
What  offence  has  she  committed  against  France t 
That  she  is  not  only  helpless,  destitute  of  re- 
sources, unable  to  return  a  blow,  but,  above  all, 
is  coveted  by  France,  are  considerations  which 
cannot  justify,  on  the  part  of  France,  conduct 
towards  her  more  infls^ous  than  that  of  the 
English  at  Copenhagen — conduct  cowardly  as 
it  is  unprindpled.  But,  sir,  I  forewarn  gwtle- 
men  of  the  Southern  country — ^I  do  beseech 
them,  with  a  sincerity  which  no  man  can  have 
a  right  to  question — to  beware  how  they  tnms- 
fer  the  theatre  of  war  from  the  rocks  and  snows 
of  Canad%to  the  sand-hills,  the  rice-fields,  the 
tobacco  plantations  of  the  Southern  Statesw 
For  th^m  to  think  of  voluntarily  consenting  to 
make  that  region  the  theatre  of  the  war,  would 
compel  me  to  believe  that  they  are  on  Uie  vei^ge 
of  that  madness  which  precedes  the  destruction 
of  all  doomed  by  Heaven  to  perish. 

Sir,  I  have  just  touched,  with  trembling  and 
faltering  hand,  some  of  the  preliminary  obser- 
vations which  I  had  intended,  at  some  time  or 
other,  to  make,  into  which  I  have  now  been 
prematurely  forced  to  enter,  not  more  unex- 
pectedly than  unavoidably,  by  t])e  strange  turn 
which  this  debate  has  taken. 

There  are  two  other  points — ^for,  in  respect 
to  the  Orders  of  Council,  I  shaU  not  say  a  word 
about  them — ^upon  whidi  I  am  veiy  anzioBs  to 
offer  myself  to  your  attention :  the  one  the  cel- 
ebrated point  of  impressment,  which,  though 
it  has  been  very  ably  handled,  is  not  yet  ex- 
hausted :  the  other  the  Indian  war  on  oar  West- 
ern border.  And  I  also  wish  to  say  something 
on  the  sul^ect  of  negotiation.    In  uie  midit « 
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a  war  with  one  of  the  greatest  powers  of  Eu- 
rope, why  should  the  gleam  of  toe  tomahawk 
and  the  scalping-kuife,  the  cries  of  massacred 
women  and  children  reaching  our  ears-— why 
should  these  fright  us  from  our  propriety  ? 
Why,  we  are  told  the  Indians  of  the  West  have 
been  stirred  up  to  war  with  us  by  British 
agents.  But  what  is  the  fact?  That  we  have 
no  Indian  war,  but  a  war  of  our  own  seeking, 
as  I  have  already,  in  the  course  of  this  session, 
read  to  you  certain  proots ;  and  I  wHl  now  give 
you  another.  It  is  this:  It  is  agreed  on  all 
hands — ^no  man  has  attempted  to  dispute  it — 
that,  in  the  affafr  of  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe, 
the  commander  and  the  officers  distmguished 
themselves  by  the  greatest  gallantry.  How 
has  it  happened,  then,  that  while  we  have  been 
freely  voting  medals  to  those  gallant  officers  of 
our  navy  who  have  distinguished  themselves 
cm  the  ocean — and  I  hope  we  shall  vote  tiiem 
something  more  substantial — ^uot  a  whisper  has 
been  heard  in  relation  to  those  who  have  been 
engaged  in  this  expedition  against  the  Indians  f 
The  subject  has  not  been  even  inquired  into. 

Do  we  know,  at  this  moment,  as  a  Legislature, 
the  causes  of  that  disastrous  business — I  call  it 
so  from  its  consequences — or  by  whose  author- 
ity this  war  was  made  9  Or,  is  it  come  to  this ; 
that  Governors  of  our  Territories  are  to  con- 
sider themselves  as  so  many  Hastings  and  Wel- 
lesleys  of  our  country,  and  that,  while  they  do 
not  involve  us  in  war  with  Christians  like 
themselves,  they  may  go  to  any  extent  in  ex- 
terminating the  Bed  Barbarians  here  as  in  the 
East  Indies  Governors  and  Proconsuls  of  the 
British  Government  do  there  in  regard  to  un- 
civilized powers  of  that  quarter  of  the  globe  9 
Is  it  discovered  that  our  Territorial  €k)vernors 
may  at  pleasure  invade  the  territory  of  other 
nations — ^for,  inconsiderable  and  contemptible 
though  they  be,  the  Indian  tribes  a/re  nations — 
la  like  manner  that  the  British  authorities  make 
war  upon  those  nations  of  the  East?  Yes,  sir, 
not  only  is  this  a  war  of  our  own  seeking — ^not 
only  we  had  it  in  our  power  to  keep  the  peace 
— ^but  in  the  country  which  was  the  scene  of 
the  battle,  and  in  the  adjacent  country,  it  was 
the  most  popular  war  ever  waged.  The  fh>ntier 
people  of  tbis  country  have  been  in  the  habit 
of  driving  the  heathen  before  them ;  and  to 
them  the  chase  of  the  deer,  the  elk,  and  the  an- 
telope, is  not  so  ffratefhl  as  that  of  the  red  men 
they  hunt.  I  believe  that  it  is  the  cause  of  se- 
rious regret  to  many  of  the  people  of  tbe  West 
that  there  is  now  no  longer  any  motive  to  drive 
them  from  their  lands.  As  to  the  Red  Men, 
the  Big-Knives  have,  without  any  foreign 
prompting  or  instigation,  driven  them  off  from 
a  country  more  extensive  than  that  over  which 
the  Emperor  of  France  wields  his  sceptre.  So 
I  put  aside  this  item  of  Indian  war  altogether 
as  a  matter  of  account  in  the  list  of  our  griev- 
ances against  the  British  Government.  There 
is  not  a  shadow  of  foundation  for  believing  that 
these  Indians  were  or  could  have  been  instiga- 
ted to  take  up  the  hatchet  against  us  until  hos- 


tile arms  had  been  taken  up  against  them« 
When  driven  to  the  wall  they  must  fight  or  die 
— ^the  last  alternative  left  to  them— for  which 
nobody  can  blame  them. 

It  was,  sir,  a  saying  of  one  of  the  best  men 
who  ever  wrote,  in  correspondence  with  a 
friend,  that  he  had  no  time  to  write  a  shorter 
letter ;  and  I  can  truly  say  that  I  have  not  tim6 
to  deliver  a  shorter  speech.  I  know  that  this ' 
question  will  be  taken  to-day,  for  I  have  been 
so  admonished ;  and  my  own  very  severe  and 
sudden  indisposition,  which  I  am  almost  ashamed 
to  name,  will  compel  me  to  detain  your  atten- 
tion much  longer  than  under  other  circumstan- 
ces would  have  been  the  case. 

A  word,  now,  on  the  subject  of  impressment. 
Our  foreign  trade  had  grown  beyond  the 
capacity  of  either  our  tonnage  or  seamen  to 
manage.  Our  mercantile  marine  was  an  in- 
fant Hercules ;  but  it  was  overloaded  beyond 
its  strength :  the  crop  was  too  abundant  to  be 
gathered  by  our  hands  alone.  The  consequence 
was,  and  a  natural  one  too,  that  not  only  the 
capitalists  flocked  into  our  country  from  abroad 
to  share  in  our  growing  commerce,  but  the 
policy  also  of  our  Government  was  adapted  to 
it,  and  a  law  was  passed  to  enable  us  to  avaU 
ourselves  of  the  services  of  British  seamen  and 
seamen  of  other  countries.  And,  in  doing  this, 
we  availed  ourselves  of  the  pretext — ^which,  as 
long  as  the  countries  to  which  tliey  belonged 
winked  at  it,  was  fair  for  us  to  use— of  taking 
these  British  seamen  for  Americans.  It  was  in 
1796  that  commenced  the  act,  to  which  refer- 
ence has  been  made,  and  that  system  of  ^^  pro- 
tections," as  they  were  called,  the  very  mention 
of  which,  at  this  day,  causes  a  burst  of  honest 
indignation  in  the  breast  of  citizens  whose  sit- 
uation enables  them  to  ascertain  their  true 
character.  If  these  ^^  protections,"  so  termed, 
have  not  been  forged  all  over  Europe,  it  is  only 
for  the  reason  that  the  notes  of  a  certain  bank 
of  which  I  have  heard  have  not  been  forged, 
viz :  that,  the  bank  being  broke,  its  notes  were 
so  wortiiless  that  people  would  not  even  steal^ 
them.  The  **  protections "  are  attainable  by 
everybody ;  by  men  of  all  ages,  countries,  and 
descriptions.  They  are  a  mere  farce.  The  is- 
suing of  then»  has  gone  far  to  disgrace  the 
character  of  the  country,  and  has  brought  into 
question  and  jeopardy  we  rights  of  real  Ameri- 
can citizens.  This  question  of  impressment, 
delicate  as  it  has  been  said  to  be — difficult  as  in 
one  view  it  certainly  is — is,  of  all  others,  in  my 
Judgment,  the  most  compact.  With  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  I  will  say  that  the  tide 
of  emigration  has  brought  to  the  shores  of  our 
country  many  most  valuable  characters ;  some 
of  them  persons  with  whom  I  have  the  honor 
of  being  in  habits,  not  only  of  intimacy,  but 
friendship.  I  believe  there  does  not  exist  one 
man  of  this  description,  who  comes  "bona  fide 
to  this  country  to  settie  himself  and  children 
here,  that  would  require  you  to  go  to  war  on 
his  account.  And,  sir,  I  believe  that  the  bellig- 
erent position  itself  in  which  yon  now  find 
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yourself  will  relieve  you  in  a  great  degree  of 
this  evil,  for  many  Heamen  who  have  so  long, 
by  virtue  of  these  "  protections,"  passed  them- 
selves off  for  American,  will  find  it  to  be  very 
convenient  to  be  Portuguese  or  Swedish  seamen, 
or  seamen  of  some  other  State  than  the  United 
States — some  State  that  is  not  at  war  with  Eng- 
land. Sir,  there  is  a  wide  difference  between 
*  the  character  of  American  seamen  and  seamen 
of  every  other  country  on  earth.  The  Ameri- 
can seaman  has  a  home  on  the  land,  a  domicil, 
a  wife  and  children,  to  whom  he  is  attached, 
to  whom  he  is  in  the  habit  of  returning  after 
his  voyages ;  with  whom  he  spends,  sometimes, 
a  long  vacation  from  the  toils  of  maritime  life. 
It  is  not  60  with  the  seamen  of  other  countries. 
For  the  protection  of  men  of  the  first  descrip- 
tion, I  am  disposed,  if  necessary,  to  use  the  force 
of  the  countiy,  but  for  no  other.  I  know,  in- 
deed, that  some  gentlemen  who  have  spoken 
much  on  the  subject  of  the  principle  of  im- 
pressment, will  tell  you  that  the  right  to  take 
ttom  a  neutral  vessel  one  seaman,  &  carried  to 
its  extent,  involves  a  right  to  take  any,  or  all 
seamen.  Why,  sir,  in  like  manner,  it  might  be 
argued  that  the  taking  illegally  of  one  v^sel  at 
sea  involves  the  right  to  take  every  vessel. 
And  yet,  sir,  who  ever  heard  of  two  nations 
ffoing  to  war  about  a  single  case  of  capture, 
though  admitted  not  to  be  justified  by  the  laws? 
Such  a  case  never  did  and  never  wiM  occur. 

Of  one  thing  we  are  certain :  it  rests  upon  no 
doubtful  ground:  that  Great  Britain,  rather 
than  surrender  the  right  of  impressing  her  own 
seamen,  will  nail  her  colors  to  the  mast,  and  go 
down  with  them.  And  she  is  right,  because, 
when  she  does'  surrender  it,  she  is  Samson 
shorn  of  his  strength :  the  sinews  of  her  power 
are  cut.  I  say  this  openly  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives ;  and  I  am  not  communicating  to 
the  enemy  a  secret  of  any  value,  because  she  has 
herself  told  us  that  she  can  never  surrender  it. 
She  has  told  us  so,  not  when  she  stood  in  the 
relation  of  an  enemy  toward  us,  but  in  the  friend- 
ly intercourse  of  the  British  Ministry  with  our 
late  Commissioners  at  London.  Turn  to  the 
book :  I  wish  the  honorable  gentleman,  if  he 
has  it,  would  for  a  moment  let  me  have  the  use 
of  it.  You  are  told  in  that  book  that  every  ef- 
fort was  made  by  the  American  Commissioners 
to  effect  a  relaxation  of  this  right;  that  the 
British  Ministry  evinced  the  sincerest  desire  to 
give  satisfaction  to  them  on  this  noint:  hut 
what?  The  Admiralty  was  consulted;  they 
waked  up  out  of  their  slumbers  the  Civilians  at 
Doctors'  Commons  to  deliberate  upon  it ;  and 
they  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain  could  not  give  up  that 
right.  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney,  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  United  States  to  negotiate  a 
treaty  with  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  in 
their  correspondence  with  their  own  Govern- 
ment, give  this  fact  to  excuse  themselves  for 
failing  to  accomplish  their  object,  and  to  prove 
that  every  thing  had  been  done  that  could  be  on 
their  part,  and  every  thing  conceded  on  the  oth- 


er side  that  the  most  friendly  dlsp(»iti(»  could 
warrant^-and  here  I  do  not  speak  of  ma^ed 
friendship,  but  of  real  friendship.  Ahhongli 
every  thing  possible  had  been  done,  this  right  of 
impressment  of  her  own  seamen  was  a  nne  qua 
nan  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain — one  wluck 
would  not,  could  not,  must  not,  be  surrendered. 
And,  sir,  if  this  question  of  the  right  of  impreas- 
ment  was  one  on  which  we  were  to  go  to  inr 
with  Great  Britain,  we  ought  to  have  gone  to 
war  then  ;  because  we  were  then  told  bj  the 
highest  authority  in  that  Government  that  thii 
was  a  point  which  never  would  he  given  op. 

I  find,  sir,  that  I  cannot  trust  my  broken  voiee 
to  read  the  book,  now  that  it  is  in  my  hand,  bat 
must  rely  upon  my  recollection  for  facts. 

Now,  this  question  lies  as  I  have  said,  in  a 
very  small  compass.  The  right  of  Great  Britiiii 
to  take  her  own  seamen  firom  your  mercbant 
vessels,  (if  it  be  a  right,)  is  one  which  she  his 
exercised  ever  since  you  were  a  People,  wherev- 
er occasions  for  its  exercise  have  occnncd. 
Will  you  not  only  go  to  war,  but  wage  a  hdhtm 
ad  internecmum  for  it  ?  WUl  you  wage  an  end- 
less war  of  extermination  for  this  right,  which, 
you  have  known  for  two  and  twenty  yean  of 
your  national  existence,  she  will  not  relinqmshf 
A  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  of  whoeecapadtj 
few  men  have  more  respectful  opinion  than  my- 
self has  quoted  the  diplomatic  correspoDdenee 
as  far  back  as  1792,  to  show  what  Genenl 
WASHnroTOK^s  opinions  were  on  thb  qnestioD 
of  impressment,  and  this  opinion  of  the  Father 
of  his  Country  is  now  held  up  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  enlistiDg 
their  prejudices  in  the  conviction  that,  bj  in- 
volving the  country  in  warfare,  we  are  at  this 
moment  treading  in  the  footsteps  of  that  great 
man,  and  acting  upon  his  principles.  Kothiof; 
can  be  more  untrue.  To  say  that  the  Treaty  oi 
Louisiana  was  negotiated  two  years  after  the 
letter  of  instruction  quoted  from  the  Washceo- 
TON  Administration,  and  that  that  treaty  con- 
tained no  provisions  on  this  point,  is  a  r^j  in 
full  on  this  course  of  argument.  But  what  does 
the  correspondence  referred  to  prove?  Whit 
every  treaty,  what  every  negotiation,  has  prov- 
en :  that  England  would  not  give  np  this  point, 
although  she  made  offers  for  guarding  against 
abuse — offers  more  favorable  to  ns  than  oqr  to 
her.  And  yet  the  Administration  of  this  Gov- 
ernment have  had  the  hardihood  or  the  foUy  to 
plunge  the  nation  into  a  war  for  it — ^for  a  point 
on  which  General  Washington,  Mr.  Adams,  tnd 
Mr.  Jefferson,  men  differing  from  each  other  as 
may  be  in  every  aspect,  had  been  content  to  ne- 
gotiate,  rather  than  go  to  war  for  its  assertioa. 

What  was  the  offer  made  to  car  Government 
by  the  British  Ministry?  If  I  do  not  forget, 
their  offer  was  that  they  would  not  impress 
American  seamen.  Their  offer  to  us  was  not 
accepted,  but  it  was  beyond  question,  in  my 
opinion,  more  beneficial  than  the  propositioB 
which  we  on  that  occasion  made  to  them. 

But  it  may  be  said  that  the  right  of  search 
cannot  be  endured ;  that  the  protection  of  oor 
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flag  nrast  be  held  ininolate ;  that  if  a  searoh  of 
our  ahips  be  permitted  for  British  seamen,  thej 
may  aotnallj  take  American  seamen.  Sir,  there 
is  no  donbt  of  the  fiiot  that  by  mistake,  some- 
times perhaps  by  wilful  miscondnct,  on  the  part 
of  officers  engaged  in  the  search,  soch  a  thing 
may  happen.  But,  should  we  not  think  it  ex- 
oeedinglv  strange  that  the  misconduct  of  an 
officer  of  the  American  Government,  in  one  caee 
in  twenty  if  you  will,  should  be  a  cause  of  war 
for  any  nation  against  us  ?  It  is  one  of  those 
cases  which  does  occur,  and  will  forever  occur, 
to  a  neutral  power,  whenever  a  general  war  is 
lighted  up.  It  is  one  of  the  prices  which  this 
oonntry  has  to  pay  for  its  rapid  accession  of 
wealth,  such  as  is  unheard  of  in  the  annals  of 
any  other  nation  but  our  own.  And  this,  sir,  is 
the  state  of  things  in  which  we  have  undertak- 
en, in  children's  language,  to  quarrel  with  our 
bread  and  butter ;  and  to  identify  ourselves  with 
one  of  the  belligerents  in  a  war  in  which  we 
have  no  proper  concern.  I  will  not  touch  at 
all  the  abstract  question  of  the  right  of  impress- 
ment: it  has  been  so  much  more  ably  handled 
by  others  that  I  shall  not  say  a  word  about  it. 
[  address  myself  to  the  common  sense  of  the 
planter,  the  fanner,  the  agriculturist  of  our 
country — are  you  willing  upon  such  grounds  as 
these  to  continue  this  war?  I  have  no  doubt 
what  will  be  their  answer. 

On  these  subjects  I  have  delivered  my  senti- 
ments more  than  once  before  in  this  House.  I 
think  of  them  with  horror  as  the  accursed  cause 
of  this  war.  Not  that  the  men  who  are  in  power 
are  worse  men  than  other  people,  but  that  they 
have  brought  upcm  this  land  of  peace  and  free- 
dom issues  the  end  of  which  it  would  beimpos- 
mble  for  any  human  being  to  divine. 

One  thing  is  certain,  that  the  right  of  search 
does  practically  exist,  and  has  been  acknowl- 
edged by  all  nations.  The  President  of  the 
United  States  and  his  Secretary  of  State,  as  great 
masters  of  the  Law  of  Nations,  wiU  be  among 
the  first  to  acknowledge  it ;  they  have  acknowl- 
edged it,  and  by  our  treaties  with  tbreign  pow- 
ers, this  country  has  heretofore  acknowledged 
it,  so  fur  as  concerns  the  right  to  search  for  con- 
traband goods  and  enemy's  property.  Suppose 
that  there  are  notorious  abuses  under  this  right : 
should  we  be  justified  in  declaring  that  no  search 
whatever  of  our  merchant  vessels  shall  be  al- 
lowed ?  There  is  no  doubt  that,  under  the  cdor 
of  the  right  of  search — ^for  I  am  advocating  its 
lawful  purposes  only — abuses  have  been  com- 
mitted on  neutrals ;  and  as  long  as  men  exist  it 
will  be  so.  The  liability  to  abuse  of  this  right 
is  the  price  which  neutrals  pay  for  the  advan- 
tages which  they  derive  fi*om  their  neutrality ; 
and  I  should  like  to  know  whether  it  wonld  be 
for  me  to  join  in  the  contest  in  which  these  bel- 
ligerents are  ene^ed  for  the  recovery  of  my 
nefitrcU  rights.  Where  are  those  rights  when 
great  maritime  powers  become  belligerent  f 
There  are  neutral  rights  undoubtedly,  but  there 
are  also  neutral  duties.  And  shall  a  neutral  na- 
tion, a  nation  which  has  in  that  charaoter  pros- 
Vou  IV.^44 


pered  and  flourished  more  than  any  people  on 
the  face  of  the  globe,  sacrifice  those  rights  and 
those  advantages,  and  resort  to  war  against 
one  of  those  belligerents— and  for  what  ?  For 
a  point  of  honor!  Tet,  whilst  in  this  Quixotic 
spirit  we  have  gone  to  war  with  England ;  al- 
though we  have  been  robbed,  reviled,oontemned 
throughout  by  the  Emperw  of  France,  we  can 
see  no  cause  of  war  with  him  I 

What  shall  we  say  of  the  IVeneh  doctrine  in 
relation  to  this  sulgeot  of  impressment  ?  If  that 
has  been  dwelt  upon  in  this  debate  by  any  hon- 
orable f^tieman  of  this  House  it  has  escaped 
my  notice.  What  is  the  French  doctrine  on  this 
snlject— established  at  the  time  when  the  United 
States  stood  in  relations  of  peace  and  amity  to 
that  power,  when  every  heart  beat  high  with 
sympathy  for  the  success  of  French  freedom ; 
when  some  of  those  who  have  since  transferred 
their  admiration,  I  will  not  say  their  love,  to 
the  present  head  of  the  French  Government,  to 
the  enemy  of  French  freedom,  and  all  freedom, 
to  all  commerce,  and  right,  and  religion-^-at  the 
time  when  some  of  those  who  have  since  so  la- 
mentably changed  on  this  subject  felt  an  interest 
for  f^eeaom  and  France  scarcely  inferiw  to  thai 
which  they  felt  for  freedom  and  America  ?  What 
were  then  the  doctrines  of  the  French  Govern* 
ment  ?  That  all  who  spoke  the  English  language 
should  be  treated  as  Englishmen,  unless  they 
could  give  proof  to  the  contrary ;  the  ontis  prih 
bandi  lying  on  those  who  spoke  the  language  €^ 
Locke,  and  Newton,  and  Milton,  and  ShiUtopeare. 
Yes,  sir,  whilst  the  English  Government  estab- 
lishes no  such  doctrine,  the  French  Government 
acts  upon  the  principle  that  speaking  the  Eng- 
lish language  is  pritna  faeU  evidence  of  your 
being  a  British  sulject,  and  would  justify  their 
treating  you  as  an  enemy,  the  burden  of  the 
proof  to  the  contrary  being  thrown  upon  your- 
self. 

And,  sir,  is  it  nothing  to  the  bill  which  we 
are^now  debating,  for  raising  an  additional  army 
of  twenty  thousand  men— or  is  it  a  departure 
from  ordw  to  hint  on  this  floor  at  a  circumstance 
which  all  men  are  employed  and  occupied  in  dis- 
cussing at  their  fire-sides? — ^that  this  army,  to 
donstitnte  an  aggregate  of  fifty-five  thousand 
regular  troops,  is  about  to  be  put  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  man  who  was  the  authw  of  the 
Anonymous  Letters  at  Newburg  at  the  dose  <^ 
the  Revolutionary  war,  inciting  a  handful  of 
men,  the  remnant  of  the  old  American  army — 
periiaps  not  numbering  six  thousand  ^together 
— »to  ^ve  a  memter  to  tiie  nation?  Is  that  a  con- 
^deration  to  have  no  weight  upon  such  a  ques- 
tion as  this  ?  With  me,  sir,  it  is  conclusive.  I  will 
tell  gentiemen  on  both  sides  of  the  House  that  a 
Government  or  a  man  may  despise  a  calumny — 
that  the  arrows  of  slander  will  fall  blunt  and 
harmless  upon  them— ^provided  that  the  Govern* 
merft  and  the  num  be  true  to  itself  and  himself 
Tes,  sir,  ask  yourself  this  question  in  regard  to  any 
man,  to  whom  you  are  about  to  confide  important 
trusts :  Does  he  pay  his  just  debts  ?  Is  he  a  man 
of  truth  ?  Does  he  discharge  as  he  ought  the  da« 
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ties  of  a  friend,  a  brother  in  society  ?  After  hav- 
ing done  that,  be  his  politics  what  they  may, 
and  his  pecnliarity  of  opinion  in  politics  what  it 
may,  he  is  a  good  man ;  he  acquires  the  esteem 
of  all  who  know  him ;  he  is  impenetrable  to 
mere  vnlgar  calumny.  This  €k>vernment  ought 
to  employ  men  of  rial  worth  and  capacity :  it  is 
not  always  that  those  showing  qualities  attract- 
ing attention  in  private  life,  or  as  companionsi 
are  of  real  capacity.  Do  those  who  administer 
the  Government  make  it  a  rule  to  employ  in  the 
public  service  none  but  men  of  real  capacity,  or 
worth,  of  integrity,  and  of  high  character?  Do 
they  give  their  contracts  and  ofSces  without 
fear,  favor,  or  affection,  to  men  of  responsibility 
and  diaracter— to  such  men  as  you  would  in 
private  life  give  your  own  contracts  to  ?  Or  do 
they  bestow  them,  as  i9  done  in  some  Govern- 
ments differently  constituted  from  ours,  where 
church  preferment  and  military  m^ferment  are 
sometimes  made  a  dirty  job  of  Parliamentary 
interest  ?  Do  they  employ  men  of  clean  hands, 
with  fair  characters ;  oris  every  caitiff  without 
examination,  welcome  to  tlieir  arms,  provkled 
he  can  bring  with  him  theproof  of  Ms  treachery 
to  his  former  employers  9  It  depends  on  these 
&ot8  whether  confidence  is  due  to  any  Admin- 
istration of  the  €K)vemment. 

8ir,  I  have  much  yet  to  say  which  appeared 
to  me,  when  I  rose,  not  to  be  unworthy  your 
attention ;  but  I  confess  to  you,  with  feelings 
something  like  contrition,  that  my  opinion  on 
this  subject  has  undergone  a  change. 

There  is  one  point,  however,  on  which  I  do 
not  know  how  to  speak  in  this  place  with  the 
reverence  which  is  due  to  it.  I  cannot  pass  it 
over,  and  yet  I  know  not  how  to  touch  it.  Yes, 
sir,  there  is  one  reflection  pressiug  itsdf  as  a 
crown  of  thorns  upon  my  own  head,  which  I 
am  bound  to  present  to  the  consideration  of  this 
Assembly  and  this  people.  Is  it  fitting  that  the 
only  two  nations  among  whom  the  worship  of 
the  true  God  has  been  maintained  widi  any 
thing  like  truth  and  freedom  from  ocnruption ; 
tiiat  the  only  two  nations  among  whom  this 
worship  has  been  preserved  unstained,  shall  be 
the  two  now  arrayed  against  each  other  in  hos- 
tile arms  in  a  c<mfiict  in  which,  let  who  will 
conquer  in  the  fight,  his  success  in  one  point,  if 
that  be  an  object  will  have  been  attained  :  so 
much  of  human  life,  liberty,  and  happiness,  will 
have  perished  in  the  affray— in  the  service  of 
this  soourge  with  which  it  has  pleased  God,  in 
his  wisdom  and  justice,  not  in  his  mercy,  to  in- 
flict mankind  9  Is  it  fitting  that  those  hands 
which  unite  in  giving  to  idolaters  and  to  the 
heathen  the  Word  of  God,  the  Book  of  life— 
that  those  hands,  and  those  alone,  should  be 
thus  drenched  in  each  other's  blood  9  Will  you 
unite  as  a  Christian  with  your  IVotestant  Imx>- 
ther  across  the  Atiantic  for  these  noble  purposes, 
and  then  plunge  the  dagger  into  his  breast  with 
whom  you  are  associated  in  a  cause  so  holy-^ 
one  so  infinitely  transcending  the  low,  the  littie, 
the  dirty  business  we  are  called  upon  here  to 
transact?    I  hope  that  the  sacrifice  may  be 


stopped.  We  have  nothing  to  eipect  from  the 
mission  of  our  Minister  to  the  Ruler  of  Frtnoe, 
whether  at  Moscow,  or  wherever  else  he  msj 
be.  The  Deity  or  Devil  whom  we  worrii^  is 
not  to  be  mollified  by  our  suppliant  appeali 
Let  us  turn  from  him — come  out  of  his  house— 
and  join  in  the  worship  of  the  true  and  Bvisg 
God,  instead  of  spilling  the  blood  of  his  people 
on  the  abominable  altar  of  the  Frendi  Moloch. 

Sir,  I  have  done.  I  could  have  wished  to 
continue  ray  remarks  further,  but  I  cannot 

When  Mr.  Bakoouph  oondnded,  the  Hodr 
adjourned. 

Thithsdat,  January  14. 
Additional  Military  Force. 

The  House  then  resumed  theccwsideratioDiif 
the  bill  to  raise  twenty  additional  regiments  cf 
infantry  for  one  year. — ^The  question  being  oa 
the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Stow,  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  aware  of 
the  delicacy  and  novdty  of  my  situation,  as  well 
from  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  as  from  the 
neutral  course  which  I  mean  to  pnnae.  He 
must  have  been  indeed  an  inattentive  obearer 
of  mankind  who  proposes  to  himself  mA  t 
course  without  being  exposed  to  dijffic&lties  tod 
dangers  from  every  side.  Our  country  has  ex- 
perienced them  too  long  frx>m  the  great  bel- 
iigerents  of  Europe,  and  an  individoal  wiD 
quickly  find  tbem  here.  For  even  this  Hoose 
is  not  exempt  from  its  great  party  belHgereatB 
who  issue  their  conflicting  decrees  and  Qrden 
in  Council ;  and,  in  imitation  of  the  hostile 
Europeans,  it  is  sometimes  a  sufficient  eaose  of 
c(mdenmation  to  have  been  qpoken  with  by  the 
adverse  side.  Tet,  notwithstanding  all  then 
dangers,  I  mean  to  launch  my  neutial  baik  oa 
this  tempestuous  ocean,  conscious  of  the  ite- 
titude  of  my  intentions,  and  humbly  hoping 
for  the  approbation  of  my  country  and  vq 
God. 

The  proper  extent  of  the  discussion  growiiy 
out  of  this  bill  seemed  to  be  confined  to  these 
inquiries :  Can  the  force  contemplated  be  oh* 
tained  ?  If  obtained,  will  it  acoomplish  tite  eod 
proposed  ?  And  lastly,  will  the  force  be  sd 
economical  one  ?  If  the  dlscnssion  had  beea 
confined  to  these  limits  I  would  have  listenedL 
and  not  have  spoken ;  but,  or,  it  has  takes  t 
wider  range,  and  assumed  a  more  importsnt 
aspect.  It  has  embraced  the  present,  and  ptit* 
and  the  future.  The  causes  of  the  war,  and  the 
m9de  of  conducting  It,  have  been  investigated, 
axid  even  confident  predictions  have  beea  made 
as  to  its  end.  The  history  and  the  state  of  cm 
negotiations  have  been  carefully  examined— and 
the  Presidential  order  of  succession  has  bea 
scrutinized  by  the  light  of  experience  as  well  si 
that  of  proiAiecy,  We  have  sometimes  bea 
forced  into  the  scenes  of  private  life;  and,  st 
other  times,  we  have  been  chained  to  the  ear  cf 
Napoleon.  In  short-,  sir,  the  discusBon  hii 
ranged  as  wide  aa  existence^  and,  not  cooteDfi 
with  thati  theq>eakers  '^have  eihansted  woildi, 
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and  then  imagined  new."  I  do  not  pretend  to 
eensore  thifl — it  may  be  well  for  the  people  to 
have  their  political  oonoema  thns  splendidly 
dresBed  and  passed  in  review  before  thenfu  Bat 
Btill  I  will  attempt  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Eoose  from  the  regions  of  fiction,  of  fancy,  and 
of  poetry,  to  the  humble,  but  I  trust  no  less 
profitable,  sphere  of  reality  and  prose,  i  Passing 
by  many  of  those  things  which  have  amused  by 
their  ingenuity,  or,  surprised  by  their  novelty, 
but  which  do  not  deserve  a  serious  answer,  I 
wUl  endeavor  to  state  distinctly  the  grounds 
taken  by  the  opponents  of  this  bill,  or  rather 
the  opponents  of  furnishing  the  means  of  pros- 
ecuting the  war:  Firstly.  It  is  alleged  *^that 
the  war  was  originally  upjust"  Secondly. 
*'That  if  the  war  was  originally  just,  it  has 
become  uigust  to  continue  it  in  consequence  of 
the  revocation  of  the  British  Orders  in  Ooun« 
cil.*^  Thirdly.  **  That  it  is  inexpedient,  to  pros- 
ecute  the  war,  because  we  have  no  means  of 
coercing  our  enemy  or  enforcing  our  claims." 
Fourthly.  "  That  we  are  unable  to  support  the 
war.''  And  fifthly.  "  That^in  condderation  of 
all  these  circumstances,  the  House  ought  to  with- 
hold the  means  of  further  prosecuting  the  war." 
First,  then,  it  was  alleged  that  the  war  was 
originally  unjust.  Here  let  me  call  on  the  House 
to  distingui^  between  unjust  and  inexpedient 
Nothing  can  be  more  important  than  to  have 
dear  and  distinct  ideas  about  those  words  which 
lie  at  the  bottom  of  a  sdence,  or  inquiry.  This 
is  happily  illustrated  in  mathematics — there 
every  word,  by  tlie  help  of  diagrams,  is  carefully 
defined ;  and  the  consequence  is,  that  there  are 
no  disputes  among  mathematicians,  while  their 
labors  have  done  honor  to  mankind.  A  thing 
may  be  Just  and  yet  inexpedient :  the  justice  of 
an  act  relates  to  the  conduct  of  another,  the 
expediency  of  our  own  situation.  It  may  be 
just  for  me  to  sue  the  man  who  withholds  fh>m 
me  the  smallest  sum ;  and  yet  so  inexpedient 
as  to  be  even  ridiculous.  Thus  a  war  may  be 
perfectly  just,  and  at  the  same  time  highly  in- 
expedient. This,  if  I  mistake  not.  was  the 
ground  generally  taken  the  last  year  by  the  op- 
ponents of  the  war,  particularly  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  before  me,  (Mr.  8hef- 
FKT,)  which  pointed  out  the  distinction  which  I 
have  endeavored  to.  do,  though  with  more  abil- 
ity and  success.  I  hope  the  House  will  bear 
this  distinction  in  mind ;  because  it  is  of  the 
greatest  importance  in  the  mvestigation  which 
I  intend  to  make.  Before  I  enter  further  on 
the  argument,  I  ask  the  House  to  indulge  um 
for  a  moment  while  I  explain  my  views  relative 
to  the  commencement  <^  the  war.  I  never  saw 
any  want  of  provocation  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain.  I  never  for  an  instant  doubted  the 
justice  of  the  war,  while  I  urged  its  inexpe- 
diency with  all  my  miffht.  I  considered  man 
placed  here  by  a  benencent  Providence,  on  a 
fertile  soil,  and  in  a  happy  dimate,  enlightened 
by  science,  and  protected  by  the  wisest  of  laws. 
By  our  Revolution  cut  adrift,  as  I  may  say,  from 
the  dd  world,  before  the  storm  which  was 


about  to  desolate  Europe  arose,  I  fondly  hoped 
that  this  new  world  would  furnish  one  fair  ex- 
periment of  what  science,  liberty  and  j)eaoe, 
might  achieve,  f^  from  those  corruption^  which 
have  eternally  attended  on  war.  I  hoped  to  see 
the  country  improved,  and  bound  together  by 
roads  and  cands,  to  see  it  adorned  by  literary 
institutions,  and  by  evei^  establishment  which 
refiects  honor  upon  man.  Nor  do  I  yet  believe 
that  this  was  an  Utopian  vision,  or  an  idle 
dream.  I  still  believe  it  might  all  have  been 
realized  by  a  different  course — ^but  the  nation 
has  determined  on  war,  and,  though  it  was 
not  my  choice,  I  still  maintain  that  it  is  not 
unjust  / 

I  shall  now  examine  the  second  prbpontion, 
^*'  that  if  the  war  was  originally  just^  its  further 
prosecution  is  unjusf  On  what  ground  does 
this  rest  ?  It  is  this,  that  the  Orders  in  Oouncil 
were  the  cause  of  the  war ;  those  orders  having 
ceased,  the  prosecution  of  the  war  becomes  un- 
just. Here  again  justice  and  expediency  are 
confounded.  It  was  never  maintained,  that  the 
Orders  in  Goundl  rendered  war  more  just  than 
many  other  outrages,  though  they  went  farther 
to  prove  its  expediency,  and  even  necessity. 
It  therefore  follows,  that  their  repeal  does  not 
aflfect  the  Instice  of  the  war ;  unle^  accom- 
panied with  compensation  for  the  spoliations 
committed  under  them,  and  atonement  made 
for  other  wrongs.  Neither  of  these,  is  it  pre- 
tended, has  been  done ;  except  so  far  as  relates 
to  the  afGur  of  the  Chesapeake,  and  which  I 
purposely  left  out  of  the  catalogue  of  grievanoes. 
An  injury  which  was  a  just  cause  of  war,  re- 
mains a  just  cause  for  its  continuance,  till 
atonement  is  offered,  or  till  it  is  settied  by  nego- 
tiation. But,  sir,  an  ample  justification  of  war 
remains  in  the  impressment  of  our  seamen.  The 
daim  on  our  part  is  not,  as  has  been  alleged,  a 
daiib  to  protect  British  seamen — it  is  a  claim 
to  protect  American  citizens.  Nay,  more,  as 
respects  the  justice  of  the  continuance  of  the 
war,  it  is  a  daim  only,  that  they  will  cease  firom 
the  practice  during  the  truce,  that  it  may  be 
seen  whether  it  is  possible  to  arrange  it  by  ne- 
gotiation. Is  it  ui^ust  to  continue  the  war,  till 
ttAa  demand  is  complied  with?  or  does  any 
American  wish  to  see  his  country  prostrated 
still  lower! 

Having  thus  &r  expliuned  my  ideas  rdative 
to  the  justice  of  the  commencement  and  con- 
tinuance of  the  war,  I  will  now  proceed  to  an- 
swer the  third  objection,  namdy:  That  it  is 
inexpedient  to  carry  it  on,  because  we  have  no 
means  of  coercing  our  enemy — of  compelling 
him — ^to  what  I  barely  to  a  just  and  honorable 
peace ;  for  that  is  all  we  demand.  And  have 
we  no  means  of  doing  this?  Better,  then, 
to  surrender  the  diarter  of  our  independence, 
confess  we  are  incapable  of  self-protection,  and 
beg  his  most  gracious  Muesty  to  again  take  us 
under  his  patmud  care.  Buch  a  doctrine,  sir,  is 
as  unfounded,  as  it  is  degrading  to  the  American 
character.  We  have  ample  means  of  compel- 
ling Great  Britain  to  do  us  Justice;  they  are  to 
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be  found  in  the  yalae  of  onr  commerce ;  in  the 
enterprise  of  onr  privateers ;  in  the  gallantry  of 
onr  ships  of  war,  and  the  oonqneet  of  her  proY- 
inces.  Onr  cnstom  (oonddering  her  in  the 
light  of  a  mechanic  or  merchant  who  snpplies) 
is  of  vital  importance  to  Great  Britain.  It  is 
not  to  be  measured  by  its  amonnt,  in  pounds, 
shillings,  and  pence/bnt  by  the  strength  and 
support  she  derives  from  the  intercourse.  For, 
while  I  admit  that  Great  Britain  does  not  send 
half  her  exports  to  the  United  States,  I  do 
maintain,  that  the  custom  of  this  country  is  of 
more  importance  to  her,  than  that  of  the  whole 
world  besides.  It  is  with  a  nation  as  with  an 
individual,  if  he  exchange  luxuries  for  luxuries, 
or  superfluities,  such  as  ribands  for  ribands, 
which  he  consumes,  he  adds  nothing  to  his 
wealth ;  but  if  he  exchange  his  luxuries,  or  his 
ribands,  for  bread,  or  for  such  materials  as  give 
scope  to  his  industry,  he  is  then  benefited,  and 
enriched  by  the  interchange.  Such  is  the  situa- 
tion of  Great  Britain  with  regard  to  Amer- 
ica. She,  and  her  dependencies,  receive  more 
of  provision,  and  raw  materials,  ih>m  America, 
than  from  all  other  parts  of  the  world  together. 
Our  trade  exactly  gives  efRdct  to  her  industry, 
her  machinery,  and  her  capital.  And  it  is  this 
which  has,  in  a  great  de^ee,  enabled  her  to 
make  such  gigantic  efforts  in  the  awful  contest 
in  which  she  is  engaged.  Our  prirateers;  will 
they  have  no  effect  on  Great  J^ritain  f  Will 
she* learn  nothing  fh>m  the  loss  of  three  or  four 
hundred  ships  ?  And  will  she  be  insensible  to 
the  efforts  of  our  little  Navy  ?  Can  they  touch 
no  nerve  in  which  Britons  feel  ?  Far  <Merent 
are  my  conclusions,  from  what  I  have  seen  in 
British  papers — ^they  show  that  she  is  trem- 
blingly alive  to  that  subject. 

Sir,  I  will  now  consider  her  provinces,  about 
which  so  much  has  been  sdd.  I,  too,  will  speak 
of  that  wonderful  country,  called  Canada,  which 
unites  in  itself  all  contrarieties  t  Which  is  so 
oold  and  sterile,  as  to  be  not  worth  possessing ; 
and  so  fertile,  that  if,  by  any  calamity  it  shoidd 
become  ours,  it  would  seduce  away  our  popula- 
tion ;  which  is  so  unhappy  under  the  British  Gov- 
ernment as  not  to  lure  our  inhabitants ;  yet  so 
happy^  that  it  is  criminal  to  disturb  their  feli- 
city ; — whose  inhabitants,  if  united  with  ours, 
would  destroy  us,  because  they  have  none  of 
the  habits  of  freemen ;  and  who,  well  knowing 
the  privileges  of  their  free  Government,  will 
defend  them  to  the  last.  A  country  which  is 
of  no  importance  to  Great  Britain,  and  whose 
loss  would  not  make  her  feel ;  a  country  which 
is  so  valuable  to  Great  Britain  that  she  will 
never  give  it  up.  A  country  so  weak  that  it  is 
inglorious  to  attack  it ;  and  a  country  so  strong 
that  we  can  never  take  it.  But,  sir,  leaving 
these,  and  a  thousand  other  contradictions,  the 
work  of  fancy  or  of  spleen,  I  will  present  to  the 
House  what  I  believe  to  be  a  true  view  of  the 
subject,  drawn  from  a  near  residence  and  much 
careful  examination.  Canada  is  of  great  im- 
portance both  to  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States.    It  is  important  to  Great  Britain  in  the 


amount  and  kind  of  its  exports.  In  the  In! 
year  preceding  war,  its  exports  amoonted  to 
between  seven  and  nine  miUions  of  ddlars,  an 
amount  almost  as  great  as  the  exports  of  tk 
United  States  prececung  theBevc^utioDary  irv. 
And  had  the  most  disoeming  stateemaa  nude 
out  an  order,  he  could  not  have  selected  artides 
better  adapted  to  the  essential  wants  of  Great 
Britain.  It  has  been  said  that  Canada  ia  of  len 
value  than  one  of  the  sugar  islands  of  the  West 
Indies.  Sir,  in  the  present  state  of  the  worid, 
Canada  is  of  more  importance  to  Great  BritBiii, 
in  my  opinion,  than  the  wh<^e  West  lafia 
Ishmds  tidcen  together.  In  danger,  as  she  ia,  of 
being  shut  out  from  the  Baltic,  and  flghtiiig  ftr 
her  existence,  she  wants  not  the  luxnriea,  the 
sugars,  and  the  sweetmeats  of  the  West  Indies 
— she  wants  the  provisions,  the  timber,  the 
masts,  and  the  spars  of  the  North. 

Canada  is  also  of  the  greatest  importanoe  to 
the  United  States,  in  a  commercial  and  politi* 
cal  point  of  view.  I  have  in  a  great  measure 
explained  its  commercial  importance,  by  stating 
its  exports ;  a  larae  portion  of  which  were  the 
products  of  the  United  States.  Let  an  atten- 
tive observe*  cast  his  eye  for  one  moment  on 
the  map  of  North  America;  let  him  bear  in 
mind,  that  fh>m  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  lati- 
tude the  waters  of  Canada  boand  for  a  vast  ex- 
tent one  of  the  most  fertile,  and  which  wiD 
become,  one  of  the  moat  populous  parts  of  the 
United  States;  and  he  will  readily  peraiTe 
tJiat  the  river  St.  Lawrence  must  soon  he  the 
outlet  for  one-third  of  all  the  products  of 
American  labor.  The  same  circamstanees  wiD 
enable  it  to  lay  an  impost  on  one-third  of  oer 
imported  articles.  Nor  will  the  evil  to  onr  rev- 
enue end  here.  Great  Britain  will  be  cnaUed 
to  smuggle  her  goods  through  this  ehanoel  into 
all  parts  of  the  Union.  It  wiM  be  in  vain  that 
you  attempt  to  counteract  her  by  kwa;  fron 
the  great  length  and  contiguity  of  her  possee- 
sions,  she  wiU  forever  evade  them,  xaiem  by 
your  laws  you  can  change  the  nature  <tf  man. 
But  its  greatest  importance  is  in  apolitical  point 
of  view :  for,  althou^  not  as  ba(^y  in  its  gor- 
emment  as  the  United  States,  it  is  sdBcieBtlj 
so  to  draw  off  multitudes  of  onr  new  settlem 
when  the  intermediate  lands  ctf  the  State  of 
New  York,  which  separate  it  from  New  Enf- 
land,  shall  be  fully  occupied.  Fnmi  this  ei^ 
cumstance  it  will  divide  the  Ameriem  £hb3t, 
and,  by  the  consmeroial  relations  which  I  have 
pointed  out,  it  will  exert  a  dangerous  infliiepoe 
over  a  part  of  our  country ;  for  the  trsBeitioB 
from  commercial  dependence,  to  pditieal  alle- 
giance, is  too  obvioQs  to  be  insisted  on.  Hav- 
ing endeavored  to  show  the  importanod  of 
Canada  to  both  of  the  contending  nataooa,  I 
wOl  only  add  that  it  is  within  our  power. 

The  fonrth  objection  is,  tiiat  we  cannot  sop 
port  the  wajv— that  we  have  not  the  abifitj  to 
carry  it  on.  Before  I  prooeed  to  answer  tWe 
objection,  permit  me,  sir,  to  notice  a  single  in- 
consistency of  the  gisntiemen  by  whom  it  has 
been  urged.  Itisthis:inooepartof  theflraiiKi 
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ment,  tliev  represent  the  people  as  too  happy  to 
enlist,  and  in  another  part  as  too  poor  to  pay  I 
Both  of  these  propositions,  I  presome,  cannot 
be  tnie.  Not  to  dwell  longer,  however,  upon 
this  contradiction,  I  do  maintain,  sir,  that  the 
nation  is  fiiUy  able  to  proseoate  the  war.  On 
what  does  the  ability  of  a  naf  ion  depend  ?  A 
person  who  will  give  himself  the  trouble  of  ex- 
amining things  rather  than  words,  will  find  that 
it  is  proportioned  to  the  number  of  laborers  and 
the  prodactivenesB  of  their  labor.  Wherever, 
from  soil,  climate,  or  improvement,  the  labor  of 
a  country  will  produce  more  than  a  supply  of 
the  necessaries  of  life,  it  is  evident  that  the  sur- 
plus time  may  be  devoted  to  idleness,  to  the 
prodaction  and  consumption  of  luxuries,  or  to 
the  carrying  on  of  war.  To  illustrate  this 
farther — suppose  the  labor  of  a  person  for  five 
days  will  support  him  six,  then  it  is  clear,  that 
the  labor  of  five  men  will  support  the  sixth 
man  in  idleness  or  in  war.  Now,  mr,  there  is 
nowhere  that  the  labor  of  seven  millions  of 
people  will  produce  so  much  as  in  this  country ; 
consequently,  nowhere  have  seven  millions  of 
people  so  great  an  ability  to  carry  on  a  war. 
The  quantity  of  "^circulating  medium,  whether 
made  of  paper  or  of  silver  dollars,  has  very 
little  to  do  with  the  subject.  '  If  it  is  made  of 
paper,  and  to  a  great  extent,  it  only  shows  that 
the  people  are  in  their  habits  commercial ;  and 
that  the  faith  of  contracts  is  weU  supported. 
The  real  ability  of  a  nation  lies  in  what  I  have 
stated ;  and  he  must  be  a  weak  politician  who 
eannot  call  it  forth. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  now  consider  the  last, 
and  by  far  the  most  important  objection  of  all ; 
and  one,  without  which,  I  certainly  would  not 
have  spoken.  It  is,  that  in  consideration  of  all 
the  circumstances  in  which  we  are  placed,  it  is 
the  duty  of  this  House  to  withhold  the  means 
of  farther  prosecuting  the  war.  It  will  not  be 
denied,  I  trust,  that  this  is  a  £air  statement  of 
the  scope  and  object  of  most  of  the  reasonings 
which  have  been  employed ;  and  that  without 
this  construction,  they  would  be  irreconcilable 
with  common  sense.  This  doctrine,  in  my 
opinion,  goes  not  only  to  the  overthrow  of  our 
eonstitution,  but  to  the  destruction  of  liberty 
itself.  The  principle  of  our  Government  is,  not 
only  that  the  minority  shall  rule,  but  that  they 
shall  rule  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  con- 
stitution. So  that  if  it  could  be  proved  that  a 
majority  of  the  people  were  in  favor  of  certain 
measures,  it  would  not  be  sufficient  till  they 
had  pronounced  that  decision  through  the  wn- 
ttitutional  organs.  In  short,  it  must  have  he&a. 
a  principal  object  with  the  framers  of  our  con- 
stitution to  suspend,  at  least  for  a  limited  time, 
the  effects  of  popular  opinion.  The  constitu- 
tion has  committed  the  legislative  power  to 
three  co-equal  branches ;  and  to  the  same  hands 
has  it  entrusted  the  power  of  declming  war ; 
while  it  has  expressly  confided  the  treaty-mak- 
ing power  (and  which  alone  can  make  peace) 
to  two  only  of  those  branches.  The  claim  now 
set  up,  goes  to  invest  that  branch  which  has  no 


authority  in  the  matter,  not  only  with  the 
treaty-making  power,  but  also  with  a  complete 
control  over  Sie  other  two  branches.  Thus  an^ 
branch  of  the  Government  forcing  the  nation 
to  desist  from  doing  what  three^  induding  itself, 
had  thought  best  to  per/ami.  Let  us  test  the 
correctness  of  this  principle  by  applying  it  to 
another  co-equal  branch  of  the  Gk>veniment. 
Let  us  suppose  the  President  has  made  a  treaty 
of  peace,  which  is  disapproved  of  by  the  Senate 
— and  suppose  upon  this  he  should  say,  the  war 
ought  not  to  be  further  prosecuted,  and  refuse 
to  employ  the  public  force,  would  you  not  im- 
peach him  ?  Most  unquestionably  you  would. 
1  expressly  admit  that  cases  may  be  imagined, 
where  such  a  course  would  be  proper — whore 
it  would  be  not  only  the  duty  of  this  House  to 
withhold  supplies,  but  where  it  would  be  the 
duty  of  an  individual  to  resist  the  laws ;  but 
such  are  extreme  cases,  not  provided  for  by  any 
oi^ganization  of  Government.  What,  sir,  has 
been  the  practice  of  the  British  House  of  Com- 
mons ?  Have  they  ever  refused  supplies  because 
a  war  was  unpopular,  since  their  revolution  ? 
Did  not  the  same  Parliament,  which  resolved 
that  they  would  consider  any  man  as  an  enemy 
to  his  country,  who  would  advise  his  Majesty 
to  the  further  prosecution  of  offensive  war  in 
America,  still  vote  the  means  for  carrying  on 
the  war  ?  A  similar  case  occurred  when  Mr. 
Fox  came  last  into  power — ^he  disapproved  of 
the  commencement  and  conduct  of  the  war, 
and  yet  he  called  for  and  received  the  necessary 
supplies. 

Mr.  Oalhoxtn  observed,  that  he  could  offer 
nothmg  more  acceptable,  he  presumed,  to  the 
House,  than  a  promise  not  to  discuss  the  Orders 
in  Council,  French  decrees,  blockades,  or  em- 
bargoes. He  was  induced  to  avoid  these  topicB 
for  several  reasons.  In  the  first  place,  tney 
were  too  stale  to  furnish  any  interest  to  this 
House  or  country.  Gentlemen  who  had  at- 
tempted it,  with  whatever  abilitiesL  had  failed 
to  conmumd  attention ;  and  it  would  argue  very 
little  sagacity  on  his  part  not  to  be  admonished 
by  their  want  of  success.  Indeed,  whatever 
interest  had  been  at  one  time  attached  to  these 
subjects,  they  had  now  lost.  They  have  passed 
away ;  and  will  not  soon,  he  hoped,  return  into 
the  circle  of  politics.  Yes,  nr,  as  reviled  as  has 
been  our  country's  efforts  to  curb  belligerent 
injustice,  as  weak  and  contemptible  as  she  has 
been  represented  to  be  in  the  grade  of  nations, 
she  has  triumphed  in  breaking  down  the  most 
dangerous  monopoly  ever  attenipted  bv  one  na- 
tion against  the  commerce  of  another.  He 
would  not  stop  to  inquu*e  wheOier  it  was  the 
non-importetion  act,  or  the  menace  of  war,  or, 
what  was  the  most  probable,  the  last  operating 
on  the  pressure  produced  by  the  former.  The 
fact  is  certoin,  that  the  Orders  in  Council  of 
1807  and  1809,  which  our  opponents  have  often 
said  that  England  would  not  yield,  as  they 
made  a  part  of  her  commercial  system,  are  now 
no  more.  The  same  firnmess,  if  persevered  in, 
which  has  carried  us  Jius  far  witn  success,  will. 
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as  oor  canse  is  jast  and  moderate,  end  in  final 
victory.  A  further  reason  which  he  had,  not 
to  follow  our  opponents  into  the  region  of  doca- 
znents  and  records,  was,  that  he  was  afraid  of  a 
decoy ;  as  he  was  induced  to  helieve  from  ap- 
pearances that  their  object  was  to  draw  our  at- 
tention from  the  merits  of  the  question.  Gen- 
tlemen had  literally  buried  their  arguments 
under  a  huge  pile  of  quotations;  and  had  wan- 
dered so  far  into  this  realm  of  paper,  that 
neither  the  vision  of  this  House  hi^  been,  nor 
that  of  the  country  will  be,  able  to  follow  them. 
There  the  best  and  worst  reasons  share  an  equal 
fate.  The  truth  of  the  one  and  error  of  the 
other,  are  covered  with  like  obscurity. 

Mr.  0.  said  he  would  not  multiply  proof  on 
a  course  of  conduct  the  bad  effect  of  which 
was  too  sensibly  felt  to  be  easily  forgot,  and 
the  continuation  of  wliich  was  but  too  apparent 
in  the  present  discussion.  For  what  was  the 
object  of  the  opposition  in  this  debate?  To 
defeat  the  passage  of  this  bill?  It  has  been 
scarcely  mentioned;  and  contains  nothing  to 
raise  that  storm  which  has  been  excited  against 
it.  The  bill  proposes  to  raise  twenty  thousand 
men  only,  and  that  for  one  year ;  and  surely 
there  is  nothing  in  that  calculated  to  lay  such 
strong  hold  of  the  jealousy  or  fear  of  the  com- 
munity. What  then  is  the  object  of  the  oppo- 
aidon  ?  Gentlemen  certainly  do  not  act  with- 
out an  intention;  and  wide  as  has  been  the 
range  of  debate,  it  cannot  be  so  lawless  as  to 
be  without  an  object.  It  was  not,  be  repeated, 
to  defeat  the  passage  of  this  bill ;  no,  but  what 
was  much  more  to  be  dreaded,  to  thwart  that, 
which  the  bill  proposes  to  contribute  to,  the 
final  success  of  the  war;  and  for  this  purpose 
he  must  do  the  opposition  the  credit  to  say,  they 
have  resorted  to  means  the  best  calculated  to 
produce  the  effect.  In  a  free  Government,  in 
the  government  of  laws,  two  things  are  neces- 
sary for  the  effectual  prosecution  of  any  great 
measure ;  the  law  by  which  the  executive  ofS- 
cer  is  charged  with  the  execution  and  vested 
with  suitable  powers  ;  and  the  co-operating 
zeal  and  union  of  the  people,  who  are  always 
indispensable  agents.  Opposition  to  be  success- 
ful must  direct  its  efforts  against  the  passage  of 
the  law  ;  or,  what  was  more  common  and  gen- 
erally more  effectual,  to  destroy  the  union  and 
the  zeal  of  the  people.  Either,  if  successful,  is 
effectual.  The  former  would  in  most  cases  be 
seen  and  reprobated ;  the  latter,  much  the  most 
danserous,  has,  to  the  great  misfortunes  of  Re- 
publics, presented  at  all  times  a  ready  means  of 
defeating  the  most  salutary  measures.  To  this 
point  the  whole  arguments  of  opposition  have 
converged.  This  gives  a  meaning  to  every 
reason  and  assertion,  which  have  been  advanced, 
however  wild  and  inconsistent.  No  topic  has 
been  left  untouched,  no  passion  unessayed.  The 
war  has  been  represented  as  unjust  in  its  origin, 
disastrous  in  its  progress,  and  desperate  in  its 
farther  prosecution.  As  if  to  prevent  the  pos- 
sibility of  doubt,  a  determination  has  been 
boldly  asserted  not  to  support  it.    Such  is  the 


opposition  to  the  war,  which  was  admitted  on 
all  sides  to  be  just ;  and  which  in  a  manoer  re- 
ceived the  votes  even  of  those  who  now  ap- 
pear to  be  willing  to  ruin  the  countiy  in  order 
to  defeat  its  success. 

But,  say  our  opponents,  as  they  were  q>po6>d 
to  the  war,  they* are  not  bound  to  sopportit; 
and  so  far  has  this  opposition  been  carried,  that 
we  have  been  accused  almost  of  violating  the 
right  of  conscience,  in  denying  the  right  set  up 
by  gentlemen.  The  right  to  oppose  the  efforts 
of  our  country,  while  in  war,  ought  to  be  estab- 
lished beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt,  before  it 
can  be  justly  adopted  as  the  basis  of  coodiul 
■  How  conscience  can  be  claimed  in  this  ease 
cannot  be  very  easily  imaged.  We  oppose 
not  by  laws  or  penalties ;  we  only  assert  that 
the  opposition  experienced  cannot  be  dictated 
by  love  of  country,  and  is  inconsistent  irith  the 
duty  which  everv  citizen  is  under  to  promote 
the  prosperity  of  the  Republic.  Its  neoeasarf 
tendency  is  to  prostrate  the  country  at  the  feet 
of  the  enemy,  and  to  elevate  a  party  on  the 
ruins  of  the  public  Till  our  opponents  can 
prove  that  they  have  a  right  which  is  paramooDt 
to  the  public  interest,  we  must  persist  in  deoj- 
ing  the  right  to  thwart  the  success  of  the  war. 
War  has  been  declared  by  a  law  of  the  land; 
and  what  would  be  thought  of  similar  attempts 
to  defeat  any  other  law,  however  inconsiderahle 
its  object  ?  Who  would  dare  to  avow  an  intea- 
tion  to  d^eat  its  operation  ?  Can  that,  then, 
be  true  in  relation  to  war  which  would  be  re- 
probated in  every  other  case  9  Can  that  be  true 
which,  when  the  whole  physical  force  of  the 
country  is  needed,  withdraws  half  of  thsi  force  ? 
Can  that  be  true  which  gives  the  greatest  violeDoe 
to  party  animosity?  What  would  hare  been 
thought  of  such  conduct  in  the  war  of  the  Re?cda- 
tion  ?  Many  good  citizens  fnendly  to  the  libertj 
of  our  country  were  opposed  to  the  dedaratioo  at 
the  time ;  could  they  have  been  justified  in  sodi 
opposition  as  we  now  experience!  To  termi- 
nate the  war  through  discord  and  weakness  ia 
a  hazardous  experiment  But,  in  the  most  on- 
just  and  inexpedient  war,  it  can  scarcely  be 
possible,  that  disunion  and  defeats  can  ha?e  a 
salutary  operation.  In  the  numerous  examptos 
which  history  formshes,  let  an  instanee  be 
pointed  out,  in  any  war,  where  the  public  iottf- 
est  has  been  promoted  by  divisions,  or  uyored 
by  concord.  Hundreds  of  instances  majr  be 
cited  of  the  reverse.  Why,  then,  will  gentle- 
men persist  in  that  course  where  danger  is  al- 
most unavoidable,  and  shun  that  where  safety 
is  almost  certain? 

But,  sir,  we  are  told  that  peace  is  in  our  pow- 
er without  a  farther  promotion  of  the  war.  Ap- 
peal not,  say  our  opponents,  to  the  fear,  bnt  lo 
the  generosity  of  our  enemy.  England  yields 
nothing  to  her  fears ;  stop,  therefore,  yoor  pie- 
paration,  and  throw  yourself  on  her  mercy,  and 
peace  will  be  the  result.  We  mi^t,  indeed, 
have  pardon,  but  not  peace  on  sndi  tepa 
Those  who  thmk  the  war  a  sacrilege  or  a  crime, 
might  consistently  adopt  such  a  course ;  but  wa 
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who  know  it  to  be  for  the  mawtenanoe  of  the 
Just  rightB  of  the  oommnnity,  never  can.  "We 
are  farther  told  that  impressment  of  seamen  waa 
not  considered  a  snfScient  cause  of  war ;  and  are 
asked  why  should  it  be  continued  on  that  ac- 
count f  Mr.  0.  observed  that  he  individually 
did  not  feel  the  force  of  the  argument ;  for  it 
had  been  his  opinion,  that  the  nation  was  bound 
to  resist  so  deep  an  liAnry  even  at  the  hazard  of 
war ;  but,  admitting  its  full  force,  the  difference 
is  striking  between  the  commencement  and  the 
continuance  of  hostQities.  "War  ought  to  be 
continued  until  its  rational  object,  a  permanent 
and  secure  peace,  could  be  obtained.  Even  the 
friends  of  England  ought  not  to  desire  the  ter- 
mination of  the  war,  without  a  satisfactory  ad- 
justment of  the  subject  of  impressment  It 
would  leave  the  root  that  must  necessarily  shoot 
np  in  future  animosity  and  hostilities.  Ameri- 
oacan  never  quietly  submit  to  the  deepest  of 
iiyury.  Necessity  might  compel  her  to  yield 
for  a  moment ;  but  it  would  be  to  watch  tiie 
growth  of  national  strength,  and  to  seize  the 
first  fiivorable  opportunity  to  seek  redress.  The 
worst  enemy  to  the  peace  of  the  two  countries 
could  not  desire  a  more  effectual  means  to  pro- 
panite  eternal  enmity. 

But  it  is  said  that  we  ought  to  offer  to  Eng- 
land suitable  regulations  on  this  subject  to  se- 
cnre  to  her  the  use  of  her  own  seamen ;  and 
because  we  have  not,  we  are  aggressors.  He 
denied  that  we  were  bound  to  tender  any  regn- 
lationa.  or  that  we  had  not.  England  was  the 
party  iniuring.  8he  ought  to  confine  her  sea^ 
men  to  her  own  service ;  or,  if  that  was  imprac- 
ticable, propose  sach  arrangements  that  she 
mif^ht  exercise  her  right  without  injury  to  us. 
This  is  the  rule  that  governs  all  analogous  cases 
in  private  life.  But  we  have  made  our  offer  ; 
it  is,  that  the  ship  should  protect  the  sailor.  It 
is  the  most  simple  and  only  safe  rule;  but,  to 
secure  so  desirable  a  point,  the  most  liberal  and 
effectual  provisions  ought  and  have  been  pro- 
posed to  be  made  on  our  part  togniurd  the  Brit- 
ish Government  against  the  evil  they  appre- 
hended, the  loss  of  her  seamen.  The  whole 
doctrine  of  protection  heretofore  relied  on,  and 
still  recommended  by  the  gentleman  ttom  Con- 
necticut, (Mr.  P.,)  is  false  and  derogatory  to  our 
honor ;  and  tinder  no  possible  modification  can 
effect  the  desirable  objects  of  affording  safety  to 
onr  sailors,  and  securing  the  future  harmonv  of 
the  two  countries.  Nor  can  it  be  doubted,  if 
governed  by  justice,  she  will  yield  to  the  offer 
of  our  Government  particulariy  if  what  the 
gentlemaa  from  New  York  (Mr.  Blbbosib)  says 
be  true,  that  there  are  ten  thousand  of  her  sea- 
men in  our  service.  She  would  be  greatly  the 
ffainer  by  the  arrangement*  Experience,  it  is  to 
be  feared,  however,  will  teach  that  gentleman 
that  the  evil  lies  much  deeper.  The  use  of  her 
seamen  is  a  mere  pretence.  The  blow  is  aimed 
at  our  commercial  sreatness.  It  is  this  which 
has  animated  and  directed  all  of  her  injurious 
councils  towards  this  country.  England  is  at 
the  same  time  a  trading  and  fighting  nation ; 


two  occupations  naturally  at  variance,  and  most 
difficult  to  be  united.  War  limits  the  number 
and  extent  of  the  markets  of  a  belligerent,  makes 
a  variety  of  regulations  necessary ;  and  produces 
heavy  taxes,  which  are  inimical  to  the  prosperi- 
ty of  manufactories  and  consequently  commerce. 
These  causes  combined  give  to  trade  new  chan- 
nels, which  direct  it  naturally  to  neutral  nations. 
To  counteract  this  tendency,  England,  under 
various  but  fiimsy  pretences,  has  endeavored  to 
support  her  conunercial  superiority  by  monopo- 
ly. It  has  been  our  fortune  to  resist  with  no 
inconsiderable  success  this  spirit  of  monopoly. 
Her  principal  obiect  in  contending  for  the  right 
of  impressment  is  to  have,  in  a  great  measure, 
the  monopoly  of  the  sailors  of  the  world.  A 
fixed  resistance  will  compel  her  to  yield  this 
point  as  she  has  already  done  her  Orders  in 
Council.  Success  will  amply  reward  our  exer- 
tions. Our  future  commerce  will  feel  its  invig* 
orating  effects.  Bnt^  say  gentlemen,  England 
will  never  yield  this  point,  and  every  effort  on 
our  part  to  secure  it  is  hopeless.  To  confirm 
this  prediction  and  secure  our  reverwice,  the 
prophecies  of  the  last  session  are  relied  on. 
Mr.  C.  felt  no  disposition  to  disparage  our  op- 
ponents' talents  in  that  line;  but  he  very  much 
doubted  whether  the  whole  chapter  of  woes  had 
been  fiilfiUed.  He  would,  for  instance,  adc 
whether  so  much  as  related  to  sacked  towns, 
bombarded  cities,  ruined  commerce,  and  revolt- 
ing blacks,  had  been  realized  ? 

Such,  then,  is  the  cause  of  the  war  and  its 
continuation ;  and  such  the  nature  of  the  oppo« 
sition  experienced,  and  its  justification.  It  re* 
mains  to  be  seen  whether  the  intended  effect 
will  be  produced.  Whether  animosity  and  dis- 
cord will  be  fomented,  and  the  zeal  and  union 
of  the  people  to  maintain  the  rights  and  indis- 
pensable duties  of  the  community  will  abate ; 
or,  describing  it  under  another  aspect,  whether 
it  is  the  destiny  of  our  country  to  sink  under 
that  of  our  enemy  or  not.  Mr.  C.  said  he  was 
not  without  his  fears  and  his  hopes. 

On  the  one  hand  our  opponents  had  manifest* 
ly  the  advantage.  The  love  of  present  ease  and 
ei^foyment,  the  love  of  gain,  and  party  zeal, 
were  on  their  side.  These  constitute  part  of 
the  weakness  of  our  nature.  We  naturally  lead 
that  way  without  the  arts  of  persuasion.  Fair 
more  difficult  is  the  task  of  the  minority.  It  is 
theirs  to  support  the  distant  but  lasting  interest 
of  our  country ;  it  is  theirs  to  elevate  tiie  minds 
of  the  people,  and  to  call  up  all  of  those  quali- 
ties by  which  present  sacrifices  are  made  to  se- 
cure a  future  good.  On  the  other  hand,  our 
cause  is  not  without  its  hope.  The  interest  of 
the  people  and  that  of  the  leaders  of  a  party 
are,  as  observed  by  a  gentieman from  New  lorx, 
(Mr.  Stow,)  often  at  variance.  The  people  are 
always  ready,  unless  led  astray  by  ignorance  or 
delusion,-  to  participate  in  the  success  of  the 
country,  or  to  sympathize  in  its  adversi^. 
Very  dififerent  are  the  feelings  of  the  leaders : 
on  every  great  measure  they  stand  pledged 
against  its  soooessi  and  almoat  invariably  con* 
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sider  that  their  political  conseqaeDoe  depends 
on  its  defeat.  The  heat  of  debate,  the  spirit  of 
settled  opposition,  and  the  c<mfident  prediction 
of  disaster,  are  among  the  causes  of  this  oppo- 
sition between  the  interest  of  a  party  and  their 
country;  and  in  no  instance  under  our  own 
Goyemment  have  they  existed  in  a  greater  de* 
gree  than  in  relation  to  the  present  war.  The 
evil  is  deeply  rooted  in  the  constitution  of  all 
free  Governments,  and  is  the  principal  cause  of 
their  weakness  and  destruction.  It  has  but  one 
remedy,  the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  the  peo- 
ple— it  behooves  them,  as  they  value  the  bless- 
ings of  their  freedom,  not  to  permit  themselves 
to  be  drawn  into  the  vortex  of  party  rage.  For 
if  by  such  opposition  the  firmest  Government 
should  prove  incompetent  to  maintain  the  rights 
of  the  nation  against  foreign  aggression,  tiiey 
will  find  realized  the  truth  of  the  assertion  that 
government  is  protection,  and  that  it  cannot  ex- 
ist where  it  fails  of  this  great  and  primary  ob- 
Iect.  The  authors  of  the  weakness  are  common- 
y  the  first  to  take  the  advantage  of  it,  and  to 
turn  it  to  the  destruction  of  liberty. 

Mr.  Desha. — Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  not  mv  in- 
tention to  detain  you  long ;  my  principal  object 
in  rising  is  to  conjure  gentlemen  to  bring  this 
debate  to  a  close.  Sir,  what  can  gentlemen 
flatter  themselves  by  suffering  this  discussion  to 
be  protracted  to  so  unwarrantable  a  length  ?  It 
cannot  be  supposed  that  the  substantial  part  of 
this  House  (1  mean  those  who  think  much  and 
q[>eak  little)  will,  by  theoretical  or  sophisticated 
remarks,  be  driven  from  their  course.  Then, 
rir,  those  long-winded  speeches  must  be  eitiier 
intended  for  Uie  gallery,  or  for  gentlemen^s  con- 
stituents. It  would  certainly  be  unjustifiable 
to  sport  away  the  public  money ;  to  exhaust 
the  public  patience  in  making  long  speedies, 
merdy  for  the  purpose  of  amusing  the  ear  of 
the  gfulery.  And,  sir,  your  constituents  would 
much  rather  you  would  act  with  decision,  with 
promptitude,  in  adopting  measures  calculated 
for  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war,  that  it 
might  be  brought  to  a  speedy  and  honorable 
termination,  than  to  take  up  we^s  in  detailing 
the  causes  of  the  war.  The  people  are  fully 
apprised  of  the  causes  of  the  war,  from  the 
documents  that  have  been  promulgated;  they 
are  satisfied  that  it  is  a  just  and  necessary  war : 
that  it  lias  been  forced  upon  us  by  the  injustice 
and  oppression  of  our  enemy,  occasioned  in  a 
great  measure  by  the  violent  oppoation  of  a 
party  to  the  Administration.  Sir,  act  so  as  to 
(pve  a  vigorous  prosecution  to  the  war,  and  act 
promptly,  and  the  people  will  support  you  with 
manly  firmness,  independent  of  the  considera- 
tion of  expense. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  bill  contemplates  raising 
twenty  thousand  men  for  one  year.  Although 
I  shall  vote  for  the  bill  under  connderation,  I 
do  not  altogether  approve  of  it  Sir,  the  time 
of  service  is  too  short  to  answer  a  valuable 
purpose.  I  am  not  so  sanguine  as  to  suppose 
that  we  will  overrun  the  British  provinces  in 
one  season. ,  I  should  like  it  much  better  if  the 


time  of  service,  as  has  been  proposed,  was  ex- 
tended to  eighteen  months,  and  the  boooty 
raised  in  proportion.  You  would  then  have 
the  advantage  of  two  campaigns ;  in  the  last 
of  which,  you  might  calculate  on  a  certain^ 
of  being  able  to  do  something  of  a  dedave 
character,  as  you  would  have  the  advantage  cf 
disciplined  troops;  and  really,  sir,  if  this  bfll is 
to  answer  any  valuable  purpose,  it  ought  to  have 
been  passed  some  time  since.  Gentlemen  certam- 
ly  must  see  that  the  object  of  the  oppodtioD  ii 
procrastination ;  they  have  predicted  that  the 
bill  under  consideration,  if  adopted,  will  not 
only  run  the  country  to  extraordinary  eq^eoses, 
swell  the  national  debt  to  an  enormoos  sin, 
but  that  it  will  ultimately  bring  dtsgraoeouthe 
Government  And,  sir,  they  are  determiDed 
that  their  predictions  shall  be  realized,  by  pot- 
ting off  the  passage  of  the  bill  until  late  in  the 
season,  thereby  preventing  yon  from  obtaiDing 
the  men  in  time  to  do  any  thing  of  a  decisiTe 
character  next  summer.  This,  in  my  mind,  is 
unquestionably  their  object ;  and  I  believe  the 
ambition  of  some  of  them  is  suoh,  that,  rather 
than  be  found  false  prophets,  they  would  endan- 
ger the  only  republio  in  the  world.  Sir,  I  do 
not  wish  to  be  understood  to  include  the  whole 
Federal  party ;  far  from  it  I  believe  there  are 
some,  and  I  hope  a  considerable  portion,  who 
are  American  in  principle,  and  would,  perhaps, 
go  as  far  as  any  American  in  defending  their 
country's  ri^ts.  Sir,  it  is  not  my  intention  to 
arraign  motives ;  but,  speaking  of  party,  vhit 
has  been  the  conduct  of  the  Federalista  lor 
twelve  years  past,  ever  smce  tihe  termioatioa 
of  the  Keign  of  Terror  f  A  uniform  oppcsitioa 
to  every  thing  of  a  prominent  character  "^ 
posed  by  the  different  republican  Adnunis&rar 
tions.  Now,  sir,  if  Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mr. 
Madison  had  been  the  weakest  of  men,  as  well 
as  the  wickedest,  (which  no  man  in  his  seose^ 
who  had  any  respect  for  his  character,  or  stand- 
ing in  society,  would  assert,)  they  must  have 
accidentally  happened  on  something  right  in  tiie 
course  of  twelve  years. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  mortifying  to  see  gentle' 
men  who  call  themselves  Americans,  rise  np  ia 
the  face  of  the  nation  to  palliate  and  vindicate 
the  conduct  of  an  enemy,  and  at  the  same  time 
reprobate,  in  tiie  strongest  language  of  ridicide, 
every  step  proposed  by  the  Administration  cal- 
culated to  counteract  the  iniquitous  and  de- 
structive policy  of  our  enemy.  Qsn  sndi 
conduct  be  caJled  American?  Sir,  when  it 
ought  to  be  the  duty  and  pride  of  every  maa 
having  any  pretensions  to  American  prindnle^ 
to  rally  under  the  governmental  8tandara,is 
order  to  assist  in  expelling  our  tyrannical  o|^ 
pressors  from  the  continent,  by  whidi  eztn- 
cating  the  Grovernment  from  its  present  diffi- 
culties, you  see  the  Federal  party  making  eveiy 
exertion  in  their  power  to  make  the  war  a 
dishonorable  one. 

I  know,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  it  is  in  the  natmr 
of  tyrannical  or  despotical  Governments  to  take 
arbitrary  strides ;  yet,  sir,  I  dobeUeve  that  the 
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impositioiifl  aad  oppressioDS  heaped  npon  the 
Amerioan  Government;  the  eyils  nnder  which 
we  at  this  time  labor,  are  measurably,  if  not 
entirely,  attributable  to  the  party  hostility  ar- 
rayed against  tlie  Administration.  Bir,  they 
have,  by  their  uniform  opposition,  led  the 
British  to  believe  that  they  had  a  powerful  par- 
ty in  this  country;  that  parties  were  nearly 
equally  balanced ;  that  it  would  be  impossible 
for  a  Republican  Administration  to  adnere  to 
any  decided  stand  taken  against  Ensland,  and 
that  finally  the  English  party  would  prevail. 
Thui^  sir,  have  Government  been  beset  bv  party. 
They  have  been  baflSed  in  every  peaceable  step 
calculated  to  vindicate  our  rights,  or  redress 
onr  grievances,  until,  by  the  iigustioe  of  our 
fbreign  enemy,  bottomed  on  the  aid  they  calcu- 
lated on  receiving  from  our  domestic  foes,  the 
Government  have  been  forced  into  war.  And 
now  you  are  told  to  put  a  stop  to  the  war,  and 
try  once  more  if  Briton  will  not  do  us  justice. 
Degrading  thought  1  Sir,  we  have  already 
humbled  ourselves  in  making  proposals,  and  all 
efforts  on  the  part  of  the  A£niniBtration  failed. 
The  world  has  seen  and  understood  that  the 
faUure  was  attributable  to  her  own  wickedness, 
and  not  to  our  pertinacity.  Sir,  the  American 
Administration  has  exhibited  an  example  of 
moderation  unparalleled  in  the  ann^  of  the 
-world ;  our  forbearance  has  astonished  the  uni- 
verse, and  we  have  the  consolation  to  see  that 
neither  the  guilt  of  aggression,  nor  the  folly  of 
ambition,  can  be  fairly  attributed  to  it.  liego- 
tiation,  as  well  as  patience,  has  been  exhausted. 
Instead  of  appealing  again  to  the  justice  of  a 
Government  that  mekea  principle  bend  to 
power,  we  haive  been  neoesearily  compelled 
(though  reluctantly)  to  appeal  to  arms,  and  I 
trust  in  God  that  they  will  never  be  laid  down 
abort  of  justice. 

Mr.  Ghevss  rose.— It  was  for  some  time 
during  this  debate,  said  he,  my  intention  to 
have  mingled  my  unimportant  opiaions  and 
sentiments  with  those  of  other  gentlemen  in 
this  discusaon ;  but  I  gave  way  from  time  to 
time  before  the  eagerness  of  others  who  were 
desirous  of  presenting  themselves  to  your  atten- 
tion, and  I  had  entirely  abandoned  the  idea  of 
taking  any  part  in  the  argument ;  but  the  sud- 
den and  unexpected  indisposition  at  this  mo- 
ment of  my  worthy  friend  and  honorable  col- 
league^ (Mr.  Williams,)  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  with  whom  this  bill  originated,  who 
was  expected  to  close  the  debate,  has  left  a 
vacuum  in  the  argument  which  I  propose  to 
fill.  Gould  he  have  addressed  you,  as  he  was 
prepared  and  anxious,  in  the  faithful  discharge 
of  bis  duty  to  do,  it  would  have  rendered  the 
feeble  attempt  which  I>shall  make  as  unneces- 
sary aa  it  would  have  been  impertinent  and  ob- 
trusive. I  propose,  then,  to  speak,  as  my 
honorable  friend  would  probably  have  done, 
generally,  but  briefly,  on  the  several  heads  of 
oiscnssion  which  have  been  introduced  into  the 
debate,  which  has  not  been  on  the  biU  before 
you,  but  on  the  general  merits  of  the  war ;  the 


origin,  progress,  and  continuance  of  it.  I  mean 
not  to  censure  the  wide  range  which  this  dis- 
cussion has  taken.  It  is  fair  and  right  in  gen- 
tlemen of  the  opposition  to  select  some  occasion 
during  each  session  on  which  to  discuss  the 
great  questions  of  state  which  the  public  events 
of  the  passing  tin^s  present ;  and  the  one  fur- 
nished by  the  bill  before  you  was  perhaps  as 
proper  as  any  other. 

Almost  all  the  gentlemen  who  have  addressed 
you,  have  very  gravely  told  you,  by  way  of  ex- 
ordium, of  their  unquestionable  right  to  do  so, 
and  of  the  firmneas  with  which  they  mean  to 
assert  and  exercise  it,  as  if  there  had  been,  at 
any  time,  really  an  opposition  to  this  freedom  of 
discussion.  These  introductions  must  be  a  little 
amusing  to  the  members  of  this  House  and  to 
the  attendants  in  your  galleries,  who  have  been 
in  the  habit  of  listening  to  the  gentlemen.  But 
if  there  ever  could  have  been  a  doubt  on  this 
subject,  and  surely  there  never  was  any,  the 
debate,  which  J  hope  is  about  to  be  closed,  af- 
fords an  ample  refutation  of  it.  There  are 
parts  of  this  debate  which  will  descend  to  dis^ 
tant  posterity  as  a  monument  of  the  freedom 
of  discussion  in  this  Hall.  I  trust,  sir,  we  shall 
fhmish  few  such  testimonials — I  hope  never  to 
see  another  exhibition  on  this  floor.  They  must 
be  looked  upon  with  apprehension  by  all  those 
who  consider  the  restraints  of  personal  polite- 
ness and  the  urbanity  of  socifu  esteem  as  af- 
fording a  better  security  to  those  who  lovo 
peace  and  good  manners,  for  the  preservation 
of  these  valuable  objects,  than  can  be  lent  by 
the  strongest  arm  or  the  severest  sanctions 
which  positive  institutions  have  established; 
restraints  under  which  even  "  vice  itself  loses 
half  its  evil,  by  losing  all  its  grossness.^'  I  shall 
imitate  the  example  of  gentlemen  who  followed 
in  t^e  debate — ^I  shall  pour  oil  upon  the  waves^ 
and  endeavor  to  still  the  ragins  of  the  storm. 

Gentlemen,  fruitful  in  epithets,  yet  rather 
fruitful  in  their  abundance  than  in  their  varietj^ 
have  called  this  an  unjust,  wanton,  wicked,  and 
unnecessary  war.  I,  on  the  contrary,  assert  it 
to  be  a  just  and  necessary  war.  One  charac- 
teristic difficulty  here  presents  itself^  which  has 
occurred  in  all  the  discussion  in  and  out  of  this 
House  on  this  subject.  What  is  a  just  and  ne- 
cessary war  ?  By  the  advocates  of  war  it  is 
asserted  that  the  injuries' and  insults  of  the  en- 
emy demanded  war,  and  rendered  this  war  just 
and  necessary.  The  opponents  of  war  admit 
the  magnitude  of  the  insults  and  ii\inries,  but 
deny  the  inference.  They  assert  that  the  war 
is  unnecessary  and  not  justifiable,  because  the 
pecuniary  expenditure  and  loss  will  exceed 
in  value  the  commercial  oljects  for  which  we 
are  contending.  The  advocates  of  war  deny 
both  the  premises  and  the  conclusion.  The  ol>- 
pects  of  the  war  are  not  merely  commercial,  but| 
if  they  were,  the  inference  is  denied.  They  ad- 
mit that  the  pecuniary  expenditure  and  loss 
will  exceed  the  pecuniary  value  of  the  com- 
mercial objects  for  which  they  contend,  but 
they  deny  that  a  war  for  commeroial  objects  is 
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therefore  unnecessary  or  indefensible.  To  an 
intelligible  argument  it  seems,  therefore,  nnder 
these  circumstances,  necessary  that  we  should 
begin  by  some  definition  of  a  just  and  neces- 
sary war ;  and  yet  it  seems  to  be  a  melancholy 
labor  in  a  great  and  free  State,  where  public 
sentiment  should  be  unequivocal  on  such  sub- 
jects, to  proceed  by  rules  of  logic  to  establish 
f*eat  first  principles  of  public  sentiment ;  but 
fear  that,  as  all  good  thmgs  are  purchased  by 
concomitant  sacrifices,  we  have  not  obtained 
the  innumerable  blessmgs  and  advantages  of 
the  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press  for 
nothing.  I  fear  they  have  sometimes  substitu- 
ted an  erring  reason  for  a  better  guide — ^the 
great  uncontaminated  current  of  public  feeling 
— ^the  moral  sense  of  the  nation,  of  which  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
QrriNCT)  so  often  tells  so  much. 

But  we  must  inquire,  what  is  a  lust  and  ne- 
cessary war?  A  war  is  Just  and  necessary 
when  waged  to  protect  and  defend  the  violated 
pecuniary  interests  of  the  country ;  or  to  de- 
fend and  secure  the  sovereign  rights  and  inde- 
pendence of  a  country ;  or,  lastly  and  princi- 
pally, to  support  and  maintain  the  national 
honor.  The  last  indeed,  embraces  all  the  others ; 
and,  if  I  have  distinguished,  it  is  rather  in  con- 
formity with  custom,  or  for  the  purt)oee  of  elu- 
cidation than  from  any  practical  separation 
which  I  admit  between  the  last  and  the  former. 
But  I  am  likely  to  incur  the  derision  of  the  hon- 
orable gentlemen  in  the  opposition  by  speaking 
of  national  honor.  They  seem  not  to  have  ad- 
mitted the  term  into  their  vocabulary;  they- 
treat  it  as  a  new  language;  they  remind  me  of 
the  character  of  OoHfinch  in  one  of  Holerqft^B 
plays,  who,  when  he  hears  the  Romans  men- 
tioned, exclaims,  ^* Romans  I  Romans!  who  are 
they  ?"  So  the  gentlemen,  "  national  honor  I 
what's  that?  what's  that?''  Yet,  sir,  strange 
as  it  may  seem  to  the  honorable  gentlemen  over 
the  way,  the  maintenance  of  ^e  principle  of 
national  honor,  by  which  I  mean  that  principle 
which  animates  and  sustains  an  elevated  fitness 
of  character  and  conduct,  is  the  only  justifiable 
cause  of  war ;  and,  if  Accessary,  the  principle 
ought  to  be  maintained  by  all  the  sacrifices  of 
war  in  its  worst  shape.  No  war  is  justifiable 
or  necessary  which  is  waged  merely  for  pecuni- 
aiT  objects,  if  we  can  suppose  such  a  war,  for 
all  wars  involve  expense  and  loss  greater  than 
the  amount  of  any  pecuniary  objects  for  which 
they  can  be  waged.  On  the  ground  of  interest 
merely  they  would  not,  therefore,  be  justifiable; 
and  there  is  to  be  superadded,  what  cannot  be 
valued  in  money,  the  value  of  human  life.  But 
the  value  of  every  thing  is  founded  on  the  secu- 
rity with  which  it  is  eqjoyed.  One  unpunished 
violation  of  richt  provokes  another  and  an- 
other, until  aU  security  is  destroyed;  and, 
therefore,  it  is  necessary  to  resist  given  infrac- 
tions of  pecuniary  right  by  sacrinces  beyond 
the  value  of  the  right  itself,  because  resistance 
is  necessary  to  the  security  of  all  other  peouni- 
tuy  rights--«ay,  to  the  security  of  all  other 


rights.  Security  of  rights  is  a  politieSl  thiiig; 
it  is  the  protection  of  Government ;  it  deriTes 
its  value,  and  a  great  portion  of  its  power,  too, 
from  a  faithful  and  unrelaxed  application  of  it 
to  all  the  rights  and  interests  of  a  nation ;  sod 
is  diminished  in  its  value,  and  in  its  power  sLm, 
by  any  failure  to  afford  the  protection  wbicb  is 
due  by  Government  to  the  suljects  and  the 
interests  under  its  control.  To  abandon  anj 
interest  is  to  abandon  all,  and  to  protect  one  is 
to  protect  all ;  war,  therefore,  waged  to  protect 
one  political  right  is  waged  to  protect  ail  poli- 
tical rights ;  no  war  is,  in  consequence,  made 
for  any  given  right  merely  as  such,  but  for  til 
the  rights  and  interests  which  are  bound  to- 
gether in  a  nation  under  the  social  and  dvil 
compacts.  To  compare  the  expenditure  and 
losses  of  war  with  the  value  of  oommeroisl  ob- 
jects, which  may  be  the  immediate  cause  of 
war,  is  to  talk  idly,  and  to  forget  the  true  end 
of  all  war  and  the  first  great  pnrpose  of  Got- 
emment — security.  A  great  man  (Sir  James 
Mackintosh)  has  said,  "the  paramount  interest 
of  every  State,  that  whicn  oomprehends  all 
others,  is  security."  Will  yon,  then,  it  may  be 
inquired,  go  to  war  to  avenge  the  infraction  of 
the  smallest  right  under  the  protection  of  Gor^ 
emment,  and  for  this  olgect  jeopardize  every 
other,  and  spill  the  blood  of  your  fellow-dti* 
zens  ?  Certainly  not.  There  is  a  fitness  wbidi 
cannot  be  defined  in  anticipation,  but  vhidi 
is  easily  discoverable  when  the  occasion  oeconi 
which  determines  when  a  war  is  necessary.  It 
may  depend  upon  the  nature  of  the  inju^;  oo 
the  character  which  the  nation  has  acqoired; 
on  its  ability  to  avenge  the  injury;  on  the 
character  of  the  nation  which  has  inflicted 
the  iiyoiT}  and  a  thousand  other  circamstan- 
ces.  The  question  ought  always  to  be,  What 
becomes  the  nation?  What  is  due  to  the 
national  honor?  What  is  necessary  to  sos* 
tain  an  elevated  fitness  of  character  and  ccn* 
duct  in  the  nation?  If  the  injury  sostained 
be  one  which  cannot  or  will  not  probably  be 
repeated,  it  is  less  neoeesair  to  avenge  it  If 
the  nation  be  poor  and  feeble,  it  may  be  obliged 
to  submit  to  the  violation  of  a  great  right  If 
it  be  great  and  powerftil,  it  must  sometimes  re- 
sent a  smaller  injury ;  it  may  aometinies  disdttn 
to  notice  a  considerable  aggression  upon  its 
rights ;  in  short,  in  no  instance  is  the  expense 
of  the  war  a  rule  which  will  prove  it  just  and 
necessary,  or  otherwise;  in  every  instanee  is 
national  honor,  that  is,  a  fitness  of  character 
and  conduct,  the  rule  by  which  its  neoesBlty 
and  justifiable  character  are  determinable.  Gen- 
erally when  a  nation  is  able  to  redst  with  e^ 
the  infraction  of  important  peonnitfy  rights^  it 
seems  indnbitable  that  an  elevated  fitness  of 
character  and  conduct  requires  reastance.  But 
this  obligation  is  increased,  and  is  leas  doubcfsl 
when  any  of  the  sovereign  rights  of  a  natioa 
are  infringed,  as  in  gross  and  reiterated  instilti 
to  the  national  flag,  habitual  violations  (tf  the 
personal  liberty  of  its  subjects,  invason  of  its 
territories,  and  the  like;  these  are  aaaaiills  upon 
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its  independence,  and  there  is  no  room  left  for 
an  inqnirj  into  the  fitness  of  resistance ;  it  may 
indeed  be  supposed  to  change  from  a  qnestion 
of  expsdiency  to  an  act  of  necessity ;  it  is  a 
struggle  for  self-preservation ;  the  nation  acts 
upon  a  principle  which  is  inherent  in  the  mean- 
est insect,  and  of  which  inanimate  matter  is 
not  divested;  the  worm,  when  trodden  on, 
writhes  in  resistance  as  well  as  angaish,  and  the 
reaction  of  inanimate  matter  seems  to  be  the 
repnlsiTe  act  of  self-preservation. 

What,  then,  did  an  elevated  fitness  of  charac- 
ter and  conduct  require  of  the  American  Gov- 
emment)  in  relation  to  Great  Britain,  at  the 
moment  war  was  declared?  What  does  it  still 
require  9  I  repeat,  the  war  is  a  just  and  neces- 
sary war.  This  will  be  proved  by  adverting  to 
the  causes  of  the  war.  What,  then,  were  the 
causes  of  the  war  9  They  were  principally  new 
and  before  unheard-of  blockades — tiie  Orders 
in  Coundl,  which  have  been  generally  so  called, 
by  way  of  pre-eminence ;  the  spoliations  of  our 
oommeroe  under  various  unfounded  and  insult- 
ing pretexts^  and  the  impressment  of  our  sea- 
men. I  am  not  permitted  by  the  oiroumstan- 
oes  under  which  I  address  you  to  go  at  lengUi 
into  any  of  these  subjects.  But  I  may  c^, 
what  on  the  ocean  did  we  enjoy  but  by  the  suf- 
ferance of  Great  Britain  9  What  insults,  what 
iiguries  had  we  not  sufiTered?  When  did  they 
begin ;  when,  though  they  may  have  been  va- 
ri^  in  character,  were  thev  relaxed  in  degree, 
and  when  were  ^ey  probably  to  ceased 

Great  Britain  has  been  properly  selected  as 
the  first  object  of  our  hostility.  When  a  prop- 
osition was  made  to  include  France  as  well  as 
Great  Britain  in  the  declaration  of  war,  gentle- 
men on  neither  side  of  the  House  did  support  it. 
The  opposition  prints  throughout  the  Union 
laughed  it  to  scorn.  Few  men  thought  of  re- 
usting  both  at  once.  The  voice  of  both  par- 
ties appeared  to  be  against  it.  The  Govern- 
ment, obliged  to  resist,  was  obliged  to  select  its 
enemy.  Should  France  have  been  selected? 
With  the  blood  of  our  citi2ens  insultingly  slaugh* 
tered  without  the  slightest  provocation,  on  the 
shores  of  our  own  territory,  unatoned  for  till 
the  moment  of  the  declaration  of  war,  with  the 
habitual  impressment  of  our  seamen  in  every 
sea,  with  the  continual  and  reiterated  violation 
of  your  right  to  seek  where  you  choose  a  mar- 
ket for  your  native  produce,  iJl  before  your 
eyes,  and  with  no  hope  of  a  discontinuance  of 
these  usuries,  we  are  told  that  we  ought  to 
have  diverted  our  enmity  from  Great  Britain, 
and  directed  it  against  France.  Where,  sir, 
could  we  attack  France?  Where  are  her  colo- 
nies into  which  we  could  carry  our  arms? 
Where  could  we  subjugate  her  provinces  9 
Where  are  her  ships? — ^where  her  commerce? 
Where  could  we  have  carried  on  against  her 
$jij  of  the  operations  of  war?  Would  tiie 
chivalry  of  gentiemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  have  suggested  an  invasion  of  France? 
An  honorable  gentieman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Gold)  said  it  would  not  have  required  another 


man  nor  another  ship,  to  have  resisted  France. 
But,  why,  I  pray  you  ?  Because  such  a  resist- 
ance would  have  been  confined  to  the  idle  and 
nugatory  act  of  declaring  it  Effectual  resist- 
ance would  have  been  impracticable.  Grentie- 
men  would  resist  France,  would  declare  war 
against  France,  merely  to  show  their  indigna- 
tion at  her  perfidy  and  injustice ;  and  here  I 
confess  my  feelings  go  with  the  gentlemen — ^I 
would  do  so  too,  h^  we  no  other  enemy  to 
contend  with.  But  if  we  had  abandoned  or  de- 
ferred our  resistance  to  the  injuries  of  England 
and  as  a  pretext  for  it  assailed  France,  would 
not  the  act  have  been  idle  and  weak?  Would 
it  not  have  been  wicked,  to  borrow  one  of  tke 
epithets  which  gentiemen  have  applied  to  the 
war  witii  England,  so  to  have  sported  with  the 
public  feelings  and  the  national  resentment  as 
to  have  declared  war  against  France,  the  minor 
aggressor,  whom  we  could  not  touch,  and  to  have 
suppressed  our  resentment  against  Great  Brit- 
ain, whose  injuries  were  unlimited  and  unceas- 
ing, and  whom  alone  we  could  reach?  But 
why,  sir,  are  the  injuries  these  nations  have 
done  contrasted,  and  those  of  the  one  made  an 
apology  for  those  of  the  other?  Why  are  we 
partisans  of  either  ?  Have  we  no  country  of 
our  own?  Is  there  a  land  upon  the  globe  so 
fair,  so  happy,  and  so  free?  And,  beholding 
and  enjoying  these  blesangs, 

"  Breathes  there  a  man  with  aonl  so  dead 
Who  never  to  himself  hath  said, 
77ut  is  my  cmm^  my  ncrftpe  land!^ 

Sir,  I  feel  neither  as  a  F^nchman  nor  Briton, 
but  as  an  American.  As  a  citizen  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  I  bear  no  affection  to  any  other 
country.  If  I  have  any  feeling  of  partiality  for 
either  of  the  great  belligerents,  it  is  for  the 
countnr,  and  the  people  of  Great  Britain.  From 
them  I  draw  my  blood  in  a  very  short  descent. 
But  that  nation  is  the  iniurer  of  my  country, 
and  I  can  see  her  in  no  other  light  than  that  of 
an  enemy,  nor  can  I  find  any  apology  for  her 
in  the  injuries  France  has  done  us.  Sir,  the 
Government  did  right  in  discriminating  between 
Britain  and  France,  and  selecting  the  former.  It 
was  the  only  mode  of  real  practical  resistance. 
The  world  would  have  laughed  at  us  had  we 
declared  war  against  France,  who  was  no  long- 
er able  to  injure  us,  whom  we  could  not  asstul 
with  effect,  and  have  left  the  unceasing  iiguries 
of  Great  Britain  to  go  on  unresisted  and  unre- 
sented.  The  world  would  have  considered  it 
as  a  mere  cover  for  our  pusillanimity.  I  say, 
then,  that  the  Grovemment  was  not  tricked  into 
a  war  with  Great  Britfun.  It  was  commenced 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  best  and  most  deliber- 
ate policy.  It  was  the  only  honorable  and 
practicable  course.  If  there  has  been  an  error, 
and  I  think  there  has,  it  was  in  not  having  Ions 
since  resisted  England,  War  against  England 
should  have  followed  the  first  embargo;  that 
was  a  wise  measure,  but  it  could  not  endure 
forever;  it  carried  the  policy  of  commercial  re- 
striction upon  the  enemy  as  far  as  saoh  a  policy 
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should  ever  be  carried,  which  from  its  nature 
caa  only  be  temporary.  It  at  the  same  time 
prepared  the  nation  for  war ;  it  brought  home 
your  wealth  and  seamen ;  it  brought  home  your 
vessels,  and  placed  you  in  the  attitude  in  which 
the  nation  ought  to  have  been  previous  to  war, 
and  its  termination  ought  to  have  been  follow- 
ed by  immediate  and  vigorous  war.  The  pulse 
of  the  nation  was  high,  and  the  confidence  of 
the  people  in  their  rulers  and  resources  great. 
Distrust  has  grown  out  of  the  hesitation  and 
timidity  then  manifested.  If  the  embargo  had 
been  followed  up  by  war,  some  of  the  greatest 
kguries  we  have  since  suffered  would  not  have 
oocurred.  France  would  not  have  ventured  to 
have  seized  and  sequestered  our  vessels  and 
property  as  she  subsequently  did.  She  was 
tempted  to  do  it  because  she  saw  we  would 
Buffer  and  submit  to  any  injury. 

Gentlemen  say,  that  popular  opinion  was 
against  the  war.  I  deny  it,  or.  It  was  called 
for  by  popular  opinion;  and  this  will  not  be 
disproYed,  however  soon  popular  opinion  shall 
incline  to  peace,  and  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  regain  iiie  reins  of  power, 
as  they  are  not  unlikely  to  do,  however  just 
and  necessary  the  war.  Any  man  who  thought 
with  half  the  ability  with  which  the  gentlemen 
do,  must  have  believed  that  in  voting  for  war, 
he  was  probably  surrendering  himself  politically 
a  victim  on  the  altar  of  his  country ;  yet  it  is 
frequently  declared,  that  the  majority  have  de- 
clared this  war  to  preserve  their  seats.  They 
declared  it  against  popular  opiniqn,  too,  to  pre- 
serve their  seats,  which  they  hold  by  the  ten- 
ure of  popular  opinion  1  Are  gentiemen  seri- 
ous? Look  at  the  history  of  nations,  and  see  if 
the  war-makers  have  been  generally  the  peace- 
makers. 

But  war  was  prematurely  declared,  it  is  said, 
because  we  had  not  a  regular  ^sciplined  army 
at  the  time.  Preparation  for  operations  on 
land  must  have  been  relative  to  the  defence  of 
our  own  territory,  or  the  invasion  of  the  ene- 
my^s  territory.  The  militia  are  the  proper  and 
the  adequate  defenders  of  the  soil  on  whidh 
they  live ;  for  this  purpose  we  did  not  want  any 
other  army.  They  might  have  been  made 
more  extensively  useful.  I  join  not  with  their 
revilers — ^I  wish  that  their  nseflilness  had  not 
been  circumscribed  by  a  doctrine  subversive  of 
the  true  principles  of  the  constitution  which 
was  maintained  on  this  floor.  I  r^oice  that  I 
combated  that  doctrine;  yet  I  do  not  mean  to 
consider  them  as  a  fit  army  of  invasion.  I  ac- 
knowledge that  we  were  not  jnrepared  with  a 
regularly-disciplined  army,  qualified  for  the  in- 
vasion and  conquest  of  the  enemy^s  country. 
But  should  we  have  been  prepared  by  winter, 
the  time  to  which  gentlemen  wished  to  have 
deferred  the  declaration  of  war  ?  It  is  a  truth 
that  a  Government  like  ours  never  will,  and 
never  can,  be  prepared  for  war  in  peace.  The 
great  and  effective  preparation  for  war  must 
erow  out  of  the  progress  and  events  of  the  war. 
Kotwithstanding  pur  disasters  on  land,  I  believe 


our  preparation  is  greater,  and  our  situation 
better,  than  it  would  have  been  had  the  war 
been  deferred.  We  were  to  expect,  in  the  oofm- 
mencement  of  the  war,  to  suffer  such  misfor- 
tunes. Except  in  the  afiair  of  Detroit,  nothing 
has  happened  which  should  cause  us  to  bluah : 
that  di^race,  like  the  disgrace  of  the  Chesa- 
peake, will  be  the  harbinger  of  glory — ^I  take  it 
as  an  omen  of  victory.  I  pledge  myself^  if  tlit 
war  continue  it  will  be  so  in  the  event.  As  the 
war  stands  at  this  moment,  we  have  suffered 
littie,  and  we  have  humbled  the  pride  of  the 
enemy  where  it  was  most  insulting.  We  hare 
insured  the  confidence  of  the  nation,  from  tho 
seashore  to  the  mountiuns  beyond  them,  as  far 
as  our  population  reaches,  in  onr  naval  aUli^. 
I  ask  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  whether  we  have  not  gained  something 
in  this  respect  by  the  war  ?  In  one  word,  who 
would  now  commence  the  war  and  take  the 
chance  of  better  success  in  preference  to  the 
actual  fortune  of  the  war  mnce  it  has  been  de- 
clared. It  was  not  prematurely  declared.  I 
now  contend  the  war  ought  to  be  continued. 
Some  gentiemen  have  thought  fit  to  say  in  de- 
bate, Uiat  the  only  alleged  cause  of  war  was 
formed  by  the  Orders  in  GoonciL  But  from 
their  own  act,  tiieir  celebrated  protest^  I  will 
prove  the  contrary.  Impressment  is  there  eoii- 
merated  as  among  the  causes  of  war,  as  it  was 
in  all  the  public  acts  of  the  time  relative  to  the 
causes  of  war.  Without  more  words,  I  am  as- 
thorized  in  asserting  that  impressment  was  one 
of  the  principal  causes  of  the  war ;  and  although 
had  the  Orders  in  Oouncil  been  revoked,  imd 
their  revocation  known  to  us  before  war  was 
declared,  we  would  no  doubt  have  temporized 
longer ;  yet  this  cause  itself  must  in  the  end 
have  produced  war. 

It  appears  that  very  soon  after  the  Geuefal 
Government  went  into  operation,  this  practica 
was  the  subject  of  remonstrance ;  this  was  un- 
der the  Administration  of  General  Washinotov. 
It  has  been  the  subject  of  negotiation  and  re- 
monstrance under  every  succeeding  Adnuni^- 
tration.  But  it  is  alleged,  because  it  Vas  not 
settied  m  tiie  Treafy  of  1794^  that  it  was  not 
c(msidered  by  General  WAaHixoTOK  as  justifia- 
ble cause  of  war,  and  it  is  inferred  that  it  ou^t 
not  now  to  be  considered  as  sufi^cient  cause  for 
the  continuance  of  the  war.  What,  sir,  shaU 
constitute  cause  of  war!  The  ^Mliataon  of 
your  property  ?  Not  so,  say  gentiemen,  because 
the  expenditure  for  redress  will  be  gres^  thai 
the  ii^ury  sustained.  The  violation  of  the  per- 
sonal liberty  of  your  citizens  and  the  degradsr 
tion  of  the  ensign  of  your  sovereignty  f  Ke^ 
say  gentiemen,  Generid  Washiboton  did  AoC 
consider  these  as  suflident  cause  of  war.  Witt, 
then,  any  injury,  or  any  combination  of  wjof 
ries,  authorize  or  require  national  resentment  t 
The  reasoning  ot  the  gentiemen  would  lead  us 
to  a  negative  condunon.  But  in  their  estimate 
of  the  actual  causes  of  the  i»-esent  war,  tbej 
appear  to  consider  the  business  of  impressmeol 
as  trivial,  and  the  Orders  in  Couaeil  as  eveiy 
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thing.  What,  sir,  will  you  go  to  war  for  prop- 
erty, the  Talae  of  which  is  only  relative,  and 
which,  compared  with  personal  liberty,  is  worth- 
lessi  and  refose  (o  go  to  war  for  the  personal 
liberty  of  the  citizen  ?  for  that  which  is  alike 

"Given  to  the  fool,  the  Tain,  the  evil — 
To  Ward,  to  Waten,  Ghartrea,  and  the  Peyil!" 

Yon  will  wage  war,  and  not  to  rescne  your  fel- 
low-citizens from  imprisonment  and  stripes? 
But  however  this  subject  was  to  be  viewed  be- 
fore we  were  actually  involved  in  war,  it  must 
now  be  put  on  a  footing  of  certainty;  if  our 
claim  be  not  secured  it  will  be  surrendered; 
to  make  peace  without  obtaining  any  security 
against  the  abuse  of  which  we  complain,  would 
he  to  acquiesce  in  it,  and  to  acquiesce  in  it 
would  be  to  surrender  the  rights  of  the  country. 
This  was  the  reasoning  of  Mr.  King,  who  in  one 
of  his  communications  to  Government  on  this 
subject  says,  he  has  abandoned  negotiation^  be- 
cause to  acquiesce  in  the  views  of  the  Bntish 
Government  would  be  to  surrender  our  rights. 
And  shall  I  be  obliged,  sir,  to  come  here  with 
volumes  of  documents  to  prove  the  rights  of  the 
citizen ;  to  demonstrate  that  the  naval  officers 
of  Britain  have  not  a  right  to  incarcerate  him ; 
to  drag  him  to  the  gangway  and  flog  him? 
Shall  I  be  obliged  by  a  laborious  process  of  rea- 
soning to  prove  the  obligation  of  Government 
to  rescue  him  from  such  suffering?  No,  gen- 
tlemen generally  have  abandoned  this  ground, 
and  say,  that  the  impressment  of  our  citizens 
is,  under  proper  circumstances,  justifiable  cause 
of  war;  and  the  gentleman  from  North  Caroli- 
na, (Mr.  Peabson,^  who  opened  the  debate  on 
this  subject  says,  that  if  a  fit  proposition,  accom- 
panied by  means  calculated  to  give  it  a  fair 
chance  of  success,  were  tendered  and  did  not 
procure  a  cessation  of  the  practice  of  impress- 
ment, he  would  support  the  war.  What  is  the 
proposition  which  he  submits?  That  we  shall 
pronibit  from  serving  in  our  ships  the  seamen 
of  Great  Britain  and  other  foreign  seamen,  and 
confine  our  crews  to  our  own  citizens.  This 
heing  done  he  will  support  the  war.  I  chal- 
lenge gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
to  say  distinctly  to  the  people,  for  whom  an 
honorable  gentlenum  (Mr.  Quinoy)  has  said  this 
debate  was  intended,  that  this  war  should  not 
be  continued  for  the  protection  of  our  seamen ; 
they  will  not^  they  dare  not.  But  if  they  are 
against  the  continuance  of  the  war,  it  is  on  that 
ground  and  no  other.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  (Mr.  Randolph)  says,  Great 
Britain  has  a  right  to  insist  on  the  services  of 
her  own  subjec^  and  that  England  would  not 
be  i^gland  if  she  could  not  command  them.  I 
Bay  that  America  will  cease  to  be  America  if 
she  suffers  her  to  command  them  at  the  price 
of  the  liberty  of  her  citizens  and  the  honor  of 
her  flag.  Hie  same  gentleman  says,  EngUind 
will  nail  the  flag  to  the  nust  and  go  to  the  bot- 
tom with  it,  rather  than  surrender  the  right  of 
taking  her  seamen  from  on  board  our  merchant 
▼OBsela.    I  hope,  sfr,  we  shall  imitate  the  noble 


example  she  sets  uS)  and  make  every  sacrifice 
rather  than  gpive  up  our  citizens  to  bondage  and 
stripes. 

But,  say  gentlemen,  the  public  law  of  all  na- 
tions on  earth,  ancient  and  modem,  has  denied 
the  right  of  expatriation.  Admit  that  they  are 
correct,  and  for  the  purpose  of  the  argument^ 
I  do  admit  that  such  is  the  general  law.  But 
what  is  this  law  as  modified  by  the  practice  of 
nations  t  Every  nation  which  has  thos  forbid- 
den ejn[>atriation  has  at  the  same  time  granted 
naturalization,  and  the  general  practice  of  na- 
tions is  undoul^tedly  the  law  (tf  nations.  Does 
not  England  naturalize  foreigners?  Does  she 
not  naturalize  vour  citizens  ?  If  she  does  not 
do  it  as  generally  as  yon  do,  it  is  because  it  is 
not  her  policy  to  do  so ;  it  is  enou^  that  she 
naturalizes  your  seamen;  it  is  enough  that  all 
nations  have,  at  the  same  moment,  forbidden 
expatriation  and  granted  naturalization.  The 
law  must  be  the  result  of  neither  exclusively, 
but  of  both  these  practices.  Mr.  Burke,  (the 
ffreat  Edmund,)  who  was  certainly  no  innovator, 
denominates  Charles  XII.  the  murderer  of  Pat- 
kul.  Patkul  was  bom  a  Swedish  subject  and  had 
repeatedly  taken  up  arms  against  his  Sovereign; 
he  was  adopted  by  Kassia  and  had  been  Tier 
Minister  at  the  Oourt  of  Poland.  Charles  XII., 
the  Sovereign  to  whom  his  natural  allegiance 
was  due,  obtained  possession  of  his  person  and 
put  him  to  deaths— this  act  Mr.  Burke  denomi- 
nates murder ! 

Governments  which  have  naturalized  foreign* 
ershave  protected  their  naturalized  subject^ 
and  the  Government  to  whom  the  native  alle- 
giance of  such  subjects  was  due,  though  tfaej 
have  denied  the  right  of  expatriation,  have  not 
impugned  the  protectant  interposition  of  the 
adopted  sovereign.  If  wey  have,  it  has  been 
considered  as  an  act  of  unprincipled  violences 
and  in  the  instance  of  Patkol  has  merited  and 
received  the  denomination  of  murder.  On  this 
subject  I  will  quo^  a  single  sentence  from  one 
of  Mr.  King's  letters;  he  si^s,  "it  behoovea 
the  British  Government  to  adhere  to  the  prin^ 
dple  of  natural  alle^nce  wholly,  or  renounce 
it  wholly."  Contending  themselves  for  the  right 
of  naturalization,  can  the  British  Government 
deny  it  to  others  ?  On  the  part  of  this  Govern^ 
ment  sufficient  evidence  of  its  pacific  and  ao- 
commodating  disposition  appears  in  its  offer  te 
surrender  every  thing  it  can,  consistently  with 
national  faitlu  On  the  part  of  Britain  a  pro- 
traction of  the  war,  by  refusing  to  meet  us  on  the 
terms  proposed,  can  proceed  from  no  other  mo- 
tive than  a  detemination  to  continue  that  abuae 
of  power  which  she  has  inflicted  and  we  have 
suffered  so  long.  The  ground  taken  by  thia 
oountrv  is  what  we  must  insist  upon  ke^in^ 
and  I  doubt  not  we  will  succeed  if  we  contend 
for  it  as  we  ought.  The  informality  of  the  net- 
gotaation  between  our  Charg^  d*  Affaires  and 
the  British  Government  has  been  mentioned  as 
a  cause  of  its  failure.  Ifthere  had  been  an  amica- 
ble diflposition  on  the  part  of  the  British  GK>v- 
eniment,  the  authority  would  hare  been  eonsid- 
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ered  ample.  If  there  be  not  an  amicable  dispo- 
sition we  will  negotiate  in  vain.  We  must  fignt, 
or  we  shall  never  sncoeed  in  obtaining  a  recog- 
nition of  onr  rights.  I  will  advert  to  one  argn- 
tnent  of  the  ^ntleman  fh>m  New  York,  (Mr. 
^OTT,)  who  nas  examined  this  subject  with 
ability.  It  is  that  one  which  appeared  to  me 
to  make  the  greatest  impression  on  the  Hoose. 
He  said  he  h^  ezaminea  the  voluminous  docu- 
ment on  tho  subiect  of  impressment,  which  was 
printed  during  the  last  session  by  order  of  the 
House,  and  t£at  it  did  not  appear  from  that 
document  that  more  than  ninety-three  Ameri- 
can seamen  had  been  impressed  in  the  year 
1809;  from  which  I  believe  every  one  who 
heard  him  inferred  that  it  was  proved  afllrma- 
tively  by  that  document,  that  no  more  than 
ninety-three  American  seamen,  who  were  named 
therein,  were  impressed  in  that  year.  Kow, 
what  is  the  fact  ?  The  document  does  not  state 
in  one  cose,  perhaps  of  eight  or  ten,  when  the 
impressment  took  place,  and  there  are  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  fifty-eight  persons  named 
in  that  document.  Of  course  the  gentleman 
could  not  be  authorized  to  say  that  but  ninety- 
three,  or  any  other  precise  number,  were  im- 
Sressed  in  1809.  All  those,  the  date  of  whose 
etention  is  not  stated,  may  have  been  impress- 
ed in  1800.  It  is  probable  mudi  the  greatest 
portion  was.  A  more  particular  ezaminaticm  of 
this  point  of  inquiry  will  prove  the  magnitude 
of  the  evil.  From  the  1st  of  April,  1809,  to 
the  80th  of  September,  1810,  a  period  of 
eighteen  months  only,  a  single  agent  of  this 
Government,  in  London,  received  one  thousand 
five  hundred  and  fiifty-eight  applications  from 
impressed  seamen.  How  many  were  unable  to 
apply?  Men  imprisoned  on  board  ships  of 
war,  scattered  over  the  ocean  and  on  distant 
stations^  how  could  they  apply  to  Mr.  Lyman 
in  London  and  give  in  their  names  ?  The  num- 
ber impressed  must  have  been  great,  indeed, 
when  a  single  agent  in  the  short  space  of 
eighteen  months,  registered  the  names  of  one 
thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty-eight  appli- 
oants.  Of  this  number  a  part  was  discharged, 
acknowledged  to  be  Americans  l)eyond  the  pos- 
sibility of  denial ;  a  small  number  is  detained 
as  being  born  in  England,  and  the  remainder 
are  detained  under  various  pretexts— such  as 
supposed  to  be  bom  in  England,  being  on  dis- 
tant stations,  having  consular  certificates  prov- 
ing them  Danes,  Swedes,  &o. ;  as  if  they  had 
any  better  right  to  take  from  on  board  an 
American  vessel  a  Swede  or  a  Dane  than  an 
American  citizen.  Even  their  own  doctrine 
goes  to  assert  a  right  to  seize  none  but  their 
own  subjects.  I  ask,  now,  whether  the  im- 
pression made  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  was  a  just  one  ?  Whether  it  does  not 
appear  probable  that  at  least  one  thousand  of 
those  contained  in  this  list  were  impressed 
without  even  a  plaunble  pretext?  But  if  in 
a  single  statement  I  make  out  a  result  so  vari- 
ant from  the  statement  of  the  gentleman,  I  beg 
you  and  the  public  to  test  the  other  statements 


of  the  gentleman  in  the  same  way.  Kot,  sir, 
that  the  gentleman  made  the  statement  with 
any  un&ir  intention,  for  no  man  is  mors  hon- 
orable or  correct — ^he  has  my  highest  esteem- 
but,  it  wiU  show  how  Uable  we  are  to  err— nay, 
how  prone  we  are  to  err  when  our  feelings  and 
habit  of  thinking  run  with  our  argument  So 
much  for  impressment  It  is  an  abuse  sach  ts 
cannot  be  tolerated  by  an  independent  natioiL 
It  is  one  which  ought  to  be  resisted  by  war. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  pssnge 
of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  aflSrroative — ^For 
t)ie  bin  77,  against  it  42,  as  follows: 


Stevenson  Archer,  Daniel  Aveiy,  Eaekiel  Bacon,  Da- 
vid Bfiid,  Josiah  Bartlett,  Bnrwell  BuKtt.  WiUiaa 
W.  Bibb,  William  BlacUedge,  Robeit  Brown,  Wil- 
liam A.  Bnrwell,  William  Butler,  John  C.  CdhooB, 
Francis  Carr,  Liuigdon  Chevea,  James  Cochran,  Jolm 
Clopton,  Lewis  Condict,  William  Crawford,  Riehard 
CnttSy  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desba, 
Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  William  Findlay, 
James  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Ghoboa, 
Isaiah  L.  Gi«en,  Felix  Grundy,  BoUinff  Hall,  OM 
Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  AylettHawes,  Jo£n  M.  Hjne- 
man,  Richard  M.  Jdmson,  Jooeph  Kent,  William  B. 
King,  Abner  Laoock,  Peter  Little,  Aaron  I^le, 
Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McAs, 
Alexander  McKim,  Amnah  Metcalf;  Samuel  L  llli- 
chill,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hu^  Kelson,  Anthoaj 
New,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Ind 
Pickens,  James  Pleasants,  juo.,  Benjamin  Pood, 
William  Ml  Richardson,  Samuel  RinggcU,  Thonsi 
B.  Robertson,  John  lUiea,  John  Roane,  Jonatfasa 
Roberts,  Ebeneser  Sage,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Ebeaeaer 
Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Sbaw, 
George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Willimm  Strong,  Join 
Taliaferro,  Geoige  M.  Tionp^  ChaiiBS  Tnnsr,  jt, 
William  Widgeiy,  and  Richaid  Wyna. 

Natb.— John  Baker,  Abgah  Bigelov,  Henaaaas 
Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge^  El^ah  Brigfaaai, 
Epaphroditns  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  lla^ 
thaw  Clay,  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  John  Davenport,  jr., 
William  Ely,  James  Rmott,  Asa  Fitoh,  Thomas  B. 
Gold,  Charies  Goldaborough,  Edwin  Gray,  Jacob 
Hufty,  Richard  Jackson,  jnu.,  Philip  B.  Key,  LTnaa 
Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  William  Lowndea»  AivhibaM 
McBryde,  James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jo- 
seph Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun,  Elisha  S.  Pot- 
ter, Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed, 
Henry  M.  Richly,  William  Rodman,  Daniel  Shefl^, 
Richard  Stanford,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samnel  T«r 
gart,  Benjamin  Talfanadge,  Uri  Tiiicy,  Lahan  Wbsa- 
ton,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomas  Wilaon. 

Order^  That  the  title  be,  ''Anactinsdfr 
lion  to  the  act,  entitled  <  An  act  to  raise  an  ad- 
^tional  military  force,  and  for  other  pfoiposes.^ " 


Ebidat,  Jannaiy  15. 
Ltmd  daims  in  Miuauri  Territary^^OanJima^ 
tion  qfprinaU  ekUfM—Pr^-empUdnt, 
Mr.  Hempstead  observed^  that  he  had  certain 
resolutions  to  submit,  on  which,  as  th^  wers 
somewhat  in  detail,  he  would  ask  theliber^  to 
make  a  few  remarks.  Under  the  second  seccioa 
of  the  first  act  for  adjusting  land  daims  in  ths 
Territory  of  Loniaana,  (now  MiswHiri,)  each  ao- 
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toal  settler  was  entitled  to  six  hundred  and 
fortj  acres  of  land,  together  with  such  other 
and  Airther  qnantity  as  heretofore  had  heen  al- 
lowed for  the  wife  and  family  of  such  actual 
settler,  agreeahly  to  the  laws,  usages,  and  cus- 
toms of  the  Spanish  GoYemment.  A  mi^Jority 
of  the  Board  of  Land  Commissioners  in  that 
Territory  were,  under  that  section,  ao  liberal  in 
their  grants,  that  it  ezoited  the  alarm  of  Gov- 
ernment. This  alarm,  sir,  was  soon  transferred 
to  the  people,  and  has  continued  ever  nnoe; 
because  a  minority  of  the  Board  passed  from 
one  extreme  to  the  other,  and  granted,  in  many 
instances,  only  one  hundred,  one  hundred  and 
jfifty  or  two  hundred  arpens,  where  they  had 
before  granted  seven  or  eight  hundred  arpens. 
The  grants  for  the  smaller  quantities  are  con- 
tain^ in  the  lists  of  grants,  and  being  final 
against  the  United  States,  would  never  come 
before  Congress,  unless  upon  petitions  from  in- 
dividual claimants.  Other  boards  of  Commis- 
sioners, acting  under  the  same  law,  have  granted 
to  the  actual  settier  in  every  instance,  when 
the  law  had  been  complied  with,  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres;  and  it  would  seem  to  me,  sir, 
that  the  people  of  the  Missouri  Territory  are  en- 
titled to  the  same  justice. 

The  second  resolution  is  to  provide  as  well 
for  rejected  claims,  in  which  no  testimony  has 
been  adduced,  as  when  testunony  has  been  re- 
ceived; and  to  prevent  individual  claimants 
from  loading  our  table  with  petitions.  The 
mode  pointed  out  wUl  present  all  claims  to 
Congress  at  one  time.  With  these  observations 
I  shall  submit  the  resolutions  for  the  sanction 
of  the  House : 

Jiewoived,  That  the  Comiiuttee  on  the  PaUie  Lands 
be  inatructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedieaoy  of  an- 
thofiaing,  in  favor  of  the  claimants,  the  re-examina- 
tion of  the  grants  of  land  mado  by  the  boaid  of 
Commissioners  for  ascertaining  and  adKnsting  the 
titles  and  claims  to  land  in  the  district  of  Lonlaiana, 
under  the  seoond  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  ascertaining  and  adjosting  the  titles  and 
claims  to  land  within  the  Tenritoiy  of  Orleans  and 
the  district  of  Lonisiana,"  passed  the  2d  of  March, 
1805;  and  also  the  grants  made  by  the  Recorder  of 
Land  Titks  for  the  Territory  of  Missonri,  under  that 
part  of  the  third  section  of  the  act,  entitled  **  An  act 
further  providing  for  settling  the  claims  to  land  in 
the  Teiriloiy  of  Missoori,"  pasMd  the  18th  of  June, 
1812,  which  provides  for  settiement  of  donation 
rights  in  all  cases  where  the  quantit7  of  land  granted 
is  less  than  six  hundred  and  finrty  acres;  and  that 
said  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  other- 
wiae. 

Jiaolvfdj  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  au- 
thorizing the  Reoorder  of  Land  Titles  for  the  Terri- 
tory of  Missouri  to  receive  testimony  in  aU  the  claims 
to  land  in  which  none  has  been  adduced,  and 
which  are  rejected  in  the  report  made  by  the  late 
board  of  Commissioners  for  ascertaining  and  adjust- 
ing the  titles  and  claims  to  land  in  the  then  district 
of  Louisiana,  now  Territory  of  Miasouri;  and,  after- 
wards, to  arrange  into  classes,  aocoidinff  to  their 
respective  merits,  as  well  the  clums  embraced  by 


this  resolution,  as  the  other  rcjjected  claims  mentioned 
in  said  report,  and  made  abstracts  containing  the 
substance  of  the  evidence  in  support  of  such  claims, 
and  such  other  information  and  remarks  as  may  be 
neoessaiy  to  a  proper  decision  thereon,  and  report  on 
said  chums  to  the  General  Commissioner  of  the 
Land  Office ;  and  that  said  committee  have  leave  to 
report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Jtuolvtdf  That  said  committee  be  Instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  granting  the  right  of 
pre-emption  to  actual  settiers  on  the  public  landi  in 
the  said  Teiritory  of  Missonri;  and  that  said  oom- 
mittee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  othenrise. 

The  resolutions  were  then  agreed  to. 


Monday,  January  18. 
Two  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Massa- 
chusetts, Pelbo  Taluian  ;  and  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, William  Pipes,  appeared,  and  took  their 


J^neouragement  to  PritaUer  GaptwreB^ 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  ^  relating  to  captures.'' 

[The  bill  provides  that  compensation  shall  be 
allowed  to  the  ofScers  and  crews  of  our  public 
vessels,  for  vessels  of  the  enemy  necessarily 
destroyed  at  sea  after  their  capture.] 

Mr.  Bassett  stated  to  the  House  the  consid- 
erations by  which  the  Naval  Committee  had 
been  induced  to  report  this  bill.  It  grew  more 
immediately  out  of  the  case  of  the  Guerriere 
destroyed  by  the  Constitution — a  case  precisely 
in  point.  Such  a  principle  as  that  which  the 
bill  proposed,  he  oelieved,  had  been  engrafted 
in  the  British  service.  It  was  at  least  required 
by  equity  and  sound  policy,  where  the  public 
service  required  the  destruction  of  a  vessel  fbr 
fear  of  re-capture  by  the  enemy  in  its  disabled 
state,  that  some  compensation  should  be  made 
to  the  captors  in  lieu  of  that  which  would  have 
accrued  from  the  sale  of  the  vessel  had  it  been 
brought  into  port 

Mr.  H.  Clat  (Speaker)  spoke  in  opposition 
both  to  the  principles  and  details  of  the  bill. 
He  was  disposed  to  believe  the  principle  un- 
precedented in  any  other  country ;  but  even  if 
It  were  not,  he  thought  it  ought  not  to  exist  in 
this  country.  It  would  have  the  effect  to  make 
it  the  interest  of  the  captor,  unless  the  vessel 
should  be  immediately  on  the  coast,  or  in  the 
very  mouth  of  our  rivers,  to  destroy  the 
captured  vessel.  On  consulting  the  under- 
writers, gentiemen  would  find  the  premium  re- 
quired on  bringing  in  a  vessel  of  any  descrip- 
tion from  any  considerable  distance,  would  be 
equal  to  one-half  her  value ;  and,  as  proof  of  it^ 
Mr.  C.  instanced  the  high  insurance  even  ftom 
Charleston  and  New  Orleans,  along  our  own 
coast,  to  a  northern  nort.  The  strongest  possi- 
ble temptation  would,  therefore,  be  offered  by 
giving  half  the  value  of  the  destroyed  vessel 
to  the  captors  in  case  of  her  destruction.  Mr. 
C.  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the 
bUl. 

Mr.  BASBBrr  replied  to  Mr.  Clat,  and  de- 
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fended  the  bill,  on  the  ground  of  expediency 
and  of  precedent.  In  the  British  nation,  he 
said,  rewards  were  always  liberally  bestowed 
on  skill  and  valor,  and  they  must  always  be 
by  every  country  that  wishes  to  encourage 
these  qualities  in  its  citizens.  The  principle 
did  exist  in  the  British  service,  not  by  statu- 
tory, but  by  admiralty  regulations;  and  in 
all  euch  cases  rewards  had  been  liberally  dis- 
pensed. 

Mr.  Baoon  opposed  the  bill  as  inexpedient 
and  unprecedented.  To  show  that  it  went  be^ 
ypnd  the  British  legal  provisions  in  that  re- 
spect, he  quoted  a  statute  of  that  nation  which 
allows  to  the  captors  of  vessels  so  destroyed, 
as  the  bill  contemplates,  a  bounty  of  tve 
pounds  for  every  man  found  alive  on  board 
siud  captured  vessels,  the  aggregate  to  be 
equally  distributed  among  the  crew  of  the  cap- 
tors. Further,  he  believed,  that  Qovemment 
had  not  gone. 

Mr.  Chztbs  on  this  remarked,  that  everr  en- 
couragement was  afforded  to  British  naval  offi- 
cers, by  their  Government,  as  well  by  promo- 
tious  to  higher  office  and  to  nobility,  &c.,  which 
were  not  known  in  this  country,  as  by  pecu- 
niary rewards  and  pensions,  not  in^all  cases 
by  statutory,  but  by  Executive  sanctions.  He 
was  disposed  to  be  liberal  to  our  officers,  to 
foster  our  rising  navv.  But,  though  friendly 
to  the  principle,  he  objected  to  the  particul^ 
details  of  the  bill,  which  he  thought  suscep- 
tible of  modifications  which  would  be  better 
made  in  select  committee  than  in  the  House. 
He,  therefore,  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  QuiNOT  objected  to  the  principle  'of  the 
bill,  which  he  thought  fundamentally  question- 
able. He  was  for  providing  specially  by  statute 
for  each  case  after  its  occurrence,  wnere  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  required  an  exercise 
of  liberalitv  by  Congress,  and  to  legislate  gen- 
erally for  future  occurrences. 

The  committee  then  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  were  refused  leave  to  sit  again ;  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cheves,  the  bill  was  re- 
committed to  the  Naval  Committee. 


TuBSDAT,  January  19. 
Ptioateer  Pensions. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  regnlatinff 
pensions  to  persons  on  board  private  armed 
ships.        • 

[This  bill  directs  that  the  two  per  cent,  re- 
served in  the  hands  of  consuls  and  collectors,  in 
pursuance  of  an  act  of  June  last,  respecting  pri- 
vate armed  vessels,  &c.,  be  paid  into  the  Treas- 
ury, to  constitute  a  fund  for  pensions  to  per- 
sons disabled  on  board  private  armed  vessels,  of 
the  mode  and  degree  of  which  disability  the  log 
book  of  each  vessel  is  to  be  evidence.] 

Mr.  BiTBWELL  moved  to  strike  out  the  vital 
section  of  the  bill,  with  a  view  to  try  the  prin- 
ciple. In  support  of  the  motion,  he  remarked 
thiat  he  conceived  it  improper  to  adopt  a  prin- 


ciple so  extremely  liable  to  abuse  as  this,  es- 
pecially when  pensions  had  been  refosed  to  at 
least  equally  meritorious  sufferers  during  the 
Revolution.  The  evidence  which  the  log  book 
of  a  vessel  would  afford,  would  be  so  very  liable 
to  error,  and  so  indefinite,  as  not  to  be  entitled 
to  that  conclusive  weight  given  to  it  by  the  bilL 
The  proper  course,  he  conceived,  would  be,  to 
leave  the  subject  open  to  the  annual  dispositioB 
of  ConffTess ;  whicn  was  now  the  case  with  txt- 
tain  other  pensions. 

Mr.  Bassett  stated,  in  reply,  that,  at  the  bst 
session,  two  per  cent,  having  been  reserved 
f^om  the  wages  of  the  seamen  on  board  pririte 
armed  vessels,  for  the  avowed  and  declared  ^m- 
pose  of  constituting  a  fund  for  pensiont  to  tin 
wounded,  this  bin  now  merely  indicated  themode 
of  carrying  this  provision  into  effect  The  monej 
had  been  reserved  by  the  collectors  andoonsols^ 
and  as  it  was  never  the  intention  of  Oongreas  to 
make  them  a  present  of  it,  it  remained  for  Con- 
gress to  direct  the  mode  of  its  distribution.  If 
die  principle  was  incorrect,  it  ought  to  bare 
been  objected  to  when  the  pledge  was  given  bj 
the  House  last  session  on  the  subject 

The  question  on  striking  out  ^  section  ▼» 
negatived  by  a  very  sm2l  nu^oritv;  and  the 
committee  rose  and  reported  the  bifl. 

Mr.  Stow  made  a  motion  going  to  confine  tiie 
pensions  idlowed  by  the  bill  to  sndi  as  shodd 
be  disabled  in  actutd  service,  and  spoke  in  sup- 
port of  his  motion. 

Mr.  MoKiv  opposed  the  motion.  The  ser- 
vices rendered  by  the  privateers  were  TalaaUe 
to  the  country  and  ought  to  be  encooraged. 
The  duties  on  prize  goods,  he  said,  brought  into 
the  port  of  Baltimore  alone,  had  amounted  to 
three  hundred  and  fifty-four  thousand  dollatB. 
This  showed  the  importance  of  this  system  in  a 
pecuniary  point  of  view. 

Mr.  Stow  questioned  the  benefit  rendered  to 
the  pubHo  interest  by  privateering,  and  said  be 
was  in  favor  of  letting  this  fund  aocamukte,  and 
first  see  whether  there  was  suffid^itto  pensioa 
those  having  received  known  womids  in  action, 
before  they  agreed  to  extend  it  to  all  casnalties 
on  board  private  armed  vessels. 

Mr.  LrrruE  asserted  the  utility  of  privateera 
and  their  efficiency  as  a  means  of  annoying  tbe 
enemy.  He  bore  testimony  to  the  bravexy  thej 
had  Splayed  in  all  confficts  wiUi  the  enemj. 
and  to  tlie  iniuries  tliey  had  infiicted  on  lus 
commerce.  The  enterprising  individuals  eon- 
oeraed  in  it  ought  to  be  encouraged ;  for,  by  the 
impediments  to  the  prosecution  of  their  eBtc^ 
prise,  many  had  been  already  disoouraged  and 
had  dismantled  their  vessela.  If  properly  es- 
conrt^ged,  they  would  scour  every  sea,  however 
distant,  and  ransaok  every  port  and  harbor  in 
search  of  the  enemy.  He  was  in  favor  of  ex- 
hibiting llie  most  liberal  disposition  towards 
them. 

Considerable  further  debate  took  place  oa 
the  amendment,  which  was  at  last  agr^  to  bj 
a  very  small  mtgority. 

Mr.  RasJL  subsequently  moved  to  reoommit 
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the  bill  to  the  same  oommittee  which  reported 
it|  for  the  purpose  of  amendment;  and  the  bill 
I  recommitted. 


WiD2<rEOT>AT,  January  20. 
Astronomieal  Observatory, 

ICr.  MiTCHiLL,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  William  Lambert, 
and  the  report  made  thereon  bj  the  Secretary  of 
State  at  the  last  session,  presented  a  bill  author- 
izing the  establishment  of  an  Astronomical  Ob- 
servatorj ;  which  was  read  twice^  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

On  the  27th  December,  1809,  Mr.  Lambert  ad- 
dressed the  Hoase  of  BepiesentatiTes  upon  the  expe* 
diency  of  establiahiDg  a  fint  meridian  for  the  United 
States  at  their  pennanent  leat  of  Gorermnent.  This 
was  ordered  for  consideration  to  a  seleot  nnmber  of 
gentlemen,  who,  on  the  28th  March,  eighteen  hnn- 
dred  and  ten,  laid  npon  the  table  an  able  and  learned 
opinion,  aocompamed  with  scientific  calculations  U- 
Instrative  of  the  object  They  cooohided  dieir  inye»- 
tigation  by  recommending  that  providon  should  be 
nuide,  by  law,  for  detenmning,  with  the  matest  ao- 
coracj,  the  distaooe  between  the  City  or  Washing- 
ton and  Ghreenwich  in  England,  and  that  the  proper 
instroments  should  be  pro^ned. 

Afterwards,  on  the  28d  January,  1811,  the  memo- 
rial was  referred  to  a  select  committee  ;  and,  on  die 
28d  of  the  ensuing  Febmaiy,  that  committee  was 
discharged,  and  the  memorial  referred  to  the  Secre- 
taiy  of  State  for  his  consideration. 

Conformably  to  the  desire  of  the  House,  that  officer 
wrote  to  the  Speaker  a  letter  which,  after  haying 
been  read,  on  the  third  day  of  July,  1812,  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table.  That  letter  was,  on  the 
8th  December  last,  ordei;pd  to  the  present  committee, 
who  have  diligently  weighed  the  matters  which  it 
contains. 

It  is  their  opinion  that  astronomical  observations 
are  highly  useftd  to  a  navigating  and  commercial 
people,  already  eminent  for  their  progress  in  science 
and  the  arts,  and  who  are  laboring  for  the  comple- 
tion of  their  national  dignity  and  splendor. 

The  most  ready  method  of  obtammg  the  Informa- 
tioQ  to  be  derived  from  noting  the  phenomena  of  the 
heavens,  is  by  the  establishment  of  an  observatory. 
This  may  be  erected  at  the  dty  of  Wadiington.  By 
such  an  institution,  means  may  be  adopted  not  only 
to  fix  the  first  meridian,  but  to  ascertain  a  great 
number  of  other  astronomical  facts  and  occnriences 
through  the  vigilance  of  a  complete  astronomer. 

Thitbsdat,  January  21. 
The  Honse  met  with  closed  doors ;  and,  after 
being  opened,  another  member,  to  wit,  from 
KewYork,  Pbtxb  B.  Pobtbb,  appeared,  and 
took  his  seat. 


Fbidat,  January  22. 
Bneouragement  to  Ftioateers, 
The  HoQse  asain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  on  the  petitions  of 
Joshua  Barney  and  Stephen  Kingston. 
The  resolatio%  rep<»rted  by  the  Committee  of 
VouIV— 45 


Ways  and  Means,  *^  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  le- 
gislate upon  the  subject  of  the  petitions,"  was 
disagreed  to ;  and  the  following  was  reported  to 
the  House  as  a  snbstitate  thereto: 

'*  Reaolved^  That  any  right  or  clabn  of  the  United 
States  to  British  property  which  may  have  been  cap- 
tured by  American  privateers,  arising  from  forfeiture 
under  any  provision  of  the  non-importation  acts,  ought 
to  be  relmqoished  for  the  benefit  of  the  captors." 

The  question  on  the  original  resolution  was  also 
disagreed  to  by  a  vote  of  the  House.  For  disa- 
greeing 61,  against  it  47. 

And  the  resolution  proposed  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  as  a  substitute,  was,  as  stated  above, 
agreed  to ;  and  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Wavs  and  Means  to  bring  in  a  bill  in  pursu- 
ance thereof, 

Ifhprened  Seamen, 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UnITED  StATBS  : 

To  the  Senate  and  Boum  of 

JiepretenkOivee  of  the  Umted  Statee  s 

I  transmit,  for  the  information  of  Congress,  copies 
of  a  correspondence  between  John  MitcbeU,  Agsnt 
for  American  Prisoners  of  War  at  Halifax,  and  the 
British  Admiral  commanding  at  that  station. 

I  transmit  for  the  like  purposes  copies  of  a  letter  from 
Commodore  Rodgers  to  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Navy. 

Jakuary  22,  1818.  JAMES  MADISON. 

Extract  of  a  UtterfromJohn  MitcheU,  JSeq.,  Agent  for 

American  Pritonere  of  War  at  MaUfax,  to  the  aec^ 

rotary  of  State,  dated 

'*Dsckmbbb5,  1812. 

<*  I  cover  you  a  copy  of  a  correspondence,  Tddch 
took  place  in  consequence  of  different  applications  I 
received,  either  by  letter  or  personally,  from  persons 
detained  on  board  His  Britannic  Mf^est/s  ships  of 
war  in  this  place. 

**  I  formerly  mentioned  to  you  that  the  Admiral  had 
assured  me  that  he  would  discharge  all  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  who  were  in  the  fleet,  and  actually 
did  discharge  several.  This  induced  me  to  think  I 
should  be  correct,  and  in  the  perfect  line  of  my  duty, 
in  sending  him  a  list  .of  the  applicants  to  me,  and  re- 
questing an  inquiry  to  be  made,and  discharges  granted 
to  all  who  were  citizens  of  the  United  States ;  I,  there- 
fore, covered  him  a  list  of  the  names  now  enclosed  to 
you,  which  produced  his  letter  to  me  of  the  same  date, 
(December  1,  1812.) 

'*  I  read  it  with  surprise,  because  some  of  the  men 
had  informed  me  their  captains  had  refused  to  report 
them  to  the  Admiral  Now,  if  no  one  here  was,  or  is, 
allowed  to  do  it,  their  situation  is  hopeless. 

"  It  is  not  my  place,  sir,  to  reason  with  yon  on  this 
busmesa  Proof  of  Nativi^^  in  his  first  letter,  is  a 
strong  expression ;  and  how  few  are  in  possession  of 
it,  and  how  many  who  cannot  obtun  it 

<*  The  second  paragraph,  in  the  second  letter,  pre- 
vents my  interfering ;  and  I  have  since  been  obhged 
to  send  a  man  away,  requesting  him  to  apply  to  Us 
commanding  officer." 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  John  MitcheU^  Etq,^  Agmt  for 
American  Pritonere  of  War  at  ffaUfax^  to  Sir  John 
Borlaee  Warren,  dated 

Dbcembkb  1, 1812. 

Sib  :  Since  the  sailing  of  the  last  cartels,  in  which 
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yoa  were  pleased  to  send  home  several  Ameiicaoai 
who  had  been  in  His  Britannic  Majesty*s  service,  oth- 
ers who  are  now  on  board  of  the  Centurion  and  Sta- 
tira  have  requested  of  me  to  procure  their  discharge, 
and  to  be  sent  home. 

Will  yon,  sir,  have  the  goodness  to  direct  an  in- 

iry,  and  order  the  release  of  such  as  are  citizens  of 

te  United  States? 

Besides  the  enclosed  list,  I  am  told  there  are  others 
whose  names  I  have  not 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  MITCHELL,  AgmL 


qnj 
tiie 


Copy  of  a  Utter  from  Admiral  Sir  John  BorloM  TFar- 

rsa,  to  John  MUchdl^  JSaq,,  Agent  far  Amerietm 

Prisonera  of  War  at  ffali/ax,  dated 

DscmcBEB  1,  1812. 

8iB :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  vonr  letter  of  this  date,  respecting  some  men, 
tiierein  mentioned,  on  board  His  Majesty's  ships  un- 
der my  command,  said  to  be  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  in  reply,  beg  to  acquaint  you,  that  when- 
ever I  have  received  representations  fi^om  the  cap- 
tains of  His  Majesty's  ships  of  any  part  of  their 
crews  being  citizens  of  America,  with  sufficient  proof 
of  their  mtivity,  I  have  directed  their  dischaige 
fifom  the  service. 

I  must  observe  to  you  that  I  cannot  permit  the  in- 
terference of  an  V  appUcatidns  from  men  belonging  to 
His  Maje8ty*s  shipe^  but  through  their  commanding 
officers :  and  In  your  department,  of  prisoners  of  war 
only,  I  shall  at  all  times  be  most  happy  to  receive 
your  communications. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &a, 

JOHN  B.  WARREN. 

Oyy  of  a  letter  from  John  MikheU,  Bag.,  Agent  for 

American  Pruoner*  of  War  at  Halifax,  to  Admiral 

Sir  Jdm  Borlate  Warren,  dated 

Dbcbmbbr  a,  1812. 

Sn :  I  had  yesterday  the  honor  to  receive  your 
letter,  dated  the  Ist  instant^  in  which  you  observe 
that  you  cannot  permit  the  interference  of  any  appli- 
cation from  men  on  board  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
ships  of  war,  but  through  their  commanding  officers. 

Desirous  of  conforming  as  far  as  possible  to  estab- 
lished regulations,  permit  me  the  honor  to  inquire  of 
your  Excellency,  if  by  your  letter  I  am  to  under- 
stand that  I  am  not  to  receive  the  implications  of  sea- 
men declaring  themselves  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  who  are  on  board  of  His  Majesty's  ships  of 
war,  and  communicate  the  same  to  you  ?  If  this  is 
the  meaning,  I  shall  most  certainly  conform,  though 
I  must  lament  the  regulation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  <bc., 

J.  MITCHELL,  Agent,  Ac 

Cepg  of  a  letUrfrcm  Admiral  Sir  John  JSorkue  War- 
ren, to  John  Mitchell,  JEaq*,  Agent  for  American 
Prieonera  of  War  at  Halifax,  dated 

Dbceicbeb  4, 1812. 
Bn :  In  reply  to  your  letter,  dated  yesterday,  I 
have  to  acquaint  yon  that  whenever  any  address  is 
made  relative  to  men  on  board  His  Mige^s  ships,  it 
must  be  by  the  commanders  of  such  vessus  direct. 

I  cannot  permit  any  application  by  other  persons  in 
time  of  war,  but  in  die  above  mode. 

It  will  always  afford  me  pleasure  to  attend  to  your 
wishes  in  any  respect  relative  to  the  aitoation  or  ex- 


change of  prisoners,  or  to  alford  any  aid  or  relief  in 
my  power.    I  have  the  howNr  to  be,  &&, 

JOHN  B.  WABBEK. 

From  Commodore  Bodgera  to  the  Seerdarf  0/  Ik 
Navy. 

U.  S.  Fhioatb  Pbtoudt, 
BoflTOsr,  Jan,  U,  181& 

Sib  :  Herewith  yon  will  receive  two  muster  boob, 
of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  vessels  Moselle  and  Sq>> 
pho,  found  on  board  the  British  packet  SwaDor. 

As  the  British  have  always  denied  that  tbej  de- 
tained on  board  tiieir  ships  of  war  American  eitixeo^ 
knowing  them  to  be  such,  I  send  you  the  endosed,  si 
a  public  document  of  tibeir  own,  to  ynft  kov  iOy 
such  an  assertion  aoooids  with  their  pnctioe. 

It  will  appear  by  these  two  muster  books  thst  m 
late  as  August  last^  about  an  eighth  part  of  the  Uo- 
seUe  and  S^pho's  crews  were  Americaas;  ooub* 
quently,  if  there  is  only  a  quarter  part  of  thatiio- 
portion  on  board  their  olJier  vessels,  that  they  ksve 
an  infinitely  greater  mmiber  of  Americans  in  their 
service  than  any  American  has  yet  had  an  idea  <£ 

Any  further  comment  of  mine  on  tiiis  sohjeeti  I 
consider  unnecessary;  as  the  enclosed  docwmii 
speak  but  too  plainly  for  themselves.  I  have  ^ 
honor  to  be,  &c.y 

JOHN  BODGEB& 

Hon.  Paol  HAmuoK,  Seetetarg  oftkt  Mee§, 

The  Message  and  dootxments  were  read,  «id 
referred  to  the  Clommittee  oi  Foreign  Behidom 


TuBSDAT,  January  26. 
Treasury  Notei, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Ohbtsb,  the  Hooae  n- 
Bolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  ob 
the  bill  reported  b}*  the  Committee  of  Wsys 
and  Means  aathorizing  the  issning  of  Tressmj 
notes  for  the  service  of  the  year  1812. 

[The  bill  authorixes  the  Preadent  of  the  Uiuiid 
States  to  cause  to  be  issued  Treamy  notes  tothi 
amount  of  five  millions  of  doUors,  and  sbo^  if  be 
shall  deem  it  expedient,  to  issue  a  fturther  sBoat, 
not  exceeding  hye  miOionfl  of  dollaia,  piorided  thi 
amount  issued  under  the  latter  provision  shtllbe 
deemed  and  held  to  be  in  part  of  we  loan  of  oxten 
millions  of  doUars  authorised  by  the  bill  pssMd  tUi 
day.  The  notes  to  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  fin 
and  two-fifths  per  cent,  per  annum,  to  be  redecBori 
one  year  after  me  day  on  whieh  they  are  reqwoiiwlj 
issued.] 

The  bill  harlDg  been  read  through  by  8e^ 
tions,  and  no  objection  having  been  made  Uiere- 
to,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  it 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  fori 
third  reading  without  diyision ;  and  thes  the 
Hooae  a^ionmed. 

Fbidat,  Janaary  29. 
A  new  member,  to  wit,  fitmi  New  Toric, 
Thomas  P.  GnoevKNOB,  elected  to  soppljtfae 
yacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  oif  Ro^ 
ert  Le  Boj  livingston,  appeared,  produced  lui 
oredentiaks  was  qualified,  and  took  hisseit 
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Grant  to  Daniel  Boone. 
Ifr.  Hbiipstead,  fh>m  the  committee  to 
whom  were  referred  the  petition  of  Dftniel 
Boone,  and  the  resolutions  of  Uie  Legislatare  of 
Kentnokv  in  his  behalf^  made  a  report;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next 

Territory  of  Miaaouri, 
Mr.  McK[zB,from  the  select  committee  which 
was  directed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
amending  the  act  for  the  governmeot  of  the 
liissonri  Territory,  reported  against  any  amend- 
ment.   The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  they  have  had  the  subject  to  diem  refemd 
under  their  condderatioi],  and  have  examined  the 
act  above  recited.  The  principal  difficulty  suggested 
to  the  committee,  ooconing  in  the  execution  of  the 
law,  appears  to  relate  to  the  election  of  a  delegate  to 
represent  the  interest  of  the  Territory  in  the  Congress 
of  the  United  Statea  By  the  first  clause  of  the  6th 
section  of  the  act  it  is  provided  "  that  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  shall  be  composed  of  members  elected 
eveiy  second  year,  by  the  people  of  the  said  Terri- 
tory, to  serve  for  two  years.**  By  the  18th  section  of 
the  said  act  it  is  also  provided  ^  that  the  tsitizens  of 
the  said  Territory  entided  to  vote  for  Representatives 
to  the  General  Assembly  thereof,  shall,  at  the  time 
of  electing  their  Bepresentatives  to  the  said  General 
Assembly,  also  elect  one  delegate  from  the  said  Terri- 
tory to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.**  It  also 
spears  that  an  election  was  held  in  pursuance  of  the 
act  on  the  second  Monday  of  November  last,  when  a 
delegate  was  elected.  It  appean  that  doubts  have 
been  entertained  whether  the  delegate  thus  elected 
can  legally  hold  his  seat  after  the  8d  day  of  March 
next,  and  an  alteration  of  the  law  has  been  suggested 
as  necessary  to  obviate  the  difficulty.  It  seems  to  the 
committee  that  the  first  clause  of  the  6th  section,  and 
the  13th  section  of  l^e  act,  taken  together,  leaves  no 
room  for  doubt,  but  evidently  fixes  the  period  for 
which  the  delegate  may  hold  his  seat  at  two  yean 
from  the  second  Monday  of  November  last ;  and  it 
foUowa,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  that  the  delegate 
efeeted  in  pursuance  of  the  law,  and  for  the  term  of 
two  years,  cannot  be  derived  of  his  right  to  a  seat 
by  any  subsequent  law. 

It  also  appears  to  the  committee  that  the  Terri- 
torial Legislature  are  furnished,  by  the  7th  section  of 
the  act,  with  competent  power  to  change  the  tune  of 
holding  elections  so  as  to  obviate  any  difficulty  that 
may  occur  in  the  subsequent  elections  of  a  delegate. 

The  committee,  therefore,  recommend  the  foUow- 
ing  resolution : 

JRetolved,  That  the  act  entitled  '*  An  act  providing 
for  the  government  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,**  re- 
quires no  amendment 

Bjf  Benjamin  Howard,  Governor  of  the  Territory  tf 
Louisiana,  Comnumdcr-in-Chief  of  the  MuUta 
thereof  and  SvperinUndent  of  Indian  Affmn,  in 
and  over  the  tame: 

▲  PBOGLAXATIOV. 

In  discharge  of  those  duties  enjoined  oo  the  Gov- 
ernor of  this  Territory  by  an  act  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  approved  the  4th  of 
June,  1812,  entitled  *'  An  act  providing  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,'*  I  have  made 
the  following  arrangements,  preparatory  to  the  new 


organisation  of  Government  to  be  instituted  by  the 
said  act,  and  which  will  commence  its  operation  on 
the  first  Monday  in  December  next ;  that  is  to  toy ; 

I  have  divided  the  future  Territory  of  Missouri  into 
five  counties,  excluding  fnm  the  civil  jurisdiction  of 
each  of  said  counties  any  tract  or  tracts  of  country 
which  may  fall  within  their  respective  general  limits, 
as  hereinfliter  set  forth,  the  Indian  titlo  to  which  may 
not  have  been  extinguished. 

That  portion  of  territory  situated  north  of  tiie  Bfis- 
souri  River,  and  usually  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Forks,  as  lying  between  that  river  and  the  river  Mis- 
sissippi, shall  compose  one  county,  and  be  called  the 
county  of  St.  Charles. 

That  portion  of  territory  bounded  by  the  AGssouri 
river  on  the  noiih ;  by  the  Mississippi  on  the  east; 
on  the  souch  by  the  Platin  creek,  from  its  mouth  to 
its  source ;  thence  by  a  west  line  to  the  Missouri 
river,  or  to  the  western  boundary  of  the  Osage  pur- 
chase ;  and  on  the  west,  by  the  said  western  boun- 
dary of  the  Osage  purchase,  shall  compose  one  other 
county,  and  be  called  the  oounty  of  St.  Louis. 

That  portion  of  territoxy  bounded  by  the  county  .of 
St  Louis  on  the  north ;  on  the  east  by  the  Missis- 
sippi ;  on  the  south  by  Apple  creek,  from  its  mouth  to 
its  source ;  thence  by  a  due  west  line  to  the  western 
boundary  of  the  Osage  purchase ;  and  on  the  west, 
by  the  said  western  boundary  of  the  Osage  purchase, 
shall  compose  one  other  oounty,  and  be  called  the 
county  of  St.  Genevieve. 

That  portion  of  territory  bounded  on  the  north  by 
the  south  limit  of  the  county  of  St  Genevieve ;  east 
by  the  Mississippi ;  west  by  the  western  boundary  of 
the  Osage  purchase ;  and  south  by  that  line  wMch 
formerly  separated  the  commanders  of  Cape  Girardeau 
and  New  Madrid,  and  known  more  recentiy  as  the 
boundary  between  these  two  districts,  ahall  compose 
one  other  county,  and  be  called  the  county  of  G^pe 
Girardeau. 

That  portion  of  territory  bounded  north  by  the 
south  limit  of  the  county  of  Cape  Girardeau ;  east  by 
the  Mississippi ;  south  by  the  8dd  d^ree  of  norm 
latitude,  (the  southern  boundary  of  this  Territory  as 
settied  by  act  of  Congress;)  west  by  the  western 
boundary  of  the  Osage  purchase;  and  fipom  the 
southern  extremity  theroof  to  the  SSd  degree  of  north 
latitude  aforesaid,  shall  compose  one  other  countf, 
and  be  called  the  county  of  New  Madrid. 

And  I  do  hereby  make  known  and  declare  that 
elections  of  Representatives,  to  serve  in  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  future  Territory  of  Missouri,  shall  be 
holden  throughout  the  Territory,  on  the  second  Mon- 
day of  November  next,  at  the  req)ective  seats  of  jus- 
tice of  the  present '  districts,  which  are  hereby  de- 
clared to  be  the  seats  of  Justice  for  tiie  sevnal  mture 
counties  respectively  except  that  the  town  of  New 
Madrid  shall  be  the  seat  of  justice  of  the  future 
county  of  New  Madrid,  which  said  future  county 
will  comprehend  the  present  districts  of  New  Madrid 
and  Arkansas;  totrit:  at  the  town  of  St  Charles  for 
the  future  county  of  St  Charles,  at  which  time  and 
place  there  will  be  chosen  for  the  said  county  two 
Representatives.  Ajb  the  town  of  St  Louis  ior  the 
future  oounty  of  St  Louis,  at  which  time  and  place 
there  will  be  chosen  four  Representatives.  At  the 
town  of  St  Genevieve  for  the  future  county  of  St 
Grenevieve,  at  which  time  and  place  there  will  be 
chosen  for  the  said  county  three  Representatives.  At 
the  town  o'  Ci^  Girardeau  for  the  future  county  of 
Cape  Girardeau,  at  which  time  and  place  there  will 
be  chosen  for  the  said  county  two  Representatives. 
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And  at  the  town  of  N«ir  Madzid  for  the  ftitare 
ooantj  of  New  Madrid,  at  which  time  and  place  there 
will  be  dioaen  for  the  said  ommty  two  Representa- 
tives. 

And  I  do.  moreorer,  make  known  and  declare  that 
on  the  said  second  Monday  of  November  next,  an 
deetion  will  also  be  holden,  at  the  several  seats  of 
justice  aforesaid,  for  a  Temtorial  delegate  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States.  And  I  do  enjoin  and 
require  that  these  elections  be  holden  bj  the  sheriffii 
of  the  present  districts,  or  in  their  absence,  or  in- 
ability to  act^  by  the  coroners  respectively ;  that  the 
said  sheriffs  or  ooroners  shall  take  the  polls  of  those 
qualified  to  vote ;  that  the  clerks  of  the  courts  of  the 
present  districts,  or  their  deputies,  shall  respectively 
write  down  the  names  of  the  voters  in  a  fair  and  le«- 
ble  manner,  and  that  the  presiding  judges  of  tte 
ooarts  of  the  present  districts  respectively,  or  in  case 
of  absence,  or  inability  to  act,  the  next  in  commis- 
don  shall  attend,  and  be  judges  of  the  qualifica- 
tion of  tiie  voters ;  that  the  said  elections  shall  be 
opened  at  the  respective  seats  of  justice  aforesaid^ 
at  or  before  9  o*clook  in  the  morning  of  the  said 
second  Mondsiy  of  November,  and  close  at  sunset  of 
that  day. 

And  the  sheriff  or  coroners  respectively,  after 
having  caused  the  proces-verbal  of  said  polls  to  be 
signed  by  the  clerks  or  their  deputies,  who  may  have 
respectively  committed  the  same  to  writing,  and 
countersigned  bv  the  judges  respectively  who  may 
have  attended  the  elections,  will  themselves  certify 
the  same,  explicitly  stating,  at  lazge,  the  names  of 
the  persons  elected  as  Representatives,  and  the 
name  of  the  person  having  the  greatest  number  cf 
votes  as  a  delegate  to  Congress,  and  make  immediate 
return  thereof  to  tiie  Governor  of  the  Territory. 

And  I  do,  lastly,  enjoin  and  require,  that  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  several  future  counties,  so  as  afore- 
said to  be  elected,  do  convene  in  the  town  of  St. 
Louis  on  the  first  Monday  in  December  next,  as  pro- 
vided by  the  act  of  Congress  aforesaid. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of 
the  Territory  of  Louisiana  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 
Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  town  of  St  Louis,  the 
first  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
tiiousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  and  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  of  America  the  thurty- 
seventiu  BENJAMIN  A.  HOWARD. 

For  the  information  of  the  people  who  are  called 
on  to  dooide  the  right  of  suffrage  by  the  Goveruox's 
proclamation,  we  have  inserted  below  tiiat  part  c^ 
the  law  which  defines  the  qualification  as  well  of  the 
Representative  as  of  the  voter. 

'*  No  person  shall  be  eligible  or  qualified  to  be  a 
Representative,  who  shall  not  have  attained  to  the 
■ge  of  twenty-one  years,  and  who  shall  not  have  re- 
sided in  the  Territory  one  year  next  preceding  the 
day  of  election,  and  who  shall  not  be  a  fineeholder 
within  the  county  in  which  he  may  be  elected ;  and 
no  person  holding  an  office  under  the  United  States, 
or  an  office  of  profit  under  the  Territory,  shall  be  a 
Representative.  In  case  of  vacancy,  by  death,  resig- 
nation, or  removal  or  otherwise  of  a  Representative, 
the  Governor  shall  issue  a  writ  to  the  oounty  wher- 
ever a  vacancy  may  be  as  aforesaid,  to  elect  another 
person  to  serve  the  residue  of  the  term.  That  all 
free  white  male  citizens  of  the  United  States  above 
the  age*  of  twenty  one  years,  who  have  resided  in 
said  Territory  twelve  months  next  preceding  an  elec- 
tion, and  who  shall  have  paid  a  territorial  or  county 


tax,  assessed  at  least  ux  months  previous  timela^ 
shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for  Representatives  t»  the 
General  Assembly  of  said  Territory.'* 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Arming  and  Clamng  the  Militia, 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  ai  the 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  arming  the 
militia,  and  for  classing  the  same. 

Mr.  FiTOH  moved  to  strike  out  all  that  part 
of  the  bill  which  provides  for  the  dasaing  the 
militia  of  the  United  BtateSb 

Mr.  £lt  said  that  he  was  totally  of^wsed  to 
the  classification  of  the  militia;  that  it  had 
been  pressed  npon  us  from  year  to  year,  by 
gentlemen  from  the  Southern  section  of  tiie 
Union,  he  knew  not  why ;  that  he  thought  the 
effects  of  the  measure  in  rendering  the  mihtia 
efficient,  for  constitutional  purposes^  were  very 
trifling  and  unimportant    From  some  cause  or 
other,  the  militia  in  tiie  Southern  States  are 
very  little  improved,  and  gentlemen  seemed  to 
imagine  that  classification  was  to  supply  the 
place  of  arms,  of  organization,  of  discipline,  of 
every  thing.    This  would  not  prove  to  be  the 
case.    He  said  that  the  laws  heretofore  made 
had  proved  in  the  Northern  States,  particulariy 
in  Massachusetts,  abundantiy  sufficieDt  to  aa- 
swer  all  the  purposes  of  forming  an  effideot 
militia;  but  they  have  been  foUowed  up  by 
State  regulations  which  had  been  eigoined  bj 
penalties  suffioientiy  severe.    These,  he  had  oo- 
derstood,  had  been  in  a  great  measure  ne^ect- 
ed  in  the  South,  and  this  was  the  reason  that 
the  milida  were  so  imperfect ;  and  if  the  States 
would  not  enforce  those  laws,  he  had  no  idea 
they  would  enforce  this.    The  sums  expended 
on  the  militia  in  Massachusetts,  both  from  the 
public    treasury  and  by  private    individuals, 
is  very  great — that  State  has  furnished  more 
than  sixty  artillery  companies,  with  their  pieces, 
ammunition  carriages^  and  every  thmg  appoi^ 
tenant  to  them,  complete;  the  artillery  and 
cavalry  are  completely  uniformed  and  equipped, 
and  are  required  so  to  be  by  law;  for  thegnater 
part,  the  inDEmtry  are  in  uniform  complete,  are 
well  armed,  and  are  equal  in  all  respects  to  any 
militia  in  the  world.    That  this  claasificatioa 
would  add  to  their  burdens,  and  they  had  al- 
ready burdens  enough ;  that  it  would  be  an  ia- 
sidious  thing,  and  so  considered  by  the  militia, 
and  go  to  destroy  the  harmony  of  the  militia 
corps.    That  if  gentlemen  m  the  South  thoi^t 
it  would  be  useful,  let  their  State  govemmeats^ 
who  were  the  best  judges,  adopt  as  much  of  it 
as  they  nleased.    No  one  would  object  to  that, 
if  they  aid  not  interfere  with  existing  ropila' 
tions.     All  will  acknowledge  that  the  State 
Governments  have  it  in  their  power,  and  it  has 
been,  in  some  form  or  other,  exercised  by  ^ooa 
of  the  States,  and  particularly  by  Pennsylvaaia 
— ^this  measure  will  interfere  with  their  fiivoriM 
mode.    He  sdd  he  was  disposed  to  have  the 
militia  in  the  South  improved,  but  he  prayed 
gentiemen  not  to  adopt  a  measure  calculated  to 
ii^jure  one  part  of  the  militia,  more  than  it 
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would  benefit  the  other;  he  hoped  the  provi- 
•tons  for  classing  the  militia  ^  ould  he  etrioken 
out  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  WiLLiAifB  and  Mr.  Stow  opposed  the 
motion. 

The  aaestion  was  decided  bj  yeas  and  nays : 
For  striking  ont  58,  against  it  65. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
k  third  reading. 


Satitbdat,  January  80. 
A  new  member,  to  wit,  from  North  Oaroli- 
Da»  William  Esknkdt,  elected  to  snpplv  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  6en.  Thom- 
as Blonnt,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his 


Ccrutitutian  and  Chimriere, 
The  engrossed  bill  providing  compensation  to 
Captain  Hull,  and  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
frigate  Constitution,  for  the  capture  and  de- 
struction of  the  British  frigate  Guerriere,  was 
read  a  third  time. 

She  bill  authorizes  a  grant  of  $50,000.] 
r.  MoEsB  opposed  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
on  the  ground  that  the  President  has  no  author^ 
ity  to  expend  the  public  money  in  gratuitous 
grants  to  individuals. 

Mr.  Sawteb  stated,  that  he  wished  to  make 
some  remarks  in  reply  to  Mr.  MoKbb,  but,  from 
the  lateness  of  the  hour,  and  an  indisposition 
with  which  he  was  oppressed,  it  was  not  now 
in  his  power.  He  therefore  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment, which  was  carried — ^ayes  54. 


Monday,  February  1, 
Mr.  SsAVEB  presented  a  petition  of  Beigamin 
Waterhouse,  medical  doctor,  of  Boston,  stating 
that  he  is  wiUing,  and  wishes  to  undertake  the 
inoculation  of  the  army  of  the  United  States 
with  the  ^  kine-pock  inoculation,^'  and  praying 
the  aid  and  patronage  of  Congress  in  that  un- 
dertaking.—deferred  to  the  Conmiittee  on  Mil- 
itary Afhirs. 

(hnstitation  and  Guerriere. 

The  House  resumed  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  bill  making  compensation  to  the  oficers  and 
crew  of  the  Constitution  for  the  destruction  of 
the  frigate  Guerriere.  The  bill  being  on  its 
third  riftding — 

Mr.  Sawteb  spoke  in  support  of  the  bill,  and 
in  reply  to  Mr.  MoKbb. 

Mr.  Dawson.— Mr.  Speaker :  The  bill  which 
is  now  on  your  table,  and  which  I  hope  will 
soon  receive  your  signature,  was  drawn  from  a 
resolution,  or  rather  the  part  of  a  resolution 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  offer  yon  at  the  very 
commencement  of  the  session. 

When  I  offered  yon  that  resolution,  I  did 
hope,  and  I  did  believe,  that  it  would  have  re- 
ceived the  immediate  attention  and  unanimous 
approbation  of  this  House ;  that  regardless  of 
those  ponetilioB  which  too  often  shackle  the 


best  intention}^  and  do  injury  to  the  best  causes, 
and  in  compliance  with  t&e  sentiments  and 
feelings  of  the  nation,  we  should  have  imme^ 
diately  expressed  our  own,  thereby  giving  force 
to  that  expression,  and  have  rendered  that  trib- 
ute which  is  justly  due  to  undaunted  valor,  and 
to  modest  merit ;  that  we  should  have  declared 
our  admiration,  and  the  high  sense  we  enter- 
tain of  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  defenders  of 
their  country's  flag,  and  the  defenders  of  her 
rights,  and  while  we  gave  to  some  testimonials 
of  our  approbation,  we  should  have  yielded  to 
all  that  which  is  justly  due. 

In  this  expectation  I  have  been  wofuUy  d]s> 
appointed ;  doubts,  difficulties,  and  delays  have 
taken  place;  commitment  has  succeeded  com- 
mitment, and  so  many  amendments,  or  rather 
alterations,  have  been  made  to  the  original  res- 
olution, that  I  can  scarcely  call  it  my  own;  it 
has  received  the  fostering  care  of  so  many  step- 
&thers  that  I  am  almost  constrained  to  disown 
it  as  illegitimate ;  but  as  it  is  natural  to  pro- 
tect that  which  we  call  "our  own,"  although 
all  the  features  do  not  please  us,  so  I  shall  vote 
for  that  bill  although  all  its  provisions  do  not 
please  me. 

Some  gentlemen,  with  a  liberality  which  I 
neither  envy,  nor  shall  1  imitate,  are  willing  to 
load  those  brave  tars  with  all  the  praise,  with 
all  the  applause,  which  the  pride  of  language 
can  bestow,  or  which  a  resolution  written  on 
paper  gUded  with  sold  can  confer;  and,  becom- 
ing their  own  judges,  they  think  that  ample 
compensation  for  idl  the  hardships  they  have 
suffered,  for  all  the  dangers  they  have  encoun- 
tered, for  all  the  wounds  they  have  received. 
With  all  the  respect  which  I  feel  for  these  hon- 
orable gentlemen,  and  the  high  value  which  I 
set  on  their  good  opinion,  I  do  not  think  it  am- 
ple compensation  to  the  brave  and  indigent 
tars  who  have  boldly  fought  your  battles,  and 
generously  sacrificed  their  interest  for  your 
good ;  they  merit  some  more  substantial  stuff 
than  air ;  they  have  acquired  for  you,  sir,  they 
have  given  to  your  enemy,  something  more 
substantiaL 

Others  there  are,  who  are  well  pleased  to  be- 
stow on  the  brave  officers  who  have  distin- 
guished themselves,  some  testimoniab  of  our 
approbation — some  insignia  of  their  merit. 
With  these  gentlemen  I  most  perfectly  asree, 
and  most  cordially  voted  in  favor  of  the  bill  for 
that  purpose.  But,  while  I  remember  the  gal- 
lant captain  who  proudly  steps  the  quarter- 
deck, I  will  not  forget  the  sflolor  boy,  ^  who 
whistles  o'er  the  lee,'' or  the  aged  mariner  who 
fieithoms  the  deep,  and  on  whom,  when  the  bat* 
tie  rages,  danger  has  no  more  effect  than  the 
foaming  surge  which  surrounds  him  has  on  the 
hard  rock,  when  it  dashes  and  breaks  against 
its  side ;  they  al^  sir,  are  entitled  to  your  i^ 

J)lause  and  gratitude;  they  all  demand  your 
ustice ;  and  to  render  that  justice  is  the  object 
of  the  bill  now  on  your  table,  as  I  will  presentiy 
show,  and  which  had  it  passed  at  an  earlier  pe- 
riod of  the  sesdon,  as  I  did  expect  it  would, 
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yoar  ^^  Constellatioa "  would  not  have  lain  for 
weeks  ^  ithin  your  view  for  the  want  of  men, 
and  is  still,  I  believe,  in  yonr  waters,  but  wonld 
long  since  have  been  at  sea,  and  would  have 
added  new  trophies  to  those  already  won. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  mean  the  late 
Secretary,  in  whose  veracity  and  integrity  I 
have  the  highest  confidence,  who  carries  to  his 
retirement  the  best  wishes  of  my  heart,  and 
under  whose  auspices  this  gallant  exploit  was 
achieved,  and  Commodore  Hull,  whose  disinter- 
estedness seems  only  equalled  by  bis  valor,  have 
informed  us  that  ^^the  Guerriere"  when  she 
wont  into  action  was  worth  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  and  that  she  had  articles  on 
board  to  the  value  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  She  was  one  of  the  finest  frigates  in 
the  British  navy,  well  manned,  and  commanded 
by  one  of  their  most  experienced  and  «dlant 
captains  I  This  ship,  our  frigate,  ^^  the  Consti- 
tution," of  equal  force,  attacked,  yanqui^ed, 
and  captured,  after  a  short,  though  one  of  the 
most  brilliant  actions  recorded  in  the  naval  his- 
tory of  any  country ;  thereby  giving  certain 
presages  of  future  glory,  and  a  character  to  our 
rising  navy,  coeval  almost  with  its  existence, 
and  setting  an  example  which  other  officers 
and  crews,  equally  emulous  of  fame,  have  since 
imitated,  and  have  obtained  the  same  laurels, 
which  will  never  fade. 

Agreeably  to  the  act  for  the  better  govern- 
ment of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  the 
ship,  with  all  articles  on  board  her,  became  their 
prize ;  they  might  have  used  it  to  their  best 
advantage ;  they  might  have  brought  her  into 
port,  and  divided  the  whole  among  themselves ; 
but  apprehensive  that  from  the  crippled  state 
of  the  prize  she  might  again  fall  into  the  hfuids 
of  your  enemy ;  nay,  sir,  that  your  own  frigate 
might  be  endangered  in  protecting  and  convoy- 
ing her,  they  with  that  liberality,  with  that 
magnanimity  which  marks  the  character  of  ^e 
sailor,  determined  to  destroy  her,  thereby  sac* 
rificing  their  interest  for  your  good.- 

And  here,  Mr.  Speaker,  let  me  asik  what  oth- 
er class  of  men  in  our  society  can  you  find  who 
would  have  acted  thus  nobly  t  Ifbar,  sir,  we 
ahall  search  for  them  in  vain.  I  am  sure,  sir, 
that  we  shall  not  find  them  among  those  who 
daily  violate  your  laws,  relieve  your  enemy  of 
his  surplus  manufactures,  or  supply  him  with 
your  provisions,  and  then  come  here  and  re- 
ceive indemnification,  remission  for  the  crimes" 
which  they  have  committed. 

And,  sir,  what  is  the  mighty  boon  which 
these  brave  and  indigent  tars  ask  from  you  ?  or 
rather  was  it  that  I,  in  the  name  of  justice,  de- 
manded for  them  ? — ^it  is  one-sixth  p&rt  in  value 
of  that  property— of  their  property,  which 
they  have  sacrificed  for  your  good,  rather  than 
it  fmould  fall  into  the  hands  of  your  enemy. 
And  will  you  refose  it  ?  No,  you  will  not,  you 
cannot,  you  dare  not.  You  will  not,  because 
every  consideration  of  policy,  and  the  best  in- 
terest of  our  country,  forbid  it ;  yon  cannot, 
because  every  feeling  which  ennobles  the  hu- 


man heart,  and  I  think  I  know  yonrs,  fbriMd^ 
it ;  you  dare  not,  because  jugtice  forbida  it ;  and 
you  dare  not  do  an  act  so  flagitiooa. 

Mr.  Speaker,  during  the  very  lengthy  ^Dseas 
sions  which  have  taken  place  in  this  seanoii,  I 
have  remained  silent  in  my  seat ;  Uita  has  not 
arisen  from  a  snpineness  of  dispositioD,  or  from 
an  inattention  to  the  public  bnsineas,  or  the 
public  welfare,  but  in  the  hope,  that  when  gen- 
tlemen had  exhausted  all  their  eloquence,  they 
would  have  permitted  us  to  progress,  and  to 
place  our  country  in  the  situation  demanded  by 
the  crisis ;  and  I  should  have  indulged  thai  di»- 
position  which  I  have  to  be  silent,  had  not  an 
attempt  been  made  to  deprive  the  brave  and 
needy  tars  of  that  which  is  Judy  due  to  tbem ; 
but  under  these  circumstances  I  could  not  re- 
strain my  feelings,  and  have  to  regret  that  I 
cannot  give  to  them  that  utterance  whic^  the 
occasion  calls  for. 

[The  argument  against  this  biU  was,  that  it 
would  be  setting  a  precedent  which  would  be 
considered  authoritative  in  future  cas^ ;  that 
it  was  giving  a  donation  for  an  act  i>f  duty  only, 
though  gallantly  performed.  It  was  rewarding 
a  service,  which,  had  it  been  rendered  on  lan^ 
would  have  received  no  remuneration,  as  expe- 
rience had  proved  in  the  case  of  the  Tippecanoe 
expedition ;  and  that  it  was  contrary  to  justice 
to  confer  pecuniary  rewards  on  one  dasa  of  our 
citizens  in  exclusion  of  others.  In  favor  of  the 
bill  it  was  stated  that  the  captured  Tessel,  if  she 
had  been  brought  into  port,  would  have  pro- 
duced six  times  the  amount  now  proposed  to 
be  allowed  to  her ;  and  that  the  captors  ought 
not  to  incur  a  total  loss  from  the  destruction  of 
the  vessel,  which  the  fear  of  her  falling  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy  had  rendered  necessary 
to  the  public  service.  It  was  urged,  that  if  any 
city  in  the  United  States  had  to  legislate  on  tfa^ 
subject,  five  times  as  much  would  have  been 
awarded  as  is  now  proposed.  All  the  gentle- 
men who  spoke,  offered  the  tribute  of  their  re- 
spect to  the  gallantry  and  conduct  of  the  offi- 
cers and  seamen  of  our  public  vessels.] 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was 
decided  in  the  negative — ^yeas  55,  naya  59. 


WxDMSSDAT,  Februarys. 
Virginia  Military  Bounty  Landg, 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  oonader  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  re- 
port of  the  select  committee  touching  the  daims 
of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Viiginia  hae 
of  the  Revolutionary  army  to  militaiy  bounty 
lands. 

The  questiiHi  was  then  taken  to  concur  wi& 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  in  their  dia- 
agreement  to  the  resolndon  recommended  bj 
the  select  committee,  which  is  as  follows: 

Re$olved,  That  pravinon  ahoold  be  made  ibr  »- 
cnring  to  the  officen  and  aoldien  of  the  Rarolatiea- 
ary  army  of  T irginia,  on  State  establiahment,  ia  the 
land  or  sea  service  of  the  said  State,  the  booBty  laa^ 
which  were  promiaed  to  then,  either  by  a  law  « 
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fMohitioii  of  the  Baid  Commonwealtli,  oat  of  the 
laadi  not  otherwise  appropriated,  and  lying  on  the 
northwest  ride  of  the  river  Ohio,  within  the  Yiiginia 
eewion,  to  be  of  good  qnali^,  according  to  the  tme 
intent  and  meaning  of  the  promises  made  on  the  part 
of  Virginia,  and  that,  if  a  snfficienoj  of  good  land 
within  the  meaning  of  the  aforesaid  engagement 
cannot  there  he  found,  that  their  bounties  shall  be 
satisfied  out  of  anj  other  pnblio  land  of  the  United 
States,  not  heretofore  otherwise  appropriated : 

And  was  determined  in  the  affirmatiye — yeas 
66,  nays  41. 


Friday,  February  6. 

Encowragement  to  Public  and  to  JPrioate  Armed 

Prwateon» 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MoKnc, 

Besohedy  That  the  Committee  on  Kaval  Af- 
fairs be  iDStrocted  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  relinquishing,  in  favor  of  the  ofScers 
and  crews  of  the  public  armed  ships  of  the 
United  States,  a  greater  portion  of  the  value  of 
prizes  than  they  are  now  by  law  entitled  to ; 
and,  also,  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedienoy  of  pro- 
viding farther  encouragement  to  equipping  and 
employing  private  armed  vessels  of  war  against 
the  ships  and  commerce  <^  the  enemy;  and 
that  the  oonunittee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill, 
or  otherwise. 


WBDKiEsnAT,  February  10. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  in- 
fixming  the  House  that  owing  to  the  indisposi- 
tion of  Mr.  Gauxabd,  tne  Senate  have  appoint- 
ed Mr.  FsANKLiN  the  teller,  on  their  part,  at 
the  counting  of  the  votes  of  the  Electors  for 
Prendent  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 


Cfounting  of  Meetoral  Votti. 

The  hour  of  12  having  arrived,  the  Senate 
entered  the  Hall  of  Representatives,  preceded 
by  their  President,  Secretary,  Sergeant-at-Arms, 
and  Doorkeeper,  and  proceeded  to  seats  pre- 
pared for  them — the  members  of  the  House 
having  risen  to  receive  tbem,  and  remaining 
standing  until  all  had  entered.  The  Preddent 
of  the  Senate  took  a  seat  which  had  been  pre- 
pared for  him  at  the  Speaker's  right  hand,  and 
the  Secretaiy  of  the  Senate  was  placed  beside 
the  Clerk  of  the  House.  The  Tellers— Mr. 
Traskus  of  the  Senate,  and  Messrs.  Maoon 
and  Tallhados  of  the  House— were  seated  at 
a  table  in  front  of  the  Speaker's  chair. 

The  President  of  the  Senate  then  proceeded 
to  open  and  hand  to  the  Tellers  the  sealed  re- 
turns from  each  State,  which  were  severally 
read  aloud  by  one  of  the  Tellers,  and  noted 
down  and  announced  by  the  Secretaries  of  each 
House. 

The  votes  having  all  been  opened  and  read, 
the  following  result  was  announced  from  the 
Ohair,  by  the  President  of  the  Senate,  viz: 


Pierident 

Vice 
President. 

Statm. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

8 

1-^ 

1 

New  Hampshire    - 

_ 

7 

MassachnsetU 

- 

22 

2 

20 

Rhode  Island 

. 

4 

- 

4 

Ck>nnecticut          -            - 

» 

9 

- 

9 

Vermont 

8 

« 

8 

« 

New  York 

. 

29 

~ 

29 

New  Jersey 

- 

8 

- 

8 

Pemisylyanla 

25 

- 

25 

- 

Delaware 

~ 

4 

— 

4 

Maryland 

6 

5 

6 

6 

Virginia 

25 

- 

25 

- 

North  Carolina      - 

15 

- 

15 

— 

South  Carolina 

11 

- 

11 

~ 

Georgia 

- 

8 

- 

Kentucky              -           - 

12 

- 

12 

— 

Tennessee 

8 

- 

Ohio 

- 

7 

~ 

liOuisiana 

- 

8 

- 

Total 

128 

89 

181 

86 

RECAPITULATION  OF  KLEOTORAL  VOTES. 

FcMT  Pretident  of  the  United  8tate$. 
Jambs  Madison,  of  Virginia,         .         •    138 
Db  Witt  Ountoit,  of  iNew  York,  .      89 

217 

jFbr  Vice  Preeident  of  the  United  Statee 
Elbbidob  Gbbrt,  of  Massachusetts,        .    181 
Jabbd  Inobbsoll,  of  Pennsylvania,         .      86 

"in 

The  President  of  the  Senate,  in  pnrsnanoe  of 
the  joint  resolutions  of  the  two  Houses,  then 
announced  the  state  of  the  votes  to  both  Houses 
of  OongresS)  and  declared  '^  That  Jambs  Madi- 
sozr,  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  was  duly  elected 
President  of  the  United  States,  for  four  years^ 
to  commence  on  the  fourth  day  of  March  next } 
and  that  Elbbidob  Gbbbt  was  duly  elected 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
like  term  of  four  years,  to  commence  on  the 
said  fourth  day  of  March  next." 

The  two  Houses  then  separated,  and  the  Sen- 
ate returned  to  their  Chamber. 


Thvbsdat,  February  11. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  appointed  a  com* 
mittee,  on  their  part,  to  join  such  committee  as 
this  House  may  appoint  on  their  part,  to  wait 
upon  the  President  of  the  Unitea  States,  and 
to  inform  him  of  his  re-election,  for  four  yearoi 
to  oonunenoe  on  tbe  fourth  day  of  Maroh  next 
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Ssguiation  qf  Seamen, 

The  Honse  resamed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  excluding  foreign  seamen  from  the  service 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Pitkin'8  motion  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  biD,  for  the  pm^ose  of  inserting 
a  proposed  amendment,  being  still  nnder  con- 
siaeration,  considerable  discussion  took  place 
on  it)  but  it  was  eventually  withdrawn  to  give 
way  to  the  following  motion. 

Mr.  RiDOSLT  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  first 
section  all  the  words  in  brackets,  as  follows : 

Sbc.  I,  BeU  enacted^  dtc,^  That  from  and  after  the 
termiiiAtion,  by  a  treaty  of  peace,  of  the  war  in 
which  the  United  States  are  now  engaged  with  GreaA 
Britain,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  employ  as  seamen, 
or  otherwise,  on  board  of  any  pubUo  vessel  of  tiie 
United  States,  or  of  any  vessel  owned  by  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  or  sailing  nnder  their  flag,  any 
person  or  persons,  except  natural  born  citizens  of  the 
united  Stotes,  or  citizens  of  the  United  States  at  the 
time  of  such  treaty  being  made  and  concluded,  [or 
persons  who,  beinf  resident  within  the  United  States 
at  the  time  of  snon  treaty,  and  having  previously  de- 
clared, agreeably  to  existing  laws,  their  intention  to 
become  citizens  of  the  Unit^  States,  shall  be  admit- 
ted as  such  within  five  years  thereafter  in  the  man- 
ner prescribed  by  law.] 

After  some  conversation,  the  motion  was  nega- 
tived by  yeas  and  nays — for  it  40,  against  it  80. 


Satvbdat,  February  18. 

WnMu/ragemmt  for  Privateering — Bounty  for 

Priaonere. 

Mr.  Bassbtt,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Kaval  Establishment,  made  a  report  relative  to 
the  expediency  of  affording  greater  encourage- 
ment to  privateering.  The  report  is  as  fol- 
lows : — 

That,  in  relation  to  the  first  inquiry,  they  find 
that,  by  the  British  statutes  of  the  18th  and  27th  of 
George  the  Second,  the  whole  prize  of  each  and 
evexy  public  armed  vessel  is  given  to  the  officers  and 
crews  making  the  capture ;  and  they  find  this  prin- 
ciple published  by  British  proclamation,  ia  relation 
to  the  present  war  with  the  United  States.  The 
laws  of  the  United  States,  voL  8,  page  860,  dhrect 
that,  if  a  capture  be  made  by  an  American  public 
armed  vessel,  of  equal  or  superior  force,  the  captur- 
ing vessel  shall  have  the  whole ;  in  all  other  cases  of 
capture,  one-half  is  distributed  to  the  officers,  and  the 
other  half  is  paid  to  the  Commissioners  of  tile  Nai^ 
Pension  Fund,  pledged,  first,  for  tiie  payment  of  pen- 
sions, and  the  surplus  to  be  disbursed  for  the  comibrt 
and  benefit  of  seamen*  This  fund  for  Navy  pen- 
sions amounts  to  something  more  than  two  hundred 
tiiousand  dollars,  yielding  an  annual  interest  of  fifteen 
thousand  dollars ;  and  the  amount  of  pensions  is  from 
seven  to  eight  thousand  dollars ;  leaving  a  yearly 
balance  of  seventeen  thousand  dollars  in  uvor  of  the 
ftmd,  and  this  without  the  addition  of  the  prizes 
made  this  war,  which  are  known  to  exceed  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  and  will  probably  amount  to 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  so  as  to  double  the 
ftmd ;  while  only  four  persons  have  been  added  to 
the  list  by  the  war,  to  receive  twenty-one  dollars. 
From  the  above  it  appears,  that,  fixna  the  old  pen- 


sion list,  the  amount  of  pensions  is  little  oion  thaa 
tiiree  per  centum  on  the  amount  of  prises  Wen 
five  per  cent  from  the  fatnre  prizes,  to  be  added  to 
this  fund,  on  past  experience  it  would  praaisi  sa* 
adequate  sum  for  the  poyment  of  pensioDS.  Year 
committee,  however,  concluded  that  it  would  not  do 
to  rely  oonclnsively  on  past  experienoe,  and,  on  d» 
ground  of  certainty,  deemed  it  best  for  the  find  is 
remain  as  established  for  another  year,  when  me 
experienoe  would  give  more  confidenoe  to  the  deeira. 
As  tills  ivport  is  intended  to  bring  the  snbjeet  nder 
the  view  of  the  House,  with  the  hope  that  it  wiQ  dsI 
be  lost  sight  of  at  the  next  8essi<»,  it  win  be  profHr 
here  to  add,  that,  with  some  of  the  ooounitlec,  the 
idea  was  entertained  that  ten  per  cent  shooU  bs 
withheld  from  distribution,  vke.  :  five  per  cent  for  the 
pennon,  and  ^V9  for  the  navy  hoapitd  find;  m 
which  not  only  the  imbedli^  of  decrepitude,  bat  the 
imbecility  of  infancy  should  always  find  as  asjIoBL 
On  the  other  branch  of  the  inquiry,  your  commiaee 
give  their  fullest  attestation  to  the  utility  and  impor- 
tance of  privateers.  I^  at  other  times  and  in  odur 
countries,  the  effect  of  individual  exertion  has  been 
distrusted,  the  unexampled  gallantly  of  ourdtizeBi% 
in  that  way,  since  the  declamtion  of  war,  amresai 
that,  with  Americans,  even  the  individual  arm  ess 
make  an  efficient  impreasion  on  the  foe.  The  mode, 
however,  of  giving  encouragement^  they  fiound  not 
fTeefiK>m  difficulty.  As  least  liable  to  objeetioo,  tiiej 
recommend  that  a  bounty  be  paid  for  every  pimMf 
brought  in;  and,  thai  this  propositioBi  may  berega- 
larly  b^ore  the  Honse,  they  report  a  lulL 

Mr.  Bassbtt,  from  the  Naval  Committee,  tha 
reported  a  bOl  allowing  a  boiiDty  to  privsleen. 

[Allowing  a  bounty  of -dollars  for  esdi 

person  they  bring  in.]    Twice  read  and  ooni- 
mitted. 

Additional  Gefieral  Qffieen, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Wiluaics,  the  Hooss  rs- 
solved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  <m 
the  bill  anthorizing  the  appointment  of  sddi- 
tional  general  officers  in  the  Army  of  the  Unit- 
ed States. 
[The  bill  provides  for  the  i^>pointmeDt  of — 

additional  Miyor  Generals,  and Brigadier 

Generals.] 

The  following  letters  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  were  read : 

Adjctaite  Geskral's  Officii 

WAsmHGROir,  Jieoemiber  SS,  1811 

Sir  :  Before  I  reply  to  your  question,  *'  bow  DS17 
mi^or  generals  and  brigadiers  are  neoessiiy  Ibr  la 
army  of  thirty-five  thousand  menf*  it  may  not  be 
amiss  to  state  what  is  believed  to  have  been  tbs  pe- 
portion  of  officers  of  these  grades  in  the  BevolatiaMp 
17  anny,  and  what  is  understood  to  be  the  piepoitioB, 
at  this  time,  in  European  armies. 

In  the  first  army  of  the  Revolutioo,  raised  in  177^ 
we  had  a  commander-in-chief,  four  major  genenK 
and  eight  brigadiers.  In  1776,  five  brigadiers  was 
prompted  to  the  rank  of  m^or  generals,  and  tiROtf- 
three  brigadiers  appointed.  In  1777,  six  brigatBn* 
were  promoted  to  the  rank  of  m^jor  generally  sad 
three  migor  generals  and  eighteen  brigadieis  i^ 
pointed. 

The  loss  of  papers  in  the  War  Offio^  by  in.  ia 
1800,  lenders  it  ioHpoesible  to  ^y*  with  pnmim, 
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at  what  partieiilar  periods  many  of  these  general  offi- 
een  left  the  serrioe ;  bat  it  it  within  my  reeoUeodon 
that,  on  the  28tii  of  June,  1778,  foorteen  major  gen- 
erals, and  sixteen  brigadiers,  were  actnally  in  service 
of  the  United  States.  Yet,  by  referring  to  the  offi- 
cial letters  of  General  Washington,  in  1778  and  1779, 
it  win  be  seen  th&t  a  iiirther  increase  of  general  offi- 
cers was  often  and  warmly  recommended. 

The  main  army,  nnder  the  immediate  oommand  of 
Genera]  Washington,  it  is  belieTed,  nerer  amounted 
to  thirty-five  thousand  men,  and  it  is  by  no  means 
certain  that  this  nnmber  was  ever  in  service  at  one 
and  the  snme  time,  in  the  whole  of  what  was  desig- 
nated ''the  continental  army.**  Yet,  at  no  period, 
between  the  fin^  of  May,  1777,  and  the  close  of  the 
war,  had  we  less  than  thirty  general  officers  in  ser- 
▼ioe. 

It  was  deemed  neoessaiy^  in  the  Revolntion,  and  it 
is  understood  to  be  the  general  practice  in  Europe,  at 
this  time,  to  have  at  least  one  brigadier  general  for 
every  two  thousaud  men,  and  one  mi^  general  for 
every  four  thousand. 

In  this  oountiy  we  hauo  never  had  a  grade  between 
the  commander-in-chief  and  that  of  major  general ; 
henco  it  was  found  necessary,  in  the  "  continental 
army,"  to  give  to  the  senior  major  general  the  com- 
mand of  tlie  right  wing,  and  to  tiie  next  in  rank, 
that  of  the  left,  which,  from  the  limited  number  of 
general  officers,  often  left  a  division  to  a  brigadier,  a 
brigade  to  a  oolonel,  and  a  regiment  to  a  snl^rdinate 
field  officer;  but,  in  Europe,  this  difficulty  is  obvia- 
ted by  the  appointment  of  general  officers  of  higher 
gradesw 

From  the  best  information  I  have  been  able  to  ob- 
tain on  this  subject,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  eight  major  generals,  and  sixteen  brigadiers,  to 
oommand  the  divisions  and  brisades  of  an  army  of 
thirty-five  thousand  men,  is  we  lowest  estimate 
which  the  uniform  practice  of  France,  Russia,  and 
England,  will  warrant,  and  that  this  Is  much  below 
the  proportion  of  officers  of  these  grades  actually  em- 
ployed in  the  army  of  the  Revolution. 

As  you  have  not  required  my  opinion  whether  it 
be  necessary  to  have  a  higher  grade  than  that  of 
major  general,  I  have  not  deemed  it  proper  to  touch 
this  subject,  and  have  confined  myself  to  the  number 
of  major  generals  and  brigadiers  deemed  neoessaiy 
to  commauod  the  divisions  and  brigades  of  an  army  of 
thirty-five  thousand  men.  It  may  not,  however,  be 
improper  to  remark  that,  if  it  u  intended  to  have  no 
higher  grade  than  that  oi  major  general,  their  som- 
ber should  be  increased  to  eleven ;  so  as  to  give  one 
lor  the  chief  oonuumd,  one  for  each  wing,  and  one 
for  each  division  of  four  tlunisand  men. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours,  <frc. 

T.  H.  GUSHING,  Adfi  Gm, 

The  Hon.  Sbgrctabt  or  Wak. 


Wab  Dbpabtmert,  fa,  10,  1818. 

Sm !  In  reply  to  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor 
to  write  to  .me,  on  the  5th  instant,  by  direction  of 
the  Coomiittee  on  Military  Affairs,  I  respectfully  sub- 
mit the  following  opinions : 

1st.  That  an  incroased  number  of  general  offioers 
is  essential  to  the  public  service.  Tbe  number  of 
xegimeuts  provided  for  by  law,  is,  two  of  light  dra- 
goons, three  of  heavy  artillery,  one  of  light  artillery, 
one  of  riflemen,  and  forty-five  of  infantry,  making, 
together,  fifty-two  xegunents. 


The  sfaaplest  oiganiaation  is  ever  the  best  Hence 
it  is,  that,  as  a  regiment  consists  of  two  battalions^  so 
a  brigade  should  consist  of  two  regimentS|  and  a  di- 
vision of  two  brigades. 

Thli  sphere  ofcommand  will  be  found  in  practice, 
sufficiently  large.  The  management  of  two  thousand 
men  in  the  field,  will  be  ample  duty  for  a  brigadier, 
and  the  direction  of  double  that  number  will  give 
full  occupation  to  a  major  general.  To  enlarge  the 
sphere  of  command  in  either  grade  would  not  be  a 
mean  of  best  promoting  the  public  good. 

Taking  these  ideas  as  the  basis  of  the  rule,  and 
taking  for  granted,  also,  that  oar  ranks  are  filled, 
the  present  establishment  would  require  twenty-five 
brigadiers  and  twelve  major  generals.  But  the  latter 
admission  requires  qualification,  and,  under  existing 
circumstanoes,  it  may  be  sufficient  that  the  higher 
staff  should  oonaist  of  eight  migor  generals,  and  six- 
teen brigadiera 

Tlie  general  argument,  on*  this  head,  might  be  for* 
tified  by  our  own  praetioe  during  the  war  of  the  Bev- 
olution,  and  by  that  of  European  nations  at  all  times. 
Believing,  however,  that  this  view  of  the  subject  has 
been  already  taken  by  the  adjutant  general,  in  a  lato 
communication  to  yon,  I  forbear  to  do  more  than 
suggest  it. 

2.  The  recruiting  service  would  be  much  pro- 
moted, were  the  bounty  in  land  commutable  into 
money,  at  the  option  of  the  soldier,  and  at  the  end 
of  his  service.  This  modification  would  be  addressed 
to  both  descriptions  of  men — those  who  would  prefer 
money,  and  such  as  would  prefer  land. 

I  need  hardly  remark  that  bounties,  at  the  close 
of  service,  have  many  advantages  over  those  given 
before  service  begins.  The  former  tie  men  down  to 
their  duty ;  the  latter  furnish,  if  not  the  motive,  at 
least  the  means  of  debauch  and  desertion. 

Another,  and  a  public  reason,  for  the  preference, 
may  be  found  in  the  greater  convenience  with  which 
money  may  be  paid  at  the  end,  than  at  the  com- 
mencement of  a  war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  &a 
JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Hon.  D.  B.  WzLLiAn, 

Chairman  Com.  an  MUitary  Affairs, 

The  bill  anthoriziiig  the  appointment  of  addi- 
tional general  oflSoers  in  the  Army  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed  by  yeas  and  nays :  for  the  bill  05,  against 
It  8a. 


MoKDAT,  February  16. 
Stuperuion  <if  Non-Impcrtation, 

Mr.  Ohbves,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  made  the  following  report: — 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  report :  That 
they  have  deemed  it  to  be  their  duty,  that  the  public 
service  may  not  suffer  and  that  the  public  credit  may 
be  duly  supported,  to  look  beyond  the  ways  and 
means  of  the  present  year,  and  to  take  into  eoor 
bideration  the  revenue  which  may  be  wanted  for  tlie 
year  1814.  That  an  estimate  of  the  probable  amount 
of  the  revenue  which  will  accrue  under  existing  laws, 
and  be  receivable  within  that  year,  has  been  submit- 
ted to  Congress  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  tiie  Treasury  made  dnriqg  the  present  sessioiL 
That,  comparing  the  amonnt  tlMreof  with  the  soma 
wliioh  wlU  probably  be  required  by  a  prudent  regard 
to  the  pablio  credit,  it  appeaxs  to  the  committee  in- 
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digpensablj  neoMsaiy  to  mske  a  ftirther  pioTitioii ; 
tiiat  this  may  be  done  by  a  partial  nupension  of  the 
non-importatioii  acta,  which  will  not  greatly  leaaea 
their  iqjorioas  effects  upon  the  enemy,  by  an  addi- 
tional duty  on  foreign  tonnage,  and  by  the  imposi- 
tion of  internal  taxes  and  duties :  That^  in  their 
opinion,  all  these  means  will  be  necessary  to  supply 
the  revenue  which  will  be  wanted :  That  it  is  im« 
practicable,  during  the  present  sesnon,  consistently 
with  a  due  attention  to  the  other  business  of  the  na> 
tion,  to  enact  the  laws  necessary  to  embrace  the  last- 
mentioned  object ;  but  that  this  may  be  done  without 
difficulty  and  without  a  delay  which  will  be  injuriobs 
either  to  the  public  credit  or  the  public  service,  by 
an  earlier  meeting  of  Congress  than  the  oonstitutianal 
period,  which  it  will  bo  the  duty  of  Congress,  or  the 
Executive  branch  of  the  Government,  to  fix  at  such 
time  as  shaU  be  deemed  most  proper  and  expedient : 
That  it  b,  however,  necessary  that  the  suspension  of 
the  non-importation  nets  which  is  contemplated 
should  be  enacted  at  the  present  session  of  Congress : 
and  for  this  purpose  and  the  imposition  of  additional 
duties  on  foreign  tonnage,  they  beg  leave  to  report  a 
bill.  They  also  report  herewith  a  conrespondence 
between  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  and  this  com- 
mittee on  the  subject  of  this  report 

Xstter  fr^m  the  Chairmem  of  the  ComrniUee  of  Wa^ 
€md  Meam  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Troamry : 

ComaTTSB-RooM,  Feb.  8, 1818. 
Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  <he  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  to  request  from  you  the  favor  of  a  reply 
to  the  foUowiag  questions : 

1.  What,  in  your  opinion,  would  be  tiie  probable 
amount  of  revenue  applicable  to  the  service  of  the 
year  1814,  which  would  result  from  a  modification  or 
partial  repeal  of  the  non-importation  acts,  such  as  is 
suggested  in  your  letter,  of  the  10th  of  June,  1812, 
addressed  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  ? 

2.  Is  the  modification  suggested  by  that  letter  the 
best  in  your  opinion  that  can  be  devised  to  obtain  a 
given  revenue,  with  the  least  possible  diminution  of 
the  effects  of  the  non-importation  acts?  If  not,  be 
pleased  to  suggest  such  alterations  and  improvements 
as  occur  to  your  mind. 

8.  Are  there,  in  your  opimon,  any  further  legal 
provisions  necessary,  or  will  any  be  expedient,  more 
effectually  to  enforce  the  non-importotion  acts,  or  to 
insure  the  more  eflfectnal  collection  of  the  revenue  ? 

4.  Would  it,  in  your  opinion,  be  advisable  to  in- 
crease the  duty  on  foreign  tonnage  ?  If  it  would,  to 
what  amount?  and  what  woiUd  be  the  probable 
addition  to  the  revenue  applicable  to  the  year  1814 
by  such  increase  ?    I  am,  occ., 

LAN6D0N  CHEYES. 

Eon.  Albert  Gauatdt,  Ac 

An»wer  of  the  Secretary. 
Trbasury  DEFABiifxiiT,  Feb.  9, 1818. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  foUowing  an- 
swer to  the  questions  proposed  in  jour  letter  of  the 
8d  instant: 

1.  It  is  believed  from  the  reasons  stated  in  my  let- 
ter of  the  10th  June  last  to  the  Committee  of  Waya 
and  Means,  that  the  amount  of  revenue  applicable  to 
the  service  of  the  year  1814,  which  would  result  from 
a  modification  of  the  non-unportation.  acta  suggested 
in  the  said  letter,  may  be  estimated  at  about  five 
milUon  of  dollars,  provided  that  modification  takes 
place  during  the  present  aeaaion  of  CongretfL 


2.  No  better  modification,  for  the  poipoeas  tfaevem 
intended,  has  suggested  itself  than  that  proposed  in 
the  letter  aforesud.  But  it  would  seem  requisite,  for 
the  same  ol^t,  that  no  drawback  should  bis  allowed 
on  the  re-expoitation  of  the  merchandise  whidi  mmj 
be  thus  imported. 

8.  The  most  important  legal  provision  wluck  ap- 
pears necessary  to  entoroe  the  non-importation  aet^ 
is  a  positive  prohibition  of  a  restoration  bj  (ndar  of 
court  of  merchandise,  the  importation  of  wfaieh  ia 
prohibited  by  law.  It  is  also  believed  that  it  wjH  bo 
necesaazy  to  order  all  the  caigpes  of  salt,  partico- 
larly  from  Lisbon,  to  be  discharged  under  the  in 
tion  of  proper  officers ;  and  it  appears  roas 
that  the  expense  should  be  defrayed  by  the  Imp 

4.  It  appears,  in  every  point  of  view,  hi^lj  de- 
sirable, that  the  duty  on  foreign  tonnage  should  be 
increaaed.  A  duty  of  ten  dollars  per  ton  doea  not 
seem  greater  than  what  is  required  for  the  proteetiaai 
of  American  vessels.  But  I  cannot  form  aaj  cor- 
rect estimate  of  the  probable  addition  resulting 
the  revenue  from  such  increase.  Much  would  < 
on  the  suppression  of  the  trade  carried  on  bj  j 
can  vessels  with  enemies'  licenses. 

With  respect  to  the  necessiQr  of  providing  aa  ad- 
ditional revenue  for  the  year  1814^  I  beg  leave  to 
refer  to  the  statements  made  and  opinions  expreaaed, 
when  I  had  the  honor  several  weeks  ago  to  wait  osi 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  MeansL  And  I  beg 
leave  to  add  that  this  necessity  has  been  considerably 
increased  bj  the  subsequent  expenditures  anthorined 
hj  law ;  amongst  whidi  must  be  particularly  men- 
tioned the  act  for  the  increase  of  the  navy,  and  that  fiv 
raising  twenty  thousand  men  for  one  year.  Indeed, 
considering  the  general  rate  of  expenditure  iranltiqg 
from  the  war  measures  which  have  been  adopted,  I 
am  of  opinion  it  will  be  necessary  to  recur  both  to  a 
modification  or  repeal  of  the  non-importation  acta 
and  to  the  proposed  internal  taxes,  in  order  to  pr»> 
vide  a  revenue  oommensorate  with  those  expenwea 
When  an  additional  revenue  of  ^re  milliona  was  be- 
lieved sufficient,  that  opinion  was  predicated  on  tiie 
supposition  made  by  the  committee,  that  annual  loana 
of  only  ten  or  twelve  millions  of  doDais  would  be 
wanted.  With  a  revenue  of  twelve  milliona  of  dol- 
lars for  this  year,  it  is  ascertained  that  a  loan  of  m 
least  sixteen  millions  is  necessary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  fe, 

ALBERT  GALLATOf. 

Hon.  Lakodov  Chevbs,  CAatnmm,  ^ 

The  report  and  dooamento  were  read. 

Mr.  Chbyeb  then  introdofled  the  bill  above 
mentioned,  which  was  read  the  first  time^  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  by  a  Toto  of 
44  to  86. 

Tuesday,  Febmaiy  16, 
Mr.  MiLiros  presented  a  memorial  of  tlie 
Pennsylvania  Society  for  promoting  the  Abofi- 
tion  of  Slavery,  complaining  that  American 
vessels,  navigated  by  American  citizens^  are  en* 
gaged  in  the  AfKcan  slave  trade,  under  t^ 
flags  of  foreign  nations,  and  prayii]^  that  Cob- 
gress  will  take  this  subject  into  conadentkMft, 
and  pass  such  laws  as  will  remedy  the  evfl  of 
which  they  complain.— Referred  to  a  seleel 
committee ;  and  Mr.  Miuron,  Mr.  Robbsitok, 
Mr.  Gbosvxnob,  Mr.  Whxaton,  and  Mr.  £abl^ 
were  appointed  the  committee. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DBBATES  OF  C0N0RB8S. 


716 


FnavABT,  1818.] 


War  Thxet, 


[H.  ovB. 


yaturalitatian  Law$. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Laoooe:,  the  Honse  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  to  amend  the  nataralization  laws 
of  the  United  States;  which^  having  been 
amended  in  committee,  was  reported  to  the 
Honse. 

Mr.  Laoock  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  ex- 
tending the  naturalization  of  aliens  to  all  those 
*^who  have  heretofore  or  may  within  nine 
months  hereafter,  declare  their  intention  agree- 
ably to  law  to  become  citizens  of  the  United 
States,**  and  declaring  that  thej  may  be  admit- 
ted assnch. 

This  motion  was  negatived.-^For  the  amend- 
ment 45,  against  it  48. 

On  the  qnestion  of  cononrrence  with  the 
committee  in  striking  out  the  second  section  of 
the  bill,  which  deprives  of  his  right  to  the 
privileges  of  citizenship  any  citizen  who  shall 
depart  from  and  remam  without  the  limits  of 
the  United  States  for  a  term  of  two  years— the 
yeas  and  nays  were,  for  striking  ont  the  section 
71,  against  it  48. 

The  bill  having  been  thns  amended,  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 


WxDNEBDAT,  Fcbmary  17. 

The  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the 
several  acts  on  the  subject  of  a  uniform  rule 
of  naturalization,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Baoon  opposed  its  passage  on  the  ground 
of  the  impolicy  of  encouraging  the  emigration 
of  alien  enemies  during  the  existence  of  war; 
and  concluded  a  short  speech  against  the  bill  by 
moving  its  commitment  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Gbttndt  supported  the  motion  on  the 
ground  of  defects  in  the  detail  of  the  bill, 
which  he  wished  to  amend. 

The  motion  for  recommitment  was  carried 
by  a  large  migority,  and  the  bill  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  Monday. 

IF nf*  jboMi. 

Mr.  LnruB  introduced  the  following  resolu- 
tion, with  some  remarks  in  favor  of  the  policy 
of  the  non-importation  act,  to  which  he  avowed 
himself  to  be  very  friendly,  and  to  the  suspen- 
sion of  which  he  was  opposed : 

^*»B$olvedj  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be,  and  hereby  are,  iDttmoted  to  report  to  this^ 
Honae  a  bill  or  billa  laying  tazei  for  the  rapport  of 
the  War." 

The  question  of  considering  of  this  resdntion 
was  decided  in  the  afBrmative,  by  yeas  and 
nays — for  consideration  68,  against  it  88. 

The  resolution  being  thus  presented  to  the 
House  for  its  adoption— 

A  desultory  debate  of  two  hours  took  place 
on  it,  in  the  course  of  which  a  motion  was 
made  bv  Mr.  Gbundt  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table,  and  negatived — 60  to  45. 

The  following  was  the  course  of  the  debate, 


which  was  of  too  irregular  a  nature  to  be  re- 
ported entire : 

Mr.  Gbttndt  opposed  the  motion,  because  it 
had  already  been  declared  impracticable,  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  act  properly 
on  the  snl^ect  at  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Ltttlb  supported  it,  on  the  ground  of 
his  opposition  to  a  suspension  of  the  non-im- 
p<Mi;ation  act,  a  measure  which  he  reprobated 
asi^jurious  to  the  manufactures  of  our  country, 
and  weakening  our  measures  agunst  Great 
Britain,  of  which  he  considered  the  non-im- 
portation act  to  be  as  powerful  as  any. 

Mr.  Stow  advocated  the  motion,  because  he 
wished  the  House  to  redeem  the  pledge  given 
at  the  last  session,  that  taxes  would  be  laid  at 
this,  and  to  observe  something  like  consistency 
in  theirprooeedings. 

Mr.  Wbioht  was  also  warmly  in  favor  of  the 
measure,  and  rather  imputed  blame  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  for  not  having  be- 
fore acted  on  this  subject,  without  waiting  for 
instructions  from  tlie  House. 

Mr.  Bibb  replied  to  the  remarks  which  had 
been  made  in  favor  of  the  resolution.  At  the 
last  session  it  was  presumed  tliat  it  would  ba 
necessary  to  lay  taxes  at  this  session ;  but  the 
revenue  accruing  in  the  intermediate  time  had 
swelled  so  far  beyond  its  anticipated  amount  as 
to  render  it  unnecessary  to  levy  taxes  for  the 
service  of  the  ensuing  year. 

Mr.  Wbioht  again  spoke  in  flavor  of  themotion, 

Mr.  BiOHABMON  was  decidedly  in  &vor  of  a 
repeal  or  modification  of  the  non-importation 
act,  though  he  believed  both  that  measure  and 
the  imposition  of  taxes  would  be  necessary  to 
supply  the  revenue. 

Mr.  McEiM  was  in  favor  of  the  motion,  be- 
cause he  was  opposed  to  the  suspension  or 
weakening  of  the  non-importation  act. 

Mr.  Chbves  spoke  at  length  in  defence  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  in  demon- 
stration of  the  impracticability  of  acting  on  the 
subject  pn^rly  at  the  present  session.  Sitting 
day  and  night,  «nd  passiug  by  all  other  busi- 
ness, a  proper  system  of  taxation  could  not  be 
digested  and  put  into  the  form  of  law  before 
the  end  of  the  session.  Two  only  out  of  four- 
teen of  the  biUs  it  would  be  necessary  to  pass 
to  carry  the  system  proposed  at  the  last  session 
into  effect^  would  require  the  whole  of  the 
present  session  to  pertect  them.  The  passage 
of  a  system  of  taxation,  besides,  would  not  ob- 
viate the  necessity  of  the  passage  of  the  law 
suspending  partially  the  non-importation  act. 
It  would  require  both.  The  taxes,  he  agreed, 
must  be  laid,  but  could  not  at  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Wbioht  replied. 

Mr.  Stow  again  spoke.  He  would,  if  all  the 
tax  bills  could  not  be  passed,  at  least  pass  one, 
and  break  the  charm  which  seemed  to  with- 
hold the  House  from  touching  the  subject. 

Mr.  Abohxb  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole 
of  the  resolution,  for  the  purpose  of  inserting 
an  instruction  to  the  Committee  of  Waya  and 
Means  to  report  a  bill  or  bilis^  pursuant  to  tha 
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report  of  the  Oominittee  of  Ways  and  Means  on 
this  sabject,  which  passed  the  House  on  the  4th 
dayof  March,  1812. 

This  modification  of  the  motion  was  accepted 
by  Mr.  Little. 

Mr.  Chbyss  then  withdrew  his  objection  to 
the  motion,  as  it  contained  a  definite  instruc- 
tion, and  he  felt  a  delicacy  as  a  member  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in  opposing  it, 
though  he  was  convinced  it  would  be  imprac- 
ticable to  pass  the  bills  at  the  present  session, 

JSx.  Roberts  opposed  the  motion,  and  ex- 
pressed his  regret  liiat  the  discussion,  which 
was  fixed  for  to-morrow,  should  be  forestalled 
by  this  resolution. 

Mr.  Johnson  warmly  opposed  the  motion,  as 

ing  to  cast  censure  on  a  committee  which  had 
kbored  day  and  night  in  its  vocation,  and  re- 
quiring them  to  originate  measures  which  they 
had  already  declared  it  impracticable  to  act  on 
at  the  present  session,  ^Iec. 

Mjt.  Widobbt  also  spoke  against  the  motion, 
decidedly. 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
ti<m  as  modified  by  Mr.  Abcher,  was  dedded 
la  tiie  negative— yeas  47,  nays  69. 


go] 
lat 


TmjESDAT,  February  18. 
Uneouragement  to  Privateering, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Little,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Oonmiittee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 
bill  remitting  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to 
certain  goods,  wares,  &o.,  captured  by  the  pri- 
vate armed  vessels  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  MoKik,  under  the  belief  that  the  bill  as 
it  now  stands  does  not  place  privateers  on  a 
better  footing  than  before,  and  does  not  answer 
the  object  intended  by  the  resolution  which  pro- 
duced it,  proposed  the  following  substitute  by 
way  of  amendment : 

''That  all  right  and  claim  of  the  United  States  to 
British  property,  which  may  have  been  oaptnred  by 
American  privateeri|  arising  from  foifeitiirB  und^ 
any  provision  of  the  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  prohibit 
commercial  interconrse  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  and  France  and  their  dependencies^ 
and  for  other  putposeSi*  and  an  act  entitled  'An  act 
concerning  the  commercial  intercourse  between  Great 
Britain  and  France  and  tiieir  dependencies,  and  for 
other  purposes,'  and  an  act  sopplementaiy  to  the  last 
mentionea  act,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  relinqnish- 
ed  for  the  benefit  of  the  owners,  officers,  and  crews  of 
the  privateers  respectively  tiiat  may  have  captozed 
the  same." 

This  amendmentproduoed  some  discussion,  in 
which  Messrs.  MoEnc  and  Wkiqht  advocated 
the  motion,  and  Messrs.  Robbbts  and  Fibk  op- 
posed it ;  when  the  question  was  taken  and  lost, 
without  a  division. 

Mr.  Robkbts  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  so  as 
to  include  captures  made  of  goods  which  were 
shipped  anterior  to  as  well  as  since  the  declara- 
tion of  war  was  known  in  England.  This 
amendment  was  adopted,  46  to  82. 

The  committee  then  rose,  reported  the  biU  to 
the  House,  as  amended ;  the  amendments  were 


concurred  in,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrosB- 
ed  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow,  47  to  t9. 

FsmAT,  February  Id. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  6tym  New  Hamp- 
shire, Gbobc^b  SumvAK,  appeared,  and  took 
his  seat. 

JSncauragement  qfPrix>at6  Armed  Pritateeruif, 
The  engroBsed  bill  to  release  the  claims  of  tiie 
United  States  on  certain  goods,  wares,  and  ^M^ 
chandise,  captured  by  private  armed  vend^ 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  debated. 

The  bill  was  passed  by  the  vote,  by  yeas  nd 
nays— for  the  bill  52,  against  it  88 : 


Capture  of  the  Java. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  thi 
Pbesibeht  of  the  United  States: 
To  tke  Senate  aitd  Emm  of 

BepreaentaUvee  of  the   UnUed  St^et: 

I  lay  before  Congress  a  letter,  irilh  aocompasjisg 
docnments,  from  Captain  Bainbridge,  now  cnminiBi' 
ing  the  United  States  frigate  "the  Constitntioo,'' re- 
porting his  capture  and  destmction  of  the  Biitab 
frigate  **the  Java."  The  circmnstaooes  snd  tbe 
issue  of  this  combat  afford  another  example  of  Ifae 
professional  dull  and  heroic  spirit  whleh  prersil  is 
our  naval  service.  The  signal  display  of  bodi  Vf 
Ci^tain  Bainbridge,  his  officers,  and  crow,  eomiDnd 
the  highest  praise. 

This  being  a  second  instance  in  whidi  Chs  coofi- 
tion  of  the  oi^tared  ship,  by  rendering  it  ifflposihb 
to  get  her  into  port,  has  banedacontempktodievui 
of  SQOcessful  valor,  I  recommend  to  the  oooaiderstioB 
of  Congress  the  equity  and  proprie^  of  a  gsooal 
provision,  allowing,  in  such  case^  both  ]wt  sai 
mture,  a  fair  proportion  of  the  value  which  wooU 
accrue  to  the  captors  on  the  safe  arrival  aal  nleof 
the  prize. 

Feb.  22, 1818.  JAMES  MADISON. 

U.  S.  Frxoaik  Coaarnimos, 
St.  Saltadob,  Jdmury  8<  1811 
Sot:  I  have  the  honor  to  infonn  yon  that,  oo  At 
29th  nltuno,at  2  P.  M.,  in sooidi  latitode  199  t^.ui 
west  longitude  88°,  about  ten  leagoes  dirtaat  firaa 
the  coast  of  Brazil,  I  fell  in  with,  and  o^jtaied,  Bk 
Britannic  Majesty's  frigate  Java,  of  49  gans,  sad  sf- 
wards  of  four  hundred  men,  commanded  hjr  Csptea 
Lambert,  a  rery  distinguished  officer.  TIm  setios 
lasted  one  hour  and  fifty-five  minutes,  in  wliieh  tins 
the  enemy  was  completely  dismasted,  not  ksrisfs 
spar  of  any  kind  standing.  The  loss  on  bosrdMB 
Constitution  was  nine  killed  and  twtaty'&in^w- 
ed,  as  per  enclosed  list  The  enemy  had  ""^  ™* 
and  one  hundred  and  one  woonded,  certaialy ;  (*>b^ 
the  latter.  Captain  Lambert^  mortsUy  ;)faat  t^n* 
enclosed  letter,  written  on  board  this  dup,  hjr^  ? 
the  officers  of  the  Java,  and  accidentally  fim,  it  a 
evident  that  the  enemy's  wounded  most  hsve  Um 
much  greater  than  as  above  stated,  and  who  msa 
have  died  of  their  wounds  previously  to  their  bdag 
removed.  The  letter  states  sixty  killed  sad  m 
hundred  and  seventy  wconded. 
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For  further  details  of  the  ftotion,  I  beg  leave  to 
refer  yoa  to  the  enclosed  extracts  from  my  jonmaL 
The  Java  had,  in  addition  to  her  own  crew,  upwards 
of  one  hundred  snpemumeraiy  officers  and  seamen, 
to  jdn  the  British  ships  of  war  in  the  East  Indies; 
also,  Lientenant  General  Hislop,  appointed  to  the 
command  of  Bomhay,  M^r  Walker,  and  Captain 
Wood,  of  his  stafl;  and  Captain  Marshall,  master  and 
commancler  in  the  British  navj,  going  to  the  East 
Indies  to  take  command  of  a  sloop  of  war  there. 

Should  I  attempt  to  do  justice,  by  repfesentation, 
to  the  great  and  good  conduct  of  all  my  officers  and 
crew,  daring  the  action,  I  should  fail  in  the  attempt ; 
therefore,  suffice  it  to  say,  that  the  whole  of  their 
conduct  was  such  as  to  merit  my  highest  encomiums. 
I  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  officers  particularly  to 
the  notice  of  Qovemment,  and  alto  the  unfortunate 
seamen  who  were  wounded,  and  the  families  of  those 
brave  men  who  fell  in  the  action. 

The  great  distance  firom  our  own  coos^  and  the 
perfect  wreck  we  made  of  the  enemy's  frigate,  forbade 
every  idea  of  attempting  to  take  her  to  the  United 
States.  I  had,  therefore,  no  alternative  but  burning 
her,  which  I  did  on  the  81st  ultimo,  after  receiving 
all  the  prisoners  and  their  baggage,  which  was  very 
tedious  work,  only  having  one  boat  left  out  of  eight, 
and  not  one  boat  left  on  board  the  Java. 

On  blowing  up  the  firigato  Java,  I  proceeded  to 
this  place,  where  I  have  liuided  all  the  prisoners,  on 
tfaelr  parole,  to  return  to  England,  and  &ere  remain 
until  regularly  exchanged,  and  not  to  serve  in  their 
prqfutumal  co^paeitia,  in  any  place,  or  in  any  manner 
whatever,  against  the  United  States  of  America,  until 
aud  exchange  is  efifeeted.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 
WILLIAM  BAINBRIDGE. 

Hon.  Paul  Hamzltok,  Secretary  Naoy. 


TrssDAT,  February  28. 
The  Frigate  ConetitutioTU 

The  Honae  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill,  reported  by  the  Naval 
Committee  this  morning,  to  compensate  the 
officers  and  crew  of  the  United  States  frigate 
Constitation  for  the  destruction  of  the  British 
frigates  Guerriere  and  Java.  [This  bill  provides 

that dollars   shall   be  paid  out   of  the 

Treasury  to  Captain  Hull  and  the  officers  and 
creire  of  the  Constitution  frigate,  and  a  like 
Bum  to  Captain  Bainbridge  and  his  crew,  for 
their  two  gallant  achievements  ;  and  appropri- 
ates a  sum  of dollars  therefor.] 

Hr.  Bassbtt  moved  to  ffil  the  first  blank  with 
fifty  thousand  dollars. 

After  some  oonversalion  between  Messrs. 
Bassbtt,  Ely,  Stow,  and  MnjroB,  on  the  pro- 
priety of  m&king  a  general  instead  of  a  special 
provision  on  this  head,  as  recommended  by  Uie 
President,  the  question  on  filling  the  first 
blank  with  fifty  thousand  dollars  was  carried  in 
the  affirmative,  ayes  60. 

The  second  blank  was  then  filled  with  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars.^ 

The  committee  rose  ana  reported  the  bill; 
and  the  amendments  were  concurred  in. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  road  a  third  time. 


Wbdhbbdat,  February  24. 

The  Frigate  Constitution, 
The  bill  making  compensation  to  the  officers 
and  crew  of  the  frigate  Constitution  for  the  de- 
struction of  the  British  frigates  Guerriere  and 
Java,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed,  by  yeas 
and  nays.    For  the  bill  61,  against  the  bill  89. 

Order  in  OeuneU. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Fbssibbnt  ov  the  Unitxd  States: 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

BepresentoHvea  of  the  XTmted  States  : 

I  lay  before  Congress  copies  of  a  proclamation  of 
the  British  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  island  of 
Bermuda,  which  has  appeared  under  circumstances 
leaving  no  doubt  of  its  authenticity.  It  recites  a 
British  Order  in  Council  of  the  26th  of  October  last, 
providing  for  the  supply  of  the  British  West  ladies 
and  other  colonial  possessions,  by  a  trade  under 
special  licenses ;  and  is  aocompaniod  by  a  circular 
instruction  to  the  Colonial  Governors,  which  confines 
licensed  importations  from  ports  of  the  United  States,  ' 
to  the  ports  of  the  Eastern  States  exclusively. 

The  Government  of  Great  Britain  had  aheady 
introduced  into  commerce  during  war,  a  system, 
which,  at  once  violating  the  rights  of  other  nations, 
and  resting  on  a  mass  of  forgery  and  perjoxy  un- 
known to  other  times,  was  making  an  unfortunate 
progress  in  undermining  those  principles  of  morality 
and  religion  which  are  the  best  foundation  of  national 


policy  now  proclaimed  to  the  world,  introducee 
into  her  modes  of  warfare  a  system  equally  distin- 
goished  by  the  deformity  of  its  featores,  and  the  d^ 
pravity  of  its  character;  having  for  its  object  to 
dissolve  the  ties  of  allegiance  and  the  sentiments  of 
loyalty  in  the  adversary  nation,  and  to  seduce  and 
separate  its  component  parts,  the  one  from  the  other. 

The  general  tendency  of  these  demoralizing  and 
disorganizinff  contrivances  will  be  reprobated  by  the 
civilized  ana  Christian  world ;  and  tiie  insulting  at- 
tempt on  the  virtue,  the  honor,  the  patriotism,  and 
the  fideli^  of  our  brethren  of  the  Eastern  States, 
will  not  fiul  to  call  forth  all  their  in^nation  and  re- 
sentment, and  to  attach  more  and  more  all  the  States 
to  that  happy  Union  and  Constitntion,  against  which 
foch  insidious  and  malignant  artifices  are  directed. 

The  better  to  guard,  nevertheless,  against  the  effect 
of  indiridual  cupidity  and  treachery,  and  to  turn  the 
corrupt  projects  of  the  enemy  against  himself,  I  re- 
commend to  the  consideration  of  Congress  the  expe- 
diency of  an  effectual  prohibition  of  any  trade  what- 
ever, by  citizens  or  inhabitants  of  the  United  States, 
under  special  licenses^  whether  relating  to  persons  or 
ports ;  and,  in  aid  thereof,  a  prohibition  of  all  expor- 
tatious  from  the  United  States  in  foreign  bottoms- 
few  of  which  are  actuaUy  employed — whilst  multi- 
plying counterfeits  of  meir  flags  and  papers  are 
covenng  and  encouraging  the    narigation  of  the 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Fbbruabt  24,  1818. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  documents 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations. 

Fxtra  Session. 
The  House  went  into  Oommittee  of  the  Whole 
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on  the  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  the  next  meeting 
of  Congress — ^a  motion  being  nnder  considera- 
tion to  fix  on  the  fourth  Monday  in  October. 

Mr.  Grundy  spoke  in  reply  to  some  obserya* 
tions  of  Mr.  Johnson  (on  yesterday)  in  favor  of 
that  day.  Mr.  G.  was  decidedly  in  favor  of 
meeting  in  May ;  he  believed  it  necessary  to  the 
support  of  public  credit  that  the  House  shonld 
meet  in  May.  Had  not  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  first  taught  him  that  an  early  session 
was  necessary  with  that  view,  if  revenue  should 
not,  as  it  would  not,  be  provided  at  this  session, 
he  should  not  have  been  found  advocating  an 
extra  session.  l*he  House  had  been  tx)]d  by  Sieir 
financial  committee,  that  it  was  indispensably 
necessary  forthwith  to  provide  a  revenue ;  and 
that  a  paper  system,  without  a  foundation  of 
permanent  revenue,  would  involve  the  nation 
in  disgrace  or  irretrievable  ruin.  Mr.  G.  quoted 
▼arious  reports  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  show  that  they  had  made  such  state- 
ments. With  these  facts  staring  him  in,  the  ftice, 
how  could  he  do  otherwise  than  urge  an  early 
session  ?  If  it'  was  indispensably  necessary  a 
day  or  two  ago  to  provide  a  revenue,  what  had 
riace  occurred  obviating  that  necessity  ?  Noth- 
ing. War  had  been  declared,  and  it  was  the 
duty  of  those  who  declared  it  to  provide  the 
ways  and  means  of  carrying  it  on.  Mr.  G.  pro- 
tested against  the  idea  which  had  been  advanced 
of  giving  enormous  interest  for  loans,  and 
against  accumulating  a  large  debt,  almost  with- 
out the  knowledge  of  the  people  on  whom  it 
would  be  saddled,  and  expressea  his  determina- 
tion, as  far  as  lay  in  his  power,  to  go  on  and 
provide  the  ways  and  means. 


Satubdat,  February  37. 
Power  of  Retaliation. 

The  bill  giving  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  the  power  of  retaliation  in  certain  cases 
therein  mentioned,  was  read  a  third  time. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Quinot  to  ad- 
journ— lost,  56  to  16. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  by  the  following 
vote : 

Teas. — -Villis  Alston,  jr.,  William  AndersoD,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  David  Bard,  William  Bamett,  Bur- 
well  Bassett,  WilUam  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge, 
William  Butler,  John  C.  Calhonn,  Francis  Carr, 
Langdon  Cheves,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopton, 
Richard  Cntts,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel 
Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas 
GholBon,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix 
Gmndy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper, 
John  M.  Hjneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  William 
Kennedy,  William  R.  King,  Peter  Little,  William 
Lowndes,  Thomas  Moor,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  L. 
Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh 
Kelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel 
Pickens,  William  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  John 
Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Thomas  B. 
Robertson,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  G«OEge 
Smith,  John  Taliaferro,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert 
Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams,  and  Robert  Wright. 

NATB.~Ab\jah  Bigelow,  Elgah  Brigham,  Epi^h- 


roditus  Champion,  Mardn  Chittfoden,  James  Enott' 
Asa  Fitch,  Th<mias  P.  Grosvenor,  Ljman  Law,  Jo» 
Lewis,  jr.,  Jonathan  O.  Moeely,  EUsha  R.  Pcfttei; 
Joaiah  Qaincy,  William  Reed,  William 
Daniel  SheiFey,  Richard  Stanfoid,  and 
White,* 


Monday,  March  1. 

Forei^  Liee7i»et, 

An  engrossed  bill  to  prohibit  the  use  of  S- 

oenses  or  passes,  issued  under  the  aotbority  of 

any  foreign  Government,  was  read  the  third 

time. 

And  on  the  question,  "  Shall  this  bill  pa«t " 
it  passed  in  the  afSrmative— yeas  59,  nays  81 

RekUiata  with  France, 

Mr.  GoLDSBOBOUOH,  after  obaerving  on  tfat 
propriety  of  the  House  having  all  the  informa- 
tion on  foreign  affairs  which  was  accessible; 
and  remarking,  also,  that  they  were  much  ta 
the  dark  in  respect  to  our  relations  with 
France,  moved  the  following  resolution : 

Betoived,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stuftes 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  befora  this  House  tbe 
Fren<m  decree,  pnrporting  to  be  a  repeal  of  the 
Berlin  decrees,  refenod  to  in  his  Message  oT  the  4th 
of  November  last ;  together  with  such  inlbrmatin 
as  he  may  possess  concerning  the  time  and  maimer  of 
promulgating  the  same ;  and,  also^  any  eotvespood- 
enoe  or  information  touching  the  reUtions  flf  die 
United  States  with  France,  in  the  office  of  the  De- 
partment of  State,  not  heretoftre  oomnnmicatod, 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Presideot,  it  is  not 
incompatible  widi  the  public  interest  to  < 
cate. 


And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  same,  it 
passed  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  ]i)2,  nays  4. 

Mr.  GoLDBBOBOuoH  and  Mr.  Kkmkkdy  wen 
appointed  a  committee  to  present  the  said  reso- 
lution to  the  President 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  March  2. 
Ifon-B^Hfrtations  in  Foreign  BattemM, 
The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 


*  The  following  is  the  set  as  passed : 

Be  U  maeUd,  <fcc..  That  In  alL  and  erefr  esse,  yrheni^ 
daring  the  present  war  between  the  Untted  fitstas  of  Ab»> 
ieaand  the  United  Kingdom  of  Orest  Britain  aad  UtHmL 
any  yiolatlons  of  the  laws  and  usages  of  war  among  ttrfBatA 


nations,  shall  be  or  have  been  done  and  perpeCvvtedbj  th«» 
acting  under  authority  of  the  British  QoTemnieBt,  en  ae? 
of  the  oitisens  of  the  United  SUiea,  or  persoiie  In  tke  bad 
rvices  of  the  United  8Ute^  tlie  Preeideiit  of  the 
.tes  is  hereby  authorised  to  cause  taU  and  aaopl* 
to  be  made,  according  to  the  law*  attd  aeansif 
;  ciTlilzed  nations,  for  all  and  every  sack  rMstiie 


pers 

or  naval  services  of  the  United  8Ute^  the  Preeideiit  of  the 

United  BUtesl 

retaliation  i    ~ 

war  among  d 

as  aforesaid.  _   __ 

8xa  a.  Aftd  he  it  further  0i»aeUd,  That*  la  all  cssas 
where  any  outrage  or  act  ut  cruelty  or  bertaritT  8l«B  be  m 
has  been  practised  by  any  Indian  or  InAana.  to  aWlaww  wtth 
the  Brradi  OovemmenC.  or  in  coanectioB  with  tkQeeaflCiB| 
under  the  aut  hority  of  tne  said  Govomment,  on  dtiscas  « 
the  United  States  or  those  under  ite  prutection,  the  Pra^ 
dent  of  the  United  SUtcs  is  hereby  authorised  to  eaase  MI 
and  ample  retaliation  to^  done  and  execoted  eo  saeh 
British  subjects,  soldiers^amen,  or  marines,  or  ladSaa^ 
in  alliance  or  connection  with  Great  Britain,  befaig  iii  Imnwi 
of  war,  as  if  the  same  outrage  or  aet  of  emeltj  or  hastailf 
had  been  done  under  the  anthoil^  of  the  Britlak  Gevenr 
mont 

Approved,  March  8, 18UL 
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mittee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  prohibiting  the 
exportation  of  certain  articles  therein  specified, 
in  foreign  vessels. 

Mr.  Glat  spoke  at  considerable  length  in  fa- 
vor of  this  bill,  as  forming  a  complete  system, 
connected  with  one  which  passed  the  Honse  the 
other  day,  prohibitinff  the  nse  of  foreign  licenses 
on  board  vessels  of  the  United  States,  suited  to 
the  present  relations  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  the  proper  action  on  the  enemy. 

Mr.  KoBSBTsoN  spoke  as  follows :  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  do  not  often  trespass  on  the  patience  of 
the  House,  but  I  request  their  attention  whilst 
I  state  a  few  of  the  reasons  which  compel  me 
to  oppose  the  bill  now  under  consideration. 

I  am  the  more  disposed  to  do  this,  because 
my  opposition  arises  from  considerations  in  a 
great  measure  peculiar  to  myself  and  because  I 
difiTer  with  gentlemen  in  the  correctness  of 
whose  opinions  I  usually  concur.  Without^ 
then,  considering  the  principles  it  involves,  I 
r^ect  this  bill,  because  it  is  not  in  fact  what  it 
professes  to  be  ;  it  is  not  a  restrictive  measure ; 
its  provisions  may  operate  prejudicially  on  our- 
selves, but  cannot  anect  the  enemy.  In  one  of 
two  general  systems,  I  might  go  along  with 
gentiemeu.  Let  us  have  non-importation,  non- 
intercourse,  and  embargo— thus  the  restrictive 
system  may  have  its  fuU  bearing :  let  us  reAise 
to  purchase  manufactures  of  the  British ;  let  us 
refuse  to  furnish  them  with  provisions,  then  we 
may  be  consoled  for  the  privations  which  we 
ourselves  must  experience,  by  reflecting  on  the 
great  evils  which  we  inflict  on  the  enemy. 

I  can  but  smile  at  the  patriotism  of  honorable 
gentlemen,  who  affect  to  starve  the  English  by 
refusing  to  buy  their  manufactures,  whUst  they 
inundate  the  army,  the  navy,  the  colonies  of 
that  nation^  with  a  profusion  of  all  the  neces- 
saries and  luxuries  of  life — they  will  starve  a 
few  miserable  manufacturers,  whilst  they  in- 
dustriously feed  their  armed  men.  With  the 
most  glaring  and  barefaced  inconsistency,  they 
object  to  admitting  into  our  markets  any  the 
nunutest  article  of  British  manufacture,  that  the 
inhabitants  may  perish  for  the  want  of  means 
to  purchase  bread ;  whilst  bread  is  exported 
with  a  hope  that  it  should,  indeed  a  perfect  cer- 
tainty that  it  will  be  consumed  by  this  same 
people.  I  cannot  concur  in  these  half-way 
measures.  I  voted  for  a  repeal  of  the  non-im- 
portation act.  I  hoped  that  commerce,  suffi- 
ciently hazardous  and  fettered  by  the  present 
state  of  the  world,  would  cease  to  be  shackled 
by  ourselves.  I  hoped,  that  now  the  sword  was 
drawn,  we  should  carry  on  war  in  the  usual 
and  accustomed  manner — that  the  Government 
would  be  aided  by  the  receipt  of  revenue  aris- 
ing from  duties  and  imposts — that  the  people 
would  be  thus  partially  relieved  from  taxes — 
that  the  nation  would  be  strengthened  and  in- 
spired by  an  accession  .of  weidth,  now  more 
than  ever  necessary. 

But  whatever,  sir,  might  be  my  opinion  of 
this  bill,  viewed  as  a  restrictive  measure  ;  for 
other  considerations  it  meets  with  my  dedded 


disapprobation.  We  prohibit  neutrals  from 
clearing  out  from  our  ports  with  the  produc- 
tions of  our  oountr^whilst  our  own  vessels  are 
left  free  to  do  so.  We  deny  to  them  that  com- 
merce, which  as  a  neutral  we  formerly  enjoy- 
ed. Heretofore  we  complained  of  the  injustice 
of  belligerents,  and  now  that  we  are  engaged 
in  war,  and  that  too  for  neutral  rights  and/ree 
tradSy  we  are  about  to  practise  similar  abuses. 
Aware  that  some  apology  would  be  deemed 
necessary,  we  call  it  a  municipal  regulation ; 
it  may  be  so — and  perhaps  we  are  borne  out  by 
strict  law  ;  but  we  attempt  a  Justification  on 
the  ground  of  cutting  off  our  enemy  from  sup- 
plies, of  which  he  stands  in  need,  and  whicn, 
notwithstanding  his  perilous  situation,  he  dares 
to  hope  to  receive  through  a  train  of  insolent 
artifices,  derogatory  to  the  integrity  of  the 
Union,  and  disgraceful  to  those  with  whom 
they  shall  prevfuL 

Now,  sir,  if  the  measure  proposed  could  in 
anv  way  counteract  his  views — ^if  it  went  the 
full  length  of  preventing  him  from  procuring 
the  various  articles  which  his  necessities  re- 
quire, I  confess  it  would  be  inflicting  a  punish- 
ment, which  not  only  the  laws  of  war  would 
authorize,  but  which*  the  unprecedented  base- 
ness of  his  late  attempt  most  loudly  calls  for ; 
but  no  such  effect  win  be  produced.  For  what 
is  there  to  prevent  our  vessels  from  transport- 
ing the  products  of  the  United  States  to  Amelia, 
Pensacola,  St.  Bartholomews,  there  to  be  de- 
posited, and  thence  carried  in  neutral  or  British 
bottoms  to  Jamaica,  the  Bahamas,  or  whereso- 
ever else  they  may  be  wanted  ?  And  again,  i^ 
notwithstanding  the  hostile  attitude  in  which 
we  stand  in  relation  to  each  other  England  is 
compelled  to  encourage  a  trade  by  license,  will 
not  her  necessities  equally  induce  her  to  con- 
nive at  exportation  ?  Can  it  be  doubted,  that 
her  armea  vessels  would  not  be  instructed  to 
allow  our  provisions  to  pass  unmolested,  when, 
by  pursuing  a  contrary  condact,  she  would  be 
starving  her  own  colonies  ?  And  is  it  not  clear 
that  a  traffic,  which  the  war  prevents  from 
being  direct,  would  continue  to  be  carried  on, 
as  it  is  at  present,  through  intermediate  ports  ? 

Mr.  Chiurman,  the  present  scheme  seems  to 
me  to  be  merely  calculated  to  produce  vexation 
and  embarrassment  at  home ;  to  operate  with 
peculiar  hardship  on  neutral  rights,  without  in- 
flicting on  the  enemy  any  injury  commensurate 
with  these  evils.  Sir,  if  gentlemen  wish  to  reap 
the  full  effect  of  a  restrictive  system,  that  sys- 
tem must  be  rigid  and  complete.  Let  our  ports 
be  sealed ;  let  there  be  neither  egress  nor  in- 
gress; let  us  neither  buy  nor  sell,  and  let  us 
prepare  to  bear  the  positive  burdens  of  active 
war.  No  section  of  our  widely-extended  Union 
could  then  complain  of  peculiar  oppression. 
The  plan  would  present  itself  tons,  recommend- 
ed, at  least,  by  the  generality  of  its  operation ; ' 
by  the  impartiality  of  its  character.  But,  if 
this  cannot  be  done,  if  the  shipping  interests  of 
some  of  the  States,  and  the  manufacturing  es- 
tablishments of  others,  must  be  encouraged^  and 
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if  others  still  must  sell  their  wheat  and  flour, 
let  us  pursue  the  opposite  course  ;  let  us  sweep 
restrictive  measures  hy  the  hoard;  thus  should 
wo  enjoy  all  the  advantages  which  would  result 
to  the  Government  from  imposts,  all  the  ben- 
efits that  would  accrue  to  individuals  from  ex- 
ports. In  either  of  these  modes  of  proceeding 
I  might  concur ;  but  I  cannot  consent  to  the 

Slan  now  submitted,  nor  acquiesce  in  the  wis- 
om  or  policy  of  our  existing  regulations.  They 
are  not  promotive  of  the  general  welfare,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  are  rhinous  to  the  interests  of 
that  portion  of  the  Union  whose  interest  it  is 
peculiarly  my  duty  to  protect  Yet,  I  cannot 
help  observing  that,  however  under  their  op- 

gressive  operation  commerce  languishes,  and 
outhem  agriculture  is  completely  annihilated, 
they  are  tolerated  by  the  Eastern  States,  be- 
cause they  promote  their  domestic  manufac- 
tures, and  impoverish  and  embarrass  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  and  they  are  advocated  and  supported 
by  the  Middle  States,  because  tiiey  consider,  or 
affect  to  consider  them,  as  very  patriotic ;  be- 
cause they  inflict  privations,  which,  by-the-by, 
thev  do  not  feel ;  and,  finally,  because,  never- 
theless, they  are  enabled  to  sell  ofl^  at  excellent 
prices,  the  productions  oT  their  farms.  Thus, 
sir,  a  feast  is  spread  before  us  ;  but  it  is  servea 
up,  however  splendidly  and  abundantly,  in 
shallow  dishes ;  and,  while  the  foxes  of  the 
Eastern  and  Middle  States  lap  up  the  soup  with 

Seat  dexterity,  the  storks  of  the  Mississippi, 
obile,  and  Altamaha,  look  on,  perhaps  with 
admiration,  but  certainly  with  no  satisfaction 
whatever.  While,  sir,  the  spleen  of  hostility 
towards  the  Government  is  gratified,  while  the 
manufacturing  establishments  of  the  East  are 
promoted,  while  the  middle  section  of  the  Union 
disposes  of.  at  high  prices,  the  abundant  harvest 
of  their  fields,  what  becomes  of  the  commerce 
of  our  country  ?  What  fate  befalls  the  agricTd- 
ture  of  the  South  ?  Our  cotton  rots  on  the 
Btalk.  From  this  proscription  of  foreign  manu- 
factures, the  grower  of  the  raw  material  is  ir- 
retrievably ruined.  Possibly  he  may  sell  an 
inconsiderable  portion  of  his  crop,  for  con- 
temptible prices,  to  domestic  mannfacturers, 
while  he  is  compelled  to  buy,  at  enormous  rates, 
the  articles  which  his  wants  require.  If  he 
wishes  to  sell,  he  finds  no  competition  among 
purchasers.  Does  he  find  it  necessary  to  pur- 
chase, he  suffers  equally  from  the  want  of  com- 
petition among  those  who  selL 

A  debate  of  considerable  length  took  place,  in 
which  Mr.  Galhoxtn  supported  the  biU,  though 
opposed  to  the  amendment  made  on  motion  of 
Mr.  QniKOY  in  Oommittee  of  the  Whole. 
Mr.  GnosvENOR  spoke  as  follows  : 
Mr.  Speaker  :  When  I  had  the  honor  to  ad- 
dress you,  on  a  measure  which  has  finally  pass- 
ed  this  House,  I  stated,  at  some  length,  my  rea- 
sons for  believing  that  the  Government  had  no 
serious  intention  to  pass  the  bill  now  before 
yon.  But,  sir,  from  a  furiousz  eal,  this  day  man- 
ifested in  a  certain  quarter,  to  drive  the  meas- 
ure through  this  House,  I  fear  I  was  mistaken. 


I  therefore  deem  it  an  indispensable  duty,  inthe 
name  of  the  commercial  and  agricultoral  districts 
which  I  represent,  to  enter  my  solemn  protest 
against  this  new  project  of  the  Govemment 

I  shall  not  enter  into  any  argument,  to  ^ov 
the  impolicy,  the  ii^ustioe,  and  the  danger  of 
such  a  measure,  considered  as  a  measure  oIood- 
exportation.  The  task  has  been  most  ably  iDd 
successfully  performed  by  an  honorable  geatle- 
man  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Lowitdbs;)  he 
has  shown,  that  connected  with  the  mtfitime 
power  of  the  enemy,  and  with  other  biUs  al- 
ready passed  this  House,  this  measure  basill 
the  blasting  qualities,  without  even  the  few 
equivocal  benefits  of  a  broad  restrictive  system; 
and  he  has  demonstrated  the  irreparable  mis- 
chief which  must  result  frt)m  such  weak  and 
mongrel  me§sure8.  His  reasoning  has  not  been 
met — ^it  cannot  be  refiited — ^I  will  not  veakeo 
its  eSS^t  on  the  House,  by  attempting  to  en- 
force it 

My  principal  object  in  rising,  was  to  eianune 
the  grounds  upon  which  the  honorable  geDt]^ 
man  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhouv,)  who 
last  addressed  you,  has  rested  his  Justilication 
of  the  measure.  He  has  assured  us,  that  it  is 
not  at  all  intended  as  a  part  of  any  new  sys- 
tem ;  that  its  ohject  is  in  no  respect  a  prohibi- 
tion of  free  and  fidr  exportation.  Sir,  whs^ 
ever  gentlemen  may  intend,  it  is  too  palpable 
for  denial,  that  this  measure  is,  in  truth,  a  re- 
strictive and  an  anti-commercial  measure,  and 
in  ooigunction  with  the  license  bill  already  pass- 
ed, must  operate  (as  far  as  such  weak  and  hd- 
natural  measures  can  operate)  as  a  broad  and 
iron  system  of  non-exportation. 

Bu^  sir,  what  are  the  intention  aud  the  ob- 
jects of  the  bill  according  to  the  view  of  that 
honorable  gentleman :  ^*  To  avenge  iosolt'^— 
"  to  retaliate  on  the  enemy  his  attempts  to  de 
stroy  us" — "  to  carry  to  his  own  lips  lus  own 
poisoned  chalice.^*  And  where  are  these  in- 
sults, these  injuries,  these  vital  attempts  of  the 
enemy  to  be  found  f  Henry's  celebrated  mb- 
sion,  after  rioting  for  a  time  on  the  spoils  of  the 
Treasury,  has  found  the  tomb  of  the  Capoleti. 
And  although  its  ghost  seems  to  haunt  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  yet  sore  I 
am,  that  a  thing  of  air  would  not  have  im^ired 
him  with  aU  those  bitter  feelings  which  he  has 
poured  forth  upon  the  enemy. 

No,  sir,  it  is  the  last  Message  of  the  Preaideiit 
which  contains  aU  this  dr^dfiil  matter.  In 
that  Message  came  before  us  an  Order  in  Ooob- 
cil  by  the  Prince  Regent  and  a  letter  fitm  a 
British  Secretary,  to  a  West  India  Goreni*. 
Sir,  by  that  order,  certain  West  India  pwts 
are  opened  to  the  importation  of  articleawhkh 
they  wish  to  purchase,  and  to  the  exportate 
of  produce  which  they  wish  to  seOL  This  is  bo 
new  practice ;  in  every  European  war,  the  bel- 
ligerent mother  country  has  never  Med  to 
open  some  of  her  colonies  to  nentralcommeroe. 
By  this  order  nothing  man  is  done,  and  so  fij 
from  any  insult  or  injury  to  us  in  the  body  « 
the  order,  omr  nation  is  not  even  named. 
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The  honorable  genUemaa  from  South  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  Lowndes)  has  pertinently  asked,  to 
what  extent  you  would  carry  your  new  prin- 
ciples of  honor  and  retaliation.  The  enemy 
•pares  the  commerce  of  the  East,  and  destroys 
that  of  the  Sonth ;  you  mnst  equalize  them  by 
destroying  the  former.  You  cannot  stop  here. 
If  the  enemy  hloehades  the  South,  you  mnst 
embargo  New  England.  If  he  bums  Charleston 
and  Norfolk,  you  must  burn  New  York  and 
Boston.  In  fine,  any  thing  spared  in  one  sec- 
tion of  the  Union  by  the  enemy,  which  he 
h|»  the  power  to  destroy,  and  not  spared  in 
another,  must  be  destroyed  by  our  Govern- 
ment, by  way  of  equalizing  the  burdens  of  the 
war. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Cal- 
nouK,)  to  whom  I  have  so  often  alluded,  was 
disposed  highly  to  compliment  the  people  of 
the  Northern  States.  He  declared  his  full  con- 
fidence in  their  fidelity,  patriotism,  and  honor, 
and  he  believes  that  they  will  not  only  spurn  with 
contempt  the  attempt  to  seduce  them,  but  will 
bail  the  present  measure  as  Just,  honorable,  and 
wise.  Sir,  the  patriotism  of  that  people  is  un 
doubtedly  as  warm  and  as  dbinterested  as  that 
•f  any  people  on  this  globe ;  and  if,  indeed,  this 
were  an  attack  on  their  honor,  they  would  need 
no  such  law  as  this  to  teach  them  their  duty, 
or  to  compel  them  to  perform  it.  But,  sir,  I 
do  not  believe  that  their  patriotism  will  feel 
insulted.  They  will  hardly  be  satisfied  by  fiat- 
tery  and  compliment  for  this  attack  upon  their 
commerce,  I  would  not  be  surprised  if  they 
should  answer  the  honorable  gentleman  some- 
%vhat  in  this  manner :  '*  Uands  of^  Mr.  Cal- 
houn, if  it  please  you  ;  we  do  not  dislike  your 
compliments ;  indeed,  we  are  pleased  with  the 
notes  of  this  new  tune  from  the  South.  We 
will  do  any  thing  in  reason  to  oblige  you  ;  but 
really,  sir,  to  be  complimented  out  of  our  com- 
merce ;  to  be  flattered  into  poverty ;  to  be 
cowed  into  service,  is  a  little  more  than  the  rules 
of  civility  demand.^* 

It  has  been  avowed  on  this  floor,  [by  Mr. 
Speaker  Clat,1  that  this  bill  is  only  one  part  of 
a  contemplated  system  of  rigid  non-exportation. 
Have  genUemen  reflected  on  the  disastrous  con- 
sequences of  such  a  system  at  the  present  time  ? 
The  district  which  I  have  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent, is  a  portion  of  an  extensive  tract  of  mer- 
cantile and  agricultural  country,  extending  up 
the  Hudson  Biver  far  into  the  interior  of  New 
York.  The  merchants  and  fsu'mers  of  that 
country  did  believe,  that  when  you  appealed  to 
firms,  your  restrictive  system  was  at  rest  for- 
ever. They  had  a  right  so  to  believe,  from  the 
declarations  of  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  and 
from  the  unequivocal  conduct  of  Government. 
Under  this  belief^  during  the  present  winter 
the  merchants  have  constantly  purchased  pro- 
duce at  high  and  advanced  prices.  In  the  nu- 
merous viUages  scattered  on  either  side  of  the 
Hudson  River,  and  over  immense  tracts  far  to 
the  west  of  it,  the  stores  are  groaning  with  the 
Vol.  IV.— 46 


productions  of  tl)eir  soiL  Sir,  when  the  Spring 
opens,  they  will  find  all  their  prospects  blaste<^ 
and  bankruptcy  staring  in  their  faces.  Through 
the  whole  frozen  interior  of  the  North  and 
East,  the  condition  of  the  merchants  and  farm- 
ers is  similar,  and  similar  disastrous  conse- 
quences will  be  realized. 

TVe  are  involved  in  war  with  a  nation  pow* 
erful  in  her  resources,  clothed  in  complete 
armor,  and  to  whom,  from  long  habit,  a  state  of 
warfare  has  become  almost  a  national  condition. 
We  need  all  our  resources  and  all  our  energies 
to  save  this  war  from  a  disgraceful  conclusion. 
What  then  but  madness  can  dictate  a  policy 
tending  to  dry  up  our  resources  and  paralyze  our 
energies.  Wounded  by  the  spear  of  war,  what 
but  downright  political  quackery  could  prescribe 
those  ^'  restrictive"  nostrums,  to  restore  the  na^ 
tion  to  health  and  vigor  ?  Are  the  old  chimer- 
ical notions  of  starving  the  enemy,  yet  fioating 
in  the  brains  of  gentlemen  ?  In  despite  of  expe- 
rience, do  they  yet  believe  that  our  blessed  coun* 
try  alims  can  produce  food  for  the  world?  Are 
the  countries  of  the  Baltic  and  Caspian  Seas  no 
longer  cultivated?  Has  the  Nile  ceased  to 
fructify  the  fields  of  Egypt  ?  Have  Sicily  and 
the  Barbary  coasts  returned  to  a  barren  state 
of  nature  ?  Has  France  herself  agreed  to  bury 
her  surplus  breadstuffs  in  the  eartli  ?  Or  has 
England  lost  that  ascendency  on  the  ocean,  and 
forgot  all  those  commercial  arts,  by  which  she 
was  wont  to  procure  supplies  from  all  those 
countries  ?  Seven  years  of  restrictions  have  in 
vain  been  tried.  Your  enemy  has  laughed  you 
to  scorn,  and  your  own  people  have  cursed  the 
policy  that  crushed  their  prosperity.  There  is 
no  doubt  that,  as  at  the  time  you  laid  the  em- 
bargo, the  closing  of  your  ports  now,  might 
produce  a  temporary  inconvenience  to  the 
enemy ;  but  the  measure  would  finally  and  per- 
manently recoil  on  our  merchants,  and  even 
farmers.  These  men  have,  therefore,  a  deep 
and  vital  interest  in  this  question.  Twice  al- 
ready they  have  been  sacrificed  to  test  the  effi- 
cacy of  our  "  restrictive  energies." 

Bo  you  intend  again  to  stretch  them  on  the 
rack,  again  to  cover  the  country  with  sackcloth 
and  ashes?  Is  another  brood  of  "restrictive" 
harpies,  more  unseemly  and  more  hungry  than 
their  predecessors,  to  be  let  loose  among  them  ? 
And  is  this  bill  a  pioneer  to  the  new  swarms  of 
**  continental"  locusts? 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  shudder  when  I  behold  that 
anti-commercial  demon,  which  for  seven  years 
has  been  glutted  with  the  mangled  limbs  of 
commerce,  still  hovering  about  this  bill.  The 
deluded  people  did  believe  that,  when  "  vou 
let  slip  the  dbgs  of  war,"  the  monster  had 
fallen,  never  again  to  trample  down  their 
rights,  or  devour  the  remnant  of  their  prosper- 
ity. They  were  mistaken.  He  has  risen  in- 
vigorated from  the  blow;  like  the  horse  leech, 
he  continues  to  cry,  "  give,  give  I  "  He  nevei 
will  be  satisfied  while  the  farmers  of  the  North 
and  the  East  are  prosperous  and  powerful,  oi 
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while  the  ships  of  an  independent  merchant 
float  safely  and  snccessf  ally  on  the  ocean.  Sir, 
I  do  trust  in  Heaven,  that  the  people  of  this 
Union  will  not  sleep  forever — ^I  do  trust,  that 
the  tune  is  not  far  distant  when  the  mlers  of 
this  nation  shall  he  compelled  again  to  travel 
in  the  paths  of  peace,  commerce,  and  honor.  I 
do  trust  that  this  new  system,  fraught  as  it  is 
with  new  destruction,  will  meet  an  effectual 
overthrow.  On  this  floor,  I  have  no  hope  of 
such  an  event.  The  current  of  influence  is 
here  too  strong  to  be  resisted.  But  if  the  God 
of  nations  *  '^  doth  seek  our  rulers,  and  hath 
given  our  Senators  wisdom,"  it  must  find  its 
grave  in  the  other  branches  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  QniNOT  opposed  the  bill,  and  after  some 
remarks  from  Mr.  Blaoeledge  in  teply  to  him, 
the  question  on  concurring  with  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  in  their  amendment  was  taken, 
to  wit :  to  strike  out  from  the  fifth  line  of  Uie 
first  section,  the  words,  ^*  and  every,'*  and  to 
insert  **  wheat  fiour,  rice,  cotton,  tobacco,  in- 
digo, tar,  pitch,  or  turpentine,  or  any  other 
article,  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of 
the  United  States  :'*  And  passed  in  the  affirm- 
ative— ^yeas  69,  nays  29.    . 

C<mstitution  and  Jaoa, 

The  House  took  up  for  consideration  the  res- 
olution from  the  Senate  requesting  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  present  to  Captain 
William  Bainbridge  a  gold  medal,  with  suit- 
able inscriptions,  and  to  the  officers  of  the 
frigate  Constitution  silver  medals,  in  testimony 
of  the  high  sense  entertained  by  Congress  of 
their  gallantry  and  skill  in  achieving  the  cap- 
ture and  destruction  of  the  British  frigate  Java ; 
which  was  read  three  times,  and  passed. 

Bounty  to  PritaUera. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Uie  biU  allowing  a  bounty  to  priva- 
teers ;  but  the  committee  being  unable  to  pro- 
gress for  want  of  a  quorum,  it  rose  and  report- 
ed the  fact  to  the  House ;  and  the  bill  and 
report  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  the 
House  adjourned. 


Wbdnbsdat,  March  8. 
Napy  Yar<U. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Reed, 

Besolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  report  to  this 
House,  at  the  next  session  of  Congress,  a  state- 
ment of  the  number  of  Navy  -Yards  belong- 
ing to,  and  occupied  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States  ;  tbe  accommodations  provided  in  each, 
with  the  number  of  officers  and  men  attached 
to  each,  with  their  rank  and  pay ;  also,  the 
quantity  and  species  of  timber  provided  in 
each.  Also,  a  statement  of  the  expenditures 
made  in  each  yard  daring  the  years  1811  and 
1812;  the  number  of  vessels  required  during 


that  time,  with  the  species,  quantity,  and  cck»t 
of  repairs  on  each  vessel,  and  the  manner  in 
which  such  repairs  have  been  made,  wbetb^ 
by  contract  or  otherwise,  and  the  tennsw  Also, 
the  amount  of  timber  provided  under  the  lav 
making  an  annual  appropriation  of  twohnn- 
dred  thousand  dollars,  with  a  statement  of  the 
contracts  made  under  smd  act,  and  the  terms 
thereof:  Also,  the  number  of  officers  in  the 
naval  service  of  the  United  States,  their  rank, 
pay,  and  employ. 

Encouragement  to  Prhoateen. 

The  bill  allowing  a  bounty  to  privateers  was 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whc^e,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  under  the  impres- 
sion that  it  could  not  be  acted  on  at  the  pres- 
ent session. 

Evening  Sittino,  5  o^doek, 
ThanJcg  to  the  Speaker. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sawyes, 

Reeohed  unanimouely^  That  the  thanks  d 
this  House  be  presented  to  Hexrt  Cult,  in  tes- 
mony  of  their  approbation  of  his  condact  in  the 
discharge  of  the  arduous  duties  assigned  Yam 
while  in  the  Chair. 

Whereupon,  the  Hon.  Spbakbb  rose  and 
made  the  following  observations : 

* "  I  thank  yon,  gentlemen,  for  the  testnnonj  yoa 
have  just  so  kindly  delivered  in  approbadon  of  mj 
condact  in  the  Chair.  Amidst  the  momentoos  soV 
jects  of  deliberation  which  nndoabtodly  dlstinginA 
the  12th  Congress  as  the  most  memorable  in  the  ui- 
nals  of  America,  it  has  been  a  source  of  animalii^ 
consolation  to  me,  that  I  have  never  fuled  to  ex- 
perienoe  the  libersil  support  of  gentlemen  in  all  qna^• 
ters  of  the  Honse.  If  in  the  moment  of  ardent  de- 
bate, when  ell  have  been  straggling  to  maimtain  the 
best  interests  of  oar  beloved  country  as  they  hare 
appeared  to  us  respectively,  causes  of  irritatioo  hare 
occurred,  let  us  consign  them  to  oblivion,  and  kt 
us  in  the  painful  separation  which  is  about  to  en- 
sue, perhaps  forever,  cherish  and  cultivate  a  zceol- 
lection  only  of  the  many  agreeable  hours  we  have 
spent  together.  Allow  me,  gentlemen,  to  express 
the.  fervent  wish  that  one  and  all  of  yon  may  eogof 
all  possible  individual  happiness,  and  that  in  da 
return  to  year  several  homes  you  may  have  pleas> 
ant  journeys." 

.  CloHng  Buevnem, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  a  committee  was 
appointed,  jointly  with  a  committee  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Senate,  to  wait  upon  the  Pru- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him  that 
the  two  Houses  are  now  ready  to  adjourn,  and 
desire  to  know  whether  he  has  any  further 
communication  to  make  to  them  during  the 
present  session. 

Messrs.  Dawson  and  Gbosvcnos  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee  on  the  part  of  tba 
House. 

The  Senate  agree  to  the  resolution  for  the 
appointment  of  a  Joint  committee  to  wait  cm 
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the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  no- 
tify him  of  the  proposed  recess  of  Congress, 
and  have  appointed  a  committee  on  their 
part. 

For  some  time  a  qnornm  was  not  present. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  were  waiting.  A 
call  of  the  Honse  was  had,  and  it  appeared 


sizty-fonr    members    onlj   were   pres- 


that 
ent. 

After  receiving  from  the  President  all  the 
bills  which  had  passed,  and  being  informed 
bj  the  committee  that  he  had  no  farther  com- 
mnnications  to  make,  the  House  adjourned 
sine  die. 
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IHDCure  themselyes  to  be  arrested  under  fictitious  debtSy 
662;  when  let  out  on  bail  and  the  commander  attempts 
to  take  him  he  is  rescued  on  a  hdbeaa  eorpue,  and 
courts  decide  the  man  to  be  the  property  of  his  ball, 
682;*  motion  to  strike  out  lost,  682;  third  section  en- 
eonragea  the  uneasy  boy  to  throw  oflT  parental  authori- 
ty or  to  defhmd  a  master,  its  tendency  is  to  yiolato  pub- 
lic morals  and  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  and  to  in- 
terflBre  with  public  economy,  662 ;  it  is  unknown  as  well 
as  Inunoral,  682;  other  objections,  668;  minors  aboye 
eighteen  allowed  to  enlist,  668;  yon  go  into  the  work- 
shop and  the  parents  dwelling  and  entice  away  the  ap- 
prentice and  the  child,  668 ;  this  yery  populi^on  con- 
stitutes the  strength  and  yigor  of  war,  688;  what  was 
the  fact  in  France,  668 ;  her  army  is  made  up  of  young 
men,  688;  the  case  of  husbands  deserting  wiyes  and 
children  aged  parents,  is  as  much  entttied  to  sympathy, 
688;  better  resort  to  liberal  bounties  and  wages  than 
yiolate  Important  principles,  664;  the  extenstyeness  of 
the  relation  of  master  and  apprentice,  584;  can  these 
relations  dissolye  under  the  charm  of  this  bUl,  684 ;  ne- 
cessity is  alleged,  684;  beware  how  yon  yield  to  this 
fhncled  necessity,  684 ;  this  section  will  be  productfye 
of  much  eyU  and  p6rhaps  littie  good,  664;  reason  to 
doubt  its  constitutionality,  584;  amendments  qegatiyed 
and  blU  ordered  to  third  raading,  684 ;  the  atrocity  of 
the  principle  and  the  magnitude  of  the  eyil  contained 
in  this  bill,  666;  third  section  is  calculated  to  seduce 
min<»8  ttom  their  masters,  guardians,  and  parents,  685 , 
the  absurdity  of  this  proyision— its  inequality— its  Im- 
morality considered,  686, 686 ;  sixteen  was  the  age  called 
upon  in  the  reyolution,  687 ;  which  excites  the  most  re- 
gret, a  child  leaying  his  parents  to  defend  his  country, 
or  a  parent  torn  flrom  his  fhmily  to  defend  a  foreign 
power,  668;  the  charges  against  this  bill  sie  a  libel  on 
the  House,  688;  atrocious  principle!  let  genUemen 
damn  the  memory  of  the  patriots  of  the  reyolution  who 
originated  this  principle,  588;  if  there  is  an  increase  of 
population,  thore  appears  to  be  a  deterioration  of  pa- 
triotism since  the  reyolution,  688 ;  what  was  the  law  in 
1796, 688 ;  the  power  to  enlist  minors  is  a  new  principle^ 
688 ;  third  section  examined,  688 ;  reason  for  the  prefer- 
enee  of  young  men,  688;  House  now  prepared  to  tak# 
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ip  a  small  sabject  and  make  a  great  thing  of  it,  689;  a 
man  onght  not  to  be  called  on  to  defend  his  coantry  un- 
til he  has  acqoired  political  righta,  689 ;  moved  to  re- 
commit the  bill,  590;  it  la  of  the  nature  of  an  ess  post 
/(Uto  law,  and  tenda  to  exalt  the  militarj  over  the  dvil 
authority,  691 ;  the  third  section  freighted  with  most 
fktal  consequences,  691;  cases  supposed,  691;  re-oom- 
mltment  lost,  692 ;  bill  passed,  698. 

MUUary  Force  addUionoL-^In  the  Senate,  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  President  to  accept  and  organize  certain 
military  corps,  &c,  considered,  406 ;  be  productive  of  no 
efficacy,  405 ;  be  inoperative,  405  ;  system  of  volun- 
teers the  favorite  one  of  the  Government,  405;  the 
number  should  be  reduced,  405 ;  only  a  formidable  dis- 
play of  armies  on  paper,  406i 

In  <A«  ijRnMs,  bill  taken  up,  647 ;  is  it  such  as  to  re- 
quire secrecy?  643;  voted  affirmatively,  648;  bill  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  passed,  648. 

In  1^6  HouMf  bills  for  the  more  perfect  oif^anixation 
of  the  army,  and  to  raise  an  additional  military  force 
considered  in  committee,  611;  moved  to  fill  the  blanks 
relative  to  bounty,  911 ;  the  mllltaiy  committee  present 
a  system  on  which  to  rest  the  fixture  operation  of  the 
war,  611 ;  explanation  of  its  merits,  611 ;  object  with  all 
to  ten^inate  the  war  snccessftilly,  611 ;  no  other  mode 
than  to  call  into  the  field  a  force  adequate  to  command 
every  honorable  olfject,  611 ;  the  good  the  war  has  ac- 
complished relative  to  our  character  abroad,  611 ;  the 
honor  of  the  nation  requires  that  Britiab  power  on  our 
borders  should  be  demolished  in  the  next  campaign, 
611 ;  alter  seeing  the  necessity  of  augmenting  the  regu- 
lar forces,  it  was  equally  material  to  provide  for  flUing 
the  ranks,  and  keeping  them  at  their  ftdl  complement, 
612;  it  is  proposed  to  appoint  recruiting  officers  for 
each  regiment,  618 ;  it  may  be  said  the  results  of  the 
last  campaign  are  so  unikvorable  that  there  is  no  object 
to  vote  ftirther  sums,  613;  all  our  disasters  spnng  from 
a  cause  no  man  in  the  nation  could  anticipate,  612; 
treaoheiy  or  cowardice  caused  the  surrender  at  Detroit, 
618 ;  question  on  filling  the  blanks  carried,  618 ;  moved 
to  repeal  the  offer  of  bounty  land  to  the  reoruits,  618; 
this  is  a  waste  of  the  nation's  capital  without  a  single 
provident  reault,  618;  it  is  proposed  to  Increase  the 
bounty  in  money,  618 ;  motion  agreed  to,  618;  blanks  in 
the  otiier  bill  authorizing  an  addlfional  militaiy  ibrce 
severally  filled,  618 ;  reason  for  giving  the  aj^otntment 
of  offioers  below  the  rank  of  colnnel  to  the  Praddent 
alone,  618;  bills  reported  to  the  House,  618;  first  bill 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  618;  question  on  the  engross- 
ment of  the  bill  to  raise  an  additional  military  force, 
614  ;  gr«»t  anticipations  from  the  action  of  twenty 
thousand  men  in  a  single  year,  614;  when  war  was  de- 
clared It  was  said  Canada  would  be  conquered  in  a  sin- 
gle year,  614;  experience  has  proved  the  iUlacy  of  these 
predictions,  616 ;  no  pleasure  to  dwell  upon  the  disas- 
ters and  disgrace  that  have  attended  our  military  opera- 
tions, 616 ;  the  annals  of  the  last  six  months  are  moat 
deplorable,  615;  the  tone  and  heart  of  the  country  bro- 
ken, universal  disgust  at  the  past,  anxiety  and  concern 
for  the  fiiture,  615 ;  what  is  now  proposed  Ibr  the  fu- 
ture, 615;  an  army  of  twelve  months'  men— «  broken 
reed,  616;  an  army  and  term  of  service  which  woll 
nigh  lost  the  country  in  the  revolutionaiy  war,  615; 
wherefore  change  the  term  of  enlistment  from  five 
years  or  during  the  war  to  one  year,  615;  feelings  of  the 
Canadians,  616 ;  let  us  see  things  as  they  are,  and  look 
danger  in  the  face,  616;  points  in  our  relative  conduct 
towards  France  and  Great  Britain  which  will  not  bear 
examination,  616 ;  moved  to  strike  out  one  and  insert 
five  yean  t»  the  tenn  of  enUstment,  616;  we  must  rise 


after  reverses,  616 ;  if  we  were  to  unite  the  questloa 
would  soon  be  setUed,  617 ;  oanae  of  the  war  eoaeiaelj 
sUted  by  Gapt  Porter,  **  Free  trade  and  saOor^k  rigkta,* 
617 ;  is  there  a  man  doubts  the  war  was  jnsOy  wMlei^ 
taken  7  617;  what  injury  have  we  not  aulTered,  617;  yo« 
have  been  told  the  Prince  Begent  and  hia  miaisieis  sm 
firm,  let  us  follow  their  example,  617 ;  an  army  shovld 
be  seasoned  befoM  It  is  taken  into  the  field,  617 ;  it  wlB 
take  a  year  to  prepare  them  for  the  field;  wltbovt  dia- 
cipline  they  are  useless,  617;  let  us  raise  an  amy  te 
the  war,  617 ;  we  must  take  the  continent  tnm  Britaia, 
617 ;  the  question  ia  what  is  the  kind  of  fiyroe,  and  tat 
what  length  of  time  can  you  raise  an  army  to  take  tka 
field  at  the  earliest  period?  618;  under  this  mcaaai«  a 
force  may  be  drawn  into  the  field  ready  to  act  eilkfantly 
in  the  next  campaign,  618;  we  have  never  engaged  ia 
any  war  in  which  we  have  come  out  better  in  tlM  flnt 
campaign,  618;  if  thia  countiy  will  go  Into  the  war 
heart  and  hand,  we  ahaU  ahortly  deasonstiate  io  tba  en- 
emy that  it  la  her  interest  to  be  at  peaoe  with  va,  618; 
amendment  lost,  618;  question  on  the  passage  of  the 
bUl,  618L 

All  desire  peace,  but  what  is  the  beat  coonw  to  cMain 
It,  618;  wiU  the  passage  of  this  bill,  and  the  actMl  en- 
listment of  the  proposed  ibrce  secure  peaee?  €1S;  this 
war  can  be  terminated  with  honor  and  advaatnge  with- 
out ftirther  efltasion  of  human  blood,  619;  thia  doea  not 
mean  that  the  honor  of  the  nation  ia  identleal  with  the 
honor  of  those  who  dedaied  the  war,  619;  the  qmettiom 
of  contest  is  reduced  to  a  single  point,  619;  the  Britbh 
Orders  in  Council  have  been  repealed,  the  pradtee  ef 
impressment  alone  remains,  619 :  thia  baa  been  aaltfect> 
ed  to  much  exaggeration,  619 ;  it  ia  not  certain  Ea^aaJ 
has  been  unwilling  to  enter  into  such  an  axraogeaMBt  ai 
would  placft  this  question  on  a  ihlr  and  bonorahle  heria 
619;  see  the  correspondence  of  Meesm.  Monxoe  and 
Pinkney,  619 ;  at  one  period  she  waa  willing  to  advance 
considerable  lengths  towards  an  afj^uatmeat,  09;  car 
duty  to  make  an  effort  for  the  sanctioB  of  our  Jost 
rights  and  the  restoration  of  peace  without  fbrtfaer  ap- 
peal to  fbrce,  619;  Uitts  tending  to  confirm  this  bclk^ 
680;  the  l&te  communicationa  from  the  Bxecutive  to  the 
British  Government  present  a  novelty  in  the  Uatoty  of 
war  and  diplomacy,  6B0 ;  thia  bOl  ia  a  kind  of  seeoad 
dedaration  of  war,  681 ;  the  war  ia  both  poUdcaBy  asd 
morally  wrong,  691 ;  it  la  of  an  offensive  character,  681 : 
something  unaccountable  that  the  dIspoeftioB  to  proe^- 
eute  this  war  should  increase,  681 ;  it  rests  now  mMr 
on  the  snlvfect  of  impressment,  681 ;  tliia  nrast  bo  set- 
tied  by  treaty,  681;  we  shall  create  an  annnal  expaiaa 
of  forty  mllllona,  681 ;  if  Canada  could  be  taken  It 
would  be  a  great  public  misfortune,  tU ;  this  war  eaa- 
sot  be  |«osecuted  without  violating  the  laws  of  haaaaa- 
Ity  and  JuaUce,  of  religion  and  morality,  681;  it  b  be- 
coming more  unpopular  in  the  Eaatera  Statea,  CSS;  the 
force  oontemplated  to  bo  raised  ia  nmiiiusaaaiji,  68:8;  the 
preaent  militaiy  estabUshraent  la  certainly  aafBeioat  hr 
all  purpoeea  of  defence,  682;  neither  Canada  aor  any  oth- 
er British  province  will  be  worth  the  Mood  aad  tivae- 
ure  they  will  cost  na,  688;  the  mUitia  of  Caaada  esti- 
mated too  low,  688;  of  what  value  wooJd  thaac  piov- 
Inces  be  to  us,  628;  duty  to  inquire  into  the  pefixy 
and  necessity  of  this  measure,  as  well  aa  the  preeeat 
stote  of  our  relations  with  Great  Britain,  688 ;  woald  the 
prlndplet  if  yielded  to  ua  to-morrow,  benefit  oar  aative 
aeamea,  or  promote  the  real  intereats  of  the  eouitry  ? 
684;  is  there  probability  of  obtaining  a  reeogaltioa  ef 
this  principle  by  a  contlnnanoe  of  the  varf  CM;  the 
traffic  In  American  protecttona,  685;  the  bill  ia  alMfSth- 
er  inadequate  to  the  purpoaa  intended  to  bo  aeeeaa- 
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pushed,  686;  It  eaonot  be  admitted  that  beeanae  the 
'  -war  ia  declared,  we  are  bound  to  lend  aid  to  promote 
ererj  plan  Ibr  prosecuting  It  which  maj  be  propoeed, 
697 ;  the  bill  is  unnecessarT-  for  the  attainment  of  the 
original  object  of  the  war,  €8T ;  some  of  the  pretended 
causes  of  the  war  hare  never  been  seriouslj  relied  on 
bj  our  €k>Temment,  6S7 ;  what  was  the  avowed  object 
of  this  war  f  688 ;  the.  pretence  was  to  take  or  rather  to 
receive  Canada,  028 ;  the  eflTect  of  this  bill  is  to  place  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Executive  an  tamy  of  flfty-flve 
thousand  men,  6SS ;  the  purpose  for  which  these  men  are 
demanded  is  the  Invasion  of  Canada,  688 ;  is  the  conquest 
of  Canada  an  object  detirable  in  Itseli^  or  advantageous 
by  its  effect  in  promoting  an  early  and  honorable  peace  ? 
6S8;  note,  688;  the  intention  of  the  American  Cabinet 
thus  unequivocally  avowed,  628 ;  anxious  that  no  doubt 
should  exist  on  this  subject,  628;  no  scheme  ever  was 
or  ever  will  be  rejected  by  the  men  now  in  power  mere- 
ly on  account  of^its  running  counter  to  the  ordinary 
dictates  of  common  sense  and'  common  prudence,  629 ; 
illustration,  689;  the  great  mistake  o'  all  those  who 
reasoned  concerning  the  war  and  the  Invasion  of  Cana- 
da, that  it  was  impossible,  was  that  they  never  took 
into  consideration  the  connectton  of  these  events  with 
the  then  pending  election  of  Chief  Magistrate,  629;  the 
invasion  of  Canada  considered  as  a  means  of  carrying  on 
the  subsisting  war,  a  means  of  obtaining  an  early  and 
honorable  peaoe,  and  a  means  of  advancing  the  personal 
and  local  projects  of  ambition  of  the  memben  of  the 
American  Cabinet,  680;  never  was  there  an  invasion  In 
any  country  worse  than  this  in  point  of  moral  princi- 
ple, since  the  invasione«>f  the  Buccaneers,  or  of  Capt 
Kldd,  682;  they  had  the  hope  of  plunder,  here  there 
lb  not  even  the  poor  reftage  of  cupidity,  688 ;  the  dis- 
grace of  our  arms  on  the  frontier  is  terrestrial  glory 
compared  with  the  disgrace  of  the  attempt,  688;  this 
nation  is  the  last  which  ought  to  admit  the  design  of 
foreign  conquest,  688;  multitudes  who  approve  of  the 
-war  detest  the  invasion,  688;  look  at  the  elections,  what 
do  they  speak  f  688;  the  people  of  New  England  have 
no  desire  for  Canada,  688 ;  the  surest  way  to  defeat  any 
hope  from  negotiation  is  this  threat  of  invasion,  634;  the 
American  Cabinet  understood  this,  684;  the  project  of 
this  bill  is  to  put  farther  off  the  chance  of  amicable  ar- 
rangement, 684 ;  the  present  men  were  raised  to  power 
by  elements  constituted  of  British  prejudices  and  Brit- 
ish antipathies,  684;  such  men  will  never  permit  a  state 
of  things  to  pass  away  so  essential  to  their  influence, 
685;  the  Cabinet  has  been  careful  to  precede  negotia- 
tion with  some  circumstance  sure  to  make  It  fail,  ever 
sinoe  the  refhsal  to  renew  the  Treaty  of  1794,  685;  the 
Executive  power  passed  into  new  hands,  under  the  old 
influences  and  principles  of  the  former  Administration, 
685 ;  the  whole  stage  of  the  relations  induced  between 
this  country  and  Great  Britain  was  a  standing  appeal  to 
the  fears  of  Oreat  Britain,  685 ;  what  is  the  truth  in  re- 
lation to  the  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  t 
686;  were  ever  a  body  of  men  so  abandoned  in  the  hour 
of  need  as  the  American  Cabinet  by  Bonaparte  ?  686 ; 
reasons  for  referring  to  this  subject,  686;  illustrations 
of  what  is  doing  and  Intended  at  present,  687 ;  the  invi- 
tations to  union  which  have  been  so  obtrusively  urged, 
688;  the  liberty  of  debate  prostituted  In  disseminating 
the  most  unfounded  charges,  689;  It  has  been  charged 
that  war  had  been  declared  prematurely  and  without 
due  preparation,  689;  it  has  been  said  that  the  nature 
of  the  war  Is  changed,  640 ;  what  the  Legislature  con-  [ 
sidered  As  the  cause  of  war,  641 ;  the  manner  in  which 
the  points  of  difference  between  the  two  nations  ought  I 


to  be  considered,  641 ;  negotiation  has  been  tried  in 
the  matter  of  impressment  for  twenty  years^  641;  it  Is 
pretended  tiiat  this  Government  is  not  desirous  of 
peace,  and  that  this  is  a  war  of  conquest  and  ambition, 
648;  if  we  now  recede,  are  not  points  conceded  to  the 
enemy  which  the  opposition  never  would  concede  If  in 
power,  648;  how  much  more  powerftal  Is  the  objection  to 
the  right  of  search  now  than  when  first  made.  648;  ex- 
emption from  impressment  is  no  new  claim  set  up,  644; 
the  evils  we  have  complained  of  were  of  a  nature  not 
to  be  remedied  by  war,  644;  what  has  been  the  state  of 
the  country  since  the  dedarotion  of  war,  645;  our  rela- 
tions with  the  belligerents  have  essentially  changed 
since  war  was  decUred,  645;  Napoleon  has  inveigled  us 
into  a  war,  645:  why  was  the  evidence  of  a  repeal  of  the 
decrees  withheld,  646;  believing  the  French  decrees  re- 
pealed, we  departed  ftt)m  our  neutral  stand,  by  enfor^ 
idng  the  non-intercourse  \&w  against  Great  Britain,  647; 
the  prominent  caoses  of  the  war  examined,  648 ;  whether 
this  bill  is  right  or  wrong  depends  upon  circumstances, 
658 ;  it  Is  said  to  be  the  constitutional  duty  of  the  oppo- 
nents of  the  war  to  afford  every  aid  and  encouragement, 
658;  not  the  most  suitable  measure  to  be  selected  by 
the  opposition,  upon  which  to  show  their  resistance, 
658;  a  view  of  the  past,  of  different  parties  which  have 
at  various  times  appeared,  and  the  manner  by  which  we 
have  been  driven  from  a  peaoefhl  posture,  654;  the 
course  of  the  opposition  In  impeding  the  Government 
for  the  last  twelve  years  has  been  unexampled  in  histo- 
ry, 654;  gentiemen  seem  to  forget  4hat  they  stand  on 
American  soil,  665;  a  plot  for  the  dismemberment  of  the 
Union,  666;  cause  of  the  declaration  of  war,  656;  it  is 
said  France  inveigled  us  into  the  war,  656;  the  war 
might  have  been  declared  even  if  the  Orders  in  Council 
had  been  repealed  eariier,  657;  it  is  said  Great  Britain 
has  always  been  willing  to  make  a  satlslhctory  arrange- 
ment on  the  subject  of  impressment,  658;  what  cause 
which  existed  for  dedaxing  the  war  has  been  removed  ; 
669. 

What  is  the  object  of  this  vast  military  force?  600: 
retrospect  of  the  last  eight  years,  to  show  how  much 
gentlemen  have  been  mistaken  and  disappointed  in  their 
-views  of  foreign  policy,  661;  the  picture  of  impress- 
ments has  been  too  highly  colored,  668;  in  that  section 
of  the  Union  where  two-thirds  of  the  seamen  come 
fi<om,  there  is  an  overwhelming  opinion  against  the  war, 
668;  the  controversy  seems  brought  to  a  sTngle  polnti 
668;  it  is  supposed  this  Is  the  auspicious  moment  to  as- 
sert our  rights,  664 ;  the  opinions  of  the  minority  have 
undergone  a  strange  revolution,  664  ;  the  conquest  of 
the  British  provinces  doubtfril,  665;  phystcal  and  moral 
evils  resulting  ih>m  your  measures,  666;  some  observa- 
tions on  the  bill  itself  666;  none  canf  deny  the  propriety 
of  defending  the  country,  666;  otrjections  to  the  Anther 
prosecution  of  the  war  examined,  667;  contrariety  of 
opinions  respecting  Canada,  668 ;  none  but  cowards  cal- 
culate on  the  cowardice  of  their  foe,  668;  the  war  was 
improperly  commenced  and  Is  unnecessarily  continued, 
669 ;  examination  of  the  causes  as  they  existed  at  the 
commencement  and  exist  now,  669;  the  claim  on  the 
part  of  Britain  relative  to  seamen,  670;  this  claim  ex- 
amined, 670,  671,  678,  678;  the  points  made  In  debate, 
impressment,  the  right  to  expatriate,  the  right  to  nat- 
uralize, and  French  Influence,  675;  a  distinction  been 
drawn  throughout  this  debate  between  the  rights  of  a 
man  who  cultivates  the  soil,  and  one  who  follows  the 
seas,  675;  every  attempt  to  setUe  the  question  of  im- 
pressment for  twenty  years  has  fiilled,  676;  it  is  said 
that  it  is  the  abuse  of  impressment  of  which  we  corn- 
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pUdn,  676;  Poreapine  paper,  676;  all  agree  that  we 
ooght  to  fight  for  the  rights  of  our  seamen,  why  not  all 
join  heart  and  hilnd  to  do  so,  678 ;  thU  haa  been  a  inoet 
unfortunate  Oovemznent  as  ever  existed;  every  thing 
has  gone  wrong,  678;  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  679. 
Question  on  the  passsge  of  the  bill,  679 ;  the  urmj  has 
been  represented  as  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the 
country,  679;  what  have  been  the  propositions  hereto* 
Ibre  made  by  oar  Government  to  Great  Britain?  679; 
equitable  as  they  were  all  were  rejected,  680 ;  for  eyery 
British  seaman  obtained  by  impressment  a  nnmber  of 
Americans  have  been  made  ylctims,  680;  the  change  of 
Administration  in  former  years,  681 ;  characters  of  the 
two  contending  parties,  681 ;  conne  of  the  sucoessftil 
party,  682;  proceedings  of  oar  Government,  688,  684; 
the  Orders  in  Coancil  oonstituted  no  insarmoantable 
obstacle  to  negotiation  between  this  country  and  Great 
Britain,  665;  if  the  President  had  made  that  repeal  a 
basis  of  negotiation,  every  man  in  the  country  would 
have  hailed  him  as  the  restorer  of  peace,  686;  the  ruler 
of  France  has  turned  with  contempt  iW>m  your  recla- 
mations, 686;  what  atonement  has  been  made  for  these 
insults  and  ii^nries,  686 ;  the  Indian  wars  on  the  flron- 
tler,  686; 'has  this  subject  been  inquired  into,  687;  a 
word  on  the  suh^fect  of  impreBsments,  687 ;  Great  Brit- 
ain rather  than  surrender  the  right  of  impressing  her 
own  sesmen,  will  nail  her  colors  to  the  mast  and  go 
down  with  them,  688 ;  this  lies  in  a  small  compass,  688 ; 
what  was  the  ofTer  made  to  our  Gk>vemment  by  the 
British  Ministry  r  688;  ihfi  right  of  seaich  does  exist, 
and  has  been  acknowledged  by  all  nationa,  689;  the 
French  doctrine  in  relation  to  impressment,  689;  author 
of  the  Newberg  letters  to  command  your  army,  690; 
can  the  force  contemplated  be  obtained;  will  it  accom- 
plish the  end  proposed,  and  will  it  be  an  economical 
force  ?  690;  the  grounds  taken  by  the  opponents  of  this 
bin  examined,  691,  692;  what  is  the  object  of  this  de- 
bate, 694;  to  thwart  the  final  success  of  the  war,  694; 
all  the  arguments  of  the  opposition  have  been  directed 
to  destroy  the  union  and  real  of  the  people,  694;  but 
say  our  opponents,  as  they  were  opposed  to  the  war,  so 
they  are  not  bound  to  support  it,  694;  but  we  are  told 
that  peace  is  in  our  power  without  a  ftirther  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war,  694 ;  it  is  said  we  ought  to  offer  Eng- 
land suitable  regulations  on  this  subject  to  secure  to  her 
the  use  of  her  seamen,  696 ;  will  the  intended  effect  of 
the  opposition  be  produced  f  695;  gentlemen  are  con- 
jured to  bring  this  debate  to  a  close,  696 ;  the  success 
against  the  Ganadas  doubtfol,  696 ;  mortiiying  to  see  the 
conduct  of  the  enemy  vindicated  and  palliated,  696;  the 
several  heads  of  discussion  introduced  in  this  debate 
considered,  697 ;  what  is  a  Just  and  necessary  war  ?  698; 
what  did  an  elevated  fitness  of  character  and  conduct 
require  of  this  nation  when  war  was  declared  ?  699 ;  pop- 
alar  opinion  was  not  against  this  ^rar,  700 ;  impressment 
alone  would  have  ultimately  produced  war,  700;  all 
public  law,  it  Is  said,  has  denied  the  right  of  expatria- 
tion, 701 ;  biU  passed,  702.  Ses  IndssD,  vols.  1, 2,  8L 
AvxBT,  Daniel,  Sepresentative  from  New  York,  424^  577. 


Baooit,  Eskkikl,  Bepresentative  from  Massachusetts,  86, 
124, 187, 816,  424,  678 ;  supports  the  resolution  for  im- 
mediate measures  to  liberate  American  prisoners  In 
Carthagena,  95 ;  offers  a  resolution  relative  to  petitions 
respecting  the  Presidential  election  In  Massachusetts, 
105 ;  on  a  vote  of  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  the  £x- 


•cntiva,  1274<in  Minnda's  eaEpediUoa,  144;  npcitiRif 
tive  to  challenges  and  duels,  191 ;  agsinrt  the  pettttos 
of  Elizabeth  Hamilton,  815;  em  radaotioa  of  the  mrj, 
244 ;  against  the  admission  of  Missiislppi,  l» ;  w  pif 
of  the  army,  588 :  against  encoan^ement  te  printcer 
captures,  704.    See  Indta^  voL  & 

Baglt,  Modxtjot,  eeigeant«t-Arms  to  the  ScBste,  ¥A. 

Baeubkidoi,  Wiuiax,  letter  relative  to  the  captaieof  thi 
frigate  Java,  717. 

Bakse,  Join,  BepreeenUtlve  ft<om  Ybgiala,  4H^  NT;  m 
the  location  of  a  militaiy  academy,  66L 

Bank  qf  the  UniUd  Statea,  dividends  on  stoek  o^lS8;  op- 
Ital  of  branches,  188 ;  ezpecaes  and  loaaes,  198;  npoit 
on,  21(L 

Bankqfthe  OMUd  SlatM.—lxi  th«  House,  report  «i  ftt 
memorial  of  the  stockholdeis  ct  the  United  State' 
Bank,  215. 

/itiS^iMi^— Petition  of  the  Pn«ident  sad  INxwIon 
for  a  renewal  of  their  charter,  252;  biU  to  iaeuponti 
the  subscribers  contfdered,  266 ;  moved  to  itilke  eat  tb 
first  section.  In  order  to  tiy  the  principle,  9H;  reiSMa 
of  the  committee  for  reporting  the  blU,  266;  Oaafnm 
has  power  to  pass  such  a  UU,  266;  powen  gnaaed  hj 
the  eighth  section  «f  the  first  article,  266;  the  eBBaav 
tlon  of  oertain  powers  excludes  ail  other  poven  Mt 
enumerated,  this  point  examined,  267;  not  trwTbea 
applied  to  express  grants  of  power,  strictly  Inddeatil  t» 
some  original  substantive  power,  267 ;  subject  cximlsed, 
267 ;  it  is  said  Congress  can  exercise  no  pover  by  iopB- 
catlon,  yet  can  pass  all  laws  neoesaary  to  cany  ihe  kb- 
stitntion  into  effect,  267;  the  power  to  ereats  theSs- 
preme  Court  must  be  dei&^ed  by  implicatloB,  S6S:  a- 
plained  by  an  example,  268 ;  according  to  the  eoaitnM' 
tlon  given  to  other  parts  of  the  coastitation,  Coagiw 
has  the  right  to  incorporate  a  bank  to  ensMe  It  to  bmi- 
age  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  nation,  268;  the  Uv  lo 
erect  light-houses  is  not  a  law  to  regulate  ooDuaem. 
269 ;  it  is  said  the  advocates  of  a  bank  differ  amoag  then- 
selves  in  fixing  upon  the  general  power  to  vhieh  th» 
right  to  create  a  bank  is  Inddentid,  269;  no  maa  fti- 
tures  to  declare  that  a  bank  la  not  necessary,  S7D;  this 
is  an  apparent  ol^ection  to  the  constitatioaal  aiignBest, 
270:  the  medium  of  Btate  banks,  270;  the  bmim  Ij 
which  the  constitutional  powen  may  be  earrwd  tat» 
effect,  may  vary  if  the  powers  do  not,  270;  the  notiia 
to  strike  out  goes  to  the  entire  dcetraetioD  of  the  bdl 
271 ;  the  useftilness  of  the  present  bank  admitted,  ffl ; 
what  is  the  state  of  the  bank  in  this  dty,  271;  the  c«- 
duct  of  the  bank  has  been  honorable,  liberal,  sod  iB|iir- 
tial,  271 ;  in  every  instance  where  it  posMiaed  the  aUUtf. 
it  has  met  the  wishes  of  the  government,  271 ;  itbiiU 
these  stockholders  have  enjoyed  a  boon  for  twenty  yean 
ftt>m  which  all  others  have  been  exduded,  27X;  It  is  i>i- 
poaslble  to  devise  an^  written  system  of  Qovena«< 
which  after  a  lapse  of  time,  extension  of  empire,  fe. 
shall  be  able  to  carry  Its  own  provisions  late  opeiatiea 
hence  the  necessity  of  implied  w  reanlting  powen,  23; 
whence  do  you  get  the  right  to  erect  cnstom-boaaeii  tar 
as  an  implied  power,  272 ;  want  of  power  te  gnat  tf 
act  of  incorporation  has  ever  appeared  the  nostuiaa' 
and  untenable  objection,  272 ;  the  aitoatioa  of  tUa  tank 
on  the  expiration  of  its  charter,  and  the  effBctsea  the 
community  consequent  upon  it,  278;  the  amwitrf 
specie  in  the  United  SUtes,  278 ;  efliaets  which  tht  «^ 
solution  of  the  bank  will  have  on  the  revenns  and  «s«l 
concerns  of  the  country,  274;  will  your  money  »hea 
collected  be  aafo  in  the  Btate  banks?  274;  Iikaosiato«r 
pose  a  law  which  haa  been  in  existeaos  twwtfp^ 
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•ad  aoqaleaeed  In  by  the  State  uid  Qeneril  Oovern- 
ne&ts,  2T5;  It  has  been  said,  that  it  i»  the  ikahlon  to 
eulogize  the  oonBtttatlon,  S75 ;  If  it  eoold  be  shown  that 
there  had  been  aberrationB  by  Congrem  firom  the  enu- 
merated powers  of  the  eonstitntion,  would  it  be  correct 
to  ose  those  aberrations  as  precedents  ?  279 ;  the  present 
eonstitntion  was  adopted  as  a  remedy  for  the  non-eom- 
pliaace  of  the  States  with  the  requisitions  under  the 
Articles  of  Confederation,  877;  the  present  Ooremment 
is  in  its  nature  and  character  a  government  of  enumer- 
ated powers,  reserving  all  nnennmerated  to  the  State 
Governments,  or  to  the  people,  277;  **to  provide  for  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfiire,**  explained,  277 ; 
these  terms  contain  no  grant  of  power  whatever,  but  are 
used  to  express  the  ends  or  objects  for  which  particular 
grants  of  power  were  given,  278 ;  instances  of  aberra- 
tions from  the  enumerated  powers  examined,  278 ;  erec- 
tion of  light-houses,  278 ;  custom-houses,  278 ;  these  two 
powers  indispensably  connected  with  and  subservient  to 
particular  enumerated  powers,  878 ;  light-houses  among 
the  common,  necessary,  and  proper  means,  for  the  regu- 
lation of  commerce,  279;  is  the  inoorporatlon  of  a  bonk 
of  this  characterf  879 ;  the  defying  manner  of  the  argu- 
ments advanced  in  flivor  of  the  renewal  of  the  charter, 
has  occasioned  this  debate,  in  order  to  avert  the  passage 
of  an  ui^ustifiable  law,  280 ;  it  is  said  that  this  has  been 
made  a  party  question,  although  the  first  law  passed 
prior  to  the  formation  of  parties,  280;  explanation,  280; 
the  pointed  difference  which  has  been  made  between 
the  opinions  and  instructions  of  State  legislatures,  and 
the  opinions  and  details  of  deputations  from  Philadel- 
phia, 280 ;  the  new  and  nneonstltutlonal  veto  which  this 
bill  establishes,  281 ;  the  vagrant  power  to  erect  a  bank 
after  having  wandered  throughout  the  whole  constitu- 
tion, has  been  located  on  that  provision  which  author- 
izes Congress  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  281 ;  suppose  the 
oonstitution  had  been  silent  as  to  an  individual  depart- 
ment of  this  government,  could  yon  under  the  power  to 
lay  and  collect  Uxes,  establish  a  Judiciary  f  281;  what 
is  a  corporation  such  as  the  bill  contemplates?  282;  the 
States  have  the  exclusive  power  to  regulate  contracta. 
282 ;  what  partidpadon  has  this  bank  in  the  collection  of 
the  revenue  ?  882 ;  the  operations  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment may  bo  a^well  conducted  without  a  bank  as 
with  one,  288 ;  the  management  of  the  landed  system, 
SS8;  it  is  said  the  construction  given  to  the  constttutlon 
haa  been  acquiesced  in  by  all  parties,  288 ;  when  gentle- 
men attempt  to  carry  this  measure  on  the  ground  of 
acquiescence,  do  they  foi^t  that  we  are  not  in  West- 
minster Hall  f  284;  the  doctrine  of  precedents  applied 
to  the  L^islature,  la  fraught  with  the  most  mischievous 
eonsequences,  284;  not  empowered  by  the  eonstitntion, 
nor  bound  by  any  practice  under  it  to  renew  the  charter 
to  this  bank,  284 ;  all  power  may  perhaps  be  resolved 
Into  that  of  the  purse,  by  whom  is  it  wielded  f  284 ;  the 
Duke  of  Northumberland  is  said  to  be  the  most  consid- 
erable stockholder  in  the  bank,  285;  the  principle  here 
Involved  is  most  important ;  it  is  no  less  than  whether 
wo  shall  surrender  to  the  State  €h>vemments  the  power 
of  collecting  our  revenue,  and  rely  upon  the  old  system 
of  requisitions,  ^5 ;  the  bank  has  answered  the  most 
sanguine  expectations  of  its  authors,  285;  we  are  re- 
quired to  discard  the  lessons  of  experience,  to  try  some 
new  scheme,  285;  we  are  to  ruin  many  innocent  and 
nnoirendlng  individuals,  and  derange  the  finances,  and 
for  what*  286;  it  is  a  contest  between  a  few  importing 
States,  and  the  people  of  the  United  States,  286 ;  it  is  a 
contest  between  the  fHends  and  enemies  of  the  fMeral 
eonstitaUon  revived,  886 ;  if  ▼•  yield  to  the  Stotea  the 


collection  of  our  revenue,  what  will  remain  of  oar  Fed- 
eral eovemment?  886;  it  will  be  a  political  Action,  286 ; 
hostility  to  the  Union  would  prompt  to  Join  the  hue  and 
cry  against  this  Instltation,  886 ;  it  is  said  that  debate  is 
useless  on  this  question,  287 ;  to  form  a  correct  opinion 
we  must  retrospect  the  defects  of  the  old  government, 
and  ascertain  the  remedy  which  was  anticipated  in  the 
present  constitution,  887;  the  great  cause  of  the  In- 
efBcten<7  of  the  former  was  owing  to  its  dependence  on 
the  States  for  the  means  to  carry  its  powers  into  effect, 
287 ;  the  present  oonstltutton  was  framed  with  ample 
authority  to  pass  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  for  the 
attainment  of  its  objects,  287;  erroneous  impressions 
have  arisen  tmm  ignorance  of  fhcts  relative  to  the  prac- 
tical fiscal  operations  of  the  government,  287;  the  power 
to  create  a  bank  is  not  derived  by  implication,  287 ;  the 
Convention  granted  to  the  new  Government  in  express 
and  unequivocal  language,  ample  authority  to  use  all  tho 
means  necessary  and  proper  for  the  attainment  of  the 
ends  for  which  it  was  instituted,  287 ;  the  question  of 
constitutionality  depends  upon  fhcts  dehors  the  instru- 
ment, 287 ;  if  it  be  a  fkct  that  a  bank  is  necessary  and 
proper  to  effectuate  the  legitimate  powers  of  govern- 
ment, then  our  power  is  express,  and  we  need  not  resort 
to  implication,  287 ;  endeavor  to  prove  this  to  be  a  hat, 
287 ;  the  erection  of  a  bank  by  the  Congress  of  1781, 
287 ;  the  opinion  of  General  Hamilton,  288 ;  character 
of  the  Congress  of  1781  stated,  288 ;  authority  of  Wash- 
ington, 288;  the  cry  is,  '*down  with  the  bank,  huzzah 
for  the  partjr ! "  288 ;  sound  interpretation  of  the  words 
**  necessary  and  proper,"  289 ;  those  opposed  to  the  bill, 
predicate  their  arguments  upon  the  probability  that  the 
State  banks  will  answer,  this  is  an  admission  of  the  ne- 
cessity, 289 ;  congeniality  between  a  bank  and  tho  col 
lection  of  onr  revenue,  889 ;  the  repeated  sanctions  th^ 
bank  has  received  firom  different  Administrations  if 
strangely  accounted  for,  290;  whence  was  derived  s 
power  to  pass  a  law,  laying  an  embargo  without  limita- 
tion, 290;  twelfth  article  of  the  amendments  to  the  con- 
stitution considered,  290 ;  it  Is  not  pretended  that  our 
fiscal  concerns  could  be  managed  with  gold  and  silver^ 
890 ;  if  the  bank  is  removed,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury mnst  nationalize  the  bank  paper  of  the  great  im- 
porting States,  891 ;  charges  of  British  influence,  891 ; 
the  embarrassments  at  Philadelphia,  it  is  said,  could  not 
have  been  occasioned  by  the  bank,  898 ;  Kentucky,  I  am 
only  thine,  898;  former  course  of  proceeding  in  regard 
to  the  principle  of  a  bill  and  its  details,  898 ;  the  oonrse 
of  the  press  on  this  subject,  898;  it  is  said,  that  this 
question  is  discussed  on  party  grounds,  898 ;  a  view  of 
the  banning  and  operations  of  the  bank,  898;  no  demo- 
crat has  been  admitted  as  a  director  of  this  Institution, 
except  in  Now  York,  894;  petty  mischievous  intrigue 
for  carrying  measures  through  Congress,  894;  for  what 
do  merchants  form  a  part  of  Uie  bank  deputies?  894; 
what  did  mechanics  here  say  relative  to  granting  this 
charter?  894;  there  is  scarcely  an  evil  which  has  not 
been  attributed  to  the  embargo,  and  which  is  not  now 
with  as  little  Justice  attributed  to  the  non-renewal  of 
the  charter  of  the  bank,  894 ;  if  not  renewed,  diflloult  to 
obtain  loans,  it  is  said,  895;  instructions  to  Senators, 
their  force  discussed,  896 ;  a  State  has  not  a  moral  right 
to  violate  tho  constitution,  and  ca^mot  give  it  to  her 
Legislature,  nor  the  Legislature  to  the  Senator,  896;  tho 
primary  question  is,  whether  the  General  Government 
when  it  first  came  into  operation,  did  not  possess  the 
power  of  creating  a  National  Bank,  896;  to  answer  this, 
let  us  inquire  whether  there  was  any  possibility  of  car 
Tying  into  effect,  with  any  tolerable  convenience  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


780 


IWDKX. 


advantage,  the  Mveral  prorlaions  of  the  conatltation, 
nnlesB  this  power  exists,  297;  it  is  admitted  by  all  that 
the  agency  of  a  bank  affords  the  greatest  facility  and 
seenrity  of  any  plan  that  can  be  devised  for  the  collec- 
tion of  a  revenae.  and  Its  transmission  to  the  Treasnryf 
297 ;  other  admissions  stated,  297 ;  the  consequence  which 
follows  flrom  these  admissions,  297 ;  If  Congress  once  poe- 
eeesod  this  power,  what  has  taken  it  away?  297;  to  create 
this  bank  is  said  to  be  legislation  by  implication,  298 ;  it 
is  said  the  corporation  will  be  a  monopoly,  298;  antici- 
pated dangers  of  erecting  corporations,  298 ;  a  violation 
of  the  oonstltntion,  however  solemnly  sanctioned  or  long 
endnred.  can  never  become  right,  299 ;  difference  in  the 
present  case,  299 ;  recapitulation,  299 ;  mle  of  oonstmc- 
tlon  In  construing  the  constitution,  when  legislating  on 
enumerated  powers,  800;  the  authority  to  grant  this 
charter  Is  fbund  In  section  seven,  clauses  first,  second,  and 
last,  801 ;  meaning  of  the  words  **  necessary  and  proper/^ 
801 ;  great  stress  is  laid  on  that  amendment  which  says 
''all  power  not  expressly  granted,  shall  bo  retained,^  dec, 
801 ;  it  is  easy  to  prove  that  the  broad  grant  given  to 
Congress  to  legislate  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  all 
casoa  is  restricted  and  pal^d  in  by  the  constltntion,  802 ; 
this  power  to  charter  a  bank  is,  expressly  granted,  802; 
it  is  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  efftot  another 
general  power  to  borrow  money,'  802 ;  no  arguments  yet 
advanced  to  prove  that  this  power  is  an  original  and  sub- 
stantive, and  not  a  derivative  or  implied  power,  808 ;  to 
deteAnine  if  a  measure  is  Just  and  proper,  we  most  con- 
sider whether  It  has  a  Just  or  nseftil  relation  to  the  endi 
808;  of  all  depositories  banks  are  the  safest,  808;  it  is 
askad,  why  not  oonflne  the  duty  of  the  bank  to  collect- 
ing the  public  revenue?  80S;  Congress  are  to  devise 
means  most  sare  and  expedlilons  to  borrow  money,  808 ; 
the  safety  and  facility  of  commercial  operations  are 
greatiy  promoted  by  a  general  currency,  804;  It  Is  said 
Washington  doubted,  804;  objections  offered  by  Mr. 
Jefferson,  804 ;  remarks  of  Hamilton,  804 ;  consequences 
of  destroying  the  bank,  805;  distresses  which  will  fol- 
low, 806;  answer  to  objections,  80fi,  806;  the  prompt 
and  secure  collection  of  our  revenue  Is  principally  owing 
to  the  influence  of  the  bank,  807 ;  other  objections  ex- 
amined, 807 ;  objections  to  the  construction  of  different 
cianses  of  the  constitution  examined,  808 ;  it  Is  said  the 
history  of  the  Stotes  will  show  that  the  bills  of  credit 
specified  in  the  constitution,  were  those  only  which 
were  a  legal  tender  in  the  payment  of  debts,  809;  far- 
ther debate,  810;  vote  a  tie,  811 ;  remarks  of  the  Vice 
President,  811 ;  gives  the  casting  vote  against  striking 
oat  the  first  section,  811. 

J^  the  Ifotue.—Bi\\  to  renew  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  considered,  885 ;  moved  to  stride 
out  the  first  section,  885;  motion  intended  to  test  the 
piincipleof  the  bill,  885;  Congress  possesses  no  power 
to  incorporate  a  bank,  885 ;  even  if  possessed,  it  is  inexpe- 
dient to  exercise  it,  885 ;  ruin  to  the  merchants  and  em- 
barrassment to  the  government  would  not  be  paramount 
to  sustaining  the  several  obligations  of  supporting  the 
constitution,  885 ;  reason  of  the  construction  given  by 
various  persons,  885;  this  Is  In  its  nature  obnoxious* 
alarming  in  its  tendency,  and  its  influence  irresistible, 
885 ;  parts  of  the  constitution  which  bear  any  analogy  to 
this  subject  stated,  886 ;  does  the  establishment  of  a  bank 
come  within  their  meaning?  886;  it  must  be  shown  that 
the  bank  Is  necessary  to  the  operations  of  the  govern- 
ment, that  without  its  aid  our  fiscal  concerns  cannot  be 
managed,  887 ;  two  things  necessary  to  insure  the  sta- 
bility of  the  government~«vold  every  measure  that  will 
produce  uneasiness  among  the  states  or  that  will  oxtcnd 


the  jurisdiction  of  the  government  to  solijeeta  pforely  I0 
eal,  887 ;  has  not  the  bonk  prodooed  serious  alarm  ?  83T ; 
the  abuse  of  the  convenience  of  obtaining  loans  Is  move 
dreaded  than  any  other  evil  which  will  follow  thlamcaf- 
nre,  888 ;  this  Is  the  most  important  SDl![;ect  upon  whidi 
this  Congress  will  be  required  to  act,  888 ;  ooniwctioB 
subsisting  between  the  agrienltural  and  eoannodal  in- 
terests, 889 ;  Enlightened  Icgislaton  hare  entertalaedbat 
one  opinion  on  this  subject  both  in  thin  conatrr  and  Es- 
rope,  889 ;  utility  of  bonds  cannot  be  doabtod,  9S9 : 
prosperity  of  the  conntry  attributed  to  tbia  Mtive  capi- 
tal which  has  excited  industiy,  840;  aooommodatk^os 
fiu-nished  by  the  bank,  840;  principal  portkon  of  the 
trade  and  bnsiness  of  the  t7nion  has  been  oondiicted  «a 
a  paper  medium,  840 ;  pnt  down  this  bank  uad  how  ar* 
your  revenues  to  be  collected,  840;  this  la  not  tbe  tiow 
or  place  to  Inquire  whether  banks  are  beaefldsl  or  net 
to  the  nation,  841 ;  the  section  admitting  of  aa  Increase 
of  the  capital  stock  a  very  dangerom  Jbatare,  842 ;  the 
Articles  of  Confederation  and  the  present  oonslitatiee 
do  not  differ  as  regards  any  power  delected  by  tbe 
states  to  Congress,  842;  interpretation  of  the  eonstitc- 
tion,  842 ;  experience  shows  that  the  decisions  of  Cob- 
gress  vary  with  the  men  who  oompoee  that  body,  and 
cannot  be  dted  as  settilng  a  principle,  S43. 

This  bill  aims  a  deadly  blow  at  some  of  tbe  best  prin- 
ciples of  the  constitution,  i)48;  this  bill  asanmea  the  ei- 
erdse  of  l^islative  powers  which  belong  exdosivdy  te 
the  State  Governments,  848;  one  of  the  most  eerions 
dangers  this  government  is  threatened  with,  ia  the  Ten- 
dency to  produce  collisions  between  State  and  FedenI 
authorities,  844 ;  the  great  line  of  demarcation  between 
the  powers  of  the  two  is  well  nnderatood,  844;  azlticos 
laid  down  in  discussing  oonstitntionol  qnosttons,  Ui; 
suflicient  to  call  npon  the  advocates  of  a  bank  to  she* 
its  constitutionality,  845;  argnment  of  Hamilton,  MS; 
the  federal  government  is  said  to  be  aoverelgn  with  re> 
gard  to  a]l  the  objects  Jbr  which  that  government  «as 
instituted,  845 ;  this  is  a  petitio  princlpti,  845;  It  Is  aML 
the  bank  is  an  innocent  institution,  846 :  one  of  its  most 
obvious  and  distinguished  characteristics  is  that  it  ex- 
empts the  private  property  and  petvons  rf  tbe  stock- 
holders, 846;  it  authorizes  the  stockboldeia  to  take 
usurious  interest,  846 ;  this  bank  Incorporatioii  poasfaws 
other  qualities  at  war  with  the  laws  of  tbe  several  statn, 
846 ;  it  is  contended  that  the  right  to  incorpoimte  a  bank 
is  delegated  to  Congress,  and  five  or  rix  different  pro 
visions  of  the  constitution  are  rei^rrod  to  as  giving  this 
right,  847 ;  the  very  clrcnmstanoe  ot  ao  many  different 
hoods  of  authority  is  conclusive  evidence  that  It  has  no 
very  direct  relation  to  any  of  them,  817 ;  the  **  sweepias 
clause,^  847;  Haml1ton*s  mode  of  reasoning  847;  it  b 
contended  that  the  right  to  incorporate  a  bank  is  inda- 
ded  in  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  84T ;  no  taan 
ought  to  complain  of  the  weakness  of  a  gOTcnmeM 
whose  powers  may  be  reawned  «p  by  logle  like  tks. 
847;  the  constitution  is  not  a  mere  designation  of  ends 
for  which  the  government  was  established,  leaving  gd 
Congress  a  discretion  as  to  the  means,  84S ;  It  Is  tv- 
tended  that  the  right  to  incorporate  a  bonk  la  impBtd  la 
the  power  to  regnlate  trade  between  the  stotea,  813;  U 
is  said  to  be  included  in  tbe  power  to  borrow  raocry, 
848 ;  absurdities  Into  which  this  doctrine  of  impBcatiea 
leads,  849;  it  is  said  to  be  necessary  to  tbe  T«^lar  and 
snoceasfiil  administration  of  the  flnanees,  848;  one  «r 
more  state  banks  In  almost  every  state,  849;  It  b  said, 
if  the  bank  would  be  constitntlonal  wlthoat  tbee±bx- 
enoe  of  the  state  bonks,  It  would  be  equally  ao  with. 
849 ;  question  to  strike  out  the  tnX  aeetion  carried,  8SG : 
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Htfle,  aSO;  passage  of  the  bill  in  the  Houee,  860;  nots^ 
<61.    ^IM /fM/«0,  vols.  1,  8, 81 

Bankrupt  Act,— 8m  Indeac^  vol.  1 

Babd,  Datid,  Bepresentotive  from  Pennaylvanla,  86^  124, 
187,815,434,677.    ^« /nJ«B.  vols.  8,  & 

Baxxxb,  Joskpk,  Bepreflentative  from  MaaaaohosettB,  88. 

Bamt,  William  T.,  Bepreeentatire  from  Kentaekj,  816 ; 
on  the  admlMion  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  as  a  State, 
890. 

Baxtlxr,  JoaiAB,  Bepresentatlye  ftt>m  Kow  Hampshire, 
484. 

BAB81RT,  BnxwvLL,  Beprosentative  ftt>m  Yiiiglnia,  88,  188, 
187, 81&,  484, 677 ;  on  the  number  of  seamen  in  the  na- 
val sonrice,  888;  nrgee  reform  in  the  expense  of  the 
naTj,  881;  on  redaction  in  the  navy,  888,  84^;  on  the 
daim  of  Matthew  Lyon,  486  ;  on  enoooragement  of 
inirateers,  681 ;  on  prize  money  to  the  officers  and  crew 
of  the  Constitntiott,  698 ;  on  the  imprisonment  of  Amer- 
ican seamen,  60<  605;  in  IhTor  of  a  naval  establishment, 
608;  on  enoonragement  to  privateer  oaptares^  708 ;  on 
ptivateer  pensions,  704.    Bm  Ind4a\  toL  8l 

Sattur9  at  2fwo  OrUmM^—la  Senate,  memorial  of  Edward 
Livingston,  presented  and  referred,  118. 

In  1K6  iToMse.— Beeolatlon  to  refer  the  sntjeet  of  title  to 
the  Attorney  General  fov  him  to  collect  testimony,  Ac, 
148;  the  true  coniBe  is  to  give  the  parties  the  right  of  ap- 
peal ftom  the  OrleaoA  ooart  to  Supreme  Coart  of  the 
United  States,  148;  important  law  points  involved,  148 ; 
the  battare  claimed  is  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  148 ;  what 
ooald  the  Attorney  General  do  in  the  case  ?  148 ;  what 
influence  was  his  opinion  to  have  ?  148;  impossible  to 
see  how  an  individual  having  property,  in  which  he  was 
pnt  In  possession  tn  1804,  by  a  Judicial  decision,  could 
be  dispossessed  of  it  in  1807, 14S ;  this  battare  never  was 
claimed  as  private  property  until  after  It  came  Into  pos- 
■esslon  of  the  United  States,  149;  nothing  new  to  refer 
a  subject  to  the  head  of  a  department,  149 ;  a  constitu- 
tional dliflculty  in  the  case,  149 ;  has  Congress  the  power 
to  decide  the  validity  of  this  claim  ?  149 ;  has  Congress  a 
right  in  order  to  determine  the  title  to  landed  property, 
to  refer  It  to  any  tribnnal  whatever  ?  149 ;  admitting  all 
this  to  be  true,  it  does  not  apply  to  the  present  case, 
149 ;  the  question  Is  whether  it  is  public  property  or 
not,  149 ;  question  examined  on  the  ground  of  the  right 
of  the  citizen,  160;  if  a  citizen  is  pnt  In  posseseion  of 
property  by  a  decree  of  a  court,  and  afterwards  dispos- 
sessed by  military  power,  where  should  he  come  if  not 
to  this  House  to  daim  redress?  160;  this  claim  should 
never  be  confounded  with  the  Yazoo  claim,  160;  the 
doctrine  nullum  twipua  ooeurrit  rHpubliea,  is  a  dan- 
gerous one,  ISO ;  the  present  case  stated,  151 ;  is  there  a 
precedent  for  this  transaction  ?  151 ;  the  President  has 
not  carried  the  law  Into  eifect,  151 ;  the  act  of  1607 
contains  two  clauses  bearing  on  the  subject,  168 ;  if  there 
has  been  any  violation  of  right,  it  was  in  the  passage  of 
the  law  under  which  the  President  acted,  158 ;  resolu- 
tions offered  tn  the  Hoase,  191 ;  laid  on  the  table,  198 ; 
bill  to  provide  means  to  ascertain  the  title  considered, 
888;  Tarious  amendments  considered,  888. 

Bataed,  JAjns  A.,  Senator  from  Delaware,  86^  181,  176, 
864,  408,  6n;  reports  to  Senate  a  blU  for  a  National 
Bank,  168;  moves  an  amendment  to  the  bill  to  enable 
the  President  to  take  possession  of  the  country  east  of 
the  Perdido,  818 ;  ag^nst  the  declaration  of  war,  41& 
S«s  Ind^at,  vols.  8, 8. 

Batlxm,  William,  Bcpresentative  from  Hassachusetts,  184. 

BxVB,  Gbobos  M.,  Senator  fiY>m  Kentucky,  400,  570. 

Bibb,  William  W.,  Bepreaentative  ftom  Georgia,  86, 185, 
188, 815, 435, 577 ;  on  the  ordinance  of  1787, 48 ;  on  the 
ordinance  of  17S7, 46 ;  on  the  bill  relative  to  battare  at 


New  Orleans,  888 ;  on  the  admission  of  the  territory  of 
Orleans  as  a  State,  880,  824 ;  on  Indian  aflUrs,  488;  on 
the  British  intrigues,  616, 619 ;  against  the  renewal  of 
Whitney's  patent  right,  688;  on  war  taxes,  715.  «Sse 
Indian  voL  & 

BiDwxLL,  BAXNABtrs,  487 ;  nott,  487.    See  Indea^  voL  8L 

BiGXLOw,  Abuah,  BepresentaUvo  from  Massachuaetts,  817, 
424,  677;  against  the  admission  of  Mississippi,  868;  on 
commercial  intercourse  with  France  and  Great  Britain, 
886 :  on  imposing  additional  duties,  688. 

BUI  to  prevent  abuse  of  privileges  ei^Joyed  by  foreign  min- 
isters, 169. 

Blacklxdox,  William,  Bcpresentative  from  North  Caro- 
Una,  86^  486, 677.    See  Indeeo,  yoL  9.  • 

Blaisdkll,  Dan ixl,  Bepreaentative  fix>m  New  Hampshire, 
184, 187, 816 ;  againat  the  admission  of  Mississippi,  868; 
on  commercial  intercourse  with  France  and  Groat  Brit- 
ain, 877. 

Blaxx,  Jobn,  Jr.,  Beprcsentotive  from  New  York,  88.  5«i 
/lufesB,  vol.  8b 

Sank  baUota^  ahall  they  be  counted  f — In  the  House  on  ele»> 
tion  for  Speaker  two  blank  ballots  were  ca^t,  ahall  they 
be  counted  ?  125 ;  blank  pieces  of  paper  cannot  be  coa- 
sidered  as  votes,  125 ;  Instance,  the  election  for  Preai* 
dent  in  1801, 125;  is  there  to  be  a  Speaker  without  an 
election  ?  125;  the  committee  report  that  no  candidate 
has  a  mi\)ority^  125;  the  Speaker  may  becomo  President 
and  preside  over  the  destinies  of  the  nation,  185;  no 
analogy  with  the  PresidenUal  election,  125;  establish 
such  a  precedent,  and  it  may  pnt  an  end  to  this  govern- 
ment, founded  on  the  principle  that  the  m^ority  shall 
govern,  125;  motion  for  a  new  ballot  carried,  126i 

Blxxckxb,  IIakmakvs,  Bcpresentative  from  New  York, 
Hi,  577 ;  on  imposing  additional  duties,  640;  against  the 
embargo  bill,  550 ;  on  the  objects  of  the  war,  M, 

Blount,  Thomas,  Bepresontative  from  North  Carolina,  86^ 
425 ;  on  a  quartermaster's  department,  477.  See  Indea^ 
vols.  1,  8,  & 

BooNx,  Daniel,  petition  oi;  707. 

BoTD,  Adam,  Bepresontative  from  New  Jersey,  86, 12^  187, 
815, 424,  677 ;  on  the  batture  at  New  Orleans,  149 ;  sup- 
ports petiUon  of  Elizabeth  Hamilton,  815;  on  the  re-^ 
duction  of  the  navy,  842 ;  on  foreign  relations,  460;  oik 
the  bill  laying  an  embargo,  544, 545 ;  on  an  additional 
military  force,  626.    See  IndeeOf  vol  8. 

BoTLX,  John,  Bepreaentative  from  Kentucky,  46w  See  J»- 
dex,  voL  8. 

BxADLKT,  Stepuxn  B.,  Bcuator  ftom  Yermont,  8, 118, 166^ 
250,  400, 676;  appointed  President  ^ro  tern,  of  the  Sen- 
ate, 86 ;  on  a  recess  of  Congress,  412.  See  Index^  vols.  1, 
8,8. 

Breach  qf  PrivUeffe.—BepoTt  of  committee  relative  to  th* 
letter  of  L  A.  Coles,  804.    See  Indea,  vol  8. 

Bxkckxnridgx,  Jamxs,  Bepresontative  from  Yirglnia,  186, 
187, 815, 424,  579. 

BxKNT,  BiCHAXO,  Senator  from  Yirglnia,  88, 116, 168,  808, 
400, 570 ;  on  a  Bank  of  the  United  States,  295. 

Bribery.— See  Indem^  voL  1. 

Brigadier  Generals  additional,— In  the  House  the  bill  t* 
aathorize  the  President  to  appoint  additional  brigadier 
generals  oonsidered,  651 ;  if  these  officers  are  intended 
to  command  the  militia  the  bill  should  not  pass,  651 ; 
Governors  of  States  better  acquainted  with  qualifloa- 
tions  ot  the  militia  officers  than  the  President,  651; 
what  spirit  can  be  in  the  people  to  submit  to  this?  561 ; 
no  necessity  of  more  generals  for  the  regulars,  651 ;  if 
this  bill  passes  our  government  will  be  as  bad  as  that  of 
Great  Britain  before  the  revolution,  551. 

BxiGHAM,  Bluab,  Bcpresentative  from  Massachusetts,  4M^ 
677 ;  on  roles  and  orders  of  the  House,  471 ;  on  imposing 
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•ddlUoaal  duties,  641;  on  an  additional  military  force, 

BHUth  IniriffU68.—Mw8aige  from  the  President  to  Con- 
greaa,  with  certain  documents,  shoving  that  through 
the  British  Minister  a  secret  agent  was  employed  in  cer- 
tain of  the  States,  fomenting  disaffection  to  the  anthori- 
tles,  and  in  intrigues  to  the  disaffected,  606;  letter  of 
Mr.  Henry  to  Mr.  Monroe,  with  the  documents,  506 ; 
letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Governor  of  the  British 
proYinces  to  Mr.  Henry,  employing  him  as  a  secret 
agent,  606;  letter  of  general  insteuctions  to  Henry  by 
his  employer,  607 ;  credential  of  Henry,  607;  answer  to 
the  Secretary  accepting  the  employment,  607 ;  answer 

•  *  to  the  letter  of  instructions,  508 ;  letters  of  Henry  to  the 
Governor  General,  from* Burlington,  Windsor,  Amherst, 
and  Boston  and  Montreal,  618 ;  letter  of  Mr.  Henry  to 
Mr.  Peel,  with  a  memorial  to  Lord  Liverpool,  for  com- 
pensation for  services  rendered,  514;  letter  of  Mr.  Peel, 
containing  the  answer  to  the  memorial,  614;  report  of 
Secretary  of  Stote,  relative  to  persons  connected  with 
Henry,  516. 

Motion  to  print,  616;  protest  against  attributing  the 
sentiments  expressed  in  these  letters  as  belonging  to  the 
Federalists,  to  citizens  of  Connecticnt,  615 ;  no  oonfl- 
dence  in  the  statements,  516;  a  Ml  investigation  ought 
to  be  had,  616;  the  papers  are  honorable  testimony  in 
favor  of  the  eastern  section  of  tho  Union,  616;  what  la 
the  &ct,  616;  serious  consideration  should  be  given  be- 
fore such  gross  abuse  of  any  section  is  published,  617 ; 
papers  calculated  merely  to  put  the  people  on  their 
guard  against  emissaries,  617;  they  show  the  deep  hos- 
tility of  this  foreign  power  to  our  government,  617 ; 
British  Ministers  have  at  som^  periods  of  their  lives 
been  employed  on  such  business,  617;  extracts  from  let- 
ters of  Mr.  Erskine,  517;  a  division  of  the  Union  is  not 
a  new  subject,  618;  these  documents  will  exhibit  to  the 
American  people  what  sort  of  a  nation  we  have  to  deal 
with,  618;  is  the  information  usefiil  to  us,  618;  the  sub- 
ject should  be  followed  up  with  a  tail  and  prompt  ex- 
amination, 618;  no  difference  of  opinion  in  supporting 
the  integrity  of  the  Union,  519;  motion  to  print  agreed 
to,  619;  Mr.  Henry  has  done  service  to  this  country  by 
this  communication,  and  ought  to  be  protected,  619; 
questlop  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  relations, 
with  authority  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  619;  let- 
ter from  the  British  Minister  disclaiming  all  knowledge 
of  John  Henry's  asserted  mission,  628;  report  fh>m  the 
conmiittee  on  foreign  relations  relative  to  these  disclos- 
ures, 624;  natSt  62& 

BHUak  MinMer,  conduct  <;/;  In  the  Senate,  resolutions 
relative  to,  reported,  169;  bill  relating  to  privileges  of 
foreign  ministers  also  reported,  169;  resolutions  approv- 
ing the  conduct  of  the  Executive,  in  refusing  to  hold 
any  forther  communication  with  Mr.  Jackson,  consid- 
ered, 169;  peculiarities  of  our  Government,  170;  the  re- 
foial  of  the  Executive  may  lead  to  war,  yet  Congress 
alone  has  power  to  declare  war,  170 ;  Congress  should 
express  its  opinion  on  the  act  of  the  Executive,  170 ; 
this  is  due  to  the  people,  170 ;  it  is  due  to  the  Executive, 
170 ;  will  the  President  have  the  co-operation  of  Con- 
gress ?  170 ;  it  is  of  national  importance  that  the  will  of 
Congress  should  be  expressed,  171 ;  would  the  conduct 
of  Great  Britain  be  very  different  under  these  different 
conditions  of  the  people  and^the  government,  171;  did 
any  people  ever  gain  anything  by  dissensions  f  171; 
Mever  wrong  to  Join  the  standard  of  your  country  In  a 
war  with  foreign  nations,  171 ;  are  the  liicts  stated  in  the 
resolution  supported  by  the  correspondence  f  ITS ;  letter 
<Kf  MXi  Jackson,  179;  what  does  U  amount  to ?  179;  tho 


insult  Is  gross  and  outrageous,  ITS;  other  < 
examined,  178, 174;  Ganning'B  coorae,  174;  if  tka  tela 
are  Justified  by  the  correspondenoe,  what  caa  pcvvcat 
unanimity  on  the  preMnt  oooaston  riT5 ;  orderad  to  thM 
reading,  1T6;  passed,  176. 

In  Ma  iTovM.— An  important  paper  beadod  *Cfa««- 
lar,"  has  not  been  eommoniosted  to  Coagresi,  192;  reso- 
lution, calling  on  the  President  for  a  eopy,  199;  iliiii«tii 
of  Mr.  Canning  also  called  for,  192 ;  improper  to  csl 
upon  the  President  for  that  which  eansot  hn  nfllrlaByia 
his  posseasion,  192;  a  eopy  in  Seeretaiy'to  olBee,  192;  aa- 
tion  carried,  192;  other  papers  called  for,  19S;  *'Giiea- 
hv"  of  Mr.  Jackson,  198. 

The  first  question  involves  the  yeradty  aad  dignl^ 
of  the  American  Government,  and  the  repatattoB  af  a 
British  Envoy,  and  in  some  degree  the  Bif  tiah  Ministry, 
198;  origin  of  the  mission  fnm  Great  Britain  to  the 
United  Statea,  198 ;  what  were  the  droamstaaose  whfeh 
eharactorixed  its  progress  and  termination  ?  194;  If  sech 
were  the  drcumstanees,  does  not  the  oeeaaiOB  requfaa 
that  the  Amertean  Government  take  a  firm  aad  dtfdded 
stand  ?  196 ;  the  present  is  no  time  foe  eanadeas  crialoa- 
tion  of  our  Government,  135;  the  terms  aSsied  to  us 
are  not  honorable  and  reciprocal,  195 ;  the  resolBtieB  Is 
rendered  peculiarly  important  by  the  oecaaiea,  195; 
there  i6  more  than  a  presumption  that  Mr.  Erakiiis  Iwd 
the  power  to  enter  into  the  arrangement  be  made,  196; 
what  did  the  President  know  of  his  powers  ?  196 ;  did  he 
know  that  Mr.  Eraklne  had  not  ftail  power  f  196;  ttn 
not  his  duty  to  know  that  he  had  not  ftill  powefs  f  197. 

Motion  to  pos^ne  indefinitely  the  reaolatioii  i 
ing  the  conduct  of  the  Executive  relative  to  the  1 
Minister,  considered,  197;  the  reeolntioB 
and  pernicious,  197;  It  descends  to  a  style  of  < 
unworthy  of  the  country  and  the  dignity  of  ito  Ge««n- 
ment,  196;  it  looks  toward  war,  193;  a  reaolntioB  «f 
approbation  against  all  example  for  the  b»t  eight  yean, 
198;  some  doubts  whether  Uie  minority  were  the  ssma 
party  ss  in  former  years,  199 ;  the  right  of  approhatioa 
implies  the  right  of  disapprobation,  199;  it  la 
that  this  solemn  assembly,  representing  the  1 
people,  shall  descend  from  its  dignity  to  otter  t 
Individual  the  language  of  indignation  and  reprcttch,  19; 
this  Is  to  be  done  under  pretence  of  aaseitiag  their  rights 
and  vindicating  their  wrongs,  200 ;  it  is  no  slight  rcspoa- 
aibility  which  this  House  is  about  to  assome,  900;  a^ 
the  other  qjaestions  agiteted  in  this  debate  dwindle  iate 
insignificance,  200 ;  no  speaker  yet  has  taken  the  precas 
terms  of  the  resolution  as  the  basis  of  his  arsoment,  299; 
the  resolution  analysed,  200;  it  asserts  that  a  certaia 
idea  is  conveyed  which  is  indecorous  and  insoleiat,  299; 
what  is  this  idea?  201 ;  what  are  the  expreosiou  is 
which  it  is  conveyed  f  901 ;  parts  of  the  letter  c 
in  which  the  idea  is  conveyed,  201; 
view  of  the  subject,  202;  recapitulation,  209;  the  i 
tion  merely  respecto  the  conduct  of  the  British  Ear^. 
904;  it  is  not  an  answer  toa  message  firom  the  Plftwili  ai 
of  the  United  States,  206;  it  is  not  a  dedazatioa  of  wax. 
905;  the  correspondence  between  the  British  IGalater 
and  the  American  Secretaxy  examined,  205;  the  whde 
civilized  world  a  spectator  of  this  dlscnaaioa,  905;  tt*- 
olution  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time,  206;  aathiaiitMB 
to  show  the  oompetonqr  of  Mr.  Enklae'S  powen,  906; 
Erskint*  never  entertained  a  doubt  of  the  eompetea^  «C 
his  powers,  906;  extracts  from  hb  letten,  iOT;  the 
British  Government  could  not  disavow  the  ads  ef  in 
Minister  without  incurring  the  chaxge  of  bad  folth,  997 ; 
past  transactions  rseonaidered,  907;  this  innasiini  vfi 
fix  a  stain  on  thaAmeriean  chancier  aad  haaid  tii# 
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peaoe  aad  prospority  of  the  ooantry.  806;  ikto  of  eveiy 
eoantr/to  cherish denuigogaea,  SOS;  the  letters  of  Jaek- 
■on  do  not  oontain  the  insalt  imputed  to  them,  200;  the 
inmilt  ezunined,  900;  what  were  the  circumstances 
upon  which  the  Klnjc  Justified  his  disavowal  ?  209;  the 
want  of  authority  in  Mr.  Erskine  assigned  as  the  sole 
ground,  810 ;  letters  farther  examined,  910 ;  the  insult 
explained  away,  810;  resolution  passed,  81t 

Bbowk,  Jambs,  Senator  from  Louisiana,  578L 

Bbowv,  John,  Bepresentattve  from  Maryland,  124, 188. 

BsowH,  Obadiah,  elected  Chaplain  of  the  House,  ST. 

Bbowk,  Eobxbt,  Bepresentatlve  from  PennsylTania,  86^  184, 
187,815,484,577.    iSM  JiuIm,  to1&  8,  & 

BintwxLL,  WnxxAM  A^  BepreeentatiTC  fh>m  Ylxginia,  88, 
185, 107, 815, 484,  504;  on  an  extra  session,  108 ;  on  per- 
mitting Swedish  and  Portuguese  yessels  to  load,  187 ;  on 
the  petition  ibr  a  diTislon  of  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
141;  on  the  Batture  at  New  Orleans,  148;  on  non- 
interoouTse  with  Oreat  Britain  and  France,  155;  on 
trade  to  the  Baltic,  805;  opposes  the  postponement  of  the 
resolution  relative  to  the  apportionment  of  representa- 
tion,  884;  on  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  885;  on 
privateer  pensions,  704.    B«e  Indtn,  voL  & 

BiTTLBB,  WiLUAX,  Bcprescntative  from  South  Carolina,  187; 
makes  a  report  on  the  conduct  of  Oenoral  Wilkinson, 

84a     iSM  JlM^MB,  voL  & 


CAUioinr,  JoHK  C,  Bepresentatlve  ftt>m  South  Carolina, 
4SS,577;  on  foreign  relations,  447 ;  on  the  case  of  Na- 
thaniel Bounaavell,  689;  on  mode  of  relief  of  Caraocaa, 
588;  makes  a  report  on  foreign  relations,  554;  presents 
a  bill  declaring  war  against  Great  Britain,  554 ;  on  an 
additional  military  force,  698L 

CAUiouir,  Joseph,  Bepresentatlve  fii>m  South  Carolina,  88, 
185,187,815.    SeeJndta^yohZ. 

Campbbll,  Albxakbbb,  Senator  ttom  Ohio,  176,  850,  400. 
568. 

Campbell,  Obobob  W  ,  Bepresentatlve  from  Tennessee,  86 ; 
on  submission  to  the  late  edicts  of  England  and  France, 
48 ;  against  amendments  of  the  Senate  requiring  an  im- 
mediate arming;  Ac.,  of  public  vessels,  97 ;  on  an  extra 
session,  108 ;  Senator  ftt>m  Tennessee,  400, 566 ;  on  a  re- 
cess of  Congress,  418.    S66  Indsat,  vol.  8. 

Campbblv,  John,  Bepresentatlve  from  Biaryland,  87,  184, 
191,880.    jSm /lufeo),  vols.  8  and  8L 

Cabb,  Fbabou,  Bepresentatlve  from  Massachusetts,  677. 

Caraeo<u^  Belie/  qf.—la  the  House,  resolution  to  authorise 
the  President  to  procure  and  send  flour  for  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Caraccaa,  588 ;  better  to  suspend  the  restrictive 
system  as  to  them,  588;  why  should  party  feelings  enter 
into  this  proposition?  688;  the  amendment  proposed 
would  virtually  repeal  the  embargo,  588;  no  necessity 
to  suspend  the  embargo,  588;  other  amendments  oflfered, 
688  V  resolution  passed,  688 ;  $50,000  voted,  588. 

CeiUut  qf  the  Unions— /See  Indsat,  voL  L 

Chambbblaix,  Jomf  C,  Bepresentatlve  firom  New  Hamp- 
shire, 184, 187, 816. 

CnAMSBBLm,  WiLUAM,  Bcpresentative  from  Yermont,  184^ 
187,816.    See  Index,  ycLS, 

Champion,  Epaphboditub,  Bepresentatlve  from  Connecti- 
cut, 86, 184, 187,  815, 484,  577.    See  Indea,  voL  8. 

Cbamplik,  Chbistophbb,  Senator  fh>m  Bhode  Island,  176^ 
8501    SeeIndsiB,r6i.2. 

Chauvcbt,  Isaac,  letters  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  678, 
57& 

Ckbtbb,  LAjranov,  Bepresentatlve  from  South  Carolina, 
480^  577;  in Ibvor  of  a  nBTal  estabUthment,  477;  on  an 


additional  military  force,  697;  on  encouragement  to 
privateer  captures,  704;  reports  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
issue  of  Treasury  notes,  706 ;  on  war  taxes,  715. 

CnirrxNDBir,  Mabthv,  Bepresentatlve  from  Vermont,  86, 
184, 187,  8}6, 484,  577.    See  Indeao,  voL  & 

Clabkbon'b  History  of  Slavery  presented  to  Congress,  118. 

Clat  Hbnbt,  Senator  from  Kentucky,  177,  858 ;  on  the  bill 
relative  to  non-intercourse  with  France  and  Oreat  Brit- 
ain, 177 ;  presents  petition  of  Elisha  Winters  for  reward, 
ibr  causing  the  death  of  the  Mississippi  Blver  Pirate, 
184;  gives  notice  of  asking  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
supplementary  to  the  act  relative  to  the  punishment 
of  certain  crimes,  185;  on  the  occupation  of  Florida, 
861 ;  on  incorporating  a  Bonk  of  the  United  States,  879 ; 
reports  against  extending  the  charter  of  the  old  bonk, 
811 ;  reports  a  bill  to  enable  the  President  to  take  pos- 
session of  the  country  east  of  the  Perdido,  818;  Bepre- 
sentatlve from  Kentucky,  485, 577 ;  elected  Speaker,  first 
session,  12th  Congress,  425 ;  address,  485 ;  on  the  SUtutes 
of  Limitation,  475 ;  on  a  naval  establishment,  496 ;  offers 
an  amendment  to  the  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  Mis- 
sissippi to  ibrm  a  State  Government,  580 ;  on  the  limits 
of  Louisiana,  528 ;  in  fii  vor  of  the  bill  laying  an  embargo, 
545;  on  an  additions]  military  force,  618;  against  en- 
couragement to  privateer  captures,  706;  acknowledges 
vote  of  thanks  of  the  House,  719.    See  Indent^  vol  8. 

Olat,  Mattbbw,  Bepresentatlve  from  Virginia,  87, 185^  187, 
815, 484, 577 ;  on  an  additional  mllitaiy  fi>ro^  617.  See 
Indea^  vols.  8, 8. 

Clihtok,  Dbwttt,  voted  for  as  President,  In  1818, 574 

Clkntoh,  Gbobob,  Vice  President,  presides  in  the  Senate,  1^ 
116;  elected  Vice  President  in  1808,  27;  number  of 
votes  for,  ss  President,  27 ;  as  Vice  President,  87 ;  as 
Vice  President  gives  casting  vote  in  Senate  against  U. 
States'  Bank,  811 ;  takes  seat  in  Senate  as  Vice  Presi- 
dent, 400;  decease  o^  41t    See Indeo^  vols.  1, 8, 8L 

Cloptok,  Johk,  Bepresentatlve  from  Virginia,  86, 187, 8181, 
487 ;  on  non-intercourse  with  Great  Britain  and  France, 
118.    iSM /9M2e0,  vols.  1, 8,  & 

Cobb,  Howbll,  Bepresentatlve  from  Georgia,  185, 187, 81fl^ 
425.    Seelhdea^yoL^ 

CocDBAH,  Jambs,  Bepresentatlve  from  North  Carolina,  185, 
187, 815, 485,  5Sa 

CoLBB,  Isaac  A.,  letter  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House,  188. 
See  Indea\  voL  1, 8. 

Ood-FUkeriee,-  See  Indeaet,  voL  1. 

Coffuneree  qfthe  United  SUUee.—See  Jndem,  voL  1. 

CommUUee,  Seleetf  resolution  relative  to  formation  oi;  48ft; 
members  oi;  in  House,  426. 

OmnpeneaUon  qf  Pretideni  and  Flee  PreeideitL—See  M- 
den,  vols.  1, 2. 

CoNDiCT,  JoHV,  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  8, 118, 168, 858, 
400.    50S /i«<f«B,  vols.  8, 8. 

CoHDiT,  Lewis,  Bepresentatlve  from  New  Jersey,  434, 577. 

Coni/reeey  second  Session  of  Tenth,  8;  meeting  of  the  two 
Houses  to  count  Electoral  votes,  87 ;  adjournment  of 
second  Session  of  Tenth,  114;  first  Session  of  Eleventh, 
116 ;  third  Session  of  Eleventh  Congress,  850 ;  third  8e»- 
sion  of  Eleventh  Congress  a4)oumed,  818;  adjournment 
of  third  Session  of  Eleventh  Congress,  899 ;  commence 
ment  of  first  Session  of  Twelfth  Congress,  400;  second 
Session  of  Twelfth  meets,  566. 

Baetra  See»ion,  —  Jh  Houee,  motion  to  altar  the 
time  of  the  next  meeting  of  Congress,  101 ;  moved  to 
strike  out  May,  for  the  purpose  of  inserting  September, 
108 ;  this  Is  a  momentous  crisis,  108 ;  oonntry  in  a  situ*- 
tion  of  extreme  danger,  102 ;  Congress  should  be  con- 
stantly in  session  till  a  more  fitvorable  state  of  allhlm 
exists,  102 ;  nothing  likely  to  ooenr  to  do  away  with  tha 
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neoesBltf  of  an  extra  seasion,  102;  why  should  Congrass 
oomfl  here  at  the  time  proposed  ?  108 ;  a  new  President 
eomes  In,  who  will  desire  commnnifiation  with  onr  min- 
Isten  before  the  moeting  of  Congress,  102 ;  occarrenocs 
are  presenting  themaelres  every  day,  raqotrlng  some 
other  groond  to  be  taken,  102 ;  a  total  abandonment  of 
the  ooeaa  will  be  submission,  102 ;  are  we  to  renew  ne- 
gotiation, when  every  circumstance  manifests  that  it 
wonld  be  useless  ?  102 ;  the  present  suspension  of  com- 
merce and  discontents  at  home,  are  sufficient  reasons  for 
cdling  Congress  earlier  than  December,  108 ;  new  Ad- 
ministration should  meet  Congress  as  early  as  possible, 
108;  war  the  only  means  to  secure  the  interest  and 
honor  of  the  nation,  108 ;  reasons  that  Congress  should 
meet  in  Biay,  108 ;  is  the  nation  to  be  saved  by  long 
speeches?  108;  forty-eight  hours  sufficient  to  pass  all 
laws  for  the  present  crisis,  108;  an  early  session  will 
oontilbate  to  tranquillize  the  minds  of  the  people,  108 ; 
if  peace  is  attainable,  we  must  have  it ;  If  not,  then  war, 
108 ;  nooeasary  to  change  our  situation  prcvions  to  next 
meeting  of  Congress,  108;  reason  of  the  fear  in  Great 
Britain  that  Parliament  would  not  meet  pften  enough, 
204;  Congress  do  more  good  by  staying  away,  104; 
leave  an  extra  session  to  the  Executive,  104 ;  motion  to 
atrike  out  lost,  104;  bill  passed,  104. 

In  ih0  Senate^  resolution  offered  for  a  recess  flrom  the 
29th  of  April,  412 ;  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  412 ;  moved 
to  fiU  the  blank  with  **  4th  Monday  in  June,'*  412 ;  suf- 
ficiently early  to  take  measures  in  consequence  of  the 
expiration  of  the  embargo,  412 ;  a  long  time  would  ac- 
commodate better  than  a  short  time,  412 ;  effect  on  the 
public  mind  the  same,  412 ;  the  question  should  not  be 
decided  on  the  mere  ground  of  personal  convenience, 
412 ;  an  adjournment  for  any  length  of  time,  like  desert- 
ing our  posts,  412;  not  deserting  our  posts,  418;  by 
staying  here,  Congress  cannot  expedite  the  measures 
ordered,  418;  eighth  of  June  adopted,  418;  resolution 
passed,  41& 

€bmi«eUoui,  vote  for  President,  in  1808,  27;  in  1812, 578, 
Til.    /S^  7n<f«0,  vols.  1, 2, 8. 

O^nttUuHon  and  Ouerriere,  letter  f^om  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  on  the  action  between,  608;  bill  to  compensate 
the  officers  and  crew  of  Constitution  fHgate,  700 ;  con- 
sidered, 700, 710;  bill  to  compensate  officers  and  crew 
oii^  considered,  717,  710. 

CkmtetUd  EUetUms.—B€6  Indeaa^  vols.  1, 8. 

C&nmfif  Sp9Um.—Ia  the  House,  bill  reported  to  employ  pub- 
lic armed  vessels  to  convoy  the  lawful  commerce  of  the 
United  SUtes,  225;  moved  to  discharge  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  226 ;  embraces  two  important  principles 
not  to  be  discussed  in  committee,  226 ;  motion  lost,  22& 

OooK,  Obobasd,  Bepresentative  from  Msasachnsetts,  86^  141, 
852 ;  in  flsvor  of  an  immediate  arming  of  the  public  ves- 
sels, 97, 98 ;  on  additional  duties  on  English  and  French 
goods,  109.    jSm /fM2«B,  vol.  a 

Cooks,  Thomab  B.,  Bepresentative  from  New  York,  424 
580. 

Cox,  Jajos,  Bepresentative  itom  New  Jersey,  124, 187. 

Ceaio,  Sir  J.  H.,  his  instructions  to  John  Henry,  507. 

CnAWFOED,  W11.1.IAM,  Bepresentative  from  Pennsylvania, 
124, 187,  815,  424,  577. 

CsAWFOsn,  William  H.,  Senator  firom  Oeorgia,  8, 121, 168, 
250, 400, 566 ;  on  the  repeal  of  the  embargo  act,  11 ;  on 
inoorporatittg  a  Bank  of  the  United  States,  266,  805 ;  on 
an  increase  of  the  navy,  407 ;  elected  President  pro  tern. 
<3i  the  Senate,  409 ;  presides  in  the  Senate  as  President 
pro  tem.^  566.    <Sm  Indern^  voL  8. 

O118T,  Henbt,  Bepresentative  from  Kentucky,  125, 188. 

Oaxitwo,  Mr.,  extract  from  speech  tO,  in  Parliament,  120. 


OttbOf  emigrants  from.— In  Senate,  reoolotloB  relative  to^ 
offered,  121 ;  referred,  122 ;  ftnther  reaolntloB,  Itt. 

In  ths  iKMM«.— Bin  relative  to  the  remiaaion  of  eertria 
penalties  considered,  168;  the  bill,  168 ;  opinion  of  Goat 
of  South  Carolina,  168 ;  the  former  act  on  the  fmperta- 
tion  of  slaves,  168;  present  case  direetly  violates  that 
law,  168;  what  reason  for  enacting  this  law«  if  the  prin- 
clples  of  the  law  of  1807  were  correct?  164;  thk  ka 
case  of  a  peculiar  nature,  attended  with  singular  cfaram- 
stances,  164 ;  the  laws  of  South  Carolina  forbid  hiia^ 
those  persons  into  the  State,  164 ;  the  persons  brfagiBg 
•  them,  must  give  security  to  have  them  carried  oat, 
which  could  not  be  done  under  the  non-intereooxte  law, 
164 ;  slaves  brought  to  New  Orleans,  164 ;  the  objecte  ef 
this  bill  do  not  appear  on  the  &oe  of  it,  164 ;  bIB  paaHd, 
165. 

CuLPEPXB,  JoHir,  Bepresentative  from  North  GarDliBa,  H 
See  Indea\  voL  8l 

Cumberland  Road^  report  on,  58QL    See  Indem^relL  & 

Cvbhuto,  T.  H.,  A^jnUnt-General,  letter  o^  712. 

Cdtib,  ChaxuS)  Senator  from  New  Hjuapahlre,  m,  4ik 
566. 

Cvrrs,  BicuABD,  Bepresentative  fit>m  llaawarhnwetta,  91, 
124^  187, 815, 577 ;  moves  to  strike  oot  *"  aoventy-lfNin,'' 
and  insert"  frigates,*' 606u    iSte  iiMtac,  toU.  8. 81 


Daxa,  SAmnsL  W.,  Bepresentative  from  Cbnneeticot,  U, 
124, 187;  on  necessity  of  additional  revenue  cntten,  41; 
on  the  immediate  arming  of  the  public  veasela,  98 ;  on  a 
vote  of  afkprobation  of  the  conduct  of  the  Exeealive, 
128;  on  prosecutions  for  libd,  184;  on  ameodment  ta^ 
187 ;  on  non-interoourse  with  Great  Britain  and  Fxanee, 
152, 161 ;  on  an  inveatigation  of  the  Navigation  La«^ 
188;  on  the  call  on  the  President  for  papers,  19S;  oa 
the  torpedo  experiment,  218, 220 ;  on  the  loan  bill,  227; 
on  reform  in  the  expense  of  the  Navy,  380 ;  on  rcdnctka 
of  the  Navy,  248;  Senator  from  C<»nnectacot,  SA,  169, 
570.    iS^ /luf  SOS,  vols.  2, 8. 

Datxmpobt,  John,  jr.,  Bepresentative  from  Connectkct. 
86, 124, 187, 815, 424^  577 ;  on  the  proceedings  on  eoutr 
ing  the  electoral  votes,  105.    ^See  Indest,  vols.  %  8L 

Davixbs,  Jossra  Haxiltox,  nate^  4S&,  , 

DAvn^  BoosB,  Bepresentative  from  Pennsylvania,  494, 6«1L 

Dawboh,  JoHif,  Bepresentative  from  Yiiginia,  86^  125, 1S7, 
816, 424^  677 ;  moves  to  refer  the  letter  of  Bob^  Fahn, 
214;  reports  on,  214;  support^  petitioM  of  EOxahea 
Hamilton,  215;  on  the  ratio  of  representation,  482;  en 
foreign  relations,  452;  on  the  bnraing  of  Bichmoad 
Theatre,  474;  on  the  petition  of  Urauline  Nuns  ex  New 
Orleans,  476;  on  the  limits  of  Louisiana,  528;  ofliena 
resolution  of  honor  to  officers  and  seamen  of  the  Ooaati- 
tntion,  for  the  capture  of  the  Ouerriere,  57S ;  on  cia»po- 
aation  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  frigate  Goaatita- 
tion,709.    S0eJ9Ml«B,yo]&2,& 

DBAim,  JoeiAH,  Bepresentative  Jhm  MaaaarhBaetta.».  Sm 
Indeaot  voL  8. 

I>ebatee,  reporting  of. —See  Indes\  vol.  %, 

DxcATirs,  Stbphkv,  Us  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  ISavy 
608. 

D^fenei^  Meaeuree  againet  Great  Sritain^  mnderJUim 
Adame,—See  Indea^  vol  2. 

DOoMore,  vote  for  President,  in  1808, 27;  In  1812^  571,  TIL 
iS0e/iufen,vols.l,2,& 

DelegaUe  from  TerrUoriee,—See  Indeae^  vdL  1, 

D»HA,  JosxPH,  Bepresentative  from  Kentucky,  St,  125, 137, 
815, 425, 577;  on  submission  to  the  late  edSeta  ei  Eng- 
land and  France,  60;  on  Foreign  Be]attom,4S0;  esaa 
additional  miUtazy  Ame^  696L    iSiw  Jtatfao^  t«Il  H 
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PiNtiiooEf  Samvkl,  R«presentatiT6  from  New  Hampshire, 
424,  5n. 

IXploiiMtie  InUrcour86.Ses  IndecB^  toI.  3. 

DioorcM  In  the  District  of  Golambia,  report  on,  609^  /Sm 
InJtXy  vol.  8. 

DcNN,  Tbohas,  elected  doorkeeper  of  the  House,  126 ;  elect- 
ed sergeaut-at-arms  to  the  Honse,  429. 

DixaRELL,  Dakibl  M.,  Representative  from  New  Hampshire, 
86;  in  fiivor  of  Immediate  arming  of  the  public  vessels, 
100;  on  an  extra  seasion,  108.    Set  Indeae,  voL  8. 

Duties  on  Import*.— In  Senate,  bill  for  imposing  additional 
duties  read  the  third  time,  81 ;  motion  to  postpone  to  a 
distant  day,  81 ;  the  subject  is  a  commercial  one  exceed*' 
Ingly  important,  81;  the  bill  can  be  advocated  only 
upon  the  ground  that  a  war  is  about  to  ensue,  and  to 
prepare  the  public  treasury  to  sustain  its  pioseeutlon,  88  ; 
but  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  is  expected  or  ne- 
cessary, 88 ;  Qallatih's  reports,  82 ;  the  measure  will  also 
be  both  unequal  and  uiOust,  82 ;  the  new  duty  will  ope- 
rate as  a  bounty  to  forestallers  and  speculators,  82 ;  bill 
passed,  82. 

In  the  ITouse.— The  bill  to  impose  additional  duties 
considered,  107 ;  motion  to  confine  Increased  duties  to 
goods  of  England  and  France,  109  ;  motion  lost,  bill 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  109. 

Man^f(^cture9,  I>omeeUe.—ln  the  House,  resolution  to 
lay  an  additional  duty  on  coarse  hemp  and  flax  consider- 
ed, 428 ;  cotton  added,  488 ;  the  proposition  should  include 
all  the  domestic  manulkctares  of  the  country,  488;  the 
present  a  fhvorable  time  to  adopt  some  measures  to  en- 
courage and  support  domestic  mannikctures,  ^8 ;  merely 
a  proposition  to  instruct  a  committee,  428 ;  laid  on  the 
table,  42S;  taken  up,  481;  amendment  laying  a  duty  on 
salt  moved,  481 ;  irregular  manner  of  proceeding,  481; 
farther  debate  on  the  practice  of  the  House,  481 ;  ill- 
timed  to  tax  an  article  when  it  may  be  very  difficult  to 
pnwure  it,  481 ;  why  this  great  cry  about  domestic  man- 
oiketures?  482;  what  will  be  the  effect  of  taking  salt, 
489. 

Jn  the  TTovse.— Engrossed  bin  hi>  Ing  additional  duties, 
538 ;  the  creation  of  a  public  debt  ought  to  be  aocompa- 
iilvd  with  the  means  of  its  extinguishment,  088;  this  is 
the  true  secret  of  rendering  public  credit  immortal, 
088 ;  it  is  surprising  to  learn  that  doubling  the  duties  is 
the  only  means  to  be  provided  for  this  purpose,  088 ; 
this  will  be  a  most  unpopular  tax,  089;  it  is  an  ui^ust 
measure,  089;  what  will  be  the  consequence  of  passing 
the  bill  ?  589 ;  great  changes  have  taken  place  since  the 
adoption  of  the  present  tarili;  040;  three  purposes  in- 
tended to  be  furthered  by  duties  on  imported  morehan- 
dise,  540;  the  objections  to  the  bill  are  palpable  and 
obvious,  540;  Its  tendency  to  promote  smuggling,  541; 
the  unfortunate  policy  adopted  In  1806  has  destroyed 
the  purity  and  elevation  of  commercial  morals,  541 ;  a 
reliance  on  the  Impost  as  the  means  of  supporting  the 
war  in  connection  with  an  abandonment  of  the  internal 
taxes,  teaches  that  our  Government  is  nnflt  for  the  pur- 
pose of  foreign  and  ofTensivo  war,  541 ;  the  protection 
and  regulation  of  commerce  has  become  a  prime  otject 
of  legislation,  541 ;  it  is  the  cause  of  war,  542;  this  in- 
crease of  impost  Lb  a  tax  which  will  operate  ni^nstly 
and  unequally,  542 ;  burden  on  the  people  of  the  East- 
em  States,  548;  desirable  to  recommit  the  bill  In  order 
to  learn  the  sentiments  of  the  House  on  the  repeal  or 
the  partial  suspension  of  the  present  non-importatloh 
act,  548;  if  this  act  was  suspended  and  we  had  a  trading 
and  not  a  fighting  war,  we  should  have  sufficient  reve- 
nue under  the  present  rates  of  duties,  548 ;  letter  of  the 
Beeretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  sul^eet  of  revenue  ex- 
ftinincd,  544 ;  a  very  left-handed  way  of  encouraging  the , 


manulketures  of  this  country,  518 ;  motion  to  strike  out 
the  words  **one  hundred^  before  peroentum  loot,  548. 
See  IndtoB,  vols.  1,  2,  & 
J^tUeon  Taitfia{fe.^See  IndeoR,  voL  1. 


Eaxlb,  Elxas,  Bepresontatlve  from  South  Carolina,  425, 
5T7. 

sudoral  Votee  for  iVMicfenf,  examination  and  counting 
oi;87. 

Opening  and  CowUinff.—ln  House, resolution  offered 
to  notify  the  Senate,  105;  it  la  now  proposed  that  the 
Senate  come  to  the  House,  and  that  the  Speaker  leave 
the  chair  to  make  room  for  the  President  of  another 
body,  105;  such  a  proceeding  would  derogate  from  the 
dignity  If  not  the  rights  of  this  body,  105 ;  a  respect  we 
owe  ourselves  and  the  people  never  to  sufl'er  the  privi- 
leges of  this  Houae  to  be  diminished,  105;  in  counting 
the  votes  the  House  of  Beprescntatlvesls  not  assembled 
as  a  distinct  body,  105 ;  propriety  in  this  course  because 
bty  the  oonstitution  the  Vice  President  is  to  open  the 
votes,  100 ;  moved  that  when  the  Senate  was  introdoced 
the  Speaker  relinquish  the  chair  to  him,  105;  propriety 
of  the  President  of  theSenato  presiding  at  a  Joint  meet- 
ing, 105 ;  as  regards  the  privileges  of  the  House  against 
the  claims  of  the  other,  the  ninth  part  of  a  hair  was  im- 
portant, 105 ;  the  English  Commons  obtidned  their  priv- 
ileges inch  by  inch,  105;  if  he  comes  to  this  House,  the 
President  of  the  Senate  comes  by  courtesy,  and  can  as- 
sume the  chair  only  as  a  matter  of  ibvor,  106;  the  con* 
stitntion  prescribes  the  powers  of  each  body,  and  no  fear 
of  encroachment,  106;  motion  carried,  106;  votes  count- 
ed, 106 ;  counting  of,  578, 711.    See  IndeOf  vols.  1, 8,  a 

Eleetore  qf  Preaid&nt.—See  Indeee,  voL  1. 

ExxioT,  Javes,  Beprosentative  from  Vermont,  86.  See  In- 
deBBt,  vol.  8. 

EujoT,  Jaesx  D.,  letters  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  57L 
8TB. 

Elt,  Williaje,  Bepresentative  from  Massaohusetta,  86, 194^ 
187,  815, 484, 577 ;  on  arming  and  classing  of  the  miUtIa, 
708.    SeeJndex^yolS, 

Embargo.'-la  Senate  reeolatlon  to  repeal  the  act  laying  an 
embango  ofl'ered,  5 ;  li^t  In  wUeh  it  has  been  viewed 
by  France,  5;  not  a  measure  of  hostility  or  coerelon  as 
applied  to  her,  5;  little  effeet  on  England,  5;  could 
America  expect  to  starve  her?  6;  It  was  a  fsrce,  6^  am- 
ple time  had  been  given  for  her  to  make  other  amnge- 
ments,  6;  what  accounts  have  we  from  there?  6;  they 
can  actually  purehase  provlsioBs  cheaper  now  from 
other  places  than  they  fonneriy  had  dona  fhmi  na,  6; 
turn  to  another  article  of  trade,  cotton,  6;  It  has  been 
said  a  want  of  this  article  would  dlstreos  the  British, 
manufhctunen  and  produce  damor  among  them,  and 
hence  accelerate  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  In  Coundl,  6 ; 
are  not  all  the  evil  consequences  anticipated  frvm  the 
embargo  likely  to  be  realised  ?  6 ;  Great  Britain  beooma 
the  carriers  of  the  world,  these  carriers  will  supply 
themselve^  6;  get  snppUes  of  cotton  elsewhere,  6;  this 
embargo  instead  of  operating  on  those  nations  which 
had  been  violating  our  rights,  was  fhinght  with  evila 
and  privations  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  7 ;  it 
should  be  abandoned  as  a  measure  wholly  inefficient  fbr 
the  objects  designed,  7;  some  thought  its  efflelen<7 
would  be  secured  by  adding  a  non-interoonrse  law,  7; 
this  idea  fhtlle,  7 ;  the  United  States  are  oonsnmers  of 
British  produeta,  7 ;  what  had  patriotism  really  done  ?  7 ; 
non-Intercourse  law  cannot  be  executed,  7;  party  spirit 
should  now  have  been  laid  aside,  and  all  consulted  Ibr 
the  common  good,  7;  if  the  spirit  of  commercial  speea 


Digitized  by 


Google 


780 


IN9EX. 


Utioo  haa  overcome  all  patriotiMn,  it  is  time  ior(»lgii  In- 
teroourae  abould  oeaae,  7;  the  propoaition  fbt  repeal 
hardly  merits  respect  or  serious  consideration,  8;  a  most 
important  sabjcot,  deeply  implicating,  and  perhaps  de- 
termining the  fate  of  the  commerce  and  navigation  of 
this  coantryf  8;  oar  commerce  has  unqaestlonably  been 
subject  to  great  embarrassment,  vexation,  and  plunder 
fh>m  the  belligerents  of  Europe,  8 ;  both  France  and 
England  have  violated  the  laws  of  nations,  8 ;  the  one 
professes  to  relent  at  the  inoonvenience  she  occasions 
yon,  and  the  other  in  addition  to  depredation  and  con- 
flagration, treats  you  with  the  greatest  disdain,  8;  their 
coodnct  gave  rise  to  the  emborgo,  8;  if  it  has  been 
IHX>ved  by  experience  to  be  inoperative  so  far  as  regards 
them,  and  destructive  as  respects  ourselves,  it  should  be 
repealed,  8;  the  propriety  of  this  is  now  the  question, 
8;  three  points  naturally  to  be  considered,  8;  the  secu- 
rity whleh  it  gave  to  our  navigation,  and  the  protection 
it  offered  onr  seamen,  its  effects  on  Prance  and  Great 
Britain  in  coercing  them  to  adopt  a  more  just  and  hon- 
ocable  policy  towards  us,  the  effects  it  has  and  may  pro- 
duce on  ourselves,  8;  it  has  already  answered  all  that 
can  be  expected  In  regard  to  security  to  navigation  and 
seamen,  8;  Its  longer  continuance  will  counteract  these 
objects,  8;  its  operation  is  nugatory  on  France,  9;  its 
operation  on  Great  Britain,  9;  the  subject  should  be 
taken  up  with  coolaeas,  10;  it  is  charged  that  there  is  a 
di^orttton  to  break  down  commerce,  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  manolhctares  on  its  ruins,  10;  the  charge  a 
mare  electioneering  trick,  19;  the  ground  is  taken  that 
the  embargo  has  prevented  all  our  commerce,  10;  this 
is  not  shown,  10;  operation  of  the  Decrees  of  France, 
10;  operation  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  10 ;  a  tribute  re- 
quired for  license  to  trade,  10 ;  has  the  embargo  been 
productive  of  the  eonaeqoences  expectcui  to  result  horn 
It,  11 ;  it  has  not  had  a  lUr  trial  In  oonsequonce  of  mis- 
representations, 11 ;  has  the  embargo  operated  more 
upon  the  United  States  than  on  the  European  powers, 
11;  one  object  of  the  resolution  doubtless  to  obtain  in- 
formation of  the  operation  of  the  embargo  throughout 
the  Union,  11 ;  the  sentimenta  of  the  pec^le  of  Geoigia 
on  the  subject,  IS;  effects  of  the  measure  on  ourselves, 
IS;  the  produce  of  the  lands  of  Georgia  lies  on  hand, 
IS;  it  ia  said  that  Great  Britain  will  find  some  source 
whonoe  to  obtain  the  supplies  she  has  heretitfore  got 
flrom  us,  IS ;  the  cotton  Interest  is  willing  to  run  the  risk 
of  the  continuanoe  of  the  embaigo,  12;  it  is  said  this 
measure  cannot  be  exeented,  18;  it  has  been  so  fiw  exe- 
eated  as  to  produce  a  good  effect,  12 ;  the  chaige  of  an 
Intention  to  destroy  oommerco  examined,  18;  a  disposi- 
tion to  make  this  measnre  permanent,  18;  this  measure 
intended  and  calculated  to  promote  the  Interests  of 
France,  18;  no  danger  fhun  war,  it  is  said,  except 
through  a  repeal  of  the  embargo,  18 ;  statements  in  re- 
lation to  the  present  views  of  En^^d  &vorable  to  the 
embargo  are  not  entitled  to  credit,  18;  cause  of  the 
change  in  Mr.  Canning's  language,  14;  the  Essex  reso- 
Intions,  14;  how  are  these  orders  and  decrees  to  be  bp- 
poeed  but  by  war,  except  yre  keep  without  their  reach, 
14;  attempts  to  ridicule  the  measure  exposed,  14;  it  is 
said  that  if  the  embaigo  is  repealed  we  can  cany  on  a 
aafo  and  seeore  trade  to  the  extent  of  nearly  four-fifths 
the  amount  of  our  domestic  productions,  14;  this  state- 
ment examined,  15;  if  the  embargo  had  not  been  laid, 
would  the  British  aggressions  have  stopped  with  the 
Orders  in  Oonndl,  16 ;  if  the  embargo  is  repealed,  and 
onr  Toesels  suffered  to  go  out,  it  will  expose  us,  to  new 
insults  and  aggressions,  16 ;  it  is  said  that  a  perseverance 
tn  a  measnre  opposed  to  the  interests  and  feelings  of  the  , 


people  may  lead  to  opposition  and  iAsarrectioa,  Ij;  tbii 
is  an  argument  in  isrrorem,  15;  more  lo&mitatiui 
needed  on  this  subject,  16;  hotter  if  the  pn^Oiia 
had  expressed  indignatioa  at  the  injuries  oar  Goren* 
ment  had  received,  16 ;  siCtaation  of  the  Europaa  wwU 
when  Congress  deemed  it  neeessary  to  pass  the  eaibtr- 
go,  16;  prudence  and  policy  dictated  this  measure,  17; 
the  mission  of  Mr.  Boae,  17 ;  effects  of  the  meaatxt  oa 
the  country,  18;  feelings  of  gentlemen  who  oon  po»- 
sessed  the  power  of  the  nation,  but  have  now  lust  it,  IS; 
the  outrages  of  the  belligerents  should  hare  avaktao^ 
such  indignation  as  to  suppress  these  feeUa^  util 
some  measures  could  be  devised  to  meet  the  erisa,  1»; 
the  greatest  inconvenience  perhaps  atteadiog  popdu 
governments  stated,  19;  two  objects  ooBtcmi^stAllif 
the  embaigo,  19 ;  the  first,  precautieBarr,  oi«eatiB; 
upon  ourselves,  19;  the  second,  coercive,  openoiagiqiaa 
the  aggressing  belligerents,  19;  the  fiist  euoaiderMl  ud 
explained,  19;  effects  of  the  embargo,  SO;  our  Lie  lib 
our  own  hands,  with  union  we  have  Dotting  to  fcar,SO; 
danger  of  exposing  one*6  self  to  the  chaige  of  twiof  ci> 
dor  British  influence,  81 ;  the  patrons  of  the  mkciciBti 
who  utter  these  slanders  know  better,  81;  tiu  vToap 
of  Great  Britain  to  us  intended  to  be  removed  bf  :k 
treaty,  21. 

JS^oreemen^  <^  C&e  JEmfrar^o,  bill  nakiag  fiirtbcr 
provision  for,  reported,  21 ;  sections  of  ths  bill,  21;  la 
embaigo  over  a  country  like  ours  a  pheiM>iDe&o&  ia  tbe 
dvUized  world,  21 ;  opinions  relative  to  the  embaifa,  H 
course  proposed  to  be  pursued,  82;  this  bill  bean mwki 
of  distrust  of  the  people,  entertained  by  the  GtivencMt; 
it  places  the  ooasiing  trade  nnder  ftirther  Ttxatiwa  re* 
straittts,  82 ;  particuhirs  in  which  it  is  plaeed  vain  U» 
rognUtion  of  the  Preeident,  82;  other  sectioas  iatKieh 
on  the  ordinary  concerns  of  the  great  body  of  ik  p«c* 
pie,  82 ;  the  military  may  be  employed  \fj  sgeati  aaJs 
this  bill,  88;  authority  of  the  mazshai  compateni  t»  »• 
ecute/he  laws,  28 ;  further  objections  to  the  Vul,  3;  thf 
bill  presents  temptations  for  addressing  the  popahrM- 
sibility  too  strong  to  be  resisted  by  genUcraea  i&  tk 
opposition,  28 ;  they  have  presented  its  provifioDs  b  a 
alarming  aspect,  88;  the  bill  contains  no  nev  piiotipk 
every  provision  is  Juatifted  by  precedents  la  pre-ai* 
ing  lawa,  24;  it  is  said  the  embargo  is  a  penoutt 
measure,  and  its  effects  ruinous  at  home  sad  iaeft^&al 
abroad,  24;  it  is  said  the  public  oooneOs  an  piesiiag  a 
to  measures  pregnant  with  most  alarmiog  resolia,  H; 
the  great  principle  of  objection,  it  is  said,  consists  ia  ibi 
transfer  of  legislative  powers  to  the  £xeeotir«  Depa.'V 
ment,  84;  otijjections  to  the  provtsioas  of  the  bOl  reiip 
tive  to  the  coasting  trade,  examined,  85;  povsrpaiW 
to  the  President  over  the  anilitary  force  b  preriou  acti 
of  the  LegiaUture,  86 ;  passage  of  the  bill,  86. 

In  th6  ZToiMS.— Many  resolutions  have  been  $ul»a»itlrt 
on  the  subject  of  foreign  relations  uid  the  embaiTS^d; 
surprising  to  see  so  many  resolutions  and  nona  eostna- 
platlng  its  continuance,  40;  where  la  that  •pint  ^i^ 
separated  ns  trom  Great  Britain  f  40 ;  Just  ai  oar  mm- 
ore  of  last  year  is  beginning  to  operate  we  are  oS^d 
upon  to  repeal,  40 ;  what  is  the  purport  of  Ib^  pr«^ 
mation  issued  by  one  of  the  belligerents?  41;  R«ii- 
tions  offered  to  exclude  vessels  of  belligercats  h^fisf 
force  decrees  or  orders  violating  the  lavfol  aaaatm 
of  the  United  States;  also  Imports  fhwn  sod  ?*»»«• 
and  also  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  smea<liag  i^ 
embargo  act,  41 ;  it  is  time  for  those  who  thlak  lli«  em- 
baigo a  lawftil  and  proper  measure,  to  come  fonrarf  t^ 
declare  it,  41 ;  neither  of  the  powera  of  fiurope  to*» 
shown  any  disposition  to  relax,  neither  akooid  ^0: 
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only  three  tlternatlTee  we  open  to  ne— war,  embargo, 
or  sabmlflsioii,  41;  the  last  oat  of  the  qaeatlon,  41; 
aball  It  be  war  or  embargo*  41;  let  that  bo  adopted 
which  will  beat  maintain  oar  rights  and  independence, 
41;  the  embargo  does  not  oaoM  the  pretsoro  on  the 
people,  41 ;  pnbUo  opinion  in  the  Northern  part  of  the 
Union  reqnlrea  the  embargo  to  be  raised,  41 ;  let  the  de- 
bate go  on,  41 ;  lint  and  second  reaolations  agreed  to,  4S. 
Embargo,  remporofy.— Bin  for,  passed  in  the  Sen- 
ate, 410.  In  the  Honse,  message  received  from  the 
President  relattve  to  laying  an  embargo  for  sixty  days, 
M4;  bill  reported,  read  twloe,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  644;  moved  to  strike  ont  sixty, 
and  insert  one  hundred  and  twenty  days,  544;  the  time 
win  be  maeh  too  short  for  the  whole  amoant  of  Amer- 
ican property  abroad  to  retam,  644;  motion  lost,  644; 
is  this  to  be  considered  ss  a  peace  or  war  measnre? 
644;  it  is  understood  to  be  a  war  measure,  and  it  is 
Intended  it  shaU  lead  direetty  to  it,  644;  objections 
to  parts  of  the  bill,  644 ;  drafted  aceoidlng  to  the  wish- 
es of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  644;  if  it  is  a  pre- 
eonor  to  war  what  is  the  situation  of  our  fortresses 
and  of  the  country  generally?  646;  none  can  qnes- 
tkm  the  propriety  of  the  proposition,  646 ;  are  we  now 
to  cover  ourselves  with  shame  and  indelible  disgrace 
by  retreating  fkx>m  the  measures  and  grounds  we  have 
taken?  646;  the  conduct  of  France  may  be  a  sab- 
Jeet  of  fhtare  consideration,  646;  no  difficulty  or  terror 
la  the  war  except  what  arises  from  novelty,  646;  a 
Bouree  of  pride  that  the  Executive  has  recommended 
tUs  measure,  646 ;  this  is  not  a  measure  of  the  Exeon- 
tlve,  but  is  engendered  by  an  Intense  excitement  upon 
the  Executive,  646;  the  people  of  the  country  will  con- 
sider it  a  snbterfrige  for  war,  646 ;  at  the  end  of  sixty 
days  we  shall  not  have  war,  beoaase  the  Exeoutlvo  dare 
not  plange  us  in  war,  646 ;  are  we  prepared  to  assail  the 
enemy  or  repel  her  attacks  ?  646 ;  motion  to  strike  out  first 
section  lost,  646;  the  President  does  not  mean  war,  646; 
unless  Great  Britain  relents  we  must  make  war,  says 
the  President,  646;  we  should  not  go  to  war  unprepared, 
64< ;  what  occurred  In  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Bela- 
tions,  546;  if  yoa  mean  war,  if  the  spirit  of  the  country 
is  np  to  it,  why  have  you  spent  live  months  in  idle  de- 
1)ate?646;  not  possible  to  commence  war  with  safety 
within  four  months,  646;  warning  of  the  danger  and 
ndn  which  threaten  our  defonoeless  cities  and  towns, 
647 ;  the  Intelligent  part  of  the  oonmianlty  are  against 
war,  647;  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing, 647;  moved  to  read  third  time  to-morrow,  547; 
policy  on  the  part  of  the  minority  should  dictate  this 
Indulgence,  647 ;  the  minority  has  acted  with  more  pro- 
priety than  was  ever  known,  647 ;  other  reason  for  de- 
lay, 547 ;  motion  lost,  647 ;  biU  passed,  647. 

Bill  returned  to  the  House  with  amendments  by  the 
Senate,  648;  moved  to  postpone  indefinitely,  648 ;  It  Is 
a  pure,  nnsophistieated,  reinstated  embargo,  648;  the 
same  power  which  originates  can  continae  this  oppres- 
sive measure,  648 ;  It  Is  not  an  embargo  preparatory  to 
war,  but  an  embargo  as  a  substitute  for  war,  548;  this 
point  examined,  648 ;  Heaven  help  our  merchants  from 
an  embargo  protection,  648 ;  an  express  was  sent  off  on 
the  day  preceding  the  Message,  649;  is  this  measure  ex- 
pedient, and  can  it  be  execated  ?  649 ;  this  House  should 
desist  fh>m  the  dangerous  course  they  are  pursuing, 
660 ;  views  of  Great  Britain,  660;  motion  to  pos^ne^ 
660 ;  main  question  ordered,  600.  iSss  Jndea\  voL  & 
Smotx,  Jaus,  Bepresentative  from  N.  Y.,  194^  187, 816, 4S4, 
577;  on  Mlranda*s  expedition,  148 ;  on  commercial  in- 
tereoorse,  868 ;  presents  petition  of  merchants  of  New 
York,  488 ;  on  an  additional  military  force,  M8L 
V<H*  IV.— 47 


Efpm,  Jomr  W.,  Bepresentative  finom  Yirglnia,  87, 196, 187. 
816;  on  the  resolution  calling  on  the  President  for  pa- 
pers, 198;  on  the  convoy  system,  fiS6;  on  commercial 
Intercourse  with  IVance  and  Great  Britain,  860.  B«e 
/iMta\  voL& 

EvAira,  OuvxB,  daim  for  different  applicatloDs  of  steam- 
power,  401 

Eteeuttve  D^partmttUt.'^Sts  /iMlsas,  voL  1. 

BBopairiatUm,—Be6  Indta^  voL  %. 

EaoptndUur^  qf  PvMio  Jfonsy.^In  the  House,  a  reaohi* 
tlon  to  appoint  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expendi- 
ture of  public  money,  489;  the  result  of  a  former  In- 
quiry, 489;  how  do  pursers  in  the  Navy  receive  their 
ftoney?  489;  extract  from  a  letter,  489;  the  abuses 
should  cesse,  489 ;  resolution  sgreed  to,  480l 

JRBira  iStosiofi.— BiU  to  alter  the  time  of  the  meetiag  of 
Congress  considered,  717.   auCkmqr^uL, 


Fti^ralJh^dQ^  amendment  of  the  constitution  to  secure 
the  removal  0^  68a  <8m /fufeo^  voL  8,  ^msfuZfiMfifs  y 
UuOonamMan, 

FiXDLAT,  William,  Bepresentative  from  Pennsylvania,  80, 
184, 187, 816, 484, 677;  on  a  vote  of  q>probatloa  of  the 
conduct  of  the  Executive,  188 ;  on  foreign  rdattona, 
464.    As /fklee,  vols.  1, 8,  & 

Fbk,  Jajob,  Bepresentative  firom  Yermont,  80,  816,  tt4^ 
677 ;  on  non-intercourse  with  Great  Britain  and  France, 
168 ;  on  the  Torpedo  experiment,  880, 881 ;  offers  a  res- 
olution relative  to  the  apportionment  of  representatloB, 
988 ;  opposes  postponement  of  the  resolution  relatlTe  to 
the  apportionment  of  representation,  984 ;  on  the  ratio  of 
representation,  818 ;  on  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
888 ;  sgainst  a  naval  establishment,  604 ;  on  the  pay  of  the 
army,  687 ;  on  amendments  to  the  naturalisation  law,  604. 

Fox,  JoKATHAir,  Bepresentative  firom  Now  York,  194)  187, 

81&     iSsS /fMtSB,  VOL  & 

FrroH,  Asa,  Bepresentative  lW>m  New  York,  434, 677. 

Flag  of  Ms  UfvUed  Slate:Se«  IndeBO,  vol.  1. 

Florida,  West,  oeeupation  ^— In  the  Senate,  bill  to  extend 
the  laws  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  over  West  Florids, 
reported,  959 ;  debate  on  its  passsge,  968 ;  the  first  im- 
portant question  Is  whether  the  United  States  have  a 
good  titio  to  the  territory,  968 ;  what  were  the  limits  of 
Louisiana  before  the  treaty  and  osssion  of  1709^  between 
Frsnce,  Spsln,  snd  Great  Britain  ?  968 ;  the  treaty  of 
cession  between  the  United  States  and  France  examined, 
958 ;  the  expediency  of  taking  possession  of  this  terri- 
tory cannot  be  doubted,  854 ;  other  grounds  upon  which 
this  bill  might  be  supported,  entirely  Independent  of  the 
cession,  956 ;  state  of  the  Spanish  colonies  In  relatton  to 
the  Spanish  Government,  955 ;  this  bill  may  be  Justlfled 
Independent  of  title  by  the  law  of  self-preservation, 
956 ;  this  bill  contains  two  important  provisions,  it  In- 
corporates with  the  territory  of  Orlesns  the  province 
of  West  Florida,  and  it  extends  to  that  province  the 
laws  now  in  force  in  the  Territory,  955 ;  two  questlona 
naturally  involved,  1st,  hss  the  United  States  a  good 
title  ?  9d,  is  it  expedient  ?  960 ;  authority  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  direct  a  forcible  occupation  of  the  Territory  a 
preliminary  question,  966 ;  has  not  this  prodamatioB 
trsnsoended  the  limits  of  the  Presidents  power  ?  966 ; 
what  Is  the  nature  and  import  of  this  proclamation  T 
956 ;  it  is  not  only  war,  but  an  act  of  legislatton  too, 
966 ;  new  power  conferred  by  acts  of  Congress,  967 ; 
not  a  shadow  of  authority  exists,  957 ;  title  cTamlned, 
957 ;  as  founded  on  the  doctrines  of  estoppel  and  ocen- 
pancy,957;  title  of  France,  958. 

An  Instrument  thus  obtained  not  obligatory,.  968  v 
tttte  derived  under  the  Treaty  of  Bi  ndefonao»908; 
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Muue  of  the  war  of  176«,  258 ;  Its  results,  858 ;  remarlu 
OB  the  avidenoM  and  fkcts  relatiTe  to  title,  900 ;  our 
title  indispatable  against  both  France  and  Spain, 
Ml  ;■  the  treachery  hy  which  the  King  of  Bpain  is  al- 
leged to  have  lost  his  crown,  261 ;  oar  title  to  West 
Florida  examined,  and  the  propriety  of  the  recent  meas- 
ures for  the  oocnpation  of  it,  261 ;  oar  title  depends  on 
the  limits  of  the  proTince  of  Looisiana,  and  a  Just  expo- 
sition of  treaties,  261 ;  to  determine  this,  it  Is  only  ne- 
oessazy  to  fix  the  eastern  boandaiy,  261 ;  the  province 
of  Louisiana  comprised  West  Florida  preyioQs  to  1762, 
262;  what  was  then  done?  262';  what,  then,  is  the  trne 
eonstniction  of  the  treaties  of  Bt  Ildefonso  and  of  April, 
1808 1 262 ;  is  the  proclamation  an  aathorized  measftre  of 
war  and  legislation  ?  examined,  268 ;  had  the  President 
Ikiled  tc  embrace  the  opportunity  he  woold  hare 
been  criminally  inattentiye  to  the  dearest  intentts  of 
his  oonntry,  264 

ItoricUu^  occupaHcn  ^  an  act  to  rathorize,  422 ;  post- 
poned, 428;  resolatloQ  relative  to,  561. 

FMda^  pwrehate  qf,—S6e  IncUm^  toL  & 

rar^lifn  MinMsn,  dbtue  qf  PrivUeffe^.-^See  Indsa^  toL  & 

Jbri^^  jBetoMMM.— In  Hoose,  reaolatlon  that  the  United 
States  cannot,  without  a  saeilfloe  of  their  rights,  honor, 
and  independence,  submit  to  the  late  edicts  of  Great 
Britain  and  France,  considered,  48;  the  resolution  too 
dear  to  need  demonstration  48 ;  the  committee  be- 
lieved there  could  be  no  di ITerence  of  ofdnion  on  the 
subject  of  the  resolution,  although  there  might  be  on 
tile  mode  of  resistance,  therefore  it  was  presented,  48; 
Bot  necessary  to  show  that  the  decrees  of  France  and 
orders  of  Great  Britain  were  an  assumption  of  power  to 
give  Uws  to  this  country  in  direct  violation  of  our  neu- 
tnl  rights,  48;  the  real  question  is,  shall  we  govern  our- 
selves or  be  controlled  by  the  will  of  others  ?  40;  upon 
our  oilBr  to/emove  the  embargo  if  either  party  would 
rescind,  no  heed  has  been  given,  40 ;  the  proposition  now 
offered  unexceptionable^  40;  the  ooune  advocated  in  the 
report  of  the  committee  is  loathsome,  40;  the  reso- 
lution otfers  a  solemn  pledge  to  the  naticnx  that  the 
present  system  of  public  measures  shall  be  totally  aban- 
doned, 40;  adopt  it  and  there  Is  an  end  of  the  policy  of 
deserting  our  rights  under  the  pretence  of  maintaining 
tfaem,  40 ;  the  terms  <tf  the  resolution  contain  an  asser- 
tiOB  and  a  pledge,  40;  none  need  have  dlfllculty  in 
fcrewing  their  courage  up  to  the  assertion,  60;  the 
pledge  Is  a  glorious  one,  60;  what  is  submission  and 
what  does  the  pledge  not  te  submit  imply,  50 ;  objects  of 
the  edicts  and  orders,  50;  tenor  of  publications  f^m  the 
East  which  are  sent  here,  60 ;  objeots  of  the  two  powers 
with  regard  to  us,  61 ;  eflforts  of  our  Minister,  51 ;  the 
ebapter  of  negotiation,  62 ;  the  conduct  of  officers  of  the 
British  navy  and  the  connivance  of  the  British  govern- 
ment, 52;  ftirt^  aggressions,  68;  the  present  an  extra- 
ordinary crisis,  54;  examination  of  the  situation  of  this 
country  in  relation  to  France  and  Great  Britain,  and 
also  the  ii^uries  and  aggressions  they  have  committed 
upon  our  neutral  rl^ts,  64;  Injuries  of  Great  Britain, 
64;  principal  injuries  committed  by  France,  55;  conse- 
quences which  result  from  this  series  of  ii^uries,  56  the 
rode  treatment  of  the  report  of  the  committee,  56 ;  how 
did  the  report  originate,  67;  not  one  of  all  the  piindpol 
positions  contained  It  which  Is  trae  in  the  sense  and  to 
the  extent  assumed  by  the  committee,  67 ;  the  alterna- 
tives of  submission,  war,  or  embargo  considered,  67 ;  what 
to  disgracefhl  submission?  68;  we  can  trade  not  only 
with  one,  but  with  both  these  belligerents  notwithstand- 
ing these  restrictive  decrees,  68;  the  other  alternative 
«f  war  with  both  to  absurd,  60 ;  ftirther  examination  of 
the  report,  60, 60;  olijeettons  ooBsldered,  6t 


A  silent  vote  om  the  propositloa  would  hare  pro- 
ducedabetter  effect  than  thto  dtocoarion,  «;  the  re- 
port seems  to  consider  the  system  reeommeBded  as  ia- 
eludlng  a  contlnuaace  of  the  embargo,  68;  the  tnb&ig» 
to  severely  fdt  by  the  eountiy  at  large,  68;  in  seme 
idaces  it  requires  all  the  exertions  of  patrioTtom  to  sap- 
port  it,  68;  memboB  have  coatended  as  to  whid  scc^ 
tlonsaireredmost,64;ittoBaid  that  thto  to  a  deladca, 
64 ;  it  to  thought  the  country  canaot  fS&d  much  as  tt 
fieeds  well,  64;  In  point  of  revenue  how  does  it  week? 
65 ;  ss  a  measure  of  finance  tt  haa  laid  the  axe  ta  the 
root,  66;  would  the  oonstltntlooal  oonvcatioB  have 
given  to  Congress  power  to  toy  aa  embargo  lor  oaeer 
two  years,  if  it  had  been  agitatedf  66;  the  charader  ef 
thto  measure  examined, 66;  It  to  said  tlie  taHmtf^  to 
evaded,  and  thus  has  not  been  so  ti^tly  draws  with  i»> 
gard  to  Great  Britain,  67;  the  eentlnnance  of  oar  bmbs- 
nree  m^  divert  trade  from  us  to  other  rhannrto,  CI;  It 
to  sdd,  the  honor  of  the  country  to  at  atakci  a  nmonl 
of  the  embaigo  would  be  submiadou  to  Orsat  Biitato, 
68;  what  tothe  nature  of  the  ilghta  in  qaeaUou,  6&. 

The  continuance  of  the  embaigo  as  an  aaiirtliiB  d 
our  rii^to  to  not  an  effident  mode  of  reatotaaee,  61;  if 
gentlemen  were  really  Americans,  they  woald  aot 
tamdy  give  up  the  hoBor  of  their  eonntiy  by  anhscitr 
ting  to  French  decrees  and  British  orden,  TO;  do  they 
mean  that  Independenoe  should  bo  imeattMl  fkeas  ai 
without  a  struggle  f  70 ;  what  are  the  reasons  why  tti 
embargo  has  not  come  fiiUy  up  to  the  oxpeetationa  of  la 
ntpporter&t  70 ;  yet  it  has  been  partienlariy  scrHeeabk 
in  many  iustanres  ?  70;  a  retrograde  atcp  at  thto  tisM 
would  mark  the  Government  with  poaQlanimity.  TV; 
effect  of  the  French  decrees,  71;  resnlta  of  tke  Britnk 
orders,  71 ;  the  House  of  SepresentatiTea  only  «f  Xay- 
land  have  passed  resdutions  agataat  tfao  embaigo,  TS ; 
the  militU  system  caosed  the  change  in  Mai^^aBd  aed 
not  the  embaigo^  72 ;  it  Is  sdd,  the  embargo  Imi  de- 
stroyed the  eonmieTce  of  the  countiy,  78 ;  the  euihaqp»  is 
a  disagreeable  thing;  but  by  swaUowIng  ft,  we  ihaa 
bring  hedth,  78 ;  some  States  have  passed  lawa  Jbr  sas- 
pendlng  exocutloBs,  78  ;  the  only  quostfon  Is,  ahdl  oe 
defend  ourselves  or  diall  we  submit?  74;  upon  thtoqnet- 
tton,  in  every  pdnt  of  view  too  d€«r  to  adnrtt  d  a 
doubt,  a  debate  has  arisen  embiadng  aO  onr  fotdga  n- 
latiotts,  75 ;  the  offer  to  suspend  the  embaigo  tows  fer  a 
tuspdnsion  of  the  Orders  in  Coundl,  has  been  ooBteap^ 
tuoudy  r^ected,  those  orders  justlfled,  and  an  ext<nnsB 
of  their  operation  threatened,  76;  in  thtocrtoia  e^eajana 
should  do  his  part,  75;  the  ortgind  ImpedtiaB ef  tti 
embaigo  wss  wise  in  a  precautionaiy  point  of  view,  O; 
after  the  operation  of  the  Orders  in  Conndl  waa  hnaoB 
Infturance  could  not  have  been  effected  at  Baltimen  te 
London  for  80  guineas  per  cent,  75 ;  mereantilo  dtotnMS 
have  been  exaggerated,  76;  the  embaigo  has  pwoumd 
us  fh>m  bloodshed,  76;  If  the  embaigo  haa  fidled  tt  to  Bi 
cause  of  triumph,  76 ;  it  to  asked  if  we  an  pnpand  t» 
violate  the  pubUc  fUth,  76;  will  submiadoa  ^kj  As 
publledobt?76;  It  to  sdd  the  embargo  Itadf  to  asba^Wsa, 
77;  It  to  the  opponents  of  the  mesaora  who  esD  it  sab- 
mlsdon,  77;  whot  in  the  United  Btataa,  are  »ost  sax- 
ious  tohave  the  embaigo  repeded  f  77 ;  ultra  fedsraBift. 
77;  the  embaigo  to  the  most  deadly  wcbimb  w«  caams 
against  Orerft  Britain,  77;  what  to  ttoe  natBraef  hsr 
wants,  and  what  her  capadty  and  nseana  ef  enpily  f  77; 
there  are  not  contained  within  theBrtttoh  onyinat 
thto  time  supplies  for  the  home  and  colonial  coBsaafdm 
78;  to  remove  the  embaigo  will  betray  a  timid,  wavet 
ing,  Indeddve  poli^,  78;  suppUea  shoold  bo  withhsd 
from  Spain  and  Portugal,  as  Great  Britain  to  mumli 
through  them,  78;  the  einbaigo  preeai  itn  thto  nattsn  to 
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peace,  wUle  it  pvesaes  those  who  ii^are  na,  78 ;  It  ahonld 
not  be  repealed  In  part,  79 ;  gire  merehanta  a  spot  as 
large  as  the  square  of  thJs  Hoose  to  go  to,  and  they 
would  carry  away  the  whole  of  our  surplus  produce,  79 ; 
the  Orders  Id  Council  originated  In  deadly  hoetillty  to 
na,  79 ;  South  Carolina  la  interested,  by  the  suspension 
of  our  trade,  in  the  artide  of  cotton  alone,  to  an  amount 
greater  than  the  whole  revenue  of  the  United  States, 
80 ;  objections  examined  and  considered,  81 ;  it  is  said 
the  embargo  should  be  remoyed  because  it  has  operated 
as  a  bounty  to  the  British  trade,  81 ;  constitutionality 
of  the  embargo  setUed,  82;  it  is  said  if  Graat  Britain, 
during  the  Bevolution,  maintained  a  war  against  the 
world,  will  she  truckle  now  ?  82 ;  deposition  of  sundry 
English  merchants  before  the  Hooae  of  Lords,  82 ;  it  la 
said  the  destruction  of  St  Domingo  has  caused  such  a 
demand  for  sugar,  that  the  cultiyation  of  cotton  in  the 
British  West  Indies  has  ceased,  88;  it  is  disgracefully 
■aid  that,  nationa  like  individuals,  should  pocket  their 
honor  for  money,  88;  why  are  we  called  upon  to  make 
the  declaration  of  this  resolution?  84;  It  is  not  expe- 
dient to  adopt  the  second  resolution,  84;  what  will  be 
the  elTeet  of  the  embargo,  if  continued,  as  respects  our- 
selves? 86;  its  pressure  la  on  the  whole  country,  and  it 
carriea  misery  throughout  the  Und,  85;  a  better  line  of 
conduct  tnr  the  United  States  to  pursue  pointed  out,  86 ; 
will  meet  of  our  property  be  taken  by  the  belligerentB 
If  the  embargo  is  removed  ?  68 ;  merchants  do  not  con- 
aider  the  risk  very  great,  86 ;  we  are  not  reduced  to  the 
dilemma  of  making  choice  out  of  any  of  the  alternatives 
recommended  by  the  committee,  88;  the  resolution  ia 
nnneeeseary  because  no  clear,  definite,  practical  results 
can  flow  from  it,  87;  it  is  said  we  are  bound  to  rote, 
whether  the  aesertion  is  true  or  fldse,  87;  it  ia  aaid  the 
resolution  is  harmless  at  the  worst,  88;  it  should  be  re- 
jected on  account  of  the  **  company  It  keeps,''  88;  we 
have  gone  on  so  long  in  error  that  it  is  not  easy  to  say 
what  should  be  done,  88;  a  retrospective  view  of  our 
aflSftira,  88,  89, 90;  it  may  be  said,  what  has  happened 
could  not  be  prevented,  91 ;  it  Is  said,  if  we  auffer  our 
commerce  to  go  on  the  ocean,  it  will  be  crippled  by 
France  or  Great  Britain,  92 ;  nothing  so  well  calculated 
to  call  out  the  resistance  and  obstinacy  of  Great  Britain, 
aa  this  measure  of  the  embargo^  92;  the  King  of  Eng- 
land dare  not  yield  to  our  embargo^  98;  the  object  d 
oar  present  legislation  should  be  to  relieve  our  country 
from  the  distresses  under  which  it  groans^  98;  reaolntioo 
divided  by  omitting  the  words  **and  France,^  94;  first 
port^paased  in  committee,  94;  second  part  passed,  94; 
reeolutlon  passed  in  the  Senate,  94;  other  resolutiona 
I»aaBed,94. 

In  the  Bbuae.— The  report  of  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations  considered,  482 ;  explanation  of  the  views 
of  the  committee,  482;  the  report  is  only  in  part,  with 
the  intention  to  follow  up  the  reeolutlons  if  adopted, 
with  ulterior  ones,  482;  committee  satisfied  that  all 
hope  of  accommodating  our  differencea  with  Gieat  Brit- 
ain by  negotiation,  muat  be  abandoned,  488;  are  the 
maritime  righta  which  Great  Britain  ia  vioktlng,  such 
as  we  ought  to  support  at  the  haiard  and  expenae  of  a 
war?  488 ;  no  proapect  of  a  speedy  repeal  of  the  Oilers 
In  CouncU,  488;  we  are  a  young  nation,  and  cherish 
some  pride  and  spiiit,  as  well  as  Justice  and  moderation, 
4lA ;  we  ought  to  go  to  war,  in  opposition  to  the  Orders 
In  Council,  488 ;  the  United  Statea  can  make  a  serious 
Impression  upon  Great  Britain,  at  sea,  even  without  a 
navy,  488;  question  taken  on  the  first  resolution  for 
filling  the  ranks  of  the  present  army,  and  carried,  484; 
question  on  the  agreement  to  the  second  resolution,  au- 
thorizing the  raising  aa  additional  regnlar  force,  484; 


are  seven  mUliona  of  Americana  to  be  protected  in  their 
lives  and  libcrtiee  by  ten  thousand  vagabonds,  who  were 
fit  food  for  gunpowder?  484;  it  would  be  necessary  to 
know  the  ulterior  views  of  the  committee,  484 ;  for  what 
purpose  are  these  troops  wanted  ?  484 ;  the  gentleman 
was  a  member  of  the  committee,  and  attendnd  Ita  ait- 
tinga,  484;  it  is  due  to  the  committee  to  explain  their 
conduct  in  the  outset,  484 ;  Bepublicans  should  remem- 
ber that  a  few  years  ago,  a  set  of  men  who  held  dUTerent 
politics,  held  the  reins  of  Government,  486;  if  your 
minds  are  resolved  on  war,  you  are  still  Bepubllcana, 
486;  what  are  we  called  upon  to  decide  ?  it  ia  whether 
we  will  reaiat  by  force  the  attempt  made  by  that  Govern- 
ment to  aubject  our  maritime  righta  to  the  capxidoua 
rule  of  her  will,  485;  war  ia  already  begun,  486;  it  U 
a  queation  of  peace  or  war,  486;  how  can  gentlemen 
calling  themselvea  Bepublicans,  advocate  such  a  war?  ' 
486 ;  those  who  opposed  the  army  are  denounced  aa  par- 
tisans of  France,  486;  in  1806,  the  committee  recom- 
mended raising  troops  owing  to  the  defenceless  condl* 
tion  of  the  frontiers;  yet,  this  report  was  considered  too 
strong  by  the  House,  487 ;  it  is  insinuated  that  the  mas- 
sacre on  the  Wabaah  waa  inatigated  by  the  Britiah  Gov- 
ernment, 487,  noU  487;  thia  war  of  conquest,  for  the 
acquisition  of  territory  and  auttfccts,  ia  to  be  a  new  com- 
mentary on  the  doctrine  that  repubUcs  arc  destitute  of 
ambition,  488;  the  war  spirit  in  gentlemen  from  the 
Sonth,  not  surprising,  488;  gentlemen  avowed  they 
would  not  go  to  war  for  the  carrying  trade,  yet  they 
stickle  for  our  commercial  righta,  and  will  go  to  war  for 
them,  486;  gratifying  to  find  the  demoralizing  and 
destructive  conaeqoencea  of  the  non-lmportatlon  law 
acknowledged,  489 ;  the  committee  haa  outatripped  the 
Executive,  489 ;  our  people  will  not  anbmit  to  be  taxed 
for  thia  war  of  conqueat  and  dominion,  489 ;  the  defence- 
leaa  atate  of  our  aeaporta,  440 ;  danger  ariaing  from  the 
black  population,  440;  the  ti^nat  and  illiberal  imputa- 
tion of  Britiah  attachments  against  certain  characters  in 
thia  country,  440 ;  ftirfher  debate  441 ;  the  expnUon  of 
the  Britiah  from  their  North  American  poaaeaaiona,  and 
granting  letters  of  marque  and  repriaal  against  Great 
Britain,  are  contemplated,  442 ;  for  the  firat  time  thera 
seema  to  be  but  one  opinion  with  the  great  m^orify  of 
thia  body,  that  war  with  Great  Britain  ia  Inevltoble,  44S; 
we  muat  now  oppose  her  fbrther  encroachments  by  war, 
or  formally  annul  the  I>eclaratlon  of  Independence,  442; 
the  O"*^'*"  French,  448 ;  why  are  they  to  be  despised  t 
448 ;  it  has  been  denied  that  British  infiuence  had  any 
agenoy  in  the  massacre  on  the  Wabash,  448 ;  our  identity 
with  the  people  and  institutions  ofGreat  Britain,  444; 
the  ties  of  religion,  bmguage,  blood,  aa  it  legarda  Great 
Britain,  are  dangerous  ties  to  thia  country,  with  her 
preaent  hootile  disposition,  444;  the  military  regular 
foroea  have  been  called  mercenaries,  446 ;  It  iaa  question 
of  war  or  submission,  445 ;  it  ia  contended  that  It  is  a 
dlapnte  about  the  carrying  trado,  446 ;  the  carrying  trads 
ia  aa  much  the  right  of  the  American  people  aa  the  car- 
rying the  prodncta  of  their  own  aoll,  and  ia  aecnred  by 
the  Britiah  treaty,  446 ;  the  maaaacre  on  the  Wabaah, 
446;  the  prindples  that  ought  to  govern  dviiiaed  na- 
tlona,  have  at  all  timea  been  disregarded  by  the  ofilceis 
snd  sgents  of  the  Britiah  Government,  446;  meroenaiy 
objects  ahould  not  be  aaeribed  to  gentlemen,  aa  motives 
for  the  wsr,  446 ;  the  report  means  nothing  but  war  or 
empty  menace,  447 ;  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  is  in 
error,  through  inadvertenoy,  or  miatake^  447;  a  menacing 
system  has  nothing  to  commend  it,  447 ;  mensoes  should 
be  resorted  to  with  ss  much  cantioa  and  seriousness  as 
war  itself  and  should,  if  not  sncceasfol,  be  Invailsbly 
followed  by  it,  448 ;  SB  addidonsl  force  is  a  messore  evi- 
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dently  improper,  bat  as  •  preparatton  for  war;  but  nn- 
donbtedly  necessaiy  In  tbat  event,  448;  thia  coontry 
ahonld  never  reaort  to  war  bot  for  canaes  the  meet 
urgent  and  neoeaaarj,  448;  if  the  war  enaues  it  can  be 
proved  JostLAable  and  neoeaaary  bylhcta  nndoabted,  and 
oniverBally  admitted,  448 ;  the  question,  In  the  opinion 
of  opponents,  is  rednoed  to  this  single  point— wbidi  shall 
we  do,  abandon  or  defend  our  own  commercial  rights  ? 
448;  gentlemen  will  not  say,  we  have  not  a  good  cause 
tot  war,  but  insist  that  it  is  our  duty  to  define  it,  448; 
what  do  they  mean  by  this?  448 ;  the  objections  urged, 
consist  of  an  enumeration  of  the  evils  incident  to  war, 
however  Just  and  neceasary ;  if  they  have  any  force,  it  ia 
calculated  to  prodoce  unqualified  submission  to  every 
species  of  insult,  448 ;  it  is  said  the  country  is  in  an  un- 
prepared stete,  449;  whose  is  the  fliidtr  440;  it  is  said 
the  nation  will  not  pay  taxes,  for  the  defence  will  cost 
more  than  the  profit,  449 ;  the  dangers  of  war  are  next 
held  up,  449 ;  no  disposition  manifested  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain  to  relax  her  oppression  or  to  make  resti- 
tution for  damagea,  but,  on  the  contrary,  a  disposition  to 
persist  in  her  lawless  aggreasionB,  460;  req^onstrances 
against  atrocities  have  been  made,  in  vain,  401 ;  we  have 
been  plundered,  oppressed,  and  insulted,  bat  the  day  of 
retribution  is  at  hand,  451 ;  if  the  British  Government 
would  cease  to  violate  oar  neutral  and  national  rights, 
our  diflleulties  would  be  at  an  end,  451 ;  we  must  pre- 
pare to  maintain  the  right  to  carry  our  produce  to  what 
market  wo  please,  or  to  be  content  without  a  market, 
468 ;  no  objection  to  declare  the  points  for  which  we  go 
to  war,  45S;  the  previous  question  should  not  be  used 
to  put  an  end  to  this  debate,  46S;  ftirther  debate,  458 ; 
the  reaolutlona  considered  as  a  measure  of  hoetiUty, 
according  to  the  views  of  their  advocates  and  as  a  meas- 
ure of  defensive  preparations,  agreeable  to  the  spirit  of 
the  Executive  recommendation,  458;  the  invasion  of 
Ganada  to  be  deprecated  as  an  act  of  foreign  conqueet, 
464 ;  war  to  be  feared  firom  a  manly  dread  of  its  conse- 
quences, 454;  retrospect  of  oar  relations  with  Britain 
since  nearly  the  commencement  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  Btotes,  455;  this  view  shows  the 
expediency  of  inoreaaing  our  regular  force,  465 ;  by  the 
adoption  of  this  report,  we  are  entering  on  a  system  of 
operations  of  the  utmost  national  moment,  455 ;  some 
regret  that  vigorous  measares  had  not  been  adopted 
long  since,  460 ;  why  should  the  wise  policy  of  the  past 
be  condemned?  457;  reasons  for  opposing  the  measure, 
467;  this  is  to  be  a  foreign  offensive  war,  as  regards 
Canada,  458;  all  the  belligerents  had  deserved  war  at 
our  hands,  458;  but  the  policy  of  the  Bepublicans  had 
been  to  cherish  peace,  and  to  avoid  war,  even  to  this 
time,  458;  in  1778-*9.  the  best  Interests  of  the  oonntiy 
forbade  war,  and  so  the  people  determined,  458 ;  profes- 
aiOBs  of  peace  brought  in  the  Bepublican  party  to  power, 
468 ;  if  there  were  any  difTerenoes  between  the  caoses 
of  the  war  then,  and  now,  it  was  in  fovor  of  the  former 
period,  466;  what  were  the  foots?  458;  it  is  said  to  be 
a  principle  of  honor  to  resist  a  first  insult,  458;  impos- 
sible to  perceive  how  the  present,  of  all  others,  had  be- 
come the  necessary  and  accepted  time  for  war,  458;  if 
the  country  ever  determines  on  war,  any  force  should  be 
voted,  469 ;  reasons  for  voting  for  the  measure,  459 ;  the 
right  of  carrying  oar  own  produce,  in  onr  own  ships,  to 
any  quarter,  should  never  be  yielded,  460;  it  is  said,  the 
war  will  be  one  of  aggrandixement,  of  conqaest,  400 ;  if 
we  force  England  to  a  treaty,  how  long  will  she  keep  it  ? 
461 ;  new  men  and  new  doctrines  have  succeeded  to  the 
old  Bepublican  party,  409;  the  nation  has  been  brought 
to  ita  present  alarming  and  unprecedented  situation,  by 
means  In  nowise  unaoeoontoblei  469;  by  steps  as  di- 


rect and  succeasivo  as  the  pietoica  of  the  *Sake^ 
Progreaa,**  409 ;  America  ought  to  be  proud  of  her  Asgia 
Saxon  origin,  469;  it  has  been  asked,  why  was  tha 
country  unprepared  for  defence  ?  408;  this  is  Aot  to  be  a 
party  war,  it  is  said,  408 ;»  Gooae  Craak,**  491^  mCs,  404 ; 
aeoond  resolution  carried,  404;  third  reeolutlcai  eanlsd, 
405 ;  fourth  and  fifth  resolutions  carried,  40S;  sixth  rasa- 
Intion  laid  on  the  table,  406;  taken  up,  400;  what  lea- 
sons  are  there  to  induce  us  to  authoiixa  oar  mfwhart 
veesels  to  arm  against  unlawftd  moleetatton  on  the  high 
aeaa,  407;  what  is  the  ol^eetof  this  meamiref  4fl;  nee- 
lution  concurred  in,  408 ;  report  on,  664 

FotncB,  AuoiTSTirs  J^as  British  minister 
knowledge  of  John  Henry,  6S9b 

liHineet  relaUont  wUh^  dniing  John  Adama*  a 
see  Ind&BB^  vol.  1 

JFramHng  PrMle0€>,—S€e  Jtult«\  rdla.  t^  %  Pott  Qfke. 

FBAKKLiir,  Jbsx,  Senator  fhm  North  CaroUna,  S,  111^  la^ 
959,400,506l    ^ee /iuZea^  vola.  1, 9, & 

Feakxlxk,  Msbhaox:,  Bepreaentatlve  from  North  GaniiB^ 
196,188,810,496,677.    8^Ind4ae,xiA.t, 

FrMdom  qf  OontoUne&.-^See  JndsB\  voi  L 

Freneh  JSe/^ess.— ^Ssa  /futas^  voL  L 

jytmch  SpoliaUonM,  statement  and  represontatioB  «f  Gbyt. 
Samuel  Chew,  690;  laid  on  the  table,  587.  Sm  Jmdm, 
▼oL9. 

FrantUn,  Protection  ^— 5m  IndsB\  yoL  L 

PuifiH969 /rom  Ju9ti4so.-'SM  Indeao^  voL  1. 

FvLTOV,  BoBxn,  letter  rehitive  to  fawpedoea^  9U ;  iiifeinjil, 
914. 


Gaillard,  Jobv,  Senator  from  South  GaroOna,  0^  111^  IH, 
960, 400, 600;  appointed  President  pro  iomt^  of  flawte, 
179;  elected,  181    JSee  ItuUm,  voL 8L 

Gallatdt,  Albkbt,  reports  relative  to  barred  datna,  186; 
letter  as  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  188;  ftcerelary  of  te 
Treasury,  letter  of;  relative  to  snapensioii  ef  aett-isB- 
portation,  714    8$e  Indw^  vols.  1,  9l 

Gahhstt,  Babzillai,  Bcpnsentative  ftxim  Vassaifhaawtr^ 

194. 187.  819. 

GASDSFim,  Baixstt,  Bepreeentative  from  New  Toilc,  41^ 
194, 191, 850 ;  on  submission  to  the  late  edleta  of  Ei«lBBd 
and  France,  87 ;  on  remunerating  thoee  who  resisted  the 
law  for  a  direct  tax,  187;  on  proeectiona  for  libel,  199; 
on  the  call  on  the  President  for  papers,  199;  suppoilB 
petition  ofElIwbeth  Hamilton,  916.    As  indea^  veL  S. 

GAEDinn,  FsAHCis,  Bepreeentative  ttoai  New  Haoif^sUi^ 
80w    5to  JhtlaoB^  VOL  & 

GAunns,   Gmsov,   Bepreeentative  from  Maasarhnsett^ 

194. 188,  814 

Gabulito,  Dayxd  S.,  Bepreeentative  from  Tbginiak  tt9L  911 

Gabhsr^  Jaxk  IL,  Bepreeentative  fhun  Yliiginia,  94  Sm 
/m{«a^  voia. 

GoMTdl  Qffteore,  additional,  bffl  relaUva  toi,  conddaw^ 
719. 

Georgia,  vote  fbr  President  in  1806, 9T;  In  1819;  IRS,  Til 

Georgia  Land  Claim.-~3ee  JndeBs,  voL  8L 

Gkbxah,  Obadiak,  Senator  from  New  York,  111^  U^  94 
400, 600;  on  the  dechration  of  war,  414 

German  Zangvagey  laws  In,  see  Jhdem,  t6L  9. 

Gbbbt,  BLBBn>on,  elected  Tloe  Preeident,  674  See  Intern 
▼oto.1,4 

Gholsoit,  Thomas,  Jb.,  BepresentaUve  fttNn  Ylrgiafa,  91. 
196,  187, 816, 490, 6n ;  on  Ibreign  relatioM,  66 ;  on  the 
Batture  at  New  Orleana,  161 ;  on  the  ooadaet  of  the 
British  minister,  198;  supports  petition  of  EBasheCh 
Hamilton,  915 ;  reports  on  the  petitloii  of  Amy  Ikasdia, 
910;  on  the  admission  of  the  territory  of  OitaaM  as  a 
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Ststo,  894 ;  in  tKTvr  of  the  admiidon  of  MiaBteippi,  85S ; 
OB  the  statntet  of  Umitatfona,  4T5;  en  the  British  in- 
trignea,  511 

eiLH,  WiLUAX  B.,  Senator  ftom  Tlrgiaia,  S,  n\,  166^  850, 
400;  on  the  repeal  of  the  Embaii^  Act,  18;  reporta  a 
Mil  for  the  enlbreement  of  the  embargo  laws,  21 ;  on 
the  bill  for  the  enforcement  of  the  embargo,  S8 ;  offen 
an  amendment  to  extend  non-interooarse  to  all  foreign 
nations,  118 ;  reports  a  bill  to  prevent  abnse  of  prlylleges 
bj  foreign  ministers,  IflO ;  on  the  eondoot  of  the  British 
minister,  IflO;  on  Inooiporatlng  a  bank  of  the  United 
States,  S75;  on  an  additional  mllitaiy  force,  406.  Set 
Jhdeao^  toIs.  1,  fi,  8. 

GtLMAjr,  Nicholas,  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  8, 118, 
168,  SSO,  400^  888 ;  reports  the  biU  engrossed  in  fovor  of 
an  additional  military  force,  408L  8m  Indm,  toIs.  1,  8,  8w 

Gold,  Thomas  IL,  BepresentatlTe  from  New  Torh,  184, 187, 
81fi,  484, 017 ;  on  the  Battue  at  New  Orieans,  161 ;  sap- 
ports  petition  of  Elisabeth  Hamilton,  818;  fovors  post- 
ponement of  t^  e  resolution  relatire  to  the  apportionment 
of  representation,  884;  on  the  ratio  of  represenUtion, 
817;  on  commercial  interoonrse  with  Franoe  and  Great 
Britain,  888 ;  on  mles  and  orders  of  the  House,  488;  on 
making  provision  for  a  oorps  of  engineers,  681 ;  on  paj 
of  the  armjr,  684;  in  flivor  of  a  naval  establishment,  801 ; 
on  an  additional  miUtazy  force,  81& 

GOLIWBOBOVOH,  CHAaLXB,  Bepressntatlve  from  Maryland, 
88, 184, 187, 816, 077 ;  on  the  ratio  of  representation,  819. 
JSes  Indm,  voL  & 

GooDBXOB,  CHAirHcn,  Senator  ftom  Conneetient,  8,  118, 
186, 860, 400, 688 ;  on  the  bill  for  the  enforcement  of  the 
embargo,  81.    ^Sm  Indea^  voIsl  1, 8,  &. 

GooDwnr,  PvmsoH,  Representative  from  Virginia,  86, 186, 
187, 815, 484^  6n.    ;S^ /la^taB,  vol.  & 

Gco9t  Crtdt,  noU,  484. 

Gbat,  Edwih,  Representative  from  Yliginia,  86,  185,  188, 
816,482,691    /8^ /fulea),  vol  & 

GnxsH,  Isaiah  L.,  Repreeentativo  from  MasMohuaetts,  86, 
484,677.    5m/4U?«b,voL8. 

Gkboo,  Akd**w,  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  5,  116, 166^ 
864,  400,  510;  elected  President  pro  Urn.,  see  /fufso, 
voto,l,a,8w 

GnswoLi),  Stahlst,  Senator  from  Ohio,  181, 166. 

GnoavBXOB,  Thomab  P.,  Representative  ftom  New  Toric,  706. 

Gbohvt,  Fblix,  Representative  finom  Tennessee,  480, 877; 
on  domestle  manufoetnies,  488 ;  on  Indian  aflhirs,  428 ; 
on  foreign  relations,  484;  on  the  British  lntrigaes»  619 ; 
on  the  recall  of  abeenteea,  688;  on  the  bill  laying  an  em- 
bargo,  644;  presents  a  bill  to  rsise  an  additional  military 
force,  647;  on  the  oli^eets  of  the  war,  641 ;  on  war  taxes,' 
716;  on  an  extra  session,  717. 

G^nUHMU»,—B«e  Jnd&BB,  voL  & 


SabHU  Ofurjmt^  suspension  o^  Jeo,  sas  /iMlsfls,  vol  & 

Halb,  Wiluav,  Representative  from  New  HampahlM^  184^ 
167,819l 

Hall,  Bolldto,  Representative  from  Oeotgia,  485, 677. 

Hauu  Obid,  Representative  ftom  New  Hampshire,  484, 677. 

HaU  qf  Me  JSfouss  </ Jt^jpresMteMoM,  how  It  may  be  used, 
814 

BUmiltoh,  Paitl,  Beeiotary  of  the  Navy,  letter  to  Llent 
Elliot,678L 

ffamMot^  Mr$^  elaim  4<  In  the  House,  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Elisabeth  Hamilton,  818 ;  report  fovors  the  ehdms 
of  the  petitioner  on  grounds  of  equity,  but  dedsres  they 
§n  barred  by  the  statute  of  llmltatloas  and  ought  not  to 
be  granted,  816;  the  late  Gen.  Hamilton  had  no  obim 
on  the  Govenunant  under  the  reaolntloB  of  the  old  Con- 


gress, 816;  BO  dalm  Botwlthstanding  the  statute,  815; 
hundreds  of  cases  equally  hard,  816 ;  the  impoverished 
old  soldiers  should  be  relieved  before  claims  of  this  kind 
are  granted,  816 ;  If  the  statute  was  unjust  It  should  be 
repealed ;  if  not,  exceptions  should  not  be  made  but  with 
extreme  care,  816;  Gen.  Hamilton  In  service  un- 
til the  dose  of  the  war,  816 ;  did  not  resign  his  commis- 
sion by  aoeepting  a  aeat  in  Congress,  815 ;  Congress  had 
relieved  the  daughters  of  Count  de  Grsase,  815 ;  the  sta- 
tute of  limitationa  was  never  intended  to  bar  just 
claims,  815;  bill  ordered  to  be  reported,  817;  bill  re- 
ported and  amendments  proposed,  818;  passage  of  the 
bai,Sl& 

Habpbb,  John  A.,  Representative  from  New  Hampshire, 
484, 6n. 

Habbib,  John,  Representative  from  New  Tork,  86w  J34e  /b- 
<laa\voL8. 

Hjltbn,  Nathanrl  a.,  Reprssentatlvb  ftx>m  New  Hamp- 
shire, 184, 187, 820. 

Hawxb,  Atlbtt,  Repreeentatlve  from  yliginia,  484, 577. 

ir<BMn,  CharMU,  pettUon  ot  866. 

Hbdvu,  Danixl,  Representative  from  Pennsylvania,  186^ 
187,816u    jSm  7iwf eB\  vols.  8,  & 

HnmBB,  John,  Representative  firom  Penn^lvaBla,  86. 

Hblmb,  WtLLiAjf,  RepresenUtlve  from  New  Jersey,  86, 1S4| 
187,  816;  against  petition  of  Elizabeth  Hamilton,  815. 
i8M/mesasvolSLl,8,8. 

HBMPtxBAn,  EnwABik,  Delegate  from  Missouri  Territory, 
680;  on  Mississippi  hmd  dalms,  708. 

Hbhbt,  John,  letters  o^  606, 608, 600, 610, 611, 618, 618, 614 ; 
memorial  to  Lord  Liverpool,  514 

HiOKMAN,  Habbib  H.,  letter  to  Lieutenant  Elliot,  678. 

HzLLHODSB,  Jahbs,  Senator  firom  Connecticut,  8*  116, 166 ; 
offers  resolution  to  repesl  the  embargo  act,  5 ;  on  the 
repeal  of  the  embargo  act,  5 ;  resigns  his  seat  in  tha 
Senate,  860.    i$es /iMfsoBi,  vols.  1, 8,  & 

Hoex,  WiLUAjf,  Representative  from  Pennsylvania,  861 
ifiss  /luiav,  vols.  %  & 

HoLLABB,  Jambs,  Representative  firom  North  Carolliia,87, 
185,806,815;  on  the  immediate  arming  of  the  pubUe 
vessels,  96;  on  non-lnteroouxse  with  Great  Britain  and 
Franoe,  157 ;  in  ihvor  of  the  admission  of  Mississippi, 
868.   Ae/n<fen,volsL8,8L 

HoLMBB,  David,  Representative  fiwm  Yliglnia,  86.  Am 
Ind«mt  vols.  8, 8L 

Moms  Man/9^iat€tnr€0  in  ik*  Bou9e.—S66  Jndsa,  vol  8L 

HOBSBT,  OuTBBBBiDQB,  Senator  firom  Delaware,  860,  400^ 
566;  on  the  occupation  of  Florida,  906k 

ITotcML— Meeting  of  8d  session  of  10th  Congress,  86 ;  assem- 
bles on  1st  session,  Uth  Congress,  184 ;  adjournment  of 
1st  session  of  11th  Congress,  165 ;  adjourns  at  dose  of  9d 
session  of  nth  Congress,  849 ;  meetlngst8d  session  of 
Uth  Congress,  815;  meets  at  1st  session  of  18th  Con- 
gress, 484 ;  meets  at  8d  session  of  18th  Congress, 077; 
a^louma  at  doee  of  1st  session  of  18th  Congress,  044 ; 
a^uins  8d  session  of  18th  Congress,  780. 

HowABD  Bbb^amin,  Reprceentstlve  from  Kentucky,  86^ 
188;  187;  presents  the  petition  of  natnxallMd  British  sub- 
jects, 46 ;  his  prodamatlon  as  Governor  of  the  Missouri 
Territory,  707.    See  Indm,  rolK 

HowBLL,  Jbbbhtah  B.,  Senator  fron»Rhode  Uand,  400^  666L 

HowLAHD,  Bbb^amot,  Senator  ftom  Rhode  Ishmd,  8l  8— 
Indm,  Yol  9. 

HiTBBABD,  Jonathan  H.,  Representative  ftom  YenBOiit» 
184187,816. 

HuvTT,  Jacob,  Representative  firom  New  Jersey,  184, 187, 
816, 484  5n. 

HuxPHBBTa,  Rbubbn,  Representative  ftom  New  Toik,  86. 

HuNaBBTOBD,  JoHN  P.,  Representative  ftom  YlrglnU,  484 ; 
dedared  not  entltiedto  a  seat,  488. 
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HvHTntOTOK,  Ebxhxzkb,  Ktpresentatlre  from  Connectloiit, 

HuimB,  WzLuiii,  Senator  from  Bbodo  laUnd,  400,  OTOl 
Hthkmah,  Johs  IL,  BepreseDtatiTe  from  PennsylTsnla, 

494,  en. 


luLST  DAiniL,  BepreeentatlTO  fram  liaaaaehiuetts,  861 

JmpecushmetU.—'SM  IndeaOy  toL  8. 

JmportaUon  <^3lavst.—SM  Indes^  toL  8. 

ImporU.-'S&e  JhMsa  on  ImporU. 

Jmpritownmtjbr  Debt—JS^e  Indeai^  voL  %. 

Inaugural  Address  of  James  Madison,  on  eommendag  Ids 
second  term  as  President,  675i 

IndtmynUy  for  SpoUaiiona,  8u  Indno^  toL  1,  Qrsai 
Britain. 

Indiana  TerW^^^ry.— Committee  appointed  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  diriding,  87 ;  report  of  committee  rela- 
tive to  a  dlrision  oi;  »«. 

Indian  JJtiirt.-^la  the  Hoose,  a  restdntion  offered  to  ex- 
tend  the  laws  of  the  United  States  over  all  white 
persons  residing  on  Indian  lands  within  the  United 
States  in  which  the  title  is  not  extingsiahed,  488 ;  Indian 
oottntiles  have  become  an  asylnm  for  persons  guilty  of 
•Tory  enormity,  488 ;  do  not  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  at  present  extend  to  cases  of  this  kind,  4S8 ;  a 
recent  case  in  Oeoigla,  488 ;  some  defects  in  the  pres- 
ent law  by  whioh  petty  officers  escape,  488 ;  laid  on  the 
table,  488. 

Indian  lands  ^tMn  a  StaU^  righU  ovsr.—Ses  Ind9^ 

TOLl. 

Indian  Trading  Mciu$M.—See  Indso^  yoL  1. 
IvoBBBOU.,  Jaxzd,  Yotcd  for  as  Yice  President  In  1819, 574, 
Inoeulaiion  qfths  Army,  petition  relative  to,  709. 
,  JMsrooKTM,  Oommerdtik-^In  the  Honse,  bill  from  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Belations  considered,  859;  the 
bill,  808;  exempts  all  vessels,  owned  wholly  or  in  part 
by  American  dtlzena,  and  merchandise,  from  selzuKe  or 
Ibrfeitare,  whi<di  have  left  British  ports  prior  to  Fobm- 
aty  8d,  1811, 808 ;  moved  to  amend  so  as  to  exempt  all 
vessels  and  merchandise,  858;  the  amendment  will  at 
once  give  a  dear  deck,  858 ;  the  law  of  May  last,  author- 
laed  the  President  to  prodalm  the  fltct,  if  either  France 
or  Great  Britain  revoked  her  edicts,  and  non-inter- 
course should  ensue  with  the  other,  808;  France  re- 
voked her  edicts;  Britain  did  not,  and  non-intercourse 
is  in  force  with  her,  868;  this  Ihct  doubted,  and  should 
be  inquired  Into,  808;  the  bills  to  lay  additional  dtatles, 
and  to  anthorlM  a  loan,  ftimlsh  additional  rtiasoas  for 
this  bill,  868;  if  the  non-intercourse  has  not  gone  into 
effect,  new  taxes  and  loans  are  not  needed,  868;  pro- 
ceedlngB  of  the  Executive  relative  to  Gfeat  Britain, 
858 ;  the  Preeldent  has  acted  differently  under  two  laws, 
which  ought  to  have  the  same  practical  construction, 
804;  la  it  said,  the  President  had  no  knowledge  of  the 
blockading  orders  of  May,  or  that  it  waa  avowed  to  be 
comprehended  in  the  Orders  In  Council?  854;  as  to 
France,  what  are  the  edicts  revoked,  and  how  f  864 ;  the 
BamboulUet  decree,  854;  it  purports  to  be  an  aot  of 
reprisal  on  this  country,  864;  what  ought  to  have  been 
the  feelings  of  the  Administration  and  of  the  country,  in 
relation  to  this  measure?  865;  this  Is  taking  property 
under  (Use  pretences,  in  Its  nature,  865;  another  view 
of  this  decree,  866 ;  another  mlatake  of  this  Oovemment, 
865;  the  practical  operation  of  our  law,  855;  apologists 
of  the  Emperor  point  to  the  act  of  lat  June,  865 ;  object 
In  view  in  this  examination  of  the  decree  of  Bambouil- 
let,  856;  threats  and  Insults  of  the  French  Emperor, 
806;  have  these  decrees  been  so  revoked  or  modified  as 
to  cease  to  violate  the  neutral  commerce  of  the  United 


Stotes  r  856 ;  these  decrees  have  twodiatloetopenltoM. 
856;  the  seizure  of  our  pioperty,  aad  Its  sale.  8M:  If 
there  has  been  any  modification,  it  only  pcweata  fkture 
seixor^a,  leaving  the  property  already  seined  to  take  the 
course  of  confiscation  and  sale,  868;  has  there  beea  wuA 
a  revocation  of  the  Berlin  and  MBaa  doenea,  as  wa»> 
ranted  the  proclamation?  857;  it  waa  not  creAted  thai 
it  could  be  issued  on  the  letter  ef  the  Duke  eTCMara, 
867 ;  what  is  the  understanding  of  the  Fraoch  cowtoa^Bi 
officers  on  the  subject  ?  857 ;  the  revoeattov,  if  my,  was 
a  ftiture  one,  867 ;  it  was  also  ooodWoaal,  857 ;  panllag 
to  detexmlne  whether  it  was  a  oonditloB  pHiwiant  er 
subsequent,  858 ;  the  oonditiona  on  the  part  of  Engiaal, 
856;  conditions  on  the  part  of  France,  896;  euaiHtoas 
on  the  part  of  this  country,  808;  the  ri^t  of  set  bdag 
vexed  or  endhngered  by  paper  blockades,  reapeeled,  SB; 
the  Hag  Is  to  protect  the  property,  and  oeareh  ia  not  te 
be  permitted,  868 ;  how  are  we  to  canae  thoee  righti  ie 
be  respected?  858;  are  we  prepared  fi>r  thoae  em- 
dltions?  808;  It  may  be  said,  that  the  letter  oT the  Daks 
of  Cadore,  If  not  Itself  a  decree.  Is  erldenee  of  a  Neda4* 
ing decree,  808;  the  letter  of  Mr.  Rnaeell,  8S8:  aaorei 
to  strike  out  the  whole  of  the  bill,  860;  It  la  a  new  doty 
for  Bepresentatlves  to  preaent  under  aanapido«s  aspert, 
either  the  motives  or  the  acta  ef  the  Sxeoative  bssMh 
of  their  Government,  860 ;  in  no  natioD,  andent  or  med- 
em,  was  auch  a  thii^  aeen,  unleea  In  the  last  atagea  sf 
coTTuptlon,  860 ;  the  whole  fact  ahonld  have  been  statsd 
in  regard  to  the  letter  of  the  Due  de  Cadora,  aad  tka 
answer  of  General  Armstrong^  860 ;  why  b  the  Presi- 
denVs  prodamatlon  disapproved  ?  860 ;  the  letlar  of  Mr. 
Erskine  was  not  a  repeal  of  the  Britiah  ordec^  Ut;  m 
dUforence  in  the  ground  taken  by  the  Sxecntivv.  exaifi 
that  one  arraageo&ent  waa  with  Great  Britain,  aad  the 
other  with  France,  860;  ahown  trom  the  eonwipnil- 
enoe,  that  the  Prealdent  did  not,  under  the  net  ef  the 
last  sesdon,  require  the  revocation  by  Great  Btftafta,  ef 
any  bh>ekade,  except  that  of  May,  1808;  and  that  bkek- 
ade  must  have  been  induded  in  the  demand  under  the 
aot  of  hwt  sesdon,  881;  extmct  from  the  Meea^e  «f  tke 
Preddent,  861;  declaration  of  our  Seeretarj  to  Oeaad 
Armstrong,  861 ;  declaration  of  General  Aiinatieng aad 
the  Duo  de  Oadore,  881;  statement  oTLod  WcDaaky, 
861;  da  861;  thus  the  demand  waa  confined  «a  the 
blockade  of  1806, 869;  was  this  Uoekade  aodi  a  vMadnn 
of  the  neutral  xighta  of  the  United  States,  m  la  esas 
deddedly  within  the  act  of  last  sesdon?  869 ;  tfeto  Useh- 
ade  presents  three  dlstlnet  chameteia,  869;  lit  Ite^ 
struck  a  trade  from  one  port  to  another,  ef  the  sans 
enemy;  8d.  It  obetmeta  trade  ftom  the  pert  ef  en* 
enemy  to  the  port  of  another;  8d.  It  obatinels  tnid»  of 
neutrals-fh>m  their  own  conntiy  to  any  part  ef  the  eassi 
fhnn  the  Elbe  to  Brest.  889;  it  is  la  violalien  of  the 
pilnclplee  contended  for  by  every  Adnrialatralion  ante 
the  American  Government,  868 ;  lettera  of  Mr.  King  and 
Mr.  Marshall,  889;  aofiie  obaertatioaa  •■  the  MD  bdkee 
the  House,  868;  the  eoastmctlon  put  on  the  i 
course  law  is  perfoctly  within  its  ol^ec^  I 
explanation  of  the  law,  868;  vlowa  of  Um  < 
868;  unwllUngnese  to  imply  by  any  vote,  a  reeagdlta 
of  the  efficacy  of  the  noa-intereoiuae  law,  which  caaU 
not  have  an  operative  force  until  May,  la  a  aallvs  t» 
soatain  the  amendment,  88A;  troth  of  the  posltlan  aa  ta 
the  operation  of  the  law,  demonstrable,  884;  not  anaan 
to  argue  ilrom  the  intention  of  the  1 
words  of  the  aot  are  expUdt,  and  t 
pledge  contdned  in  the  act  relative  to  c 
course  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Biftala  aad 
France,  864;  explanation  of  this  pledge,  884;  Che  same 
propodtlon  was  presented  to  both  the  ] 
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t4I0 ;  ir  either  wonld  ravoko  Its  edleta,  no  goods  or  wares 
of  the  other,  should,  three  months  theresiter,  be  im- 
ported Into  the  United  Stotes,  865 ;  Frsnoe  did  so  revoke 
her  edlots,  860 ;  this  Amendment  proposes  to  repeal  the 
MB-interoonrM  act,  excluding  the  merehandiaoof  Great 
Britain,  although  France  has  so  repealed  her  ediets,  and 
Great  Britain  has  not,  86&;  this  is  a  direct  breach  Of 
lUtlt,  885 ;  the  excuse  Is^  that  the  President  had  no  right 
to  issue  his  proclamation,  and  that  the  assurances  of 
France  were  deceptire,  8i5;  the  President  is  ezpresslj 
instructed  by  the  non-lnterooane  act  to  make  the  proc- 
lamation, 865 ;  as  well  might  the  legitimacy  of  a  treaty 
be  questioned  after  it  had  been  ratliied,  866;  how  could 
the  President  act  a  different  part  upon  the  evidence  in 
the  caae  ?  866 ;  if  this  diplomatic  evidence  is  not  to  be 
received,  an  end  is  put  to  all  dlplomatio  intercourse, 
866 ;  if  Great  Britain  had  made  the  like  commiunlcation, 
and  the  President  had  taken  the  like  course,  what  would 
have  been  said  by  these  gentlemen  ?  866;  they  approve 
the  prodamation  in  the  case  of  Grsat  Britain,  but  de- 
nounce a  similar  proposition  in  the  case  of  France,  866; 
it  is  said,  the  non-interooozae  act  is  not  in  force ;  whence 
do  gentlemen  derive  the  power  to  declare  an  aot  of  Con- 
.gress  not  in  ftyrce  f  866;  the  revoked  decrees  of  France 
are  considered  by  some  as  nuwo  obnoxious  than  the 
British  Orders  in  Council,  866;  who  can  be  an  apologist 
of  France  or  England,  when  eadi  has  charged  the  other 
with  the  first  aggressions  on  our  commerce  1 4)86 ;  while 
Great  Britain  finds  some  able  advocatea  in  this  House, 
she  win  find  no  necessity  to  redress  our  wronga,  866L 

In  viewing  the  course  which  has  been  adopted  this 
session.  It  is  surprising  that  the  present  measure  should 
be  called  up  fi>r  adoption,  867 ;  it  is  now  evident  that 
the  President  was  duped  by  the  French  Emperor,  and 
led  to  issue  his  proclamation,  86T;  what  has  oecuned  to 
alter  the  &ce  of  aflUia,  to  induce  this  new  attempt  to 
ftsten  on  the  restrictive  qrstem  against  our  interoouise 
with  Great  Britain  f  867;  the  last  oommunicatlQn  fifom 
the  President  Aimishes  the  most  conclusive  evidence  of 
the  treachery  of  Bonaparte,  867 ;  how  has  the  President's 
prodamation  been  verified?  868;  the  remonstranoe  of 
Mr.  Bussell  remains  unanswered,  snd  the  New  Orleans 
packet  remains  under  seizure  to  this  day,  868;  after 
thirteen  days  a  partial  suspension  of  the  decrees  was  oi^ 
dered,  868;  a  suspension  not  as  to  sequestration,  but  as 
to  condemnation,  868;  with  this  sta^ment  before  their 
eyes,  will  gentlemen  sasert  that  the  decrees'^  were  re- 
voked f  868;  are  we  bound  by  any  fldthAil  perlbrmance 
had  on  the  part  of  Fraaoe ?  868;  have  either  France  or 
Great  Britain  complied  with  the  condition  f  869;  must 
this  saoriflco  be  made  in  order  to  bolster  up  the  Pteat- 
dent*s  proclamation  so  prematurely  issued  ?  868 ;  is  this 
an  honest  nentmlltyto  revive  the  restrictive  iiystem 
against  Great  Britain,  while  the  French  decrees  sie  sttU 
in  force?  868 ;  the  present  measure  is  intended  as  a  pno- 
pitUtoiy  sacrifloe  to  conciliate  Napoleon,  869;  is  it  calcu- 
lated to  produce  this  elTect?  869;  a  view  of  the  oonrse 
which  has  been  pursued  can  answer,  868;  the  amend- 
nents  contemplate  the  continuance  and  enAwcement  of 
the  non-intereouiae  law,  870;  after  long  delay  the  Ad- 
ministration has  condesoended  to  develop  their  policy, 
970;  the  proposition  contained  in  these  amendments 
haa  relation  to  the  most  momentous  and  most  elevated 
of  our  legislative  obligations,  871 ;  the  nature  and  elfocts 
of  this  commercial  restrictive  system  are  no  longer  mat- 
ter of  speculation,  871 ;  only  a  word  on  its  nature  neces- 
aaiy,  871 ;  the  qrstem  oontained  In  the  kw  of  May,  1810, 
and  ICaroh,  1809,  fs  iiijurious,  is  not  fiscsl  in  its  nature, 
nor  protective  of  mannflietures,  nor  eempetent  to  coeree 
either  belUgersnti  871 ;  who  was  ever  the  friend  of  non- 


intercourse  ?  871 ;  it  was  agreed  upon  because  the  m** 
Jority  could  agree  upon  nothing  else,  87S ;  the  system 
diould  therefore  bo  abandoned,  878;  its  advocates  say 
we  cannot  abandon  It,  for  our  Ikith  is  pli^^ted,  879 ;  la 
any  such  lUth  plighted  ?  If  so,  whence  did  it  arise?  87S; 
nnder  the  act  of  May,  1810, 878;  what  Is  its  character  and 
the  obligations  arising  under  it?  878:  the  obligations 
arise  under  a  certain  section,  878;  divested  of  technical 
expression,  it  provides  that  a  new  commerdal  condition 
shall  reault  on  the  occurrence  of  a  certain  flwt,  which 
Ihct  the  President  shall  dedare,  878;  the  terms  our  act 
proposed  was  the  modification  or  revocation  of  certain 
edicts;  the  eflfoot  to  be  produced  was  that  this  revoca- 
tion or  modification  should  be  such  as  that  those  edicts 
should  **  cease  to  violate  our  neutral  commerce,"  878; 
has  the  act  been  done,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  to  amount 
to  an  honorable  fiilfilment  or  acceptance  of  our  terms? 
878;  the  occurrence  of  the  fiict  of  revocation  involves 
the  propriety  of  the  prodamation,  878 ;  has  the  foct  Wh 
ourred  ?  878 ;  this  point  examined  with  regard  to  Franoe^ 
874;  letter  of  the  Due  de  Gadore  examined,  874;  point 
of  honor  to  be  saved  to  France,  876;  how  was  Great 
Britain  to  accede  to  the  terms  ?  876;  the  declaration  on 
the  part  of  France  Airtber  examined,  876 ;  the  foot  must 
be  done  and  the  effect  produced,  but  the  terms  of  that 
act  most  be  excepted,  876;  the  proffer  we  made  was 
only  to  revive  the  non-intercoune  law  agaioet  the  eon- 
tumadous  belligerent,  after  three  months  ttom  the 
date  of  the  proclamation,  876 ;  what  the  French  mean, 
876;  our  effldent  concurrence  in  Bonaparte*s  plan  of 
policy,  876;  is  it  posdble  to  point  out  any  variation  la 
the  policy  of  France  to  this  country  before  and  since 
this  letter?  877;  the  true  nature  of  this  Gadore  pdicy 
is  to  be  discovered  in  the  character  of  Bonaparte,  877; 
it  is  imposdble  to  resson  with  those  who  deny  that  the 
decrees  now  exist,  877;  the  act  now  proposed  is  r^ 
quired  by  no  obligation,  877 ;  the  present  Is  the  most  Ife- 
vorable  moment  for  the  abandonment  of  these  restri> 
tlons,  877 ;  the  edicts  of  the  Preddent  are  for  more  de- 
testable to  the  merchants  than  those  of  France  or  George 
IIL,  877 ;  it  is  time  to  take  our  own  rights  into  our  own 
keeping,  878;  why  not  i^ve  the  same  credence  to  the 
letters  of  the  Duke  of  Maasa  and  the  Due  de  Gaete,  as 
would  be  given  to  a  letter  ttom  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  In  Great  Britain  ?  876 ;  about  to  shut  up  the 
only  avenue  to  our  commerdal  hope,  it  is  sdd,  878;  this 
point  examined,  878 :  extracts  of  letters  ttom  Liverpool, 
878 ;  one  gentleman  willing  to  surrender  the  carrying 
trade  to  Great  Britain,  878;  three  classes  of  your  dti- 
lens  to  be  provided  for  as  contemplated  in  the  provis- 
ions of  this  bill,  879;  first,  sequestrations  in  Franec, 
Bpain,  Italy,  dea ;  second,  those  who  have  sailed  to 
Frsnoe  under  the  fidth  of  the  Duke  of  Gadore*s  letter; 
third,  importers  of  British  manuikctures,  879;  it  Is  to 
be  hoped  the  time  is  not  for  distant  when  we  shall  assert 
and  defend  our  rights,  879 ;  are  we  prepared,  after  hav- 
ing been  insulted,  robbed  and  deceived  by  the  French 
Emperor,  to  follow  the  example  of  petty  servile  states, 
and  throw  this  people  into  the  embraces  of  that  mon- 
ster ?  879 ;  prindpal  object  of  the  amendment  to  renew 
the  non-Intercourse  of  1809,  so  ihr  as  respects  Great 
Britain,  879 ;  the  amendment  to  suspend  the  whole  re- 
stxietive  system  should  be  adopted,  879;  this  amend> 
ment  changes  the  podtion  recommended  by  the  Execu- 
tive, but  not  much  more  than  the  bill  with  the  amend- 
ment under  oondderation,  879;  this  bill  would  have 
been  scouted  as  the  production  of  a  madman  previous 
to  the  reign  of  Bonaparte,  880 ;  we  have  condudve  evi- 
dence that  the  edicts  are  not  so  revoked  that  their  ope- 
lation  eessed  on  that  day,  880;  how  are  we  to  cause  our 
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rigjits  to  be  respeetedf  880;  Airther  debate  respecting 
the  operation  of  the  deoreos,  881 ;  examination  of  the 
aon-interooone  system  from  the  date  of  the  law  of 
March,  1809,  to  Inquire  what  its  professed  object  is,  881 ; 
St  is  thus  demonstrated  that  if  we  saifer  this  system  to 
go  into  operation,  we  are  not  only  again  to  rednie  our 
citizens  to  a  state  of  bankruptcy  in  their  private  for- 
tonee,  bat  oar  Treasury  is  likewise  to  be  more  com- 
pletely bankrapt,  888 ;  what  has  been  the  farther  effect 
of  this  Uw  ?  882 ;  history  of  its  resalts,  888;  Airther  re- 
markSi  888;  correspondence  examined,  884;  will  the 
servile  manner  in  which  the  rescinding  the  blockade  is 
coupled  as  a  condition  with  the  withdrawing  the  Orders 
In  Council,  escape  notice  f  885 ;  what  American  can  read 
this  correspondeuee  without  laying  his  hand  Upon  his 
heart  and  exclaiming  O,  my  Government,  my  Govern- 
ment, now  is  the  gold  become  dim,  &c,  885;  after  seeing 
how  the  law  of  May,  1810,  has  been  used  with  the 
French  Government,  until  it  had  assumed  the  character 
of  a  threat,  together  with  the  various  changes  of  posi- 
tion taken  by  our  Government,  it  demonstrates  a  man- 
agement which  will  not  leave  much  doubt  whether  it 
be  indispensable  to  suffer  this  law  to  go  Into  effect  as  a 
measure  of  resistance  against  England,  or  good  ftith  to 
France,  885;  the  proclamation  was  issued  when  there 
was  no  official  Information  of  the  repeal  of  the  decrees, 
885 ;  the  fUth  of  the  nation  is  not  pledged  by  the  ]sw 
of  1810,  886;  it  may  even  be  admitted  that  this  bw  has 
all  the  binding  force  of  treaties,  88T ;  before  France  can 
dalm  a  IVLlfllment  of  any  such  promise,  she  should  not 
only  revoke  her  iqjurions  acta,  but  it  should  be  done 
fldrly  and  honestly,  and  without  at  the  same  time  adopt* 
ing  other  measures  equally  injurious,  887;  is  this  that 
lUr  and  honest  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  MUan  deorees  ? 
is  this  that  bona  fide  perfwrnance  of  the  condition  f 
887 ;  it  is  an  attempt  to  gull  and  deceive  us  by  an  artftil. 
Intriguing  policy,  887;  this  is  the  fkvorite  moment  to 
erase  the  restrictive  system  from  your  statate  books, 
887;  the  consequences  of  its  continuance  examined, 
887;  It  becomes  this  Government,  in  all  our  concerns 
with  the  belligerents  of  Europe,  to  manifest  to  both  a 
fUr,  Impartial  and  equal  conduct,  888;  has  such  a  spirit 
eharacterixed  the  proceedings  of  our  Government?  888; 
has  a  similar  temper  and  disposition  been  shown  to 
Great  Britain  as  to  France,  in  the  Interpretation  of  the 
Cadore  letter?  888;  this  part  of  the  case  wlU  not  weU 
bear  scrutiny,  889;  the  bill  on  the  table  is  calculated 
much  more  to  put  in  Jeopardy  the  neutral  character  of 
our  Government,  889;  the  principle  of  the  act  of  May 
was  Just  sad  equal,  889 ;  the  meet  copious  source  of  er- 
ror is  found  In  the  extent  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  de* 
erees,  889 ;  had  France  proved  fldthfril  to  her  engage- 
menta,  the  United  States  would  at  this  moment  have 
had  a  prosperous  commerce  with  Europe,  890;  why 
shall  we  at  this  moment  make  this  marked  distlnotton 
between  France  and  England?  890 ;  the  great  question 
is,  does  the  fiust  upon  which  the  proclamation  was  alone 
to  issue,  and  on  which  its  legitimacy  solely  depends,  ex- 
ist, or  does  it  not  exist?  891 ;  the  very  doubt  ought  to 
decide  the  question,  891 ;  such  Is  the  case  that  we  are 
enabled  to  prove  a  negative,  891 ;  the  letter  of  the  Due 
de  Oadore  examined,  891;  the  case  fiiirther  examined, 
899 ;  the  purity  of  the  source  whence  bur  arguments 
come  has  been  questioned,  896 ;  the  order  of  May,  1808, 
has  scarcely  a  single  feature  of  a  regular  blockade,  894 ; 
notice  of  the  arrangement  with  Mr.  Srskine,  895;  if  the 
Berlin  and  MiUm  decrees  had  been  actually  repealed, 
what  would  we  have  gained?  895 ;  there  can  be  no  im- 
portation of  American  productions  into  France,  but  on 
terms  utterly  inadmissible,  895;  It  la  vain  to  leA  for 


theJuftSilcatlon  of  this  meaaom  from  any  tUng  : 
has  doa^  808;  the  diqMMltion of  Bonaparte  towaria  ■• 
rests  not  alone  on  hia  acta  of  aggreasion,  npiaa  saA 
plunder,  896 ;  motion  to  pcs^Moe  kMl,  897 ;  It  was  eea- 
tended  that  the  Emperor  of  France  liad  sot  faUOedUs 
engagement,  887;  amendment  offered,  807;  las^  Wfi\ 
ftirther  debate,  897 ;  pvevloos  question  moved,  897 ;  CBr> 
lied,  897;  acUoumment  moved,  887;  loat,  8tT;  hi! 
passed,  898;  the  bin,  88& 

JMeroowas  i''gre<y».— Message  from  the  Pwisiisaf 
relative  to  the  executloD  of  the  act  of  1606^  appiopslaMng 
two  million  dollars  for  defraying  any  exliamtUaasy  sk- 
penses  attending  our  ftroign  Intereoazae,  S6L 

InUrcowm  ilTonw-In  Beaate,  bill  to  Istardiet  osm- 
merolal  intercourse,  te.,  read  the  third  tfaaa,  88;  tba 
offset  of  the  measure  most  be  war  with  Great  Btttria, 
It  Is  stated,  88;  what  excuse  Is  there  for  kavtag  the 
country  in  sudh  a  defenceless  state  ?  88;  what  wx%  ear 
preparations?  88 ;  what  is  the  state  of  the  tiuusajj  >  IB; 
what  plans  are  offered  for  replenlahliig  it?  M;  If  we  an 
to  have  war,  with  whom  is  it  to  be  proaecatad  r  M ;  aa- 
der  these  ciicumstances  what  la  the  eoarae  that  policy 
would  dictate  to  this  eoantiy  to  puaaa?  M;  asaoe- 
quences  of  non-Intercourse  under  aaeh  < 
80;  who  has  been  the  first  aggressor?  I 
81. 

In  tts  iKwM.— BesolutlOB  pievknisly  fcferred,  U6; 
nature  of  the  bill  reported,  106;  wh<de  sal^ect  ef  e»- 
bargo  and  non  intercoorae  should  bo  inoovpotated  in  caa 
bill,  106;  referred  to  conmiittee  on  fovaigi  ivlatioas, 
with  instructions  to  bring  In  a  bill,  107;  the  wbels  to 
present  a  general  system,  107. 

Bill  for  interdicting  commercial  intereoaiae  bUatua 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  ecmeidered,  VK\ 
moved  to  strike  out  the  first  seeCI<m  la  <ndcr  to  try  the 
principle  of  the  blU,  107 ;  impossibill^of  earryiag  ^ 
system  Into  effect,  107;  rather  than  accept  thia  ^ateai 
it  would  be  better  to  remain  under  the  erahaiga,  107; 
the  Idea  of  the  efflescy  of  thia  system  rTsmiafd,  liff; 
for  the  future  the  remedy  Is— to  foHow  natwa,  108;  Am 
dictates  the  removal  of  all  obstmctkaia,  166;  the  rs> 
moval  of  the  embargo  would  give  aa  oppurUtally  frr 
negotiations,  108 ;  also  show  the  offset  of  the  orieia  sad 
deereea,  If  these  were  not  iiOorioua  no  ftirther  sKfs 
would  be  necessary,  108;  legal  oppoaltion  to  tke  caa- 
bargo  Uws  in  Maasaehusetta,  106;  whaa  did  the  viola- 
lation  of  our  rights  commence?  108;  so  long  ago  aa 
time  could  be  fixed,  106 ;  the  hot-bod  poUttdaaa  afimd 
up  the  people  of  New  England,  108 ;  if  we  aaaaai  got 
war,  or  a  continuance  of  the  embargo,  aon-intereearss 
ahould  be  carried  Into  effect,  108;  BnglaBd  wiD  treat 
befoie  going  to  war,  109 ;  when  the  amhaivoahall  cease, 
war  wHl  be  tiie  only  honorable  comae,  If  repacatiaa  Is 
not  made,  109;  the  embargo  as  a  preeaatloDaty  aad  ce- 
eictve  meaaure,  110 ;  when  the  i^^aites  wcsa  roiamlttai 
resistance  or  submission  was  our  only  oooiae,  1M;  tteo 
to  change  our  measures  and  plaee  our  ftitara  wliaBfa  la 
Providence  and  the  energiea  aad  valor  of  tha  f6Hiea^ 
110 ,  diia  bill  is  conducive  to  the  lataiaats  of  the  eaaa- 
try,  110;  it  maintains  our  attttude  aad  ooaHa—  oar 
solemn  protest,  110;  it  reserves  the  great  yicstiwa  to  be 
decided  at  the  next  Congrsaa,  110 ;  ol^oetloaa  to  Ike  hS 
conaldered.  111 ;  qnestlon  on  striking  oat  Unt  aesdaa 
Icet,  111;  the  embargo  should  be  adhared  to^  aatll  aaia- 
Jority  of  the  people  prefer  war,  118;  there  fe  aa  middb 
course,  118;  the  great  ol^ect  of  the  United  etataa  la  hv 
foreign  relations  Is  to  maintain  honorable  peace,  U8; 
reason  for  resorting  to  the  embaigos  118;  oljietli  for 
which  It  haa  been  punaed,  118;  why  ahoaM  thay  mv 
bo  abandoned?  118;  now  Is  the  mt 
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tito  «fllMt  of  the  •mbftrgo»  112 ;  views  of  Great  Britain, 
118;  what  will  be  the  inferenee  drawn  fh>in  adoj;»ting 
this  measare  f  118 ;  flrmneas  peooliarly  requisite  at  this 
time,  118 ;  motioa  to  strike  out  lost,  114. 

Jh  Me  i80fME<e.->Amendinent  to  the  aot  offered,  pnr- 
porting  to  extend  it  to  all  public  aimed  yesseis  until 
modUled  by  trtatj,  118 ;  a  neoesalty  to  oonslder  the  sab- 
Jeot  arises  fh>m  the  limitation  of  oertain  seetloas  of  the 
act,  119;  this  extension  shonld  have  been  made  at  the 
last  session^  119 ;  it  is  merely  a  manidpal  proposition, 
119;  orertores  of  the  British  oabinet,  119;  motive  of 
resisting  the  sggression  of  France,  119;  reasons  why 
modifloations  should  be  made  by  treaty,  119;  Great 
Bxitsin  cannot  complain,  119;  extract  from  Canning's 
speech,  190;  two eondoBions  deduced,  ISO;  the  prinoi-, 
pie  contended  for  not  new,  190;  report  on  the  amend- 
ment, Itt. 

In  Me  AbtMSL^Besolution  to  suspend  the  non-inter- 
course aot  oilisred,  127;  bill  fkt>m  the  Benate  to  revive 
■ad  amend  certsin  parts  of  the  act  relative  to  non-inter- 
course considered,  159;  what  led  to  the  exclusion  of 
British  vessels?  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake,  1S2; 
shall  the  measure  of  hoetility  be  conttnued  after  the 
eanse  has  been  done  away,  168 ;  the  interdiction  of  the 
act  was  founded  on  the  violation  of  our  rights  by  the 
belligerents,  158;  the  hiMtllity  ceased  when  the  aot  wss 
passed,  168;  it  was  not  the  act,  168;  upon  the  peasage 
*  of  this  bill  may  depend  the  destinies  of  this  country, 
168;  the  question  is  what  regulation  shall  be  made  re- 
specting public  ships,  164;  shall  we  exdnde  both~-ad- 
mitboth,or  discriminate?  164;  Englsad  has  made  re- 
paration, 164;  the  ground  we  have  taken  in  respect  to 
France  and  England  reviewed,  154 ;  the  system  proposed 
Is  one  of  impartiality  to  the  belligerent  powers  of  Eu- 
rope, 156;  why  were  French  armed  ships  exdndedf 
156;  it  wss  considered  a  measure  ikvoring  Great  Britain, 
166;  do  away  every  possible  Justification  that  can  be 
urged  by  France  for  not  meeting  our  overtures  for 
peace,  166;  if  you  wish  to  gain  the  advantage  of  union 
at  home,  take  away  every  pretext  for  the  violation  of 
your  rights,  156;  did  not  this  bill  pUue  the  two  belli- 
gerents on  equal  footing  f  166;  state  of  the  continent, 
166;  it  Is  said,  we  should  not  discriminate,  for  France 
has  no  public  armed  vessels,  166;  it  is  not  consistent 
with  our  honor  and  dignity  to  admit  French  ships  with- 
in our  waters,  16T ;  if  we  are  at  peace  with  Great  Brit- 
ain are  they  entitled  to  all  the  rights  of  hospitaUty  one 
nation  can  show  to  another  f  157 ;  this  Mil  is  a  conces- 
sion to  Great  Britain  and  is  not  a  hostility  to  Franc^ 
167;  what  ii^urles  has  France  donef  167;  if  yon  dis- 
criminate under  the  same  circumstances  you  Jeopardize 
the  peace  of  the  country,  167;  what  has  Britain  done 
which  would  require  a  discrimination  as  to  her  public 
Teasels?  158;  the  bill  shonld  be  passed  in  its  present 
form,  any  material  alteration  will  cause  it  to  be  lost,  and 
thus  will  end  all  that  has  taken  place  between  this  coun- 
try and  Great  Britain,  158 ;  purport  of  the  amendment 
proposed,  158;  admission  of  English  and  exdusion  of 
French  lihips,  160 ;  cause  of  the  interdict  of  British  vm- 
sels,  160 ;  there  has  been  no  satisflwtory  acUustment  of 
our  difflcaltles  with  Great  Britain,  150;  proceedings 
adopted  to  obtain  a  direct  question  on  the  first  amend- 
ment, 159;  a  precedent  ftimlshed,  160 ;  moved  to  ex- 
dude  both  French  and  English  vessels,  160;  lost,  ISO; 
amendment  moved  that  penalties  and  forfeitures  incur- 
red should  be  reooverable  after  the  act  had  expired,  160. 

A  discrimination  should  be  made,  for  one  nation  has 
eomplled  with  tl^i  conditions  of  the  non-intercourse  act, 
whilst  the  other  has  not  changed  her  podtion,  160 ;  the 
inoed  vessels  of  either  should  not  bo  admitted,  160; 


should  so  act  that  neither  of  the  bdligerents  could 
charge  us  with  partiality,  160;  desirable  that  nc  thing 
shonld  be  done  to  embarrass  negotiations,  160 ;  this  bill 
has  passed  the  Senate  unanimously,  101 ;  this  bill  does 
not  conform  to  any  system  of  policy,  161 ;  it  Is  said* 
this  bill  Is  considered  as  comporting  with  the  views  of 
the  Executive,  161;  nothing  doe  for  any  boon  Great 
Britain  has  given  us,  169 ;  what  is  the  declaration  of  the 
British  minister  ?  162 ;  difficult  to  say  what  other  system 
would  be  proper,  162 ;  bill  psssed,  168. 

In  tAe  iSSen<U«.-*Have  been  for  years  oontending  against 
the  tyranny  of  the  dcean,  and  pledged  ourselves  to  the 
world  not  to  surrender  our  rights,  177 ;  war  preferable  to 
ignominious  peace,  177 ;  what  are  the  moans  for  carry- 
ing on  war?  177 ;  it  is  said,  no  object  Is  attdnable  by 
war  with  Great  Britain,  177;  it  wiU  deprive  her  of 
those  supplies  of  raw  materials  obtained  from  this  conn- 
try,  178;  it  will  reproduce  and  cherish  a  commercial 
spirit  in  u^  178 ;  this  biU  is  a  total  dereliction  of  all 
oppodtion  to  the  edicts  of  the  belligerents,  178 ;  motion 
to  recommit  the  biU  lost,  178. 

Question,  shall  the  Benate  adhere  to  their  amendments? 
179 ;  the  interests  of  the  oountry  require  that  the  subject 
shall  be  finally  acted  upon,  179 ;  committee  of  confer- 
ence appointed,  179 ;  report  and  the  question  to  adhere, 
180;  review  ofthe  causes  that  led  to  the  messures  of 
this  government,  180, 181 ;  it  is  better  for  Congress  to 
rise  and  do  nothing  than  to  do  that  which  will  only  in- 
jure ourselves,  182 ;  Senate  vote  to  adhere,  182. 


Jackson,  F.  J.,  his  circular  to  British  Consuls,  198. 

Jaoxsox,  Johx  G.,  Bepresentative  ttom  Virginia,  86,  125, 
187;  in  Ikvor  of  immediate  arming  of  the  public 
vessels,  101 ;  on  an  extra  sesdon  of  Congress,  102 ;  on 
resolution  relatlvo  to  decUon  of  presidential  electors  in 
Msssachusetts,  106 ;  moves  to  pos^one  the  conddera- 
tion  of  a  vote  of  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive, 129 ;  on  non-intercourse  with  Great  Britdn  and 
France,  16&    See  IndeaD^  vols.  1, 2, 8. 

Jaoxsox,  Biohabd  S.,  Bepresentative  from  Bhode  Island, 
87, 124, 187, 816, 424,  6n  ;  on  submisdon  to  the  lato 
edicts  of  England  and  France,  84. 

JaiU  ^Stai6S,—8e«  Indtm^  voL  1. 

JxmBBON,  Thomas,  messsge  as  President  at  a  2d  sesdon  of 
10th  Congress,  8 ;  flunking  privilege  conferred  on,  28 ; 
edis  extra  sesdon  of  the  Senate,  88 ;  results  of  his  admin- 
istration, noU,  114;  franking  privilege  granted  to^  122^ 
Bu  IndeoB^  vda.  1, 2,  & 

JmnaxBt  Bobut,  Bepresentative  from  Pennsylvania,  87, 
124^206,816.    £00  IndSK,  yol  S. 

JmrirxHOa,  Jovatbax,  Delegate  from  Indiana  Territory,  187. 
815,425,577;  on  rdslng  mounted  rangers,  650l 

JoHKSOir,  EicBAun  11^  Bepresentative  from  Kentucky,  86, 
126, 187, 815, 428, 577 ;  on  foreign  relations,  50 ;  on  non- 
intercourse  with  Great  Britdn  and  France,  157 ;  sup- 
porto  petition  of  Elizabeth  Hamilton,  215 ;  in  favor  of  the 
admisdon  of  Mlsslsdppi,  852 ;  on  foreign  relations,  442; 
sgainst  a  naval  establishment,  486 ;  on  the  limits  of 
Louisiana  as  a  State,  528 ;  oifers  a  resolution  to  raise 
mounted  volunteers,  68Qi    800  Indeao^  voL  8. 

Jovn,  Jacob,  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  60& 

JovBS,  Waiabb,  Bepresentative  from  Virginia,  87, 125, 188^ 
819.    iS0e/«<fscB,vola.2,& 

JvdMary  SytUtn,  blU  to  amend,  read  twice,  84, 87.  iSiM 
.MdM^  V0L2. 

^itdg00^  F0d0ral,  removd  ol^  in  the  House,  constitntion  not 
parfoct,  and  provision  made  for  amendment,  851 ;  the 
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a&andineiit  is  to  plsee  the  Jndlduy  om  the  Bame  foaa- 
datlon  M  the  British  jadloiaiy,  851 ;  NMlatioAs  oflbnd, 
808;  House  raftised  to  ooBSld«r,a6i.    As /«!«%  toL  8L 


KiLLT  Jamm,  Bepresentstlve  ttcm  PenosylTanU,  87. 

Xjdiah,  Thomas,  Bepresentattve  from  North  Cuolina,  87, 
180^188,810.    i8M/iMiM,yoL8. 

Kbrxbdt,  WqxiAii,  Sepresentatlve  from  Korth  Oaiolins, 
186,187,818,708.    /Sm /fMfse,  yoL  8. 

Ksn,  Josxra,  BepresentstlTe  ttom  MsiryUnd,  484|  677 ;  on 
an  sddittoiuJ  miUtary  foroe,  679. 

X0m*uokp,-yoU  for  Presldeiit  in  180S)  87 ;  in  1818, 678, 711. 

KsT,  Pmup  R,  BepresentstiYe  ftom  Msirylsad,  87, 124, 181, 
816, 488, 577 ;  on  sabmlssion  to  the  bte  edicts  of  Sng- 
land  snd  France,  88 ;  on  sn  inqoirj  reUtlye  to  prosecu- 
tions under  the  sedition  law,  188 ;  supports  petition  of 
EUiabeth  Hamilton,  815 ;  on  reduction  of  the  navy, 
887 ;  on  the  British  intrignes,  518.   JSes  Indao,  to1&  1,  & 

Xnre,  Burus,  namber  of  rotes  fbr,  as  Tlce  President,  87  ; 
letter  to  Lord  OrenTlUe,  889.    Sm  Indsa,  vol  h 

Knw,  WiLUAx  B.,  Bepresentatiye  from  North  Carolina, 
485, 577 ;  on  lajlng  addiUonal  duties,  481 ;  on  foreign 
relations,  498. 

KitxPATUcx,  WnxiAx,  BeprssentatlTe  from  New  Toxk, 
88.    iSSfs /ndeiB,  yoL  & 

XiroHSLL,  Aaron,  Senator  from  N.  J.,  8.  Sf  lnd§a^  ycia,  1,9, 8. 

KmoK^BBooKn,  Hsbxah,  Bepreeentative  from  New  York, 
184,198,818. 


Laoook,  Asmi,  Bepresentatiye  fhnn  Pennsylysnla,  486, 
677;  on  the  naturalisation  laws,  648, 71& 

LAjfBSBT,  Jomr,  Senator  lh>m  New  Jersey,  88;  118, 188, 858; 
400,666.    i50s/fklM,Tol.8. 

La/nd  (j^lce,  bill  to  establish,  read  seoondtlme  in  the  Senate, 
406. 

Land^  WuUn^  see  /im2«b,  yols.  1, 8,  PubUc  Land§. 

Lanodov,  Jomr,  number  of  yotes  fbr,  as  Tlce  President,  8T. 

Law,  Ltmav,  Bepresentatiye  from  GonneotUmt,  484, 677 ; 
in  ihyor  of  a  naval  establishment,  488 ;  on  an  additional 
military  force,  887. 

Lmrnn,  Josxra,  BeprssentstlTe  from  Penn^ylranla,  484. 

Lmn,  MioHAXL,  Senator  from  Pennsylysnia,  91, 98, 118, 188^ 
960, 400, 666 ;  makes  a  report  rektlye  to  foreign  yessela, 
199 ;  offers  resolutions  telatlye  to  demands  on  Great 
Britain,  179.    As  JimIm,  toIsl  9,  & 

Lxwm,  JosiPB,  jr.,  BepresentatlTe  from  Yfiglnla,  88,  196, 
187, 814, 494, 677 ;  presenU  the  petition  of  the  IMraeton 
of  Washington  Bridge  Company,  74 ;  presents  a  bill  to 
establish  a  turnpike  company  In  the  District  of  Oolnm« 
bla,81    Seelndem^yolZ. 

Li^ary  of  ConffreM.Se6  Jhdm,  yol.  8l 

JXosMMS,  Fortign,  bin  relatlye  to  passed,  T18. 

UgMhoute  DuHm.—Sm  JnO&a,  toI  8. 

X<mlteMon,  BtatuUt  ^  In  the  House,  rsaolntlon  requiring 
the  Conunlttee  on  Claims  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  repealing  or  suspending  the  statutes  of  limitation,  so 
Ihr  as  they  operate  In  bar  of  the  payment  of  certain 
daims  referred,  468 ;  report  of  committee,  468 ;  report 
considered,  475 ;  all  this  class  of  dalma,  being  liquidated 
cbams,  can  be  allowed,  so  the  Treasniy  Department 
state^  without  danger  of  fraud  or  Imposition,  475 ;  the 
amount  Is  $800,000,  of  which  one-fifth  may  not  be  ap- 
plied for,  476 ;  what  is  the  statute  of  llmitatlonsY  476 ; 
in  such  statutes  there  are  always  exceptions,  476 ;  what 
would  be  the  course  of  sn  Indiytdual  r  476 ;  report  not 
to  open  the  sot  disagreed  to^  476 ;  leedntlon  reoom- 


OMudiag  proylstonfor  their  payment  agreed  tD^479; 
resolution  from  the  committee  eonsidered  and  leftned. 
59&   iS^ /iMlein,  ToL  9L 
LiTTLS,  PsTsn,  Bepresentatiye  fkom  Maryland,  494,  BIT ; 
on  pay  of  the  army,  684;  onpriyateer  pMcloutT84; 
on  war  taxes,  TlBi 
Lirauiou,  BnwAxn  St.  Lon,  Bepreaentatlye  fivn  Mini 
chusetts,  86^  194, 191, 861 ;  onnoa-intcreoaiM  with  Gmtf 
Britain  and  Fiance,  197 ;  oppoees  tlio  poBtpmnmsnt  sf 
the  reMdntion  relatlye  to  the  apporttoafneat  of  nprn-* 
sentatlon,  994.    Ae /iMiea^  yoL  8L 
lampooL,  Lord,  bis  de^atch  to  Sir  George  Pieyeel^StUL 
LnoHOSTOH,  Bpwabd,  memorial  relatlye  to  the  Battue  at 

Orlesna,  lia   8^  Indtm,  yds.  1,  Sl 
Liynrosiov,  Bobbt  Lb  Bot,  Bepresentatiye  fkom  Sew 

York,  184, 187, 816,^4. 

Llotb  Jamis,  Jr.,  Senator  from  Maaaaehuaetta,  8,88;  lit, 

188^989,408;  on  the  repeal  of  the  emb«go act.  8;  en 

non-interoourae  with  Great  Britain,  9S;  on  theposU 

ponement  of  the  blU  for  additional  duties,  81 ;  en  in- 

ooiporating  a  bank  of  the  United  Statea,  970 ;  on  an  in- 

erease  of  the  nayy,  406. 

Loan  BUk-^lA  the  House,  the  bill  to  aatboclae  a  lean  nst 

exceeding  the  prindpel  oi  the  pnbHc  debt,  eoMldcnd, 

997;  no  objeetton  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  987;  deibi- 

ftd  as  to  the  amount  required,  997;  borrowing  money, 

ahonld  not  be  called  paying  the  pnbUc  debt,  997;  aDaa- 

thority  to  borrow  money  should  be  expraa  and  ^cdfls 

as  to  the  sum,  997;  numoy  wanted  to  defray  tlie  debts 

heretofope  contracted,  997 ;  spedfie In foet,  997;  aasead- 

ments  propooed,  997 ;  bill  ordered  to  be  lingmaaiia.  987; 

ftarther  debate,  999 ;  bUl  passed,  988. 

ZoMisfotia  Lead  Company,  bill  to  lncorpoi«tei<4ected,8BiL 

LouUiana  JPrnrchatt^^Sf  Jndsv,  vols.  9,  8L 

XovMrnusTbrrttory,  petition  of  inhabitanta,  474.  SmlkF- 

rUori4», 
XoiiMmia,<8toft<2/:~In  the  House,  the  bin  for  tte  adn^ 
don  of  Louisiana,  Aql,  considered  In  Comnslttee,  888; 
amendment  relative  to  the  boundary  cABred,  888 ;  beMar 
that  this  addition  of  territoiy  should  bo  the  anlsleet  sfa 
separate  hiw,688;  there  is  no  dlflleultyin  oltkerwsy, 
698;  the  btU  for  admladon dionld  atato  the  bwindwy, 
688;  motion  passed,  688;  qnestion  relative  to  the  ia- 
habltanU  of  Florida  Territory,  attached  to  tUa  bill.  888; 
passage  of  the  blU  for  the  admlsdonof  LooidaM,  881 
XouMona,  vote  for  Pnddent  In  1819, 678.  ni. 
Loyn,  JoBH,  Bepreeentatlye  from  Yliglnia,  86, 19Bi,  187, 816; 
makes  a  report  on  petition  of  dtlaens  engsged  In  10- 
nnda*s  expedition,  46 ;  fovon  the  reeolntien  for  tanmo- 
diate  measnres  to  liberate  American  prisoners  In  Oar- 
thagena,9&    iSte Aideo; yoL 8. 
Lowimis,  WiLLiAV,  Bepresentatiye  from  South  Carsllna, 
486,  6n;  in  foyor  of  a  naval  eafabtishment,  481   Sm 
JM^ooi,  yds.  9,  & 
Ltu,  Aabok,  Bepresentatiye  from  Penn^lvanla,  191^  181; 

816^  484, 6n. 
Ltdv,  Mattbiw,  Bepreeentatlye  from  Xentncky,  48^  191^ 
919 ;  8nn>orts  the  reeduUon  for  Immediate  meaaarss  to 
liberate  American  prisoners  in  Carthagena,  86;  relatlye 
to  praeeeutlons  for  libel,  184 ;  ehaige  In  the  indlatmeat 
sgdnst  him  for  libel,  186;  focta  In  his  case,  185 ;  oaths 
torpedo  experiment,  919, 99L 

CMm  q^— In  the  House,  a  memorial  ef  Matthew 
Lyon  for  refondlng  his  fln^  under  the  Seditioa  Act.  488; 
moved  to  refor  to  the  Committee  on  daims,  488;  If  the 
petitioner  has  any  ddm,  it  is  becanse  the  If  w  b  oncsa- 
stltutlonal,  of  which  this  committee  sre  not  the  propar 
judge,  496;  moved  to  refer  to  a  select  eommlttoi^  496; 
the  whole  satt}eet  of  theee  proeecations  waa  reforred  te 
aoommittee s(  a  fomter  se«io%  wbkk  bad  been  pr»> 
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Tested  from  Mttag;  if  thereia  jiutloe  in  aaj  of  this  daas 
of  daliiM,  It  ahould  be  koown,  4iT ;  Idle  to  attempt  to  do 
by  etatstei  what  tbe  oonatitatloa  baa  endeaTored  In  Tain 
to  enforoe,  4S7 ;  amendment  proposed  to  tbe  relbrenee, 
4ST;  proper  measoree  bad  not  been  taken  to  proTont  a 
leeurenoe  of  measores  ci  this  kind,  tfT;  amsodment 
carried,  4S7.    As  ifMlM»  to1&  S,  8. 


Maoi;.^t,  BAinm.,  Senator  from  PennsjlTaaia^  S;  lesigna 
bla  seat  in  Senate,  M.    5ss /iMteoa,  to1&  1, 8, 8L 

Maoov,  NAmAHXH.,  Representative  from  North  Carolina, 
8^  188^  187,  818,  480^  577;  offers  resolntion  relatiTe  to 
the  expedieno7  of  oontlnning  the  embargo,  41 ;  oppoees 
the  reaolntion  for  immediate  measares  to  liberate  Amer- 
lean  prisoners  in  Carthagena,  96;  on  the  immediate 
arming  of  tbe  pobUo  Teasels,  98;  on  an  extra  session, 
IM;  on  ooontlng  blank  ballots,  185;  dedlnss  to  be  n 
esndidate  for  the  Speakership,  185;  on  an  inqntrj  rela- 
ttTO  to  praseentions  nnder  the  Sedition  Law,  188, 188; 
on  tbe  Battue  at  New  Orleans,  148 ;  on  non>lnterooarM 
with  Great  Britain  and  France,  180;  on  tbe  remission 
of  eertaln  fines  on  emlgrante  from  Cuba,  184;  opposes 
postponement  of  the  resolution  roUtiTe  to  th^  appor- 
tionment of  Bepresentotion,  884;  on  the  ratio  of  repre- 
sentation, 818 ;  on  the  admission  of  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leans, as  a  State,  881,  884;  on  oommerdal  interoonrse 
with  France  and  Great  Britain,  887;  on  laying  ad- 
dittonal  datlea,  481 ;  on  a  Qiiartermastor*s  Department, 
477;  on  the  British  intrigues,  518;  on  the  State  limlta 
of  Mississippi,  688;  on  mode  of  relief  of  Garaccas,  688; 
on  pay  of  the  army,  688 ;  on  tbe  imprisonment  of  Amer- 
ican seamen,  685 ;  on  an  additional  militory  force,  616 ; 
on  an  additional  military  foroe,  874    864  Jnd6a\  to1& 

MASisoir,  Jamib,  his  letter  ss  Secretary  of  State,  on  the  ob- 
ject of  the  aecret  appropriation  for  foreign  interoonrse, 
88 ;  elected  President  in  1806, 87 ;  number  of  Totes  for, 
aa  Presidettt,  87;  number  of  Totes  for,  as  Tice  Presi- 
dent, 87;  flfst  Inangnral  oi;  88;  letter  to  the  Senate  on 
the  time  of  taking  the  oath  of  olllce,  88;  first  message  to 
Congress,  187 ;  mesaago  to  first  Session  of  Twelfth  Con- 
grass,  401;  his  Message  at  second  Session  of  Twelfth 
Congress,  587 ;  elected  Prssldent,  574.  Sm  MdM,  Tds. 
1,8.   • 

MAABvms,  Patbxok,  chosen  deik  of  the  Houss^  188 ;  elect- 
ed derk  of  the  House,  485.    Ae/iMtea\ToL8. 

MAQBunn,  AiLAH  Bw,  Senator  from  Louisiana,  688. 

MALBora,  Fbabcis,  Senator  flrom  Rhode  Island,  85,  118; 
decease  oA  181. 

MaHHme  D^sfies,  bill  rehtlTe  to,  read  twice  in  Sennte, 
41& 

Maxxon,  Bobbbt,  RepresentatlTe  from  South  Carolina,  87, 
185, 187 ;  on  the  remission  of  certain  ilnes  on  emlgrante 
from  Cuba,  188, 181    As /h<lsas  toL  8. 

Mabsbaxx,  J.,  letter  to  Mr.  King,  888.  A« /fufsai,  toIs.  8,  & 

Mdrykmd,  vote  for  President  in  1808, 87 ;  in  1818, 578, 711. 

MoMoekuHtU,  Tote  for  President  in  1806, 87 ;  in  1818, 578, 
711 ;  resolntioBS  relntlTe  to  a  war  with  Great  Britain, 
415. 

Mavtbbs,  JosiAK,  ReprssentetiTo  from  New  Tork,  87.  S^* 
J^mIscr,  ToL  8. 

Matsbbb,  Jambs,  appointed  Sergeant-at-arms,  by  the  Sen- 
ate, 8;  chosen  Sergeant^t-arms  of  the  Senate,  118L 

Matthxwb,  ynroBBT,  RepreaentatlTe  from  New  York,  188, 
188. 

MATTHBwsoir,  EusRA,  Senator  flrom  Rhode  Island,  8;  118, 
188, 8Sa    iS^  JMsosi,  ToL  8L 

Mazwxll,  Gbobab  C  RepresentatlTe  tnm  New  Jersey,  488. 


MoBbim,  ABOmBALD,Repreaentatlre  from  North  OaioUna* 
185, 187,  816, 488,  677. 

MoCoT,  WiLUAM,  RepreaentatlTe  from  Virginia,  484, 077. 

McCbbbbt,  WnuAM,  RepresentatlTe  ttom  MMyland,  88; 
preaente  petition  of  citizens  confined  in  tbe  jsUs  nt 
Oarttaagsna,  South  America,  87.    Sss  Ind^a^  toL  8l 

MoKxB,  Sahvbl,  RepresentatlTe  from  Kentucky,  186,  187, 
815,485,680;  on  foreign  relationa,  456;  against  a  naval 
establishment,  484;  on  the  bUl  laying  an  embargo,  544 ; 
on  an  Increase  of  the  Navy,  800. 

McKiif,  ALBZAimBB,  RepreaentatlTe  from  Maryland,  18< 
188, 816, 484, 577;  preaente  petition  of  American  prison- 
ens  in  Carthagena,  141;  on  MirandA*^  Expedition,  148; 
on  the  Torpedo  experiment,  880 ;  on  reduction  of  the 
Navy,  887;  on  disbanding  the  master  oommandanto  in 
4he  Navy,  848 ;  In  fovor  of  the  admission  of  Mississippi, 
888;  on  privateer  pensions,  704. 

MoKixLBT,  WxLUAJi,  Represcntattve  firom  YlrglnlA,  811 

Medal*  amd  PrUe  Money^  for  tbe  oflloers  and  crew  of  tho 
Constitution,  reported  on,  686^ 

MtdiUrransam  TVxtde.-See  Indeatf  toL  8. 

Mkos,  RarvBir  Jobathak,  Jr.,  Senator  from  Ohio,  86, 116^ 
166 ;  resigns  his  seat  in  the  Senato,  864 

JfsmoHal,  Ikom  eltlxens  of  New  York  rslatlTe  to  the  em- 
baigo,  Ao.,  418;  remarks,  414. 

Jfsridtofi,  a  first,  Report  on  the  establishment  of;  888. 

Jfsssoas  of  President  JeffevBon  at  second  Session  of  the 
Tenth  Congress,  8 ;  on  expenses  of  foreign  intercoune, 
88;  of  President  Madison  at  first  Session  of  EloTcnth 
Congress,  117;  of  President  Msdlaonat  second  session, 
EleTcnth  Congress,  167;  communicating  circular  of  F.  J. 
Jackson,  188;  with  report  of  Secretary  of  State  relatiTe 
to  Tombigbee  and  Alabama  rivers,  818 ;  of  President  Madi- 
son at  third  Session  of  Eleventh  Congress,  851 ;  confiden- 
tial from  the  President  to  the  Senato  In  secret  session, 
818;  rehitlve  to  reparation  for  the  attack  on  the  frigate 
Chesapeake,  406 ;  relative  to  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe, 
406;  and  documento  relntlve  to  the  hostile  policy  of 
Great  Britain,  404;  on  the  Hudson  River  end  Lake  On- 
tario Ctoal,  404;  leUtive  to  British  Intrigues  to  dis- 
member tbe  Union,  406 ;  relative  to  a  temporary  em- 
bargo, ^0;  relative  to  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe,  466; 
with  proceedings  ci  a  convention  In  Orleans  Territory, 
506;  do.  with  documento  relative  to  British  Intrigues, 
606 ;  relative  to  an  embargo,  544 ;  on  aflkirs  with  Great 
Britain,  551;  and  documento  relative  to  Florida,  568; 
Annual  to  both  Houses  of  Congress,  567;  communicat- 
ing the  capture  of  the  Macedonian  and  Frolic,  570 ;  and 
documento  reUtlve  to  the  capture  of  British  vesseb  on 
Lake  Erie,  571 ;  communicating  captorss  snd  destmctloa 
of  the  Java,  574 ;  with  documento  relative  to  tbe  capture 
of  the  frigate  Bfaoedonian,  687;  rehitlve  to  conduct  of 
British  officers  to  persons  taken  in  American  armed 
ships,  606 ;  reletlve  to  impressed  seamen,  705;  relative 
to  the  capture  of  the  ftigato  Java,  716;  relative  to  the 
Orders  In  Council,  717. 

Jfssso^ss,  iVssidsfiMalL— Am  /h<tecB,  vols.  1, 8, 8L 

Mbtoalt,  Abvitab,  Representative  from  New  York,  4$i^ 
577. 

MnxBDOB,  JoBH,  Senator  firom  Georgia,  81;  choeen  Pre- 
sident jpro  fsin.  of  the  BeuAte,  87.     See  Indeta,  to1&  1, 

MfT.i.BB,  Plbasamt  M.,  RepresentatlTe  from  Tennessee,  185, 
187, 815;  on  the  admission  of  the  Territory  of  Orleana 
as  a  State,  888L 

JOUtary  Farce,  addUioMl-^See  Army, 

MUUary  Acad^my.—See  Jmdea^  toI.  8. 

jmiMa,  arming  and  dassinir«f  considered,  T0&  8ee  Ind€Q»t 
T0L8. 

MniroB,  WiLLZAK,  RepiesentatlTe  from  PennqrlTsnia,  86^ 
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IM,  187, 81S»  4H,  tin;  on  aa  eztn  MMion  of  CongreaB, 
108;  on  non-interoonno  with  Great  Britain  and  France, 
lOT ;  on  the  tale  of  all  the  gnnboata,  229 ;  on  oommercial 
Intoreoorse  with  France  and  Great  Britain,  887 ;  on  the 
protection  of  American  eeamen,  429;  on  the  British  in- 
trignea,  619 ;  on  Increased  pay  of  the  Army,  688 ;  on  the 
imprisonment  of  American  seamen,  6M,  69&  S&e  Indem^ 
ToLa 

MMmg  Company^  blU  tor  the  laoorporattoa  att  la  upper 
LoQislana,  406;  bin  passed,  409. 

JMni;  Sita^MsAmefU  <i^-t80S /iMfMs,  Tols.  1, 2. 

Miranda's  jaspedUlon.--Jn  the  Home,  petition  of  thirty- 
six  American  dtizens  eonflned  at  Oarthagena,  in  flonth 
America,  nnder  sentence  of  slarery,  87;  referred,  89; 
report  of  committee,  46;  resolation  of  committee  oon- 
aldered,  96 ;  postponement  moved,  96 ;  lost,  96 ;  an  agree- 
ment on  the  resolation  would  IatoIto  the  government 
in  dlfflonlty  withoat  answering  any  good  parpose,  96; 
it  woold  tend  to  prove  that  the  goremment  had  oonnee- 
tion  with  the  expedition,  96;  the  persons  had  engaged 
themselves  la  foreign  service,  96 ;  had  been  taken  and 
condemned  for  piracy,  96 ;  appeal  to  hnmaalty,  96 ;  each 
an  appeal  coold  not  involve  the  government,  96 ;  the 
men  had  been  deluded,  96;  they  had  been  sulfldenUy 
punished,  96 ;  resolation  lost,  91 

Besolntion  offered,  that  the  Preddent  tako  measures 
to  effect  their  liberation  if  satisfied  they  were  involnn- 
tarily  drawn  into  the  enterprise,  142;  in  this  case  to 
lean  to  the  dde  of  humanity  is  an  act  of  great  in^nstice 
and  cruel^  to  sodety,  142 ;  it  is  not  a  question  like  re- 
deeming our  brethren  from  slavery  in  Tripoli,  but 
whether  this  government  wonld  lend  its  countenance 
to  the  dass  of  men  conoemod  in  the  expeditions  of 
HLranda  and  Aaron  Burr,  142 ;  in  passing  this  resolution 
we  hold  up  a  premium  to  vice,  142 ;  no  justice  in  the 
proposed  interference,  148;  a  bounty  should  be  allowed 
on  the  exportation  of  every  man  of  similar  prlndples, 
148;  the  Spanish  government  never  wonld  rdease  them 
until  the  government  interfered,  148 ;  the  only  money 
necessary  was  to  defray  the  expense  of  bringing  them 
back,  148;  If  the  President  has  the  power  he  has  not 
chosen  to  exerdse  it,  148;  did  not  knowingly  engage  in 
this  expedition,  148;  they  declare  they  did  not  nnder- 
■tand  the  nature  of  the  expedition,  148;  reasons  to  diow 
this,  144;  a  judicial  investigaUott  was  had  in  New  York 
previous  to  embaroatton,144;  those  who  enlisted  the 
men  declare  they  were  not  informed  of  the  ot^Ject  of  the 
expedition,  144 ;  embarrassment  of  their  dtuation,  144; 
if  the  men  were  guilty  they  should  not  recdve  the 
benefit  of  the  tnterpodtion  of  government,  144;  theoe 
appeals  for  mercy  would  apply  better  to  the  Bpanish 
government,  146 ;  sul^eet  of  the  greatest  delicaey  Ibr  the 
United  States  to  interfere,  146 ;  statement  of  a  lawyer, 
146 ;  we  should  phMS  the  Preddent  in  a  very  unpleasant 
.  dtuation,  146 ;  what  has  the  British  Government  done  f 
146 ;  have  not  the  British  sul^ects  been  liberated  f  146 ; 
wliat  has  been  the  dtuation  of  Great  Britdn  to  BpalaT 
146;  what  connection  exists  between  the  statements 
that  have  been  made  and  the  merits  of  the  esse?  147; 
question  lost,  147. 

MUtimippi  rerrOory.— Memorial  of  LegisUtive  Coundl 
264;  report  on  petition  of  dtixens,  466.  As  TtrrUorUt. 

UUtMippi^frt  naHffoUon  qf.—^5«e  JiMtaa,  voL  2. 

Missouri  TsrrUory.^JSes  TsrrUoriss. 

MxTOHxu.,  Jomr,  letters  relative  to  American  prisoners, 
706. 

VxTCBXLL,  BAMina.  L.,  Senator  from  New  York,  8;  on  the 
repeal  of  the  embargo  act,  16 ;  Bepresentative  firom 
New  York,  816, 424, 677 ;  on  the  ratio  of  representation, 
817;  makes  a  report  on  the  Bpanish  American  colonies^ 


486;  on  the  bUl  to  enable  tiie  people  ef  lOididKil  t» 
form  a  State  Government,  881 ;  oa  Impoaiag  addftfoMd 
duties,  689;  on  the  temporsry  embargo  bOl,  690;  re- 
ports on  an  astronooiical  obeervaitoly,  TOOi.  Sse  farfar, 
vols.  2, 8. 

Memos,  Jamib,  number  of  votes  for,  as  Ylce  PrasMaat,  SL 
Sss  IfuUm^  vols.  1, 2. 

MoHTQOMSBT,  Davikl,  jr.,  Beprescntsttve  from  Peaaqrl- 
vania,86. 

MosTOOMUT,  Jomr,  Bepresentative  tnm.  liaiylaDd,  M^ 
125,  187,  816;  oa  aon-intereoarte  with  Great  BriHrfa 
and  France,  160 ;  on  remisdon  of  eertala  fines  on  eni- 
grants  ih>m  Cuba,  164;  agdast  gxaattag  petiltai  «f 
Elisabeth  Hamilton,  816;  reports  on  Baakof  tkeUalted 
Statea,  216;  agdnst  the  daim  of  Jared  Bhattuik,  SOflL 
Ae  /rurs0,  voL  8. 

Moou^  AxDKKw,  Senator  flrom  Ylrgiaia,  6;  oa  tfa*  npeal 
ofthe  embargo  act,  IL    jSse /luiM,  voIsl  S,  8L 

Mooaa,  Nicholas  B.,  Bepresentative  ttvm  MaiyiaBd,  M^ 
126,187,8161    iSte /jufee,  VOL  8. 

Moou^  Troxas,  Bepresentative  from  Booth  CtaroHaa,  Si, 
126,187,816,426,677.    jSse /iMtao,  vela.  2, 8L 

MoBOAW,  Jamss,  Bepresentative  from  New  Jersey,  4S<  OBt. 

MoBBOW,  Jksbmlah,  Bepresentative  from  Ohloi,  M^  VM^  18Z, 
815, 486, 677;  reports  on  the  daim  for  military  ■aiiluai 
in  the  old  French  war,  819.    jSse /iides^  voL  8L 

Moaaow,  Jomr,  Bepreseatative  from  Yirgiaia,  81  As  B^ 
dM,  VOLS. 

MosxLT,  JoiTATKAH  O.,  Bepreseatativo  tnm  ConaeelleBtt, 
86,  124^  187,  816,  484,  5n;  en  an  additteaal  miUtaiy 
force,  614    Ae /fMfea\  voL  & 

MirnnML  TVoopt.—In  the  Hoose,  resolation  pffss— ted  Is 
anthorixe  an  expedition  of  monated  volnateeis  a^lasfc 
certain  hostile  Indian  tril>ea,  579;  the  people  have  the 
will  and  power  to  extirpate  theae  tribea  or  compel  tbelr 
surrender,  679 ;  duty  of  Congress  to  organize  this  i 
and  direct  this  will,  679 ;  dnce  the  defoat  of  ] 
no  campdgn  had  been  carried  oa  witk  them  soitahk  te 
bring  them  to  reason,  579 ;  experienee  of  the  past,  57f ; 
the  work  has  been  begun  and  diould  be  oompletod,  568  ; 
subject  conddered,  660;  resoluttons  relative  to^eOeied, 
661 ;  Idd  on  the  table,  661. 

MuxFOSD,  GiraDOH  B^  Bepresentative  from  New  Yetk,  M, 
212,  816 ;  on  submisdon  to  the  bte  edicts  of  Kagtaad  sad 
France, 48;  opposes  byiag  up  cf  the  fi^gatea,  t2i;  e« 
conmierdal  intercourse  with  France  aad  Great  Bdlai^ 
87a    i8te/fMlea\voL8L 


JfaUonal  VnitsrsO^.—Sse  Jmdtm^  toL  2l 

JfahuraUmati^  Xates.~lB  the  Honse,  reaohitioa  lelalKw 
to  ameading  the  law,  olfored,  648 ;  by  the  law  the  eoofts 
are  proliiblted  aaturalidng  foreigners  daoe  tke  de»> 
laration  of  war,  648;  to  persona  who  have  takea  their 
first  papers  the  Government  is  pledged,  548 ;  resolathm 
reforred,  648;  supplementary  biU  Introduced,  SM; 
amendments  offered,  694. 

/»  Me  Anms.— Motion  to  amend  coaddeied,  715 ;  ve- 
ttoa  lost,  716;  section  depriving  of  his  ri|^t  any  eoe  whs 
leaves  the  country  fbr  two  years,  lost,  716;  biU  etdsrsd 
to  be  engrossed,  716 ;  passage  opposed,  715;  bill  rsosia 
mltted,71&    As /9m2s0,  volsi  1,  2l  ^ 

yaiurcMsed  (TiMteiM.— Petition  fl>r  protection,  6T4. 

ITawl  JBtta^UsAment-BiU  relative  to,  read  third  tlasahi 
the  Senate,  176. 

In,  as  ir<WML— Bill  to  employ  an  additional  ans- 
ber  of  seamen  aad  marines,  cooddered;  i 
propose  immediate  arming  and  manning  aU  the  i 
vessels,  97;   Preddeai  already  aathorixed  to  fit  eai 
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Umm  Teasels  when  the  public  Mrvico  reqatres,  97 ;  if 
no  occasion  exists,  the  expense  is  a  safficiont  argu- 
ment against  It,  97;  take  six  months  to  prepare  our 
ahipa,  97;  they  are  rotting  now  at  the  docks,  97;  if 
out  at  sea  <he7  might  be  nsefhl,  97 ;  a  naval  force,  the 
most  effectnal  protection  to  onr  seaports,  97;  howev- 
er small  onr  naval  force  it  should  not  be  nndsrvalned, 
97 ;  a  war  with  Great  Britain  could  be  carHod  on  only 
by  distressing  her  trade,  97 ;  if  we  had  a  navy  it  would 
ftimiah  the  strongest  temptation  to  attack  onr  seaports, 
98;  moved  to  refer  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  98;  motion  lost,  98;  no  esti- 
mate aooompaniee  this  bill,  96 ;  this  House  as  much 
right  to  Judge  of  the  force  requisite  as  any  other  depart- 
ment, 98;  advantages  that  will  accrue  to  the  nation 
from  a  fsw  ftstpsailing  frIgate^  98 ;  what  defence  a  flaw 
frigates  would  be  could  not  be  understood,  98 ;  onr  power 
of  coercion  Is  not  on  the  ocean,  98 ;  sufficient  evidence 
In  history  to  warn  the  United  States  against  a  naval 
force,  98 ;  foots  bearing  on  the  case,  98 ;  economy  is  good 
tn  time  of  peace,  but  not  for  war,  99 ;  it  is  shocking  doc- 
trine that  this  country  ought  to  have  a  navy  competent 
to  cope  with  a  detachment  of  the  British  navy,  99; 
England  now  sole  mistress  of  the  ocean,  99 ;  as  well  think 
of  embarking  a  hundred  thousand  men  to  attack  France 
on  her  soil,  as  of  building  ships  enough  to  oppose  the 
British  navy,  99 ;  the  question  is  whether  we  will  call 
Into  actual  service  the  little  navy  we  possess,  99 ;  those 
attempting  to  argue  in  fiivor  of  this  measure  involve 
themselves  in  absurdities,  99;  these  absurdities  exposed, 
99;  not  wealth  enough  in  this  whole  nation  If  each 
should  give  his  all,  to  maintain  onr  rights  against  Great 
Britain,  100;  at  the  dose  of  the  Bevolutionaiy  war  we 
had  but  ono  frigate,  and  the  best  thing  we  did  was  to 
give  that  away,  100;  the  insult  at  Savannah,  100;  would 
It  be  good  policy  to  let  our  means  of  carrying  on  war  on 
fhe  ocean  rot  at  onr  docks?  100;  why  then  should  they 
not  be  manned  ?  100 ;  the  expense  of  this  measure  wUl 
compel  Congress  to  borrow  money,  100;  disadvantages 
of  loans,  100 ;  on  the  score  of  protection  to  trade  It  is 
not  proper  to  fit  out  a  navy,  101 ;  this  proposition  a  mere 
entering  wedge,  101 ;  causes  an  extension  of  Executive 
patronage  which  should  be  limited,  101 ;  nothing  In  the 
nature  of  the  Government  or  foreign  relations  to  require 
a  navy,  101 ;  not  now  discussing  the  propriety  of  raising 
a  naval  force  for  oflbnsive  purposes,  101 ;  an  invasion, 
whether  on  land  or  water,  touches  equally  the  llfb-blood 
of  every  man,  101. 

Jf»  ihs  E&uu.'-BiXL  to  reduce  the  naval  force  read  In 
oommittee,227;  moved  to  strike  out  so  much  ss  pro- 
vides that  aU  the  frigates  but  three  shall  be  sold,  898; 
moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  section,  228;  the  navy 
should  be  put  on  the  footing  of  the  peace  establishment, 
828;  reform  in  the  expenditure  desired,  928;  other 
amendments  proposed,  228;  motion  to  Insert  Wsshing- 
ton  as  a  place  for  a  navy  yard  carried,  229;  indefinite 
postponement  moved,  229 ;  withdrawn,  229;  question  to 
strike  out  so  much  as  orders  the  sale  of  all  the  gunboats, 
229;  mortifying  to  witness  the  events  unfolding  In  the 
Old  World,  and  the  paralysing  system  going  on  in  this 
country,  229 ;  some  system  should  be  adopted  for  the 
protection  of  our  commerce,  229 ;  '*  millions  for  defence, 
not  a  cent  for  tribute,"  229 ;  the  vessels  should  be  fitted 
out,  280;  motion  to  place  the  navy  on  the  footing  of 
1800,  280;  the  system  of  the  navy  yards  requires  a 
thorough  reform,  280;  mode  of  equipment  referred  to, 
280 ;  a  reform  In  the  expense,  not  the  abolition  of  the 
navy,  was  the  great  desideratum,  280;  what  appearance 
would  the  passage  of  this  bill  present  to  the  world,  after 
the  resolutions  adopted  at  the  commencement  of  the 


session? 280;  the  terrapin  policy,  281;  no  one  can  be 
Insensible  to  the  necessity  of  protection,  281;  consider 
the  immense  space  exposed,  281 ;  the  navy  Is  at  present 
sofllolently  reduced,  281 ;  it  Is  asked,  what  has  the  navy 
done  ?  281 ;  not  that  wsnt  of  system  at  the  navy  yards 
which  is  complained  of,  282 ;  the  smaller  vessels  are  In 
perfect  repair,  282;  what  mighty  good  has  the  army 
done  by  land  ?  282 ;  the  eflTects  of  o  naval  force  upon 
OomwaUls,  282;  the  people  of  the  United  Stotes  are 
destined  to  become  a  great  naval  power,  282 ;  object  of 
the  present  reduction  Is  to  enable  the  Government  to 
dispense  with  loans  and  taxes,  288 ;  nothing  can  so  tend 
to  strangle  the  Inflint  Hercules  of  the  American  navy, 
as  the  injudicious  manner  in  which  that  power  has  been 
attempted  to  be  brought  Into  action,  288 ;  the  rewnne 
necessary  for  a  naval  establishment  Is  founded  on  dom- 
meroisl  greatness,  288;  but  we  have  changed  and  per- 
verted all  this,  288;  whence  come  these  proceedings 
which  we  find?  288;  the  reduction  will  not  do  any  ef- 
fectuA  service,  284 ;  comparative  expenses  of  the  navy 
under  the  several  administrations,  285;  expenses  of  the 
marine  corps,  286;  expenses  of  the  navy  yards,  286 ;  an- 
nual cost  of  a  seaman,  286;  arguments  considered,  287 ; 
is  It  necessary  to  continue  this  establishment  in  Its 
present  state?  288;  when  the  United  States  had  forty 
sail  afloat  and  eight  thousand  seamen,  they  had  no  navy 
yards,  288;  onr  duty  to  commence  a  thorough  investi- 
gation, 289;  examinations  of  the  committee,  289;  re- 
pairs of  the  vessels,  289 ;  naval  equipments,  289 ;  motion 
to  strike  out  so  much  as  orders  the  sale  of  all  the  frigates 
but  three,  lost,  240 ;  section  relative  to  dismissal  of  sea- 
men lost,  240. 

Motion  to  strike  out  the  section  which  reduces  the 
marine  corps  considered,  840 ;  former  price  of  rations, 
240;  proportion  of  mariners  to  seamen,  240;  who  are 
the  true  friends  of  the  Administration?  240;  section 
stricken  out,  842 ;  motion  to  amend  so  as  to  dlsbsnd  the 
master  commandants,  242;  reasons  ssked  for,  242;  the 
proposition  is  preposterous,  242;  never  been  any  reason 
assigned  for  the  creation  of  these  officers,  242 ;  this 
amendment  called  submission  to  the  belligerents,  242 ; 
oar  situation  requires  a  war  speech  against  somebody, 
248 ;  well  if  onr  relative  expenditures  oould  be  brought 
back  to  Mr.  Adams*  Administration,  248;  amendments 
proposed,  244;  save  an  expenditure  of  near  a  million 
doUars,  244;  the  original  biU  In  a  different  form,  244; 
amendment  proposed  to  limit  the  number  of  seamen  to 
fifteen  hundred,  245;  this  retrenchment  In  the  navy  will 
end  In  smoke,  245;  Adams*  Administration  made  the 
only  reform  ever  made  In  the  naval  establishment,  245; 
reduction  made  by  the  act  of  1801, 245 ;  proceedings  In 
1806, 245;  ftirther  debate,  246;  amendment  moved,  947; 
lost,  847;  original  amendment  passed,  84T. 

Jn  the  8«nate.—The  bill  reUtive  to  an  Increase  of  the 
navy  considered,  405 ;  amendment  proposed,  authorising 
the  President  to  cause  to  be  built,  as  soon  as  possible,  a 
blank  number  of  ftigate^  406;  offered  from  a  sense  of 
duty  to  support  the  dignity,  protect  the  rights,  and  ad- 
vance the  best  Interests  of  the  country,  406 ;  if  It  be  not 
the  purpose  of  the  Government  to  engage  In  an  open, 
actual,  efficient  war,  or  to  place  the  nation  In  such  a 
complete  state  of  defence  as  to  avert  war  ttom  our  readi- 
ness to  meet  It,  then  some  of  the  messnres  of  the  pres- 
ent session  are  not  only  Inexcusable,  but  nearly  treason- 
able, 406;  what  was  the  consequence  of  the  course  of 
the  Government  in  1798?  406;  look  at  the  case  of  the 
war  with  Tripoli,  406;  then  followed  the  decrees,  406; 
oonmierce  has  been  abandoned,  406 ;  what  was  the  lead- 
ing object  of  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution  In 
the  northern  parts  of  the  Union?  emphatically  to  pro- 
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tect  oommeroe,  406;  the  only  monoy  paid  into  the 
Treasoiy  which  can  Justly  be  placed  to  the  ezdoalve 
eredlt  of  the  oommeroe,  la  the  earn  retained  In  com- 
merce; how,  then,  haa  she  done  eyeiy  thing  for  the 
GoTemmentf  407;  who  are  most  interested  in  com- 
merce ;  the  growers  ot  the  articles,  or  the  Ihotora,  or 
freighters  employed  in  their  exchange  f  407 ;  exports  of 
foreign  prodaotlons  consUtntes  a  oommeroe  which  is  the 
legitimate  oftpring  of  war,  and  expires  with  the  first 
dawnlngs  of  peace,  408 ;  it  Is  proseonted  chiefly  by  com- 
mercial cities  east  and  north  of  the  Potomac,  408;  a 
navy  cani^Jore  commerce,  but  cannot  afford  it  protec- 
tion, nnless  it  annihilates  the  naval  force  of  the  adverse 
nation,  408 ;  these  frigates  are  to  be  employed  in  de- 
stroying the  commerce  of  the  enemy,  and  not  in  fluting 
her  armed  veesels,  according  to  the  representations  of 
gentlemen,  408;  bill  concerning  the  Naval  establish- 
ment considered,  477;  moved  to  fill  the  blank  of  the 
ilrst  section  with  $480t000;  a  great  question,  involving, 
in  this  snbject,  to  a  considerable  extent,  the  Ikte  of  a 
•pedes  of  national  defence,  the  most  essential  and  neces- 
sary, 478 ;  if  the  inlknt  Naval  establishment  is  pat  down, 
the  maiotitj  of  this  House  run  a  great  risk  of  becoming 
the  minority,  478;  It  has  been  said  this  country  is  a 
great  land  animal,  which  should  not  venture  into  the 
water,  478 ;  the  ocean  is  the  fkrm  of  a  great  portion  of 
our  people,  478 ;  we  are  now  going  to  war,  to  protect 
their  ri^ts,  478 ;  if  Great  Britain  had  not  the  Canadas 
on  onr  border,  how  could  we  attack  or  resist  her  ?  478 ; 
the  Naval  establishment  has  been  too  much  neglected, 
478;  the  eommittee  ask  what  this  House  will  do,  prln- 
dpally  toward  establishing  and  perpetuating  a  respect- 
able naval  Ibrce,  for  the  protection  of  the  rights  of  the 
people  exposed  on  the  ocean,  478;  the  adoption  of  a 
respectable  Naval  establishment  is  deemed  Improper  on 
the  grounds  of  its  enormous  expense,  and  the  inability 
of  the  nation  to  resist  with  effect,  the  immense  naval 
power  of  Great  Britain,  478 ;  Its  expense  daring  eighteen 
years,  479 ;  an  examination  of  the  figures  and  statements, 
479;  the  average  annual  expense  is  little  more  than 
twice  the  amount  of  onr  economical  dvll  list,  479 ;  less 
expensive  than  the  military  establishment,  479;  com- 
pere the  service  of  the  army  with  that  of  the  navy,  479 ; 
If  the  expenses  have  been  extravagant,  there  la  an  op- 
portunity through  experience,  to  reform  the  abuse,  479 ; 
a  naval  force  the  cheapest  defence,  479 ;  compare  its  ex- 
pense with  that  of  permanent  fortlfi<ytion8,  479;  the 
force  proposed  is  suflldent  to  protect  us  on  our  own 
seas,  and  defend  our  ports  and  harbors  against  the  naval 
power  of  Great  Britain,  479 ;  such  is  the  opinion  of  naval 
men,  479;  a  triple  Ibrce  will  be  required  by  the  enemy 
to  put  himself  on  a  footing  of  equality  with  that  of  the 
United  States,  480 ;  the  fi>rce  sent  here  must  be  relieved 
every  three  months,  480;  HaUikx  is  the  only  suitoble 
port  Great  Britain  haa  on  this  coast,  480 ;  great  miscon- 
ception on  the  subject  of  the  British  naval  force,  480; 
this  force  examined,  480 ;  only  a  limited  number  of  ships 
can  be  directed  by  her  towards  a  given  point,  480;  her 
seamen,  also,  are  limited,  480;  her  pecuniary  resources 
ere  limited,  480;  what  number  of  vessela  is  she  prac- 
tically able  to  keep  in  oommisdonf  480;  some  oppose 
this  bill,  lest  we  should  become  too  great  a  naval 
power,  481 ;  but  a  navy  is  said  to  be  anti-republican, 
481;  we  are  told  that  navies  have  ruined  every  nation 
that  has  employed  them,  481 ;  objections  to  the  bill,  481 ; 
after  the  war  is  over,  the  navy  will  remain,  482 ;  the 
army  will  be  disbanded,  488 ;  it  is  inexpedient  to  com- 
mence a  permanent  naval  establlahment,  488;  we  are 
onprepared  for  It,  489 ;  we  cannot  protect  our  eonmierce 
OB  the  ocean,  489;  the  ezpenaee  of  a  Naval  estabUah- 


ment  exceed  the  prdlts  which  arise  from  the  commwna 
it  protects,  488 ;  these  expenses  are  a  seifoas  djectJaa, 
488;  what  has  the  nation  benefited  for  the  peat  ener- 
mons  expenditure?  488;  details  of  the  ezpendltue  at 
the  Waahlngton  Navy  Yard,  488;  a  navy  wlU  be  the 
means  of  exdting  many  wars,  488 ;  consider  the  fote  cf 
all  nations  who  have  been  fomooa  for  their  naviea,  488; 
Great  Britain  must  sink  under  the  heavy  ynjapu<s 
484;  our  vessels  may  only  tend  to  twtXL  the  pisaiet 
catalogue  of  the  British  Navy,  484;  small  ahtpa  an 
proper  for  the  service  of  the  United  States,  484;  If  we 
proceed  to  build  a  Naval  establishment,  it  m^  afbet 
the  deeUnies  of  this  naUon  to  the  latest  poateclty,  484; 
this  nation  is  not  inevitably  destined  to  become  a  grsMt 
naval  power,  484;  reasons  why  a  permanent  ewtahWah- 
ment  will  prove  ruinous,  484;  the  propcaad  cattahBsb- 
ment  cannot  be  maintained,  without  permaneBt  Intenal 
taxes  and  a  constant  increase  ct  public  debt,  484 ;  navlm 
have  never  been  considered  adequate  to  the  nrmplrte 
protection  of  commerce,  484 ;  the  dtaation  <tf  Eoiepe  is 
in  all  respects  different  from  ours,  486 ;  iikstnietioes  of 
the  Tirgiula  Legishtture  to  their  Senatora  in  CeoigresB, 
in  1801, 485;  establish  a  navy  and  thla  country  may  bU 
fiu«well  to  peace,  485;  our  little  navy  baa  already  eae- 
tributed  much  towards  the  Irritation  which  eziscs  be- 
tween us  and  England,  488;  the  object  fai  view  is  ss 
ruinous  to  the  flnanoes  of  the  people  aa  it  wID  be  de- 
ftmctlve  to  the  peace  of  the  nation,  486 ;  dnee  the  poBli- 
cal  revolution  in  1801,  the  question  of  bofiding  a  aary 
has  never  before  been  presented  directly  to  the  censld- 
eratlon  of  Congress,  486 ;  the  United  States  caniMit  main- 
tain a  navy  without  oppresdon  to  the  great  maas  ef  the 
oommunity  in  the  persons  of  tax-gmtherera,  486;  the 
system  as  well  as  the  expense  objected  to,  486;  mots^iM; 
the  peoi^e  will  not  support  such  a  naval  ftstahHshmfiit^ 
4S7 ;  the  advocates  of  a  navy  need  not  expect  te  eover 
the  deformity  and  danger  ef  the  system,  by  teDing  the 
people  they  are  the  fHends  to  the  proteetioa  of  eom- 
merce,  487 ;  the  dividon  of  sentiment  in  the  dele^dkaa 
from  different  6tatea,487;  search  for  examplea  in  a>- 
dent  and  modem  history,  487;  haa  the  navy  of  Britain 
ever  been  confined  to  the  protection  of  her  lawfol  eeas- 
merce  r  488 ;  the  report  has  assumed  prlndplee  aa  erro- 
neous aa  they  are  novel,  488;  maritime  eomnmee  haa 
only  a  ooS  val  right  of  protection  with  other  objeeta ;  atfll 
the  greatest  means  and  resources  of  the  Qoveramwif 
have  been  devoted  to  iU  protection,  488 ;  it  la  asked  bow 
we  shall  contend  with  a  maritime  nation,  witbeat  a 
navy?  objections  to  the  object  in  view  aBSwrred,  489; 
the  nature  of  commerce,  489;  the  value  of  wiminfrBe 
has  been  strangely  misunderstood,  489;  bat  we  ba^ 
determined  to  defend  it,  490;  we  must  employ  the 
cheapest  and  most  efficadous  means  orboatOity  we  p«»> 
•ess,  490;  If  it  is  absurd  to  protect  commerce  t^  a  Bsvy, 
how  much  more  so  by  an  army,  whldi  eoata  man  than 
a  navy,  490 ;  the  strongest  recommendatioB  ef  a  nmwj  te 
free  governments  has  been  that  It  was  capable  ef  dfifoel 
ing,  but  not  of  endaving,  490 ;  a  navy,  it  ia  said,  wwU 
terminate  in  an  aristocracy  or  a  minority,  490;  the  eoB- 
stltution  was  formed  by  the  union  cf  indepeadest  Stelas 
that  the  strength  of  the  whole  ml^t  be  employed  te 
the  protection  of  every  part,  490;  an  army  the  StsBS 
can  have  without  the  Union,  but  an  adequate  navy  Ibsj 
cannot,  490 ;  the  experience  of  the  worid,  481 ;  < 
of  the  navy,  491;.  it  Is  sdd  our  resonroee  are  I 
for  its  equipment,  491 ;  the  bill  embraeee  two  el^fedSk 
499;  one  relates  to  the  repelrs  and  eqolpmeBt  ef  ths 
•hips  in  service;  the  other  contemplatee  boUdlBg  tm 
additlond  fHgatea,  and  bylng  the  foondatioB  eTa  new 
Kavd  Mtoblidmient,  499;  aa  an  abrtncC  qaedtoo,  It  li 
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far  the  interMt  of  the  United  States  to  begin  the  estftb- 
U8hment,492;  this  proved  by  Its  connection  with  the 
great  and  essential  interests  of  the  country,  498;  com- 
merce q;>rlng8  from  oar  agrionlture,  and  most  be  pro- 
tected, 498 ;  while  England  and  France  have  been  con- 
tending ibr  the  mastery,  we,  with  a  snltable  naval  force 
and  strict  neatrality,  might  have  pnrsaed  a  gainftil  trade, 
498 ;  this  question  most  have  an  Influence  on  oar  destiny 
Ikvorable  if  decided  negatively,  and  adverse  if  decided 
affirmatively,  498 ;  the  constitution  is  not  imperative 
with  regard  to  regnUting  and  protecting  commerce, 
494 ;  the  genersl  principles  and  remote  consequences 
upon  which  this  question  has  been  considered,  494 ;  how 
It  is  proposed  to  protect  commerce,  495 ;  from  a  naval 
power  have  flowed  the  most  copious  streams  of  human 
misery,  495 ;  the  plunder  of  half  the  world  hss  not  sus- 
tained the  British  Navy,  495 ;  a  diversity  of  opinions 
has  always  existed  on  this  subject,  496 ;  extraordinary 
that  so  much  unreasonable  Jealousy  should  exist  in  re- 
gard to  a  Naval  establishment,  496  ;  the  source  of  alarm 
la  In  ourselves,  497 ;  abundant  security  in  the  nature  of 
oar  Government  against  abuse,  497 ;  what  maritime 
strength  is  it  expedient  to  provide  for  the  United  States  ? 
497 ;  three  diffierent  degrees  of  power  present  them- 
selves, 497 ;  these  degrees  considered,  497 ;  views  of 
CoL  Daviess,  498 ;  noU,  498 ;  what  was  foUy  in  1798  may 
.be  wisdom  now,  498 ;  blank  flUed  with  $100,000,  498 ; 
bill  reported  to  the  House,  498 ;  question  on  filling  the 
blank  for  repairing  with  $480,000,  it  wss  carried,  498 ; 
question  on  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
strike  out  the  section  which  contemplated  building  new 
frigates,  499 ;  the  time  inauspicious  to  begin  a  navy,  499 ; 
our  ships  probably  Ml  a  prey  to  the  superior  force  of 
England,  499 ;  the  necessity  and  duty  of  a  systematic 
protection  of  our  maritime  rights  by  maritime  means, 
499 ;  interest  is  oar  only  sure  and  permanent  bond  of 
onion,  499 ;  the  national  protection  of  our  essential  in- 
terests will  be  undertaken  by  the  Stotes  if  it  is  not  by 
Gongress,  499 ;  the  nature  of  the  interest  to  be  protect- 
ed, and  the  nature  of  the  protection  to  be  extended,  500 ; 
the  locaUty  of  the  interest,  600 ;  it  b  the  leading  inter- 
est of  more  than  one-hali;  and  the  predominant  interest 
of  more  than  one-third  of  the  Union,  500 ;  oomparlson 
of  our  commerce  with  that  of  Great  Britain,  601 ;  the 
permanency  of  this  interest  exhibits  the  folly  and  mad- 
ness of  its  neglect,  501 ;  as  to  the  nature  of  the  proteo- 
tion,  rights  in  their  nature  local  can  only  be  maintained 
where  they  exist,  and  not  where  they  do  not  exist,  608 ; 
the  nature  and  degree  of  maritime  protection,  and  oar 
capacity  to  extend  it,  608 ;  our  exertions  should  be  ex* 
tended  rather  than  graduated  by  the  present  exigency, 
608 ;  there  can  be  no  mistake  touching  the  branch  of 
Interest  most  predoos  to  commercial  men,  508 ;  some 
dUference  of  opinion  may  arise  touching  the  nature  end 
extent  of  this  naval  force,  608 ;  Is  it  a  want  of  pecuniary 
or  physical  capacity  f  609 ;  this  policy  will  produce 
eonfldence  at  home  sad  respect  abroad,  608 ;  effect  of 
the  opposite  policy,  506 ;  a  navy  never  had  and  never 
could  protect  our  commerce,  604 ;  every  nation  which 
has  embarked  in  a  naval  establishment  has  eventaally 
been  crushed  by  it,  604 ;  the  embarrassments  of  our 
oommerce  are 'not  owing  to  a  want  of  a  navy,  604 ;  this 
establishment  proposed  could  not  be  supported  but  by  a 
mlnons  expense,  604 ;  question  on  striking  ont  carried, 
604 ;  amendments  offered  to  procure  a  dockyard,  and  to 
build  four  frigates,  606;  da  lost,  605;  btU  ordezod  toa 
third  reading,  606. 

In  tAe  IToiMsi— Bill  from  the  Senate  oonsldered,  699 ; 
moved  to  add  tho  word  ''teen,'*  to  **four,'*  making 
l^uteen  gonahips^  699 ;  tima  to  tiy  tha  question  whether 


we  are  to  have  a  navy,  699 ;  British  arms  cannot  with- 
stand American  on  the  seas,  699 ;  four  seventy-fours  are 
move  mockery,  699 ;  can  easily  support  such  a  fbrco  699. 
Should  guard  against  being  carried  too  fltrby  the  cur- 
rent of  popular  opinion,- 699 ;  should  authorise  that 
force  which  can  be  prepared  at  the  shortest  noUoe,  699 ; 
for  what  purpose  are  these  ships  to  be  built?  600; 
where  is  your  commerce  to  protect  f  600 ;  the  oliject 
of  these  veaBoIs,  then,  is  to  fight  your  battles,  600; 
moved  to  strike  out  all  relating  to  seventy-fours,  601 ; 
to  introduce  these  ships  would  fix  the  policy  of  a  navy 
upon  the  Government,  601 ;  scene  in  the  British  me- 
tropolis, 601 ;  if  in  view  of  recent  events  a  navy  Is  not 
sustained,  its  case  is  hopeless,  601 ;  the  constltatlon 
settles  tho  policy  of  a  navy,  601 ;  seventy-fours  as  com- 
pared with  smaller  vessels  for  service,  608 ;  protection 
dae  to  every  right,  best  mode  to  effect  it,  608 ;  impor- 
tance of  a  naval  force  attested  on  record,  603 ;  fhcts 
which  we  have  In  the  case,  608 ;  is  It  for  an  infknt  na- 
tion to  be  deterred  by  a  want  of  preparation  f  608 ;  what 
were  the  preparations  for  the  Bevolutionary  war  f  608 ; 
a  naval  fbrce  the  cheapest  the  nation  can  resort  to  fbr 
defence  and  protection,  604 ; '  cost  of  the  fbrce,  604 ;  the 
different  kinds  of  vessels  proposed,  604 ;  the  question  is 
whether  it  is  best  to  build  any  ships  of  the  line  or  to 
oonflne  our  efforts  to  frigates,  605 ;  the  objects  fbr  their 
employment  to  be  considered,  605 ;  ships  better  fbr 
batUe,  frigates  and  sloops  for  cruisers,  605;  as  we  have 
no  powerftil  ships,  England  can  easily  protect  by  convoy 
all  her  valuable  fleets,  605 ;  it  Is  said  these  ships  would 
be  blockaded,  606 ;  we  are  in  a  prepared  state  to  build 
seventy-fours,  606 ;  motion  to  strike  out  seventy-fours 
negatived,  606 ;  motion  to  strike  out  seventy-fours,  and 
insert  frigates  and  sloops,  carried,  606 ;  question  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  609 ;  a  navy  will  cost  more  than  It 
ever  will  be  worth  to  the  nation,  609 ;  a  kind  of  popular 
delusion  at  this  time  about  a  navy,  609 ;  frirther  objec- 
tions, 610 ;  bill  psssed,  610.    Se^  Jndesn,  vols.  1, 8, 8L 

I^aiBigcMon  Lawt,  —In  the  House,  resolutions  relative  to 
vessels  coming  fVom  ports  to  which  our  vessels  cannot 
go  and  also  sea— letter  vessels  offered,  188 ;  motion  to 
refer  to  Committee  on  Commerce,  188  ;  investigation, 
the  object  of  the  resolutions,  188  ;  character  of  the  pro- 
positions such  as  to  require  it,  188 ;  they  are  founded  on 
permanent  principles,  to  which  the  nation  may  adhere 
in  every  alternative,  188 ;  reference  carried,  189. 

iVe^roes-,  Kidnapping  o/.—3ee  Indem^  vol.  1 

NaiBON,  HuOK,  Representative  fW>m  Ylrglnla,  484, 577 ;  on 
rules  and  orders  of  the  House,  471 ;  presents  the  peti- 
tion of  dtlxens  of  Louidana  Territory,  474 ;  on  the  tem- 
porary embaigo  bill,  647. 

NxLBOH,  Boon,  Representative  from  Maryland,  87, 185, 187; 
on  submission  to  the  Ute  edicts  of  England  and  France,  78 ; 
presents  a  bill  authorising  an  increased  naval  force,  84 ; 
Ikvors  the  resolution  for  Immediate  measures  to  liberate 
American  prisoners  in  Carthagena,  96 ;  reports  on  peti- 
tion of  officers  of  the  Be  volution,  818.    See  Indtm,  voL  8L 

ymUral  Sightt,  HokMon  ^— In  the  House,  resolutions 
submitted,  which  are  designed  to  vindicate  the  commer- 
cial rights  of  the  United  States  sgalnst  belligerents  of 
Earope,  189 ;  their  introduction  not  inconsistent  with 
the  most  friendly  negotiation,  189;  high  time  these 
rights  were  vindicated  or  abandoned,  189 ;  upon  what 
principles  do  the  belligerents  pretend  to  Jastlf^^  these 
commercial  restrictions  f  189 ;  not  the  true  principle, 
189 ;  what  principles  are  more  specifically  asserted  by 
Great  Britain  f  189 ;  the  right  to  blockade  by  proohuna- 
tion,189;  the  only  principle  we  recognize,  190;  this 
right  fbunded  on  the  most  arbitrary  power,  190;  have 
we  not  the  same  tight  as  Great  Britain  to  prohibit 
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tnde  f  190 ;  objected,  that  the  ftdoptton  of  the  re«olationa 
would  lead  to  hoetillty,  190 ;  the  reaolutlonSf  190 ;  laid 
on  the  table,  191.    See  JndeoD^  yoL  & 

HxWy  Ahtbokt,  Bepresentative  from  Eentncky,  4Si,577; 
on  the  claim  of  Matthew  Lyon,  426k  See  Indea^  vola.  1, 
2,8. 

KxwBOU),  TnoxAB,  BepresentatiTe  from  New  Jersey,  80, 
•  124, 187,  819,  424,  677. 

JTmo  Hamptihire,—Yoi»  for  President  in  1808, 27;  In  1819, 
618,  711. 

ir«t0^«r«ey.— Vote  for  President  in  1808,  27 ;  In  1812,  578, 
711. 

jr«f0«pa^rs.~Three  daily  ordered  for  the  House,  425. 

NawTOir,  TnoMAS,  Bepresentative  from  Virginia,  88,  129, 
187,  815,  424, 577 ;  on  additional  revenue  cutters,  47, 48 ; 
on  permitting  Swedish  and  Portuguese  vessels  to  land, 
127 ;  on  the  remission  of  certain  fines  on  emigrants  from 
Ouba,  164;  against  a  oommltee  on  manufitctures,  198; 
relative  to  the  conduct  of  the  British  Minister,  206;  re- 
ports on  the  mortality  of  the  troops  near  New  Orleans, 
247;  on  laying  additional  duties,  481.    See  Indeo^  vols^ 

ynto  ror*.— Vote  for  President  in  1808, 87 ;  in  1812, 578,  HI. 

NxoBOLAB,  WxfiBON  Cabt,  Bepresoutatlve  from  Virginia, 
87, 141 ;  on  the  proceedings  on  counting  the  electoral 
votes,  105;  on  non-intercourse  with  Great  Britain  and 
France,  109.    iSM /fufsos,  vols.  2, 8. 

NiOHOLBOH,  John,  Bepresentative  fh»m  New  York,  124,188, 
819. 

Jfdm-JPxportcaian,  Temporaty.^BVl  passod  Senate,  411. 

yim-lSbep^rtaUon  in  Foreign  3ott<mu.-^ln  the  House,  the 
bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation,  Ac.  of  certain  articles  con- 
sidered, 719;  bill  is  not  what  it  professes  to  be,  719;  it 
denies  commerce  to  neutrals,  719 ;  merely  calculated  to 
produce  vexation  and  embarrassment  at  home,  719 ;  what 
arc  the  intentions  and  objects  of  the  bill  as  stated?  720; 
only  a  part  of  a  contemplated  system  of  non-exporta- 
tion, 721 ;  certain  articles  struck  out,  728. 

J^on-ImportaUonf  suspension  of,  report  on,  718.  ^SSm  Indeob^ 
voL& 

Xcn-InUroour9t.—S6e  JnUroauree. 

JTorth  Carolina^  vote  for  President  in  1808,  27;  in  1812, 
578»711. 


OaHhe^—See  Indea\  voL  1. 

OburwUory^  astronomical  report  on,  705. 

OA4o.~Vot6  for  President  in  1806|  27 ;  In  1812, 678,  Tit 

Ohio  State  Oovemm«iU.—See  /ftisoa,  vol  2. 

Ojfle&n  qfthe  Se9oluHon,  report  on  petition  o(  212. 

affteertf  removal  qf.^See  Indna^  voL  1. 

Qffteee^  pturaiiiy  qf.—See  Indeu^  voL  8l 

Obmsbt,  STBPHKir,  Bepresentative  from  Kentucky,  442, 677. 

Orddnanee  ^  1787,  fiction  of  IncUaauL—See  IndeoOf  vol  & 

Orieant  Territory^—See  Territoriee. 


Pabkbb,  Nahihc,  Senator  ftom  New  Hampshire,  8, 116, 166 . 

resigns  his  seat  in  the  Senate,  25a  See  Indse^  voL  S. 
PxABSOir,  Joseph,  Bepresentative  from  North  Carolina,  126^ 

187, 815, 425, 577 ;  on  commercial  intercourse  with  France 

and  Great  Britain,  890 ;  on  an  additional  jnllitaiy  force, 

618. 
F&nnevlvania.'-'Yoib  for  President  in  1808,  27;  in  1812, 

578, 71L 
PennafflocuUa  Inawffenie.^See  Indeea^  vol.  t. 
FeUttoTie^  reeepUon  qfiSeelndeia^  voL  2,  &  Slawry,  voL  1. 
PiOKSMS,  IsBAXL,  Bepreseutstlve  from  North  Oarolina,  485^ 

677 ;  on  Indian  AUkirs,  428. 


PiCKKBiifO,  TmoTHT,  Senator  firom  Mawsachnsrtta,  8, 111^ 
166,  250;  on  the  repeal  of  the  embargo  act,  tl;  on  i>> 
corporatlng  a  bank  of  the  United  States,  801  As  Jb- 
<2d0^  vols.  2, 8. 

PiOKX Aif,  BBNjAvnf,  Jr.,  Bepresentative  from  Maw, IH 
197,  819;  on  non-intercourse  with  Great  Biitala  aB4 
France,  160;  moves  to  pos^ne  the  resohxtioa  rebtlTa 
to  the  apportionment  of  Bepresentatioii,  2SC 

PzKB,  Capt.  Z.  M.,  bill  making  compensatioii  toi,  ML  A« 
IndiB^  voL  8. 

PurcKiTBT,  C.  C,  number  of  votes  for,  as  President,  97. 

PiPBB,  WiLLZAX,  BepresentatiTe  from  Masaafthnspfta,  4H 

7oa 

PiTKxx,  TivoTRT,  Jr.,  BepTesentattve  from  Coimcctlest,86; 
124, 187,  815, 424,  677;  against  inunediate  engnMsmatK 
of  the  bill  relative  to  the  power  of  toiltortal  govciB- 
ments,  40;  supports  petition  of  Elizabeth  HamOtflB, 
215;  reports  on  the  establishment  of  a  flnt  : 
222 ;  on  the  ratio  of  representation,  817 ;  on  the  i 
sion  of  the  territory  of  Orleans  as  a  State,  898; 
the  admission  of  Mississippi,  858;  on  commercial  intav- 
course  with  France  and  Great  Britain,  897;  on  mleaaad 
orders  of  the  House,  472;  on  the  British  intrlgoes,  615; 
on  French  spoliations,  626;  on  pay  of  tha  Anny,  SB3; 
on  an  additional  military  force,  ttSL    See  Imde^  toL  % 

Plbasahis,  Jajixs,  Jr.,  Bepresentative  tnm  Yligtaia,  4H 
577;  presents  memorial  of  inhabitants  of  St.  Loni^  484: 
on  an  additional  military  force,  617. 

PozxDBZTBB,  Gbobob,  delegate  from  MiaaiMlppl,  88,  19^ 
187,  819,  426,  678;  reports  a  bill  relative  to  the  power 
ot  territorial  governments,  89 ;  proposes  to  hava  tka 
bill  engrossed  at  once,  for  a  third  reading,  88, 40 :  osi 
territorial  government  for  Mississippi,  49;  on  the  peti- 
tion for  a  division  of  the  Missbsippl  terzltofy.  141: 
on  the  admisidon  of  the  territory  of  Orieans  as  a  State, 
825;  in  &vor  of  Mississippi  being  admitted  Into  the 
Union,  868,  on  Indian  aliUrs,  488;  on  the  biU  to  eaabla 
the  people  of  Mississippi  to  form  a  State  goTeranint, 
619;  on  the  admission  of  Louisiana,  628.  See  Imdem^ 
vol.  a 

Poiro,  BBKJAxnr,  Bepresentative  from  New  Tofk,  4S^  577. 

PopB,  JoBV,  Senator  ttom  Kentucky,  8,  118,  168,  950^  488, 
670 ;  on  the  repeal  of  the  Embargo  act,  7;  on  tke  en- 
forcement of  the  Embargo,  26;  on  the  oeenpatioii  c^ 
Florida,  858;  on  Incorporating  a  bank  of  tbo  Ualtoi 
States,  285;  on  a  recess  of  Congress,  411  Ae  Mdem, 
▼oL  1 

PoBTKB,  Jomr,  Bepresentative  ttom  Peanaylvaiiia,  88^  291, 
187,816.    i8^s/n<f«B,voLl 

POBTBB,  Pbtbb  B.,  Bepresentative  fitmi  New  Toik,  194, 181, 
816, 424, 706 ;  on  the  Bank  of  the  United  State*,  848;  k- 
ports  relative  to  the  eontlnuanoe  of  the  charter  of  tlM 
United  States  Bank,  888 ;  on  Foreign  Bolationa,  4n ;  em 
the  bill  laying  an  Embargo^  546. 

PonxB,  EusHA  B.,  Bepresentative  fWnn  Bhode  labad,  VU, 
187, 815, 480;  on  imposing  additional  duties,  5tt;  osi  an 
Increase  of  the  Navy,  600.  See  Indem^  toL  1 

PoBBT,  Thomas,  Senator  fVom  Louisiana,  5TDL 

Foetageo/ye«Depapere.—See  Indem,  voL  1 

Poet  Cfflee.—See  Indeca^  voL  1. 

Pototnae  JHver,  Bridge.— -See  Indeu,  toL  1 

PoTDBAB,  JiTLiBir,  Delegate  frt>m  the  Orieans TMiHeiy,lfl, 
187, 815 ;  on  the  BattuiB  at  New  Orieans,  148, 141 

Pbxblb,  Conmiodore,  letter  of  the  Seeretaiy  of  the  Navy  nl* 
ative  to  a  gold  medal  for,  6ia    See  iiMtan,  toL  1 

Preeente  to  JiUtieter9.—See  Indea\  voL  1 

Preeidenoift  Vacanoy  in,-~See  Indeee^  toL  L 

Preetdent^  certificate  of  election  oi;  27. 

Preetdeniial  Fleetion,  certificate  o^  674. 

Preeideniial  Sleetion  in  Jfastodkistlfi.— In  Ho«m^  mtU 
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ttoB  relatiTe  to  tlie  noda  tn  which  it  wm  oondacted, 
106;  the  preMOit  «oofse  will  nuke  no  dlffereooe  in  the 
TCBult,  but  It  should  indaoe  the  House  to  consider  the 
^roinietj  of  providliiff  some  mode  at  dtstlBgnishiog  be- 
tween lege!  oitd  illegal  eleetlone,  105.  - 

A"«9ioiM  ^iMSlioMi.— In  the  Hoose,  smendment  ofllared  to 
the  rolesi  thst  when  the  prevlods  qaestion  is  ordered  to 
bo  taken,  npon  the  motion  In  qnestton  being  pnt,  erexy 
member  who  has  not  spoken  shall  be  at  llbertj  to  speak 
onee,  466;  this  seonres  to  ererx  member  the  right  to 
speak  at  least  onee  on  erwy  qneatloa,  468 ;  what  Is  to 
}astify  this  measnze  fti  imposing  slleneef  it  is  said  the 
right  of  debate  has  been  abused,  466 ;  the  mi^oritf  Insist 
that  the  rale  will  not  be  abased,  468;  neither  the  jonr- 
nals  of  State  Leglsiatares  nor  the  laws  of  Parliameai  of- 
feted  examples  for  this  arbitrary  pioceedtng,  468 ;  there 
is  a  dllferenee  between  the  freedom  of  debate  and  the 
nlwae  of  it  when  yon  eaimot  get  a  decision  withont  an 
exertion  of  physical 'strength,  418;  this  ha»  been  onr 
oonrse  servral  times,  418;  »  debate  is  often  prolmged  to 
prerent  a  decision,  468;  if  the  nuOofl^  «lRise  this  re- 
sponsibility, the  people  will  ooireet  it,  418. 

If  the  mi^tlty  dornot  possess  It  onder  the  eonstitu- 
tton,  it  should  not  be  gtren  to  them,  468;  the  role  de- 
■erres  the  eharaeter  of  a  Gaff  kn»  more  than  the  se- 
dition law  oyer  did,  468;  tUs  qnestton  afltots  the  es- 
sential prindplA  of  eitil  liberty,  and  sops  its  hopes  at 
the  Tery  fonndatlon,  468;  the  groand  taken  by  those 
who  oppose  this  proposition  is,  its  necessity  and  eoore- 
nlence,  468 ;  these  are  the  points  which  shooM  be  most 
Tigdantly  guarded,  409 ;  the  sul^ect  is  u  some  respects 
diflSoalt  to  manage,  468 ;  a  Ibellng  in  and  out  of  the  House 
unpropitlous  to  an  impartial  debate,  408;  what  la  that 
principle  of  civil  liberty  which  is  amalgamated  and  iden- 
tlfled  with  the  yery  existence  of  a  legislative  body?  409 ; 
the  right  of  every  Individual  member  is  In  ihet  the  light 
of  his  ccmstitnents,  470;  let  not  any 'man  say  this  power 
win  not  be  abosed,  470;  the  right  to  speak  lean  Individ- 
nal  right,  limit  It  as  you  please,  consistent  with  its  single 
exercise,  470;  it  is  not  true  that  this  power  ever  was,  or 
ever  can  be,  necessary  in  a  legislative  body,  470;  It  may 
be  sometimes  convenient,  471 ;  the  haste  and  clatter 
which  always  attends  the  close  of  a  session  is  urged  in 
Ikvor  of  this  measure,  471 ;  should  a  member,  on  great 
questions,  be  denied  the  privilege  of  speaking?  471 ;  to 
interdict  the  freedom  of  speech  is  a  violation  of  light, 
471 ;  freedom  of  speech  is  secured  by  the  oonstitntlon, 
4TS;  shall  we  be  deprived  of  it  when  we  come  to  this 
House  ?  478 ;  this  rule  has  always  been  in  practloe,  478 ; 
the  principle  is,  that  a  minority  atany  time  in  this  House 
can,  by  calling  the  prevloas  question,  out  off  all  debate, 
472 ;  a  new  construction  was  given  at  the  olose  of  last 
session,  by  which  this  rale,  whicli  It  is  proposed  to  amend, 
was  adopted,  473;  no  such  power  ever  before  the  last 
session  exercised  over  the  members,  473;  see  Journal  of 
the  first  session  of  the  Third  Oongre8^  472 ;  reason  of  the 
introduction  of  the  previous  question,  478;  no  necessity 
for  it  exists,  478;  amendment  lost,  474 ;  fturther  amend- 
ment proposed,  474;  rales  adopted,  474;  noU,  4174. 

^rivatsei%  encouragement  to— petition  of  citlsens  of  Kew 
York  for  a  reduction  of  duties  on  piixes,  578;  bill  for 
encouragement  of^  BSOl 

Cap9ure$,  petition  relative  to,  684;  a  bill  relating  to 
captures,  606 ;  da  regulating  pensions  to  persons  on  board 
private  armed  ships,  007 ;  duties  on  privateer  prlie  goods, 
report  on,  607 ;  documents  referred  to  In  tho  report,  007: 
bin  granting  a  bounty  to,  considered,  719 ;  pcHsed,  718. 
In  ths  /Knwe.— Bfll  to  compensate  officers  and  crew 
of  our  public  vessels,  for  vessels  of  the  enemy  nocnssa 
rlly  destroyed  at  sea,  708 ;  bIH  grows  out  of  the  oase  of 
Vou  IV.—48 


the  Guerriere  and  Constitution,  708 ;  principles  ci  the 
bill  unprecedented  in  any  countiy,  708;  bill  defended  on 
the  ground  of  expediency  and  precedent,  704;  inexpe- 
dient and  unprecedented,  704. 

In  (As  ^ouM.— Bill  to  provide  pensions  for  persona 
disabled  in  private  armed  vessels,  704 ;  improper  to  adopt 
a  prln<^ple  so  liable  to  abuse,  704;  a  per  cent  of  wages 
had  been,  heretofore,  reserved  to  provide  a  Aind  for  this 
object,  704 ;  Important  services  rendered  by  privateers, 
704 ;  doubtfol,  704;  biU  recommitted,  T05 ;  report  on,  712. 
In  ih6  JETotMS.— Bill  to  encourage  by*  remitting  aU 
daimto  duties  on  captured  goods,  716;  private  armed 
vessels,  encouragement  ot,  bill  for  the,  passed,  716. 

Procetding^f  cat^fid&ntialy  in  the  Senate,  41& 

ProUctiv^  dutiM.—See  Indeoa,  vol.  1. 

Pro  Um.  appoin  tmsntyduratian  q/t—In  tiie  Senate,  will  an 
appointment  under  a  State  executive  to  represent  a 
State  in  the  Senate,  cease  on  the  first  day  of  the  meeting 
of  the  Legislature,  considered,  118 ;  resc^ution  submitted, 
121 ;  amendment  moved  and  lost,  121 ;  resolution  i 
121. 

Pvblie  ertdU,  bill  to  provide  for  the  support  of,  ] 
121 

Public  landa^  report  on  the  cssh  system,  611 

Publie  kmd8.—SM  IntUm^  vols.  1, 2, 8. 

PuoB,  Jojor,  BepresentatlTe  from  Pennsylvania,  861   8h 
Ind4Bi,  voL  B. 


^KolMrt,  nMmdrlaf  q^—^SM /fMKsoB^  vela  1^2, 8. 

QtkirUrnuMUr'^  deparimmt'-la  the  House,  a  bUl  for  the 
establishment  oi;  from  the  Senate,  came  uj^  for  its  third 
readily,  470;  no  necessity  for  this  ofiice,  and  that  of  a 
Purveyor  of  public  supplies,  477;  the  great  otsJect  is  to 
protldofor  a  Quartermaster-General^  department,  in- 
stead  of  mlUtaTy  agents,  as  employed  at  present,  477; 
these  agents,  without  much  responsibility,  had  nearly 
oontvoUed  the  whole  war  department,  477;  the  duties  of 
Quartermastor-Oeneral  and  Purveyor  are  very  diffBrent, 
477;  the  former  Is  neact  in  consequence  to  the  Gommand- 
er-in-chlef^  eveiy  movement  of  the  army  Is  first  commu- 
nicated to  him,  477 ;  If  not  a  Purveyor  of  snppUes  during 
the  Revolutionary  war,  there  was  a  dothler,  who  did 
nearly  the  same  business,  477;  impossible  to  go  to  war 
wlthoat  a  Qnartormsstor-Genersl,  477 ;  biU  passed,  477. 

Qunior,  JosxAii,  Bepresontotlve  from  Massachusetts,  80, 
124, 187, 8M,  424, 061 ;  on  resohitlon  relative  to  amending 
the  act  laying  an  embatgo,  41;  on  voting  twelve  addi- 
tldnal  revenue  enttcxs,  48;  on  submission  to  the  lato 
•diets  of  Sngland  and  France,  48,60;  on  non-Intercourse 
with  Great  Britain  and  France,  107 ;  relative  to  prosecu- 
tions for  libel,  184;  on  the  caU  on  the  President  for 
papers,  122;  on  the  oonduet  of  the  British  mlnister,^187 ; 
on  the  Torpedo  experiment,  820 ;  ikvors  postponement 
of  resolution  rdadve  to  the  iq>portionment  of  represent- 
ation, 224;  offna  a  resoluUon  relative  to  CoL  Washing- 
ton, 200;  on  the  ratio  of  representation,  818;  on  the  ad- 
mission of  the  territory  of  Orleans  ss  a  Stete,  827; 
against  the  admission  of  Mlastsslppl,862 ;  on  commercial 
interooorse  with  France  and  Great  Britain,  870 ;  on  lay- 
ing additional  dutiea,  481;  on  rules  and  .orders  of  tho 
HoQse,  408;  on  a  Quartermaster's  department,  477 ;  in 
ikvor  of  a  Naval  establishment,  488;  on  the  British  in- 
trignes,  010;  on  the  temporary  embaigo  bill,  647; 
on  the  temporaiy  embargo  bill,  648;  moves  an 
amendment  to  the  bill  declaring  war  with  Great 
Britain,  688;  on  the  pay  of  the  army,  686 ;  on  the  policy 
of  the  war,  028;  on  encouragement  to  privateer  cap- 
tares,  704;  on  non-lmportotlon  in  fovelgn  bottoms,  722. 
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Baitdolph,  Jobk,  BepreMntiitiTefrom  Virginia,  8T,12B^  SIT, 
425, 660;  onproottdingsonooantlng  electoral  votes,  100; 
on  eoonting  blank  ballots,  lft5;  on  a  vote  of  approba* 
tioa  of  the  eondact  of  the  Execatlve,  127 ;  on  postponing 
do.,  129 ;  on  Miranda^s  Expedition,  14S,  146 ;  on  the  Battue 
at  New  Orleans,  149;  offers  a  resolution  relative  to  the 
decease  of  Colonel  Washington,  22S ;  reports  a  bill  for 
the  redaction  of  the  Naval  establishment,  227 ;  on  the 
ftature  Naval  establishment,  282 ;  on  the  redaction  of  the 
Marine  corps,  240 ;  on  disbanding  the  master  oommand- 
anta,  242 ;  on  redaction  of  the  Navy,  245 ;  on  the  daim 
of  Matthew  Ljon,  420 ;  on  the  ezpenditnre  of  public 
money,  429 ;  against  the  bill  for  the  Oovemment  of  the 
territory  of  Looislaaa,  480;  on  foreign  relationa,  484, 
480, 408;  on  mode  of  relief  of  Canuscaa,  S82;  on  the  bill 
laying  a  temporary  embargo,  54R,  546 ;  on  pay  of  the 
Army,  600 ;  on  the  Imprisonment  of  American  seaman, 
B06,  596;  on  an  additional  nallitary  force,  08t  See 
Jndemt  volai  9,  8l 

Bangerefn-  the  FranUett  bill  to  raise  passed  In  the  Senate, 
401 

Bka,  Jomr,  Bepresentative  from  Pennsylvania,  86, 124, 187> 
81&    See  Ind0t,  voL  & 

BxxD,  Phxuf,  Senator  from  Maryland,  8, 121, 108, 850, 400, 
069.    i8MJiMl«aB,voL8L 

Bm>,  WiuiAM,  Bepreeentatlve  frmn  Maaaaehnsetta,  4S4, 
6601 

BepoH^  on  the  petition  of  eltlMBa  engaged  ia  Mfae^da^  ex- 
pedition, and  conflnod  In  the  Jails  at  Carthi^ena,  47;  in 
Senate  relative  to  foreign  armed  veasels,  li8;of  Secretazy 
of  Traaenry  relative  to  baned  elataDa»  188;  on  the  letter 
ofLAOdea,204;onolsimofEliiabethHamUton,  212; 
on  the  ebdm  of  Alexander  Seott,  for  Indian  depredations, 
217;  on  the  mortality  of  the  troops  at  Terre  anx  Boeoi^ 
247;  on  the  oondnct  of  General  Wilkinson,  248;  en  ex- 
tending charter  of  the  bank,  811 ;  on  the  dalm  of  Gene- 
ral Wilkinson,  812;  on  U»e  claim  for  servieea  In  the  (4d 
Trench  war,  819;  on  the  Spanish  Am^can  colonies, 
486;  with  amendments  to  the  leport  on  memorial  of 
Lagislative  eooneU  of  Mlasiastppi  for  admission  as  a 
State,  465;  relative  to  the  pay  cf  the  oiBoan  and  soldiers 
of  the  battle  <tf  Tippecanoe,  470;  on  sondry  dlvoieea  In 
the  diatilct  ef  Cdambia,.  505;  on  the  diaoloaues  of 
John  Henty,  6t4;  iMto,  MO;  relative  to  the  Combei^ 
land  Bead,  680 ;  relative  to  the  oqndnot  of  Jndge  Tonl- 
mln,  688 ;  on  an  Astronomical  observatory,  706;  relative 
to  amending  the  act  for  the  Government  of  the  Mlasoori 
Territory,  707;  on  the  taapensi^of  non-Importation, 
7ia 

MepreeeinUMai^  rcsUo  <;<— In  the  Hoqs«^  reaolntion  to  ap- 
portion one  Bepresentative  toforty-flve  thonsand  In- 
habitanto  offered,  S24;  motion  to  poa^wne,  284;  better 
be  dedded  at  the  next  session,  224;  better  to  dedde  the 
ratio  now  than  after  the  reanltof  the  oensas  was  known, 
894;  if  a  law  Is  now  passed,  the  fractions  wonld  caoae  an 
alteration,  824;  this  is  an  attempt  to  settle  a  principle 
before  the  foots  are  known,  224;  if  pos^wned  tlU  after 
the  censna  and  a  partioolar  ratio  shonld  salt  the  three 
large  States,  they  would  carry  It  without  rsgard  to  frac- 
tions In  the  tmaU  States,  894;  if  made  now  it  wiU  enable 
the  LegUatmes  to  district  tiie  States,  224;  extreme  diifi. 
enlty  in  settling  It  after  the  results  of  the  eenans  -wero 
known,  225;  its  settlement  heretofore  had  ended  tn  a 
bargsin  between  the  members  fitMn  the  difllsrent  States, 
285;  laid  on  the  table,  225;  question  en  iUUng  tiie  blank 
with  the  number  of  souls  which  should  entitie  to  a  Bep> 
leaentotive,  816;  It  should  be  fliled  before  the  result  of 
•the  e«nsnsU  known,  816;  better  if  the  blUdedara  that 


tiMHooaeshouldeonslstof  aeartaUnoabeffef  m«A- 
bera  to  be  apportfcoaed  hereafter,  816;  a  very  iapettaat 
bill  fixing  tiieeoiatrnction  of  a  provWonef  tU  esMli- 
tntion,  817 ;  important  eenaidesstlona  in  fover  «f  a 
lar9S  number,  817;  tke  prssent  Oongreas  mej  fix  the 
ratio,  but  it  will  not  be  obUgatofy  upon  the  next  Cw- 
fresa,  818;  the  biU  prenatore,  818;  vMatten  c^  the 
eonstttution  to  pass  this  bill,  818;  It  Mtablhhfs  a  Mtie 
which  must  be  abortive,  816;  the  appertUmmentaawtbe 
according  to  the  numbeia  in  sack  State,- 818;  the  nom- 
bers  are  as  yet  unknown,  818;  Idea  of  Its  ■aumiamuUcn 
aU^  unwarranted.  818;  bOl  flxea  only  the  ratto,  8U; 
ol^eet  of  declaring  tile  ratio  Is  tiiat  the  State  I 
may  proceed  to  district  tiidrStatea,  818;  ] 
opposed, 819;  ^oatpenement niged, 81»;  bUIlaid entte 
table,  819;  qneatien on  filling  ttie  btank  fortheanmbcr 
of  inhabitants  tea Beprsaentation,  48S;  87,000  move^i 
482;  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  icedl« 
488.  i8M/fMisn,Tols.l,2L  .' 
JieprieaieimJSHUek  OMimeroc— Amendnaento  le  the  U 

declaring  war,  416L 
BeeifftiaUan,  doee  U  oaves  ffFMonoyf— &e  JMe^  veL  1 
BetehOLonr^to  repeal  the  embargo  act,  6 ;  relative  toceoat- 
iag  Electoral  votei^  27;  relative  to  the  ttane  ef  the 
meeting  of  the  Hens^86;  relative  to'tke  axpedlocy  sf 
continuing  the  embargOi  41 ;  rektf  ve  to  dllxena  ei^^p< 
in  Mlranda'a  expeditioii,47;  relative  to  ■ubmlMiiiB  ta 
the  lata  edieto  ef  England  and  France,  48;  lelstlie  ta 
ceplea  of  pnbMc  documents,  06 ;  mlitf-rri  tn  admissfaB  rf 
British  vessels  la  American  ports,  M;  4ol,  passed, 91; 
relative  to  fanmedJato  meesues  for  pabUe  iJirfintin.  96; 
relative  to  eountlng  Electoral  votes^  106 ;  lelalive  to  pe* 
titions  reelecting  tiie  Preatdential  election  in  Mar  ha 
setts,- 105;  of  thanks  to  Speaker  TarMas,  114;  refollw 
to  the  decease  of  Senator  Malbone,  ISl;  reJattve  to  o- 
lled  Cubans  and  their  slaves,  121, 122;  refattveto] 
outions  for  Ubel,  188 ;  relative  to  the  deeeeae  <tf  i 
Matbone»  141;  relative  to  the  Uberation  ef  j 
prisoners  confined  at  Carthsgyna,  14S;  on  dfneaas  «tf 
Samuel  White,  108;  relative  to  the  conduct  cT  the  Bri»> 
Ish  Mlaister,  160;  relative  to  demanda  on  Greai  Britsla, 
170;  do.,  withdrawn,  179;  relative  to  pabOddiv  tae 
laws  of  Louisiana  in  the  Engtiah  langnage,  184;  relstfve 
to  barred  dalma,  186 ;  relative  to  the  navlgaiifln  bei^ 
188;  on  the  violation  of  nentral  rfghta.  1S9 ;  relatf  re  to 
the  batture  at  New  Orieans,  191;  calling  oa  the  Pnri- 
dent  ibr  papen,  192;  for  the  appoCntmcnt  ef  a  es»> 
mittee  of  mannfoQtnres,  189;  vote  on,  198;  relative  to 
trade  tothe  Baltic,  200;  rotative  toa  Bank  cf  the  Uiriled 
States,  216 ;  relative  to  the  eatabUshment  «f  a  flnt  as- 
ridian,  228 ;  relative  to  apportionnMnt  of  ropresentstiaa, 
224;  letative  to  tiie  decease  of  CoL  Washington,  290; 
•    relative  to  secrecy  in  the  Senate,  818;  confldeattal  frim 
the  House,  814 ;  smendmenta  to  do.,  814;  on  an  aBead> 
ment  to  the  eonstttution  rotative  to  Uko  removal  ef  fod> 
«ral  Jndgefv  868;  of  tiumks  to  Spesker  Tannm,  J»; 
rotative  to  the  bnmi^  of  Bkhmond  theatre,  604;  i^- 
ttve  to  British  intrigues,  &e,400;  relative  to  tks  di- 
ceasa  of  Vice  Prssident  Ctaotge  Clinton,  412 ;  rdnOrsta 
a recoos  of  Oongrsss,  412;  rotative  to  the  aeee««b  tf 
Gen.  Wilkinson,  414;  on  the  bin  declaring  was;  fiO; 
authorising  the  President  to  addroas  a  ; 
to  the  tnhahltanto  of  Osnada,  481 ;  relative  to  < 
ing  the  taws  of  the  United  Statea  Over  whitM  In  the  ta 
dlan  tonltorica,  428;  rslative  to  the  proteetiott  ef  Amsi^ 
lean  seamen,  489;  rdative  to  Inereeaed  nitttaiy  sni 
naval  force  in  preeent  st^  of  foreign  rslatlen^  40; 
relative  to  memorial  of  Leglslative  Coancfl  ef  MUs> 
slppl,  400;  rotative  to  paying  tte  offlears  and  asMn 
who  served  on  tiie  Wehaah,  400;  fftngitij  mlallis  la 
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cxdtliig  the  Indiaofl  <m  the  wMtern  frontier,  4M;  rok- 
tiT«  to  the  p«7  of  offloen  and  soldlen  In  the  battle  of 
TIppeeanoe,  470 ;  nlattve  to  limitation  of  olaiins  on  tbe 
OoremmentififiO;  MlattTO  to  Tlrglnla  military  bounty 
Iftiida,  6ftT;  committiBg  Natl&aniel  Roanaarell  to  the 
enetody  of  the  wiKeantHa-amifl,  fi88;  diachar«^  Na- 
thaniel SoonaaTell,  680 ;  reiattve  to  the  removal  of  fed* 
eral  JadgM»  SdO\  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  Tlee  Prce- 
ident  Clinton,  681 ;  rehUlve  to  the  reUef  of  Caraoooa, 
681, 688;  relatiye  to  aoMadment  of  natnralizatioB  laws, 
543;  of  inqniiy  lelatlTe  to  violatloBa  of  aeorecsy,  648; 
ralattre  to  the  oe<»patioa  of  Florida,  661 ;  of  inquiry 
relatiye  to  any  proceedlnfB  roapeetinf  the  ooantry 
Boath  of  Oeorgia,  668;  to  snpply  each  Senator  with 
newapepert,  666;  to  Inquire  into  the  expediency  of  of- 
Ibiing  eneonnicement  to  ptirateers,  6T0;  of  retpeot  for 
the  memory  of  John  Bmllle,  671 ;  of  honors  to  Hnll, 
Decator,  Jones,  and  BUiotti  678;  rdatlTe  to  the  captine 
«f  the  Ooenierei  678 ;  relative  to  tike  exemption  of  sol- 
diers from  arrest  for  debt,  678;  relative  to  anthoridng 
an  expedition  of  moanted  volnnteers,  680;  relative  to 
■ales  of  the  publio  lands  for  cssh,  611;  relative  to  the 
decease  of  Smille,  614;  relative  to  raising  moanted  ran- 
gers,  6S1 ;  relative  to  the  land  dalms  in  Hlssisstppi  Ter- 
ritory, 708;  relative  to  eneoorsgement  of  privateers, 
705;  relative  to  Virginia  military  bounty  lands,  710; 
calling  for  infoidiatlon  relative  to  repeal  of  the  decrees 
of  France,  nS;  of  thanks  to  the  Speaker,  719;  for  in- 
IbrmatloB  relative  to  the  navy  yards,  719. 

SstaMo^tos.— BUI  giving  power  to  the  President,  read  third 
time,  nS;  paased,  718;  the  bill,  718. 

AseeiMM  OMttsTiL— In  the  Honse,  bill  to  authorise  the 
employment  of  twelve  additional,  considered,  47;  this 
force  necesBSiy  for  the  proper  execution  of  the  reve- 
nue tews,  47;  has  any  letter  been  received  tNm  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  7  47;  information  had  been 
received  directly  from  him,  47 ;  more  than  verbal  inibr- 
matioa  required  to  make  the  proceeding  correct,  48; 
never  nkore  than  ten  employed  In  the  most  floarishlng 
timca,  48;  no  consequence  to  the  Honse  whether  there 
had  been  a  written  communication,  so  the  information 
come  from  the  proper  source,  48;  committee  rise,  48; 
engrossed  bill  read  s  third  time,  74;  moUon  to  tecoin- 
mit  lost,  74;  blU  passed,  74 

Bhsa,  Jomr,  Bepresentatlve  from  Tennessee,  86, 186^  187, 
S15, 486, 677;  00  an  extra  session,  108;  on  the  conduct  of 
the  British  Minister,  904;  fovors  postponement  of  the 
resolution  relative  to  the  apportionment  of  representa- 
tion, tA\  on  reduction  of  the  navy,  948, 944;  on  domes- 
tic manuilMtures,  498;  on  Indian  sAirs,  488;  on  the  bill 
to  enable  the  pe<^e  of  Mississippi  to  form  a  State  Oov- 
emment,  691 .    /Sse  Indem,  voL  8. 

BIMle  /stofuL—Yote  for  President  In  1808.  87 ;  in  1819, 67S, 
711 ;  resolutions  reUtlng  to  maritime  defence,  Ac,  418 ; 
admission  cS,  tee  Indegs,  voL  1. 

BioBAnna,  Jacob,  Bepresentatlve  from  Penn^lvanla,  87. 
See  Indem,  voL  8. 

BionAKDS,  Mathxas,  Bepresentatlve  frmn  Pennsylvsnla,86; 
184,187,816.    See  Indem,  yeLS. 

BicnAXDSOir,  Wiluax  M.,  Bepresentatlve  from  Massachn- 
setts,  486, 677 ;  on  the  blU  toanthorixe  the  people  of  Mls- 
slsslpppl^  form  a  constitution,  609. 

Mtchmond  7%sa<r&— Besolutlon  in  Senate  relative  to  the 
burning  of,  404 

BiDOBLT,  HmrsT  M.,  Bepresentatlve  from  Delaware,  4H 
678;  on  an  additlonsl  militsry  force,  099. 

BxKBB,  Samuxl,  Bepresentatlve  from  New  York,  84  See 
Indea^  voL  8. 

BxBO«ou>,  Sahuxi^  Bq^rsientatlTa  from  Maiyland,  tl% 

4a^m, 


Boade  PoeL—See  Indem,  voL  8l 

BoABx,  Jomr  T.,  Bepresentatlve  from  YhglBia,  196^  187, 
8la,49^6^. 

Bonnnn,  Joxatbav,  Bepresentatlve  from  Pennsylvania, 
494  677;  on  foreign  relatloBs,  406;  against  a  naval  es- 
tablishment, 480;  on  the  recall  of  absentees,  68& 

BoBXBisoH,  Tbohas  Boluk*,  Bepresentatlve  ih>m  Louisi- 
ana, 677 ;  in  ihvor  of  an  additiooal  military  force,  040; 
on  non-exportation  In  foreign  bottoms,  719. 

BoBonov,  JovATiuir,  Senator  from  YermoBt,  8^  116;  106, 
950,408,604    See  Indem,  yo\,Z. 

BoNiAV,  WxLLiAif,  Bepreaentstive  from  Pennsylvania,  484 
W7. 

BoGXBS,  JoHH  B.,  letter  with  doouments  rslatlve  to  Im- 
pressed seamen,  704 

Boot,  Bbastus,  Bepresentatlve  from  Hew  York,  141, 187, 
814    See  Indem,  yaHZ. 

Boss,  JoBir,  Bepresentatlve  from  Faunsylvanla,  19d^  191 ; 
moves  an  amendment  relative  to  the  Inquiry  respecting 
proseentlons  for  libel,  187, 108 ;  on  the  remission  of  eer* 
tain  fines  on  emigrsnts  tnm  Cuba,  168, 104;  on  the  con- 
duet  of  the  British  Minister,  194 

BowAX,  JoHjr,  BepresentaUve  from  Kentucky,  97.  Ae  iii- 
cta^voL4 

BuisxLX^  Job*,  Bepresentatlve  from  New  York,  84  See 
Jndem,y«LS, 

Bn.Ains  HxBVAX  W.,  letter  to  Joha  Henry,  604 


8a«i^  Bbbmbkb,  Bepresentatlve  from  Kew  York,  184|  187, 
814494,677. 

Sammom,  Tbomas,  Bepresentatlve  fiimi  Hew  York,  194 
187, 914  484  on;  on  the  bffl  to  anthoilse  tiie  appoint- 
ment of  sdditional  bclgadier^genarals,  051.  Aa  Xndem, 
VOL  4 

Sewumak,  reU^  efi—See  Indem,  voL  9l 

Sawtbb,  Lbkubi.,  Bepresentatlve  flrom  Korth  Oarottna,  86^ 
194187,810,48^680;  against  Immediate  armiag  of  the 
public  vessels,  100;  on  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
of  manufootnreo,  180 ;  on  a  Naval  establishment^  694 
See  tndtm,  voL  4 

Sat,  BaKJAxur,  Bepresentatlve  from  Pennsylvania,  87, 141 ; 
presents  memorials  firom  ofllcers  of  the  Bevrtutloaaiy 
army  in  Pennsylvania,  64 

SoimnxB,  JoHX  A.,  Bepresentatlve  from  New  Jeraey,  016. 

Seaimein,  AfneiHoipn.-A.ik  the  House,  a  resolnt)on  offered 
relative  to  an  Inquiry  Into  the  laws  for  the  protection 
of  American  seamen,  499 ;  our  Uws  materially  defective 
on  this  suljeet,  489;  their  ol^eot  should  be  twofold-^to 
protect  honajtde  Americsn  dtiaens,  and  to  prevent  the 
abuse  of  those  protections  by  cttisens  of  other  countries. 
499;  ease  of  an  Italian  at  Baltimore,  489. 

In  the  /2bMe.— BesohitioB  of  Inquiry  rdatlve  to  the 
seixura  by  Oreat  Britain  of  persons  fighting  under  the 
Americsn  fisg  sad  laying  claims  to  them,  A&,604;  seve- 
ral cases  had  occurred,  604;  ot^eetlona  to  the  form  and 
expression  of  the  resolution,  604;  tnstancs  of  msny  of  ths 
crew  of  the  Wasp,  806;  every  man  must  be  protected 
that  is  on  board  ashlp  of  the  United  States,  606;  motion 
withdrawn  snd  a  substitute  oirersd,606;  vigoioaa  r»- 
tallatlon  should  be  made  If  our  countrymen  found  In 
anns  sre  treated  ss  criminals,  686;  not  a  question 
whether  such  persons  sre  British  subjects  or  not.  If 
they  have  been  fighting  onr  battles,  600;  natnrsllaed 
foreigners  should  be  protected  the  same  as  naUva  dtl- 
lens,  600;  expatriation,  607;  resolution  sgreed  to^  607. 
See  Indem,  vol.  4 

Aameis  J^s^aloMofs  q^— Bffl  for,  718;  psssed,  714 

iSsal  q<  (T^MmoMnlL— ifiM /iMf «B^  vols.  1, 9;  4 
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SxATKB,  EBBNtZR,  Bepraseiitatfve  from  Maasaehosetts,  M, 
l&i,  IM,  810, 4d4»  on.    iSM /iMfM,  yoL  8. 

Seor§t  Proceeding^  publioiManqf.— In  the  H<Mue,  report 
of  the  oommlttee  direoted  to  inqvire  whether  there  hed 
been  any  ylolatioB  of  the  aecreej  Imposed  by  the  House 
eonsidered,  CST;  Nethanlel  BomuayeQ  brought  to  the 
bar  of  the  House  and  questioned,  687 ;  ordered  into 
enstody  till  farther  notice,  627;  letter  from  RoonsaTell, 
687 ;  manner  in  which  the  inforzbatton  iielatlve  to  the 
embaxigo  was  obtained  without  doora,  687;  explanaHons 
of  members,  628 ;  Sounsavell  dismissed,  627. 

In  the  .flbtMS.— Besolutioa  oifered  to  inquire  if  tbere 
had  been  a  yiolation  of  the  secrecy  imposed,  648 ;  do. 
passed,  648. 

Secret  Proceedinge.'-^jonMeTitiel  supplemental  jonnud  €£, 
644. 

Secretary  qf  State^—JUa  letters  to  Gen.  Matthews  and  GoL 
McKee  reUtive  to  possession  of  Florida,  tdS,  668 ;  da  to 
governor  of  €korgla,  664 

8ediii<m  Law.-^ln  the  House,  resolution  oflisred  Ibr  an 
inquiry  as  to  what  proseeutions  for  libels  had  been  Insti- 
tuted under  the  act  to  punish  certain  crimes  against  the 
United  States,  188;  If  the  committee  inquire  In  the 
case  of  libels  at  common  law  it  is  proper  they  should  in- 
quire in  the  other  csae,  188 ;  one  member  been  a  sufferer 
under  the  sedition  law,  188;  resolution  moved^  188; 
amendment  proposed  relating  to  any  iniTate  oompensa- 
tlon  to  such  sufFarers,  188;  Government  could  not  ri^t- 
itilly  inquire  into  this,  184;  the  disclosure  might  be 
amusing  if  the  House  had  power  -to  make  it,  184;  who 
compensated  Callenderf  184;  prosecutions  under  the 
common  law  and  the  sedition  Uw  essentially  dilbrent, 
184;  who  contributed  to  the  geotlemaa  from  Kentucky 
(Lyon),  184;  this  appears  to  be  a  proposition  to  aid  a 
atn^  individual,  and  by  the  amendment  gentlemen 
seem  anxious  to  prevent  him  from  gaining  more  than 
he  had  paid,  184 ;  the  public  should  know  many  of  the 
drcumstaooes  of  that  case,  184 ;  the  imprisonment,  186 ; 
charge  of  libel  in  the  indictment  of  Lyon,  186 ;  what  do 
these  words  amount  to?  186;  the  law  was  passed  after 
t3ie  words  were  uttered,  186;  ftarther  Ihcts  In  the  case, 
186;  amendment  lost,  187;  amendment  moved  to  in- 
quire what  oompensatlon  should  be  made  to  those  who 
had  suffered  in  consequenoe  of  the  act  to  lay  and  oollect 
a  direct  tax,  187 ;  where  shall  we  stop  if  we  tread  J>ack 
on  the  akepa  of  each  other?  187;  propriety  of  going  the 
whole  length  of  the  principle,  187;  those  wbo  paid  the 
tax  should  also  be  remunerated,  187 ;  this  principle  has 
not  been  assumed,  188;  where  is  the  difference  in  the 
eases  of  any  of  these  sufferers  f  188 ;  is  this  House  sitting 
as  a  bodj^  to  remunerate  those  who  vloUted  the  laws? 
188;  moved  to  postpone  indefinitely,  188;  the  whole  dls- 
oussion  of  the  sedition  law  turned  on  ita  constitution- 
ality, 188;  if  unconatltntional,  can  it  be  viewed  in  the 
same  light  ss  if  constitutio&al  f  188 ;  the  snl^eet  of  con- 
tribution considered,  188 ;  let  the  inquiry  be  made^  189; 
what  good  purpose  can  it  answer?  188;  under  what 
•lause  of  the  oonstitntion  was  Gapt  Monmy  remuner- 
ated, 189 ;  duty  of  the  House  to  make  the  inquiry,  189 
fbrther  debates,  146;  indefinitely  postponed,  140. 

SecUtUme  Praetice9.^See  Indeao,  voL  2. 

iSeMOle.— Adjourns  at  dose  of  Second  Session  of  Tenth  Con- 
gress, 88 ;  extra  Session  oi^  88;  ac^ounu,  86;  ati^oums 
at  First  Session,  Eleventh  Congress,  128;  adjourns  at 
Second  Session,  Eleventh  Congress,  186;  Third  Session, 
Eleventh  Congress  adjourns,  812 ;  a^oums  at  close  First 
Session,  Twelfth  Congress^  428. 

SnviEB,  John,  Bepresentative  from  Tennessee,  426, 67T. 

Sbtbkbt,  Adam,  Bepresentative  ftvm  Penn^lvanla,  187, 
816, 424, 677 ;  in  &vor  ef  a  eommlttee  on  manulhotures. 


198;  on  the  Bank  of  the  United  SIstea,  M9;  i 
Kaval  eatabllahment,  481;  on  the  ease  of  ] 
Bounaavell,  629;  on  the  renewal  ef  WUta^y's  patent 
right,  687;  on  the  bill  laying  an  •ahn^  644^M6:  on 
the  imprisonment  of  American  anamen,  688^  OK;  en  em 
Increase  of  the  navy,  688. 

SsATTirox,  Jaxxn,  his  claim,  862. 

Shaw,  Samuex^  Bepresentative  from  Yermont,  ft,  IM^  137* 
81A,  424,  677. 

SBxrvsv,  Dxsm,  Bepresentative  from  Yligiah,  US,  UC, 
426,680;  onthebattnreatKewOTteaiH[,148;eaHaree- 
olutions  rehitive  to  the  bottore  at  New  OiW— ,  IM; 
supports  petition  of  EUaabeth  Hamfltnn,  >I9;  oa  t^ 
admission  of  the  Territory  of  Orleana  aa  a  State,  ttl ;  in 
ihvorof  the  admission  of  Mississippi,  898 ;  on  the  im- 
prisonment of  American  seamen,  086;  on  an  aJdirieaal 
military  force,  660. 

jStof  e  THu^e.— Memorial  relative  to,  714L 

Skt9e8,Jmporkatonq/:—St4lhdem,  voL  &  Dvtiea  a«  Iia- 
porta 

SUifwry  and  Stanee.—See  Indtoa,  toIsl  1,  i;  8L 

SLOAir,  Jamib,  Bepresentative  frosn  Hew  Jemej,  t6 ;  fcvura 
the  resolution  for  immediate  measorea  to  UbcMte  Amer- 
ican prisoners  in  Carthagena,  88L    Se^  Mmd^m,  roL  t, 

SiOLT,  DEmm,  Bepresentativa  fimm  Gaoisia,  48^  IB,  191. 
816.    SeeIndeei,r6Lt. 

Smun,  JoHV,  Bepreaentative  IWwi  PeDnsjlvanla,  86, 141, 
187,816,424,677;  opposes  the  reaoteOoo  flsTt 
measures  to  liberate  American  prisonen  In  i 
96;  sgalnst  the  Immediate  annlng  of  the  pnbOo  vesari^ 
97;  on  an  extra  session  of  Congress,  IM;  on  the  pco- 
oeedings  on  counting  the  electoral  votes,  106;  on  asa- 
intercouiM  with  Great  Britain  and  Franee,  U8 ;  oppeaea 
the  postponement  of  the  resolution  icJativte  tm  tlw  ap- 
portionment of  representation,  SK;  en  the  wetntiun 
relative  to  the  decease  of  CoL  Vaahingtoa,g5;  on  isy- 
lag  sdditional  duties,  481 ;  presents  memorial  of  na&- 
ageis  of  Union  Canal  Company,  482;  on  raleoandardns 
of  the  House,  469;  on  the  British  intrignsa,  618;  an  the 
case  of  Nathaniel  BounsaveD,  688;  on  mode  ef  reBcf  ef 
Caraoea8,6a2;  on  the  biU Uying  an  enibai«ai  A49;  da- 
cease  of;  614.    jSee/fMtoisvdb.  1,8,81 

Skrb,  DjJsmL,  Senator  from  Tenneaaee,  8L  Sm  Adm, 
vols.  2, 8w 

BMzra,  GnoBOa,  Bepresentative  horn  Penn^vaaia,  18^  IS, 
816,424,677. 

SxnB,  jBSXMiAH  K.,  Bepresentative  froaa  How  Wainpshtffe, 
86.    /8m /fidea,  vol.  8. 

Smith,  Johr,  Senator  ttom  New  Yotk,  8, 191, 176,  SBl;  4M. 
See  Jndem,  voL  8b 

SaiTB,  JOHH,  Bepresentative  ihmi  Tliglnla,  MC 188^  18Z,  81^ 
426,677.    iSM /fu2M,  VOL  8. 

SntB,  SA]^rx^  Senator  from  Maryland,  8^  881,  HI,  l«k  B^ 
400,666;  on  the  repeal  of  the  Rmbaigo  Am,  !•;  afiecs 
resolution  relative  to  the  mode  of  ofontt^f  the  Eleeton: 
vote,  87;  on  incorporating  a  Bsnk  of  tha  Unilad  SMaa 
892.    Ae /n<toB,  vols.  8, 8. 

Skrb  Bamvu.,  Bepreeentative  ftmn  Paansylvnnla^  8^  IK 
187,815;  on  adherence  of  the  Senate  to  amwdnai a^^i  to 
the  bin  respecting  non-intereooiea  wiOi  Great  Briista 
and  France,  180.   See  IndemriA.  S. 

SotOh  CaroUna,  vote  for  President  in  1806,  S^  UlSt8,sa, 
TIL 

SotdUre  of  the  RewtvUon.—See  /lulee,  veL  K, 

Sovmanik,  Hbiixt,  Bepresentative  from  Naw  Jeney,  K 
184, 187, 816;  opposes  the  resolutton  Ibr  immodlaV  mest> 
nxea  to  liberate  American  prisoners  in  Caitfaassaa,  16. 
See  IndeOf  vols.  8,  & 

SiAinronn,  BicnAno,  Bepresentative  ttom  Hortt  Omfla^ 
86^  125, 187, 815, 426, 677;  on oounting blank  balM^ I8>;  ' 
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on  pToa^entioos  for  libel,  188, 184 ;  on  the  oondnet  of  the 

British  Minister,  197;   on  foreign  retetions,  467;  on 

roles  and  orders  of  the  Honee,  489.  /Sm  J^mKsid,  Tola.  8,  & 
Stavlbt,  Johk,  BepiesentatlTe-  from  North  Carolina,  125, 

187, 816;  reUtlTe  to  the  conduct  of  the  British  Minister, 

908. 
Slate  BaUineM,-^Ses  TndetOt  toL  9. 
Stbdvah,  WiLUAii;  BepreseatatlTe  ^m  Maasaehosetta,  88, 

194,191.    AeiPMf«(B,ToL8. 
friWHaaaow,  Jamib,  BepresentatlTe  from  Ttiginia,  128^  187, 

815.    8m  Indeu^  toL  B, 
STKvsxBOir,  Ascns,  Bepresentatlye  from  Maryland,  494, 

6rr. 

8L  D&m>lnffo.—Sts  Tndeaa^  toL  & 

81,  LtmUy  memorial  of  inhabttanta  o^  484. 

Stokt,  J06BPK,  Sepresentatiye  from  Ma86aehn8ett8,98;  In 
fliTor  of  an  Immediate  arming  of  the  pnbllc  Teasels,  97. 

8101EK,  CuDixirr,  BepresentatlTC  fh>m  New  Hampshire,  88. 
See  Indem^  toL  8. 

Stow,  8tLAa,  BepreeentatlTe  Dram  New  York,  494, 677 ;  on 
the  bin  laying  an  embargo,  644;  on  the  temporaxy  em- 
bargo bUl,  547;  on  pay  of  the  army,  689;  In  foror  of 
bnllding  seyenty-fonrs,  606;  on  an  additional  mlUtary 
force,  690;  on  priTateer  pensions,  704;  on  war  taxes, 
71& 

SvsoKO,  Wii^UAii;  BepresentatlTC  trom  Yermont,  494, 677. 

SnwAST,  Pbujp,  Bepresentatlye  from  Maryland,  498, 677. 

SruKOsa,  Lawra  B.,  BepresentatlTe  from  Oonneetlcnt,  86, 
194, 187, 816, 494, 678;  on  commercial  Interooarse  with 
France  and  Great  Britain,  864.    See  Indea\  toL  & 

Sitabmty  fifSiaUe.'-See  Indeed,  toI.  9. 

SvLLrTAK  Obobox,  Beprcscntatiye  from  New  Hampahire, 
494,716. 

ScvpnR,  Thomib,  Senator  Itom  Bonth  Carolina,  8, 116, 166. 
iSse /ndm,  Tols.  2,& 

BwABT,  Psrsn,  Bepresentatlye  iVom  New  Toilc,  81  See 
/n^Eeee,  yol.  & 

Swoops.  Jacob,  Bepresentatlye  ft«m  Ylrginla,  196, 187, 816. 


Tag«bbt,  Savxtbl,  Bepresentatiye  fit>m  Massaehoaetla,  87, 
188,187,816,494,678.    See  Indeaa,  vo\.  S. 

Tait,  Cbablbs,  Senator  from  Georgia,  176, 960, 400, 661 

Tauafsbko,  Jobh,  Bepresentatiye  from  Ylrginla,  483,  678. 
See  Indea,  yoL  9. 

Tallmajmb,  BsKJAiON,  Bepresentatiye  ttcm  Connecticut, 
86, 194, 187, 816, 494,  678 ;  on  the  Torpedo  ezpeiiment, 
921 ;  on  eetabUshing  a  Qnartermaster^s  department,  477 ; 
on  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  relatlye  to  the  decease 
of  the  Ylce  President,  681 ;  on  an  additional  military 
force,  818;  on  the  causes  of  the  war,  647.  See  IndeaOi 
yol.  8. 

Tallmak,  Pelbo,  Bepresentatiye  from  Massachusetts,  424, 
708. 

7b««a,  War.— In  the  House,  resolntlon  to  instruct  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  report  a  bill  laying  taxes 
fbr  the  support  of  the  war,  715;  opposed,  ss  imprso- 
tleable,  716;  adyocated  because  the  House  should  re- 
deem pledges  of  last  session,  715;  unnecessary  to  lay 
taxes,  T16 ;  impracticable  to  act  on  the  subject  at  this 
session,  716;  farther  debate,  716;  resolution  lost,  716. 

TtUBSf,  direct  and  indireet.—See  Indeo^  yol.  2. 

Tatlob,  Johv,  Bepresentatiye  from  South  Carolina,  86, 186^ 
187, 816 ;  opposes  the  reeolation  for  immediate  measures 
to  liberate  American  prlMnera  in  Carthagena,  96;  on 
non-intercourse,  106;  on  Mlranda^s  expedition,  145;  on 
non-Intercourse  with  Great  Britain  and  France,  168, 159, 
160 ;  on  the  remission  of  certain  flnee,  on  emigrants  fhmi 
Cuba,  104;  reports  on  the  letter  of  L  A.  Coles,  904; 


Senator  ftx>m  South  Carolina,  960,  400,  666;  on  Incor- 
porating a  bank  of  the  United  States,  800 ;  reports  in 
foyor  of  postponing  bills  relatlye  to  the  Mississippi  ter- 
ritory becoming  a  State,  4be.,  411 ;  on  the  memorial  of 
citiMnsofNewYork,414.    See  IndM,  vol,  t. 

TMMeeaee,  yote  for  President  in  1808, 97 ;  in  1818, 678, 71L 

Tmneeeee,  admiaaUm  itf.-'See  TndeoBi,  yoL  1. 

TerrUoriai  GooetmmetUe:,  ordliutfics</1787.— In  the  House, 
bDl  reported  to  take  away  firom  Ooyemors  of  Tei^itories 
the  power  of  proroguing  or  dissolylng  their  legislature, 
89 ;  moyed  to  engross  for  a  third  reading,  88 ;  a  decision 
cf  a  question  of  this  kind  should  net  be  precipitated,  89; 
the  ordinance  for  the  goyemment  of  territories  should 
be  treated  with  as  much  delicacy  as  the  constitution  of 
the  Gkneral  Ooyemmeat,  89 ;  this  la  a  mistake ;  the  or- 
dinance is  a  mere  statute,  40;  these  ordinances  should 
be  regarded  as  a  compact  between  the  General  Goyem- 
ment and  the  territoriea,  40 ;  questionable  whether  an 
alteration  could  be  made  without  Uieir  consent,  40; 
mature  deliberation,  not  procrastination,  was  what  was 
wanted,  40;  the  ordinance  is  considered  as  a  compact 
equally  sacred  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  as  unalterable,  without  the  consent  of  the 
parties  to  it,  40 ;  opinion  of  St  George  Tucker,  40 ;  effect 
of  taking  away  this  power,  40;  taking  away  the  power 
to  prorogue  would  not  depriye  the  goyemors  of  their 
yoto  on  lawa,  40 ;  now,  if  there  Is  any  misunderstanding^ 
the  Goy  emor  sends  them  home,  40 ;  right  of  this  House 
(0  pass  the  bill  denied,  49;  condition  of  the  cession  by 
Georgia,  48;  nof«,  49;  basis  of  the  territorial  goyem- 
ments,  49 ;  amendment  proposed,  49;  two  parts  to  tha 
ordinance,  48;  opinion  of  Judge  Tucker,  48;  special 
reason  for  the  bill,  48;  this  principle  must  hayebeen 
adopted  originally  without  any  discussion,  44 ;  this  waa 
an  objection  to  George  IIL,  In  the  Declaratfon  of  Inde- 
pendence, 44;  opinion  of  Judge  Tuckerread,  44;  partiea 
to  the  present  compact,  44 ;  what  was  the  policy  cf  the 
ordinance,  and  what  the  object  of  its  fVamersf  44;  if 
you  haye  a  right  to  repeal  one  part  of  the  ordinance, 
you  can  another  part,  44 ;  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  does  not  giye  to  the  pedple  of  the  territories  the 
same  rights  as  the  people  of  the  States,  46;  the  arttdea 
cf  this  ordinance  were  enacted  preylous  to  the  adoption 
of  the  constitution,  and  are  made  binding  by  that  in- 
strument, 45;  the  old  Congress  wisdy  reseryed  the  rig^t 
to  control  the  people  of  the  territories,  46 ;  the  state  of 
things  now  existing  in  Mississippi  noticed,  46;  what 
part  of  these  artidea  is  unalterable  1 45;  the  artldea  of 
ordinance  and  not  the  form  of  goyemment,  46 ;  app]ic»> 
tion  of  the  opinion  of  Judge  Tucker,  46;  situation  of  tha 
people  will  be  improyed,  46 ;  whateyer  leada  to  tiie  con- 
clusion that  the  people  are  always  wrong  and  the  Exe- 
cntlye  right,  strikes  at  the  root  of  republican  insHtn- 
tlona,  46 ;  foots  respecting  the  people  of  Mississippi,  45 ; 
no  proposition  for  the  good  of  this  territory,  but  haa 
met  the  opposition  of  Georgia,  46 ;  a  compact  exists  be- 
tween Om  United  States  and  Georgia,  and  let  It  be  ad- 
hered ta,  46;  indefinite  postponement  moyed,  46;  car- 
xtod,4& 

Tbrrifory  V  LouiMantkr-ln  the  House,  bill  for  the 
goyemment  of  the  Louisiana  Territory  coastdersd,  480; 
mored  to  strike  out  the  seettoa  ref  uMag  a  freehold  to 
be  possessed  by  all  yotors,  480 ;  moyed  to  amend  by 
striking  out  eyery  qnallfleatton  but  that  of  ftf  white 
male  dtliena,  Ac,  480 ;  queOlon  conaldersd,  whether  It 
Is  bettor  to  require  yoters  to  hold  (ireehcid  property,  or 
to  sujfor  eyery  man  to  possess  the  priyllege  who  la 
twenty-one  years  oM,  480;  nft  and  liberty  are  superior  tc 
property,  480;  dearertothepoorman  than  all  his  prop- 
erty to  therieh,480;  tapesalUe  to canx tha prindpla 
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of  •qnall^  to  its  ftaUcrt  eztoiit,  480; 
the  Inhabitents  of  Bt  Lonia,  484. 

Tm^tory  t^MUtisttppi.—ln  tbo  Hoiue,  potttlon  for 
tbo  divUioB  ot,  141 ;  mored  to  lay  on  the  table,  141 ; 
eonsent  of  three  iMurtleB  neoeasarj  to  a  divlatoa,  141 ; 
the  Tenltorj,  Georgia,  and  the  United  Btatea,  neither 
haa  oonaented,  141 ;  if  the  reqneat  ms  imiwoper,  the 
report  of  a  eommittee  would  aettle  it,  141 ;  no  harm  can 
ariae  from  the  inqairj,  141 ;  eertaln  Ihcta  mi^t  be  in- 
quired into,  such  aa  popah^ion,  their  character,  Ae^  141 ; 
petition  laid  on  the  table,  14S ;  report  in  flvror  of  ad- 
mitting the  Mlaaiaeippi  Territory  into  the  Union,  86S ; 
h*Te  laffldent  population  before  a  represenUtIre  ia 
elected,  8S8 ;  Orleans  when  admitted  had  a  minor  popu- 
lation, 8M ;  some  reapeet  due  to  the  foelinga  of  the 
Eaatem  Btetea,  89S ;  admiaston  of  one  Btete  daring  a 
aeaaion  was  suffideat,  8Ca ;  why  not  wait  for  the  aetnal 
cenaoa  of  the  territory  ?  8&S ;  reeolation  agreed  to,  8B8. 

In  the  S&naU.—lsm  to.eathorize  Miseiasippi  to  form 
Btete  GoTemment  referred,  411 ;  report  on,  41L 

In  Oe  iro«M.— BUI  toaathorlse  the  people  of  MiaaiaBlp- 
pl  Texritory  to  form  a  Steto  GoTomment,  6X9 ;  the  popnla* 
Uon  ia  snfilcient,  and  aathority  haa  heretofore  wisely  been 
oonforred  In  all  aaeh  eaaea,  519 ;  partioolaxa  reapecting  the 
Ufflita,  690;  amendment  offered  relative  to  the  Territory 
at  West  Florida,  OCO ;  debete  thereon,  6S1 ;  earried, 
08S;  bUl passed, liM;  biU  to  anthorlie  the  people  to 
form  a  Btete  gOTomment  eonaldered,  609;  inexpedient 
to  give  a  territory  with  so  small  a  popnlation  an  eqnal 
re^eaentotion  in  the  Senate  with  a  Btete,  60S;  proposes 
to  indade  Mobile,  now  in  possession  of  a  foreign  powei^ 
001 ;  popnlation  greater  than  represented,  608;  aaxloQa 
to  bear  their  shcre  of  the  burdens  of  the  war,  608 ;  biU 
ordered  to  third  reading  and  paased,  608. 

T$rrUorf  qf  OrZeone.— In  Senate,  bill  to  anthorise 
the  Territory  of  Orleans  to  form  a  Btete  Goremment, 
965;  rariooa  amendmento  proposed,  965 ;  bill  read  a 
third  time,  96& 

In  1h6  ZroMSL— BiU  for  admitting  the  Territoiy  of  Or- 
leanaas  n  State  into  the  Union,  890 ;  the  bill  proposes  to 
Inelnde  in  the  State  aU  that  pert  of  the  territoiy  lying 
west  of  the  Perdldo,  tho  right  to  thU  pert  is  deoUured  to  be 
■nbjeot  to  negotUtion ;  if  it  beoomes  a  State,  this  right 
of  negotiation  will  be  taken  from  the  President,  880 ; 
the  neoesalty  of  a  Btete  gOTemment  caUs  for  this  meas- 
nre,880;  it  is  a  point  of  oonntryparticnlariy  important 
to  the  Union,  890 ;  power  of  self-preserratton  necessary 
to  the  peofde  there,  881 ;  the  objection  of  title  does  not 
meet  the  merite  of  the  bill,881 ;  not  ready  to  transfer 
the  inheritance  pnrohased  by  the  blood  of  ovr  fothen  to 
foreigners,  881 ;  donbtfol  if  80,000  inhabitante  in  the 
territory,  881 ;  these  people  are  a  part  of  the  nation, 
and  should  so  be  considered,  881;  the  greet  object  is  to 
make  us  one  people,  88L 

Hare  we  coostitotional  authority  to  leglalato  on  this 
sul^ect,  and  ia  it  expedient  so  to  do  1 881 ;  by  the  enacting 
clause  of  our  oonstltation  It  was  ordained  and  eateblished 
for  the  Men  United  Btatea,  899 ;  ito  framers  and  those 
who  adopted  It  nerer  Intended  ito  immediate  operation 
ahonld  extend  to  any  people  that  did  not  then,  or  should 
not  thereafter,  be  indnded  in  the  limite  of  the  United 
States,  889 ;  th«y  did  not  intehd  to  enter  into  partner- 
ship of  this  sort,  899 ;  Orieaaa  was  not  within  tbeee 
Umlto  when  the  constltuttoa  wss  established,  899 ;  upon 
this  principle  we  may  form  all  the  torritoriea  into 
Stetea,  then  what  wlU  become  «f  the  old  United  States  ? 
899;  the  consdtation  requires  that  Senators  should 
hare  been  citlMas  nine  yeaiSi  a  period  longer  than  the 
people  of  this  territory  hare  belonged  to  the  Union, 
889;  it  is  ssld,  sereral  new  States  hare  been  formed  by 


Congress,  889 ;    these  were  twmed  out  ef  tewifnriss 
within  the  Umlto  of  the  Union  on  the  adieptlon  eT  the 
constitution,  889;  even  if  oonatltvtlonid, It  Is  ■■  ex- 
tremely impoUtIc  and  inexpedloBt  mm  asm  e»  888;  twe 
appUcatlons  pending^  neitiier  hae  snfident  pepnlaflsn, 
898;  itisot^ectedtothisbiUthatthepepulathmerthe 
Btete  win  not  be  Amcriean,  888 ;  what  perwer  have  we 
to  negotiate  about  the  tenftory  cf  any  of  the  Stalaa  f  888; 
ol^eetiotts  to  annexing  West  Florida  to  Oilea^  888 ; 
amendment  moved  to  consolidato  the  Orieaaa  and  Ua-  . 
sissippl  Territoriee,  888 ;  a  stiputetlon  in  the  treaty  ef  ee»> 
sion,894;  to  wasto  the  territoriee  would  TidatopierrtoM 
engagement8,894;  theconsentof  Georgia  would  be  ne- 
cessary, 894;  mranlng  of  the  oonatitotloni,  884;  the 
right  to  become  Btetea  waa  oonceded  to  tke  eU  tenl- 
tories  before  the  adoption  of  the  conatltudttn,  88S:  tte 
article  of  the  cdnstttutlon  was  uBueeoasiiy  valeaa  U  ly- 
pUed  to  new  territoiy,  895 ;  not  for  ua  to  wid<w  vhe 
ahall  be  their  Beaators,  895 ;  Mobile  and  Oileam  abaaU 
not  be  under  the  aame  goremaeDt,  885 ;  the  trust  eB»> 
braced  In  the  amendment  la  too  eztienilTe  ftar  a  beal 
Btato  government,  895;  other  geograpbleal  Bnrite  pve- 
poeed,  896;  amendment  disagreed  to, 898;  claims  of 
the  United  Stetes  xespecting  the  western  Baito  ef  the 
Orleens  Territory,  896 ;  this  bUl  extends  Juriadletiea  ever 
the  province  of  Texas,  898 ;  remarks  rdntlTe  t^am^gteg 
the  western  boundary,  896 ;  the  principle efthb  MBan- 
teriaUy  affects  the  Ubertlee  and  righto  ef  the  whole  peo- 
ple of  the  United  Btetea.  897;  it  would  jastuy  n  reveto- 
tlon m  this  country,  897 ;  if  fUs  biUpaaees»  the beadeef 
the  Union  are  virtnaUy  diasolTed,  897 ;  > 
897;  repeated,  that  its  psssageia  vtrtaaBy  a  ^ 
of  the  Union,  *c^  897;  decision  of  the  flpeeker  en  the 
propriety  of  the  expression  demnnded,  887;  dedeioa 
that  a  portion  of  the  remarks  are  to  orders  and  a  per^ 
tlon  not,  897 ;  appeal  frvm  the  deddsn,  887;  Speaker 
not  sustained,  897 ;  the  separatl<m  of  the  C 
Ingfrom  a  violation  of  the  constitBtlon,  Is  ai 
deeply  to  be  deprecated,  897 ;  the  biU  assniMe  thattUe 
National  government  without  reonnwaee  to  eeuvin- 
tions  of  the  people  or  Legldatores  cf  the  Btotea,  «aa  ad- 
mit new  portloaa  in  ooontrlee  out  ef  the  originellialto 
of  the  United  Stotee,  888;  If  thia  authority  la  dal^etod 
by  the  oonatltution.  It  resulto  from  Ito  general  natare  as 
from  ito  partiealar  pravisions,  896;  ti 
amined,  898;  Ite  meantog,  the  extent  ef  the 
at  that  time,  Louisiana  net  then  In  the  BimMa,  885; 
If  any  particular  power  exists,  It  le  the  treaty  master 
power,  888;  this  power  e>amined,  888;  thto  queshes 
goes  to  the  very  seat  of  the  power  and  fnlhiBnoe  of  tto 
present  members  of  the  Union, 888;  the  tBna.*5ev 
Stetes,"  appUes  to  territory  within  the  thss  Hinltoflf 
the  Union,  888 ;  evidence  of  hleloiy,  888 ;  reeelatlM 
pamed,  July  8d,  1788,  is  frirther  anthetUj,  888;  III 
meaning,  880 ;  the  evidence  should  be  v«ry  stiest  ^ 
prove  the  torms  intended  something  else  besMes  tkli 
obvtoua  puxpose,  880;  tls  meantog  csn  ha  proved,  hsik 
affirmatively,  with  regardto  new  Btataaftum  the  eiM- 
ing  Umlta,  and  negatively,  agalaat  new  Stotoa  with«< 
those  Umlts,  880;  this  assertion  rtamlned,  888;  b  It 
possible  that  such  a  power,  Ifit  had  beea  Intended  tote 
given  by  the  pe<^^  should  have  been  left  duptaihit 
upon  the  eflfeet  of  general  expressiims,8«l;  It  Is  nates 
much  a  question  conoening  the  exardso  ef  aevenl^i^, 
asitlswhoshaUbe  aovereign,  881 ;  the  twaty-meMif 
power  haa  Umitatlotts,  881 ;  the  iltnatien  cf  N«w  OilaeB^ 
888;  the  moral  and  political  conee^aeMea  cf  umn^ 
this  power,  888;  what  is   thto  liberty  cf  vAieh  ee 
much  is  seldr  888;  no  itaar  cf  nna^yilag  the  nsten 
of  this  love  cf  our  UokM,  888;  thto  MB,  If  postoi 
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U  ft  dMth-blow  to  the  eoB»tltatl«ii,  8M;  the  biU 
will  neither  justify  a  diaaolatioB  of  the  Union  nor 
ImA  enj  dtiiea  Attaehed  to  It  to  oontempUto  it, 
8M;  onr  eathorltj  to  erect  new  States  is  proved  bj 
theoiy  and  praqttee.  884;  the  articles  of  oonftderatfon 
•re  OTldenee,  884;  simOaritj  of  the  ooDstitotlon  and  the 
•rtides  of  eonfedeiation  in  many  seotioaB*  884;  Itar- 
tbmr  debate, 884;  indefinite  poetponementlost,  885;  bltt 


VBrrUaritt.Ste  InOso^  roU  1,  %  8. 

TBrrUorih  JHstowri,  report  relatire  to  amending  the  not  for 
thegoTenunentoi;  707. 

rMw^  Jnen  B^  Delegate  from  Indiana  Territory,  68; 
mores  the  appointment  of  a  committee  relatire  to  a  di- 
Tlsloa  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  87 ;  makes  a  report  rel- 
atire to  a  dirlilon  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  96b 

nwMipeoii,  Jomr,  Sepceaentatire  firom  New  Twk,  88, 184, 
187,81A.    iSM /Mm,  rols.  8,  & 

JTMUBMroH,  BvoKXxa,  Senator  from  Kentaeky,  8^  110^  168. 
iSteMsflB^roLa 

Tnvn;  Kowabd,  Senator  from  Ohio^  8;  reports  aogrosMd 
blU  on  non-ittterooiirse  with  Great  Britain,  S&  SetM- 
dM,roL8L 

^jgpfMomiM,  BaUU  of^  meamge  eommnnleating^  46& 

mis  Iff  PrMtdtnt-^a^  InOsoat  roL  1. 

Ibrp*d9  Mep^HmmUtt—In  the  Hoas^  letteir  from  Bobert 
Fulton,  818;  the  anthor  a  man  of  adenee  and  soeeeesnil 
experiment,  814;  letter  referred,  814 ;  rspoit  on  do^  814 ; 
roeolntion  to  grant  Mr.  Fulton  nse  ofthe  Hall  for  a  pab- 
Uo  leetore,  814;  the  Hall  is  exdosirely  ^propriated  to 
leglBlatire  purposes,  814;  an  ii^nrious  precedent,  814; 
hold  oat  the  idea  that  the  Hoose  lanctioaed  it,  814; 
words  "public  lectnre"  strodk  out  and  ** explaining"  in- 
aerted,  815;  bill  making  an  approprlatioa  for  an  expeii- 
ment  en  the  pmotical  use  of  the  Torpedo,  or  submarine 
•xpkM&on,  818;  is  this  such  a  propositioB  that  we  can 
step  out  of  the  ordinary  conne  of  enoouxagement  giren 
to  inrentorst  818;  is  the  experiment  worthy  to  be 
made?  818;  this  reeolutlon appiopilates  money  ibr  an 
experiment,  818$  nothing  new  in  it,  819;  the  inrention 
e#I>arid  BushiieU,  819;  difference  between  the  two* 
819 ;  all-important  to  defend  our  ports  and  harbors,  819 ; 
Mr.  Fulton  has  UMe  merit  in  originating  this  thing,  898  ; 
alarm  occastened  to  the  British  during  the  Berolation- 
•ry  war,  888;  renes  of  Hoplciason,  980;  if  one  of  these 
maehines  in  a  hundred  should  take  effect,  the  object 
vonld  be  peiftotly  gdned,  880;  nothing  result  from  It 
of  senrice  to  the  country,  880;  if  a  Ihir  experiment  is 
Intended,  the  ^tpropriatloa  is  totsUy  inefficient,  890 ;  why 
has  not  the  inrention  been  patronised  by  the  French, 
881;  an  actual  experiment  ahonld  be  made  on  an  ene> 
my^  ressel,  881;  expeilenee  during  the  war,  881;  the 
experiment  shoold  not  be  made,  ttl;  bill  passed,  891 

Tovumi,  Judge,  report  relatire  to  the  eonduot  o(  6881 

Tbaot,  Uu,  Bepresentotiro  from  JTew  York,  184, 181, 816, 
484,571.    StBJMMiYoLd, 

SWaeoAMMliSMMois  bin  to  define.    Ae /iMlsn^  roL  8. 

aVsoewir  ilTolsa,  issne  anthoilaed,  481 ;  bin  to  aathoiiie  the 
issue  oi;  708. 

3Wa<y  eoM  tfreof  JHtolik--A«  AdMBi,  roL  1. 

Tbxm,  Abbaji,  Bepreeentatir e  from  Tliglnia,  81  St4  /mKmb, 
Tola.  8, 8. 

Tbouf,  Ononon  M.  Bepreaentattre  from  Georgia,  88, 196, 
187,816, 486^677;  opposes  immediate  engaoaHnent of  the 
bin  relatire  to  the  power  of  territorial  goremmenta,  80, 
40;  on  the  ordinance  of  1787, 44,48 ;  mores  to  poe^ne 
tte  UU  relatire  to  the  ordinanee  c#  1786»  46;  in  fevw  of 
Sausedlate  arming  of  the  pubUo  reoiela,  98;  on  the  peti- 
tion relatire  to  the  IfiaiisdppI  Territory,  141;  on  the 
BcttOM  at  Hew  OileMM»148;  «n  Ttolntton  of  aentnU 


lights,  189 ;  on  the  British  intrigues,  517, 619 ;  on  pay  of 

the  army,  688.    Am  Indian,  roL  & 
Tnuraa,  GHAnLH,  Jr.,  Bepresentatire  ikom  MsisinbniettB, 

187,816,484,  5n. 
TuuNnn,  Jaimb,  Senator  fh>m  North  OaroUna,  8, 116^  166^ 

a64,406,56«L 
TwhUUrdBVoU,   ^00 /iuEm^  roL & 


Uphax,  Jabbe,  Boprisentatire  from  Massachusetts,  86, 184, 

187.    /8m /iMiee,  rol.  8. 
Union^  dissolution  of^  8S7. 
VrtaUns  ITvnt  of  New  Oriesns,  petition  of,  471 


Yak  ALimr,  Jahbs  I.,  Beproeentottre  from  New  York,  81 
S&e  Jnd«Ut  rols.  1, 8, 8. 

Yah  OoKthAjnn,  Pbiuf,  Bepresentatire  from  New  York, 
47.   ifl^/mlMB^  rols.  1,8,1 

Yah  Oobtlanst,  Piuxn,  Jr.,  Bepresentatire  from  New 
York,  481 6n. 

Yav  Drxa,  Nicholas,  Bepresentatire  from  Pelaware,  141, 
818,881    ee6liidm,T0L8. 

Yam  HoBirn,  AnoBXBALD,  Bepresentatire  firom  Maryland,  86^ 
188,187,811    iS^/iMlM,  rols.  8,1 

Yam  BnaiSBLAsn,  Kiluax  K,  B^nesentatlre  from  New 
York,  81 184, 187, 815.   /8se /lufsn,  rols.  8, 1 

YABinnf,  JosBPH  B.,  Bepresentatire  from  Msssaehuaetts,  81 
184,  187,  815;  on  measures  of  non-intercourse,  114; 
acknowledgea  the  thanks  of  the  House,  114;  elected 
Speeker,  181  186;  reiaarka,  186;  against  petiUon  of 
Blliabeth  EamUton,  816 ;  acknowledges  ihe  thanks  ci  the 
House  to  him  ss  Speaker,  890;  Senator  fh>m  Maasaeh»> 
oetta,400,661    A« /<mIm,  vola^  1«  1 1 

VrmoiUf  rote  ibr  PresMent  in  1806, 87;  inl818, 671 HL 

YnnnAHOK,  Daxbl  C,  Bepresentatire  fkom  New  York, 
81    Am  iiMEee,  roL  1 

V(B99tl9  B^gitttrinf  and  cUaring,'-~8$€  Indem^  roL  1. 

FefaibAMotitfMk  on  the  blU  providing  for  the  trislofsmaB 
causes  in  the  District  Courts,  411 

Fioe  FrMkUnt  Oxmov,  deoeese  oi;  68L 

Virginia  Bounty  Lands,  resolution  rektire  to,  687, 711 

Virginia,  roU  for  President  in  1808, 87 ;  in  1811  671 71L 

FWs  qfApprobaUon^^la  the  House,  to  approre  the  con- 
duct of  the  President,  considered,  197 ;  an  alteratioa  hm 
taken  place  in  the  manner  of  doing  business  at  the  com- 
mencement of  Congress,  197;  message  of  Jeffarson  to 
Congress,  187;  wisdom  of  suspending  the  speech  of 
the  President  to  Congress,  197;  an  answer  tothe  ad- 
drem  wae  in  feet  the  greatest  opportunity  which  the 
opposition  to  the  measures  of  the  administration  had 
of  sifting  and  canrassing  thoae  measures,  187 ;  whaterer 
goee  to  take  away  this  opportunity,  goee  to  nsirow 
down  the  minority,  or  opposition,  187;  the  present  is 
an  occasion  which  behores  this  House  to  express  ill 
opinion  on  public  aflhirs,  188 ;  It  is  due  to  the  executire, 
188;  resolution  mored,  198;  this  proposition  contea* 
plates  a  norelty  in  onr  legislatlre  proceedings,  188; 
where  would  it  end  if  the  House  were  now  to  make 
a  solemn  resolution,  approving  the  conduct  of  the 
Prcatdent,  188;  to  adopt  the  resolution  at  this  time 
would  not  comport  with  the  olijeet  of  the  merer,  188; 
the  oonduet  of  the  last  administration  in  this  reqwet 
met  the  approbation  of  the  country,  129;  postpone* 
ment  mored,  129 ;  in  his  proclamation  the  President 
hss  deserred  well  of  his  country,  197;  is  this  an  ab- 
stract proposition?  128;  Is  this  House  to  hare  no  In- 
fluence on  the  conduct  of  the  Execntire?  180;  the 
President  is  condemned  by  some  for  his  prodamatloa, 
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UO;  hov  the  non-importotioii  set  ww  repeated,  181; 
prospect  of  good  tennB  with  Great  Britain,  182;  this  act 
of  doty  wliioh  the  President  has  done  is  only  an  ordi- 
nary one,  18S ;  why  then  giye  him  onr  approbation  ?  188 ; 
indeftnltely  postponed,  IhS, 


WoTt  Declaration  of,  aijaintt  (?rea<J7rtta€».— Confidential 
message  sent  to  the  Senate  by  the  President,  415 ;  do. 
ftom  the  House,  416 ;  the  act  declaring  war  as  passed  by 
the  House,  415;  read  twice  and  referred,  415;  debated 
in  committee,  415 ;  amendment  proposed,  416 ;  motion 
to  postpone  to  the  first  Honday  in  Norember,  416 ;  a 
general  view  of  the  situation  of  the  country— <»f  its 
means  to  carry  on  oflbnsiveApermtiona,  as  well  as  to  d»> 
fend  ItseU^  and  of  the  sitaation  and  reUtire  strength  of 
flie  ooantry  we  are  reqoired  to  make  war  npon,  416y  417 ; 
oar  sitaation  upon  the  lakes  to  ]>etroit  and  Fort  Mai- 
den, 418 ;  motion  loa^  418 ;  amended  to  aathorixe  priva- 
teering on  Great  Britain  and  France,  418;  bill  passed  on 
eoramittee,  418;  reported  to  the  Senate,  eomctly  en- 
grossed, 418 ;  moTcd  to  posipcme  to  October  thirty-flxat, 
418;  not  a  time  to  declare  war,  418;  the  Senate  shonld 
not  act  from  passion  or  any  considerations  which  do  not 
arise  oat  of  an  extended  and  distinct  view  of  the  inter- 
ests of  the  ooantry,  418 ;  neither  the  goremmentnor  the 
people  had  expected  or  were  prepared  for  war,  418 ;  yoa 
h&re  an  immense  property  abroad,  a  great  portion  In 
England,  and  part  on  the  oeean,  hastening  home,  419 ; 
the  qaestion  of  war  had  been  doabtfiil  till  tlie  present 
moment,  419 ;  It  was  supposed  they  were  obliged  to  ad- 
vance, or  become  the  object  of  reproach  and  scorn  to 
friends  and  foes,  419 ;  if  we  were  doabtfkil  as  to  war,  how 
could,  how  was  it  to  be  known  by  merchants  and  others 
that  flie  nation  would  be  wantonly  planged  in  war, 
419;  we  should  select  the  time  when  the  first  shock 
should  be  leaat  disastrous  and  best  resisted,  419;  what 
ahoald  harry  us  faito  war,  480 ;  qaestion  on  postponement 
lost,  490 ;  motion  to  a4)oam  carried,  4S0. 
In  Me  iTouee.—Bm  to  dedare  war  against  €keat  Britain 
reported,  66 ;  read  first  time,  698;  opposed,  668 ;  ques- 
tion on  the  rctjection  of  the  bill  lost,  668;  amendment 
tnoved,  660;  lost,  669;  moyed  to  recommit  the  bill 
and  amendment,  669;  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
passed,  669;  returned  ttom.  the  Senate  with  amend- 
ments, 660;  moved  to  lay  on  the  table,  660;  lost, 
660;  moved  to  postpone  indefinitely,  660 ;  lost,  560; 
moved  to  postpone  until  October,  660;  lost,  560; 
moved  to  pos^ne  to  July,  660;  lost,  660;  Senate 
amendments  concurred  In  by  the  House,  660;  signed 
by  the  Piesident,  661. 

WATBBHOtTsn,  Bbmamin,  petition  rclativB  to  inocolation  of 
the  army,  709. 

WxAKLST,  Bonne,  Bepresentative  ft^m  Tennessee,  127, 187, 
81& 

WsLUBLiT,  LoBD,  cxtracts  from  his  letters  to  Ifr.  Plnkney, 
861. 

WMt  Point  or  Wiahington  as  a  location  ibr  a  miUtaiy 
academy,  681. 

Whaxtoit,  JnssB,  Bepresentative  fttmi  Tennessee,  86;  pre- 
sents petitions  from  the  offlceia  of  the  revolutionary 
army,  66.    8es  Indeas^  voL  a 

WHXATOir,  Labax,  Bepresentative  from  Massachusetts,  124, 
187, 816, 424^  577;  on  the  admission  of  the  Territory  of 
Orleans  as  a  State,  821;  on  pay  of  the  army,  682 ;  on  the 
policy  of  the  war,  602. 

Wrnnc,  Lsoir ASD,  Bepresentative  fi^m  Uaasac^iusettB,  424» 
W7. 


Wsrra,  Samvkl,  Senator  firam  DelawBK,  S,  ST,  IML  Sm  A^- 

d^  vols.  2,  Sl 
WHmHzx.L,  BoBsn;  Bopicsentstive  ft<om  PennsjIfaalB 

86,124,187,816,424.677.     JSMlndaa^roLX 
WainfAN  EzBXUi.,  Bepresentative  from  Maasadnsiikti 

141,18a 
WRRomn,  Jkhkik,  Senator  fr«m  TemMaaae.  11^  Kl^  a&. 

WhUnev"*  Pkz<M<  iN0tU  to  t4a  OaUon  Otn; 
o/.—ln  the  biU  for  the  relief  of  KU  Whitney  < 
eied,  688;  moved  to  strike  ont  so  mucii  m  lelatBd  t» 
aT«n«wal,688;  although  the  bill  aaaomed  tte  itaii  fi 
of  a  private  act,  it  involved  oooaideratloBs  of  great  na^ 
tional  importance,  688;  sooree  of  aatboiity  aver  tkm 
subject,  584;  here  is  a  delegation  <xf  power  to  ] 
seienoe  and  art,  and  a  description  of  the  i 
ixed  to  be  employed,  684;  tlie  dlsttnction  betwaen  the 
mean  and  the  objoet  should  be  kept  oonstBiitly  In  view, 
684;  this  renewal  Is  not  intended  or  eaJeolated  to  pr»- 
mote  sote&ee  orusoftil  aiis,  684;  the  nlb^^et  of  the  «aa- 
stltation  is  attained  byii^anting  naoBopoOea  fDrnBm- 
Ited  tfane  to^^ifwre  and  not  to  pati  inventieaa,  fiM;  tka 
paaBage  of  the  bill  Is  adepaitni*  fivm  the  lateKt  ef  the 
coasUtution,  584;  the  <q)eration  of  this  bftt  will  levy  a 
tax  OB  Georgia  and  lOasIaslppl  and  Loafslana  Tentto- 
ries  only,  which  Ls  not  a  nnlferm  tax  throaghoat  the 
coantiy,  684;  the  right  of  nslag  has  been  pvrehaaed  fey 
the  Legislatares  of  seme  4^  the  SUtea.  985;  the  paHent 
expired  foor  years  ago,  and  an  nnqoalifled  rl|^  thea 
vested  in  the  people  of  the  United  StatM,  S&i  the  &- 
mons  case  of  Miller  ««.  Taylor,  686;  BqgUah  dedsleea, 
686;  has  Congress  the  right  to  divest  thB  people  of  thefr 
rightf  686;  the  passage  of  this  bUl  wiU  render  Jnsdee  to 
Whitney,  087;  he  has  received  bat  trifliBg  cempfBia- 
tlon,  687;  case  of  Whitney  m.  Garter,  687;  aheolBte  ae- 
eessity  of  the  gin  to  bring  the  eotton  of  the  Tnitcd 
States  to  market,  688;  extract  ft«m  Edwards*  Histay  cf 
the  West  Indies,  688 ;  the  case  of  Afkwrlght,  B»;  earn- 
mittee  rose,  68a 

WiDOBBV,  WtLUAM,  Bepvesentatlve  from  Mawarhaspm, 
486, 677;  on  the  temporary  embargo  bill,  5fT ;  en  the 
imprisonment  of  Amaf can  seamen,  097 ;  on  aa  iaciease 
of  the  navy,  609. 

WiLBOiTB,  Isaac,  Bepresenfratlvo  frofti  Bhode  Uand,  86; 
supports  the  reeoIutioB  for  immediate  iihibsiihb  la  lib- 
erate American  prisoners  in  OsiihageDa,  g&  As  A> 
den,  voLa 

WxLEOTBOir,  Gxir.  Jambb,  letter  to  Speaker  of  Iba  Bmsb. 
227;  daim  oi;  report  on,  812.    See  Jndeui,  voL  a 

WitUAva,  Davib  B.,  BepresoBtattve  flnom  Sontii  Cteellaa. 
86, 48^  577;  OB  snbmissloB  to  the  late  edletaeT  BB^hal 
and  France,  76;  oppoeea  the  reeolntion  §at  trnwedistf 
measures  to  liberate  Amerfeaa  prisofsen  1b  Clii<hagiiiia> 
96;  against  immediate  arming  of  the  pobUc  vessel^  99* 
on  an  extra  session  of  Oongrsaa,  16S;  on  eatabihfclBya 
quartermaster's  departmeat,  477 ;  agalaat  a  aa^  eala^ 
nshmeBt,  499;  on  the  temporary  ensbargo  hm,  547;  sa 
increased  pay  of  the  amy,  681 ;  ob  pay  ef  the  samy, 
688;  on  an  addltjonal  military  fona,  811.  Am  Aida^ 
voLa 

WiLLZABS,  MABXAmncB,  Beprcaentativo  ftom  Hertk  Gw^ 
Una,llL    iSBs /flutea,  vol.  a 

WixjBOX,  Alexahdxb,  Bepresentative  from  YanBoa^  81 
See  /BdstB,  voL  a 

Wnsov,  JjeMBB,  BepteseBtatlvB  from  Ifew  HaBopahlvi^XK 
187, 8ia 

WiuoH,  Natsab,  Bepteaentatlve  from  New  Teik,  81 

Wnaov,  Tbomas,  Bi>preeentatlve  from  Yiigiala,  4H^  07. 

WoiTBBa,  EUBHA,  pocltiOBS  fOfT  tkc  lOWBld 

Mason,  the  Mlssiaslppt  river  pirate,  181 
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BA,  IfiS,  188,  nS;  reports  on  the  dalm  for  Indian  d»pre- 
dationB,  217. 

IWiinwai^  pofmeni  <^in  impeaehm^ni  catet.—SM  Indw, 
ToLS. 

WoBTiiiir«TOir,  Thomas,  Senstor  from  Ohio,  264,  400, 6(l& 
B06  Indea^  roL  & 

Wxx«BT,  SoBKBT,  BopresetttfttiTe  from  HsiyUnd,  815,  484, 
577 ;  on  tlie  ratio  of  rq^resentation,  818 ;  on  the  admis- 
sion of  the  Territorj  of  Orleans  as  a  Btate,  884 ;  on  an 
amendment  to  the  eonstitation  relatixe  to  the  removal 
of  Ibderal  Jadgea,  8S1 ;  In  Ihror  of  the  admission  of  Mis- 
sisslppi,  852 ;  on  Indian  aflUra,  428 ;  on  foreign  relations, 
448;  on  mles  and  orders  of  the  House,  408 ;  on  the  British 
lnlTignes,611    iSse  JiMfsn,  rols.  2,  & 

WTm,  SiOHAXD,  BepresentatiTe  from  Sonth  Carolina,  47, 
141,212,818,426,680.    A«  ik<f«H  yols.  1, 8. 


TtOB  amd  Say9  in  <%e  /8MKi<«.-On  the  bill  for  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  embargo  act,  28;  on  bill  to  prohibit  com- 
mercial interooorse  with  Great  Britain,  81 ;  on  postpone- 
ment of  the  bin  for  additional  duties,  82 ;  on  bill  to  pro- 
Tide  for  the  support  of  public  credit,  122 ;  on  resolution 
lelatiTe  to  the  conduct  of  the  British  Minister,  170 ;  on 
the  bill  relatiye  to  non-intercourse  with  Great  Britain 
and  France,  179;  on  the  adherence  of  the  Senate  to 
amendments  to  the  bill  respecting  non-interoonrse  with 
Great  Britain,  182;  on  striking  out  flxst  section  of  the 
bill  to  establish  a  National  Bank,  184;  on  the  resolution 
relatiTe  to  publishing  the  laws  of  Louisiana  in  the  Eng- 
lish language,  184;  on  motion  to  postpone  ftirther  con- 
sideration of  bill  to  establish  a  Nattonal  Bank,  184 ;  on 
bill  to  authorise  the  Territory  of  Orleans  to  form  a  State 
constitution,  186;  relatiTe  to  the  admission  of  Orleans 


territory,  285 ;  on  striking  out  flxst  section  of  bfll  to  in- 
corporate a  United  States  Bank,  811 ;  on  resolution  rel- 
ative to  secrecy,  812 ;  on  bill  to  raise  an  additional  miU- 
taiy  force,  404;  on  the  bill  relatire  to  the  limits  of  Lou- 
isiana, 409;  on  removing  the  iojunetlon  of  Becre<7  rela- 
tive te  a  temporary  embargo,  410;  on  a  temporary  em- 
bargo, 410;  on  House  bill  relative  to  temporary  non-ex- 
portation, 411 ;  on  a  recess  of  Congress,  418 ;  In  commit- 
tee on  the  declaration  of  war,  410;  on  the  dedsration 
of  war  with  Great  Britain  passing  to  third  reading,  418; 
on  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  421 ;  on  the  bill  to  au- 
thorlxe  the  President  to  accept  volunteera,  421 ;  on  reso- 
lutions relative  to  the  Canadss,  422. 

in  Me  ZToicssL— On  the  motion  to  postpone  the  bill 
relative  to  the  ordinance  of  1787, 40 ;  on  the  bill  to  au- 
thorise the  President  to  employ  sdditional  revenue  cut- 
ters, 74;  on  the  resolution  prohibiting  the  admission  of 
British  vessels  into  American  ports,  94 ;  on  bill  relative 
to  non-intercourse  with  Great  Britain  and  France,  108; 
on  the  resolution  relative  to  the  conduct  of  the  British 
Minister,  211 ;  relative  to  the  bill  respecting  the  convoy 
system,  220;  on  the  bill  to  continue  the  charter  cf  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  851;  no^861;  on  the  biU 
relative  to  commercial  intercourse  with  France  and 
Great  Britain,  896 ;  in  committee  on  resolution  to  raise 
additional  troops,  404 ;  on  the  bill  to  enable  the  people 
of  Mississippi  to  form  a  Btate  government,  582;  on  the 
admission  of  l/»ulsiana,  620 ;  on  the  bill  declaring  war 
with  Great  Britain,  559 ;  do.  on  the  amendments  of,  the 
Senate  to  the  bill  declaring  war,  ^kc.,  500 ;  In  conunlttee 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  tske  possession 
of  territory  south  of  Mississippi,  501 ;  on  an  additional 
military  force,  018 ;  on  the  bill  for  an  additional  military 
force,  70SL 


(§,.  i^. 
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p.  APPLBTON  Jt  C0MPANT8  PXTBLIOATIONA 


AIsL  FmSLT  ILLUSTRATED. 
I. 

BTROira  COMPLETE  POETICAL  WOEKS. 

1  ToL  large  Bra    Cloih,  $3 ;  gilt  leaTM,  %ii\  best  moroeo<\  •«. 


BRYANTS  COMPLETE  POETICAL  WORKS, 

One  ToL  large  Stq.    Extra  oloth,  gilt  edges,  |5 ;  moroeeo^  |^. 


III. 

HALLECK'S  COMPLETE  POETICAL  WORKS. 

One  ToL,  aqiUN  Sto.    Cloth,  (a  60;  gOt  Imtmi,  tS :  moroMOh  |fi. 


IV. 

MOORES  COMPLETE  POETICAL  WORKS. 

Oa«  T«lnm^  laig*  Srow    OIotl^  |S ;  gilt  «dgei^  |4;  morooook  t>> 


V. 

SOUTHETS  COMPLETE  POETICAL  WORKa 

One  ToL,  large  Sreb    Cloth,  |8 ;  gilt  edges,  %ii\  mon>eeo^  $8. 


VI. 

THE  WORKS  OF  THE  BRITISH  POETS. 

FEOH  BENT  JONSON  TO  THE  PRESEITr  TIME. 
WITB  M109MAPSI0AL  ASTD  ORmOAL  mTBODUOTION& 
Br  DR.  AION  A^l>  OTHEBa 
lluree  handsome  yoU,  royal  8to.    Clotb,  |7  60 ;  gilt  edgei^  $10 ;  moroeeo^  $lii. 


vn. 
THE  SACRED  POETS  OF  ENGLAND  AND  AMERICA 

FOB    THRBB   QBNTUBIBB. 

Edrid  bt  RUFUS  W.  ORISWOLD. 
One  bandsome  Tdnmeb  8to.    doth,  $2  60 ;  gilt  edges,  |8 ;  morooeo^  |4  ¥k 


VIII. 

AMELIA'S  POEMS. 

Ofttliandsome  rolnme^  Sra    Cloth,  %%  60;  gilt  edge^  |l;  moroeec^  |i  6a 
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A  APPLSTON  dt  COMPANTM  PXTBUOAlfOMS. 


Statiiarl)  historical  Moxh. 


I. 

THE  HISTORY  OF  ROME. 

By  THOMAS  ARNOLD,  D.  D., 

I  Baozoi  TwonmoA  or  Moojour  Hibtort  ih  thb  Ukivebsitt  or  Oztobd^  jon  Hba^ 

BuGBT  School. 

1  large  yoL  8to.  pp.  680.    Prioe^  $8. 


II. 

HISTORY  OF  FRANCE, 

FROM  THE  EARLIEST  PERIOD  TO  THE  PRESENT  TIME. 
By  H.  MIOHELET,  pBorsanuB  ▲  la  Faoultb  du  Lsttrsb^  FftorBssEDE  ▲  l'Eoou  Nonuu^  i 
TruiBlatedby  G.  H.  SMITH,  F.  O.  a 
t  ToU.  8T0.  pp.,  480  atad  40a    Price,  $8  SO. 


III. 

HISTORY  OF  GERMANY, 

FROM  THE  EARLIEST  PERIOD  TO  THE  PRESENT  TIME. 

By  FREDERICK  EOHLRAUSCH. 

TaMMUXXD  nioM  tbm  last  Gsbxait  Edrion.    Bt  Jaxbb  IX  Haas. 

▼ith  a  compIeU  index  prepared  expressly  for  the  American  edition.    1  toL  Sto,  pp.  487.    Ma% 

$1  50;  or,  an  Illustrated  Edition,  neatly  bound,  $2  60. 


IV. 

HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND, 

FROM  THB  PEACE  OF  UTRECHT  TO  THB  PEACB  OF  PAB13. 

By  LORD  MAHON. 

2  large  yola.  8to.  pp.,  690,  609,  well  printed,  $4. 


A  DIGEST  OP   THE   LAWS,  'CUSTOMS,  MANNERS,  AND 

XNanruTioNa  of  the  ancient  and  modebn  nations. 

By  THOMAS  DEW,  Latk  Pbkidsmt  or  ras  Coludob  or  Whuam  and  Majo; 
1  ToL  8vo.  pp.  670,  well  printed,  pricey  $2. 


VI. 

MANUAL  OF  ANCIENT  AND  MODERN  HISTORY. 

By  W.  Q  TAYLOR,  LL.  D,  Ac 
1  large  yolnme,  8ya,  pp.  866.    Price,  $2  26^ 


VII. 

THE  HISTORY  OF  CIVILIZATION,  FROM  THE  FALL  0 

THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE  TO  THB  FRENCH  REVOLUTION. 

By  F.  GUIZOT. 

Translated  bt  W.  HAZLrr^ 

4  Tob.  12ma.  $8  M. 


GooqIc 
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D.  JLPPLSTON  dt  COUP  ANTS  PUBUOATlOm. 


CJt  %x\&,  Panufarfurw,  att^  W^^^^ 


A  DICTIONARY  OF  AETS,  MANUFACTURES,  AND  MINES^ 

COirrAINING  A  CLEAR  EXPOSITION  OP  THEIR  PRINCIPLES  AND  PRACTICE. 

By  ANDREW  URE,   M.  D.,    F.  R  &,  M.  G,  a.    M.  A  a,  Lomd.;  31  Aoad.  N.  a  Phila.;  a 

Ph.  Soa,  N.  Gioiic.  Hanoy.,  iko. 

XLLVaTBATXD    WZTB  FEABLJ  aiXTSSK  JTUNDRED    XKGBAVJSQS  OIT  WOOD. 

RmomD  wnaoi  waou  ram  Last  Corrbotsd  and  obsatlt  snlabosd  Evoubb  Emnox. 

In  2  Tolumes  pp>  113S  and  998.    Price,  $6. 


n. 
A  MANUAL  OF  ELEMENTARY  GEOLOGY:  OR,  THE  AN- 

CIENT   CHANGES  OF  THE  EARTH  AND  US  INHABITANTB, 
As  iLLOsnuTiD  BT  GiDOLOOioAL  MoinnisimL 

By  SIR  CHARLES  LTELI^  M.  A,    F.  R.  a 

Author  of  ** Principles  of  Geology,"   *<Tr»Yels  in  North  America^"  ''A  Second  Visit  to  th« 

United  Statea^"  Ac* 

RsPUZmO)  FBOM  THB  FoUITH  AMD  EnTIRICLT  RxYXBID  EdRIOR. 

OLUSTBATMD  WITS  FIVE  EJJNJ>BEJ>  W00l>'0U7SL 
I  Tolome,  8to.  pp.  644|  well  printed.    Price^  only  $1  16. 


III. 

PRINCIPLES  OF  GEOLOGY;  OR,  THE  MODERN  CHANGES 
OF  THE  EARTH  AND  ITS  INHABITANIS, 

ooasmxasD  is  nLOBTnAxxYB  or  0JK>u>aT. 

By  SIR  CHARLES  LYKT.T^  M.  A,  F.  R.  SL,  dtc 

MMW  AJTD    MKTIEMLT  BBVISMP   EDJTJOE. 

iLLOBnLATBD  WITH   MaH^    PlATO^   AWD    WoOD-CUlB. 

1  Tolmne  8to.  pp.  848,  well  printed.    Price,  only  $2  2&  ' 


IV. 

METALLURGY, 

lUBRAdNG   THE   ELEBCENIB  OF   MINING  OPERATIONS^  AND   ANALT^S  OF 
A  rax  DMOURioir  ot  au.  SmLnNa  akd  oxbxb  ofbusioiis  voe  tns  FkOdoaniM  m 

MrALB  raOH    THX    OsOb 

With  nnmerons  engrsTinge  of  Machinery,  Fomace^  and  Apparatus. 

By  FREDERICK   OVERMAN. 
A  YO^nmcb  8yo.,  of  oYcr  600  pages.    Pnee^  $0. 
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tt.  APPLSToiT  s  coMPAirra  pusuoAinom. 


Cif«  Sest  Julionaries  af  Jforttgn  3f anguages* 

I. 

SPIERS  AND  SURENNEB  FRENCH  &  ENGLISH  AND  ENG- 
HSH  &  FRENCH  PRONOUNCING  DICTIONARY. 

KXWLT  OOXFOftKD  FBOM  THK  FBKNCH  DIOnONABm  OF 

TEDB  FRENCH  ACADEMY,  LAYEAUX,  BOISTB;  BESCHEBELLE,  LANBAIS^  EIC. 

Ain>  FBOM  THB  BNGUBH  DIOnONABIKS  OV 

JOHNSON,  WEBSTER^  WORCESTER.   RICHARDSON,  ETC 

Containing  a  great  number  of  Words  not  found  in  other  Dictionaries  followed  by 

A  OcmpUU  Vocabulary  of  the  Ifamet  of  Place*  and  Fenone,  MytMo^ieal  attd  CUnUai^  AmtSmt 

and  JiodcnK 

Bt  a.  spiers, 

Tmonmom  or  Kmwjbi  at  ihb  National  Collbos  ov  Bowafabxb  (PabdX  amp  tbb  Kasiokal  Sohmk  ct 

ENGINSSBi^  Ac  '  , 

CarefdUjr  Reviaed,  Oorreeted,  and  Enlarged 

Bt  G.  p.  QTTACKKNBOS^  A.  K. 

Cm  larga  rolome  Sto,  pp.  1841^  well  printed  and  strongly  bonnd,  $A.    An  abridgment  of  tb«  aboff^ 

by  SuBSNMi^  1  ToL,  neatly  bound,  ^2. 


II. 

A   DICTIONARY    OF   THE   GERMAN   AND   ENGLISH 

LANGUAGES, 

Indieating  the  aecentuation  of  every  German  Word,  containing  several  hundred  German  Synonymes 
together  with  a  Classification  and  iQphabetical  List  of  the  Irregular  Yerbe^  and  a  Diotionary  et  Qer 
man  Abbreviations.    Compiled  from  the  Works  of 

HILPERT,  FLUGEIk  GRIEB^  HETBE,  AND  OTHER& 

In  two  parts :  I.  German  and  English. — XL  English  and  German. 

Bt  G.  J.  ADLER,  A.  M., 
pBOiMion  or  THn  GnifAM  Lamouaob  ^sd  LtrBBATuaa  in  thb  (Jnivkrsitt  or  tbs  drr  er  Kbw  TevL 

One  large  vol  8vo.,  pp^  1890^  well  pru  ted  and  strongly  bound,  $6.    An  abridgment  of  the  aboT% 

one  vol,  strongly  bound,  $1  76. 


III. 

A  PRONOUNCING  DICTIONARY  OF  THE  SPANISH  AND 
ENGLISH  LANGUAGES, 

OOMPOSB>  nOM  THB 

iSPANIBfl  DICnONART  OF  THE  SPANISH  ACADEMY,  TERREROS^  AND  8ALYA, 

UPON    THB    BASIS    Or 

BEOANE^  EDITION  OF  NEUHAN  AND  BARETn; 

ANn  raOX  THB 

ENGLISH  DICnONABIES  OF  WEBSTER,  W0RCB9TEB,  AND  WALBXB» 

With  the  addition  of  more  than  Eight  Thousand  Words,  Idioms,  and  Familiar  Phrases^  the  ImgB 
larities  of  all  the  Yerbs,  ^nd  a  Grammatical  Synopsis  of  both  Langoagea. 

Bt  MARIANO  YELAZQXTEZ  DE  LA  OADENA. 

FiaonmoB  or  thb  Spanvh  LANouAaB  and  LmcKATURB  nr  Coloicbu  Goixbs^  Nbw  Tob& 

Ooa  large  roL  Sto,  well  printed,  and  strongly  bound,  |ff.    An  abridgment  of  the  abore^  1  roL  t^  Tf 
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D.  APPLSTOy  *  OOMPJJfT'B  FUBUaATIOm. 


Baefitl  (Eitjgintaring  Max^a^  ^* 


1.  

IIELI>.BOOK  FOB   RAILROAD   ENGINEERS, 

ConUiiiiiig  Fornmte  for  laying  out  Simple,  ReTersed  and  Compoand  CnnreSt  Parabolic  Cnnrat 
y«rtieal  Carres,  Detennining  Frog  Anglee  and  Radii  of  Turnouts  and  Crossings,  Levelling^  Betting 
Slope  Stakes,  Elerating  Outer  Rau  on  Curres,  Curving  Rails,  Ac,  dpo. ;  together  with  many  Miseel 
laneoQS  Problems^  and  a  New  System  of  Eartb-Work.  Also,  Tables  of  Radii,  Ordinates,  Chord,  aad 
Tangent  Deflections,  Ordinates  for  Curving  Rail%  Long  Chords,  Elevation  of  Outer  Rail,  Frog  Angles^ 
Properties  of  Materials,  Magnetic  Variations,  Squares^  Cubes,  Square  Roots,  and  Cube  Booti^ 
Logarithms  of  Number,  Logarithmic  Sines^  Cosines,  Tangents,  and  Cotangents,  Natural  Sines^  and 
Cosme^  Natural  Tangents  and  Cotangents,  Rise  per  mile  of  Orades,  Ac 

Bt  JOHN  B.  hence;  Civil  ENGnnaou 
One  volume  with  fifty-eight  Diagrams,  pocket-book  form,  $ 


n. 

TEMPLETOira   ENGINEER,    MILLWRIGHT,  AND   MECHA- 

NIC«  POCKET  COMPANION, 

Comprising  Decimal  Arithmetic,  Tables  of  Square  and  Cube  Roots,  Practiea.  Oeometry,  Mensurai 
tion,  Strenffth  of  Materiali^  Mechanic  Powers^  Water  Wheels,  Pum^s^  and  Pumping  Engme^  Steam 
Engines,  Tables  of  Specific  Gravity,  Ac,  Ac    Also  a  series  of 

MATHSMATIOAL  TABIXSL 
HSW     BDITION,     BKVI8SD,     OOBBSOTKO,     AV9    B1ILAB«B]>. 

One  neat  volume^  pocket-book  form,  $1  20. 


III. 

GENEEIAL  THEORY  OF  BRIDGE  CONSTRUCTION, 

oomAXtnsa 

dehoiibrratknfs  of  the  principi.es  of  the  art,  and  their  apfucatioir  to 

practice; 

WTIH  PBAOnCAL  ILLUBTBAnOVS. 

Bt  ^ERMAK   HAUPT,   A.M.,  Civil  Evgivbbb. 
One  volume  8vo.,  pp.  268,  engravings^  |S. 


IV. 

A  CATECHISM  OF  THE  STEAM  ENGINE, 

Iflastrative  of  the  Scientific  Principles  upon  whicb  its  operation  depends;  and  the  practical  detaQs  «l 
its  structure^  in  its  applicaUon  to  Mines^  MiII%  Steam  Navigation  and  Railwaya; 

irmr  TABiom  amQxsTiojm  of  zmpmovxmmvt. 

Bt  JOHN  bourne;  a  EL 

One  neat  voL  16mo.,  pp.  288.    Price;  75  tvM, 


V. 

TREATISE  ON  MARINE  AND  NAVAL  ARCHTTECTDRE : 

Ob,  THEORY  AND  PRACTICE  BLENDED  IN  SHIP  BI7ILDIN0. 
Bt  JOHN  Wl  ORIFFITBa^ 

XARIBB  AHO  NAVAL  ABOBITBOY. 

Fourth  edition,  one  volume  4to^  with  over  fifty  engravings^  |10 


GooqIc 
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0.  APPIETOK  S  OOMPASra  PUSLWATIOira. 


PHILOSOPHY  OF  SIR  WHUAM  HAMHiTON,  BAfiT^ 

pBoranoR  or  Loaio  and  MxTAPimiios  nr  Epzhbubob  Uairzisixr. 
Arranged  and  fiditad  bj 

O.  W.  WIGHT, 
Translator  of  Consm*B  **  History  of  Modem  Fliilosopuj.* 

One  ToL  8vo.,  ppi  fiSO,  well  printed.    $1  6(X 


Wdkniwrgh  B09ievf. 


II. 

OOUKSE  OP  THE  HISTORY  OP  MODERN  PHHiOSOPHY. 

Br  M.  VIOTOR  COUSDT. 

Tranblatsd  bt  O.  W.  'Wight, 

Two  YoltiineB  8vo.»  well  printed.    Price,  $8. 

**  A  writer,  whose  puintod  periods  nave  touched  the  chords  of  niodeni  soetety,  and  thiflled  through  tfaa  nlaas  ef  w^ 
MBds  In  almoet  oroy  qoarter  of  the  ■tTiUiod  weild.'*'-^tt<A&w^  Rmimo. 


m. 
THE  PHHiOSOPHY  OF  THE  BEAUTIFUL 

Fbom  tdb  French  or  YICTOR  COUSIN. 

Tbamslatkd,  with   notsb,  bt   J.    0.    Davibl. 

One  neat  yoL  12nia    Prieeb  08  oti^ 


IV. 

THE  POSmVE  PHILOSOPHy  OF  AUGUSTS  COMTEL 

Fbsblt   Tbaitblatbd  and  Condbhbbd 

Bt  HARRIET  MARTINEATJ. 

Two  TolnmeB  8vo.,  pp.  616,  67*7,  well  printed.    Pric^  %L 


V. 

JLEOTURES  ON  THE  TRUE,  THE  BEAUTIFUL.  AND 

THE  GOOD. 

Bt  victor  COUSIBT. 

TBAWBf.ATP  BT  €<.  W*  WIQB% 

One  neat  Yol^me  8yo.     (Nearly  ready.) 
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